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А Correction is NO Ay A plan for publication of a com- 
T smoration volume on the late 
NI uU tA LS Ss RS n Kens Roy of Jawaharlal 


am thankful to you for your 
| brief note about this University 
| publis! led in your esteemed maga- 
zine, dated November 6, 1977, 
wherein you have briefly referred 
'to some of our achievements and 
have also drawn the attention of Poti pt c AL 
the. Government to the dificul- e 
ties being faced by us on account 
ofthe paucity of funds. However, 


:hru University has, we under- 
and, been undertaken by a friend- 

publisher. In this connection 
e urgently appeal to all friends 
nd admirers of the late Dr. Roy, 
1 India and abroad, who had been 
onnected with him in the Indían 
'eoples Theatre, Trade Union ог 
»mmunist movements as also with 
; educational and social activit es 


|I have to point out some mis- ге; make this project a success by 
| takes that have inadvertently - iding all relevant materials or 
| crept into this note. Firstly, the Ur: ormation to :- 

: | name of this University is Har- Smt. Jaya Ro 
yana Agril. University. Secondly, It 43 күнү сс 


| the Krishi Gyan Kendras or the ed 


h ives? 
| District Advisory Service Centres Jawaharlal Nehru University 


| ; à Ur DU RE New Campus, 

j Ue run not by the Agriculture ү, LL үм RI New Delhi-110057. - 
E. Jepartment but by the Univer- E Ды сс Ali Sardar Jafri, Ks A. Abbas, - 
ЩЩ C Tie subjectmatter special à lil Chaudhury, Utpal Dutt, Sova 


T ists working in these centres are 


1 a, ı Suchitra Mitra, | Hemango 
all employees of the University, 


iswas. Subhash Mukhopadhyay, 


с | but they work in. coordination ‘iti Banerjee, Sadhana Ray Chau- 
EU ith the personnel. of the Dek, PES : —w«nury, Dilip Bose, Kali Banerjee, 
Rn partment of Agriculture of the —- ~~ ^ O. K. Rnan Shanta Gandhi, Dina Pathak, Dr. 
| Haryana Government, Again, the New Delhi. Vipin Gandhi etc 
| Чагып; > 


| | YOUR Rs. 5000 
| DEPOSITED WITH US IN 


ORIENTAL BANK 
BECOMES Rs 40,480 
AFTER. 21 YEARS - 


FOR DETAILS PLEASE CONTACT OUR NEAREST BRANCH FOR 
SAVINGS. AND SER VICE 


THE ORIENTAL BANK OF 


COMMERCE LIMITED 


REGD. & HEAD OFFICE: HARSHA BHAWAN, Н 
“E” BLOCK, CON. PLACE, 


NEW DELHI—110001 ё 
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A Correction 


I am thankful to you for your 
brief note about this University 
| published in your esteemed maga- 
zine, dated November 6, 1977, 
wherein you have briefly referred 
‘to some of our achievements and 
have also drawn the attention of 
the Government to the difficul- 
| йез being faced by us on account 
ofthe paucity of funds. However, 
|I have to point out some mis- 
takes that have  inadv ertently 


(-сгері into this note. Firstly, the 
j name of this University is Har- 


yana Agril. University. Secondly, 
‘ the Krishi Gyan Kendras or the 


; District Advisory Service Centres 


q 


e 


| are run oot by the Agriculture 
ES Department but by 
| sity. 


the Univer- 
The subject-matter Special- 
ists working in these centres are 
all employees of the Univers ity, 
but they work in. coordination 
with the personnel of the De- 
partment of Agriculture of the 
Haryana Government, Again, the 
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t 
centre tà E arming is locat- 
ed not at Раа! but Bawal 


P. S. LAMBA 
Vice-Chancellor 
Haryana Agricultural 
University, 

з .9 =- . Hissar. 


The inadvertent mistakes are 
regretted—Editor. 


Urdu Press 


It is good that LINK has start- 
ed a column on ‘Urdu Press. 
Urdu speaking people and all 
lovers of Urdu will welcome 

.your move. Through your 
column, non-Urdu speaking 
people can have an idea of the 
problems in the way of Urdu’s 
development. 


О. К. Khan 
New Delhi. 


YOUR Rs. 5000 
DEPOSITED WITH US IN 


ORIENTAL BANK 
SECOMES Rs 40, 480 
AFTER 21 YEARS - 


FOR DETAILS PLEASE CONTACT OUR NEAREST BRANCH FOR 
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AND SERVICE 


THE ORIENTAL BANK OF 
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ee Appeal 


A plan for publication of 4 com- 


memoration volume on the late 
Dr. Benoy Roy of Jawaharlal 
Nehru University has, we under- 


stand, been undertaken by a friend- 
ly publisher. In this connection 
we urgently appeal to all friends 
and admirers of the late Dr. Roy, 
in India and abroad, who had been 
connected with him in the Indian 
Peoples Theatre, Trade Union © or 
Communist movements as also with 
his educational and social activit es 
to make this project a success by 
sending all relevant materials ог 
information to :- 


Smt. Jaya Roy, 

43, Dakshinapuram, 

Jawaharlal Nehru University 

New Campus, 

New Delhi-110057. . 

Ali Sardar Jafri, К. A. Abbas, © 

Salil Chaudhury, Utpal Dutt, Sova 

Sen, . Suchitra Mitra, Нетапғо 

Biswas. Subhash Mukhopadhyay, 

Priti Banerjee, Sadhana Ray Chau- 

dhury, Dilip Bose, Kali Banerjee, 

Shanta Gandhi, Dina Pathak, Dr. 
Vipin Gandhi etc 
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INDIA 


THURSDAY (Dec 22): 


Opposition 
ae have reached 
over the proposal tha 
damental right to life 
ty guaranteed by the C 


and Government 


consen:us 
t ihe fun- 
and liber- 
onstitution 


should not be suspended under 


any kind of emergent 
'or external. 


FRIDAY (Dec 23): 


y—intemel 


The new industrial policy 
statement placed before Parlia- 
ment on Friday seeks to pro- 


mote cottage and small 


indus- 


tries aud guide the growth of 


the large scale secto 
demarcated lines 


r on well 


keeping in 


view the country's socio-economic 


goals. 


Presenting the statement, In- 
dustry Minister George Fernan- 
des said so far the emphasis had 
been on large industries апа 


cottage and small industries had , 


been neglected, “It is 
poliey of this 


the firm 


Government to 


change this approach,’ he said 


in the Lok Sabha. 


SATURDAY (Dec 24): 


President N. Sanjiva 


called for a national 


Reddy 
consensus 


on vital issues affecting the peo- 
ple such as rise in prices, un- 
employment, unrest among stu- 


^ dents, welfare of the 


cally weaker sections 
reforms, 


Inaugurating 


economi- 
and social 


a two-day con- 


ference of State Governors, the 


first to he held since h 


e assumed 


the nation’s highest office, Reddy 
said such consensus among par- 
ties sharing common ideals end 
Eoals would make legislation for 


social reform easy and 
~ SUNDAY (Dec 25): 


smooth. 


Mrs Indira Gandhi will preside 
Over a "rebel AICC" session on 
New Year's Day, though it will 
be called a “National Conven- 


.. tion of Congressmen.” A formal 


announcement about the two-day 


“convention is 


expected to be 


made on Monday. Originally it 


was reported that Mr 
Tripathi would be the 


Kamlapatif 
president. 


MONDAY (Dec 26): 


A split in the Congress seems 
certain with the suspension of 
Karnataka Chief Minister Devraj 
Urs from the party on Monday, 
following a formal announcement 
from Mrs Indira Gandhi’s camp 
about the “rebel AICC” session 
called by her followers on Janu- 
ary 1 and 2 in the guise of a 
“national convention of Congress- 
men." 


TUESDAY (Dec 27): 


The Indian National Congress 
split on the eve of its 92nd Birth 
Anniversary, as Mrs Indira Gan- 
dhi pulled her seven supporters 
out of the 21«member Working 
Committee, following a strong 
denunciation of her convention 
move by Congress president 
Brahmananda Reddy and Parlia- 
mentary Party leader Y B Chavan. 
The seven who resigned in pro- 
test against the suspension of 
Karnataka Chief Minister Devraj 
Urs from the Congress on Mon- 
day, were: Kamlapati Tripathi, 
P V Narasimha Rao, A P Sharma, 
Mir Qasim, Maragatham Chandra- 
Sekhar, Buta Singh and Virendra 
Verma. 


WEDNESDAY (Dec 28): 


The Congress Working 
mittee has by consensus came 
out against the “convention” 
move of Mrs Gandüi's followers. 


ABROAD 
THURSDAY (Dec 22): 


An anti-apartheid group accus- 
ed several West German and in- 
ternationals firms of secretly 
supplying South Africa with 
equipment for a uranium enrich- 
ment plant. 


Mongolian leader Yumzhagin 
Tsedenbal has launched a sharp 
attack on the Chinese leadership, 
alleging that it posed “ап im- 
mense danger" to peace, Tass 
news agency said, 


Com- 


FRIDAY (Dec 23): 


.The Western Saharan Polisario 
Liberation Front will hand-over 


eight French hostages to United 
Nations Secretary-General Kurt 
Waldheim at the residence іп 
Algiers of the representative of 
the UN Development Fund to- 
day, sources close to Dr Wald- 
heim said. 


SATURDAY (Dee 24): 


The USSR Supreme Soviet 
Presidium has appointed Mr Yuli 
Vorontsov (48), who headed the 
Soviet delegation at the Belgrade 
conference on European secu- 
rity, as the USSR's new Ambassa 
dor to India. 


President Anwar Sadat  nam- 
ed Egypt's ambassador to Bonn 
Mohamed Ibrahim Kamel as For- 
eign Minister in succession to 
Mr Ismail Fahmi. 


SUNDAY (Dec 25) : 


Premier Menachem Begin sub- 
mitted to President Anwar Sa- 
dat Israel's proposals for a West 
Asia settlement during a full 
20-minute session at their peace 
summit. Earlier, Mr Sadat and 
Mr Begin had talked: alone for 
55 minutes, 


MONDAY (Dec 26): 


President 
Egypt and Israeli Premier Mena- 
chem Begin 
achieve any breakthrough on the 
main obstacle to a West Asia 
peace—the Palestinian question 
—despite two days. of intensive 
talks in Ismailia. Begin later 
flew back to Jerusalem. 


TUESDAY (Dec 27):, 


Begun Nusrat Bhutto, wife of 5. 


former Prime Minister Zulfikar 


Ali Bhutto and acting chairman ~~~ 
of Pakistan Peoples Party, W88 | 


detained in Lahore, police said. 


WEDNESDAY (Dec 28): 


President Anwar Sadat was H 


quoted by Egyptian newspapers 
as saying Israel had mot yet í 


en the tough decisions needed 19. 


produce West Asia peace. 


Anwar  Sadat of 


today failed to 3 
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United i Master Peter Mark Andrew 
Kurt Phillips breaks into a half smile, 

e in as he is held ру his mother, 

ve of Britain's Princess Anne. 

nd to- 

Wald- 


A veil clad woman mourns the 
loss of her family as she sits on 
the ruing of her home in the 
village of Bal-Tangol, epicentre 
of the recent eartaquake in 


Soviet і Scu(hern Iran. 
r Yuli 
d the | 3 Tanker ‘Vencil ablaze off Cape 
grade St. Francis. 
secu- 
nbassa Metropolitan Philaret, Exarch of 
the Musesvite Patriarchate for 
Berlin and Central Europe con- 
nam- 


B secrating the renovated Russian 
Sn | orthodox church in Potsdam. 
is For- 


on to 


in sub- 
ar Sa- 
a West 
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at and * 
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tensive 
Jater 


. age Y: ч 4 3 1 
Digitized by Sarayu Foundation Trust, Delhi апа eGangotri ( | 
| 
vo 
AN India. electric rate book State section 
e No. 16 Punjab Rs. 3.10 
@ No. 19 Tamil Nadu Rs, 3.55 
@ No. 21 Uttar Pradesh Rs. 4.50 
Jo, 23 Union Territories у У Rs. 6.50 
ы Боро of the National Commission on Agriculture 1976 
e Part I Review and Progress Rs. 20.00 
@ Part I Policy and Strategy Rs. n 
Q Part Ill Demand and Supply . Rs. * 
e Part IV Climate and Agriculture Rs. : : 
@ Pat V Resource Development : Rs. 3 
@ Part VI Crop Production Sericulture and Apiculture | S 
@ Part VII Animal Husbandry Ан 1: 
Q Part УШ Fisheries Be 
: ч Хз. 
@ Part IX Forestry c 
@ Part X Inputs - 4 P 
Ф Part XI Research Education and Extension x A 
@ Part XI Supporting services and Incentives zc e 
@ Part XUI Rural Employment and Special Area Programmes "E 3 | 
@ Part XIX Planning Statistics and Administration cum Š Y 
@ Part XV Agrarian Reforms TOUR mM : E 
Supplement for the years 1971-75 {о the Cata SOLE ed) | T | 
Ф Pt of India Civil Publications (subject, wise arranger) 150 & 
corr. up to 31st Dec. 1959 ; | Ns 
Available from all authorised selling us S 
agents be c 
KITAB MAHAL - Si | tilt, 
Unit No. 21, State Emporia Building, FOR MAIL ORDERS" | or R 
Baba Kharak Singh Marg, x 
New Delhi (Phone: 343708) CONTROLLER. : Ё| B who 
GONEENMENT OF INDIA BOOK OF PUBLICATIONS) Se natio 
DEP 1 Mr : | greai 
1 E 700001 A civic LINES | 
нуу cece T0000 d. prLHI-110054 co | amoa 
GOVERNMENT OF INDIA BOOK - | we 
DEPOT : | М 
ша одогу mer CEO. Ваше, 3 NOTE: | { 
ew Marine Lines, mbay-400020 . P mall : | 0 u 
DEPARTMENT OF PUBLICATION ud геев охин Е SEI | 
SALE COUNTERS IN NEW DELHI . @ 20% of cost, | pent 
@ UDYOG BHAVAN (Phone: 372082) Registration Charges extra if i may 
DEPARTMENT OF PUBLICATION supply is desired by regd. | for ] 
CIVIL LINES, DELHI-110054. | post. UM 3 
Ф СВР. BUILDING, BAHADUR. | ѕ а 
SHAH ZAFAR MARG davp 77/373. . ; polic 
2 1 great 
Я тапу 
4 
f it wa 
look 
f our | 
; | еуег 
t ^ Wago 
becau 
no о 


\ j т R 
Hazratganj. Lucknow 


CC-0. In Public Domain. UP State Museum, 


R— m ШЕР! | Чыр, 


a ENT ONL D 


Digitized by Sarayu Foundation Trust, Delhi and eGangotri 


i ر ا‎ aN 


Political Parties id 6 Agriculture .. aD 

Kow-Touring to Carter .. a A Feature gn Чер NE 

Africa ine 28 

Cover s 9 2 1 

By n The West e 39 

VOL. 20 NO. ?1 Major Events—1977 < a.. 24 The Arts eo dT 
JANUARY 1, 1978 The States асет и Та е, 
Есопоту ee 29 Sports BART 


the week 


PE happy hordes: of South Block are about 

to have their maddest and merriest hour, 
for President Carter will be upon them and 
us soon. Untilted, genuine nonalignment will 
be ours, (If there had been any tinge of a 
tilt, would not Carter have included Peking 
or Rawalpindi їй the itinerary?) Was it not һе. 
who gave us the “chit” that we too are a great 
nation in our region, just as his own is the 
greatest in the world? Was it not he, alone 
among western statesmen who perceived that 
we are the "greatest" democracy? He was; 
and it was his America’s New Year present 
to us. 


He may be coming to inspect the true . 


genuineness of our nonalignment. His mission 
may be to buy a pair of Palkhiwala chappals 
for his mother. He may be after us to lasso 
Us and yoke us to America's world nuclear 
policy under which America should be the 
greatest nuclear power and can explode as 


. many atomic, hydrogen and neutron bombs as 


it wants to, and people like us should merely , 
look on and marvel and never try to imitate 
Our betters, the nuclear “sahbs.” These, how- 
ever, will not be all the contents of the Carter 
wagon. There may be dollars too in the visit, 
because Mr Palkhiwala is in Washington and 
no one can beat him at wheedling. . . 


CC-0. In Public Domain. UP State Museum, Hazratganj. Lucknow SE 


“come 


` merrier. 


Heralding Mr Carter, we are told, have 
American folk singers, journalists, 
security people—and naturally CIA folk, be- 
cause they never lose sight of their President, 
not because they suspect him .but because 


| wherever.he is there may be chances too to 


do a little snooping-and-destabilizing. Almost 
a whole fivestar hotel has been taken up by 
this adyance team, making the Indian hearts 
beating anywhere near them gladder and 


‘an 


Naturally, all of us find ourselves asking, 
“What shall we give Carter when Carter gives 
us sO much?” We shall give him boundless 
love, honour and esteem; but these can be 
faked. What he really would like more than 
all these is of course concrete changes in our 
foreign and defence policies, We have given 
indications already that we are Teady to be 


part of the sub-continent as Washington would. 


like to reorganize it. That is good; but not 


good enough for Washington which—all of us 
. must remember, without of course mentioning 


it—has lost Vietnam. Can the Janata Party 


Government and Subramanian Swami, who is. 
about to go to China, do something about this? 


THE EDITOR 
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First Phase Of 2nd Congress Split 


TTHE two-month-long suicidal 
struggle in the Congress 
landed it squarely in the | first 
phase of the second split in the 
party on the eve of its 92nd 
birth anniversary this week. In- 
dira Gandhi, checkmated in every 
move she made till then to oust 
the leadership and take over 
the party as a subservient tool, 
decided to step up the war of 
nerves she had waged. She pull- 
ed her seven supporters, several 
of them unhappy, out of the 
Congress Working Committee 
after setting the stage for her 
rebel *AICC" session on New 
Years Day. Neither she 
nor the rump which stuck to her 
in a hemgover of fear were will- 
ing to agree that they were split- 
ting the party. Naturally, they 
were anxious to claim that they 
represented the real Congress. 


The leadership headed by Brah- 
mananda Reddy was not anxious 
to make any claims except to 
Say it was not forcing anyone to 
leave the Congress. Indira Gan- 
dhi apparently banked on being 
able to provoke Reddy, Y B 
Chavan and other members of 
the party leadershio to initiate 
disciplinary acticn and expel her 
and her supporters from the 
party so that she could then go 
before the "people" and say once 
again that she had been badly 
treated. Reddy, Chavan and their 
colleagues in the party High 
Command were not ready to pro- 
vide her that opportunity. They 
decided to play it cool and let 
her get out of the party if she 
So decided for whatever reasons 
she had. The most commonly dis- 
cussed was her desire to create 
a political Shield for herself 
against any action the Janata 
Party Government might take on 
the basis of the renorts of the 
enquiry commissions now going 
into various emergency excess. 
es including her younger son's 
role in the most lurid or cruel 
of them. З : 


The -leadership | appeared to _ 


have decided to ignore the re. 
Signation letters at least till they 
have had a clearer assessment of 
Тойга Gandhi’s intentions: this 


may come after the convention 


she has called, meets. In the 
meanwhile they will also know 
how the ordinary Congressman 
Teacts—though even at midweek 


they were fairly sure that a ma- 
jority of the Congress units in 
the various States and members 
of Parliament and legislatures 
were with them. 

For Indira Gandhi herself, the 
response to the convention would 
show what she should do now— 
try to storm the AICC office with 
her firebrand followers or the 
goons hired by the caucus or 
leave the Congress and form a 
new party. The convention will 
thus mark the comoletion of the 
first phase of the second Congress 
split and the beginning of the 
more crucial second phase in 
which both sides may have to 
fight a grim protracted struggle 
to claim the party flag, the sym- 
bol and offices of the Indian Na- 
tional Congress—besides the alle- 
giance of Congressmen across the 
country. 


DISAPPOINTMENT 


Indira Gandhi lost the first 
round of her challenge when 
she could not secure the support 
of more than seven members of 
the 21-member Working Com- 
mittee. She must have felt dis- 
appointed when, even after per- 
seal teiephone calls, several 
members declined to sign the 
joint resignation letter drafted 
by P V Narasimha Rao. Only 


. her known followers—Keamlapati 
Mir Qa- 


Tripathi, A P Sharma, 


Prehmananda Reddy and Mrs Gandhi at the AICC office after j 
| . the Congress Founding Day flag hoisting. ; 
CC-0. In Public Domain. UP Stage Museum, Hazratganj. Lucknow 


sim, Virendra Verma, P V Nara- 
simha Rao, Maragatham, . Chan- 
drasekhar and  Buta Singh — 
agreed to sign on the dotted line, 
The name of Shankar Dayal 
Sharma, all along known to 
have been close to her—though 
he mever displayed this support 
in the manner the cruder “pri. 
ests at her temple” like A R An. 
tulay and V P Sathe—was miss. 
ing from the list. Besides de. 
clining to sign the resignation 
letter, he announced his decision 
not to attend the convention call- 
ed by her followers on January 
1 and 2. Another notable name 
missing was that of K C Pant, 
who had carefully avoided tak- 
ing sides in tàe current strife to 
maintain the neutral role of a 
peacemaker but who was expect- 
ed by many to stand by Indira 
Gandhi when chips were down, 
Pant announced that he found no 
reason why he should resign and 
also that he would keen out of 
Indira ' Gandhi's convention. 
There was a report (unconfirmed 
till Wednesday) that like Mir 


Qasim, V P Naik may also end . 


up on Indira Gandhi’s side be. 
cause of the personal and poli- 
tical equations in the Maharash- 
tra Congress, if not for personal 
inclinations or antipathies. How- 
ever, he also refused to auit the 
CWC at her behest or attend the 
convention. 
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A majority of the Working 
Committee memibers—13 against 
eight—thus stood by the party 
leadership till mid-week. That 
kept the party High Command 
solid as a block, which must 
have dashed Indira. Gandhi's 
hopes of sharply dividing the 
Working Committee so that she 
could claim to be the leader of 
the "real" Congress and drag 
her rivals into a long-drawn court 
case, It does not, however, mean 
that she is going to give up the 
claim easily even mow. Нег 
whole effort now is likely to be 
directed to ensure that Reddy 
and Chavan cannot take their 
men to the forthcoming Assem- 
bly polls as Congressmen. 


What must have further caused 
despair in Indira Gandhi's camp 
is the wide support received by 
Reddy and Chavan to their call 
for the boycott of her convention 
from Congressmen throughout 
the country. ` Immediately as 


AICC general secretary V B 
Raju released the two-page 
joint statement of Reddy 


and Chavan (characterising 
the convention as a "facade and 
camouflage" for splitting the 
party), messages began pouring 
in from a large number of MPs, 
AICC members, PCC presidents 
and other office-bearers as well 
as prominent Congressmen en- 
dorsing their call. Within a few 
hours, ће PCC presidents of 
Madhya Pradesh, Rajasthan, Ma- 
harashtra, Punjab, Haryana, 
West Bengal, Karnataka, Andhra 
Pradesh, Orissa and Assam as 
well as leaders of the legislature 
parties of several States announ- 
ced their allegiance to the party 
High Command. Prominent Con- 
gressmen including K D Mala- 
viya, Bhaktvatslam, Triloki Singh, 
Ramlakhan Yadav and many 
others came out strongly against 
the proposed convention. Of the 
four Comgress Chief Ministers, 
only one, ‘Karnataka’s Devraj 
Urs, stood by her, 


Thus, it appeared that even in 
the 639«nember AICC, for which 
most of the men were hand pick- 
ed by her at the time of the last 
organisational election in 1972, 
Indira Gandhi might not be able 
to secure majority support, par- 
ticularly as many of Kamlapati 
Tripathi’s followers in. UP may 
desert him in the crucial battle. 
Senior UP Congressmen like 
Baldeo Singh Arya, Jagan Prasad 
Rawat, Dharam Dutt Vaidya, Lake 
Shmi Shenkar Yaday, Shiv Swa- 
Toop Singh and Shiv Nath Singh 
have already informed Reddy. 
that they stand by the party 
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leadership. There is still a possi- 
bility that if Tripathi mobilises 
all his men and resources, he 
may be able to secure a majo- 
rity for Indira Gandhi among 
the AICC members in her home 
State. Another State where she 
expects to get a majority of AICC 
members on her side is Bihar, 
though many like Baliram Bhagat 
and Ramlakhan Singh Yadav say 
the majority of Congressmen in 
the legislature as well as the 
AICC will support the party High 
Command. Even in Karnataka, 
Urs himself expects only about 
15 to 20 of the 32 AICC members 
to attend the convention. 


Every move of hers since her 
outburst against Reddy and Cha- 
van at the last AICC session is 
meticulously planned and pre- 
cise in detail. There is thus rea- 
son to believe that she has a very 
definite vlan for herself. As her 
close associates say, she had be- 
come suspect of Reddy's loyalty 
and intentions immediately after 
his election as the Congress pre- 
sident. She was unhappy about 
the resolution adopted at the 
AICC session held after the de- 
feat of the party in the Lok 
Sabha poll. The resolution had 
referred critically to the emer- 
gency misuse of nower. She was 
keen that the references be res- 


cinded at an opportune time. She ' 


was also keen to ensure that 
those critical of the emergency 
excesses and misuse of power are 
not only denied any position of 
influence in the party but also 
gradually weeded out of it. Obvi- 
ously, Reddy did not carry out 
her designs in this regard. This 
annoyed her much, 5 


Perhaps, what annoyed her 
most was the unwillingmess of 
Reddy and Chavan to use the 
Congress as a sheild to protect 
the guilty, She was unhappy 
about Reddy’s refusal to take ac- 
tion against those who had record- 
ed critical statements about emer- 
gency excesses with the Shah 
Commission investigators. She 
was also ammoyed that Reddy 
and Chavan were not playing 
court to her as they used to in 
the past. Every decision Reddy 
or Chavan attempted to take in- 


` dependent of her angered Mrs 


Gandhi. This was particularly true 
im matters like constitution of 


‘the Andhra Pradesh and Karna- 


taka PCCs, While all those grie- 
vances were building up inside 
her, she seemed to be becoming 
ever more desperate over what 
was happening around her, par- 
ticularly the various enquiries 
into the emergency affairs relat- 
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ing to her and her close associa- 
tes. 

Obviously Reddy and Chavan 
were reluctant to allow her to 
use the Congress ag a shield to 
protect herself and her emer- 
gency associates, including, her 
son, Sanjay Gandhi. But they 
were  unwiling to agree to 
her demand that the Congress 
defend the emergency in toto, 
They seemed to argue that the 
Congress can defend its policies 
and programmes and any. mis- 
takes committed in their imple- 
mentation by the partymen of 
the Indira Gandhi Government, 
But the Congress could not be 
used to defend misuse of power. 


STRATEGY 


Her strategy at first was to 
confront the party leadership 
with the two eaually undesirable ' 
alternatives of either surrender- 
ing to her wishes or facing а 
split in the hove that, fearing a 
split, they would finally crumble 
down before her. That was the 
objective behind the requisition 
move, which failed miserably. 
She changed her tactics end this 
time threatened possible split by 
resigning from the Working 
Committee while encouraging 
Urs to defy the party leadership. 


: Her ‘followers soon began pre- 


paring for a rebel AICC session. 
The provosal was later amended 
under the pressure of  peace- 
makers like Swaran Singh, V P - 
Naik, K C Pant and  Hitendra 


-Desai. Instead of calling a “rebel 


AICC” session, they began call- 
ing it a convention of Congress. 
men. Indira Gandhi had hoped 
that once Reddy accepts her re- 
signation, she will find enough 
support from amcag the CWC 
members on the plea that a split 
in the party was being forced 
by him and Chavan and not by 
her. However, Reddy and Chavan 
resolved to keen a decision on . 
her resignation pending on the. 
suggestion of the peacemakers. 
Feeling that they were showing 
signs of weakness, Indira Gandhi 
decided to giye a boost to the 


convention by agreeing to preside 


over its two sessions, All the 
preparations continued to be, 
made as if it were a rebel AICC 
session, 


Reddy and Chavan shocked 
her with their decision to suspend 
Urs from the Congress. She hit 
back hard by pulling her seven 
Supporters out of the Congress 
Working Committee, leaving only 
the split to be formalised which 
might be. done soon after the 
convention. 2 
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Kow-Towing To Carter 


E will never know the mea- 
W surements Nani Palkhivala 
took of Lillian Carter’s feet. But 
he has let the world know that 
the prospects of Indo-American 
relations measure truly up to 
the desire of all the like-minded 
people who would stoop to be 
conquered. He considers the 
possibilities unprecedented, and 
so do the official spokesmen of 
"Washington. And, both sides 
stress their common grounds ot 
‘hope. 

It is striking that while, in the 
case of Indo-Soviet ties, both 
‘sides emphasize that the endur- 
ing friendship transcends a!l po- 
litical barriers, both New Delhi 
and Washington should be harp- 
ing on the point that Indo-Ame- 
rican relations have reached , a 
new phase of ardour with the 
recent changes of governments 
in the two countries, This may 
seem to imply a special kind of 
relations depending upon a se- 
lective: bias, but it is actualiy 
sought to be projected as the 
correction of a past bias. The 
basic theme of the propagandists 
of the new tilt is that recent 
political changes have brought 
about a community of outlook 
between the two countries. It is 
claimed that both the Janata 
Government and the Carter Ad- 
ministration are committed io 
“democracy” and “decency in 
publie life". The projection is 
then made from the internation- 
al to foreign policies io -posit 
that India has shifted to a stance 
of “genuine nonaliznment” and 
the US toa more vigcrous 
championship of “human righis”. 

President Carters three-day 
‘visit to India, beginning оп 
Sunday, it is rhapsodized, will 
herald a new age of joint Indo- 
“American endeavour in the pro- 
motion of these hazy but high- 
‘sounding objectives. What this 
‘Thetorical camouflage conceals 
‚сап help to reveal the shape of 
the concerted diplomatic and 
economic. offensive directed 
against India's immediate and 
long-term interests, 


IMPLICATIONS 


What, in the first place, are 
the specific implications of “gen- 


‘uine nonalignment” or how in 


fact has it paved the wa 

better Indo-American: AES 
The first indication of change in 
‘this regard, noted approvingl!” 
‘by the Pentagon, was the Indian 
Government's decision to treat 
Diego Garcia as non-existent. If 
India had earlier aligned itself 


with the other littoral countries 
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and ‘the Socialist world in pro- 
testing against the building of a 
full-fledged imperialist military 
base in the Indian Ocean, posing 
a direct threat to it, it has now 
been decided to campaign 
against al] “super-power pre- 
sence” in the  ocean—even 
though all absurd theories about 
the “Soviet presence” in the re- 
gion have been disproved con- 
clusively. 

A second indication, of ап 
even more serious nature, Was 
Prime Minister Morarji Desai's 
off-the-cuff assurance that India 
would not conduct any more 
nuclear explosions even ior 
peaceful purposes. It has since 
been clarified, following a pub- 
lic outcry, that this was not a 
policy announcement; but the 
men in Washington have conti- 
nued to treat it precisely as such, 
Only recently, they ventured. to 
suggest that since India had 
given up its right to conduct 
nuclear explosions on its own, it 
should have no objection to. an 
international or Americar in- 
spection of the Indian  nuciear 
plants under construction also. 
New Delhi is reported to nave 
rejected the proposal and point- 
ed out that such an arrangement 


"would amount to an  encroach- 


ment on India's sovereignty. 
Undeterred, the ^ Americans 
have gone on to express the 


hope that.the Prime Minister's 


statement promises also to nar- 
row the differences over the Nu- 
clear Non-Proliferation Treaty. 

` A third major proof of "genu- 
ine nonalignment" has been seen 
in India’s ambiguous reaction 


‘to the Sadat’ mission to Israel. 


Somewhat in the style of the 


‘American establishment (where 


any outrageous foreign policy 


‘announcement is accompanied 


by media leaks about alleged 


‘differences between the White 


House, the State Department and 
the Congress about it), it was 
later said that it was only an 
official who had hailed the event, 
and that the Government itself 


-has stuck to its position of . not 


reacting to the situation — 
though clearly attempt, were be- 


ing made to disunite the  anti- 


Zionist camp in West Asia and 


weaken the cause of the Pales- 


tinians, j 
CRUSADE 
The heightened US commit- 
ment to “human rights" under 


‘Carter, similarly is beginning 
to be seen as an attempt to re- 


vive the cold war era of Dulles. 
The US rulers have revealed no 
hew awareness of the threat to 


.economie aspects of 


*human rights" posed by rac; 
—the Black US peme 
presentative to the UN, Andrew 
Young, has in fact been sharply 
pulled up for talking too much 
about the subject, and American 
efforts are continuing to stall 
the peaceful settlement of the 
South African and Rhodesian 
issues. The mantra of “human 
rights", on the other hand, i, 
being used as a cover for the 
stepped up activities of the mili. 
tary hawks and monopolist pro. 
fiteers. A corollary to the theory 
of "human rights" has been a 
phenomenal increase in the Us 
military budget under the pew 
President, This has been accom. 
panied by a new offensive tg 
stall the dialogue with the So. 
viet Union on detente by mak. 
ing it conditional on Carters 
right to pronounce frequently on 
Soviet internal affairs. It will be 
a genuine interpretation of the 
concept of nonalignment if the 
developing nations are not asked 
or expected to be neutral on 
such vital questions of world 
peace. But today’s rulers of our 
country are not prepared to 
adopt such a position. 

American propagandists pre- 
paring India for Carter are ped- 
dling the theory that the US 
foreign policy now represent, a 
radical departure from the 
legacy of the Nixon-Ford-Kissin. 
ger years and seeks also to cor- 
rect the “tilt” of that period 
against India. The basic chaage 
is spelt out in an official sum- 
mary thus: “In the wake of the 
Vietnam experience and the do- 
mestic turmoil of the mid-!97Us, 
Mr Carter realized that such аз 
adjustment required the ciear- 
ing away of some  underb usb’ 
THis he did in an address to 


‘Notre Dame University on May 
:22, reminding the world that the | 
United States was no longer 


paralyzed by self-doubt or 80% 
erned by leaders infected wit 
a ‘covert pessimism’ about thé 
future of democratic systems « 


It is against the perspective 0 


this global role America un e | 


t гпей 


Carter is seeking to asser бш 


that the significance of the А 
ter visit has to be measur, 
Tke public emphasis on the 
t on th 


саѕіог ig likely to be DOMO Аше 


rican relations (which will сод 
the proposal to active Ш 
Indo-US Joint Commission po 
tune with the new Indie ІА 
licy ot indulgence towards I 
tinationals). But no © n 
"genuine nonalignment ^ «al | 
hide the dangerous PY tion | 
dimension of the special Te ^ bA _ 
ship that is being s0Ue™ i 
built. ' 
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YEAR-END REVIEWS 
YEAR-ND REVIEWS 


mes 
1. 


Many Shocks, Many Questions. 


А YEAR of natural and other dis- 

& asters, shocks, surprises, and 
collapse of an authoritarien regime 
the debri of which still clutters the 
political scene, mounting viol- 
ence against the poor and grow- 
ing disillusionment among the 
masses—1977 passes into history 
as the Indian horizon seems 
clouded by thick mists of un- 
certainty and anxiety. The polity 
is threatened with fragmenta- 
tion, administration lg in the 
doldrums; and in spite of a mas- 
sive buffer stock and a comfor- 
table foreign exchange position 
the economy is pulled in contra- 
dictory directiong in bursts of 
passion and bigotry. 

The year began under.a con- 
tinuing pull of emergency mis- 
rule, though it soon saw the 
people assert themselves at the 
first given opportunity with 
quiet determination, and with a 
vengeance, they rejected the 
emerging depotic structure. Dy- 
nastic ambitions spearheaded by 
an individual surrounded by a 
caucus were ended. The uninter- 
rupted 30-year rule of the Con- 
gress also ended, and it was 


followed by intriguing effort, to 
split the party and push the 92- 
National 


year-old Indian Con- 


Prime Minister Morarji Desai after election as. 
leader of the Janata Parliamentary Party. 
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gress into a disastrous and un- 
certain future. 


. It was a year of poetic justice 
in that Neelam Sanjiva Reddy, 
whose candidature for the Presi- 
dentship of the Republic led to 
the 1969 split in the Congress, 
Was installed as the head of the 
Republie with Congress support. 
Morarji Desai, whom historical 
forces had consigned to the poli- 
tical wilderness, emerged to as- 
sume the ‘office of the Prime Mi- 
nister which had sought for long 
and without success. And a re- 
cent fugitive from law and self- 
confessed planner of sabotage 
and subversion, George Fernan- 
des became a:member of the 
Central Council of Ministers, 
The Jayaprakash Narayan cru- 
sade against corruption out of 
which emerged the Janata Party 
failed to prevent the installation 
in the new Governments of 
Persons involved before earlier 
Commissions of Enquiry on such 
charges. 


Events which brougat about 
these sweeping changes were 
triggered off by. former Prime 
Minister Indira Gandhis deci- 
sion to hold elections to the Lok 
Sabha in March. Though the in- 
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ternal emergency proclaimed on 
fateful June 25, 1975, continued 
to be enforced, leaders of  vari- 
ous political parties opposed to 
the Congress were released from 
jail. They managed to belie the 
expectation that their disperate 
groups — wedded to conflicting 
ideologies and pursuing diver- 
gent policies—would fail to put 
up a united front. By keeping 
them together in jail during the 
period of the emergency Indira 
Gandhi may have prepared the 
ground for their coming to- 
gether. Their passion for revenge 
spurred them to push their dif- 
ferences under the carpet, and 
pursue single-mindedly the ob- 
jective of pulling down Indira 
Gandhi from .power. 


But the one single develop- 
ment which electrified the  at- 
mosphere and finally tilted the 
scales against the Congress was 
Jagjivan Ram’s decision to quit 
the Congress and the  Govern- 
ment with Bahuguna and other 
colleagues soon after elections 
were announced. It sent the for- 
mer Prime Minister into panic, 
brought about a massive shift п 
the Scheduled Caste votes, help- 
ed the people to free themselves 
from the climate of fear and acted 


e 


SEE 


Former Prime Minister Mrg Indira Gandhi after 
her release, à 


as a morale 
newiy-born Janata Party. The 


alliance of Jagjivan Ram, Bahu- 
guna and their friends enabled 
the communalists and obscuran- 
tists in the Janata Party to hide 
their real face, helped the mino- 
rities and the poor—a sizable 
section of the Muslims and the 
Harijans—swing in its support. 
Even the rural poor were lulled 
into supporting the defenders of 
the landlords and the socially 
and economically dominant 
classes in the country, 

And, when elections came, as 
if by a giant broom, the Con- 
gress was swept of the political 
scene in the vast northern 
stretch from Punjab to West 
Bengal and Orissa. Not only the 
Prime Minister and her son suf- 
fered ignominous defeats but the 
Congress drew a blank in Bihar, 
Uttar Pradesh, Haryana and 
Punjab. the two other Hindi- 
speaking States, Rajasthan and 
Madhya Pradesh—first managed 
to send one Congress member 
each to the Lok Sabha. South of 
the Vidhyas, the picture was dif- 


Acting President B, p, J 
» D, Jatti 
fhe Prime Minister d 


ministering the oath of office 
India to Могагјі Desai. v 


gress decisively. The United 
Front in Kerala and Tamilnadu 
added to the Congress strength 
and enabled it to become the 
biggest Opposition in the Lok 
Sabha. 

The rout in the North ap- 
peared largely to be а conse- 
quence of the excesses committed 
in Delhi which had become the 
laboratory for the experiments 
conducted by the  caucus  sur- 
rounding the former Prime Mi- 
nister—experiments with human 
lives and liberty. Indira 
Gandhi appeared to have  com- 
pletely cut herzelf off from pub- 
lic opinion and all channels of 
democratic communication were 
blocked, The intensity of the 
wrath of the people — which 
they had carefully kept conceal- 
ed — came as a shock to the 
vanquished. Even the visitors 
were surprised; in the wildest of 
their dreams, they did not ex- 
pect such sweeping success, The 
fury with which the people were 
determined to oust the Congress 
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but also in the success of mu 
CPM-led Left Front in Wes 
Bengal. 


The Congress lost in the North 
because the Opposition succeed. 
ed in making democracy versus 
dictatorship the main issue. it 
won in the South where the bat 
tle assumed the character of a 
irial of strength between th 
rich and the poor. £ 


Riding on the crest of its sue 
cess in the Lok Sabha elections 
the Janata Party lost no time in 
itg bid to consolidate its hold in 
the States; it dissolved the Ag. 
semblies in nine States, without 


caring for criticism and protest 
and once again ripped a rich 
harvest. The success of Janata 
Party and its allies, the — CP-M 


and the Akalis, in the State As. 
sembly elections completed the 
first chapter of the роѕі-етег- 
gency hurricane which swept the 
country. The victory of the 
ADMK in Tamilnadu and later 
Sheikh  Abdulla’s success jn 
Jammu and Kashmir highlighted 
the emergence of regional 
forces. 


Saddled with power, the Ja- 
nata Party Government felt lost 
—except where the various 
passion, of its constituents pe- 
came the base for the reversal 
of major policies specially in the 
field of economy, education, sci- 
ence and technology and plan- 
ning, During the first few weeks 
the people were served with а 
plethora of attractive promises; 
removal of destitution, unem- 
ployment, and illiteracy, and 


promise of a new deal for Ше | 


villagers, generous assurances 
to the industrial workers «nd 
freedom all round. But the eu- 
phoria began to wane rapidly. 


5 „Prices began to shoot up, house- 
ow Wives 
' complaining, 


and consumers started 
workers! agitations 
began to be greeted with grow- 
ing intolerance and repressi. 
But the biggest change аќ 
came about was in rural India. 
The landlords, confident that 
their Government in power, le 
loose a reign of terror agains 
the Harijans and other sections 
of the rural poor. Belehi, where 
16 poor Harijans were but 

alive, became the symbol of nu- 
merous other incidents of ЛУ 
human atrocities against a? 

repression of the socially 4 

economically oppressed section, 
Of society. 


_Not surprisingly, h 
tion of land reforms was pus noe 
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economy multinational 91069 0 
business began to be wooed. 
The planning process came un- 
der attack and the concept of 
time-bound larget-oriented five. 
year Plans were sought to be 
Scrapped with the introduction 
of the rolling Plan, The auto- 
поту of scientific research insi- 
tutions was sought to be under 
mined; and the Government's 
renunciation of nuclear explo 
slong even for peaceful purposes 
and research was viewed by the 
scientific community as a surven- 
der to American pressure, A po. 
uey of freezing India’, indus. 
trial development was ` paraded 
as homage to the development of 
small and rural industries. In 
fact the role of the backward- 
looking forces in politics reflaet. 
ed itself in the field of economic 
policy, 


While power acted ag a bind- 
ing force and enabled the dis- 
perate components of the Janata 
conglomerate to remain to- 
gether, tensions erupted in sev- 
eral States and even as the year 
ended, there were little signg of 
the Janata Party acquiring the 
feature of a viable and  homo- 
genous political force. By strik 
ing a bargain between themsel- 
ves, the Jana Sangh and BLD 
succeeded im capturing the chief- 
ministership in the  Janata-rvn 
States. But this alerted the other 
components who discerned jn the 
emerging pattern a silly device on 
the part of RSS to spread its 
tentacles far and wide, 

Apart from the personal ambi- 
tions of Charan Singh, who con- 
tinued to covet the primeminis- 
tership, differences pegan to be- 
come sharper within the Janata 
Party on several issues. Denigra- 
tion and defence of  Jawaharlal 
Nehru, attack and support for 
the publie sector, pleas for in- 
dustrial development and oppo- 
Sition, support and opposition for 
an open door policy towards 
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From left: H. N. Bahuguna, Jag 


multinational corporatioas, 1m- 
plementation and shelving of 
land reforms and several other 
controversies revealed the difier- 
ence in approach and poiiey 
amongst the various Janata 
leaders. At one stage, it ap- 
peared that a serious confronta- 
tion might develop. 


The bungling evident in the 
arrest and release of Indira 
Gandhi and the volatile public 
reaction to it helped, on the one 
hand, the former Prime Minister 
to launch a big offensive to cap- 
ture the Congress and, as a 
reaction; checked the process of 
differentiation between the vari- 
ous Janata Party groups, The 
fear of Indira Gandhi and the 
entire emergency retinue com- 
ing back to the forefront spurred 
the Janata leadership to patch 
up their differences at least for 
the time being, 


Indira Gandhi, who drew big 
crowds during her visits to 


First Janata election rally at Каш Ша grounds. 
JANUARY 1, 1978 
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jivan Ram and Nandini Satpathy. 


Uttar Pradesh, Bihar and Guja- 
rat, launched a campaign to 
capture the Congress; and on 
meeting with resistance from the 
party leadership, she appeared 
determined to break it. While on - 
ihe one hand she was engaged 
in forging a politica] instrument 
completely subservient to her, 
she simultaneously began a 
dogged legal battle on the ques- 
tion of the procedures followed 
by the Commission of Enquiry 
headed by Justice J, C. Shah. 
Depositions before the Commis- 
sion included shocking allega- 
tions of atrocities, excesses, 
abuse of power, emergence of 
the extra-constitutional autho- 
rity and actions that inflicted 
unheard of hardships on the 
poor, the weak and the defence- 
less. Commissions of enquiry 
were also set up to go into the 
affairs of the Maruti, the 
Nagarwala episode, allegation, 
about amassing of wealth by *or- 
mer Defence Minister Bansi Lal. 


While the proceedings of these 
commissions were given wide 
publicity (undoubtedly damaging 
the image of the former Prime 
Minister and her entourage) it 
did not help the Janata Party to 
maintain its hold on the popular 
mind or to keep its own house in 
order, From West Bengal, where 
the aged P. C. Sen refused to 
head the ad hoc State commit- 
tee as a protest against the in- 
clusion of allegedly undesirable 
elements in it, to Haryana where 
like his old foe Bansi Lal Janata 
Chief Minister Devi Lal was 
locked in a battle with the only 
woman Minister Shushma Swa- 
raj the Janata Party appeared to 
be in the grip of serious convul- 


sions, A majority of the Janata | 
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legislators were demanding the 
ouster of the Chief Minister „of 
Himachai Pradesh and the ailing 
Maanya rradesh Chief Minister 
Кайазһ Joshi was struggling 
hard to survive the machinations 
of RSS strongman УК Saklecha 
(who had earlier been deprived 
of the chiefministership because 
the Socialists threw their support 
in Joshi's favour). In Rajasthan, 
the BLD group kept away from 
the Ministry and Chief Minister 
Bhairon Singh Shekhawat conti- 
nued to postpone expansion of 
his Cabinet on one pretext ог 
another. Bihar Cong(O) leader 
Satyanarain Singh waited in the 
wings as Chief Minister Karpoori 
Thakur went on a self-purifica- 
tion fast to repair his tattered 
image. In Uttar Pradesh an un. 
declared war raged between the 
supporters of Home Minister 
Charan Singh and Bahuguna 
which found its reflection in the 
defeat of the Janata Party in a 
by-election to the State Assem- 
bly from the Lucknow city con- 
stituency, Sensing that  dissatis- 
faction wag mounting within the 
Janata ranks against him aad 
various constituent leaders were 
trying to.isolate him, Charan 
Singh decided to demonstrate his 
strength by organising a mas- 
sive rally on his birthday and 
staked the claims of the  kisans 
to lead both the State and the 
Central Governments, 


WARFARE 


While the ruling Janata con- 
glomeration was thu, engaged in 
internicine warfare, the quality 
of the administration in the 
States continued to deteriorate. 
While a chain of about 500 rail- 
way accidents resulting in the 
death of over 250 people and 
injuries to an equal number led 
to the demand of Madhu Dan- 
davate’s resignation, many Ja- 
nata legislators and others asked 
the Prime Minister to remove 
Charan Singh from the Home 
Ministry because of his failure 
to give effective protection ^ to 
Harijans and other weaker sec- 
tions. Deterioration in the admini- 
Stration was also reflected їп the 
increasing incidents of communal 
and other disturbances, The Luck- 
now and the Varanasi riots were 


symbolic of the general failure of zin 


the administration. There was in- 
creasing evidence of intolerance 
towards working class agitations 
—the killings in Kanpur and 
Bhilai and the arrest of thou- 
Sands of teachers in Madhya Pra- 


desh were symptomatic of the 


Government's attitude. 

While the Janata Party was 
struggling to acquire some со- 
herence under these stresses and 
strains, the Congress for the 
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greater part of the year was en- 
gaged in a bitter internal strug- 
gle By encouraging the move 
for the ouster of Brahmananda 
Reddy from the Congres, presi- 
dentship and installing herself 
in that office, Indira Ganihi set 
in motion a process reminiscent 
in form of the split in the Con- 
gress in 1969. The script ap- 
peared to be the same—charges 
of a conspiracy with the Janata 
Party, radical rhetoric, grievance 
about the persecution of sup- 
porters, the move to requisition 
an AICC meeting, etc. There 
was a difference, Unlike in 1969 
when she was the Prime Minis- 
ter and she was helped to earn a 
radical image by a majority of 
Congressmen who had for long 
felt thwarted by old-time 
bosses, this ‘time Indira Gandhi 
was out of power and the peo- 
ple had before them the experi- 
ence of several years of her un- 
challenged leadership. During 
this period they had witnessed 
not only intrigues and conspira- 
cies but also a wide chasm bet- 
ween promises and performance. 
However, Indira Gandhi appear- 
ed determined to gamble rely- 


ing on her assessment of her in-. 


fluence amongst the people, spe- 
cially the poorer sections, and 
her capacity to activate them. 
On the other hand, Congress 
leader, specially party president 
Brahmananda Reddy and leader 
of the Parliamentary Opposition 
Yashwantrao Chavan were not 
prepared to accept Indira Gan- 
dhi's Supreme leadership. They 
insisted on the acceptance of the 
Principles of inner-party demo- 
cracy and collective ; leadership 
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‘through the 


as enunciated by the All India 
Congress Committee immediate. 
ly aiter the Lok Sabha elections. 
But anxious as they were not to 
split the party specially when 
Andhra Pradesh, Maharashtra 
Karnataka, Assam and Meghalaya 


were go to the polls, senior 
Congress leaders continued to 
make desperate effort; 10 pre. 


vent a split. 


LEFT UNITY 


While the Janata Party and 
the Congress were thus embroil. 
ed in their own internal pro. 
blems, hopes of left unity were 
yet to make any significant head. 
way. The CPI, engaged as it was 
in a reappraisal of its policies 
and political  postures during 
the last two years, gave a call 
for the unity of left and demo. 
cratic forces, The CP-M, anxious 
to avoid a confrontation with the 
Centre, was not only acting as a 
regional status quo party in 
West Bengal but was also bend- 
ing over backwards to keep it. 
self on the right side of the Janata. 
Though Mr Namboodiripad's hope 
of pulling down the United Front 
Government in Kerala became 
somewhat subdued after Chief 
Minister A. K. Antony’s victory 
in an Assembly by-election, the 
party continued to respond cool- 
ly to the offer of the evolution 
of a closer relationship between 
the. two Communist parties. 


As India enters the new year, 
the people face several challen- 
ges. Will the two major political 
parties be able to survive their 
internal strains? If they do not, 
will this lead to a new align- 
ment of forces based on policies 
and programmes of secularism, 
socialism, commitment to dem». 
cratic values, modernisation and 
rapid economic development 
instrumentality 0 
planning and emphasis on the 
public sector? Does the country 
face the danger of political 
fragmentation and emergence 0 
regional forces? Will the mount- 
ing tensions in rural areas те- 
sult in increased violence an 
conflicts? Will the youth and 
students, who are again show- 
ing signs of restiveness (as evi- 


denced by the disruption of stu- 


dies in 42 universities) Wi 
again rise in revolt against poli- 
tical establishments? Will the 
left parties grasp the oppor- 
tunity that offers itself and еп 
deavour to emerge as a natio 
alternative. 


Above all, will the po! 
system be able to provide 
solution to the burning pro 
of the people before India 
ters the eighties? 
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New Tensions In Kashmir 


(HE ushering in 
“political stability, resulting 
from unprecedented popular 
participation in the Assembly 
elections, tops the credit column 
of the year's  balance-sheet of 
events in Jammu and Kashmir, 
while the promulgation of the re- 
pressive Public Safety Ordinance 
tops the debit column. Between 
these two, State experienced Go- 
vernors' rule for the first time 
since independence following the 
fall of the Sheikh Abdullah Go- 
vernment after the Pradesh Con- 
gress withdrew its support within 
a few days of the sudden change- 
over at the Centre, Within three 
months, Abdullah swept his Na 
tional Conference back to power 
through an impressive election 
victory and once again establis- 
ed his position in the State's 
politics. 


of durable 


A significant outcome ‘of the 
Assembly elections was that the 
prolonged controversy over the 
question of the State's accession 
has been buried deep. All parties 
and groups, including the extre- 
mist secessionists participated 
actively in the elections and no 
one even mentioned accession. 
Serious aberrations in the past on 
this account had hampered growth 
both in the democratic and socio- 
economic spheres, The change au- 
gurs. well for the country and the 
State. Perhaps it was with this in 
view that President Neelam San- 
jiva Reddy during his autumn 
visit to the State observed that 
the people of the State had once 
again put their seal of approval 
on accession and in the  .process 
proved that their historic decision 
taken in 1947 was correct. 


The Janata Party set un its unit 
in the State just before the elect- 
ion and the senior leaders includ- 
ing Morarj Desai, Charan Singh 
and Jagjivan Ram sought to bolster 
its image. When the chips - were 
down and the election results 


Sheikh Abdullah addressing a mammoth rally at Hazrat-Bal. 
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were announced it became clear 
that Kashmir soil is most un- 
suited for the growth of the Jana- 
ta seed at least as long as it car- 
ries the stigma of RSS domi-at- 
lon. The Congress too was maul- 
ed Бу Abdullah's regional Na- 
tional conference forcing it to va- 
cate the seat of power. The fierce 
election rivalries however did mot 
prevent Abdullah from offering a 
friendly hand to the Congress with 
one qualification: he favoured the 
Indira Gandhi faction. 


EGO 


This in a way is an off-shoot 
of the Janata leaders’ attitude to- 
wards Abdullah. He has not 
visited New Delhi even once dur- 
ing the last six months after as- 
suming office, Relations between 
him and the Centre are anything 
but cordial known for his ego 
Abdullah sought to assert the 
State's autonomous powers vis-a- 
vis the Centre. He set up a six- 
member Cabinet sub-committee to 
review all Central laws extended 
to the State after August „1953. 
Whether he can achieve his pur- 
pose without. the Centre's good- 
will does not seen to bother him. 
He claims his Government is 
competent to reject Central laws 
found' to be detrimental to the 
interests of the | people of the 
State or encroaching upon the 
State’s special status, Interestingly 
when the Congress managed to 
oust him from power in March. 
He tried his best. to. join’ hands 
with the Janata leaders but did 
not succeed. The Janata Party not 
only spurned him but went fur- 
ther to patronise every group and 
individual known to be opposed 
to Abdullah — of course, with di- 
astrous results for the Janata 
Party, These developments left a 
trail of bitterness leading to 
strained Centre-State relations, 


The promulgation of the Public 


Safety Ordinance, widely condem- 


ned for its repressive provisions 
has aggravated tensions. Abdul- 
lah’s reply to Charan Singh's 
letter on the ordinance is an in- 
dication, Abdullah expressed sur- 
prise over the criticism of his 
action to “defend the secuiiy of 
the State and the country in which 
the Centre is also an equal part- 
пег”. 

While Abdullah has majority 
support in the Kashmir  Vailey, 
his position in Jammu and La- 
dakh is not all strong. Jammu’s 
politics is in a melting pot with 
the Congress in disarray and the: 
Janata in a shambles. Dr Karan 
Singh heads dissident ^ Congress- 
men, while the RSS intrigues have 
split the Janata unit into three 
parallel bodies, 


On the administrative front, 
Abdullah’s Government took 
some bold decisions like the fur- 
her reduction in food subsidy 
aad introduction of the three 
language formula in educational 
institutions. But some of its act- 
ions have invited criticism, De- 
nial of bonus to the industrial 
workers, the refusal to reinstate 
14 office-bearers of the low-paid 
employees federation who were 
dismissed summarily during the 
emergency and promulgation of 
the ordinance have created  re- 
sentment. Abdullah has been ac-’ 
cused of squandering the State's: 
meagre resources by appointing 
an army of Ministers the Minis- 
try with 24 members is the lar- 
gest so far and acting vindictively 
against trade unions and the 
working class, Another disturbing |. 
feature is the manner im which 
Panchayat elections in the Kash- 
mir Valley have been held. Al 
Opposition parties have alleged 
large-scale rigging and violence, 
and the State Government has 
besne unable to rebut this change: 
effectively. s 


Among the distinguished visitors . 


to the State during the year Were, 


| 
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Anti-price rise rally. 


besides President Reddy, Indira 
Gandhi and West Bengal Chief 
Minister Jyoti Basu. Basu came 
to seek  Abdullah's support for 
his autonomy demand, but the 
Kashmir leader did not oblige 
him. Abdullah would like to pre- 
serve his distinctive position in 
the matter. He. believes the 
State already enjoys a constitu- 
tionally guaranteed special status, 


which may get diluted by joining 
hands with other States aspiring 


to achieve such a position them- 
selves. 

Decimation of the 
parties at the hustings 
versely affected labour organisa- 
tions It was evident from the 
lack of support forthcoming from 
the political parties for their 
bonus demand, and their own 
failure to organise a well sustain- 
ed movement in this regard. Poli- 
tical expediencies have deprived 
them of their right to achieve 
their legitimate dues, 


opposition 
has ad- 


From Bad To Worse 


TT has been a year of overall 
decline in Gujarat with a 
series of policy reversals by two 
successive mi-istries. In fact, the 
year dawned on the State with 
an enormous opening balance o! 
achievements, carefully accumu- 
lated during the nine-month Pre- 
sident’s rule. The surrender to 
vested interests began with the 
Solanki Ministry assuming power 
on December 24, 1976. In strik- 
ing contrast to the President’s: 
Tule, the Congress: Ministry went 
On ignoring its own Central 
Government’s 20-point program- 
me, Consequently, the work on 
land reforms got stuck; rural 
poor got only more lip service. 
Though the Labour Minister 
Made some earnest efforts to im. 
prove things, they were sub- 
merged in the simmering minis. 
terial crisis. 

During the Governors ; 
wholesale and retail Po ds 
all essential 
fixed. Cinema rates, tailoring 
charges and prices of various 
dishes and beverages served in 
hotels and restaurants were re. 
gularised. Strict vigilance was 
kept on them by both the official 
agencies and popular commit. 
tees, But when it came back to 


commodities were. 


power, the Congress Ministry un- 
ceremoniously abandoned all 
this in one stroke. 

However, if the 14-week-long 
Congress Ministry had left any 
unpopular measure  unimple- 
mented, the Janata Party Mi- 
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April 11, 1977, completed it, In 
fact, the Janata Ministers flouted 
their own election manifesto in 
freezing the implementation of 
land reforms in the State. The 
first appointed a committee to 
suggest measures to remove cer. 
tain “difficulties” being faced by 
the “farmers”, Soon, another 
land commission was set up to 
review the entire gamut of agri. 
culture, including even the con. 
cept of ceiling, the very need 
for land reforms and the agricul- 
ture labour wages which were 
fixed two years ago. Curiously, 
the panel does not have any re. 
presentative from the farm la- 
bour organisations. 


HARASSMENT 


Under the  Janata ministry, 
the worst sufferers are the agri- 
cultural labourers and Harijans. 
The village and district-level so. 
cial justice committees set up 
during the  governor's rule to 
enforce agricultura] minimum 
wages, untouchability law, ete. 
are a thing of past now. Nobody 
cares about the minimum wages, 
The large army of officials, in- 
cluding mamlatdars, who 
entrusted with the implemen- 
tations of land reforms provi- 
sions, have now other jobs. Po- 
lice officials have even been or- 
dered not to register any come 
plaints regarding harassment of 
Harijans without the consent ot 
district collectors. As a resist, 
only 50 eases of harassment of 
Harijans, including half a dozen 
major incidents, were reported 
during the first three months of 
Janata rule, 

To placate the pro-kulak Kisan 


nistry that came to power оп Mazdoor Lok Paksh group in the 


es 


Morarji Desai with Gujarat Chief Minister Babubhai Patel. ! 
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ruling party, the Babubhai Goy- 
ernment even abandoned the 
groundnut oil levy with which a 
buffer stock was built last year, 
enabling the Government to sup- 
ply oil to the weaker sections 
through fair price shops. ‘This 
year the entire system has beea 
abandoned with the result that 
the poor are forced to pay dou- 
ble the price for oil. 


The Vallabhbhai group has 
been a constant irritation to the 
Ministry with occasional threats 
to topple it. For Babubhai, it has 
been a perennial worry with the 
Jana Sangh activists making 
determined bid to wrest control 
at all levels. In August last, two 
Jana Sangh Ministers even 
threatened to leave to force fur- 
ther favourable changes in port- 
folios. The situation today is 
that one has to approach the 
Sangh Ministers or their local 
satraps to get things done. Thus 


RSS elements are fast taking 
Over everywhere even in police 
and publie offices, However. the 
numerically stronger Cong(O) 
watch all this helplessly. 

The Congress is really in an 
unenviable position with the two 
distinct groups wasting much 
energy іп wranglings. The party, 
which had 110 MLAs at the be- 


ginning of the year, now has 
only 75. The fall of Indira 


Gandhi Ministry at the Centre 
touched off massive defections. 
In March-April alone, some 25 
MLAs have defected to the 
Janata Party, It was in fact only 
2 reverse flow. Most of those un- 
Scrupulous elements who had 
defected to the Congress during 
emergency, have now gone back. 
In the process, the Congress has 
also lost many district pancha- 
yats. What has further damaged 
the Congress morale is the re- 
cent bid to split it. 


A Violence Strewn Year In Bihar 


INETEEN SEVENTYSEVEN 
wil be long remembered 
as the year which saw the end 
of the Congress monopoly of 
power in Bihar. But at Ње 
same time, it will be remember- 
ed for Belchi, Pathadda and 
Dharampura wüere the poor, 
the landless and the Harijans 
were burnt alive, shot down or 
mercilessly beaten only because 
they wished to live like human 
beings, 


Increased atrocities on the 
poor, reversal of almost all 
progressive policies adopted by 
the previous Governments, all 
time rise im prices of almost 
all commodities and record rise 


in lawlessness marked the year 
which in the beginning promised 
to be eventful. 


The victory of the Janata 
Party in both the Lok Sabha 
and Assembly elections made the 
exploiting classes тоге aggres- 
sive. They struck at Belchi and 
burnt alive over half a dozen 
people. This did shock the con- 
science .of the people but the 
Janata leaders instead of draw- 
ing correct conclusions from it 
began comparing it with the 
atrocities during the Congress 
regime. 


Pathadda 


several 
were 


followed. Here 
Harijan farm workers 
mercilessly beaten and 


^ 


Parmeshwar Ravidas, a bonded labourer of Pathadda. 
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their limbs were broken because 
they had the audacity to demand 
‘wages as рег act. Again, the 
government evaded the problem. 
A minister even supported the 
perpetutators of violence. 


In order to turn publie  at- 
tention from the economic issues 
involved in tension in the rural 
areas, a Harijan month was 
observed to seek social solutica 
to an economie problem the 
result was Dharampura where 
landless were shot down by the 
landlords. 


Meanwhile the police, the 
criminals and the landowners 
пай formed an alliance. While 
in Barahiya the police and the 
criminals created a situation in 
which young boys were shot 
dead, the police and the lan- 
downers killed a Naxalite lea- 
der in the police custody and 
after initially suspending the 
involved police officers, the 
Sovernment offered them rewards 
for the “bravery” they had 
shown in beating to death an 
unarmed man in chains, This 
sums up the approach of the 
government that came to power 
riding the crest of popular de- 
mocratic wave. 


RELIEF 


Implementation of the land 
ceiling act, minimum wages act 
for farm labour, debt redemp- 
tion act all of which.could give 
relief to the poor and go some 
way to change the socio-econo- 
mic situation in the villages were 
given a go by. 


Traders never had it so goód. 
They cornered mustard oil and 
a host of other essential com- 
modities pushing uo their prices 
to an all time high and the gov. 
ernment suddenly develoned cold 
feet? ТЕ moved only when the si- 
tuation became explosive. Raids 
were organized, some stock se zed 
but no body was arrested. In 
some cases certain erstwhile 
Jana Sangh Ministers stooped 
so low as to apologise to angry 
traders who demanded their 
stocks or their money back. 


Corruption has also reached 
an all time high and the admi- 
nistration is paralysed. Minister 
additional private secretaries are 
more nowerful than the minis: 
ters. This is specially so in case 
of all but two Jana Sangh minis- 
ters because their additional 
private secretaries were senior 
“to them in the RSS, And these 
additional private secretaries 
play havoc with the administra. 


. tion, 


field, 
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Freedom of press was perhaps 
one of the biggest achievements 
of 1977. But. towards the end of 
the year a fresh threat to press 
freedom loomed large in Bihar 


ie‏ ر 
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since the Janata Ministers could 
no more tolerate looking them- 
selves in public mirror nor were 
in a position to reform them- 
selves 


Standstill In Haryana 


IHE year 1977 has been a 

period of inactivity insofar 
as the development of Haryana 
js concerned. The latter six 
months particularly have re- 
called to mind the regimes of 
Rao Birender Singh and  Bansi 
Lal in the late sixties and early 
seventies when both were fight- 
ing powerful political rivals, 
Chief Minister Devi Lal, un- 
nerved by the reaction to his 
dismissal of Labour Minister 
Sushma Swaraj in November 
and facing growing dissidence in: 
ihe Janata Legislature Party, 
wa; Кері busy travelling to and 
їг. п New Delhi. 

The Ministry headed by B. D. 
Gupta, which ruled the State 
for the first four months, had at 
least maintained some semblance 
of activity at least until the Par- 
liamentary elections were an- 
nounced in February. There- 
after, of course, it paid no at- 
tention to the State's  develop- 


7 


ment; it was solely occupied in : 
which it ' 


fighting the elections 
ultimately lost to the Janata 
Party. Once the Janata Party 
came to power at the Centre, it 
was a matter of time before it 
was ousted from power—facing 
frequent diatribes from Charan 


Singh’s Home Department. The . 


Gupta Ministry was dismissed 
and the way paved (as in half 
a dozen other States as well) for 
new elections—the second with- 
in three months. In the brief 
spell of Presidential rule that 
preceded the formation of . the 
Devi Lal Ministry, Governor Jai- 
sukhlal Hathi did take certain 
decisions which were at best 


aimed at maintaining the siatus — 


quo if anything. And any mea- 
sures it took concerning work- 
ers or employees were promptiy 
revoked by the new Government. 
An example is the question of 
confirmation of 15,000 ad hoc 
employees; 


FLOODS 


Two major development. a 

fecting the economic aud. p liti 
cal life of Haryana marked pev: 
Lal's six months in office, * 
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‘State's political 
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led 42 of the 74 Janata legisla- 
tors, infuriated additionally by 
the Sushma Swaraj episode, to 
meet in Delhi to express their 
disapproval against the "leader- 
ship. While the State survived 
the first shock which -has never- 
theless left deep scars on its cco- 
nomy, the second is proving too 
much to the Chief Minister. 


The dissidents have taken up 
their fight with renewed vigour, 
putting the ministerialists on ex- 
treme alert. Cornered, the Devi 
Lal group did its best to mobi- 
hze attendance for the two Delhi 
ralies and the Sangria visit of 
the Union Home Minister 
Charan Singh who is their main 
prop at the Centre. However, it 
i; not clear how close they 
really are to the Home Minister. 
The rival faction ‘consisting of 
Harijans and others, also work- 
ed for the rallies for a diff sient 
reason—pledging allegiance 10 
the Union Minister of State, 
Chand Ram. 


Floods, which engulfed ne- 
third of the State, demandei 
the new Government's attention 
for over two months: Ironically, 
it proved to be the most peace- 
ful period for the Jat leader. 
For this once, all persons, in- 
cluding the dissidents disregard- 
ed their political differences 
and worked jointly in the relief 
programme. Barely had the Mi- 
nistry recovered from the floods 
than it was faced by the Sushma 
Swaraj episode, which brought 
the leade.ship to the brink of 
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ridicule. The Chief Minister, jp 
his effort to stem the rot. Com 
mitted one politcal : 
after another, Ultimately 
Lal was forced not only tg т 
admit her to the Ministry but ia 
promise to discipline his son am 
settle the grievances pointed out 
by the dissidents in separat 
meetings with members of the 
Parliamentary Board. 


TALKS 

One demand of the dissidents 
was for the resignation of some 
members from various State com 
mittees. With the reported high. 
level talks for the inclas o4 or 
some s.nior legislators in (he 
Cabinet, it was thought that the 
political crisis would soon blow 
over. However, the talks kave 
so far proved to be meaninylegg 
or at least half-hairted ziterrss 
at reaching  agr2sment, Only 
two of the Chief Miaisters ге. 
tives have resigned irom {һе 
committees, while a score of 
others remain in office. Tne dissi- 
dents feel that with rezard to 
the reconstitution of the Cabinet 
the Chief Minister is trying to 
borrow time by keeping the as. 


blunder : 
Dew | 


pirants guessing, But this cannot | 


work as four of the five zeneral 
secretaries of the State Janata 
unit are openly against the pre. 
sent leadership. Recent action 
against certain  dissidents ana. 


their relatives has added fuel to _ 


the fire. 
‘The Chief Minister's 


the people's problems. The two- 


point programme, of arrange. ng: | 


for drinking water suppty to all 
villages and ending corruption, 
announced with much fanfare, 


has remained confined unimple- 


mented though it is still used as 
a catchy slogan. Development 1$. 
at a virtual standstill. E 
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Disillusionment In U.P. 


T was a year of great changes 
- for Uttar Pradesh. The peo. 
ple avenged the emergency ex- 
cesses in March dethroning the 
Congress and Indira Gandhi 
from power at the Centre. Three 
months later they repeated the 
performance hy electing the 
Janata Party to power, with an 
overwhelming majority, in the 
State. 


However, by the time the As- 
sembly polls came the electo- 
rate had started getting disllu- 
sioned with the Janata Party. 
Between the Marci and June 
polls the Janata Party votes fell 
by 20 per cent, A large section 
of voters—particularly the poor- 
est and consequently the. most 
exploited—were completely disil- 
lusioned and in the Assembly 
elections most of them voted for 
the Congress, which increased its 
voting strength by eight per 
cent within three months, 

Significantly, the Harijans were 
the first to be disillusioned with 
the Janata Party. After centu- 
ries of exploitation they had 
seen a ray of hone in the land 
distribution programme of the 
Indira Gandhi Government. It 
did not solve their economic 
problen but the little land it 
provided gave them some hope 
for a brighter future. This hope 
was shattered when immediately 
after the Lok Sabha polls there 
was a large scale eviction of 
Harijans from the land allotted 
to them during the emergency. 
The Janata Party Government 
which came in power after the 
Assembly elections in June at 
first took it easy. However, when 
the voices of protest rose loud- 
er, they were shaken out of 
their apathy to state: “No Hari- 
jan will be ejected from the land 
allotted in a regular manner”. 
The, pretext for inaction was 
that in many · places land was 
taken away from the people in 
an irregular manner and. given 
to Harijans. The fact was that 
the most of the land distributed 
amongst Harijans was the pro- 
perty of village Panchayats, 
which were under the irregular 
occupation of big landholders or 
village toughs. Their plea was 
that since they had been occupy- 
ing the land for a large dumber 
Of years they had established 
their claim on it. Apparently 
the  Janata Government in the 
State found some force in this 
argument. Despite repeated que- 
Ties about the number of eject- 
Ment cases of Harijans . from 
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their land, the State Govern- 
ment has kept silent. 


The disillutionment of Hari- 
jans was followed by widespread 
disillusionment amongst Mus- 
lims, an economically and edu- 
cationally backward minority. 
The State has witnessed three 
large scale riots after the instal- 
lation of the Janata Government 
in the State. In Lucknow and 
Kanpur the riots were touched 
off by sectarian disputes amongst 
Muslims themselves, In Varana- 
Si it was a communal clash. How- 
ever, the most significant fact 
in these riots was not the loss 
of life and property suffered by 
Muslims or the other community 
at the hands of rioters, but the 
loss of life and property at the 
hands of the police and PAC. 
The PAC in UP, aecording to 
Janata legislators themselves, 
behaved as gang marauders and 
indulged in looting and killing 
durng curfew hours. Despite 
protests and complaints by Janata 
Party legislators, the Govern- 
ment has taken no action against 
the police and PAC men respon- 
sible for these acts, 


AGITATIONS 

There were agitations, demon- 
strations, hunger strikes, threats 
of violence by students and va- 
rious sections of Government 
employees, Most of these agita- 
tions were withdrawn though the 
employees were mot fully satis- 
fied by the compromises which 
they had to accept. The biggest 
threat of a strike, averted at the 
last moment, was that of power- 
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workers, who accepted а сош- 
promise “ya the interest of tne 
people of tne State", despite the 
graceless manner in which their 
demands were only partially 
conceded. 

The UP Government, appa- 
rently decided to enter into a 
compromise with the power 
workers because their strike 
would have disrupted the eco- 
nomy of the State. But in the 
case of secondary school teach- 
ers there was no such worry and 
the State Government adopted a 
tough line with them, even 
though the education of millions . 
cf students was disrupted. The 
biggest tragedy was enacted in 
Kanpur where 11 workers were 
killed in police firing and two 
mill officers inside the mill were 
killed by workers, The workers 
of Swadeshi Cotton Mills were 
demending arrears of their wages 
and their agitation led to 
tragedy. Р 

With the workers and otüer 
weaker sections of society the 
Janata Government is tough but 
it is lenient towards traders 
and businessmen. The grain 
dealers were given various con- 
cessions, and the sales tax limits 
were raised besides concessions, 
in the assessment of sales tax. 
Traders were allowed even to 
assess іп some cases the 
amount of sales tax for them- 
Selves. 

Casteism, and factionaliem in 
the ruling vzrty, started with the 
selection of the Chief Minister. 
15 posts for “backward castes’® 


were reServed though there are 
many more economically and 
educationally backward sections 
which were not 


granted . 


Ram Naresh Yaday being sworn in as the State Chief Minister. 
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Freedom of press was perhaps 
one of the biggest achievements 
of 1977. But towards the end of 
the year a fresh threat to press 
freedom loomed large in Bihar 


Digitized by Sarayu Foundation Trust, Delhi and eGangotri 


since the Janata Ministers could 
no more tolerate looking them- 
selves in public mirror nor were 
in a position to reform them- 
selves. 


Standstill In Haryana 


WWE year 1977 has been a 

period of inactivity insofar 
as the development of Haryana 
is concerned. Тһе latter six 
months particularly have re- 
called to mind the regimes of 
Rao Birender Singh and  Bansi 
Lal in the late sixties and early 
seventies when both were fight- 
ing powerful political rivals, 
Chief Minister Devi Lal, un- 
nerved by the reaction to his 
dismissal of. Labour Minister 
Sushma Swaraj in November 
and facing growing dissidence in 
the Janata Legislature Party, 
wa; kept busy travelling to and 
ir.3 New Delhi. 


The Ministry headed by B. D. 
Gupta, which ruled the State 
for the first four months, had at 
Jeast maintained some semblance 
of activity at least until the Par- 
liamentary elections were an- 
nounced in February. There- 
after, of course, it paid no at- 
tention to the State's develop- 
ment; it was solely occupied in 
fighting the elections which it 
ultimately lost to the Janata 
Party. Once the Janata Party 
came to power at the Centre, it 
was a matter of time before it 
was ousted from power—facing 
frequent diatribes from Charan 
Singh’s Home Department. The 
Gupta Ministry was dismissed 
and the way paved (as in half 
a dozen other States as well) for 
new elections—the second with- 
in three months. In the brief 
spell of Presidential rule that 
preceded the formation of . the 
Devi Lal Ministry, Governor Jai- 
sukhlal Hathi did take certain 
decisions Which were at best 
aimed at maintaining the siatus 
quo if anything. And any mea- 
Bures it took concerning work- 
ers or employees were promptiy 
revoked by the new Government. 
An example is the question of 
confirmation of 15,000 ad hoc 
employees; 


FLOODS 


Two major develo me 2 
fecting the economic iud IM 
eal life of Haryana marked Devi 
Lal’s six months in office. These 
were the unprecedented flo&ds 
that followed heavy rains in 
August and September. They 
caused a severe setback to the 
'State's economy. In the political 
field, the several “omissions 
and commissions”of the regime 


LINK.. 


led 42 of the 74 Janata legisla- 
tors, infuriated additionally by 
the Sushma Swaraj episode, to 
meet in Delhi to express their 
disapproval against the "leader- 
ship. While the State survived 
the first shock which has never- 
theless left deep scars on its eco- 
nomy, the second is proving too 
much to the Chief Minister. 


The dissident, have taken up 
their fight with renewed vigour, 
putting the ministerialists on ex- 
treme alert. Cornered, the Devi 
Lal group did its best to mobi- 
lize attendance for the two Delhi 
ralies and the Sangria visit of 
the Union Home Minister 
Charan Singh who is their main 
prop at the Centre. However, it 
is not clear how close they 
really are to the Home Minister. 
The rival faction consisting of 
Harians and others, also work- 
ed for the rallies for a diff stent 
reason—pledging allegiance 10 
the Union Minister of State, 
Chand Ram. 


Floods, which engulfed one- 
third of the State, demande 
the new Government’s attention 
for over two months: Ironically, 
it proved to be the most peace- 
ful period for the Jat leader. 
For this once, all persons, in- 
cluding the dissidents disregard- 
ed their political differences 
and worked jointly in the relief 
programme. Barely had the Mi- 
nistry recovered from ‘the floods 
than it was faced by the Sushma 
Swaraj episode, which brought 
the leade.ship to the brink of 


One of the numerous small scale industries in Haryana 


ridicule. The Chief Minister, in 
his effort to stem the rot. Com. 
mitted one — poht.cal blunder 
after another, Ultimately Deyj 
Lal was forced not only to те. 
admit her to the Ministry but to 
promise to discipline his son and 
settle the grievances pointed out 
by the dissidents in Separate 
meetings with members of the 
Parliamentary Board. 
TALKS 

One demand o! the dissidents 
was for the resignation of some 
members from various State com. 
mittees. With the reported high. 
level talks for the incl ıs of 
some s,nior legislators in the 
Cabinet, it was thought that the 
political crisis would soon blow 
over. However, the talks kave 
so far proved to de meaningless 
or at least half-hearted aiteitg 
at reaching  agr2sment. Only 
two of the Chief Miaister s rei. 
tives have resigned irom the 
committees, while a score of 
others remain in office. Tne dissi. 
dents feel that with — rezari to 
the reconstitution of the Cabinet 
the Chief Minister is trying to 
borrow time by keeping the as. 
pirants guessing, But this cannot 
work as four of the five zeneral 
secretaries of the State Janata 
unit are openly against the pre- 
sent leadership. Recent action 
against certain dissidents апа 
their relatives has added tuel to 
the fire. 


The Chief Minister's involve» 
ment with all this has left him 
hardly any time to grappie with 
the people's problems. The two- 
point programme, of 
for drinking water suppty to all 
villages and ending corruption, 
announced with much fanfare, 
has remained confined unimple- 
mented though it is stil] used as 


a catchy slogan. Develop.nent iS: 


at a virtual standstill, 
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Disillusionment. n UB 


T was a year of great changes 

for Uttar Pradesh. The peo- 
ple avenged the emergency ex- 
cesses in March dethroning the 
Congress and Indira Gandhi 
from power at the Centre. Three 
months later they repeated the 
performance hy electing the 
Janata Party to power, with an 
overwhelming majority, in the 
State. 


However, by the time the As- 
Sembly polls came the electo- 
rate had started getting disllu- 
sioned with the Janata Party. 
Between the March and June 
polls the Janata Party votes fell 
by 20 per cent. A large section 
of voters—particularly the poor- 
est and consequently the most 
exploited—were completely disil- 
lusioned and in the Assembly 
elections most of them voted for 
the Congress, which inereased its 
voting strength by eight per 
cent within three months, 

Significantly, the Harijans were 
the first to be disillusioned with 
the Janata Party. After centu- 
ries of exploitaton they üad 
seen a ray of hone in the land 
distribution programme of the 
Indira Gandhi Government. It 
did пої solve their economic 
problem but the little land it 
provided gave them some hope 
for a br ghter future. This hope 
was shattered when immediately 
after the Lok Sabha polls there 
was a large scale. eviction of 
Harijans from the land allotted 
to them during the emergency. 
The Janata Party Government 
which eame in power after the 
Assembly . elections in June at 
first took it easy. However, when 
the voices of protest rose loud- 
er, they were shaken out of 
their apathy to state: “No Hari- 
jan will be ejected from the land 
allotted im a regular manner". 
The. pretext for inaction was 
that in many places land was 
taken away from the people in 
an irregular manner and. given 
to Harijans. The fact was that 
the most of the land distributed 
amongst Harijans was the pro- 
perty of village Panchayats, 
which were under the irregular 
occupation of big landholders or 
village toughs. Their plea was 
that since they had been occupy- 
ing the land for a large dumber 
Of years they had established 
their claim on it. Apparently 
the  Janata Government in the 
State found some force in this 
argument. Despite repeated que- 
Ties about the number of eject- 
Ment. cases of Harijans - from 
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their land, the State Govern- 
ment has kept silent. 


The disillutionment of Hari- 
jans was followed by widespread 
disillusionment amongst Mus- 
lims, an economically and edu- 
cationally backward minority. 
The State has witnessed three 
large scale riots after the instal- 
lation of the Janata Government 
in the State. In Lucknow and 
Kenpur the riots were touched 
off by sectarian disputes amongst 
Muslims themselves, In Varana- 
Si it was a communal clash. How- 
ever, the most significant fact 
in these riots was not the loss 
of life and property suffered by 
Muslims or the other community 
at the bands of rioters, but the 
loss of life and property at the 
hands of the police and PAC. 
The PAC in UP, according to 
Janata legislators themselves, 
behaved as gang marauders and 
indulged in looting and killing 
durng curfew hours. Despite 
protests and complaints by Janata 
Party legislators, the Govern- 
ment has taken no action against 
the police and PAC men respon- 
sible for these acts. 


AGITATIONS 

There were agitations, demon- 
Strations, hunger strikes, threats 
of violence by students and va- 
Tious sections of Government 
employees. Most of these agita- 
tions were withdrawn though the 
employees were mot fully satis- 
fied by the ccmpromises which 
they had to accent. The biggest 
threat of a strike, averted at the 


last moment, was that of power- 
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workers, who accepted a com- 
promise “sa the interest of the 
peopie of the State", despite the 
graceless manner in which their 
demands were only partially 
conceded. 

The UP Government, appa- 
rently decided to emter into a 
compromise with the power 
workers because their strike 
would ave disrupted the eco- 
nomy of the State. But im the 
case of secondary school teach- 
ers there was no such worry and 
the State Government adopted a 
tough line with them, even 
though the education of millions | 
cf students was disrupted. The 
biggest tragedy was enacted in 
Kanpur where 11 workers were 
killed in police firing and two 
mill officers inside the mill were 
killed by workers, The workers 
of Swadeshi Cotton Mills were 
demending arrears of their wages 
and their agitation led to 
tragedy. 

With the workers and other 
weaker sections of society the 
Janata Government is tough but 
it is lenient towards traders 
and businessmen. The grain 
dealers were given various con- 
cessions, and the sales tax limits 
were raised besides concessions, 
in the assessment of sales tax. 
Traders were allowed even to 
assess in some cases the 
amount of sales tax for them- 
selves, 

Casteism, and factionalim in 
tne ruling pzrty. started with the 
selection of the Chief Minister. 
15 posts for “backward castes” 


were reserved though there are 
many more economically and 
educationally backward sections 
were not 


which granted 


Ram Naresh Yadav being sworn in as the State Chief Minister. 
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'essions. 
such Cone the “backward 


yer or 
olo D e. they E 
backward but because socially 
they were treated to a lower in 
status in society- 

Factionalism was introduced 
in the Government on the very 


day of the LOT | of m 
Government. he tw 
Pc je party, tue 


ajor groups in t i 
T sangh and BLD, combined 
to exclude others from power 
which led to tension on the very 
first day. It has become more 
acute, Even C. В. Gupta is disgust- 
ed with factional fights inside 
the party. There were demands 
from the ranks of the ruling 
groups for the replacement of 
Ram Naresh Yadav and at one 
stage Charan Singh also wanted 
to drop him. 


The Janata Party had come 
in to power on tne basis of 
freedom of expression. and de- 
mocratic rights. But its State 
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Government Һа adopted the 
policy of penalising the p 
and papers which do not toe its 
line. In the present atmosphere 
they cannot do much, but they 
ean deprive the erities of Gov- 
ernment advertisements. 

The doings of the Janata 
Party would have proved to be 
its undoing, but the rival oppost- 
tion party, the Congress, was in 
disrray. There was division in 
the Congress at the State level 
as well as Centre, But Ше 
State level division would have 
been resolved had jt not been 
for the differences at the Cen- 
tre. That the Congressmen did 
not lack courage was well pro- 
ved during the June electoral 
contest. But the differences and 
the infighting amongst the lea- 
ders paralysed them and they 
were unable to give any lead to 
the workers, students, Harijans 
and minorities who were strus- 
gling against the Janata Party 
Government. 


An Unpopular Team 


THE total rout of the Con- 
gress in the Lok Sabha poll 
as well as the Vidhan Sabha elec- 
tions in June were outstanding 
events of 1977. But the sixmonth- 
old Janata Ministry has not co- 
vered itself with glory. It was 
a total failure on the price front. 
Essential edible items like pul- 
Ses, groundnut oil, vegetabls in- 
cluding onions have become pro- 
hibitively costly. АП this has 
caused disenchantment to the 
Supporters of the Janata Party. 


„А number of Janata Party le- 
gislators publicly appealed to 
Chief Minister Kailash Joshi to 
give up his laissez faire policies 
and take strict action against the 
hoarders. Joshi promised at the 
time of assuming office an effi- 
cient and clean administration, 
restoration of basic freedoms and 
non-interference with the func- 
tioning of the judiciary, But with 
the infighting in the Janata Party 
and the protracted illness of the 
Chief Minister, the State adminis- 
tration is completely paralysed, 
Files do not move at all. Services 
are sore over vindictive trans- 
fers of senior officials, 


Behind the campaign to o 
^ dts 


- have 
did | 


Vue 


‘Union Minister for 


Joshi eroded his popular base Юу 
promulgating the mini-MISA or- 
dinance providing for preventive 
detention and aimed at foiling a 
strike by the electricity. workers. 


The law has already divided the; 


Janata Party and the Socialists 
have announced they would vote 
against the measure in the As- 
sembly. 


The RSS- too helped to mase 


. the Ministry unpopular. They do- 


minated the managing commit- 
tees of dissolved cooperative ins- 
titutions including banks, Minis- 


` {ег for Cooperation Т, N Sharma, 


who belongs to the RSS hardcore, 
nominated a large number of RSS 
and Jana Sangh men, This led to 
a Cabinet crisis following a threat 
by the four Socialist, Ministers to 
resign. The situation was saved 
only after the intervention of 
Cooperati 

Mohan Dharia, who Febuked 
Sharma to cancel the nomina- 
tions. The Chief Minister pleaded 
that Sharma did not consult him 
when he announced the list of no- 
minations, Which was drawn by 
him in consultation with the RSS 
leaders. Though Sharma has can- 
celled the nominations, the de- 


mand for his dismissal from the 


abinet is moun At 
1 ] op So- 
list leader tol NK that the 
nity of the Janata Party was 


A tribal from MP. ; | cal 


ed by the confrontation between | 
Mrs Gandhi and the official Com | 
gress, E ER] 


Turbulent Days 
In Punjab 
NSXETEEN Seventy-seven we 
for Punjab a significant ye% 
as much for the emergency 
math as the authoritarian ex 
ence of 21 months, writes our | 
respondent Shaukin from Pun 
Unprecedented unrest among 
working people following thi 
Janata Party’s rise to power 5 
the single most important pue, v. 
menon in the State. Workers 
the State Government, the 
trictly Board, State Roa 
School amd college teache 
dustrial and agricultural ' 
and also youth and stude 
to resort to some kind oF 
action in the 9 months of Ji 
Party rule. There had bee 


strikes, demonstrations | 
_ rests. The Governmei 
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Spurt in popular agitationg marked 1977. 


the cases, took obstinate and 
even provocating positions like 
barricading the civil | secretariat 
at the State headauarters and 
resorting to large scale po- 
lice action in the districts, taking 


certain sections of the State's 
working masses on a collision 
course with the CPM backed 


coalition government. The  beg- 
inning 1978 might see a chain of 
strikes and bandhs, Debate on 
the problems of the people іп 
the State Assembly would con- 
tinue when the House meets on 
4 January for a pre-budget ses- 
sion. 


The year 1977 also left behind 
a heavy financial deficit which 
the coalition government has not 
been able to make un so far be 
cause of its inability to levy new 
taxes, more so because of the 
Faridkot Lok Sabha and Anand- 
pur Sahib State Assembly by 
elections. Detailed discussions 
on key volicy matters like taxes 
and nationalisation of passenger 
transport were currently going 
on in the State and the year 1978 
might see a wholesale reversal of 
well laid policies, which during 
the previous Congress regime 
were marked by a half hearted 
or poor implementation. 


Verdict For 
Stability 
OR the United Fromt in Ke- 
rala, 1977 way t: ing and 
frustrating for the combined Op- 
positon. Not that the State. had 
more than its share of  vicissi- 
tudes the country had gone 
through. It was the peculiar po- 
litical situation in the State. At 
the time of March elections, on 
опе side of the line stood the 
ruling United Front (the Con- 
gress, the CPI, the Kerala Con- 
Sress, the Muslim League, the 
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RSP and the PSP) and on -the 
other, the Opposition: alliance, 
(the CPM, the Janata Party 
made up of Jana Sangh, the 
Congress (О) and the CFD, a 
rival’ Muslim League, a rival Ke- 
rala Congress, besides а rival 
RSP). 


The United Front returned to 
power with a massive majority. 
The Opposition failed to -vin a 
single parliamentary seat. The 
massive mandate the ruling front 


majority of the people did not 
want the Marxist Party and its 
Janata allies to come to power in 
the State. They also saw to it 
that the majority they gave the 
ruling front was such that its 
stability could not suffer even it 
one or the other of its consti- 
tuents pull out of the Ministry. 

However, this massive verdict 
in favour of the United Front 
was not acceptable to the Oppo- 
sition, which thought it proper 
to hurl baseless charges of rig- 
ging only to demand the dissolu- 
tion of the Assembly and fresh 


` elections. Any development in 


the State or difficulty faced by 
the Government is seized by the 
Opposition to agitate for an exit. 
of the Government, the dissolu- 
tion of State Assembly and 
fresh elections, They lash in on 
every occasion from the religious 
feud rocking the Syrian Chris- 
tian Church or court verdicts on 
the Rajan episode to the  elec- 
tion petitions involving two State 
Ministers and a Lok Sabha mem- 
er. 


The importance of 1977 for 
Kerala is the rejection of alter- 
natives to the United Front and 
of the hegemonical role for the 
CPM in an alliance. 
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Fragile International Calm 


THE sun is setting over the 
year 1977 against a rela- 
tively calm political horizon, 
internationally. There are clouds, 
no doubt, very dark clouds over 
southern Africa and West Asia as 
well as the Horn of Africa where 
а fratricidal war is on, There are 
also undercurrents, but they are 
not strong enough to raise a 
Storm, except in the minds of 
the Chinese soothsayers, who 
have been forecasting a 
World war for more than a de- 
cade now. It looks as though 
East-West detente will hold un- 
less some very important people 
go berserk. The fragility of the 
calm, however, lies in the fact 
that world peace is based not so 
much upon friendly cooperation 
among nations as on the sense of 
horror that the vision of a nu- 
clear war creates. It is out’ of 
such fears that peace is kept. 


This fear, coupled with the 
war merchants’ desire to make 
profit, has given a fillip to a re- 
ckless arms race. As the year 
closes, the NATO countries have 
decided to strengthen their for- 
ces in Western Europe with the 
moth-eaten plea of fighting the 
Soviet threat. The chreat, accord- 
ing to the NATO Defence Minis- 
ters, has arisen from the arnis 
build-up of the Warsaw Pact 
countries. Hence, they have 


thought it necessary to add to 
their stock of anti-tank missilss 
by one-third of present strength 
or by about 45,000 more of them. 
The NATO powers have also 
been discussing the question of 
giving clearance to the US pro- 
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ject to mass produce its new 
horror weapon, the neutron 
bomb, for deployment in West 
European countries. 


NEO-COLONIAL THRUST 


The arms race is partly the 
result of the neo-colonial ambi- 
tions of the Western world, 
headed by the US, and the lin- 
gering desire to “contain” Com- 
munism. The other very impor- 
tant reason is the lust for profit. 
The year has seen billion of dol- 
lars’ worth of arms being sold to 
the Third World, mainly the 
Gulf states, for strategie and eco- 
nomic reasons. The arms race 
has acquired a new dimension, 
that of competition in the mar- 
ket. There has been much heart- 
burning between the US and its 
Western partners, primarily Bri- 
tain and France, Arms trade is 
Most profitable, earning profits 
of between 50 and 500 per cent. 
How costly it becomes for the 
poorer countries can be judged 
from the fact that a jet bomber 
costs as much as the price ot 
100,000 tons of sugar. Under- 
standably, no arms exporting 
country has supported the Soviet 
Suggestion that there should be 
a cut of 10 per cent in the mili- 
tary budgets of the permanent 
members of the Security Council. 


These reasons are also mainly 
responsible for the lack of pro- 
gress in the Vienna and Geneva 
talks. The SALT-2 negotiations 
in Geneva have passed through 
Several optimistic stagəs; . for 
example, in September this year, 


President of the Soviet Union, Leonid Brezhney. 


Soviet Foreign Minister Andrej 
Gromyko and US Secretary of 
State Cyrus Vance met in Wash- 
ington and declared in a com- 
munique that *progress was ach- 
leved in bringing closer the posi- 
tions ot the two sides." They de- 
cided that they would abide by 
the SALT-I agreement though it 
was to lapse early in October. 
Both were optimistic, though 
very cautious in making promi- 
ses, and they are still optimistic 
for there is no rational alterna- 
tive to the limitation of nuclear 
arms. But the differences are 
substantial and important, to use 
Gromyko's words. If any progress 
has been made, it is not yet 
known. The differences centre 
on categorising strategie nuclear 
arms and then fixing the permis- 
sible limit of the different cate- 
gories. For example, whether 
the American “Cruise” missiles 
and the Soviet “Backfire? pom- 
bers are strategic nuclear wea- 
pons or only improved tactical 
Weapons not covered by the pre- 
sent negotiations, has not been 


settled. 


As for the Vienna talks on re- 
duction of armed forces in Cen- 
tral Europe, they are showing 
no progress because the NATO. 
countries insist that the Warsaw 
Pact countries have a superiority 
and that therefore their cut 
should be heavier. The Warsaw 
Pact countries stand. by the 
agreed formula that the balance 
f strength evolved in Central 
Europe should not be disturbed. 
Therefore, cuts should be more 
or less equal, however, heavy 
they may be in absolute terms. 
They highlight the unreasonable- 
ness of the Western . stand by 
pointing out that their proposal 
to freeze their respective mili- 
tary strengths at the  oreseni 
levels, till agreements are reach- 
ed, has not been aecepte:l. 


BELGRADE 


In view of the stockpiling of 
arms in different regions and the 
inereasing number of armed for- 
ces, detente continues to be un- 
stable. This is alco evident from 
the differences of opinion in the 
Belgrade conference which has 
been in session for more than 
two months to assess the imple- 
mentation of the Helsinki ac- 
cord which forms the basis of 


the East-West detente. The year 


1977 has only confirmed that the 
West is still following its poli- 
cies of domination and expan- 
sonism. At the same time it has 


also shown th t the logic of 
; CC-0. In Public Domain. UP State Museum, Hazratganj. Lu xU Rodin 
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times is compelling it to come 
to terms with the Socialist world 
and to also take into account the 
urges of the newly-liberated 
people. 

An example of this is provided 


by the steady, though still slow, | 


xpansion of trade and economic 
ОТ between the two 
blocs which are no longer solidly 
opposed to each other in every 
field. The Soviet Union and Italy 
have signed a ten-year program- 
me of economic cooperation and 
a long-term credit agreement. 
Similar agreements have been 
signed by the Soviet Union with 
West Germany, France, Japan 
and the US firms. The US will 
help the Soviet Union to build a 
mineral fertilizer complex and a 
centre for international trade 
and scientific ties in Moscow. 
The Soviet Union has now the 
offices of at least 130 Western 
concerns and the Socialist coun- 
tries own at least 20 banks in 
Western Europe. 


Whether the Western cold war- 
riors like it or not detente is 
making a headway. This must be 
noted as a very important factor 
in international relations today. 
The tensions and frictions aris- 
ing between the East and West 
get modified by the needs of eco- 
nomic cooperation. 


THIRD WORLD 


But the problems of the world 
are not exhausted by those in- 
volving the East and West. The 
Third World, trying to shake off 
the burdens imposed by centuries 
of imperialist domination, is 
facing acute. problems of po- 
verty, colonialism and racism, 
regional tensions and the mount- 
ing pressure of neo-colonial for- 
ces against their economic and 
political independence, Arabs in 
West Asia have still to free their 
Occupied lands from the Israeli 
aggressor and the oppressed 
people of southern Africa are 
shedding their blood for libera- 
tion from the most inhuman ra- 
cist rule, while the people of 
Latin America are ranged 
against Yankee exploitation that 
ls aided by native dictators, All 
are united over the demand that 
а new international economic 
order be established—an order 
that will help the long exploited 
countries to achieve industrial 
breakthrough and secure the be- 
nefits of the scientific and tech- 
M тенора. The year 
J 1s ending without pror | 
in this regard, nis 
The UN General Assembly ses. 
Sion, which ended in the "third 
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week of December, was described 
by the President of the session 
Lazar Mojsov as a "working ses- 
sion” perhaps because the As: 
embly went through the agenda 
of 131 items and the Assembly 
and its committees met 537 times 
adopting 256 resolutions. But іп 
terms of achievement it failed to 
produce "spectacular results" to 
quote Mosjov again. Ever since 
the sixth special session of the 
General Assembly (1974) adopi- 
ed its proposal on a new woild 
economic order, the UN and its 
committees as well as interna- 
tional organisations like the КАО 
have been trying to give some 
practical shape to the proposal 
in vain. The Third World asked 
for a restructuring of the inter- 
national market so that a fair 
exchange between the primary 
commodities exported by Шеш 
and industrial goods from the 
advanced countries is effected. 
They also asked for an easier 
access to capital and technology 
possessed by the industrialised 
countries and a reduction in 
debts and easing of repayment 
problems. What the UN Generat 
Assembly achieved in its latest 
session was no more than adopt- 
ing the proposal that further dis- 
cussions on a new world economie 
order should be conducted by the 
entire membershio (149) of the 
Assembly. This, in fact, is a recog- 
nition of the failure of earlier 
attempts to take substantive de- 
cisions—for example in the Paris 
talks, popularly known as ihe 
North-South dialogue. "The old 
discussions of such issues as the 
“Common Fund” for stabilising 
commodity prices, transfer of re- 
sources, ete will be continued at 
a larger gathering. 


In the meantime the debt bur- 
den of the developing countries 
will grow heavier, and pass ‘he 
already fantastic figure of 190 


billion dollars. The West wil} 
continue to stint on the promiseq 
aid of 0.7 per cent of its GNp 
and may add a little to the pre, 
sent 0.36%. There is no indica 
tion that the European Commoy 
Market (EEC) will change its pro. 
teetionist policy or that the gap 
between the prices of the prj. 
mary commodities and the many. 
factured goods will decrease, On 
the contrary, in the light of the 
UNCTAD forecast, the poor na. 
tions may grow poorer in rela, 
tion to the rich nations. 


It is a gloomy picture. It may 
change, but not before the deve. 
loping countries forge some king 
of sanctions as the oil-rich OPEC 
group has done by acting in 
unity on the question of oil pru 
ces, This plus much greater re 
gional cooperation is needed to 
exercise pressure upon the West. 
ern multinationals, without 
which they will not change their 
present ways of exploitation ot 
the poorer countries. 


WEST ASIA 


Lack of Arab unity and the re. 
quisite degree of pressure on 
the Israeli aggressor and its pa- 
tron, the United States, has also 
resulted in a certain worsening 
of the situation in West Asia. 
Fresidest Sadat’s visit to Jeru 
salem in November, followed 
next month by the talks bet-veen 
the Egyptian and Israeli officials, 
which was also attended by the 
US and United Nations represen. 
tatives, and the Cairo summit 
where President Sadat and Prive 
Minister Menachem Begin . ex 
changed views possessed all the 
features of a conspiracy against 
the Arab cause. It is not sur- 


prising that many radical Arabs 
have described the Egyptian Pre- 
sident. as a traitor. This evoked 
an angry response 


from - 
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Sadat, who dubbed the Arab 
leaders attending the Tripoli 
conterence as “stupid and ignor- 
ant pigmies". He broke diploma- 
tie relations with ‘four Arab 
countries and closed the Con. 
sulates of the Soviet Union and 
other Socialist countries. All this 
has grievously weakened the 
Arab struggle to liberate the oc- 
cupied territories, 


The most convincing  *scena- 
rio" (to borrow an American 
phrase) of the West Asian pros- 
pect is that under US guidance, 
Cairo and Tel Aviv will reach a 
firm understanding about partial 
vacalion of the Sinai peninsula. 
This will help strengthen Mr 
Sadat's position among his peo- 
ple and may soften Syrian resis- 
tance to piecemeal settlements, 
As for King Hussein, there is 
no one more willing to reach an 
understanding with Israel on the 
question of the West Bank, pro- 
vided he has given some conces- 
sions and assured of protection 
from the wrath of the Palestine 
Liberation Organisation. He has 
always looked uo to Britain and 
the USA for support and suc- 
cour, even from the CIA. 

The year 1977 is closing on a 
concerted attempt by the US and 
its clients in the Arab wocd to 
keep the Soviet Union out of any 


: West Asian settiement, to post- 


pone the proposed Geneva peace 
conference to an indefinite future 
and to persuade the unwilling 
parties to make mutual conces- 
sions, which in the final analy 
sis will favour Israel and allow it 
to retain the most strategic por- 
tions of the occupied territories. 
The biggest loser, if the attempt 
succeeds, will be the Palestinian 
Arabs, who will be cheated of 
their right to a sovereign, inde- 
pendent homeland in the West 
Bank—after having been cheated 
of their ancestral hom» in the 
state. of Palestine which disap- 
peared with the pirin ot israel. 


SOUTHERN AFRICA 


А more optimistic picture em- 
erges in another arena where 
the oppressed people are fighting 
to free themselves and take des- 
tiny into their own hands. The 
Zimbabwe people in Rhodesia 
and the Namibian people in 
South Africa as well as the Afri- 
can population in the Republic 
of South Africa have stepped up 
their armed struggle against the 
racist regimes. The front-line 
African states have taken a uni- 
ted stand to support the guerilla 
fight and show no inhibitions in 
asking for moral and material 
help from the Soviet Union and 
other friendly countries. The 
Anglo-American axis has been 
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doing its best to create illusions 
about the immediate possibility 
of negotiated settlements іп 
Rhodesia and Namibia, if not in 
the Republic of South Africa 
where the John Vorster regime 
is well-entrenched 


Bishop Muzorewa in Rhodesia 
and some tribal chiefs in Nami- 
bia (who held a constitutional 
conference in Windhoek) are in 
effect doing harm to their people 
by seeking unfavourable compro- 
mises with the illegal and bru- 
tish rulers. But it can ое said 
that the year is endiag not on a 
gloomy note, despite the treach- 
erous and ugly role puiayed by 
the racists and tacir i:aper:alist 
patrons. The nationalists may 
not have scored big successes 
but they represent a vital force 
which is bound to grow with the 
passage of time and ultimately 
win full freedom tor their peo- 
ple. 


The outgoimg year like any 
other in the past, is leaving a 
patchwork quilt of events and 
forces. The darkest patch is left 
by the neo-colonial, racist and zio- 
nist forces which tend to eat the 
rest of the world as provides of 
cheap labour or retainers. The 
most pawerful contrast is provid- 
ed by the growing forces of so- 
ctalism, led by the Soviet Union. 
The socialist world is leading the 
battle for peace and cooperation 
аспе nations. The new Soviet 
constitution marks the coming of 
age an advanced socialist state, 
showing the way to radical chan- 
ges. Only if the Chinese Commu- 
nists had not pitted themselves 
against the Socialist world and 
not alienated large sections of the 
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Third World, the international 
forces of progress wouid have 
been far stronger. But the Pek- 
ing leaders have chosen to cast 
their lot with the US and its 
NATO allies in the hope of cutt- 
ing a bigger slice from the world 
economy and military resources. 


EUROPE 


Europe provides a many-colour- 
ed view: the left forces growing 
in Italy, France, Spain aad Por- 
tugal, which point new ways of 
advance to Socialism; there is at 
the same time a recrudescence of 
fascist elements in West Ger- 
many and elsewhere, a danger to 
which Willy Brandt drew urgent 
attention; the urge to unify the 
European community is contend- 
ing with the desire to defend na- 
tional interests and there is no 
knowing which force will win. 


The Third World as an entity 
is asserting with greater em- 
phasis its policy of non-aligament 
and demanding a greater share 
in the world resources through 
a new economic order, but as se- 
parate states they do not always 
pull their weight in the same 
direction. The reactionary  re- 
gimes most often act as reserves 
of the Western capitalist world, 
while those governed by pro- 
gressive ideas take a bold stand 
against neo-colcnialist and other 
reactionary forces in the world. 
Those who wish to have the best 
of both worlds—a rather dificult 
proposition— keep  vacillating. 


Carter's visit to India and other 
countries will show where they 
stand at the dawn of the new 
year. 
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ا 


3 : 
ed to reprimand pd 
| | formation and Broadcasting 
Dd Minister V. C. Shukla for 
Ne misuse of power and abuse 


3—India was declared a 'Sove- 
reign Socialist Secular De- 
mocratie Republic; 36 arti 
cles of the Constitution Act 
1976 including amendments 


to the Preamble of the Con- 


stitution came into force. 

19—President Fakhruddin Ali 
Ahmed dissolved the fifth 
Lok Sabha. 

FEBRUARY 

2—Agriculture and Irrigation 
Minister Jagjivan Ram re: 
signed from the Union Ca- 
binet and the Congress. 

10—President  Fakhruddin Ali 
Ahmed issued a notification 
in New Delhi calling upon 
the 542 parliamentary con- 
stituencies in the country to 
elect their representatives 
to the sixth Lok Sabha. 

li—President Fakhruddin Ali 
Ahmed succumbed to a 
massive heart attack a little 
after 6 am. He was  pro- 
nounced dead at 8.52 a.m. 


MARCH 


16—The country went to the 


„polls to elect the sixth Lok 
. Sabha. 
21—The Janata Party and its 
allies won absolute majority 
in the sixth general  elec- 
tions with a combined tally 
of 271 Lok Sabha seats out 
of 448 results declared. 
22—Prime Minister Indira Gan- 
‚ dhi submitted her resignation 
and that of her colleague, in 
the Council of Ministers to 
Acting President B. D. J-tti. 
24—Morarji Desai, Chairman of 
the Janata Party was sworn 
in а; the first non-Congress 
Prime Minister of India. 
27—The Government revoked 
external emergency clamped 
on December 3, 1971. 


APRIL 
l0—Gulzari Lal Nanda resi 
from the Congress, xg 
12—The Cabinet Secretariat was 
stripped of control over the 
: civil services and the eco- 
„„ 10110 intelligence bodies. 
13—5%агап „Singh was appoint. 
ed provisional president of 
the Congress party; all Work. « 
ing Committee members sub. * 
, mitted their resignations. 
. 14—The Congress ^ Working 
Committee expelled former 
. Defence Minister Bansi Lal 
m primary membership 
T six years; it also decid- 


of mass media. 

30—Acting President B. D, Jatti 
dissolved nine Legislative 
Assemblies with Congress 
majorities and brought the 
States under President's 
rule. 


MAY 

1—The leader of the Congress 
for Democracy, Jagjivan 
Ram decided to merge the 
CFD with the Janata Party; 
Chandra Shekhar wag  cho- 
sen president of the Janata 


Party. 
19—A one-man commission 
comprising Justice J. С. 


Shah, retired Chief Justice 
of India was appointed to 
inquire into emergency ex- 
cesses. 

30—Over 46 persons were killed 
‘when the 13-Up Tezpur Ex- 
press plunged into a flood- 
ed Beki river when the 
bridge on the  Rangiya- 
Rangpura section collapsed, 

JUNE 

4—The  Maharashtrawadi Go- 
mantak Government won the 
fourth General Elections to 
the territorial Assembly in 
the Union Territory of Goa. 

^ Daman and Diu. 

10—At least 19 persons were 
killed and, many more in- 
jured in group  clashes or 
police firings in the first 
round of polling in Bihar, 

21—Election placed the State 
Legislature Party leadership 
predominantly in the hands 
of its Jana Sangh and BLD 
factions. X 

JULY 


4—Sheikh Mohammad Abdul- 
lah, leading his men in an 
electoral battle for the first 
ше in 25 years Was swept 
nto power in Ja 1 
a mmu and 
21—Neelam Sanjiva 
elected the sixth 
T of India. $ 
9—Sanjiva Reddy was inst 
as President of India. oe 
AUGUST 
S—P. C. Sethi, Yash 
= K Dh pal Kapur, 


Reddy was 
President 


gi were 

ed in pre-dawn swoops 
і, Patna and Kanpur 
Defence | Minister 

arrested һу’ 


]. LudbRoverse of split. 


SEPTEMBER 


7—The Nascent Industrial S | 
exploded | 


trict of Ghaziabad 
in violence in 
three-hour-long 
which two were 
6, injured. 


arson а 
firing 
killed and 


10—The Planning Commission 
decided to terminate the 
Fifth Five Year Plan on 


year ahead of schedule. 
17—Former Orissa Chief Minis. 

ter Nandini Satpathy Was 

arrested and bailed out, 


OCTOBER 
3—Mrs Indira Gandhi and four 


of her former Cab. tet col. 
leagues—K. D. Malaviya 
H.R. Gokhale, P. C. Sethi 


and D. P. Chattopadhyaya— 
were arrested by tne CBI. 
4—Mrs Gandhi was released by 
the Delhi Additional Chief 
Metropolitan Magistrate. 
i10—Fiftythree persons were 
killed and 146 injured when 


the 103 Up  Howrah-New 
Delhi Deluxe rammed into 
the rear of a stationary 


goods train at Naini 
way station. 

23—A. K. Antony, Chief Minis. 
ter, was declared elected to 
the Kerala Assembly. 


NOVEMBER 

4—Prime Minister Morarji 
Desai escaped with a split 
lip when the TU-124 Indian 
Air Force plane he was tra- 
velling in, crashlanded just 


Rail- 


outside Jorhat airport. Five | 


crew members died. 
6—Jammu and Kashmir Gov- 

ernor L. K. Jha promulgated 

an Ordinance giving sweep: 


ing powers to the State Gov- | 


ernment E 
19—Andhra Pradesh was hit by 
the worst ever eycionic 
storm killing an estimated - 
10,000 people and destroy- - 
ing -property worth crores 
and crops spread over about | 
30 lakh hectares. Б 
21—Former Prime Miaister 1 
dira Gandhi declined to api- 
pear before the Shah Com- - 
mission. E 
23—Twenty persons, including 2 
Rajya Sabha member rM 
kashvir Shastri, меге E 


In | 


t 


Í 
| 


| 
H 
| 
Ў 


and 21 seriously 1P 11 
when the engine ant - 
coaches of the Delhi-bo 
Ahmedabad mail dera 
between Ajarka and 
stations. 7 

DECEMBER 

18—Mrs Gandhi resigned 
the CWC. 

28—Mrg Gandhi 
ven supporters п 
CWC, taking the Congr 


apie 
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International 


JANUARY 


4—China and Bangladesh sign- 

ed their first agreements— 
on trade and payments and 
economie and technical] co- 
operation—in Peking, 

10—Press censorship was clamp- 
ed in Sri Lanka under em- 
ergency regulations, 

Wi2—Hundreds were reported 
killed in volcanic eruptions 
near Rwanda’s border with 
Zaire. 

18—Dzemel Bijedie, Yugoslav 
Prime Minister was killed in 
a plane crash near Sarajevo. 

20—Jimmy Carter was sworn in 
as 39th President of U.S.A. 

FEBRUARY 

13—Edward 
pointed 
Minister. 

24—Former Bangladesh Head 
of State Khondakar Mosh- 
taque Ahmed was sentenced 
to five years prison on 
charges of corruption, 

MARCH 

—Thousands were 

an earthquake in 
Rumania. 

li—An opposition strike call 
paralysed Karacı and ату 
tanks moved in to check 
spreading violence. 

16—Lebanese leftist iIcader. Ka- 
mal Jumblatt was murdered 
in an ambush ou:side 
Beirut. 

18—The first civilian ` Cabinet 
was formed in Afghanistan. 

25—The Pakistan Government 
locked up the leaders of the 
nine party opposition alli- 
ance. 


Sokoine was ap- 
Tanzanian Prime 


killed in 
Southern 


APRIL 

1—The Soviet Unin rejected 
American proposals on Stra- 
tegic Arms Limitation Talks 
(SALT). 


3—President Anwar Sadat ‘flew 
to Washington for talks with 
President Carter. 

` 74—572 persons died іп an 
earthquake which struck a 
number of village, in Iran. 
9—At least 16 persons were 
shot dead in the worst anti- 


Government riots in Pakis- 
tan. S . 
18—Prime Minister Yitzhak 


Rabin resigned after his. wife 
was fined a quarter of a mil- 
lion Israel pounds for a 
‘foreign currency offence. 


21—Major-General Zia-ur-Reha- | 


man was sworn in as Pr 


t of Bangladesh follow- — 


EAS ر‎ T 


23—Bangladesh dropped secu- 
larism as one of its state 
principles іп favour of 
Islam. 


MAY 


10—A 15 nation NATO summit 
opened in London. 

15—Pir of Pagaro, acting presi- 
dent of the opposition Pakis- 
tan National Alliance was 
placed under house arrest. 

23—South Moluccan’s held over 


100 children ina Dutch 
school as hostages. 
24—Soviet President Nikolai 


Podgomry was relieved of 
his duties as a member of 
the political bureau by the 
Soviet Communist Party 
Central Committee. 

25—A four-ship US navy task 
group headed by a guided 
missile cruiser entered the 
Indian Ocean. : 

29—The Ethiopian Government 
closed the American, British 
and Egyptian defence  atta- 
che offices in Addis Ababa. 


3i—Rhodesian forces occupied 
Mapai, Mozambique. ' 


JUNE 
2—A Pakistani High Court 
ruled the martial law im- 


posed by Bhutto to be ille- 
gal under the constitution. 
5—Left-winger Albert Rene 
seized power in Seychelles. 
17—Communist Party General 
Secretary Leonid Brezhnev ` 
was unanimously elected 
President of the Supreme So-~ 
viet Presidium. 
20—Menachim Begin took over 
as Israeli Prime Minister. 
26—Djibouti gained indepen- 
dence. 


JULY : ' , 

5—The army took over the 
civil administration in Pak- 
istan and imposed martial . 
law. 


8— President Carter relaxed 
control over foreign arms 
. sales. : 
21—Egyptian forces destroyed А 
Libyan tanks, armoured vehi- ; 
cles and shot down two jet 
fighters in a border clash. 
22—The United National Party, 
led by J. R. Jayawardene 
won a landslide victory over 
the Sri Lanka Freedom 
Party in the eighth general 
- elections. Le 
30—Deputy Premier Тепе 
Hsiao Ping returned to pub. 
lic life after 15 months poli- 


м 


_ tical exile. - 


ғ 


055 


: е Siew ү 
. NOVEMBER NE 
12—The South African. Gove : 


24— Rhodesian forces „attacked 


Ў 


19—Hua Kuo-feng was chos 
chairman of the Ch 
Communist Party. 5 
20—A 35-hour curfew 
clamped in Sri Lanka. 


SEPTEMBER Gx 


2—U.S.A. and Cuba Opened 
missions at the two capitals, _ 
3—Deposed Prime Minister 
Z. A. Bhutto was arrested 
on murder charges. 
9—Nepalese Prime Minister 
Tulsi Giri resigned. —  - - 
12—Kirtinidhi Bista was ap- 
pointed Nepal’s Prime  Mi- 
nister, E 
13—Z. A. Bhutto, Former Pa- 
kistan Premier wag released 
on bail. 3 
15—The six year state of emer- 
gency was lifted in Pakistan. 
17—The army arrested Bhutto 
and ten of his close support- $ 
ers under martial law regu- E. 
lations. : 


21— Socialist Republic. of Viet- 


nam was admitted as a mem- 
ber of the United Nations. 


OCTOBER 


l—Electiong in, Pakistan were 
postponed indefinitely. 


2—More than 100 people were zs 
reported killed in an abor- ; 
tive coup attempt by dissi- - 

` dent Bangladesh troups in 
Dacca. : Mi^ 

12—North  Yemeni President 
Ibrahim Al-Hamadi was as- _ 
sassinated in the capital. 
13—A Lufthansa Boeing with 86 - 
aboard was hijacked, — 


was 


18—West German police com. 

` mandos blasted their _ way 
into the jet at ^ Somalia's. 
Mogadishu airport and freed - 
all hostages. eee at 

20—The military seized power - 
in Thailand. Xie d 


D 


9—Martial law orders were re- - 
 pealed in Bangladesh. Os 


ment adopted wartime po 
ers. 1 Fig е Б 


` Mozamb ique. 

DECEMBER = — 
1—John ter’s 

Party won: 

South Af 

5—Egypt b 

lations 
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IHAR Agriculture Minister 
Kapildeo Sinha's threat ou 
the floor of the legislature to 


he press was not just 
ае burst of a Minister, 


n out! Н 
for Kapildeo has been A ati 
grievance against the CPI daily 
Sanashakti for having opposed his 
patroaage of Devan Singh, а eri- 
minal and pervert, whose con- 
duct sparked off trouble at Ba- 
rahiya in which seven young boys 
were killed and several others 
were maimed, Devan Singh is 
the son of Kapildeo Singh’s cou- 
sin who had been given toll col- 
lecting contract for Balgudar 
Ghat for about rupees one lakh 
when the Government had ear- 
lier realised rupees three lakhs 
from the same ghat. Janashakti 
exposure not only resulted in the 
cancellation of the contract but 
led to even Jayaprakash Narayan 
indirectly indicting Kapildeo 
Singh. 

Even at that time word was 
process to the officers of the In- 
formation Department to res 
trict flow of advertisement {о 
some of the newspapers. The 
process was on when Jamashakti 
came out with another exposure. 
This time it was about welfare 
Minister Kameshar Paswan’s, visit 
twice to an ‘after care home’ and 
having developed fancy for a 
girl and trying to  pressurise 
‘home’ Superintendent Vidya 
Siaha to send the girl to him. 
When his own efforts failed, the 
Minister sent his friend Raja 
Prasad to persuade the Super- 
intendent, He too failed and the 
Superintendent was transferred. 
The Janashakti report created a 
furore, Letters from the inmates 
went to the Chief Minister and 
Jayaprakash Narayan and the 
issue was raised in both the As. 
sembly and the Council. The 
Chief Minister asked an officer 
of the Welfare Department to 

inquire into the charge. The off. 
cer found nothing against the 
Minister, his friend or staff and 
held the lady Superintendent 
guilty. Even Kapildeo Singh while 
replying to a calling attention 
motion by Mrs Kamla Sinha of 
the Janata Party and ^ several 
others admitted that the enquiry 
was made by an officer of the 
Welfare Department, over which 


CC-0. | 


Public Domain. UP State 


the accused Minister himself pre- 
sided. 

The 'after care home’ is locat- 
ed in a dilapidated house in 
Paina, It is a misnomer that 
only socially condemned women 
are sent there. Rukmini, a six- 
teen year old handsome girl for 
whom the Minister is reported to 
have fallen, came to this ‘home’ 
while she was very young. Her 
father and relatives had been 
killed by dacoits and there was 
nobody to look her after. The po- 
lice sent her to ‘after care home’. 
Similarly there are girls who 
have married boys of their 
choice, Their parents filed suits 
on the plea that the girls were 
minors. The court sent them to 
the ‘home’ pending a decision. 
There are about 96 inmates in 
this ‘home,’ 


GROUSE 


The lady Superintendent of the 
home Mrs Vidya Sinha aged 
about 50 and her deputy Leela 
Devi were not on good terms and 
Leela Devi's husband who is said 
to be a retired peon used to re- 
port against Mrg Sinha to the 
higher authorities off and on. 
During Mrs Sinha’s superinten- 
dentship one inmate had died and 
two had tried to escape one of 
whom was later caught,’ These 
complaints had been enquired 
into. several times and Mrs 
Sinha had been exonerated. But 


TS 


An Amorous Diversion 


the complaints, mostly anonymous, 
continued to be raised. This gaye 
the Minister a pretext to visit 
the ‘home’ on July 17 within a 
few days of joining the Cabinet. 
he reached there with an army 
of Officers, and was received by 
girls and the inspection continu- 
ed for some time. 


Along wità the Minister, had 
also gone his additional private 
Secretary and some of his close 
friends. The additional private 
secretaries in case of Jana 
Sangh Ministers—Paswan belongs 
to erstwhile Sangh—are in fact 
Ministers’ bosses since they are 
invariably RSS men who held 
more important positions in the 
Sangh than the Ministers, Only 
two Jana Sangh Ministers who 
were themselves important RSS 
functionaries are exceptions. 


. The next day the lady Super 
intendent received a telephone 
from the Minister to see him 


with the flle of Savitri. 
Since there were five 
Savitries the Superinten- 


dent went there with the files 
of all the five. According to the 
reports, the Minister was angry 
when he saw the lady Superin- 
tendent alone. He asked, “are 
you the custodian of files.” The 
Minister talked indirectly in the 
beginning but when the lady 
Superintendent refused to take 


А fascimile bearing the signature or Raja Prasad on the visitor 


МОЕ o£ the "After Care Home? 
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his himt she was asked to bring 
the girl who had sung a welcome 
song. It was Rukmini, not Savitri. 


The lady Superintendent was 
also told that the Minister was 
considering her promotion. But 
it did not work. 


From the next day, telephone 
calls to the lady Superintendent 
began, Some said she was being 
transferred, some said she was 
on the verge of suspension. Some 
one reached the ‘home’ on the 
pretext of adopting  Rukmini. 
That was not possible since she 
was only 16. 

On July 28, Raja Prasad, who 
claimed himself to be a close 
friend of the Minister went to 
meet the lady Superintendent, 
He tried to persuade Mrs Sinha 
to be reasonable and practical, 
He also threw hints that Kamesh- 
war Paswan would do only what 
he wanted him to do. He tele- 
phoned tne Minister's residence 
from there and said Something 
in code and left promising to 
come again. Raja Prasad had 
visited the ‘home’ with the Minis- 
ter on July 17 too. This time 
when he went alone he was ask- 
ed to sign the visitors] book 
which he reluctantly did before 
he could meet the lady Superin- 
tedent. The Government does not 
deny Raja Prasad’s friendship 
with the Minister but denies his 
visiting the ‘home’ on July 28. But 
the facsimile (see photo) which 
was placed on the table of the 
Council by Mrs Kamla Sinha 
gave lie to the Minister’s claim 
and proves beyond doubt that 
Prasad did go there. But why did 
he go? 


OLD CHARGES 


Efforts to penalise Mrs Sinha 
continued. The old charges were 
raked up and the Minister reach- 
ed the ‘home’ again with his staff 
and officers on October 10, But 
that day he was in a terrific 
mood. While he continued the 
inspection, members of his staff 
went inside and started alluring 
and vexing the girls, The girls 
later told the Superintendent also 
about it and wrote to Jayapra- 


kash Narayan and the Chief Min- ' 


ister. A delegation of Mahila 


Sangharsa Samiti that visited the - 


"home' and examined the girls 
also found the charge correct. 
But the lady Superintendent re- 
mained firm. She was transferred. 
Mrs Sinha represented against 
her transfer to the Director of 


ANT AR BE 


First crave of the memorandum submitted by the inmates of the 
i home. 


Welfare who sent the representa- 
tion to Dy. Director for comment. 


: The Dy Director in his comments 


made it clear that all charges: 
against Mrs Sinha had been in- 
quired into several times by 
Patna DM, Patna City SDO be- 
sides the Dy Director himself 
and had been found umsubstan- 
tiated. Yet Kapildeo Sinha while 
replying to the calling attention 
motion repeated the same charges 
to, justify the Minister's visit. 
(He said the Minister visited the 
heme only once but there are 
evidences to show that he went 


` there twice). : 
CG-0. In Public Domain. UP State Museum, Hazrati Lucknow. en 


But several questions arise, to 
which the Minister had no satis- 
factory reply. Why the 
charges against Mrs Vidya Sinha 
which had been found to ре in- 
correct were raked up? How many 
Welfare Ministers had visited the 
home in the past? Why Raja 


, Prasad, a friend of the Minister, 
evisited the home and why the 


Government is denying that he 
visited the home? Why was Mrs 
Sinha transferred when the 
charges were not substantiated? - 
Why does Government fig t shy 
of a high level probe in: | 


HE December 21 election to 
the Tripura omn B 
ikely to upset many calcula- 
im Boer it seems certain 
that the Janata Party will not 
come anywhere near the CPM or 
the Congress, Theirs is therefore 
a lackluster campaign. Only the 
individual leaders of the party 
are now busy reserving their 
personal image. National leaders 
and Central Ministers of the 
Janata Party are, however, 
making all efforts to make the 
party presence felt in the next 
Assembly. 


The Congress Party started 
the campaign on a low footing, 
But younger leaders like Priya 
Ranjan Das Munshi and West 
Bengal Congress President 
Purabi Mukherjee have helped 
it regain lost ground. In certain 
areas it is expected to give a 
good account of itself. However, 
it is handicapped by an acute 
shortage of funds and the antics 
of the pro-caucus elements in 
the party. It is reported that 
in certain areas these elements 
are directly or indirectly helping 
candidates opposed to the Con- ` 
Eress. 


The third important political 
party in the election fray ig the 
CFD led by Sachindra Lal Singh. 
However, it now seems to be 
with the Congress Party. Con- 
Eress Working Committee mem- 
ber Priya Ranjan Das Munshi 
had arrived in Tripura with the 
idea of forming an United Front 
with the Congress CFD and the 
CPI. But his attempts failed be- 
cause of opposition from both 
the CFD and the pro-caucus 
elements in his own party. Das 
Munshi’s plan was for the Con- 
grecs to fight in 35 constituen- 
cies, CFD in 20 and the CPI in 
бево fet this combination 

would give Tripura an 
stable Ministry. шау 


CONCERN 


The fourth important party i 
the election is the SEES Upa. 
jati Juva Samity which is actual- 
ly causing serious concern and 
anxiety to the CPM in this State. 


This party has been instrumental 


in breaking the CPM's strong- 
est base in  Tripura—the. tradi- 


б 


tional Communist base, Serious. | 


ly embarrassed by the tribal 
tion, the impor- 


youths organisa 


Surprises In Store In Tripura 


tant leaders of the CPM have 
now started alleging that the 
organisation has started “com- 
munal” campaigns. The Tri- 
pura Upajati Samity has made 
the CPM its main target of at- 
tack saying that the СРМ has 
“betrayed the cause of the 
tribes” in Tripura. 


The Tripura Upajati Samity 
has raised the demand for auto- 
nomous tribal districts, recogni- 
tion of the tribal ‘script Kog 
Borok, restoration of right, to 
the tribal people of all the areas 
of alienated land during the past 
years, etc. 


The fifth and the most impor- 
tant political party in the pre- 
sent context in Tripura is the 
CPM. The Party is making a bid 
to win this north eastern State 
also, following West Bengal. The 
high powered campaigning by 
the CPM has been noticed by 
all observers. The resources 
seemingly at the partys com- 
mand has surpassed all previous 
records. The Congress, even in 
its heyday, was not able to 
mobilise and use such large re- 
Sources as the CPM is doing at 
this election in Tripura. In each 
of the 60 constituencies the CPM 
has provided its candidate with 
a minimum of four cars. The 


.entire stock of red cloth which 


15 required for making quilts in 
winter has been used up by the 
CPM in making flags. Posters, 
both printed and hand written, 
have also surpassed all previous 
Tecords. While in terms of Te- 
Sources the Janata Party has 
been placed into insignificance, 
it perhaps holds its own with the 

In terms of mobilising 
State leaders, While the Janata 
Party has concentrated on the 
Central leaders, a few - West 


Bengal leaders and the -Central ` 
Ministers, the CPM has mobilised ~ 


its Central leaders and those 
from West Bengal and "Assam. . 


STRENGTH . 
The CPM’s main strength how- 
ever lies in the organisation of 


the State Government: employ- 


| Openly and directly involved 


themselves in the CPM’s electi 

; elves in th 5 election 
campaign, Allegations were sub- 
mitted to the Government 
against 400 — such employees, 


«es. Та. Tripura, it is alleged, 
. the Government employees e 


There were counter allegationg 
ру the CPM also. So far the 
Government has issued show 
cause notices to 110 employees. 


However, these 
notices have not 
seriously by many. Because in 
the past those employees who- 
were punished by the previous 
Government were exonerated by 
the next. According to senior 
Government officials, this seri. 
ously affects discipline and mo. 
rale of the administration, Goy- 
ernment servants’ involvement . 
in electioneering has been re. 
ferred to the Janata Party lead- 
ers in their election campaigns, 


show cause 
been taken 


While discussing the election 
campaign опе is inevitably 
drawn to a comparison of the 
parties standing for the Lok 
Sabha electiong іп March. At 
that time the Congress had 
gained a majority in 35 out of 60 
Assembly constituencies, the 
CFD in 14, the CPM in only 10 
constituencies and the Upajati 
Juva Samity in just one. 


But in the Assembly elections 
this pattern is not likely to be 
repeated. There will be serious 
vote splitting „because in every | 
constituency there will be a 
multi-cornered fight. Splitting of 
votes will seriously affect the 
election results. The largest 
number of voters in one single 


constituency is just about 20,000. ^. 
pro- E 
bably win their seats with very | 


Thus most candidates will 


x. 


& 


B 


| 
E 
i 
сй 


small margins. This is precisely . 


the reason why observers feel 
that the election 
upset all calculations. 
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Sugar Nationalisation 


REPLYING to a half an hour 

discussion on nationalisa- 
tion of sugar industry ip Lok 
Sabha on 16 December, the 
State Minister for Agriculture 
and Irrigation Bhanu Pratap 
Singh said: “we will not say 
“по” to any. proposal coming 
from any ` State Government 
which wants to nationalise it, 
We will not stand in that way. 
If the State Governments want 
to nationalise it, let them do 
it. There is no difficulty, The 
State Governments are as well 
empowered. to take Over. sugar 
factories as Union Government," 


But the situation is not so 
Simple because. at the moment 
no State Government seems to 
be insisting on  nationalisation 
of the sugar industry . Bhanu 
Pratap Singh earlier stated: 
"As the UP Government wrote 
to the Union Government seve- 
Tal times not once, only once 
they wrote to the Janata Goy- 
ernment after it was establish- 
ed here, Earlier they were 
writing to their own  Govern- 
ment; they passed a resolution. 
They had ample time to imple- 
ient that resolution. But they 
never intended to implement it. 
But they wanted to take advant- 
age of it and held out a threat 
to the sugar magnates, perhaps, 
We cannot вау what passed 
between the UP Government 
and the Union Government, As 
far as this Government is con- 
cerned, we. received only one 
communication and-that was п 
April 1977 perhaps. But before 
we could reply the Govern- 
ment in UP was also removed 
from office. The next govern- 
ment did not write to us. They 
did not press for it and they 
are not insisting that they Бе 


' nationalised”, 


Why they were not insisting 
Was clear from the reply Prime 
Minister Morarji Desai gave to 
a question in the Lok Sabha 
9n 28 November, 1977. He said, 
"this prevailing problem is" a 
Complicated one, So far as UP 
and Bihar are concerned and 
more complicated because of 
low production of sugarcane. 
They have taken no steps to 
increase production. They ко 
Оп asking for. more and. more: 


JANUARY 1, 1978 


Prices because of bedeviling 
the whole issue. So it has to 

e gone into more deeply. We 
are trying to do that”. Bhanu 
Pratap Singh was more cate- 
gorical when he said фа? 
seven publie sector factories 
?re under the Control of UP 
State Sugar Corporation over 
the last four years and -their 
Performance jg Miserable,” 
_ Actually the sugareane 
duction ha 
sugarcane 
was 29 lakh һес- 
increased to 32 
lakh hectares ip 1977.78. The 
total Production of 154 million 
tonnes of sugarcane in 1976-77, 
IS expected to increase to 165 
llion tonnes in 1977-78, 

As far as the sugarcane pro- 
ducer is concerned, his position 
remains the same. He has been 
receiving a uniform price of 
Rs 8.50 related to 83% reco- 
very from 1974; While the 
international price of sugar 
has fluctuated £ 700 a tonne 
to £ 100 a tonne in the world 
market, the Indian sugar mag- 
nate has been assured of a 
constant priee which has been 
moving up in this country. 
Thus in spite of a slump in 
prices reported by the Minis- 
ter for Food and Agriculture 
Bhanu Pratap Singh, the num- 


tares which 


ber of sugar factories in ope- ` 


ration in India hag  increasec. 
Ta 1975-76 231 factories were 
in operation, In 1976-77 . this 
number rose to 235 and 1977- 
78,. 257 factories. were in ope- 
ration on 22 December, 1977. 
This shows the sugar industry 
to be in a very. satisfactory 
position. in India regardless of 
the world market, 


ARREARS 


According to Bhanu Pratap 
Singh all.these .factories paid 
only Rs 590.80 crores as the 
price of sugarcane to the 
sugarcane Producers. Even this 
was not paid monthly and on 
30 September 1977 Rs 14.48 
Crores was in arrears. 

Out of the 257 factories іп 
operation during 1977-78, there 
are 103 sugarmills in UP and 
Bihar (30). Out of these sugar 
mills, 66 mills ате more than 
25 years old and some are 


‘29 
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more than 30 years old. At one 
time the sugar mills in UP and 
Bibar provided the bulk of 
the sugar for India, Even today 
these mills suPply half of the 
Sugar to India, the other half 
having been diverted to 


new 
milly in Maharashtra, Karna- 
taka, Tamilnadu and Punjab, 
Ironically Maharashtra With 47 


sugar mills produces the best 
quality of sugarcane. But the 
Tesidents of Maharashtra des- 
Pite this improvement in tech- 
nique and production have to 
Pay Rs 4.50 per kilogram of 
Sugar. Therefore more efficient 
production in the cooperative 
Sector, has · not resulted in 
any relief to the consumer. On 
the other hand, the sugar in- 
dustry has been heavily subsi- 
dised by the Government. The 
Sugar industry has not made 
any efforts to modernise and 
get optimum output from the 
factories. The Publie Accounts 
Committee in its 155. Report 
stated: “The Committee is firm- 
ly of the view that since по 
elforts have apparently been 
made by the sugar industry to 
modernise itg equipment. ad- 
ort improved methods of pro- 
duction and expand their  ex- 
isting cane crushing capacity 
to make economic the gain of 
excise rebate and similar in- 
centives have . mainly put ihe 
premium on inefficiency and 
increased black-meney”. Even 
the Government coul? not hene- 
fit out of excise duty, While 
it was charging the excise duty 
on the basis of a price of Rs. 
320 actually Rs 465 and more 
were being collected from the 
whole8ale market in India and 
that was the price at Hapur, 


' EXCISE DUTY 


The new Janata Government 
has benefited the sugar indust- 
ry as much as the old Congress 
Government. They have reduced 
the excise duty by Rs. 47 which 
means there has been a sacri- 
fice of revenue of Rs. 103 cro- 
res to the Central Government 
But this rebate has not been 
Passed on the consumer. Out 
of Rs, 47, only Rs 25 has been 
fassed on to the consumer and ` 
Rs 22 is being retained by the 
Sugar factory owners, As far 
as the sugar industry is con- 
cerned, like all other Private 
Sector industries, it is also fi- . 
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the Government tor 
f private industria- 


nanced by 
the benelit o i Et 
lists An Economie Survey Was 


made of 48 suéar companies 
by the Commission of Sugar 
Industry and it found that 0 
these 48 Sugar companies the 
borrowing from the nationals: 
ed banks were of the tune 0 
Rs. 97,44 crores from financia 
institutions Rs. 11.93 , crores 
and from other publie institu- 
tions Rs. 1625 crores. It IS 
with the money from these 
publie institutions that these 
sugar factories operate. 1t is 
the money that the consumes 
pays which goes in their pri- 
vate pocket, A very little of it 
passes to the State in the form 
of taxes, They are so insulated 
that in spite of recession in the 
world sugar prices their profits 
and their prices not only re- 
main intact but go on increas- 
ing. The Commission on Nation- 
alisation of sugar industry re- 
commended the entire private 
sector of the sugar industry 
other than the cooperative 
sugar factories should be na- 
tionalised. 


mmm ei i 


trade 


le 
the level . of wiolesa TQ 
should be completely nationa 
Jised; 


Provision should be made d 
adequate representation of E. 
bour and cane growers in s 
nationalised sector and in um 
cooperative sugar factories а 


all levels; 


For formulating and attack- 
ing policies in regard to the 
Y industry, public 


entire susar / 
sector апа cooperative sector 


and for administration of the 
publie sector of the sugar in- 
dustries, statutory bodies and 
organisations should be set up. 


These recommendations were 
not accepted by the Congress 
Government and it wag left to 
the State Governments 10 
nationalise the industry, though 
it was suggested that the States 
could fake any action, the fact 
remains that the resources 
which enable the Government 
to take over sugar factories are 
in the hands of the Central 
Government and not in the 


Small Farmer : Unending Woes 


mHE Parliamentary Public 
Accounts Committee, in its 
41st report presented to the Lok 
Sabha last week, has observed 
that there is no evidence in the 
material placed before it to show 
that all possible efforts were 
made to assess the requirements 
of various inputs and to ensure 
their availability to the cultiva- 
tors in time, while launching the 
agricultural production program- 
me. It is not surprising that set 
targets could mot be achieved. 
But the PACs conclusion that 
the whole programme was “pa- 
tently | Over-optimistic and un- 
realistic”, when read with its 
noting that Mot even a proper 
evaluation of the inputs needs 
Was mede prior to the imple- 
mentation of the, plan, raises the 
question; whose needs are to be 
ТШШ to achieve. {һе success 
a programme to Ti 
cultura] production? p 
. The improvements or 
in institutions and UNO s 
effect plans, followups and ia 
monitor the implementations can 
be beneficial only when priori- 
ties are properly aligned and 
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eoordinated to reach the level 
of the poorest farmers who are 
still bereft of the advantages of 
the all-round breakthrough in 
our agriculture. The Indian 
farming community is basically 
one of marginal farmers, The 
average holding of about 63 per 
cent of them is 2.27 hectares or 
5 acres. Such farmers use their 
family labour for agricultural 
Operation and when extra hands 
are needed as during paddy 
transformation, the neighbouring 
families help out each other on 
a mutual exchange basis, They 
employ traditional methods of 
ploughing, planning and sowing 
—often with much worn out im- 
plements. It is common to find 
a poor farmer borrowing a pair 
of bullocks to plough “his land. 


These small cultivators pro- 
duce traditional crops. Some of 
them, whose lands are near a 
town do go in for vegetables in 
half an acre or so and take them 


: to the vegetable mandis. But the 


price they get from the whole- 
salers is not sufficient to encour- 
age modern techniques of.veget- 


able plantation, This class of 
30 


of the State cove ш 


State 
ment, and here 
UP and Bihar, where there 
Jarge sugar factories, 

nationalise them. The Gover 
ment is Prepared to take Over 
sick mills but it is not th 
sickmills but the mills thet 
are not so sick which shoul 
be taken by the Government $0 
that they can run in Profit and 
provide adequate prices to the 
cane grower, adequate wages б 
the labour and sugar at reason 
able prices to the consumer 
There is a profit of Rs 20) 
per tonne which is just going 
into the black market and 
creating a parallel economy 
The sugar lobby has been the 
most effective lobby іп {ndia 
and one of the biggest institu. 
tions of corruption of Political 
life. If the sugar factories are 
nationalised, the State as well 
as the Central politics of India 
will be much better and 
cleaner, This will be an addi. 
tional by product of the mation 
alisation of sugar industry apart 
from its economic benefits. 


farmer is still selling its produce 
at the weekly village market 
we mean, whatever, is left after 
the consumption by the family 
and the stock set aside for aext 
year's seed requirements. 


These small land holders have 
their own methods of planning 


à Gove, у | 
in particular [ 
are 


and organisation, finance manage | 


ment and capital for cultivating 
their lands. The technological 
developments, introduction 0 
tractors and other improved a 
quicker methods of preparation 


of fields, sowing or harvesting 


‘is not available to them. 


local agencies like cooperatives: ! 


Banks or extension officers ©, 
sider these holdings too insisi 
ficant to give them any place | 
planning for higher producto” 
If some of them do go 1 ii 
HYV seeds or fertilisers, іё 
application of the latest kao 
how, results in such а low У 


of production of HYV see 


traditional 
Even in areas which are gros 
accessible, the average | 
cultivated land area under "yl 
is at the maximum 25 PB 


lack of knowledge about PIO, 

" 
compared to the increase T 
that they immediately reve | 
crops and me | 


rs con | 
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or so; the rest of the bigitized by 


are still under traditional crops 
IDLE TIME 


Apart from low yields, the 
use of local seeds affects crop- 
ping intensity, the multiple pat- 
tern of sowing is not possible 
as the maturity period of the 
local seed crops is very long. 
These small farmers have no 
agricultural activity for about 
four months in a year. 

Fertilisers and irrigation, the 
most important of the inputs are 
not generally available to the 
marginal farmer, at least not at 
ihe correct time. Even if he ma- 
Mages to procure credit, it takes 
so long to fulfil the formalities 
that by the time he hag the fin- 
ancial capacity to purchase the 
inputs, either the stocks finish 
Or it becomes too late to get the 
full advantage of the use of fer- 
tilisers or watering, 


The basic problems as сап be 


visualised from the above dis- 
cussion are two-fold; the farmtr’s 
lack of knowledge of the inno- 
vations in agriculture and se- 
condly the non-availability of 
credit facilities. To develop an 
awareness about the modern 
‘techniques and their advantages, 
field trials, demonstrations and 
adoption of the lands of small 
farmers are the caly realistic 
method. Seminarg and talks ar- 
ranged by the fertilizer industry 
or agricultural departments even 
at block offices do not attract a 
Small land holder. He is either 
busy on his own land or doing 
labour for neighbouring big 
fanms or trying to eam wages 
in nearby towns. He does not 
have the time to attend such 
functions, where in any case he 
is given a very back seat, A 
practical demonstration at, a 
field in his village, will develop, 
in small farmers, a greater confi- 
dence about the efficacy of. mo- 
dern methods. 

Secondly, a very intensive 
planning has to be dome for pro- 
viding easy and quick financial 
assistance to small land holders. 
In this the major role will have 
to be given to nationalised 
banks. These farmers are too 
poor to become shareholders in 
Cooperative societies. The banks 
that have rural branches or are 
the lead banks in particular 
areas should be encouraged to 
coordinate their financing role 
with the Agro-Service stations 
which provide tractors and other 
implements on hire, and Govern- 
ment seed and fertiliser stores, 
If a fixed target is given to the 
Extension departments and the 
banks to bring at the end of a 
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Sarg owadatiqnr shreelhisand «баво and salt would come to 


small land holders under the va- 
rious schemes of assistance, they 
will be more willing to persuade 
this class to take financial and 
technical help. Farmers can be 
grouped together to plan plough- 
ing by tractor from Custom ser- 
vice stations and have the har- 
vesting and other operations 
also carried out by machines. 
This ordinarily, a single small 
land holder would not be able 
to afford. 


A farmer holding two hec- 
tares of land requires much less 
financial credit than bigger far- 
mers who till now have been the 
major beneficiaries of the bank 
loans. Moreover a small farmer 
has lesser ability to resist or 
postpone payments. For a wheat 
crop оп a 2-hectare holding the 
total outlay on preparation of 
land through tractor, fertiliser, 
seeds, pesticides and irrigation, 


approximately Rs 100 to Rs 1000 
at the maximum, Compare this 
with the loan for a tractor which 
is now in the region of Rs 35000. 
If one advance for a tractor is 
withheld it can help about 30 
marginal farmers, The bigger 
cultivator can make do by hir- 
ing a tractor from the Agro- 
Custom centres. The same 
amount of Rs 35000 can help 
construct 5 to 6 tubewells which 
can on a cooperative basis pro- 
vide water for irrigation. The 
farmers can be charged for using 
these tubewells сп the same 
basis as canal irrigation taxes. 

A crash programme to bring 
them under credit schemes, and 
integrated development of the 
agricultural knowledge and ex- 


pertise of these small farmers 


would go a.long way in boosting 
total production and making so- 
cial justice a reality in the rural 
sector, 


HAVE YOU AN IDEA ?) 
Any Idea 


, Just one 


Family Welfare 


then, turn it into a Slogan 
Less 


{The Slogan should be Crisp. tf you can help 
to motivate married couples, consistent with 
the current policy on Family welfare, the prize 
is yours. 


Even if yours is the second best, you will get 
, Rs.500J- i ne 


> Closing date 
14.1.1978 


i 


WIN. 
Rs. 1,000 | 


К e 
Write to: V. N. KAKAR chief (Media) 
Ministry of Health and Family Welfare Р. B. No. 5410 - 
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Rising Aspirations 


VISIT—even a short one— 

to Kathmandu, its neighbour- 
ing towns and the villages be- 
yond can be a discovery: Sud- 
denly, one realises how little one 
knows about the many changes 
which have come about in this 
Himalayan neighbour of ours, 
over the last one decade or #0. 
Suddenly, the commonplace no- 
tions seem so incorrect except- 
ting, of course, the view that 
Nepal is a land of rugged and 
awe inspiring beauty. 


But Nepal is not merely a land 
of beauiy. It is a land of rising 
aspirations like most developing 
nations of the world. It is in the 
developmental sphere that much 
change has come about in this 
Himalayan Kingdom, though as 
one moves to the interiors, there 
is the feeling that the change 
is little slow: Poverty is as seri- 
ous a: problem in Nepal as it is 
in many Indian villages, Then, 
Nepal is also faced with the pro- 
blem of lack of resources due to 
the smallness of size and dearth 
of cultivable land. 


RESOURCES 


Only about one-sixth of the 
54,718 square miles of its area 
is under agriculture, the rest 
being mountainous regions of 
dense forests and snows. There 
is little scope for any heavy in- 


dustry, though efforts have been 
made in the recent years to ex 
plore possibilities jn this sphere 
also. Perhaps, the major poten- 
tial in Nepal lies in the field of 
cottage and small industries and 
exploitation of its forest and 
water resources. 


However, this can be possible 
only with the cooperation of India 
because Nepal is uot presently 
in a position to utilise all these 
resources to its advantage. The 
history of cooperation between 
the two countries is as old as 
their common land mass. As 
many others have noted in the 
past, no two other countries have 
ever had such close and intimate 
religious, ethnic, cultural, lin- 
guistic, geographical and econo- 
mic ties as Nepal and India. 
This closeness has occasionally 
caused tensions between the two 
countries but the realisation that 
to prosper, they must live to- 
gether has always enabled them 
to overcome such difficulties. 


A major step forward in over- 
ccming Some such snags was 
taken- during the recent visit of 
Prime Minister Morarji Desai to 
Kathmandu at the invitation of 
Prime M'nister Kirtinidhi Bishta- 
India's friendly gesture in agree- 
ing to sign two separate treaties 
on trade and trausit met a long 


The Khumjung valley, 
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issue had caused much bitter, 

between the two countries duri 

the last couple of years. Indi 
also agreed to Nepal's proposa 
that instead of inserting a ou 
on curbing of smuggling in 4 
trade or transit treaties, the til 
countries should evolve an ү 
derstanding cm joint administra 
tive steps to solve this thorn 
problem. y 


Equally important were a Seri, 
of agreements оп several joint 
projects like the Karnali dą 
the Panchesar and Mahakali oy 
Sharda hydel projects. Desai 
allayed Nepal’s apprehensions on 
such joint projects, when he Said 
that India was not at all keen 
to benefit at the cost of Nepal's 
resources. 


EXPERIMENTS 


Like various other countries in 
the developing world, Nepal js 
experimenting in evolving a poli. 
tical and economie system which 
can meet the needs of its people, 
The panchayat and back to vil. 
lage institutions are part of an 
experiment to see how the rising 
aspirations of the people can he 
fulfilled and moulded with the 
general conditions of the coun 
try. There has heen significant 
progress in several spheres like 
land reforms, expansion of edu 
cation, development of cottage 
and small industry and social 
reforms, which is having an im- 
pact сп the people of Nepal, 


. though the impact may still not 
be quick or widespread. 
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Synthesis Of Modernity 


And Tradition 


Nepal, an international home 
for the Yogis and a playground 
for cultists and mystic explorers 
and adventurous travellers has 
emerged trom the mists of his- 
tory as a country determined to 
become a modern nation. No 
doubt, these people who “look 
at tradition” with unbelieving 
imagination, Tradition for better 
or worse, is looked up with sus- 
picious eyes. The conflicts in- 
herent in modernisation of an 
ancient land has been a subject 
of study by sociologists but with- 
out any real rewards. As King 
Birendra has observed: “,..there 
are people who look at tradition 
with scepticism and grudge. 
They consider it as something 
of an anachronism that at least 
should be avoided to make way 
for rapid modernisation. Further 
still they regard tradition and 
modernity as contradictory goals 
where a choice has to be made 
if any headway towards progress 
is to be made at all. Personally 
I feel that this conflicting per- 
ception has come about as a re- 
sult of the semantic confusion 
where two people draw different 


inference from the same word— 
namely tradition.” Tradition :s 
not linked necessarily to blind 
superstition, irrational faith and 
abscurantist ideas; it can be 
something of a valued experi- 
ence. "It ig tradition", King Bi- 
rendra explains, that gives to a 
people its character and root. 
together with a sense of being 
and purpose. Without tradicion 
people feel not only insecure but 
a sense of vaccum, rootlessness 
and alienation that unfortunacely 
characterise some emergent soci- 
eties, For a living human com- 
munity is not a patch of dead- 
wood but a thriving corporate 
body that through its collective 
identity seeks common goal, and 
fulfilment,” 


HARMONY 


Tradition and modernity in 
Nepal according to King Biren- 
dra are two aspects of the nar- 
monious combination of the spi- 
ritual endeavour and material 
upliftment. “The people of Nepal 
make no allowance for fanatı- 
cism, rigidity or a lopsided 
kave 


growth, we ag a nation, 


King Birendra with Indian Prime Minister Morarji Desai during 
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racer. 


fairly pragmatic, very tolerant 
and always open to embracing 
new ideas. We have eschewed 
casteism and have been free 
irom sectarianism. The pancha- 


yat polity of Nepal enjoins on 
us to create a dynamic as 
against a static society. Like 


everything else in world when 
tradition gets tainted with the 
passage of time, when it gathers 
rust, bringing rigidity and a soul 
deadening creed, it surely needs 
change to permit a renewal of 
life, a revival and a regeneration. 
It is our belief thatin the march 
of time everything should 
change, that which does not 
work, that which proved illusive, 
that which in the name of tradi- 
tion only brings  exploitation— 
all of these must change. Yet in 
the remorseless whirling of time, 
namely our tradition in which 
lies our independence, our free- 
dom and the symbol of our iden- 
tity that infuses life like soul to 
the body.” ; 


Indo-Nepal relations in the 
past decades have shown a re- 
markable resilience in maintain- 
ing friendly atmosphere despite 
many strains and stresses.in the 
past. The unique and abiding 
Че; between our two countries 
are a shared heritage which has 


“the inevitability of a shared 
destiny". “Friendly relationship 
which has happily subsisted 
between our two countries since 
the dawn of history needs to be 
maintained and further consoli. 
dated in keeping with the spirit 
of time”, said King Birendra. 
“The edifice ОЁ Nepal-India 
friendship stands on the pillars 


. of equality, trust and mutual as- 


pect and understanding of each 
others’ aspirations, Sala. Shri 
Morarji Desai, Prime Minister of 
India. “The benefits of our con- 
nection and our cooperation are 
immense. To allow pettiness OF 
small gains by anti-social ele- 
ments would be only to betray 
our destiny and be unworthy of 
our heritage. І am confident 
that under His Majesty’s leader- 


_ship, this will not happen, Mr 


Desai continued, "I speaking in 
same view, can pledge to Your 
Majesty and the people of Nepal 
our inflinching commitment to 
share your burdens in the effort 
to bring prosperity to the coun- 
try. The actual strategy of deve- 
lopment or even the policies ot 
Nepalese trade are within the 
rights of Sovereign Nepal to Ge- 
termine". 

Earlier, Atal Behari Vajpayee. 
the Minister for External Affairs, 
affirmed that “there is no other 
country in the entire gamut of 
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international relationship | with 
which India has had such an- 
cient and deeply interlinked re- 
lations as with Nepal...God and 
geography have linked our two 
nations and decreed that we 
live in friendship and any BOV: 
ernment which seeks to create a 
rift between us, will be doing so 
only against the interests and 
wishes of our two people. There 
may be divergencies in our po- 
licies and occasional differences 
jn the policies of cooperation. 
But differences between us are 
only proof of our independence 
„..This vision of our destiny iS 
te be true to our tradition and 
equality there is always room 
for difference of opinion  bet- 
ween India and Nepal, but there 
must not be difference of mind 
between them, There has been à 
perennial crisis—crossing of our 
borders not only for trade ог 
tourism but more importantly, 
for knowledge, enlightenment 
and even salvation. That has led 
to understanding of India aspi- 
ration by the people of Nepal, 
understanding of Nepalese aspi- 
rations by the people of India, 
understanding by both of our 
people of the aspirations of the 
whole of Asia and the world.” 
WHAT NEXT? 

The King performs five duties: 

(a) punishment of the evil doer; 
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(b) the yecognition of merit. 
(c) augmenting the income of 
the country by honest meang 
and spend it on developments: 
(d) impartial outlook; and (e) 
protection of the nation by all 
means. King  Birendra is com. 
mitted to this concept of King. 
ship. 

In a traditional society where 
literacy and modern conscious. 
ness has yet to reach an ordi. 
nary household abstract ideas of 
constitution and nation cannot 
be understood without the aid of 
symbols. The monarchy · proy}. 
des that symbol which brings 
home to the ordinary masses 
the idea of the nation. The mo. 
narchy as an over-reaching 
symbol, knitting together Nepal 
into a nation carries a litera} 
meaning, since the Shah dynasty 
has been ruling the coun 
try for the past 2500 years. 
Nepal today is an independent 
nation and cherishes the image 
of a joint struggle of the то: 
narchy and people for democra- 
cy and progress. And it is this 
new meaning given to the tradi. 
tional bond between the mo- 
narchy and people, and to the 
king’s role as an instrument of 
modernisation of the country, 

King Birendra is aware of his 
responsibilities óf — modernisa- 
tion of Nepal He has already 
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announced the establishment of 
four regional growth centres for 
integrated and planned develop- 
ment. His emphasis on the equi- 
table distvibution of investments 
has been widely acclaimed. 
During the last five years, he 
has traveiled and stayed in the 
difficult terrain and hills of the 
country to keep abreast of and 
accelerate the pace of develop- 
ment activities. He is committed 
to ciean up and streamline the 
administration and make poticies 
development oriented, The 
King of Back-to-Village cam- 
paign is a healthy step in this 
direction of weaving together 
the panchayat bodies into an or- 


into action on the basis of а 
well-coordinated programme 
and through trained cadres, 


The importance of the royal 
institution is, thus, too obvious: 
the monarchy has proved that 
it can play a significant role as 
an agent of change in the mo- 
cernisation of Nepal to which 
mejor reforms such as the Land 
Refom Act, the Mukti Act, the 
New Education Plan and the 
Communication Plan, testify. His 
Majesty's call to the nation for 
unleashing the forces of deve- 
lopment has evoked tremendous 
response which is a happy au- 


nt gury for the country’s bright 
ganised force and mobilise them future. 
Tourism In Nepal 
FROM the fertile plains of loved sovereign, His Majesty 
* the Tarai to the soaring King Birendra Bir Bikram Shan 
mystic heights of the Hima- Dev, Nepal presents a rich 
layas, Nepal offers much heritage of art known to man— 


to fulfil the needs and 
aspirations of foreign visitors. 
Nepal holds a distinct perso- 
nality. Two important religions 
—Hinduism and Budhism— 
contribute so harmoniously to 
make the cultural life of the 
nation, The exemplary spirit of 
religious tolerance runs through 
the whole multiplicity of festi- 
vals in Nepal.  Primarily a 


mountain Kingdom  Pulsating 
with new vigour and rapid 
strides of development under 


the most able, dynamie and 


‘Inspiring leadership of the be- 


in stone and wood, in brick 
terracota, ivory, ‘brass, bronze, 
silk and wool, in dance, music 
and folklore and in fact, in 
vision, deed and thought, 


Although tourism in Nepal 
is comparatively a recent 
phenomenon it has played a 
significant role in the national 
economy of the country. Of 
course, in Nepal, tourism, in 
its modern sense, can be traced 
back to the beginning of the 
fifties when the country threw 
away the shackles of Rana re- 
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Nepalese Ambassador to India 
Vidhanand Jha, 


gime and restored democratie 
rule but the concrete step to 
promote tourism was made 
when King Mahendra constitut- 
ed a Nepal Tourism Develop- 
ment Committee under the 
chairmanship of prince Bir 
Bikram Shah in 1970, 

The Nepal tourism master 
Plan is a landmark in the his- 
tory of tourism in Nepal. Look- 
ing at the growing importance 
and the priority this sector is 
commanding in . the overall 
economic development of the 
country, the creation of a sepa- 
rate Ministry of Tourism this 
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Rhodesia : End Of A Phase 


E now looks that talks as ай 


instrument үр pole we 
{ i roblem have H 
QUA ies even credibility. 


. utility aud : 
A "Smith is again at his intran- 
sigent best. After ihe buffeting 
it had taken between ihe lea- 
ders of the Patriotie Front and 
Smith, the Anglo-US package 
plan, with au element of UN 
participation, is dead as a dodo. 
‘As usual Smith takes or at 
least should take a major share 
of the blame for dynamiting the 
Anglo-American plan which likes 
the curate’s egg was good ia 
parts. Inevitably, the Rhodesian 
Prime Minister feelg free to fall 
back on his own methods to 
solve the problem and the na- 
tionalist guerillas too feel no 
holds are barred. 


Smith has launched his new 
initiative involving the white 
minority and the black mation- 
alists living in Rhodesia. He 
says that the problem can be 
only solved by Rhodesians them- 
selves. However,  Rhodesians 
themselves do not cover ua 
tionalist leaders like Joshua 
Nkomo and Robert Mugabe. It 
is the moderate and pliable 
leadership consisting of Bishop 
Muzorewa, Rev. Sithole and 
Chief Chiaru that Smith is hold- 
ing talks with. A number of con- 
structive proposals are report- 
ed to have been made by both 
Sides at these unrepresentative 
talks, The discussions centred 
round the subject of parliament- 
ary representation and constitu- 
tional safeguards, Government 
Çepresentatives formally ап- 
nounced Smith's willingness to 


accept the principle o i 
one-vote, E ioa 


However, the internal settle- 
ment talks are mot MAE 
satisfactorily, There is an area 
of disagreement between Smith 
and Bishop Muzorewa concerning 
= mechanics of а proposed 
Е eguard for the whites in the 
orm of a velo of legislation 
cons dered detrimental to the 
interests of the Whites. Muzorewa 
hopes that by the time the talks 
end successfully, al] Opposition 

them would disappear, He 


claims that there is already a 


general acceptance among the . 


blacks and the white Rhodesi 
of imminent and decisive ee 


MINE 


eal change. Muzorewa says that 
Smith cannot remain immune to 
pressure even assuming that he 
is not trustworthy. The onset of 
rains and the exodus of whites 
should put him in a more rea- 
sonable frame of mind, says 


Muzorewa. 


The exodus has already begun 
to worry the Smith administra- 
tion’ because it clearly tells 
Smith that the whites по more 
have a sense of security. Though 
Salisbury has been reluctant to 
give out the true figures of this 
emigration, it is believed that 
one-tenth af the  Rhodesia’s 
white population has left the 
country. This does not include 
those persons who have left on 
the ‘chicken run’ either with a 
view of avoiding taxes or be- 
cause they did not want that 
their friends should know they 
are quitting. Though the gov- 
ernment attributes this exodus 
to the shortage of jobs at home 
and the fear of a call-up, it 
amounts to an admission that 
guerillas are gaining the upper 
hand in their battle, with gov- 
ernment forces. 


Last week, the guerillas bomb- 
arded the Grand Reef airforce 
base, killing 22 Rhodesian pilots, 
Earlier, they liquidated several 
dozen regulars of the white 
army and brought down three 
helicopters, This escalation of 
the guerilla war came after the 
Patriotic Front leaders saw 


papers 


A Rhodesian trooper holdin 
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[nope g a gun in front of a line of РЁ 
Soners being interrogated pour Kikideo, Rhedesia. › 


UP State Museum, Hazratganj. Lucknow 


Il 


| 


||! | 


Р 
through the Anglo-Amey | 
game and recognised the їн! 
of talking to Smith, Nkomo. ly 
Mugabe also rejected an inl 
tion of British Foredsn Se 
tary David Owen for tale ed 
London. Smith knows that | 
internal settlement talks and a 
consequent solution would "M 
stem the tide of guerilla айа 
He has, therefore, opened ; 
mew front of agression with | 
view to draw the free Afris 
states into the conflagration ad. 
internationalise the Rhodes | 
situation. Mozambique ig alrey 
on the alert as the first prosper 
tive victim of Smith's ney 
plan, It is expecting a milita 
invasion any time. Whereas pre 
vious attacks on Mozambique 
were made by the Smith troops | 
оп the excuse of allegedly pyp 
suing the mationalist guerillas | 
fleeing into Mozambiate, under | 
the new strategy the invasion. 
would be directed at Могат 
que itself. 


Then it would spread to other 
frontline states. Ultimately, 
Smith calculates, the whole of. 
southern Africa would be plung 
ed into widespread war and tüe 
could ask friendly western pow. 
ers to intervene. The nuclear | 
arsenal in South Africa could | 
then be activated. A war of such | 
dimensions is bound to nush the 
Zimbabwean and Namibian ques | 
tions to the background. In the | 
international mediation that is | 
bound to follow, Smith thinks | 
he could do some tough bar | 
gaining At any rate, the talks | 


phase now seems to be over | 
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Pointless Parleys 


NOTHING significant is likely 

to emerge from the present 
round of talks between the So- 
viet Union and the United States 
at Berne on the Indian Ocean. 
The US is seeking a freezing of 
naval deployment by the two 
parties at the existing levels. 
This amounts to indirectly de- 
manding that it is free to retain 
the giant Diego Garcia military 
base and also to suggesting that 
the Soviet Union has bases in 
the Indian Ocean. Washington 
also claims that Moscow wants 
that the freeze proposal should 
be .reinforced with a mutual 
pledge to reduce their naval 
force significantly. However, the 
Carter administration is un. 
willing to meet the crucial So- 
viet demand that nuclear-armed 
vessels should not enter the re- 
gion because acceptance would 
mean barring US nuclear-armed 
aircraft carriers plying in the 
Indian Ocean. 


Last week a Soviet spokesman 
was claiming that "things went 
more smoothly and quickly 
than expected". It was expected 
that before the next round  be- 
gins, proposals made by both 
sides at Berne would be discuss- 


` ed at Moscow and Washington, 


where the first and second 
rounds were held in June and 
October respectively. 


DETENTE 


After this hard posture by the 
US, the Soviet Union expressed 
its willingness to agree to a 
stage -by- stage approach to 
detente in the ocean because the 
US was not ready to take radi- 
са] steps, In the Soviet view 
“daring radical steps are re- 
quired to have a fundamental 
solution of the question of con- 
sdlidating peace in the Indian 
Ocean area—it is necessary to 
eliminate all foreign military 
bases there and reduce the mili- 


tary presence of  non-coastal 
States," j 
The Soviet representatives 


made these points at Berne: (1) 
That the talks would proceed on 


. the basis of equality and undi- 


iinished security giving no uni- 
lateral advantage; (2) The çon- 
cept of spheres , of infiuence 
was alien to Soviet thinking an 
(3) It was the US which, wa 
Striving for stabilization of m 
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tary activity in the Indian Ocean 
at the first stage and the Soviet 
Union agreed only to help bring 
closer the Soviet and American 


positions. The US strategy was 
admitted by the Director of US 
Arms Control and Disarmament 
Agency andthe head of US 
team to Berne Paul Warnke, He 


: said that his country wants sta- 


bilization first and then only 
Would consider the possibility of 
reductions. 


This obviously means that the 
US intends to confine the scope 
of the Berne meeting to a possi- 
ble understanding on limiting 
naval activity in the Indian 
Ocean at the current level. This 
implies the retention of US 
gains in the ocean including the 
Diego Garcia installation. The 
US is against including this in 
the talks, It details’ task forces 
from its Seventh Fleet to this 
area and makes use of naval fa- 
cilities at Subic Bay in the 
Philippines and at Simonstown 
in South Africa. In addition 
there are bases and facilities in 
the ocean being used by Britain 
and France. 


Washington has also tried to 
suggest at the instance of Pen- 
fagon advisers that the US would 
be ready to let the Soviet Union 
to use naval facilities at Ber- 
bera in Somalia, The fact, how- 
ever, is that even before its 
breach with, Mogadishu, Moscow 
did not have any base in Soma- 
lia or anywhere in the Indian 
Ocean. Obviously, the US is try- 
ing to reverse its previous policy 
of including Diego Garcia in the 
agenda by suggesting that Mos- 
cow is free to retain its alleged 
presence in the Indian Ocean. 


Brandt's Mission 


HY has Willy Brandt come to 

"India? That it is on an invit- 
ation from the Indian Council of 
Cultural Relations, is the for- 
mal explanation. From the West 
German side, Brandt is hitting 
important capitals in connection 
with the newly set up North- 
South Commission on Develop- 
ment Issues. The real mission 
however, could be to get a foot- 
hold in the Indian administration 
for Socialist International mano- 
euvres to peddle .a variant of 


39 \ 


There are also other factors 
like the so-called US experts who 
are hampering the conclusion of 
an agreement by fostering the 
fear of an alleged Soviet pre- 
sence in the Indian Ocean. Re- 
tired Admiral Thomas Moorer 
and A. Cottrell, staff member of 
the Washington Centre for Stra- 
tegic and International Studies 
declare that the Soviet-American 
negotiations allegedly give the 
Russians more advantages. On 
this basis they urge the US ad- 
ministration to expand the US 
base at Diego Garcia. All this is 
said when the talks are being 
held on the basis of strict adher- 
ence to the principles of equality 
and. undiminished security. The 
Chinese too have been levelling 
baseless charges against the So- 
viet Union. 


PEACE ZONE 


The Soviet Union, on the 
other hand, consistently favours 
the dismantling of all foreign 
military bases in the Indian 
Ocean, as elsewhere, and is 
against the navies of great pow- 
ers plying the waters for a long 
time far from their shores. It re- 
gards with understanding and 
approval the idea put forward 
by Sri Lanka and supported by 
a UN General Assembly resolu- 
tion for turning the Indian 
Ocean into a zone of peace; This 
stand was reafirmed in Moscow 
recently, when in the presence 
of Prime Minister Morarji 
Desai, Leonid Brezhnev empha- 
Sised that it was high time to 
make the Indian Ocean a zone 
of peace and to negotiate an 
agreement on the reduction of 
military activity in that area. 
This, he said, would meet the 
interests of Asian nations and 


promote the cause of peace. 


capitalism, The Socialist Inter- 
national has already a votary in 
Delhi. The vocal Industries Mi- 
nister George Fernandes, released 
freshly from jail, was feted and 
lionised by the Bonn Government 
to an embarrassing degree this 
April, Brandt assumes  Fernades 
43 not one who would forget such 
elicitation ` 


Fernandes has announced a new 
industrial policy which would set 
aside fears and remove obstacles 
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coming in the way of both do- 
mestic and foreign investors. 
Significantly, he' broke this news 
first before the  Indo-Germaa 
Chamber of Commerce. Besides, 
an official of the West German 
Government, is reported to have 
advance information of India’s 
industrial policy specially in res- 
pect of investment. This makes 
Fernandes’ Bonn connection Curio- 
ser. The private banks in West 
Germany, which offered to invest 
a billion dollars in the next two 
years for the industrial develop- 
ment of India, could not have 
done it for the love of India, It is 
a cautious response to the pre- 
sent drift in the Janata Govern- 


ment's policies. 


Brandt visited India not only 
as a West German Social Demo- 
crat but also as the chairman of 
the Socialist International which 
is slowly spreading its activities 
in the Third World countries 
specially in Asia and Africa. The 
goal is to create а “democratic 
socialist" movement. and. merge 
into it all non-Marxist socialists 
opposed to Communism. The mis- 
sion is mainly political and the 
North-South dialogue is a poor 
disguise, Socialism in West Ger- 
many has always had an odd con- 
text, Hitler called himself a Na- 
tional ‘Socialist. The rightist Ba- 
varian Party calls’ itself Christian 
Socialist though its goals are very 
close to those of Hitlers ^ Nazi 
Party. And the present ruling So- 
cial Democrats are neither so- 
cialist nor democratic, 


West Germany has become mili- 
tarist under the Social Democratic 
Party which is a member of the 
Socialist International Willy 
Brandt is heading. ‘Bonn has 
moved closer to NATO and far- 
thes irom peace for which Brandt 
got his Nobel Prize, Brandt has 

: done nothing to preve.t the So- 
cial Democratic Party frora aban- 


doning the Ostpolitik. -The Hel- 
sinki obligations ^ are ^ honoured 
more in the breach by propa- 
ganda offensive against the Ger- 


màn Democratic Republic 
military budget has n^ e 
26 ‘ b.llion marks in 1970 to 47.5 
billion marks in 1976. While its 
armed forces are growing in size 
d EY is being modernised 
З от лв, aircraft and 


ром of the 
at Government ar 


ons alive in. 
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Bonn’s nu — ' 


is a testimony to the 
E Be Nube Peace Prize Win- 
rty is playing in Europe. 
Most of the monopoly firms 
manufacturing arms and military 
hardware in West Germany are 
those very firms which had help- 
ed Hitler to create his war 
machine. They havé 400 subsi- 
diaries operating in South Africa, 
of which 300 are devoted to ar- 
maments business. These firms 
have helped Spain (under Franco) 
to build aircraft, Turkey to as 
semble Leaopard tanks, Malaysia 
to make torpedo boats and Thai- 
land to make rifles for Pinochet's 
Chile, The Socialist Internationa! 
and Brandt- fully support 
these activities of the Social De- 
mocrats because they help boost 
West German political, economic 
and technological potential. 


SUSPECT COMMISSION 


The North-South Commission 
which Brandt is heading itself is 
suspect. That it is the brainchild 
of World Bank chairman Robert 
McNamara imparts it a dubious 
aistinetion. It is a diversionary 
device to deflect the heat indus- 
trial countries are subjected to at 
the Paris dialogue. . The 
issues at the North-South 
dialogue are clear. They 
break down every time for 
only one reason, that is, the lack 
of political will on the part of the 
developed nations. Is Brandt con- 
fident that he can make’ the West 
adopt helpful attitudes? He should 
then be visiting the reluctant rich 
countries instead `of. Delhi, The 
obvious. conclusion would. be that 


ner’s pa 


. he is trying to divide the develop- 


ing. countries into: threshold 
states and -developinhg nations. 


* 


'ing industry and for 
techniques. The economic develop. | 
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In contrast to these ambiti, 
of Bonn in regard to India W 
ties between Delhi and : 
present a picture of cordiality T 
trust. The first economic cont 
between the two countries 
in the midfifties, though 
matic relations were 
much. later in 1972, The Thal 
GDR joint economic commission - 
set up in 1974 oversees economi | 
scientific and technical coopera | 
ion between the two countries, T E 
trade turnover has increased Bo 
fold since 1955. D 


Besides traditional Indian ex 
port products, the GDR import | 
an ever-increasing volume of non | 
traditional items too, GDR ey, | 
ports mainly comprise machins | 
tools, cargo ships, printing and | 
textile machines, plants for elect, 
ric data processing, for agriculture 
and food processing, scientific jn. 
struments, fertilisers and products 
of petrochemistry. Its printing 
machines too have gained good 
reputation. 


Electronic small and medium. 
sized computers, modern office 
computers as well as products of 
precess-computing technique and 
large-scale computers are some of | 
the important items GDR offers | 
The GDR foreign trade enterprise | 
(Electrotechnik Export Import) is | 
an important supplier of hardening | 
and melting plants for the Indian 
metal working and machine-build. | 
foundry 


ment of the GDR and India opens: | 
up new opportunities to expand | 
and deepen economic and scienti | 
fic and technological cooperation | 
between the two countries on 8 — 
long-term and, stable basis. | 
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Coomaraswamy Vay Of Seeing 


OOMARASWAMY’s integral 
approach to art combined the 
formal and stylistic study with 
the meaning and content of art. 
He believed that the actual shap- 
es and structures of works of art 
are determined by their real con- 
tent _and that the knowledge of 
religious and philosophical back- 
ground is indispensable for the 
understanding of the history of 
art. 

Coomaraswamy attempted to 
understand and interpret the art 
of India in the content of the 
Indian pattern of culture. He dif- 
ferentiated the approach to art 
as manifest in Indjan culture from 
that of the West on the. basis of 
different principles involved іп 
their relationship to nature. His 
exposition of the Indian view of 
art helps us to understand the 
disregard or lack of scientific 
perspective in Indian art, In Indian 
art, according to him, there is no 
mimesis or copying of mature or 
model but the artist obtains the 
image by a. process of mental 
visualization or dhyana. 


MEMORY IMAGE 
“Thus the form is always reach- 


ed by a process of synthesis and, 


abstraction, rather than by obser- 
vation. and is always in the last 
analysis a memory image. When 
we perceive increased reality ог 
truth, we must ascribe this not to 
a change of habit, but to heighten- 
ed consciousness, a more com- 
plete identification of 
ness with the theme  itself—in 
other words to a more profound 
empathy.” He gives evidence 
from Silpa texts and works like 
the Sukrantitisara to support this 
view of Indian art. He also ` savs. 
“Those who wish to study бе 
development of Indian ‘art must 
emancipate themselves entirely 
from the innate European tenden: 
Cy. to use a ‘supposedly greater от 
lesser degree of observation of 
Nature as a measuring; rod by 
Which to trace .stvlistic sequences 
ог recongnize aesthetic merit.” 


Though Coomaraswamy was 
himself interested in bringing forth 
the metaphysical foundations © 
Indian culture, his study draws 
eur attention to the hold of “types 
in the presentation of an object. 
The artist would present 2 trea 
in painting or sculpture in accor 
dance with the convention of pre- 
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conscious: ` 


СС-0. In Public Doma 


senting a tree rather than accord- 
ing to what he actually sees or as 
15 seen-in reality. Similarly, « 
queen would be presented accord- 
ing to the canons of depicting a 
padmini type rather than drawing 
her actual portrait. It is this fixa- 
Моп for presenting art objects ac- 
cording to types that explains, for 
example, the absence of portraiture 
in Indian art, 


Sociologically speaking, this 
fixation for types can be intrepret- 
ed as a trait of the Indian pat- 
tern of culture which conditioned 
the Indian mind to conventions, 
not only in the visual arts but 
also in court literature, — donative 
inscriptions, ешоріеѕ, etc. Instead 
of. giving the actual account of 
kings in their charitas and inscrip- 
tions, the court poets presented 
romantic fictions which could 
apply to am ideal king. Such an 
attitude almost inhibited the writ- 
ing of history in ancient India, at 
least up to the time of Kalhana. 
The empirical study of Indian art 
also shows a strong hold of con- 
ventions which becomes stronger 
from: the 10th century A.D. on- 
wards. For a socio-cultural study 
of Indian art it would be pertinent 
to find out the factors in history 
which led to thinking and view- 
ing in terms of ‘types’ and to 
conventionalism and traditionalism. 


A motif which first appeared in 
Coomaraswamy's “Rajput Paint- 
ing”. 


.there is no systematic ог 
‘stently worked out cultural or so- 


in. UP diate Museum, Hazratganj. Lucknow 


In his History of Indian and indo- 
nesian Art, the Yakshas, and his 
various other works Coomaraswa- 
my was conscious of the cultural 
setting of Indian art of which, 
however, he presents only scat- 
tered glimpses. While ^ describing 
the art of Ajanta, for instance, he 
rightly draws attention to its court- 
ly character and says that Ajanta 
paintings reflect the same phase 
of luxurious aristocratic culture - 
as does the work of Kalidasa, 
Bana and other  court-dramatists. 
Similarly, in his paper on terracot- 
tas written in 1928 while mainly 
dealing with the stylistic traits or 
formal analysis of terracottas of 
different periods he also deals with 
the cultural background of some 
of the terracottas suggesting the 
anthropological interest of some 
other types. He says, “Important 
for the history of art and techni- 
cally interesting as the terracottas 
may be, it should not be overlook- 
ed that they are also documen 
of life.” ` 


SOCIAL CONTEXT 

However, it may be mentioned 
that though Coomaraswamy was 
conscious of the cultural setting 
of Indian art and he brought out 
the fundamental ideas of Indian 
culture in relation to Indian art, 
consi- 


cial history of art in his writings. 
No doubt, it was not his approach 
or intention to treat art as a part 
of the social framework, He was 
concerned rather with the. religious 
and philosophical foundations of 


‘Indian art and culture, However, 


one can point out that some of 
his views are a historical and. ideal 
rather that related to an actual so- 
ciohistorical situation. He stated, 
for instance, that the traditional ` 
artist was not interested in self-ex- 
pression and that the patron was 
not interested in  self-slorifica- 
tion, : 

One would like to comment 
here that instead of accepting a 
static and ideal picture from the 
Silpasastras and higher varma texts, 
we need to study texts in their 
historical contexts. Even cultural 
ideals can be viewed from a socio- 


historical point with, questions 
such as in what social ‘situation 


gould such ideals be formulated, 
who helped to foster them and 
what was their hold on actual 
life, We need’ to have material 
on the actual or concrete, situation і 
as regards the artists, patrons or 
public and their interrelationship — 
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as obtained under different stages 
of Indian history: 


Ancient Indian society was not 
static as believed by the 19th cen- 
tury and early 20th century histo- 
rians. Recently, social historians 
have drawn attention to different 
stages or periods in Indian based 
on differing socio-economic condi- 
tions, Thus, in the period _ circa 
300 B.C—A.D. 500, the period of 


heightened trade, commodity pro- - 


duction and urban prosperity, the 
position of silnins or craftsmen 
improved considerably and money 
could be invested. with their guilds, 
as we know from inscriptions. The 
art was mainly patronized by tho 
urban or magaraka class consisting 
of merchants, traders, artisan and 
craft guilds, common people and 
royal families, 


Whereas in the period circa 
A.D. 500—900, when trade and 
commodity production was on 
decline, the nagaraka culture was 
replaced by the samanta or feudal 
culture. The craftsmen could be 
pressurized to forced labour or 
visti, though some of them joined 
the feudal order or rank of ranaka 
and thakkura in the period A.D. 
900-1300. The inscriptions on 
numerous temple walls eulogize 
the might and prowess of patrons 
who built temples “for fame and 
glory.” 


BETTER IN SIGHT 


The point is that the ideal and 
static picture as reflected in texts 
has to be critically studied against 
the material available on the con- 
crete historical situation. Art. has 
to be treated in a total framework 
against a network of relationship 
Social, economic, cultural. reli- 
gious, etc—a network which is 
dynamic and changing jn history. 
du Work done by Coomaraswamy, 

‘St lla Kramrisch, Zimmer, V.S. 

Agrawala and others has deepened 
sta of the ideational 
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Search For Identity 


QINCE the first James Bond 

flm Dr No came out in 
1962, there has been an increas- 
ing number of films which deal 
with spies, government space 
programme, and projects, loss of 
top secret documents pertaining 
to them, etc. Such films usually 
involve  suspense-oriented ac- 
tions, ruthless violence and 
brittle romances which spring 
from strange encounters. The 
technique, pace and style ot 
presenting action-packed  thrill- 
ers on the screen may vary in 
quality but the formula remains 
very much the same. 


The Groundstar Conspiracy 
thas a novel way of presenting 
the ruthles, power of the State 
to destroy an individual in its 
own self-interests. . The film's 
over-all chilling effect amd sus- 
pense is achieved through an ex- 
traordinary teamwork of  brilh- 
ant direction, subtle and sensi- 
tive photography and good act- 
ing by a trio of players appear- 
ing in order of merit Michael 
Sarrazin, George Peppard and 
Christine Belford. 


The top secret government 
space project. installation сайга 
Groundstar is in the news when 
an explosion in its premise, kills 
six scientists and almost kill; the 
seventh—John Welles (Michael 
Sarrazin). Badly . wounded, 
Welles uncertainly: make, his 
way to nearby seaside cottage, 
On seeing him, Nicole Devor 
(Christine Belford) who lives in 


that cottage screams with terror, 


Later, security men from the ' 
. Project meet Welles and find on 


him not only an identity card 
but also a stolen tape detailing 
top secret data, They conclude 
that Welles sabotaged the pro- 


ject. George Peppard as Тихап, 


urity head 15 determined 
reason and . investi- 
ctivities of the persons 


1 Trust, Delhi and eGangotri 


of our films, 


personal feelings...his Dasslonafa — 


search for his identity after 


has been cruelly deprived of He 4 


memory by electro-shock treat. 
ment which ig given 
under  Tuxan's instructions s 
that he may fit the personality 
of the man whose identity card 
he carries..the awakening of 
memory through images, the 
sound of foreign. words and 
through flashbacks make it an 
impressive film. The interior 


and exterior forces аге synthi. — 


sized and the strange happen. 


to him | 


ings in Welles’ life are told with — 


considerable dramatic effect. 


Welles’ return to the  seaside 
cottage and his friendship with 
Nicole enable him to partially 
recapture the past. His ignor 
ance about himself adds suspense 


to the story. The film reaches 


in an unusual way a high cres 
cendo of suspense and surprise 
towards the end. 


Christine Belford 
rates the film 
bare torso and shapely limbs is 
soon involved in an affair with 
Welles, and enacts with him a 


who deco. 


bedroom scenes. which reflect the 
swinging ideas of today's per- 
missive society. ^N 


Miracles All The 
Way 


JN Hindi films miracles never 3 
and Par -— 


cease to happen, 
varish abounds with them. 


Director Man Mohan Desais . 
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treatment of 
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mensely, and so their attempts 
to commit suicide are treated as 
a joke by them. They then ap- 
proach the boys' parents who 


are also shocked and amused bui ` 


nevertheless favourably impress. 
ed by them. So much so that 
even when they pick their po- 
ckets and purses they still want 
their sons to marry them. 


Amitabh Bachchan plays the 
role of the son of the notorious 
dacoit Mangal Singh. As a police 
officer his ambition is to prevent 
people from indulging in anti- 
social activities. Adopted by the 
‘Police Commissioner’ and his 
wife he proves to be an efficient 
and dedicated officer. Their own 
son played by Vinod Khanna 
joins a gang of gold and dia. 
mond smugglers. 


Tales of two brothers’ relations 
and the nefarious activities ot 
smugglers have been narrated 
many times on the screen, It 
was therefore, unnecessary to 
produce another one. 


The film is at times tense, 
superficial...Yet it has some ori- 
ginal cinematic moments like 
the one when submarines are em- 
ployed by the smugglers—the 
alternating scenes of look-back 
which are linked to the present. 
Shabana Azmi and Neetu Singh 
are involved with the comical 
situations of delinquents. At 
the same time they are out to 
murder the notorious dacoit 
Mangal Singh who is responsible 
for killing their parents, 


Meanwhile, groups of hood- 
lums clash with the police... 
there are chases, fights.—plea- 
sant farcical sequences, Songs 
and dances...Everything is, as 
usual smoothened out at the end. 
A fewer dances and songs might 
have fitted the story just as well 
and perhaps shortened its 
length. 


(AAD, 


THEATRE 


. Contemporary 


Dimension 


T holds our interest in a 
Tanvir production is mainly 
form: a Sanskrit play with + its 
rigid classical structure is given 


a new form through assimilation. 
' CC-0. In Public Do 
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ofthefreerairsof the ithprovisa- 
tion techniques of the folk theatre 
Of the three modern adaptations 
from the Sanskrit drama so far 
enacted—Shudraka’s “Mrichha- 
katika,” Vishakhadutt’s “Mudra- 
rakshasa” and Bhavabhuti’s “Ut- 
tara Ram Charit” “Mitti Ki Gadi” 
1n its Chhattisgarhi outfit has the 
contemporary texture, and its 
judicious blending of modern 
theatre techniques with the rural 
universe of a folk culture as 
Teflected in the matcha style of 
the Chhattisgarhi actors, Their 
interpretation of Shudraka has 
the imprint of their characteris- 
tie vitality, The play has a cer- 
tain restraint it must be said that 
has a markedly urban touch. 


Mitti Ki Gadi is a new produc. 
tion—as fresh perhaps as a fresh- 
ly painted mud wall, and succeeds 
in establishing immediate rap- 
port with the urban audience. 
Though at place the play seems 
allegorical Tanvirs genius- has 
transformed it into a contempo- 
rary experience. The slogans and 
militant marches by a rebellious 
people determined to overthrow 
an atrocious regime and the 
king’s brother-in-law’s bullying 


N 


of the judge has the flavour of 


recent history. 


Since musie is an essential 
component of folk theatre, the 
performers have to be good sin- 
gers, And the singing with 
sprinkling of melodies that have a 
thumri touch enliven the narra- 
tive. i 


The Chhattisgarhi players uns 
inhibited zest is really infectious. 
Ram Lal as Sansthanaka, king's 
brother-in-law, his boisterousness, 
his buffoonery has the  ranting 
air of a maniac. If he tends to 
exaggerate, Udai puts in a far 
too restrained performance: 
seldom does he raise his voice 
or change his serene smile of 
self-content to anything more 
expressive... The plays Chhattis- 
garhi colouring, the improvisa- 
tions indulged in too often by 
individual performers, the spon- 
taneity of the gesture and move- 
ment and its mid-stage low and 
round platform, leaving enough 
Space for a circular movement— 
an old device no doubt—have 
given to the new production of 
Mitti Ki Gadi a contemporary 
dimension which is in keeping 
with its classical milieu, 
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Sarangi's Glory 


ANDIT Ram Narayan's con- 
B tribution to sarangi music i$ 
unique, The sarangi which had been 
degraded and its audience limit- 
ed to the visitors of the tawaifs, 
has been restored to is past 


glory. 

Ram Narayan fell in love with 
the sarangi when he was about 
five years old. So fascinated Was 
he by the melodies he could re- 
produce on the sarangi tuat he 
swanted to play it all the time. He 
preferred to play the sarangi 
ihan attend to his sehool work. 
His father did mot discourage him 
but when he thought he was ma- 
ture enough to understand the 
hard facts of life he told him 
about the plight of most saran- 
gias. So he promised his father 
that he would never work ior 
tawaifs and told him that his aim 
was to save the sarangi from ex- 
tinction. 
^ Ram Narayan gave his first 
solo performance in 1954 at the 
Cowasjee Jehangir Hall, Bombay. 
The unruly audience greeted his 
performance with ieers. He was 
hooted off the stage. This experi- 
ence depressed him so much that - 


Pandit Ram Narayan, 
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formers 


ping the idea 


ght of drop 
houg | soloist. But 


SEE lising as : 

> specialising as i t 
vs n fortunate to have friends 
who had faith in him. They 1m- 
sisted that he should give him- 
self another chance to perform 
as a soloist in public. His triumph 
сате when the same organisation 
which had sponsored his first 
solo’ performance invited him to 
perform again. Over 3000 persons 
attended and applauded his 
second performance and that 
marked the beginning of his 
career ag a soloist, 


Today Pt Ram Narayan has to 
his eredit hundreds of successful 
concerts in India and abroad. He 
has performed in several cities 
of the Soviet Union, China, 
France, Germany, Holland the 
UK, the USA, Canada. .In India 
there are many musicians who 
belong to the Ram Narayan Gha- 
rana, and specialise in presenting 
his compositions and his style of 
playing the sarangi. He believes 
that new styles and compositions 
enrichen classical music. An art 
iste’s calibre can be judged by 
his mew contributions. At present 
Pt Ram Narayan is the Head of 
the Department of Music and 
Executive Director of the Na 


¥ 
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tional Centre 
Arts, Bombay. 


Michael Ferreira 


ERY few Indians have t 

the merit to qualify aş ind 
vidual world champions in the К 
of sport, Wilson Jones, who w d 
the world billiards title 
occasions, is considered 
Indian to earn that 


for Performing | 
4 
| 
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: Wrest] 
Game was the first, Michael Pe, 
reira has now become the second 
Indian in recent times to wear the 
world "crown" by beating ај 
comers in the World Amateur Bil. 
liards Championship at Brisbane 
And bettering Wilson, with whom 
he has had many happy huntings 
Ferreira also annexed the World 
Open title, played in New Zealand 
immediately after. ; 

“King” Michael has been seek- 
ing the crown for long. And 
everyone has acknowledged that һе 
had the genius in him, Yet, he fail- 
ed to pull it off in seven earlier 
attempts entering the final thrice, 
Each time it was as if the ‘crown’ 
lay just beyond the bend. It was 
said that Ferreira always “lost to 
himself", that he was = his own 
enemy, He was compared to Ken 
Rosewall, of tennis, for falling 
this side of the threshold of final 
story. 


Sportsmen of a lesser calibre 


may have given up long 
back, but not Michael. 
He succeeded in breaking 


the hoodoo in his eigth attempt and 
the fourth final appearance, He 
beat off an early challenge from 
Bob Close and then grabbed tbe 
crown, ; 

For those who have never had 
the occasion to know Ferreira 
apart from the brief  score-figures 
tucked away in most sports pages, 
his own reporting from Melbourne 
and Auckland must have been. 2 
revelation. He is so humane, :$9 
philosophical yet down to earth., 
so. observant and so lucid with @ 
touch of sophisticated humour, ans 
above all so proud of being. ?^ 
Indian. Hig personality comes 
throuhg. when he says; “How YOU 
react to the bitterness of losing will 
determine whether you have 
у of which champions are made 
of”, QU: 

Billiards may not be one of the 
so-called “major” games 'playe 
India. Yet it has enough 12 


votaries of class to buttress, Ur. | 


country’s claim. to be ©» P 
sidered a major “рон | 
in world billiards: || 5 | 


am dc 5 d ee 
game of British origin, playe 7 pis | 


countries, where John Bull le 
colonial. mark, it may appear 
a ponderous one, like cricket. 
it is a demanding and com? 
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sport, calling for exceptional and 
diverse skills. Geometry, mathe- 
matics, pin-point accuracy, quick 
and clear-headed planning and ap- 
proach, keen sight and perception 
and stamina are some of them, Age 
is an asset, not a bar, for the game 
but it requires complete dedica- 
tion as in any other sport to 
reach the top. 


There have been sportsmen who 
have been honoured by the nation 
for lesser glories in other “po- 
pular” sports than those earned by 
dedicated men like Ferreira, Al- 
though it may be too much 
to expect the type of 
welcome home ag is ac- 
corded to our victorious cricket 
or hockey teams, Ferreira is a 
national hero, and should be recei- 
ved and honoured thus in all 
quarters, Т 


Truffaut's Choice 


She is the Screen’s Most 
Beautiful Woman, With sea 
green eyes, flawless skin, sculp- 
tured face and magnificent body, 
she has come to be recognized 
as one of the great movie beau- 
ties of all times. At 33, and with 
over two dozen movies behind 
her, Jacqueline Bisset is not the 
Best Actress or Biggest Star 
though she is well on her way to 


achieving major international 
stardom, 

Jacqueline has worked with 
big names like directors John 


Huston, Francois Truffaut and 
actors Paul Newman, Belnondo, 
Mastroianni and Steve McQueen. 
At present she is filming “The 
Greek Tycoon" in which she 
plays the part of a widow of an 


“assassinated American President 


married to a shipping billionaire. 


She was born in 1944 at Sur- 
rey, England. Her father, Frazer 
Bisset is a Scottish physician and 
her mother half-French. After 
the war her family 
Reading where Jackie and her 
older brother grew up in a “nice 
atmosphere of books and music. 
After some modelling and walk- 
ОП movie parts she managed an 
audition with Roman Polanski 
and eventually a small part in 
his ‘Cul de Sac’. Her next movie 
was ‘Two For a Road’ which 
launched her on a string of bad 


Hollywood films. While filming 


‘The Sweet Ride’ she met Mi- 
chael Sarazzin with whom she 
lived for seven years. After being 
cast in a series of ‘girl friend 
Toles to the stars of male-action 
films Jackie has now begun to 
complement her looks with sen- 
sitive acting. She was excellent 
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settled in - 


m 


Jacqueline Bisset, 


in “Тһе Grasshopper’ and 
Mephisto Wallz. : 


Truffaut is probably the only 
director to have exploited Jac- 
kie’s acting talent as well as her 
beauty. in his ‘Day for Night’ 
where she plays an English 
movie star. Of her-he says, "She's 
probably the most beautiful act- 
тез Гуе ever worked with. Most 
women with sexy bodies lack 
that particular spark of mystery, 
but she has both.’ Edith Head, 
the famous designer describes 
Jackie as *one of the greatest 
bodies P've ever worked with. 
But besides that she is rather 
the opposite, because she is so 
damned intelligent. It is a strange 
combination, almost a double 
personality.” : 

At presnt Jackie is living with 
Victor Drai, a Frenchman in his 
early 30's. They lead a quiet life 
with Jackle pursuing her favou- 
rite hobby of cooking and Drai 
his of backgammon. 


Her parents were divorced 
after 32 years of marriage which 
perhaps has influenced her views 
on men. She is very distrustful 
of the opposite sex particularly 
of their fidelity level. She does 
not want to get married though 


‘The 


only thinks of it “vaguely” when. 


she is depressed. 

Jackie’s problem is of being 
a sane person in a crazy world 
and lacking a bizarre personality 
like Marilyn Monroe's which sells. 


CC-0. In Public Domain. UR State Museum, Hazratganj. Lucknow 


ation Trust, Delhi and eGangotri "тате 


Й 


Her beauty has doubtless 
given her a sense of power whi his 
sells. Her beauty has doubtless 
given her a sense of power which 
nevertheless tinged with pathos 
as her beauty, like that of others, 
is food for everyone’s fantasies 
but her own. It is a dangerous 
glory as very few—Katherine 
Hepburn amongst them — have 
been able to keep this power to 
themselves. 


A Dancer is Born 

р the most stylised of 
АЎ the arts, is a poetry of 
movements which have a spatial 
orientation, The stylised move- 
ments are composed like film 
frames the snectator providing 


the ground for a transition from. 


сле action to another. Bharat 
Sharma emerged with his  per- 
formance in the Wolf-boy, the 
award winning ballet at the all- 
india ballet competition as dan- 
сег who has the power to create 
a chain of usual sensations. He 
has mastered the art of free-style 
danciig to which he gives а 
cutting edge by importing move- 
ments froen chhau dance. With а 
hypnotic gaze and a long grace- 
ful neck, large eyes and a wiry 
body he was able to convey a 
dream quality mixing unreality 
of the dance movements with 


ihe real-looking mannerism of a 


wolf. He has an actors felicity 
cf expression and enables us to 
read into his face every shade of 
emotion and their cemplexity. 
The son of a noted  dancer- 
.chereographer Narendra Sharma 
and dancer Jayanti Sharma 


Bharat grew up almost in the 
rehearsal rooms and this has 
made him a dancer. 


Bharat Sharma 


Geo-thermal Energy 


mHE present position of con- 


tion of various energy 
Pes in the world is: (i) Cae 
32.7 per cent äi) Natural jas 
o Petro- 
19.3 per cent, and (iii) 
Jeum products 44,2 
remaining is taken are 
Atomic Energy. 
these sources are slowly 
depleted which necessitates 
arch for alternate energy sources. 
Even іп advanced countries like 
USA., which has 63 atomic power 
plants working and 70 under plan- 
ning, it is expected that the en- 
ergy supply will last only for 
another 70 years. The two most 
talked about alternate sources are 
solar energy and geo-thermal en- 
ergy. Solar energy no doubt has 
already got the attention of scien- 
tists, 
In a number of countries though 
the geo-thermal energy has not 
been taken up on the same scale, 
various experiments carried ош 
ata number of places have shown 
that the temperatures under the 
earth's crest are very high. This 
discovery has brought the at- 
tention of the scientists to whef- 
her the heat available could ‘be 
converted into useful energy, The 
taking out of geo-thermal energy 
is something like discovering oil 
on shore, The first layer be- 
low earth is a solid matter after 
which is a liquid layer. This 
again is followed up by a solid 
layer which could be as thick as 
3400 kms. The temperature іп“ 
between these two thick layers 
are very high which can be as 
much as 3,000 degree C 
to 4,000 degree «C. Те 
available there cannot be calcul- 
ated or estimated with the pre- 
sent scientific knowledge available, 
Af this energy is taken out and 
verted into electricity, it will 
the purpose where low en- 
upply із 
is the basic source for 
“The various 
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done on geo- 
production has 
he technology ap- 
plied to petroleum well drilling. 
This is one of the reasons. why 
only the petroleum companies are 
taking interest in such projects. 
These companies are fully aware 
that on the one band these sour 
ces will provide pollution free en- 
ergy sources but on the other 
hand will have hazards like blow- 


ing of some of the drilling wells 
in oil 


The initial work 
thermal energy 
been based on t 


similar to what happens 

and natural gas drilling. They 

have the experience and know- 
haz- 


ledge to take care of such : 
ards on the basis of the experi- 
ence they have gained with pet- 


roleum drilling. 


HOT SPRINGS 


Most of the geo-thermal ener- 
gy centres are the hot water sour- 
ces under the earth, The temper- 
ature of this hot water sour- 
ces can be anywhere between 200 
to 360 degree C. Whena well is 
drilled and the pressure is reliev- 
ed, only 15 to 20 per cent of 
water gets converted. into stam. 


This can be used for production © 


of electricity, The remaining 
quantity оѓ. water can be used for 
other work. The hot springs have 


the highest supply potential for 
geo-thermal energy. Apart from 
this, there are seven more geo- 


thermal energy sources e.g, the dry 
water regions, low emthaply  re- 
gions, geo-pressure regions, and 
mecma deposits, Of these sources 
have their own distinct qualities. 
The first two sources are known as 
hydro thermal sources and are 


‘supposed to be the best geo-ther- 


mal energy sources. In California, 
Jets of hot waters emerge from 
the earth crest from which steam 
IS separated and generators 
run on the steam to produce 
electricity. The hot water separat- 
ed 15 used for heating homes and 
desalination of sea water, In India, 
el | 250 hot water 
rings having temperature up to 
140 degree centigrade and sources 
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are - 


mal energy 1n i 
undertaken are Kashmir, Hin 
Pradesh, Ladakh, Arunachal m 
desh, Sarguja area in Madhya Pe 
desh, Cambay and Western Gi 
of Maharashtra. ui 


Geo-thermal energy did A 
receive any attention till na 
mainly for two reasons, Firg. 


the other energy sources whi 

were easily attainable were fre 
available and secondly, industri, 
ly developed countries had | 
legal provision for running ge, | 
thermal projects. At present, the 
non-Communist countries wh 
has a capacity of developing upt 
$ lakh megawatt of electricity dı | 
not develop even one per cay 
from geo-thermal energy. In Am 
port published in 1974, 80 com 
tries round the world had th 
capacity to use geo-thermal ener | 
but so far only USSR, Italy, Japar 
USA, Mexico, "Кепуа,. Ethiopi 
Hungary, Turkey, El Salvadu | 
and India have made any Pî | 
gress іп this field. The US A 
ministration expects that by 19% 
10 to 15 thousand megawal | 
electricity would be generatii 
from geo-thermal sources, Thou 

the scientists expectations in AM | 
rica are thatbythe end of this 
century geo-thermal energy woul! 
be used to develop up to 4 la 
megawatt of electricity- Japan h 
also encouraged private enterp 
to invest in this field. USSR W 
developed a geo-thermal ent” 
centre at Kamchatka 
and the progress hag 
markable. 
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There was not much of pr. 
in this field in our country. А © 
mittee was set up in 1966 ¥ 
report is still lying buried ! 
Based on a report of 1 
megawatt capacity 
electricity . plant 
a 90. per cent 10% 
tor will cost Rs. 
whereas a. thermal pow 
based on coal will cost RS ° 
and the atomic power plant 
need up to Rs 11 crore on 
ing these various factors 
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Science Policy Planning 


A sound national science policy 

. evolved as early as 1958 has 
failed to yield the ^ expected re- 
sults because of lop-sided imple- 


mentation, This is how Dr. 
Harinarain, Director, National 
Geophysical ' Research Instituto 


summed up the country's science 
and technology scene. He felt 
that the Indian scientists have 
done great work during the past 
three decades. Deputy Director of 
Regional Research Laboratory, 
Hyderabad, Dr, Р. M. Bhargava 
also shared this view and high- 
lighted various achievements free 
India has to her credit. Dr. Hari- 
narayan felt that we must evolve 
priorities and that priorities have 
to be formulated by people at 
helm of national affairs; Quoting 
Atmaram and  Naiudamma, Dr. 
Harinarain said that we have 
been simply following western 
techniques in science and techno- 
logy which are capital intensive 
and labour saving. Such techno- 
logy was meant for western coun: 
tries where mnpower was a pro- 
blem. In the Indian situation, we 
need a different technology. We 
have problems of capital and en- 
ergy and not shortage of man- 
erties where manpower was a pro- 
power. He said that Indian sci- 
entific community today had suf- 


ficient know how to solve most 
of the problems of the Indian 
masses. It was for tbe Govern- 


ment to see that results of re- 
search and , development reached 
masses. According to Harinarain 
possible if 
complacency is shed by authori- 
ties and plans and programmes 
are projected by the coordination 
council for natural resources in 
the planning commission. The 
National Council will help in for- 
mulating national policies, priori- 
ties and integrated plans while 
the main emphasis at the State 
level will have to be on integrat- 
ed land soil, water management. 
Harinarain said, time, was the 
Most crucial factor in economic 
and industrial development. 


Dr. Bhargava was critical of 
Indian scientific research and de- 
velopment, While Indian expertise 
in various branches of science 
and technology could be excelled 
by only a few countries, he said, 
the prime reason for failure was 
the non-involvement of the sci- 
entific community in framing sci- 
ence and technology policies, He 
Tegretted the influence of bureau- 
cracy on science and technology 
and the fact that only lip service 
was being paid to the develop- 


ment of a scientific temper: 


Policy makers, he added, had 
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opened doors to neo-colonialism 
by their indiscriminate import of 
foreign technology. With the ex- 
ception of Bhabha, Bhatnagar, 
Dr. Zaheer Hussain and Sarabhai, 
most of those appointed to high 


administrative positions had lit 
tle commitment to science and 
much less to society, Besides 


Some of them had no faith in sci- 
entific methods and values and 
hence created a situation in 
which scientific research suffered 
and irrational unscientific beliefs 


flourished, Dr. Bhargava outlined 


n Trust, Delhi and eGangotri 


` a nine point. programme as the 


only way out of this situation. . 
Contributions by Indian scientists 
and technologists should be ade- 
quately recognised, Non scientific 
and anti science attitudes should 
be discouraged and methodology 
based on this approach should 
be incorporated in the directive 
principles of the Indian Consti- 
tution for making policies and 
finding solutions to problems, His 
other suggestions included mini- 
mising import of foreign tech- 
nology, recognition to quality 
based research and dispensing 
with present class and caste sys- 
tems of education. 


Nuclear Strategy 


IBRATIONS from the shock 

waves that the nuclear blast 
at Pokhran created three years 
ago, have still to subside. 
actions of dismay and doubt 
about India’s utilization of its 
know-how for peaceful purposes 
Were more or less along expected 
lines. India’s ability to harness 
atomic energy for material deve- 
lopment was however never in 
doubt. 


Of the men, who have spent 
their lifetime to bring India to 
the threshhold of being called a 
nuclear power, Dr Homi Nusser- 
wanji Sethna, Chairman of the 
Atomic Energy Commission and 
Secretary, Department of  Ato- 
mie Energy, Government of India 
comes to mind most naturally. 
A close collaborator with Dr 
Homi Bhabha, Dr Sethna was res- 


Re- 


ponsible for the designing and 
construction of the plutonium 
plant at Trombay. Currently busy 
in developing an adeguate breed- 
er power programme, he acknow- 
ledges that the “breeding” which 
enables fuller use of scarcer ma- 
terials and hence makes energy 
production economical is “neces 
sary and attractive,’ > 

At the recent Dr Hiralal Roy 
Memorial lecture, departed from 
the prepared demosogie text to 
Speak to the audience in a lan- 
guage they could understand. Dr 
Sethna not only knows what he 
is saying but has his priorities 
clear. There is reason to hope 
that India’s scientists and eagi- 
neers engaged in making fast 
breeder power reactors would 
make them a commercial - pro- 
position by the end of this cen- 
tury. 


Dr Н. М. Sethna. 
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Not Good For Moraie 


‘TIT is too much for (the 

health of) the heart”, 
skipper Bishan Singh Bedi said 
after the nerve-tingling end of 
the second Test against Aus- 
tralia at Perth. With just five 
of the 15 mandatory overs ге- 
maining, the home team were 
left only with the two tailend 
wickets and about eight runs 
more to get to their second 
successive victory in the series. 
After five days of sea-saw сГіг- 
ket in blistering heat, the re- 
sult hung on those precious 
few minutes; with the Aussies 
just tipping the balance in 
their favour at the end. If the 
results at Brisbane and Perth 
are the pattern for the rest of 
the three Tests, Bedi’s warn 
ing is ominous. 


From India’s point of view 
it was the repetition of tragedy 
—they lost another Test they 
should have won, or could have 
eusily drawn, The heat in the 
Perth bowl—and the annoying 
flies that constantly buzzed 
around—must have done 
something to the Indians. on 
the fourth afternoon. How. else 
does one explain the side tumb- 
ling from. 240 for one to 330 
for nine with time to spare in 
the last two hours of play on 
that day? Ageing Sam Ganon, 
who had been ° their tormentor 
10 years back, suddenly looked 


a demon and claimed two 
wickets each in two of his 
Post-tea overs to puncture the 
Indian innings, Surely? after 


fending off the fire to Thom- 
sûn, the Indians should have 
learnt to defend their wickets 
against .anvthing-else the Aus- 
sies could hurl at them in the 
name of pace. ^ ` 


INEPTITUDE 


On the final day, the f 
Simpson guided his team ae 
methodically through the Indian 
Spin maze (which, of course, 

15 lost most of its mysticism) 
that although wickets were 105%, 
the tempo of runs scored dn 


good time was always kept up ` 


to the last minute. In that, he 


got unexpected assistance from 


nightwatehman Tony Mann; the 
first nightwatchman in cricket 


“the start of the two 
" should have been pushed down 


history who ended up with a 
century! 


[n the final analysis it was 
the triumph of Aussie applica- 
tion over Indian ineptitude; the 
former seizing even a halt 
chance, and Indians squander- 
ing their opportunities like 
the earnings of a gambler, 
recklessly. What a pity that 
the excellent work of Mohinder 
Amarnath (90 and 100) of 
Chetan Chauhan (88 and 32) 
end Sunil Gavaskar (127) at 
innings 


yke drain. by the Јайег-огаег 
batsmen. What a pity again 
that neither Chandrasekhar nor 
Venrkataraghavan could come 
to the assistance of Bedi in 
either taking wickets or con- 
taining the run rate. The vali- 
ent skipper `- almost bowled 
single-handed, claiming five 
wickets each in Ше two Aussie 
innings. His bowling, especially 
in.the excitement-packed last 
day, was tremendous indeed. 


With so much of experience 
behind him, Vishwanath conti- 


: nues to be an enigma; unable 


to continue his innings beyond 
the 30's and 40's Coming at 
No. four he should be doing 
far, far better ^ than exhibit 
those juvenile streaks, Batting 
sense. seems to have deserted 
both Brijesh Patel and Medan 
Lal, both walking up to their 
doom time and again like 
rabbits caught in the glare of 
torchlights. There was a time 
when india had a batting line- 
up down fo even No eight or 
nine In the past. it was the 
Indian “middle” that . held 


after the collapse at the start 


of ап innings. There has Seen 
a. complete ^ reversal of 
now Down Under. 


>. AMATEURISH 


Al said and done the. differ- 
ence between the two teams. 
with all their differing. endow- 
ments, is not much. What tilted 
the balance in favour of the 


“home team on two successive 


occasions was that while Bedi 
and team-mates approached 
their task rather like amateurs 
Simpson wag able to marsha} 
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that 


his green-horns with a 


professional approach. eae 
temperamentaly, the indi 
cricketer has always displayed 
frail traits; when the goin 
becomes a little tough, he just 


caves in. 


With eight consecutive victo. 
ries before the first Test the 
Indians exuded confidence It 
Was so quickly shattered by the 
narrow defeat at Brisbane, This 
showed while they lost the 
match against Western Austra- 
lia at Perth itself before the 
Second Test. The second Test 
defeat has brought the morale 
of the team further down. This 
Was seen when the tourists 


lost the one-day match at Tas-. 


mania in the last over. With 
further injuries suffered һу 
Surinder Amarnath on whom 


Bedi must have been banking 
heavily to strengthen the bat- 


ting. line-up in the remaining 
Tests and the loss of form of 
So many of his key players. 


including bowlers, it. is. too 
much to expect that his team 
will rise as if from the. ashes 
in the remaining three encoun- 
ters which follow in quick suc- 
cession. 


Travel-weariness is already 
reported to be showing among 
the team members. Morale is 
also low. The  facties which 
skipper Simpson has so guc^9ss- 
fully adopted so far—softening 
up the Indian batsmen. with 
brief spells of “Thommo” fire 
to spoil their | appetite, and 
later ‘litting the second-liners 
liké Clark Ganon or Hurst col- 
lect the falling leaves—is SU? 
fo. be, repeated in the remain 
ing Tests. The measure fo 
which our batsmen count this 
systematic attack will deter- 
mine the final results. uf, the 
series. 


The two close results. 
been applauded as а “victory 
for cricket" by, the Anstrotian 
press in a chorus, now ® the 
midst of their campaign 
down ће Packer circus. 
they have done the, same 
the Indians won by, these 
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Exclusive report from 
Pakistan by Peter Niesewat 
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How Muslim nations treat 
their leaders 
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Like the unique range of Geep focussing 
torches. In a striking combination of Р, 
Steel, brass, aluminium, and plastic. J 

With an extra-powerful, long-distance ; 
beam. In an exciting range of colours 

and three convenient sizes - the large 
824, the standard 124, and the new 


mini 524 


\ 
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Buy а Geep torch today. (aes 
You never know when you'll need it.. 


S£0v-39-Buiie1s 


GEEP - highest value for your money 


GEEP FLASHLIGHT MD LTD. | 
| | ] ise 
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Are you fed ир with being called ‘Shorty’, ‘Little Man’ or even ‘Hey you down there’? 
3. Now for the first time in Asia, a complete step-by-step 
+f 


illustrated method that shows you how to add 
centimetres to your height. 


У Grow as much аз 5 to 15 cms. in just 2 sier: woeks... 
or pay nothing! 


Please note that the NEW. 
HEIGHT COURSE is a BOOK 
OF INSTRUCTIONS on how 
to be taller and how to 
correct the posture with 
the help of certain scien- 
tific excercises. IT ISNOT: 
A MEDICINE OR DRUG. 


Whether it be social success, love. sports, 
jobs or pleasure, the tall man always seems to 
get there first. So act NOW for a new you. 

Tall up rapidly and permanently. Be Taller NOW| 


GOOD FOR LADIES TOO! 


Presenting tho NEW HEIGHT method for growing 
taller — whether you're young or old, тап or 
woman. No gadgets or strenuous exercises, no 
artificial aids like elevator shoes, no appliances. 
New Height is an all new, scientific method based : 
on an exclusive Swiss principle which reactivates 
the whole body. 

New Height is remarkably effective in both men 


MAIL ORDER SALES PYF. 1 с.с Dept NUN 
W 15 Mathew 02d Bombay 400 004. | 
W Yes, | want to be taller. Rush NEW HEIGHT for B 
I 10-day free home trial. If not fully satisfied, - 

| may return everything for immediate refund 
M (less postage and forwarding charges.) 
(Please tick @ appropriate box) 
OSend by Registered Post Parcel. lam sending e. 
Rs. 35 (plus Rs.4 р. & Н) by Cheque/Draft/ em [ 


all over Europe. Now spend only a few minutes. 
each day following the step-by-step instructions. 
In 2 short weeks, measure your height. 

You will find it has increased —perhaps by as 
much as 15 full centimetres. And remember, 

if you do not obtain satisfactory results, we'll. 
refund. immediately, no questions asked. 


1.P.0./M.0 


C) Send by MEE E. a | 
Rs.39 on delivery E pay postman | 
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A TORRENT OF TRIBUTES FROM NEW 
HEIGHT USERS:- 

**Ididnt think it was possible to gain Height | 
But to my delight, New Height helped meto } 
keepgoing until I reached 18.5 cms .S.R.K 
“The New Height course is worth its weigh 
in gold and more! My life has ла 
since І ganed IIcms.in height.” X 
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Mrs. D. Contractor of 
beauty salon Manize’, 
Bombay, says: 


; Hair is as individual 

^ as you are and 
| know just what 
you need from the 
Gleem range of 
shampoos 3 
Each Gleem variety complements your kind «й 
of hair with its special ingredients, rich lather, 


lingering French perfume and long-lasting 
economy. 


| Gleem 
Regular 


Makes 


Gleem 
Egg - 


i Nourishes 


Tonic 


| Cleans 


normal, lifeless hair problem hair, 

healthy hair to give it loose scales, 

silky, clean, -luxuriant body | itchy scalp 
'and health ‘ 


manageable 
E with pure egg 
protein . 


The mirror 


in your bathroom 
reflects your face 


But what does your bathroom 


reflect ? 

f experience and expertise. 
And Soma Metal Fittings 
complement it perfectly. 


Made to Swiss precision, 
they are attractive and 


Modern homes deserve 
modern bathrooms. 


Choose Hindustan Sanitary- 
ware with Soma Metal 
Fittings and accessories. 
Togeiner they give you an 
elegant and efficient 
bathroom. 

The Hindustan Sanitaryware 
range is backed by years of 
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durable. Easy to fit and 
maintain, 


VITREOUS gx INDUSTRIES 


Makers of India s Largest ъё. 
exported baihrocm equipment 


X. * HINDUSTAN SANITARYWARE 
UMITED ы 


Sama Plumbing 
Fixtures, Limited 
А wholly cyned gabssdary of Hagman Sanam 
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„OF YOUR AT TIRE. 


Pantene. It ensures strong, healthy hair growth. Because ‘Panthenol, 
its gnus ingredient helps stimulate and normalise healthy blood 
circulation. 


Pantene also styles and sets your hair for hours on end. No wonder ~ 
then people say that Pantene is all you need to look meaty oy 
well-groomed. E 
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for complete dental 
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Consumer Council of India Survey reveals 


ONLY HERBS PROTECT TEETH 
FROM DENTAL DISEASES 


| Toothpaste 


has the herbal 


and medicinal properties 
of neem. 


FOR FULL PREPAREDNESS 
for MEDICAL 
COLLEGES 
ENTRANCE 
EXAMS 79 


(JIPMER, CMC, StJOHN'S, AFMC, AIS, ANDHRA) 
Rely on 


BRILLIANT'S 
POSTAL TUITION 
Comprising 
A SYNOPTIC SURVEY OF THE PRE-MEDICAL 

SYLLABUS PLUS 3009 MULTIPLE CHOICE 
QUESTIONS ON THE SCIENCE SUBJECTS 
PLUS MODEL ANSWERS TO TYPICAL PAPERS 
OF THE OBJECTIVE AND ESSAY TYPES. 


12, Masilamani Mudali Street. T. Na даг 
Madras-600017. Phone: 442099 


| | Classroom course for MBBS Entrance from ist to 20th May. 
| | Classroom course for, WT Entrance from ae ee Apr. | 
Postal Tuition Papers for ШТ Entrance Available 
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JUST ONE 
HAIRSPRAY 
TAKES CARE Or 
ALL KINDS OF 
HAIRSTYLES | 


What good is a beautifui 
hairstyle, if it can't 

stay that way ? 

Long, short or coiffured... 
hairstyles stay naturally | 
in place with Poise 
Hairspray. Poise holds . 
hair gently, but firmly. 
Shows up its gleaming, 
‘natural highlighis. 

Sprays on evenly. 

Brushes clean away. 

No stickiness and 

no flaky particles. 
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3huito was stunned when he heard that he would 
e hanged; his fellow prisoners joined him 
ontaneously as he read the Quran in 

his cell just before his 4 
execution—PETER NIESEWAND reports from 

Islamabad. on Bhutto's last hours and the 

bewildered Pakistan he leaves behind. ' 

Tarapada Basu interviews the exiled Pakistani firebrand, 
Tariq Alipin London on Pakistan's past and: future, 


"RSS as an organisation, even for Its presumed 
narrow sectarian interests, would never like to have 
communal disturbances in the country," the Janata 
Party President, Chandrashekhar, tells 

BHOLA CHATTERJEE in an exclusive interview. 


JG dec 


An income-tax raid on a Lucknow tailor's shop in 1976 
led to an amazing discovery — a copper plate bearing 
an inscription. In Persian which may provide the clue 
to a fabulous treasure hidden somewhere. Since 

then a relentless search has been on, which has now 
led to Faizabad. TANIA SHAH visited Lucknow and 
Faizabad to trace the course of this obsessive 
treasure-hunt, S / 


АКЕМЕ 


When in 1919, General Dyer's troops shot down 
hundreds of Indians at Jailianwalla Bagh, his superiors 
Condoned his action and the Lords’ passed a motion 


In his support. In the first part of the serlalisation of 


the early phase of the Independence movement. 
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_ Brilliant debate 


EWAL VARMA's interview with 
y the Foreign Minister Atal Behari 
Vajpayee: “I pay tribute to Nehru” 
(March 18) was a marvellous debate 
| that outmatches all verbal exchang- 


If it's fun to go C. 


Mr Varma was at his best in his que- 
ries and succeeded in laying hare the 
hypocrisy of the Janata’s “genuine 
non-alignment". Mr Vajpayee had to 
seek shelter in loud laughter when 
Mr Varma cornered him quite effec- 
tively on many inconvenient issues. 
It is time such effective journalism 
came into vogue, to evaluate the 
Janata Government’s performances 
rather than allow it to persist with 
the memory of the “Emergency ex- 
cesses". 

Mohammad Aslam, New Delhi. 


THE interview has improved the 
image of the Janata Government, 
and Mr Vajpayee’s in particular. 
Tainwala R. K., Gangtok 


THE cover story was enlightening, 
particularly Mr Vajpayee’s answer to 
the question about the implications 
of the Islamic resurgence for India: 
“India is the’. world’s second most 
populous Muslim country and Mus- 
lims in India, like all other commu- 
nities, are free to practise their reli- 
gious beliefs. However all religions 
have to come to terms with moderni- 
sation and this applies to Islam as 
well" In fact, Janata, the weekly 
magazine of the socialist movement 
published from Bombay, has been 
"continuously calling for the modern- 


isation of all Indians as an 

tive to the RSS’ slogan of Indiana 
tion of non-Hindus. With due respect 
to Mr Vajpayee, he should know 
that like charity, ` modernisation be. 
gins at home. 
Chundi Jagannatham, Hyderabad. 


THOUGH most other important mat. 
lers regarding India's foreign policy 
were talked about in detail, no 
mention was made by either Мг 
Vajpayee or Mr Varma of the Kara- 
koram Highway which the Chinese 
are constructing ‘in Pakistan. Before 
Mr Vajpayee's departure for China 
this matter was raised as it is believ- 
ed to be a threat to India's security. 
The Foreign Minister assured the 
nation that he would lodge a protest 
on the issue with the Chinese lead- 
ers, but even after his return there 
is no indication of his having had 
any discussion on the issue. 
Deepak Daftuar, Chaibasa (Bihar) 


THE authors of our foreign policy 
perhaps thought that by  prefixing 
the word "genuine" to. qualify the 
already complete and comprehensive 


concept of — non-alignment, they 
would succeed in qualifying their 
own formulative capacity. Little 'do 


they realise that the word "genuine" 
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is redundant and meaningless in th г 
context, Clearly, the term has bedn {трі of court and the least Justice 
pointless to debate ^ whether the 
meaning of the term rests on “ 


WERE Р ; 
ces” or "content" and whilh uan dent and compelling others to believe 


EL he 


os standards. dent advisory y. Perhaps, nobody 
eus Mr Vajpayee has been corner- Shw Kurar Jha, Daltonganj. in the Government then wanted the & в 
ED УА ; Commission to come up with plans 
Hrishi Kesh, Kanpur, That's great that did not suit their personal lik- 
IT IS time we learnt of China's reat it.i ра, аер We e 
intentions. The Chinese Vice pis N THE modern ratrace it.is most mission have Cabinet Ministers аз 


mier Deng Xiao Ping's assertion 
is dubious. China a 


that Vietnam is stronger than India), 


attack on Vietnam to “teach her a SUNDAY. a 


Y "hr н } . Anant tta. i ious alternatives, are tech- 
lesson” is a grim reminder that her N. Anantaraman, Calcutta Among vanou 


i ; Y Ac nical matters which should be left 
she finds. convenient Gone Tu Plan the Commission to economists. As such. the top 
should not agree to normalise rela- TN HIS article:  "Janata's Plan: necessarily be cconomle © NM 
tions with China without a  settle- А : 


AU 1 i will it roll on ?" (February 18) Dr 
ment of the border dispute. D. M. Nachane is right in saying 


Sibaram Padhi, Berhampur (Orissa) E oet ; i nf our economy should emphasise. 
ee А AM кые ы is ds dE du dian They should help form public opinion 
Kissa badtamizi ka A T E c in regard to the setting up of a 
NISSd дастали ка Nehru's personal triumphi and tra- pard, to ther веша шр BED 
gedy”. But I do not agree with his Planning Commission mud 1 E А 
"| HE report “Kissa Sanjay ka" by view that the failure of planning is membership and cone p 
* Ajoy Bose (March 18) enables апе to the lack of “a sense of mass tion. ‘Lhe talk of Bead ioe WAR 
one to assess the magnitude of high- ^ participation". He seems to lament  participaticn" an Pe net ТЕ а 
handedness which Sanjay could have the fact that in spite .of all his plus the masses” is empty үрер EIE. 
displayed when his mother .was the points, Nehru jos not NN person wee 9 unns зс сс 
Pri a /fa is a 7 И : ` ۰ " n i 
Prime Minister. What he and his with the masses the way Ga j bie daily lite, Why would BEDO 
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Vah ie It was mo fault р ыр с of 
А E EM Ohra could have done was to sue our Constitution at they did not 
coined to serve political ‘ends, It ys Mr Gandhi. If the offenders go un- provide for any planning body. Our 
punished it will be setting a prece- first PM, though quite aware of the 
96 И need for E planning Содда о 
i : Р е It an 1. 
serves our “being non-aligned.” Ору at even in law there are dou never cared to make an indepen 


striking and refreshing to see Que members? It i m bod m Com- 
abo ino-Indi magazine (SUNDAY) calling another mission is a political body because 
DONE the ыо шп border dispute marar CREW DELHI) a "stable- senior Ministers review its operations 
India’s potential n underestimates mate". Not only this, you have also and lay down directives for it at two 
hat Viet а (Deng's statement implored all those who have been superior levels, the National Develop- 
is keeping quiet about Sikki missing Khushwant Singh's column to ment Council and the Union Cabinet, 
insisting ae a ud Sikkim, and read it in NEW DELHI. Till today, I But the detailed working and forma- 
velie definitely aq E е was proud to be a regular reader e: tion of the Plan, the decision of 
our internal affairs. Again . China's SENDAY but now, I am proud of marking priorities and the choice of 
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Is buying an 


ENFIELD-20¢ 


like a marriage ? 


Many think it is. After all, they say... 
"ENFIELD 200 is a sleek beauty. 

Smart men fall for its looks -then enjoy 
its company, qualities & performance. 
Mostly, it's а ‘love-marriage’ and many envy 
the man. Often, fond parents 'arrange' it 
for their worthy sons. Sometimes, 
there's some waiting – like an 
engagement period!” 


What do you think ? Just see, 

feel and test-ride this beauty 

once. You'll own it happily 
ever after ! 


ENFIELD -200: 
born deluxe. 


` "The Enfield India Ltd. 
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lop a sense ot participation in it? 
Good measures always win the sup- 
port of the public. 

Even a man of Roosevelt’s farsight 
cared to respect the advice of econo- 
masg when programming his New 
Deal. In India it js perhaps by a 
strange coincidence that both the 
Plans and General Elections “соте 
up after every five years, and 
political leaders take up the Plans 
as part of their election cam- 
paigns. While the aim of an election 
15 achieved in a short time, the aim 
of a Plan is not, If the Congress (I) 
comes to power in the next elections, 
the Planning Commission would be 
forced to take another somersault. 
So before the Planning Commission 
starts chalking out the Seventh Five 
Year Plan, it is necessary to plan 
the Commission itself. 

Ravi Shankar Chowdhury, Silchar. 


I WOULD like to point out a few 
errors in the table accompanying 
Dr D. M. Nachane's article, of the 
^Distribution of Public Sector Out- 
lay among different sectors in the 
Five Plans". The total outlays given 
under the First and Second Plans 
are the revised outlays, and those 
given under the Third and Fifth 
Plans are from the draft plans. As 
far as I know, the total outlay given 
under the Fourth Plan is neither the 
revised nor the actual figure. Again, 
if the allocations under different 
heads are added, the results do not 
tally with the total figures mentioned 
under the Third, Fourth and Fifth 
Plans. Further, under the Fifth Plan, 
the allocation against Industries and 
Ainerals i.e., Rs 8,939 crores is not 
24.2 per cent of the total outlay, Rs 
37,250 crores, as mentioned. 24.4 per 
cent of Rs 37,240 crores is Rs 9,029. 
crores, which was actually the figure 
for Industries and Minerals in the 
Draft Fifth Plan. Besides, the total 
of all percentages against different 
heads under the Second Plan comes 
to 109 and not 100, because 445 is 
not 19 per cent but approximately 
10 per.cent of 4,600. 

Sucharita Choudhury, Shillong. 


Editor’s Note: You are correct. 
Except for the total outlay given 
under the First Plan, (Rs 1,960 
crores) the other figures given 
under the Second, Third, Fourth 
and and Fifth Plans are wrong. 
Instead of Rs 4,600 crores, Rs 
7,500. crores, Rs 16,774 crores and 
Rs 37,250 crores/ they should 
read Rs 4,672 crores, Rs 8,577 
crores, Rs 15,779 crores and Rs 
39,287.49 crores for the Second, 
Third, Fourth and Fifth Plans res- 
pectively. These are the final 
figures. Sorry for the lapse. ` 


Stop the chaos 


JOY BOSE, in his article “Dhan- 

ibad: city of terror" (March 11) 
has outlined the level of degradation 
to which our trade union movements 
have sunk, as also the attitude of 
our Government. It seems that the 
frade union movement under A. K. 
Roy is the only hope for the com- 
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Exploiter. did you say ? 


I WOULD like to draw your atten- 
tion to certain inaccuracies іп 
the article “Lampholder to gangs- 
ter-millionaire” (March 11). First. 
it has been reported that Suryadeo 
Singh joined me and made plans 
to capture the Boragarh and Kus- 
tore Unions and further that I 
was a CPI leader in 1967. I would 
like to state that I had no connec- 
tion with the CPI then nor with 
the SVD Government, and Surya- 
deo Singh did not join me. At that 
time the Krantikari Koyala Maz- 
door Sangh was not affiliated to 


the AITUC but instead to the 
IFITU. 
As a matter of fact, Sur- 


yadeo Singh did: not become a 
trade unionist till 1973. Secondly, 
it is a fact that following the 
assault on Rafique Khan, and 
his subsequent death, the man- 
agement of M/s K. Wara 
and Co got me implicated in 
the case of his murder, but it is 
not true that the then Chief Min- 
ister, Mahamaya Prasad Singh, 
tried to help me. He was not ap- 
proached at all I was subsequent- 
ly released on bail. No witness has 
so far turned up in the case. It is 
not a fact that I tried to decamp. 
On receiving the information that 
I was implicated in-the case, I 
voluntarily surrendered. Judging 
by the reporting it seems that 


sed while we were in jail. This is 
not true. I had no connection with 
Suryadeo Singh and no such con- 
versation took place. I do not see 
how the author could have report- 
ed this. Third, I was never the 


mon man. His supporters have re- 
sorted to bows and arrows and taken 
the law into their own hands. 


Mohammed Akhtar, Banpur 


AJOY BOSE did a marvellous job. 
Incidentally, most copies of the 
March 11 issue of SUNDAY in 
Dhanbad were bought by the, union 
toughs and burnt to prevent them 
from being circulated among the 
colliery workers. 

N. Dave, Dhanbad 


In defence of the RSS 


HILE you are entitled to your 

own Уйне as a free journal, 
I feel that most of your articles on 
the RSS are thoroughly one-sided. 
and unjust. Very seldom is an at- 
tempt made to show what the RSS 
exactly stands for, and what it is 
doing in this country. Undoubtedly, 


isati its roots Ш 
the organisation has i i 


We are sad to announce the death 
of Col B. N. Kaul, author of “Риті- 
tanism or survival ?" (March 11), 
‘of a heart attack on March 15, 
1979. — Editor, SUNDAY. 


Suryadeo Singh and I had conver- : 


"guru" of Suryadeo Singh. I did 
not have any battle, let alone bat- 
tles, with him on the road or in 
the colliery areas. I had no mus- 
clemen nor did I try to extort 
‘chanda’ from the poor miners, 
Further, I never tried to capture 
the INTUC Union at Boragarh and 
no one was either killed or injur- 
ed in the alleged attempt to cap- 
ture the INTUC Union at Bora- 
garh. I am a trade unionist and I 
do not believe in holding on to a. 
union in a manner unbecoming of 
a man. Fourth, the report relating 
to the counterattack on my assai- 
lants lacks credibility. 1 was at. 
` tacked as soon es my car stopped 
in front of my house and there 
was no opportunity or occasion for 
me to counterattack the assailants. 
As regards your suggestion 
that I did not mention the counter 
attack in the FIR because I had an 
unlicensed fireerm with me, I 
would like to inform you that I 
have a licensed revolver that I 
always carry with me for the our- 
pose of my own safety Fifth, I 
met A. K. Rov and he has cate- 
gorically denied having said what 
has been attributed to him as an 
answer to the question: “In 
Dhanbad. what are the communist 
unions doing?". Finally. contrary 
to what has been reported, I do 
not own any car and the car I 
hapoen to travel in is meintained 
by the union J serve. Т have no 
house or land in Dhanbad. I live 
in a rented flat. I am not involv- 
ed in the exploitation of workers. 
So far there has not been eny 
complaint against me to this 
effect. ; 
Sheo Kumar Rai, President, Unit- 
ed Coal Workers Union, Dhanbad. 


Hindu dharma, but it also works 
for the social, moral and religious 
uplift of the people. While the RSS 
does mobilise Hindu support for its 
goals, it does not preach hatred to- 
ward any other religion in iis 
country or abroad. During S 
Gandhi's regime, an enquiry com- 
« mission was appointed to investigate 
the real cause of communal dis- 
turbances, and the RSS was not 
found guilty. Even in the riots at 
Aligarh, the UP Government did not 
pad the hand of the RSS behind 
em. 


The RSS is only helping to reform - 
the moral character of the people 
and trying to infuse in them a spirit 
of patriotism. These qualities stand 
the nation in good stead when it is - 
faced with foreign aggression, natu- 
ral calamity or an ега like the 
Emergency. The late Prime Minister 
Lal Bahadur Shastri in fact had 
Spoken highly of the RSS' role dur- 
ing the 1965 war with Pakistan. Be- 
sides, many political bigwigs would . 
not enjoy positions of prominence — 
today if the RSS had not stood be- 
hind them. 3 
Rajendranath Roychowdhury, 
‘Calcutta 
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Т was Begum Nusrat 
his daughter Benazir who 
broke the news to Zulfikar 
Ali Bhutto on Tuesday (April 
5) that he was to be hanged 
a few hours later. Prison 
sources said that when the 
two women were brought 
from house arrest at Sihala, about 
15 miles away, for their last meeting 
with the deposed Prime Minister, 
Bhutto had not been Officially in- 
formed of his impending execution. 
The women mentioned that it was 
their final visit and Bhutto looked 
stunned. The prison superintendent 
was summoned, and he confirmed 
then that the plan was for a hanging 
in the early hours of Wednesday 
morning. 


In the appalling days before Bhutto 
mounted the scaffold, the military 
authorities made sure he suffered. 
They took away his bed and made 
him sleep on the cement floor of a 
cell which was infested with red and 
black ants. They removed books and 
writing materials. They refused to 
let him use the adjoining lavatory, 
but gave him a commode in his cell 
which they rarely emptied so that 
visitors came away nauseated by the ' 
stench. The steel bars of the death 
cell door were kept permanently 
locked. At the final anguished meet- 
ing with his wife and daughter, the 
authorities would not even allow 
them a last embrace. The family 
held hands and kissed farewell 
through the bars. Then a police car 
sped back to house arrest both 
women, staring straight ahead, their 
Faces shocked. Their application to 
attend the funeral was turned down. 
They were not even permitted to 
see Bhutto's body. 


Hangings in Pakistan—and there 
have been about 400 of them since 
General Zia-ul-Haq took. over—are 
usually carried out at dawn, but 
Bhutto was executed furtively, in the 
dead of night. Armed troops moved 
in at midnight, surrounding the gaol - 
and arresting Pakistani journalists 
they found watching the activity. 
Bhutto wrote out his will and the 
magistrate, who was soon to see him 
die, witnessed his signature. Gaol 
officials claimed next day that Bhutto 
had later changed his mind and 
burned it, but it seemed more likely 
they had done so. He was allowed 
a bath and* given some verses from 
the Qufan to read. In cells around 

im, other prisoners began loudly 
спадала recitations from the holy 

ook, 


A few minutes before the appoint- 
ed time of 2 a.m., the prison super- 
intendent? arrived at the death cell 
to identify Bhutto as the man named 
in the black warrant, and to read 
to him the sequence of the rejection 
of his appeal by the Supreme Court, 
and the refusal of the soldier who 
Overthrew him to accept mercy petl- 
tions lodged on his behalf. Bhutto's 
üands were pinioned behind his Pack 
and he was escorted, in TQCeS-. ' 
Sion, to the scaffold : ted dod Ч с 
front of him, two behind, and опе 


and 
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In the las? hour the other 
Prisoners in the cells 
around Bhutto began 
loudly chanting recita- 
tions from the Quran. 


holding each arm. 
their eyes downcast. 

They positioned Bhutto op the trap. 
directly beneath the beam to which 
the manila rope had been attached, 
and the hangman bent down to strap 
his legs tightly together. Bhutto 
cried out: “Oh Lord help me, for 
1 am innocent" A hood was then 
placed over his head, and the noose 
was tightened around his neck. The 
warders holding his arms stood back, 
uud Pakistan's last elected Prime Mi- 
r waited for the trap to crash 
а. The medical officer stood with 
the hangman and the other witnesses 
for $0 minutes before going down to 
check that Bhutto's heart had stop- 
ped beating. He pronounced : “Life 
extinct", and the body was cut down’ 
and placed in a plain wooden coffin, ` 
Jt was taken by truck and aircraft 
to the remote hamlet of Ghari Bhutto 
near the town of Larkana, where 
Bhutto was born 51 years earlier, and 
where the family graveyard is loca- 
ted. 

Three relatives were informed of 
the execution and allowed to attend 
the funeral: two uncles and Bhutto’s 
first wife Amir Begum. Amir. Begum 
looked into the coffin. She said: “T 
saw the face. They had shaved him 
and it was obvious that he had been 
hanged. But he looked as innocent 
as a flower.” 

Most Pakistanis were stunned and 
angered by the execution. Employees 
In Government offices wept openlv. 
A man said: “Now this country will 
be like Iran”. A wave of demons- 
trations and riots swept Pakistan— 
spontaneous outbursts—not organised 
by those currently holding the torch 
passed down from Bhutto. ` 

Bhutto’s PPP is at its lowest 
ebb : confused, impotent and lacking 
in courage. Even an angry group of 
30 PPP studént supporters. who 
broke into the house in Islamabad’ 
where the Central Executive Com- 
mittee was meeting earlier. this 
month to demand that they stop 
their polite discussions and take to 
the streets to lead demonstrations, 
failed to make an»impact. ` + 

PPP officials reported stirrings of 
anger in the countryside, but admit- 
ted they were, doing nothing to 
capitalise on these. In the towns 
‘there had been silence, except for 


His escorts kept 


Amir Begum said: "I| saw 
the face. .it was obvious 
that he had been hanged. 
But he looked as innocent 


Ma. (duele Museum, 


Hazratga 1]. 
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"remained inscrutable: 


some sporadic demonstrations. Mem: : 
bers of the Central Executiv I 
ed that.the people were ju 
for a signal, and then th 
rise. But if this was 
waited in vain. Тһе: 


Only. some ‘of Zia < ul-Ha 
aides looked at 
satisfaction. 


bullets if they 
believe in something strongly 

enough.. Remember what happened 
in Pakistan during the PNA  move- 
ment in 1977? "There were demons- 


trations all-over — mass arrests; 
people shot. It didn't stop them. 
They came onto the streets 


da 
after day, and then we moved in. dud s 
toppled Bhutto.” 


Not all army officers believed this - 
simple analysis : indeed, there 18 | 
even evidence now that Zia himself 
doesn't really go along with it, and . 
that he is preparing himself for 
trouble later in the year. 

The PNA movement at least had 
courageous leadership : the PPP to- 
day has none. Martial Law regula 
tions make it an offence punishabl 
by flogging and imprisonment to 


When Begum Nusrat ап 
Benazir fold Bhutto hi 
would be hanged a fe 
hours later, he í 
stunned. . » 


take part in political demon 1 ratio i 
and without a clear bes m 

top, few are willing to expose them 
selves in what might be a small, 
futile, individual gesture. 
Some members of the PPP E» 


Unflattering comparisons bet 
Pakistan and India have been dra 
by the PPP critics. 
of people would 


fe 
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Zulfikar Al; Bhutto, son of Sir 
Shahnawaz Khan Bhutto. 
Born: January 5, 1928. . 
-Educalion: Graduated with Ho- 
nours in Political Science from 
University of California, Berkeley. 
MA wilh distinclion in Jurispru- 
dence [rom Christ Church College, 
Oxford, Bar-at-law [rom.Lincoln's 
Jnn, London.. 3 
1052358: Lecturer im Internalio- 
‚ nal Luw, University of Southamp- 


E Teacher of Constitutio- 
nal Law, Sind Muslim College, Pa- 
kisian. Practising Lawyer at 
West Pakistan High > Court, 
Karachi. : 
October 25, 1958; Joins Iskander 
- Mirzds Cabinet. 
1958760: Minister of Commerce, 
Pakistan. - Í ae 
January 1960-62: Pakistan Minis- 
ter of Minority Affairs, National 
Reconstruction and Minister of In- 
formalion, In Apri, 1962, also be- 
comes Minisler of Fuel, Power 
and National Resources and Kash- 
‘mir Affairs, — i 
1962: Elected Member of Natio- 
nal Assembly of Pakistan for Lar- 
kana. Becomes deputy leader of 
the Muslim League. 
1962-65 : 
and Natural Resources. `` 
1963766: ^ Minister of Foreign 
Affairs,  . ; 
March 1965: Secretary General 
of Pakistan Muslim League, 
| June 1966: Resigns from Gov- 
| ernment, returns to the legal pro- 
| fession, 
September 19, 1967: Forms Pa- 
kistan People's Party and becomes 


July 4, 1977: Deposed in coup 
and imprisoned. Released im the 
same month, but detained agam. 
| Seplember 3, 1977: Arrested in 


Minister of Industries - 


4, 1972: Signs Simla Agree- _ 
men e А > A ۳ 
August 14, 1973/77: Becomes 


Karachi for the alleged murder of 
Ahmad Raza Kasuri. Formally in- 
dicled. on September 12. Releas- 
ed on bail of Rs. 50,000 on the 
orders of Mr. Justice A. K. Sam- 
dani of Lahore High Court on 
Seplember 13. Arrested again in 
Larkana, Sind, on September 17. 
Oclober 11, 1977: Trial opens be- 
fore five judges of the Lahore 
High Court. 
March 18, 1978: 
death. 

February 18, 1979 : Supreme Court 
upholds conviction in 4-3 verdict. 
March 24, 1979: Supreme Court 
rejects review petition but recom: 
mends clemency. 

April 4, 1979: Hanged to death. 


Sentenced to 


Missions _ 
and delegations 


1957 : Member of Pakistan dele: 
gatton to the UN General Assem- 


` bly. 


1958: Leader of Pakistan delega- 
tion to the UN Conference on Law 
of the Sea, Geneva. : 

1959, 1960, 1963, 1965 and 1966; 
in~ Pakistan delegation to the UN 


; General Assembly. 
April 1964:  Afro-Asian Confer: 


ence, Jakarta. 
April 1965: Bandung Conference. 


1974: Chairman of Islamic Sum- 


mit Conference, Lahore. 

1960: Mission to India in April 
(Press Code). USSR in December. 
1962-63: In delegation to India 
on the Kashmir dispute, 

1963: Peking in March. Teheran 
in May 


. 1964: Burma in January. 


1965 ; Moscow in January. Foreign 
Ministers Conference im Algiers, 
July. . Summit Conference in July. 


Commonwealth Prime Ministers 


Conference in London. - 
1974: Bangladesh. 


lass f 
blic of Indonesia. 
rden Del TOM. 
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floor, the last days have heaped ne 
pressures and agonies on him. 


O3 of Bhutto's great failings has 
Nn dur been his inability 
judge character. He oro 
General Zia to.Chief of Staff, abou 
the heads of those next in s 
because he thought Zia would be 
“safer”, In his administration 
Bhutto surrounded himself with 
people whose loyalty he bought, and 
who were often no better than thugs 
Or as one respected Asian magazine 
recently called them, “scum”. The 
others around were the sycophants 
who are always thrown up during 
the rule of an autocrat, and who 
Pandered to Bhutio’s desires to be 
verbally stroked at all times. 

Then there were the weaklings 
the family members, the friends of 
friends who were rewarded with 
positions beyond their experience or 
capabilities. A few good 


Ww 


1 were 


also there : but good they did is 
largely interred the bones of 
Bhutto's adn When 
Bhutto's life de on massive 
public demonstr ns of support 


and direct challenges to the Martial 
Law authorities, the members of the 
General Executive have failed -to 
rouse themselves take personal 
risks. When his ! 1 deteriorated 
after the Supreme Court rejected the 
review petition, and the prison 
authorities confiscated his medicines 
so that he was virtually unable to 
eat and vomited much of what he 
did manage tó swallow, the Central 
Executive sprang into action, It 
wrote Bhutto a letter : “We beseech 
you, in the name of Allah and the 
love that you have for the people of 
Pakistan, to assuage this concern of 
the people by partaking of your 
meals." ` 

Bhutto was not on a hunger strike. 
He could not eat. His long-standing 
gum disease, chronic periodontitis 
had gone untreated, and the priso 
authorities had confiscated even his 
bottle of Listerine — the most basic 
requirement of hygiene in Bhutto’s 
case. The result was that his gums 
turned black and he began coughing 
up blood. In the midst of all this, 
to receive an entreaty from his poli- 
tical colleagues asking in effect that 
he eat his greens, must have been 
hard to bear. But worse was . to 
come: incidents which those closest 
to Bhutto said he viewed as be- 
trayals. : 


Bhutto had remained resolute that 
no petitions for mercy should be 
sent to General Zia from either his 
family or his Party. He considered 
that those would amount to an ad- 
mission. of guilt, however they were 
phrased. He refused to beg. Не 
was prepared to die first. : 

But around him, the ranks were 
breaking. Much as he tried to shore 
up the morale and determination of 
those outside, by his own courage, 
and sometimes even humour during 
prison visits, the wavering grew. The 
Central Executive Committee decid- 
ed to send a mercy petition to 
General, Zia, ignoring the instruc- 
tions of their Chairman, Abdul 
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Hafeez Pirzada (the former Finance 
Minister) who, after an agoniseq 
night, finally announced that he too 
would submit his own personal 
“representation”. Coincidentally, 
Pirzada was unexpectedly called to 
see Bhutto in Rawalpindi Gaol, and 
he arrived there knowing that the 
Executive had already delivered their 
petition to Zia, and that he himself 
would do likewise later in the day. 
He also knew what Bhutto would 
say, since he had broached the sub- 
ject briefly during a visit two days 


earlier, and — Bhutto had "hit the 
ceiling". 


Confronted with the former Prime 


Minister, locked on the other side of 
his steel-barred cell door, Pirzada’s 
courage failed, and he did not men- 
tion the petitions. He said later that 
utto would probably find out about 

i from his guards, or by reading 
a report in the newspaper. 


‘ following day, Zia got the 
prize he had been pursuing for 
weeks — a mercy petition from a 


member of Bhutto’s own family. 
Mrs Imtiaz Sherbano, his half-sister, 
who is considerably older than him 
and who regards herself almost as 
his mother, was given her allotted 30 


} 


Bhutto stages a walk-out at the UN over Kashmir 


i 
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went straight out and did it. “He 
can order other people around but 
not me,” she said. "I want him 
alive,” 
For Bhutto these were bitter blows, 
but Zia must have been pleased. His 
plans for the PPP, if general elec- 
tions go ahead as proposed on 

ovember 17, seem to have been 
well laid. As articulated by senior 
Sources close to him, Zia recognises 
that the PPP cannot be totally 
crushed. A ban would probably re- 
Sult in the sprouting of the same 
Party under a different name, but 
the electorate would know it was 
still Bhutto’s Party. 

In fact, the military believe that 
the PPP has grown in popularity 
Since the coup in 1977, and that in 
fair and open elections, it would 
almost certainly sweep the hoards. 
The question: before Zia is how to 
live with this situation. 

His answer has been to purge the 
PPP — of Bhutto principally, but 
also of some other senior members 
who have been disqualified from 
politics by military tribunals. Ob- 


EU] 


servers believe that some disqualifi- 


cations will be lifted before the 
elections are held, but Zia clearly 
hopes that quite a different Party 
will emerge. He made this clear to 
Mr Pirzada during private discus- 
sions at the Presidential residence, 
a few hundred yards from the 
Rawalpindi Gaol, at the beginning of 
March. There was political life after 
Bhutto, Zia indicated. Elections 
needed to be fought and there was 
Still a place for the PPP. Yet _ as 
Zia knows, many dangers and diffi- 
culties will beset his country, parti- 
cularly with Bhutto as a martyr. 


Ре made a public mention of опе 
of the worst dangers—the first 
indication that he even acknowledg- 
ed it — at a military parade in 
Kabul at the end of March. It was 
the spectre about which Bhutto had 
often warned : the possibility of a 
breakup of Pakistan. -“Defence shall 
be not only against external aggres- 
sion," Zia told the troops, “but also 
against internal disruption, as both 
can endanger the security of the 
country. God forbid, if internal 
disruption leads to the breakup of 
the country, the defence of its bor- 
ders becomes meaningless. If there 
is tranquillity and peace within the 
country, but there is a lapse in vigi- 
lance on the frontiers, the future of 
the country is thrown in jeopardy. 
Pakistan's armed forces have, there- 
fore, to remain ever-vigilant on both 
thé external and internal fronts." 
Many  diplomats and political 
observers believe Pakistan has be- 
come a tinderbox, and a spark — 
perhaps not now, perhaps later in 
the year — could set off a conflag- 
ration. dy there are unsettling 


signs. In Peshawar recently, , cus: 
toms officers, acting on a  tipoff, 
‘stopped and searched a bus and 


found 745 sticks of dynamite hidden 
in secret cavities. In Bannu, police 
seized 39 detonators being carried 


by a passenger bound for Baluchis- 
` tan. 


In Quetta, on the day after the 
expiry of Bhutto's  seven-day  cle- 
mency period, a bomb shook the 
Sandeman Library area, and in 
Gujranwala, a man was injured 
when a letter bomb went off inside 
a post box. The Martial Law autho- 
rities in Quetta have directed district 
authorities to “deal with an iron 
hand" with the activities of trouble- 
makers. 

There is also the very real danger 
that some Baluch.and Pakhtoon 
tribesmen may use the excuse of in- 
ternal divisions to advance their own 
separatist cause. oe 

Bhutto, who has long prophesied 
disaster for Pakistan after his exe- 
cution, told his lawyer in the death 
cell : *My heart bleeds — bleeds for 
Pakistan, for the people, bleeds for 
what is to come.” : 

If Zia believed that hanging 
Bhutto would herald a new era of 
peace and progress in his country, 


the next few months could give him _ 


his answer. To many diplomats and 


> 


political observers, it seems a gamble - 


th appallingly high stakes.  @ 
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Bhutto was bad, 
the Generals are worse 


Q: Was the murder case against 


Huy 


if 
Th 


TARIO ALI,the exiled Pakistani firebrand, talks about us a total fabrication? 

i i i i i: Probably not, but 
the past and the future in an exclusive interview gdinits- “Gadling dd а On 
with TARAPADA BASU in London. the Supreme Court) that the’ prose. 


сор. case was full of holes and 
: Te A , there was no solid evidence whic 
- What is your first reaction More serious, amely high treason’. revealed Bhutto’s complicity in ES 
to the hanging of Mr Bhutto? So in m RAE E reed yo murder. The murdered man was an 
СА: I am horrified, though not а есе М D ret ied 18 old toady of the British Raj. He was 
surprised. It is a sad day. when the reasoning wees К гага ind ое rie оси 
Peneriseberini to hang civilian poli ` геазопішр ма à ап British who agreed to witness the 
po Chics go to the орде: e. gem nat Bhutto alive 
Bhutto: family and especially the two Меи ТОДА ЖО А EST OF E Mss : А 
women (Mrs Bhutto and Benazir) ASIDE Bhutto’s D T da Si Sq in Lahore! In reality the murder 
incarcerated at Sihala ‘rest house’. piç fellow generals A OH n charge was a mere pretext to extin- 
One does not have to agree with ied purely Аата а= pu Bhutto politically and physi 
ae A Е MS d ly. f Pakistani i 
@heir ideas to admire the exemplary sons as well. Zia is a self-confessed СПУ. Very few Pakistanis believe 


people talk about this quite openly 


1 DU 
составе they ы сархо ES simpleton. Who else would promise otherwise. 
fey “are women aes AO Sn OS British journalists that ‘we will hang 
difficult the blighter’. Well, he has kept his @: You were a staunch opponent 
: promise. Thirdly, Bhutto was the only of Bhutto when he was in power. In 


Q: Why did Zia defy world opi- Pakistani politician with a mass fact he refused to let you enter 
nion expressed by politicians and following that transcended provin- Pakistan om ome occasion. Were you 
heads of State on the one hand and  cialism. As such, it was a foregone right then and wrong now or vice 
the Pentagon, the Central. Intelli- conclusion that his People’s Party versa? : 
gence Agency and the Saudi royal would win any election. Even if :&: I was correct then and I am 
family on the other? Bhutto had been personally disquali- correct now. -Bhutto’s regime was 

A: I.am convinced that if the fied or under house arrest a victo- пої the golden age of Pakistani poli 
USA had really wanted to save rious Pakistan People’s Party Gov- tics as his apologists proclaim. Poli- 
Bhutto’s life they could have done ernment would have depended on tical opponents were locked up (some 


ing Mujibur Rehman when he was Zia was not prepared to take. So to newspapers were censored, etc. Bhu- 
a Pakistani prisoner, and for the cut a long story short, he hanged  tto's slogan when he won his land- 
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execution of Bhagat Singh! Ordinary . 


so. After all, they succeeded in sav- him for leadership. That was a risk were killed), workers were attacked, | 


Army Mujib's crime was infinitely Bhutto. . slide victory in 1970 had been ‘Food, 


seep сута N Am m а go 
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clothing and shelter’. When he wa, 
in power he was reminded of this 
slogan by peasants. His reply: “We 
never said that everyone would get 
all three at once.” He was a cynical 
but highly intelligent bourgeois poli- 
tician. But he was. brought down by 
his own mistakes and those of the 
sycophantic and servile politicians 
who formed his court. It a peared 
that he had got away with the elec. 
tion rigging at first. A popular Га. 
hori joke went Something like this: 
‘A Special messenger has arrived 
from Indira Gandhi in Delhi. He 
carries the following message: You 
can have Kashmir if you send us 


your Chief Election Commissioner’. 
But the election rigging. did not 
work. There was mass anger and 


Bhutto had to call the army in to 
help maintain order. From then it 
was only a question of time before 
the Army moved in and toppled him. 
So I was right in my opposition to 
Bhutto's policies. However, I will 
never support the imposition of Mar- 
tial Law, never support the generals 
against any elected politician. If the 
Army was serious about allowing 
justice to be done then it should 
i allowed a general election to 
place with full rights for 
o and the PPP. But they were 
t on wiping out Bhutto. In that 
che choice was obvious. Опе 
to oppose the army and argue 
' the release of all political pri- 
ners, free elections and lifting of 
Press censorship. 

Q: And Pakistan after Bhutto? 

A: Pakistan under the Generals 
is the worst it has ever been. They 
are attempting, in league with the 
obscurantist Jamaat-i-Islami, to trans- 
form the country into a confessional 
monstrosity. Jinnah, who as you 
know was a deeply secular man, 
must be turning over in his grave. 
The big theological debate which is 
currently preoccupying the men in 
power concerns amputation. Should 
a thief have his hand severed at 
the wrist or should the State be coh- 
tent with merely chopping off the 
fingers. This unedifying. discussion 
aptly symbolises the  clerico-military 
dictatorship. 

The first reaction to Bhutto's han- 
ging has been one of shock, but this 
will develop, sooner rather than 
later, into a movement .against the 
generals and those politicians who 
collaborated with them. What form 
such a revolt will actually take re- 
mains to be seen. However, of one 
thing I am certain. I don't believe 
that the anti-military struggle will 
be fought under the banner of reli- 
gion. The present regime has discre- 
dited religion to a considerable de- 
gree. In my opinion the choice con- 
fronting Pakistan is not a new one. 
Either a regime which breaks with 
the past and carries out a funda- 
mental social transformation ie. a 
Social revolution or a slow and steady 
Process of disintegration. Don't for- 
get that Bhutto was a Sindhi. Don’t 
forget that the three judges of the 
Supreme Court .in favour of acquit- 


tal were all non-Punjabi n't for- | 
get the turmoil in abier ic Dp 


and eGan 


nistan. After all, the balance sheet 
of the Pakisani ruling class, since 
the country was established in 1947, 
IS „not a very positive one. Three 
military dictatorships, two wars and 
the loss of Bangladesh, which con- 
tained a majority of the country's 
pcoulation. Now to that they add the 
Judicial murder of Bhutto. It is a 
country on а downward site. In 
1969, I wrote a book entitled Pakis- 
tan: Military rule or peoples power? 
I think that the same question could 
be posed anew, though in a slightly 
different way : Total disintegration 
or social revolution? 

Q: Any comparison with Ather 
parts of the subcontinent? 

A: Many, but let us restrict them 
for the purpose of this interview. 
Jusť look at the changes that have 
occurred in the politics of the four 


HUTTO’s two sons in London, 
Mir. Murtaza and Shahnawaz 
have been in great distress and 
grief. The | 24-year-old Mir 
Murtaza said, “The British Goy- 
ernment should recall its Ambas- 
sador from Pakistan. I cannot 
even return to Pakistan. One of 
General Zia's henchmen has said 
it would give him great 9leasure 
to tear me limb from limb if 
ever he gets his hands on me. 
I am.very very proud of my 
father, He taught us courage and, 
despite torture and the most hor- 
rible humiliation, һе refused 
right up to the scaffold, to crawl 
.to Zia. 


zir, my elder sister, who are still 
in- custody in Pakistan. They re- 


paid in the struggle against dicta- 
. torship. Althougl j 
` will grief-stricken, she will 
keep her head just*as we will. 
We refuse to give in to our an- 
 guish. It’s a luxury we cannot 
e ke | 


utto spoke, 
frien 


ы 


I dread to think what ~ 
` шау happen to Mama, and Bena- . 


gard suffering as the price to be - 


like us Benazir — 


gotri 


subcontinental States, In Pakistan 
and Bangladesh the two populist 
leaders, Mujib and Bhutto are dead. 
Both were replaced by generals, both 
of whom were called. Zia. This last 
fact is a pure coincidence though . 
the astrologers will have a different 


estimate. In India and Sri 
Lanka, however, both - the wo- 
men politicians who ran the 
countries оп roughly similar 


lines were removed through | the 
ballot box. One can only marvél at 
the ironies of the historical process, 
And yet in all four States, despite 
these, upheavals, the condition Of 
the masse$ nas worsened. It is the 
emancipation of the peasants and 
the workers that is the essentíal pre- 
requisite to a just. and humane so- 
ciety. I think we have a long, long 
way ta go. Г 


The hanging of Mr Bhutto 1 
"a warning to all pic 
behave within legal > mits' 
Pakistani Cabinet Minister. 
London. Nobody likes 
ing," said the Minister 
mic. Planning, Professor. 
Ahmad. “But Mr Bhutto Ё 


vim er ook 
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У d stan ' 
is bound to suffer in the estimation j^ 
of the people Д "m 


| The impact 


ыс жазым 5. at ttr 


of the countries 
South Asia with the result that unde 
its aegis Pakistan's diplomatic pret | 
tige and capacity to win friends ang —' - 
influence people is bound io Suffer | 


R1 X 


icm 2 orld eas n serious damage. No Government  ; 
RAJENDRA SAREEN says that the w ot South Asia will find itself AS i | 

ihe t^c Post of Mr Brotto. EOM . o out of its way for closer relations 

о лу те конс оаа v or undertake fresh initiatives for 

| Е у strengthening of existing arrange. 

EY Zia says he has upheld the to las. quite some . time. The net ments. А 

| majesty of law by turning а result of all this will pe That Pakis- It is not without significance ^ that 

p deaf ear to the pleas for clemency tan will cause destabilisation of a the rigid stand taken by Mr Могагјі 

jj for Mr Z. A. Bhutto. But the law, very sensitive area where three su- Desai in treating Bhutto’s execution 


për powers are fairly active and In 
consilerable conflict with each other. 
This will further add to the difficult 
times ahead. 

' Considering that the major politi- 
cal support for Gen Zia at home ema- 
nates from the Jamaat-e-Islami which 
as an ideology and organisation, · is 
also.in existence both in India and 


and all that preceded it as purely an 
internal matter of Pakistan has not 
won any kudos. On the contrary, the 
criticism of this position has been 
ostensibly harsh and adverse. It was 
totally unnecessary for the Prime 
Minister to describe the sentiments 
expressed by the President as his f 
personal views. - 


as the saying goes, is an ass. It Is 
а pity Gen Zia-ul-Haq finally pet- 
‘suaded himself to “let the law taka 
its course.” The act is asinine, to 
say the least. The responsibility is 
going to be fairly and squarely placed 
on Gen Zia-ul-Hag. Mr Bhutto has 
crossed the threshold of life into the 
world beyond; henceforth he will 


foom larger then life on the political 
horizon of Pakistan. The many ex- 


cesses committed by him against # 
large number of political opponents 
will no longer be relevant. The rea- 


sons are : first, none of the excesses 
` during his tenure measured up to 
what has been done to him; second, 
polities being what it is, even those 
who would have no truck with him 

` when he was alive, shall have по 
- difficulty in paying homage to his 
` memory ip a bid to make common 
= cause with those who had turned 
pro-Bhutto because of the political 
uncertainties and anxiety over the in- 
 tentions of the ruling military junta. 

— Tt is unlikely that the world has 
heard the last of the Bhutto cast. 
ihe many heads of State who plead- 
91 that Mr Bhutto's life be spared 
“re unlikely to treat the issue as a 
after to be thrashed out between 
ihe junior functionaries of their res- 
ective foreign offices and Pakistani 
diplomats at comparable levels. The 
Opping of US 


r Bhutto has certainl 
the US commitment to 
President of the UAE, Sheikh 
Zaid bin Sultan al Nahyan, a close 
riend of Mr. Bhutto, had been cani- 
ing for weeks in Pakistan in a bid 
to persuade President Zia to spare 
life. The financial aid from UAE 
ly to be forthcoming as rea- 
. The rebuff implicit 
= the execution of Mr Bhutto to- 
wards King Khaled of Saudi Arabia 
is a matter of serious significance in- 
sofar as after the USA and members 
of the Aid-Pakistan Consortium, Sau- 
di Arabia has been the biggest 
source of financial assistance to Paki- 
stan. As a matter of fact Saudi 
* Arabia is the only country that stands 

` between Pakistan and bankruptcy. 
` ° The instability and turmoil, which 
ге in the process of developing in 
tan, are in all likelihood going 


ly as before. 


Bangladesh, the fact that the violent 
outburst in Srinagar and other parts 
of Keshmir has turned against the 
Jamaat is of significance. The 


Jamaat has been carrying on а Cru. 
sade for its peculiar brand of Islamit- 


fundamentalism all over the subcon- 
tinent. The Saudis have generously, 
if not very wisely, underwritten tre- 
mendous financial support for this 
organisation to help it carry forward 
its mission of propagating fanatical 
obscurantism. The people of Kashmir 
have more than ordinary interest in 
the affairs of Pakistan because there 
is hardly a family which does. пої 
have some member or the other liv- 
ing in that country. The Kashmiri 
reaction is the closest to what might 
be the normal reaction in Pakistan it- 
self and how it would seek to express 
itself but for the draconian measures 
adopted by the Martial Law regime. 

The Muslim community in India 
and Bangladesh is aghast over 
what has happened and Pakistan will 
no longer loom large over their cons- 
ciousness as an embodiment of Isla- 
‘mic resurgence. Arising out of that, 
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In Afghanistan, the leftist Govern- 
ment is bound to make good use of 
this development to denounce the 
mullahs and:other Islamic activists 
carrying On insurgency against the 
Government. The ruthlessness with 
which the military junta has acted is 
going to come handy as an adequate 
justification for the strong measures 
being taken by the Tarakki regime. 

Bangladesh has been cautiously 
meking it clear that any talks of re- 
unification with Pakistan or even 
some loose ties like a confederation 
is the surest way of queering the 
pitch for normal relations between 
the twe countries. President Zia of 
Bangladesh has been at pains to ex- 
phasise the distinct national persona- 
lity of Bangladesh which draws sus; 
tenance from Islam. Bangladeshi 
nationalism, however, does not even 
admit the fact of common  nation- 
hood during the period of 1947 to 
1971. The Bhutto hanging will pro- 
vide a strong argument for those in 
Bangladesh who are deeply interest- 
ed in discounting any talk of com- 
mon ties with Pakistan. ш 
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IN the cases of Pakistan, Bangladesh 
“ and Afghanistan, a leader was put 
to death. „Іа Pakistan, Mr Bhutto 
lost his life through apparently fair 

f and just legal procedures. In 
Afghanistan, Sardar Daoud was 
assassinated. So was Sheikh Mujibur 
Rahman in Bangladesh. 

These political deaths, in quick 
succession. lead to the impression 
that assassination is the way of set- 
tling politica! matters in these Mus- 
lim countries of this subcontinent. 

But let us take note of three other 
ects of their 


3 


Haoud took over from the Afghan 
King when the latter was visiting 
Europe. He did not kill him. 
Pakistan, Mr Liagat Ali Khan was 
killed not by a group which wanted 


to take — power from him but a 
deranged individual acting on his 
own. After him, АП changes of 


leadership in Pakistan occurred with- 
out involving killing. Major General 
Iskandar Mirza was pushed out of 
office by Gen. Ayub Khan, but ‘not 
killed. Ayub was replaced in office 
by Yayha Khan, and this happened 
"virtually at the request of the 
former. And ‘then there was Yayha 
Khan who, having lost East Pakistan, 
also Jost his legitimacy to rule 
Pakistan and turned to Mr Bhutto. 
In the case of Bangladesh, of course, 
we are talking of a young nation in 


Gods will 


S soon as the news of Mr 
Bhutto's execution ^ reached 
New Delhi, the External Affairs 
Minister, Mr Atal Behari Vajpayee 
told his aides in. the South Block 
to prepare a statement which he 
wanted to read out in  Parlia- 


armed with the statement and sat 


Morarji Desai, in order to get his 
green signal But before the Ex- 
ternal Affairs Minister ^ coule 
Speak to the PM, the Opposition 
members were, on their feet, de- 
manding that the House make an 
Obituary reference. At this junc- 
ture Mr Vajpayee, pep : Mr 


In. 


` The Union Petroleum and Chemi- 


ment. He went to the Lok Sabha . 


next to the Prime Minister, Mr | 


. and were of the opinion that a mild 


n 
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. How Muslim nations 
treat their leaders 


which the unfortunate assassination 
of Sheikh Mujib cannot serve as a 
basis for any generalisations. 

The other thing to notice about 
these countries is that each one of 


them is controlled by the Army. 
Even in Bangladesh, where Сеп. 
Ziaur Rahman is making a bold 


effort to take his country into a new 
stage of civilian rule, the Army still 
remains a major factor. In each of 
these three countries political leaders 
were put to death essentially by the 
Army. Sardar Daoud was killed by 
elements of the Army which staged 
a coup against his Government. 
Sheikh Mujib was assassinated exact- 
ly in the same circumstances by a 
group of soldiers; In Mr Bhutto’s 
case, his death came through the law 
courts but only because the generals 
in control of Pakistan did not want 
to lose their control over the Go- 
vernment. They knew that if Bhutto 
lives they cannot hold on to power. 
So even his death is political murder 
committed by the Army. 


The important question really 
about these countries is the question 
of why they have not been able to 
evolve civilian institutions. As we 
noticed earlier, Bangladesh is now 
moving in that direction, but the 
answer to this question i$ difficuŅ. 
Obviously, there are any number of 
faclors involved, ranging all the 
way from levels of economic develop 
ment and social diversity, to  tradi- 
tions: of 5 
But let: us note that military rule is 
not confined only to Islamic _ 
tries; military. rule is in fact the 
norm rather than the exception 
whether one considers Africa, Latin 
America or even Asia. A majority 
of regimes, particularly in. Africa and 


Desai's permission to read out the 
statement, which had been mildly 
‘worded, but the PM ‘said no. | 

Mr Vajpayee was seen trying to 
convince Mr Desai, but the latter 
was adamant. Infuriated, Mr Vaj- : 
payee left the House in a huff. | 


cals Minister, Mr Hemvati Nandan 
Bahuguna, met Mr Vajpayee when . 
he was on his way out, and un- 
wittingly enquired whether he was 
going to make a statement on the 
execution. This annoyed: Mr Vaj- 
ayee further and he gave vent. to 
nis anger. Both the Cabinet Mist- 
isters felt Strongly on the subject 


statement on the occasion would 
not have done any harm. But who 
could reason out with Mr Desai, - 
who claims to have a direct hot- | 
"line xm ne Creator î ! : 


I. AK 
ate Museum, Hazratg 


struggle and movement. - 


coun-: 


. community, 
| crisis virtually takes the form с 
| acute polarisat i 
; publi 
. country 


anj| L 


Latin America, are either directly 
military in character or backed by it. 
The absence of democratic 
institutions is primarily a reflection 
of the inability of developing 
societies in general to handle the 
regional linguistic, and ethnic 
diversities with which they start as 
independent nations. These diversi- 
lies need to be attended in the very | 
early stages 2f the country’s 
independence, and this can only be 
done, if a new country has a leader- 
Ship with vision and understanding 
of the requirements of nation-build- 
ing along with legitimacy and 
popular support. Such leaders 
generally are those who have led the 
national movement. Jn the case of 
Pakistan, Mr Jinnah died soon after 
its independence and Mr Liaqat Ali 
Khan only a few years after that. 
These two leaders probably could 
have handled the problem of forging 
a nation out of the . Peoples of 
different provinces making up Pakis- 
tan. With their departure, the - 
process of nation-building received a li 
setback. : ; | 
Nation-building requires adjust- - | 
ment and accommodation, that is, a || 
&reat degree of give and take which — | 
can only be engaged in within the 
framework of an open and democra: | 
tic society, and by leaders who hava- MF 
some measure of popular support. 


Military regimes are inherently. 
incapable of doing this. Their 


emphasis , on orderly conduct of 
national affairs reflects an inability - 
to understand and appreciate the 
requirements of bargaining and 
adjustment involved in creating а 
national community. It is often their 
impatience with what Mr Bhutto. 
calls, in his last testament, the chaos 
and confusion of the democratic 
political process, which results 
military takeovers. The initial 
cipline and order tha 


power in Pakistan. 
Once the leadership fails in 
initial stages to create a nati 
om the country rem 
divided. Every economic or è 


arisation and division 
ic opinion and social 

This is what has been happening íi 
Pakistan, Bangladesh X Afghani 
tan. And when the 
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contexts, irrespective of the religious 
complexes of the country. Even in 
United States you see instances of 
this happening. At one of the 
gravest moments of political crisis, 
Abraham Lincoln was assassinated. 
The second period of crisis which 
occurred in the USA was inthe 20's 
and the 30’s, and this period ^ wit- 
messed the attempt on President 
F. D. Roosevelt's life in Chicago. 
There are other instances too that 
one can cite from the recent history 
of other non-Islamic, countries, 
There probably are cultural reasons 
for explaining the use of violence in 
ublic life. Each culture, of course, 
as its own concept of politics and 
Its traditions of managing public 
‘affairs. However, these are plural 
enough in each culture to permit 
varieties of political behaviour. This 
iş also true of the Islamic traditions, 
though the dominant fact of Islamic 
culture seems to be a close link 
between politics and day to day life. 
This may well change in the future. 
But as long as this link remains, 
there will be, given the social and 
economic conditions of the Islamic 
countries of the sub-contfnent and 
perhaps other Islamic countries, a 
tendency to settle political differen- 
‘ces through violence. в 


2 [QUssv Karanjia, who interviewed 
j Mr Bhutto at the height of his 
glory following the cessation of East 
Pakistan, remembers Bhutto as “the 
most extraordinary, vital political 
person I had ever met. Just as he 
filled the room with his personality, 
so I was told he filled every nook and 
corner or Pakistan with kis, charis- 
majic and egregious personality. 
This death will Р 4 
both in the Opposition and the Esta- 
blishment which will be hard to fill. 
It is; really difficult to believe that 
such a vital being filled with all that 
is good and all that is wicked should 
be snuffed out like a candle flame. 
It's also a pity that he should have 
suffered so many minor jnhumanities 
and brutalities that left him almost 
derelict. But that the spirit and 
courage he showed did not yield till 
the.last is a moral to the rest of us 
on how to meet the challenges of -life 
and overcome them. 

"Bhutto was a tremendous public 
relations man. No one could beat him 
at the game, . I had abused him 
as a 'bastard' 'and he was obviously 
hurt about it and recalled it during 
the interview I had with him. But he 
handled it and dismissed it so grace- 
fully that I couldn't but feel for him. 
All his life he had a tremendous 
sense of history and in all his actions 
ahd oratory he seemed to be writing 

chaptets of this history. During the 
five hours I spent with him over two 
sessions, I could feel he was using me 
to further his historical image as he 
wanted 
cn the 
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day I was leaving Rawalpindi. 
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it.. The oddest thing happened, 


create a vacuum . 
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He phoned me and told me to tell 
Indira Gandhi not to bother about his 
speeches. They were meant for do- 
mestic consumption. He explained 
what a. difficult task he had under- 
taken to rebuild a broken and defea- 
ted Pakistan. All his talk of a 1000- 
year Jehad was so much bullshit. He 
He never meant it. It was for internal 
consumption. He was fundamentally 
for peace and some kind of loose al- 
liance between India, Pakistan and 
China. ` 

“Mr Bhutto was a man of tremen- 
dous contradictions. Take Kashmir for 
instance. In one breath he told me 
that he admired Indira Gandhi for 
exploiting the Bangladesh situation to 
break Pakistan. He would have done 
the same thing had he been in her 
place. In fact when India had a con- 
frontation with China he had advised 
Ayub Khan to march into Kashmir 
and take it over. He described Ayub 
as a.poltroon for not doing so. At 
the same timé he asked me to con- 
vey. to Indira Gandhi that she should 
settle with Abdullah as .he was 
threatening to come to Pakistan and 
that would involve him (Bhutto) ig a 
situation he did not want. "Kashmir 
is your baby so please settle it and 
relieve me of a confrontation bet- 
ween Srinagar and Delhi’ he pleaded. 


“Bhutto was basically for peace and 
goodwill, the rest was demagogy for 
internal consumption.” believes Mr 
Karanjia. As he says, it’s the tragedy, 
of leaders like Indira and Bhutto, 
that they become victims of their own 
demagogy. 

"Bhutto was brilliant and perhaps 
this made him cynical about values 
if he had any. He was for instance 
the author of the  Pakistan-China 
alliance. If one gave him an open- 
ing, whether in a conversation or in 
diplomacy, he would exploit it to 
the fullest. He got this chance after 
we broke off relations with China 
and he succeeded in tilting the 
balance of power against us in the 
subcontinent. 


“Perhaps it is a little known fact 
that he had the highest admiration 
for Krishna Menon and to an extent 
Nehru, although he considered Nehru 
a weakling. Не insisted on all his 
foreign diplomats possessing the com- 
plete writings and speeches of 
Krishna Menon and Nehru and he 
even examined them like a teacher 
on what they had read. It was a 
tribute paid by brilliance to genius. 
lis high intellectual standards made 
him amoral. He perhaps had no 
values except to get the best of 


"every development for himself and 


his country. I don't think he thought 
in terms of one without the other. 


-“I didn't know the Bhutto of the - 


Bombay days. I thought he was a 
bit:of a social snob but one thing 
I de remember was that he was 
always surrounded by the most beau- 
tiful women whether in Bombay or 
Geneva where I once met him.” 
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Dapper 
and 
humorous 


Narsis reacted rather angrily tq 
the news of the hanging of Mr 
Bhutto. “It is one of the worst kinds 
of political murder one has heard of 
in recent times. It is something 
which could not have taken place jn 
the civilised world, particularly when 
the whole world spoke against it, ‘It 
was a great shock when we heard 
the news on the radio.” 

Nargis knew Bhutto during his 
school years in Bombay. "I was not 
very close to him, but I was a close 


friend of the family. His cousins, 
Sikander and Ітадаг, were close 
friends of ours and through them we 


knew Zulfi. Later when I joined films, 
I was thrown together with them, 
because his elder cousin was married 
to a film actress. Of course they be- 
longed to my mother's generation. 
They came to our house and we went 
out to movies and picnics together. 
Zulfi was enamoured by the film 
world and he and his cousins always 
accompanied me to my shooting ses- 
sions. I did not know Zulfi the politi- 
cian. I knew him as a student. He 
was like any other normal student, 
full of beans, fup and laughter. He 
always struck me by his elegant 
dress and he had this air of aristo: 
cracy about him. But he never 
showed off his wealth. He was nevet 
jll-behaved. He was humerous апа 
never stayed aloof.” 


“Perhaps his hatred for India,” said 
Nargis, “stemmed from the (fact that 
he was uprooted from th place 
where he spent his formative years. 
When the whole family left for Pak- 
istan he too went ‘away. I know һе 
said Indians are dirty dogs and some- 
how I cannot associate this phrase 
with the’ Zulfi I knew. He was pro- 
bably embittered by the fact that he 
lost his citizenship and his property 
here. After all he grew up jn India.” 

"In fact when we tirst heard of him. 
as a politician it made no impact oh 
me. The Bhutto family is a very big 
family. It was the late K. Asif who 
reminded me that he was the boy 
who accompanied me to the shBoting 
of Mughul-e-Azam. 'He's become 1 
politician now,’ Asif said. It was only 
then that I realised it was the same 
person. Later on I followed | his 
career and being a nationalist I wae) 
shocked at his attitude towards India: 


is з id: “It 
Nargis shuddered as she said: ' 
je rone thinking about what ne 
¿must have gone through. Not e is 
‘allowed to embrace and kiss, Y 
‘Nusrat and Benazir. I 
‘because he never 
I clemency." 
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Headless mec'ia 


AIR and Doordarshan chiefs’ retirement 


leaves a real void 


APP India Radio and Doordarshan 
^ & are (at the time of writing) with- 
out their top executives. This situation 
has come to pass because the res- 
pective directors-general of the two 
organisations, Mr P. C. Chatterji 
and Mr P. V. Krishnamoorthy, re- 
tired on March 31. And coincidental- 
ly the seniormost officers on the 
second rung — the deputy directors- 
general (DDG) — Mr S. C. Parasher 
and Mir Iqbal Malik, respectively, 
also attained superannuation on the 
same day. A fifth DDG, Mr M. S, 
Gopal (of AIR) also retired on March 
51. Thus five of the  seniormost 
officers in AIR and TV retired toge- 


ther leaving the departments literal- 


ly headless. 

Normally, when there is a vacancy 
at the top in any Government depart- 
ment, a Departmental Promotion 
Committee (DPC) consisting of a 
representative each from the con- 
cerned Ministry and the UPSC 
meets and makes the selection. The 
DPC’s choice is then referred, via 
the Ministry, to a Cabinet sub-com- 
mittee (known as the Appointments 
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Committee) comprising the Prime 
Minister, the Home .Minister, and 
the concerned Minister (in this case 
the Information and Broadcasting 
Minister) In normal circumstances 
the Appointments Committee okays 
the DPC recommendation and the 
appointment is made. In the pre 
Sent case although the Ministry was 
aware for at least a year, if not 
more, that the posts of DGs in 
Akashvani and the fledgling Door- 
darshan (having independent exist- 
ence since April 1, 1976) would fall 
vacant on April 1 this year, it did 
nothing to name the new incum- 
bents. No DPC was convened and 
all kinds of rumours — the sort 
which is the staple of Delhi's bureau- 
cracy — were afloat till almost the 
last day. 

On March 30, it was announced 
that Mr S. K. Sehgal, Secretary, In- 
formation and Broadcasting. will for 
the present hold additional charge 
of the two organisations, This !s 
the first time in the history of AIR 
that the Secretary of the Ministry 
has been asked to officiate as the 


DG as well. The annoüncement has 
come amid speculation as to wh& 
ther the Government would appoint 
a ‘generalist?’ — an IAS officer — or 
a ‘specialist’ — a professional pro- 
gramme staff man from the denart- 
ment. This speculation as well as 
the controversy whether a 'general- 
ist or a 'specialis would fit the bill 
better takes place on every occasion 
when a new DG.is to be appointed. 
A third dimension is usually. added 
by the Minister who wonders if he 
should bring in a total outsider to 
head the organisation. This time 
was no exception. Among the names 
mentioned were those of Mr P. L. 
Deshpande, the Marathi novelist, Mr 
Chanchal Sarkar, the Director of the 
Press Institute of India, (both of 
whom had been members of the 
Verghese Committee on autonomy 
for AIR and Doordarshan), Mr 
Hafeez Noorani and Mr E. Alkazi, 
the former Director of the National 
School of Drama. Mr Sarkar Had 
once before unsuccessfully tried to 
bag the prestigious appointment — in 
1971 when the DG's post was adver- 
tised by the UPSC and none of those 
who had applied was selected. It 
was after this fiasco that in 1972 an 
IAS officer, Mr S. K. Mukherjee, 
was brought in as DG. It is to his 
credit that before he left Mr 
Mukherjee recommended that the 
post should go to a professional. 

It is in fact rumoured that the 
Minister, Mr L. K, Advani, had made 
up his mind to induct an outsider 
just as the Prime Minister had 
brought in his biographer, Mr G. S. 
Bhargava, a journalist, as the Prin- 
cipal Information Officer. But in the 
face of the recent parliamentary 
storm over the AIR blacklist of 17 
names who were not to be given 
programmes for their alleged co- 
operation with the Emergency re- 
gime, Mr Advani did not immediately 
make an announcement of his choice, 
but will do so once the storm clears, 
according to informed sources. "This 
theory fits in well with the fact that 
the Government made an ad hoc 
arrangement at the eleventh hour. 

A communal colour to the situation 
las also been added. Blitz in its 
column called “Tommorrow’s News 


_Today” (March 31 1979) has asserted, 


though not exactly in so тапу Words, 
that seniority was being giyen the go 
by in appointing the new DG, 
because the seniorinost DDG, Mr U. 
L. Baruah, is a Muslim. It was the 
first time in more than 30 years that 
the Goyernment had the chance to 
appoint a Muslim as DG, AIR and 
Mr Baruah has an excellent record 
and a good two years to go before 
he retires, but Mr Advani gave the 
specious argument that the Minist 
does not want to promote any DDG 
before the implementation of the - 
Verghese Committee’s recommend _ 
tion to have a common head for 
^" 


sant} 
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— who would be appointed by an 
autonomous Board of Governors. 
'This argument does not hold water 
ү because the Verghese Committee al- 
so recommended a соттоп Chief 
Engineer for both AIR and TV. 
And this did not prevent the Minis- 
try from promoting the seniormost 
engineer when the Chief Engineer, 
AIR retired recently. Why this dis- 
crimination in favour of the engineer. 
ing staff, ask AIR's programme ofli- 
n cers. In fact. the Programme Staff 
\\ Association (PSA) feels that the 
Minister is most unfavourably biased 
against the regular programme staff 
As it is, there is a tremendous im- 
balence between the programme 
staff and the engineering staff in 
AIR. As against 590 sanctioned 
Class T engineering posts there are 
only 197 Class I programme posts. 
One wonders if in the Government's 
eyes’ the: medium counts more than 
the message. In a letter to Mr 
Advani on August 18, 1978 the PSA 
said: “...It hurts us to say that 
while you had the time for formal 
and' informal meetings with recog- 
nised, unrecognised splinter groups of 
various categories, you could not 
Spare even a few minutes in full one 
year for our association... during 
our service we have had chances to 
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= Mî Jayaprakash Narayan’s fight 
_  4' Ato life with the aid of a power- 
_ ful armoury of antibiotics and medi- 

cal technology from March 19 on- 
wards is perhaps his last great battle 
against bad health that 


h, bahut tokleef, hai— 
nahm jataa [ 


se 


work under eight different Ministers 
but the treatment given.to us during 
the last 17 months is totally un- 
precedented.” 


UT what of the man whose depar- 
B ture has given rise to this con- 
troversy? Mr P. С. Chatterji, who took 
over in June, 1974 is generally regar- 
ded as one of the finest DGs that 
AIR has had.so far. It was under his 
leadership that AIR won many lau- 
rels in international competitions 
for radio programmes and to crown 
it all he became the President of 
the Asian Broadcasting Union in 
1977. (This prestigious position 
came India’s way after many years 
and is now lost.) Mr Chatterji in the 
course of his career has fought and 
won many skirmishes with Govern- 
ments both at the Centre and in the 
States including a major battle 
with the Communist-dominated Uni- 
ted Front Government. in West Ben- 
gal in the late, Sixties:when as the 
Station Director in Calcutta he had 
turned away a Minister determined 
to broadcast a vitriolic script. This 
famous incident was the raison 
d'etre of the now famed ‘cade’ for 
broadcasters. Mr Chatterji is also 
well-known in the academic., and in- 
tellectual circles of Delhi and Cal- 
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CA BERTA. 
betes, coronary heart disease, renal 
failure, ischemic colitis and a 
‘damaged liver. ; 


What's is JP's medical history? It 
is impossible at this stage to get 
anything official because the rela- 
tionship between a docto and а- 

еп 


— M 


 Diabetes-the main culprit 


| JP showed remarkable endurance 


cutta for his many scholarly writin 

and speeches оп aesthetics ane 
philosophy. It is also to Mr Chatterji 
credit that despite all their efforts the 
new regime after the Emergency 


could hold nothing against him and he. 


stayed on Almost incredible if vou 

consider how many head ‘ol 

after March, 1977. S FOE 
When the Government had a prece. 


dent of granting extensions 
Chatterji should have been offered 
one. 


But he did not even 

When asked why, he replied: “pee 
sick and tired and fed Up. You 
know when I was a Station Director 
(and away from Delhi) I had some 
independence but in Delhi I stopped 
taking decisions concerning anything 
beyond my immediate family.” He 
was obviously alluding to the all. 
powerful Ministry which breathes 
down the neck of every officer stall- 
ing any imaginative and innovative 
move. Mr Chatterji is happy that he 
is able to go back to the world of 
philosophy but is it true, as some 
Say, that Mr Advani is equally happy 
that he was able to get rid of 
a person with an independent repu- 
tation with whom he never quite got 
along. 


VIVEK SENGUPTA, Delhi 


on JP value this sacred relationship 
with JP. “Go and ask JP, if I can 
talk” says Dr K. R. Mani, the chief 
nephrologist, knowing very well that 
trying to get to JP in the intensive 
care unit is like going to. the moon. 

As one tried to probe опе: got 
answers like don't you know Lord 
Moran who was treating Winston 
Churchill. was prosecuted for writ- 
ing a book on him. It's better not to 
another doctor. 


ago but today they are digging UP 
his case papers to find out what 
went wrong”. Or better still, : 
you know that the medical secrets of 
great men are one of the best kep 
secrets?” It is said that had the late 
Dr Jal Patel who was treating Ma 
Mohamed Ali Jinnah disclosed. that 
Jinnah had not very long to live аз 
ро was being consumed aR I 
on may never have take . 
BETA JP has cheated death on 
at least two occasions. Since po 
JP had diarrhoea. Many in · Ві d 
suffer from diarrhoea thanks to t е 
water and insanitary conditions there 
JP had been taking entrevioform, 
course prescribed for 30 days. . A 
fact he had a permanent complain 
of diarrhoea and constipation. 
fore this he was keeping reasonaD? 
well They had cut down 


TE 


his dialysi? | 
by half an hour and he had put 00 


r 
is sacred 8 attendin .5 
Меи ат "c tors attending 4 b os | 
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From Gandhiji to Indira Gandhi and 
Morarji Desai, no leader has ever received our 
unqualified support. 

Whenever their movements were infiltrated 
by vested interests, we reported it; right down to 
exposing the excesses of the caucus during 
those dark days. 

Remember? . 

Right. Then what is the guiding light by 
which Blitz charts its apparently shifting 
editorial stance? 

The people, obviously. 

On February 1, 1941 we said we would be 
‘the pulse of the people’; and that principle 
hasn't changed in thirtyeight years. 

That's why the rich and the powerful also 
read us. They need to keep their fingers on the . 
pulse of the people, and they want the big 
news first. | 

Which, someliow, always seems to break in 
Blitz. Frankly and fearlessly. We are not only 
the pulse of the people, but their eyes and 
ears too. . 

And they love us for it. 
Hundreds of thousands of them. 


BLITZ 


INDIA'S GREATEST WEEKLY | 
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His breakfast usually consisted of 
toast, boiled eggs 


and fruit. For lunch he had fish curds. 


and sweets. 


He had fads in food 


that lasted a while. Like. for some- 


time it was chicken. 


Recently he 


relished fish. At night he never ate 


28 


anything, and he had given up tea 
and coffee. 

On Friday the 16th he had his 
breakfast and lunch as usual He 
was put on dialysis which started 
around 12.25 in the afternoon. At 8 
pm. he suddenly vomited  profusely 
and had a motion with blood. It 
was diagnosed as diarrhoea and he 
was given chlorostrep. 

On Saturday he passed large 
quantities of blood. He didn't want 
to leave Patna. Mr Abraham phoned 
Dr Mani in Bombay around mid- 
night. Dr Mani asked them to bring 
him to Bombay but they said he 
was in no condition to be moved. 
Thev asked him to come to Patna. 
Dr Mani reached Patna at 9 am on 
Sunday. Had he reached 20 minutes 
later, JP would have literally bled 
to death. They did not give him 
blood transfusion as his haemoglobin 
was very low and Dr Mani decided 
immediately to put him on dialysis 
and give blood transfusion. JP was 


FLYING SECRETARY 


THE Labour Secretary, Mr Raghu- 
pat, attached to Mr Ravindra 
Verma, is fond of flying out of 
India. During the Port Trust 
strike in Bombay he was on a 
foreign assignment. Nowadays he 
is preparing for his 4th Geneva 
visit during the last six or seven 
months. Although the budget 
session of Parliament is in pro- 
gress jt seems be has no interest 
in the Labour Ministry. Accord- 
ing to sources close to him, he is 
about to retire at the end of this 
vear. These sources also claim 
that the main purpose behind ° 

e Numerous foreign visits is to 
Pet a good UN assignment, possi- 
bly with. the Geneva-based TLO. 
It is also claimed that his staff 
Car is permanentlv with, his son 
who is an IFS probationer, 


eee 
DISCIPLINED FARCE 


THE ruling Party had not till re- 
cently gone to the extent of ex- 
pressing  dissidence against its 
own Government in such a flag- 
rant manner as did the Raj 
_Mangal Pandey-led dissidents in 
-UP Assembly the pther day. Vot. 
ing against the Government on a 
money bill and then sticking to 
the Party is unheard of but that 
js what many dissident MLAs did 


in spasms of agonising pain and 
fainted on two occasions. 

JP cheated death again in Bombay 
on 20th night. Dr Ashwin Mehta, 
the eminent cardiologist attending 
on JP, said it happened just after 
the dialysis was over, Dr Mehta had 
gone to the 16th floor to invite the 
two doctors attending on JP from 
Patna for dinner. They were getting 
ready so he went up to the 19th 
floor intensive. care unit to see a new 
admission when JP’s faithful atten- 
dant Gulab rushed in ‘crying and 
screaming that JP was dead. "Actu- 
ally he had a cardiac arrest” Dr 
Mehta said. "I gave him a manual 
massage and his, heart sprang to 
life. This condition is usually to be 
treated within two to three minutes 
on the onset of a cardiac arrest. So 
the chances of survival are few, be- 
cause a doctor is never always on 
hand. The circumstances were extre- 
mely fortuitous. There are two ways 
of treating cardiac arrest condition 
either a cardiac massage or a ma- 
chine to give an electric counter 
shock of 200 watts which makes the 
heart spring to life." 


"JP's heart is not the world’s 


greatest heart," says Dr Mehta, "but 
it is reasonably stable for some one 
who has been on dialysis since 1975. 


in UP Assembly last month. Even 
some Jana Sangh. leaders at the 
Centre did: пої approve of the act 
but the Janata Party President, 
Mr Chandrashekhar, who is sup- 
posedly keeping the Party toge- 
ther. gave the 20-odd MLAs the 
go-ahead and duly 18 Chandra- 
shekhar-backed MLAs voted 
against the Вапагѕі Das Govern- 
ment. When a prominent Jana 
Sangh functionary told Mr Chan- 
.drashekhar of the implications of 
the move, the Party President was 
furious : “Tumhe ladna bhi nahin 
aatia. Вајпагајп jaise aadmi se 
kya sharafaat say ldo gay" (You 
don’t even know how to fight. 
Would you fight Raj Narain with 
grace and dignity). The Jana 
Sangh leader too had to fall in 
line. After all, the Party Presi- 


dent was the one to save them 
from any disciplinary action, ' 
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He is probably the oldest in t 
world to have dialysis at that lie 
and is pulling on unexpectedly pe 
with so many complications.” ng 
. JP suffered the first heart atta 
in Bombay in 1972 when he WS 
addressing a Press conference at th: 
Ritz Hotel. Dr Mehta was summoned 
immediately and has been treatj E 
JP's heart disease since then. ng 
JP’s diabetes is the organial kill 
er and all his ills are a logical con- 


sequence of this complaint. V 
simply put, diabetes leads to E 
aggravates the process of аћего- 


scelrosis which is the hardening and 
narrowing of the arteries. The blood 
supply to various organs is јеораг- 
dised. It leads to narrowing of blood 
vessels going to the limbs. Therefore 
cerebral circulation and incidence of 
stroke, coronary and kidney disease 
are higher in diabetic patients. 

. The latest attack JP suffered was 
ischemic colitis. It is a condition 
where the blood vessels in the large 
gut or large intestine are narrowed 
and the area does not get blood. 
This part consequently gets dama- 
ged, eroded, and bleeding starts from 
the raw surface. It is also part of 
the diabetic syndrome. 


OLGA TELLIS, Bombay 


SMUGGLED OUT 


ON February 16 the Bombay Cus- 
toms nabbed a top executive of a 
leading transport company as he 
was going through the green 
channel at Santa Cruz Airport. 
The businessman yielded a gold- 
mine of incriminating evidence : 
foreign exchange  salted away in 
a number of banks all over the 
continent, investments in various 
foreign blue chips and, above all, 
a detailed balance sheet of the 
proposed steel mill the transpor- 
ter intended to set up in the USA. 
Custom officials interrogated him 
for ten hours. Legally they could 
have arrested him and that js 
what they were going to do when 
a phone call from Delhi from 
somebody high up in the Finance 
Ministry to the Customs Collector 
of Bombay swung open the donr 
to freedom and respectability for 
the detainee. The businessman 
was close to the former Haryana 
Chief Minister, Mr Bansi Lal, till 
Mrs Gandhi was thrown ont. 
During Janata rule he found his 
way into the camp of Bansi Lal's 
successors. No wonder it worked. 
The last has not yet been heard 
on the case because the Customs. 
during those ten hours, duly r°- 
corded some of the incriminating 
evidence jn their inventories. 
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[ше demands that if All 


J India Radio is bent on punish- 
Inf an announcer and a transmi- 


ssion executive for allowing 
coverage of the mistaken report 
about Jayaprakash Narayan, the 
Prime Minister too should pay a 
price for formally passing on the 
information to the Speaker who 
then made the official Lok Sabha 
announcement, 

But what is sauce for the goose 
is not sauce for the gander. Іп 
India more than anywhere else, 
there is one law for the powerful 
and another for the humble. 
While, at the time of writing, the 
erring announcer and transmission 
executive are both waiting in 
limbo (having been suspended) 
for charge sheets, Mr Morarji 
Desai, having—so we are told— 
deeply examined the matter with- 
in himself, solemnly assures us 
that his resignation would be “a 
greater and more grievous 
blunder”, 

Two thoughts are implicit in 
that statement. First, the Prime 
Minister recognises no judge 
higher than his own presumably 
infalible and impeccable consci- 
ence. Secondly, thé conviction of 
his indispensability comes through 
loud and clear. Not that there is 
anything new in this double 
Standard. Everyone knows that 
while civil servants are nowadays 
forced to retire at a hoary 58, be- 
ing thought ta be too decrepit for 
efficiency, Mr Desai is no more 
than a sprightly youngster at 83 
and easily able to manage the 
complex challenges of governance. 
His Home Minister, who rigidly 
enforces Mr  Desai's implacable 
decision to refuse bureaucrats ex- 
tensions, is a mere · 75, having 
himself retired from the ICS 
nearly two decades ago. 


Observation of Mr L.K. Advani’s 
last two years 
suggests an unshakable belief in 
a Congress (I) conspiracy to sub- 
vert AIR and Doordarshan. We 
have known of tapes being tam- 
vered with by station directors 50 
that listeners аге spared the in- 
sult of having to hear Mrs 
Gandhi’s name. Her ubiquitous 
followers have been blamed for 
arson in studios. Other minor em- 
ployees have been penalised, alle- 
gedly for giving publicity to her 
policies, We are left to conclude 
that while the Prime Minister 
made a genuine error in announc- 
ing Mr Narayan’s death, the two 
Wa n Duble-rP 


. substantiated by the 


radio employees gleefully broad- 
fast news that they knew to be 
false because of their political 
commitment, 

Anyone who knows how higlily- 
à job is prized in our society, and 
fhe inevitability of swift reprisal 
from Akashvani's political masters, 
will instantly dismiss the notion 
as fantastic. They will see the 
threatened action for what it is: 
inoffensive heads are rolling be- 


cause the Government needs 

Scapegoats. 

N? less objectionable are Mr 
Advani’s views on broad- 


casters and programme content. 
He sought not long ago to prove 
impartiality on radio and T.V. by 
claiming that the Janata gets only 
45 per cent of the total time 
given to political Parties in the 
main news bulletins. Since the 
remaining 55 per cent is shared 
by four national Parties, to say 
nothing of regional organisations 
like the DMK апа AIADMK, 
Janata’s quota is hardly negligible. 
But as former working journalist 
on the Organiser, the Minister 
must surely also know that word- 
age often matters less than the 
slant, timing and context, 

An admirable instance of the 
subtlety of official propaganda 
was provided. by television's Re- 
public Day coverage of the Gonda 


- project initiated (for tthose who 


seek further confirmation of . Mr 
Advani's ideological perspectives) 
by the Deendayal Institute. After 
the obligatory opening tribute to 
Mr Sanjeeva Reddy, who inaugu- 
rated the scheme, the 15-minute 
film plunged into an audio-visual 
eulogy of the Rashtriya Swayam- 
sevak Sangh. By connecting the 
President of India with the RSS, 
the feature bestowed respestabili- 
ty on the latter; it projected th 
Sangh as a constructive force; an 
its flattering shots of Mr  Bala- 
saheb Deoras sought to elevate 
him to the status of a national 
leader. 

In the record, however, Door- 
darshan probably allots these 15 
minutes of clever апа persuasive 
RSS propaganda under the head: 
ing of “development” ог even 
publicity for the President. 


Little wonder then that Mr 
Madhu Limaye complains of radio 
and television being subverted to 
promote the RSS. His charge is 
publicity 
given to another Deendayal Insti- 


dte Iviuseu ezratga 


апт. Û п 


tute enterprise, а book с 
Gandhi, Lohia, and Deendayal 
that was released by Mr Chandra- 
shekhar; and by the regular 
appearances on official media of 
journalists on the Organiser апа 
Panchjanya. He might have 
added that there is food for mis- 
giving in the inspired attempt to 
rewrite history from a narrowly 
chauvinistic point of view, in 
Government patronage for the 
Hindi news agency Hindustan 
Samachar which now boasts the 
Rajmata of Gwalior as Chairman, 
in the recent dismissal of journa- 
lists who favour a more secular 
approach, and in the prize jobs 
that have been found for former 
employees of Motherland. 

With Mr Advani at the reins, 
the RSS is stepping high. Politi- 
cal realists may not be surprised 
at these tokens of gratitude to 
the victors of the Khandwa by- 
election, but those with some 
concern for progress, social enli- 
ghtenment and  harmonious  co- 
existence of India's religious 
minorities cannot but be alarmed 
at such growing «ушне of the 
Janata Party's commitment to 
retrograde concepts. 


matter of exclusion from 
Akashvani and Doordarshan 
programme becomes curioser and 
curioser. The 17 persons who 
are clearly banned include two 
MPs, a distinguished scholar ‚оц 
China, an eminent Hindi writer, 
the Vice-Chancellor of Aligarh 
Muslim University who is also a 
nominated member of the Ма. 
tional Integration Council, as well 
as journalists from the Hindustan 
Times, Мер coer ed s 
cracy, Navjivan, Tej, us 
Patriot and: National Herald. 

This teo in the name of resto 
ing freedom of expression and 
on the eve of revamping the two 
institutions into autonomous cor- 
porations in further fulfilment of 
that pious ideal. “Ideology is irre. 
levant to the media” says Mr 
Advani while admitting that sup. 
porters of Mrs Gandhi's 20-point 
programme, and of her son's five 
points, must be excluded. 

But let the Minister himself 
sum up his guiding principles: 
"I still maintain there i$ no black 
list, but the vociferous advocates 
of the Emergency are not to be 
invited for programmes for some 
time". If that enunciation of 
policy is not at once crystal clear 
to readers, it is only because they 
do not share the commitment of 
Mr Advani who also boasts: "T 
am proud of my association with 
the RSS and no amount of calu: 
mny will make me disown it”, 
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DON'T LISTEN TO 


|I. 
Á.. THAT YOUNG KNOW-ALL HAS WE MUST OPPOSE FORCE Wr 
: (sonseNse! NO EXPERIENCE! ОСА a ana EORCE/ REMEMBER OUR  " 
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1 REMEMBER ALL RIGHT, 
LARCENUS. YOU WERE A 
BRAVE, ATHLETIC YOUNG TRI- 
BUNE, YOU BROUGHT BACK A 
FORTUNE FROM OUR 

CAMPAIGNS... AND NOW 

LOOK AT You! 


SEE WHAT ALL YOUR “М 
GOLD, YOUR VILLAS, YOUR 
ORGIES HAVE MADE 

OF YOU! YOU'RE 
DECADENT! 


; WEM u$ 


ri NHA 5s 


/ ч SA MARK MY 
THINK TANK? THINK YOU CAN TURN YA | WORDS, THEY'LL 
ALL YOU THINK OF THOSE CRAZY GAULS } А pum SOON HAVE 
1S TANKING jon INTO SOMETHING EM ) a TOO MUCH ON 
РИ: LIKE THEM? — THEIR MINDS 


TO GO 
FIGHTING ! 


HAVE 


UNLIMITED CREDIT! 
GET ТО WORK PRE- 
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И TER 77 YES, HE'S д RAE АЯ | [YOU MiGHT WELL RUN INTO HIM 
Wie FAT MAN. OFTEN | | IN THE FOREST... SO WATCH 
) CAMP OF WITH С МАЕ : | | our! EVEN THE LITLE — - 
[ iR ON SAREMA DOG 15 E a 
_TOTORUM... HIS BACK AND A BEA G IS DANGEROUS + 


LITTLE DOG AT ” 
HIS HEELS... 


IM OFF. 
YOU MEN, 


NOT LEAVING 
TILL WE'RE 
RELIEVED. 


PICKED WE A 
uP A SCENT? \ à 
LETS 
HAVE A 


oH YES,! FORGOT... 


UT THERE ISN'T 
R ITS ONLY A MENHIR. 


ANYTHING BEHIND 
ME / 


[^ 
OH, HOW 
BEAUTIFUL / 
JUST LOOK 
WHAT'S BEHIND 
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count 
probably has enough hassles 
to keep herself busy in her 
free time, rather than do 
her homework on her films. 
Is it any wonder her films 
don't do as well as they 
_ female co-stars, I mean. used to? The same thing 

But there seems to be a frappened to super star 
| contradiction somewhere; | Rajesh Khanna, when he 
> he is very keen on getting | got too busy with personal 
| rung actresses to work with | problems to attend to his 


©; him, yet while shootin career. АА it 
| he creates £, reer. Domesticity and its 


С "THINGS don't seem to be 
- 22 7 quite perfect between 
т^ young Rishi and Tina —— 
©) With Chintu, of course, this 
12M is a normal affair — not 
QS getting along with his 
em 


dt an uneasy allied problems ^ cause 
` atmosphere around them. Of professional ^ disruption. 
course. he. is a total. That's why they say a 
|) professional while shooting Married star is less 
38 on. But m ‘the interven. Successful than his/her 
Ec ъ tween the single counterpart. Unless, 


4 an shows h 
КД ш, 
song through such a phase 
with him. Not that this is 
poothering her—she gets 
/ fler Such problems faster 
fi than most other stars. She 
Ranjeeta 


of course. th 
Amitabh Bachhan. 


[IN SPITE of having 
exclusive hairdressers 
ready and waiting on them, 
mon female stars prefer to 
0 to hairdressing saloons. 
| Like Rekha, Neetu, and 
now. of all the people, 
Bindtya. Doesn't she know 
that Hema Malini never 
visits public hairdressing 
narlours? Since she is 


ey happen to 


supposed to be imitatin 
herfading | this s super star. judeing by. 
ment with Bret n per pune nor airg: nis is ona 
growing stronger? She. | Anag waca gives her away, 


Anyway, the fact remains 
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that she goes unrecognised 
when she visits this 
particular saloon which is . 
freauented by Rekha. 
Shabana, Zarina and Asha 
Sachdev. 


[4200 KAPOOR has 
achieved what he 
wanted to for a . long 
time —an award nomination 
for his acting in. Kasme 
Vaade. This is second to 
his other achievement of 
having lost a tremendous 
amount of weight. Though 
he has put on record that 
1978 has been the worst 
year for him and that such 
a year should never come 
back. he has actually never 
had it so good. Though 
1979 promises to be a 
year with him 
launching his next film and 
also acting in millionaire 
Jethawani’s film, he says 
he wants something new for 
19: which means he wants 
another baby, 


NOTHER star who has 

made it big, through. 
a very small film is Amjad 
Khan. The film, Dada, is 
such a hit that many 
producers have signed him 
up for the lead role for 
similar films. This is more 
than a test for him. He 
alone was responsible for 
the success of Dada with no 
other big stars or credits 


Hema: on the 
downward slide 


to help him. Will hic & 
attempt at directing s first 
prove to be a SUCCESS In 


AROOQUE SHAI ; 
F slowly and steadi Ы 
climbing up the. ladder of 
success, just like Smita 
Patil has. Incidentally 


P 


of them had begun орой | 


careers as TV artistes. Th 
recent release Gaman ip © 
Supposed to be a ref 

film notable for its mua 
and. the performance of 
Smita and most of all 
Farooque. The pleasant. 
faced actor has no airs at 
all, which just saves him 
from: being considered a 
potential Super star. ‘That 
ne dates Shabana Azmi 
quite often is of course not 
enough scandal to put him 
on the list of well-known 
people. Something tells me 
he will soon join the ranks, 
though! 


A МІТАВН, it seems, has 
4 made quite a name for 
himself growling and- 
grunting and gunning hls 
way through movies. Now 
there’s going to be a changa 
— he is going to dance his 
way through—in the 
tradition of Travolta. He was 
always a good dancer. 
especially since his early 
days with Jaya looking on 
fondly as he tried out his 
impromptu steps. 
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N Sigappu Rojakkal, she 
played the: Brahmin girl 
who seduces a young boy 
when her pious parents are 
at the temple. Since then 


Sumangali has been flooded | Ittefaq where he had to 
with similar roles and one 


pretend to be a psychopath. 
understands she has reject- psychopath 


ed most of them. Maybe R4DHIKA, who played 
she expects roles in which the blushing village 
she'll have to seduce men maiden in Kizhakke Pogum 
of ripe age. Or does Кай appears in modern 

she want to play a nun of clothes, in Nikkum Ilamai. 
immaculate conception? And though she hes the 
EN. appearance of a flirt, the 
NJ[ANDITA BOSE, the whole town is after her. 

. “ Bengali actress, who But surprise : she's “pure 
has worked in about 30 at heart" whereas her 
South .ndjan films, has cousin, whe’s draped in 
acted in only two Tamil conventional, conservative 
films till now. It seems sarees has a wandering mind 
the Tamil producers are a 


П and fancies all kinds of 
bit reluctant to touch her, men. Meera has plaved 
because they are interested the role of the cousin 
only in artistes whose 


| rather well even 
voices need not be dubbed. though the credit titles are 
This is Nandita  Bose's 


h ika. 
version. But then Seema’s og ced шу пи 


voice is invariably dubbed, TAR-CRAZY audiences 
one hears. and so.is the who turn up for the 
case with Sarada, the Telu- 
gu girl who made it big in 
Malayalam films. And 
since multi-lingual films are 
the craze today, you find 
that many people dub their 
voices. There are actresses 
like Roja Ramani, Kan- 
chana and. Padmapriya who 
are more popular in 
Kannada films in spite of 
the fact that they hardly 
know the language. And 
Mamta, the Telugu girl is 
a big name in Malayalam 
films, ever since she bared 
herself in a soft-porno film, 
A Night in the Rest House. 

So, Nandita, there must. 
be some reason why Tamil 
producers are a bit wary 
of you. But why worry, 
the Kerala producers just 
love you. And anyway. 
you say you are not keen 
on too many acting assign- 
ments, 


AJESH KHANNA seems 
to have made a 
positive impression on the 
edras producers when he 
Worked in producer Balaji's 
Amar Deep. Soon after its 
Completion, he was signed 
by three well-known Madras 
anners. One of these’ 
ms is a remake of a 
Dopular Tamil hit, Sigappu 
ojakkal, starring Kamala- 
asan and Sridevi. It was 
directed ‘by Bharatiraia 
The Hindi version will have 
е same director and, 
Will be starring Rajesh, . 
рпа ?nd. Amjad Khan. eene 5 
samalabasan portrayed a | шли. а. 
lsogvnist in  Sigappu Sumangali: т 
Ojakkal who slaughters, 0 


his women after laying 
them. Now. let’s see how 
Rajesh is going to perform. 
One hones he won't repeat 
his performance from 


Subha 


иил” 1 
ersing roles 
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felicitation programmes 
often get annoved when 
the stars attending the 
function refuse to speak, 
or say just a few inspired 
-words. Few years ago. 
Leena Chandavarkar, who 
hails from Dharwar, was 
heckled and booed by a 
Kannada crowd in Bombay 
when she. declared that she 
couldn’t speak the language, 
at a function organised by 
a Kannada association! 
Leena wanted to speak only 
in Hindi.or in English, 
but the irate crowd told 
her to leave the auditorium. 


A couple of weeks ago, 
the new Telugu boxoffice 
success, Subashini, just 
said, “Thank you” and sat 
down. The function was 
organised to felicitate the 
unit of Shivaranjani, a 
Telugu hit film which has 
done excellent business in 
Bangalore, too. The audien- 
ce listened, rather rest- 


lessly, to the- Meandering _ 
speeches of the director- 
and some technicians. But 
all the time they were a 
expecting some words, may 
even some anecdotes xe 
from Subhashini. Maybe 
Subhashini is just shy of 
big crowds. She refused 
to say anything beyond a | 
short sentence ... of course, | 
she was not Offensive at 
all But the audience was 
not in a tolerant mood. 


HERE'S a sudden spurt 
in Oriya films. Fol- 
lowing the super success: 
of the mythological film — 
Sati Anusuya in which Roja 
Ramani played the title 
role, the Oriya producers _ 
have started descending on 
Madras. For one thing, 
they look around for not- — — 
so-expensive heroines. And — 
then there ате the = - 
streamlined Madras studios. _ 
Currently, four such films — 
are being made in Madras | 
..and all of them are ^. — 
mythological. At least im 
Orissa, the road to the box- _ 


office is paved with 
mythology. 


IRISH KARNAD’S 
Ondanondu Kaladalli 
was a slick entertaining — 
film, but it was not | 
entertaining enough for the 
masses : it was not a box- 
Office success. Girish says 
he made the film because 
“new-wave” Kannada ; 
like Samskara, Chomana 
Dudi and Kaadu were , 
similar, so he wanted to 
make something light and 
entertainin d mus Sry ш 
not really. wor about 
the fact that Ondauondu 


the 
It'll be a small 
budget film. 


and for Man" Pasi 
which he has an im 
role to play, hi 
| schedule may ume 
| another fortnight. — 
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A time to taste 
like it’s never been. More tangy, more 


= punchy, more everything. 


< 


A time to ‘freshen’ — with tongue— 
tingling lemon*and /ime* Fresh and 
icy cold. 


li Sk heed} " ^ 
A time to switch to Campa —/emon 
and /ime* Any time from nine to nine 
—or before and after. Today — or now. 


*Artificial пауош 


y, тоге 
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While the Indian newsmen made do 
with Press Information Bureau hand- 


vago, two young ent ising repor- 
ters from PRAVDA ihe UE 
exclusively devoted to sensationalism, 
grilled their Prime Minister Alexei 
Nikolayevich Kosygin on his mystery 
mission to India. 


————— UT м л ERG 


Anna: Alexei baby, did you have 
to go all that way to smear colour 
on the cheeks of Indian girls? Aren't 
the Kolkhoznik wenches good 
enough? 

Kosygin: Holi is a heroic third 
world festival, 

Anna: All the same, an Associated 
Press report says you didn't splash 
water. Is that true? 

Kosygin blanches, and refuses to 
answer. 

Zhivago: Okay, if .you won't tell 
us why, we take it that the Soviet 
Government has plenty to hide. Well, 
let's put it this way: did you also, 
concurrently so to speak, go shopping 
for rice? 

Kosygin grows even paler, sweats, 
then stecdies himself with a vodka. 

Anna: Alexei baby, do you think 
your Government will fall if you ans- 
wer? 

Kosygin : My Government is stable. 
But I desire to say just this: one 
does shop around a bit at festival 
time. 

Zhivago: You'd done. crisis sho 
ping for rice in India. Do we conclude 
the Agrograd policy is being revers- 
ed? 


Kosygin: This is the Chinese ca- 
nard. No policy of the Revolution is 
being abandoned or reversed. 


Anna: Then why didn't you buy 
the rice from the kolkhozes? 


Kosygin: I repeat: we stand b 
the Great October Revolution, whi 
runs short of wheat once in a way. 
So we buy a little bit of the stuff 
from a neighbouring revolution, the 
Green Revolution. It’s all between 
revolutions, 


Zhivago: Factual error, Alexei old 
hoy. The Green Revolution is coarse 
wheat, not rice. 


Kosygin: All grains are allies. 

Anna: But, baby, Lenin said 
wheat kept the proletariat in trim 
while rice made them sluggish, 

Kosygin: Lenin said that commu- 
nism was the electrification of the 
countryside, that it was the spread of 
washing machines and colour TV. It’s 
we who will interpret Lenin, not you. 

Anna: Boo! 

Zhivago: Boo! Й 

Kosygin reels, then stabilizes him. 
self with another vodka. 


Коѕудіт : Lenin meant that a dole 


of rice to a revolutionary people occu- . 


pying another revolutionary people 
will do the former a world of good. 
Anna: Did the Chinese knock out 
the Vietnamese rice centres, their 
military-vegetable complex? 


Zhivago: Like we wanted to knock 
out the Chinese nuclear installations 
at Lop Nor, and the Americans 
wouldn’t let us? 

Kosygin guzzles a large vodka. 

Kosygin (haltingly) : The heroic 
Vietnamese people grow their own 
rice. 

Anna: But would you, baby, or 
would you not send them this rice? 

Kosygin : We might. 
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Just to | 


create a South-East Asian buffer ° 


Stock to stop Chinese Her. 

Zhivago : After parting with the 
rice for a song, the Indians let you 
call the Chinese robbers and assa- 


ssins. And that, when you were on - 
Indian soil. 


Anna: Did you break into their 
South Block, wire the place and snoop 
on Jagat Mehta, with a view to pres-. 
surising the Indian Government to 
have a foreign policy different from 
Atal Behari Vajpayee’s? 


Kosygin: We don’t break in. We 
insist on being invited. The real lea- 
ders of the Kampuchean people invi- 
ted us.. Since we couldn’t go, we sent 
the Vietnamese. So too the Czechs. 
They sent us word, “drop in”, and 
we paradropped our troops. They 
again sent word, “roll in”, and we 
sent a goodwill mission of tanks. - 
We've given the Indians tanks, too, 
but not the tank crews. Not yet. 

Zhivago: But dear Nikolayevich, 
it’s rumoured the CPI invited you to 
break in. 


Anna:: That you're giving the In- 
dian workers the slogan: *from Gan- 
dhi to Gandhi to Gandhi.’ Who's the 
ally of the October Revolution: the . 
boy or his mom? 


Kosygin puns delicately. 

Kosygin: Mom's the word. : 

Anna and Zhivago : Boo! 

„Moscow is thick with tha most sor- 
did rumours. These say that Kosygin 
is frying to put new life tnto the Indo- 
Soviet Treaty, using unfair and illegal: 
means. The managers of Pravda 
declared meanwhile that they would 
stand by thetr reporters. It wouldn’t 
matter to them whether the Govern- 
ment stayed or fell, 


By O.V. VISAYAN 
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An impression seems to have gained currency that 

you have become soft on the RSS. There is a lot of 
controversy about the role of the RSS im politics; and it 
is said that at the time of the recent communal conflict 
in Aligarh you had kind of given the RSS d relatively 
clean bill of health. What do you have to say about that? 
A: It is true that an impression has been created all 
round that I am trying to be soft on the RSS. But the 
fact is, I am not dealing with the RSS ideology at the 
moment, 1 am dealing with a situation ‘wherein I have 
been given the responsibility to run a political Party 
which was formed in January 1977. Or, if I may say so, 


_ which actually came into existence in May 1977. But it 
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contested the elections after the Emergency in peculiar 
circumstances where many friends who belonged to 

A f the 
RSS also joined this Party. All of us were conscious of 
this fact. If you ask me about the ideological stand of 
the RSS, or for that reason of any organisation or any 
section of our society which wants to bring religion in 
any way in the economic and social affairs of mankind 
I am against it. But my problem is that I cannot make 
it a point to single out individuals in order to help some 
political game. When the RSS joined the Janata Party 
its character was the same. If I may say so, it has by 
force of circumstances been compelled to change a 
little. I do not say that it has changed basically, but in 
order to have a working alliance with other groups in 
the Janata Party it has tried to accommodate the senti- 
ments, aspirations and the wishes of other sections of 
the Janata Party. Some of my friends say that it was 
the RSS which was trying to foment cominunal trouble 
in order to achieve its goal. The RSS as an organisation, 
even for its presumed narrow sectarian interests, would 
never like to have communal disturbances in the coun- 
try. And at that time I made it quite clear to many of 
my friends, who doubted the motivation of the RSS, that 
in two or three States friends who earlier belonged to 
the RSS were running the administration and, compara- 
tively, they had done much better on the question of 
communal tension in those States. So it would not have 
been proper for me as Party President to blame all the 
men who belonged to the RSS in the past. 

But I want to make it quite clear that this issue of 
communalism cannot be tackled by bringing certain in- 
dividuals into the Government or elbowing some others 
out of it. It requires a complete overhaul of our policy 
orientation and we will have to understand the implica: 
tions of religious fanaticism and how it works. I have 
been of the view, and I still hold the view, that the 
Marxist analysis in this regard is quite correct. Religion 
as an instrument of communion between man and God, 
whatever God may be, is a thing which can be well un 
derstocd. Every individual, every citizen, should have the 
right to the freedom of establishing communion with the 
Almighty. But as soon as religion enters into the domain 
of social and economic affairs of man its implications 
could not be anything but dangetous. It applies to all 
the religions. It is true of the majority community's Te- 
ligion; it is also true of the minority communities' religy 
ons. If you draw the logical conclusion of this argumen 
I do not think it would be very 
minority communities. I do not know whether the 
numerically largest minority community would consider 
the desirability of having a fresh 1боК at the Muslim 
[со law. This is my point of view regarding the 


My difficulty is that I am neither running the Ro 
nor waging a crusade against the RSS; I am running t 
Janata Party. And you know, if we have a distinct 804 
to achieve we can do it through cohesive and enlighter e 
functioning. And this can be done only Dy pursuing 
certain well-defined policies and programmes which wotee 
eliminate the role of religion in social and economic li 
of the people. Unfortunately, some men do not seem 
be interested in pursuing the policies and programme 
but they want to hurl accusations against each other. nd 
don’t know how I can be a party to this. I well understar, 
that if it ofters a chance of gaining a certain popularity 
this attitude may cause some injury to my opularitY: 


‘But one has to take, at times, unpleasant decisions if 016 


agreeable even to the. 


"Irun the Janata not RSS" 


APO NR RE a Le ee ee” ee‏ چ ی س ر س س کے ا 
Janata Party chief CHANDRASHEKHAR tells BHOLA CHATTERJI 1‏ 


———— 


^ 


—— 


peculiar 
d to the 
scious of 
Stand of 
1 Ог апу 
ligion in 
mankind, 
tot make 
elp some 
ia Party, 
t has by 
апре а 
у, but in 
roups in 
he senti- 
ctions of 
t it was 
| trouble 
inisation, 
S, would 
he coun- 
many of 
SS, that 
nged to 
compara- 
tion © of 
not have 
e all the 


issue of 
rtain in- 
e others 
ir policy 
implica- 
I have 
that the 
Religion 
nd God, 
well un- 
have the 
with the 
. domain 
ications 
es to a 
nity's re- 
s' religi: 


Digitized by Sarayu Foundation 


д M zt 


has to discharge certain public responsibilities. If some 
people are satisfied by making such accusations I do not 
bother about it. As I understand it, communalism can be 
fought only by solving the problems of the minorities, by 
creating a society where the more privileged people. are 
not. allowed to enjoy the major share of the fruits of deve- 
lopment. The problem is that one forgets the historical 
process that operated in the last three or four decades in 
this country. This is an elitist society where only a small 
segment of the people gets the benefits of the socio- 
economic development. This is true whether the reference 
is to the Hindus, Muslims or the Christians. ; 
Unfortunately, in India the elite section of the Muslim 
community went to Pakistan at the time of partition and 
only the poorer sections remained. The elitist, be he a 
Hindu or a Muslim, gets the fruits of development in this 
country. But the major portion of the Muslim population 
which in the pre-partition days were exploited and down- 
trodden, are feeling the pangs of misery more, and one 
cannot ignore this fact. You know, wheneyer job opp- 
Ortunities occur in our society, they do not as a matter 
of course go to the men of merit. For these jobs, app- 
roaches are made, recommendations are made, and that 
not by ordinary 1 1 
society today. Those Muslim friends who had а say in 
the pre-partition society were not here, as a result other 
Muslims suffered. It is the duty of all those who are 
running the administrative machinery to make special 
efforts to accommodate the minorities in various services 
and give them more opportunities for their economic 
development, so that they could also join the voyage of 
national reconstruction. That is the one thing which 
should be done. But, unfortunately, attempts are bein 


‘made to tackle the problem by narrow sectarian politica 


Manoeuvrings to which I cannot be a party. 


: India-is a secular State, certainly. But then it is 
Q one thing to have a secular Constitution, and. quite 
another to work it. People belonging to. the various 
minority communities seem to have a feeling that the 
Hee оп is something less than real 1n. thetr everyday 

e. 


stitute nearly 20 per cent. of India's total population, but 
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eople but by those who have a say in: 


Take one instance out of many. The minorities con- 


We will have to understand the implications of 
religious fanaticism and how it works.... The 
Marxist analysis in this regard is quite correct. 


there 4s no proportional reflection of this in various 
spheres of national life. What do you say? 

A: I have already said that this is the situation that 
obtains in the country. But it is not true only in the case 
of the religious minorities, it is true in regard to all opp- 
ressed and exploited sections of society. Let me first 
answer the question about the Constitution. It bas not 
talked only about secularism; it has promised many ame- 
nities to the people. If you remember, the Constitution 
said that a decade after it became effective there would 
be no illiterate person in the counry, that no Indian child 
would be without education. It is no only the minorities or 
the oppressed classes but even the children of the higher 
castes and other sections have also been denied the ‘Tight 
to education. Many good ideas were put in the Con- 
stitution but they still remain unrealised. This is very 
unfortunate. Take the case of the Scheduled Castes and 
Scheduled Tribes. For them there was a definite reserva- 
tion made in the Constitution. But in spite of the con- 
stitutional provisions and all the emphasis on them by the, 
people in the Government —Jawaharlal Nehru, Lal Bahadur 
Sastri, Indira Gandhi, and now Morarji Desai— the situa- 
tion is far from encouraging. Everyone of these leaders 
started by swearing to the commitments to the oppressed 
and exploited people—the Scheduled Castes and Scheduled 
Tribes. But, inspite of the specifice Constitutional pro- 
visions for their employment in the services, their quota 
is not filled even today. 

That explains the situation. It is not religious 
bigotry, but the economic and social disparity which comes 
in the way. I can well understand, and I very much res- 
pect, the sentiments of the minorities. But if this problem 
1s sought to be explained in a manner which gives it the 
colour more of a communal issue than anything else, then 
I am afraid it will defy solution. This problem should 


As soon as religion enters into the domain of 
social and economic affairs of man, its impli- 
cations could not be anything but dangerous. 


be seen in its right perspective. The unfortunate thing 
is that even the religious minorities, who are the most 
а sections оѓ society, instead of joining hands with 
the oppressed and the exploited people, want to segregate 
themselves. And this is the game that is being played 
by certain politiciens. If a solution to the problem is to 
be found out, the attempt should be to make joint endeay- 
ours by all who stand for an egalitarian society, for the 
rightful claims of ‘all the oppressed and exploited sections 
of society. Because of historical reasons tbe minorities 
might have suffered more and they have suffered more in 
certain areas. But I do not think this is mainly a religi- 
ous question; perhaps it is partly so, religion has a minor 
role to play. 1 з 

.It should be recalled in this connexion that in certain ^ 
sectors the minorities were the dominant factor in our ^ 
economic life. Most of the artisans in our rural and urban 
areas were from the minority community. Whether the 
jari work of Varanasi, brassware of Moradabad or muslin 
in Dacca—these cottage or village industries were pre- 
dominantly handled by the minority community. During | 
Ee е к н А 
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Communalism can be fought only by solving _ 
the problems of minorities, by creating a socie- 
ty where the more privileged people are no 
allowed to enjoy the major share of the fi 
of development: ; 
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| Anything a shade less is scorned at. 

| In a little over two years, Ramco is already ‘at home’ 

| in several countries іп the Gulf. It is our know-how 

that wins us the orders—contracts worth several million 

dollars. But our real edge in the highly competitive 

overseas markets is our 'know-what'—our in-depth 

knowledge of customer requirements and local conditions. 

| ; Senior Company Executives frequently visit the markets 

| to make on-the-spot study. Result is, our export orders 

| are meticulously executed. From the packing outside to the 
product inside, our customers have come to appreciate 

AN Ramco's high standards. Proof of this faith is in our 
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The elitist,be he a Hindu or Muslim, gets the 
fruits of development in our country. 
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provide jobs, to these Beanies Mn die only a 
respectable position in society where they could add to 
the wealth of the nation as well as earn their livelihood, 
but also to make the Indian economy more viable. If 
these problems are tackled on an economic basis, giving 
special emphasis to the minorities, then we might find a 
solution to them. Without creating any bitterness, we 
conid thus give more op ortunities to the minorities, parti- 
cularly their oppressed sections, to contribute to the 
national growth and also to regain their social 
respectability. 
Q Some of your colleagues in the Janata Party, 
Ax particularly some of those with a Socialist past, seem 
to view the RSS issue as the most serious problem that 
confronts the country at the moment. What do you say 
to that? 

À: I have nothing to say about that. That is their 
understanding of the problem. The interesting thing is 
that some of them say that they are ready to join hands 
with the Congress in order to tackle the problem. I 
asked one of the leaders with a Congress past, who 
belongs to my Party, the Janata Party : how come that 
for a long thirty years when there was no RSS member 
in the Cabinet, whether at the Centre or in the States 
except in 1967 when some State Governments had a few 
Jana Sangh members as Ministers, that communalism did 
not die in the country? The problem has to be tackled on 
the basis of a clear-cut policy and programme. I do not 
think that the RSS or any other group in the Janata 
Party will be able to influence its collective thinking. „If 
(anti-RSS) friends try to put forward some constructive 
programmes which could implemented, they would be 
more able to combat these forces than by creating embar- 
rassing situatiorfs for the Party as well as for themselves. 
From my point of view, this will not help them to go far; 
this is just a slogan which can at best be used against 
certain individuals in the Government or outside. This 
is not going to solve the problem of communalism, which 
is a more deep-rooted malady, a malady that can be traced 
to obscurantist ideas, traditional values, superstitious 
beliefs and, particularly, the economic problem. I feel 
some of my friends try to use this as a political slogan in 
order to create a problem in the Party. Perhaps they 
might be thinking that they are serving the Party and 
society by so doing. If the RSS is trying to influence 
the Party in an undesirable direction they should pin- 
point that and I think it would then be possible to 
mobilise the' whole Party, including many friends in the 
(former) Jana Sangh who would never be a party to 
obsurantist, outdated, obsolete ideas. Instead of doing 
that they are, unfortunately, just using a slogan whi 1 
is not going to make any difference in the working О 
the Janata. Party or in the present social situation. 


> 


О): How do you explain the conduct of some of your . 
Pa 


rty leaders who RO recent RSS rally at 

the Ramlila Ground in New Ф? — 2 
A: If you ша! my personal views in the matter, 
I have made it quite clear that I would not like those 
who hold responsible position in the Government to go 
in half-shirts and 'knickers' with a lathi in. hand to take 
Part in such parades. It does not create a good m 
ression. But there is nothing objectionable in that 
cause if thousands of citizens could attend the rally 
they (the Party leaders) could also do so. I shall not 
ask any individual to put a social boycott on his friends 
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something that should be avoided in our politics. Un- 
fortunately, those who become Ministers begin to claim 
that they are superior to others. This is a e danger 
ous tendency. or instance, today I am Janata Party 
President and you are my old friend. Suppose I begin 
to feel shy of sitting with you or going somewhere with 
‘you, how would you feel? Suppose some RSS people 
are there who Happen to be associates or friends of the ° 
leaders; if somebody asks them not to associate or dine 
or attend any function with (their old RSS friends) .it 
would be against human dignity. If a Minister attends 
the function of Balasahab  Deoras, I shall not take 
objection to it. But if Balasaheb Deoras says Something 
which is against the State policy or the Janata Party 
policy, on that count he will have to make himself clear. 
Those friends who are taking objection to these things 
had better point out where Balasaheb Deoras has made 

a statement that runs counter to the ideas or stand of 
the Janata Party. But, instead of doing that, if one 
advocates the nineteenth century idea of social boycott 
and all that, I do not agree with it. In a parliamentary 
democracy you would have to converse witht all types of | 
people and 1 do not think much exception could be taken | 
to this. : а 


———————— ——— ——— 
Unfortunately some people imagine that they 
can discourage majority communalism by en- 
couraging minority communalism. | 


unnecessarily provoke a section of the majority com- 
munity to go on an undesirable path. Religious fanaticism, 
whether in the minority or in the majority community, 
is equally bad, and you should not discriminate against 
the one or in favour of the other. It,is true that the 
majority community's religious bigotry may do more 
harm to.society. But; in principle, in ideology and 
theory, both are equally harmful. 


О: You would agree that the intra-Party conflict in 
the Janata Party is not a figment of anyones ma- 
.gination. Do you think that this might have an extra- 
territorial source pf inspiration? . ) 
A: . If is very difficult for me to comment on this. 
But one fact should always be kept in mind—the Super 
Powers always try to intervene in the internal politics 
of the developing countries and India is no exception to 
it . It is known by all of us, and there is nothing new 
in it. For the last three decades this has been the case. 
One should always keep in mind that Super Powers may 
try to create a situation of instability in this country, 
because a stable India is always an eyesore to them. 
A non-aligned, independent, sovereign, stable and eco- 
nomically viable India is considered to be a competitor | 
by the Super Powers. It is an unfortunate phenomenon, 
but it is a fact of history. There may be some forces 
that are trying to (destabilise the country) but T do not 
think that the Indian people are going to tolerate this 
type of interference. So, we should not give too much 
credence or too much importance to this talk of inter- 
ference by the Super Powers. They might be desirous 
of inteyfering, they might be desirous of playing some 
role, but their role is not going to be the determining. 
factor in the future of this country. do not give _ 
much importance to this type of talk. If it is there it __ 
would be exposed and the people who might be trying 
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The Hidden E 
Treasure of Ouc 


An Income Tax raid on a Lucknow tailor's shop, a the 
man’s nagging superstitious and religious beliefs and The 
some material gleaned from history books about the tre: 

| Sultanate of Oudh have led to a search for a fabulous the 
"f treasure that may be buried somewhere in Lucknow or aro 

) Faizabad. TANIA SHAH followed the trail of a 
». | у, this intriguing treasure-hunt. as 


.have done so were it 


A STONE's throw from the 
temples of Ayodhya, in a mys- 
teriously built grave probably lies a 
fabulous treasure that once belonged 
to the Nawabs of Oudh. The grave 
is situated in an abandoned, over- 
grown graveyard whose graves go 
back hundreds of years. And the 
mystery of the grave in question is 
that it is built from East to West, 
whereas Muslim (and Hindu) graves 
are alwavs built North to South. 

On it is engraved a symbol which 
Jooks like a key, and on its western 
side something has been inscribed 
in Persian. Most of the letters have 
faded, except the word “madphoon”, 
which means buried. The grave be- 
came suspect not only because of 
its being built in the wrong direc. 
tion but because the word ‘“mad- 
phoon" is the last word of a sus. 
pected treasure secret, engraved on 
a copper plate which was seized from 
a Lucknow tailor's shop by the UP 
income Tax Department. 

The treasure hunt, were it not for 
the involvement of the State Gover- 
nment, would be the stuff of which 
dreams and fairy tales are made. 
The copper plate claims that Nawab 
Shuja-ud-daula ^ discovered a huge 
treasure buried by Hindu kings and 
protected by the ancient gods. After 
sacrifices and prayers, he acquired 
the treasure which was later buried 
by one of the Begums of Oudh, 
around 250 years ago, in a shikargah 
(hunting lodge). 

How the treasure hunters ‘got to 
the East-West grave in Faizabad, is 
a story which begins with the In- 
come Tax raid in 1976. Yunus Beg, 
whose family have owned a tailoring 
shop in Lucknow since the time of 
Queen Victoria, had an ancestor who 
was a soldier in Wajid Ali Shah’s 
army. He, it is believed, acquired 
the copper plate in the chaos that 
followed the arrest of Wajid Ali 
Shah. He was later killed by the 
English and the copper plate, along 
‘with some other documents, remalu- 
ed with his family. For generations 
nobody bothered about it till Yunus 
came across it some years ago. He 
took it to someone who could under- 
stand Persian and was told that it 
was the secret to a buried treasure. 

Naturally word got around and 
some publicspirited citizen decided 
to.inform the Income Tax depart. 
ment, who raided Yunus' shop and 
seized the plate. They then had it 
translated and discovered that it 
‘was in fact some kind of map but 
they did not start looking for the 
ireasure and would perhaps never 
not for the 
enthusiasm of the tailor. He started 
plaguing the Income Tax Depart- 
ment to find oüt what was going to 
be done, till the Income Tax Com- 
missioner, Mr S. K. Lal, told him to 
go ahead and start looking for possi- 
ble places where the treasure Inay 
be, and if anything were found, he 


` would be entitled to 10 per cent of 


the treasure under the Treasure 
Troves Act. 

Ten per cent of a treasure that 
would now probably be worth at 
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value has gone up at least ten times, 
is incentive enough for anyone. So 
off Yunus went. 
was that when the Oudh Nawabs 
shifted their capital from Faizabad 
to Lucknow, during the time of Asaf- 
ud-daula, they renamed the city ex- 
actly as if they had moved the whole 
of Faizabad; so if you have a Khurd 
Mahal in Faizabad you have one in 
Lucknow and if you have a shikar- 
gah, you also have it at both places. 
In fact, a report made to the Income 
Tax Department by someone from 
the Archaeological Survey suggests 
that Lucknow is more likely to hold 
the treasure than Faizabad. 

Yunus, however, did not find a 
likely place: in Lucknow, so he went 


days through the streets, he came 
upon an area called Khurd Mahal. 
The reference in the plate is to a 
queen by that name, but there was 
also a palace, of which only a few 
walls and arches now remain. People 
have built houses withiu its ruined 
interior and one of the older re- 
sidents of the.area told Yunus (and 
me when I visited the spot) that 
some of the junior begums of the 
Oudh nawabs lived in Khurd Mahal. 
But they laughed at the mention of 
a treasure and said that had there 
been any, they would pot be living 
Jike paupers. E d 

Undeterred, Yunus persisted, with 
his enquiries and was told of a local 
Jegend that a treasure was buried 


by a begum in a “purab-paschim 
kabar” (East-West grave) in a 
shikargah. Now he realized he was 


hot on the trail because the last line 
of the plate said “даг shikargah 
ain. UP State Museum, Hazratganj. Lucknow 


UT Mt ue Ж, Lor ER ae i. @ 
connected by an underground tunnel to 


madphoon” 
lodge). He found the grave andthe 
and another legend that the 
two were 
ground tunnel. He 
authorities, and the hunt began. 


His first difficulty well 


around the end of February. 
When I visited Faizabad 
middle of March, the treasure: 
hunters had still not decided whether 
up the 
Negotiating wi 
have the well drained to see if there 
was anything 
now is whether the hunt should con- 
tinue’ and whether they should risk 
ond. break open E ac 

: Н e ап reak open the grave. tics 
to Faizabad where, after walking for (who seemed te be winning) feel that. 
the whole hunt is a wild goose chase _ 
and should stop before more money - 
is. wasted; romantics feel it cannot 
do any harm to continue 
course, Yunus, the tailor, would be 
Шайы if the whole search were 
ca 


In Lucknow, the first person I met — 
was Mr R. C. Singh, the Director of | 
Archaeology, who smiled sheepishly 
when I mentioned the  Faizabad 
treasure hunt. 
gists,” he said 
voice, "we're not really supposed. to 

` be looking for treasure and archaeo- 
logically Speaking, the site is of no _ 
interest. 
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QVAADAT KHAN, . Burhan-ul- 
. D Mulk, the first Nawab of 
1 Oudh (the name comes from Aya- 
l| һуа) resided mainly in Ayodhya 
where at Lachhman Ghat, a short 
distance from the town, he built 
the Quilla Mubarak as his official 
_ residence. Faizabad was not yet 
founded and he is said to hava 
held court in a tent, pitched in the 
Keorah forest on the banks of the 
Ghaghra. 2 
— — He also constructed a. ‘bangla’ 
- (shooting box) around which he 
raised a mud wall with a bastion 
on each corner as in a fort. This 
enclosure. was large enough to 
house his cavalry, infantry and 
_ artillery. The houses he built were 
| of mud, and after his death in 
| the time of Safdarjung, this town 
came to be called Faizabad. Shuja. 
- ud-daula succeeded him and mada 
Faizabad his capital and started 
living there in 1765. 
.. During the time 6f Shuja-ud- 
daula, Faizabad attained а praos- 
verity which it never saw again, 
Merchants from Persia, China and 
Europe regularly visited the city 
which is said to have had several 
ешш laid out gardens, 


C. Macpherson wrote in 


Soldiering in India that in 1733, 
his new fort and palace were still 


being constructed and that 40,000. 


men worked daily on the construc- 
ton. The walls of the new fort 
were 60°feet thick. ; 
Shuja-ud-daula had a very effi- 
cient intelligence department 
which employed 18.000 couriers 
so that news from Poona reached 
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; The ruins of Moti Mahal in.Fazabad, which now enclose a village. 


Faizabad on the ninth day and 
from Kabul on the twelfth. He 
spent Rs 2,16,000 a year on this 
service. Shuja-ud-daula died in 
Faizabad on January 26, 1775 and 
was succeeded by  Asaf-ud.daula 
who moved his capital to Luck- 
now seven years after his  acce-. 


- ssion. 


Shuja-ud-daula left his mother 
Nawab Begum and his wife Bahu 
Begum a treasure estimated then 
at Rs 2 crores. In the time of Asaf- 
ud-daula the East India Company 
began interfering in the affiars of 
Oudh, and to meet their demands, 
he took Rs 30 lakhs from his 
mother and borrowed Rs 26 lakhs. 
The demands continued and when 
Asaf-ud-daula really could not 
afford to pay, Warren Hastings 
assisted him in forcibly taking the 
treasure from the Begums. . 

In the first weok of January 
1782. a British detachment march- 
ed to Faizabad and supported the 
Nawab's troops. The  Begums 
too eunuchs were forced to part 
with the treasure. Later, the 
spoliation of the Begums of Oudh 
formed one of the charges in the 
impeachment of Warren Hastings. 

„ОЕ Bahu Begum, W. Hoey in 
his Memories of Faizabad: . “No 
one woman in all the 32 subahs 
of India can be held up in these 
days as her - rival in either the 
grandeur of her surroundin 
the ‘respect she commands.” 

From Bahu Begum’s death at 
86 in 1815 till-he annexation of 
Oudh, the city of Faizabad fell 
into decay. ГЫ 
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Faizabads prosperous pa t 
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a two-metre trench the „eu 

and had hit natural soil, meee 

there was nothing beyond pU 
А ; à 


had also dug another tren MEN 
ruimed stone terrace, jos AE à 
Erave, and had found nothing quie 
either. “We intend to examine EM 
well and if we find nothir ` 
just call it off. In any 
aren't going to continue 
Merch ae 
ccording to him other 

treasure hunts had always ende 
failures. Не mentioned one 2 
Bhuragarh, near Banda and another 
one at the Charkhari Fort. He said. 
as if it were the bane of his Ет 
istence, that there were some polit 
cians who believed that treasure 
troves bv the dozen could be found 
with a little digging. but as far ag 
he was concerned, the whole thin 
was absurd. He had not even E 
the copper plate, because, to all in- 
tents and purposes, they were look. 
ing for archaéological finds and not 
treasure. 


tha 

1g we will 

Case, 
beyond 


YUNUS BEG's tailoring. shop is in 
E a 


dilapidated backlane in 
Ameenabad, the old city of Lucknow. 
It consists of one small, low-ceiling. 
ed room with drab, scarred walls 
and a couple of battered Singers. He 
was not there when I arrived. His 
brother, Irshad, said he had gone to 
a nearby mosque for his afternoon 
prayers and would be back in half 
an hour. I asked him if he knew 
anything: about the treasure and he 
said he was not interested in these 
things and continued to carefully 
iron a pair of very flared trousers, 
sitting on a wooden plank on the 
floor. 

People walked in and out of the 
shop looking for  "masterji" who 
seemed to have become a celebrity 
of sorts. They were impressed that 
a journalist had come all the wav 
from Delhi to see him and said that 
I was lucky to find him in Lucknow 
at all, since he now spent most of 
his time in Faizabad. “Poor old 
Yunus," said a doctor who had been 
in Yunus’ house at the time of the 
Income Tax raid, “he has really 
been working hard to find this 
treasure. But Im sure they'll nng 
something in the end, or why shou 
the Government have agreed 0 
look?” 


later. He 
descript man with a dishevelled and 
unshaven air. ue gaye me the 1m 
ression. that he spen 
Eine praying or thinking about the 
treasure. He told me, in surprising 
educated Urdu, that he was Jtem 
but had acquired a history book, апа 
had someone else read to him ү 
history of the Nawabs of Oudh. наї 
had’ discovered from the book abad 
Shuja-ud-daula had made Faiz 
his capital and that . 
treasure was originally his, parted 
surmised that it would also be 1 

at Faizabad and this theory had. 
him to the East-West grave, 40 
added that he had made nean У, т 
trips to Faizabad since the. 
plate was confiscated in 9 
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plate had been handed down to him 
from his ancestor Sanahfllah Beg. 

Yunus, a man of religious ag well 

es superstitious faith, said he po. 

lieved he would find the treasure 

because a "peer" (holy man) whom 
‘he had once visited had predicted | 

day be a very rich | 

man. When I mentioned that the { x 

archaeological people didn't think pe 


they were likely to find anything he | 
gazed thoughtfully into Space for a | 
few ‘minutes, slowly chewing his 
paan, and said: “Do you believe 
"dn spirits?" Slightly taken aback, I 
said I didn't. He gazed on thought- 
fully, continued chewing his paan, 
and said: “We Muslims believe in 
Spirits, and I don't think these spirits 
will let just anybody find the treasure 
... You have to have the right hands, 
you have to be destined, just as it 
wes destiny that took me to Faiza- 
bad and made me find the right 
place." He then mumbled some. 
thing about a "baba" who had told 
him that the treasure lay more in 
the direction of Ayodhya, but then 
quickly changed the subject, saying 


he could not give everything away. The unusual East-West grave, which is believed to hold the treasure. Its 
I asked him iat he intended to digging was held up for fear of offending Muslim susceptibilities. 
c ex eA шн M Mea eer. 


do with the money if it did show bee BEAT > 
up, end he said that he would start TR PERSE 8 Oi 
oft by sending 50,000 widows on haj The other significant On | 
and would then spend some money barking, Lor Ue MEC X^ cB 
helping destitutes...Beyond that he given by © K Lat He id he 
had not thought. missioner, Mr S. К. Lal. He sai 
Yunus, with help from two law. had found a historical reference E. 
yers whom he has hired purely in Коша ык tus аат 
connection with the treasure hunt, dota m КИ ЕЛ cedente e ОК 
seemed to be more than aware of Wh Q AE EE Glia, acit 
what his rights as chief informant Where an iderabl Sere REOS 
were. He seemed to think he was despite considerable рге id o 
being fobbed off with a mere 10 per her stepson Naseeruadin На REI 
cent when he could rightly claim 33  £'yone' except a fat uw Ее 
percept е coula nol xplain how Eis pose that in The quara te 
he had worked that out but said his Shah, the copper plate somehow got 
RUNE ene into the hands of Yunus’ soldier- 
The Assistant Direotor of the UP ancestor. 


State Archives, Mr Rajendra Baha: 5 A SE -a-half- 
dur, was one of the first people fo Re ыры ор: 
visit the East-West grave. Не went train ri i CTO OE 
with Yunus and a representative of the journey to rea hichesimentions 
the Income Tax Department (іп UR сасе Калар MER vet 
January 1977 and made a report on Saada ibility of a begum. har 
the basis of which the hunt began. another possibility | It did 
He told me: “When we arrived ing rM DE so. but A Ў 
hole in the айе of the graue so {ald thal Shujaud йаш: wite Bahu Digging in progres near Moti Mahal, 
гое d ERE an ane Е peeun estimata d | at Bs 2 crores. Faizabad : wi someting turn up? 
: : -ud-daula w \ а : " : S 
Was scared of ghosts, and the оор Нео Шр ofthe British and Moti Mahal, is now just a few walls 
шап was a believer in Sal Вара Warren Hastings had demanded from and roken P a 
nyway this. brick wen sae him huge sums of money, whic 06 i a me ge. 
DURER re ie Hastings then Ше forme: palace 
Me OI i im i in i 
i i ‚ assisted him in go Т 
bei Ше ras ata yes an extort Mhe maney um Мз shaded much 
Probably UE о at all.” mother Bani Bo nation Ойсег А 
According to Mr Bahadur, ШЕ met me at the station and оа ха Мар which was. 
Ms have once SAU till quite surprised that there should be S major “ш nt 
леге but it was unlikely to € US so much sudden interest in the е graveyard, or former hun 
толы Hai Jf wou ars emus ut himsel? had mevet pape i Sealy bang he rt 
enüoned that, i 59 site. A D stri: aining | 
While starting a hunt on "s basis peen RE a nondescript, unattrac- — Fast-West grave is n 
or thé clues provided in ш FORES tive town that has been built on the n stone graves, bu 
Pipe ала. also because о Б was ruins of what must have been a tional direction. 
PENA qs газли "e Rd been really beautiful city. 1n almost also about 250 
ae арреат LOA ANC Iso re. every Street there are the remains West grave is 
a hunting lodge. History also re others and on 
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the Oudh nawabs, built $hiliqiagüc 
near Ayodhya, 
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This treasure belongs to the rulers of Kharigarh. When Nawab Shuja- 
ud-daula Е this place it . became known to him that КОК 
existed underground a fabulous and vast treasure. He became: : n 
mined to have the above said treasure dug out but when his men tha ag 
come with him from Oudh tried digging it up, their young iftud 
precious lives would be snatched by Death. Fifty goats were sari pa 
and his Ministers advised him to be careful since the measure elonge 
to Hindus and was probably beima guarded by powerfu spira 5 
A pandit was found and ‘asked what could be gene 2 possess e 
treasure. The Pandit said that it аз. in his knowledge that the ешге 
was being quarded by Narsingh and Bhatravi and tar UR man who 
wished to possess would first. have to make асе d ne god ee He 
Suggested that statues of gold be made and Se T е ет 
Bhagirathi. They should be five ‘ser’. five ‘tolas’ an | ce mas s 
weight. After this the treasure would belong forever з B ү е men who 
made the sacrifice. ilf he refused, however, WG eo m aug 0 се 
terrible. difficulties and lots of people would be - ae vam i 
made (he sacrifice and took the AU LUE orma ground. It was wor 
ў ! orm 0 . б 
3 стото tuore: and DN Md his descendants used une сасе until 
finally in the time of Naseeruddin Haider there was a 5. 8 crores 
worth remaining. 
it in a Shikargah. 


Then Khurd Mahal took it from the King and buried - 
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which points East, : "d 
North of the grave, under a EE 
peepal tree, is the whitewashed 
grave of a Sufi saint called Jungi 
Shaheed, where Yunus prays, when 
he comes to the site, almost every 
other day. West of the grave is a _ 
field full of wild flowers around а ee 
ruined terrace, near which the 
Second trench has been dug and 
beyond this, in a guava orchard, is 
an old well which, local people 
believe, is connected to the grave by 
an underground tunnel. Not far 
from the well are two stone struc- 
tures of the same period, which 
locals call the baroodkhana or am- 
munition dump. Around the entire 
area is a broken wall, which could 
well have enclosed the hunting 
lodge. 

Mr Rajaram Pal, Exploration and 
Excavation Officer, the man in charge 
of the digging, confirmed that .the 
place could well have been a shikar- 
gah. He also said that in his opinion, 
the grave was not a real grave and 
it had been used to conceal treasure, 
but he felt the treasure had been 
removed. In the 1.40-metre trench 
beside the grave he showed me a 
semicircular mark, about three feet 
wide, which he said indicated that 
the grave had been tampered with 
about fifty years ago. He added 
that they were not yet sure whether 
they could dig up the grave without 
offending local Muslim sentiment, but 
felt that they would probably have 
to, if they were to settle the matter 
once and for all. 

He also emphasised that this was 
supposed to be an archaeological 
digging operation and nota treasure 
hunt but that they had found noth- 
ing much of archaeological value 
except a few bricks and some broken 
‘pieces of pottery. The bricks аге 
large afd could have belonged to a 
Kushan period temple, around the 
2nd century B.C. The pottery pieces 
could date back to between 400 and 
1.000 B.C. but according to Mr Pal, 
the 19-acre site, acquired .by the 
State Government, was unlikely to 
vield a cultural sequence that might 
be of value. Twenty five workers 
and four professionals have been 
working at the site since. February 25. 
^ The graveyard, despite Yunus’ 
fears, has not so far turned up with 
any visible ghosts, but one of the 
trenches did yield a human skull, 
So digging had to stop. 3 

Local authorities seemed quite 
excited about the treasure hunt. The 
city magistrate told me that it was 
his “personal not official” opinion that 
something would be found. They 
also intended to grant the treasure- ; 
hunters permission to drain the well 
in which, if nothing else, they would _ 
probably find some dacoit loot, since 8 
the area was used by dacoits as аф 
hideout about thirty years ago. 

On the day I was leaving Faizabed, ' 
nne of the diggers claimed to have ¢ 
found two more East-West graves, 
similar to the one Yunus found, . 
bevond the well and this put t 
fnture of the hunt into even mor 
of a balance, The  archaeolo 
wanted to stop: the treasure é 
wanted to continue. 1 
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One man against an empire ` 


Exclusive extracts from 
"Farewell the Trumpets” 
the trilogy by JAMES 
MORRIS, which explains 
why the Raj ended. Nar- 
rated here is the story of 
Jallianwalla Bagh and 
the role that Gandhi played 
in expelling the Raj. 

BEM ea ae TT: 


THE MEANTIME, while this 

frail new empire came  fitfully 
into being, a terrible event occurred 
in. the greatest of the old possessions, 
. india, providing one of those markets 
in time, like the Indian Mutiny or 
the Boer War, by which imperial 
-patterns can best be traced. It was 


the massacre at Amritsar; which was 
recognized even then as the worst of 
all steins upon the imperial record. 

It happened in a public enclosure, 
something between a square, a rub- 
bish dump and a garden, called the 
Jallianwalla Bagh, in the very heart 
of Amritsar. ‘This was a venerable 
city of the Punjab, and it contained 
the holiest shrine of the Sikhs, the 
Golden Temple, where the splendid 
major-domos of the faith, sashed and 
staved, all day long marshalled the 
pilgrims towards their holy places be- 
side the pool. The city was a brown 
maze oi narrow streets, mud-paved, 
always crowded, with open-fronted 
bazaar shops, and toppling merchants’ 
houses, and foetid lanes. with open 
drains. It was a highly-strung and 
volatile place, like most such sacred 
sites, and in April 1919 it was in a 
state of uproar. A wave of nationa- 
list protest had been sweeping India, 
yet another epilogue to the Great 
War, and in Amritsar there had been 
ricts and demonstrations, culmina- 
ting in the deaths of five Englishmen 
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and an assault upon an 
woman missionary, riding her 
innocently through the town. 

Nobody doubted that the Briti 
would retaliate, but by now the dis 
was too inflamed to count the risk: 
though public assemblies had beep 
forbidden, on April 15 some hum 
dreds of people deliberately and de. 
fiantly crowded into the Jallianwalla 
Bagh for a political meeting. It was 
an ominous scene. The Bagh, sur. 
rounded by high walls, was ` sunk 
below the level of the  surroundin 
streets, and overlooked on all sides 
by towering houses, and this gave it 
rather the feeliiz of a prison exer. 
cise yard, or a place of execution, 
There were only three  entrances: 
two gates at the southern end, and 
a narrow passage, hardly wide 
enough for two men to pass, at the 
north-west corner. 

Near this passage a patriotic 
orator, clambering on to a pile of 
rubble, began to read to the crowd a 
passionate poem of liberty. With 
every word the tension 


English 
bicycle 


rose. The 
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péople swayed, stirred, sighed, and 
sometimes shouted responses: and 
the heat was so great, the place so 
jammed, the emotion of the Occasion 
so high, that one could almost feel 
the heart of the crowd thumping 
there, and hear its excited breath- 
ing. This was elemental India— "life 
chained to an imperfect mind", as the 
poet Rabindranath Tagore described 
it—uncouth but innocent, too big for 
itself, furious when excited, docile 
and endearing when calm. It was a 
crowd in short, like most Indian 
crowds, assembled there partly out 
of conviction, partly in the hope of 
profit, partly for something to do, It 
was a dangerous crowd. 

Suddenly there was a rumble of 
heavy automobile engines outside the: 
walls, and people near the entrance 
passage could see, gleaming in the 
Street outside, the brown steel shape 
of an armoured car. In a moment 
the corridor was full of armed men, 
pushing their way fiercely into the 
garden, and оп to the higher ground 
behind the speaker. One or two 
were English officers, some were 
Baluchis, some were Gurkha rifle- 
men, taut purposeful little mercena- 
ries like tamed wild beasts, with 
rifles in their hands and kukris at 
their belts. In a matter of moments 
they were briskly deployed along the 


top of the garden, and were kneeling . 


with loaded rifles facing the crowd. | 
The speaker did not at first notice 
the commotion behind him, but. some 


of the crowd at once made for the. 


gates, or took cover behind a small 
stone shrine that stood half-way 
down the garden. When the orator 
looked over his shoulder, and saw 
the soldiers kneeling 
shouted to the crowd not to be alarm- 
ed—they would ‘never shoot—they 
only had blank cartridges. Hardly 


had he spoken than a command rang . 


out, and the impassive Gurkhas, 


obedient as machines, began to shoot. 


at point-blank range into the crowd. 
The panic was frightful. People 
fought each other to get to the gates. 
They scrabbled at high walls, they 
trampled one another down, they 
rushed this way and that, they tried 
to hide, to take shelter behind each 
other, to lie flat on the ground. The 
Gurkhas were unmoved. Loading in 
their own ‘time, they aimed especial- 
ly at the two éxits at the bottom 
of the garden, until the gates were 
jammed with dead and wounded 
Indians, and nobody else could 
escape. З 


TE shooting went on for about 
six minutes. When the soldiers 
withdrew again dowa the alley, and 
the armoured cars returned to their 
barracks with a reverberation of gear 
changes among the city lanes, 379 
people had been killed, and’ another 
1,600.wounded. The Bagh was litter- 
ed with corpses and wounded men, 
blood trickled горар the dust, an 


- Jallianwalla Bagh, 


there, be 
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Mohammad Ali Jinnah. 


when dusk fell upon the carnage, 
and the last survivors had left 
Square terrified and aghast, women 
and children crept around the garden 
searching for their menfolk—turning 
bodies over, inspecting shattered 
faces, or simply squatting helplessly 
among the horror. Later the jackals 


. and pi-dogs arrived: and since a cur- 


few was in force, by ten o'clock 
there was scarcely а; sound іп 
but the rustling 
and gnawing of.these animals, the 
moaning of the wounded; and the 
echoing voices of the British patrols 
outside, tramping with cocked rifles 
through the shuttered: streets. 


` . This was ‘the tragedy of Amritsar, : 


when Brigadier-General Reginald 
Dyer, CB, felt it his duty to make 
an object lesson. of the demonstra- 
tors in the Jallianwalla Bagh. Не 
was obliged to resign his commis- 
sion, but he had many supporters, 
for he believed he was  forestalling 
another Indian Mutiny. His. superior 
officers condoned his action: 
guardians of the Golden Temple en- 
rolled him into the Brotherhood of 
Sikhs; the House of Lords passed a 
motion in his support; the readers of 
the Morning Post subscribed a 
£25,000 testimonial; in his attitude 
as in his orders he was only reflect- 
ing an innate sense of, inadequacy 
that would presently. debilitate the 
British in India. Still, as. Winston 
Churchill said, it was an episode 
“without precedent or parallel in the 
modern history of the British Em- 
pire... an extraordinary | event, an 
event which stands in singular and 
sinister isolation”. 

This was true: at least since 1858, 
the British had seldom behaved 
murderously towards their Subjects, 
except in battle. But then the situa. 
tion in India im the years after the 
Great War was itself without prece- 
dent or parallel. The truth’ 
dawnin 
State Museum, Hazratgan|. 
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sub-continent that their dominion, 
still absolute after so many genera ^ 
tions. was foreseeably coming to an 
end. India was not like any other 
British possession, not a casual ac. 
quisition, or a hazily conceived name 
in a Statistical chart, or a colony 
settled in by cousins, or even a 
fashionably recommended invest- 
ment. India was part of the British 
truth, the other half of a mirrar, 
-“the stern step-mother of our race", 


India had long since filtered 
back to Britain, too. Maharajahs 
were common figures of London 
society. Indian cricketers and polo 
Players were popular performers, . 
There had been Indian Members of 
Parliament, Indian university pro- 
fessors, even an Indian peer—Lord 
Sinha of Raipur, Privy Councillor 
and Freeman of the City of London. 
Monuments of .the Indian connection 
were scattered across Britain, from 
war memorials to the country hou- 
ses of nabobs, from village wells 
donated’ by. benevolent Maharajahs 
to the cemetery. high on the Sus- 
Sex hills, ot the Indian soldiers who 
had died at their hospital in Brigh- 
ton during the Great War, India 
was more than Empire. In an illo- 
gical way it was, to the British and 
to many Indians too, a part of Eng- 
land, a distant part that only a 
minority knew, but so  interwoven 
with English destinies that the 
association seemed indivisible. 

There was profit in it, even now. 
India was ome of the most valuable 
fields of British investment—in 1914 
some £800 million of capital was 
invested there. Rubber, coffee, 
indigo, tea, coal, jute, railways — 
all ‘these Indian industries were very 


mills in the 1920s were said to be 
making an annual profit of 90 per 
cent. India provided a  sizable 
army for the imperial defence 
(paid for out of Indian revenues), 
not to speak of the prestige and 
authority which accrued from the 
mastery of this vast possession in 
the east, and generations of English- 
men had benefited directly from the 
Indiaw lik. : 


BYE te relationship went much 
| deeper. Most men entering the 
Indian services now had some fami- 
ly connection with 
families Ке the Rivett-Carnacs, the: 
Maynes, 
the Lawrences or the Cottons 


long since . idealized their pu 
in the east, and evolved folk-m 


vision peculiar to themsel 5 
paternal part loving, part с 
tuous. They were selective 
affections. The шшер 
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the more rural the countryside. 
Many of them.went through life in 
a profound condition of love-hate 
detesting the filth, disease and cor. 
ruption of India 
sionately devoted to 
chosen aspects of it. Nobody 
pleased an Anglo-Indian more than 
an upright Rajasthani soldier of the 
old school : nobody repelled him 
more absolutely than some young 
law graduate of Bengal, with his 
progressive ideas and his never 
quite perfect English. Іп fact the 
British were still Strangers in the 
land, for their knowledge of Indian 
culture. was seldom profound, even 
alter generations in the country, 
and they saw the Ereat sub-conti- 
nent only through their own expe- 
riences. The Indian totality was as 
baffling to them as to anyone else— 
"I felt", wrote one more than 
usually frank British District Officer, 
describing his relationship with his 


their own 


subjects, “like a man wandering 
about with a dim, lantern in the 
dark.” 


By ihe 1920s the ancient associa- 
tion was changing. The British 
were losing interest in their Empire, 
and there was a falling-off of recruit- 
ment for the Indian services. The 
Indians were restive and disillusion- 
ed, and joined the nationalist move- 
ment in their hundreds of thou- 
sands. A million Indians had served 
the British during the Great War, 
and everybody expected concessions 
of independence in return. The 
moderates wanted Dominion status, 
like the white settler: colonies, the 
extremists wanted to be quit of the 
Empire altogether. They were 
angry and disappointed when all the 
British conceded was the system 
called dyarchy, which certainly gave 
Indians a far greater share in gov- 
ernment, but was a long way from 
liberty. The British genuinely 
thought dyarchy a great step forward 
— "the war had compelled England”, 
wrote Lionel Curtis of it, “to recog- 
nize that the -principles for which 
she was fighting... must be extended 
to Asia and Africa.” The Indians 
thought it a miserable reward for 
their loyalty, or alternatively an in- 
adequate concession to their 
demands. 

Soa sense of impending change 
came over India, in the years after 
the Great War, not ,unlike the 
rumours and superstitions that had 
swept through 
“The people are 
restless", reported а регсіріепі 
Deputy Commissioner to his supe- 
rlors in 1918, “and discontented and 
ripe for the revolution”; and iu 
that very year the revolution had be- 
Eun. The Rowlatt Acts, giving the 
British Government almost unlimited 
Powers against Indian subversives, 
Were its spark. Mahatma Gandhi 
was its prophet. 1 

We last saw Gandhi toiling down 
the slopes of Spion Kop as a humble 
and ıuyal stretcher-bearer, but since 
then 
princedom of 


minuscule Gujarati 


as a whole, pas-. 


the country before - 
, the Indian Mutiny. 
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Field Marshall Wavell greets Lord Mountbatten on his arrival m India. 


Porbandar, on the shore of the Ara- 
bian Sea, he had been trained as a 
lawyer in London, and had briefly 
Anglicized himself, dressing in high 
white collar and dark suit, cultivat- 
ing the art of small talk, even learn- 
ing the violin, before gravitating to 
South Africa as legal adviser to an 
Indian firm in Durban. 
had taken to politics, by way of the 
grievances of the Indian community, 
and had become well known . as a 
champion of Indian rights and self- 
respect. Returning to India in 1914, 
he plunged at once into the furious 
world of nationalism, arguing first 
for Indian Home Rule, later for com- 
plete independence, and reverted to 
his Indian origins. Now he dressed 
altogether Indian style, professed a 
frugal vegetarianism, and year by 
year prepared himself for the vatic 
role he was to play in the struggle 
for Indian liberty. 

Nobody then, nobody later, knew 
quite what to make of Gandhi — 
Mahatma Gandhi, Gandhi the Pure 
Soul, Gandhi of the round disarming 
spectacles and the toothless smile. 
He shared with T.E. Lawrence the 
quality of enigma, so that he seemed 
to one man a saint, to another a 
hypocrite, and sometimes seemed to 
exchange the roles from one day to 
the next. A very small man, 5 foot 
4 inches, and slight to the point of 
emaciation, he had vivid black eyes, 
spoke very pure English with a ves- 
tigial South African accent, and 
enthralled .nearly everyone with his 
suggestion of almost unearthly wis- 
dom. “The unknown looked out at 
us through his eyes”, said the most 
wordly of his disciples, Jawaharlal 
Nehru, and Lloyd George reported 
that when Gandhi visited him at his 
home in Surrey, an unknown black 
cat bounded through the window to 
settle on Gandhi's lap—it left when 
ihe Mahatma left, and was never 
seen again. г 

Gendhi was sweet-natured, but sly. 


brity. 
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calculating and self-conscious in 


There he, 


others. Like Lawrence again, he 
well understood the value of publi- 
city. Like many another Indian 
guru, he veiled his shrewdness in 
platitudes and truisms, and some- 
times cheapened it with opportunism. 
There was something sterile about 
him. Not only did he foreswear, in 
middle life, all sexual activities, but 
he had no eye for nature, and his 
equipoise was essentially uncreative. 
His repeated political fasts to the 
death never were to the death, as 
the British wryly noted, and there 
was to him an irritating element of 
crankiness and faddism, not to men- 
tion senctimony—“I cannot free my- 
self from that subtlest of tempta- 
tions”, he once wrote in all solem- 
nity, “the desire ‘to serve.” “The 
saint has left our shores”, General 
Smuts wrote when Gandhi left South 
Africa for the last time, “I sincerely 
hope for ever": yet Smuts fell be- 
neath his charm too, for. even at his 
mest contumacious Gandhi remained 
a being of consummate serenity and 
fappeal—'like a good night's sleep”, 
is how one contemporary described 
the effect of his presence. А 


HOUGH Gandhi came to command 

a universal audience, he was spe- 
cifically a man of his time, place and 
opportunity. His time was the first 
half of the twentieth century, the 
century of disillusionment; his place 
was an India still primitive and illi- 
terate, but given new cohesion by 
modern communications and political 
ideas; his opportunity was the waning 
confidence of a generally kindly, cer- 
tainly not sadistic Empire. “We ‘all 
feel”, Lord Minto. the Viceroy had 
written in 1907, “that we are mere 
sojourners in the land, that we are 
only camping, and on jhe march’. 
Gandhi's time had come, coe 

He was an Anglophile. “Har 

ever have I known anybody 
wrote of himself in his уо 
cherish such loyalty as I : 
Constitution...I 
Englishmen in loya 
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Silent machines. Idle equipment. Factory 
haunted by ghosts of idle man-hours. 
Victims of power shortages and cuts. 
b This is the backdrop to your production/ 
power needs graph. 
3 j And further power cuts may come anytime. 
How to deal with them? i 
4 With PRIME POWER FROM WV DIESEL 
ы ; GENSETS S 
. Any genset may give you immediate relief. " pecial governors to match sudden, 


{ But the WV sets solve not only your NONE inductive furnace loads. = | ME 
‘ immediate problems but also take care of * Over 20% ultimate savings through | ш 
[ your needs investment allowance | a 


Here is what you can get from the ҮҮ  * IDBI Deferred payment facility available, | 
sets: * Countrywide network for pre-and-post | по 
* Engines specially designed for prime sales service. 4 | 

power generation. Suitable for 24 hour Genset buying represents a long term captial | са 
` Continuous operation. investment, =` É | on 

* Wide range : 160 KVA, 230 KVA, Plan NOW with WV engines and recover 

310 KVA, 365 KVA your investment in less than 3 years. ` 

« Slow speed reliability; longer life; 

economical operation. 
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May we help you select the Genset best 
Suited to your needs? 
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Kirloskar Oil Engines Ltd mae: 
Laxmanrao Kirloskar Marg, Khadki, Pune 411 003 5 


Offices at: Gauhati, Patna, Calcutta, Lucknow 
Cochin, New Delhi, Rajkot. і 
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Sold & serviced by : = 


Escorts Limited | 
Bombay. Delhi, Madras, Calcutta, Cochin, Pune, Bangalore, Secunderabad, Visakhapattanam. 
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He was. decorated for his courage in 
the Boer War, and for years conti- 
nued to declare his devotion, if not 
to the British Empire, at least to the 
British: “The Emperorship must go 
but I should love to be an equal part- 
ner with Britain, sharing her joys 
and sorrows." In many ways indeed 


his ideas were those, oriental tem- . 


pered, of an English gentleman, and 
he often Anglicized Indian philoso. 
phical techniques, One of his favou- 
rite poems was Kipling's If, one of 
his favourite hymns was Newman's 
Lead, Kindly Light. Even politically 
he was often attuned to the public 
school spirit.. “True democracy”, he 
once wrote, “is not inconsistent with 
a few persons representing the spirit, 
the hope and the aspirations of those 
whom they claim to represent’ 
Lord Milner’s views exactly. 

Over the years his ideas -of 
national independence became fused 
with thoughts about human dignity, 
raising the struggle for Indian eman- 
cipation to a level beyond the vision 
of the Easter Rising heroes, or the 
groping patriots of Nyasaland. For 
Gandhi Indian nationhood was only 
an aspect of human fulfilment, appli- 
cable to all, and it was lucky for 
him that the British in India were, 
by and large, tolerant and sympa- 
thetic rulers, so that he was able to 
work out his moralities on a politi- 
cal stage, without being shot on the 
spot. 

Gandhi’s revolutionary formula 
was a conglomeration of foibles, dog- 
mas and contradictions—political am- 
bition, social theory, religious precept, 
racial pride, personal intuition. He 
rationalized it all into a single meta- 
physic, and called it satyagraha— 
truth-force. If imperialism was essen- 
tially a glorification of force, satya- 
graha was just the opposite—it pos- 
tulated, Gandhi said, “the conquest 
of an adversary by suffering in one’s 


own person". .It was indiscriminate 
in application. By its means Gandhi 
pulled together all the separate 


threads of Indian. discontent, social, 
economic, political, historical, апа 
wove them into a radical movement 
of incalculable power.  Satyagraha 
was the means: the énd was swaraj, 
independence, which was as much 
a personal as a national condition. 
India could not be herself while 
aliens ruled her, and Indians could 
not be altogether themselves. 

To the Indian masses Gandhi be- 
came semi-divine. They believed him 
capable of miraculous feats, flying 
or vanishing, and at the peak of his 
powers his hold over their emotions 


was absolute. Women of all ranks. 


became passionate nationalists; an 


` army of children, the Monkey Army, 


became the couriers and Scavengers 
of the movement, like the Fianna 
Boys in Ireland. The people did not 
understand him, though, and he did 
not always understand them. He was 
repeatedly warned, by friends as by 
that satyagraha, hazily: 
grasped by a vast illiterate populace, 
would inevitably lead to violence; 
nevertheless, when the Rowlatt Acts 
were announced, he launched a 
nation-wide protest against them, 


qx 


E ey NIC I en va 
B allianwala Bagh 
The result: was savagery all over 
India. Everywhere the mob came 
out in Gandhi’s name, breaking win- 
dows in Calcutta, destroying offices 
in Bombay, molesting the missionary 
.in Amritsar. 

The British seriously thought they 
might have a second Mutiny on their 
hands, and responded with -massive 
troop movements, arrests, curfews 
and prohibitions. “I have made a 
Himalayan miscalculation”, Gandhi 
said, surveying the bloodshed and 
misery that swept -across the coun- 
try: and in Amritsar General Dyer 
gave the order to fire. Y i 

Gandhi recognized that force as 
such could not expe! the Raj. British 
firepower was still overwhelming in 
India, and there were many more 
Dyers ready to obey their inherited 
instincts of command. Other revo- 
lutionary methods were needed. 
Most Indian rebels appealed to the 
past—Gandhi looked to the future, 
“He was like a powerful current of: 
fresh air that made us stretch our- 
selves and take deep breaths", wrote 
Nehru. Until Gandhi, Nehru said, 
fear was dominant in India—fear of 
the army, of the police, of prison, of 
unemployment, of starvation, of 
usury, of landlords and agents. Fear 
kept things as they were, and allow- 
‘ed the British to retain control. 
Gandhi changed all that. He delibe- 
rately made use of Indio’ 4isadvan- 
¢ages, her poverty and backwardness, 
to reinforce his own methods, and 


so very soon became master of the. 
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‘caused it, Amritsar convinced Gandhi 


‘achieved, but 


British cantonment. 


Indian political scene. 


who wished to progress more sedate- 
ly towards more limited goals were 

left impotent and discredited. _ 
Though his own misjudgement had 


that compromise with the British was - 
now impossible—sinful, he said at 
the time. General ate could not 
have guessed it, but his prompt ac- 
tion in the Bagh that day was a 
signal of retreat. So horrified Was 
the world by the massacre, so shaken 
and even remorseful were €he British 
themselves, so infuriated еге. ће 
Indians, that swaraj immediately. 
assumed a new force, and from that 
movement until the end of the Em- 
pire, the true initiative was always х 
with the Indians. In a moral sense, N 
thanks to the sacrifice in the Jallian- —_ 
walla Bagh, they were free already. 


Г was to prove a muddled апа 
ambiguous progress. Sometimes 
the impetus seemed to wane, and the 
British thought the worst was over. 
Sometimes Gandhi withdrew from. 
politics, devoting his energies to 
more eccehtric causes—his moye- 
ment for the spinning of cloth, for 
instance, which, with its preposterous 
cameos of plump financiers and bony 
politicians sitting ungainly at their 
spinning-wheels, struck even the 
devoted Nehru as ludicrous. Some- 
times non-violence failed, and the 
Indian masses burst into riot again. 
They were convulsive times in India, 
not because anything solid was 
erhaps because both 
sides were beginning to sense their 
own strengths and weaknesses—the 
Indians riding the tide of history, 
but weakened by their own feuds 
and rivalries, the British gradually - 
relinquishing the will to rule. The 
balance was changing, and if people 
did not always realize it consciously, 
unknowingly they responded, British 
and Indians alike. Once in the 1920s 
Gandhi was arrested; to be charged 
with subversion, and the puzzled, al- 
most pained sensitivity of the presi 
ding magistrate, Robert Broomfield, 
exactly reflects the bewilderment of 
the time. The case was heard in the 
Circuit House at Ahmedabad, in 
Gandhi’s own province of Gujarat. 
This was not a court-room, but a 
house used by visiting judges and 
officials, and. was. chosen because it 
Stood on the outskirts of th 
away from the mob and close 


simply a room, and though Eu 
Policemen guarded the door, 
‘clutch of British officials sat i 
front seats, and Sir Thomas Strang- 
man the Advocate-General had come 
especially from Bombay to condu 
the prosecution, still the atmosphe 
was informal. There was no dock 
witness-box.. ithe ct 
wore the white hom 
atriotic movement, and 
hi entered the room, w 
a loin-cloth himse]f. they 
their feet in his honour. — 


stood 


To be continued 
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hite to play — how should the game go? 


Continuation of Position No. 1 

This was a position that occurred in a game, 
Schulman-Sandler, played at Baldonnaix 
last year: rbk1; 5ррр; 3R1P2: 205; 
1рР1рзЗ; 146; 5P1P; 6K1. 

White won by 1. Q—QR5, R—KB1; 2. 
Q—KNS5, resigns, since mate is inevitable 
after 2. . , P—N3; 3. Q—R6. 

The pendulum motion of the Queen is a 
neat blending of two basic themes; (1) mate 
on the back rank and (2) mate with Q and 
pawn on N7. : 


Chapter of errors 

When we win what we think is a good game 
of chess, we cherish the fond illusion that it 
is comparatively free from errors, at least 
as far as we are concerned. In actual prac- 
tice the occasions on which such games are 
flawless are as rare as the phoenix. 

l used to believe that the great masters, at 

any rate, played games that were faultless; 
but after watching the world championship 
match this year between Karpov and Korch- 
noi in the Philippines ! came to the conclu- 
sion that they were just as fallibleas the rest 
of us. Neither grandmaster nor international 
master seem to be able to escape from this 
blight of blunders. As for ordinary national 
masters, consider the following bright game 
that was played in an international tourna- 
ment at Leipzig this year. Both the players 
concerned are classed as national masters, 
the winner from East Germany and the loser 
rom Cuba. 1 
White, T. Casper. Black, L. Bueno. 
Sicilian Defence. 
1. P—K4, P—QB4; 2. N—QB3, N—QB3; 3. 
P—KN3, P—KN3; 4. B—N2, B—N2; 5. 
P—Q3, P—Q3;6. N—R3, P—K4; 7. P—B4, 
KN—K2; 8. O—O, O—O; wrongly allowing 
the enemy BP to advance; correct was 8.., 
PxP. 

9. P—B5, P—B3; a disagreeable neces- 
sity; White gets an overwhelming. attack 
after 
9... PxP; 10. PXP, BxP; 11. хв, NXR; 
12.B—K4. 


10. P—KN4. This obvious move ‘is 
nevertheless not the best move which was 
simply 10. P x P. " 

10... , P—KNA. Nor, as will be seen, is this 
the best. Correct was 10. ., N—Q5; to which 
White intended replying 11. N—K2. 


11. Nx P, PxN; 12, Bx P, P—KR3; 13. 
B—K3, N—Q5; 14 P.— 184, P—04; realising 
that passive defence will not do against the. 
threatened pawn advance Black decides to 
Counter-attack. But his attack is practically 
Still-born. 

15. Q—Q2, N(Q5)x KBP. A rather better 
Chance was 15. . , NxQBP: 16. QxN, 
0—05; 17. PANS, PxP; 18. PxP, PxB: 


joe nN CE RE : 
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still has an advantage after 20. Px B. 

16. KP xN, Q—Q3; 17. P—B6! the start of 
a fine final combination. 

17.. , RxP; 18. RxR. BxR; 19. Q—B2, 
Р—05; if 19. . , P—N3: 20. R—KB1. 

20. N—K4, PxB; 21. Q—83, Q—K3; 22. 
NxB ch, K—R1; 23. R—KB1, P—K5; 24. 
QxP(K3), N—N1; 25. PxP, Q—K4; 26. 
NxN, КХМ; 27. Qx RP, BxP; 28. R—BS, 
B—R4; 29. R—B5, 0—05 ch; 30. K—R2, 
resigns. 
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bridge 


IN Problem 1 of the Christmas Competition 
North-South were vulnerable and the bid- 
ding was: 


SOUTH WEST NORTH EAST 


14 No 24% 29 
29 No 2NT 39 
? 
South held 742 
1065 


If you were marking a bidding competi- 
tion, how many points out of 5 would you 
award to (a) Pass, (b) Double, (c) 3V, (d) 
SNT? 


You are not minimum, and to pass is a 
bit feeble. Partner may not have a sound 
double and the most likely result is that you 


‘will defend against Three Diamonds, one or 


two down. 


You can probably beat Three Diamonds, 
but East has heard the bidding and you 
cannot expect a big penalty; however, itis 
better to double than to pass. 


Three Hearts would not. be a mistake 
exactly, but partner will take it as competi- 
tive and may well have nothing more to say. 


The King of partner's suit is a significant 
card, and | think you should try for the 
vulnerable game. If East had passed, you 
would have bid 3NT without hesitation. 


The unlisted bid of Four Hearts, pr 
by some competitors, is poor: partner might. 
be quite weak in both majors. 

‘My marking is: 3NT —5; Double —3; Three 
Hearts — 2; Pass — 2. . 


In Problem 2 the score was game all and 
the bidding went: 


SOUTH WEST NORTH EAST 
19 No 14 . No 
2% No: 2% 'No 
? 
th held: @ 4 T 
ES VAQT42 
€K9743 
ФАО 


How many points out of 5' would. you 
award to (a) Pass, (b) 2NT, (c) 3D, (d) 3H? 


must recognise here that partner has 
ош at the One level and GEN simple 
preference: he may bequite weak, wifh little 
in the red suits. The doubleton A О in tte 
unbid suit is not particularly good for no- 
trumps, and any advance would be unwise. 


My marking: Pass — 5; 2NT - 2; Three 
- 1; Three Diamonds (more 
encouraging than the others) ~ 0: 
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stamps 


Because the postal services in the Ottoman 
Empire before the First World War were so 
slow and inefficient, several European Pow- 
ers opened their own post offices, usually 
attached to consulates, where tourists and 
traders could post their mail. France had 
nearly 40 such offices, including four in 
Egypt. Those in Cairo and Suez operated 
only for a brief period in the mid-nineteenth 
century but the Alexandria and Port Said 
offices, opened in 1830 and 1867 respec- 
tively, did not close until 1931. At first they 
used ordinary French stamps but they were 
later provided with special stamps in 
designs similar to those of contemporary 
French definitives. This 2-centimes Alexan- 
dria stamp is one of a long series issued in 
1902. 


C.W. HILL 


quiz 


QUESTIONS 


1. Who won the 1977 Nobel Prize 
for Literature ? 
2. What would a group of bears 
be called? | 
3. What is the meaning of “absit 
omen"? * 

4. What was Mjollnir in Norse 
mythology ? 

5. Which English queen was known 
as "Bloody Mary"? 

6. What is the origin of the name 
of the state of Pennsylvania in the 
USA ? 

T. What is Op Art? 
8. Who directed the film “One flew 
over the cuckoo's nest’? 
9. What is P. G. Wodehouse's full 
name ? 

10. On which day did the ship 
Titanic sink ? 
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X-raying the mummy 


This 2,000-year-old 
Ancient Egyptian 
mummy of the last 
Century. BC of the 
Egyptian priest 
Anch-Hapi was X- 
rayed at the muni- 
cipal hospital in 
Hildesheim, near 
Hanover, Federal 
Republic of Ger- 
many. Dr Arne 
Ejgebreeht { (г), { 
curator о the 
town's Romer-Peli- L0 
zaus Museum, orde- { 
red the  layer-by- 
layer X-ray to learn 
more about the 

priest's age and 
cause of death. Ra- 
diciogists and archa- 
geologists are convin- - 
ced Anch-Hapi was 
the father of Nes- 
min, whose mummy 
fg on exhibit in 

Liverpool, England, 

and further discov- 

ries are awaited. 
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Beginning April 15 


- 1 


Leo, Uranus is in Libra ana | 
in Pisces. The Moon will be | 


This week the Sun is in Aries, Jupiter alone j i 
Neptune ls In “Scorpio, үс p is in Cancer, Saturn and Rahu are in 


t | d Kethu are in Aquari 
moving through Sagittarius and Capri quarius and Mars and Mercury are 


sides 


corn from Scorpio. 


ARIES (March 21 — 
April 20) Be careful in 
the. first part of the 
week since there are 
chances of loss through 
deception in business 


trickery and 
deals. Your initiative in your job 
will win the respect of your employ- 


ers. Although, this week will be 
financially gainful, do not lend, 
borrow or stend guarantor. Avoid 
doubtful love adventures. A lot of 
Social activity in the weekend is in 
the offing. Some of you will gain a 
renewed interest in the arts and 
the occult. Good dates: 18, 19 and 


21. Lucky numbers: 3 and 9. Fav- 
ourable "irection: South. 
TAURUS (April 21 — 


May 22) Your affairs 
make great headway in 
ihe early part of the 
week. Later, an elderly 
female relative will cause anxiety 
as regards health. However, there 
із nothing to worry about. This 
week, on the whole, promises to be 
a happy and successiu! опе in 
which you will gain popularity and 
fortune. Stellar influences bring un- 
forgettable events of a happy nature 
into your life. Good dates: 15, 
17, 20 and 21. Lucky numbers: 3 
and 6. Favourable direction: West. 


GEMINI (May 23 — 
June 21) Do not be 
despondent if you have 


domestic worries. 
However, the present 
‘condition will not continue for 


long. Happler and better financial 
conditions are forecast. Ве tactful 
In your; dealings with elders and 
those in authority. Act on your own 
intuitions since these will pay in 
the long run. Be careful while sign- 
ing legal documents. Intellectual 
expansion is in the offing. Good 
dates: 16, 17, 19 and 21. Lucky 
numbers: 1 and 5. (Favourable 
direction: South-west. 


CANCER (June 22 — 
July 22) This week 
there is danger of 
great financial losses. 
So, avold all types of 


"speculation. The period is not fav- 


ourablo for dealings in property 
matters. Do not fritter away your 
financlal gains on  unimportant 
things. Intellectual activities are 
forecast. An elderly female relative 
will help you. Good dates: 19, 20 
and 21. Lucky numbers: 2 and 7. 


Favourable direction: West. 


Sf MAN LEO (July 23 — 
ae 22) You are suffering 
from fits of depression. 
A Try your best to over- 
MLS come them, be relaxed 
and try to be in cheerful com- 
pany. Be careful in your  corres- 
pondence with friends and business 
partners, Таке the advice. of 
elders and those in authority. 
Attend to your vocation. Take care 
of your own health and that of 
elder family members. Good dates: 
17, 19 and 21, Lucky numbers: 9 
and 11. Favourable direction: 
North-west. 


VIRGO (August 23 — 
September 22) Utilise 
the favourable stellar 
portents now in pro- 
gress. There will be 
some annoyance because of differ- 
ence of opinion with those In 
authority. Secret matters progress 
well. The weekend will be notice- 
able for social activities. Do not 
Squander money on doubtful love: 
adventures, unnecessary luxuries 
and worthless friends. Take the 
advice of elders. Good dales: 15; 
16, 18 and 19. Lucky numbers: 2 
and 5. Favourable direction: South. 


LIBRA (September 23 
— October 22) This is 
/ an auspicious week. 
AIA Business ventures will 

— be successful. You will 
gain through strangers and travel. 
Guard against quarrels and accid- 
ents, and curb impetuosity. Avoid 
straining yourself. A short journey is 
indicated and gains will bə enjoyed. 
Your health will be good. Avoid 
gambling of all kinds. Good dates: 
15, 16, 20 and 21. Lucky numbers: 
4 and 6. Favourable direction: 
North and East. 


SCORPIO (October 23 
QD, — November 21) This. 
SS d 


week promises to bo 
good es regards domes- 
tlc and business mat- 
ters. Do not Бе carried away by 
your emotions. Avoid extravagance. 
Romance Is In the offing but beware 
of deception. . Take care of your 
own health and that of elderly 
women inthe family. Promotions are 
In the offing in the latter part of thé 
week, Act on the advice of elders,’ 
Good dates: 17, 19 and 20. Lucky 
numbers: 4 and 7. Favourable 
direction: North-west, 
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SAGITTARIUS  (Novem- 
ber 22 — December 22) 
Care should be exer-- 
cised in business; some 
amount of financial suc- 
cess Is in the offing. You will 
be.praised by your friends and 
relatives. New friendships as 
well as revival of old associa- 
tions are forecast. A love affair 
and possible marriage із pre- 
saged. Avoid physical strain. Good: 
dates: 16, 18 and 21. Lucky numbers: 
1 ага 9. Favourable direction: South- 
eas 


= «X 


CAPRICORN (December 
23 — January 20) This 


T aN 
xw у ів going to be an import- 
Cay, ant and exciting week 
OM for you. Unexpected 
good fortune is forecast. Despite 


some annoyance, beneficial changes 
are in the offing. Elders retard pro- 
gress and may cause concern. Mar- 
riage and courtship are in the offing. 


Take care of your own health as 
well as that of elderly relatives.. 
Good dates: 15, 16, 17 and 20, 


Lucky numbers: 5 and 10. Favour- 
able direction: West. 


AQUARIUS (January 21 
— February 19) -You 


CIO will enjoy success and 
ыыы happiness this week. 


==. However, take care of 
your health; eat regularly. Peruse 
all correspondence. An unexpected 
journey will be followed by financial 
benefits. Do not make hasty 
changes as regards your profes- 
sion. Secret matters of the heart 
progress well. A marriage in the 
family Is forecast. Goad dates: 16, 


17 and 21. Lucky numbers: 4 and 8. _ 


Favaurable direction: West. 
«9. PISCES (February 20 
ODIN — March 20) You will 


realise your ambitions, 
Happiness and financial 
success is forecast this 
week. However, watch expenditure, 
Intellectual and business expansion 
is in the offing. Go ahead with 
your plans. Domestic matters pro- 


gress well. Young people апа 
children help you. A shor tourney 
is In the offing. Сос dvo: 15, 16, 
17 апа 19, Lucky num 3 and 


9. Favourable direction: North, 
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prize rs. 30 for the entry given first 


this india 
other-in-law drenched her with Кего- 
ane Her husband then set her alight... 
Rita was married to Om Parkash two 


MARCH 1979 will open a new, chapter 
for India’s defence forces with three 
service chiefs drawn from three religions 
General Malhotra, Air Marshal Latif and 
Admiral Pereira are the Indian militarv's 


Amar, Akbar, Antony in that same order 
—Imprint (Jagdish C. Madan, New 
Delhi) 


ouraced a BTS bus in an 'unofficial race 


bus skipped 10 of its 37 scheduled stops 


and made five 
Deccan Herald (Arasu, Bangalore) 


AMRITSAR : The greed for more dowry 
.landed the: mother-indaw, husband and 
"two sisters-in-law of a young woman in 
the police lock-up after they had alleged- 
ly tried to burn her to death. Fortunatelv 
| the young woman's life was saved. 

Twenty-year-old Rita told the police in 
the emergency ward of the local hospital 
that her two sisters-in-law, Kanchan and 
Sushma, had dragged her by the hair in- 
to the courtyard of her house where her 


india abroad i o 


LONDON: A former adviser to the 
Shah of Iran, the Indian-born millio- 
naire, Sir Shapoor Reporter, is nego- 
tating with the Foreign Office in a 
bid to get a visa for the Shah to 
settle in Britain. The whereabouts of 
Sir Shapoor who is one of the 16 for- 
mer advisers to the Shah wanted by 
the new Teheran regime, had not been 
known since the fall of the Imperial 
| Government .... Sir Shapoor has been 
in constant touch with the Foreign 
Office where Britain's former Amba- 
| ssador to Teheran, Sir Anthony Par- 
. sons, was now deputy io the perma- 
. nent Under-Secretary—- Statesman 


WASHINGTON: A 44-year-old In- 
dian-born woman pleaded guilty to 
charges of trying to bribe a US Agri- 
culture Department official to help her 


——M ر‎ 


Xf years ago. During the first six 
ane attt she was sent 


to get money. 
for Rs. 6,000, 
Rs. 5,000 and Rs. 3,000, respectively. 
After that her in-laws turned her out... 
The murder attempt followed her refusal 
(to fetch more money from her father)— 
Hindustan Times (Swarup K. Das, 


Ranchi) 
NEW DELHI: A man in Pune went to 
buy meat worth Rs. 2. The butcher asked 


bim if he had a bus ticket. The puzzled 
man asked the butcher why he was 10- 
quiring about the bus ticket. The butcher 
said that the prices have gone up so 
high that you can wrap UP meat worth 
Rs, 2 in a bus ticket. So it was wrapped 
jn the bus ticket. By the time the man 
reached home, the meat had fallen 
through the punch hole a conductor 
makes in tickets. Thus the man returned 
empty handed. The Rajya Sabha heard 
this story from a Congress (1) member 
during the discussion оп the general 
Budget in support of his contention that 
prices had shot up—The Indian Nation 
(Sushil Sinha, Hazaribagh) 


NEW DELHI: Mr E. R. Krishnan. 
AIADMK member of the Rajya Sabha 
became the unlucky 13: he got a reply 
in Punjabi to his question іп Tamil. 
Chairman B. D. Jatti called the names of 
12 members to raise questions, but all of 
them were absent. The 13th member. Mr 
Krishnan, was called to ask him ques- 
tions... When he asked the question 
in Tamil, Mr Jatti requested him to speak 
in English. Mr Krishnan replied to him 
in Tamil, which Mr Jatti said he could 
understand, but not Agriculture Minister 
S. S. Barnala. However, amid peals at 
laughter, Mr Barnala replied to Mr 
Krishnan's questions in Punjabi — The 
Mail (H. Abdul Haleem, Madras) à 


] to finance 
rice exports to Nigeria. Thankam Ma- 
thews, a Washington commodity bro- 
ker, pleaded guilty in’ a US District 
Court to charges that between Decem- 
ber 1 and December 6, 1978, she made 


obtain credit guarantees 


“repeated offers of $5,000 to $10,000 
per month for a year to Mr Lawrence 
T. McElyain, an official of the Depart- 
ments office of General Sales Mana- 
ger", ор partment said. “In re- 
turn for the money Mr McElvain was 
to assist Mathews in obtaining US 
overnment credit guarantees worth 
py mhon pon ion towards finan- 
rice expo sales to Nigeria." 

Than kam Mathews will be EA. 
| April 25. The charges carry a 
minimum penalty of two years’ im- 


risonment and a: ens 
nae d a fine of $10,000— 
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without commen 


IF I were the President (of Pakis. 
tan) I would have respected the 
recommendation of the Supreme 
Court... I would have granted 
mercy—Z. A. Bhutto on the rejec. 
tion of the death sentence by the 
Supreme Court 


IF I accepted it (the demand for 
resignation) 1 would be guilty of 
a greater and more  grievous 
blunder—Prime Minister Morarji 
Desai on the Opposition’s demand 
for his resignation because of his 
wrong announcement in Parlia- 
ment oh JP 


IT is politics—Janata Party Presi 
dent Chandrashekhar commenting 


on the antiRSS campaign by 
some Janata members 
THOSE who signed the Janata 


Party pledge and also talk of 
Hindu rashtra are dishonest peo- 
ple—Janata MP Madhu Limaye 


IF Janata follows correct politics, 
even some of the Congress (I) 
may extend their cooperation to 
us—Jjanata President Chandrashe- 
khar 
WE support Leninism, and Leni- 
nism is incomplete without Stali- 
nism—CPI (M) leader Pramode 
Dasgupta 


TODAY there is a sullen anger, a 
despair in our party. We do not 
know what to do—2 prominent 
Congress (I) leader 
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a word or two 


BEY: entering into a com- 
petition or combat, you 
should plan ahead. And when all 


AUTEURS dut 


your moves have been success- 
supreme fully demolished by a powerful 
granted | adversary you can save the day 
е rejec- |. for yourself Бу using something 
: by the which you have up your sleeve, 
à It might be some evidence, argu- 
| ment, trick or stratagem that you 
and for | might keep in readiness to sur- 
іу of | prise your opponent with. 
grievous | This might be one of the few 
Morarji | expressions which has come down 
demand | to us from the world of fashion. 
e of his | It can be traced. back to the clo- 
Parlia- |5, thes worn in the fifteenth century 
19 in Britain. Іп those days a gentle- 
: . | | man's garment had no pockets at 
ty Presi- all, unlike his modern counter- 
menting | parts. A man usually wore a belt 
aign by and essential things like a sword 
and a pouch were hung from it. 
| It was indeed the genius of a 
Janata | dress-designer of yesteryear which 
talk of. discovered that if the sleeves 
nest peo- | | could be made fuller between 
.maye | | the elbow and wrist then they 
S could also serve as a receptacle to 
politics, keep away those thingummies of 
ress (1) |! 
ration to | ; 
indrashe- | ( l v, 
P 
nd Leni- A. 
ut Stali- | 
Pramode 
anger, a 3 | 
e do not | 
rominent | 


a gentleman's day-to-day use. This 
fashion of pillow-case like sleeves 
acquired grotesque proportions in 
later days, thanks to  fashion- 
conscious young men and even 
women (although they did not 
keep anything up their sleeves 
apart from the occasional hand- 
kerchief), when the sleeves some- 
times scraped the ground. From 
after the ascent of Henry VIII 
|| sleeves slowly lost out to trousers 

with mundane pockets, whatever 
you had up your sleeves was 
purely figurative, 
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‘Mustrations/Ahi Bhusan Malik 
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stranger, as we were telling you, than fiction 


FEW people have stopped to wonder 
how the lustrous pearls of a neck- 
lace, or the familiar pearl buttons, could 
grow beneath the waters of an ocean or 
a muddy river bottom. The ‘factories’ in 
which these gems are made are the 
bodies of three altogether different types 
of mollusc. The mantles of these three 
types, just like every other mollusc, 
secrete a fluid substance that hardens to 
form the animals shell as well as pro- 
vide a smooth lining for the inside of 
the shell In a few species however, the 
fluid is pearly and lustrous in quality, 
and it 15 this lustrous secretion—called 
nacre—that forms the raw material for 
jewel pearls. 

. The history of the pearl is a long one. It 
is mentioned in the literatures of ancient 
India and China. The Egyptians were 
perhaps the first people to adorn them- 
selves with the rare and valuable jewel 
pearl They believed that a god had dis- 
covered pearls off the coast of India 
about-4000 years ago. Egyptian women 
are known to have worn pearls from 
about 1500 B.C. 

An unblemished pearl is one of the 
most ancient symbols of perfection. 
Pearls were so highly esteemed in. classi- 
cal Rome that only persons of a specified 
rank were permitted to wear them. Pliny 
the Elder writes of pearls as “the richest 
merchandise of all, and the most sove- 
reign commodity in the whole world”. 
Trade in pearls was conducted by a spe- 
cial corporation whose members were 
known as “margaritarii.” 

History tells us that the pearls for 
which Britain was supposedly famous 
spurred Caesar to cross the Channel and 
conquer Britain. He returned with а 
highly coveted breastplaté adorned with 
pearls, which he dedicated to the Roman 
Temple of Victory. However, Britain re- 
mained especially proud of her pearls. 
Much later, during the reign of Queen 
Elizabeth I, im an attempt to impress a 
visiting Spanish ambassador, Sir Tho- 
mas Gresham, the wealthy merchant, 
drank a toast in wine to the Queen in 
which he had dissolved a famous pearl 
worth £ 15,000. 


Pearls are noted for their size, beauty 
and historical associations. They, are 
ranked among the famous jewels of the 
world. La Reinedes Perles, a 27.5 carat 
oriental pearl, was among the crown 
jewels of France. It was stolen in 1792, 
while La Regente, an oval pearl weigh- 
ing 34 carats, was once owned by the 
French imperial court. The most perfect 
pearl is known to be the Pellegrina, 
in Moscow's Zosima Museum, It is 
carat, globular in shape and is of un- 
usual beauty. 

For centuries men were constantly 
lured into great danger in а never-ending 
quest for this highly coveted and extre- 
mely valuable jewel. And all the while 
they searched in vain trying to, unravel 
the elusive secret of how certain shélls 
produce valuable pearls while others do 
not. Many legends thus grew up about 
the origin of pearls. One curious notion 


: animal was unable to dislodge 


s a’ 
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was that pearls were formed 
drops falling into the gaping v 

the pearl shell. us 
Legends finally lost their for 
EIOS тош DOE cf foes à 
e discovery that pearls formed whe: 
a bit of foreign matter became lodge 
within the shell of a mollusc, If th 
е irr. 


tant, it would for greater comf 
it with the same gland secr 
which it lined its shell The > 
come the smooth, round, non-irri 
object we know as a pearl. 7 

When Columbus ‘landed on the Ame 
can coast in 1492, he discovered nake 
Red Indians wearing strings of be 
р He traded miscellaneous. 
ог them, аца. started the New 
first pearl rush. Then came the 
who did not bother to trade 
De Soto's men simply robbed the | 
of their pearls. 

The Red Indians soon learne 
the source of their pearls a secret 
the white men. By the time th 
arrived, they could,not find a 
dian who had ever heard of a pearl. 


one comparatively recent si 

like a movie version about the Cali 
gold rush days. 1n 1956, two clam di 
found a bed of mussels in the Ten 
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| clai 

went for their guns, shot at 
at the same time and- bot 
The thick pearl-like layers 
clam were found to be good - 
buttons, buckles, and 
ornaments, In 1893, J. F 
mer -button _manufactu 
migrated to Muscatine, 
went wading in the Mi 
accidentally cut his foot 
examining the clam he 


Muscatine becam 
tal of the w 


RAJIB NAR; 


ute 
A 


The 
is evident 


PIOS; 
them. in. connection with рети eI en 


, 


o A mus 

ly engaged in a . cam- 

га y for he speedy execution of 

undertrials’ _ cases. SINHA 

j; . NAYAR ask her who 

is to blame, and what cam be done 
to solve the problem. 


Su 
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= Р 
°` Q: What prompted you to take up 
. е cases of undertrial prisoners ? 

— A; I was moved by К. M. Rustom- 
jis (member of the National Police 
Commission) articles on the pathetic 
. plight of undertrials in various jails. 
It's incredible that something like 
this can happen in our country. 


- Q: If justice delayed is justice 
denied, don't you think a large num; 
ber of  undertrials (estimated at 
between 96,000 and 17 million) are 
deed justice Because п E E. 
ment apathy an e Ju g 
indifference ? 

.A: I agree. If a person is not 
tried for a long time it is very likely 

- that evidence against him as well as 

in his favour is not going to be 
cogent or just. If the undertrial is in 
jail, the situation is worse as he 
Cannot ever prepare his defence. In 
many cases he is poor and can’t 
afford a lawyer. There js an urgent 
need to give such people legal aid 
on an organised, national basis. The 
legal aid should be administered 
through the Bar and provided by the 

Géóvernment, While the State will 

have a public prosecutor why should 

the poor be deprived of a lawyer, 
whom they need most? Or else they 
will be fighting am unequal battle. 

This is a violation of equality. To a 

| large extent the fault is of the judi- 

. cial system and its administration. 
| Many times the remands are order- 

' ed mechanically, perhaps due to pre- 

=  ssure of work [п courts, or just 
| indifference, It's really a tragedy of 

. routine. All of us get so bogged 

= down in the routine and lose our 

Agam sensitivity. — 


= ` bind ^. 
abuse of.power by i 
— A; Normally, no one can be kept 
` dn jail for the purpose of investiga- 
` fion for more than 60 days, and 90 


Digitized by Sarayu Foundation 


Tru 
Ries S 
х o $ 


days for a major offence. It’s surpris- 
ing that in spite of this provision, 
many of the  undertrials had not 
been released on bail for so long. 
When you speak of illegal detention 
it refers to women in jail who are 
kept under protective custody. This 
is illegal detention. There are chil- 
dren in jail I understand. A child 
under seven years cannot be charged 
with any offence. A child under 12, 
unless of mature mind, cannot com- 


mit any offence. Their detention 
is illegal and it is difficult to com- 
prehend why these cases are over- 


looked, 


Q: An accused who can afford a 
lawyer can get away on anticipatory 
bail while a poor man caught for 
petty thieving cannot think of 
being let off even on a personal 
bond. Doesn't this indicate that the 
judicial system, even after 30 years 
of Independence. favours the rich? 


A: Bail provisions as administered 
today work to the disadvantage of 
the poor. The rich buy their free- 
dom while the poor cannot. The 
Supreme Court has now directed the 
release of undertrials on personal 
bonds. | The consideration for grant- 
ing bail should not merely be based 
on sureties.. Various other factors 
like, for instance, the  accused's 
family ties should be taken notice of. 
The purpose of taking a bond, after 
aH, is to see that the accused appears 
at the trial, 2 


Q: There is a suggestion to 


appoint young lawyers as Honorary 


The plight of undertrials 


edon bail. 


ey 


Magistrates who can dispose of 
auickly cases pending before courts, 
What do you think about this? 

A: I’m against honorary magistra- 
tes and lay people sitting as judges, 
Young, competent and qualified peo- 
vle should be attracted to the judi- 
ciary -by improving service condi- 
tions. The pay and service conditions | 
of magistrates and session judges | 
are not at all adequate and good. It . 
is most unfortunate that he Govern: | 
ment is not paying attention to this | 
problem. For the expeditious dis | 
posai of cases, there. could be sepa: | 
rate courts for very minor, major . 
and very serious offences. Simple ! 
and summary procedures can be - 
easily prescribed for very minor 
offences. Arrests need not be made 
for many of the offences. 


‚ Q: How can the undertríals be 
helped? e. 

A: Many undertrials rotting i? 
prisons are too poor to have a law- | 
ver. They should be provided law: 
yers at state expense. The urgent 
need is to get the prisoners releas: 
| The right to a speedy 
tria! is a Fundamental Right, and 50 - 
Should be the right to counsel. 5 
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improving the judicial system? 7 
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— Leonard chills 
lemonade 
| in London 


Leonard keeps 
cauliflower crisp 
in Cochin 


Leonard keeps 
Bina smiling 
in Bombay 


Leonard serves millions of When Leonard owners are 
families around the world. asked about their refrigerators. 
Its dependable compressor they just smile. After all what 
and new ingenious defrost more need we say about a 
system guarantee you long, friend of the femiiy. 


trouble-free service. 


Leonard 


Since 1881. Trusted tiie world over. 
Another quality product from _ 
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The makers of the i 
К ө | 
finest scooters in the wor | | 
ther fine scooter 
A LITTLE FASTER, 
In 1960, the Bajaj 150 hit the A LITTLE FURTHER 
road, and ' The Bajaj Super has been rated at 
became India's 90 kmph on the test bench. | : 
largest selling With an improved compression ratio,- 
scooter. we have squeezed 
In 1972, the out a little more 
Bajaj Chetak Шнде; upto : = 
hed. m per litre өз 
E under standard > 


It went on to 
Бесоте?а 
favourite 

the world over. 


conditions. 


DELIVERIES 
HAVE BEGUN 
After decades of 
unmatched 
parformance, the 
Bajaj 50 makes 
way for the 
Bajaj Super, which will;be going 
out to all those on the waiting 
list for a Bajaj 150 scouter. 

It certainly is a long waiting list. 
But now you're waiting for the 
new, improved version of the best 
scooter in the world. 


THE BAJAJ 150 LIVES ON 
Without doubt, the '150' has 
been the most wanted scooter 

in India for many years; you can 
still see fifteen- and twenty-year 
old models on the road. 

To all those people who believe 
that 'old is gold', the good news 
is, that the ‘150° will live on as й 
the ‘Priya’, made by Maharashtra 
Scooters Ltd. 


THE BAJAJ CHETAK REMAINS 
A ‘PRIORITY’ ITEM 

The Bajaj Chetak will continue 

to be available to those who can 
pay in foreign currencies. 


Now, the news is the Bajaj Super. 


With distinct improvements and 
innovations. 


SHEERLINE SHAPE 

Strangely enough, by making the 
Bajaj Super more'chunky' it 
looks far more streamlined. 


Its sheerline 
shape reflects 
the latest in 
styling. 

The handlebars 
and headlamp 
are also squared 
up. In the Bajaj 
Chetak style. 
And the Bajaj 
Super's frame is 
the same sturdy, 
integrated, 
electrically welded unit which has 
proved itself over many years of 
rugged driving. 


FOUR GEARS 

Which give you ratios from 
13.35:1 all the way up to 4.73:1. 
The result is smoother gear 
changing and a noticeable saving 
in fuel. 


as m 
. @ baja am mi 
AKURDI POONA 411 035, 


D The world's second largest Scooter makers 
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politician, Bhutto dug his grave by his 
thirst for power. But how long will Zia, 
presently in the saddle, survive? 
Delbi 


@ The fuse has been lit. Pakistan might 
blow up into small fragments. 
Allahabad Abhay Singh 

@ Cutting across communal feelings, the 
execution has dismayed, disgusted and shock- 
ed everyone. 

A. C. Maheshwari 


B Zia has erased from the public memory 
all.the shortcomings of Bhutto by executing 
him. ‘Even Indians have forgotten the threat 
of “а thousand year war” and are grieving 
over his hanging. 
Lucknow 


JP Betrayed. 


Your Cover Story *A Leader Betrayed” 
(INDIA TODAY, April 1—15) was apt, and a 
timely exposure of the Janata Party's power- 
drunk and ungrateful leaders. 
‘Allahabad 


I.P. Ram 


A. K. Jaiswal 


B Itisa tragic story ofa selfless person who 
tried to do much for India and its people, 
only to be betrayed in return. The reason: 
Jayaprakash Narayan was, and is too honest 
to be a politician. 

Subhash Likhite 
W. Germany 


8 The cover picture of JP was marvellous 
and a nice gesture to the patron-saint of 
our nation. 
Hyderabad 


R. V. Divakar 
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Jayaprakash Narayan ideals betrayed 
W How arrogant and ungrateful сап the 
Prime minister be. For Morarji Desai, JP. 
did not rank high enough to warrant an 


immediate visit to Jaslok Hospital, nor did 


his ‘death’ warrant a declaration of national 
mourning. ae 
New Delhi Joseph Chacko 


W A wayward son often disappoints his 


father but does ill him. But the Janata 
| EU bin; C-0..In Public Domain. UP State Museum, Hazratganj. Lt 
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Party has stooped low enough to commit (p — 
patricide. to commi 


New Delhi K. S. Raman 
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т By his strong will JP has survived, but | | * 


how long would he be able to bear the moral | = {б р. 
blows inflicted by his own creation—the DELHI INST TUTE о! 
MANAGEMEN 


Janata Party. 


Baroda A. C. Shukul 


& 
@ It is beyond comprehension that even SERVICES 
the Intelligence Bureau could blunder and ae 
declare JP ‘dead’. CORRESPONDENCE CO 


Tehri-Garhwal Shiv Kumar Dhyani | 


Mature Decision 


The article “Bear Hugs And Bruises” 
(INDIA TODAY, April 1—15) was interesting 
and sensible. China had once tried to disrupt Я 
India's friendship with Russia by suggesting | | DIMS can train you to become а 
that Moscow was using the Indo-Soviet е f 
Treaty to control and exploit India. The || These courses are: 

Indian Government has, however, displayed 


There are only 1.2 lakh M. 
at present. E 


: мА АДУ Ci ® Designed by Specialists with П 
statesmanship and maturity in ignoring such perience. 5 
innuendoes and widening the areas of co- s а A Ж 
operation with the Soviet Union in various || ® Specially suited to Indian сога 
fields. 9 Job Oriented EA 
Cochin Mohan Murti ; ; 7 > 
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Can be completed at your conv 
The special feature “Ап American In : 
India" (INDIA TODAY, April 1-15) provided 
a good psychological study of Ellin Pollachek. 1 Post Graduate Diploma in 
A human mind becomes insensitive, frus- Management & Industrial 
trated and conditioned when the capacity for Gallon m 


openness and imagination deserts an indi- || [n 


DIMS offers the following Co 
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B Do not believe that Pollachek’s:view is piu Малево а 


emblematic of westerners’ opmion about 
India. How can one, whose values in life are 9 
confined to five-star hotel rooms and sex, 


Office Management. 


Export Management. 


appreciate other cultures? I am not a frus-e| || 10 Production Manageme i 
trated New Yorker and so I have, like most Mi dom е Public Rel 
westerners, great respect for Indians. a 
Denmark Lina Bjirrigaard. 12 Book Keeping & Acc 

W As an American (and, I might add, a || 2s de law & | 
New Yorker) who has been studying and 14 Taxation 


living in India for the past year, I was grossly 
offended by Pollachek. She gives the false 
impression that as хаде DE are 
concerned only with hot and cold running ү 
ro Pare Nr commodes, and the || LALIT M.KHUN Do 
rates of trinkets and taxis; in short that they і Oe A 
are as empty-headed and oblivious to the t i 
great country around them as Pollachek. | $ x 
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— — In Focus This Fortnight 


COVER STORY: Dark clouds are 


again hovering over the former prime 
minister Mrs Indira Gandhi, The 


| Special Courts Bill designed to deal 


with Emergency cases is on its last 

legs. And within her Congress (I) she 

is faced with stern opposition from 

her senior colleagues who are reluctant 
to back her son Sanjay. With the ruling 


. Janata Party in disarray and whispers 


of a Third Force emerging, can 


Mrs Gandhi survive yet another battle.? 
Page 30. 


SPECIAL REPORT: Last month's 
communal riots in Jamshedpur, 


| southern Bihar, were a violent reminder 


of the deteriorating secular image of 
the Janata Government. What was 
extraordinary about the events was 
the planning and the intensity of E 
politicking that went behind them. 
Together with administrative failure 


| and active participation of the Bihar 


Military Police, the steel city bore 
savage scars of death everywhere. INDIA 
TODAY correspondent SUNIL SETHI 


reports from the scene of disaster. Page 8. 


GUEST COLUMN: On May 1, the 
Janata Party celebrates the second 
anniversary of its formal, if traumatic, 
political birth. But judging by the ever- 
widening schisms within the party 
structure, it seems doubtful if the 
Janata Party has much to celebrate 
about. Its failure to implement most 

of its election pledges has set off 
warning bells that are becoming 
increasingly strident. B.G. Verghese 
evaluates the party’s performance since 
its inception, Page 14, 


POWER CRISIS: Chief Minister Jyoti 
Basu was not to be seen in Calcutta as 
the state capital was engulfed in dark- 
ness by the worst power crisis to hit the 
state in recent years. All industrial 
activity in the state came to a grinding 
halt. Years of trade union rivalries, 
over-bureaucratization of power plants, 
fatal maintenance standards and 
negligent manpower planning is the 
cause of what is essentially a man-made 


‘ crisis in West Bengal and other states. 


Page 19. 
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INTERVIEW OF THE FORT- . | 
NIGHT: Petroleum Minister mwati — 
Nandan Bahuguna is one of the most — 
resilient politicians on the contem- _ 
porary political stage. After being dis- 
patched into political exile by former 
prime minister Indira Gandhi, $ 
Bahuguna bounced back with a bang as 
one of the architects of the Congress for 
Democracy (CFD) party. Bahuguna 


2 , recently spoke to INDIA TODAY on the - 


performance of his ministry and of the” | 


|; Janata Party as a whole. Page 54. 


LETTER FROM WASHINGTON: 
The shrouds of secrecy that have 
mummified the covert operations of 
America’s Central Intelligence Agency 
(CIA) are being ripped off with increas- 
ing frequency. The latest—and most 
disturbing—exposé on the CIA is in the 
form of a book—The Search for the 
Manchurian Candidate—a chilling _ 
account of the agency's experimenta- - 
tion with Mind Control. INDIA TODAY'S 
Washington correspondent interviewed: 
the author, John. D. Marks about the 
experiments. Page 64. 


TECHNOLOGY: Peter Drucker, 
Clarke Professor of Social Sciences at 
the Claremont Graduate School in the 
US has acquired an enviable reputation 
in the contemporary management 
world. When he visited India last year, 
he was buffeted by sermons on the 
suitability of small industry and rural 
development by the Government's 
economic planners, including Prime: 
Minister Morarji Desai. He dismisses it 
as mere rhetoric and discusses the 
concept of economic development in 
the Indian context. Page 82. 


BOOKS: The former ambassador to 
India, Daniel Patrick Moynihan, put 
his literary cat among the pigeons 
recently when his controversial book, 
A Dangerous Place was belatedly 


1, released in this country. Published last 


year it went unnoticed by the Indian 
public, and the Government which has 
just woken up to the fact that the book 


contains some highly explosive vnde AE 


material. Managing Editor CHHOTU — 
KARADIA reviews the book along with 
the controversial extract. Page 107. M 


96 | Perspe 


Army jawans patrolling the Sak 


JAMSHEDPUR 


Day Of The Vi 


| &N the neighbouring Pakistan General Zia- 

Biul-Haq executed the former prime minister 

Zulfikar Ali Bhutto without any bloodshed 

whereas in India more than 100 lives were 
- lost in communal rioting that took place in the 
steel city of Jamshedpur. It was one of the 
orst communal flare-ups in India after 
hmedabad and Aligarh. INDIA TODAY corres- 
jondent SUNIL SETHI who toured the riot-torn, 
ity found that vultures had come to the rescue 
f the local officialdom to help clear the 
. While the police and politicians 
d groaned, the vultures went about 
ir job with precision, speed and efficiency. 
"cusing fingers are now being pointed at the 
Hindu extremists, the RSS, for provoking the 
` riots; the 4rigger.happy. police force must 
Ce share the blame for causing bloodshed 
religious festival of Ramnaumi. 


shi dpt in southern Bihar last week. 

` days after the grim scenes of 
-murder and rampage had ended, 
signs of life evident amidst the 
меге provided by the police, the 
vultures quietly picking 


p 


at the corpses. All three are traditional visi- 
tors at any scene of disaster; all three 
assume the responsibility for disposing of 
the dead. But it is characteristic of any Indian 
disaster that it is usually the vultures who 
go about their job with precision, speed and 
efficiency. The police and the politicians 
bumble on regardless, while the local ad- 
ministration, inept and wide-eyed at the 
outset, is caught wringing its hands in 


Raj Narain—blaming the RSS 


chi area which was among the worst hit 


panicky sweat by the end. 
That was what happened in Jamshed- 


pur last month when virtually total ad- 


ministrative failure abetted by contingents 
of the notoriously partisan Bihar Military 
Police (BMP) —eyewitnesses frequently saw 
them actively participating at the: scenes 
of crime— failed to check the worst and most 
organized communal riots in one of the 
largest and best-managed industrial. towns 
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Remains of Sakchi market after it was set on fire 


in India. 

A bleary-eyed Karpoori Thakur (nurs- 
ing a three-day old shave, as usual, for 
special effect) clucked around in the Circuit 
House trying to gloss over the outspoken 
claims of his old friend Raj Narain (who, 
as usual, accused the RSS with no effect at 
all). While long platoons of the BMP, 
the Central Reserve Police (CRP), the Border 
Security Force (BSF) and the local police 
strutted up and down the chalky, lifeless 
streets of a town under curfew, there were 
quiet reminders of vicious violence elsewhere. 

Proud Hostess: In the local govern- 
ment hospital on the brink of the Subarna- 
rekha river that cuts through the city, and 
beyond which lies the fateful Mango area 
with all-Muslim pockets such as Azad 
Busti where the riots germinated, a smiling 
nurse in a white sari was only too happy to 
show off her new acquisitions or “the deadly 
cases" as-she called them. Here was a man 


y 


A 10-year-old boy—nobody knows his name 


with a severed leg, there a woman wholly 
bandaged over scorching burns, and finally 
her smile overflowed as she exhibited a 10- 
year-old lying motionless on a hospital bed. 
His face was virtually blown out, and most 
of his torso and one scrawny leg bandaged. 
He lay unattended. “Well, he just turned 
up,” she said, “nobody knows from where. 
I think he was brought on the evening of 
April 11. But no one has come to look for 
him.” Finishing the hospital round she led 
the way to the morgue, a little way behind 
the hospital. “Our PM (post-mortem) 
house,” she said with a flourish. Amid the 
stench of putrefying flesh, the vultures were 
busy on the verandah. How many bodies? 
“No count,” said the nurse, “maybe 
150, maybe 200 but they have been coming 
jumbled up, you see, in gunny bags, so how 
can one tell?" No sooner had the photo- 
grapher drawn out his lens to take a pic- 
ture, than a few hospital attendants came 
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rushing to prevent him. No photographs | 
could be taken without permission from- 
hospital officials. Where were the officials? 
= All have gone to Circuit House.” When, 
= the next morning at dawn, the photographer 
returned to get his pictures, there were no 
corpses left. “All cleaned up,” said the gate- 
keeper, “all buried at night.” 

Well-Prepared: Officially, the death toll 
after nearly three days of intense and widely- 
scattered rioting, looting, arson and street 
fighting was put at less than 120 more than 
half being Muslims. The number injured 
was estimated at about 350, of whom nearly 
170 were Muslims. And the total number 
under arrest was officially placed at 832, of 
whom 142 were arrested between April 5 
and 10, that is, before the outburst took 
place. 

The areas where the worst scenes of 
brutal rioting had taken place were spread 
far apart—from Mango in the extreme north 
across the river, to Jugsalai in the south 
outside Tatanagar railway station, to Sakchi 
(where an entire shopping market was razed 
to the ground) and Bhalubasa in centre of 
the city, which altogether covers an area of 
roughly 25 square miles. The outbursts 
took place almost simultaneously, Беріп- 
ning on the early afternoon of April 11 and 
continuing through the night to grip most 
of April 12 as well. It was as if by some remote 
control mechanism the entire city burst into 
flames, thereby substantiating the theory 
that sections of the rabidly antagonistic 
Hindu majority and those of the Muslim 
minority—which constitute no more than 
one-sixth of a population approaching seven 
lakh—had carefully planned their strategies 
of assault and defence. 7 

Since industrial cities like Jamshedpur 
not only become the hunting ground of 
criminals, thugs and other underworld species 
but also spawn a virtual industry in manu- 
facture of illegal arms (vast caches of 
hand-made guns, grenades and sophistica- 
ted weaponry such as sten-guns have been 
recovered in police raids but the adminis- 
tration will not give the exact number of 
recoveries) there was no shortage of ammuni- 
tion to conduct mass-scale riots. The only | 
question was of timing and somehow hood- 
winking the administration. Tragically, the 
city's administration played into the hands 
of the communal elements—in particular 
active members of the RSS—who were 
looking for an opportunity. 

Chosen Route: The Hindu festival of 
Ramnaumi on April 5 provided the оррог- 
tunity. On that day, the Hindus of Jamshed- 
pur, as of most.towns in southern Bihar, 
bring out processions and decorative saffron 
flags dedicated to Hanuman (called Bajrang 
Bali) and immerse them in the river as 
Statues of Durga are immersed in neigh- 
bouring Bengal. The processions are called | 
akharas and there are 72 of them in Jam- 
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shedpur, cach brought out by a locality and 
centred around every Hanuman temple. 
Last year, the six akharas of Mango area 
decided to carry out the procession on a 
certain route, called Route No. 14, which 
passed through the Muslim pocket of Azad 
Busti. The administration, fearing trouble 
in a mixed locality where communal tempers 
could be easily ignited, forbade them to 
take this route and offered instead Route 
No. 15 which skirted the Muslim mohalla. 
The Shriramnaumi Akhara Samiti took 
offence and took the matter to the Ranchi 
bench of the Patna High Court. The court, 
in its ruling, allowed the administration to 
use its discretion in the matter. 

Thus checkmated, the Akhara Samiti 
decided to launch a tougher offensive this 
year. The Akhara Samiti, made up of 
traders who are staunch Hindus, also in- 
cludes some avowed RSS workers who, 
it has been suggested by leaders as far apart 
a Aaa 
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Leaflet that provoked the Hindus 


as Raj Narain and the Shahi Imam of New 
Delhi’s Jama Masjid, who showed up un- 
expectedly, took encouragement from RSS 
chief Balasaheb Deoras's presence in Jam- 
shedpur on April 1 when he addressed a 
huge rally in the town’s Regal Ground. 
Ramlakhan Singh Yadav of the Congress 
who was a member of the team headed by 
former union health minister Karan Singh, 
on the other hand feels that the riots had 
something to do with the RSS chief Bala- 
saheb Deoras’s meeting Jamait-e-Islami lead- 
ers in Jamshedpur. 

No Compromise: Initially, the adminis- 
tration was well-prepared and stuck to its 
guns in forbidding the use of Route No. 14. 
It also began making precautionary arrests. 
The samiti—many of whose members found 
themselves behind bars—in frustration called 
off the akharas scheduled for April 5. 
Instead they began to make plans to collect 
the entire town's akharas. On April 7, a 
Provocative pamphlet was circulated all 
over the city, stating "that despite the 
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peaceful protests of the people against the 
arrests and despite their having suffered 
Sundry oppressions, the administration's 
efforts in oppressing the Hindus had gone 
on unabated”. The morning of April 11 was 
mooted as the day for all the akharas to 
unite and carry out a combined procession 
following Route No. 14. 

Hints were also dropped in the pamphlet 
against a Harijan Superintendent of Police, 
Ram Parshad, who had earned their wrath. 
Dinanath Pandey, the local MLA, was 
directly involved in organizing the collective 
procession. On April 10, a local peace com- 
mittee was formed in the Mango area, 
consisting of Hindus and Muslims, to at- 
tempt a compromise solution for the route. 
But the Hindus were insistent. 

When the procession began, it was 
peaceful. It consisted of only 50 to 60 people 
and Muslims also participated. By the time 
it reached the main road, where in the 
Mango Police Station, virtually the entire 
administration including the deputy com- 
missioner was present, and BMP reinforce- 
ments were on the guard, the crowd had 
begun to swell. Nobody realized that thous- 
ands of Hindus were pouring across the 
bridge from the other side of the river to 
join the originally small akhara. In about 
an hour there was a crowd estimated at about 
50,000 people. No one quite knows who 
called the first cry. or on whose roof the 
first firecrackers were burst. At about midday, 
the loud cries of Jai Bajrang mingled with 
Stone-throwing, and the BMP began to 
open its first rounds of fire. After that there 
was no end. 

Culprit: Syed Idaullah, a Telco worker, 
whose house and brother's tailoring shop on 
the main street have been reduced to cinders, 
with only the charred remains of sewing 
machines and a bicycle, was ferreting for 


left-overs when he told INDIA TODAY: “At 
one moment there was a shouting, restive 
mob. Then almost instantly, I saw smoke 
bombs which I thought was tear gas, but 
realized that there was open shooting. The 
next thing I knew was a few local goondas, 
political leaders like ex-CPI MLA Ram 
Avtar Singh and BMP soldiers emptying 
petrol cans on housefronts to set them 
ablaze.” 

Although the then chief minister sought 
refuge—as was usual—by saying that no 
comment could be made because a three- 
member inquiry commission was being 
set up to investigate the matter, there is 
clear and widespread evidence in Jamshedpur 
today of the involvement of the BMP 
in invariably inciting the mob, aggravating 
the situation by indiscriminately opening 
fire and indulging openly in arson and loot- 
ing. “The BMP has become as dreaded an 
institution in Bihar as the Provincial Armed 
Constabulary (PAC) was in Uttar Pradesh,” 
said a local industrialist. According to Jagan- 
nath Sarkar, member of the central secre- 
tariat of the CPI, who head the party’s 
team: “The role of the BMP stands out as 
a scandalous feature. There are many re- 
ports about its collusion in the riots. 
(Muslim) victims in refugee camps have 
complained: ‘It is the BMP that killed us, 
not the Hindus.’ " г 

In many instances the BMP, when not 
actually participating in crime, was reduced 
to an impotent onlooker. In several cases it 
simply turned around on its heelsand fled. On 
April 12, when an ambulance full of women 
and children was set ablaze in the Bistopur 
area by a frenzied mob, killing nearly 40 
of the occupants, the police were virtually 
helpless. A local official conceded off the 
record that since the BMP consisted pri- 
marily of Hindus, its sentiments had 
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Shahi Imam— "inane police action" 


undoubtedly been aroused against the 
Muslims. 

Better Informed: With the adminis- 
tration and the police force by and large 
paralysed into inaction it was left to the 
Tata Companies, Tata Iron and Steel Co 
(Tisco) and Tata Engineering and Loco- 
motive Co (Telco)—altogether the Tata 
complex of industrial units that employ 
over one lakh workers have a total annual 
turnover of Rs 750 crore—to salvage the 
situation by setting up refugee camps, pro- 
viding relief, and importing supplies in a 
city gripped by shortage of basic necessities. 
Even Russi Mody, vice-chairman and manag- 
ing director of Tisco, when he arrived on the 
scene, was more aware of the incidents taking 
place than any member of the administration. 
“I find it incomprehensible that people 
should kill each other in the name of 
religion," he said, disbelief writ large on 
his face. 

If the chief Tata representative in a 
city that was almost created by them when 
they produced the first steel ingot in 1912, 
harboured incomprehensibility at the fero- 
cious turn of events, then most of the politi- 
cians and reporters present failed either to 
foresee or present the facts of the case in 
their true light. Few of them accurately 
reported the communal aspects of the crisis 
and the extent to which it had spread. 
Raj Narain, raising his usual political bogey, 
accused the RSS of being the cause of the 
agitation. The CPI and Congress (I) teams 
which investigated the causes separately 
have also accused the RSS of planning and 
executing the riots with the assistance of 
the BMP. 

There are those who see the Jamshedpur 
events as deliberately organized ones which 
were a precursor of the confrontation bet- 
ween the Jan Sangh and the Bharatiya 
Lok Dal in the state capital. A Janata Party 
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team led by Madhu Limaye has also sup- 
ported this line of thought. Fact -finding com- 
mittees set up by the Congress, Congress (I) 
and the Communist Party of India have 
found that the local administration failed 
to visualize the situation despite clear danger 
signs. The committees' reports state that the 
riots were pre-planned. Even a five-member 


_ team of the Bihar State Minorities Com- 


missions which included Jayaprakash Nara- 
yan's private secretary, Sachidanand, notes: 
“The. trouble-makers got a whole week's 
time to plan and prepare for the disturbances. 
There was planning on both sides. Hindu 
communalists planned offensive action 
against the Muslim population while the 
Muslim activists planned their defensive 
operation.” 

Disparate: All opposition parties’ teams 
accused Dinanath Pandey, Janata Party 
MLA of involvement but in an interview in 
Patna he claimed that he had been wrongly 
held responsible. He said he had proof of 


the Congress (I) and the CPI having a hand „ 


in the tragedy. He alleged that the CPI 
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leaders had conspired and distributed arms 
among Muslims. He says that it was a CPI 
worker who held up the procession till other 
processionists joined it. Bricks, bombs and 
other explosives were then hurled from a 
roadside Muslim residence and mosque, he 
claimed. He accused the local superinten- 
dent of police of instigating Hindus by 
arresting only them and seizing their arms. 
Pandey says he cabled the governor on 
April 7 about the partisan role of the super- 
intendent of police and on April 9 tried to 
contact the chief minister through his 
secretariat. 

The Shahi Imam made it clear in an 
interview with INDIA TODAY in Jamshedpur 
that he held politicians responsible for the 
situation. He said: “I do not call this Hindu- 
Muslim riots, I call it inane police action. 
The question in the end is not one of what 
happened in Jamshedpur, or Aligarh, or 
Varanasi. The question is if this sort of . 
carnage will ever end. There was no end to 
it during the Congress rule and there is no 
end to it in the Janata Party rule. Alfhough 
here it is popularly believed that the RSS is 
behind these riots, I want to make it clear | 
that the RSS has not stuck to its promise of 
Hindu-Muslim unity and its ideology and 
path remain unchanged. 

“I thought that after their years in jail, 
after their struggle to come to power, the 
Janata Party leaders would stick by what was | 
promised. I had supported them and fought _ 
for them. But now a great deal appears 
ruined. Muslims are being consistently aliena- 


o ted throughout the country. Either the | 


Government should do something about it — 
or we will wait till the next elections and 
fight for our rights to the hilt. We are waiting. 
for that moment. We are waiting for the 
moment when they will need us. We s 
have the answers then." 


—SUNIL SETHI and FARZAND AHMED 
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JANATA PARTY 


A Tale Of Los} 


On May 1, the Janata Party observes 
the second anniversary of its formal founding 
when the five political parties which had 
swept the 1977 polls on an anti-Emergency 
platform merged into the party. But their 
election manifesto did not confine itself to the 
restoration of democracy— it also made other 
ambitious promises to the people on economic 
and social issues. Evaluating the performance 
of the party, columnist В. С. VERGHESE SAYS 
that as it enters its third year in office, it should 
heed the warning: “It is later than you think.” 


HE prime minister broadcast to 
| the nation recently reviewing the steps 
taken by the Janata Govern- 
ment over the past two years towards ful- 
filling the mandate given to it by the people. 
The record is not unimpressive if one merely 
runs through a check-list of items, especially 
with regard to the restoration of freedoms 
and civil rights. Measures have also been 
taken to give added emphasis to the rural and 
small-scale sector and enunciate Antyodaya 
programmes under various headings: adult 
education, community health, minimum 
needs, food-for-work, and micro-planning. 
True. Yet there is all too much evidence of 
poor style and lost opportunities. The psycho- 
logy of change is absent. Instead, there is a 
sense of political indecision, pulling apart, 
and slow motion. 

The political thrust has been blunted 
and confused by continuing dissensions with- 
in the Janata Party. What did the Janata mani- 
festo promise? The Janata Party, it affirmed, 
“is not a mere alliance of parties but a new 
national party to which the Congress(O), the 
Bharatiya Lok Dal, the Jan Sangh, the 
Socialist Party, Independent Congressmen 

„апа many others stand firmly committed. 
This manifesto is a solemn reaffirmation of 
that common resolve". Maybe the leaders of 
the party would like to reflect on that pledge 
and judge whether they are keeping true faith 
with the people in projecting their differences 
instead of building on common ground and 
on factors that unite. Thoughtless destruction 
of the party, with some going as far as to hob- 
nob with the discredited tyrants of yesterday, 
would be an act of political recklessness. 

Inaction: If only the Janata Party would 
act on its manifesto it could forge new bonds 
of unity and rediscover its true strength. The 

Lok Pal Bill is awaited. Electoral reforms are 

not Yet in sight. There is little movement 
towards restructuring Panchayati Raj, and 
of reform of urban government there is no 
sign at all. The movement towards broad- 
casting autonomy is unconscionably slow. 
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Little thinking is evident on cheaper options 
for mass transport systems or on a national 
energy policy. Necessary legislation (о 
give coherence to industrial relations and 


purposeful trade unionism has been stalled | 


and a commendable effort towards attempt- 
ing to structure the beginnings of a wages, 
incomes and prices policy has been aborted, 
with business interests inweighing against 
necessary moves to enlarge and refine the 
public distribution system through a grass- 
roots network of fair price shops reaching 
down to population clusters of 2,000 even 
in the rural areas. One could go on. Even 
debate on these issues is muted and little 
effort has been made to build public opinion. 

Lip service is constantly paid to agrarian 
reform but precious little has been done 
about it, especially in the Janata Party ruled 
states. On the contrary there has been every 
evidence of masterly inactivity for lack. of 
political will. The matter has acquired 
urgency because although the new farm 
technology is neutral to scale, small and 
marginal farmers and insecure tenants and 
share-croppers do not enjoy equal access or 
incentive to adopt improved methods or use 
the available infrastructure. The dice is 
loaded against them. 

The second green revolution that is now 
under way in both dry and irrigated regions 
all over the country is going to accentuate 
agrarian tensions as the new technology holds 
out promise of great gain to those that have. 
Pressures on the small, underprivileged and 
unorganized must therefore be expected to 
mount progressively and give a sharper edge 
to caste-class conflicts that could end in 
bloody violence. At that stage, problems of 
law and order and crisis management will 
usurp all attention and the development 
process will suffer just when it could gain 
significant acceleration. 

It is precisely on such a wave of diversi- 
fied agricultural growth with equity that the 
Janata Party could begin to deliver on its 
promise of the New Village and the right to 
work. It would sometimes appear that the 
nature of the problems and opportunities 
ahead are not comprehended at all by 
politicians who, like some generals, fussily 
plan to fight yesterday's wars. 

Vital Issues: Likewise, inadequate thou- 
ght has been given to emerging issues of 
water policy, especially in the dry belt. Who 
owns water? How should it be distributed? 


Should there be any priorities or prohibi- _ 


tions regarding its use? And how should it be 
priced? In the semi-arid tracts, water, not 
land, is the critical constraint. With the new 
dry-farming technology coming into vogue 


| 
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portunities 


and with the increasing exploitation of 
groundwater and surface flows, appropriate 
water policies need to be articulated. These 
are not merely technical but vital political 
issues. 

While these issues have been side- 
tracked, national attention has been strangely 
diverted to a total red herring, the so-called 
Garland Canal Scheme to which a fascinated 
prime minister has given more publicity than 
to any other single project in any field over 
the past two years. He has now told Parlia- 
ment that the scheme, earlier referred to the 
Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) 
on grounds that are not at all clear, has now 
been additionally referred to the World 

= > E - 


‘THE PARTY IS Two 
VEARS OLD.WHAT 
CAN YOU EXPECT 


Bank and to Soviet experts. This would be 
unexceptionable but for the fact that the 
Garland Canal Scheme has been dismissed as 
technically unfeasible, scientifically unsound, 
and incoherently expressed by all competent 
Indian water resource, scientific and ad- 
ministrative departments as well as the 
Planning Commission. 

If a further scientific and technical dis- 
cussion were necessary in India this could 
have been easily organized. But what has 
happened is that the entire body of Indian 
scientific and professional opinion has been 
totally bypassed to project abroad a scheme 
which, if feasible, would profoundly affect 
the very basis of planning, national develop- 
ment priorities and foreign policy. 

Disservice: Equally striking is the fact 
that the author of the Garland Canal Project, 


Captain Dinshaw Dastur, has been unable 
to defend or scientifically explain his project 
in public gatherings or symposia. Everyone is 
entitled to advance and canvass ideas and 
specific project proposals. But for the prime 
minister to divert Indian engineering energy 
into an intellectual desert is a mighty national 
disservice. The ecological, political, technical 
and scientific question marks raised by the 
Garland Canal Project are so basic and 
formidable that to give it a priority before 
all else without any known government 
statement of what it thinks the scheme is 
about, seems an act of runaway whimsicality. 
Meanwhile, more urgent matters wait. 

A new educational policy has been 
promised and this will be awaited with 
interest. Two key elements would be to 
delink degrees from jobs, which should be 
filled through qualifying tests where neces- 
sary, and to develop part-time, non-formal 
and non-sequential systems of elementary 
education imparted by part-time instructors 
such as craftsmen and farmers drawn from 
local communities, in parallel to more 
formal systems. This is necessary if the large 
poll of non-school going children and so- 
called drop-outs are to be brought within the 
learning system. 

The near-total breakdown in higher 
education especially in Uttar Pradesh and 
Bihar has assumed the proportions of a 
national disaster. Standards have declined 
precipitately and all values have been negated. 
A. drastic overhaul is overdue and it would be 
far better to close down the errant institu- 
tions or universities totally for some time than 
let the virus spread. 

Danger: There is no visible movement 
to push ahead with the promise of legal 
reforms to make justice speedy and inexpen- 
sive and bring it within reach of the poor 
through legal aid. The due process of law as 
it obtains today is exploited by the wealthy, 
the vested interests, and opponents of change 
for their own ends, and there is little redress 
for the vast majority. Court arrears are 
mounting. The danger is that unless the judi- 
cial system can deliver, it will be bypassed 
and issues will be settled in the streets and 
through violence. 

There is much else in the Janata Party 
manifesto that remains virtually untouched. 
Unless the Janata Party acts swiftly, the 
time and the mood for reform will have pass- 
ed and the country will find itself overtaken 
by events which it is no longer able to in- 
fluence and shape. 

As the Janata Party enters its third year 
in office it should heed the warning: “It is 
later than you think.” 
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(From left) Karpoori Thakur, Raj Nard dx S. N. Singh at Jamshedpur 


ANATA PARTY 


Tenuous Existence 


out of the chief minister's chair 

_ M Karpoori Thakur was squatting moro- 

| sely at the house of his comrade and confidant 

| Pranab Chatterji, MP, in Patna. He did not 

seem to have much to do: all morning he had 

| been packing his bags to clear out of his 

official residence. Only four days earlier in 

| | Jamshedpur he had been very much master of 

remonies; he gave the impression of being 

in complete control politically. In the midst 

{of questions about the communal riots 

! someone had weakly asked if the chief minis- 

Iter had any plans for postponing the meeting 

of the state’s Janata Legislature Party (JLP). 

| Thakur snapped back. He intended to do 
“nothing of the sort. 

| Now it was all over. "I was not in the 

least expecting it," he said; but apart from 

unleashing his venom upon the Rashtriya 

[| Swyamsewak Sangh (RSS) and the Con- 

ess For Democracy (CFD)—whose nth- 

_ hour withdrawal of support was the crucial 

factor for his defeat— Thakur was keeping 

_ his opinions to himself. “I knew it was 

1 happening—the RSS lobby had been or- 

ganizing itself and trying for the past few 

months to show their strength. But I didn't 

Ik Jagjivan Babu would let me down." 

Raj Narain, Thakur's chief propagand- 

n was at his mouth in both 


Т: days after he was rudely ejected 


sugar lobby E The liquor houses 
ud 25 top industrialists were involved in 


the toppling of this Government. But wait 
till we topple them. They won't last a day in 
the new Assembly. We'll finish them off in 
no time." 

Rejoicing: Not too far away in the MLA 
quarters in Patna there were celebrations. 
A small crowd had gathered to hail the 
mildly innocuous new Harijan chief minister, 
56-year-old Ram Sunder Das who, without 
any ministerial background or experience. 
suddenly found himself installed in what 
appears to be an era of puppet chief ministers 
being manipulated by the leaders in New 
Delhi. 

The political fall-out engineered in Patna 
by the Jan Sangh (with RSS leader Sundar 
Singh Bhandari camping to put the final 
touches in the bargaining scheme) might, in 


Das—rise from anonymity 


retrospect, appear predictable after the fall 
of the last Uttar Pradesh ministry in February. 
But together the two states have embarked 
on a path that might be the final phase of 
Janata Party rule; because if the newly-born 
ministries in these two crucial states indulge 
in any more toppling, then the whole edifice 
in New Delhi might come crashing down. 
Savage shows of strength in Bihar and 
Orissa (one Bharatiya Lok Dal (BLD) bird 
flew, the other did not) had their immediate 
repercussions in Haryana and Himachal 
Pradesh last fortnight. Devi Lal promptly 
sacked four Jan Sangh ministers, Shanta 
Kumar walked the razor's edge again, and 


in New Delhi the plot dangerously thickened. 


And as Finance Minister Charan Singh, 
leaning heavily on his stick, slowly walked 
into the South Block to attend a routine 
Cabinet meeting on April 19, he realized 
that he had been isolated again. Despite his 
strenuous efforts to teach “communal Jan 


Charan Singh and Jagjivan Ram-— no love lost 
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Sangh" а lesson, his grand strategy had failed. 
Karpoori Thakur, his unfailing protégé, 
had badly miscalculated and burnt his 
fingers, after full assurances that he could 
survive the show of strength. Charan Singh's 
old bêre noir, Jagjivan Ram, had helped 
pull the carpet from under his feet, and Prime 
Minister Morarji Desai smiled benignly 
over his new-found connection with the 
Jan Sangh. 

Belligerent: But no sooner had he lost. 
than Thakur was on the war-path in 
Patna. His followers would not support the 
new ministry, he declared. There could 
be no question of a compromise, especially 
as his decision to investigate the Jamshedpur 
riots was now to be reconsidered. Raj Narain 
was off to Lucknow to issue more explosive 
statements and rake up trouble in UP. 

Later, on his way to Delhi and Bombay 
(where he was seeking “JP’s” blessings) Ram 
Sunder Das was accompanied by the chief 
Jan Sangh forces of Bihar who had set him 
up as a "safe" chief minister unlikely to make 
trouble. Satyendra Narain Singh, the presi- 
dent of the state's Janata Party who was in- 
strumental in winning the game for the Jan 
Sangh, was happily licking his chops as he 
held forth on the subject of Karpoori 
Thakur’s evils. “Не was weak, witless and 
incapable of ever taking a decision. Every 
body outside Bihar thought him to bea clean 
honest man. But in Bihar he became synony- 
mous with corruption.” As for his own part in 
Thakur's downfall, Singh was eager to spill 
all the beans: “Jan Sangh leaders in Delhi 
had been warning me since last year that 
Karpoori was eroding our base in Bihar. He 
had to go. Of course, we had it all planned 
long ago but I was not getting the green 
signal from Delhi. What with the UP crisis 
and JP's illness, the matter got delayed for 
a while." 

Jagjivan Ram's “betrayal” of the BLD 
in Bihar is attributed by sources in the defeat- 
ed camp to reasons as various as “BLD 
leaders’ refusal to return Suresh Ram’s 
porno pictures” and the Harijan leader’s 
insecurity at the growing strength of the 
Jat-Yadav lobby. 

Uncertainty: But even as the new minis- 
try takes over in Bihar, Thakur is consolidat- 
ing his mandate with the help of the Congress 
led by Abdul Ghafoor and certain Sarvodaya 
and Chhatra Sangharsh Samiti elements. 
Already there is talk of a mid-term poll in the 
two most populous and politically unstable 
states of north India. 

On the second anniversary of its incep- 


tion the Janata Party might be racked by the . 


cancers of venom and vengeance in the states 
but it is in the individual interests of New 
Delhi’s seemingly ageless trio to show restra- 
int, and keep the party in power at the Centre 
while the bickering continues elsewhere. 
No thought could be as nightmarish for them 
as the idea of another general election. 
—SUNIL SETHI 
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OST crises are man-made, the power 
MS in West Bengal which led 

to an unprecedented shut down of 
electric supply to all industry for a week, 
even more so. Jyoti Basu, the unflappable 
chief minister of the benighted state, took it 
coolly, as if half expecting it. At the height of 
the crisis, with much of Calcutta engulfed in 
darkness, Basu, who also holds the power 
portfolio, was away on party work in north 
Bengal. Then he went to Madras to attend a 
trade union conference, also a party affair. 
He was so busy with party work that the 
state was unrepresented at the recent con- 
ference of state power ministers in New 
Delhi. And when the crisis struck the power-e 
ful commissar turned yogi and quietly disap- 
peared from the scene. 

A further reflection of his curiously 
cavalier attitude was evident when he spoke 
to INDIA TODAY in his Writer's Building office 
in Calcutta last week. Sitting dwarfed behind 
a mammoth desk—a legacy of past chief 
ministers no doubt but hardly suited to a 
trade union activist—the chief minister's 
office positively blazed. Lamps of brilliant 
radiance shed light and more than one air- 
conditioner hummed away, even as virtually 
all industry using power from the Calcutta 
system had ground to a halt and severe load- 
shedding was being practised in moŝt city 
areas. Basu was quick to pile the blame on the 
previous Government and absolve himself 
of the sudden seriousness of the situation. 
“1 was not aware," he pleaded, “that things 
were so bad. How was I to know that there 
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As Bengal suffers lights blaze in Basws office E, 


had been no maintenance, that nothing | 
had been done to establish reserves and that | 
the machines had been slogged so heavily?” 
Failure of machines, of course, is even- | 
tually in the hands of the men who manag: 
them. And although Basu, like any othe 
politician, mostly accuses opposition trad 
unions (in this case, the Congress-led L 


who he claims have ganged up agai 
own party's Centre of Indian Trade U 


union leader now running the Governmen 
“After all, ” said an observer in Calcutta last 
week, “if Jyoti Basu had been in the 
Opposition today, he would have made sure | 
that there were rallies and bandhs and pro- - 
cessions everyday in protest against the 
present situation. He knows he can get away 
with it because there is no opposition.” 
West Bengal ıs probably the wo; 
managed state in the country and the co 
munists have done nothing to improve 
situation. “We have no reserves and 
adjustments were possible in cases 0 
failure. There has been deep-seated lal 
tension and no manpower plannin 
Santaldih and Bandel plants and disci 
was at a very low ebb when we took « 
says S. M. Murshed, the state 
power commissioner who, as one 
chief ministers blue-eyed administ 
took office in April last year. Mu 
that no one, least of all the | 
trialists, hit the worst, could f 
the appalling situatio 
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ed in the third week of March when the 
fire brigade had to be called on several oc- 
casions to rescue people stranded in ele- 
vators and everything, from Calcutta's trams 
to telephones, was a write off. (Of the four 
75-megawatt units at Bandel, only one was 
working; of the two functioning 120-mega- 
watt units in Santaldih, one worked; the 
Damodar Valley Corporation (DVC) and 
the Durgapur Projects Ltd (DPL) both 
simultaneously registered a sharp drop in 
their supplies to the Calcutta system; and 
power generation on the whole dropped to 
as low as 280 megawatt a day when the 
minimum demand is of 550 megawatt). 
“But even under an ideal situation with all 
channels working full blast we cannot get 
away without a shortage of 50 megawatt,” 
admits Murshed, even as the chairman of 
the West Bengal State Electricity Board 
(WBSEB) S. S. Dasgupta spends most of 


his time these days literally going round with - 


a begging bowl to cadge a few megawatts 
from neighbouring boards in Bihar and 
Orissa to meet the daily consumption. 

As the officials in Calcutta wring their 
hands in panic, the Centre looks askance 
at the situation they have invited. A senior 
official in the Energy Ministry in New Delhi 
told INDIA TODAY that power projects in 
West Bengal taken up four years ago are far 
behind schedule. Had they been commis- 
sioned on time, the installed capacity would 
have doubled by now. (The third unit at 
Santaldih station manufactured by Bharat 
Heavy Electricals (Bhel) was to have begun 
functioning in December 1975; it was in 
fact installed in October last year and 
Murshed admits that it has broken down no 
less than 12 times in under four months). 

The power generation to the eastern 
region as a whole (including West Bengal) 
increased by only two per cent in 1978—79 
against an average rise of 12 per cent for the 
country as a whole. There is, according to 
the Planning Commission, enough installed 
capacity in the state (1,500 megawatt), but 
the maintenance is so poor and breakdowns 
so many that utilization is very much below 
par. The administration is so negligent—and, 
possibly, even indifferent—that the five gas 
turbine sets of 20 megawatt each (one 
megawatt = 1,000 kilowatt) imported from 
Britain on a ‘crash’ basis have not yet been 
commissioned. Some sets have not even 
been unpacked and the packages rot in the 
sun. 

The situation in West Bengal is further 
complicated by the communists’ attempt to 
politicize every activity in the state, from 
Panchayat elections to labour management. 
It is an open secret that the ruling party in 
the state is pushing its own men into every 
crevice in the establishment and the Com- 
munist Party of India-Marxist (CPI-M) trade 
union, CITU, is having a heyday making 
rings round every other trade union. There is 
no discipline worth the name in any of the 
power plants and the management dare not 
enforce discipline where the cadre of the 


Bandel Power Station—low-level working 


ruling party is involved. The energy crisis has 
severely affected the summer paddy crop as 
also potato cultivation. Along with erratic 
power, diesel too has disappeared from the 
market, resulting in destruction of nearly 
half the standing crop. 

In Santaldih the most notoriously 
inefficient of all units, for instance, CITU 
workers prevented the engineers from re- 
pairing all the tubes of a boiler unit on the 
excuse that only one was leaking. “It is a 
conspiracy to undermine the left front govern- 
ment by shutting down the unit,” they 
protested. The inevitable result was that 
the boiler burst when it was put back on 
stream and the powerhouse had to be 
closed down. In another instance last April 
a trade union worker, Kamal Ghosh, beat 
up an engineer in full view of other workers. 
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The power crisis in West Bengal is the - 
cumulative effect of indiscipline in the plants, 
gross neglect of equipment, inter-union rival- 
ry, jealousy among engineers and, above all, 
politics. The last is a special gift of Jyoti 
Basu and company. i 
But maladministration and neglect of | 
equipment are not confined to West Bengal 
alone. About this time every year, a crisis 
in power generation and supply erupts | 
almost all over the country like a seasonal | 
epidemic, its dimensions varying from state 
to state. It began this year with a complete 
six-day shut down in West Bengal and a 
near-breakdown in neighbouring Bihar and 
it is a matter of time before it spreads to 
Assam, Maharashtra, Madhya Pradesh and 
New Delhi, roughly in that order. Delhi, 
like Calcutta, is perpetually in the throes 
of a crisis and hardly a day passes without a 
major trip-up at one or the other of its supply. 
points. З 
Andhra Pradesh and Kerala with ex- 
portable power surpluses have helped stave 
off power crisis in the southern region by 
sharing it with Karnataka and Tamil Nadu, 
where demand cuts have created operational 
problems for the continuous process in- 
dustries. Textile mills and other units work- 
ing through the week have been forced to- 
shut for a day. Mills have also not been able 
to switch on generating sets following the 
ban on the supply of high speed diesel oil for 
power generation in the industrial sector. | 
Tamil Nadu mill owners are sore that an 
investment of over Rs 10 crore for installin 
standby generators of capacity for produc- 
ing 1,00,000 KVA have been made unpro- 
ductive with the ban on diesel oil. 
The Southern India Mills’ Association | 
has warned that Tamil Nadu accounted for 
more than a third of the yarn delivered to 
handlooms, powerlooms and knitting fa 
tories in the country and fall in yarn p 
duction in the state will lead to a | 
reaction in the decentralized sectors. Ta 
Nadu and Kerala have worked out a pow: 
deal whereby the additional power will 
used by cement units to work to full capacity: 
and divert a part of the production to. 
Kerala. Karnataka has decided to buy power 
under a four-year agreement with Keral: 
23 paise a unit. 
In Europe, there have been cases whe 
even a minor power black-out has led to t 
resignation of top executives. But in In 
power shut downs, like corruption i 
places, are accepted as a fact of life. And i 
perhaps this passive acceptance, more th 
anything else, that is at the root of the 
indifference, bordering almost on с 
ness, which characterizes the general attitud 
towards power development in the « 
It is not as if there has been no 
ment at all through all these ye 
but a growing economy has 
petite for power which nevi 
adequate enough. The in 
has increased nearly 15 ti 
pendence— from just unde 
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in 1947 to 29,000 megawatt in 1978—79— 
but the rate has slackened off with the years 
and it is now nowhere near what it should be. 

A rate of growth of 10 per cent per 
year is considered moderate for a developing 
country, which, when compounded, gives a 
doubling period of around seven and a half 
years. By this token, the current installed 
capacity should have been of the order of 
40,000 megawatt, as against 29,000 megawatt 
—a shortfall of 11,000 megawatt, or more than 
25 per cent. It must be said to the Janata 
Government’s credit that it has recognized 
the crucial role that electricity plays in the 
country’s economy by stepping up the outlay 
on power from 18 per cent (of the total 
public sector outlay) in the fifth plan (1974— 
79) to 23 per cent or Rs 15,750 crore in the 
sixth plan. But such crash programmes are 
always suspect particularly when neither 
the equipment manufacture unit like Bhel 
nor the state electricity board are equipped 
to handle such a huge increase in their 
responsibilities. 

Bhel has recently come up for consider- 
able criticism, a good deal of it politically 
motivated—the Industry Ministry had to fly 
out a team of Bhel specialists to Calcutta 
headed, not by Bhel chairman or engineering 
director, but by a secretary in the ministry. 
There are genuine doubts whether its manu- 
facturing programme is in line with the 
realities of the situation. 

The manager of the Pathratu Power 
Station in Bihar has complained that the 
sets made by Bhel are subject to frequent 
breakdowns, as is the ill-fated third unit at 
Santaldih which was apparently not the 
case with the old sets supplied by Soviet 
organizations. The Bhel answer is that they 
are working to specifications over which 
they have no control and if, for instance, the 
ash content in coal goes on increasing as it 
has been doing, they can do little about it. 
The ash content in middlings can be as much 
as 40 per cent which means that of every 
100 tonne of coal received, 40 tonne is just 
ash. This leads to colossal corrosion and 
abrasion of boilers and auxiliaries, including 
high wear and tear in coal mills and fans, 
and eventually, reduces efficiency. However, 
according to some engineers, the Russian 
equipment is apparently sturdier and being 
less automated, can be adjusted quickly to 
take care of changes in coal supplies. If 
so, the attempts of Bhel to update design 
may be of questionable utility. Under Indian 
conditions, it may be better to go in for 
sturdier and less automated equipment based 
on relatively backward technologies rather 
than highly sophisticated plants that cannot 
take the rough with the smooth. 

The babu-ridden State Electricity Boards 
(SEBs) are.in a class by themselves. Most 
SEBs do not have trained staff to man the 
new large size generating units and in the case 
of West Bengal (WBSEB) vacancies, beginn- 
ing with two on the board itself, remain unfill- 
ed for years particularly at the level of assis- 
tant engineers. On the other hand, Jyoti Basu's 
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major grouse against his predecessor, 
Siddhartha Shankar Ray has been that he 
inducted no less than 12,000 people into the 
WBSEB, mostly as an election sop. “What 
am I to do?” says chairman Dasgupta, “Jam 
still left with 4,000 people to accommodate.” 

But more important than their endemic 
inefficiency (on market day at Santaldih 
droves of workers and engineers have been 
known to saunter out to spend the day 
loafing in the town and leaving the plant to 
the mercy of no one in particular) SEBs in 
general are apparently totally immune to the 
‘profit’ culture. 

The power supply in Calcutta was among 
the best in India—next only to Bombay— 
as long as it was operated by the Calcutta 
Electric Supply Company Limited, a British- 
owned company, that was nationalized in 
the early "70s. Since then, electricity in 
Calcutta has never been quite the same again. 
The boards have to depend on state govern- 
ments, that is local small-time politicians, 
for budgetary allocation and this has affected 
their management and efficiency no end. 
It is doubtful whether things will really 
improve if engineers instead of babus 
man the upper heights of the manage- 
ment ladder. 

The WBSEB is headed by an 
engineer—its secretary and public relations 
men are also engineers—but this has not 
improved its functioning, nor its public 
relations. The Atomic Energy Commission is 
also headed by an engineer (who is also 
secretary of his department and reports 
directly to the prime minister) but the Com- 
mission is even more inefficient than some 
electricity boards. The babu vs the engineer 
is a red herring: the management of SEBs is 
not better or worse than that of other public 
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sector organizations. It just seems worse 
because it is not as remote as, say, Hindustan 
Steel or National Seeds Corporation. 
Power is in a mess, because it is every- 
body's and, therefore, nobody's baby. Be- 
cause power is money, everybody has a finger 
in it. There are, apart from the much maligned 
SEBs, power departments of state govern- 
ments, their irrigation departments in charge 
of hydro-electric projects, project control 
boards (for inter-state projects), regional 
electricity boards, Central Electricity 
Authority, the Union ministries of Energy 
and Irrigation, Atomic Energy Commission, 
Ministry of Petroleum and Chemicals and 
the Oil and Natural Gas Commission, 
National Thermal Power Corporation, 
Rural Electrification Corporation, Planning 
Commission, Ministry of Industry—the list 
is endless. Any one of these organizations 
can bring the parade to a halt. This is only as 
far as planning is concerned. 3 
Where it comes to operations, there is 
the familiar merry-go-round of complaints 
and back-passing; railways blaming Coal 
India, Coal India blaming electricity board 
and electricity board blaming railways. With 
over a score of organizations at each other’s 
throat, it is a minor miracle that there is any 
power at all at the end of the cable. 
Things might perhaps improve if the 
power establishment is debureaucratized and 
a profit element is introduced in certain 
limbs of the power industry. In Maharashtra, 
Tatas run in tandem with the state electri- 
city board, and this is apparently good for 
both. In highly industry-intensive areas like, 
for instance, Calcutta, a large power station, 
owned and operated by a private sector 
company would keep the ‘sarkari power 
complex on its toes. Jyoti Basu may not like 
such a non-Marxist solution to the power] 
problem, but, on the other hand, he might, 
asit would afford him and his colleagues more 
time to deal with pressing party affairs 
instead of worrying about such trifles as 
leaking boiler tubes, stuck valves and the 
wear and tear on turbine blades. E 
—JAY DUBASHI and SUNIL SETHI with 
Bureau Reports 


Bhutto’s execution has 
| i severely buffeted the pro- 
; IUE Pakistan movement in 

Y | Kashmir Valley. Cries of 
‘Down with Pakistan” 
and “Quit Azad Kashmir" 
8 rent the air even in Pak- 
occupied Kashmir as anti-Zia demonstrators 
\\ took to the street. The Pakistani authorities 
‘alarmed at the escalating violence cracked 
down heavily on the protestors, many of 
| || whom attempted to cross over to the Indian 
Hi side of Kashmir. 
\ | The Indian border force, alerted by New 
Delhi on April 4, prevented a large influx of 
refugees but 12 families reportedly managed 
to infiltrate into the Indian territory of 
‘Poonch and Rajouri sectors. A senior 
| official told mpa торлу that the 
| Il authorities “have not taken any final decision 
| со far about the people who have crossed 
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A demonstration against Bhutto’s execution 
Lover" but patrolling on the line of actual 
control has been intensified to prevent 
“Шера!” entry. Over 100 persons, who had 
tried to cross into the Uri and Keran areas 
‘of Kashmir and Poonch sector in the Jammu 
‘region were reportedly forced back by Indian 
security forces. The official said that refugees 
who have managed to infiltrate are seeking 
asylum on the plea that “a reign of terror has 
een unleashed by Pakistan authorities 
gainst pro-Bhutto men". 
Pro-Indian: In the state Assembly 
recently in session in Jammu, both the 
Opposition and ruling National Conference 
jembers urged "steps to get back Pak- 
held Kashmir”. At several rallies in Srinagar, 

speakers, resentful of Prime Minister Desai 
reating Bhutto’s case as Pakistan s internal 
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matter raised pro-India slogans. In fact, most 
Kashmiris are veering round to the view 
that Sheikh Abdullah’s decision to support 
accession to India in 1947 was "right" and he 
stands vindicated by *undemocratic develop- 
ments in Pakistan". 

A political observer, however, cautioned 
that the anti-Pakistan feeling presently 
swamping the Kashmir Valley has not chang- 
ed the basic thinking of the pro-Pakistan 
lobby in Srinagar. Political groups like 
Maulvi Farooq's Awami Action Committee, 
Maqbool Mahaz Party and People's League 
Party have not denounced their commitment 
for a plebiscite to decide the future of 
Kashmir. 

Says a Kashmiri leader: “А concrete 
change in the thinking of the pro-Pak lobby 
would very much depend on Zia's failure to 
handle Pakistan after Bhutto.” 

—B. L. KAK 


SIKKIM 


Ethnic Struggle 


It is now fairly certain that 
Sikkim’s state Assembly elec- 
tions will be deferred at least 
till November or may be, 
even till March next year. But 
some of the controversies 

D triggered off by the possi- 
bility of an April poll continue to be avidly 
debated. 

Almost all issues in Sikkim originate 
from and end in its ethnic diversity. Lepchas, 
the original inhabitants are today facing 
extinction; the Bhutias who ruled after 
them are also in a minority. Nepalis, who 
immigrated in large numbers in the late 
19th and the early 20th centuries, are now in 
an overwhelming majority and are clamour- 
ipg for their right to rule. Adding to the 
confusion are a large number of plainsmen, 
identified as “of Indian origin": The tension 
and bitterness created by the ethnic struggle 
have cut across party lines. 

The Central and state governments are 
committed to the abolition of the present 
*parity system" under which Lepchas and 
Bhutias who constitute only 20 per cent of 
the population have 15 seats reserved in 
the 32-member Assembly. Nepalis—in 1975, 
of 133,000 voters 98,000 were Nepalis— 
also have a similar number of seats. This was 
done under a formula devised by the 
Chogyal to keep Nepali power in check. 
Nepalis find this regulation stifling under it 
since they cannot hope to dominate Sikkim’s 
politics. 

Citizenship Problems: Sikkim will proba- 
bly be the first region in the recent past, where 
the most debated issues in the elections will 


the merger of Sikkim with India, the Indian 
Government granted citizenship to all 
Sikkimese subjects listed by the former 
Chogyal's administration. But Nepalis who 
came to Sikkim after 1961 —when the Sikkim 
Subject Regulation came into force— were 
not made Sikkim subjects and hence were 
missed out in the Indian list as well. Ironica]. 
ly, the political movement of 1973 which 
had dethroned the Chogyal, Palden Thon. 
dup Namgyal, had the active backing of 
thousands of such Nepalis. They are said to 
number about 50,000 and Nepali politicians 
are working hard for their inclusion on the 
election rolls. 

Incongruity: An equally unfortunate 
case is that of people of Indian origin in 
Sikkim, who are estimated to number about 
60,000. In the normal course, when a person 
changes his place of residence from one 
state to another no restriction is placed on 
his right to contest an election from his new 
state. But in Sikkim, people of Indian 
origin—some have been staying since very 
long—who form over 20 per cent of the 
population are foreigners in their own count- 
ry and do not retain the right to contest 
elections. This section is likely to be alarmed 
by the reported remark of Ram Chandra 
Poudyal, Sikkim's Tourist, Land Reforms 
and Forest Minister that the question of 
"Indian" immigrants could not be sorted 
out before that of the Nepali immigrants 
was settled. The Nepalis are apparently not 
too keen on the induction of “Indians” on 
the election rolls since this might weaken 
their power base. 

The questions of protective representa- 
tion and citizenship right for Nepalis will 
only be settled when the Central Govern- 
ment introduces a bill in Parliament defining 
its objectives and intentions in "public 
interest". Until then Sikkim promises to be 
an unkind home for its numerous settlers. 

—PRAKASH YOGI 


THE NORTH-EAST 
No Peace Signs 


Peking's assurance to For- 
eign Minister Atal Behari 
if Vajpayee during his recent 
visit to China that no assis- 
tance would be given to 
Naga rebels has come as a 
crippling blow to the insur- 
gents. Particularly dismayed are the rebels— 
reported to number over 3,000—who have 
been camping across the border in Burma 
since 1977 because they cannot hope to enter 
India without Chinese assistance. 

After the January 5 massacre of Assa- 
mese villagers by armed Naga rebels, the 
situation along the Assam-Nagaland border 
has become quite fluid. For the first time 
since the Shillong Accord of November 1975 
the Nagas have taken to attacking security 
personnel. In the last week of March, Naga 
rebels ambushed an army patrol killing 
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seven jawans and injuring tour seriously. 

To add to their problems, curfew has 
been imposed for two months along the 
entire Indo-Burmese border to prevent re- 
bels from crossing over into India. Smugglers 
often cross the borders on bribing the offi- 
cials and underground elements have taken 
advantage of this. They have gone across 
the border for guerilla training and returned, 
masquerading as smugglers. 

Top Naga rebel leaders are meanwhile 
working hard to arrange another round of 
talks between Prime Minister Morarji Desai 
and the self-exiled Naga leader A.Z. Phizo. 
But chances of bringing the two together 
at the negotiating table are slim. Immediately 
after the unproductive talks in London 
between them in June 1977, Phizo had repor- 
tedly circulated spliced tapes of the talks 
to his followers and after this, Desai has 
naturally assumed a rigid stand: Phizo has 
first to become an Indian citizen and give 
up the demand for a sovereign Nagaland 
before the start of negotiations. 

Difficult: New Delhi may try to be 
flexible on the demand for a sovereign 
Nagaland but on the question of Phizo’s 
nationality, Desai is unlikely to budge. 
If Phizo were to come to India as a British 
citizen, the issue would be internationalized. 
On Phizo’s part, Desai is asking for the 
impossible because he (Phizo) still maintains 
that Nagaland is not a part of India. It is 
unlikely that for just another round of talks 
he would throw everything he stands for to 
the winds. 

Meanwhile, the Naga rebels now in 
India and Burma have no inclination to 
accept the Shillong Accord of 1975 in letter 
and spirit. This has been one of the main 
reasons for the failure of the series of talks 
at Pangsa between rebel leaders and represen- 
tatives of the Nagaland Peace Council. 

The hostile attitude of the local 
population has been the result of their 
exploitation by unscrupulous businessmen 
who have converged on this region from all 
over the country. Moreover, candidates 
from other states, taking advantage of the 
low level of literacy, have grabbed a large 
percentage of the white-collar jobs. To 
top this, the people feel neglected by the 
Centre. Under the circumstances, the people 
have been quick to respond to the anti- 
Indian propaganda of the rebels. 

Violence: Nearby Mizoram and Mani- 
pur have also been badly affected. With the 
expulsion of Laldenga from the Mizo 
National Front, the strength of the Mizo 
rebels has been considerably reduced. But 
with elections to the 30-member Mizoram 
Assembly held recently, political parties 
had taken up the cry that Mizoram’s 
problems cannot be solved without the 
participation of Mizo rebels. In Manipur, 
policemen and jawans have been shot down 
in broad daylight only to. have their arms 
snatched. The number of bank heists and 
hold-ups has risen as the underground 
elements intensify their search for funds 


to finance their activities. But until now, 
not one of the insurgents has been arrested. 
Though the impossibility of arranging 
talks between Desai and Phizo is apparent, 
it has also become increasingly clear that 
Nagaland at least cannot hope to see peace 
until Central leaders and the Naga National 
Council—of which Phizo is the president— 

come to an amiable settlement. 
—IBOYAIMA LAITHANGBAM 


KERALA 


The RSS Factor 


A long round of tantrums 
dealt with Бу  placatory 
moves has finally come to an 
end in Kerala politics. The 
desperate attempts by Com- 
* | munist Party of India (CPI) 
| Chief Minister P. K. Vasu- 
devan Nair and his colleagues in the coalition 
government to rope in the Communist 
Party of India-Marxist (CPI-M) have failed. 
The need was urgent in view of four Assembly 
byelections scheduled for May 17. 

The ruling front had been going out of 
its way to have the Marxists on its side. 
On Marxist leader E. M. S. Namboodiripad's 
demand, its leaders readily responded by 
publicly declaring that the front had never 
been anti-Marxist. They agreed with the 
CPI-M proposal that there should be “no 
liberalization of pension for MLAs". During 
the Rajya Sabha election, in another at- 
tempt to woo the Marxists, the ruling front 
legislators gave their second votes to the 
CPI-M candidate, K. Chathunny Master. 
But Namboodiripad's conditions were stiff. 
He wanted the ruling front to express its 
regret publicly for having toppled his govern- 
ment in 1969 to usher in a CPI-led coalition 
government headed by C. Achutha Menon. 
But the ruling front'sleadersrefused to oblige. 

The political sparring and handshakes 
between the two were the result of a common 
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grc 
ence of the Rashtriya Swyamsewak S 
(RSS). This fear was spurred by the 
into the RSS of youth of the Marxi: 


is no need for the front to be apologetic to 
anyone about the functioning of its gover 
ment.” The front, he said, was functi 
well on the basis of certain programmes and 
policies. But he issued a last half-invitation 
to the CPI-M by underlining the need for all 
those opposed to reactionary forces to j 
hands at the state and national level. | 
Result: The end of one series of talks 
for the CPI-M merely meant the beginning | 
of another—this time successful. The Jana 
Party moved in swiftly and the Marxists hav: 
concluded a pact with it, the rebel Muslim 
League and the National Revolution: 
Socialist Party. The CPI-M will contest tw. 
seats and the Janata Party and the Muslim. 
League, one each. But the RSS factor 
stuck out like a sore thumb. According to. 
the agreement, the Janata Party will not field | 
an RSS candidate and the CPI-M will retain 
the right to attack the organization in 
campaign speeches. 
For the Janata Party it may not be such. 
a sweet victory. The RSS element in the | 
bargaining may cause unpleasantness be 
tween members of the former Jan Sangh an 
other constituents of the Janata Par 
For the ruling front on the other hand, 
might not prove to be such a bitter def: 
An alliance with the CPI-M, whom they hay 
vehemently opposed in the last two elections 
could have led to a fall in its credibility w: 
the voters. As for the Marxists, this summ 
in Kerala is likely to bea pleasant one. 
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Add a safety measure 
to your baby's wash 


Keep baby's world germ-free. Just add a few golden 
drops of Dettol to the last rinse when washing his 
nappies, sheets and clothes, to keep him safe and 

protected against alPtypes of germs. Dettol kills the 
germs that no amount of washing can remove. For 
the safest, freshest wash there's nothing like Dettol. 


Trust Dettol—for shaving, when there's illness- 
in the home, and of course for cuts.and wounds. 
It's got the healing touch. 
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| INDIRA GANDHI 


AUGHT in a pincer attack from 
the Janata Party's Special Courts 
move and from her rebellious 
| partymen, Mrs Indira Gandhi, 
li the imperious Empress of the 


| survival. Despite her attempts to quash the 
| Special Courts Bill it was passed through 


Ls 


Rajya Sabha where the Opposition enjoys a 
i majority. Now it is only a matter of time 
| b before it becomes law. 

lad Hard political realities are staring 
| starkly in her face. The Special Courts Bill 
| designed to bring to book those responsible 
5 for the excesses committed during the 1975— 
TNI 1977 Emergency is sending cold shivers down 
| M her spine. Her partymen and women who 
| € have perceived the shape of things to come 
] T have pointed out the danger signals, but her 
| £ arrogance and misplaced sense of grandeur 
[| ‘ have so far prevented her from coming to 
t terms with her political doom. One of her 
' former ministers attending the AICC-I 
2 session in Delhi quietly said: “She is now a 
| | political irrelevance. She will be summoned, 
1 prosecuted and sentenced." 

Her legal advisers fear that the Govern- 
ment has at least one strong case—the alleged 
| illegal detention of veteran freedom-fighter 

Bhim Sen Sachar. With less scope in a 
Special Court for legal manoeuvres to buy 
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time, Mrs Gandhi has reasons to worry 
about her political future. When she was 
jailed for contempt of Parliament last 
December, the public response in her favour 
in the north, which holds the key to national 
power, was weak. Though there were a hand- 
ful of demonstrations, some of them violent, 
there were virtually no public meetings in her 
support in marked contrast to the south. 
Under the circumstances a long spell in jail 

ecould be politically fatal for her. And here 
lies the crunch. 

Resistance: To stop the Special Courts 
from functioning, the Congress (I) will have 
to take the issue to the streets and organize 
nation-wide protests. This the older leaders 
like Karnataka Chief Minister Devraj Urs 
and Andhra Pradesh Chief Minister Chenna 
Reddy are reluctant to do. She needs the 
support of her errant son's organization— 
the Youth Congress. But any such upsurge 
of the discredited Youth Congress and their 
patron saint, Sanjay Gandhi, is being resisted 
bya growing number within the party. 

Said a pot-bellied senior delegate at the 
AICC-I pointing to the complacent dull 
assembly of delegates: “Look we are all 
finished. We can't fight any more. The party 
needs new blood but the problem is that of 
finding a matching blood group for transfu- 
sions. She is trying to give the party a transfu- 


ICC-I meeting in Delhi—some dared to criticize her 


sion with the Youth Congress and the two 
groups don't match. Naturally it will be 
rejected." 

Pipe-smoking Urs, probably the only 
other leader in the Congress (I) with a follow- 
ing of his own, fired the first salvo (see inter- 
view). One of the first speakers on the opening 
day of the session, he said: “If I know Mrs 
Gandhi’s mind, she will not bring him 
(Sanjay) to the forefront of politics.” Hitting 
out at the caucus around Mrs Gandhi, he 
threatened to “expose from public platforms” 
all those who “‘clandestinely and surrept- 
itiously" made use of Sanjay to get favours 
from Mrs Gandhi. 

The delegates to the AICC-I, in the 
air-conditioned Gujarati Samaj auditorium 
in old Delhi, heard him in stunned silence, 
except for a meek protest from the back- 
benches occupied by the Youth Congress 
members. When Urs resumed his seat on the 
podium, Mrs Gandhi stared at him and said: 
“I will resign.” Urs shot back: “I can also do 
that. But that is not going to solve our 
problems." A little later, Urs left the session. 
He had lunch with Maharashtra Congress 
leader V.P. Naik, and went back to his 
luxurious suite in the Karnataka Bhavan 
and slept while Mrs Gandhis camp 
pondered over the attack from one of her 
loyal supporters. 
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On the second day of the session, Urs 
continued to keep her in suspense and went 
off to attend an All India Muslim Youth 
Convention, one of whose patrons is Kashmir 
Chief Minister Sheikh Abdullah’s son 
Farooq. The message of Urs’s antics was 
clear—Mrs Gandhi could no longer count on 
his unconditional support. 

Here again, the underlying reason which 
provoked the Urs outburst was the ubiqui- 
tous Sanjay Gandhi. Apparently, some 
ministers in Urs’s cabinet like Transport and 
Tourism Minister Gundu Rao have been 
maintaining a direct dialogue with Sanjay, 
which has got Urs nervous. In addition, there 
is an election petition contesting Urs’s elec- 
tion in the state elections of February 1978, 
and if he is unseated by the court the leader- 
ship may well pass into the hands of the 
pro-Sanjay lobby in Kamataka. Urs also 
fears that if Mrs Gandhi is convicted, the 
leadership of the Congress (I) may fall into 
Sanjay’s lap. But this apprehension could 
well be a cloak to hide the ambition of a 
local chieftain who wants to come into the 
big league specially when his national leader 
is on the defensive. Obviously, his political 
mentor’s sense of timing has rubbed off on 
him, and Urs is likely to continue to apply 
pressure on Mrs Gandhi’s Achilles’ heel— 
Sanjay. 

Irked: Urs’s battle against Sanjay 
Gandhi and the caucus got a further boost 
when the attractive firebrand Tarakeshwari 
Sinha, who defected from the Congress (O) to 
Mrs Gandhi’s party during the Bihar move- 
ment in 1974, said: "Some people have 
formed a Saturn ring around you. People 
have opened shops to trade on your name and 
that of your son's." Mrs Gandhi, who was 
presiding, angrily rang the bell to interrupt 
her. “This is a session to discuss programmes, 
not personalities.” Sinha retorted: “If you 
Urs—fighting the Sanjay smell 
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are going to keep your eyes closed, nobody 
can help you.” 

When Mrs Gandhi continued to inter- 
rupt her, Sinha threw up her papers on the 
platform and walked out in a huff claiming 
that she was not allowed to speak. Only a 
couple of women in the front rows protested 
against Sinha's remarks. But outside the hall, 
Sinha became a heroine. They patted her on 
her back for speaking out her mind. Said 
Sinha: "Sometimes I feel we have to save 
Indira from Indira." 

It was now clear to Mrs Gandhi that 
the misdeeds of her taciturn wayward son 
were once again being visited on her and she 
was none too comfortable for it. She squirm- 
ed uneasily on the dais and twitched her 
eyebrows nervously, and showed the anno- 
yance of an empress who had been scolded by 
her retainers. But she kept a stony silence 
about the apple of her eye, on the grounds 
that she would not discuss personalities. 
This, however, did not prevent her from 
giving full rein to her loyal minions to rant 
about the hardships of being a prime 
minister's son. 

Ramachandra Rath, the president of the 
Youth Congress, said: “You are born into a 
family because of providence, but you be- 
come somebody because of yourself. A 
beggar's son and a prime minister’s son must 
have equal rights. You can't stop a beggar's 
son (from entering politics) just as you can't 
stop a prime minister's son.” He thought the 
campaign against Sanjay was part of a plot 
against the party and Mrs Gandhi. “It should 
be dealt with seriously when it shows signs 
of coming up within the party.” 

Threat: And to boost the lady's morale 
there was no shortage of rhetoric. Moving 
the resolutioncondemningthe Special Courts, 
leader of the Opposition, C. M. Stephen, 60: 
thundered: “Indira Gandhi is the com- 
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mander-in-chief of the party and the le 
of India. They will fight is battle [uud 
they will accept the challenge." And he 
added a veiled threat to potential candidates 
who might aspire to the benches of the 
Special Courts: “When this party assumes 
power anything will be forgiven. But a 
judge who offers to be the instrument of 
political vendetta commits a heinous crime. 
This cannot be forgiven.” 

The degree of Mrs Gandhi’s paranoia 
about the Special Courts was brought into 
sharp focus when a petition form against the 
“black law” was used by delegates to 
write a note for making an announcement. 
As soon as Mrs Gandhi saw the note, she 
grabbed the microphone and screamed in 
her schoolteacher voice: “Don’t misuse 
these forms. If you don’t wish to collect 
signatures, please return them. Do not use it 
as a writing-pad.” 

It was obvious from the manner in which 
she conducted the sessions that she felt this 
was her own show. The idea behind holding 
the AICC-I session was to establish the 
legality of Mrs Gandhi’s Congress and 
demonstrate her control over it. General 
Secretary A. R. Antulay jubilantly claimed 
that of the 620 AICC members belonging to 
the pre-split Indian National Congress, 376 
were present at the session, giving Mrs 
Gandhi's faction the right to call itself the 
real Congress. “Twenty-six delegates have 
sent telegrams and letters pledging their 
support to us,” he said. But a bystander 
quipped in: “Yes, they are 420 in all.” And 
to prove to the election commissioner that 
those delegates had attended, Mrs Gandhi’s 
men were busy herding them for group photo- 
graphs which would be produced before the 
election commissioner. 

Mrs Gandhi is making a determined bid 
to get recognized as the Indian National 


Stephen—fighting her battle 
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if Congress since she well appreciates the 
election advantages of such a recognition. 
1 She would not only totally demoralize the 
` rival Congress (S), but would also have a 
popular election symbol and a nation-wide 
party network for fighting elections. 
But Y. B. Chavan, former leader of 
! the Opposition and now. with the rival 
| Congress(S) said: “They are wasting their 
time. It isa futile effort.” The AICC- will go 
down in history as a session where Sanjay 
ruled the roost and Mrs Gandhi stood by her 
son. uv 
However, Mrs Gandhi and her suppor- 
tersclaim that Sanjay Gandhi is not in politics 
but is only doing some social work. The 
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distinction is as academic as the one in the 
Janata Party over the political role of the 
Rashtriya Swyamsewak Sangh (RSS) which 
claims to be only a cultural organization. 
Said one close associate of Sanjay Gandhi: 
“Му friend has lost his business, his factory 
and is facing so many trials. What else can he 
do but enter politics. There is really nothing 
else a young man who is not qualified for any 
job and is not even a graduate can do under 
the circumstances. " 

But others in the party would like to see 
the young man politically unemployed. An 
associate of Urs, a former minister, articulat- 
ed the feelings of his group: *We are only say- 
ing it is politically inadvisable for Mrs 


suspicion that he is being imposed or that he is 
‘being built up by someone or some people. 

Q. But do you think there is a danger of 
Sanjay Gandhi becoming powerful again ? 

A. Why do you call it a "danger"? It is 
because it seems unnatural. It is not the way 
one should come to a position of power. 
Sanjay' s comeback should be natural. 

Q. What would you call a “natural? way 
to come into politics ? 

A. Supposing you want to stand for 
elections, what should you do? You should 
choose a constituency and nurse it. You 
should work there among the people and 
serve them. You should win their confidence 
and get to know them. They may elect you 
and who can prevent it? It is all your own 
effort and you are accepted by the people for 
what you are and what you do. Nobody 
imposes you. 

` Q. Is Mrs Gandhi angry with you because 
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Gandhi at UNES I—caucus’ conspicuous presence 


Gandhi to bring in Sanjay. Let’s face it, the 
only solid base the party still has left is in the 
south. The people there literally worship her. 
Even I wept when she was arrested. But 
they don’t like Sanjay and why destroy the 
party.” 

Lonely Woman: Much to the chagrin of 
several delegates, the Emergency caucus had 
a conspicuous presence at the session. Soft- 
drinks tycoon, Charanjit Singh, and Mrs 
Gandhi’s Man Friday R.K. Dhawan hovered 
around the dais. Stephen and several dele- 
gates even made a plea for taking up the cause 
of Dhawan, who is likely to face a Special 
Courts trial for alleged Emergency excesses. 
Several delegates fulminated against his 


of your remarks about Sanjay Gandhi ? 

` А. She was under the impression that I 
said something that was unnecessary. I was 
only expressing the feeling of our partymen. 
They felt happy that I voiced what they were 
hesitant to speak out themselves. I don't see 
any reason why Indira Gandhi should be 
angry with me. I did not denigrate Sanjay 
Gandhi. I did not even blame him. I only 
spoke against those who are trying to capi- 
talize on his name for their own ends. 

Q. Do you think that given the infighting 
in the Janata Party, Mrs Gandhi is going to 
return to power soon? 

A. I don't know when. But there is every 
possibility of her coming. back to power. 
Because I think so, there is all the more reason 
that there should not be an atmosphere of 
Suspicion around her (regarding Sanjay 
Gandhi). 

Q. Do you attach any importance to the 


. reports that Mrs Gandhi might contest a 


byelection from Thanjavur in Tamil Nadu 
instead of Chikmagalur : 4 

A. Nol at all. I take it that when she 
wants to stand for elections she will stand 


. from Chikmagalur. Parliament might have 
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presence—he is not an AICC member— but 
could do little without annoying Mrs Gandhi. 
Said one Bihari member: “We have got to be 
grateful for small mercies. At least Sanjay is 
not on the stage and Dhawan hasn't yet 
been made the party general secretary." 

Other delegates secretly criticized her 
autocratic style of leadership. Said a Congress 
(I) MP: “She has alienated most of her close 
colleagues by playing one against the other. 
Sheisa very lonely woman and her son makes 
it worse by not letting anyone come close 
to her.” When Sinha criticized Sanjay, 
Mrs Gandhi angrily told her: “You seem to 
know more about Sanjay.” Sinha snapped 
back: “I am glad you don’t know.” 

But others do know, and the present 
rumblings may develop into a bigger rebellion 
if Mrs Gandhi does not mend her ways. As 
long as she continues to be surrounded by her 
Emergency hangers-on, and is secretly in- 
fluenced or controlled by her son, the hopes 
of her political revival look dim. Also, she 
now lacks the clout of political office to 
silence her critics who now see through her 
political game. Although, her biggest asset 
remains as the prime vote-catcher among 
all the Opposition parties, the revelations of 
the Shah Commission and Moynihan’s alle- 
gations (see Books) have shown her to be a 
political leader without any scruples. 

Few of the mature members in her party 
have any illusions about her using the party 
as a shield to protect herself and Sanjay 
from the Special Courts. It was aptly summed 
up by an elderly Congress (I) legislator from 
Andhra Pradesh: *Mrs Gandhi is playing for 
short term stakes. She is now preoccupied 
with escaping from the Special Courts and she 
thinks only Sanjay and his unruly Youth 
Congress can help her. Therefore, she is 


expelled her but the people of Chikmagalur 
haven't. Why should she leave the consti- 
tuency? 

Q. What is cooking at the dinner diplo- 


тпасу with the Janata Party leaders? - ^ 


A. What dinner diplomacy? J didn’t 
even have dinner at Chandra Shekhar's 
(Janata Party President) house that daz 
(April 19). I had had my dinner with a friend 
when I went to talk to Chandra Shekhar 
about Vinoba Bhave's (anti-cow slaughter) 
fast. Some other friends were also there. 

Q. Do you think there is a possibility of an 
alliance between your Congress and those in the 
Janata Party opposed to the Rashtriya Swyam- 
sewak Sangh ( RSS) ? 

A. Congress (1) is not in a position to say 
that they should form an alliance with us. 
It is for the Janatamen to decide whether they 
want to continue with the RSS or not, and 
what they should do to fight it. 

Q. You have good relations with Janata 
Party leaders. . 

A. Yes, aft course. Opponents are not 
enemies. The two words mean different 
things. In a parliamentary democracy this 


basic difference should be understood. When 1 


prepared to even PE the br 


up c 
party if that could get her off the 
But that just might be one risk too me 


OWEVER, taking risks Lott 
new to Mrs Gandhi. Sh used 
as a duck is to water. When corne 


by the Allahabad High Court decision, sh 
leapt back like a wounded tigress dec re 


imprisoned {ушап of innocent peopl 
all in her selfish interest to remain in powe 
For 18 months the country buckled ese 


Dr Karan Singh, Congress | 
(S) MP and former Union — 
health minister : 


G I certainly do not think - : 
she will come back to power. 
If the public is disill sioned 


the € 

events. 7 

саисиѕ continues to dominate | 
the party. Moreover, th 


party is badly Split, in the 
states. As I had said i 
Parliament, between Kissa 
Kursi Ka and Hissa Kursi | 
Ka, a third alternative will 
emerge, and that is what we 
are working on.9 
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n-fisted rule, till like most dictators, 
| she wished to legitimatize her powers, and 
` made the blunder of declaring a general 
` election in March 1977. Surrounded by the 
| coterie of sycophants who are still by her side, 
+ the master tactician had lost her touch, and 
she suffered a crushing defeat at the polls. 
But after a brief spell of hibernation to 
nurse her wounded pride she rose again like 
a Phoenix to split her party to mould it into 
her image— Congress(l). The bickerings with- 
in the Janata Party helped her along the way 
and her party thundered home 1n the two 
southern states—Karnataka and Andhra 
Pradesh and did well in the others. in the 
tate Assembly elections of February 1978. 
| With the break up of the Congress, the 
! country is left without a national party. The 
Janata Party is north based and suffers from 
he weaknesses inherent in a forced unity 
etween parties of a divergent ideology. 
nfighting among its various constituents has 
now become an exhausted subject of drawing 
room gossip. Said editor of Seminar and 
political commentator, Romesh Thapar: 


IAL COURTS 


soon some of the top political 
ers and senior government officials, 
d the destiny of the country in their 
about two years ago, will be lined 
Special Courts to sind trial for the 


offences commit ed during the 


ding - St of political leaders 
e Indira Gandhi, former prime 
who ruled the country for 11 long 
‘om 1966 to 1977. She would be 
y V.C. Shukla who was infor- 


lukherji, Union ministers in the 
dhi government, and three former 
rs, Zail Singh of Punjab, P.C. 
1ya Pradesh and Hardeo Joshi 


iguring prominently in the im- 
of officials are D. Sen, former 
nvestigation director, 
chairman, Direct Taxes, 
private secretary 
she was prime 
former deputy 
де ohan, former 

Delhi Development 
. Ailawadi, former 
Delhi Municipal 


ts Bill is finally adopted 


s, four 
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Long Arm Of 


be set up soon 


abha by the end of this month. _ 


conflicts that it defies analysis of the kind one 
is accustomed to: for example, Mrs 
Gandhi's fortunes are taking a nosedive just 
when the Janata mess 15 coming to a boil.” 

Alliances: And if the Janata Party pot 
boils over and the party splits, it would most 
probably be because of the burning ambition 
of Deputy Prime Minister Charan Singh, of 
the BLD faction, to become the prime 
minister. To do this, he will need to break 
the present alliance between the RSS backed 
Jan Sangh and Prime Minister Desai's 
Congress(O) within the Janata Party. But 
for the time being, with memories of his 
ouster from the Government fresh in his 
mind, he is exercising restraint and not 
risking a direct assault on Desai. His strategy 
is to hit at the RSS in the states (see current 
events). 

But this uneasy peace at the Centre is 
unlikely to last. The RSS-backed Jan Sangh 
is already on the political offensive. Jan 
Sangh faction leader and political commissar 
of the RSS, Sunder Singh Bhandari, recently 


The Law 


Wider Scope: The Bill was first adopted 
by the Lok Sabha on March 9 though it was 
strongly opposed by the Congress (I). The 
Communist Party of India (CPI) wanted two 
amendments made in the Bill but the Govern- 
ment turned them down. When the Bill was 
taken up by the Rajya Sabha it passed it on 
March 21 with two CPI amendments. 
They widened the scope of the Bill to cover 


the party. "We will run the party," he 
asserted. His mood was indicative of the 
hardening of attitudes among the various 
factions within the Janata Party. The much. 
talked-about realignment of forces has noy 
simply boiled down to the question: whether 
the Jan Sangh-RSS faction is acceptable in 
the Janata Party. 

Desai, who has taken a battering at the 
hands of the BLD and the Socialists, is 
firmly allied with the Jan Sangh group which 
has offered him its unflinching loyalty, 
Ranged against them are the BLD (Charan 
Singh, Raj Narain, Biju Patnaik), the Soci- 
alists (George Fernandes, Madhu Limaye, 
and Madhu Dandavate) and Chandra 
Shekhar’s rebel Congressmen (like Mohan 
Dharia, Ram Dhan, and Krishan Kant). 

Clash: Jagjivan Ram, characteristically, 
is sitting on the fence. He is not favourably 
inclined towards the Jan Sangh, but he is 
even more suspicious of the BLD and in the 
existing caste configurations an alliance 
with the BLD could be dangerous for him. 


offences committed by holders of high public 
or political office disclosed in future during 
investigations conducted by the government 
agencies or probes by commissions of inquiry, 
and provided for the sitting judges of the 
High Court to preside over the courts nomi- 
nated by the chief justice of the High Court 
concerned with the concurrence of the chief 
justice of India. 

Indira Gandhi is involved in the cases 
about the harassment of some senior govern- 
ment officials who were collecting infor- 
mation about Sanjay Gandhi’s Maruti Ltd, 
and illegal detention of Bhim Sen Sachar and 
a number of her political opponents soon 
after the Emergency was clamped. Bansi Lal 
and former chief ministers are also accused in 
the case about illegal detentions. V.C. Shukla 
is facing the Directorate of Advertising and 
Visual Publicity posters case and Pranab 
Mukherji and S.R. Mehta are arraigned in 
the Baroda Rayon case. 

Sanjay Gandhi is implicated in cases | у 
about illegal detention of textile inspectors | — 
who tried to check the alleged fraudulent 
deals of Messrs Indira International, demoli- | _ 


¥ 
| 
| 
| 


= «tion of houses at Kapashera near Maruti 


i? 


V. C. Shukla and Sanjay Gandhi leaving 
Tis Hazari court after Kissa Kursi Ka case 


3 
factory, Gurgaon (about 45 km from Delhi) | — 
and Gaffar Market demolition in Delhi. | | 
Almost all important officials listed above 1 
are entangled in these cases in some way OF | © 
the other. The cases would be prosecuted by | - 
the CBI. 

According to the Home Ministry 
sources, since the scope of the Bill will be | - 
widened, several other cases not based on the 
findings of the Shah Commission, like the 
Jeeps Scandal case, may also be brought up |. 
before the Special Courts. “In fact, ca £] 
pending against Indira Gandhi and her son | T7 
anywhere in the country can be wansferred | 
to the Special Courts for early disposal, | 


said an official. —BRAJ MOHAN 
61 Ж 
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His Harijan followers come more into direct 
conflict with the middle castes represented by 
Charan Singh than with the upper castes 
represented by the Jan Sangh. And ‘both 
Charan Singh and Jagjivan Ram have their 
eyes on the prime minister's chair. 

A similar process is taking place in the 
Congress(I). Sanjay Gandhi is to the Con- 
gress(I) what the RSS is to the Janata Party. 
With Sanjay and the RSS forming the 
opposite ends of the political Spectrum, there 
is a tendency among the groups in the 
middle to move towards each other to deal 
with their common foes. “There are two 
evils in body politic,” said a former Con- 
gressman, "one is the RSS and the other is 
Mrs Gandhi with Sanjay." There is now a 
possibility that the Congress(S), the Congress 
(1) dissidents like Urs, and the anti-RSS 
elements in the Janata Party could all come 
together on this anti-Mrs Gandhi-RSS plat- 
form under the banner of what is now being 
termed as the ‘Third Force’. 

The go-between for these exploratory 
moves is the Bombay based politician-cum- 
lawyer Rajni Patel, who ironically was one 
of those who ardently supported Mrs Gandhi 
after the 1969 split, and was her principal 
fund-raiser for the 1971 elections. With the 


BYELECTION 


RS Indira Gandhi seems to be looking 
J for a seat safer than Chikmagalur to 
make a bid to return to Parliament from 
where she was ousted last December. An 
insecure Mrs Gandhi now appears to be 
turning to the voters of Thanjavur in All India 
Anna Dravida Munnetra Kazhagam-ruled 
(AIADMK) Tamil Nadu. The AIADMK 
has agreed to offer the seat to the Congress (1) 
and support its candidate in the byelection on 
June 17. : 
The Thanjavur seat was held by 
AIADMK'sS. D. Somasundram, 49, who re- 
cently resigned from the Lok Sabha to join the 
state ministry. He had defeated his nearest 
Dravida Munnetra Kazhagam (ОМК) rival 
S. Ganesan by a margin of nearly one lakh 
votes in the 1977 General Elections. 

The supporters of the Congress (I) 
had been looking around for a safe seat for 
Mrs Gandhi since her expulsion from the 
Lok Sabha last December (INDIA TODAY, 
January 1—15). Chikmagalur from where she 
Staged her brief comeback last year, after 
being routed at Rae Bareli in the 1977 
General Elections, is no longer favoured by 
Mrs Gandhi's strategists. They are sceptical 
of Chief Minister Devraj Urs who is still 
making efforts for Congress unity and is 
opposed to Sanjay Gandhi's re-entry into 
active politics. 

Support: But with the Tamil Nadu 
Chief Minister, M. G. Ramachandran, and 
Sivaji Ganesan, both popular matinee idols 
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R. K. Karanjia, 66, Editor- 
in-chief, Blitz: 

G But for Sanjay Gandhi, 
any referendum or election 
would bring her back to 
power. People would prefer 
her and even her Emergency 
to the mess being made by the 
Janata Party. The present 
Third Force is all bogus and 
is merely a ploy to save the 
Janata Party. 9 


Safe Constituency 


of the Tamils, willing to campaign for her. 
Mrs Gandhi's supporters are optimistic of 
an easy victory at Thanjavur. They are, 
however, taking no chances, and are trying 
to secure the support of the Communist 
Party of India (CPI), albeit indirectly. 
The AIADMK has offered to support the 
CPI in the byelection also on June 17, at 
Nagappattinam (70 km east of Thanjavur) 
provided the Communists do not contest the 
Thanjavur seat. 

Thanjavur is an ancient temple town 
which was once the seat of Tamil kingdoms. 
The district straddling the Kaveri river is 
the rice-bowl of Tamil Nadu. It has been the 
scene of agrarian tensions. On the one hand” ` 
the CPI and the Marxists have organized 
militant peasant struggles there and on the 


THANJAVUR 


PARLIAMENTARY CONSTITUENCY 
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rise of Sanjay, he fell from grace and h 
in the political limbo since. In th 
state of political flux, Patel has 
opportunity to renew his wide 
contacts cutting across political line 
build up a consensus for the concept of | 
Third Force. 

Third Force: Asked about his role, Pz 
modestly told INDIA TODAY: “I have 
given credit when it is not due and discri 
when it was not necessary. But the cour 
does need some kind of a coming together of | 
progressive elements." He felt that Mrs 
Gandhi had no chance of coming back with 
Sanjay behind her. He added: “After all, 
Mrs Gandhi's base is in the south and if she 
loses the support of powerful chief ministers | 
like Urs, then where does that leave her?" 

The move to work for the Third Force 
was born in the Jaslok Hospital where several 
leaders of the Janata and Congress parties 
like Chandra Shekhar and Chavan were 
visiting the ailing Jayaprakash Narayan in. 
March. Patel carried the word around and 
this was followed by several meetings in 
Delhi last month between Urs, Fernandes, 
Patnaik, CFD leader Hemwati Nandan 
Bahuguna, Mohan Dharia, and Maharashtra 
Chief Minister Sharad Pawar of the Congress. | 


other the landlords and big far 
been carrying on Charan Singh 
tions for cheaper power and ; 
inputs. The district has also witnessed c 
between landlords and landless | 
agitating for higher wages, affec 
popularity of the ruling party. _ 
Exigency: The AIADMK had 
the 1977 Lok Sabha elections 
with Mrs Gandhis Congress 
and the Muslim League in Ta 
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Tamil Nadu unit of her own party а 
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Karupaiah Moopanar, an ara 
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Y. B. Chavan, 66, MP and 
leader of Congress (S): 


É It is not going to be 
easy for Mrs Gandhi to 
come back in the post- 
Emergency India. Y 


The proposal put forward by the Janata 


Party leaders was that Congress leaders and 
those of the Congress(I) should join the 
Janata Party, even though the Jan Sangh— 
the political wing of the RSS—is still a 
constituent of it. They reasoned that this 
influx of “progressive forces" into the Janata 
Party would weaken the Jan Sangh faction's 
influence and may even force them to quit 
the party. 

An alliance: The Congress(I) leaders are 
not as yet prepared to accept this proposal 
because of the Jan Sangh. After having riled 
against the communal RSS for so long, 


an alliance that includes them would be : 


difficult for their followers to swallow. On the 
other hand, the other Congress leaders pro- 
bably would not have much objection to this 
as they have already entered into an alliance 
with the Janata Party in Maharashtra. In fact 
the Pawar Ministry is being held out as the 
future model for political alignments. Pawar 
heads a coalition of the Congress and the 
Janata Party, with some Congress(l) dis- 
senters joining his ranks. 

Now this experiment is about to be 
tried again in neighbouring Goa with a slight 
modification. After the ouster of Shashikala 
Kakodkar, who succeeded her father as chief 
minister in the dynastic tradition of the 
Nehrus and showed signs of turning autho- 
ritarian, a coalition government of the Con- 
gress, the Janata and the Maharashtra 
Gomantakwadi Party (MGP) is taking over 
under the leadership of Shankar Laad, an 
MGP dissident. 

The votaries of the Third Force feel that 
itis time to carry it to the south where a 
similar government has been functioning in 
Kerala in alliance with the Communist Party 
of India. The natural choice for extending the 
experiment would be Karnataka headed by 
Urs. 
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Ayub Syed, Editor, Current: 


G Mrs Gandh?s chari- 
sma is gone and she will 
lose her hold. But if a Third. 
Force does not emerge, the 
Janata Party with its mess is 
virtually laying a red carpet 
for Mrs Gandhi's return.9 


Though Urs has been making loud 
protestations of loyalty to Mrs Gandhi, 
political circles do not attach any importance 
to these. Said one Janata Party leader from 
Karnataka: “Mrs Gandhi filed the nomi- 
nation papers of Sanjiva Reddy in the 1969 
presidential elections just before the first 
Congress split and then she went and opposed 
him. Jagjivan Ram supported the Emergency 
all through and when the elections were 
announced he bolted out of the party. You 
can’t take a politician at his word, especially 
a master manoeuvrer." 

Focus: If Urs goes out of the party, 
the dissidents in neighbouring Andhra 
Pradesh would probably also join him. Goka 
Ramaswami, who resigned from Chief 
Minister Chenna Reddy’s cabinet in March 
after making allegations against Reddy’s son 
Ravinder and protesting against the refusal of 
entry to a Harijan legislator into a temple, is 
one of the prominent Andhra dissidents. 
Lately he has been camping at Bangalore and 
the other Andhra dissidents, former health 
minister К. Rajamallu and state Congress(I) 
general secretary, K. Keshav Rao, have a 
good rapport with Urs. After his bold stand 
at the AICC-I meeting, Urs has become the 
focus of all Congress(I) members around the 
country who are opposed to the return of 
Sanjay. Leaders from several states have been 
meeting him and offering their support. 

Mrs Gandhi has been quick to grasp the 
dangers of the Third Force move. If by her 
quitting politics, the country would become 
strong, she said, she was prepared to do it. 
But she warned her partymen of the 
"dangers" of the Third Force. All the “соп- 
fusion and contradictions of the Janata 
Party" would be manifested in it. “It would be 
worse than a Khichri; it would be a mess." 
Hitting out at the BLD, which has stolen 
her anti-RSS platform, she said she doubted 
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K. R. Malkani, 57, Chi 
Editor, Organizer: 


& The Janata has an aw- 
ful image—but its 
formance is reasonably g 
Mrs Gandhi's chances 
comeback are next to nil. 


if those who had joined the Jan Sangh 
share power would be able to shake o 
“RSS tentacles”. 

Opportunity: However, the result of 
these manoeuvres is the political isolatior 
Mrs Gandhi. But it must be remember: 
Mrs Gandhi works best alone. Ifshe get: 
Parliament from Thanjavur in June th 
and it seems likely, she will poli 
trial by the Special Courts as she ‹ he 
Shah Commission and her arrest in Octob € 
1977. Her political creed is opportunisn 
with deft political footwork she m 
all of them to a point where they cancel 
other out. She has vigour, versatility, c 
and an unquenchable thirst for powe; 


attempt to restore her credibility. — 

Most of the Janata Party leade: 
stopped seeing her as a potential threat 
this could well be a fatal mistake. 


opponent to be underestimated, An he n 
is now firmly in the Janata court to take the 
action they have been promising for th last 
two years. Their only chance for 
power is to improve their performance anc 
to act decisively against Mrs Gandhi : 
And if she is convicted, the С D 
would lose an unrepentant evil geniu: who: 
could be forgotten in time and the $ 
memories ofa totally unacceptal 
Indian politics NOn fade awa; Saida 


gone. Bhutto has been hanged adia 
has fallen. And Indira Gandhi he 
been lucky because of our democ 
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tion. Now it’s her turn to face А 
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UGANDA 


O international tears were being shed 
BUE last fortnight when Tanzanian troops 
| i mopped up the putrid remains of Idi Amin’s 
+ brutal regime. Amin’s end was being predict- 
! ed months before he finally fled, but there 
i was one group of observers that followed 
| fl; events in Kampala with more than anxious 
Ê interest. Seven years ago, in August 1972, 
1} 50,000 Ugandan Asians, mostly of Gujarati 
é origin, were booted out of Uganda by Amin. 
Last fortnight, however, the Asians were 
aking tentative probes into Kampala to 
ave the way for their eventual return to 
К: Uganda. Correspondent K. SRINIVASAN who 
! has recently returned from Nairobi, reports 
B that a small conclave of Gujarati business- 
f men had been holding regular meetings in 
; Nairobi weeks before Amin's fall to decide 
È on a question of vital importance to them— 
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ther to return, but when to return. 


scratch. 
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Ugandan High Commission in New 


their return to Uganda to pick up the econo- 


ouster. The meetings were not to decide whe- 


Some of the members had contacts 
with the Save Uganda Movement and had 
actively and financially supported it. "Now 
| Ё that Amin is gone, Uganda is the best country 

1 7 for us to be in," said one Gujarati business- 

man who had been living in London since 

his expulsion from the country. In fact, of 

e the 50,000 Indians expelled by Amin's “есо- 
Б? nomic war", a majority had settled down in 

" Britain and built up their businesses from 
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Delhi—fall of a hated leader 


Asians’ March Home _ 


Hopes soar as Amin's dictatorial regime falls 


Willing: Now, it appears that most 
of them are willing to return. Members of the 
Madhvani (the son and heir, Mayur, married 
well-known Indian actress Mumtaz some 
years ago) and the Mehta families are plan- 
ning to return to claim their enormous indus- 
trial and agricultural interests in Uganda. 
Less influential Asian exiles have also started 
trickling back from Kenya. In the pre-Amin 


YUSUFU. LULE 


the end of Amin's brutal rule. 


: Reluctant 


USUFU LULE, 68, is perhaps the 

most reluctant liberator in modern his- 
tory. When influential Ugandan exiles in 
East Africa and London first approached 
him to lead them against Idi Amin, Lule. 
had just retired as secretary general of the 
Association of African Universities in Ghana, 
and all he was looking forward to at that 
time was a quiet superannuated life with his 
family in his London home. When he finally 
accepted the role under pressure, it spelled 


President Julius Nyerere of Tanzania 
had stated that the only condition for the 
continuation of his support of the anti-Amin 
movement was that the exiles find an accept- 
able leader. Lule's was more than acceptable 
to Nyerere. He had been his contemporary 


bu 
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BUT I MAY HURT MYSELF JUMPING OFF SUCH 3 

HEIGHTS?! ik is | 

days, they controlled 80 per cent of com- we 

merce, 75 per cent of industry and manufac- to 
turing and controlled a total of 4,000 business А 

its 


houses. 
Seven years ago, when they were expel- de 


led, they were only allowed to carry meagre 
personal belongings with them. But most of 
them had little doubt that they would return. 
*Our faith was not misplaced," says one 
Gujarati businessman who returned last 
fortnight. 

Uganda's new ruler, Yusufu Lule (see 
box), has already extended an invitation to 
all Ugandan Asians to return. Lule's gesture 
is not based on humanitarian grounds. In 
the shattered state of Uganda's economy 
today, they are sorely required to start the 


Liberator 


at Edinburgh University 30 years earlier and 
they had become close friends. 

Lule’s takeover from Amin has been 
widely hailed by a majority of Ugandans. 
‘He has had a distinguished career in and out | 
of Uganda. He graduated from Fort Har _ 
University in South Africa and went (O | 
Edinburgh for his masters’ degree after & | 
short spell as a teacher in Uganda. He 
returned home as the first African lecturer i 
at Makerere University. From 1954 to 196] 3 
he was, with Apolo Koronde and Zekena m 
Mungonya, one of the three African ministers” 
in the colonial government. He was later 
appointed chairman of the Uganda public | 
Service Commíssion, the Ugandan equivalent * 
of the Union Public Service Commission 
in India, which appoints civil servants. 
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wheels of commerce moving again. 

The collapse of Idi Amin has left Uganda 
literally in a shambles. Hundreds of Ugan- 
dans have taken the opportunity to seize 
whatever they can carry from abandoned 
banks, shops and houses. Entire offices have 
been stripped of furniture and equipment. 
Under Amin's rule, the machinery of govern- 
ment had ground to a halt and the coffee, 
tea, tobacco, sugar and cotton estates, for- 
merly run mainly by Ugandan Asians, had 
been left to rot. 

Buried Treasure: It is obvious that the 
Asians who are returning to Uganda will not 
exercise the same control over the country’s 
economy that they did before. According to 
one spokesman, the majority have plans to 
start off with small-scale industries. A large 
number of them freely admit that they had 
buried most of their financial wealth in 
various places, and that they would now 
try to recover it. Though the task of rebuild- 
ing their’s, and Uganda’s, shattered economy 
is a daunting one, the eventual rewards could 
well justify the risk in returning to Uganda 
to pick up the threads. 

Uganda’s broad agricultural base and 
its fledgling mining industry makes it one 
developing country with almost unlimited 


Lule—distinguished career 


In 1962, the three East African colleges, 
Makerere, Nairobi and Dar-es-Salaam were 
merged into the University of East Africa 
with President Nyerere as the chancellor. 
Lule was appointed to the prestigious post 
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Post-liberation looting in Kampala 


potential. But the suicidal economic policies 
of Amin have taken Uganda back by at least 
a quarter of a century. “The infrastructure is 
completely destroyed,” stated Lule last fort- 
night. “We have some crops but we can't 
even move them because of the chaotic state 
of the roads and the railways.” 

Good Scope: For an enterprising busi- 
nessman—and Uganda’s Gujarati business 
community is if anything enterprising—the 
sky is the limit. Virtually everything— from 
consumer goods to soap to insecticides 
and agricultural tools—is in great demand. 
Whatever products are available are beyond 
the reach of most consumers. A bottle of 
milk is currently selling for $3 (Rs 24) and a 
pair of ordinary trousers costs around $200 


of the principal of Makerere. 
No Politicking : But despite all his quali- 
ties as an educationist and an administrator, 


Lule did not get on well with Dr Miltone 


Obote's radical regime which sought to 
spread its politics into every Ugandan insti- 
tution, including Makerere. Lule resented 
this, and with the backing of members of his 
staff, managed to keep politics out of the 
campus. i 
The three university colleges split in 
1970 with each becoming a full-fledged 
university. Obote, who automatically became 
chancellor of Makerere, immediately sacked 
Lule. After leaving Makerere, Lule joined the 
Commonwealth secretariat as assistant secre- 
tary general in charge of education, youth 
and the legal division at Malborough House 
in London. Two years later, Lule became 


secretary general of the Association of 


African Universities in Accra. He retired 


a few months ago, little knowing that he 
would eventually succeed Idi Amin as Presi- 


dent of Uganda. 


sith 


Mutilated bodies— Amin's legacy 


(Rs 1,600). The biggest hit has been the 
country's vast acreage of cash crops. Uganda, 
once the largest coffee exporter in the 
Commonwealth, now has barely enough to 
satisfy local needs. 

The Government has promised to try 
and pay as compensation an estimated $200 
million (Rs 160 crore) to those whose assets 
were confiscated by Amin. The return of a 
large chunk of the 50,000 Asians who were 
expelled will give the country’s economy 
a major boost. The Ugandan Asians also 
accounted for a large percentage of the 
country's managerial, technical and commer- 
cial manpower, and though life will be 
painfully difficult in the initial stages, a large 
number of them hope to return and take up 
new jobs in post-Amin Uganda. 

But no matter how successful their 
efforts are, it will be a long time before | 

Ugandan Asians can think of being economi- 
cally restored to pre-Amin levels. Judging 
by the mess the country is in, things will get | 
a lot worse before they start getting better. 
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simmering problem of nationalities has also 
' surfaced forcefully, with demands for more 
autonomy and political concessions under- 
mining Ayatullah Khomeini's headlong rush 
$ to turn the country into a full Islamic 
Republic. 

With the Iranian economy in a shambles 
"and the widening rifts between Khomeini 


| and his ministers, the situation has been 


ТҮ morning, after the daily rituals 
xecutions in Iran have been complet- 
odies dispatched to the morgue, 
ig man unlocks his tiny office 


= Воду of former prime minister Hoveyda 
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| Khomeini's troubled regime faces a dangerous communist threat 


further complicated with the return of the 
pro-Moscow Tudeh Party's first secretary 
Nureddin Kianuri from a 25-year exile. 
Further, the influential religious leader Aya- 
tullah Teleghani, who left Iran recently in 
protest against violation of human rights, 
has returned, having established close con- 
tacts with pro-Moscow elements. In the 
face of these recent developments, the com- 
munist threat to Iran has become increas- 
ingly real. 

Kianuri, a hardened communist, has 
been urging Khomeini to abrogate all 
defence or economic pacts with the US made 


and starts his work. The sheaves of files on 
his desk and in the steel cabinets seem 


‘innocent enough. But for many, the contents’ 


of the files spell death by the execution 
squads. 

The files contain the names of Iranians 
suspected of such bizarre crimes as declaring 


"war on God and his Prophet, defiling all 


that is sacred, and corruption on earth. 
The mild-looking man who guards the files 
so jealously is Mehdi Hadavi, prosecutor- 
general for the Islamic Republic of Iran— 
a man who holds the power of life and death 
for thousands of Iranians in his hands. 
Jt is he who decides who is to face the 
Islamic justice of the revolutionary courts. 


His spartan office has the names of indi- 


viduals against whom complaints have been 


made. 


Mass Complaints: Each day, scores of 
people gather at the gates of Tehran's 
Revolutionary Committee headquarters 
holding out scraps of paper on which are 


Shah’s regime. It is from these bits of paper 
“that Hadavi decides who is to be arrested 


during the Shah’s rule and instead enter into 


© treaties of peace and friendship with neigh. ors 
^ bouring Iraq, Marxist Afghanistan and to 
Turkey. Kianuri has also been trying to get wh 
Khomeini to accept the principle of collective A 
Asian security (as propounded by Soviet oe 
leader Leonid Brezhnev). Meanwhile, he А 
has recalled Iranian guerillas (estimated at y 
between 3,000 and 5,000) from Herat and UE 


other Afghanistan provinces and is now the 
frantically lobbying in Tehran for a friend- 


: : z : the 
ship treaty with the Soviet Union. sh: 
Main Thrust: With Kianuri’s return, Isl; 
thousands of exiled communists have follow- 
ed suit and pledged their full support to the BI 
Tudeh Party leader. Kianuri has stated that A 
the main thrust of the Iranian is the "struggle — | 
against imperialism”. He insists that the — 7 Ж 
Islamic Republic should be “anti-imperia- Ж In 
list, democratic and should actively support | 
non-alignment and the establishment of [= 
good relations with socialist countries", 
che 


The clandestine radio station located 
in southern Russia (INDIA TODAY, March Ra 


1-15) gives Iranian listeners daily instruc- ani 
tions on how to stage demonstrations and Ac 
“resist security forces equipped with Ameri- la 
can-made riot fighting equipment”. The i 
radio station has been warning listeners б: 
to guard against the wider "conspiracy of ue 
the West to perpetuate its influence in Iran". m 

The communists have also exploited the 
the recent arrival of some 200 Americans ex 
in Iran to train defence personnel in the use SS 


of billions of dollars worth of American 
military hardware lying unused there. Kho- 
meini, however, feels that some American 
influence at this juncture is necessary to 
fend off the growing communist threat. 
Khomeini seems to be trying to counter 
the influence of the Tudeh Party, the People's 
Fedayeen and the People's Mujaheddeen, 
the two most important urban guerilla 


written complaints against servants of the 


and eventually tried and sentenced by the. 
revolutionary courts. 

It is estimated that there are 2,000 
suspects awaiting the life-or-death decision 
of the man who has become the symbol of. 
Islamic vengeance. But very few people | 
actually get to meet Hadavi. He remains an. 
anonymous face behind the bloody spate of. 
executions which have sickened most of Ше 
world. З 

Hadavi was appointed by Khomeint 
revolutionary committee to spearhead th 
massive and bloody purge which began ! 
real earnest with the execution of forme 
prime minister Amir Abbas Hoveyda. Hadavi 
works 15 hours a day keeping the revol 
tionary courts and the executioners * 
Before the revolution he was just anot 
nondescript lawyer. Now he has become 
acknowledged overlord of Islamic justice 
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organizations. But he has been careful not 
to risk offending the communists to a point 
where they could stage a revolt. 

Khomeini believes that without some 
American support and technical assistance, 
the Iranian armed forces, mostly. equipped 
with US material, would lack effective punch 
and thereby fail to counter the communist 
threat. But for him the biggest worry is 

. that the growing support and power behind 
the communist movement in Iran would 
shatter his dream of establishing an ideal 
Islamic state. 


BRITAIN 
A Tragic Trend 


Immigrants rebel against traditions 


ln ARLY last month, Tara Meisuria, a 
Ша young Indian immigrant in Britain 
checked into a hotel with her boy-friend, 
Rajinder Singh. The couple lay on the bed 
and swallowed a dose of sleeping pills. 
According to the coroner, Dr John Burton, 
Tara was a "normal English schoolgirl— 
except that she was of Indian origin". She 
killed herself because her parents insisted that 
she marry a boy brought up in India. She 
was sent to India to meet her prospective 
husband. She returned to Britain, and, rather 
than spend the rest of her life with a man she 
had nothing in common with, chose the only 
way out— suicide. 
Tara's is just one of the many tragic 
| ELECTION 
| The Black Vote 


\ //HAT price the immigrant vote in 
' Britain's general elections scheduled 
for May 3? Apparently not very much judging 
from the various party manifestos issued so 
far. The National Front is so rabidly anti- 
immigrant that any comment would be 
superfluous. What is surprising, however, 
is that Margaret Thatcher's Conservative 
Party, which needs every vote possible to get 
| a hold on the keys to 10 Downing Street, has 
alienated Britain's immigrants. 

Immigrants from India will have ample 
reason to worry if the Conservatives romp 
home in the elections. In their manifesto, the 
Conservatives have pulled no punches on the 
immigration issue and have pledged to go 
all out on immigration restrictions, though 
they have stated that there will beno question 
of "compulsory repatriation". They have 
also pledged not to allow the husband or 
fiancé of any immigrant resident to enter the 
country except in a very restricted num- 
ber of cases—a measure that James 
Callaghan's Labour Government had so far 
opposed. 
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cases involving young immigrant women 
in Britain —some barely out of school—who 
are increasingly rebelling against the tradi- 
tional path of marriage arranged by their 
parents, Jane Gaskell, a woman columnist 
for London's Daily Mail, has recently filed 
а report on this new trend and its repercus- 
sions on the lives of thousands of Indian 
immigrants. Burton, the coroner who per- 
formed the inquest on Tara Meisuria, told 
Gaskell: “This case represents the ultimate in 
despair. I have heard seven similar cases this 
year. These girls are frequently trapped by 
tradition and family honour. If they go 
against their parents’ wishes they become 
outcasts.” 

Gaskell also spoke to another man who 
has become familiar with this situation— 
Inder Singh Uppal, the community relations 
officer for Hounslow, Middlesex. “There was 
one girl,” said Uppal, “who, in desperation, 
hitch-hiked here from Slough in the dark 
for help. She was a young Indian immigrant 
who had never been allowed out of her 
parents’ sight except to go to school. She 
was being forced to marry a total stranger, 
so she defied her family and came to us for 
help.” 

Uppal now handles so many similar 
cases that he has had to hire extra staff. ‘For 
the girls it is obviously tragic to have to marry 
a man they neither know or understand,” 
Uppal told Gaskell. “Very often, the man has 
been born and bred in a remote part of 
India and has in-built attitudes the girl can- 
not willingly accept even for her parents’ 


Powell—*the numbers game" 


The factor that influenced the Conser- 
vative stand is purely statistical. There are 
currently 1.9 million "coloured" immigrants 
in Britain comprising about 3.5 per cent of 
the total population, according to one recent 


* leader David Steel who called on politicians | 


Suresh Karadia 


Young immigrant girls—trapped by tradition 
sake now that she has grown up in England." 
Refuge: Uppal’s aim is to bringa daugh- | 
ter and her family together again, says Gas- 
kell, but he also wants a hostel where Asian 
girls can safely go if they feel they can no 
longer remain at home. Betty Keirle, a welfare 
officer at Hounslow College where hundreds 
of Asian children take A-level courses along 
with their British counterparts, disagrees. 
“If there were a hostel, parents of runaways 
would go straight there looking for them.” 
She does, however, feel strongly that there is 
a need for “somewhere where these youngs- 
ters, caught between so many pressures, 
hammered by the old customs and their 
new thoughts, can have a little time to think". 
Many Asian girls under her charge, she 


4 


estimate. In electoral terms, the voting power 
of the immigrant community would be largely 
negligible- 

Thatcher has stated that she stands by 
her favourite theme aired last year about 
British people feeling “swamped by | 
migrants". The Labour Party’s silence on 
this issue has been defeaning. 

The only prominent political leader who 
has defended the immigrant issue is Liberal 


to “resist stirring Enoch's pot”. | 

Numbers Game: The Conservatives, ой | 
the other hand, have tried to justify their | 
stand by arguing that the concessions given by | 
the Government to immigrants have been | 
abused. There are certainly signs that point 
to some abuse of current immigration laws | 
(INDIA TODAY, April 1-15), but whether | 
the entire immigrant community in Britain | 
should be held ransom for the crimes of a | 
few is debatable. Apparently Enoch Powell’: 
strident voice has been heard in the r 
places and the misleading “numbers | 
played by him and National Front spoki 
men has had the desired effect. { 

If Thatcher’s party is ret 
power—a likely possibility judging 
opinion polls—immigrant 
have to face troubled times ahead. 
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It could be working against you. 


Getting to the top isn't easy. You know 
that. 

It means extra hours of work. A hectic, 
tension-ridden life. Too many cups of tea 
and coffee. Too many cigarettes. Irregular 
meals. Rich fatty foods. Not enough exercise. 

All of which could lead to health 
problems. 

From minor ones like gas and indigestion. 
To major ones like high cholesterol levels. 
What can you do ? 

You know it is not easy to change your 
way of life. 

But there is something you can do to help 
prevent the ailments that threaten you. 

With Garlic Pearls. 

Garlic— medical authorities speak... 

Lancet, the international medical journal 
states : 

"Garlic has a very significant protective 
action against hyperlipaemia and blood 
coagulation changes which are normal after 
fat ingestion.” 

Leading specialists recognise the value of 
garlic therapy for reducing cholesterol, 
relieving gastric upsets and helping prevent 
pain in the joints. 

But raw garlic smells. And raw garlic, 
once cooked, loses its beneficial properties. 


The goodness of raw garlic without 
the smell. 


You can now get the goodness of raw 
garlic in a convenient form—and without the 
smell — with Garlic Pearls. Garlic Pearls are a 
product of Ranbaxy Laboratories—the name 
the medical profession has come to trust. 
Two Garlic Pearls with meals. 

Two Garlic Pearls taken regularly before 
meals help reduce cholesterol! levels, 
relieve gas, indigestion and help prevent 
pain in the joints. 

So, if you're successful, develop the Garlic 
Pearls habit. And don't let success work 
against you. 


Lookafter yourself. 


The natural way to 
all-round health 


The natural way 
all-round health 
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says, want to marry the man of their parents’ 
choice. But many others feel very strongly 
that this isan insult to their integrity as young 
girls. 

Opposite View: The Indian Workers’ 
Group in Britain takes the opposite view. 
“Very often," said a spokesman, “English 
girls think they are in love when it is infatua- 
tion. They present a pretty face before 
marriage. Then, suddenly, the girl finds she 
is married to a stranger. If her parents had 
arranged the marriage lovingly between 
families who knew and respected each other, 
with every detail sorted out in advance, all 
would have been well." 

But to many immigrants who have 
spent all their lives in Britain and have 
worked alongside others who are allowed 
to choose their own boy-friends, the crossis a 
heavy one to bear. To an increasing number 
of them, the freedom to lead their own lives 
and choose their own husbands is outwei- 
ghing the cost of breaking with tradition, 
and, in most cases, with their families. 


AFRICA 
Swiss Connection 
Botha puts the Swiss in a spot 


[A S South Africa's Muldergate informa- 
tion scandal stirred up the country's 
political morass, Foreign Minister Pik Botha, 
was causing similar tremors in Switzerland 
and its fledgling relations with Black Africa. 

Just over a month ago, Pierre Aubert, 
the country’s foreign policy chief, returned 
from a two-week visit to five black African 
countries. It was the first such trip undertaken 
by a Swiss foreign minister and it culminated 
in a resounding condemnation of apartheid 
by Aubert in Lagos. 

Within days, Botha pulled the rug 
from under Aubert’s feet by demanding an 
audience, which Aubert reluctantly agreed 
to. Then, at short notice, Botha summoned 
South Africans from the four corners of 
the globe to the Zurich Hilton for what was 
billed as an emergency session on Namibia. 

Botha— playing his trump card 


Both actions revived the controversy 
aroused by Aubert’s own trip to Africa, 
which right-wingers had claimed jeopar- 
dized Switzerland's traditional policy of 
neutrality. 

Capitalistic: Botha’s visit, however, did 
cast revealing light on traditional Swiss 
neutrality, which left-wing critics and those 
who say Switzerland should join the United 
Nations, argue is a chimera. 

This was forcibly driven home during 
Aubert’s visit to Africa when Switzerland 
was experiencing its own controversy over 
the South African *Muldergate" information 
slush fund. The Rand Daily Mail revealed 
that the Zurich-based Thesaurus Continental 
Securities Corporation (wholly owned by 
the powerful Union Bank in Switzerland) 
had provided a loan contract to Lewis 
Luyt for $13.8 million to establish the 
Citizen newspaper that was going to spread 
the good news about South Africa’s racial 
policies. The Citizen is smack in the centre 
of the Muldergate Scandal. One of the 
signatories on the loan was Bruno Saager, 
a board member of the Swiss-South African 
Association whom Botha had met on his 
Swiss visit. The association includes Switzer- 
land’s most powerful bankers and business- 
men, 

Important: Botha’s meeting with them 
had immense significance because of the 
possibility that the UN might impose econo- 
mic sanctions on South Africa. There are 
only 18 Swiss companies who have invested 
in South Africa (compared to 699 British) 
and trade between the two countries is 
negligible. But in the event of UN-imposed 
sanctions, these companies could be a valu- 
able life-line to the West, since Switzerland 
is not a member of the UN. 

Botha’s objective was therefore to shore 
up his country’s flagging image with Swiss 
bankers and businessmen. Fortunately for 
him, Aubert’s faux pas on apartheid in 
South Africa put the Swiss in a spot and 
gave Botha the ideal opportunity to play 
his trump card. 


Chicken Economy 


Ghana grinds to a halt 


FFICES in Ghana are vacant most 

of the time, their occupants queuing 
up for toilet rolls, searching for car parts 
and otherwise trying to maintain some 
semblance of a normal life-style. Raging 
inflation and crippling shortages of consumer 
goods have destroyed the previously com- 
fortable life of Ghana’s middle class. “It is 
not possible for any member of my staff to 
live on his salary. He must have some other 
source of income,” said the head of a 
Ghanian university. 

The most popular source of a secondary 
income is raising chickens. Another way 


LURIE’S OPINION 


to make money is by using a private or a 
company car as a taxi. Both methods are 
resorted to, often during working hours. 

The increasingly time-consuming search 
for goods and the money to pay for them 
is slowly bringing much of the country’s 
civil service to a halt. Teachers often skip 
classes, officers do not appear at work for 
days, and trading has become a national 
pastime. 

The problems are a result of seven 
years of military rule characterized by cor- 
ruption and mismanagement. To meet grow- 
ing debts, the Government merely printed 
more money. Consequently, inflation has 
been running at 100 per cent per year for 
more than two years. Prices sky-rocketed 
as traders made vast profits from the shortage 
of essential commodities. 

Most people have no option but to 
‘make money by other means. Corruption 
in every walk of life is rampant. Ghanians, 
however, are becoming increasingly incensed 
at the level of corruption. Strikes by students 
and professionals—lawyers, engineers and 
doctors—finally forced the resignation last 
year of General Acheampong as head of 
state and the announcement of elections 
for a civilian government. : 

But an increasing number of profes- 
sionals have started leaving the country. Bet- 
ween August 1977 and September 1978, more 
than 4,000 teachers left Ghana. Even the 
statistics on inflation are months behind 
because the Bureau of Statistics cannot 
keep staff. Most Ghanians, however, seem 
confident that the new civilian government 
to be elected in June will straighten things 
out. But many also wonder how deeply 

ingrained the pattern of the last seven years 
has become, 
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cities in 23 countries, with over 1,260 flights each week. 

Step aboard an Air France 747 from Delhi and Bombay, and the charm and attentiveness of 
our flight crews put you at ease immediately. You'll dine on your choice of fine French cuisine 
or special Indian vegetarian dishes ( simply order when making your flight reservation) . Youll land 
with us at Roissy-Charles de Gaulle, Paris spectacular airport of the future. And from Roissy, 
Air France takes you everywhere in Europe in style. Come with us for the warmest welcome 
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in the skies AIR FRANCE yy 


Air France: the European connoisseurs. 
The best of France to all the world. 


Bangalore: 10/2, Kasturba Road - Phone: 54060 — Bombay: Тој Mahal Hotel - Phone: 298922 - 298950 51 52 — Calcutta: 
` 41 Chowringhee Road - Phone: 240011/12 — Dacca: Hotel Intercontinental - Phone: 244700 ~ Delhi: 6, Scindia House. 
Janpath - Phone: Ticket Office 374775, Reservation 372191 - Kathmandu: R.S. Concern Annapurna Arcade, Kingsway - 


Phone: 15339 — Madras: Spencers Building, 153, Mount Road - Phone 88377. 
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Globe-trotting 
Clumsy Seducer 


m Film stars rarely, if ever, live up to their 
screen image. Bloodthirsty villains of the 
silver screen often turn out to be gentle, 
unassuming people in real life and vice 
versa. Sex symbols, more often than not, 
are actually prudish, home-loving females, 
while rib-tickling comedians turn out to be 
dour and dull. The latest example of this 
myth is the virile all-male Hollywood star, 
Marlon Brando. 

According to his Indian-born ex-wife 
Anna Kashfi, Brando was inarticulate, in- 
coherent, a clumsy seducer and a lousy lover. 
According to her, Brando’s seduction 
technique showed all the subtlety of a guil- 
lotine and his love-making resembled a well- 
rehearsed, polished performance lacking 
warmth and naturalness. 

Kashfi, the latest to succumb to the tell- 
all-for-money memoir craze, reveals a fury 
undiminished by the 21 years since her 
marriage with Brando ended in 1958. In a 
bitter literary tirade against her ex-husband, 
Kashfi complains that during their three- 
year marriage, Brando would disappear for 
days on end and return only to play bongo 
drums until dawn. 


Baldies, Bad Luck 


@ There is bad news for baldies. According 
to the 650 scientists who met recently in 
Hamburg for the first International Congress 
of Hair Research, there is no known cure 
for baldness. The delegates confessed that 
they had tried everything— ointments, tonics, 
special food and medicine, scalp massages, 
magic rituals and even prayers—but the 
tragic conclusion was that once a head went 
bald, nothing would grow on it again. 

Delegates seemed totally baffled by the 
fact that two-thirds of all males in the US 
experience some degree of baldness, while 
only one in every eight Orientals loses his 
hair. They seemed to have the answer to 
another phenomena, however—why a grow- 
ing number of women are reporting loss of 
hair. According to some scientists, oral 
contraceptives affect the body’s hormones 
and this often results in loss of hair. They 
also claimed that an unhappy love affair 
or other emotional disorders could have an 
unhealthy effect on a woman's hair. Baldness, 
according to them, was also hereditary. 
The unanimous advice for people growing 
bald was to adopt a philosophical attitude to 
the phenomena. As the old saying goes: 
"Hair today, gone tommorrow.” 


Financial Spaghetti 


® What could be world's most expensive 


. jigsaw puzzle was put together last fortnight 


by a Texas bank under rather unusual 


| circumstances. Because of a computer error, 
all incoming cheques and deposit slips— 
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about 200,000 vital pieces of paper worth 
around Rs 16 lakh— were fed by mistake 
into a shredding machine. 

Years of uncertainty, dispute and acute 
embarrassment appeared to be in store for 
the bank. Brooding over the countless 
fragments of financial spaghetti, each strip 
no more than three-sixteenths of an inch 
wide, Buddy Ragley, president of the bank, 
hit on'a plan, promptly dubbed Operation 
Humpty Dumpty by his staff. Ragley closed 
the bank doors, and instructed his 15 staff 
members and 45 temporary helpers to paste 
together the jigsaw puzzle. Incredibly, after 
a session running 24 hours a day in eight 
hour shifts, all but 400 of the cheques and 
deposit slips were pasted back into readable 
form. As a reward, Ragley distributed mock- 
shredded bonus cheques to his staff. 


Twin Coincidences 


Coincidences do occur occasionally, but 
the odds against twin sisters who were 
married on the same day giving birth within 
minutes of each other are extremely rare. 
Yet, that is exactly what happened last 
month to Renee and Christopher Montross 
and Bernee and Lance Laurie. Renee gave 
birth to a girl at 4.48 p.m. in the Southern 
Nevada Memorial Hospital. Her twin Bernee 
also gave birth to a girl in the same hospital 
minutes later. 

The couples were married in a double 
ceremony in Las Vegas in August 1977 
and, not surprisingly, have bought houses 
next door to each other. 


True To Form 


® The fall-out from the disastrous accident 
at Three Mile Island nuclear plant in Harris- 
burg, Pennsylvania last month has not just 
been radioactive. Running true to form; 
Hollywood has now become the biggest 
beneficiary of the world's first nuclear disas- 
ter. In has turned Jane Fonda's new film, 
The China Syndrome, about a near-disaster 
at a California nuclear plant, into the box- 


up 


— 


messi 


Voight and Fonda— nuclear fallout helped them 


office hit of the year. A major factor in the 
movie's phenomenal success was its timing. 
The China Syndrome opened just 12 days 
before the Harrisburg disaster and the 


$6 million (Rs 5 crore) “nuclear thriller" has 


already raked in $30 million (Rs 24 crore), 
boosted Columbia Pictures' stock, and help- 
ed Fonda and co-star Jon Voight win last 
fortnight's Oscar awards for their roles in a 
Vietnam war film, Coming Home. 

“The boom started the-day of the acci- 
dent," said a Columbia Pictures’ executive. 
"Everyone has heard they will get an inside 
look at what went wrong in Harrisburg." 
California's Governor Jerry Brown saw the 
film and described the resemblance between 
the Harrisburg accident and the film plot 
as "eerie". He then called for a closure of the 
State's biggest nuclear plant, Rancho Seco— 
a sister unit of the one in Harrisburg. 
Meanwhile, a triumphant Fonda announced 
that she and her husband, activist Tom 
Hayden, would make nuclear power “the 
issue in next year's Presidential election”. 


Healthy Imagination 


ш When British doctors finally put their 
heads together they discovered that there 
was absolutely nothing wrong with the 
man who had been admitted more than 
200 times to at least 68 hospitals and had 
been given thousands of blood tests and 
X-rays. This 34-year-old case history of 
imaginary illnesses was reported in last 
month's issue of the British Medical Journal. 
According to the report, the unidentified man 
spent a total of 10 years as a patient in. 
National Health Service hospitals and used at 
least 30 different names. The man suffered 


from “Manchhausen’s Syndrome" named T 


after an 18th century character who told lurid 
tales of war adventures, all of them 
imaginary. Doctors said the man's abdomen 
resembled a “scarred battlefield because of 
the innumerable operations he had been 
given for imaginary ailments". The cost of 
Areatment for Britain's state health service— 
Rs 1.6 crore. Е 
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International Intelligence 


New Arms Salesman 
ЭЕ eu eaesman 


RESIDENT Anwar Sadat of Egypt has a brand-new role to 
play—that of an international arms salesman. Once the 
Egyptians take delivery of the huge consignment of American 
weapons pledged to them under the Camp David agreement they 
will be looking for buyers for their vast Stockpile of used Soviet 
military hardware. According to one estimate, Egypt's arsenal of 
Soviet-made weaponry is worth around $4 billion (Rs 3,200 crore). 

The result could be that Egypt emulates Libya in becoming a 
central supply point for the distribution of Russian military hard- 
ware. Sadat thus hopes to convince a number of African leaders that 
they can now ease out of their current relationship with Russia 
without forfeiting the right to Russian-made weaponry and spare 
parts on which their armies are so dependent. Sadat has already 


. found his first customer in Tanzania. Somalia's President Siad 


Barre has been hinting that he might renew his previous links with 
the Soviets if he cannot get arms from the West, and Sadat could 
find him a willing customer as well, if only to deter Barre from re- 
joining the Soviet fold. 

It is likely that Sadat's arms supply will be used to further his 
own interests, and, by extension, those of the US as well. Apart 
from that, Sadat's new role as an international arms salesman will 
prove very lucrative—a significant development now that the oil 
producing Arab countries have decided to cut off oil supplies to 
Egypt. 


Tremors From Iran 


[= 


Г HE growing power and success of Ayatullah Khomeini іп Iran 
has sent significant political tremors through neighbouring Iraq 
and Afghanistan. In Iraq there have been visible signs of a major 
movement among the country's Shia community directly inspired by 
Khomeini's Islamic revolution in Iran. The Shias are the country's 
largest religious group but ever since Iraq gained its independence, 
political power has been concentrated in the hands of a Sunni ruling 
clique. Khomeini’s victory in Iran has, however, encouraged Iraqi 
Shia leaders to demand a larger participation in the economic and 
political system. They have reportedly also established close 
contact with Khomeini, who has allegedly agreed to pledge arms and 
support for a Shia uprising in Iraq. 

In Afghanistan, President Tarakki's regime, closely aligned 
with the Soviets, finds itself threatened by a similar Muslim revolt 
apparently with the full support of Khomeini's followers in Iran. 
Ironically, Afghanistan originally served as an important base 
for opponents of the Shah of Iran's regime, before he was forced 
to flee the country. 


Mysterious Sabotage 


NTELLIGENCE sources are convinced that the recent sabotage 
of French nuclear reactors earmarked for Iraq at the Mediter- 
ranean port of Seyne-sur-Mer was the work of the Israeli secret 
service, though there is no proof to support this theory. On April 5, 
a massive explosion took place inside the heavily guarded warehouse 
belonging to France's leading manufacturer of nuclear machinery— 
Navale Industrielle de la Mediterranee. When security guards 
rushed inside, they, found containers holding reactor components 
bound for Iraq completely destroyed. Surprisingly, none of the 
other consignments destined for other countries had been affected 
by the blast. : 
The equipment that was being supplied to Iraq was of vital 
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importance to the entire balance of power in the Middle East, as 
it could have given Iraq the capacity to produce its own nuclear 
weapons. 

The method by which the sabotage was carried out still remains 
a mystery. That the saboteurs could have gained entry into the 
heavily guarded warehouse sounds beyond belief. This points to the 
possibility that the explosives were hidden inside the crates during 
some stage of their journey from the manufacturers to the ware- 
house. 

Israel seems the most likely culprit. When the French first 
announced that they were setting up a “nuclear research city” 
in Iraq, Israel and the US had protested strongly to the French 
Government. The French ignored the protests since they 
were being guaranteed an uninterrupted flow of oil for a long 
period in addition to massive arms sales to Iraq. But the sabotage 
operation has reduced to nought the possibility of Iraq becoming 
the possessor of a nuclear bomb in the foreseeable future—an 
eventuality that could possibly have led to a nuclear showdown 
with the only regional power with the same capability: Israel. 
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Sadat's Toppling Game 


е 

large measure of the success of the Tanzanian forces in over- 

throwing Idi Amin's regime belongs, surprisingly, to Egypt. 
President Sadat's decision to supply the Tanzanian forces with _ 
arms and advisers was spurred by covert Soviet threats to cut _ 
off water supply to both Egypt and Sudan. According to informed — - 
sources, the Egyptian intelligence service received reports that the 
Soviets, with Ugandan and Ethiopian help, were planning to take © 
over control of the Nile. In the initial stages, the plan was to control 
the sources of the Blue Nile with Ethiopian help, and build dams: 
to divert their waters to threaten Egypt's vital Aswan Dam project. 

Later, the plan envisaged controlling the source of the White | 
Nile, located in Uganda, and the subsequent setting up of military | 
bases near the Uganda/Sudan border. The Russians then planned 
to clear the way for a takeover of the region through which the 
Albert Nile flows. To counteract this threat, Egypt agreed to 
outfit the Tanzanian army with equipment it required, includi 
MiG-17 fighters. The Egyptians also agreed to supply th: 
much ammunition as they would require to topple . 
backed army, medium artillery, heavy machine guns 
vehicles. 
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H. N. BAHUGUNA 


Bahuguna—proud that petroleum products were not rationed 
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Bridging The Gap 


He dapper Hemwati Nandan Bahuguna, 

59. presides over the troubled Petroleum 
and Chemicals Ministry. An astute politician 
with a strong base among the minorities, he 
has been resilient in weathering the vicissitudes 
in his political career. After being sent into 
political limbo by Mrs Gandhi during the 
Emergency, Bahuguna came back to the 
national scene as one of the architects of the 
Congress For Democracy. In an interview 
with INDIA TODAY, Bahuguna spoke on the 
plans of his ministry and the issue of minorities. 
Excerpts: 


Q. What are the important achievements 
of your ministry in the last two years? 

A. Oil exploration was speeded up 
and the Oil and Natural Gas Commission 
was restructured. The refineries which were 
in the red are also now performing better. 

Q. But the supply of oil and petroleum 


| products is erratic. Are you taking any. 
B corrective steps ? 


A. Considering the adverse circums- 
tances, arrangements for the supply of 
petroleum products have been to-an extent 
satisfactory. For instance, Bombay port 
was closed due to strike for 200 days during 
1978, and nothing could be moved out of 
the Bombay refinery. The impact of the 
continuous strike would have been disas- 
trous but for the fact that production in 
Bombay High was maintained at a reason- 
able level through efficient management. 1 
have introduced a monitoring system to daily 
assess the availability of petroleum products. 

Q. Why is the kerosene and petrol 
shortage continuing ? 
A. It is due to disruption in the move- 


ment of supplies in the country and erratic 


supply from Iran during the last year. 


e 


Moreover, regular supply of items that are 
imported, even in other countries like Britain, 
cannot be guaranteed. We are proud that pe- 
troleum products were not rationed here. 

Q. But kerosene, which is used by the 
poor, is in short supply. 

A. The production of kerosene has 
not declined. Its demand has gone up because 
of coal shortage. 

Q. How are you going to fill in the gap 
between the demand and supply of petroleum 
products ? 

A. We have been able to meet our 
requirements of petroleum products so far 
though with great difficulty. During the 
Iran crisis, we had a shortfall of eight million 
tonne per year which was not easy to manage. 
However, we were not starved of petrol 
because of our friendly relations with the 
petroleum producing countries. I could man- 
age 45 lakh tonne of petrol from Iraq, five 
lakh tonne from Abu Dhabi, 20 lakh tonne 
from Libya and five lakh tonne from Saudi 
Arabia. The five-lakh-tonne deficit would be 
covered by producing more in India. 

Q. When do you expect to achieve self- 
sufficiency in petroleum products ? 

A. It will take a long time. India has 
potential both for on-shore and off-shore 

petroleum production. Our gas is of superior 
quality, but its supply is not enough to meet 
the domestic requirement. We, however, save 
substantial foreign exchange from five lakh 
tonne gas production every year. 

We have been able to save $10 (Rs 80) 
per barrel on the petrol imported from 
abroad. The price in the open market was 
$24.50 (Rs 196) per barrel before the recent 
price hike but we got the petrol at $14.50 
(Rs 116) per barrel from the Organization 
of Petroleum Exporting Countries (OPEC). 
If India had to purchase 80 million tonne of 


petrol from the open market. i 
spent Rs 200 crore more on tis a а 
happy that my Arab connection has Worked 

Q. When do you propose to increase 
domestic gas connections ? € the 
A. While there are over 10 crore 
x ES we have been able to gi 
25 lakh connections. In the next tw 
20 lakh more connections would be 
through increased productions 
High and Mathura Refinery. 

Q. What have you done to improve 
drug Industry ? 

А. India was without any purposeful 
drug policy up to 1977. The earlier govern- 
ment appointed the Hathi Committee, but 
no follow-up action was taken on its report 
Now, we have formulated definite policies 
on the basis of Hathi Committee recommen- 
dations in respect of areas of operations of 
public and private sector including multi- 
natior«d corporations. We have removed the 
confusion prevailing regarding issue of licen- 
ces and dilution of foreign equity by multi- 
nationals. We have abolished brand names 
of important medicines like Analgin and 
given them general names so that there is 
no possibility of misuse of patents. We have 
also reduced the prices of 375 formulations 
which are used in the production of common- 
ly used medicines. 

Q. What is your reaction to the various 
constituents of the Janata Party talking in 
terms of reviving their old organizations. 

A. Well, Babuji (Defence Minister Jag- 
jivan Ram) said long ago that the Congress 
For Democracy (CFD) is the only party 
which has merged in the Janata Party. I 
think nothing more explicit could have been 
said. Various constituents of the party must 
forget their past affiliations otherwise the 
Janata Party will collapse under its own 
contradictions. 

Q. Are you satisfied with what the Janata 
Government has done for the minorities ? 

A. Many steps have been taken to help 
them. But personally I feel that to protect 
the interests of minorities, scheduled castes 
and other weaker sections of the society, 
we must have a Communal Amity Police 
Force. This force should comprise men from 
minorities and scheduled castes and only 
25 per cent of the personnel should belong 
to majority groups. This force should take 
care of the property of all sections of the 
community during a communal flare-up; 
It must also be ensured that no graveyar 
will be taken over by the Government 
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agencies for any public purpose whatsoever. | 


The educational system which has communa 
overtones should also be revamped. 
Q. People feel that continuation 


minorities. What do you think ? | 
A. The Janata Party leaders should а 
together and sort out all the issues a 
than giving controversial statements d 
harm the party. —pRABHU CHA 
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—— Гре Neighbours 


BANGLADESH 


H Аг 2 
Love 


The fact that Bangla- 
4 desh President. Zia- 
| ur Rahman chose 
^| Morarji Desai to be 
| the first head of state 
to pay an official visit 
to Dacca after the recent elections, is a 
significant pointer to current relations be- 
tween the two countries. Ever since 1971, 
Bangladesh has regarded India with ill- 
concealed suspicion. There was some melt- 
ing of attitudes when the Janata Govern- 
ment came to power, but in the last fort- 
nights talks during Desai's visit it was 
obvious that Zia is determined to steer clear 
of India as far as economic or military 
dependence is concerned. Zia’s main fear 
is that India’s major stake in the economy 
of Bangladesh will provide New Delhi with 
a powerful political lever in the future. He 
was at pains to emphasize his country’s 
dependence on the US, Japan and some 
South-East Asian countries for technical 
and economic aid. Significantly, there was 
no mention of China which indicates that 
Zia realizes that intensification of relations 
with Peking could prove diplomatically un- 
wise. 

Bias: There is ample evidence that 
Bangladesh is finally going through an 
economic revival. Dacca has wide, metalled 
roads, a more efficient transport system and 
intense construction activity is in evidence 
all around. Dacca’s Intercontinental Hotel 
is bustling with Japanese, American, Thai, 
Malaysian and Filipino economic and tech- 


INDIA TODAY, MAY 1—15, 1979 


Digitized by Sarayu Foundation Trust, Delhi and eGangotri ; 


Morarji Desai and Zia-ur Rahman (right) with aides at talks in Dacca on April 16 


nical experts and businessmen. The Bangla- 
desh Government, however, has persistently 
discouraged Indian businessmen and visas 
for Indians to visit Bangladesh are extremely 
difficult to come by. 

During Desai's visit, it was evident that 
the strong anti-Indian feeling of the past 
four years had abated considerably. There 
Is, however, an undercurrent of fear that 
India could prove an abrasive neighbour. 
It is this attitude that led Bangladesh to 
internationalize the Farakka issue and try 
and involve Nepal and the World Bank 
in tapping the eastern water resources. 

Inherent differences like sharing the 
Ganga waters, delineation of the maritime 
boundaries, ratification of land border agree- 
ment signed in 1974 still remain unresolved. 
In addition, the current flow of refugees from 
Bangladesh into the northern states of India 
is one area of potential tension between 
the two countries. 


PAKISTAN 
Zia's Next Move 


Zulfikar Ali Bhutto's 
death cell prophecy 
of a bloodbath in 
Pakistan if he was 
executed has. failed 
to materialize. But 
then he, like a majority of his followers, was 
guilty of sadly underestimating the political 
potential of the man who cracks the whip 


in Pakistan today—General Zia-ul-Haq. 
Pakistan’s plethora of military dictators 
have been a largely predictable lot and have 
essentially followed a well-trodden political 
path. But Zia has emerged as a different kettle 
of fish, as his supposedly risky gamble in 
hanging Bhutto has proved. 

It is, however, Zia's unpredictability 
that has painted a massive question mark 
over the event around which hinges the 
future of Pakistan—whether Zia will stick 
to his promise of holding the general elections 
on November 17. Many people in Pakistan, 
including senior military officers, feel that 
Zia will renege on his promise. There are 
many factors which could provide Zia with a 
legitimate excuse for doing so, even at the 
risk of jeopardizing his own future. The 
collapse of the Pakistan National Alliance 
(PNA) into small constituent parts; pro- 
Bhutto violence or a deterioration of the 
situation on Pakistan's border with 
Afghanistan. 

The PNA's decision last month to 
withdraw from Zia's cabinet, described by 
its leader Maulana Mufti Mahmood, as 
"unanimous" was essentially a question of 
political survival. Always a heterogeneous 
entity, afflicted constantly by factional 
quarrels, the PNA’s departure from Zia’s 
Government was as unobtrusive as was its 
entry into it last August. 

Political Expediency: Out of the nine 
constituent parties that originally grouped 
under the PNA banner, five of the major 
constituents opted to stay out of Zia’s 
cabinet. Now reduced to a political light- 
weight, its only path to survival lay in dis- 
continuing its active alliance with Zia’s 
regime. The execution of Bhutto has caused - 
national and international revulsion, and any 
political group associated with Zia is likely 
to fare badly at the next general elections, if 
and when they are held. 

There are other signs that the military. 
will be playing a decisive role in the future - 
of Pakistan. Last fortnight, Zia, in an inter- 
yiew with an American columnist, stated that 
his next step would be to usher in “some 
constitutional role for the armed forces, 
which is today the only institution which is 
stable, which is responsible for the safety, 
security and guarding the integrity of 


Pakistan. If we find at a particular stage that | 


political environment is like the one in 1977 


or politicians are pulling in different direc- — - 


tions then it should-be the President of the 
country who, with the help of the armed: 


forces, should be able to dissolve the Na- . 
tional Assembly, take power himself, and 
run the country. . . ." This, he added, would 


bring in more stability and would be “mi 
more democratic". ena io 
Zia seems to be already ge 


for that eventuality, by set ; 
his political purge in motion—thi 
tion of the Bhutto dynasty. With 


dead, the Pakistan People’s 
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Why SANDTEX MATT is superior: 


: 1) It contains one of the hardest known fine aggregates—derived from 
granite, as well as other ingredients, which together give it I 
exceptional resistance to the elements; x 


2) A special resin which imparts a high degree of flexibility and great 
adhesive properties; 


3) Constituents that produce a full bodied paint film; and | 
4) Higher concentration of pigments which gives better opacity. { 
The result is a material that provides а rich, thick coating of reinforced 


toughness, weather resistance and durability, qualities that answer 
all the problems you normally meet ir; decorating. 


SANDTEX MATT is now available in a 
1-litre tins in addition to the case 
20-litre galvanised drum. 
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case of sixteen 
of four 4-litre tins and 


Manufactured by: 


Snowcem India Ltd. 
A KILLICK SUBSIDIARY 


KILLICK HOUSE, CHARANJIT RAI MARG, 
POST BOX 109, BOMBAY 400001. 
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mantle would automatically fall on Bhutto's 
second wife, Nusrat and from her on 
his daughter Benazir. 

Next Purge: According to recent 
reports, Zia is widely expected to bring 
criminal charges against both of them. In 
the raid on the Bhutto household on the 
eve of Bhutto's execution, officials claimed 
to have discovered secret state documents 
cencerning Pakistan's foreign and defence 
affairs. If Zia manages to eliminate Nusrat 
and Benazir from the political field, the 
PPP, undoubtedly the party with the best 
electoral chances, would be leaderless and 
pose less ofa threat to the indefinite extension 
of Zia's military rule. 

But the most significant event, at least 
ds far as India is concerned, was the US 
offer to Pakistan last fortnight of 50 North- 
rop Е-5Е fighters equipped with advanced 
air-to-ground missiles and diplomatic back- 
ing for Pakistan's proposal of a nuclear- 
free zone in South Asia if Pakistan will 
accept full nuclear safeguards. The American 
policy switch, is apparently an attempt to 
wean Pakistan away from its ambitions to 
develop nuclear weapons by making a twin 
offer of fighter planes and help in producing 
nuclear power if Pakistan agrees to inter- 
national safeguards. The offer is also an 
attempt to soothe ruffled Pakistani feathers 
caused by the US decision to cut off all 
assistance to Pakistan except food. ; 

Impact: The US also desperately needs 
a foothold in Pakistan after the upheavals in 
Iran and to counter the spread of Soviet 
influence from neighbouring Afghanistan. It 
is for that reason that the Carter Administra- 
tion's reaction to Bhutto's execution was 
relatively mild. But the extent of the US 
support to Pakistan is likely to have a 
significant impact on Indo-US relations. 

India has always opposed Pakistan's 
proposal of a nuclear-free zone in South 
Asia. The Indian policy has been to accept 
full-scope nuclear safeguards only if the 
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same rules apply to all nuclear powers. 
Pakistan, on the other hand, has already in- 
formed the US that it will accept nuclear 
safeguards only if India accepts the same 
terms. Pakistan has officially denied that it is 
pursuing a nuclear path, but in private, 
Pakistani diplomats say that the Govern- 
ment is determined to keep its nuclear 
options open. 

It would come as no great surprise if 
Islamabad rejects the latest US offer. By 
doing so, Pakistan would earn valuable 
breathing space for perfecting its gas centri- 
fuge project, meant as a substitute for the 
nuclear reprocessing plant. With the centri- 
fuge, Pakistan could produce enriched uran- 
ium—the core material for a nuclear weapon. 

In any event, Pakistan is counting 
heavily on Arab aid—particularly from 
Libya—to accelerate its nuclear programme. 
Libya's strongman Colonel Gaddafi has 
invested heavily in Pakistan's nuclear re- 
search. Ironically, he was persuaded by 
Bhutto’s argument that the world had a 
Christian bomb, a Hindu bomb and a 
Jewish bomb. The time had come to build an 
Islamic bomb. If Zia follows the same path, 
the consequences could be disastrous. 

; —DILIP BOBB 


SRI LANKA 
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Boom 
Sri Lanka has 
| |reportedly become 
ја major link in an 
| international drug- 
trafficking chain, 
with international drug-carriers increasing 
their operations via Colombo. 

There was a time when the “Golden 
Triangle” of Burma, Laos and Thailand took 
pride of place in narcotics drug-trafficking. 
But now what is known as the “‘mini-triangle” 
comprising Sri Lanka, India and the Maldive 
Islands is gradually taking over as the centre 


of international smuggling of opium and 
ganja (cannabis). 

The Sri Lanka Narcotics Bureau (SLNB) 
estimates that over five tonne of opium “leak”? 
into the country each year. The bulk of this is 
sent to cities in Europe, England, the United 
States and Australia. Some of the opium is 
sold to local addicts, tourists and crews of 
fishing-trawlers which poach round the 
coasts. The chief of the SLNB said that ganja 
was planted illicitly in about 500 acre. 
With each plant yielding 40 pound of ready- 
to-use ganja the average produce an acre was 
15,000 pound. At the street value of Rs 20 а 
a pound in Sri Lanka, cultivators could earn 
Rs 75,000 from one acre. 

The Narcotics Bureau chief said that 
India produced about 1,500 tonne ofopium a 
year on state permits as a raw material for 
certain drugs, a pound of opium fetching 
around Rs 225. The five to six tonne that 
filtered into Sri Lanka yearly through Valvet- 
titurai, Kankesanturai and Talaimannar were | 
adulterated and sold at Rs 2,500 a pound. 

Seizures: In the past, opium was trans- 
ported to Sri Lanka from India in boats or 
towed underwater in polythene bags by 
fishing crafts. The main landing poinf was 
Valvettiturai, a small coastal fishing hamlet 
in the north of Sri Lanka, where the chief 
occupation of the local populace was smuggl- 
ing. Now morphine, heroin and even LSD 
are filtering into the country. Although, 
Singapore has introduced the death penalty 
for carriers, operators are risking even that 
as a kilo of heroin which initially costs about 
$300 (Rs 2,400) ultimately fetches around 
$75,000 (Rs 6 lakh). ; 

According to the SLNB, smugglers  . 
employ couriers to travel to India as pilgrims. 
Each ‘pilgrim’ brings backa package of opium 
weighing up to 15 pound. They pass through 
Katunayaka International Airport and the 
airport at Jaffna in the north. Indians travel- — - 
ling on Sri Lankan visas and Sri Lankans — | 
who return via Dhanushkodi/Talaimannar _ 
by boat are also used for carrying larger . 

«quantities as there are no restrictions on the 
amount of luggage on the overland route. 

In recent years there had been a shift 
in operations from Valvettiturai. Drug and 
other contraband smugglers now use Pesalai, 
Mannar, Delft, Nainativu, Kurukadouwan, 
Kayts, Gurunagar and Karainagar. 

New Method: The latest ruse is to send 
parcels of opium from the Maldive Islands by 
air and sea. The detection is difficult unless | 
the authorities are tipped off. But even if — 
detected, the real people behind the traffick- ~ 
ing remain unidentified. pent 

The Sri Lankan and Indian Gov 
ments have agreed on a coordinated 
to curb the drug smuggling. The two coun 
are not only alarmed at the dru | 
but also at the escalating 
customs and revenue evasio 
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27 torches. Each one designed to 
match a particular need,suit a particular 
budget. Colourful little torches to fit | 
a lady's handbag. Slim torches with pen 
clips to make for easy carrying in a shirt 
or jacket pocket. Heavy duty brass 
torches for a lifetime of service. Light 
aluminium torches that combine good 
looks with economy. And many more. 


The Eveready range has something for 
everybody. Including you. 
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Boggling The Mind : 


HE veil of secrecy that shrouds the CIA’s operations has often 

been ripped off but the mystery persists, The fatest—and most 
disturbing—exposé of its notorious activities is in the form of a book, 
The Search for the Manchurian Candidate. It deals with the organi- 
zation's diabolical experiments, from 1950 to the early 1970s, with 
‘Mind Control. INDIA ToDAY’s Washington correspondent inter- 
viewed the author, John D. Marks, about the experiment, which if 
successful, would have been “the ultimate in totalitarian control". 


It is going into its second printing. Penguin Books has bought 

rights to it. Yugoslavia and France have bought the rights to 
translate it. A daily London newspaper is going to serialize the 
entire thing. And P/ayboy magazine's prestigious book review 
section had dubbed it the most important book ofthe year. 

The book, The Search for the Manchurian Candidate, has 
jolted America with the fury of a Muhammad Ali punch. It's got 
the nation's secret intelligence community scrambling around like 
a bunch of headless chickens. And it's got Americans from Maine 
to Iowa shaking their heads and muttering: “Jt couldn't happen 
here. It couldn't happen here.” 

But the point is, it did happen here. And for all one knows it 

. Still may be happening. What we do know, thanks to this remark- 

- able book, is that from 1950 until the mid-1960s and early 1970s, 

С the CIA, in concert with various government agencies as well as 

^ independent US scientists was involved in a massive, super-secret 
experiment with diabolical ramifications: Mind Control. 

Magic Drug: Thanks to the tenacious persistence of John 
D. Marks, author of .The Search for the Manchurian Candidate, 
CIA’s hunt for a magic drug or psychiatric method that would pro- 
duce total mind control has been stripped of its shroud of secrecy, 
and the sordid details of that macabre quest have poured out. 

Thousands of US scientists subjected thousands of Americans 
and unknown numbers of foreigners to these experiments under the 
‘Big Brotherly’ control of the CIA. 

Author John Marks, 36, a former intelligence officer with 
the State Department, told INDIA TODAY during the course of a 


B sold more than 20,000 copies in less than three months. 


of what really went on. I'm not sure we'll ever know all the details. 
I suspect the CIA has destroyed most of the really damaging docu- 
ments. " The very idea of using “psychiatrists, surgeons, hypnotists, 
physicians to control the human mind iscrepugnant," he said. 
"It's the ultimate in totalitarian control. It’s what Orwell talked 
about in Nineteen Eighty-Four,” 

Other governments—including, of course, the Soviet Union— 

have tried experimental mind control in one degree or another, 
says Marks. “If you achieve mind control the possibilities of what 
you can do with it are endless. Most governments can't resist it." 
Marks obtained his information— 16,000 pages of original, albeit 
heavily censored CIA documents—through a unique American 
institution—the Freedom of Information Act under which ordinary 
citizens can go to court to compel the government to release infor- 
mation that does not affect national security or the privacy of 
individuals. 

Official Secrets: “Other countries," Marks says, "have follow- 
ed in the footsteps of their former colonial masters such as Britain 
in adopting official secrets acts." Official secrets acts, he Says, 
“are a bureaucrat's dream of non-accountability to the public.” 

Initially, Marks says, he did not know quite what he was getting, 
and he did not even have the idea for a book, when the CIA grudg- 
ingly began to release him information in small driblets in 1976. 


t 
| 
| two-hour interview: “‘What I uncovered is probably one per cent 
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Marks—uncovering CIA's experiments to control the human mind 
The following year, things began to jell. Senator Frank Church's 
intelligence oversight committee had been holding hearings follow- 
ing release of the Rockefeller Commission report in which there was 
mention of a CIA agent, Frank Olsen, who had jumped to his 
death from a window after being given LSD by the CIA. 

Marks says the documents he began receiving showed him 
that the Rockefeller Commission and the Church committee had 
barely scratched the surface. Far from being an innocent experi- 
ment of drug testing in which a life or two may have been lost, 
as the Rockefeller and Church committee reports indicated, the 
CIA's 20-year programme, as Marks was to discover, was a heavily 
financed and tightly orchestrated effort to find fool proof methods | 
of governing human behaviour. 

Advanced Research: Government as well as private scientists 
and researchers, in an ethics-be-damned orgy jumped willingly into | 
the heart of the CIA experiments which spread from coast to coast | 
and used major American college campuses— Columbia, Harvard, | 
Stanford—as fertile grounds for research. “This programme,” ) 
Marks says, “was the cutting edge of the behaviour modification and | 
change field. It represented the most advanced research in this field. | 
It was the ultimate form of government research and the scientists | 
who agreed to be part of the programme were promised secrecy, | 
pay, and full support. It was hard for them to resist.” | 

Marks said he decided to write his book after his perusal of | 
thousands of documents convinced him that the CIA's continuing | 
experiment was, indeed, aimed at searching for a Manchurian - 
Candidate. *Manchurian Candidate" is the title of a 1959 novel | 
by Richard Condon which suggests that a person can be brainwash- - 


] 
ed into becoming an assassin on a pre-arranged signal. The CIA 1 
experiments, Marks notes, were designed to determine if a Mal 
churian Candidate could actually be created experimentally. The | 
CIA's experiments had the express purpose of determining whether | 
unwitting victims can be made to commit involuntary acts suc 


h " 
assassinations and then not be able to remember these acts or p. М 


prompted them to commit them. A successful experiment of th’ 
sort would establish the ultimate form of mind control. Nur 
Collaborators: The CIA found willing allies for its experimen 


not only among US government agencies but also in the pharmaceu- J HER 
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tical industry which provided CIA with dangerous drugs which had 
been rejected for use for humans because of undesirable side-effects 

Marks’s documents show that since the 1950s the CIA was 
obsessed with experimenting with poisons, drugs, hypnosis, psy- 
chosurgery, electroshock treatments at home and abroad. And 
acts committed by victims whose minds had been altered by these 
methods could include the killing of not just foreign politicians but 
also American officials. 

The importance of mind control through various devices such 
as concussions induced from afar was that such traumas "are always 
followed by amnesia for the actual moment of the accident", a 
CIA document shows. : 

"If a technique was devised," the same document says, “to 
induce brain concussion without either giving advance warning 
or causing external physical trauma, the person upon recovery 
would be unable to recall what had happened to him." These 
methods, the memo says, could be established as “tools in brain- 
washing therapy". And they include—in addition to drugging— 
subjecting unknowing victims, such as people driving cars, to 
sudden, special horn blasts tuned to the resonant frequency of the 
head, blast waves propagated in the air, and to tuned sound Waves 
concentrated on the victim with the help of accoustical lenses and 
reflectors. 

The Origins: Names given to these CIA experimental program- 
mes were CHICK WIT, and OFTEN. And they apparently grew out 
of a secret project named ARTICHOKE in the 1950s. The “essential 
element" of ARTICHOKE was to study the feasibility of whether 
"an individual of (deleted) descent, approximately 35 years old, 
well-educated, proficient in English and well-established socially 
and politically in the (deleted) Government could be induced under 
ARTICHOKE to perform an act, involuntarily, of attempted 
assassination against a prominent (deleted) politician or if neces- 
sary, against an American official ..." (The deletions represent 
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words blanked out by the CIA). 

In other areas, CIA operatives were asked to cooperate with 
Tanzanian witch-doctors in order to obtain information from them 
about the various mind control uses of poisons obtained from the 
gall bladders of sick Tanzanian crocodiles of the Nile variety. 

Marks is not sure whether—so far—CIA's experiments on 
thousands of students, mental patients, prostitutes, prison inmates, 
foreigners, ever produced a Manchurian Candidate. He knows for 
sure that the CIA’s psychological experiments on San Francisco 
prostitutes—dubbed “Operation Midnight Climax"—in order to. 
use sex in espionage yielded negligible results. 

Symbol of Defiance: But the CIA experiments, Marks says, 
led to the “democratization of the drug LSD”, over which the CIA 
had maintained a complete monopoly. The drug could not be 
produced, imported or exported without CIA knowledge and 
control, so important was its place in the CIlA's secret 
armamentarium of mind control devices. 

But the CIA’s use of LSD in campus experiments was the way 
LSD “got out" of the CIA's hands in and into the mouths of 
America’s flower children in the 1960s. Use of the drug became a 
symbol of defiance of authority, opposition to the Vietnam war, 
and karma trips designed to wipe off the memory of materialistic 
Amerika, as the cultural revolutionaries of those days spelled the 
word. 

Marks thinks that LSD which slipped out of CIA's control 
in the 1960s and became the mind-expanding drug of the campus 
movement may have served a "counter-revolutionary purpose", 
in that it focused the energies of the youth revolt away from econo- 
mic and political issues and into purely cultural ones. 

"But you've got to remember," Marks says, “the cultural 
revolution was very anti-authoritarian. CLA may not have found 
the Manchurian Candidate but its experiments certainly helped 
usher in the Dawn of the Age of Aquarius.” 
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a. The essential cloxents of the problem are as 
follows: 


(1) Aa a "trigger, mechanism" for a bigger 
project, it was proposed that an individual of A3244 
descent, approximately 35 years old, vell cducated, 
proficient in English ard veJl established socially `` 
and politically in the ?*****" Goverment be induced 


У attempted assassination against a prominent 5"*s** У 
. politician or if necessary, against an £ngrican offi- р 
cial? The SUBJECT vas Согигг1у AE [ny tut o. 4 
has since terminatod and is now employed with the *** 
Government. According to all available inform tion, 

- е SUBJECT vould offer no further cooperation vith s 
4ч En Access to the SUBJECT would bo extremely 
Because the SUBJECT is а heavy drinker, it vas pro- - 
posed' that the individual could be surreptitiously : M 
drugged through the -medium of an alcoholic cocktail " 
at a social party, ARTICHOKE applied and the SUBJECT 

-Induced to perform the act of attempted ascassim= Й 
tion at some later date, A11 the above was to be t 
accomplished at one: involuntary uncontrolled social 
moqgting. After the act of altompted ascaosiintion 
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1. Jlerevith report of ARTICHOKE Team on first assignnent. 

` Considering the speed with which we had to operata, I be= 
+ levo it went extresely vell. “Мз were ready when called ` 
^" upon for support, even though LM operation did not materiali: 
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Exit Ironing 


HE “Sanforised” people whose process to control cloth shrink- 

age revolutionized the cotton textile industry have now come 
; out with a no-iron anti-wrinkle process called “Sanfor-Set”. 
| The process is being marketed by Chiet, Peabody and Co, the 
| firm that is responsible for marketing the *Sanforised" process 

the world over. et: 

| Sanfor-Set shirts are now being tested in USA and the initial 
| response is said to be favourable. According to an executive of a 
| man-made fibre company, the abrasion resistance, easy-care and 
i 


wrinkle-resistance properties of Sanfor-Set are quite good but not as 
comfortable as polyester-cotton blended shirts which make up 71 
per cent of the shirt market in the US and Europe. In India the 
proportion is low because of the lower initial costs of cotton shirts. 
However, the new process is expected to give a tremendous boost to 
the shrinking cotton textile industry everywhere, particularly India, 
which has a large cotton surplus. 


Consultancy Services 


| МОТАМ consultancy firms are slowly making their mark in the 
export market. Fertiliser (Planning and Development) India 
Limited, which, for some reason has been kept out of new fertilizer 
projects in the country, is taking up a study of fertilizer marketing 
and distribution for Afghanistan Fertilizer Company, Kabul. The 
study is financed by the World Bank affiliate, International Develop- 
tment Association. MECON has been engaged by the Syrian Govern- 
ment for preparing a feasibility report for a 1-million tonne steel 
plant ata fee of Rs 5 crore. Engineers India Limited is providing con- 
sultancy services to Sonatrach of Algeria for its LPG pipeline from 
Hassi R’Mel to Arzew and Indian Drugs and Pharmaceuticals 
Limited (IDPL) has been retained by the Algerian Government for 
technical services in connection with their antibiotics and basic 
drugs plant. 


Asean Link 


JÑ N Indian team is going to Indonesia to study the possibility 
“of setting up an alumina smelting plant as a possible joint 
venture. The Ministry of Steel and Mines has drawn up a scheme for 
collaboration with the member-countries of Asean (Association of 
Southeast Asian Nations) in setting up metal conversion plants 
at either end of the production stream. India will export bauxite 
and import alumina. In the case of steel, India will import sponge 
iron for feeding it-into electric furnaces for making steel. With its 
huge resources of natural gas and oil, Indonesia has been identified 
„as a likely location for an alumina plant to start with, but a sponge 
iron plant is also on the cards. Iron ore pellets will be exported to 
Indonesia from Iron ore mines on the east coast, possibly Bailadila, 
for which a pelletization plant is under consideration. 


Pulling Out 


A FTER sixty years of revolution and industrial growth, Soviet 
AP Russia continues to buy technology from the West. Several 
European and Japanese contractors have signed agreements with 
Moscow for the supply of two heavy industrial plants over the next 
few years. The Mannesman-Demag Meer group of West Germany 
has received an order for a Rs 184-crore steel pipe plant which 
Mannesman is expected to split with the French Steel and nuclear- 
technology group, Creusot-Loire. Moscow is also placing an order 
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Business International 


for a Rs 56-crore tyre manufact uring plant to be supplied by Mit, EE 
bishi Heavy Industries of Tokyo. The plant, to be ready by 198 

will manufacture heavy-duty tyres for bulldozers and tractors e 

Meanwhile, Mansfield Tire and Rubber Company, a US t 

manufacturer that has not been doing too well lately, is pulling oui 

India and is selling its 20 per cent interest in Madras Ruble 
Factory in Madras for about Rs 1 crore. The Madras company a 
also not doing well for some time but has now recovered. Its Rs | 
equity share is quoted around Rs 20. Mansfield Tire is apparen | 
following in the footsteps of Kaiser Aluminium which is also EU. 
its interest in Hindustan Aluminium, a Birla group company. "8 


Engineers In Japan 


HE main factor behind the success of Japanese industry is the” 

effort put into high quality and reliability and the close coopera. 
tion between engineers and marketing men. Japan regards techno. 
logy as the foundation of its prosperity and considers its engineers as 
its most precious industrial asset. According to a recent survey 
engineers hold 67 per cent of board seats in the major Japanese 
manufacturing firms. In some high technology areas like electronics 
and chemicals, all board members are engineers. 

This emphasis is also reflected in the Government. In the 
Ministry of Science and Technology, one third of the top officials are 
engineers and in the Agency for Industrial Science and Technology 
(which has no counterpart in India) only one of the top officials js. Bure: 
not an engineer. whicl 

Over half of Japan’s 601 universities are dedicated to science Parts 
and technology and 38 per cent of all graduates passing out in 1977 hasn 
were engineers. Last year two new universities, devoted entirely Print 
"to producing the best possible quality of engineers for industry” Ср! 
were opened. the o 
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ENRY Ford II, chairman of Ford Motor Company, is retiring 

next month in a blaze of financial glory. Along with two other 
top executives at Ford, he has crossed the Rs 80 lakh mark in salary 
and other benefits making him the highest paid auto executive in the 
US, and probably the world. | 

Ford's income as his company's chairman and chief executive 
officer in 1977 was Rs 80,90,680. The company president, Phil the c 
Caldwell, earned more than his boss (Rs 83,21,024) while апо 
official, Edward Lundy, also joined the Millionaires Club. Generi 
Motors, the largest company in the US, paid its chairman, William. p 
Murphy, Rs 78,00,000 although GM outstripped Ford in sales 81 
well as profits. | 


Henry Ford II —rich pay packet 
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ing oul q . : Petroleum Minister Hemwati Nandan Bahuguna is planning 

— to take Bombay Gas all the way to Lucknow, his home town and 

ign. T political base, and has turned down Gujarat Government's request 

apparently to have a slice of the gas-based petrochemical empire. Bahuguna's 

a Selling argument is that Gujarat already has a petrochemical complex 


at Baroda but Morarji Desai’s home state is not prepared to take 
no’ for an answer. Bahuguna’s men in Delhi say that Maharashtra 


has a stronger claim on Bombay High than Gujarat which can 

always fall back upon its onshore dry gas fields in the Tapi basin. S 
Gujarat Chief Minister, Babubhai Patel, is so miffed at Bahuguna’s : 
attitude that he refused to attend the inauguration of the Baroda : 

complex by the prime minister in March. 
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CBI Probe Bhel-Siemens 
officials are 


Technology The Bhel-Siemens tie-up is now in the hands of the Central 
officials is Bureau of Investigation (CBI), not the collaboration proposal itself 

which the Cabinet is looking into, but the disclosure by Communist 
| to science Party of India-Marxist member of Parliament P. Ramamurthi who 
out in 1977 has mounted a one-man campaign against it. CBI inspectors raided a 
ed entirely Printing press in Madras last month and took away bits of manus- 
Г industry" cript and galleys. Apparently, the Ramamurthi version differs from 
the original in many respects, but the Industry Ministry is so secre- 
tive about the deal that even the official Janata Party Committee 
headed by Sunder Singh Bhandari has not been able to get hold of 
a copy. CBI suspects that Bharat Heavy Electricals officials were 
involved in passing the information to Ramamurthi. 
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f executive The additional power generating capacity ‘really’ added to 
lent, РЫ; the country’s power system is only 1,522,000 kilowatt and not 
Ta a f 3,022,000 kilov att ording to power engineers in the know. 
ile anotht! 2-444, owatt, according to p eng 1 

ib. Gener, "ower from eight plants with a total capacity of 1,500,000 kilowatt 
in, William. 2-1 be available only nine months from now as the plants are now 
in sales a ОП “barring gear”, which is one stage before ‘rolling them and 
putting them on actual power production. This stage, which is 
quite crucial, takes anything between nine to 12 months and makes 
all the difference between installing a plant and extracting power 
from it. Government’s own power engineers are saying that the 
Energy Ministry is involved in a fiddle and is merely inflating 
figures to impress Parliament. Incidentally, all the eight plants 
included in the ministry’s claim are located outside West Bengal. 


Master’s Voice ? 


CBS Records, a subsidiary of Columbia Broadcasting (CBS) 
= of New York, is planning a joint venture in India for manufacture 
_ and export of gramophone records and pre-recorded tapes. The 
| proposal, if it goes through, involves the setting up of manufactu- 
| ring facilities in Bombay in collaboration with a non-resident Indian 
| from London who will hold 60 per cent of the authorized capital 
1 
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of Rs 60 lakh. The balance will be held by CBS in exchange for 
the supply of complete plant and equipment. The new venture 
will have a capacity of 640,000 gramophone records and 150,000 
pre-recorded tapes. 

There are three record manufacturing companies in India 
including two foreign companies, HMV (a subsidiary of EMI) 
and Polydor. The only Indian company in the field is Indian Record 
Manufacturing Company Limited (IRMCL) which has been 
trying to get CBS franchise in this country. But will now be left 
out in the cold, 


Birla Turns To Leyland 


Birla-owned Hindustan Motors is negotiating with British 
Leyland of UK for technical collaboration to replace its outdated 
Ambassador model. Hindustan Motors is aiming at a lighter, 
cheaper car with improved fuel economy and reduction of its 
present use of heavy steel auto components. The company began - 
operations in 1954 with a tie-up with British Motor Corporation 
which was the manufacturer’s name before its merger with Leyland 
and its more recent nationalization by the Labour Government. 
British Leyland, now known as BL Limited, is fully owned by the 
British Government and has been passing from crisis to crisis 
ever since the takeover. It has an Indian subsidiary, Ashok Leyland, 
which is doing quite well and has just announced an ambitious 
expansion programme. But Ashok Leyland makes trucks, not cars. 


Rolls-Royce’s Tank Deal 


Rolls-Royce of UK is discussing a proposal with the Defence 
Ministry for setting up design and manufacturing facility in India. 
to produce high-power engines for tanks, and eventually, civil 
aircraft. Rolls-Royce engines have been fitted to the latest series - 
of Chieftain tanks that were originally destined for Iran I 
likely to be purchased by India at a discounted price w ul 
be as low as Rs 40 lakh per tank. Iran had agreed to buy 1,300 tanks ~ 
for Rs 1,170 crore but the order was cancelled in Februa ore | 
the revolution. New Delhi is interested in the deal prov 
Royce, which is wholly owned by the British Go 
willing to use some of the money to set up shop. 
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If you're travelling by air, call us. For information about our | 
flights to 26 international destinations, or flights on any other airline. 
We're just glad to help. We'll work out the best routes for you, 
check your schedules, and help you on your way across the world. 
Travel with us and you'll see how much trouble we go to, to make sure 
your journey is trouble-free. We're only a telephone call away, 
so why not call us—or your nearest Travel Agent? 


Taj Mahal Hotel, Bombay. Tel: 294462 or 297755 Ext. 3215 
Janpath Hotel, New Delhi. Tel: 388495 or 383961 Ext. 2 
Contact your nearest Travel Agent or any Air-India Office (GSA for India) 
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Economy & Industry 


NATIONALIZATION 


Confusion Prevails 


skilful politician is one who can stand 
A: and rock the boat and make you 
believe he is the only one who can save 
you from the storm. Mrs Gandhi was such a 
politician and so apparently—and sur- 
prisingly—is Industry Minister George 
Fernandes. But if the wages of sin is death, 
the wages of populism is chaos, as happened 
in the case of the former prime minister who 
was the first casualty of the storm she 
created. ; 
The George-Biju axis, forged in the wake 
of the Chikmagalur disaster for the Janata 
Party, has blossomed into what is referred to 
in some ruling party circles as ‘Fernandes 
and Patnaik Pvt Ltd Co’. “I don’t know 
what keeps these two gentlemen together,” 
says a pipe-smoking member of the 
party’s nine-member committee on big busi- 
ness houses. “They have very little in common 
except overweening ambition.” : 
; The George-Biju combine was literally 
on the carpet last month when at a stormy 
meeting of the committee, Fernandes is said 
| їо have pleaded for more time to justify his 


4 plea for the takeover of large business houses 


D 


The industry minister is apparently under 
attack from a number of quarters. His propo- 
sal for a long-term tie-up between Bharat 
Heavy Electricals (Bhel) and Siemens 
of Germany is also embroiled in party politics 
and is being looked into by three different 
bodies, namely, a cabinet subcommittee 
consisting of Morarji Desai and H.M. Patel; а 
party committee headed by Sunder Singh 
Bhandari: and the Rajya Sabha, which will 


BIG BUSINESS HOUSES 


ASSETS (Rs. thousand crore ) 


soon take up a motion tabled by CPI-M 
member of Parliament, P. Ramamurthy and 
others. 

Initial Stratagem: The anti-big business 
lobby in the Government has a long history 
going back to Mrs Gandhi's salad days in 
1967 when big businessmen—working mainly 
through the Swatantra Party—made a con- 
certed attempt to dislodge big politicians 
(mainly Congressmen) from power and 
nearly succeeded in doing so in most of the 
northern states. 

The anti-business lobby was carefully 
put together by P.N. Haksar and R.C. Dutt 
with men like M. Kumaramangalam bringing 
up the rear. Since the front required intellec- 
tual respectability, economists R.K. Hazari 
H.K. Paranjape were roped in from con- 
venient government-financed institutions 
like the Indian Institute of Public Adminis- 
tration. and they dutifully prepared reports 
criticizing the rapid growth of big business 
houseslike Birlas. Chandra Shekhar, who was 
at that time a Congress backbencher—afte: 
a short spell as a socialist —was a leading mar; 
behind the scenes. He too had his dutifui 
economists in tow, some of whom have now 
jumped over the fence to join the Janata 
bandwagon. 

However, while P. N. Haksar and 
Kumaramangalam went on to bigger things 
and the economists got their crumbs, Birlas 
themselves got off scot-free. They knew right 
from the start that the whole exercise was only 
a public relations gimmick designed to 
create a favourable radical image for Mrs 


'G.D. Birla. 


Gandhi and her minions and Would leaye | 
them untouched. A committee of inqui 
headed by a Supreme Court judge was duly 
appointed but nothing came of it. By th 
tıme the Emergency was imposed, Hake 
was in the doghouse, Kumaramangalam via M 
dead and Chandra Shekhar who had done so r 
much for Mrs Gandhi's radical image Was 
unceremoniously bundled off to Tihar Jail 

And the person nearest to Mrs Gandhi was 10 

other than industrialist Krishna Kumar Birla. | 
son of the godfather of Indian big-business, d 


Surprising: Against this messy back. | 


ground, it is not clear why George Fernandes asse 
should have disinterred the roiti corpse ofa cror 
dead horse, unless he too Was advised 

possibly by the same clique of intellectuals, Bete 
to refurbish his image å la tadira Gandhi. pe 
The facts. if anything. are against him. The 1988 
big houses’ “vere Digger but so has Was 
everything cis thu xt are wowing much | for « 
slower thaí iie p^, sector, or even the agal 
sndustriai sect Hus a whole. 

Between: 1963 and 1971, a period of a 
vapid industrial expansion, the top 25 xs 
business groups doubled their assets from A 
Rs 1,820 crore in 1963 to Rs 3,680 crore in - 

: : : : year 

1971. During this period, the corresponding Rs8 

assests of the public sector shot up nearly agai 

three-fold from Rs 1,600 crore to Rs 4,690 Boat 

crore. Between 1972 and 1976, the latest the I 

years for which figures are available, the than 
same big houses (see chart) increased their 

assets by 61 per cent (from Rs 3,398 crore to the ] 

Rs 5,476 crore) while the public sector note 
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assets grew by 132 per cent (from Rs 5,606 
crore to Rs 13,044 crore). 

Thus, while the public sector expanded 
I. ves as fast as its private counterpart 
between 1963 and 1971, it grew 2.2 times 
faster during 1972 and 1976. The net result 
was ihat by 1976 the public sector accounted 
for 43 per cent of total assets in industry as 
against its share of only 32 per cent in 1972. 

In terms of turnover also, the public 
sector has gained steadily on the 25 big 
houses. In 1972, the turnover of the public 
sector was Rs 3,325 crore against Rs 3,870 
crore in respect of the 25 big houses. Four 
years later in 1976, the position was reversed: 
Rs 8,050 crore in the case of the public sector 
against Rs 7,065 crore of 25 big houses. The 
boot is now actually on the other foot and it is 
the Big Babudom that is swelling—and more 
than twice as fast as Big Business. 

Political: Dr Raj Krishna, a member of 
the Planning Commission who submitted a 
note to the committee, seems to have realized 
this but the compulsion of cosmetic image- 
making is apparently irresistible. Actually the 
question of how to deal with concentrations 
of economic power, whether in the hands of 
the state or the private sector, is a political 
rather than economic issue, since it is 
nobody’s case that Birlas and Tatas ought to 
be curbed because they are inefficient. 

Economists are competent to deal only 
with questions of economic efficiency and 
utilization of resources. No wonder that the 
only concrete suggestion made by Raj 
Krishna is so outlandish that one is amazed it 
was made at all. He has suggested that as 
soon as a business group has reached the 
Stupendous—to Raj Krishna and others— 
figure of Rs 100 crore in assets, the sur- 
plus funds should be placed in bank deposits 
“which then can be recycled to both the 
Private and public sectors”, whatever that 
means. The assumption is that the assets of a 
company are stored safely away at the end of 


the year, every bundle of notes counted 
twice! 
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As things are, the nine-member 
committee is impressed neither with 
the economists nor with George Fernandes 


^ and is unlikely to oblige them. Biju Patnaik 


seems to have realized this, for he told a re- 
porter of the Business Standardin Bhubanesh- 


war that “he never pleaded for nationaliza- | 


tion of Tisco”, but all he wanted was that the 
Government should decide whether to give 
away Rs 400 crore straightaway to Tatas for 
modernization or “the same amount of 
money should be spent through the public 
sector". What he meant, but did not say so, 
was that Tisco should be nationalized 
before giving the undertaking the money 
for modernization, but he is now obviously 
backsliding. 

Patnaik also said that the Government's 
stake in the equity of Tisco was 45 per cent 
against Tatas' four per cent. If so, it would be 
wrong to bracket Tisco along with other 
companies in the Tata group and lump all 
assets together, since the assets are not all 
owned by Tatas. Either a company belongs 
to Tatas or it does not. If the companies not 
owned by Tatas—or Birlas—are excluded, it 
is doubtful whether the assets of Tatas or 
Birlas, or any other business group, can add 
up to the figures computed by the Govern- 
ment. There should actually be two lists for 
each group: companies with majority or 
substantial group interest and those only 
managed by the group. If only the first 
category of companies is taken into account 
Tatas are probably worth around Rs 150—200 
crore which is nowhere near the Rs 1,000- 
crore mark they are supposed to be. 

Wrong Thinking: And since it is manage- 
ment rather than ownership that is at issue, 
let the shareholders decide who should 
manage the company for them, J.R.D. Tata 
or G.D. Birla, or some faceless bureaucrat in 
the Industry Ministry and his political 
bosses. George Fernandes, as a socialist, 
should be the last person to object if the 


SUED 
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voting is done on one-shareholder-one-vote 
basis unless, like all capitalists, he too thinks 
that a man with a hundred-rupee stake is 
worth 10 times as much as a man with a ten- 
rupee stake. He would not be much of a 
socialist if he does. 

Actually, if the Government is really 
serious about economic democracy, it should 
open up the public sector for public parti- 
cipation by offering a portion of the equity 
for sale to the public. The manifesto of the 
party calls for action against concentration of 
power in the hands of the state as well as 
private business. If workers can participate in 
the management of a public undertaking — 
though few do—there is no reason why the 
man in the street cannot, since he is the 
ultimate owner of the public sector. And 
when the equity is distributed among the 
public, let the mew shareholders decide 
whether, for instance, they want the ailing 
Steel Authority of India to be run by 
Patnaik’s men in the Steel Ministry or by 
Tatas’ men in Tisco. The outcome of such a 
poll could be devastating. 

There are at least three members of the 
committee who are thinking on these lines. 
The committee has five members from 
Congress (O) and Bharatiya Lok Dal (Hegde, 
Asoka Mehta, H.M. Patel, Viren Shah and 
S.N. Mishra), two are socialists (George 
Fernandes and Surendra Mohan), oneis from 
Jan Sangh (Bhai Mahavir) and one from 
Chandra Shekhar group (Krishan Kant). 
Only two (including himself) are supporting 
George Fernandes, and Krishan Kant is 
apparently sitting on the fence—he clashed 
with Fernandes in the other committee 
(Bhel-Siemens tie-up). 

The division at the moment is six to 
three but in the Janata parliamentary party 
itself, it may be nearer 10 to one. As of now, 
therefore, George Fernandes and his friends 
are fighting a losing battle. 

—JAY DUBASHI 
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Overcrowding in railways—a raw deal for travellers 


RAILWAYS 


i Li 
А ADHUKAR Sawant lives in Dombivli, 
VI a suburb of Bombay, and catches the 
8.10 special to his office in Crawford Market 
every day. Fifteen years ago when he started, 
his Central Railway train was punctual and 
Sawant could nearly always manage to get 
a corner seat for himself, even on Mondays 
when the rush was heaviest. Not any more. 
The train is unpunctual as well as crowded 
and Sawant has become the most reluctant 
commuter of Dombivli. 

Ever since Independence, railway pass- 
engers in India, particularly short-distance 
travellers, have been at the receiving end. 
Railways consider themselves essentially as 
a bulk carrier of goods and look upon 
passengers as a social liability and have 
consistently squeezed and downgraded them. 
This is clear from the niggardly increase in 
seating capacity compared to the number of 
passengers. According to M. B. Lal, a former 
member of the Railway Board, the seating 
capacity has increased by 113 per cent since 
1931 while the number of passengers has 
gone up by 173 per cent. 

What is worse, says Lal, echoing Madhu- 
kar Sawant and others, is that the railway 
administration has become elitist in its 
approach and fusses over the so-called long- 
distance travellers. who constitute a small 
fraction of the passenger traffic— probably 
not more than five per cent of the annual 
3,500 million rail commuters. More than 
half the passengers (55 per cent) travel short 
distances, about 20km per passenger. 
The average trip of the remaining 45 per 
cent is just over 80 km. 

Short-Sighted: The Rajdhanis and the 
| air-conditioned expresses cater to a tiny 


| 
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Wrong Track 


proportion of the traffic, most of which 
originates outside the four. metropolitan 
cities. It is easier to get a reservation on a 
Rajdhani between Delhi and Bombay than, 
say, between Baroda and Bombay, although 
the traffic between Baroda and Bombay is 
much heavier than that between Delhi and 
Bombay. 

In 1960, the railways handled nearly 60 
per cent of the passenger traffic. Today they 
carry about 35 per cent of the total estimated 
traffic of around 10,000 million passengers. 
By the end of the century, the proportion 
may be brought down to 30 per cent, leaving 
the roadways to carry the remaining 70 per 
cent, a vast proportion that may take our 
oil import bill to 60 per cent of all exports. 
Actually, the proportion should be reverse: 
70 per cent by railways and the balance by 
roadways. In the metropolitan areas of 
Tokyo and Paris, the railways carry more 
than three-quarters of the commuter load, 
for the simple reason that it is six times more 
efficient—in terms of oil consumption—to 
carry a passenger by rail than by bus and 30 
times by private car. 

Indian railways make much of the 
fact that they are the only profit making 
railways in the world. They should be, since 
they carry passengers as if they were cattle, 
and cattle are often better looked after by 
them than humans. The fact is that the 
railways do not think they are a part of the 
mass transit system and have done little 
over the years to develop their mass transit 
capacity. 

Slow Growth: The route mileage of 
Indian railways has grown very little since 
1873—a century ago—when the present rail- 


` Corporation of India (ECIL). With its lack- 


way network was completed by the British. 
Since Independence, only another 5 ,000 
have been added to the 55,000km 
that the British left behind. This works out at 
less than 200 km per year, not much to 
write home about. The basic structure of 
the railways has also remained unchanged 
for over a century during which period the 
human and industrial landscape has under- 
gone vast changes. The population itself, 
let alone anything else, has trebled. н 

But the railways behave as if they had 
no other obligation except to carry coal 
and grain and limestone while the hapless 
Sawant and others have a trying time getting 
to office and back every day and take it out 
on the railways by burning them down every 
few months. And the railway authorities 
wonder why they have such a big com- 
munication gap with their customers. 


COMPUTERS 


Filing The Vacuum 


HEN it comes to computers, every 
silver lining has apparently a cloud 
tagged on to it. It is now nearly two years 
since IBM was asked to pull out of 
the country but the vacuum left by the 
giant multinational has not yet been filled. 
The majority of IBM's former employees 
have joined the two firms formed out of the 
IBM rump—Computer Maintenance Cor- 
poration (CMC) and International Data 
Management (IDM). CMC is apparently 
having more than teething troubles and has 
not yet settled down. IDM is busy with bread- 
and-butter matters—punch card manufac- 
turing and computer services—and it will 
be some time before it ventures, if it does 
so at all, into IBM's main business -assem- 
bling and leasing of computers. 
With IBM's departure, there are only 
two computer manufacturers left in the 
country—Britain’s International Com- 
puters (ICL) and India’s own Electronics 


lustre marketing, ICL was never able to 
compete with IBM but now that the latter 
$s out of the way, the British plodder may 
show some gumption and push ahead, but, 
on the face of it, this seems unlikely. Inciden- 
tally, the company is waiting to go Indian 
under the Foreign Exchange Regulation 
Act (FERA), after which perhaps things 
may improve. 
ЕСП, is one of those rarities, a govern- - 
ment undertaking that has done really well, 
with a vast range of electronic goods from 
TV sets to oscilloscopes and aircraft instru- 
ments but its sorties into the computer field 
have been none too successful. It has con 
trated on “minis” which it sells at “maxi 
prices: its TDC-316 costs a staggeri d 

Rs 25 lakh for a basic system while a 
machine from a US company might 
less than Rs 2 lakh. EE 
New Firms: This leaves the | 
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revolutionize the computer industry in India. 
According to an expert, while Indian compu- 
ter usage and hardware is typically 10 years 
behind Europe, Indian companies are no 
more than a year or two behind their Euro- 
pean counterparts in the area of business 
systems built around microprocessors. Two 
companies lead the micro field — DCM Data 
Products, a unit of Delhi Cloth Mills, and 
/ a small company called Hindustan Compu- 

ters. Between them they have a turnover of 

around Rs 12-15 crore, a substantial amount, 
| considering that they began their marketing 
! operations just over a year ago. 

DCM Data Products entered the elec- 
tronics field in 1972 with desk-top electronic 
calculators but quickly expanded its research 
and development department to have a go 
at the micro field, then an unknown quantity. 
The company markets two series of micro- 

processor-based machines—Spectrum, an 
eight-bit processor with memory up to 32k 
bytes, and Galaxy, a 16-bit processor with 
floppy disk and cassette tape drives. The 
company has sold 101 units in its very first 
year and employs 550 people, including 76 
on research and development. Last month 
it received from the Federation of Indian 
Chambers of Commerce and Industry 
(FICCI) the award for research in science 
and technology. Imports account for only 
12 to 15 per cent of the cost of the machine. 
Large Field: Hindustan Computers, a 
slightly smaller outfit, employs 400 people 
including about 50 on research and develop- 
ment and has developed, besides the usual 
range of microprocessor-based systems, a 
considerable body of system software. The 
company was master-minded by a young 
group of technocrats who first cut their 
teeth in the DCM organization and went on, 
in the fashion of computer companies all 
over the world, to set up their own outfit. 
According to Vinay Bharat Ram, execu- 


tive director of DCM Data Products, data 
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ess system —a vast scope 
processing devices have considerable scope 
in India. The relatively low cost of the pro- 
cessor systems—around Rs 7 lakh for the 
Galaxy range— brings it within the pockets 
of medium-sized business firms with sales 
turnover of around Rs 2 crore a year. The 
machines аге used by all sorts of people, 
from garment exporters who wish to keep 
close tabs on costs and prices—‘“‘a few paise 
this side or that can make a hole in your 
pocket" —to iron-ore exporters whose inven- 
tories cover over 10,000 items. The only 
snag, according to Ram, is the Government's 
policy which has been hanging fire for the 
last seven years. “Let them make up their 
mind one way or the other," he says, “but 
this suspense is killing." 

—DIPA JAYWANT 


THE MARKETS 


On The Brink 


Was it a flash in the pan? INDIA TODAY 
had asked last month when The Economic 
Times index had just scaled a fresh peak 
of 184.4 on March 1, a rise of seven points 
from the pre-budget level of 177. Apparently 
it was not for the index has been rising ever 
since and on April 10, it crossed the sound 
barrier of 200 which many thought it 
wouldn’t until the end of the year, if at all. 
The rise of 23 points or 14 per cent in 40 days 
is extraordinary, to say the least, particularly 
when seen against the background of the 
worsening situation on the industrial front. 
History will record—if it does record such 
things at all—that the index touched 200 on 
the very day all business including industry 
came to a dead halt in Calcutta in the wake 
of yet another power crisis in that melancholy 
state. 

Marketmen think that the stock market 
is on to a good thing and the apparent lull 
after scaling 200 is only a lull before the 
storm. It is true that there are not too many 
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High 


ACTIVE STOCKS 


Low 


1979 


335.00 
171.50 
153.00 
33.75 
761.50 
121.25 
27.00 
26.00 
20.25 
558.00 
80.00 
38.25 
350.00 
262.55 
39.00 
31.50 
57.50 
67.00 
46.25 
29.00 
113.25 
370.00 
175.00 


14.00 


270.00 
137.00 
114.00 
25.75 
622.00 
97.00 
22.00 
20.00 
16.75 
458.00 
57.50 
30.50 
267.00 
225.00 
34.25 
21.75 
44.00 
47.00 
40.75 
22.00 
95.25 
245.00 
129.00 


30.50 
27.50 
13.50 
39.00 
23.20 
22.15 
23.50 
22.85 
22.40 
20.90 
19.45 
43.90 
13.44 
DAS 
22.37 
17.50 
19.40 
19.40 
25.60 
19,90 


11.75 

7.56 
36.16 
42.37 

9.00 
20.28 

6.19 
13.50 
21.00 
14.50 
15.75 


15.75 
19.25 
46.50 
31.25 
10.20 

7.50 
10.20 


276.00 212.00 


9.05 
137.00 
13.00 


7.00 
82.00 
9.80 


BOMBAY 


Ahmedabad Advance 
Associated Cement 
Bombay Dycing 
Cadbury 

Century Rayon 
Dawn Mills 

Garware Nylon 
Goetze 

Greaves Lombardini 
Gujarat Fertiliser 
Hindustan Dorr-Oliver 
Hindustan Lever 
Indian Rayon 
Kirloskar Cummins 
Larsen & Toubro 
Mahindra & Mahindra 
Nirlon Synthetics 
Premier Automobiles 
Siemens India 

Tata Chemicals 

Tata Steel 

Telco 

Voltas 


CALCUTTA 


Ballarpur Industries 
Bata India 

Brooke Bond 
Chloride India 
Dunlop India 

Guest Keen Williams 
Hindustan Aluminium 
Indian Aluminium 
Indian Cable 

Indian Explosives 
ITC 

J.K.Synthetics 

Metal Box 

Philips India 
Remington Rand 
Shaw Wallace 

Straw Products 
Texmaco 

Union Carbide 

Usha Martin Black 


DELHI 


Bharat Gears 
Bharat Steel Tubes 
Delhi Cloth Mills 
Escorts 

Hindustan Motors 
Modi Spinning 
Mohan Meakin 
Punjab Anand Batteries 
Ranbaxy 

Sriram Fibres 
Swadeshi Polytex 


MADRAS 


Ashok Leyland 

Best & Crompton 
Binny 

Consolidated Coffee 
Madura Coats — 
Mangalore Chemicals 
Mettur Chemicals 
S. I. Viscose 

SPIC 

Textool 

United Breweries 
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good scrips in the market as a result of the 


S finance minister's withdrawal of the capital 
gains tax relief, and since more investors 
Ch than usual are crowding the floor after 
developing a taste for the market following 
oe fon, the Foreign Exchange Regulation Act 
5.79 nigh, (FERA) issues, the sky is the limit for what- 
ever blue chips are available. If the finance 
17.50 45,4 minister relents and the relief is restored, 
65.00 A the punters who are holding back will be 
220 140; tempted to unload their stuff and bring 
ae 2M prices down. Af he doesn't, and chances 
15.00 Ns are that he will not, the bulls will be back 
26.00 4i in their pens and another upward Swing is 
2600 25 on the cards. 
Ий -0.5 However, whatever the short-term pros- 
7000 09 pects, there are signs that the market has 
32.75 on reached the top and may be in for a big 
50.00 14.09 fall, especially if the overall price situation 
50.00 1 gets out of hand. The theory that inflation 
i O75” is good for the stock market was knocked 
56.00 18 off long ago, though inflation in small doses 
61.00 -L0 may not be harmful. The rosy flush on the 
46.00 025 face of the market reflects the high perfor- 
29.00 275 mance of the corporate sector during a 
ШШ n period of zero inflation. Prices have already 
68.00 22.09 zone up by about three per cent since the 
udget levies were announced. Prices of 
$ 1051 industrial raw materials—steel and 
js E -Chemicals among others—have also gone 
RD om up and this is bound to affect profits. On 
16.70 -9% the other hand, there is also the other side: 
13.75 0.15 investment has picked up which means 
25.65 -1.35 demand is bullish. 
26.10 0.15 
34.40 4.80 
27.40 -0.30 
s% т» | ECONOMIC TRENDS 
25.80 175 
52.80 30 Change 
18.12 0.87. on 
32.00 0.10 Latest Last 
D B. Month 
2730 4% | PRICES 
24.37 nl. | Wholesale Index, Mar 10 
29.30 00 | (1970-71 —100) 188.1 2.8 pc 
5300000. | Cereals 1566 0.1рс 
Sugar 138.8 4.3 pc 
| Edible Oils 153.5 2.7 pc 
[5.00 03) Cigarettes, Bidis 209.9 10.9 pc 
3.31 С Drugs & Medicines — 133.8 -2.8 pc 
02 03. | Gold, standard, Apr 6 
11.95 -0.0 (Rs per 10 gm) 951.00 37.00 
27.12 0 | Silver, Apr 6 
150 02. | (Rs per kg) 1655.00 —100.00 
500 -0/5 | SHARES 
18.25 x | | RBI Index, Mar 31 
1.00 -0® | (1970-71 = 100) 146.1 6.3 pe 
Aluminium 74.9 10.5 pe 
Cement 155.0 10.0 pe 
| Shipping 116.1 15.3 pc 
925 09. 
625 0 MONEY 
51.00 1 Money Supply, Mar 23 1.5 pc 
34.25 = | Credit to Government 2.2 pe 
13.75 M. Credit to Commerce 1.2 pc 
TA 2015. | Bank Deposits—demand 0.5 pc 
75,00 m Bank Deposits—time 1.1 pe 
3.90 0% | Foreign Exchange Assets 3.2 pe 
34.00 E Call Money Rate Sho) fee са 
12.85 2 
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For investors who are not speculators, 
the best bet are scrips which are still quoted 
below or around par and which should pack 
a lot of power. There is, for instance, East 
Anglia Plastics, a never-do-well company 
that has been on the sick list for the last 
15 years or so and never paid a paisa 
in dividends. The company has now changed 
hands with Excel Industries of Bombay in 
control. The share is quoted around Rs 6 
but is worth much more and a flutter is 
indicated. Mangalore Fertilisers, just above 
par, has announced an ambitious expansion 
programme which is rather surprising, consi- 
dering that its plant went on stream only 
recently but which also shows that it is on 
to a good thing. 

Shipping shares have been in the dol- 
drums for the past two years but the depres- 
sion is apparently lifting and the market is 
looking up. Most shipping company shares 
are quoted very much below their worth, 


which is as good a reason as any for adding 
them to one’s portfolio. 


A couple of issues back, INDIA TODAY - 


indicated that a bonus issue from Hindustan 
Aluminium was on the cards. It also men- 
tioned Mahindra & Mahindra as another 
likely candidate in that department. There 
are quite a few scrips in the same happy 
situation, including one in Delhi, which is 
going for around Rs 50. Although they look 
over-priced, it is worth holding on to them, 
just in case. . 


Playing With Figures 


66 A RE you sure about the genuineness 
of the figures?" asked member of 
Parliament Purushottam Ganesh Mavalan- 
kar when Industry Minister George 
Fernandes was rattling off figures in the Lok 
Sabha last week in support of his contention 
that industry was doing pretty well under 
his leadership. ; 
Statistics, like boiled eggs, should alway. 
be taken with a pinch of salt, particularly 
when they come, as they often do in this 
country, from official agencies. They are 
not always wrong but they are not 100 per 
cent right either, for in skilled hands they 
can always be bent to suit one’s convenience. 
A case in point is the unbelievable 
accuracy with which Finance Ministry offi- 
cials tried to estimate the rise in prices 
following Charan Singh's budget at 0.95 per 
cent. Charan Singh, a seasoned politician, 
did not say anything at the time. Now that 
the wholesale price index has gone up by 


WORLD VALUE OF R 


Country Unit and TT Selling TT Buyin 
Currency — rates(Rs) rates(Rs) _ 
Australia ^ Аз$ 1 92136 91219 | 
Austria As Sch 100 598662 59.1596 | 
Bahrain Dinar 1 21.6890 21.3383 | 
Bangladesh Taka 100 55.483 55.4483 | 
Canada Can$ 1 7.2929 17.2258 | 
Egypt Евр £ 1 200748 20. 07] | 
France FrFrc 1 1.9231 1.8726 | - 
Hong Kong HK$ 1 1.60017 — 1.5953. 
Indonesia Rupiah 100 1.3062 1.2951 
Iran Rial 100 — 11.5660 10.9267 | 
Italy It Lira 100 0.9858 0.9764- 
Japan Jap Yen 100 3.8774 3.7566 
Kenya K. Shilling 1 1.1013 11013 | | 
Kuwait Dinar 1 30.0090 29.5209 | 
Malaysia MLS 1 3.7455 37061] | 
Mauritius Rupee 1 1.3626 1351 | . 
Nepal Rupe 1 0.6800 0.6745 | 
Netherlands D Gide 1 4.0516 4.0144 . 
Pakistan Rupee 1 0.8433 E 
Singapore Sing $ 1 3.7784 3.7386 | 
Spain Sp Pt 100 122717 12.1043 | 
SriLanka Rupee I 0.5425 0,5236 
Sweden Sw Kr 1 1.8971 18792 
Switzerland Sw Frc 1 4.8547 48073 
Tanzania Tn Shilling 1 1.0214 1.0214 
Thailand Baht 100 — 40.9214 400733 
UK £ 1 17.2295 . 17,0853 
USA. US$ 1 8.3700 8.2300 
UAE Dihram 1 2.1689 2.1338 
USSR Rouble 1 12.3435 12.3435 
W Germany DM 1 4.4843 4.2735 
Zambia Kwacha 1 NA NA 


These are the rates supplied by The Bank of Tokyo 
Ltd, New Delhi, and quoted on April 24, 1979 
(They are only indicative). 


more than three per cent, h Says. 
rise is not wholly due to 


he and his officials would have b 
first to pat themselves on thi 


the price effect of the budget i 


per cent sounds more in 
one per cent. 
Ridiculous: The worst o 
e respect are the national incom 
who compute income to t 
rupees. In a country of 
ridiculous. A man who sa 
national income in 1977-78 
lakh is either a statistic 


product (GNP) originates i 
is largely a matter of guess work. 
can be said is that India’s | 


> Rs 70,000 and Rs 80,000 crore a 
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Eat hearty | 


TANT 


Em. 


stay healthy! 


SS 

Use SAFFOLA —the kind-hearted cooking medium. 
Avoid ghee, butter and favourite dishes— without 

vanaspati  - running the risk of increasing 

Cooking mediums such as ghee, your cholesterol level. | 
butter and vanaspati аге rich in Children too will benefit | 
saturated fats which can resultin from SAFFOLA ; 
the body producing excessive Cholesterol accumulates right | 
amounts of cholesterol. ^ from childhood. Don't let your | 
Eventually, this can lead to children eat unwisely — make 

trouble. SAFFOLA the cooking medium 

Choose the cooking for the whole family. | 
medium highest in | 
polyunsaturated fats | 
Amongst all cooking mediums, Ghee | 
SAFFOLA contains the highest Butter fat | 
percentage of polyunsaturated Vanaspati | 
fats, which help to lower your Groundnut oil | 
20012510101 verre it for Mustard oil | | 
cooking, frying, baking and Sunflower oi | 
in salad dressing. Enjoy your Safflower ой: SAFFOLA | 
Start on Saffola before the doctor starts on you! 1 


The Bombay Oil Industries Pvt. Ltd., Каптоог House, 281-87, Narsi Natha Street, Bombay 400 009. 
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The Agfa Isoly-II takes perfect 
snapshots at close range. Set 
the aperture to f/8 to get just 
the right amount of light to 
the film. Set the shutter speed 
at 1/30 second, just fast 
enough to avoid camera 
shake. Shoot from a distance 
of 3 m. on slow film—125 
ASA—for greater sharpness. 
The result? A perfect close-up 
every time. 


The Agfa Isoly-II is a great 
all-round camera. You simply 
adjust settings, distance and 
film to freeze a sports scene 
forever, capture every detail, 
near or distant, ofa 
landscape or take a perfect 
picture in dim, soft light. 


The Agfa Isoly-II is built to 
German specifications and 
undergoes over 100 exacting 
tests. See this fine camera 


soon at your friendly Agfa 
dealer. 


Distributors: 

AGFA-GEVAERT INDIA LIMITED 
Branches: Bombay « New Delhi 

Calcutta • Madras 

(S) Registered Trademark of Agfa-Gevaert, 
Antwerp/Leverkusen. Manufacturers of 
Photographic Products. 


ISOLY-II. 


for professional results. 


E ETER F. Drucker, 69, Clarke Professor of Social Sciences at [е Claremont Graduate 
School in the US, is one of the big names in management today. When he visited India last 
year, no one could tell him what the Government's economy policy was. In strong contrast to 
| “=з Nehru’s belief in heavy industry, Prime Minister Morarji Desai 
preached to Drucker about the suitability of small industry 
and rural development. But this, says the author, is the same 
rhetoric, heard in many developing countries and one which led 
to Maoist China's disastrous “Great Leap Forward". Much as 
it pains the Government economist, it is the bicycle, transistor 
radio, gasoline pump and motor scooter rather than the spinning 
wheel that are “appropriate technology" for India. In this 
! article published by arrangement with the Asian Wall Street 
Journal Drucker discusses concepts of economic development 
and suitable technology for India. He also examines the appli- 
cability of two popular slogans in planning : “Small is Beautiful" 
and “the Bigger the Better". 


[4 [4 HE big mistake Gandhi made power—the distaff would destroy both. 
ы was to advocate the spinning No one in India could tell me what the 
И | wheel,” said опе influential economic policy of the Government is. The 
4. Indian government economist. “It’s much too only governmental actions are expansion of 
efficient. With the unemployment and un- already large government enterprises, un- 
deremployment we have in our villages the checked growth of an already obese bu- 
truly appropriate technology isthe hand-held геаџсгасу and more bureaucratic regula- 
/ spindle, the distaff.” Yet thisishardlyhowthe tions. The Cabinet cannot agree on anything 
ИС Indian villagers define “appropriate tech- and has no policy whatever. Substantial sums 
| nology” for themselves. are being allocated to “the villages" but 
| What struck me most when travelling without programme let alone goals. But 
for several weeks through rural India was there is a pervasive rhetoric of smallness and 
not the pervasive poverty or the palpable of antitechnology. 
unemployment; I had expected both. What India's Prime Minister, Morarji Desai, 
| Thad not expected, however, were the four or 84 years old but looking 55 (which he at- 
five brand-new bicycles standing outside tributes to his eating only raw mashed vege- 
|) every one of the miserable hovels—and not 
| ene of them chained or locked. There may 
_ still be more bullock carts in rural India than 
bicycles; there surely are still more bullock 
| carts than there are small tractors. But what 
powers India's “Green Revolution”, what 
has given the subcontinent a food surplus 
for'the first time in its thousands of years, is 
lot the digging stick or the wooden plough. 
|| It is the gasoline pump in the tubewell and 
| the irrigation ditch of an arid land. 

From every bullock cart, every camel 
cart, every pedicab and every howdah on the 
| back of an elephant there issues the strains of 

the transistor radio. And the most crowded 
stand in every one of the countless village 
| markets is the one that sells motor scooters 
` ` on the instalment plan. 

| Much as it pains the Indian Government 
economist and his boss the prime minister, the 
bicycle, transistor radio, gasoline pump and 
motor scooter—rather than the spinning 
wheel, let alone the distaff or the spinning 
whorl—are indeed the "appropriate techno- 
logy" for India and for most developing 
countries. They create jobs and purchasing 


^ 


i 


tables and drinking his own urine) preacheq 
to me “small is beautiful", “rural develop. 
ment" and "appropriate (that is, pre- 
industrial) technology”. It is this rhetoric that 


his economic adviser echoes when he coun- |. 


sels a return to the distaff. And pretty uch 
the same rhetoric can now be heard in man 
developing countries, for example in 
Indonesia or from the Islamic fundamenta. 
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Development Dilemma: 


listsNn Iran. It is very much the same rhetoric | 


that underlay the disastrous “Great Leap 
Forward” in Maoist China 15 years ago, With 


its emphasis on the “village” and on back. *^ 


yard steel furnaces. 

As a reaction to the delusion of “the 
bigger the better", which enthralled earlier 
Indian governments, especially Nehru 
Desar's emphasis on rural India is overdue. 
Earlier governments neglected the village, 
where 90 per cent of India's 550 million 
people still live. But “small is beautiful’ is 
just as much a delusion as “the bigger the 
better". What is "appropriate" is not what 
uses the most capital or the most labour, it 
is not what is "small" or "big", “pre- 
industrial" or a “scientific marvel". What is 
"appropriate" is quite simply what makes 
the economy's resources most productive. 
What is appropriate in a country of huge 
population and rapid population growth is 
what multiplies productive jobs. What is 
"development" in a country, which like 
India has sizeable resources of managerial 
and entrepreneurial skill and at the same 
time huge unfulfilled consumer needs is 
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whatever пеш рш power W. Rostow, later Presid 1 1 
Steel mills, those prestige investments policy advis DIU lent Johnson's foreign 
C. of the '60s into which earlier Indian govern- which th Ln wrote in the early '60s and 
ments poured very large chunks of the counted ку зш E 
country's scarce capital resources, are be- development x cd po that 
coming the white elephants of the late 770%, function of the si an automatic an direct 
Steel mills are "inappropriate technology” e size of capital investment. But 


ж for a country like India. They are highly т. n посв T aug 
velop. capital-intensive rather than labour-intensive defi Р рау there is aene 
5, pre- hey supply a commodity which is; г ne productivity as whatever uses the most 
ric that They supp y which 1s in ample labour—especially in the developing coun- 
a supply on the world market and available tries, with their h | jon. 
oun- everywhere at a low price. Above all they populations Tep PFSR eae 
2 EE create PEE AE no jobs beyond those in the But that too is incompetence. Producti 
ny mill itself. ityi л 
le 2f dm vity is whatever generates the highest overall 
fe But the rer ee industry - Passenger yield from an economy's те of capital 
"mo cars, motor bikes, trucks and tractors—is labour, physical resources and time. This will 
| ee probably the most efficient multiplier of jobs also give the largest number of jobs and the 
E er ош. ү. own plants Баје a fairly high maximum of purchasing Ey It will even 
20, Wi io of labour to capital, a i н CP IAE 
> |, rati p nd the industry produce the lowest possible inequality in the 


"d 
п back. ¥ generates about four to five secondary or 


distribution of incom i i 
tertiary jobs throughout the economy for ceu UT 


stage of economic development. And surely 


of “the everyone in the manufacturing plant. It poor countries cannot afford to support un- 
earlier creates jobs in road building and road productive people—that is people who 
Nehru, maintenance, in traffic control, in dealer- appear busy winding a few yards of cotton 
ku ships, service stations m repair jobs. Andit around a distaff. Rich countries may be able 
es m E purchasing power with RUE to keep unproductive people gain- 
I n hese jobs. Ў ully unemployed, but poor countries have no 
iful" is Similarly, making transistor radios and surplus to distribute. Р 
oe the 1 Hooves) the troubadours of “small is 
ot what C y eautiful” forget—as does s h of official 
1 > > | get—as o much of officia 
bour, it 6 What struck : me most Washington—that a healthy economy and 
, "pre- was not the pervasive: poverty society need both the large and the small. In- 
psc is or the palpable unemployment : ET rhe o ae шошу пераа in 
makes oth a developed and developing country. 
ductive. I had Exp ected both. What There can be no small manufacturer in a large 
Xf huge I had not expected were the  market—whether that of the US or of India— 
owth is four or five brand-new bicycles ^ unless there is a large assembler or a large 
Vhat is standing outside every one retailer, an IBM, a GM, a Sears Roebuck. It 
ch like is only in their products or their stores that 
agerial of the miserable hovels .9 the small man's output can reach the market. 
NC —————— But there would also be no GM except for the 
cedo bicycles requires both a large manufacturing existence of a multitude of small autonomous 


base and a large dealer system; and both  tool-and-die shops and a host of small parts 
multiply jobs and create purchasing power. suppliers, or local dealers, service stations 
And like the automotive industry, both and repair shops. 
create human capital, that is, skills accessible Pharmaceutical research requires big— 
to the unlearned. The same might Бе said for if not very big—enterprises. But pharma- 
| the manufacture of synthetic fertilizer or ceutical sales depend on some 200,000 drug 
pharmaceuticals or pesticides—all require stores and 200,000 physicians—each of ne- , 
big enterprises and national distribution and — cessity decentralized, and à indeed autono- 
Service (moreover these products, together mous. "Rural development" in India not only 
with the gasoline pump, underline the two means national marketing organizations for 
great successes of India since Independence: Village products and national credit and 
the rapid increase in food production and banking institutions. It means huge power 
the rapid decrease in infant mortality). stations. Above all—something the advocates 
Equally appropriate as a creator of pro- of "small is beautiful” always conveniently 
ductivity, jobs and purchasing power is the  overlook—it means centralized government 
cosmetics manufacturer, who may be quite bureaucracies, which surely could not be. 
small. I saw a highly efficient and highly called “small whetlier or not they deserve to 
Successful “multinational” cosmetics firm be called “beautiful”. > 
In Bangalore which, with 20 employees, pro- None of these arguments, I am afraid, 
duces five times as much foreign exchange made much impact on the Indian govern- 
Per rupee of investment or sales as any of the | ment economist nor I realized would they 


huge. state-owned Indian enterprises. have made much impact on his prime 
Indian спар minister. But once Indians have the bicycle, 


t The development decades of the '50s { 

and '60s ош capital investment. The the motor scooter, the transistor radio and the 

= best testament to this superstition is “The gasoline pumps, arg they really going to go 
Stages of Economic Growth”, which Walt back to the distaff? 
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Hotel : 
Oberoi Towers 


Marine Drive, Nariman Point, Bombay, India. 


For instant reservations contact : 


Oberoi Towers, Bombay. Oberoi Grand, Calcutta. 


Tel : 234343. Tel : 230181. 
Oberoi Inter.Continental, Madras Office. 
New Delhi. Tel : 88156. 


Tel : 699571. 


If voudon't 
look up 

when you enter, 
you will | 
nevernotice — — 
the change. 3 


The smiles. 
The spJendour. The ale 
The service. The food. 


Everything is just as 
exciting as it always was at = 
the Oberoi in Bombay. oT 


Except one thing. 
The name. 


We dre now Hotel 
Oberoi Towers, Bombay. 


Oberoi Hotels |, 
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CRICKET 


Patient 


N a muggy, cloudless day in Madras 
14 years ago, a mop-haired, 20-year- 
old boy playing in his first cricket 
Test came on to bowl against New Zealand 
Captain John Reid and veteran batsman 
Bert Sutcliffe. Sending down innocuous 


Surprise your 
relative or friend 
abroad with a 
gift subscription 
of 
INDIA TODAY 
Paid for in 
Indian rupees 


iption Rates floaters off a four-step run-up, the youngster, 

Annual ee much to everybody’s surprise—and very 
(SUE possibly his own—managed to unsettle the 

Rs.245 famed New Zealand batting duo. He finished 
that series with 21 wickets at 19 runs apiece— 

ABU DABL PATATO E: emerging as the most successful bowler on 
DUBS j either side. The boy was to have, over 


NESIA, IRAN, IRAQ, KUWAIT, 
QATAR, SINGAPORE, THAI- 
LAND г 


the next decade and а half, a more chequered 
Test career than any other contemporary 
Indian cricketer. 

Today a mature 34, Srinivas Venkatara- 
ghavan has a Test record that is hardly as 
imposing as his early performances would 
have led one to expect. He has been captain, 
reserve, discard and matchwinning off- 
spinner in turns; with yo-yo like regularity, 
his fortunes have fallen and risen. 

But all things considered, Venkatara- 
ghavan appears the best choice as captain for 
the forthcoming tour of England. With 
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the ageing Prasanna out of the runnin 
the off-spinner’s berth, Venkat for the fine | 
time in 14 years is an automatic choice m | 
the Test team. As a strictly neutral bystande 
2 : 2 ег 
in the All-India Cricket Board versus playe 
tussle he is acceptable to both camps. АШ 
purely as a leader, he has showed himself to | 
a cut above his two immediate predecessors. 
Gavaskar and Bedi. He master-minded South 
Zone's victory over North Zone in the 
Deodhar Trophy recently and undoubtedly | 
possesses one of the finest cricketing minds 
in the country. 

Competition: Perhaps the most impor. 
ant but under-rated quality necessary for 
à cricketer is perseverance—and Venkat | 
has plenty of it. Otherwise he would have 
quit the game a long time ago. Till 1970, 
Venkat had the unenviable task of competing | 
with the world’s number one off-spinner, | 
Prasanna, for the one vacant spot in the 
Indian team. 

The only time he could get a look-in 
was when. Prasanna was injured or the 
selectors felt that playing two specialist off- 
spinners (particularly on turning Indian 
wickets) was justified. When Pataudi was 
axed as Test captain in 1970, 25-year-old 
Venkat leap-frogged over several older and 
more experienced players to become vice- 
captain of the Indian team against the West 
Indies. 

Subsequently, however, he failed to hold | 
his place in the team and was sidelined for 
much of the time in the home series against 
England. He fought his way back, this time 
to the captaincy, in 1975 during the inaugural | 
Prudential World Cup in England. Indias. 
disastrous performance, which had little | 
to do with his captaincy, probably resulted" 
in his being sacked. | 

But Venkat has trudged along, accep- 
ting philosophically the rough with ш 
smooth. His patience has now paid off ane 
though critics are already predicting tha! 
Indian cricket’s enfant terrible, Sunil Gavas 
kar, will be back as captain against Ue 
Australians this winter, Venkat is unlikely t% 
get fazed. Е | 

A man of few words with a deep cricket | 
ing insight, Venkat has declined to make any 
predictions about India's chances 1 b 
World Cup or the Tests against England 
He, however, is the first to realize that a 
soft, dewy English wickets under а m% 
atmosphere, his batting technique agains 
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the moving ball will be severely teste?: 
will his ability as a leader of men, tWO ^. 
whom in the present team have captain? 
India in the last 12 months. ў 
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FARM WORKERS 
а look-in 
1 or the 
ialist off- 
> dn Bonded Labour, wherever it exists, will be 
audi was Я 
vear declared illegal. { 
a der ай 20-Point Economic Programme of the 
уте vice- шондан 
the West NE in every 20 agricultural workers 
in India is a bonded labourer, more 
а to hold than three and a half years after this 
lined for declaration was made to the orchestrated 
25 against fanfare of the Emergency and the enactment 
this 000 of the Bonded Labour System (Abolition) 
inaugural Act in 1976. Called by a plethora of local 
|. Indias names—padiyal (Tamil Nadu), jeetam 
ad littl; (Andhra Pradesh), sagri (Rajasthan) and 
‚ resulted’ Jagua (Madhya  Pradesh)—the bonded 
labourers are little more than commodities 
g, accep’ to their masters. They have lost their con- 
with the stitutional right to freedom to choose and 
d off and move to new jobs. 
(ing thal A joint survey of Bonded Labour publi- 
il Gavas- | shed recently by the Gandhi Peace Founda- 
ainst the tion and the National Labour Institute 
nlikely ® | paints a despairing and grim picture of their 
miserable condition. The report estimates 
cricket | that in eight states—Andhra Pradesh, Bihar, 


make any | Gujarat, Karnataka, Madhya Pradesh, 
; in the Rajasthan, Tamil Nadu and Uttar Pradesh— 
England | there are at least 2.17 million bonded 
that on labourers (see chart). This is about 6.1 
T той Per cent of the 37 million agricultural 
: againsa labourers in these states. In Orissa and 

so Maharashtra, the surveys are yet to be 
of Completed. The report estimates that the 
ined final tally may be 2.7 million. A preliminary 
E report by two social scientists, V. 


ested. 
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inhuman Bondage 


Sarma Marla of the Gandhi Peace Founda- 
tion and R. N. Maharaj of the National 
Labour Institute, states that the findings 
show the incidence of bonded labour to be 
higher than the Government estimate of 
4.2 per cent. When the proportion of bonded 
labourers to the total agricultural labour 
population in the country is calculated, 
the figure is around five per cent. 

Maximum: The incidence of bonded 
labour is the highest in Madhya Pradesh 
where 11.8 per cent of the agricultural 
workers are bonded. However, the populous 
Uttar Pradesh has the largest number— 
550,000. 

The survey has demarcated seven areas 
with a high incidence of bonded labour and 
it has identified 12 districts as “bonded 
labour districts —each with over 40,000 
labourers. 

Rural poverty with incomes below 
the subsistence level is at the root of the 
system. When a loan is taken, a man pledges 
himself or a member of his family against 
the loan. The one who is pledged has to 
work for the creditor for nominal wages 
until the creditor declares the loan repaid. 

Contrary to the commonly held belief 
that peasants and labourers borrow mainly 
for unproductive purposes, the survey shows 
that domestic expenditure is the most com- 
mon reason for taking loans. On an All- 
India level, 47.5 per cent stated that they 
obtained the loans to meet household ex- 
penses. In the case of the jeethas of Karnata- 


ka, 79.8 per cent of the instances of borrow- 
ing was for this reason. Marriage and other 
social obligations were given in only 33.7 
per cent of the cases. 
Caste Basis: The survey, also revealed . 
that 13 per cent of the labourers were in 
bondage because they belonged to a parti- 
cular caste or their family had a tradition of 
bondage to the family of the ‘master’. 
The survey explodes the myth that usurious 
rates of interest were responsible for bonded 
labour. According to the report, 45 per cent 
of the bonded labourers do not pay any 
interest. Only 11.6 per cent of them pay at the 
rate of more than 40 per cent. In fact, 
92.3 per cent in Tamil Nadu and 78 per cent 
in Madhya Pradesh do not pay any interest. _ 
Apparently, in most cases the value of their 
labour is pegged so low that they can barely 
pay back during their lifetime the paltry 
loans. The report says that 58.1 per cent of the 
bonded labourers were being held against 
loans of less than Rs 500, 19.9 per cent 
against loans between Rs 500 and 900 and 
21 per cent over Rs 900. 
The report also says that bonded women 
labourers are used for prostitution in the 
Jaunsar Bawar area of Uttar Pradesh. The 
women are Harijans belonging to the Kolta 
caste who are taken into bondage by 
Brahmins and Rajputs. They sent them to 
brothels in towns or set them up in their 
own villages and appropriate their earnings. 
No Hope: Most of the bonded labourers 
have despaired of any liberation. Sixty per 
cent of them feel that they have to work for 
an "indefinite period". They do not, says the 
report, “see any possibility of freeing them- 
selves from bondage except to wait with the 
faint hope that the master may some time 
reconsider their case and release them.” 
Ten per cent of the bonded labourers 
have been working for more than 10 years 
or since their childhood and 10 per cent for — 
more than 20 years. 
A shocking revelation of the survey is 
that 84 per cent of the bonded labourers 
belong to the Scheduled Castes and Tribes 
while only 11.6 per cent of them are caste 
Hindus. Of the ‘masters’, 84.2 per cent are 
caste Hindus. Says the report: “The pheno- 
menon of bondage can be identified where 
there is a distinct social encounter between — 
the landed high-caste Hindus and the poverty 
stricken Scheduled Castes and Tribes.” _ 
Mocking the democratic and egalitarian 
pretensions of the political leadership, Marla У 
and Maharaj conclude: “Two million bonded _ 
labourers is a considerable source of cheap: 
labour which is being expropriated by the — 
farmers and that contributes substantially: 
to the prosperity of the ruling rural elite. ... _ 
By releasing the bonded labourers the fr 
flow of cheap labour force will be di: 
connected and the agricultural 
go down and the prospe 
rich peasants will experience 
back.” : 
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Suspend 


[44 f NE of the cardinal principles 
| of trial is that it should start 

ч and conclude early," said Jus- 
tice Jaganmohan Reddy in his report on the 

inquiry into corruption charges against for- 
mer defence minister Bansi Lal, one of the 
feared minions of the Emergency. The 
Government should therefore take prompt 
action against anyone when a prima facie 
case is established, the judge suggested. 

It is seven months since the Reddy 
Commission report was submitted but the 
Government is still "considering" it. Like 
the report of the Shah Commission (INDIA 
TODAY, April 16-30), the findings of the other 
Commissions of Inquiry into the various 
aspects of the Emergency also seem to have 
been lost in the never-never land of the 
bureaucracy. 

In his report on Bansi Lal, submitted 
on September 29, 1978, Justice Reddy held 
him responsible for the purchase of 50 heavy 
recovery vehicles from the West German firm, 
MAN, with a view to helping Sanjay Gandhi. 

Favouritism : The report also says that 
Sanjay Gandhi was favoured by Bansi Lal 
with contracts to his notorious Maruti Ltd 
for building bus bodies for the Haryana 
Government. His involvement in the pur- 
chase of two Boeing aircraft for the Defence 
Ministry was also established. 

Justice Reddy had also inquired into 
the Nagarwala episode which had taken 
place, before the Emergency, in 1971. He 
had ruled out any foul play in the death of 
R. S. Nagarwala, a former defence official, 
who made the chief cashier of the State Bank 
of India's Parliament Street branch in Delhi 
take out Rs 60 lakh from its vaults and hand 
it over to him by imitating the voice of the 
then prime minister, Indira Gandhi. 

In his report Justice Reddy concluded 
that the Rs 60 lakh was taken out for “some 
secret use" and that unaccounted money was 


Reddy— disagreed with Desai 


Fw 


Bansi Lal—favoured Sanjay 


Sanjay Gandhi at Maruti factory 


kept in the bank. But he disagreed with 
Prime Minister Morarji Desai that a part of 
the money belonged to Mrs Gandhi. 

But Justice Reddy did find enough 
evidence to believe that Mrs Gandhi had not 
ensured proper investigation of the case and 
some officers in her secretariat had even tried 
to hamper it. Justice Reddy also criticized 
some senior doctors for not giving timely and 
proper treatment to-Nagarwala when he was 
admitted in the Irwin Hospital (now Lok- 
nayak Jayaprakash Narayan Hospital) with a. 
heart ailment. The report was submitted to 
the Government last October, but it has not 
yet decided whether to accept it or not, let 
alone take action on it. 

Worse: The Grover Commission which 
inquired into the allegations of misuse of 
authority by Karnataka Chief Minister Dev- 
raj Urs is on a stickier wicket, though not 
because of the fault of the Union Govern- 
ment. The final report was submitted to it 


on March 15 and is likely to be under consi-- 


deration for two months. ; 
In its first report submitted in January 


Grover—report submitted 
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Gupta—sensational revelations? 


1978, when there was President's rule in the 
state, the Commission headed by Justice 
A. N. Grover, had said that at least four of 
the 60 allegations it was asked to probe were 
found to be substantially true. But then in 
the March 1978 state "Assembly Elections 
the Congress (I) won with an overwhelming 
majority and Urs once again became the 
chief minister. This has put the Centre in a 
fix. The state Government, naturally, is not 
inclined to pursue the Commission's recom- 
mendations and Urs has withdrawn the 
jurisdiction granted to the Central Bureau 
of Investigation over the state and the Bureau 
cannot follow up the cases. 

The Gupta Commission, headed by 
Justice A. C. Gupta, which has tried to 
unravel the mysteries of Sanjay Gandhi's 
Maruti Ltd, has also, it is learnt, submitted 
its report to the Government before its term 
expired on March 31. The Government will 
place the report before Parliament after 
processing its findings. The report is likely 
fo make some sensational revelations. 

—BRAJ MOHAN 
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NORTH AND SOUTH 


HE south has fortuitously escaped the 
surging crime wave sweeping the rest 
E of the country in the past two years. During 
1978, 7.5 lakh cases were reportedly register- 
; ed under various sections of the Indian Penal 
=> Code (IPC) in the eight northern states— 
E. Bihar, Haryana, Himachal Pradesh, Jammu 
and Kashmir, Madhya Pradesh, Punjab, 
Rajasthan and Uttar Pradesh—and the union 
territory of Delhi. But in the four southern 
Sstates— Andhra Pradesh, Tamil Nadu, 
Kerala and Karnataka—only three lakh 
cases were registered. These four states 
which comprise a fourth of India’s 63 crore 
population, account for 20 per cent of the 
total crimes reported every year, whereas 
the eight northern states and Delhi with 40 
per cent of the national population register 
around 50 per cent of the reported offences. 
In effect, three crimes are committed in the 
north every two minutes as against one in 
the south. 

The north also makes a larger contribu- 
| tion to the list of serious crimes. Sixty per 
| Cent of murders and rapes, 80 per cent of 

kidnappings and abductions, 70 per cent of 

dacoities, 30 per cent of robberies and 60 per 
| cent of riots in 1978 occurred in the north. 
| In fact, incidence of all kinds of crimes— 
| except thefts— per lakh population is much 
higher in this region (see chart). 
. The north also outnumbers the south 
. In the number of crimes involving property 
| —the national average for one lakh popula- 
| uon is 130. But the frequency of riots is the 
| same in both regions. Bihar with 25 riots 
| per lakh of its population (7 crore) leads 
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in the north and Kerala (population: 3.1 
crore) with an average of 23 riots annually 
tops in the south. 

Reason: Explaining the reasons for less 
crimes in the south, a senior police official 
said: “Dravidians who constitute over 95 per 
cent of population are more religious and 
orthodox. And because religious sanction is 
more effective than the fear of legal prosecu- 
tion, people are more disciplined.” The 
system of penal action by the community 
itself prevalent in the south also acts as a 
deterrent. In the north on the other hand 
modernization has dented the hold of re- 
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ligion and tradition and consequently the 
official said “the accepted social norms have 
gone haywire”. 

The authorities in the south however, 
have no reason to be complacent, for if the 
crime rate continues to rise as at present. it 
would soon catch up with the north. The 
index number of crimes (base 1965 — 100) 
in peninsular India rose from 123.1 in 1969 
to 170.3 in 1978 while in the north it. in- 
creased from 121.9 to 174.1 during the same: 
period (see chart). 

Itisthesmaller states that have contribu- 
ted most to the rising rate of crime. For 
instance, in Kerala, the total number of 
cognizable offences have almost doubled in 
the past 10 years whereas in the north, in 
Himachal Pradesh (population: 34 lakh) the 
number has shot up by 80 per cent. Accord- 
ing to a sociologist the intensive industrializa- 
tion undertaken by the smaller states recent- 
ly is responsible for the increase in crime. The 
United Nations Congress on Prevention of 
Crime and Treatment of offenders held in 
1970 said: “As any area begins to open up, 
it outgrows its transitionalism and responds 
to outside influences or new ideas by 
modernizing, industralizing and concentrat- 
ing people in certain areas. Its people, and 
particularly its younger generation, seize 
the many new opportunities. In doing so 
an increasing number of them succumb to 
temptations and seek satisfaction through 
crime.” 

The cultural differences between north 
and south, however, are disappearing fast. 
An official of the Andhra Pradesh home 
department commented wryly: “The 
increasing interaction between the north and 
the south is not only resulting in the inter- _ 
mingling of their cultural values b FA 
leading to a mixing of their crim culi 
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| When the heat's on, 
play it cool. 
Four Ways to outwit summer 


[The faster the sun dries - 
up your system, the more 
j your skin needs moisture. - 
NEW. Drink plenty of water and 
fresh fruit juice if you can. 


p 
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2 It's alright to be a sun lover. 
The sun’s rays have Vitamin D which is 
vital to the skin. But too much 
direct exposure could harm your skin. 
An umbrella is a must 
if you're going out. } 
Wear light,cool 
clothes to keep out 
the heat. And guard |- 
2 the delicate skin ME 
. round your eyes with & 
sunglasses. 


3 Oh those lazy, hazy,crazy days 
of summer with their sweat rash and = 
prickly heat! Have at least — 
two baths aday and E 

\ powder yourself 
liberally, specially 
| | those places where 

you tend to perspire. 


4 Keep a Boroline tube handy and use it 
last thing at night.Smooth in this perfumed antiseptic 

cream all over —specially when you come in from the sun. 
Boroline prevents summer rashes, chapping and 
dryness, leaves your skin smooth 

| : and healthy. It also acts as a 
| gentle antiseptic for minor тже 
v Hall; d cuts and wounds. (B 
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INDIAN OCEAN 


OLITICAL and military developments in the western Indian 

= Ocean are causing ferment in the region. Speaking in the 

Lok Sabha on March 20, 1979, Foreign Minister Atal Behari 

Vajpayee said: “...increased military and naval strength in the 

area and enhanced super power presence could have adverse conse- 
quences, and add to tensions in the region...” 

US activities in the western Indian Ocean include dispatch 
ofa four-ship naval task force: the ostensible reason for this deploy- 
ment being the events on the Arabian peninsula. A permanent 
naval presence in the form of a separate fleet, involving an expansion 
- of base facilities in Diego Garcia is also contemplated. Other options 
before the US Defence Department are deployment of US Air 
__ Force F-15 fighters in Saudi Arabia, and the acceleration of arms 
supplies to North Yemen. 

Pravda has warned against US interference in the region, 
and the danger of “conspiracies which can only aggravate the 
destabilization of the situation in this explosive part of the world...” 
It could be anticipated, however, that the Soviet Union would 
also expand its military presence and an intensified struggle between 
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Theatre For Super Power 
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Kosygin (left), Vajpayee and Carter—need for a dialogue to establish а peace zone 


the super powers in the western Indian Ocean would result. 

This heightened rivalry is part of the global interaction betwee 
the super powers, which has elements of cooperation, as in th 
SALT-II dialogue, and rivalry, as in the Middle East. Presen 
strains in détente are related to a deterioration in that total rela 
tionship, largely occasioned by the way the United States is playin 
its ‘China card’. 

Reasons: More specifically, their rivalry in the western India 
Ocean proceeds for two other reasons. Firstly, Soviet influent 
in the Middle East was seriously eroded by Kissinger's successi 
step-by-step diplomacy. Soviet activism in the Arabian peninsl 
and Afghanistan is partly motivated by a desire to compensati 
for influence losses elsewhere. This Soviet policy is being resiste, 
by the United States. Secondly, the strategic importance of the 
western Indian Ocean region is largely related to its being the maj” 
supplier of oil to the Western bloc. Consequently, western interest 
lie in securing these oil supplies, whereas Soviet interests are 5000 
by disruption of these supplies, revealing a basic asymmetry © 
strategic interests. E 

It is evident that super power intervention could not sU 
if conflict situations did not prevail in the region. The changé 5 
Iran have thrown into relief the latent contention between Islam 
fundamentalism and secular radicalism. Different guerilla gro | 
have also surfaced, and must be accommodated in the P 
structure. And the armed forces—divided as they are today 
not wait patiently on the sidelines. | 

In fact the Iranian armed forces could become more ро \ 
if they are needed to control a Kurd revolt. Iraq has, so far, adop 
a low profile. But she could support Kurdish autonomy demani 
A certain restiveness is also evident among Iran's other E 
minorities—Turkomans, Azerbaijanis, Arabs and Baluchis m ү 
comprise almost 50 per cent of Iran's population. The likeli sid 
of instability continuing in Iran, which may be aggravated JF 
nal powers is a real possibility. ida d 

Tension: In Afghanistan, the Tarakki regime has с nsoli ul 
its position, eliminated its rivals, and moved firmly into Ng jg 
orbit. Despite denials, persistent reports of rebel activity — ^ 
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Nearer India, the situation in Pakistan has 
turn with the execution of former prime minis 
However, there is little likelihood of a large-scale 
of Bhutto. The factors foreboding instability in 
where, and include the failure of her rulers to 
dominance against the aspirations for autonomy ín the other 
provinces, inability to evolve an acceptable political system or a 
consensus regarding the optimal degree of Islamization. 

To the west of the Gulf, the Dhofari insurgency in Oman 
competition between Saudi Arabia and Iran for regional dominance, 
and other tensions add to prevailing instabilities, The broader 
asymmetric forces within the region are delineated by contention 
between Shias and Sunnis, traditionalists and progressives, pro- 
monarchical and radical elements. The prevailing situation, there. 
fore, offers opportunities for extra-regional powers to intervene in 
the region. 

Demilitarization: This is evident in the Yemens. US military 
aid to North Yemen, along with Saudi credits, is designed to stem 
the tide of radicalism in the Gulf. Soviet military and economic 
assistance to South Yemen is intended to retain control over the 
straits of Bab-El-Mandeb, and establish a springboard for exten- 
ding Soviet influence into the Arabian peninsula. 

Cognizant of the escalatory dangers in this situation, India 
has suggested a conference of littoral and non-littoral countries 
to convert the Indian Ocean into a zone of peace. India has also 
urged the two super powers to resume negotiations for demilitari- 
zing the Indian Ocean. (These negotiations started in 1977 but 
were suspended some months later, due to strains following the 
Ogaden war.) 
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Difficulties in establishing a peace zone in the Indian Ocean 
are, however patent. First, besides China, no other super power 
has joined UN resolutions calling upon them to halt expansion 
of their military presence in the Indian Ocean, and eliminate it 
thereafter. Second, the littoral countries are divided by historical 
and ethnic animosities. These are aggravated by territorial disputes, 
chauvinist ambitions and so on—all clearly visible in the Gulf 
region. Weaker littoral countries are naturally tempted to invite 
intercession by external powers to redress the regional balance. 

Divergences: On the other hand, there are profound differences 
in the basic approach of the super powers to demilitarizing the 
Indian Ocean. The Soviet Union favours a radical approach— 
elimination of foreign bases, non-creation of new bases, and mutual 
reduction of military presence by non-littoral states. But the United 
States prefers a gradualist approach, beginning with freezing, and 
leading up to limitation of military presence. These divergences 
reflect the non-symmetrical situation of the super powers in the 
Indian Ocean. Both have navies, and enjoy varying influence over 
littoral countries. But only the United States has truly identifiable 
bases like Diego Garcia. The United States is therefore unwilling 
to forego its present advantage; the Soviet Union, however, wishes 
to neutralize its present disadvantage. 

The joint communiqué issued after Russian Premier Alexei 
Kosygin’s visit reiterates firm support by India and the Soviet 
Union to the concept of a peace zone in the Indian Ocean. Further, 
they favour resumption of talks between the Soviet Union and 
the United States to achieve this objective. It would be realistic 
to assess, nevertheless, that the Indian Ocean region in general, 
and western Indian Ocean in particular, has become a theatre of 
conflicts which are likely to exacerbate in the near future. 

— P. R. CHARI 
E 22 
DR CHARI is Director of the Institute for Defence Studies and Analysis 
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Electronics technology alone is not enough. 


HMYV has Sound Experience. 


Look at most of the 


advertisements for stereo 
systems these days, and 
what do you see ? 


A pretty picture and 
words, words and more 
words, words about 
words like DIN specs, 
music power rating, 
power band width, 


dynamic 


class B operation etc. 
Words on technical 
specifications without 
‘limits’ that rarely 
convey the true 
performance standards 
of the product. 


We at HMV don't 
like to confuse you with 
words. And, believe us, 
we.could because after 
all. we've been in the 
business of stereo 
systems longer than 
anyone else. And our 
stereo systems have 
won the confidence of 
music lovers more than 
any other. 


So technology for 
technology, we started 
earlier and stayed ahead 
of all others in pre- 
matched integrated 
sound systems. 


The reason is simple. 
We've made millions and 
millions of gramophone 
records. So we know how 
to make sound. 


That special ‘ear’ for 
sound and music is 
something that we have— 
and no other stereo 
maker has. That sharp, 
precise, acute sense of 
sound that only 
experience can bring. 


That same ‘ear’ for 
sound also applies to the 
designing of our pre- 
matched integrated 
stereo systems. 


And since we 
know how to record 
sound, isn’t it obvious 
that we also know how 
to reproduce sound best ? 


You only have to 
hear our stereo systems 
and ask yourself: 

“Should I put my 
money on technological 
jargon alone? Or should I 
put my money on sound 
experience?” 


There are over 
6.50.000 owners of НМУ 
sound systems who 
chose experience. 


range, class A— 


: We know 
_ But what is more how to make sound 
important, is the sheer à sound best 


experience we've 4 
gathered in the business 


of sound. 


STEREO 1515 
Max.Rec.Ret.Price. Rs 2,358/- 
Taxes Extra. 


For a free booklet on stereo terminology 'Audio Talk' write to us enclosing 
a self-addressed envelope (20 cm x 15 cm) affixing a 50 paise stamp. 
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HEY are innocent, economical, unassum- 

ing and submissive. They work every- 
where. In dingy roadside dhabas, im the 
mushrooming small industries in narrow and 
stinking lanes—hell houses of pestilence— tens 
of thousands of children earn their bread 
without butter. Over 30 million children— 
about 10 per cent of India’s child popula- 
tion—of which 7 million are girls hover around 
the numerous commercial establishments to 
earn a few pennies and supplement their 
family’s meagre income. In urban areas every 
second child works on pavements, and every 
fourth child gets a job in industrial units where 
employment of children below 14 is prohibited. 
And over 1,50,000 children who could not get a 
job have become beggars or have swelled the 
ranks of vagrants, While 12 out of 100 children 
die before they complete the age of five, two 
out of 10 children die at work. 

A bookbinder in Old Delhi employs seven- 

year-old Rajpal (bottoni left), for pasting file 
—-tovers. He is on trial and in return for a 9-hour 
day, he gets a measly 75 paise. Son of a slum- 
dweller, Rajpal has one shirt and a pant. His 
father, Ramjilal, 39, is a labourer who earns 
Rs 15 a day which is not enough to support his 
six-member family. 
Ten-year-old Akhtar (bottom right ) pulls 
a thela (hand-cart) loaded with carpets and 
cloth in Delhi's Chandni Chowk. Strong 
and dark, Akhtar earns Rs 4 for a full day’s 
work. He lives in a thatched house in Jehangir- 
puri with his family of seven. His father 
Anwar, 40, a labourer earns only Rs 8 daily. 
Says Akhtar: “I have a lot of responsibility. 
I have to earn for my three younger sisters, 
otherwise they will have no food. I have my 
meals twice a day—chapatis and potatoes in the 
morning and chapatis with achar (pickles) 
in the evening.” 

Laxmi, 9, (top left) a handicapped girl 
works for a contractor who makes bamboo 
curtains in Old Delhi. For eight hours she is 
paid Rs 2. *I earn for myself," says Laxmi 
proudly. She chose work instead of school be- 
cause she did not want.to be a liability on her 
parents. “Life will be easier when I am a littlee 
older and start earning more," says Laxmi 
optimistically. 

Jai Prakash, 9, (top right) works for a 
shoe-maker in Delhis Chawri Bazar. He does 
odd jobs like cutting the leather and fixing 
nails into shoe soles. The eldest in the family, 
Prakash, earns about Rs 7 a day. He dropped 
out of school because his father could not 
afford to lose the money Prakash brought 
home. “I enjoy working. I do not have to 
carry books or get up early to go to school,” 
says Jai Prakash. 

Rajpal, Akhtar, Laxmi and Jai Prakash 
are meticulous and honest in their working. 
Yet they are ill-paid and quite often go without 
a meal. But they cannot get out of the well- 
entrenched system, which lets the privileged 
exploit the poor with impunity. 

—PRABHU CHAWLA 
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Children's world is more colourful with 
Oswals apparels. Soft for their tender 
body. Colourful. Like their dreams. With 
bunny's birds and humpty dumptys to be 
friends with. 


Made with finest polyacry and other 
imported yarns Oswals rompers and 
babasuits are just the thing for your little 
smart darling. ` PAIN 
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- Mystical 


: IM T Dhoomi Mal’s last show of the 

A in Delhi, Manjit Bawa. 38, 

ЕГ unfurled his work. Many colours, 

both brilliant and muted, comprised the 

body of work, but none was predominant. 

The gallery walls stood together like a box 

of crayons thrown open at noon. They 

flashed at first glance, but then the box was 
able to contain them. 

The creatures on the canvases had 
different ancestries: human, animal, 
mythological and the purely fantastic. The 
mythological borrowings were not ack- 
nowledged. The obese Ganesh and the fly- 
ing Hanuman were titled Falling Yellow 
and Flight in Green. The idea was perhaps to 
Suggest, not enumerate. 

Irrespective of the subject, Bawa’s 
figures had originated from a common seed. 
None of them stood upright, taking definite 
postures. They swelled and gangled as water 
| seemed to soak into their beings. The great 
Sphinx sat in a grey lagoon, spineless as a 
| water balloon. A white horse climbed a 
Stair, his bloated limbs exhausting his effort. 
A tiger lay listless as a six-armed deity 

hovered in sky. 

Double Edge: In the catalogue to Bawa’s 

Show, Swaminathan, the eminent painter 
of nature’s mystical images wrote: *Manjit's 
World is somewhat like the world of Alice, 
inconsequential, menacing, inexplicable yet 
inexorable.” And true enough, the fantasies 
Of the artist managed to create a double 
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The painting Animal Being by Manjit 


Fantasies <4 
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Bawa ( inset) 


edge. The whole construction of the beings 
remained protoplasmic as opposed to mus- 
cular, but their open stance in a spaceless 
vacuum did not reduce them to passivity. 
Always, a detail or two remained disturbing, 
though sometimes only in colour. A yellow 
crescent moon against a green sky; the 
horse's mane descending like ranges of snow- 
clad mountains; the two tongues of a double 
mouthed monster; the fingertips that ended 
as phalluses. But the purpose of the details 
was not always clear. In a children's book 
of fantastic monsters, explanations may not 
have been necessary, but to the adult who 
sought the answers, they came slow—if 
they came at all. 

It seemed that Bawa's silk screens had 
blown themselves into canvas spaces, re- 
taining their flawless serigraphic finish. To 
interpret beyond the image remained a 


subjective story. 
—AMAN NATH 


SCULPTURE 


Novel Venture 


OUNG sculptors in the country will 
ү: have the opportunity for self- 
expression in the backdrop of famous 
Chandela temples in Khajuraho. A Rs 1.25 


lakh sculpture centre is being established 
there by Shyam Sunder Poddar, 60, managing 


director of Hotel Chandela, to provide 


‘guidance’ to selected students. 

A seat of culture and art during the 
rule of powerful Chandela kings, Khajuraho 
(597 km from New Delhi) in Madhya Pradesh 
was slowly forgotten and lost in the anony- 
mity of tiny villages in the country. “Ten 
years back you could never locate it on the 
map," says Poddar. “Today it is a popular 
tourist destination and linked by air.” 

Poddar's efforts in the past few years 
have been directed towards the “resurrec- 
tion" of Khajuraho. “Now I visualize it 
once again as a seat of art and culture.” 
His sentiments were echoed by eminent 
art critics and sculptors who participated 
in the symposium Poddar had organized 
to mark the laying of the foundation stone 
of the centre on April 11. Said an art critic: 
“Sculpture has been the least supported 
of the plastic arts. It is good that sculptors 
will be able to work in the sylvan sur- 
roundings of Khajuraho.” 

Initially the centre will comprise four 
studios, an exhibition hall and a small 
administrative office. It shall have facilities 
to train six to eight students. Their stay 
and meals will be arranged free by the centre 
which will also supply the sculpting material. 
The students during the six-month course 
will also be given a stipend for personal 
expenses. A senior resident sculptor will 
be available to guide the trainees, but “not to 
instruct them", emphasizes Poddar. “The 


Some of the exhibits at the symposium 
students will be free to choose their own 
medium." 

Poddar believes that intrinsic talent 
can flower anywhere given the opportunity. 
He is optimistic that “the exquisite beauty Ч 
of the temple sculptures will inspire the А 
new generation of sculptors, in spite of Ше 
changed times and new forms of expression.” 

—SUNIL K. ROY 
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Where there's a smoker 
there could be fire 


Do not smoke in bed or anywhere else І 

when you are sleepy. | 

2. Do not smoke till the butt. It could burn П 
your fingers and drop out of your hand. 

Never leave a burning cigarette around | 

even for a short while. : б 

: Extinguish cigarettes in metal, ceramic or 1 

d 

5 

0 


It takes about five minutes 

| for an entire bedroom to be 

^4 in flames from the moment 

|? a burning cigarette is dropped 
On a mattress. 


b | Do not needlessly endanger bus, a petrol station or in places where smoking 
, yourself and your family. ко = 
i 


boo > 
چچ‎ 


селу сак 
СЕ 
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3 

4 
glass ash trays with water in them. 

5. Do not throw cigarette ends into trash cans 
or wastepaper baskets. - : 

6 Do not smoke inside a cinema, lift, train or 


LPA wants to work with like-minded 
f people and welcomes your involvement. 
| Please write for details. 
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THEATRE 


Intimate Touches 


BAYAKANTHAN, the renowned Tamil 

Inovelist is known in literary circles for 
<u his radicalism. Recipient of the Sahitya 
Akademi Award for his Sila Nerangalil Sila 
Manithargal (People at Different Times) 
he has become a box-office draw. Bombay’s 
Amateur Dramatic Club recently staged 
a play based on Jayakanthan’s novel, 
Brahmopadesam. |n fact, the stage version 
came off better than the book. 

In dramatizing Brahmopadesam, Bom- 
bay's young amateurs improvised consider- 
ably. Verses from the Sankhya Yoga and 
the Bhagwad Gita have been incorporated 
effectively. For example, the answer to 
the question, “Who is a Sthitapragna?" is: 
"A man who is untouched by the happenings 
around him, a man who is emotionally free 
from all worldliness, a man who does not 
rise to the heights of ecstasy or plunge to 
the depths of despair if anything happens 
to him." Rendered in Sanskrit the effect is 
telling. It is heightened by touches of the 
‘intimate theatre’ with the actors occasionally 
addressing themselves to the audience. 

Exacting Standards: The story of Brahm- 
opadesam in simple. Sarma, a Brahmin cook, 
feels a person cannot be adjudged a Brahmin 
by his birth but by his actions alone. While 
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he is looking for the ideal Brahmin husband 
for his daughter Maitreyi, she decides on 
marrying her neighbour Seshadri, a Brahmin 
by caste. Sarma does not consider Seshadri 
to be a true Brahmin as he is an atheist and 
spouts communism. Meanwhile Sarma 
comes across a young man of a low caste. 
Sadananda Odhuvar, and finds in him all the 
qualities he is looking for. At the time of 
Maitreyi’s wedding to Seshadri, Sarma de- 
clares that Sadananda has measured up to 
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Scenes from Brahmopadesam based on Jayakanthan’s Tamil novel 


Ah! LIFE IS FUN 


his high standards, declares him to be a 
Brahmin and whispers to him the Brahmo- 
padesam mantra, as does every Brahmin 
father to his son. 

The presentation brings out what is 
characteristic of Jayakanthan's brand of 
revolution. By pointing out what the Brahmin 
Should be, he raises Brahminism to a level 
that very few Brahmins by birth can even 
conceptualize, let alone live at. 

—RAJA RAMANATHAN 


No more energy crisis. 
Recharge yourself with 
ampro glucose Biscuits. 

Made from goodness of 
milk, wheat, sugar and 
glucose, ampro is full of 
energy and nourishment. 
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$ Diplomacy 


A DANGEROUS PLACE 
by DANIEL PATRICK MOYNIHAN 
Allied Publishers 
Pages: 297; Price: Rs 30 


Daniel Patrick Moynihan, the out- 
spoken 52-ycar-old former US envoy and 
now a Senator, has been at the centre of 
controversy wherever he has been. At the 
United Nations he courted unpopularity 
among the group of Seventy Seven by having 
to battle against the Arab attempt to equate 
Zionism with racism. In India, where he 
served as his country's ambassador between 
, 1973-1975, he alienated the Indian elite and 
became disillusioned about his country's 
foreign policy towards the subcontinent. 
Now the flamboyant former Harvard pro- 
fessor narrates some of his experiences in 
various diplomatic postings as well as at the 
United Nations in an equally eloquent style. 
The book is his testimony to those fateful 
events in the Third World and the General 
Assembly. 

What he calls the "innocent enough 
affair of the heart" soon turned into “great 
bitterness in India". Besides, it seems he 
had little to do in India. He writes: “In my 
two years there, from 1973 to 1975, I gave 
four speeches, two of them lectures... I 
held no press conference until my next to 
last day. Within the channels of the Indian 
Government I sought to state what American 
policy was rather than, what I wished it to be. 
The affair of the heart, surely, was over." 
Obviously, besides little labour, there 
| was little love lost between him and the 
Indians. Says Moynihan: *It was my hope 
that now that we perhaps like each other less, 
we might respect each, other more." Then 
comes the admission of his failure in India. 
“I had no great success." 
Washington could partly be blamed for 
his lack of success. The other factor was 
Mrs Gandhi. Moynihan notes with a tinge of 
sarcasm: “Under the rule of Nehru's daugh- 
ter, the world's largest democracy had, in 
foreign affairs, become bound to Soviet 
policy. Worse, it was drifting into an authori- 
tarianism all its own. With my own govern- 
fient collapsing at home, the most I could do 
C loc was to set about liquidating the extraordinary 
demi-Raj that the United States had es- 
tablished in India in the mid-’50s and '60s. 
Rather as the British had, I hoped to 
march out rather than be driven out.” 
Foresaw: Moynihan had seen the signs 
of the Emergency but he left India “in 
silence. But I was onto something, and I knew 
it. I was sure she would do what indeed she 
Aid do." What Moynihan failed to do for 
democracy was to speak out before the event 
ather than record it proudly afterwards. 
| What irked Moynihan most during his 
pell in Delhi was Mrs Gandhi's constant 
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harping on Central Intelligence Agency 
(CIA)’s threat of subversion in India. It 
appears that he lost a great deal of sleep over 
the subject and finally decided to press his 
embassy to go back over the whole quarter 
century of America’s link with Independent 
India to find out “just what we had been up 
to". 

The result: “I was satisfied we had been 
up to very little. We had twice, but only 
twice, interfered in Indian politics to the 
extent of providing money to a political 
party. Both times the money was given to the 
Congress Party, which had asked for it 
(italics added). Once it was given to Mrs 
Gandhi herself, who was then a party official. 
Still, as we were no longer giving money to 
her, it was understandable that she should 
wonder just to whom we were giving it. It is 
not a practice to be encouraged.” 

Bad Luck: Moynihan’s disclosures could 
not have come at a worse time for Mrs 
Gandhi who is fighting a losing battle for 
her political survival. It has come at a time 


@or the various joint Indian-American 
enterprises, none survived the strains of 1971 
more successfully than those directed against 
China. Indian fear of the Chinese was 


. palpable. As much as the Gandhi government 


may have desired American defeat in Viet- 
nam, once that became inevitable they could 
see it would not really be to the advantage of 
India, and in private became ever more 
explicit on this point. And so we continued, 
jointly, to spy on the Chinese from the tops of 
the Himalayas. 

These were routine exercises, but not 
without drama. In 1965 we had sent a clim- 
bing expedition to the top of Nanda Devi a 
mountain of 26,645 feet in the northeast, near 


Mrs Gandhi and Moynihan—thank you 


EXCERPTS 


when she is being attacked from within her 
party by those who feel that her son Sanjay 
should keep away from politics, and should 
not meddle with the affairs of the party or 
the country. Moreover the Special Courts 
Bill is before Parliament and once it becomes 
law, which should be sometime this month, 
those accused of excesses during the Emer- 
gency will be hauled up before it. Mrs Gandhi 
and her son Sanjay would probably be the 
prime candidates for these courts. Further- 
more her Congress Party is in total disarray 
at the Centre as well as in the states. Coming 
on top ofall this Moynihan’s disclosures have 
confirmed that Mrs Gandhi’s holier-than- 
thou posture in Indian politics was a farce. 
She is shown to be as corruptible as any other 
two-bit politician in India. 

Mrs Gandhi, according to Moynihan, 
had not only accepted slush funds to bolster 
up her election campaign, but also invited the 
Americans to spy on China (see excerpt). Has 
net someone written a book titled the Two 
Faces of Indira Gandhi? —CHHOTU KARADIA 


the border with China, to put in place nuclear- 

powered instruments which would record 

Chinese rocket telemetry and atomic tests. 
A storm came, the instruments, including the 
power pack, were cached, and the party 
returned to base. The climbers returned in 
the spring to find that an avalanche had swept 
everything away, and the plutonium was lost 
in the snow pack at the headwaters of the 
‘holy Ganges. Our then-Ambassador Chester | 
Bowles went back to Mrs Gandhi, and the 
next year a second Indo-American expedition 
Successfully put instruments in place atop 
Nanda Kot, the 22,400-foot mountain adja- 

cent to Nanda Devi. Ф) — : 
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professionals in electronics in India, who m En 

together have made possible the setting up of орле compatibility VM S Беа 
eltron Controls. A multicrore project bringing ; || st 

tomorrow's technology to the quiet The 9020 is the most flexible control system © ч |, tinct 


backwaters of Aroor in Kerala. To manufacture 
i the 9020 control system — way ahead in time. 
design and philosophy. 


Incorporating the latest 4¢h generation 
technology, this system offers power plants 
and process industries versatile application 
possibilities no other system can match. 

i For instance: 

Н e Monovariable or multivariable control 


and can be tailor-made to suit your applications. 


Moreover, a personalisation plug-in-circuit with 
a surveillance monitor permits rapid 
replacements of faulty modules. 


Keltron Controls— yet another affirmation of 
the forward-looking dynamism of Keltron. 
Combining thought plus action. 


And now, with the ultimate in control 
instrumentation, the ‘toast’ of the country! 
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SMALL IS POLITICS 
Organizational Alternatives in 
India's Rural Development 
by MARCUS FRANDA 
Wiley Eastern Ltd 
Pages: 296; Price: Rs 45 


The title of the book bears a striking 
similarity to E.F. Schumacher's Small is 
Beautiful. The politics of Small is Politics 
is that since India is going through a “dis- 


3 г »» tinctly evolutionary process of transfor- 
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; mation" there is “little scope for a political 
: revolution” in the country, rural change and 
#4 development is on the agenda; India may not 
„gq the China way and may operate within the 


democratic framework, if institutions to 
bring about rural development programmes 
are organized and credit is made available 


` Through them to small farmers. 


Franda is very enthusiastic about the 
Janata Party's emphasis on rural develop- 
ment. The party's industrial policy, rural 
credit schemes, rural employment strategy, 
its commitment to panchayats and decentra- 
lization, small-scale and cottage industries 
and support for the ideas of voluntary action 
as exemplified in the Social Work Research 
Centre (SWRC) are motivated by a desire to 
help the “small man". 


J The challenges to the Janata Party ànd 


g economic strategy come from Mrs Indira 


Gandhi, chronic factionalism, reassertion of 
urban and heavy industry interests and land- 
lords and rich peasants. Some of the assess- 
ments of Franda regarding the constituents of 


A woman at the Kisan Rally last December in New Delhi with Charan Singh’s picture 


aray oundation 


the Janata Party are controversial. For 
instance, his view that the Jan Sangh repre- 
sents medium and small businessmen. 

Wrong Emphasis: Franda feels that 
Charan Singh has the capacity to face these 
challenges, particularly by emphasizing a 
rural-oriented strategy. The author labours 
to show that Charan Singh is neither the 
representative of the rural rich nor the 
champion of Jats alone. Therefore he is 
neither a kulak nor a believer in caste. But, 
then, Charan Singh’s budget has not attacked 
the industrialists, it is inflationary and goes 
against the urban middle class and urban 
and rural poor. 

The seeming cession in the agricultural 
inputs will work against even the middle class 
peasant since the market is controlled by 
banias. Whatever concern there may be 
for the small peasant is evident only in the 
intention to consolidate land holdings for 
commercialization of agriculture. 

The Janata Party’s emphasis on rural 
development and the small farmer is in line 
with the World Bank’s strategy initiated after 
1973 by Robert S. McNamara, the president, 
to achieve a fair deal for rural areas which will 
be beneficial to a metropolitan capital. Small 
is Politics does not mention this. The author 
takes it for granted. 

Franda’s claim that India has no scope 
for revolution will be contested by com- 
munists of all times and shades. He is correct 
in saying that the Janata Party’s strategy 
and particularly that of Charan Singh will 
alienate the Muslims and Harijans and 
this only increases the possibility of a revolu- 
tion. —RAKESH GUPTA 
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MY TRUE FACES 
by CHAMAN NAHAL 
Vision Books 

Pages: 235; Price: Rs 30 
E. M. Forster, whose birth centenary 
falls this year, once commented that during 
the Raj, Britain sent to India more adminis- 
trators; soldiers and money-makers than 
Scholars and writers to understand and 
write about the life and culture of the Indian 
people. With his A Passage to India a new 
vista was opened up and many more serious 
attempts followed leading to a good bulk 
of English literature by Indian authors today. 

But not many attempts are authentic 
and first-hand because a distant and detached 
view is bound to be different from that of 
one who is part of the milieu. Of the handful 
with a claim to intimate knowledge of India's 
middle class life today, Chaman Nahal is 
undoubtedly one. That he has the capacity 
to offer what can be termed as original 
material has already received recognition 
in the form of an award from the Sahitya 
Kala Akademi. 

The dichotomy of the educated Indian's 
life is the central theme of Nahal’s new 
novel, My True Faces. It is the story of 
diverse pulls that appear in the individual 
as well as collective life asa result of different 
value-scales and attitudes. 

The main characters are Kamal Kant, 
a university teacher who is brought up in 
a tradition-bound middle class family and 
his wife Malti who has a western bent of mind. 
Around their lives is woven a chain of events 
which leads to a clash between the orthodoxy 
of one and modernity of the other and a 
separation between them appears inevitable. 

Graphic: The tensions Kamal experien- 
ces and a few finely etched cameos are the 
highlights of My True Faces. For instance, his 
deep attachment for his dead grandmother 
is brought out vividly. During the moments 
of his deepest frustration he visits the peepal 
tree which to her was a source of courage 
and strength. Narrations of the busy railway 
platform and the city suburb and the view 
it offers of the far-off city skyline, are ren- 
dered with imagination. 

But a few incongruities have crept in. 
How Malti’s presence at her uncle’s home 
for days together can be hushed up in 
spite of a report about her disappearance 
lodged with the police goes unexplained. 


„Also, the hero refuses the siren, the Ghaza- 


bad lady doctor but rushes to the red light 
district soon after. Again, is the lack of a 
western type of commode a factor forceful 
enough among others toleadtoaconjugal rift? 

The author’s attempt is nevertheless 
commendable both for its poignancy and 
appeal. A stamp of augienticity as opposed 
toa kind of window-dressing marks the work. 
АЛТ KUMAR DU 


= Digitized by Sarayu Foundation Trust, Delhi and eGangotri 


e “Accumeasurés. Matching the Best of - 1 
. Foreign Precision Instrument Makers. ~ 


* 


#4 4 " H Qs 25. 3 RS 


{ 
{ 


ae "Accumeasures Punjab Limited. Manufacturers of Accumeasures. Good because itis backed by 
ж Precision Measuring Instruments. Micrometers. The P-E Consulting Group, of London, master 


Vernier Calipers. Vernier Height Gauges. Screw consultants to international industrial giants. 
Plug Gauges. . .P-E are Accumeasures' consultants in manufac- 


БЯ Accumeasures. А company like the best ої the uring technology and instalation. 
- foreign precision measuring instruments manu- 

farming companies An Indian company which 

matches the foreign companies in manufacturin 4 ; 

š technology, quality control, engineering and a reputation. By backing оу розе пай ее worth) 

ae nagement staff. 2 backing—the best. Like Accumeasures. E 

| 


a 


P-E know their job. Thoroughly. They have built 
a powerful reputation. And they maintain that 


Accumeasurés. REACHING FOR PERFECTION. 


: 


@ А s 


ә 


| Accumeasu Ies PUNJAB LIMITED 3, Phase Vil, Mohali Industrial Area, District Ropar, HS 180051 >. 


national 36/79 


AU SOURAV RAN 


Steel Minister 


Biju Parnark 


Labour Minister Ravindra Varma Energy MinisterP Ramachandran 


М й 


a | 


DECLARE 


CC-0. In Public Domain. UP State Museum Hazratganj. Lucknow 


national 36/79 
; URS meee: ف‎ 


P 


Dood by Sarayu Foundation Trust, Delhi and eGangotri 


SESTO 32 Bring us your feet and we'll Wrap 
them in Bata Mocassins which are 
the last word in comfort with their 

high degree of flexibility, Snug fit and 

glove finish. They're dressy too With 
metal trims and a waxy upper that 


adds gloss to your wardrobe. 


SRELEDSSELER TS 


f 

i 

Available both as a casual and lacing a 
shoe. Give your feet the best 
chance—give them Bata Mocassins. 


E 
$ 
i 
} 


moy 


TEE f 


Jo‏ د 


E 


¥ 


EW CULTU 


Mocassino 13 
Sizes 6-10 


es $ 
а НООТУ? А 


gna Ce 


E^ Debonair 47 
: Sizes 6-10 


T - — -- Ppigitized by Sarayu Foundation Trust, Delf and esango 


Secum 


osifionsl | 


z ЛОР Just Success! 
ana Fere is what IAS Toppers say 


This is 

to acknowledge 
the help | have 
derived from 
your magazine 


EERE 


NARIK 


Extremely: 
thankful to _ 
your magazine 
for my getting 


into L.A.S. ` 
in the course this year. |, - 
of my preparation being a regular 
for LA.S. reader of : 
. credit for this Competition 
success of mine Success Review, 
goes to Competition found it very 
Success Review. useful. 
Hrusikesh Panda Syamal Kumar Sarkar * 
1.A.S . TOPPER П POSITION 
1978 IN 1.A.S, 1978 


To Win Top Positions In All Competitive 
Examinations, Read This Month And Every Month - 


Suit = DISCOUNT. COUPON«s 
NOW SELL ING OVER 1 00, 000 g Please enrol me as subscriber for g 


g Competition Success Review at ae 
C OPIES E VER Y MON TH. х Niconcess cual ee of e 2 а 
On the occasion of crossing sale of 1,00,000 copies, — ud BEAR "ns. ap = 
we offer SENSATIONAL DISCOUNT OF Rs.26 7 by M.0. No Datel B 
a on 1 year subscription (Free Books worth Rs. 18 W to Competition Review Pvt. Ltd., - 
Eon plus discount of Rs.8 on annual subscription). g 604, Prabhat Kiran, Rajendra Place, Е 
| : E New Delhi-110 008. F 
| Ё NAME " 
| I! ADDRESS RI a 
| T 
| a 
8 Kindly add Rs.2 for voee oft 
| BOOKS WORTH Rs. 18 E Free Books hy Recorded Delivery. ш 
L to the subscribers of COMPETITION SUCCESS REVIEW — Н a 


|^ DIARY 1979-80-Rs.12, General Knowledge Today-Rs.6. . mmm | Valid Until July 30, 1979] man 


B ` Available at all leading news stalls or from - 


| | COMPETITION REVIEW PVT. mu 


le 604, Prabhat Kiran, riajendier Place, New Delhi-1 10 098: Ph 


ANDA en EIER COE LT 


Digitized by Sarayu Foundation Trust, Delhi and eGangotri 


UE MISSION NOTICE. 
79 _ FOR BOYS & GIRLS j 
APPLICATIONS ARE INVITED FO 


FOR ADMISSION TO THE 
FOLLOWING CORRESPONDENCE COURSES 


GOVERNMENT OF INDIA 1. GOVERNMENT OF INDIA & 
& INDIAN UNION STATES INDIAN UNION STATES 


| ENGINEERING DEGREES & hoe eee 
| L.C.W.A. Cost & Works 
[i DIPLOMAS Accountant 


A.M.I.E. (1), A.M.I. SES (1). C.A. : Charterod Accountancy 


E 
А.М.Ае. S.I. (1), A.M.I. 
Cr E. (1), A.M.LI.M.E. (1), 3. Graduateship : A.M.1.B.M. 
"RI on М LED (India) Part A & B in 


LE.R.E. (U.K.). A.MEE , etc. : , 
^ ( ) ее Business Management 


jİ (All the above courses are 
|| recognised by the Government 4. Government of India : Company 
р Secretaries Examinations 


M of india and all Indian Union 
H States as equivalent to B.E. or 5. Diploma : A.I.B.M. (India) 
in Business Management 


M B. Tech Degree) in Civil, 
6. Chartered Secretaries (London) 


M Electrical, Mechanical, 
|| Chemical, Metaliurgical, 
7. City & Guilds of London 
Institute—Diploma Course 


И Mining, Electronics & 

M Communication Engineering, 

|j Metal Engineering, Aeronautical in Industrial Organization, 

ү Management Planning — 
Estimating & Costing Engineering 


M Engineering, Electronics & Radio 
Engineering, Marine Engineering. 

ADMISSION QUALIFICATION : 

S.S.C., or H.S.C.,or P.U.C Or 


И Production Engineering, Naval 
Inter of B. Sc., or ANY 


{ Architect, Automobile, Radio & 
TV.. Agriculture Engineering, 
Refrigeration & Auconditioning 

hi Engineering Draughtsmanship 

B (Civil & Mechanical Engineering [5 

| and many other Diploma Courses) 


К ADMISSION 


GRADUATE with any Subjects. 
Remember, experience and facilities 
| are most important in your choice 

ot a Correspondence College/ Instituto. 


EL EO 


| QUALIFICATION : 
Î S.S.C., or Н.5.С ‚ог P.U.C.,or 
Inter of B. Sc., or ANY 


The International College of 
Correspondence (Regd.) is India's 
leading and most experienced 
institute with thousands of Indian 


ROTEER 


В and foreign students on its roils, 


| GRADUATE with any Subjects. 


| NOTE : ONLY CORRESPONDENCE COURSES (POSTAL TRAINING) OFFERED 
| FOR ALL ABOVE COURSES FOR EMPLOYED & UNEMPLOYED PERSONS 
FOR DETAILED PROSPECTUS & ADMISSION FORM 
PLEASE SEND Rs. 6/- (SIX) BY MONEY ORDER TO THE PRINCIPAL :— 
i 
ү 


TEE 


aS 


INTERNATIONAL COLLEGE OF 
CORRESPONDENCE (REGD.) 


ETAT 


i Kothi No. 17, South Patel Nagar, (Main Patel Road) 
1 (Post Box No. 6045, NEW DELHI-110008 (INDIA) 
(——— MÀ cm OAS RTOS EOS 


| Keep the germs away! "im 
| ae entists say 

| Regular brushing of teeth 

and massaging of gums 

check gum troubles and tooth decay 


Use Forhan's 
.Double-Action Toothbrush 
Specially designed 

to massage your gums 
while brushing your teeth 


Bengal Chemical’s 


PHENEOL 


€ Concentrated disinfectant: a few drops (enough 
to turn a bucketful of water white) kill millions of 
germs. Maximum results at a minimum expense ! 


ө Strong odour repels cockroaches, flies, ants 


RE. and similar household pests. Also counters offensive 
smells! - ї 


* 
1 


n ў Firm Gentle 
© Ideal for use in homes, hospitals, clinics, public blue bristles white bristles 
utilities, Offices, factories and other industrial clean massage 
ЕЧ your teeth your gums 


| € Available in 450 ml. bo 


5 litre tin. - 


Learn the Forhan's way of Ч 

' brushing teeth and massaging gum. 3 
Write for a FREE colourful bookle! 

on care of teeth and gums 

RP PU Н 

. No.. e „05 а Us 

РР! Bombay 400 02 

Mention languag? { 


ttle and new,presentable 


st с 


infe 


ASP/BC-1/78 A 


WE 
BENGAL CHEMICAL & PHARMA 
< A (Management under 


—a perfect companion to For 
the toothpaste created by a de 


Ж 
БЕ [| 
1 
ntancy | 
FIERE 
'ompany | 
15 |. 
lia) [| 
nt a 
.ondon) | 
п К 
se 18| 
оп | 
- р 
ngineering, {0 
T n 
ZATION : ij 
| "| 
| 
ts, |; 
acilitios H 
hoice w 
>] Institute. f 
2i 
India's E 
d Й 
ndian i 
olis, a 
| 
) OFFERED H 
SONS B 
in| 
ا‎ H 
| 
ü 
i 
i 
B 
ae 


сау 


orhan’s way of 
ssaging gums. 
lourful booklet 
h and gums !0 
visory Bureau 


st Bag 11463; | 


nbay 400 020, 
tion language: 


Toothbrush 
to Forhan 5 


ya dentist ] 


n = 


‘budget. Colourful little torches to fit 


h 


‘OBM-6071C/2 ^. — 7 


27 torches. Each one designed to 
match a particular need, suit a particular 


a lady's handbag. Slim torches with pen 
clips to make for easy carrying in a shit 
or jacket pocket. Heavy duty brass 
torches for a lifetime of service. Light 
aluminium torchés that combine good 
locks with economy. And many more. 

the Eveready range has something for 
everybody. Including you. 


EVEREADY 


The only guarantee you'll ever need. 


ES 


SERRE I RE LLIN vers mee Perm ee 


te 


Digitized by Sarayu Foundation Trust, Delhi and e 


~~ 


Gangotri 


Match your 


. mood with 


 SIRSILK 


Get into a happy mood. 
Dress well. Steal the show. 
Conquer ... 
Count on Sirsilk fabrics. 
To add a new dimension 
to your personality... ¢ 
Checks, Stripes, Printed. 
Plain, Sirsil& offers you 
ў wide wild range. In an 
| "infinite variety of textures, 
“weaves and colours. 


OD sin ILK 


Suitings, shirtings & 4 
dress materials. 


bad i ASHWINIKUMAR & CO., 5,Fancy Lane. 
uwadi, Kalbadevi Road, олу @ House, 3rd floor, 25/32A, Karachi Khana, Kanpur 
NDUSTRIAL CORPORATION 2nd floor. 24, Dharamsingh Market, aunt 
1; Kalbadevi Road, Bombay @ ORIENTAL ENTE ERISES а ADETE ES, 
1 о HARIS „ Mehta Market, 
| Avenue Road Маро d NAHATA & BRÓS., 2nd floor, Babu Bazar. 


удегараа @ S. NA 


elhi 9 
RIAL COR 
bid Road, Hyderabad @ MANULAL B 

Chowk.Wardha € AGARWALS, 1st floor, 


SARA, Opp. Hathwa Market, Bari Path, Patna @ 


ASP/SS/795 


Tinsukia 


anpur 


P 
a 
= 
a 
e 
© 
< 


"^" .  — - Digitized by earayu Foundation Оз, Demand eoarigo 


E 


Super Gwisk 


15:737) 


Stainless 
teel 


Stainless 
Steel 


See? You've got through just over 
half the pack 


Super Swish Silver is hardened by a special 
Process... Нагаех 7 to give you extra-long 
shaving life. What's the guarantee? Look at 


@ ® : 
the Super Swish Silver dispenser. It bears LY LU f 
two great seals of quality... the ISI mark and _ uper UMS, SILVER 
the Centron Mark. That's what your guarantee is. 
no other blade lasts as long. 
E Centron Industrial Alliance Ltd.-Towards eu 


555/79 


Рп 
reto 


xp 


et onn 


by Saraya Foundation Trust, Delhi and eGangotri 


teen t egiracte it setae 


М” | Tomorrow comes sooner these | 
oar days and your needs keep | 


growing too. Provide for those l 
Time Slip S Like additional, ever-growing j 


expenditures the easy and 


Sand Particles effortless way. | 
a Open a Recurring Deposit E 
in An Hour-Glass 22:75:50. honor, 


sum of Rs. 100/- de osd ' 
every month for 63 ionis І 
become Rs. 8061.00 at the ! 


time of maturity. Deposits 
accepted in multiples of Rs. 5/-. 


атк. SEPSIS a EN A MEO 


n 
$ 
3 
Я 


ACCOUNT 
today with 


PNB 


For further details please contact our nearest branch 


e[puny job national bank 


(A Government of India Undertaking) · 
the name you can BANK upon! 


9 


А BAZAR PUBLICATION 
eee ena E OR 


COMMENT 

Opinion 10 

COVER STORY 

The guilty men behind the price rise|Kewal Varma 12 
SUNDAY SPECIAL 


Goa's secret war|Mario Cabral e Sa 42 ; 
INVESTIGATION А 


Sins of а son|A. К. Chakravorty and Udayan Sharma 28 
The mystery of the twinkling star|Rima Kashyap 32 


CONVERSATION 


Mishra case; the other’ sidejArun Ranjan 36 
NEWS 


Raj Narain declares independence|Udayan Sharma 20 
Impact of Urs|Ajoy Bose Р 
Sanjay's modesty|Shubhabrata Bhattacharya 

The curious case of the stolen buffalo!S. P. Premi 
Sheared future|J. M. Menezes 

Funny Money|Mario Cabral e Sa 


SPORTS 


VOLUME 7 | : 
SUNDAY + July 8, 1979 
a . TEE 

Ow "ту: || жне шшш 


چن 


A а NI ади д‏ کن تر 
The country is heading for a first rate economic crisis‏ 
with an annual 29 per cent inflation rate staring it in the‏ 
face. The blame for this must lie on the shoulders‏ 

of an inept and sectarian Finance Minister and his 
Inefficient Cabinet colleagues running the other 
economic Ministries. With the Janata disintegrating, it Is 
everyone for himself and the devil take the poor, says 
KEWAL VARMA. 


The World Cup in pictures 48 
CINEMA 


Khaas Baat 50 5 
VARIETY 


س 


Comic strip : Peanuts 52 

Sundayweek 53 

Chess|Bridge|Stamps|Quiz 55 

This India 57 

Indla Abroad 57 

Humour In real life 57 

Without comment 57 
ee ool 
OTHER DEPARTMENTS 


Comics: Asterix 30 


Kalpana, three times winner of the Karnataka 
Government’s best actress award, died on May 11, 1979 
in mysterious circumstances. While her family has 
suspected foul play, the police reports stated that 

she had committed suicide by taking sleeping pills. 
Others are confused after seeing her diamond ring sans 2 
the stone, wondering if she had swallowed it. pues Wend TA RESE пешеп Pilger 
RIMA KASHYAP investigates. de 3 


f 


Did you know that Goa, 
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the battleground of a 
secret spy war ? About 
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was kidnapped with 
his wife, forced to reveal 
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Better late 


WARS GANDHI’s ouster from Par- 
liament, the breakaway. of her 
once-staunch supporter, Devaraj Urs, 


and MGR’s betrayal of her over 
Thanjavur, are eye-openers enough 
for Mrs Gandhi to realise it is time 
for her to quit politics, Her persis- 
tent political manoeuvring only pro- 
ves the adage: “A woman’s greed 
knows no bounds”, 

M. Dhanapalan, Rourkela. 


NOT only did Kalaignar Karunanidhi 
learn his political craft at Periyar 
EVR's feet ("He learnt his craft at 
E. V. Ramasamy Naicker’s feet", 
June 10) but so too almost every 
other politician in Tamil Nadu, for 


: reasons, 


ason Tamil Nadu politics has 


ich re f 
dera relatively unaffected by natio- 
nal events. The photograph of the 


ief Minister Arignar Annadu- 
Mondo to Anbil Dharmalingam, 
the DMK candidate for the Thanja- 
vur byelection, with Kalaignar 
Karunanidhi was a pleasant surprise. 
V. A. Poonkod$ Selvan, Thiruvatyaru. 


THE Madras astrologer P. T. Sunda- 
ram (“Yes and No", June 10) says : 
"She (Mrs Gandhi) certainly would 
have won in Thanjavur but her vic- 
tory would have created fresh prob- 
lems for her". This 
Statement appears ridiculous without 
any supporting astrological facts. It 
is a pity that Prof Sundaram has not 
noticed the sixth house of. the native, 
a guiding factor which clearly indi- 
cates Mrs Gandhi's inability to con- 
test the byelection. Further, how 
can Saturn, being the Lord of Jus- 
tice, allow the native to escape the 
verdict of.law during his own period? 
M. Bhasker Rao, Lucknow. 


NOT Karunanidhi ("Hush-hush mee- 
tings in Delhi", June 10) but the Urs- 
MGR combine defeated Mrs Gandhi. 
You have given undue  prominence 
to Mr Karunanidhi, in explaining 
why Mrs Gandhi backed out, Mr Ka- 
runanidhi now depends on agitations 
to keep up his popularity. In his in- 
terview ("I am glad I defeated her") 
he complains that MGR had denied 
permission to set up a statue of EVR 
near the Sankaracharya's meth in 
Kanchipuram. This was for good 
Had а statue of EVR been 
erected there, it would definitely 
have offended the Hindus and pro- 
voked a conflict between the Hindus 
and atheist followers of EVR. 
Ramanathan M. S., Tiruninravur. 


ambiguous - 


nidhi to speak about the terror that 
was let loose on the staff of CMG 
Hospital, Vellore and the 
punishment that was awarded to agi. 
tating graduate teachers during his 
rule. Mr Karunanidhi’s political wis. 
dom would never have been doubted 
had he resigned as soon as the Emer. 
gency was declared. But he stayed 
put until he was finally unseated by 
Mrs Gandhi. What is Mr Karuna. 
nidhi’s reply to the charges brought 
forward by C.G.K. Reddy about the 
misuse of power during the Emer. 
gency ? 

S. A. Alagarasamy, Madras, 
MR M. KARUNANID) 
of corruption against 


, 


{ the pot 
calling the kettle black, but а pot 
covered with layers of soot, calling 
the kettle black. It is common 
knowledge that during Mr Karuna- 
nidhi’s tenure as Chief Minister, cor. 
ruption was systematised. One could 
get admitted to a medical or engi. 
neering college by paying a fixed 
bribe. MGR may be a nautanki, but 
he is now Chief Minister, just as a 
grocer's daughter is now Prime Mi. 
nister of Britain; to refer to them 
with such names is in poor tasto. 
A.R.R. Narayanan, Rourkela. 


KARUNANIDHI did nothing to bet- 
ter the lot of farmers during his 
tenure. He raised the price of elec- 
tricity from nine paise to, 16 paise 
per,unit. He was also responsible 
for the rise in rice smuggling and 
the scarcity of rice. in Tamil Nadu. 
MGR, on the other hand, has. been 
trying hard to assuage the hardship 
of farmers, and done fairly well. 

K. Elanthirayan, Madras. 


Fascist ‘culture’ œ 


66 E ambitions of the RSS” 
: (June 10) by Madhu Limaye 
is an eye-opener, Mr Limaye has left 
ı10 stone unturned їо expose the 
shameful role of the RSS, which in 


. recent years has emerged as a threat 


to national integratio 
tegration and develo 
U; ane garb of ODS 

ultura /areness, í i 

lubious role, bo 8 payin 
ways and act as. 
organisation wit 
cist politics. — 


5 5 e the > 
piration trom the 
nski-Carter line, 
5 that the RSS wants 

na because Ame- 
3. This is not de- 

USA ‘tilted’ to- 
x ne the 1971 Indo- 
the RSS support 
so claims the RSS 


A. K 


used Subramaniam Swamy, to deni- 
grate Janata leaders. Considering Mr 
amy’s attacks against Mr Vaj- 
Payee, this would mean the RSS is 
unhappy with the latter. But Mr 
Limaye contradicts himself by stating 
that any criticism of Mr Vajpayee, 
no matter how mild, is resented by 
the RSS, E 
Sudhendu Ranian Pandey, Bhagalpur. 


THE picture showing the RSS chief 
Balasaheb Deoras as a woman. rock- 
ing a baby (Morarji Desai) in her 
arms ("Mother India ?", May 20) is 


uot, as you would have us believe, 
the handiwork of the RSS. The pic- 


ture was made by an ardent socialite 
who had attended the All-India An- 
Етегі Hatao Sammelan at Nagpur. 
The artist had shown he picture to 


“Netaji” (Raj Narain) while he was 


addressing a Press conference. Be- 
Sides, how a picture showing Deoras 
8s a woman would gladden mem. 
bers of the RSS, eludes me. 


. Sharma, Nagpur. 


. Was asked why she was so 


— Kno 


` Bank onhusbands 


SS 5, CHATTOPADHYAYA's 


letter (Opinion, June 10) re. · 


minded me ot my own experience 
wich a similar private bank, with its 
headquarters in Delhi. After taking 


_ all the trouble to. go for the inter- 
view, it was disappointing to see that 


the interviewer had no intention of 
giving me a job at all He asked 
me as to why I needed a job at all 
when my husband was earning en- 
ough to feed me and my child. If 
théy are of the view that girls with 
earning husbands have no right to 
seek jobs, why was this not made. 
clear in the advertisement — itself ? 
Another friend of mine who suffer- 
ed the same fate at an interview 
for a bank officer's job in Bangalore 
greedy 
for more money when her husband 
Was a bank officer himself. It is 
high time women resisted such hu- 
miliation. ; 

R. Devi, Bombay 
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Naughty baby 


О. MATHAI's "Nobel words” 

(Upinion, Jun? 10) was amusing 
enough to be included in "Humour 
in real hte", . Каџу Gandhi, appar- 
ently-a very docile and non-committal 
person, was either asking for some 
reaction from Mathai, which goes to 
credit his sense.of humour, or was 
just being plain honest and dumb іп 
the interview (“Rajiv Gandhi 
wers", May 13), which reflects, as 
Mathai so bluntly put it, the size of 
the brain his head contains. in any 
case, Mathai was provoked. 


Now, this does not speak much of 
the “goodwill that he still retains 
towards Rajiv”, nor does it prove his 
statements about Rajiv in his book 
to be true. On the contrary, it des- 
troys the credibility, of his story. 
Maybe Mathai hoped to get away 
with certain allegations concerning 
Rajiv in his book, not realising that 
Rajiv was no more acry baby and 
had something to say for himself. 
Mr Mathai, one can be sure, was not 
one bit amused. Не was insulted. 
Misali Gupta, Secunderabad 


ik incompetence 


TT is shameful that responsible high- 
ranking officers in the Indian 
Army on whom, depends the security 
of this country, lack competence 
and integrity and do not hesitate 
io bring disaster to their country in 
exchange for wine, women and 
wealth. The extract “Sabotage in the 
1962 war” by Lt Col J. R. Saigal 
(retd) (June 10) should serve as an 
eyeopener ta everyone іп service, 
and every citizen of India. The ex- 
amples of sabotage cited in the ex- 
tract should be inquired into by the 
Government, and the Armed Forces’ 
administration should be cleansed. 
Admittedly, excessive political inter- 


ans- ` 


M. O. MATHAI 
that even for an adult, memory is 
in direct proportion to the size of the 


says in his letter 


brain. Any neuro-surgeon will tell 
you that this is uiter nonsense, that 
no person, however brainy, is likely 
to retain for long, events of a rout- 
ine and inconsequential nature. But 
them, writing nonsense has become a 


` prerogative of Mr Mathai. 


R. Ravichandran, Madras 


ference in the army makes it in- 
effective and irksome, but it should 
not be immune from a system of 
checks and balances, 

Jasvinder Singh, New Delhi. 


LT COL SAIGAL’s historical narra- 
tive, if it can be so called, is an in- 
coherent compound of personal at- 
tacks on commanders, senior and 
junior officers and even NCOs. As a 
former gunner, he takes devilish glee 
in swivelling his gun on all except 
himself. How the amorous acts of 
military intelligence officers, or their 
love for booze, can be the subject 
matter of the NEFA debacle is be- 
yond our comprehension, А 

Jahan Das and Kartick Chandra Das, 
Calcutta. 


First languag 


EELAKANT PATRI’s article 

“North Eastern States take up 
the cudgels" (May 6) helps to focus 
attention on the indispensability of 
English as an essential „language in 
India. English besides being the mo- 
ther.tongue of several thousand In- 


.dians, is also the de faoto official and 


academic language. Again, English is 
almost the mother tongue of those 
living in the North Eastern States, 
who are confronted with a choice 
between a number of undeveloped 
dialects and English.We should accord 
English its legitimate status. 


. €. О. Sadasivan, Trivandrum ^ 


IF: AFTER so many years of Indepen- 
dence, a few.tribal groups do not 
learn a language recognised in the 
Constitution, it certainly isn’t the 
fault of- the Government, I am not 
aware of the number of years Mr 
Patri has spent in the North Eastern 


Sates, but as one who has lived here 


Illustration /Ahi Bhusan Malik 


for four decades, І can say that not- 
withstanding English becoming the 
“official language”, it is used only by 
the elite and not by the masses. 

B. K. Mandal, Bongatgaon 


THE attitude of the West Bengal 
Government towards English is fast 
becoming an enigma. On May 9, 1977, 
I attended the Rabindra Purashkar 
awards ceremony. The gathering was 
addressed by, among others, Mr Jyo- 
ti Basu and Prof Sambhu Ghosh. 
While Mr Basu explained the need 
for the introduction of Bengali at all 
levels, with which I agree, Prof Ghosh 
expresscd his unhappiness at the fact 
that Bengalis: very often use English 
while talking. Yet, he praised the 
attempts of a foreigner, Dr Dusan 
Zbavitel, to master the language of 
Tagore and Nazrul. I fail to under- 
stand his logic. If we praise a foreign- 
er for. learning our language, we 
must also praise a Bengali for learn- 
ing a foreign language, 
Rathindranath Chattopadhyay, Calcut- 
ta. TY 
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Generally absurd _ 


e 
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T 
L impossible (“Are ls above 
the law?", May 20). A’ er 
his misdemeanour, m 
Пе 


Armed Forces 
their views. 


advocating free sex, journalists 
tolling the virtues of instant gra! 
fication," luminaries preaching urine 
therapy; but when a cranky brasshat 
makes a stupid comment, why t 
dickens can't it be ignored ? 

Mr Bhupesh Gupta should not be 
unaware that in the USSR Party 
membership is encouraged in the 
Forces (which are, albeit sectarian, — 
politicised all the same). Yet when | 
he goes into tantrums over an 
inconsequential utterance from a per- 
son who is intellectually even more 
inconsequential, surely he does not 
show hfs professed concern ft 
fundamental human rights! Neither 
does the Government, nor does Ajoy | 
Bose. 2 : P 1 
Brig Gopal Bose (retd.), Madhupur. _ 


A stinker d 


F RAJNEESH finds the culture of | 
Hune süfling (“Pune stinks, Jung 

10) he is welcome to quit the city. 
‘He is a hypocrite who ‘professes the 
.anti-culture of degeneration in the - 
name of spiritualism to unassuming = — 
westerners, but has failed to impress | 
the local population. The hypocrite 
in him stands exposed when he per- _ 
sists in his harangues against the - 
heritage of the country on its very 
soil. - Only the refined cultural an- | 
cestry of the city, and the country, 
prevents people from throwing drop:  - 
оці like him out of India. 
P. G. Vijairaghavan and К. Krishnan, 
Pune. р" 


Religious killing 
THANKS to Associated Press for 
the exclusive photographs of exe- — 
cutions in Iran* (“Iran executes”, 
June 10) under the regime of the 1 
ligious leader Ayatollah Ruholl 
Khomeini, who was called the “ 
of Iran". 
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; country is beginning 
to pay the price. Two 
years of total mismanage- 
ment and reckless econo- 
mic policies have brought 
the day of reckoning for 
the Janata Party very near. The dry 
powder of an economic crisis has 
been accumulating for quite some 
time. But it has been left to Chau- 
dhury Charan Singh to ignite the 
powder with his archaic, parochial 
"Baghpet" economic philosophy. In 
the last four months during which 
he has been the country's Finance 
Minister, the annual rate of inflation 
has been 29 per cent. The officia! 
wholesale price index increased from 
183 on February 10 to 200.6 on June 
9: a 9.6 per cent increase in four 
months. During the corresponding pe 
riod last year, the index increased 
by merely 1.2 per cent, from 181.4 
to 184.6, proving that the current 
price increase is not seasonal. Nor is 
it just a coincidence that the present 
inflationary bout started within two 
weeks of Charan Singh becoming the 
Finance Minister. If the present {rend 
is not tempered, Charan Singh will 
have gifted to the country a record 
inflation. What is worse is that it isa 
риге and simple man-made inflation. 

The main cause of the present in- 
flation is that too much money is 
chasing too few goods and the ex- 
cessive expansion in money supply 
has been caused by huge budgetary 
deficits. In the first two years of 
Janata rule, the total budgetary defi- 
cits added up to Rs 2,525 crores 
(This does not include the Rs-555 
crores of accumulated deficits by the 
States.) In the current financial year 
of Chaudhury Charan Singh's re- 
gime, measures taken by the Central 
and State Governments so far have 
created a built-in budgetary deficit of 
‘over Rs 2,500 crores. This consists of 
about Rs 1,570 crores of uncovered 
gap in the Central budget and Rs 700 
crores due to increase in prices of 
imported crude and petroleum pro- 
ducts and various wage increases 
granted so far. In addition to this 
yawning budgetary deficit, the total 
market borrowings of the Central 
Government are planned to increase 
by Rs 200 crores this year. Unless 
credit to the private sector is further 
cut. the increased market borrowings 


-Hazratganj. Lucknow 
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are invariably financed by created 
moncy. 

In fairness to the Janata, it must 
bc said that it inherited a highly mis- 
managed monetary economics from 
the previous Indira regime. Mrs Gan- 
dhi's 1975 anti-inflationary package, 
though draconian and highly iniqui- 
tous, did restore equilibrium and or- 
der in the economy. The oil shock 
was also absorbed. In itself, it was a 
great economic feat, with few para- 
llels in the non-socialist, non-oil-pro- 
ducing world. But then came the 
Emergency and with it the emer- 
gence of Sanjay. He laid down the 
ou:lines of the 1976 budget, which 
was the most irresponsible budget in 
the fiscal history of the country. In- 
stead of mobilisation, there was in 
fact demobilisation of resources. The 
only mobilisation of resources under- 
taken in the Emergency year of 1976 
was a futile search for hidden gold 
in a Jaipur fort. 

As a result of the ‘Sanjay budget’ 
all the so-called economic gains ef 
the Emergency were wiped oul. The 
money supply expansion which was 
contained by the 1975  anti-inflation 
package, again started getting out of 
hand. It increased from 11.3 per cent 
in 1975-76 to 20.3 per cent in 1976- 
77. The Janata Government made 
only a half-hearted ` attempt to 
bring the situation under control. 
The rate of the money supply expan- 
sion in 1977-78 was about 17 per cent, 
and this went up to 18 per cent in 
1978-79. If the current economic po- 
licies continue, the money supply 
expansion in the current year could 
be about 25 per cent. In the mean 
lime, the accumulated heat of unin- 
terrupted excessive money supply 
expansion of the last three years has 
already started displaying its after- 
effects in the shape of 29 per cent 
annual rate of inflation. 


But why have prices s'arted rising 
only now when the money supply 
has been expanding for the last 
three years? The answer js simple; 
it has been given by the Janata 
Party President Chandrashekhar him: 
self: “There is a crisis of confidence 
in the country”. The Janata Govern: 
ment has lost its credibility. More 
than anything else, it has lost on 
the psychological front. As a result, 
an inflationary psychology has grip- 
ped the country. In economic terms, 
the inflationary psychology incerases 
the velocity of money i.e. the rate of 
circulation of money. Excessive ex: 
Pansion in money supply with acce- 
lerated circulation of money com- 
pounds its inflationary impact. Under 

_the inflationary psychology every- 
body, the consumer, the trader and 
the manufacturer, tends to hoard, 
obviously, according to their respec- 
tive capacities, This only accentuates 
artificial shortages and further stokes 
the fire of inflation. 

u Fhe man-made shortages are fur- 

aer compounded by a virtual total 
collapse of public sector management 
in the Key economic sectors of rail- 

Ways, coal, power, ports and scel. 
l'hough all are under one Govern- 
ment, we Witness the strange specta- 

cle of one 


ndira Purie 


department blaming the = «emenda 
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If the present course is 
not tempered  Charan 
Singh will have gifted to 
the economy a record 
inflation of 30 per cent 
or more. 


other. The railways 
they do not have 
power, the coal people complain tha! 
they are being let down by the rail- 


complain that 
sufficient coal Rnd 


Ways, and power stations complain 
that they are not getting coal and 
the railways are not doing their job. 
For the past nine months, a monito- 


ring sub-committee of the Cabinet 
їз supposed to be going into the 
problems of these sectors. Apart 


from asking various departments to 
put up notes, it has done pretty 
little. In the mean time, the vicious 
circle is becoming more and more 


vicious, holding the whole country to 
ransom. 


Railways 


What's wrong with each of these 
sectors? Let's take them one by one. 
The railways carried 212.6 million 
tonnes of freight in 1976-77. In the 
first year of the Janata rule it came 
down to 210:8 million tonnes, and in 
the second year to 198.9 million 
tonnes. The beginning made in the 
third year indicates that there wil] 
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is securing his trade union base 
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be a further 
the railways are 
illustrated than by quoting the latest 
Press handout of the Ministry of 
Railways. It says : “Various factors, 
mostly beyond the control of the 
railways, affected rail operations re- 
sulting in loss of revenue-earning 
traffic during April, 1979, the first 
mon'h of the current financial year. 
Mechanical breakdown in the Central 
India and Talcher coalfields, labour 


slump. How helpless 


strikes in certain Bengal-Bihar col- 
lieries, shortage of power in the 


washeries affecting movement of raw 
coal to the steel plants, breakdown 
of reclaimers at Bacheli for about 10 
days and accumulation of ore stocks 
at Vizag port restricting loading 
po'ential for movement of iron ore 
for export, and immobilisation of 
2.000 wagons for more than a fort- 
night in the Jamshedpur area ол 
account of disturbances, were some 
of the factors. Rail operation in the 
eastern sector remained interrupted 
on account of various agitations and 
wild-cat s'rikes by the railway staff. 
As a result of these factors, the 
railways moved only -15.21 million 
tonnes of the originating revenue- 
earning freight traffic during April, 
1979.-as against 17.06 million tonnes 
moved during April, 1978. The ap- 
proximate number of passengers 
booked in the month of April, 1979. 
was 256 millions, a drop of 46.64 
millions compared to April, 1978. 
Both suburban and non-suburban 
traffic registered a drop, the former 
by 19.9 per cent and the latter by 
10.5 per cent over the corresponding 
month of last year”. : 


B 


cannot be better ^ - 


` Drop, drop, 
drop `` 


Now, power. Afler West Bengal, 
is Maharashtra’s turn, and as a 
= result, the country's two most indus- 
trialised S: ates are afflicted with a 
power crisis. God forbid, but if the 
rains are inadequate, practically the 
whole country will become West 
Bengal and Maharashtra. Fears that 
1979 will be a year of darkness in 
the event of a monsoon failure, are 
based on the performance of thermal 
power stations last year. The gene- 
ration of eleciricity of thermal power 
stations in 1978-79 increased by only 
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2.8 per cent. The latest bulletin of 
- the Central Electricity Authority 
admits : “The plant load factor of 


thermal stations, including nuclear, 
$ during 1978-79 declined to about 
48.4 per cent from the 1977-78 level 
ОЕ 50.8 per cent". The maintenance 

and coal supplies to thermal stations 
have further deteriorated. As а re 
sult, there is no hope of reversing 
А the downward trend in the perfor- 
“mance of the thermal stations. In a 
way, the Janata has been very luckv. 
There have been good monsoons and, 
= asa result, the generation of hydel 
power increased by 23.9 per cent in 
.1978-79. "This covered the shortfalls 
in thermal stations. If luck does 
t favour the country this year, 


generating ЖЛ of 3022 MW has 
E added during 1978- 79. But the 


_ power engineers, ‘not more than 1800 
MW new capacity is ready for com: 
missioning this year. 


In coal, about Rs. 1.100 crores of 
new investment has been made in 


INDUSTRIAL 


PRODUCTION s FOREIGN 


EXCHANGE 
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the last five years. This is m TUE 
tion 10 Rs. 400 to Rs. 500 Crores. 
accumulated losses in this p 
But where has this additional invest 
ment gone? The production M 1c 
last three to four years has been 
hovering round 100 million tonnes. 
Por the last three. years, coal produc- 
tion targets have been revised down: 
wards almost every six months. 

In steel, there was, absolute de. 
cline in production in all the inte- 
grated бе plants. except , Bokaro 
during 1978-79. If production did 
nol fall in Bokaro, it was because it 
was commissioned last year and its 
production cannot. but pick up gra- 
dually. In April last, it was decided 
to deliberately cut the steel produc- 
lion by eight per cent to build up 
coal stocks: for the monsoon period. 
But in the last three months, despite 
the cut in steel — production, coal 
stocks at steel plants increased by 
only 13,000 tonnes. Since coal move- 
ment inevitably slows down during 
the rainy season, it is feared that 
with the available coal stocks, the 
steel production will have to be cut 
drastically in the coming months. As 
regards ports, at one time as тапу 
as 120 ships were waiting on the high 
seas as they were not getting berths 
at ports. 


Inefficient, 
г inexperienced 
s ministers 


The collapse of the public sector 
infrastructure can be traced to the 
ШОШО and inexperience of Jana- 
ta Ministers managing these depart- 
ments. The only · administrative 
experience the Energy Minister 
Ramachandran has is that of a 
housekeeper at Kamaraj's residence. 
It is said that he was very good in 


SELECTED ECONOMIC INDICATORS 
ОГ Шин [йн | 


INCOM 18012 


aom) IN CRORES 


Т 


CONSUMER 
(1560: 100) 


60000 


200 


making coffee for Kamaraj's chosen 
friends. Before he became Mini 
al the Centre, Ramachandran did 
not even have the experience of 
managing a municipality. But in 
this world, blind loyally to great men 
pays. 

Now Madhu Dandavaie is a goody 
goody soft socialist. He — promises 
everything to everybody, and cannot 
say "no" to anybody. In the first 
flush of Janata's enthusiasm he got 


all those involved during the 1974 
railway strike reinstated. A strict 
disciplinarian like Morarji Desai 


could not stop this; and this affected 
the morale of railway officers and 
bred further indiscipline. Gradually, 
Morarji became desperate. — Like 
King Lear, his, whole wrath came 
down on the innocents—in this case, 
the Railway Board chairman K. 8, 
Rajan. When Dandavate demurred, 
Morarji told him : "Either you go or 
Rajan will go." Rajan went. "This 
has further damaged the morale of 
railway officers. 

Ravindra Varma was quite success- 
ful in labour management as long ag 
the CPI(M) was playing ball with the 
Janata. But now the Marxists аге 
becoming militant, adding to the 
headaches of Varma. And he has 
been stabbed in the Баск by some of 
his own colleagues, like George Fer- 
nandes, who have started instigating 


labour. As a result, Ravindra 
Varma’s effectiveness as a Labour 
Minister has reduced considerably. 


In his helplessness, 
his Cabinet colleagues : "Et tu, 
Brutus”. And what can one say 
about Chand Ram. Coming from 
landlocked Haryana, he, perhaps, 
saw a ship for the first time after 
he became the Union Shipping 
Minister. 

But of the Ministers of the econo- 
my, Biju Patnaik is the biggest 
disappoiniment. As Orissa Chief 
Minister, he had earned һе 
reputation of being a good 
administrator, particularly in the 
sphere of economic develop- 
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ment, But as Steel Minis'er, 
he has proved to be a bluffer and a 
braggart. It seems that he has no 
heart in the Steel Ministry; perhaps 
the Ministry is too small for his ego, 

However, perhaps more than the 
inefficiency and inexperience of indi- 
vidual Ministers, it is the collective 
incompatibility of the Janata  coali- 
tion which is mucking up the 
economy. With the Janata withering 
away al a growing pace, each consti- 
tuent and each top Minister is in a 
great hurry and has become 
desperate to consolidate his mass 
base. If the Janata breaks up. which 
it will, George Fernandes, for 
instance, will have to fall back on 
trade unions to survive politically. 
The Jana Sangh depends on traders, 
and Charan Singh on kulaks. In 
fact, this 


free-for-all game was 
started in its worst form by Chau- 


dhury Charan Singh when he became 
the Finance Minister and, of course, 
the Deputy Prime Minister also. In 
his budget, he offered windfall gains 
fo kulaks at the cost of urban people. 
Against all economic rationale and 
advice of the Planning Commission, 
he abolished ali duties on fertilisers, 
power tillers and PVC pipes for irri- 
gation, and reduced duties on diesel 
for pump sets. 

Subsequent to the budget, Charan 
Singh most skilfully used the credit 
instruments and his authority over 
other economic Ministries to transfer 
Pains to his rich farmer constituents. 
Charan Singh comes from the heart- 
land of the sugar-growing districts 
of western UP. He seems to have 
en'ered into an unwritten under- 
standing with sugar magnates that 
he would enable them to earn mas- 
Sive profits provided they paid high 


prices to growers. Thus, when he 
became the Finance Minister, the 
wholesale price index of sugar, 


khandsari and gur was 130; now it 
has crossed 190. All in four months. 
The sugar industry was given most 
liberal bank credits. This created 
the holding capacity in the industry. 
Simultaneously, the sugar syndicate, 
despite massive production, regulated 
ihe sugar supplies in such a manner 
as led to the rigging of the retail 
sugar prices. When the sugar syn- 
dicate was manipulating the prices, 
the Government became a passive 
Specta:or. In fact, Bhanu Pratap 
Singh, a dyed-in-the-wool kulak and 
Chaudhury protege, proved too smart 
for his senior, Sardar Surjit . Singh 
Barnala, and for all practical purpo- 
Ses controls the Food Ministry which 
15 in charge of the sugar department. 
It is only now that the Government 
has taken over the monthly releases 
of sugar. But the sugar syndicale 
Still wields considerable influence 
over the sugar controller's office. 
As in the case of sugar, the whole- 
Sale price index of edible oils in the 
last four months increased from 149 
lo 172. First, in his budget, Charan 
Singh announced a basic customs 
duty of 12.5 рег cent on imported 
palm oil, rapeseed oil, soyabean oil, 
sunflower oil and palmolive oil. This 
set in motion a price rise іп 
edible oils. Also, tankers bringing 


| whole country will be- 
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God forbid, but if the 
rains are inadequate, the 


come West Bengal and 
Maharashtra, power-star- 
ved. The Energy Ministry 
is trying to live through 
the crisis through bluffs. 
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imported edible oils were not accor- 
ded priority and were not given 
berths in ports for weeks together. 
ТЕ is worth investigating who cons- 
pirated in this delay. This was 
enough to create an artificial scarcity 
of edible oils. ; 
Charan Singh's pro-kulak bias 
knows no limits. He has now put a 
ceiling of Rs. 100 crores on the food- 
for-work programme for the current 
year. This programme is, perhaps, 
the only positive economic achieve- 
ment of the Janata. Even though it 
wae conceived and made possible by 
the previous Government, the credit 
for implementation certainly goes to 
the Janata. Despite leakages and 
corruption in the. programme, it pro- 
vides employment and increases the 
wage level of agricultural workers. 
It is catching up in a big way. Apart 
from pushing up the wage levels of 
agricultural workers, it has reduced 
their abject dependence on rich 
farmers. Agricultural workers and 
Marginal farmers conserve food from 
the quota they receive under the 
programme; as a result, they will not 
have to go to village moneylenders 
and rich farmers for food in the lean 
season at “any price” — either in 


cash or in kind. This is enough to |, 


‘enrage kulaks. So they have nipped 
the programme in the bud. When 


the food stocks have swelled to 22 ^ 
million tonnes — experts think that _ 
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rains and be eaten by rodents rather 
than by the hungry millions in the 
rural area. After all, American 
kulaks also either keep their land 
fallow or burn their grains in the 
fields rather than wipe out hunger 
in the developing countries. 

Earlier, the widening budgetary 
gaps did not deter Charan Singh 
from increasing the subsidy on ferti- 
liser. Now, he is increasing the sub: 
sidy on food. With the big increase 
in productivity, the cost of produc: 
tion of agricultural commodilies has 
come down this year. Yet, the pro: 
vurement prices of wheat have been 
increased, and of rice and cotton are 
being increased in the teeth of oppo: 
sition from the Planning Commission. 
The Agricultural Prices Commission, 
which recommends these increases, 
is packed with kulaks and is heade 
by a kulak-oriented administrator, 
Avtar Singh Khaloon; there is no 
representative of consumers in . this 
commission. The Finance Ministry, 
which normally should play the role 
of a moderator in such cases, is open- 
ly aiding these moves even though 
in the process it is making its task of 
fiscal and monetary management 
more difficult. Charan Singh’s keen- 
ness to help middle and rich farmers 
is so strong that he recently raised 
the limit of Government subsidy for 
installing irrigation pumps from 
acre holdings to 10-acre holdings. 


A free for all 


When Chaudhury Charan Singh is 
so unabashedly using his govern: 
mental position to shower undesery- 
ed windfall gains on his constituency, 
which by no stretch of imagination 
belongs to the weaker sections of the 
society, he has no moral authority 
to deny the same privilege to his 
other Ministerial colleagues and 
constituents of the Janata Party, 
The Jana Sangh has started insti- 
gating traders to demand abolition 
of sales tax. „Why should traders 
pay sales tax, when reports reaching 
ا اسم‎ 
Ravindra Varma 
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Of the Ministers of the 
Economy  Biju Patnaik 
is the biggest disappo- 
intment. As Steel Minis- 
ter he has proved to be 
a bluffer and a braggart. 
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Delhi indicate that їп many parts 
rich farmers are not paying land 
revenue because they feel they have 
their own Government? It is report. 
ed that they are nol returning loans 
of cooperative banks since the 
supreme bank in the country, namely 
the Reserve Bank, is now under the 
control of their leader, Charan Singh, 

Earlier, when the Gujarati mafia 
had  monopolised all the critical 
economic instruments, it also follow. 


ed the axiom : charity begins at 
home. The Gujarati's lust for gold is 
well known. They had an eye on 


the nation's gold stocks built with 
the sweat and tears of the people, 
The former Finance Minister, H. M. 
Patel, auctioned gold to reduce prices, 
But with every auction, the gold 
price went up and the country, on a 
very conservative estimate, lost Rs, 
50 crores. Anybody with any know- 


ledge of international economics 
should have known that with the 
erosion of confidence in the dollar, 


and the proposed official restoration 
of gold contribution in the European 
monelary system, the international 
prices of gold would inevitably go 
up, and this would inevitably have 
an effect on domestic prices of gold 
in India. But who bothers about the 
nation’s interest and  disinterested 
intelligent projections, when money- 
making by policy makers and their 
friends is the primary motivation? 


In this free-for-all atmosphere, 
organised and unionised seclions of 
employees, both white collared and 
blue collared, cannot be expected to 
remain far behind. More so when 
they have such a vocal and irrepres- 
sible political patron 'as ‘George 
Fernandes in the Cabinet. Bank 
employees іп particular made a 
mockéry of the feeble attempts to 
evolve a wage policy. At first, 
Morarji showed his impotent anger. 
He threatened to issue an ordinance 
to ban bank strikes. But his Cabinet 


colleagues, responsive to urban 
middle class pressure, browbeat him 
and bank employees got what 


they were demanding. Then Charan 
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Dr Raj Krishna, a member of the 
Planning Commission since 1977, 
has becn an important spokesman 
of the Janala Government’s over- 
all economic policies. At the turn 
of the year he extolled the Gov- 
ernmenl's good economic house- 
keeping in u long newspaper arti- 
cle. A brief six months later the 
tide has turned dramatically. and 
1 is an altogether more defensive 
Dr Krishna who answers AJOY 
BOSEL's questions. 


. |What are the causes of 
| jinflation and what are the 
prospects if the present 
policies continue? 

A: There has been an 
unnecessary controversy 
whether the budget caused the 
inflation or not. In any country 
inflation is caused by three basic 
reasons 1 the cost push factor, the 
demand pull factor and scarcity. 
Fortunately we have not had very 
much scarcity. But the cost push 
factors have become very strong 
because of the recent increase in 
prices of petroleum products, 
cement, steel, etc. There is also 
some increase in indirect taxes 
because of the last budget. On 
the demand pull side, the main 
cause of concern is the 18- per 
сеп! increase in-the supply of 
moncy in the last year; partly due 
to the very large Government defi- 
cit of Rs 1,400 crores. So the 
present inflation is due to cost 
push factors and demand pull tac- 
tors. Which factor is stronger is, 
{ think, a largely academic ques- 
tion, because from the policy point 
of view, both should be attacked. 

Q: What are the components of 
the anté-inflationary package sug- 
gested by you? 

A: We have basically. recon: 
mended four measures. First, the 
rate of growth of the money sup- 
ply should be brought down to 10 
per cent, particularly by squeezing 
commercial credit given to traders. 


But the productive credit flow 
should be maintained. Second, 
the non-developmental expendi- 


ture of the ‘Central Government 
should be cut down by at least 10 
per cent.. Third, the bank in- 
terest rate ‘should be. raised from 
nine per cent to 10 per cent and 
Other interest rates should also 
e raised upwards. And finally, 
the prices of four essential com- 
modities, grams, sugar, edible oil 
and common varieties of cloth 
must not be allowed to rise at all. 
Zero inflation in all these com- 


because tbe 
/ i either have 
buffer stocks or import these com- 


modities is possible 
Goverment сап 


modities. It is absolutely impor- 
tant that these prices are not 
allowed to rise. Further, increases 
jn administered prices should be 
postponed and partial increases in 
ihe price of coal, petroleum: pro- 
ducts, rice and cotton which Have 
been proposed, should be postpon- 
ed until the price situation has 
stabilised. 

Q: Will the Government really 
Lake. up these measures? 

A: Well, out of the package, it 
seems that the Reserve Bank of 
India is already ‘Squeczing credit 
arid the Government has also taken 
action to bring down the market 
price of sugar and also started re- 
leasing more edible oil in the open 
market. But, so far there has been 
no action to raise interest rates. 
And no substantial action is being 
contemplated to reduce поп-аеус- 
lopmental expenditure. This is 
very necessary because we feel 
that if the Government deficit con- 
tinues to be large it will not be 
possible for the RBI to reduce the 
growth of the money supply. The 
Government should also be careful 
not to raise the prices of coal, rice, 
petroleum products and cotton 
even if they are necessary. 

But do you think that the 
Janata Government has the politi: 
cal will to implement the whole 
package? 


A: No. I don't think it is 
possible. This is because of politi- , 
cal reasons. Any of the proposed 


. expenditure cuts will adversely 


affect some interests. All these 
interests have strong representa- 
tion in the Government. For in- 
stance, agricultural subsidies can- 
not be cut and probably subsidies 
for some agricultural products will 
be raised, Similarly, staff emolu- 
ments have also to be raised. De- 
fence expenditure will probably 
not be reviewed, The expenditure 
on prohibition will also have to be 
incurred. All these expenditures 
cannot be cut because of political 
reasons. 

Q. What would then be the 
effect of the antiinflationary pac- 
kage? 

„А: Well, it would be like admi- 
nistering half the required dose 
to the patient. The easier medicine 
like credit saueeze and supply 
management of essential commo- 
dities will be administered. But 
the more difficult medicine, name- 
ly cutting down of non-develop- 
mental expenditure- and the rai- 
sing of interest rates. would not 
be possible. 

Q: What then are the prospects 
and which sectton of the popula- 
tion would be htt by the inflation? 

A: Well, the rate of inflation 
will rise to 12 per cent n this 
financial year. And as in all in- 
flationary situations, it will be the 
agricultural labourers, factor 
workers, fixed salary earners—all 
whose incomes do not rise with 
prices—who will be hit the worst. 
Wbereas manufacturers and Dust 
nessmen will gain since their in- 
comes rise with prices. Some big 
tarmers will also gain if agri- 
cultural prices rise; — es 

О. What effect will this infla- 
tion have on the plan and the 
growth prospects of the country? 

A: Inflation will force the Goy- 
ernment to spend more and more 
money on non-developmental items 
and less on planned projects. In- 
flation is always regressive, It does 
not increase the rate of invest- 
ment nor does it help the growth 
prospects of the country. © 
. Q: How desperate do you think 
is the situation? ү 

A: Fortunately, we have э food 
buffer stock of 22 million tonnes. 
and foreign exchange reserves of 
Rs 9,000 crores. This makes jt. 
casier for the present Government 
to deal with the situation than 
was the case in the early seventics. 
The situation is bad but we will 
survive. 
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Singh tried to be firm and said that 
in the public sector he would not let 
wages increase by more than the 10 
per cent ceiling fixed by the Bureau 
of Public Enterprises. 
mean time, coal miners demonstrated 
their unity through 
“and threatened an indefinite strike. 


But in 


a token strike 


INDEX 


RS 


\Chaudhury Charan Singh, 


This unnerved the 


Twelve hours before the 


increase in the coal miners 
the This has opened the 
wage explosion and the 


wage policy of the Janata 
ment is in a shambles. 
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Government. 
strike was 
to s'art, it conceded an 18 per cent 


floodgates 


Now a big fuss is being made oy 
the bonus for railwaymen. George 
Fernandes has made it clear that he 
will remain in the Government only 
if railwaymen get bonus. Tf he goes 
out of the Government, he will make 
things impossible for the Govern. 
ment. at least through the railways, 
who has 
been opposing bonus, perhaps realis. 
es this. So he is entering into 
competitive radicalism with George, 
In his letter to the Prime. Minister, 
he has said that if bonus is given to 
railwaymen, it cannot be denied to 
employees of other departmental 
undertakings and State and Central 
Governments, including the security 
forces. This will cost Rs. 600 crores 
per annum to the: exchequer. In ad. 
dition, the sudden countrywide police 
revolt cannot but lead to a hefty 
increase in their wage bill : Punjab, 
with its panicky response, has al 
ready set the pacc in this regard. 
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One of the most serious failings of 
the Janata has been the reemergence 
of blackmarketing during its regime. 
In the last two years, more than Rs. 
200 crores of black money must have 
been generated through blackmarket- 
ing. And in commodities for which 
the Great Socialist George is respon- 
sible. Paper is openly selling at 
treble the controlled price, cement at 
double the price, tyres and tubes at 
50 per cent higher. Steel prices in 
the open market are 50 per cent 
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T Charan Singh (here addressing the kisan rally) is openly partial to his electoral Базе 
Qs 
+ higher than those fixed by the Go- which is becoming scarce and costly. prepared by his colleague, Mohan 
ngs of vernment, and soda ash is selling at This “more” is sugar, edible oil, Dharia. ; 
pend about 70 per cent higher than fixed cloth, a house etc. When the current There is now much talk of an 
euer by manufacturers. Тһе value of wave of wage explosion runs its full  antiinflationary package. When 
m Bs property and gold has shot up by 100 course, this "more" will be increas- national interests are suborbinated 
have per cent in the last two years. Cot-  ingly sucked into the whirlpool of , to sectional interests, God alone can 
et ton prices have come down, but -hyper-inflation. The Government is Save the country. In fact, even the 
ч, cotton textile prices have gone up. also caught between the devil and sectional gains are illusory, since 
ип Traders, emboldened by their politi: (һе deep sea on the question of sooner rather than later they are 
espon- cal power, are indulging in black- increasing the prices of coal and eaten away by inflation. In this free- 
g at marketing with impunity. And our petroleum products to economic  for-all situation, the only sufferers 
ent at George is not raising even his little Jevels. If their prices are increased will be the unorganised majority. of- 
es at finger. Perhaps this is the price he now, it will only add to the inflation- the Indian people, and the future 
es in is paying for seeking Jana Sangh агу psychology. If the increases are generation. Inflation will eat into the 
cent support to dislodge Devi Lal. Mr. postponed, budgetary deficits will in- growth potential. What makes the 
= Fernandes cannot keep his credibility crease further, and this will also situation grave is that as in 1974-75, 
V1 with empty threats alone. Only lately increase inflationary potentials even economic and political crises have 
YS he came out against the rising com- їп the short-term. In the mean time, converged. The Janata Party is at 


munal violence but the next day , Chaudhary Charan Singh is so supre- breaking point: the political and 
| took back a lot of what he had said. mely unconcerned with the plight of moral authority of the Goyernment 
- The finance ministry remains most the consumers that he has said that is at the lowest ebb; the police are 
57 | complacent. It has become a victim he cannot guarantee bank credits to revolting, communal riots have  bro- 
Ge of its own propaganda that the bud- launch the public distribution scheme Кеп! out. and the sensitive north- 
bs get has caused an increase of only east region is in rouble again. 2 
bos 0.8 per cent in the price index. It is m URS this siluation, a political crisis will: 
EUR OE to deceive itself that with |The only administrative | feed on үе есопотїс ты and vice: 
foreign exchange reserves and the | versa. There are very disconcerting 
food stock, there is nothing much to experience the Energy esigns. In the wake of the police re- 
worry about. But with congestion in | Minister has is that of a volt and the mounting economic 
ports, it may not be possible to K T crisis, Morarji has declared that he 
arrange timely imports. Also, the housekeeper at Kamaraj's cannot effectively govern the coun- 
residence. It is said he 
was very good at making: 
coffee. 


international ^ price of practically Be MERE aie puc 
every commodity is higher than the country indeed needs a ‘Veer-Abhi- 
domestic price. In other words, the Tanya? to break un tb OO NN 
greater the imports, the higher will vyooha’. Alas, 84-year-old. Могаг is 
h the imported inflation. Also, not equal to the task. He is leading 
snortages of some non-tradeables, i.e. a most incompatible and disorgani- 
items which cannot be imported, like sed team. Behind the facade of a 
power and transport, are becoming Strongman’ Morarit о 
БЕ ры. Alter some те Û N O compromises to continue aS Prime 
titio. ossible to import unlimited quan: Minister. In 1975, the anti-inflationary 
crude to met ae abet in ада package’ resolved" the economie 
Gh Y 7 crisis * Љу placing additional 
gards food, dt is true that even with burdens on salaried classes and peja 
one dro sanity. The burdens were most ua: 
| MS ee T nde хе should ae 55 equally distributed, but the country's 
` are entering a phase where “not by economy was saved. Somebody has; 
bread alone" wil] be literally true. À ТӨ АК Ше sacrifices DUE pur 
Starving man does not revolt. He п! ip Abs Janata, w Qn о һе 
submits to his fate, Only a man will h : t ES dec 5. es hi 
with something in his stomach de- will have h е SACK 7 as e fne 
mands more. And it is that “more” economy. But w onw A 
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AJ NARAIN must surely be the 
most underestimated politician in 
the country. And the blame fore 
this must, to an extent, be shared by 
Mr Raj Narain himself: His colour- 
ful hyperbole and dramatic style do 
not exactly conform to the middle 
class notion of a "respectable" politi- 
cian, who is expected to be sober, 
thoughtful, committed and possibly 
honest too. In fact, the only -adjec- 
tive that does not apply to Raj 
Narain from that list is “sober” : the 
others fit him. Not merely this: 
Raj Narain has played a crucial role 
in the recent political history of this 
country. One is referring not only to 
his singular victory over Mrs Gandhi, 
first in the law courts, then on the 
ctoral battlefield. On crucial occa- 
ns, Raj Narain has acted as the 
(catalyst, the mover of events that 
| have had significant consequences. 
! Once again, this might happen. 
à June has been an important month 
Wor Mr Raj Narain, and perhaps it 
wąs a sense of history that made him 
20 ' 
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resign from the Janata Party on June 
23. It was an interesting time. In 
the South, Mr Devaraj Urs was get- 
ting ready to leave Mrs Gandhi, and 
Set in motion .an effort to provide 
an alternative to both the discredi- 
ted Janata Party and the discarded 
Congress(I). The North was in a 
mess. The Jana Sangh-Congress(0) 
Ministry in Bihar was already in 
trouble; Ram Sunder Das was still 
unable to form a Government. The 
anti-RSS forces in Bihar were wait- 
ing to pounce. And in Haryana, the 
battle between the Jana Sangh and 
the anti-RSS factions of the Janata 
Party was coming to a head. Rajas- 
than was unsteady, AIl over, in fact, 
what might broadly be called the 
Pro and’ anti-RSS sections of the 
Janata Party were fighting with an 
acrimony they had never exhibited in 
the past, a passion that would surely 
make it impossible for them to co- 
operate in the future (although, of 
course, nothing can be ruled out in 
the corrupt political climate that ex- 
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ists in the country). 

By the end of the month, the com- 
ing split in the Janata was even 
clearer. George Fernandes, who had 
been calmly ignoring the RSS menace 
at the expense of all he had stood, 
for, came out with an anti-RSS state- 
ment. And Chandrashekhar, whose 
affection for his Prime Minister had 
reached such proportions, finally rea- 
lised that there was a crisis in the 
country, and the Prime Minister 
was responsible for it. Bahuguna 
Issued a statement against the RSS. 
and it was a safe bet that he was 
preparing to eventually join the re- 
vived Congress. Of course. none of 
this can be directly attributed to Mr 
Raj Narain's resignation from the 
Janata Party — but once again, it 
was Rai Narain who had made the 
first move, perhaps the decisive move, 
And the issue he had chosen, the 
RSS. was the issue that would break 
the Party. 

But the. most curious reaction to 
Mr Narain’s resignation was from 
his supporters. The first question 
was: Was this a prelude to a gene- 
ral resignation by Chaudhury Charan 
Singh and his followers, leading to a 
collapse of the Morarji Government? 
The answer was available very soon 
—No. Charan Singh was still not 
ready to give up power. But it is 
possible that he might be waiting 
for an opportune moment, for the 
right economic issue to arise. It 
would be more dramatic, would it 
not, if he resigned on the bonus 
issue — converting a decision to 
give railwaymen bonus into another 
concession to the city at the expense 
of the village. According to the 
theorists (and their number is legion 
in the capital city) Raj Narain’s 
resignation was a trial balloon sent 
up by the Chaudhury camp. It would 
be followed by the resignation of 
about ten MPs. And if even this 
oe not chsiige things in the Janata 

anty aud the Government, the great 
exodus would start, | 

Events, some startling, could over- 
take the theorists. A period of un- 
certainty, in which the only certainty 
is the failure of the Government, has 
begun, and the different politicians 
could do some unexpected things. 
There could be betrayal — hardly an 
unknown element in Indian politics. 
But what is most likely is that two 
anti-Moratji-RSS snd anti-Mrs Gandhi 
Parties will emer: within the next 
few months. One of them will be 
the Congress, the other the old BLD 
(what names these Parties eventudlly 
acquire is a secret of which. only god 
1$, aware at the moment). The two 
could work in har tony in the com- . 
Ing electoral battles. 

In the meantime, 


the ludicrous 
battle for power 


in Haryana is the 
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dawn which shows the day, Devi Lal 
and Raj Narain have left no one in 
any doubt about their intentions : 
They would rather destroy the Janata 
Party than allow the RSS to domi- 
nate it. 


OM PRAKASH describes what hap- 
pened in Haryana: 


Ape Bihar drama was reenacted in 
- Haryana. The Jana Sangh, So. 
cialists, CFD and Congress(O) joined 
hands to oust the BLD Chief Minis- 
ter, Devi Lal. .Much has been and 
can still be said against Devi Lal's 
style of functioning but the high- 
pitched drama which took place in 
Delhi in the last three weeks of 
June with the open connivance of the 
Central leadership can have serious 
Tepercussions in the Janata Party in 
particular and national politics in 
general. 

‚М all started with the fateful deci- 
sion of Devi Lal to sack four Jana 
Sangh Ministers, Dr Mangal Sain, 
Kamla Verma, Ram Lal Vadhura and 
Bir Singh. There was no immediate 
provocation for this ill-timed decision. 
But it was a typical ‘Jat’ reaction to 
what_had earlier happened in Bihar 
and UP. Charan Singh advised Devi 
Lal not to do so but the latter was 
adamant and complacent that he 
could easily ride out the storm, 

The four ousted Ministers camped 
at 11 Ashoka Road in New Delhi 
which is commonly shared by three 
bachelor MP’s, Besides Jhandewala 
(RSS Delhi office) this is also virtual- 
ly a camp office of the Sangh. The 
entire Haryana drama was rehearsed 
and played out here. After persuad- 
ing their Central leadership the four 
Ministers contacted, nagged and per- 
suaded the other constituents of the 
Janata’ Party to stage a coup d’etat 
against Devi Lal And on June 8 
after getting a green signal from his 
mentor and Party President, Chandra- 
shekhar, Gajraj Nagar raised the cur- 
tain. He, along with Bhajan Lal 
(CFD), Mehar Singh Rathi and Sher 
Singh (both BLD dissidents) announc- 
ed his resignation from the Devi Lal 
Ministry. S. C. Malik, deputy chair- 
man of the State Welfare Board, was 
also present on this occasion. 

The BLD camp was taken aback. 
Devi Lal himself was touring the 
inner parts of Haryana distributing 
the matching: grants to the rural folk. 
An unruffled Devi Lal said in his Jat 
English “worry not". And thus also 
Spake the ever cool, calm and com- 
posed Jagjivan Ram while briefing 


Dressmen about his tour of East 
European countries. lt is nothing 
new in Haryana politics. Nothing 


then that exactly two weeks later he 
would have to throw his whole weight 
behind his protege Bhajan Lal to get 


sure and so were 
aryana watchers, But the dissidents 
under the shrewd leadership of the 
Jana Sangh high command were more 

an obsessed by the horse-trading 
tactics of Devi Lal They had seen 
that Devi Lal was a past master at 
the numbers game, They had been 
robbed of almost certain victory 
twice. So they pressed for a fresh 
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confidence vote, Chandrashekhar 
was closeted with the Prime Minis- 
ter twice but Mr Desai said; “Nothing 
doing. I am not going to believe 
these Haryana MLAs”. They had 
twice wasted his connivance in oust- 
mg Devi Lal. Forty-three MLAs 
Paraded before him. But he said not 
SO soon. “Let me come back from 
USSR." Bhajan Lal went to see off 
Mr Desaj at the airport. He even 
told this correspondent that the new 
leader would be elected by him and 
Chandrashekhar. 

R. K. Hegde announced that „the 
Janata Parliamentary Board would 
discuss the Haryana issue on June 22. 
Devi Lal got 10 days to manoeuvre. 
The dissidents got jittery. eEven at 
the rate of one MLA a day Devi Lal 
could turn the tables. He was cap- 
able of even more. The Jana Sangh, 
however had an ace up its sleeves. 
Remove the MLAs from the scene. 
What would Devi Lal barter with ? 


And that really worked. Twenty- 
eight MLAs were sent in three 
groups in air-conditioned luxury 


coaches for Bharat Darshan. But 
with a rider. They could visit only 
the saffron capitals, i.e, Jaipur, Bho- 
pal and Simla. And meanwhile their 
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Bhajan Lal 
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leaders kept on claiming their maio- 
ritv 

Devi Lal, for the first time in his 
chequered career, found himself out- 
witted. Не requested Bhairor Singh 
Shekhawat . to clinch a deal You 
scratch my back I will scratch yours. 
Shekhawat said I have no dissidents. 
You do. Hence it can’t be a deal. A 
humiliated Devi Lal was rebuffed by 
Shekhawat who had put his MLAs in 
Juxurious captivity. Devi -Lal even 
made the husband of an MLA issue 
a rescue cry for his wife. He sent 
his elder brother, Saheb Ram, ‘to the 
dissidents’ guide, philosopher and 
. friend, Muktiar Singh Malik. to is- 
sue an appeal to spare his brother. 
But hefore that some loyal bureau- 
crat had issued a statement from 
Harvana Bhawan that Malik had been 
ostracised from his ‘khap’ (commu- 
nitv). Devi Lal even resorted to 
holding the sarpanchs’ meeting, call. 
ing upon their elected legislators to 
return in case they decided to oppose 
Devi Lal. But nothing worked. The 
die had been cast. Devi Lals days 
were numbered, 

. Devi Lal, in a desperate attempt, 
threatened to dissolve the Assembly. 
When Chandrashekhar took strong 
exception to his right to do so, he 
denied having made such a threat, 
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“and his protege, Н. M. Patel, were 


ty 
© out at the PM for not assessing and 


One MLA even quoted the Prime 
Minister that Devi Lal would not be 
allowed to dissolve the Assembly. 
The PM's secretariat did not contra. 
dict this assertion. On the eve of 
the JLP meeting Devi Lal resigned 
from the leadership but retained the 
CM's post. It was an abortive  at- 
tempt to frustrate the MLAs’ attempt 
to pass a no-confidence yote against 
him. Chandrashekhar again rejected 
his request to cancel the meeting, _ 
Just before the meeting Devi Lal ~ 
resigned unconditionally. The 72 
MLAs unanimously accepted the re- 
Signation, The meeting to elect the 
new leader was billed for the next 
day. The climax was approaching. 
Before this Devi Lal had circulated 
the name of the PWD minister, Lacli- 
man Singh, for the new leader. But 
on seeing the dissension he denied 
his support, E 

June 26 was the most crucial, Each 
faction held its own conclave. The 
PM wanted Balwant Rai Tayal. 
Chandrashekhar wanted Gajraj Na- 
gar. Chand Ram wanted Rizak Ram. 
The Jana Sangh had no nominee. 
They were looking for the most vul. 
nerable candidate fo render their 
зорро At this juncture Chandra- 
shekhar and Jagjivan Ram met Mr 
Desai. The CRP and army clashes 
were fresh in their minds. The PM 


the target of the attack. 


Chandra- - 
shekhar, shrewd as he 


was, lashed 


appreciating the dangers confronting 
the country. Mr Desai had little to 
explain. Jagjivan Ram had always 
waited for such an opportunity. He. 
subtly mentioned the name of 
Bhajan Lal who had the blessings of 
Kanti Bhai and Suresh Ram. The 
only hurdle was Chand Ram who 
was adamant on Rizak Ram. But ho 
was persuaded on the plea that the 
atmosphere was not in favour of a 
Jat candidate. ' : 

Bhajan Lal's public image is not 
enviable, so feel many. There are 
many skeletons in his cupboard. His 
detractors can always capitalise on 
them. So he would be compelled ta 
play second fiddle. What else could 
the Jana Sangh have wanted? They 
pocketed another State capital, 

. In this review it js noteworthy that 
à was Sunder Singh Bhandari who 
tilted the balance in favour of Bhajan 
Lal after Krishan Kant walked out 
in exasperation and disgust. It was 
apparent to Krishan Kant that Sun- 
der Singh Bhandari had already deci- ` 
ded and was bent upon imposin 
Bhajan Lal on the Party, shonn 
Bhandari was skilfully playing the 
part of a democratic negotiator to 
arrive at a consensus. It will be an 
all Jana Sangh Government from the 
word. go, which was amply evident in 
his first Press conference which was 
not only held at Bhandari's house 
against Bhajan Lal’s wishes but, what 
15 more, was addressed by Malik and 
Mangal Sain, j л 

Tailpiece — Опе cynic quipped : 
Now that Bhajan Lal is elected we 
better amend the Constitution to add 
corruption and smuggling to the 
ninth schedule so that both Occupa-. 
tions also enjoy protection from the 
courts of law. : 4 


H 
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E expulsion of Mr Devraj Urs 
4 by Mrs Indira Gandhi from the 
Congress which has split for the 
third time in a decade has ironically 
at the same stroke prepared the 
{ &round for the various Congress fac- 
i tions to come together on one plat- 
form against her. е : 
| | Urs's call for a realignment of poli- 
| tical forces has struck a very respon- 
| sive chord in the various existing 
p 
i 
| 
} 
! 
{ 
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tions of the Congress today. Whe- 
ims it is the numerous dissidents 
inside the Indira Congress or the 
Swaran Singh Congress or even the 
breakaway State factions like the 
Sharad Pawar group—all are keen to 
make common cause with .Urs to 
fight against the authoritarian style 
of functioning that Mrs Gandhi has 
come to represent. 

The unity talks between the two 
Congresses which were suddenly 
scotched by Mrs Gandhi at the insis- 
tence of Sanjay, have again been 
reactivated, but this time, without 
her. While most members in the In- 
dira Congress still remain hesitant 
about coming out openly against Mrs 
Gandhi, more and more dissident 
groups in the various State Pradesh 
Congress Committees are thinking 
seriously of the Third Force alterna- 
tive that Mr Urs has proposed. A 
few, however, have already come out 
openly in support of this move. “It 

| is high time that we stopped Mrs 
J Gandhi coming in the way of a revi- 

talised Congress Party just hecause 
her son does not want it so", said 
Mrs Tarkeshwari Sinha, a bitter critic 
of Sanjay and his caucus. Mrs Sinha 
who vehemently opposed the emer: 
gence of Sanjay in the Congress at 
the AICC (1) Conference held in 
April might -face expulsion from the 
Party for her open support of Mr 
Devraj Urs and her criticism of the 
non-democratic style of functioning 
in the Party. - 

"I remember L. N. Mishra used to 
say in 1974, when Sanjay started his 
Maruti, that we should all try to 
raise money to make his car com- 
pany a success. Otherwise, he warn- 
ed, this boy is going to turn to poli- 
tics and that would be disastrous for 
the Party and the country. That is 
exactly what has happened,” Mrs 
Sinha said. 

What is interesting is that whi 
the Karnataka controversy had wile 
ing to do directly with him, Sanjay 
Gandhi seems to be the main issue 
on which most dissidents in the In- 
lira Congress are united. 

A The best example is Mr Lalit Ма. 


¢ Pradesh Congress Committee and 
i one of the most vociferous suppor- 
ters of Mrs Gandhi, both during and 
"after the Emergency. Mr Maken was 
responsible for gathering crowds for 
shouting slogans supporting her. 
h did with great zeal and in 


It can be found everywhere 


,Brahmananda Reddy. 
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The impact of Urs 


Lalit Maken 


fact when Mrs Gandhi was being 
whisked away ina CBI car after her 
arrest in October 1977, it was Maken 
who jumped on the car and tried to 
stop it. What he failed to do, how- 
ever, was to placate Sanjay who had 


‘his own ideas of showing support for 


Mrs Gandhi. “The main difference 
beween me and Sanjay was that 
where he wanted to deliberately" pro- 
voke violence, I wanted to follow 
the old Gandhian path of satya- 
graha", Maken said. Maken was also 
taken to task after his father-in-law, 
Mr Shankar Dayal Sharma, at the 
time of the 1978 split sided with Mr 
Further, his 
wife, Geetanjali Maken (nee Sharma) 
was removed from the Presidentship 
of the National Students' Union of 


India. 
Ironically, Mr Shankar Dayal 
Sharma made his way back some- 


time later into the Mrs Gandhi camp 
while Mr Maken became increasingly 
alienated from her. An interesting 
tale which Mr Maken has to relate 
is the blood donation incident. Evi- 
dently, the Delhi Pradesh Congress 
Committee took up 4 blood donation 
drive in 1978. They decided to donate 
blood equivalent to the weight of 
Mrs Gandhi but ultimately donated 
four times her weight. For this Mr 
Maken was praised by Mrs Gandhi. 
This year, however, when е , Red 
Cross approached Mrs. Gandhi to 
ask her supporters to donate blood 


_ again, she wrote to them saying that 
ken, General Secretary of the Delhi ' 


Mr Maken had nohing to do with it 
last year and the Red Cross should 
approach Mr Jagdish Tytler, a noted 
шлу supporter. 

If is not strange, therefore, when 
the day after the Congress Working 
Committee decided to set up the ad 
hoc Committee in Karnataka, Mr 


M eum. Ha 


"could wel! «govern both 


Maken held a Press conference de. 
nouncing the move and openly sup. 
ported the stand taken by Mr Urs, 
He was expelled soon after from the 


Party. 
According to Mr Maken, о! the 
seven General Secretaries in the 


Delhi Pradesh Congress Committee 
only Mr Sajjan Kumar, one of the 
juniormost General Secretaries is а 
staunch Sanjay supporter. “The rest 
of them are just watching the situa. 
tion. They are unhappy about the 
dominance of the Party by Sanjay 
and support Urs for his stand against 
him but they are still afraid to take 
an open stand against him like me,” 
he asserted. 

The situation in the other States is 
very similar. Most  dissidents would 
like to join Mr Urs but are afraid of 
taking an open stand against Mrs 
Gandhi. As Maken puts it, “How do 
you suddenly call Mrs Gandhi a dic. 
lator if you have been shouting for 
so long from rooftops that she was 
the greatest leader of the country", 

The biggest beneficiary of the  In- 
dira Congress split has been the 
Swaran Singh Congress. The Con. 
gress (S) which has been lying dor- 
mant for so many months has sud- 
denly, within a space of a week, been 
reactivated. "Devraj has given us a 
supreme opportunity to revive a 
united and dynamic Congress which 
could be a real alternative to the Ja- 
nata Party", said Mr Chandrajit Ya. 
dav who is in almost daily touch 
with Mr Urs, to work out a strategy 
for a united front. "My calculation 
is that if we manage to put up a 
united platform for Congressmen to 
come together. at least 40 per cent 
of the Indira Congress will come over 
to us", he said. Mr Yadav was also 
certain that this would also lead to 
considerable erosion in the Channa 
Reddy Government in Andhra Pra- 
desh. the only remaining State ruled 
by ihe Indira Congress. 

The Bains for a unified Congress 
could indeed be immense. Mr Sha- 
rad Pawar has already given the 
&reen signal for such a move and 15 
also in touch with Mr Urs. If the 
united front succeeds, the Congress 
Kar 
and Maharashtra and е 
Succeed +n also capturing Andhra 
Pradesb. In Parliament, a ified 
Congress ld i islodge sth 
That cou easily dislodge the 
ndira Congress from being the 
ү Шоу Opposition Party. Mr Urs 
imself can bring 12 MPs and more 


from other Stat í i 
low suit. es are likely to fol 


Even in Mrs 


Gandhi's own 
there are few Camp 


Г who are  basicall 
against а unified Congress. In tie 
20-member Congress Working Com- 
mittee there „were as many as 17 who 
Merc for unity before Mrs Gandhi 
еа the unity talks to break down. 
xcept for the three hawks—Mr A. 
‚ Sharma, Mr Pranab Mukherjee 
and Mr Stephen, all the others were 
Wary of adopting a hard line against 
г Urs. It would be interesting to 
see how long the few who are with 
Mrs Gandhi today, stay with her. 


AJOY BOSE, New Delhi 
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'cency in distress 


Eveteasers are doing worse than teasing 


рәвеш policemen swarm 
all over the Lucknow University 
campus to check what has been des- 
cribed as the "eve-teasing scourge” 
by the District Magistrate of the city, 
Mr Yogesh Narain. The district 
authorities were forced to sit up 
when the traditional form of eve- 
teasing by passing lewd remarks 
was replaced with such brazen acts 
as dupatta snatching, back-patting 
and in some cases even forced 
kissing. 

“We are determined to put an end 
to the activities of campus terrorists,” 
fulminated the DM. “A handful of 
hooligans cannot trifle with the 
rights of a silent majority.” It was 
only a week later that Mr Narain rea- 
lised the magnitude of the menace 
he was so anxious to eradicate. . No 
records of residents of the Univer- 
Sity hostels are available with the 
Provost. Consequently no action could 
be taken against students, though it 
was found that even outsiders had 
brazenly occupied rooms while hun- 
dreds others still stood on a waiting 
list. Lethal firearms, including coun- 
try-made bombs, pistols handgrenades 
and even teargas shells were found 
in several rooms. 

It was also discovered that campus 
dadas served as liaison officers for 
contractors looking for work on cam- 


S Mr Sanjay Gandhi in politics 
or out of it? This is a ques- 
tion which is answered differently 
by different people. The: Congress(I) 
leaders, including Mr Gandhi's 
mother, Mrs Indira Gandhi, assert 


that he is not in politics. The 
non-Congress(I) politicians say that 
he is. Mr Devaraj Urs and his 
supporters say that they have left 
Mrs Gandhi's Party because of Mr 
Sanjay Gandhi's interference in the 
Party’s affairs, While this debate 
is on, Mr Gandhi has been leading 
Congress(I) demonsirations in vari- 
ous parts of the country and his 


statements to the Press have been, ; 


to say the least, political. ` 


Take June 22, for example. Mrs 


Indira Gandhi was in Srinagar and 
er younger son had flown to Cal- 

. €utta to lead. a Congress (I), rally. 
Mrs Gandhi told newsmen in Sri- 
Nagar that “Sanjay is neither a 
member of the Congress (D, nor 
1n politics and his participation in 
any demonstration is in his in- 
dividual capacity", While the news 
agencies flashed this statement by 
the former Prime Minister, Mr 


pus. For this they pocketed hefty 
commissions that went as high as 
29 per cent. Even more incredibly, 
over 100 students armed with fake 
degrees secured admission into the 
University at pistol point. 

Lucknow University is not the 
only campus plagued by the campus 
terrorists, however. Gang warfare, in 
the words of a senior police officer, 
has assumed “apocalyptic propor- 
tions" in almost every university 
campus їп the State. Students of 
Kanpur University stormed a police 
Station recently and gave the policc- 
men on duty a sound thrashing for 
police failure to “protect” law-abiding 
Students, Students of BHU nearly 
assaulted a State Minister when he 
refused to meet a student conducting 
a hunger strike. The police had 
to wage a pitched battle with armed 
students before the President of the 
students’ union. Mr Chanchal Kumar, 
could be arrested. In Bareilly, the 
Deputy Registrar of Rohilkhand Uni- 
versity was gunned down by students 
inside a restaurant. Pantnagar, still 
limping back to normalcy after the 
April 13, 1978 massacre, was witness 
to a renewed outbreak of violence 
on November 27 when, there was a 
clash between two rival groups of 
Jats and Purabis. In the ensuing 
carte blanche two students were 


Sanjay s modesty 
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Tarapada Bannerjee 


jay Gandhi was telling news- 
Hier the Calcutta airport that 
Mr Urs had violated Party dis- 
cipline by refusing to accept the 
ad-hoc committee of the State 
Congress (I) in Karnataka. This 
surely was not a statement of a 
person who is not involved in Party 
politics! : 


- "participated" in a Congress (1) 


Й 


gravely injured and two rofessors 
Dr Sharma and Dr Сајана меге 
precariously poised between life and 
death for two weeks, A shaken Vice- 
Chancellor, Mr Mathur ordered the 
University closed sine die. it reopen- 
ed nearly three months later, after 
disciplinary action had been institu- 
ted against nearly 50 students. Р 

Riotous students of Lucknow Uni- 
versity hijacked two mini buses and 
set them ablaze sometime ago. In 
another incident, hundreds of students 
waged a pitched battle with the po- 
lice who attempted to disrupt the 
unruly mob even as panic gripped 
commuters in the city. The students 
were protesting against the “murder- 
ous assault" upon a student by a 
conductor for allegedly travelling 
without a ticket. 

Universities throughout Uttar Pra- 
desh are in turmoil Not one of the 
17 universities in the State was able 
to hold its examinations on schedule. 
Campus violence has risen by 30 per 
cent over the last twelve months. 
During the first half of 1978, 7,434 
students were arrested in 146 riotous 
incidents in the State whereas 
throughout 1977 only 588 students 
were arrested in 67 incidents. 

The trend of violence on Kanpur's 
campuses assumed monstrous propor- 
tions during the Emergency, when 
one college was discovered to have its 
own virtual arsenal There were 
other trends too: the S. D. Singh 
Commission of Enquiry was appoin- 
ted in 1971 to investigate reports of 
sex abuse on the campuses of Luck- 
now University and had warned of 
the existence of a Mafia that either 


That afternoon Mr Gandhi 
rally. He was among the five 
people who went in a deputation 
to the State secretariat, the 
Writers Building, and handed over 
a memorandum to the Chief 
Minister, Mr Jyoti Basu. If Mr 
Gandhi had participated in the 
rally in pis "individual capacity", 
then why was he included in the 
five-member délegation? Moreover, 
Mr Basu told newsmen soon after 
the. meeting with the Congress(1) 
deputation (which included the 
State unit President, Mr A\B. A. 
Ghani Khan Choudhury) that he 
had promised Mr Sanjay Gandhi 
that he would enquire into the 
specific cases listed in the meme- 
randum. Did the Congress (I) 
leaders take a back seat during 
their talks with the Chief Minister 
and let the leadership be in the 
hands of a person who had joined 
them in his "individual capacity"? 

Every citizen in India has the 
freedom to be a member of a politi- 
cal Party, and if possible, lead it. 
Then why this hide and seek, Mr 
Sanjay Gandhi? 
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terrorised girls or enticed girls into 


authorities. 
reported to have 
fessors into leaking 
papers. Invigilators 
tened and even beaten up. Some 
studehts have even taken their answer 
scripts to their hostels to work in a 
more  congenial atmosphere. In a 
Meerut’ college four boys and girls 
ejected an invigilator, locked them- 
selves inside the examination hall and 
only emerged six hours later. In Rohil- 
- Khand University copying was done so 
that a self-constituted 
Nakalchi Sena (Copying Army) chan- 


ms extolling the virtues 
CODE tHe examination 


examination 


` the flesh trade. Organised: copying 15 

yet another irritant to the. University” 
Groups of students are 
intimidated pro- 


have been threa- 


hall while their colleagues copied 
with impunity. à 

iti e alarmed at the in- 

Authorities ar D d eens in 


easin involvement 
Critical riots. Most of the 500 youths 


ted in the Lucknow Youth Con: 
pec (D) rallv at midnight on Mav 6 
were enrolled students. Aligarh Mus- 
lim University and Benares Hindu 
University are hotbeds of political 
violence. between rival youth groups 
dominated by the Jamaat-e-Islami on 
the one hand and the RSS-dominated 
Akhil Bahritva Vidhvarti Parishad on 
the other. “Political involvement of 
active student unionists is almost 
100 per cent,” according to a police 
officer. Not a pretty picture at all. 


ACHAL MEHRA, Lucknow 


h 
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MES cattle are a weakness with 
Ravindra Kishore Shahi, the 
former Minister for Power and 
Irrigation in the Ram ‘Naresh Yadav 
Government and an active ‘RSS man. 
A recent incident now under investi- 
gation by the local police throws 
| some light on Shahi’s love of cows 
/ апа buffaloes. 

It was on March 30 that Shahi's 
servant, Paras Nath Pandey, lodged 
an FIR with Husainganj police sta- 
tion. The report said that a buffalo 
belonging to the former Power 


and despite efforts it could not be 
traced, The report registered under 


Ghulam Nabi with his blind father, 
Buksh 


Minister was missing since 10 am., 


ald “d `$ 


| The curious case of 
the stolen buffalo 


E Е аа 
Starring an ex-Minister of UP 


Section 379 said that the missing 
buffalo was short and had a tail with 
a black end. So fond was Shahi of 
his buffalo that he telephoned the 
District Magistrate, Yogendra Narain, 
and Senior Superintendent of Police, 
Sriram Arun to trace his buffalo and 
restore it to him within 24 hours. 
_ Shahi, though no more a Minister, 
is ‘still in the habit of throwing his 
weight about as he feels that be- 
ing a dissident belonging to the 
Jana Sangh faction gives him more 
power over the administration to- 
day than he had as a Minister. 
They tried to prove their efficiency 
and by the next evening the Station 
House Officer of Husainganj brought 
a buffalo to Shahi’s house. Shahi, 
however, was not satisfied by the 
buffalo’s performance, though its 
looks had convinced him that it was 
He sent the buffalo back to 
the police station after keeping it 
for three days and three nights. 
This is not Mantrij?s_ buffalo,” 
Paras Nath told the baffled police 
officer, “because its milk-yield 15 
very low.” The police had willy- 


S. P. Prem 


nilly agreed to continue the search. 


for Shahi's original buffalo while the 
one returned by Shahi went back to 
where it had come from. 

After a three-week’ lull, the 
buffalo front was again activised by 
Shahi. Ghulam Nabi, a cowherd of 
Havelock Road, not very far from 
Shahi’s Mall Avenue -residence, was 
Chased away by the  Husainganj 
Police station on April 21 when he 


‚ Went to report that one of his buffa- 


>-0.-1n-Public.Dofial ске Sia à MU bu 


loes had been forcibly taken away by 
some men of one Ravindra Kishore 
Shahi who according to the same 
people was a former Minister. 

. For three days Ghulam Nabi was 
running from pillar to pest and had 


Ex-Minister, К. K. Shah? 


But nobody seemed to pay attention 


to his words. Finally, his cause was 
taken up by a member of the Janata 
Party, ¿who just about a year ago 
lost to the Congress (I) candidate in 
a byelection for the State Assem- 
bly. Belonging to the former Social- 
ist Party, Akshaiber Mal has iv ге: 
cent months developed a political 
dislike for the former Jana Sangh 
men. Mal first gained the sympathy 
of a dissident leader, to whose group 
Shahi now owes allegiance at least 
in public. Like Shahi he comes 
from Deoria district. Mal was 
shrewd enough to do so and thus 
neutralized the affair before it could 
take a turn for the worse involving 
Ministers. He then accompanied 
Ghulam Nabi with a letter to the 
District Magistrate detailing his 
vomplaint against the robbers who 
came from Shahi’s residence. Accor- 
ding to Ghulam Nabi, Shahi’s men 
not only took away his buffalo by 
force but also beat up his blind 
father, Rahim Bukhsh, who tried to 
resist. 

Nabi has claimed that he pur- 
chased the buffalo from Munir Ah- 
mad of Meerut for Rs 2,000 (to be 


paid in instalments) and readily 
produced a receipt to prove his 
purchase. He requested 


the District Magistrate to treat this 
complaint as an FIR to the police 
station (which had refused to enter- 
tain his complaint on April 21) and 
direct the local police to take appro- 
priate action tor immediate restora- 
tion of his buffalo. ; 

Although the police and the local 
administration is tight-lipped, reli- 
able sources say that the former 
Minister’s claim to this particular 
buffalo (whose milk-yield is almost 
as much as that mentioned in the 
report registered by the former 
Minister’s servant Paras Nath) rests 
on very flimsy ground. Shahi was 
unable to produce any evidence tO 
prove that he had purchased the 
buffalo. "It was born in my house;" 


traf: Luckadyyreported to have told the police: 
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“Its mother was bought by ту men 
in Bibar.” But Shahi could not pro- 
duce any document to prove his later 
statement either. The report lodged 
by Shahi's servant had stated that 
the former "Minister's buffalo was 
short and ^ had a tail with a black 
end. То the amazement of the 
police officer, Nabi’s buffalo (now 
claimed, by Shahi) was not only tal- 
ler but has a tail with a white tip. 
But Shahi is not ready to go back on 
his claim to this buffálo. 


There is yet another discrepancy 
which could: only be verified by a 
veterinary doctor. According to 
Shahi the buffalo has produced a 
calf once. Nabi had told the police 
that the buffalo, yielding seven litres 
of milk twice a day, has produced 
three calves — the last did not sur- 
vive. The veterinary, Dr R. K. 
Paramhans, who was taken to Shahi's 
residence to examine the buffalo and 
gave his opinion said that he would 
not examine the buffalo until he 
received instructions in writing. He 
also said that he had informed all 
concerned he would like the buffalo 
examined at the hospital Буса panel 
of three veterinary doctors. Accord- 
ing to Shahi's neighbours and some 
of his servants, the buffalo responds 
to Nabi’s call and recognises him 
among other members of Shahrs 
household. Ў 

Tae dispute between an ordinary 
citizen and a VIP has become a 
problem for officials. They do not 
know which way to decide the case 
— on merit or on other considera- 
tions. If Shahi becomes a Minister 
again he is not the kind of mau 


.and wou 
‘If they decide the case in his favour 


who is going to forget and forgive 
d surely take his revenge. 


(and Nabi is deprived of his buffalo) 
the people in authority today may 
take them to task for doing injus- 
tice to an ordinary citizen, 

"Shahi has a weakness for milch 
cattle and all cattle-owners should 
know," said a senior official of the 
State Government. He recalled a 
Call Attention motion in the State’s 
Vidhan Parishad about a year ago. 
It was mentioned in the House that 
a retiring station officer of Tarkulwa 
Thana in Deoria district had left a 
Buidance note for his successor in 
the police station’s register number 
8 (which acts as a brief on the crimi- 
nals within the jurisdiction of that 
police station.) The register  con- 
tains the following note about a 
notorious cattle-lifter of the area. 
=... this bad character is at present 
residing in Lucknow having become 
a Minister. This has naturally resul- 
ted in decreased incidence of cases 
of cattle-lifting. Even then the vigi- 
lance (on him) must not be relaxed.” 
Shahi had refuted the allegation on 
the floor of the House that he was 
ever suspected of cattle-lifting. But 
when the leader of the Opposition 
had challenged the Government to 
produce the said register in the 
House to disprove his statement that 
the entry was related to Shahi, the 
Government had preferred to remain 
Silent. “Maybe habits die hard as 
people say," murmured the harass- 
ed officer. who has to take a deci- 
sion on the two complaints. 


S. P. PREMI, Lucknow 


Funny 


It's no longer a crime to hoard old currency 


АЛТНЕМ money is old it could be 
bought át ten thousand times— 


' or more—its face value. It can be 


hoarded. You can possess foreign 
money—if it is out of circulation, 
тіпа you—without .fearing an en- 
counter with the Enforcement Branch. 
You can even counterfeit old coins 
and old notes with impunity. 

When the Rs, 10,000 and Rs 1,000 
notes were .legal tender, their 
possession could create problems. You 
might have had to explain the source 
and lost it all or, more likely, you 
may have had to share some of it 
with the “long limb of the law”, a 
cliche which, enlightened etymo- 
logists suspect was coined after it was 
realized. what lengths corrupt officials 
Can reach to grab a bribe. You may 
now frame all your Rs 10.000 and Rs 
1,000 notes on your parlour wall, and 
no one can do a thing about it. It 
has ceased to be money. 

money oddities go, old money 
may be obsolete. even antique; but 
it has been exempted from the Anti- 
quities Act. And «so it is safer to 


.CC-0. In Public Domain ОР. State Museum, Hazratgan 


possess a rare Aureus of Geta—one 
such was auctioned in 1975, in Switzer-. 
land for 65,000 Swiss francs, and is 
today worth upwards of 100,000 in 
the same -currency—than to possess 
the framed likeness of your dear 
departed mother-in-law. For, if she 


- was as ancient as most mothers-in-law 


are, you come under the purview of 
the Antiquities Act, and besides keep- 
ing her darling daughter happy and 
contented, you will have to periodical- 
ly fill forms: and returns, to remain 
on the right side of the law. You 
may, of course, gift your framed 
ma-in-law to the National Museum, 
and ge* rid of the headache for that, 
in essence, is the final aim of the Act. 
But talk of coins and you are safe. 

An Advocate in tiny Goa, Mr 
Kotambi Desai is reportedly negotiat- 
ing with the Government the sale of 
one of the largest and rarest hoards 
of coins. He is said to value it at 
Rs 15 lakhs, though the Government 
is willing to pay a limit of Rs eight 
lakhs. Dr T. Gune, the Director of 
Historical Archives (and an autkority 


Another good 
reason to use 
Firestone tyres 


Skidding can happen 
anytime. But when 
you're on Firestone 
tyres you have a 
chance to avoid it. 
Firestone tyres are 
designed and 
engineered to drain 
water, eject slush to 
provide a sure grip 
and ensure 
directional stability 
and handling. 


Коты Desai’s hoard probably 
includes Deccan King coins (circa 100 
BC) and rare Portuguese issues (a 
gold coin with a face value of one 
rupee was sold in 1975 in London for 
£ 750). Fenelon Rebello, probably 
the most respected authority оп 
Portuguese issues in India, says that 
it is difficult to say what Kotambi's 
collection is worth as it has not been 


catalogued. 


Money can be so funny that, if you 
fake a coin, it could be worth a 
fortune as a fake, provided, of course, 
it is well faked and, further, if you 
"tender" it as a "fake." If, however, 
you merely try to pass on a fake buck, 
you may have to reckon with Sec- 
tion 420 of the Indian Penal Code, 
for it would be cheating. A gold. 


on Deccan King coins) was shocked 
and scandalized when I rang him to 
seek confirmation of the deal. He 
initially did not get my name right 
and thought by *my aggressive tone" 
of voice that I was a Government 
Secretary. He meekly agreed that a 
proposal for the deal was under way, 
then asked my name again and, in a 
quavering and high pitched voice, 
admonished me saying that it was 
“wrong to ask such things", . they 
being “top secret”. Anyway, if the 
deal goes through, the Government 
will come in possession of what is 
perhaps the only existing Gupta 
period coins, circa 300 or 400 AD.. In 
the theft at the National Museum, 
New Delhi in.the mid sixties, coins 
of the same vintage disappeared ana 
have not been seen or heard of since. 


CARTER'S UTMOST FOR SALT -II 
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US President Jimmy Cart | 
„On June 18 in Vienna, The 1 D те. 


posidonium LLL ai атт ac 
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smith who knows a lot about casting 
fakes, tell me that most collectors 
being fakes themselves—if not out 
and out fouls—for they have nothing 
but an irrepressible possessive urge, 
you can always gct out of a "fake" 
jam very smoothly: by taking it 
back or replacing it or, as often done, 
"you can always say that you sold in 
good faith. Апа that you yourselt 
were a victim." With luck, the collec- 
tor may agrec to buy the fake at a 
lower price, hoping to pass It on and 
get away with it. 

Mr Rebello estimates that, of the 
silver coins floating around, a sizable 
portion consists of fakes. They are 
faked in Goa, at least at three places, 
as well as in Belgaum and Karwar. 


MARIO CABRAL e SA, Goa. 


siles and bombers within six months of SALT patil 1985 limits both the Soviet Union and the USA to 2,400 mis 


eet from their 


More American spending on nuclea 
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Europe. Soviet President Brezhnev ( Cane) E 
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| Come... 
“4 Celebrate the 
return Of бәйл 


We're Back With More 


It's better looking than ordinary tex 
It's softer. It stays fresh longer. It's 
It’s crease-resistant. \t's easy _ 
to take care of. It retains its sheen апа | 
texture longer. It's шо 


| It's Rawsilin. 


An extraordinary textile that Jivajee b 
back in an even wider range. 


It's the same Rawsi/in with just - 


b uU change... This time it comes tc you | | 
wi ` eh = 


у 


ith а sensational 
range of Rawsilin Shirtings ! 


SUITING SHIRTING 


JIYAJEERAO COTTON MILLS LIMITED, 
BIRLANAGAR, GWALIOR Ды, ) 
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The sins of a son 


A. K. CHAKRAVORTY and UDAYA 
on the new found wealth of Om 


N SHARMA report 
Prakash Saklecha, 


son of the Madhya Pradesh Chief Minister 


wre a 2l.year-old undergraduate 
carries around lakhs of rupees, a 
lot of eyebrows are raised. When that 
undergraduate is the son of a Chief 
Minister, a 101 of doubts are raised in 
addition to the eyebrows. The Chief 
Minister in question is Madhya Pra- 
desh's Virendra Kumar Saklecha, 
whose son Om Prakash is now in the 
limelight. 

Om Prakash Saklecha caught the 
public eye at a DDA (Delhi Develop- 
ment Authority) auction on January 
17, 1979. The 777-square metre plot 
that was put up for auction fetched 
the incredible price of Rs 1.35 crores 
and enterprising journalists later dis- 
covered that Om Prakash had been 
the second highest bidder. He had 
bautked after the bidding crossed the 
one crore and thirty one lakh mark. 
However, the Jana Sangh CM’s son 
had carried a startling sum of Rs 25 
lakhs in cash and bank drafts to the 
auction: under DDA rules 25 per cent 
of the sale money has to be deposited 
on the spot by the bidder. This sud- 
den flush of money caught the atten- 
tion of certain real estate business- 
men present at the auction and also 
prompted the Revenue Intelligence to 
_ enquire into the lad's business con- 

nections. 

The Chief Minister initially denied 
that his son had even been present 
at the auction. The issue was then 

raised in the Rajya Sabha by Mr N. 

K. P. Salve but Mr Sikander Bhakt 

took it upon himself to shield Om 

Prakash by stating that DDA records 

did not maintain a list of bidders’ 

names. It was only later when Ме 

Jyotirmoy Bosu raised the Matter in 

the Lok Sabha that the Minister was 

hauled over the coals. At that stage 
he admitted that “Om Prakash Sak. 
lecha was the second. highest bidder”. 

Mr Saklecha (Sr) now admits that 

his son was present at the auction 

but he claimed that he was bidding 
on behalf of Mr R. K. Gupta,.a busi- 
nessman. 


Om Prakash, who never m 

mark in the academic eel d 
launched by his father in business 
when he was hardly 19 years old. 
He is fond of the good things in life 
and is an extrovert in the mould of 
his father. A lot of the political clout 
commanded by Mr V. K. Saklecha by 
virtue of being Chief Minister has 
rubbed off onto his arrogant son. Om 
Prakash made his maiden venture in- 


to the realm of business early in 1977 
when he purchased industrial sheds 
in NOIDA 
28 


(New | Okhla Industrial 


Development Authority) with the in- 
tention of setting up a cardboard 
manufacturing unit. Saklecha Udyog, 
a partnership concern was establish- 
ed the same year, registered in Ja- 
wad, Madhya Pradesh. The partners 
in-the firm were Mr V. K. Saklecha, 
Mrs Chetan Kumari Saklecha and 
Om Prakash Saklecha. Later that 
year, on June 26, Mr Saklecha subs- 
tituted his name with that of his mi- 
nor son, Vijay Kumar Saklecha, as he 
had been inducted as Minister for 
Industries in Madhya Pradesh. 

Om Prakash skilfully utilised his 
father’s connections and obtained 
generous grants from the Uttar Pra- 
desh Financial Corporation, thanks 
to the good offices of the Jana 
Sangh Minister for Industries in Ut- 
tar Pradesh, Mr Ram Prakash Gup- 
ta. Om Prakash now possesses two 
sheds in addition to the NOIDA plot 
and has switched over from the ma- 
nufacture of cardboard boxes to ma- 
chines required for plastic mould- 
ing. He has set up two plastic in- 
jection moulding machines, the mar- 
ket value of which is anything be- 
tween Rs 15 and 18 lakhs. The UP 
Financial Corporation. has given Om 
Prakash loans totaling Rs eight 
lakhs. Mr Ram Prakash Gupta had 
taken a personal interest in sanc 
tioning the loans bypassing the nor- 


V. K. Saklecha, after his election 
victory in 1978 


. an Indian settled 


{ rocedures. S 
mal proc new interesting facts have 
come to light regarding the Madhya 
Pradesh Chief Minister, Mr V. K, 
Saklecha's shady business connections 
and investments made by him in Yea] 
estate. Only a thorough probe by the 
Department of Revenue Intelligence 
and other independent agencies of 
the Government can bring out the 
truth. 

Mr Saklecha purchased two flats 
in Gopal Towers situated in Rajendra 
Place Commercial Complex in early 
1978. The two flats are valued 
around Rs 5 lakhs. The Gopal 
Towers, a multistoried building, is 
owned by a construction firm, United 
Builders. The managing director of 
United Builders is Mr R, K. Gupta, 
It may be recalled that Mr R. K. 
Gupta had accompanied Mr Om 
Prakash Saklecha, the eldest son of 
MP Chief Minister, to the January 
17 DDA land auction at which the 
latter made a bid up to Rs 1.31 
crores, It is now learnt that Mr 
Saklecha was legal adviser to United 
Builders for the last 13 years. He 
was also at one time a director of 
United Builders. 

Mr R. K. Gupta has floated a 
firm called Madhav International 
whose ostensible purpose is to 
construct hotels and to promote 
tourism. For this specific purpose 
they were able to get clearance from 
the Government to utilise remittances 
from abroad by Indian businessmen, 
which is said to be substantial. When 
Om Prakash Saklecha unsuccessfully 
participated in the DDA ‘auction on 
January 17, 1979 he carried hefty 
bank drafts purchased by Madhav 
International. The Parliament Street 
brapch of Canara Bank handles the 
banking’ operations of Madhav In- 
ternational. Incidentally, Mr Saklecha 
had deposited Rs 2.5 lakhs in 
Canara Bank, Bhopal, between 
MEUSE $ and 8, 1977 in the names 
of family members and no satis- 
factory explanation has been given 
about the source. 

When the O, P. Saklecha auction 
issue found an echo jn Parliament 
and there was the possibility of a 

robe, the executive secretary of 

adhav International, Mr J. P. 
Sharma, resigned from his job. Mr 
J. P. Sharma resigned out of fear 
that the Government may haul him 
up for "illegally" diverting company 
funds (foreign exchange) meant for 
8 specific purpose. Mr J. P. Sharma 
Was earlier working as general 
manager in a public sector hotel. 

Besides. Mr R. K. Gupta, other 
Poner of Madhav International are 

Haribhau Shah, a businessman 
from Kenya, one Mr Чача sinen 
in New Orleans 
(USA) and two others, Mr Bhism 
Agarwal and Mr Brahm Agarwal. It 
is alleged that Mr Saklecha has 
Prakash loans totalling Rs eight 
lakhs. Mr Ram Prakash Gupta had 
taken a personal interest in sanc- 
tioning the loans bypassing the nor- 
mal procedures, 


eum Hazratganj. Lucknow 


benam shares in Madhav Internatio- 
nal 

The diversion of funds—that too 
foreign exchange—meant specifically 
for a purpose permitted by the Gov- 
ernment of India attracts the penal 
provisions of COFEPOSA (Conserva. 
tion of foreign exchange and pre- 
vention of smuggling Act), i 

A detailed inauiry by the Govern- 
ment into the affairs of Madhav In- 
ternational. can опу unravel the 
truth. The revenue intelligence should 
be immediately asked to seize the 
bank accounts and other probable in- 
criminating records now with Madhav 
International. 
. The affairs of United Builders and 
its kingpin Mr R. K. Gupta require 
close examination by the Finance De- 
partment and its agencies. It will also 
help clear doubts about the extent of 
black money reportedly funnelled by 
Mr V. K. Saklecha and his familv 
members into the activities of 
United Builders, 


ЕТОМ Om Prakash, who began as 
44 a young entrepreneur іп 1977, 
could muster the huge ‘investment 
required for plastic injection mould- 
ing machines has yet to be satisfac- 
torily answered by both father und 
son. The DDA auction gamble and 
the confidence with which he carried 
the money has aroused widespread 
suspicion and mutterings about black 
money being used. 

In 1978, Om Prakash had filed an 
affidavit before the Delhi Develop- 
ment Authority, stating that his el- 
der sister (from whom he had ob- 
tained a power of attorney) was a 
resideni of Nyawala in Old Delhi. 
According to the affidavit his elder 
sister owned a house in Nyawala 
which had been demolished during 
the Emergency. Om Prakash there- 
fore sought compensation for the da- 
mage and claimed that a plot mea- 
suring 165 square metres be allotted 
to him in an industrial area for busi- 
ness purpose. The DDA made the 
land allotment measuring 165 square 
metres in the Okhla industrial area. 
Om Prakash then presented a fresh 
application to the DDA in late 1978, 
stating that the allotment of the 165 
Square metre plot was inadequate 
for his business purposes and re- 
quested ‘that another industrial plot 
measuring 556 square metres be al- 
lotted to him. He expressed his will- 
ingness to pay the market value of 
the land if it was allotted to him. 
Three addresses are mentioned in the 
affidavit. One of them is No. 10 Jan- 
path, the official residence of Mr 
Larang Sai, the Union Minister -of 
State for Labour and Parliamentary 

airs. 

DDA officials, surprised at the 
fresh demand, wondered whether 
Om Prakash was in a position to pav 
the sum of Rs 3,20,000, the market 
value ot the land he sought. But they 
were in for a jolt. Om Prakash sent 
four reminders within a week, ask- 
ing that the allotment be made as 


he was prepared to foot the bili. 


At this point of time, a Land 
anagement officer ordered an in- 
үчн to verify the details men- 
tioned in the affidavit. In the course 
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of the inquiry it came to light that 
the affidavit itself was a concoction, 
every word of which was false. Le- 
gal experts in the DDA suggested 
that Om Prakash be hauled up be- 
fore a court of law for filing a false 
affidavit. It is learnt that some М.Р. 
Government officials who are on de- 
Putation to the DDA,  soft-pedalled 
the issue, fearing the wrath of the 
Chief Minister. The affidavit is now 
believed to be in the custody of Re- 
venue Intelligence authorities, accor- 
ding to whom it prime facie establi- 
shes that Om Prakash was in a posi- 
tion to pay the amount of Rs 3,20,000 
for the land. The affidavit was seized 
from the DDA office by the Revenue 
Intelligence Department. 

Two of Om Prakash's godfathers 
are Delhi-based businessmen, Mr R. 
K. Gupta and Mr J. C. Rishi. Ac- 
cording to reliable reports Mr V. K. 
Saklecha had instructed the iwo to 
teach Om Prakash the fundamentals 
of business. Mr R. K. Gupta, once a 
junior engineer in Haryana, is today 
a leading real estate ^ businessman. 
He has an excellent rapport with top 
Jana Sangh leaders and recently ex- 
panded his business operations to 
Kenya and some Arab countries. Mr 
J. C. Rishi began his career as an 
accountant with a mine owner in 
Bilaspur (MP) and can today boast 
of being a director of over two dozen 
firms. Rishi, who has his head offi- 
ces in Nehru Place, New Delhi was 
close to such Congress leaders as 
S. C. Shukla and V. C. Shukla before 
the 1977 elections. He kas wormed 
his way into the Janata Party, claim- 
ing that he had given shelter to a 
top RSS boss during the Emergency. 
Rishi also has the dubious distinc- 
tion of unsuccesstully contesting a 
Rajya Sabha seat from Madhya Pra- 
desh on six occasions. He also has 
extensive mining interests in Madhya 
Pradesh. 

Mr Rishi's son, Ravindra Kumar 
Rishi, travelled with Om Prakash to 
Japan, Hong Kong and Singapore 
obtensibly to further the interests of 
the Rishi Electronic Company. There 
are allegations that Om  Prakash 
Saklecha has sizable shares in the 
Rishi Electronic Company. Incident- 
ally, Mr Sitala Sahay, the MP Minis- 
ter tor. Hcalth who was in Hong Kong 
on an official visit spotted Om Pra- 
kash and Ravindra Kumar at the air- 
port. Mr Sahay reported the matter 
to Mr Kushabhan Thakre, the RSS 
boss of MP. on his return. Signific- 
antly, Mr Ramashankar Singh, for- 
mer Minister for Planning whose re- 
signation was recently obtained bv 
Mr V. K. Saklecha, has disclosed that 
official agencies are investigating a 
report that Om Prakash deposited a 
sum of Rs 10,00,000 in a branch of 
Midlands Bank in Singapore. 


YSTERY also surrounds Om Pra- 
kash's acquisition. of a plot of 

land in Atana village, Jawad tehsil 
Mandsaur, with the connivance of his 
father. Om Prakash submitted an 
application on August 17, 1977 to the 
gram panchayat of Atana village for 
a plot of land in the village in order 
to build a house, even though he is 
not a resident of the village. As the 
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area enclosing the plot was common - 
village land, the district panchayat 

officer, by virtue of a written order 
dated December 18, 1976, had prohi- 
bited the allotment of this piece of 
land to any individual 1n spite of 
this order, pressure was brought on 
the panch by Mr V. K. Saklecha, asa 
result of which the land was allotted 
to Om Prakash Saklecha on Septem- 
ber 14, 1977. Significantly, the sar- 
panch of this gram panchayat, Mr 
Shyam Sharma, is the driver of Mr 
V. K. Saklecha. 


On Prakash also travelled with his 
father when the latter flew in the 
State aircraft on a mysterious visit 
to Kathmandu in mid-1978. The alle- 
gations that Saklecha deposited mo- 
ney in the Nepal Rashtra Bank have 
now been substantiated by a team of _ 
IB and RAW officials, who went to 
Nepal to investigate their accusations. 
It is still not clear whether the money 
belonged to the RSS or Saklecha 
himself. Recent investigations by 
Revenue Intelligence officials into the 
business contacts of Om Prakash 
Saklecha have revealed that he is 
interested in Madhav International, a 
firm which constructs hotels and is 
in tourism otherwise also. Some 
Jana Sangh leaders including Mr K. 
N. Sahani, the chief executive coun- 
cillor of Delhi, have financial inter- 
ests in the concern and it has been 
revealed that part of the money 
which Mr O. P. Saklecha carried on 
the day of the DDA auction came 
from Madhav International. The secre- 
tary of the firm, one Mr Sharma has 
since resigned in protest, fearing tha? 
if official agencies investigate, he will 
be answerable for illegal use of the 
company’s fund. 


To avoid further exposure of his 
son’s business operations and con- 
tacts, Chief Minister Saklecha has 
shifted his residence from Madhya 
Pradesh Bhawan to a bungalow in 
Lodi Colony when he is in Delhi. 
The bungalew was hitherto occupied 
by the Special Commissioner of 
Madhya Pradesh in Delhi. Om Pra- 
kash Saklecha, on the other hand, is 
said to be benami owner of a house 
near Green Park. No outsiders are 
permitted to enter. Mr V. K. Sak- 
lecha’s brother-in-law, Mr G. C. 
Surana, who is now an insurance exe- 
culivc, has been asked to shadow 
Om Prakash while he is in Delhi, lest 
he be trapped. Mr Surana, who was 
cavliet an insurance agent in a branch 
office in Ajmer was brought over to 
Delhi on a salary of Rs 2200 per 
month. The gencral insurance firm 
extracted its price for the favour and 
in return got insurance worth 
Rs. 40.00.000 from various State and 
autonomous departments in Madhya 
Pradesh. The company has also 
given him a loan for a car, which he 
recently obtained from Premnath _ 
Motors. But Mr Surna is seldom seen — 
in the Fiat which is at the disposal of 
Om Prakash Saklecha; mr 

Om Prakash Saklecha’s activities 
and thé spate of corruption charge 
levelicd against his father, the Chief 
Minister, have embarrassed even 
the RSS leadership. Th 
a "Sanjay" in their midst. 
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JUST WHERE DO 
YOU THINI& ALL THESE 


MENHIRS WILL GET 


THEY HAVE BEEN К 
DEFEATED BY THE PROFITY MAYBE... 
MOTIVE! GOLD AND HIGH 
LIVING WILL WEAKEN 
THEIR MORAL FIBRE. DON'T A~//* "A 
YOU AGREE ? (ee R 


CAESARI QUAE ) 
SUNT ا‎ “UNTO. 
М CAESARIS. CAESAR HEAP 
—-— BIG HEAP 
MENHIRS 
THAT ARE 
CAESAR'S 


4 ч 
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AND СО: 


y | DON'T WANT 
THEM TO GET ME 
ANY WHERE. I'VE 
ALREADY TOLD YOU, 
| CAME AND | | 
CONQUERED; 


WHAT ARE 
WE GOING TO DO 
WITH THIS BIG 
HEAP OF 
MENHIRS ? 


by GOSCINNY 
and UDERZO 


THE GAULS ARE ALL 
USING THEIR MAGIC 
POWERS TO MAKE 
MENHIRS, INSTEAD OF 

THUMPING OUR 

LE GIONARIES... 


DON'T SPEAK TO ME 
LIKE THAT! YOUR 
MENHIRS ARE 


THESE MENHI'«S, SO IT'S 
ONLY RIGHT FOR ME TO 


DELIVER THEM. WHILE 
CAUSING SOFTENING 


in ОР State Museum, Hazratganj. Lucknow 


WM AWAY, CARRY ON 
BUYING MENMIRS AND 
KEEP RAISING THE PRICE- 
SI VIS PACEM, 
BUY MENHIRS / 


WHAT 
HAPPENED 
TO HIM? 


HE WANTED 
TO WORK IN 
POLE AUTON ATD в 
LARRY, B : 
FULLLAL TOM AT IX: 
DOESN'T CARE 
FOR MUSIC 
WHILE HE 
WORKS. 


WANT US 
R? 4. 


THEY'VE ALL GONE 
NUTS! HALE OF THEM ARE 
HUNTING BOAR TO FEED THE 
THER HALF, WHO ARE : 
MAKING MENHIRS! WHAT. 
ON EARTH iS ALL THIS 
IN AID OF 2 


TO COME BECAUSE IT 
STRIKES ME YOU'RE 
THE LAST SANE 
PEOPLE LEFT IN THIS 
VILLAGE... 


ү CE 
m. | ASKED чоц 89 


I'M NOT IP ...l'VE KNOWN THEY 

WORBICONE WERE ALL NUTS FOR AGES. 
BUT NOW IMPEDIMENTA 
KEEPS TELLING ME ! 
OUGHT TO BE MAKING di 


MENHIRS TOO... J“ 


BE 


CAN'T FACE HER PATIENT.. 


ERIENDS THESE 
DAYS. THEIR 
HUSBANDS ARE 
ROLLING !N 


у‏ ار ر 
RR ERS‏ 


THE ROMANS' 
TROUBLES AREN'T 
OVER. THEY'LL 

FIND US AND OUR, 
N MENHIRS TOUGH 
M. NUTS TO CRACK / 2^ 
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HE was called “Minugu- 


tare" (Twinkling star) be- - 


cause of the zest and 

beauty she threw into her 

screen roles. They were 

all unconventional roles— 
mostly tragic—but she threw herself 
into her roles with a passion that sent 
shivers down the spine of the audi- 
ence. On May 11 this year, Kalpana, 
türee times winner of the State Gov- 
ernment's best actress gold medal, 
was found dead in the Gotur Inspec- 
iion Bungalow, 50 kms from 
Belgaum. 

The initial reports all said that 
she had committed suicide but the 
method she used was not clearly 
apparent. Her personal attendant, 
Sakkubai, said that she was in the 
habit of consuming dozens of sleep- 
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ing pills before going to bed—p, | 
then it was noticed that the diamont f 
in her ring was missing. d 

The, discovery that the diamong 
was missing caused quite a stir 
cause in one of her most popular mo. 
vies, “Gejje Puje" (Initiation), Kal. 
pana playing the part of a girl from a 
Devadasi family is reluctant to join 
the family business after her educa. 
tion. She swallows a diamond from 
her ring and dies after the religious 
ceremony initiating her into the pro. 
fession. The film won the Best Film 
award from the State Government 
and won her the best actress award 
as well. Did Kalpana re-play her 
make-believe movie death in real life 
as well? 

Her family members were inform. 
ed of her death the next day through 


Several questions about the death of filmstar Kalpana remain unanswered, 
reports RIMA KASHYAP from Bangalore 
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a cryptic phone-call from.the police 
asking what they should do with the 
body. Kalpana's aunt requested them 
to keep the body intact till they arri- 
ved to take it. When the postmortem 
had been completed, the police sent 
the body back to Bangalore in a 
van. The family members met the 
van en route and "in total darkness 
while it poured outside, the body of 
the beautiful girl was given to us 
from the dicky of the car." The next 
morning the body was so disfigured 
and decomposed 
if the Twinkling Star had been struck 
by a meteor. The cremation was held 
soon after—and immediately after 
that newspapers, which had earlier 
accepted the suicide report handed 
over to them by the ever-compliant 
cops, echoed the thoughts of the 
family—suspecting foul-play. 

The maiter was brought up in the 


council, one of Kalpana’s close 
friends being Mr Viswanath, MLC. 
The Opposition leader Subbiah, 


stated in the council that her body 
bore marks of injury; that the pro- 
prietor of the drama company owed 
her money and that the suicide 
letter was unsigned. A letter dated 
May 9 which reached her mother a 
day after the cremation said almost 
gaily that she was well. She enclosed 
a bank draft of Rs 300 adding that 
she had sent her younger brother in 
Bombay Rs 400. She also wrote she 
would send her mother Rs 1,200 by 
money order within 2-3 days. “I have 
some throat trouble", she wrote ex- 
plaining the reason why she could 
not act and therefore unable to send 
more money. 

On May 14, the Chief Minister Mr 
Devaraj Urs.said in the council that 
the police had not received any com- 
plaints about her death. This he did 
when he was forced to make a state- 
ment. 

Four days after her death the 
proprietor of the theatre company, a 
rich landlord named  Basavaraj 
appeared before the police. He. was 
known to be “close’ to Kalpana and 
in a statement to the police he an- 
nounced that he had secretly married 
the star in July 1978 at her residence. 
Apparently the fact that he has a liv- 
ing wife and six children forced him 
to keep the marriage a secret. But 
family friends of Kalpana ask why 
he should suddenly disclose his biga- 
mous relationship. Relating the 
events prior to her death Basavara) 
said that. Kalpana playing the role 
of Rama's young mother in “Kali: 
yuga Raina” missed the cue in her 
dialogue on the night of May 10 
while playing at  Sankeshwar—a 
small town near Belgaum. Hot words 
were exchanged and he slapped her. 
The next morning he alleges she was 
in tears and her eyes were red and 
swollen. According to Sakkubai she 
later gifted her sarees and clothes to 
the Bungalow staff. 

Meanwhile the post-mortem report 
released by the police said that her 
death was not due to strangulation Or 
even consumption of diamond dust. 
The surgeon added that there was 
no evidence of exte; nal ог internal 
injuries. A lot of tir was spent on 
analysing а book in ich a diamond 
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that it seemed as: 


ence HB 
Kalpana's career 


AUGHTER of a businessman, 

Kalpana was born  Sharat 
Kumari. She spent some years at 
St. Ann's Convent, Mangalore and 
completed her schooling. At 17, 
she decided she wanted to become 
an actress. This decision, according 
to her family, is the reason her 
father left ‘disapprovingly. Нег 
career on the screen began with 
“Saaku Magalu” (Adopted daugh- 
ter). Her small role was not a 
great success. In fact, it was be- 
lieved that she would never be 
successful because of her uncon- 
ventional beauty and the way she 
spoke Kannada. She came to the 
screen via the stage and by the 
time she acted in Laxmi Narayan's 
“Naand (The beginning) she 
had attracted attention. She play- 
ed Raj Kumar's wife who dies in 
childbirth. Her portrayal of the 
character earned a lot of sympa- 
thy. The film was a success and 
Kalpana started to rise. 

In her very first leading role in 
Puttana Kanagal’s *Belimoda" 
(Cloud with a silver lining) she 
enacted what many consider her 
best film. Playing the fiancee of a 
young man (who goes abroad and 
returns and changes his mind 
about marrying her), she showed 
various 
tration and desperation. 


moods—happiness, frus: 


It was the kind ‘of role that sh 

2 e 
would subsequently revel in and 
it gave her the name she was 


known by—Minuguta inkl- 
RaT Eutare  (Twinkl 

Her next, “Uyyaale” (swing) 
saw her protraying a married 
woman who falls in love and 
finally gives up her lover; in 
“Hannele Chiguridaga" (Rebirth 


of an old leaf) she played a young 
widow. The film had tragic under- 
currents which by then had be- 
come her forte. And it was then 
that she is said to have become _ 
involved with her director Puttana | 
Kanagal. Edu 

It was in his film, “Gejje.Puje” 
that the diamond-swallowing epi- 
sode occurred followed by “Shara 
Panjara” (Cage of arrows) in 
which a pre-marital affair haunts 
her after marriage and ultimately 
drives her mad. á 

When she reached fame Kal 
pana suddenly seemed to. have 
found the position too much for 
her. Her relationship with Put- 
tana collapsed and she broke up 
with him—at least professionally. . 
She became very demanding 
—and even Raj Kumar dropped 
her as his leading lady. She got 
fewer roles and at a Press con- 
ference at that time she wept and 
said that. "the Kannada film in- 
dustry had deserted her.” Her 
only trip abroad to Bylo-Russia in 
1972 was the only distraction for 
her that year. 

In 1974, she began redecorating 
a house she had bought on Davis 
Road. The 5-bedroomed house is 
done in immaculate taste—white 
wrought iron  pelmets with rich 
purple curtains and upholstery on 
white cane in the verandah; 
cream carpet and a sofa set in the 
living room. Her books were 
neatly divided into English and 
Kannada—Denise Robbins, best 
sellers, roses and books on trees 


adorn the room. She had even 
been asked to do the decor for 
the West End Hotel some years 


ago. Often she designed her own 
clothes for her films—her sexy 
clothes for the role of the young 
widow caused quite a contro- 


versy. 

She thought she was a star and 
wanted to be treated like one. 
Whenever she travelled a dozen 
coconuts and various other fruits 
surrounded her along with her 
trunk full of clothes. Even on the 
last day, a dozen coconuts lay un- 
der her bed and a similar number 
of musambis were on her bedside 
table. A kathakeli dancer in her 
earlier years, she was known for 
her lavish hospitality. After her 
success in films many felt she 
had become arrogant, but no one 
ever dreamed that she would 
take her own life. - 
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like dent was discovered. Kalpana 
had asked for a metal file, Sakkubai 
said, and later a hammer, it transpi- 
red. The diamond has to this day 
not been found. 

With witnesses making inconsistent 
statements—and the quick acceptance 
of the suicide theory by the police 
which made it difficult to recreate 
the scene of her death—it became 
difficult for the COD (Corps of Detec- 
tives) team of eight policemen ap- 
pointed by the CM to find any evid- 
ence to support the theory of foul. 
play.. 

Evidence there was in plenty. 27 
Hypnotex-S pills were found in the 
room; doubts were expressed about 
the suicide note; the forensic experts 
established that she had ingested a 
toxic dose of a sleeping  pill—but 
hesitated to say whether death was 
due to the drug or a diamond, and 
was reluctant to clarify whether it 
was a case of homicide or suicide. 

The police, having already commi- 
tted themselves to a premgture sta- 
tement of suicide would prefer to 
let the statement lie. But family 
members and friends of the star are 
convinced, like many in Hubli and 
Belgaum, that the star was either 
murdered or forced to swallow 
poison. 

Some points 


made by her aunt, 


Seethamma. are that Kalpana had a 
signature which was difficult to copy. 
Both in English and Kannada she 
signed with swirls and squiggles. The 
fact that the suicide note was not 
signed is very strange. The note, be- 
sides, merely says: "Do not worry 
about the marks on my face—they 
were caused accidentally when I 
braked the car to avoid hitting a 
cow. Do not think I was hit...” She 
asks: would a girl about to commut 
suicide write such a note? 

There were visible scars on both 
sides of her forehead, and the tip 
of her nose was burnt and blistered. 
Seethamma feels these were probably 
due to hot tea being poured over her 
head in anger by someone. As to Sak- 
kubai’s evidence, Seethamma scorn- 
fully said: “Kalpana’s personal attend- 
ant for 13 years, Chinnamma was not 
allowed to go with her for 
the first time. They (the drama 
troupe) begged Kalpana for two 
days to join their troupe. As a 
matter of fact, they were so insistent 
they took her baggage with them 
but they would not allow her own 
attendant to accompany her and en- 
gaged SaRkubai for her.” Sakkubai- 
is alleged to have said that she gave 
some breakfast to Kalpana that 
morning. ‘Photographs prove that 
plantain leaves were strewn on the 
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The diamond ring with the missing 
diamond { 


floor of Kalpana's room. “Kalpana 
was so fastidious about her room she 
would never have eaten and left hev 
plantain leaf on the floor," said her 
aunt. 3 

According to the “Artha  Vikasa" 
—a Hubli newspaper of June 10— : 
the viscera examination showed tra- 
ces of.an ingredient which is not 
found in the Hypnotex-S pills. These 
pills were later found in her room. 
The newspaper also asks why no 
attempt has been made to find out 
what happened . to her between the 
night of May 10 when she had an 
altercation with Basavaraj and the 
night of May 11 when she was found 
dead. Ў 

The jewellery Kalpana was wear 
ing, many of her personal assets and 
her clothes have yet to be returned 
to the family. The diamond on her 
ring was cleanly removed. Would 
sbe carefully remove the diamond 
and then put the ring back on her 
finger? Where is the drama troupe 
she was working with? Not one of 
them had shown up to pay their con- 
dolence to the family. 

The proprietor of the troupe and 
the, man who claims to have been 
secretly married to her "disappeared 
in Hubli for four days after the 
fight.” He made statements that she 
owed Rs 1.5 lakhs for her house and 
was pestering him for money. Kal 
pana's family instead, insist that he 


owed her money and on the promise ~ 


of paying her back lured her to 
Belgaum. “In fact, on the telephone 


earlier and even in her letter of May ` 


9. she has said that she was going 
either to Bijapur 
there was no mention of Sankeshwar 
till that time.’ The detectives are to 
submit their report. One hopes it 
will be a fair one to the memory Q 
the Twinkling Star. 


or Jamkhandi— _ 


: Why are you opposed to a fresh 
probe into the murder of Lalit 

? 
WE I am not opposed to a fresh 
probe. There has been some misun- 
derstanding. I do not want the probe 
to be inspired by political motives. 
Those who have been found guilty by 
tbe CBI should not be considered in- 
nocent, until some ^ fresh evidence is 
found. One thing is clear, the demand 
for a fresh probe has come up with 
a motive—that the Ananda’ Margis 
found guilty. in the case should be 
released. Take, for example, the last 
despatch on the Tarkunde _ report 
which was published by the Indian 
Express. In that a strong appeal was 
made for building up public opinion 
in favour of a fresh probe, and in 
case the Government does not yield, 
for.a writ petition. This was the mo- 
. tive behind the Tarkunde report and 
each of the reports published in the 
Express. Are these (the Express) peo- 
ple and Mr Tarkunde -pursuing their 
gecpective professions — journalism 
and law—or are they advocating the 
case of a particular group? What is 
_ new in the story or the theory of the 
Tarkunde report? The present DIG 
(Vigilance) was the DIG (CID) at the 
time of the murder and the present 
SP (Vigilance) was the SP of Samal. 
‚ pur, These two had managed to get a 
Confessional statement at that time, 
which was not accepted by the Gov- 
ernment. Now these two gentlemen, 
sitting in the Vigilance Department, 
‚ Want to give credibility to the theory 
advanced by them earlier and gain 
rewards. The people who are deman- 
ding a fresh probe and those who are 
accused in the case are in league 
with each other. One of the accused 
° an Ananda Margi, Ranjan Dwivedi, 
has in the past worked as a junior 
lawyer with Mr Tarkunde. Mr Tar- 
kunde himself has worked as a law. 
yer for the Vigilance Department in 
which the two officers (mentioned 
above), Sahay and Ojha, were in 
charge, The journalist, В, M. Sinha, 
on whose so-called investigations ths 
reports in the Indian Express were 
based, is committed to the Ananda 


Marg. He has in the past been arres- 
` ted as an Ananda Margi. According 
* to my information, 
- been to jail during the Emergency 


Mr Sinha had 
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The former Chief Minister of Bihar, 
DR. JAGANNATH MISHRA, is the 
younger brother of the late L, N. 
Mishra. He was present at the Samas- 
tipur railway station when. Mr L. N. 
Mishra was injured due toa bomb 
blast. Dr Mishra was also hurt in the 
blast. Presently a Congress (I) stal- 
wart and the Leader of the Opposi- 
tion in the Bihar Vidhan Sabha, Dr 
Mishra feels that ‘the demand for a 
{resh probe into his brother’s murder 
ts politically motivated, He wants the 
people found. guilty by the CBI prose- 
cuted and the CBI’s findings honoured 
till any substantial evidence is found 
to the contrary. ARUN RANJAN 
spoke to him in Patna on May 15. 
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for being an Ananda Margi. The Go. 
vernment's intentions are also clear 
from the fact that the findings of Mr 
Tarkunde were not made available to 
all the newspapers but to one news- 
рарег, and the reports were released 
alter much planning and considera- 
tion. It is the Ananda Marg and 
Some vested interests who are behind 
the demand for a fresh probe. 

Q: How did 


_ 


you become the Chief 
P State Museum, Hazratganj. Lucknow 


AM 
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Minister after Lalit Babws death? It 

is alleged that the post was offered 

to you im order to keep you silent. 
A: There 


f T 


is no justification for 
this (allegation). The move for re. 
moving Mr Abdul Gafoor (as Chief 
Minister) had started long back, dur- 
ing Lalit Babu's lifetime itself, He 
did not enjoy the majority support in 
the Party. The Party High Command 
knew this, When the Party had ex- 
pressed its lack of confidence in Mr 
Kedar Pande, two-thirds of the Party's 
legislators had expressed their con. 
fidence in me. But at that time I 
had informed the High Command in 
writing that I did not want to take up 
the leadership, Therefore, to say that 
I was made the Chief Minister for any 
other reason is totally wrong and 
baseless. Was Gafoor really removed? 
When he saw the lack of support for 
him (within the Party) and the grow- 
ing unrest, he had no option but to 
I n. I enjoyed a massive majority 
n the Assembly, so I was elected un: 

pposed. Another thing: when Lalit 

abu died due the bomb explosion, 1 
had a narrow escape. I was near him, 
I could have been killed and he could 
have survived. Do you think that I 
m shielding the people who may 
ave killed mc? Even today I feel 
he pain of the wounds caused by 
he bomb splinters. Why don't you 
look at the case objectively? Every- 
thing would then be clear. ; 

0: the relationship 
between Ram Bilas Jha 


Babu? Wh ! 
КЕЛӘ ab are your {етта 
A: - As far as I know he (Jha) was 


Lalit Babu’s trusted man, He used 
to carry out Lalit Babu’s orders. 
do not know him intimately, 

Q: What were the political and 
personal relations between Mrs 
Gandhi and Lalit Babu in the period 
CIERRE preceding his death? | 
i МА аг as І know, till January 


tremely good— both political and. рег“ 
sonal. This I know because he (L. N. 
Mishra) used to confide in me about 
political matters. Therefore, I сай 
confidently say that their relations 
Mere ROSE Despite’ a forceful 
mpaign is o nents, 
Gandhi d ON. 


alit | 
апа EU | 


their relations. were eX | 


did not agree to either Ге | 


moving him from the Ministry, or t9 — 


AAD 


— an © دہ‎ C 


losion, I 
ear him, 
he could 
k that I 
yho may 


. people? 


an enquiry against Lalit Babu be- 
cause he was her trusted lieutenant. 
What other proof do you want? 

Q: Then how do you react to the 
statement of Lalit Babus widow, 
Kameshwari Devi, that Mrs Gandhi 
wanted to remove Lalit Babu from 
the Centre and make him the Chief 
Minister of Bihar? 

A: This is wrong and baseless. 

Do you have any reservations 
regarding the role of the two CID 
officers, Mr  Shashibhushan Sahay 
and Mr D. P. Ojha? Do you doubt 
their integrtty? 

A: Both these officials have politi- 
cal motives. They have been more 
involved in politicking than policing. 
Perhaps that is the reason why, in- 
stead of being punished, they have 
been getting promotions. The Mathew 
Commission had held the local ad- 
ministration of Samastipur guilty of 
neglecting the security criterion (on 
the day of the murder), Ojha was 
then the SP of Samastipur, so he 
knew about his failing. Even then 
the DIG (CID), Mr Sahay, entrusted 
the initial investigation to Mr Ojha. 
The so-called confessional statement 
was obtained at the instance of these 
two, who wanted to get rewards. A 
cash award of Rs 25,000 was recom- 


mended for Ojha and a President’s L. N. Mishra arrives at platform no 3 of Samasttpur railway station 


Police medal for Sahay. I removed 


because be had wrongly recommend- 
ed Ojha’s name for the cash reward. 
I had opposed this duo’s investigative 
theory. These facts were known to 
the formen Janae Chief Minister, Mr 
Кагроогі akur. 

Mr 


? 
Karpoori Thakur posted these then? 


Q:. Was 
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Е : Q: Why was no post-mortem done 
Sahay’s name from the awards list on Lalit Babu's body? : 
A: There was no talk of a post- 
He had been operated 
upon, and the reason for his death 
had been declared by the doctors. 
What was the need for a post-mortem 


mortem then. 


there any ‘unidentified 


two officials to the Vigilance Depart- erson? in the tram thaf brought the 


ment for two reasons. First, to injured Lalit Babu from Samastipur 
Was Lalth Babu carry- 
If so, what 


advance his political interests. For 


? 
example, they seized the incriminat-. 0 Рипари улап? 
ing letters from Haridwar Pandey.: happened to them? Я 
Secondly, these officers were entrust- offer any food Ke No Gru Hue 
ed with the task of filing false cases ا‎ ЕН E ED ana etd 
against me, because as the Leader. of 1 ДОШ ES ИКАТ апай ү 
the Opposition I had been a strong was in a state or Semicon dhes 
critic of the Thakur Government. How nula Краус Kowa отау 
These two officers took full advant- unidentified person? We were i i 

f Thakur’s weaknesses. On шиле usse шиле 
aa 0 same bogey, but 


in different com-‏ ا 
these people’s instance the former partments. There was some luggage‏ 


Chief Minister had instituted the with Lalit Babu which was taken off 


Tarkunde probe. Because there were. 


close ties between these two officers Dr Jagannath M 


and Mr Tarkunde, they managed to. 
advance their old theory through him. 
Based on their old theory and some 
untenable arguments, these two pre: 


pared a 35-page report and got it т. 
signed by Mr Tarkunde. Karpoori had L Um 
no option but to order the Tarkunde & % 
probe because these two officers had 5c "29 


in their possession the incriminating 
letters seized from Haridwar Pandey, 
which were in his (Karpoori's) own 
handwriting, 


Q: You reached Lalit Babu mo- . 
ments after he was hit by the bomb. 
Is # true that he told you that tt 
‘was the work of some ‘high-level’ 


: As far as I remember, he sus- 
pected the railway union leader 
George Fernandes and the striking 
rallwaymen. He suspected that a 
conspiracy was hatched by, these 
people. This is broadly what he had 
said; I do not remember what ex- 
actly he had said, four years after 
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„against the two officers? They were 


the train at Danapur. He was under 
the care of Dr Bhalla. He must have 
eaten only what the doctor had given 
him to eat. 

Q: What do you have to say 
about the so-called confessional state- 
ment of Arun Thakur and Arun 
Mishra? к 

A: Neither are their statements 
reliable, nor is there any logic in 
them. The strong motivation that 
should be evident in the murder of 
an important man is missing in the 
weak statements given by them. In 
any case, does the law accept 'con- 
fessional statements obtained forcibly? 

: What ore the steps you have 
taken in this табет, apart from 
making public statements that there 
should be no fresh probe, or thai the 
probe should be om the correch lines? 

A: I wonder why the Government 
is so interested in the murder case. 
The Mathew - Commission submitted 
its report, It was approved by the 
Cabinet. Even the Janata-dominated 
Parliament approved a part of the 
report. Should not action have been 
initiated on at least that part of the 
report which has been approved? 
Shouldn’t action. have been taken 


held responsible for the lack of 
security arrangements. Shouldn’t they 
have been given exemplary punish- 
ment to ensure that in future Gov- 
ernment officers did not act in such a 
negligent manner? What was Kar- 
poori Thakur’s duty—to appoint the 
Tarkunde . probe, ог to punish the 
guilty officers? The intentions of 
many people (who are dealing with 
the case) seem doubtful. It is ironi- 
cal that a tragic murder case should 
be politicised by a Government and 
the people should remain silent 
spectators. Моге than the urge for | 
finding out the murderers of Lalit” 

Babu, these people are ed 
shielding the Ananda Ma 
this will prove tragic for 
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...when it is a Ramco roof. All 
asbestos cement sheets are th 
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strength and durabilit 
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asbestos cement roofs look alike. But Ramco 
e choice of leading architects and builders. Tr 
apart. Because these people are very demanding... About [| 
у. Fire and corrosion resistance. Weather proofing... In = 


short, they look for permanent protection with minimum maintenance. n 
Ramco gives them all that. Stringent quality control and modern plants ensure To 
that Ramco performs best. A roof is a roof...But leadingarchitects and builders d 


now the exception -Ramco ! | 
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In the second week of May, one of 
the chief accused witnesses i the 
L. N. Mishra murder case, Arun Ku- 
mar Mishra, along with another wit- 
ness, Arun Kumar Thakur, arrwed in 
Patna, They were very keen to meet 
a senior Congress leader. Of medium 
build and height, fair complezioned, 
a short hair cut, a moustache, with a 
towel placed on his shoulders, Arun 
Kumar Mishra is in the habit) of spea- 
king in u bossy manner. We present 
his story, which he told ARUN RAN- 
JAN, in his own words. This is strict- 
ly Arun Mishra’s version. 


ON January 8, 1975 people from 
the СВІ came to my house to 
look for me. At that time I was іп 
Mohiuddinnagar. When I returned 
people.told me that the CBI had 
been looking for me and that I should 
go and meet them. On January 10, I 
met a CBI officer, Ahuja. From Janu- 
ary 10 to 28, 1975, I was interroga- 
ted. They even searched my house. In 
ihe end they said 1 could go. 
Suddenly, on February 3, at 2 
o'clock in the afternoon the SP of 
Police, Mr D. P. Ojha, Inspector К.Р. 
Singh, along with other CID officers, 
raided my house. They were accom- 
panied by a police contingent. They 
surrounded my house. I asked Ojha: 
'SP saab, what is the need for such a 
large force? Whenever you have cali- 
ed me, I have gone and met you. 
Ojha replied: ‘I have brought this 
force along with me for security pur- 
poses. IG saab has come and he wants 
to meet you.’ They took me to the 


Samastipur thana. At 10 o'clock at 
night I discovered that I was under 
arrest. For three days I was fine. 


From the fourth day the interroga- 
tion started. On the fifth day I found 
that Arun Thakur had been brought 
here too. In fact, they purposely made 
me see him from a distance. I under- 
stood that Thakur had also been de- 
tained in connection with the L. N. 
Mishra case. Soon after, we werc 
shifted to the Dalsinghsarai IB (office) 
Even in Dalsinghsarai, there уеге 
heavy security arrangements. It was 
at this place that an interrogation 
cell had been opened. We were kept 
separately. My interrogation started: 
*How did you know Thakur? How was 
the murder plan drawn up? Who all 
were present and where?' I said that 
from 10 days before the incident I had 
not met Thakur. I kept on repeating 
this and then they showed their true 
colours, First, both my legs were tied 
up, [ was turned around and my legs 
were tied to the window. Then they 
started hitting me with a rod on the 
soles of my feet. They carried on hil- 
ting. me and asking me questions: 
‘Which prominent people and politi- 
cians are involved in this?" When 

could not answer, they untied my legs 
and tied my hands, separately, to the 


window—crucifixion style. It was 
very painful, Whenever I tried 
to rest by lowering my head 
or closing my cyes, they threw 
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Ram Bilas Jha, alias “Boss” Jha 


ice-cold water on one. It was 
winter, sO you can well imagine my 
condition. This torture carried on for 
27 10 28 days. In between, for two 
days, 1 was made to lie down on ‘ice. 
The police made sure that I didn’t. 
die. They used to keep warm water 
next to me, When my blood began 
to freeze, I was removed, and washed 
in warm water till I felt better, and. 
then put on ice again, ; 
Now you might ask why I was im- 
plicated. In 1975, at the Bhagalpur 
jail I had met Shiv Narain Vishwa- 
karma (alias Sharma) for a short 
while, After he was released from 
there, Shiv Narain started writing 
letters to me. The police got hold of 
a letter and some leftist pamphlets 
which‘ he had sent, from me. Arun 
Thakur had written a booklet called 
“Red Revolution”. They had found a 
part of that. On the basis of these, 
the police were preparing a case, And 
they were asking me to confess. 
Even then I did not listen, and the 
next part began. Along with the bea- 
ting they gave me an opium injec: 
tion. Under the influence of the 
opium, people normally do pot be- 
come unconscious. but tend to give 
an exaggerated account of things. 
They wanted me to corroborate their 
version. I was forced to give an oral 
statement. One day, the SP, Ojha, 
gave me a paper to read. I got to 
know later that under the table, they 
had placed a tape-recorder, When I 
read the paper Ojha had handed over 
to me, all that I read got taped. When 
it had been taped, the IG of Police, 
Ghosh saab, came-to Samastipur. I 
was brought before him, He told me 
of this statement. I denied it. Then 
the tape was played. I told IG saab 
that I did not know anything, and 
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'SP's house. There, after a long time, 


‘saab went to sleep I was given Tha- 


that I had read from a piece of paper 

which Ojha saab had handed aenta 
me, and he had taped this without 

my knowledge. Naturally, when IG 

saab went away, Ojha beat me merci- 

lessly- for having said what I had be- 

fore the IG. 

Not having £ot anything from me, 
they started turning their attention 
towards Arun Thakur. One day they 
got a confession from Thakur. They 
gave it to me to read, and said: 'See, 
had you done the same, the Соуеги- 
ment would have made you an appro- 
ver. Now we will release Thakur. But 
there is still time; if you make a 
statement in front of the magistrate, 
we will also release you.’ 

Under these new circumstances, 1 
got a bit nervous. I said, 'OK, since 
Thakur has given his confession, 1 
will consider it’. I was taken to the 


I was served good food. When SP 


kur’s statement, so that I could read 
that and prepare my own statement. 
Till late at night I was reading it. 
Suddenly I realised that all this was 
very wrong. So in the morning, 1 re- 
fuzed to give a statement. When SP 
saab came, he came to know that I 
had got the statement, but after rea- 
ding it, I had decided not to give a 
confession. He got angry and said, 
‘All right, lock him up’. 

After that I was kept in Samastipur 
jail. I did not know what these peo- 
ple were up to. There the jailer, 
Rahman, started pampering me tO 
give a confession. He said that Tha- 
kur had already given his statement 
and asked me to mention a few 
names among which Ram Bilas Jha's 
name should be mentioned, The truth 
is that I would not recognise Ram 
Bilas Jha even today. One day the 
jailer prepared some questions and 
answers and started drilling me, just 
the way children are drilled in order 
to make them learn their lessons. He 
was asking some questions about the 
case—‘Yes, then what happened?’ 

nis was the way he extracted a state- 
ment from me and taped jt. Later on, 
with a lot of fanfare, this was dis- 
played as my second confession. 

. [n reality, I had not given any con- 
fession. During: Holi, the Director of 
CBI, D. Sen, along with some other 
CBI officers, arrived in Samastipur. 
The jailer, Rahman. on the. pretext 
that it was Holi, made me drink a lot 
of liquor. ‘Then I was brought before 
D. Sen. There the jailer played the 
manipulated tape, Every one was con- 
gratulating the jailer for. what he 
had done. The jailer was under the 
impression that under the jntluence 
of alcohol, I would say ‘yes’ to what- _ 
ever they asked me. But I again told _ 
them the entire story of how a list _ 
of questions and answers had bee 
drawn up and how the entire thin 
was. made to look like a statement. — 
The L. N. Mishra murder case 
being brought u 
people like us, whe 
апа innocent have 
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The Pope goes home 


METIME back, 
was held in the 
Outside Krakow on the 
It was a hearty, almost 
occasion with vodka Sup- 


a cocktail party servants’ seemed’ to indicate this was 


Certainly, the Г 
been happier; shrewd nannying 
by the Government Inter 
was almost American-sty 
racts of handouts 
interpreters, 


ress Agency 
e with cata- 
and “translations, 


machines wherever we went, includ- 
ing a ‘Press centre’ in the Gate of. 
Birkenau extermination 
camp, overlooking the ovens and the 


But what was 
about? From 
here, a great man 
Western Europe 
seen the Pope’s t 


the celebration really 
could gather 
y commentators jn 
and America have 
our in trusted Cold 
tO a senior Mi- 
whose arm app- 
to the bishop’s 
O were contem- 


triumphant over 


] r evil (Communism); 
and of course it 


was nothing of the 
hisctoric 'firsts', the 
Was scarcely, men- 
ng of an unwritten 
Vatican, represent- 


shoulder, as if a tang 
plated. “There is much to celebrate", 
happy, crumpled 
ара Ceasar’s 


most significant 


said he; and 
faces of both God's 


Polish leadership, representing Stali 


nist imperialism. It is a deal invo] 
ing great gamesmanship, und, 
which, for the sake of self presen 
Чоп and ‘continuity’, each recognis 
the other's boundaries of power is 
Poland—power, that is, to subdue and 
tame the Polish people. At the Pope 
airport farewell the Polish President 
Henryk Jablonski having been bear, 
hugged by the Pontiff, put it like 
this, There 1s now, he said, a “Con, 
vergence between Church and Staty 
in Poland.” There is in other words 
another ‘concordat’, though Much 
more subtle than the last which Was 
consummated between the Vatican 
and Germany in 1933. 

On the eve of the Pope’s arrival, ] | 
was introduced to a senior Govern. 
ment bureaucrat, a man responsible 
for much of Poland's foreign trade 
dealing by one of his ‘liberal’ friends 
in the film world. He said: "If you 
come here and wish to see thig event 
as an heroic Pope returning home 
and thereby challenging the power of 
the State, that is your mistake. The 
Teality is quite different. Poland: is 
the political volcano of the Soviet 
bloc; the workers brought down 
Gomulka and two of his predecessors 
and ninety рег cent of them are 
Roman Catholic, Without an accom: 
modation between Church and State 
neither will survive in their present 
form. Anyway, look how much we 
have in common! We are both totall- 
trian. We both wish to control people 
and to instruct their minds! The 
Pope is a Pole; he knows this better 
than anyone, and as Pope it's his job 
—his sacred duty!—to accommodate 
with the lesser evil...” 

Such measured cynicism is echoed 
by those who oppose or rather resist | 
the regime as best they can: especial: 
ly. writers and filmmakers who have 
Survived by perfecting what they call | 
‘the code of the metaphor’. (A radical | 
, Polish film currently doing the rounds 

here is called King Fu, which to the 

politically initiated means ‘struggle 
for freedom'.) | 
Throughout. his tour the Pope's | 

Benerally vapia jibes at the regime | 

were blown ntc headlines and given 

a significan« -they did not deserve, 

especially when you compare them 

with his effusive flattery of the 

Central Committee. To Edward 

Gierek, the Party Chairman, he said, 
тел ХРГе55, my esteem for all your 

Solicitude that has as its aim the 

common. good of fellow citizens". T0 

the assembled Politburo, he said, “l 
have regard for all of you, the dis- 
tinguished representatives of the 
authorities. and for each one 1n 
particular and the dignity which you 


hold..." And they all beamed an 
shook on it | 


In his book, God's First Love, pro 
bably the. most documented account 
of the Vatican's 1933 Concordat with 
the Nazis, Frederich Heer wrote: 
"Archbishop Grober, in the Handbook 
of Contemporary Religious Questions 
which was published with official 
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church approval in Freiburg in 1937 =: 


and which gave the authoritative view > 
of the German churches on;all politi- 
cal and religious questions of the 
Nazi period, declared the Concordat 
to be. "a proof that two powers, 
totalitarian in character, can reach an 
agreement, if their spheres are clear- 
ly differentiated...” That is precisely 
what they were celebrating the other 
night at the Holiday Inn. 


F course, Pope John Paul II is a 
very different man from the re- 
clusive, tortured character that was 
Pius; but what the ballyhoo surround- 
ing him on his Polish odyssey con- 
cealed was that like Pius and Paul 
(John was: an aberration: the one 
true radical), he is a profound funda- 
mentalist, a preserver at all costs. . 
Since his installation as Pope, his 
considerable energies have been 
directed almost exclusively to shoring 
up the archaic fortress of the Catho- 
lic church, as exemplified by the 
Polish branch, which produced him 
and is still very much medieval at 
heart. (One unforgettable sight was 
a long line of confessional booths, on 
a meadow beside the Jasna Gora 
monastery, with a queue of passive 
sinners awaiting their turn.) Do those 
who have exalted the Polish Church's 
‘struggle for freedom’ seriously sug- 
gest that the Poles would have more 
democratic freedoms if they swapped 
Edward Gierek for the despotic 
Cardinal Wyzynski? 

Indeed, in the short time since Ka- 
rol Wojtyla became Pope, he has was- 
ted no time in condemning all the 
main liberalising forces within the 
Church: those that champion a more 
humane attitude toward birth control, 
abortion, divorce and the celibacy 
rules for priests. In his Puebla 
speech he said nothing about those 
Christians, including many priests, 
who have suffered in the tonture 
chambers of Latin America and have 
died in the defence of human rights 
and their Christian faith. I was in 
Mexico, shortly after the Pope's visit 
and met young priests, superb men, 
trying to. battle with poverty, the 
State oligarchy and their own hyper- 
orthodox masters, and who waited 
for a powerful word of support from 
Joh Paul IJ, One of them who bore 
the scars of a torture session in El 
Salvador, said, “I despair his 
silence", Тһе 1970’s may be a very 
different world from the 1930s and 
1940s; but Pius; in his obsession with 
the preservation of Fortress Vatican, 
alas said nothing about the thousands 
of similar sufferers. 

John Paul II is undoubtedly the 
first *nedia Pope' I have been to a 
number of, ‘media events’ around the 
world; I have never been to one like 
that staged at Auschwitz and Birke- 
пац death «amps during his visit. 
At Birkenau, the Pope's large white 

clicopter landed іп. a plantation of 
chimneys: hundreds of horrific senti- 
nels built at ground level and with 
‘the ovens beneath. Nearby was а pre: 
fabricated edifice for the Mass, a kind 
of Papal reviewing stand, with the 
gold and velvet Papal throne, a giant 
cross girt by barbed wire and two 
priests, former prisoners, _ wearing 
Copies of the infamous striped uni- 
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John Paul ll ‘kneels down to kiss his homeland. 
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form. And half a million people. 
And stalls selling busts of the Pope, 
plastic Dying Christs, ice cream, Coca 
Cola and sizzling sausages—the first 
meat, incidentally, many of the faith- 
ful had seen for weeks. Those photo- 
graphers , who managed to escape 
from the ‘media enclosure’ and itry 
for a creative angle of His Holiness 
were swiftly apprehended Бу arm- 
band wearing toughs from the 
parishes: heaving a camera strap 
from behind was favourite method 
of ecclesiastical arrest, If revolu- 
tionary fires had been hit in the great 
crowds, it would have been these 
soldiers of the Church who would 
have put them out. dee 
Over all this was a whiff of 
of hypocrisy. Most of those murder- 
ed here were Jews, and they died 
while church bells continued to peal 
in Germany, And here was the 
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leader of the Church celebrating mass 
at the epicentre of their agony. 

the Jews he said this: “The very’ 
people that received from God the 
commandment, ‘Thou’ Shalt Not 
Kill, itself experienced in special 
measure what is meant by killing. It 
is not permissible for anyone to pass 
by this...with indifference.” And that 
was all he said about them. If ever 
there was a historic opportunity ‘to 
publicly repudiate the Church's dar- 
kest age since. the  Inquisitión—the 
Concordat with the Nazis which, in 
effect, ‘condemned many. Jews to 
death—this was such an opportunity. 
But -he.made no mention of it, which: 
1s a pity. s ` { iS 


JOHN PILGER ‘from Poland 
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Thirty-six years ago, Goa was the scene of an unexpected encounter that 


2 E can be told now—this story of a 
mysterious encounter between 
British and Nazi agents during World 
War II in the unlikeliest of locations 
—Goa—if there was a place farther 
away from Churchill’s “veritable rock 
of salvation”. Yesterday's foes, the 
‘British Admiralty and the Bonn Gov- 
ernment, have got together to tell it 

all. 36 years later. 
_ On a carnival dawn: of March 9, 
_ 1945, Panaji was woken from its 
drunken haze by loud blasts. The 
Southernmost tip of the town, Dona 
Paula, was lit bv the blaze pf four 
urning ships in the Marmagoa harb- 
our, one Italian and three German. 
mudges of blood shimmered on the 
merald green sea, and dead bodies 
ed amid the debris of the burning 


East Command, based in Colombo. 
These facts have been culled by 
James Leasor from the records of the 
British Admiralty, the statutory limit 
on their secrecy of 35 years having 


lapsed in 1978. Leasor's book, The 
Boarding Party (published by William 
Heinemann, London, May 1978, priced 
at £ 4.90), was serialised in London's 
Sunday Express in spring last year. 
Euan Lloyd, the producer of Wild 
Geese and Guns of Navarone, has 
bought the filming rights. The film 
is to be shot in Goa around October 
this year, apart from some location 
work in Calcutta, where the British 
had mustered the ‘boarding party’ 
from among the armchair soldiers of 
the Light Horse (also called the Tight 
Horse, for their love of alcohol) and 
the Calcutta Scottish, both clubs of 
disgruntled soldiers, and Cochin, from 
where the ‘party’ sailed for the 
assault by the Phoebe, 2 
secretly arranged for the operation. 
by the Calcutta Port Commissioners. 
- James Leasor's account, though not 
hentic in detail is by and large 
. (I gleaned material for this 
ch sources as the 
in Goa, police 
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Shirodkar, reports 
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Ж > o thought India was a safe-enough distance away 
i Pee Te German Consul in Goa, then a neutral Portuguese colony, 
is and his wife were kidnapped, whisked off to Belgaum, forced to give out 

ie secrets, and shot dead. The attack followed the discovery that the Consul was a 
1 spy who regularly transmitted details of Allied ship movements to 

E Germany. MARIO CABRAL e SA met residents of Goa who remember the 
affair, and got the full story of this secret war. 


in the local Press, and the testimony 
of German residents in Goa who were 
once sailors on the scuttled Ships. 
Among the persons I interviewed is 
a Goan, Chico Fernandes, who as a 
child remembers eavesdropping оп 
conversations between his father, a 
schoolteacher, and a Colonel of the 
Portuguese Medical Corps, a Goan, 
both of whom collaborated with Koch. 
and spoke in whispers about the war 
and the secret operations afoot.) 


IPSS was eighteen and slender. Her 
. father, Paul Gasse, repaired 
watches and had been an engineer 
aboard one of the spy ships scuttled 
in the Marmagoa harbour. After his 
ship floundered, he spent with the 
other Survivors, ten years in a Port- 
uguese prison in Goa, after which he 
decided to stay back and send for his 
family: Germany, for him, was done 
for. But he was still proud of being 
a German: an Arab merchant setti. 
ed in Panaji, who smuggled gold to 
India, had once sent him a signed 
blank ,cheque. “Kill in the amount 
and send me your daughter," he had 
said in a note attached. But Gasse 
knew better. He sent back the cheque 
and kept his daughter. "The Reich 
may haye fallen, the Germans still 
had their pride.” Paul is now dead 
and Lisa, aged and frail, lives in 
Germany. She still plays the acc- 
ordion, as when I knew her, and she 
still is a ‘navy girl’—her husband is 
an engineer in the merchant navy. 
Madame Hepp was a tall, bony 
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blonde—a bit mousy perhaps, but stil] 
great fun. She would step out.of her 
virgin-white bedroom, tiptoe gingerly 
to the centre of the dim-lit parlour, 
flip open her green and black 
bathrobe, and rush back into her 
room before the sex-starved Рогі. 
uguesc Officers, gathered for a sun. 
downer, had caught a glimpse of her 
sparsely-haired pubis. If  encored, 
she would be back, cackling loudly as 
a hen that had just laid an egg, 
curtsey and fling around rubber con- 
doms, customarily ‘made in Deutsch- 
land’. Some had embossed scales no 
larger than a lizard’s, others had a 
cock’s comb on the top. “Try them. 
good night.” And Madame Hepp 
would finally get into her bath, alone. 

Like a bunch of little children 
clutching their lollypops, the Portugu- 
ese officers would grab their-rubbers, 
troop out in a bustle, climb excitedly 
into their waiting Volkswagens, and 
shoot out into the night, looking for 
a whore. ` 

That was Panaji, circa 1954. For 
a living, Robert Hepp (Madame's 
husband) sold cars—German cars, of 
course—by the thousand. And under- 
standably, because Madame  Hepp's 
titillation always worked. It was an 
ingenious arrangement, and business 
was brisk. And no wonder. Robert 
Hepp had a talent for ingenuity: He 
had been a radio officer aboard the 
spy ship Ehrenfels and knew 'Trom- 
peta’ very well, as he*must have, for 
how else would Koch have sunk so 
many British ships in the Arabian 
Sea? 

Chico Fernandes markets tyres in 
Goa. Аз a child he recollects having 
overheard his father and a doctor 
friend talking in whispers about 
certain radio transmissions. One of 
the transmitters in question was con- 
cealed in a small, inconspicuous 
private  shoe-polish manufacturing 
laboratory near the town post office. 
The laboratory had a small range of 
unimportant products: shoe polish, 
and tranquillizers for hysteria. 

When World War II was on in full 
cry, Portugal was a neutral country, 
and so Goa too, being a Portuguese 
possession. But the British did not 
take any chances with Goa, knowing 
it to be a secret base of German 
espionage. They posted a. 
otticer of the Bombay CID in Goa, 
Inspector. D’Souza, to tail "Trompeta' 
wherever he went. Mr D'Souza bred 
poodles (I. knew him as a teenager; 
in fact, he had given my sister one 
of his poodles as a gift. His son 
Daniel D'Souza, once a Free Press 
Journal sports reporter, worked for 
me when I was editing a local daily 
in Goa) and pretended to be a Goan 
come home on an extended holiday. 
The British Special Operations Ex- 
ecutive (SOE) and radio monitoring 
services had thoroughly investigated 
the German secret operations in Goa. 
"Trompeta' was found to supply clear 
and precise data to the German 
U-boats. One of them, U-181, com: 
manded by Lt Wolfgang Luth, had 
sunk the Dorrington Court, а 9,009 
tonner and seven other ships in almost 
as many days. British intelligence 
also grew wise to who and where 


stocky 


‘Trompeta’ was, In fact, "Trompeta' 
and Inspector D’Souza’s contacts were 
common. The good Nazi that he was, 
Trompeta’ was haughty and worked 
almost singlehanded. SOE found ou: 
about his secret transmissions from 
India, which seemed unbelievable to 
those who still maintained Britannia 
tuled the waves. 

The British, on the other hand, 
wished to avoid doing anything that 
would hurt the Portuguese, parti- 
cularly in Goa, because it was Portu- 
gal’s oldest colony, and Portugal 
Britain’s oldest ally. True, the 
Portuguese were neutral, but it was 
a neutrality that betrayed a sympathy 
for the Allies, who were already mak- 
ing full use of the Portuguese 
Archipelago of the Azores, in the 
Atlantic. 

Apart from Inspector D’Souza, the 


SOE had their own man in Goa, а. 


lanky six-footer, Gavin Stewart. He 
had detected from radio monitoring 
services that ‘Trompeta? sent his 
coded messages from  Marmagoa 


through a transmitter in the Ehren- 
the Hansa 
Ehrenfels had been to Cal 


fels, a 7,752 tonner of 
Lines. 


The house. that was once the 
“Hotei Palacio" where Nazi and 
British spies stayed 


a a el ea ae ME 
cutta earlier and an Indian agent, 
posing as a port fireman, had report- 
ed to SOE that she had decks made 
of reinforced steel, concealed gun 
mountings, two six-cylinder two-stroke 
Mann engines and a cruising speed 
of 18 to 20 knots which enabled her 
to double as an auxiliary cruiser. A 
sister ship of the Ehrenfels, Kandel- 
fels, had done just that, sinking in 
the process 28 Allied ships, before the 
Cornwall got her. Ehrenfels’ Captain, 
Rofer, was an exceptionally ex- 
perienced and daring man. He had 
managed to pull his ship out of the 
Hooghly without a pilot, and dis- 
appear even before the British could 
start working out a capture plan. He 
brought the ship to neutral Goa and 


dropped anchor at Marmagoa where, 


tly after his. arrival, the Anfora, 
о; tonner of Lloyd  Triestino 
under the Italian flag, and two other 
Hansa Lines ships, the Drachenfels 
(6,342 tons) and Braunfels (7,847 


tons) also joined the  Ehrenfels in 
seeking asylum. 

The SOE’s problems were many 
and serious. First, Ehrenfels. was a 
regular enemy transmitting station. 
Second, there was every possibility of 
her slipping out and sailing for 
Singapore to join the Japanese. Third, 
any rash attempt to capture the ship 
from Marmagoa might antagonise the 
Portuguese and turn them in favour 
of the enemy. Officially, the Ehren- 
fels was unarmed and stationed in ə 
neutral port, though the Salazar 
regime in Lisbon was undisguisedly 
fascist. So, with the circumspection 
and cunning characteristic of wartime 
British commanders, the SOE decided 
to despatch an agent to Rofer. 2 


E crews of the Italian and 

German ships were on the dole. 
They had no money, and subsisted on 
making small deals of pilfered cargo 
with grocers and ship chandlers, 
some of whom presently own crores 
of rupees. In a document I read, 
Robert Hepp, among others, is said 
to have represented to the Portuguese 
Government that the crews were putt- 
ing up with great hardship because 
they were unable to communicate 
with their own Government in Bonn. 
and the Portuguese were not allow- - 
ing them the use of the official wire- 
less station to send their messages 
home. asking for money. t 
ruse, no doubt, considering Ehrenfels 
had a powerful transmitter of its 
own. : 


SOE's agent to Rofer was instruct- 
ed to offer him £20,000 and raise it to 
a maximum of £30,000 for getting 
him to sail three miles out of the 
Marmagoa harbour. Once the ship 
was three miles out, the British 
would pounce оп it and give Rofer 
and the. crews money and safe con- 
duct to, wherever they chose to go. 
The ship was well worth over 
£500,000, and for a bribe of £30,000 
it would be a handsome bargain. But 
Rofer would not listen. Next, a plan , 
was chalked out —and abandoned — 
for smuggling time bombs on board 
the ships in baskets of mangoes and 
oranges, But it was a foolish plan; 
considering the bombs when exploded; 
would not cause much damage- 
beyond the decks and the storeroom. 

SOE then decided on a final plan— 
to silence ‘Trompeta’. Lewis Pugh 
and Gavin Stewart were sent from 
their headquarters in Meerut, the 
seat of the Ministry of Economic 
Welfare, to Calcutta. Pugh, then 
director of Country Sections, was in 
his late thirties, blue-eyed and sandy- 
haired. He knew the members of 
the Calcutta Light Horse too well, 
most of whom, with “their thickening 
waists and thinning hairlines?—as 
Leasor describes them—had been. 
relegated from active service. Their 
long discourses about patriotic теа! 
and the pains of rejection were fuell- 
ed with the best Scotch. No wonder 
they were called the ‘Tight Horse’. _ 
But they could still be of great use, 
as was later proved. 

The Light Horse was. commande 
by Colonel Bill Grice, the managir 
director of a Calcutta-based chei 
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Here lived Trompeta until he and his 


company, and had other resourceful 
members—planters, jute merchants, 
insurance and shipping executives, 
like Harry Square, a merchant who- 
had arranged the money to bail out 
the Calcutta zoo from financial 
stringency. Harry’s plan was simple. 
He had rhino urine sold at a high 
price for its aphrodisiac properties, 
real or imagined. The stocks im: 
ported from Africa were of suspect 
quality, so Harry had the rhinos of 
the zoo defecate while the keepers 
dangled carrots and sugarcane bits 
in front of them. The urine was 
collected and sold fresh, almost from 
source. In the bargain, he raised a 
few thousand  rupees every month, 
from ‘natives’ praying for a hard-on. 

Pugh got Grice, who had extensive 
business contacts, to write a letter 
to any Goan shipping agent, introduc- 
ing them as bonafide businessmen. 
And so, with forged letters and a 
borrowed Ford V8 
specially chosen for “its roominess, 
given the mission in mind, they came 
to Goa, drove straieht to the Hotel 
Palacio, (which still stands), bang 
opposite the Secretariat. 


‘Trompeta’ got his intelligence 
from, among others, Ram Das Gupta, 
a drop-out from the Aligarh Univer- 
sity, and a staunch nationalist. Ram 
Das’s mistress in Bombay would 
ever so often, hand hiin an envelope 
to carry to Goa. . He would go to 
Goa, and at an appointed place — 
generally a cafe — he would moet 
‘Trompeta’, give. him the envelope, 
collect the money and return to 
Bombay. Not a pleasantry was ex- 
changed. ‘Trompeta’ was a strong 
man, crew-cut like other brother- 
Nazis, and ‘pushing 40. He was con- 
Stantly tailed by the British Consul 
in the colony, also a resident of 
Altinho. And tailing him was not 
difficult, considering Goa was a small 
Place. But most of the data that 
could be collected by tracking him 
was of little value; ‘Trompeta’s’. 
Principal operations were confined to 
the Ehrenfels, to which the British 
Consul had no access. 

The Light Horse men, Pugh and 


station-wagon, 


wife were kidnapped and killed. 


Stewart, were quick and energetic. 
and deliberately crude. They learnt 
that ‘Trompeta’ never received visi- 
tors before nine in the morning, So 
they went to his Altinho house before 
eight, and called out to him in 
German. He answered from behind 
the closed door, but refused to open 
up. Soon they coaxed him into 
letting them in. Once inside, Stewart 
drew his colt .32 and pressed the 

, muzzle against ‘Trompeta’s’ ribs. Thev 
ordered him to clasp his hands 
behind his head, walked in, and told 
his wife to follow suit. On the way 
to the waiting station wagon. outside, 
Greta made а bid to run away. 

. Stewart grabbed her, covered her 
bleeding mouth with a massive hand, 
lifted her and shoved her into the 
rear seat. ‘Trompeta’? had already 
collapsed on the seat after being hit 
on the head with the pistol butt. On 
the drive, they were given a shot of 
pentothal. 

“Are vou going to kill us?” Greta 
asked when she came round. There 
was no trace of fear in her eyes, just 
a little feminine curiosity. 

“No, just to make you drowsy,” 
Pugh answered flatly. | 

‹ ta’ and his wite were driven 
to pu where, under relentless 
interrogation, they gave Out Ram 
Das's name. Ram Das and his mls- 
‘tress were subsequently captured, 
and killed. 


^ ERNANDES recalls how 
ETS XS his father and his 
doctor-friend had suddenly shut down 
their shoe-polish manufacturing labo- 
ratory and “spoke into some gadget". 
A few days ago they had tried in vam 
to hide Koch and his wife after learn- 
ing that British agents had arrived in 
Goa and were on their track. Perhaps, 
they had relicd overmuch on Portu- 
guese mentally; and ‘Trompeta’ was 
P off guard. з : 
са ани was killed, his 
work was continued. by "people" 
(whom Chico Fernandes will not 
name) who would drive to a point on 
Dona Paula Hill, opposite Marmagoa, 


and send semaphore signals which. 


Ehrenfels picked up and transmitted. 


That meant another mission. So 
Pugh left his headquarters at Meerut 
and went to Calcutta again. It was 
clear the ‘Tight’ Horse were now 
going to find themselves in a tight 
corner. SOE's mission for them was 
explicit: “No medals if it goes right! 
You'll be disowned if it goes wrong.” 
In any case, no one was to know of 
the plan at that stage, except Grice. 
He was to summon 18 volunteers and 
ask them to tell their wives that they 
would be for some time at Ranchi, for 
drill and exercises. Grice got 14 men 
from the Light Horse, and four from 
their peacetime rivals, the Calcutta 
Scottish. - ‘ a 

Pugh’s plan was for a hopper barge, 
the Phoebe, acquired from the Cal 
cutta Port Commissioners, to: take the 
‘party’ to Marmagoa. Here they 
would seize the spy ships and get 
them out of territorial waters, failing 
which the ships would be destroyed. 
The Phoebe was built in 1912, was 
206 feet wide, 38 feet long, and had 
just two bunkers. The. only toilet on 
the ship resembled a telephone booth, 
except for its slatted floor. It was not 
oceanworthy. For camouflage, she 
had been fitted with a funnel and 
looked very much like an oiler, but 
the funnel gave her a list when she 
rolled. : : 

To evade the obvious, Indian 
‘laskars' were to take the barge to 
Cochin, where the ‘sahibs’ would 
board it. Smaller risks and greater 
glory went together, after all. 

Jack Cartwright, a heart patient 
who had offered himself for a 
number of assignments and had been 
rejected,.was sent to Goa as a scout. 
His son had been captured by the 
Japanese and Jack wanted to avenge 
it, somehow. His task in Goa was to 
pre-empt possible German resistance, 
SOE's plans were to get as many of 
the German and Italian officers and 
crew out of the ships at the time ot 
the attack by the ‘boarding party’, 
which was to be carefully planned. 

lt was carnival time in Goa — for 
all men and women. For the three 
days preceding Lent, the Portuguese 
and Goans just let themselves go. 
Before Lent's abstinence and penance, 
there was to be joy and merriment, 
with no holds barred. So Cartwright 
organised, through a Goan contact, a 
Grand Carnival Ball. Just then, two 
Portuguese sloops had arrived at 
Marmagoa with a total of 1,800 troops 
on their way to the Far East, to 
defend the Portuguese islands of 
Macau and Timor against the invad- 
ing Japanese. The officers on all the 
ships in Marmagoa were welcome to 
the ball, which was to be a free show. 
Cartwright also organised, ШО а 
pimp in Vasco da Gama's red light 
area of Baina, a free bacchanal for 
all the sailors. 

When after the arrangements were 
finalised, Cartwright returned to his 
hotel, his wife rang up to inform 
him that their son had been found, 
a POW in a Burmese camp. 


THE Calcutta Light Horse had not 
seen action since the Boer Way j 


in 1900. ‘The ‘boarding party 
prised men well past their rir 


ЕИ Бу. 


0 


ани 


Грин 


A pleasure to give... а јоу to 1ёсеѓус 


И Wonderful Cruiser gift sets: nestling in cozy gift packs. To greet the 
| happiest New Year, congratulate a newly-wed couple, or a bright student. : 
die Choose from an attractive range, including the distinguished ! | 
Cruiser Quartz... and celebrate! 


OBM/3396 


О ал сс 


bes e Flair Pen Company, 4. Sónal Apartments, Jai Prakash Nagar, Goregaon (East), Bombay 400 063. 
j jene. Telephone: 683564 Grams; CRUISER PEN gar, Goregaon (East) y 


n.Public Domain. UP State Museum, Hazratganj. Lucknow 


‚ Braunfels, 


40 plus. And they were all men well 
placed, used to the best things of life 
—as boxwallas, then were. Here, in 
the Phoebe, they were just so many 
untrained, if daring, volunteers, in 
a huge “iron bathtub with an engine 
in the middle”. They had to sleep 
on bedrolls spread around the huge 
hatch in the centre—in which, nor- 
mally, the Phoebe collected the silt 
it dredged from the Hooghly to throw 
into the sea. But they kept their 
cool—and their sense of humour. 
Theirs was a mission with no rewards 
if they succeeded. nor liabilities to 
Britain if they failed. Bill Manners, 
a one-eyed volunteer, once a good 
hockey player (that’s how he had lost 
his eye), every night, before he hit 
the sack, took out his glass eye, 
wrapped it in flannel and kept it in 
his pocket, lest it rolled out into the 
stormy sea. 


ТОРЕК 
AX. the air. Не had been waiting 
for it, since Koch's death. He had a 
conference with the other Captains 
—the Anfora's Garibaldi, the Drachen- 
fels Schmidt, a man who suftered 
from chronic dysentery and had a 
paralytic Jeg, the Braunfel’s Johan 
Biett—a “great man", according to 
Karl Brietlotff, a sailor and a citizen 
of Kiel, now settled in Goa "for 
good”. 

Rofer took charge of all cargo in 
the hatches of the ships. The 
Drachenfels had brought in 2,000 
bags of explosives for blasting iron 
Gre mines. The Anfora had tin, 
aluminium sheets, marble slabs, wheat 
flour. The Braunfels had oil cakes 


which she was to take to Finland, 
and car batteries. 


f ed: ake 17 
Karl Breitkopf, а crewmember of 


who still lives in Vasco 
near the Marmagoa harbour 


"knew" something was in ` 


all the ships 
and the car 


ofer boobytrapped 
with the explosives 
batteries; he covered up the traps 
with flour and marble. He had made 
devices which, at the sound of an 
alarm, would spray the decks with. 
grease and diesel, making the board- 
ing difficult, if not altogether inv 
possible. And Schmidts huge Kings- 
ton valves would be opened in the 
final act of the ships’ scuttle. 

“We will not give up the ships. We 
will: die,” Karl Brietkoff remembers 
Rofer saying. ; 

"Those damn Italians cried," Karl 
recalls. “They were only good for 
music and wómen. You won't believe, 
They had madé a garden in the ship 
and reared pigs.” 

. The Phoebe made the trip from 
Cochin to Marmagoa on schedule. In 
the holds, they had chickens and 
goats. If the chicks stopped laying 
they were killed, so were the goats if 
they stopped yielding milk.. 

On March 9, 1943, under cover of 
pre-dawn darkness, the Phoebo 
emerged from nowhere and touched 
Ehrenfels. Rofer deliberately had 
not joined the Carnival revellers. He 
had stayed back. He had also seen 
the Phoebe, mistaken her for an *oil- 
er', but was, nonetheless, suspicious. 
The sentry was to sound the gong 
“if, she came too close for comfort." 
were Rofers’ orders, before he retired 
to the bridge. _ 

But the ‘boarding party’ was: made 
of desperate men. They had nothing 
to lose—what they were about to do 
was sheer madness. And they did it 
well. Red Mac, a boozard of a Scot, 
shot dead the sentry. Pugh and 
Stewart-who were the only pro- 
fessionals in the group, boarded 
Ehrenfels, spoke some German to 
confuse the crews,-and the 18 British 
volunteers, soon enough, were all on 


board—on bamboo ladders, which 
were all they had. The Indian 
‘askars’ manned the Phoebe, all 
through. 


And just then, hell broke loose. 
The siren.in Ehrenfels went dead. 
The sailors on shore hurriedly picked 
'up their pants and ran out of the 
whore shops. The officers deserted 
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. Drachenfels in flames after the attack 


their waltzing partners, in midstep: 


“Ts it Carnival? 


That Thiga was 
asking me, mam. 


He was so drunk, 
man, he tried to go forward and 
come back. Oh, how we laughed, . 
man. But we knew what it was, It 4 
was no laughing matter. Karl tells d 
me, his little eyes blinking in the hot 
sun of Marmagoa’s jetty. “We were 
here"—and he points out to a por- 
tion of the Port. (Recently, Karl 
salvaged for the Marmagoa Port 
Trust 700 tons of steel scrap, which 
once was the hull of Ehrenfels.) 

Hofer, almost singlehanded, faced 
tbe British. One by one, the ships 
blew themselves up. It was an in- 
ferno, to which the squealing pigs om 
Anfora added a touch of comedy. 

"It was all over man, just like that" 
says Karl, and snapping his massive 
thumbs, more in sorrow than im 
anger. 

Dimzak, also an ex-German sailor, 
and presently Panaji’s best watch re- 
pairer—actually, he is an expert in 
musical boxes—is German enough not 
to admit that the British did it. “It 
was something I do not know.” And 
36 years have gone by. “People talk, 
you know," he says, without heliev- 
meni himself, and shakes his ageing 

ead. 


Cates Rofer was killed during 
the scuttle. Captain Schimdt slit 
his wrists in the hospital, determined 
not to submit himself to interrogation. 
The Portuguese accused the Germans 
and the Italians of havin 
troyed the ships “after a 
carnival brawl". And, for te ears, 
they were in jail—much after the 
war had ended. ; ; 

Of the, "boarding party", on 
were injured, but they were retrieved. 
and taken back. , ї 

And “а$ the paint of the bur 
ships burst in giant blisters”, the 
Phoebe revved its engine. Back in 
the Phoebe, Pugh passed around _ 
bottles of rum, brandy and what have 
you—a good hard drink to a mission - 
accomplished. For no rev lo 

Bill Manners took out | 
from his p and 
empty socket, It м 
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HE one actor who is 
never short of new 
Stunts, when it comes to 
| getting publicity for himself, 
is Ranjeet. This guy had 
been complaining for a 
| Jong time that his girlfriend- 

mistress, Pushpa, the leech 
in his life, Simple Kapadia 
and all the servants in his 
bungalow were taking . 
undue advantage of his 
| kindness, generosity and 
4 good nature. At that time, 
he claimed that he was fed 
© up of all the jhanjhats and 
teda ways of the world. He 
stated that he wanted to 
live his life in peace, “just 
go for my shooting and 
| come home and relax.” He 
also requested his friends. 
| from the Press to stop writ- 
ing about him because he 
! wished to be a recluse. 
For a recluse, Ranjeet’s 
latest behaviour is very 
puzzling. He has got him- 
` self a new girlfriend (he 
claims she is a foreigner) 
and it is with great pride ` 
that he has been attending 
every possible function with 
the girl hanging on his arm. 
But if Ranjeet knows what is ` 
good for him he will go only 
this far and no further. 
When I last met Pushpa, 
she was griiting her teeth 
in anger. She refused to 
comment on the new girl 
in Ranjeet's life, but I noted 
i that she was filing. her 
‘nails with great care that 
day. And Pushpa's scratches 
leave lasting impressions as 
Simple Kapadia. can testify! 


AMALAHASAN, the 

Superstar in the South, 
has been offered roles in 
Hindi films by many Bombay 
producers, but he has not 
accepted any of them. : 
Rumour has it that it is 
wife Vani (ex-actress her- 
self) who has been dissuad- 
ing him from working in 
the Bombay industry, 


. Vani? Don't tell us that 
grapes are sour ! 


Н* Padmini Kapila got 
a new godfather or 
something? She wags 
glowing like a roadside 
neon when I saw her in a 
restaurant the other day. I 
overheárd her telling her 
companion (and film stars 
automatically develop extra 
loud voices when they are 
in public places) that in. 
another forinight something 
really exciting was going to 
"stake place in her life, which 
was going to change things 
"completely for her. Being 
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a Serious-minded person 
myself, I took it for granted 
that she was referring to 
her film career. But for 'al 
one knows, she may have 
merely been talking about 
her next trip to exotic 
Dubai, In case that has. 
set you wondering, let me 
tell you that Padmini's 
ianous Dubai trips have 

€n commented on and 


Suspected, in many Bo 
lm magazines, ` Bey, 


УЕ Боге she has 
ns pie 

R ishi 1 Kapoor, wooed 
15 trying to put о 
airs with her friends dus 
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Padmini Kapila: something exciting 


ate Museum, Hazratganj. } 


to Nettu’s nakhras. In the 
end, Nectu had to burst out 
laughing at the shameless 
Sonia, and join in the 1р». 
hearted banter. And as 
Neetu laughed, one could 
almost see signs of the 
old Neetu, the likeable, 
appealing Neetu who had 
been so popular with 
everybody ! 


MRISH PURI, the 
character-actor who 
tried his best to scare the 
lights oux of everybody in 
Jaani Dushman, is convinced 
that he is the Indian version 
of Christopher Lee. In fact, 
before he started shooting 
for that film, it seems he 
used to sit with books on 
the make-up of Count 
Dracula and study them 
intensively, late into the 
night. Though why he 
should require make-up, I 
don't know, He looks like 
Dracula as he is. 


IDITA BHADURI, the 

4X talented-actress who is 
being ignored by Hindi film 
producers, seems to be 
doing quite well for herself, ' 
She is working in a lot of 
Gujarati films and doing a 
lot of TV work, too. It 
won't be long before the 
Bombay producers wake up 
to her true worth. If Т 
were Rita, I would teach 
them a lesson by'refusing 
to work with them, 


SHIRJEE 


Rita: food [or producers! 
thought 


assignments, she no longer 
laughs and jokes with the 
unit workers as she used 

to do before. She holds her 
nose up in the air and 
pretends that all of them 

are worthy of nothing 

but һер contempt since 

she is the great ‘Mrs E 
Rishi Kapoor’ (to be). gu 
On the sets of 

Chorni, Sonia- Sahni 
tried to chat with her, { 
but Neetu answered in “ 
monosyllables and showed ш 
her reluctance to talk LN 
openly. by yawning, asking 

Sonia the time, etc.,. Ў 
Any other person would 
haye got the message, but 
not Sonia. She kept 
jabbering,quite oblivious 
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66 G00 every call girl 
2 go'around wearing 
blouses with plunging 
necklines?” asked Sharmila 
Тодоте. In Madras, after a 
long gap, to act in a 
Malayalam film Chuvanna 
Chirakukkal being directed 
by N. Sankaran Nair, 
Sharmila declared that she 
won't wear revealing clothes. 
Joman is cast opposite her : 
tbe film is being shot at 
kneck speed and is 
adied for release in 
Director Nair was 
і ointed with 
fusal to titillate 
, but he's 
hat his film will 
as it presents “an 
gether different kind of 
call girl", not the self-pity- 
jag, virtuous type but a 
spirited call girl who's not 
asham 
who's 


YA, the wide-eyed 
, is hoping that 
3000 come out of 

1 which she is 
at the moment. Due 
for immediate release is 
Imayam. Though it's domi- 
nated by Sivaji Ganesan, 
she hopes she will shine 
in a foy good Се nd 
there's the untitled Tami a 
film, rumoured to be a version I ENYA- born Sure ae 
of Khatta Meetha, in which | &® family friend of dire 
she’s paired with Vishnu- Sankaran Nair, was quite 
vardhan, Vidya still has impressive in Tombura' a 
plenty of charm, but she one of those much ае 
should give serious thought | “sex” films from Kerala. A 
to her figure. So what if After having crossed Swor S 
Sripriya, K. R. Vijaya and with the censors, and үп Т 
many other “fatties” аге many of the so called "ho 
accepted by the audience ? | Scenes butchered, the film 
It isn't as if Madras | 45 running again. Аш 
audiences do not appreciate doing very well. Suresh, 
slim, graceful heroines, however, isn’t keen on 


continuing in films — 
AYAN has got ar excellent | doesn’t like the tense 
boost through the fantas- atmosphere. And he has. 
tic success of his Malayalam | plans to go back to Kenya, 
hit Sara Paacheram, a story or maybe to the UK and 
of a horse-keeper whose plunge into business. In 
sexual passion wrecks the the meanwhile, director 
lives of a mother and Nair is trying to feature 
daughter. The film is soon him in one of his produc- 
to be remade in Таш but | tions, 
Jayan may not play the 
jead role. His mannerisms J RISHNACHANDER e 
are too close to those of young boy who made 
Rajnikant: naturally, love to Jayabharathy | "E 
Tamil producers are wary of | Rathi Nirvedham loo а е. 
іт. a regular sissy, but the 
Sheela played the role of producen in Kerala see in 
mother in Sara Paucharam im the desi edition 0 т 
after the success of I. V. Errol Flynn. Eollovdn € e 
Sasi’s Yeetta in which she box-office success O es 1 
played the role of a lusty Nirvedham, he was cast im 
woman. Producers are keen | a dozen films in which he 
on casting her in similar was made to seduce and 
roles. In fact, in Sara flatter women older than bim. 
Pancharam it is she who Maybe the women couldn't 


pM 


arouses the passion of the 
horse-keeper. 
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Suresh : from Kenya with love 


‚ Nagesh and gave him the 


a welcome change from the 
routine Telugu melodramas 
and it turned out to be 
an average success. More - 
offers came Nagesh’s way ~ 
but he was somehow not ton 
keen on taking up another 
film for some time. “Give 
me good roles,” he asked 

the producers. Some of them 
did. Yet one wonders if 
Nagesh can produce the 

kind of comedy he did in 
Kathalikka Neramillat. 


ADHU MALINI was 
featured in a small 

role in a Tamil film 
Тһауйіата! Nanillai. The 

advertisements proudly 
acclaimed that she was a 
Bombay "star"! Never | 
mind the misleading ads, her | 
sexy dance in the film was 
received with lusty wolf- 
whistles, And now she's 
busy stripping herself to 
glory, though some meaty, 
emotional roles are on her 
way. 


EE a pity that a smart 
jactress like Raj hasn't 
gone places, but she seems 
to have made one good 
conquest. Upcoming actor 
Chafrapani's name is being 
increasingly linked with 
Raji's: the two met for the 
first time while working in 
a film being made by j 
veteran actress Bhanumati, . - 
Soon assorted tongues 
started clattering about the - 
impending marriage. No ~ 
wedding bells have been ~ 
heard, and a liberated Raji 
may not want a marriage so 
Soon. 


EY called her the 
‘dark fluke’. They 
Swore that she just won't 
click, And that her god- 
father, K. Balachander; 


| 


produce the excitement 
among the audience like 
Jayabharathy did, maybe 

the audience waited for 
Krishnachander to grow up 
(he didn't). All these films 
F14 Vayasile-included, failed 
at the boxoffice. 


HEN comedian Nagesh 

started hitting the. 
bottle in a big way, a few 
years ago, his rivals said 
that he wouldn’t last long. 
But something keeps, Nagesh 
going. Despite many domes- 
tic problems, Nagesh has 
managed to continue to 
‘make people laugh. 

Surulirajan and Thengat 

Srinivasan have benefit 
from Nagesh’s personal 
problems. They have bagged 
many of his assignments, i 
And yet the Nagesh fans 
are happy to see their 
favourite actor now and 
then. For, who down South, 
can so superbly blend 
pathos and humour ? 
Nagesh even managed to get 
Telugu producer, Rama 
Naidu; to sponsor a film 
which he directed with 
Jayasudha as the hernine. 
The title of the film is 
Murattadu Naidu heard the 
outline of the story from 


golden г ЗВ hit, the 
so-called box-office pundits 
said, “Congratulate Kamal- 
ahasan, he’s responsible 
for the super success”. 
But Sarija is going places. 
And how. This very ‘plain’ 
looking woman is now 
enjoying the success of two 
more films, Vijaya in Telugu 
and Ponnu Oorukku Pudusu 
in Tamil. Taking keen ‘in- 
terest in her is Kamalahasan, - 
who believes that Sarita is 
one of the most intelligent 
actresses he has ever come 
across, And knowing the _ 
general IQ of actresses 
own South, one is incli 
| to believe Kamalahasa 


green signal. The film .wasn’t 


a masterpiece, ‘but it was 
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| CharlieBrown" 
PSYCAATRIC / SOMETIMES I SUSPECT 

ur edis THAT YOU HAVE A 
TERRIBLE RAGE BOTTLED 


UP WITHIN «OU... 


[PEANUTS 


THE VOCTOR 


is [ia] 


келейн tatters ыс. Ge am 


IT ISN'T GOOD TO KEEP ALL THAT 


WHAT T WANT «00 TO DO 15 GET MAD! 
ANGER INSIDE, CHARLIE BROWN.. 


N 
SHOUT! DON'T HOLD BACK ! SAY ANYTHING 
F 60 AHEAD! 


RE A 
daa eq ан 


RIGHT 
NOW? 


UI "ойез!руА$ NLAJ рәйип 6161 @ 


FORGET IT... FIVE ) 
CENTS PLEASE! , 


` THE Doctor © 


THE Doctor 
is is] 


15 [N] 


They kill f 
| еу Kill Tor mone 
| Е 

| —The Deadly World of Mercenaries 
| They deal in death апа destruc- The Public Sector 


tion all the world over. Among Pindaris 
\ them are also “Quick Run Girls ^ A shocking story of plunder 
| Who are these dealers in death? of public money. 
|| High Drama on the How rauch can a 
| High Seas off Madras woman stand? 


It was an 80-hour hell for all Dramatic story of Kesro who 
those aboard the S.S. United was discovered after 30 years 
Vanguard caught in the ferocious on the roads of Poonch. 
cyclone on May 9, 1979, Where 
did the drama end? Algo: j 7 d MS 

Neer ei. ur Jeweller's Mur 
Karunanidhi's Anti-Hindi New. York, Untold ӨН. 
Gimmick — — 4 the Pioneers of .А Е. . : 
Is it Karunanidhi's fight against l : 
Hindi or a handle for his political Plus many more interesting 
revival? A team of Probe corres- and exciting features from 
pondents unfold the drama PROBE India. 
behind the language war. 


7 СА monthly magazine of investigative reporting 
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This week the Eun alone is in Gemini Jupiter 

b р ү and Mercury are conjoined in Cancer. Rahu and Sat 

Uranus le In Libra, Noptuna alone is in Scorpio, Kethu b In ARIETE and Mars is In pte о гео 
moving through Sagittarius, Capricorn and Aquarius from Scorpio. 


———MeÓ! = 


Taurus, The Moon ‘will be 


= ہے 


ARIES (March 21 — 
Aprli 20) You are warn- 
ed not to make sudden 
orratle changes. Watch 
i: finances carefully, 
Your success will be pralsed by 


your friends and relatives, Your 
health will Improve, Some medical 


expenditure |n the family is In the 
offing. Utillse your energy and 
Initiative In your career. Good dates: 
11, 12, 18 and 14. Lucky numbers: 
2 and 3, Favourable direction: Wost, 


M = 
a у) TAURUS (April 21 — 
7d SN May 22) The week ls 
/ ^ jew виврісіоив and a new 
iO), friendship Is In the 
offing. Guard agalnst 
trickery and deceptlon X especially 
in financial matters, Your affalrs 
mako good progress towards tho 
middie of the week, although there 
might be some anxiety and annoy- 
ance írom family members. Love 
and social activity Is forecast. In 
general, this is, à week of happi- 
ness. Good dates: 8, 9, 10 and 13. 
Lucky numbers: 4 and 6. Favourable 
directlon: North. 


GEMINI (May 23 — 
June 21) Everything 
progresses on an even 
note this week. Health 
will need extra care. 
You might have to make some un- 
favourable decisions. Your own 
industry and initiative will help 
you gain fortune. You will not be 
successful in meeting people but you 
will be able to maintain your pres- 
tige with your juniors. Good dates: 
9. 10, 12 and 14. Lucky numbers: 
4 and 7.  Favourable direction: 
North-west. 


CANCER (June 22 — 
July 22) This is going 
to be a week of mixed 
fortunes for you. An 
; 31 unexpected upheaval 
will result in financial gain. There 
might be chances of deception and 
misinterpretatlon from friends. 
Pending legal suits will cause you 
mental worry., Reply to letters im- 
mediately if they are concerned 
with love. Good datee: 8, 10, 12 
and 13. Lucky numbers: 9 and 10. 
Favourable direction: East. 


< 
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Zu» LEO (July 23 — August 
(mit | 22) Don't neglect your 


Job. You will have to 
۵ strive hard ‘and In the 
LAS procass you will gain 
а little. You need not worry about 
your family, Everything proceeds on 
a normal course, You will have 
to spend money on yourself for 
medical treatment. Businessmen 
are advised to make decisions after 
careful consultation with partnars. 
Good dates: 8, 10, 11 and 13. 
Lucky numbers: 2 and 7. Favours 
‘able direction: South. 


ќа : VIRGO (August 23 — 
М le September 22) There 
? wx will be many perplex- 
GRO Ing problema this week 

“^” which you will have to 
overcome, There will be some sud- 
den unexpected events beyond your 
control, Follow your  Intultion 
since this Is a critical week for 
businessmen. Be sareful before 
entering Into new contracts. Some 
might pe transferred. Take care of 
yourself since there Is a possibility 
of a mild attack of cold. Gceod 
dates: 11, 12 and 14. Lucky num 
bers: 1 and 10. Favourable direc- 
tlon: South-west. 


LIBRA . (September 23 
— October 22) Some 
fortune. is in the offing. 
Businessmen are advis- 
ed to take care in 
matters Involving law and property. 
Meet your relatives and discuss 
alliances regarding marriage with 
them. Some will gain through specu- 
lation, lotteries and betting. A letter 
from a distant place will bring 
good news. Good dates: 8, 9, 11 
and 13, Lucky numbers: 2 and 9. 
Favourable direction: South-east. 


SCORPIO (October 23 
— November 21) In 
the beginning of the 
week there will be new 
4 opportunities anl this 
will help you їп gaining plenty 
of confidence. The end of the 
week sees.a reversal of trends. 
You will have to spend some 
money [in maintaining your 
status, Be ready to be a host at a 
social occasion. The end of the 
week will bring good news. Do not 
depend on others as regards 
speculation. Good dates: 8, 9, 11 
and 13. Lucky numbers: 7 and 9. 
Favourable direction: West. 
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SAGITTARIUS (Моует- 
Ber 22 — December 22) 


ч 5, (7, Stellar portents Indi: 
nial E cata success. and 
wy SS" happiness which. will 


come through young people. Elders 
will cause anxlety at times. The 
first three days of the week are 
bound to bring you some gaina 
financially. This ls good time for 
attempting new business ventures 
and finallsing contracts. Romance 
proves fruitful. Good dates: 8, D, 
11 and 14, Lucky numbers: 2 and 8. 
Favourable direction: East. . 


CAPRICORN (Decem: 
ber 23 — January 20) 
The beginning of the 
NS week will see happi- 

— ness and pone 
New frlends, successful changes: 
and travel are foreseen. Your 
health will be good. This week is 
favourabe for marriage and court- 
ship. Childran will be successful In 
thelr studies. Letters will bring In 
good news from far away. Sports- 
men and technicians gain. Good 
dates: 9, 11, 12 and 14 Lucky num- . 
pere 1 and 5. Favourable direction: 

est, 


Jr AQUARIUS (January 21 - 

= — February 19) Do not 
be afrald to adopt novel 

= 4 deas In business. 


However, beware of | 
arousing hostility by your Impul- 
sive actions. Concentrate on your: 
vocation rather than оп love and ^ 
marriage, since some sort of dis- _ 
appointment Is in the offing: An 
‘unexpected event will cause 
anxiety and expense In the middle: 
of the week, Good dates: 9, 10, 11 
and 13, Lucky numbers: 1 and 5. _ 
Fevourable direction: West. : 


х9 PISCES (February 29 |. 
ERS) — March 20) This week 

qi promises to be one of - 
бы NA more than average 
3 good fortune. You will” 
be able to complete some of уочи 
unfinished work. Beneficial chang | 
es in your professional career and = 
travel are in the offing. Children 
will be successful in their studies, _. 
Businessmen are advised to acquire 
and stock new stores. Good dalis: 
8, 9, 12 and 14, Lucky numbers: 4 | 
and 9. Favourable direction: South- / 
west. 3 
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NEXT WEEK 


THE LAWLESS 
LAWMEN 


The police- Government confrontation has 
assumed disastrous proportions 
Has the Central Government become 
impotent ? SAUMITRA BANNERJEE,.from 
Bokaro, and AJOY BOSE, from Delhi, 
report on perhaps the most dangerous 
revolt in independent India. 


NADIA : COMMUNAL 


- DACOITS 


Another spark of violence, and this time 
in West Bengal, which has not known a 
Serious communal riot for years. 
SHYAMAL CHAKRABORTY describes 
another expression of mass insanity. 


ate Museum, Hazratganj. Lucknow · 


All agree Physics is 
usually the toughest in 


ШТ Entrance Exam 
We revel in tough problems, 
Look what our students 

have to say. 
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12, Masilamani Mudal Stre 
. Miadras-600 017, Phone: 442099 


| Toshiba 
| Anand 
first 


It's yours for the asking. 
Unique TWO WAY 
PROTECTION which no other 
battery gives. 


Toshiba Anand's tamperproof 
Factory Seal guarantees you ali 
100% of the power we pack 
into our batteries, While it's 
Metal Jacket guards against 
leakage and corrosion. 


It all adds up to more 
usable power. Hour after hour 
The first battery to really last. 
Toshiba Anand, ү 


ANAND 
GUARANTEES 100% POWER 
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A galaxy of grandmasters 
Nunn (Black) to play 


"e ZZ 
ы 7 7 dh И 
Rn , d G 
fa Р 


Letzeler (White) 
aftar Whfto's 18th move 


Posliton 


By winning a strong international tourna- 
ent in Budapest last summer John Nunn 
> the fourth English player to qualify 
for ihe titte of Grandmaster in a period 
scanning not much more than two years. 
John deserves great credit for his fine 
achievement. He is not only a leading chess- 
player but also ona of the country's most 
promising young mathematicians. How he 
finds time to concentrate on both pursuits I 
shall never know. 

Why the sudden spate of English grand- 
masters? Until Tony Miles captured the title 
in 1976 England had never had a grandmas- 
ter in her history, yet since then we have 
produced more than the rest of Western 
Europe combined. Have we suddenly con- 
ceived a generation of bionic chessplayers. 
or is it the fluorine they put in our drinking- 
water? | think the explanation is rather 
simple. There always have been and always 
will be chessplayers of great potential in 
this country, but only recently have any 
serious efforts been made to develop their 
talents. A lot of people are doing a lot of 
work to provide strong, competitive tourna- 
ments for developing players and the 
results are almost inevitable. This ia the first 
generation lucky enough to be given regu- 
lar opportunities to compete against grand- 
masters and so acquire their special skills 


and techniques. There's no magic, just a ` 


simple question of practice making perfect. 

The main quality of John Nunn's play is 
his incisiveness. The shortest distance bet- 
ween two points is a straight line and John 
will always find the most direct line of play. ! 
give an example of his ferocious style taken 
from the Olympiad in Haifa 1976. Nunn's 
opponent is happily preparing his own 
attack when he is suddenly flattened by a 
series of tactical bombshells. A dazzling 
display. 


White: J. Letzelter (France). Black: J. Nunn 
(England). Haifa 1976. Pirc Defence . 
1. P—K4, P—KN3; 2. P—Q4, 8—N2; 3. 
N—QB3, P—Q3; 4. B—K3, P—QR3; 5. 
0—02, P—QN4; 6. P—B3, N—Q2; 7. 
P—OQR4, P—N5; 8. N—O1, R—N1; Ө. P—R5, 
KN—B3; 10. R—R4, P—B4; 11. Px P, Px P; 
12. B—KB4, R—81; 13. B—QB4, O—O; 14. 
P—KN4, B—N2; 15. N—K2, Q—B1; 16. 
N—N3, R—Q1; 17. Q—K2, P—K3; 18. P—R4 
‚ (Diagram). White has successfully block- 
aded the queenside and seems well set for a 
Standard kingside attack with P—h5, but 
Nunn produces a devastating counter- 
attack out of a clear sky. 


opening of the K-file is disasterous for 
White. . 
19. B—KN5, Q—B2! 20. Bx R, R x BI Deftly 
played. If 20..* , QxN+, 21 Q—B2 White 
Succeeds in exchanging the queens 
Black's onslaught bears the unmistakable 
signature of Tal. 
21. Px N. P x P! White is now a rook ahead 
but his whole position is in flames: 
22. N—K4. What else? _ 
22. ... P x N; 23. P x P, Q—N6+; 24. N—B2, 
8—05; 25. P—B3, Px P; 26.P xP, BxN+; 
27. QxB, QxP+; 28. G—Q2. Losing 
immediately, But there is of course no 
defence anyway. 
28... . QxQ+; 29. Kx Q, N—N3+; 30. 
8—05, Nx A; 31. K—B2, Bx B; 32. PxB, 
Rx P; 33. R—R1, А—05; 34. R—QN1, R x P; 
35. R—N8+, K—N2; 36. R—QR8, P—8B5; 37. 
AXP, R—N7-«; 38. K—B1, NBG, 39. 
Meus N—N6-- and White (belatedly) re- 
gne 


MICHAEL STEAN 


bridge 


SOME 'equals' are not.quite so equal as 
others, Would you think it could make any 
difference whether East, defending against 
Six Spades, played the King of clubs or the 
Jack on the opening lead? 


ulnerable 


East, playing weak Two-bids, opened Two 
Hearts and the bidding continued: 


SOUTH WEST NORTH EAST 


— — 29 
dble No 39 No 
36 No 56 No 
64 No No . No 


It was as well that North did not become 
the declarer, because the spade slam can- 
not be made after a heart lead and a ruff. 

Against Six Spades by South, West led 
& 7, following the current style of second 
best from weak suits. East played the King 
and South won. Deciding that East had 
already shown his ration for a weak Two-bid 
and that West must hold Ф а, South played 
for a loser-on-loser elimination, arriving at 


this end position: 


4K86 4 
v 105 
€ — 
ty a 
em Wee. Ука? 
¢ Q87 S e 
Ф 1065 . ФЈ 
@ J 10 
v 864 
oJ 
Ф — 


South led. € Ј. West played the Queen 
and a heart was discarded from dummy, 
leaving West on play. 

When a defender who holds K J can be 
certain that his partner has not underled the 
Ace it Is usually good play to put in the Jack. 
For one thing, you discover who holds the 
Queen. Here the play gains in a different 
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way. Н East plays 4» J at trick 1 South may 
place West with the King of clubs and East 
with the Queer of diamonds. If he takes that 
view and finesses € Jhe loses the contract. 
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PIONEER Australian airmen are portrayed 
on four new stamps issued in Australia tó 
mark the fiftieth anniversary of the first 
trans-Pacific flight. This one features Sir 
Charles Kingsford Smith and Southern 
Cross, the aeroplane in which he and 
Charles Ulm, with two American airmen, 
flew in 1928 from Oakland, California, via 
Hawaii and Fiji to Brisbane. The other 
stamps portray Ulm, Bert Hinkler and Harry 
Hawker. All four men died in different air 
crashes, three of them while still in their 
thirties and Hinkler at the age of 41. The 
new stamps are also available in a miniature. 
sheet containing one of each value with a 
map of the flight and a commemorative 
inscription. 


C.W. HILL 
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QUESTIONS gr 


1. Where Is the Airbus manufac- - 
tured ? 
2. What was the name of the 
Soviet pilot. who flew in a MIG-25 
into a Japanese airport ? 
. Who owns the French left-wing 
daily ‘Liberation’? 
4. What Is the meaning of the word ~~ 
‘td-ul-Fitr’ ? gst 

5, What Is the MIRV? fates 
6. Who was the first president of 

China ? 


„ 7. fn printing terminology, what 


does an ‘em’ mean ? ў 
8. In which year was the ЅАСТ- 
agreement signed ? А 
9. How often Is the Kumbha Mela. - 
held ? : : E 
10. Who is the only man before - 
Bjorn Borg to have won the 
Wimbledon title thrice in a row? 
11. Where Is the Orly airport ? 
"sued "LE 
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| Sivega: zi at tthe top=in mopeds Ff irst with For Suvega, the lead, right from 
: A ment 

; Allo | 
'H 


The advantage of Alumi- 


ard- chromed CO d OY Hard-chromod 


iron cylinders, Suvega mopeds 


The result? These cylinders last 

several years longer — drastically 
reducing cylinder piston replace- 
ment costs, And longer life, 


extra Kms. 


9 A chain drive and internally 


for better stability, 

@ Automatic clutch ion ease and 
economy. 

@ Needle roller Bearin: for 
smoother movements and 
longer lives of parts. 


SAA/MIL/433 © 


| And, on top of it all, Suvega is 
backed-up by the widest after- 
ШШ; sale service network and all- ` 

d India availability of spares. No 
E wonder, Suvega is still at the 
top— in mopeds, 
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Cylinders fOF Instead of the conventional cast | 5 | 
extra life, use only these special types. : 4 


naturally, means ‘extra’ mileage б | 
in the long гип! E 
Plus all these star qi 
features: n 
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this india 


prize rs. 30 for the entry given first 
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superstitious 


T A young 
landed in custody after being caught 
while carrying out his vow to cut the 
braids of as many as 120 young girls 10 
propitiate the goddess  "Khodiar". The 
man,.a petty hawker, was caught while 
going for a 22nd braid. Не was held 
while working his scissors on his victim 
in a State Transport bus in Amod, a 
taluka town in Broach district adjoining 
Surat. The Amod police produced him 
before a magistrate in Broach who sent 
him to judicial custody, The police said 
that the culprit had told them that had 
he succeeded in offering 120 braids to 
the goddess his mother would have 
“died” and he would have lived a “pros- 
perous” life. Except three, all the 22 
girls who lost their beautifying plaits of 
hair to him were unmarried, the police 
said—The Hindu (S. Ignatius Mohan, 
Madras) 


SIRSI: The change in name of two dis- 
tricts from North Kanara (Karwar) and 
South Kanara (Mangalore) to Uttara 
Kannada and Dakshina Kannada has 
caused confusion—at least to the postal 
authorities. Uttara Kannada is referred 
as U.K. in postal circles here., A letter 
written by the private secretary to the 
State Finance Minister to the Secretary 
of the Ankola Town Municipality last 
July travelled all the way to ngland 
and back here nearly after 10 months. 
The address was given as "Ankola, U.K.." 
—The Hindu (GN. C. Sailesh, Bangalore) 


man 


CALCUTTA: Customs authorities at 
Calcutta Airport were baffled when an 
Indian national who came in an Air-India 
flight from Bangkok, persistently refused 
to open his folio bag. A custom officer 
was only allowed to feel the bag from 
outside, It was soft. . “What is it?", he 
asked. “Halua”, replied the man. Every- 
one around laughed but not the Custom 


.man. He suddenly gave a pull at the zip 


fastener and "Hiss...ss..."—Aa live cobra. 
The man and his snake, which measured 
four feet but had its venomous sting 
removed, were handed over to the police 
but before that he had to pay a nominal 
tine of Rs 50 for violating aircraft rules 
—Hindusthan Standard (Pradip Kumar 
Datta, Calcutta) 


TRIVANDRUM : Believe it or not they 
wrote together and passed together the 
pre-degree examination of the Kerala 
University this year: a 55-year-old mo- 
ther and her 17-year-old daughter. While 
the mother, Mrs Annamma Patil made 
it in the first class her daughter Gloria 
had to be content with a second class 
pass. As for the mother who is now a 
grandina, it was the realisation of a 39- 
year-old dream. She received the happy 
news from her own journalist son while 
her ten-month-old grandson was on her 
lap playing with the granny—Indian Ex- 
press (I. К. A. Salam, Kerala) 


TELLICHERRY: Four pieces of stone 
thrown to disturb a reception meeting 
organised by the Muslim Youth League, 
were auctioned for Rs 365. The function 
was held to felicitate Mr  Ahammad 
Maniyur and others who had resigned 
from the Opposition Muslim Students’ 
Federation. As the stone pieces were 
being auctioned the situation worsened 
when soda bottles were freely used. Po- 
lice had to intervene and chase the mis- 
creants and the meeting continued, The 
police have registered a 
Hindu (S. Issias, Trivandrum) 


LLLA AU 


india abroad 


LONDON: Three Indian children 
have become a problem of the British 
authorities. They are unwanted by 
their grandparents in India. They are 
too old to look after them. Home Office 
officials say their mother who.is here, 
is also not interested in them. Jayesh, 
16, Sajesh, 13, and Dipesh, 10, should 
have already been with their grand- 
parents by now but for the fact that 
two of the brothers suddenly fell ill. 
So the authorities decided that the 
third should not also go. The two 
brothers have not recovered from ill 
ness. They may be sent back to India 
next week, depending upon the out- 
come of an appeal by the former Lab- 
our MP, Mr Robert Bean. Mrs Patel, 
mother of the children came to Britain 
in 1975 having left her husband in 
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and having sent the children, 
to their grandparents in India. In 
March this year, the children came 
here to join their mother. Home Office 
officials are, now sending them back 
because their mother could not look 
after them during the period. “This is 
not true," according to Mr Bean. He 
says, he has evidence to prove that 
Mrs Patel has been looking after them. 
Mrs Patel works for British rail. Mrs 
Patel came to Britain with an entry 
passport. Although she was able -to 
stay in Britain the fact that her chil- 
dren came to the country in March 
makes the case complex. The children 
have Indian. passports but are also 
registered on their mother's British 
passport. The Indian High Commission 


is looking into the case as well—Patriot 


Kenya 


case—The | 


without comment 


I HAVE seen enough, done 
enough, earned enough, wasted 
enough, so I thought let me do 
something for my country—Biju 
Patnaik 


INDIRA "AMMA" (mother) finds 
an “Appa” (father) in Urs— 
Headline in Blitz ffi 


YOUR CONCEPT of command 
from above and implicit obedience 
from below, is a concept of the 
bygone ages—Devraj Urs to Mrs 
Gandhi poro ed 


IN WEST Bengal, power short- 
age, like death, comes without 
any warning—G. D. Віа 


JOHN PAUL II's not just a pop 
religious figure. He is a religious 
phenomenon for all seasons—A 
prelate quoted in Newsweek 


WITHOUT Christ it is. impossible. 
to trace the history of Poland— 
Pope John Paul If o 


I SHALL return to Iran. I believe 
in Providence..I am a religious 
maù—The exiled Shah of Iran 


YOU CAN keep your technology, 
your problems and your evils, and 
we will just keep our oil—Colo- 
nel Gaddafi of Libya to an Ame- 
rican interviewer 


SALT II is not a favour we are 
doing for the Soviet Union—US 
President Jimmy Carter 


WE COULD have had a good af- | 
fair—Jane Fonda on her father. 
Henry Fonda е 


humour in real life 


A NEWSPAPER advertisement 
says : “Wanted a mad-servant for 
a mental hospital" — R. N. Sen: 
pati, Balasore 


SIGNBOARD at a petrol station. 
“EAT TYRES 


GIVES. 
Kallikal Rahmu, T 
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THE Balasubramaniam raid — case 
is giving Kanti Desai the jitters 


and his father some uneasy mo- ; 


ments. The Union Finance Minis- 
try is taking up the matter with 
the Prime Minister. And 
it is quite possible that the 
Minister in charge, Mr ( 

Singh. will enter into a dialogue 
with Mr Desai on the issue. The 
famous Desai-Charan correspon- 


nce which ultimately led to his 
Бесе from the Cabinet last year 
may be repeated all over again. 
Whatever the outcome, one thing 
is certain. Both sides are pretty 
cautious in launching moves an 
counter-moves, for this time there 
will not be any peacemakers and 
this will be a round which will be 
fought to the finish. Incidentally, 
the free Press has not exactly 
covered itself with glory by the way 
it has handled the Balasubrama- 
niam story. It has generally refus: 
ed to touch the case whose rami- 
fications lead up to the doorsteps: 
of the Prime Minister and treated 
it like the plague. The champions 
of Press freedom have been digg- 
ing up the ghosts laid to rest long 
ago—the L. N. Mishra murder 
for one—but seem to have no 
time and patience for the shena- 
nigans of the regime in power. 
` An agency story put out from 
Madras following raids there in 
connection with the Balasubrama- 
niam-Sanjay-Kanti axis was con- 
signed to the dustbin by most 
newspapers and even when a 
single newspaper used it, the item 
was put on the back page among 
local titbits about stabbings and 
snatchings in.the city. 
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the Jana Sangh-Congress(0O), 
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BUREAUCRAT ILL- 
TREATS CM 


ASSAM Chief Minister Соар 
Borbora made a formal complaint 
to the Prime Minister, Mr Morarji 
Desai, that despite repeated re- 
quests to the then Railway Board 
chairman, Mr Rajan did not in- 
crease the supply of wagons to 


combine to knock out former BLD 
men from various positions of 
power in the Janata Government 
and Party organisation, they wilh 
walk out of Janata and form a 
separate group in Parliament. Now 
Mr Raj Narain has taken the 
plunge. 

Mr Singh, aware of the incens- 
ed mood of his close followers, 
has decided to take the middle 
path: neither peace nor war. He 
would write a strong letter to 
Party President Chandrashekhar 
and also take up the issue with Mr 
Desai but would not go to the 
Press as he did last time when he 
made the famous “pack of impo: 
tents" statement. АП їп all, an 
Ominous situation for thé faction- 
ridden ruling Party. The Janata 
cookie seems to be crumbling once 
again. Meanwhile, Raj Narain is 
threatening to take the Balasubra- 
maniam-Kantj 7 scandal to the 
streets. One does not know how 
long Mr Singh will manage to keep 
the irrepressible former Health 
Minister on the leash. 


WESTWARD НО ! 
M F 


THE summer exodus of VIPs from 
Delhi is in full swing. It has made 
no difference that the Janata Go- 
vernment is at the helm of affairs. 
Ministers and officials have found 
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Assam and North Eastern Council 
States. He said that whenever he 
met Mr Rajan, he treated the 
Chief Minister as a subordinate, 
Mr Borbora told the PM, “How 
long shall I be treated like this?" 
After hearing this the PM  per- 
sonally called Mr Rajan and asked 
for an explanation. He found the 
explanation unsatisfactory and the 
ground for Rajan’s removal was 
thus prepared. 


Some excuse or other to escape 
from the Delhi heat. Yet, there is 
an unfortunate senior official 
whose propogal to go abroad has 
been turned down by the Cabinet 
Secretariat. Prof. B. Nag, who 
joined the Department of Electro: 
nics as secretary and chairman of 
the Electronics Commission in 
December last year, had chalked 
out a programme to visit some 
European countries from the first 


"week of July. But the proposal 


was turned down by none other 
than the Prime Minister who'is in 
charge of the Electronics Depart- 
ment. The reason given is said to 
be that Prof. 
the capital is necessary in view of 
the Stormy Parliament session be: 
Einning July 11. It would not be 
proper for the secretary to go out 
Df the country "at this time". The 
proposal has been withdrawn and 
the trip “postponed”. But no suc 
consideration prevented our Ener- ! 
gy Minister, Mr P. Ramachandran. 
from going to Egypt to advise 118 
Government on electricity ma^ 
ters or our Housing Minister, $ 
Sikander Bakht from going to 567 
veral countries to solve their how 
sing problems. We wish Egypt ап d 
the countries Mr Bakht is visitin} 
a speedy recovery from the Mini 
sterial advice. 
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` All these on a down-to- 


The kind of excitement 
having its source in 
luxurious comfort, endearing 


Instant reservation — 


Call 812061 Madras 


i it 1 230890/231061 Bombay 
hospitality, incomparable SIRE Ri 
personalised service. 562383 Delhi 


* Centrally air-conditioned . 263887 Calcutta | 


* Spacious well-appointed rooms 
& suites. 

* International gourmet restaurants. 

* Exclusive Chinese restaurant at 
Madras &r Vegetarian restaurant 
at Bangalore. 

* Permit room at Madras:Mustang 
Bar and round-the-clock Coffee 
Shop at Bangalore. 

* Swimming pool & Health club 
with Sauna at Madras. 

* Conference room & Convention 
hall to seat 450 at both places. 

* And scores of other facilities. 


[-] 


"| луовюгай 
"fV... GROUP OF HOTELS 


hotel 


($) sudaksan 


‘Montieth Road, Madras 600 008 
Phone: 812061; Telex: 7453 


A MINI WORLD WITH MAXI COMFORTS 


Residency Road, Bangalore 560 025 

Phone: 53265; Telex: 567 

LUXURY WITHIN YOUR REACH 
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earth tariff 
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| Are you looking for smoothness 
| "without having to give up 
satisfaction? 

Then the brand for you is 

3 GOLD. FILTER. 

A rare combination — of both 
noothness and. Satisfaction, 


м راان‎ Toy >, 
- 


Rs, 2.25 for 20 
(Local taxes extra) 


. UP State Museum, anl Lucknow 
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THE 
EYE-CATCHERS 


INDON, 


SUITINGS, SHIRTINGS, DRESS MATERIALS, SAREES. 
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Fabrics from the Most Modem Mill ӨШ ү 


СС-0. In Public Domain. UP State Museum, Hazratganj. Lucknow 


| { Pt etween 
à Toasts ; *.. breads 
| Over 


We're getting ourselves 
into a lot of jams to please you - 


| | ( ) 
| 
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Mixed fruitjam Oran 3e M-m- marmalade |. 
z The choicest fruits Made from fresh-picked 


am ives into Nagpur oranges.A delicious — 
к OF memo jam. way to enjoy an orange. 


And 4 other fruity ways Pineapple jam 


to toast yourself Mango Jam 
rawberry jam 
at breakfast Xd Guava jelly 


Ж 
Шш Mahar htra Agro- Industries | Denia Corporation Ltd. Noga Unit, 
rasntra - 
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GIVE YOUR 
CHILDREN 
LOVE AND 
AFFECTION AND... 


Ж де ла ami ee а 


CORPORATION BANK'S 


KIDDY BANK 


Saving is an instinct. Let your child Besides, the child gets a 
‚ make it a habit—through colouring book free 
Corporation Bank's Kiddy Bank. for every Rs. 100 saved. 


: The jingling sound of Give your child Ы 
g SA coins in the toy bank Corporation Bank’s 


will help your child Kiddy Bank today. 
learn the value of money— 


money saved every day. 


—Where friendliness is a tradition 
4 E Regd. Office: Udupi Administrative Office: Mangaloré Chairman: М. М. Pai 
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The 7a.m. 
Experience. 


Shave with the extra-thick, rich 
foam only Williams Shaving 
Cream* can give. Do it lazily, 
pleasurably. Indulge yourself. 
Then splash on a cold, thrilling 
palmful of Aqua Velva aftershave— 
that clean, sophisticated and 
boldly masculine fragrance. 


Ahhh... 


wor 4 
gU» 


Ix | Е E 3 
Aqua Velva t* 
| . Williams 
Shaving Cream. 
For the sheer, 
manly pleasure of 
shaving... B. 
* Available in luxurious Lanolin Regular. And super-co 


LDS-1572 
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Mummy, why do 
ve put ODONIL IN 


our cupboards also? 
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ODONIL drives away moths 


and cockroaches, elon 
Sure our clothes sta y fresh, 


ODIO 
@ tle 


= 
=< 
il lavender 


[i Beware = fragrant and safe from 
p imitations © ODONIL Insects. 

a E AIR PURIFIER 

| & ANTI-MOTH 


4 77 


ВА @ 30 times more powertu! than 
960000909 C LS naphthalene balls. 


EA MODERN AIDS 


B @ Keeps the air fresh and 
го везг ER LIVING fragrant in homes... 
БАГАНА Neen er ee especially in toilets. 
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It's exciting ropeways, 
fruit-laden orchards. 


It's a refreshing holiday. 


Kashmir in autumn is golden colours in a 
dreamland. With shady forest glades where 
yellow and gold leaves lie in a rustling carpet. 
There's such a lot to see and experience. Such a 
lot to do. Riding, boating, golfing, strolling... 
everything you've always wanted to do on a 
holiday. 


There's a chairlift at 
Gulmarg for a wonderful 
:view of the Himalayas. 
Picturesque mountain 
cabins near Pahalgam. 
Cosy houseboats and 
sacred Amarnath. A new 
winter blowing 
downthe valley. 


Anda lot more. 


BLS-186 
BLS-18 ITDC/CAS-131-A 
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chinar leaves turning aold. 


On your kind of budget. 


Kashmir in Autumn | 
_ Its fun and frolic. | 


Bring your family and your budget along. 
You can spend Rs. 300 a day. Or just 30. Withoùt 
missing out on anything.’ Accommodation is good 
and plentiful. Direct flights operate from Delhi to _ 
Jammu and Srinagar. State transport buses and taxis 
ply upto Srinagar. 

Your travel agent or 
nearest tourist office will 
tell you when, where and 
how to go on the holiday 
of your life. 

On a budget. 


Your kind of holiday. 


SA 
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J&K TOURISM 


For further information 
contact Tourist Officer, 
J & K Government 


New Delhi 
Chandralok Building 
Janpath 

Tel 345373 


Bombay. . 7 
129 Manakjee Wadia Bldg. 


M. G. Road 

Tel 273830 
Ahmedabad 
Airlines House 
Lal Darwaza 

Tel 20473 
Calcutta 

12 Chowringhes 
Tel 233268 
Hyderabad! 
Room No. 30. 
tal Bahadur Stadium 


Amritsar 
2.Court Road 
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APDDC'S сот 


Ever heard of prosperity in a v Subsidised rates. The vast farming 
drought stricken area? community. who till then had been 
The Andhra Pradesh Government Praying futilely for rains, suddenly 
brought it about when it imple- found itself a new occupation. 
mented the Union Government Dairy Farming. APDDC launched 
Ed financed Drought Prone Area 8 vigorous programme of 

| f Programme (DPAP). Under this assistance to milk producers— 

ES у scheme the State Government , Enabling them to get free land for 
БЕ spent Rs. 363.76 lakhs through the grazing, providing nutritious and 
£4 Andhra Pradesh Dairy Development balanced cattle feed at controlled 

Е Corporation for the development prices and ensuring free veterinary 
IS of Dairy Farming in the Rayala- care, A complete Dairy Extension 

: seema area—Andhra’s drought Service. The results were dramatic. 
race i ei Milk producti hot up eightfold 

i mi ilk production sho 
MEE AA A shot up миын 
F1 distributed under the ОРАР to the 364 lakh litres in 78-79. Small 

i small farmers in the region at armers haunted by starvation 
1 With no means of livelihood now 


BIANDHRA DAIR 


Breaking the limits of growth 
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In a parchedland 


| 


tribution to 
Andhra's Drought Areas. 


“had a minimum daily income of. 


Rs. 7-Rs. 10. And most important 
of all, the dairy movement cut 
through caste and communal - 
divisions. Jt became a crusade for 
the betterment of the community 


‘as a whole. 5 


APDDC has set up a Milk Products 
Factory in Chittoor District and 
another is coming up at Proddutur. 
This will be in addition to the four 
District Dairies, and seven Milk 
Chilling Centres, that the APDDC 


Area. 


_ already runs in the Rayalaseema 


APDDC: A new hope for the 

backward areas. м 
YEARS OF 
DYNAMIC 
DAIRYING 


The Andhra Pradesh Dairy 
Development Corpn. Ltd. 
Hyderabad 500 789. 
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Bhola Chatterjee 


Bhola Chatterjee 


VOLUME 7 
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Very late in his life JP came to occupy a unique position. 
on the national scene. Without holding any official posi- 
tion he exerted considerable influence. Tragically his 
health has rapidly deteriorated in the same period. The 
nation has consequently witnessed the shocking spec- 
tacle of tne name of the man, frail in mind and body, 
being dragged into partisan conflicts in aid of the con- 
tending factions. The exploitation of JP goes further— 
there are grave doubts about the way the Rs 75 lakhs 
(or is it 90 ?) raised in - his name is being handled. A 
thorough investigation by a team of SUNDAY  corres- 
pondents. 


п Could Pakistan have won 
the 1965 war against 
India ? Yes, says Air 
_ Marshal ‘Asghar Khan of 
| Pakistan. Though the na- 
‚ tional morale was high, 
| lack of coordination and 
vacillation on. the part of 
‚ Ayub Khan made him set- 
tle for a ceasefire and, in 
the process, he threw 
away possibly the only 
| chance Pakistan had ; of 
| winning a war against 
| India. Exclusive extracts 
from his book "The First 
“| Round, Indo-Pakistan war 
4 of 1965”. 


The Christian faith has been facing an unprecedented 
crisis of confidence in the last hundred years, the worst 
in its 2,009.years of existence. But Christianity survives 
—and ‘flourishes—today, despite the dire prognostica- 
tions of the sceptics. The faith somehow refuses to be 
buried in spite of many apparently terminal ailments. 
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` Revolt for uniformity 


DR coverage of the police revolt 
Ж (“The lawless lawmen" by Sau- 
mitra Banerjee, July 15) was factual 
and thought-provoking. The episode 
was the immediate cause of the Ja- 
nata Government's fall and also 
marks the watershed in our national 
life. A sweeper in Bokaro earns twice 
.as much as a CISF jawan, and a peon 
in a bank more than an average doc- 
ior. Such distortions are bound to 
Cause ill-feelings. The cue was too 
` obvious for the policemen to miss. 
Our Governments should realise that 
lt Is impossible to maintain tiny is- 
lands of discipline in a sea of chaos. 
The. jawans can see for themsel. 
ves that a clerk in a bank or insu- 
rance firm is able to extort three 
- times his pay by resorting to delibe- 
_ Tate and organised dereliction of 
= duty—euphemistically called a “de: 
| Mocratic trade union right", “collec. 
live bargaining", etc. If that be SO, 
w can one deny the same right to 
rs, Including men in uniform? 
. Bain, Calcutta 


VEN after 32 years 
vore DRE police officers suffer 
[ | а superiority complex, and L 
. treat their subordinates, This often 
leads to insubordination, — 
А. Vincent, Sgt. (Retd.). Coimbatore 
THE  CISF jawans were “made 
aware” of their rights perhaps by 
the labour forces around them 
the Steel City. You have igl 
. pointed our the dangers of emplo 
ing other sister forces, and 
in particular, to crush the po 
` rising. The police never took v 
against the state. Th 
strating peacefully. 


of Indepen- ۰ 


1 E 
“Radh 
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overenthusias- 


hing else, by some | 
anything ie How this war- 


j ng policemen. JA 
ША BODE military 
operation cannot be understood. In 
the post-Emergency period it was 
emphasised that the law and order 
situation was in the charge of the 
respective State Governments, Yet 
the former Janata Government ask- 
ed for and used the* CRPF more fre- 
quently than the previous regime. 
Nihar Ranjan Ray, Süchar 


THE Army should be used to protect 
the coun:ry from foreign aggression, 
not to solve the country’s internal 
problems. 

A. Sagayarajan, Salem 


WE are sitting atop a volcano which 
can erupt any time. There is no law 
and order in the country. The police 
and CRP personnel feel negleojed, 
cheated and humiliated by the poli- 
ticians, who use them to serve their 
own personal political ends. There is 
constant interference in their work 
by politicians. Now these same poli- 
_ticians threaten them and woo them 
at the same time. 

Pramod Mishra, Convener, 
tani Andolan, Orissa 


AJOY BOSE’s report “Is the Govern- 
ment impotent?” (July 15) delves 
deep into the background of revolt 
and agitation by the police, para- 
military forces and the Army. Right 
from the year 1950, the dreadful 
spectre of police revolt has been 
haunting everybody. Now, with the 
revolt having erupted, the Govern- 
ment tried desperately to placate thc 
policemen by offering certain benc- 
tits. But the system of maintaining 
orderlies in the police and Army is 
bound to generate further mistrust. 
hatred and indifference toward the 
Government, 

Soubhagyabanta Maharana, Bolangir 


MR BOSE quotes the CRPF Director 
General, Mr R. C. Gopal, as threaten- 
ing the agitating policemen: “If you 
don’t give up your agitation, I'll blow 
you up with tanks.” Such a remark 
Is not surprising from a person like 
Mr Gopal. The Home Ministry should 
be blamed for appointing an irres- 
ponsible person like him in such a 
high position. 

V. R. Purushothaman, Hyderabad 


THE trouble and violence in police 
camps can be directly attributed to 
. the senior officers who seem to have 
lost their equation with tneir men. 


Hindus- 


. Ajoy Bose would do well to spend а 
_ few days in an Army unit deployed 


e Army | 


n 


h 

Work and rough it together with 

, pride, е caring for better work 
inj conditions, the orderly system 
and changing times. 
ada B. Kunneth, West Hill (Kerala) 


An apology 
"Goa's secret 


N 
I portray Mr Chico Fernandey 
father as опе who "collàborateg 
with Koch". While so doing I had in 
mind the general pattern of attitudes 
of staunch Indian nationalists- 4. 
the Fernandes family—in World War 
II, the Germans 
"friends" because they opposed the 
British. Mr Fernandes has now mage 
it explicitly clear to 
father had no role as such in the Spy 
drama. He was only a close friend 
and admirer of the Goan doctor, who 
actually, was Koch's friend. Mr Fer. 
nandes' activities, if any, were only 
peripheral and with no other intem. 
tion than of being helpful to a dear 


war" (July 8) 


being regarded a, _ 


me that his | 


friend. In as much as Mr Chico Fer. | 


nandes, who happens to be my per. 
sonal friend, was unhappy 
manner of his late father's charac. 
terisation, I would like to uncondi- 
tionally apologise to him for what- 
ever inconvenience, even if uninten- 
ded, I may have caused him and his 
family, 

Mario Cabral E Sa, Piedade, Goa 


The answer 
appears VIP sons are just born 


T 
I to sin in this country (“Sins of 
a son" by A. K. Chakravorty and 
Udayan Sharma, 
with Mrs Gandhi, those .who have 
suffered ip one way or another due 
to their sons include Messrs Morarji 
Desai, Jagjivan Ram, Devi Lal, Bansi 
Lal and V. K. Saklecha, And apart 
from VIP sons, privileged sons-in-law 
too have not lagged far behind: 


Messrs’ Charan Singh, Devaraj Urs, 
Mirza Afzal Beg and Sheikh Abdullah — 


will bear testimony to this. How 


about making celibacy a prime re - 


guisite for holding political office in 
this country? ; 
Nancy Koul, Jammu Tawi. 


First lesson 


Mes INDIRA GANDHI is the first | 


Indian woman to become PM, the 


first to enforce the Emergency for S0 — 


at the - 


July 8). Starting. 


] 
| 
| 


z 
| 
| 
| 
[ 


long, first for her cruelty, the first | 


MP to be expelled from Parliament, _ 


- 
e 


the first PM to face a Special Courl. - 


the first professed democrat to d 
lieve in authoritarianism, and wouk 


stand first ip any ‘mother’ competi _ 


tion. is a tip to help 


her 


Now here 


attain more distinotion. She 


should teach her son Sanjay healthy © 


politics, 


Harshananda Mallik, Phulbart. 


azratganj. Lucknow 7 


S, and persuade him that it IS 
not birth, but the personality of ап | 
individual that brings him success. | 
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Startling logic 


B GHOSH (Opinion, July 1) thinks 
troublemakers are behind {һе 
demand for zabeeha chicken, as 
thougn the Muslim boys had inven- 
ted the practice. He has taken pains 
to twist a simple practice, and gene. 
ralise about the religious susceptibi- 
lities of all minorities. The nextthing 
he would say is: “Burn you dead 
and avoid trouble", proceeding with 
his logic of generalisation. 

Sayed Shamsul Huda, Sardhapur 


THE letter by Mr Ghosh exhibits 
contempt and lack of a sense of 
accommodation. I am pained to 
learn that some misunderstanding is 
spoiling the high traditions of I{T, 
Kharagpur, of which I am a proud 
alumnus, and am sure the problem 
can be resolved with some mutual 
understanding. Among meat dealers, 
the difference between meat and 


Bigoted, or blind 


WRITE, nauseated by Satish Meh- 
ta’s letter (Opinion, July 15) in 
which he says: “Except for a cguple 
of misdeeds, Hitler was one of the 
greatest leaders that Europe, if not 
the world, has produced". Mr Mehta 
means to say that the concentration 
camps in which millions of Jews 
were gassed to death vindicated Hit- 
ler's theory of Teutonic superiority, 
and all this was jusd a misdeed!! If 
he cannot see anything wrong in a 
closely knit organisation in the coun- 
try idolising a man who could feel 
proud about such “misdeeds”, he is 
either a fanatic or blind. As a ratio- 
nal human being, 1 am opposed to 
religion which transcends its purpose 
of providing fellowship in prayer. 
Further, as a culture, the characte- 
ristic attractive feature of Hinduism 
is its tolerance and melting-pot na- 
ture. The RSS and allied organisa- 
tions negate both the above, and yet 


. it has an important plus point: The 


fact that it is a disciplined body—so 
Tare in our country now. - 

But for its foundation, its philo 
sophy of Hindu rashtra being disgus- 
tingly narrow, the RSS would have 
been a most potent force—and un- 
Objectionable too. To gain a fi 
mooring in today's polluted political 
ocean, the Jana Sangh seems to be 
ready to discard its ideology. It would 
be so much better if this ‘change 
were genuine, and not merely dicta- 
ted by expediency. 

What is happening iñ many. Isla: 
mic countries in the name of 
and religion should be enough to 
warn us off a parallel path. The first 
thing to do is to pu Hitler back in 
his place. . 
K. A. Paul, Trichur 


TILL today I always thought, of the 
RSS as an overdisciplined organisa- 
tion with archaic religious ideas. But 
thanks to Mr Mehta, I have deve- 


flesh is that meat is free from blood. 
Meat is considered tastier without 
blood, and many people prefer it 
that way. While slaughtering an 
animal or bird in order to ensure 
good bleeding, the spinal cord be- 
hind the neck is not cut. Only the 
two veins, windpipe and alimentary 
canal are cut. If the spinal cord is 
cut, the bleeding is incomplete, and 
blood clots and sticks to the flesh. 
As far as Muslims are concerned, 
blood is a prohibited item in food. 
For this reason, the slaughter must 
be done according to the practice of 


‘zabah’ or ‘halal’, which ensures 
complete bleeding. The slaughter 
must be done, not for any cruel 


pleasure it gives, but as food per- 
mitted by God, so the name of God 
must be taken while slaughtering the 
bird or animal. I do not think any 
Hindu friend will fail to understand 
these sentiments. 

Dr M. S. Abdul Kadir, Trichur 


firm: 


loped a rabid hatred for it now. If 
this is the way an RSS “sympathiser” 
thinks, I shudder to think of how the 
mind of an RSS fanatic works. Re- 
garding the Aligarh riots, he talks 
about the “clean chit’ given to the 
RSS by Mr Chandrashekhar as if it 
were any fitness certificate. He 
absolved the RSS only to appease 
the powerful Jana Sangh lobby. Re- 
garding Mr Dinanath Pandey of Jam- 
shedpur, Mr Mehta refuses to believe 
there are any RSS MLAs. What Mr 
Madhu Limaye meant by that fern 
was MLAs with RSS affiliations. 
Surely no one can claim there are 
none of them, : 

D. Satya Murthy, Visakhapatnam 


NO sane person can laud the barba- 
rism of Hitler. Every single act of 


.his against Jews was a blot on hu- 


man civilisation. Hitler's madness 
should never be repeated. If people 
really know - him, they would stop 


comparing him to Indira Gandhi or 
even Idi Amin. - { 
T. Santhanam, Bombay 

MR MEHTA says: "It was Hitler 


who ‘from the brink of bankruptcy 
made his nation one of the foremost 
in Europe and the world." Perhaps 
he is not aware of the records of 
history. Hitler capitalised on a situa- 
tion which may be described as the 
“darkest hour before dawn". The im- 
mediate post-depression era was un- 
doubtedly a trying period for Ger- 
many but recovery was well within 
sight when Hitler came to the saddle. 


S. K. Basu, Calcutta 


IF the RSS's aim is jo establish and 
encourage а mation in which people 
of different faiths can live in peace 
and harmony, why the emphasis on 
the word Hindu? I am sure neither 
Muslims nor Christians would like (0 
be called so. А 

Abha Pandey, New Delhi 


Correspondence om ‘this subject îs 
now closed. : 


Callous policy . 
€€[NSURING uphappiness" (July. 
I by Indeera Chand суро le _ 
callous attitude of highly-paid em- 
ployees towards the economically 
weaker sections of the country, * If 
SUNDAY found it exasperating to 
help a poor woman collect her dues 
from the LIC, one can guess the 
plight: of numerous other policy - 
beneficiaries waiting on the  stair- . 
cases of LIC offices all over the 
country. : 
P. Ramraj, Erode : 
THOUGH the experience narrated — 
by Ms Chand is an almost everyday . 
occurrence all over the country, | 
there is yet no provision for claim : 
cheques to be personally handed over 
to any claimant, This appears to . 
have been overlooked. It requires a . 
massive public effort and a powerful _ 
campaign by the media to redeem _ 
the monolithic setup of LIC and ~~ 
make it work for the benefit of the - 
small policy-holder, which is the real 
motive for its foundation. Presently, 
the management, instead of manag . 
ing the institution's affairs, is locked 
in litigatión against not only its own 
employees, but also  policy-holders. 
Though the former Janata Govern- | 
ment appointed a panel to review the - 
entire working of the LIC, the induc  . | 
tion of bureaucrats and ex-bureau- | 
crats in the panel will mean that it 
will be just another eyewash. s: 
R. L. Jain, Agent, LIC of India, Satna. 


MS CHAND forgets that LIC officers 
are to abide by some norms and:pro-  — 
cedures which are not their creation. ` 
At the time of final pame it is- 
understandable for the concerned 
officer to ask for the policy-holder/ 
beneficiary's proper identity. EC 
Pradip Hom Roy, North Lakhimpur, _ 


2 


Poor state of affairs — 
T IS disheartening to note the 
problems faced by the poor and 
weaker sections in obtaining destit 
tion and poverty certificates fro 
Tahsildars. A destitute is admitted 
to an orphanage on the basis of a 
destitution certificate issued by the 
Tahsildar, when he'is satisfied tha 
the parent or guardian earns по! 
more than Rs. 300 per annum. Th 
voluntary organisations housing des- 
titutes are given grants at the rate 
of Rs 14 per month per inmate on _ 
the basis of these certificates. But _ 
the redtapism in Government dep 
ments creates. great difficulties 
obtaining these certificates, 
which reason. the poor have to 
fer in hardship. The syst 
obtaining certificates, star 
the level of the village 
so cumbersome, it takes 
cross all hurdles, by whic 
sions to orphanages are 
S. Rajaram,. $ 
Kattankolathui 
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i i 's topmost leaders and has the connivance E 
It begins with the country S тортоѕ | 
= of his secretariat. BHOLA CHAT TERJI " 


| со 


.P.SAGAR detail how a | ў 
a ue is being "used" for cynical personal gains. hi 


euuiS "d "d 


| N the sunset years of his 
4 life Mao Tse-tung was 
| Said to have been a сар- 
tive in the. hands of the 

"gang of four". The 


policy statements and decisions 
which carried his signature were 
alleged to have been those of the 
three bad men and a woman and 

1 not his. Although everything was 
LE done in the name of the Chairman, 
Í the real voice behind the show was 
LES that of the “gang”. For, both physi- 
сау as well as mentally, he was an 
i Py invalid, One theory was that tho 
B i "gang of four" did this to keep alive 


the fiction that the all-seeing and 
all-knowing Mao was infallible, that 
he continued to be the nation's pace 
maker, his feeble state of health 
/ notwithstanding, This only betrayed 


| 
| 
| 
i 
| 
| 
| 
|. 
| 


/ the totalitarian character of the re- 
gime, the theory continued. This 
sort of diabolical play acting could 

| never take place in an open society 

| ii like India. For, ip a democracy, it 

É would not be possible to palm oft 
such a fraud on the people. 

.But any such feeling of superio: ^ 
tity that we may possess will have 
to be given up now. ‘There аге 
|; Indians who will not hesitate to 
ki stoop 50 low as to ape even the 
М gang of four". And they are loca. 
id fed right .at the place where a 77. 
[5 year-old sick man, who was said to 
|] е saved ida democracy from 
к mg consigned to limbo, is livi 
ils on borrowed time. living 

d First, how sick is Jayaprakash 

Narayan ? Is it only the flesh that 

15 giving up or are his other facul. 
ties also failing ? This his doctors 
alone can tell, but they will not, ham- 
Strung as they are by the eithics of 
‘their profession. But citcumstantial 
evidence would confirm that he is 
sick heyond any hope of recovery. 
And his physical ѕіскпеѕё has had its 
deep impact, much  more- than is 
generzily believed, on his mind. So 
much ‘20 that it is beyond him today 
fo a'range his train of thoughts and 
ideas as logically as would be neces- 


j 12 CC-0. In Public Domain. UP State Museum, Hazratganj. Lucknow 
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sary to correlate issues and events, 
see things in their right perspective 
and get to the heart of a problem. 
Perhaps the Janata Party president 
had this in mind when he observed 
sometime ago that JP should not be 
involved in partisan politics. 

, The point that must be emphas- 
ised is that JP's weakening heart 
condition since his return from Jas- 
lok Hospital early last - month has 
added a complex new dimension to 
his existing ailments. The adminis- 
tration of blood along with the dia- 
lysis complicates matters in that it 
forces the heart to overwork in 
order to assimilate the transfused 
blood. Again, repeated blood trans- 
fusions may have an adverse effect 
on his liver which surely is not in 
Sprightly condition. As Dr M. K. 


Mani of Jaslok Hospital, who has 
been attending JP all these months, 
put it soon after examining him on 
July 25: “This is a condition known 
as ischaemic colitis. There is no 
cure for this condition and the only 
treatment available for him is blood 
transfusion to make up the blood 
lost as well as to strengthen the 
blood to carry oxygen to the intes- 
tine," JP has an ulcer in his colon, 
causing rectal bleeding, c 
quires a major surgery that his pre- 
sent health will not enable him to 
withstand. Because of the rectal 


bleeding he needs regular transfu- 


sions which have to be administered 
not in drips but along with the dia- 
lysis. 

On July 23 as the  Janata Party 
breathlessly waited to end its days. 


АЫ RI LLL LL RN с EN 


which re- 


daaneyy eioug 


its chief architect hovered betweei 
life and death. The past 24 hour 
had been a critical time and t 0 
tors attending JP kept their finge 
crossed. What with rectal bleedin 
nausea and breathing trouble, 
gave his friends and physicians - 
very anxious time. They had a fee 
ing of fear and uncertainty abo 
ihe future; and none made any 
effort to suppress it. But it was quite 
another story when it came to th 
question of the men .who ran his 
household. One instance out of many ~ 
will tell the tale. Around 11 in the | 
morning of July 24 Devendra Prasad 
Singh, a former vice-chancellor of 
Bhagalpur University and one ' 
JP's close associates, had їо beg of 
the police security guard (JP's Kadam 
Kuan residence is literally crowded - 


just to get a glimpse 1 
outside his room. What he saw wa 
much too depressing for him not 
agree with JP’s younger broth 
Rajeswar Prasad, that his condition 
had further deteriorated. 

That touched Sachidanand, JP’ 
secretary, to the quick. Rudely h 
told them that they should not 
dulge in such “defeatist” talk. 
expression of anger, this ‘more roy 
ist than the king’ attitude, was not 
a little embarrassing for the urbane - 


state of his elder brother's health 
There is no getting away from the 
fact that JP is in bad shape, both 
physically and mentally. But it 15 
not very difficult to guess why s 
men are morbidly averse to lettin 
the world into the truth about the 
present condition of JP's body and 
mind. The fact is that they у 
an axe їо grind. Which is why th 
‘insist that the myth must remain lr 
circulation that JP has complet 
control of his mental faculties that 
neither his mind nor his memory 
has suffered impairment despite Ў 
punishing ailment which afflicts h 


elephantine memory and ' \ 
capacity for taking а dispassionate 
view of men and events are a thii 
of the past. One hoped things wou 
get better, but as it is they are g 
ting worse. That partly expl 
why Sachidanand stubbornly res 
any request for a taped intery 
with JP—he does not want others tt 
discover the truth. With the poss 

exception of the humane Thom 
Abraham who administers dialys 
JP, none of the other de 
makers in the JP household— 
danand, Janaki Bahen (JP's a 
daughter) her husband 9 а 
Prashant and former socialist Ja 
dish Babu who hails from ho 

district of Ballia—hesitate to 

him as an object of 

tion. The touch 

is so evident 
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a Mr Narayan and despatched your soldiers. We shall do w 
= И the courier. All. this was ask us to do.) But JP quietly Tat yol to JP 
5 done with remarkable rapidity. “We Ab ham ye pomela mem j I|. one f 
| E were even prepared to delay the nahin parna chathe hain” (Ni ada becom 
Е dialysis for half an hour to ensure don’t want to be dragged in the WAT hands 
р 3 that Mr Narayan signs the letters", ^ troversy any more). Con. group 
і. someone confided at JP’s house. In- It is a well known fact and r 
{ deed, when Joshi's letter was read seldom does JP take an initiati that Then 
out to Mr Narayan, he agreed to the — either sending a letter or jssQj e M Ий 
line of argument, Yes, Jagjivan statement. It is always done at Ing a PE 
Babu should be the JPP leader and ^ body's behest and all that JP dooms: eet 
all ESO Кы E E to trim the wording to make ine ig dial 
hekhar, shou 1 . c t i i On. 
letters were despatched through Mrs Dossible, bi on RIDES as much as PEU 
Bhadoria. INN iE E sees of letters and statements that secre! 
elhi at the m : e supposedly issued ou ic nud llegi 
TI QE MEC SCENES ES 
even ore sn : . ose w k aps rs 1 
Mr Arjun Singh Bhadoria һай too guod a nr n rey ee he ig Minis 
spoken all about it at Jagjivan assertive, mos ре, least respoi 
> ] Auten avers Е ; t generous and’ obj p 
; Babu's residence an e Advanirun ing. Gandhi was greater th ig. any s 
i А India Radio Was pron it noy was, but then Gandhi was se i appro 
$ : and over again. e whole feat › ; . + ew the fi 
S. M. Joshi would not have been possible with- Un bu a ang hence j this | 
5 The utterly consdenceless use or hig 901 Sachidanand's active co-opera- — wheedling words." mpressed py appea 
A e N I example мш "М 
Hi out for small political and materia! v in CY MN Ene DERE issued. at the time of Seen 
gous are indeed кепп. they had been delivered deeply is hus doo d ee election. This 
^ of JP S hooey, ерше example pained him. Не chose to remain іп- was in CEDE се was obtained. Jp 
t RCA OPM. ое plete to different to the Janata squabbles. Towers. Mrs 927,19, the Express 
3 questing him to ЕЕ f ге But the following day, Mr Prakash election j "dor? ey Wape eking 
: ЖАЛА Ramee ER E^ iore of Singh Badal with three top Akali Claudi in against Mrs Malati 
Н 1] fBarliamentary расо She anoa leaders, besides Sheikh Abdullah of dhur pone on Mrs Chau- 
t business was v aps in a Fus араш. arrived m paces ES Sarvodaya links pue WP et ш 
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to JP have aligned themselyes with 
one faction or the other. He has 
become a virtual puppet in their 
hands. A statement supporting one 
group will be signed by an ailing JP 
and released promptly to the Press. 
Then the other group will get a con- 
tradictory statement signed and re- 
leased to the Press. The more ambi- 
tiousamong the men around him 
have their respective politician and 
industrialist patrons who loosen their 
purse strings as and when neces- 
sary. One recent entrant to the 
secretariat, who is said to. owe his 
allegiance to Mr Morarji Desai, sat 
beside JP for hours, dinned into his 
ears the virtues of the former Prime 
Minister, pried into all official cor- 
respondence and took objection to 
any statement issued by JP dis- 
approving of Mr Desai. And with 
the fall of the Могагјі Government 
this great social worker simply dis- 
appeared. He is of course pone other 
than Siddharaj Dhadda. 

Mr Jagganath Kaushal, the 


j then 
Governor of Bihar received 


a letter 


signed by JP which requested that a 
certain person be favoured. The 
Governor, who apparently knew JP's 
Signature well, found out that the 
Signature On the letter was forged. 
The Governor sent the letter to JP's 
Secretar'^: «hich confirmed that it 
Was a ca: ° yor;ei,. The matter 
was immt-iia- nushed up and 
there were nu attempts to track 
down the miscreant. 

Those in Patna know well that fre- 
quent letters would reach the Bihar 
government for favours of one 
Nature or the other saying that “JP 
desires that...... ” A bunch of such 
letters was carried by a Minister and 
shown to JP and after that the speed 
with which these letters surfaced 
slowed down. The last but not the 
least instance is one of a new re- 
cruit of the secretariat. The smart 
young boy wrote a letter to George 
Fernandes, then Industries Minister, 
for a job. The letter was written on 
JP's pad, and was suppasedly signed 
in JP’s own hand. Bad luck for him 
that the matter was referred back 


and the cat was out of the bag. 

JP’s house and his life have thus 
become a thoroughfare. Politicians 
will stop at nothing to use him for 
the fulfilment of their ambitions. 
when, if they had «ve: a shred of 
decency, they would have left him to 
his peace in his last days amor us. 
His modest nou. : at Kadam К ye 
Patna, which could not hav veen 
further in anyone's imagination from 
a palace, is now a hotbed of intrigue. 
Sachidanand , his secretary, plays 
politics upto the hilt, Siddharaj kept 
watch for Mr Desai while he was in 
power, Kumar Prashant is not offic 
cially in anything but has a finger in - 
every pie and Jagdish Babu is hard- 
ly there for selfless service. The final 
symbolic act that has removed JP 
and his secretariat from the public 
is the closure of the secretariat’s 
office downstairs. (Some letters һай. 
reportedly disappeared from the 
files.) The stairs are blocked by a 
collapsable gate with security guards. 
But what good is that when the un- 
desirables are all upstairs? ® 


ind to dishonour 


the Loknayak 


That is how Sarvodaya worker, Baburao Chandawar, 
sees the Amrit Mahotsava Kosh, reports OLGA TELLIS. 


m] lakhs collected оп the 


sary celebrations in 1977 
Egone? This is the question 
that has been haunting the humble 
workers wedded to the fulfilment 
of JP's unfinished total revolution. 
These workers are pained, saddened 
and angry that this fund, collected 
to further JP's dream of a total revo- 
lution, is neither available to the 
humble mainstream workers: nor 
does anyone know where the money 
is and. how it is being used. There- 
are vague indications that some of 
it is in Delhi, some in Bombay and 


.Ahmedabad and elsewhere with the 


conveners who collected the money. 
In sheer despair, Baburao Chanda- 
war, who has worked with JP for 30 
years in Bhojpur district of Bihar 
and shoulder to shoulder with the 
axalites since 1974, has announced 
that he will go on fast from October 
2 this year if the Amrit Mahotsava 
Kosh does not give an account of 
how much money it has and what it 
intends to do with it. DET 
When I met Chandawar in his mo- 
‘dest home in Bhiwandi about 50 
miles from Bombay, he was at work 
on his book on Bhojpur. Surrounded 
by his teacher-wife Vanita and three 
children, Chandawar looked decepti- 
vely docile but was seething with 
anguish inside, his firm jawline under- 
lining his determination to call a 
to the “deliberate attempt ou 
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JP sells well: Jaslok Hospital bookshop 


the part of capitalists, Gandhians 
and liberal democrats to tarnish JP’s 
image and kill the movement JP en- 
visaged for the landless and the 
downtrodden.” 
Explaining the root 
decision to go on fast, 
said, “those who were against the 
idea of total revolution and those 

who never participated in the 1974 

Bihar Movement are today controll- 

ing the Amrit Mahotsava Kosh. None 

of them were ever in the Bihar Mo- 
yement, yet they became trustees of 
the Kosh. The chairman of the col- 
lection fund was Acharya J, B. Kri- 
palani until last year when he gave 
up all public posts. The managing 
trustee of the Kosh that was formed 
is Mr Radhakrishna, the secretary 1S 

Govindrao Deshpande and the other 

trustees are Mr L. C. Jain, treasurer 

of the Janata Party, Mr Siddharaj 
! Dhaddha, Mr Ramnath Goenka and 

Mr Ramkrishna Bajaj. None of these 

"were anywhere near the Bihar Mo- 

vement. (Mr Goenka, of course, 

aided the movement but perhaps for 
his own reasons.) x D eH 

«Jn fact Acharya  Kripalani ridicu- 

led the idea of a total revolution. In 

an article in Dharmayug he had said 
that he does not believe in total revo- 
lution because violence is involved. 

In fact, all Gandhians “attacked the 

idea, Yet Kripalani was made chair- 

man of the fund and the fund was 
meant to propagate total revolution." 

JP, Chandawar continued, was 

aware that his ‘total revolution was 

being ridiculed. That is why he wrote 
in Navbharat Times on April 13, 1977; 
*The total revolution has been mock- 
ed at and hatred and scorn has been 
poured over it. They said it is only 
a dream. Therefore I want to repeat 
again that I believe in total revolu- 
tion and I promise that when I am 
well I will take up this work again." 

From the very beginning the capi- 

talists, Gandhians and liberal demo- 
crats sought to downgrade the idea 
. of a total revolution. Says Chanda- 
war, “In January 1977 when the 
elections were announced some others 
and I sat with JP for three days and 
discussed that the programme of 
total revolution should be put before 
the people when asking them for 
their vote. But people surrounding 
JP were quick to dissuade him. They 
Said if you do this you will alienate 
the upper middle class and middle 
class people. So JP had no alterna. 
tive but to bow to their thinking. 
You know JP is not an aggressive 
Person. Besides. his ill health makes 
him submissive. These Gandhians 
capitalists and industrialists there- 
fore misuse him and his name. 

I will tell you something else, 
When the talks were on for the for- 
ma ion of the Janata Party, JP. ask- 
ed them all to resign first from their 
respeclive parties and then form a 
brand new Party. Bu» Nanaji, Goray 
and Surendra Mohan did not agree 
to this. So JP sent a letter through 
me to Krishna Kant saying that 
since the Janata Party could never 

becóme a vehicle of total revolution 
because of the way in which it was 
cons'ítuted, all the socialists, Young 
Turks and Sarvodaya people should 
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come together and form an organisa- 
tion that would work for ushering in 
total revolution, But no one could 
proceed any further because Acharya 
Kripalanj intervened and put a stop 
to everything.” 

Asked whether he had ever approa- 
ched Ramkrishna Bajaj or R. N. 
Goenka personally about the prob- 
lems of the fund and its utilisation, 


Chandawar said, “How could I go 
anywhere near them. They are 
mighty people. It's so difficult to 


even get near them, leave alone talk 
with them. Besides when in Bihar 
the movement was started in 1974. 
JP sent me to these people several 
‘imes but we got no response nor 
any cooperation from them.  There- 
fore, І told Siddharaj that people 
like Ramkrishna Bajaj had no moral 
right to be trustees on the Kosh. 
That is why today the Kosh has no 
programmes for the landless, the 
weaker sections of the people oppre- 
ssed by the evils of caste. I have 
been with JP for 30 years and he 
always thought in terms of the land- 
less, the downtrodden and the vic- 
tims of casteism. But none of these 
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have been incorporated in the Kosh 
for which money was collected in 
JP's name. 

"In fact JP did not; know anything 
about the trust. When the purse (a 
piece of paper) was presented to JP 
at the. Gandhi maidan, Mr  Ram- 
krishna Bajaj in his introductory 
speech announced the formation of 
the trust. When I met JP later I 
asked him about the trust and he 
said he hoped the money would be 
used for total revolution work. In 
his speech earlier he said that -the 
method in which the money was to 
be spent should Бе discussed with 
the main stream workers. JP told 
me that no one had discussed the 
trust deed with him at any time. 
When we were talking, Thakurdas 
Bang and Siddharaj Dhaddha were 
seated with us, I asked Dhaddha 
why JP was not informed about the 
trust and he said within hearing of 
Everyone that there was no time, 
We had to form the trust soon to 
e income tax’, However JP stres- 
sed the need to clear all this before 
the people but nothing was ever 
done. Iy was then that I had decided 


useum, Hazratganj. Lucknow ` 


to go on fast on November 15, 1978 | 


However, the Sarva Seva Sangh 
ple, Dada Dharma  Adhika 
others tried to dissuade me. Th 
they would find out the mon 
that was collected. Even Achar’ 
Kripalani. whom I informed about 
the fast, said he knew nothing abou 
the trust that was formed and san 
it was a good idea to go on the fad 
I had seen the trust deed in Delhi 
and I saw that they had made а 
institution and there was not a Word 
about £otal revolution programmes 
There was mention of work during 
floods, drought and some social work 
etc, which would only help in boost. 
ing the image of the trustees, 
was told about some work they are 
doing like having selected 100 areas 
for experiment and paying 200 
workers for bogus work like spinn. 
ing, weaving and about education, 
This may be constructive but it is 
not revolutionary like 
forms.” 

Talking about the background of 
the fund collection drive, Chandawar 
said, “I was against the manner of 
collection from the beginning. When 
I was invited by Mr Thakurdas Bang 
to participare in the deliberations of 
the committee set up for the purpose 
of raising funds I made it clear that 
it was wrong and the move should 
be abandoned. I gave them the expe- 
rience I had with the Gram Swaraj 
Kosh (Village Self-government Fund) 


1 Deo. 
TL and 


collected on the birth anniversary of 


There were large 
in handling the 


Vinoba Bhave. 
scale irregularities 


money and this became the order of. 
the day. No accounts were maintain: . 


ed and nobody knew how the Rs 79 
lakhs collected was ultimately spent. 
I understand the money was frittered 
away on a trader who wanted to 


start a business and on another offi . 


cial who wanted to buy a cár, etc. 
But they went ahead with the collec 
tion. On January 28, 1978 I wrote a 
letter to JP expressing my anguish 
over the whole affair. In this letter 
I voiced serious misgivings about the 
move and its effectiveness in furthe- 
ring the cause of total revolution. 
You know my fight is for values. If 
we want total revolution our strategy 
should be honest. Til you have 4 
programme: to collect funds is a mís- 
take. 


^f met JP a number of rimes and 
also wrote letters to the Amrit Mahot- 
sav Kosh on this issue. Once JP him- 
self directed Siddharaj to place be 
fore the country the details of how 
the funds were being disbursed. When 
Thakurdas Bang submitted a report 
on the manner of disbursement 1 
was so vague that JP asked Siddharal 
io make the report more clear an 

specific. 
where in the picture. A trust consis: 
ting of VIP's was formed and it Wa 
clear that there was a gap 


the: thinking of the trustees and JP. 
And the result is that ‘there is ПЕ, ; 


lutely no scheme ín the entire 
get of tne Kosh wnicn in any Ted 
touches the weaker sections of © 

people and as such the whole pro 
cess runs counter to the basic, assw™ 
ptions of the total revolw.ion. 
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HANDAWAR is also an- 
gry at the way the money 
was collected. “The rules 
framed tor tne coilecuon 
drive stipulated that 60 
per cent.of the funds would come 
from subscriptions ranging from Rs 
100 downwards and :ne rest may be 
subscribed by persons commanding 
greater resources. This was :o avoid 
black money trom coming in. But in 
practice, it was just the opposite. 
The 60 per cent came from Rs 
10,000 and above and 40 per cent 
from the small contribu.ions. This 
was disclosed by Mr Ramkrishna 
Bajaj, tne treasurer of the fund, at 
the Gandhi Maidan speech in Patna, 
on the occasion of the presentation 
of the purse to JP. In fact some of 
my Bombay friends tell me that out 
of the Rs 40 lakhs colleo.ed in Bom- 
bay only Rs 5 lakhs came in small 
contributions. All the remaining 
came from big business and even 
from smugglers notwithstanding the 
fact that they gave in cheques. 
Large scale irregularities have been 
reported in fund collection and many 
friends think that over Rs 90 lakhs. 
must have been collected. No one 
bothered to clear all these doubts 
that I and friends like me had and 
so I decided to go on fast on Novem- 
ber 15, 1978. I then postponed it 
since everyone prevailed upon те 
and promised to get the matter rec- 
tified, Since nothing has been done 
to date, I have announced an indefi- 
nite fast from October 2 this year to 
express my feelings against the cor- 
rupt practices and irregularities in 
collecting and operating the fund. 
“I-am convinced that the capita- 
lists, Gandhians and the liberal demo- 
crats are out i0 demolish the total 
revolution. JP told’ me recently that 
the movement started by Gandhi died 
after his death and the total revolu- 


tion movement will also die. But 
] am determined to see _that it 
does not. Ramkrishna Bajaj and 


Goenka and people like them are 
definitely against total revolution. 

“| wil give you an example of 
how we have been hitting our heads 
against the wall in trying to get their 
assistance, In November 1977 when 
I was to go,to Bhojpur again for 
work, JP wrote a letter to the Ganr 
dhi Peace Foundation and others 
asking them to cooperate and assist 
me. 
cond phase of the total revolution. In 
his letter he. had written: ‘The in- 
creasing social tension and its mani- 
festation in sporadic class and caste 
conflicts and continued clashes in 
some parts. of Bihar should set us 
all thinking. These are symptoms of 
a. deep rooted malady. which calls 
for revolutionary solutions. The stu- 
dent and youth movements which 


-snowballed into a.massive people's 


movement in 1974-75 was perhaps 
the beginning of what might have 
been a violent upheaval, Having sen- 
sed this I tried to channelise i; in а 
peaceful direction. I called it total 
revolution, But the movement assu- 
med the shape of a political sttuggle 
for the preservation of democracy 
against the totalitarian tendencies 
of the Congress regime. With the 


He had wanted to start the se- © 
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end of the Congress misrule and res- 
toration of democracy under the new 
Janata regime the people heaved a 
sigh of relief. The Janata Govern- 
ment symbolised the aspirations _ of 
the people who expected it to solve 
their urgent economic and social 
problems. The Janata Government’s 
inability to offer quick solutions is 
likely to make the people restive... 


I have always held that our basic 
problems cannot be solved except 
through organised people’s power, 


youth power. A friendly Government 
can only extend a helping hand. I 
appeal to all social and constructive 
workers including youth and student 
activists who had participa’ed in the 
1974-75 movement to come together 
and carry forward the programme of 
total revolution. They have to: orga- 
nise the people, specially the weaker 
sections of society, along peaceful 
lines and show them the way to solve 
their problems. The exploited class- 
es have no alternative but to unite 
to assert their rights. I am not sug- 
gesting that class struggle should be 
invited and fomented everywhere. 
But when it becomes inevitable it 
must be waged peacefully and firm- 
]y...1 am particularly concerned 


about the explosive situation in Bhoj- 
jn the last few 
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JP with his younger brother Rajeswar Prasad 


years many landless harijans are re- 
ported to have been killed in the 
course Of clashes with well-to-do 
farmers in the area... In this con- 
text JP-introduced Chandawar as a 
senior Sarvodaya activist worker 
from Maharashtra and asked them 
to help him in his task which he had 
undertaken in Bhojpur. But this 
brought no response. In fact it was 
anathema to the capitalists who were 
only interested in using and abusing 
JP’s name and image. They saw to 
it that JP was separated from the 
people whom he loved. 


In Jaslok Hospital and the pent- 
house of Mr Goenka in Bombay, only 
the rich and powerful were allowed 
near JP. The others were driven 
away. All these dinners and lunches 
they had for him with food from 
five star hotels were designed to tar- 
nish JP’s image of the man of the 
people, the man whose heart and 
soul was with the downtrodden and 
weaker classes. That is why, Says 
Chandawar sadly, JP does not want 
to move away from Patna again. You 
know his people in Bombay cannot 
afford JP the treatment he needs nor 
the care and the food so he becomes 
a victim of the capitalists and indus- 
trialists, He has realised this and 
has pleaded that he should be allo. 
wed to remain and die in Patna. 

Chandawar is now trying to build 
public opinion against the “trea- 
chery" indulged in by the trustees of 
the Kosh at the cost of the down 
trodden and the landless. As he says, 
“There are many little groups wor’: 
ing in Bihar, eastern UP, Orissa aud 
elsewhere, but they need money f^* 
their work. Money is needed for lt- 
tle things like transport conveyance, 
letter writing, postage, etc, Mobility 
is very important. But ironically tke 
money which is collected for this 
purpose has been kept out of the 
reach of the people who desperate 
need it. My fight is for maki 
available for the downtrodd 
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that certain principles must be your politics before you joined il? publicise this thing in the newspapers | | 
observed while collecting money for A,: From the very beginning of and call for suggestions from the 3 un 
the proposed purse. That these prin- my college days I had been influenc- people. keeping in view the broad | hi: 
ciples were honoured more in the ME RN objectives, of which I told you. If i ji 
breach right from the word go is anybody has got any plan, he will hi: 
apparent from the statement JP issu- send it to the trust and then the | 1 
ed in early October, 1977. “I trust will finalise it. T di 


strongly  disapprove of unauthoris- 


: Did you ever publish any list 
ed collections made by all sorts of * Jis 4 Sh 


of donors, I mean people who con- 


people in my name. I warn the tributed to the fund? ij [a 
- . public against such persons". It is A: It comes out (inaudible) by | ds 
= worth noting that JP was then in full the State committees. So far as the | ie 
command of his senses and in com- small collections are concerned, it is | $а 
_ parative good health. not possible to publish the list be- | Te 
— But few cared to pay any heed to cause they have been collected 4 їп, 
JP's entreaty. Soon after the Amrit through coupons. And coupons had | їй 
Kosh Trust was formally launched. been given one rupee, two rupees, | of 
accusations of misuse of funds came five rupees (denomination) So far { Пу 
in thick and fast. Also people began as the bigger donations are concern- | gu 
to approach JP for assistance from ed certainly a list will be published. ke 
the fund. Once again JP had to clarify . Q: Report has it that some of lhe $ rii 
his position regarding the Amrit Kosh large contributions to the fund were P 
Trust. On September 18, 1978 he 3 : not clean money. It is even said | RS 
said: “I have been receiving requests — Shiddharaja Dhaddha that .smugglers also contributed to у in 
for help from the Amrit Kosh fund ed by Gandhiji’s ideas and my com- the fund. Is there any trulh im it? 1 di 
that was collected on the occasion of ing to the Sarva Seva Sangh was A: Anything can be said in a 4 St 
my seventy-fifth birth anniversary only a culmination of what I had democracy, we cannot prevent people pt 
last year. I take this opportunity to been working and living for for the from saying anything. Everything | уе 
make it clear that although the fund Jast 40 years that has been collected has been ү as 
was collected in my name and for- Q: What’s your age пош? coHected by receipts. It is there for ' of 
mally presented to те, it actually * А: I am now 70. . everybody to see. . | 4 Li 
vests in the Amrit Kosh Trust that Q: Well, you look quite spright- Q: Don’t you think that to take i. of 
Came into existence on October 11, ly for your ‘age. Incidentally, the Out the sting of that report, the best n th 
1977. This trust alone is responsible Bihar Government State Guest House ^ idea would be to publish a list of the 4 m 
for and competent to disburse any (where Mr Dhaddha was staying) big donors? | е 
art of the fund for purposes in keep- is a relatively comfortable place. It A: That is what we are contem- i th 
ig with the aims and objects laid seems a world apart from where the plating to do. M. k уе 
Own in the trust deed. I would. common man lives. Also, the О: What about accountability? Wc 2 
refore, advise all concerned to arrangement and upkeep of the People would naturally like to know i i 
end their requests for any help or place do not appear to have changed how lhe money is spent? You know, 3 - R 
_ assistance directly to the managing much from what they were in the in the past there had been such trust F 
trustees of the Amrit Kosh Trust colonial days. funds. but when it came to the "S B ne 
_ located at the Gandhi Peace Founda- A: Well so far as I am cton-  queston of accountability one could EN pe 
‘tion, New Delhi.” : SE personally 11 kes no dit see that there was noli very rigid s 
M EE 5 ference to me whether I am here or adherence to rules which ought to ni n 
; Here lies the rub. JP had nothing in a small hut in the village. It is have been observed. What do you 3 ! 
_ to do with the trust and yet his name the work dd ie mission that you propose to do regarding that? — .: у 
continued to be exploited, as and diee ot "en i ore important. A: As I told you, the trust is a 8 
when necessary, in connection with 0:6 1 IM 7 ДД th public registered trust. Its proceed- hi 
its functioning. The doubts that "s eee OM ings are there and everything will a 
Chandawar has expressed about the be decided by the trust. Loose talk is 
way the fund was raised and its dis. + dors по; рар апа, unfortunate br 
bursement are not new to those who’ | en € one of there has been quite a lot of loose. 
have kept track of the whole thing. ane MA pud ond он do E talk during previous years. I do not ` С 
I found the Patna air thick with iu- propose to spend that money ? say that undesirable things may not 


The trust has had its preli. have happened. But for public 
ае а апа я З кей trusts and public institutions, | since 
ogramme and decided upon their reports are always open, any- 
items on which the trust body can see them and derive a 
\ largely spent. The measure of satisfaction. a 
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` ecriminating reports on the working 
` of the Amrit Kosh Trust even as 
early as April 1978. It was in JP's 
residence that I chanced upon Sarva 
va Sangh leader Siddharaj b 
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RAJENDRA SINGH:‘Mr Limaye’s 
article contains many wrong and 
half-wrong facts’ 


The RSS General Secretary responds to our invitation to reply to Madhu Limaye's 
“The ambitions of the RSS” (SUNDAY, June 10) 


MAN who normally tells the 

АА truth and only occasionally an 
untruth is a dangerous man, because 
his untruths may be mistaken for 
truths, But one who has a lot of 
misrepresentation and distortion to 
his credit does not cause much da- 
mage because people learn to make 
discounts to his assertions. As such 
Shri Madhu Limaye’s article con- 
tains so many wrong and half-wrong 
facts and surmises that it was not 
necessary to contradict it. People 
know the Rashtriya Swayamsevak 
Sangh sufficiently well not to be mis- 
led by Shri Limaye's so-called scath- 
ing attack. We do not like to indulge 
in controversies because the nature 
of a constructive worker is essentia. 
lly different from a political demago 
gue. Still, since Shri Akbar was very 
keen that some records must be se! 
right, I am writing this brief reply. 
Shri Limaye says in his article that 


RSS work was started with the bless-: 


ings of the princely States. Why then 
did it not start or flourish in those 
States? Why was it confined to Nag- 
pur and its vicinity in those early 
years? Then, without any proof, he 
asserts that we were great admirers 
of Hitler. One earlier edition of Shri 
Limaye, the late Shri Govind Sahai 
of U. P., even disclosed in his book 
that our founder had been to Ger- 
many and our work started on Hit- 
ler’s instructions. People know that 
the RSS was started in 1925, eight 
years before Hitler was even heard 
of in India. 

Shri Limaye feels that his meet- 
ings in M.P. have been disturbed by 
RSS people. Our swayamsevaks 
neither bother about his foreign 
policy nor are they trained for such 
activities. We never have morchas 
nor slogan-shouting of  "zindabad" 
or “murdabad”, and our branches, 
which are a must, mostly hold their 
gettogethers in the evenings when 
Shri Limaye must have been holding 
his meetings. He thinks we have be- 
come admirers of China. Let him 
remember that one of the first to 
bring to the notice of the people the 
Chinese invasion was Shri Guruji, 
and let me also: refresh his memory 
with the words used by the USSR in 
those days: “India is our friend but 
China is our brother". We would 


like every nationalist to look to our 
national interest and not try to be- 
come more loyal than the king him- 
self. 

Then he talks at great length 
about my affidavit about the RSS 
being a politica! Party. I have given 
a public statement that — no such 
affidavit was given. First it was 
sought to be propagated that this 
affidavit was given to get exemption 
from income tax by the RSS, since 
political Parties are exempt from it. 
Now they have changed that stand 
and say that submissions have been 
made at the Nagpur court against 


the judgment of the Charity Com- 


issioner ordering the RSS to regis- 
ТЕТ А. a religious charitable trust. 
We are contesting the case on the 
basis of the famous Kesari Maratha 
Trust judgment of the Supreme 
Court. In order to clearly differem- 
tiate our work from religious and 
charitable, we have submitted that it 
is cultural social work with a 
patriotic purpose some of » whose 
activities are akin to. political. Jf, in 
clearly differentiating the human 
species biologically we say that it Is 
akin to the ape, man does not be- 


come an ape. Tearing sentences out: 


of context and presenting them to 
suit one's objectives may be cun- 
ning, but certainly has nothing to 
do with truth. 
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Then there is a reference to Shri 
Bala Saheb Deoras delivering an in- 
flammatory speech at Jamshedpur,  — 
causing the riot. The Sarsanghchalak —_~ 
and myself visit almost two hundred 
and fifty places every year. Why do 
по riots take place elsewhere? He 
should also have tried to get an 
authentic version of the speech 
which Is tape-recorded. I was present _ 
at the function and I am confident 
that Shri Limaye cannot point out - 
one single sentence to substantiate 
his contention. Probably he himselt 
delivers inflammatory speeches and | 
naturally he thinks all others follow 
his methods. 


Shri Limaye then goes on to make 
a fantastic assertion that 70 per cent. 
of RSS workers had sent in apolo- - 
gies during the Emergency. How was 


it that in Maharashtra 8,000 RSS _ 
activists responded to the satya- 
graha call, and not so many hun: 


dreds came from Shri PLimaye's - 
camp? On insinuations from people _ 
like Shri Limaye a question was ask- — 
ed in the Maharashtra Assembly on. 
October 18, 1977. as to how many | 
people tendered apologies during 
the Emergency. The answer given by 
the then Home Minister Shri Sharad 
Pawar was—only two, one belonging 
to the Ananda Marg and the other 
to the Jamait-e-Islami. So far as 
U.P. and Bihar are concerned, 
where I was in direct charge, let him 
produce evidence of even one per 
cent apologies. Having not even a 
few hundred to offer satyagraha 
during Emergency, trying to dent 
grate others may be Limaye's logic, 
but does not do credit to a Gandhian 
which he swears he is. 


Certainly Shri Limaye cannot be 


so naive as to try to understand the 
Sangh through Dr. Subramaniam 


make, him an authority on the RSS 
and he need not be quoted. : 


The whole article is full of man 
such inaccuracies and untruths. Shr 
Limaye should fight out his politi 
battles with his Janata Party. 
ponents but ueed not d 
RSS. Let us be Em 
work of  nation-buildi 
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ee UE SUBIR ROY went to Sringeri to report on the meeting of the four - 
Tle) standard bearers of the Adi-Shankaracharya : the Swamijis of 
A ‚ Sringeri, Dwarka, Puri and Badrikshetra. The four were: 
meeting for the first time in history to take stock of their 


RINGERI math, set amid the green 
hills of pretty Chikmagalur, hills 
that turn blue when the heavy clouds’ 
of the south-easterly monsoons brood 
over them, is just about the finest, 
place where anyone could have built 
a temple to god. It speaks volumes 
about the perspicacy and wisdom of 
1ihe.Adi-Shankaracharya that he se- 
lected this spot to, plant firmly the 
standard of Hindu dharma in the 
south, to match the mountain-top 
math he built in the north at Badri- 
kshetra. He also set up two more 
maths, one on the western coast at 
Dwarka and the other in the east by 
the side of the Bay of Bengal in Puri, 
thus staking out what he considered 
was an indisputable claim for Hindu- 
ism in what 
Bharat. 

Twelve centuries. later, on 
the birthday of the Adi-Shankara- 
charya, the four present standard 
bearers, the Shankaracharyas of the 
four maths, met for the first time 
in Sringeri. The event had all the pa- 
geantry of a Hindu festive gathering 
of its kind. At precisely 10 a.m. on 
the day the three guests of the Srin- 
geri swami arrived at the portals of 
the math to be received by him and 
accompanied in procession to the tem- 
ple. The milling .crowd of bhaktas 
surged around as cries of Shaukara- 
charya ki jai rent the air. The police 
struggled to keep a cordon around 
them as the bhaktas, a mixture of 
women in colourful South Indian 
silks and men with half bare torsos 
and wrap-around dhotis and bibhuti 
marks on the foreheads, jostled and 
pushed. 

What immediately stood out 
through the crush was the sub 
lime calm on the faces of the swamis. 
All of them were in flowing saffron 
апі! each carried the standard of his 
math, straight at the shoulder, with 
which he is never parted when ven- 
turing out. As the parade of the 
sages, the procession of the godly 
moved forward towards the main 
temple a group of musicians, with a 
quaint mixture of western saxaphones 
and South Indian drums, took up the 
strains of invocational, repetitive 
Karnataki music. Soon it was the half 
light of the temple interior that en- 
veloped everybody. The crush was 
greater, the half light punctuated by 
the photographers’ flashes and the 
TV camera’s staccato blinding glares. 
Once within the inner sanctum, the 
swamis offered brief pujas to the ru- 


to him was Akhanda - 


Мау. 1, | 


8 common heritage. - 


Ub 


bake 
Ф 
L^ 


а N 


EM a 


E, KEETA T" "e A 
ling deity, Sarada. In a few minutes 


the arati flame was brought out and - 


again it was a mass of surging hands 
trying to partake a little of the 
warmth and be blessed. The swamis 
then went round the inner sanctum 
in a ritual pradakshin and proceeded 
to the adjoining inner courtyard 
where in the centre was another 
temple. There in a room by its side. 
the four Shankaracharyas went into 
a secret conclave, assisted only by 
their closest junior swamis ог incon: 
gruous modernisms in the persons of 
“private secretaries.” 

The frenzy dies down. People squat 
in the corridors and courtyards, 
the musicians recover their breath, 
the photographers mop their. brows 
and the myriad sanyasis and junior 
swamis wait anxiously before the 
closed door for a call from inside to 
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re-enter. For an hour the swamis 
sort out their problems. Suddenly, 
stirrings. A procession of  bearahs: 
carrying offerings of garlands, flowers 
and fruits troops in with a tall hand- 
some man at its head, a little ner-. 
vous. The State Governor sends his 
pranams through his secretary. He 
will be there shortly. The door is 
opened, photographers rush in, the: 
swamis are disturbed, a little annoy- 
ed, but deem not to notice. Everyone 
waits. The. Puri Shankaracharya 
keéps talking. (So it was his voice 
that was heard the most from the 
outside!) In a few moments the - 
Dwarka.swami gathers his ‘angabas- 
tra with an air of finality, says some- 
thing about a committee and that 
the time for his medicines has со 
The photographers Become 


questioning eyes turn to 
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secretaries, the Shankaracharyas are 


requested to stand in a line please. 
The Joshimath swami towers over 
the Puri swami, the goodly Dwarka 
swami has a glazed look, the Srin- 
geri swami is calm and perceptive. 

Photographs over, they come out in 
procession again, the bhaktas send up 
their cries, more pujas at the temple 
in the courtyard. the swamis come out 
and stand at the edge of the raised 
temple verandah. It is like a small- 
town election rally where the candi- 
date and his assistants take the 


cheers of the crowd. Brief speeches - 


are made by the Dwarka and Srin- 
geri swamis who both speak in Kan- 
nada: *We have come from the cor- 
ners of this country to bless you." 
The flame comes .out on the thali 
once again, the hundred hands lunge 
out again, the musiciahs resume their 
drones, the procession returns to the 
portals. The sun has ascended the 
zenith. The bhaktas disperse, tired but 
with an overbright gleam in their 
eyes. Something which has been in 
preparation for 12 years has come to 
pass. At last the four have met. 


HE life of Shankaracharya, who 
was born twelve centuries ago, is 

a bundle of unverifiable legends. But 

his work is not. First the legend. 

Shankaracharya was born in a place 

called Kalti in Kerala. From child- 

hood he was possessed with an urge 
to seek enlightenment and this made 
him leave his home, take up sanyas 
as a disciple of Bhagwan Gobinda- 
charya. At the instructions of his 
guru, he wrote tracts like the Brah- 
masutra to enhance the knowledge 
of the people in Vedic matters. He 
then went on two journeys around 

India, visiting all the holy places and 

trying to rediscover their significance. 

He set up four maths in tour cor- 
ners of the country for the propaga- 
tion of the Vedic religion. Historians : 
are, however, undecided as to whether 
all the maths were set up ín his life- 
time. In a brief lifetime, he is credit- 
ed with having turned the whole tide 
of Bhudhism and set resurgent Hindu- 
ism firmly on its tracks. 

But by tremendous contrast with 
the unclear details of his life, Shan- 
karacharya’s writings have. great cla- 
rity and there ought not to be any 
confusion about the message. 

The revivaustic nature of the Adi- 
Shankaracharya’s message and mis- 

sion lives well in his late twentieth 
century apostles. Nobody should have 


gone to Sringeri looking for broad 
minded reformism. On the afternoon 
of May 1, the four Shankaracharyas 


Id a marathon public meeting 
Mich lasted over five hours, during- 


i lights went out twice and 
v Шора: menacingly rumbled 
once. Right through the meeting the 
mood was militant. The fundamen- 
talist character of the creed was as- 
serted in the most emphatic terms 
by the Sringeri swami who said that 
the Adi-Shankaracharya had no spe- 
cial personal credo to offer, there 
was no Shankar mantra as such, 
Shankaracharya merely revived the 
Vedic mantra. = 1 

While the morning’s ceremonies 
were typical of such a religious ga- 
thering and full of impressive ritual, 
the evening's gathering was a conces- 
sion to modern times. A resolution 
was passed, a committee was ap- 
pointed, a joint communique was 
issued and many speeches were made. 
In style they were more akin to politi- 
cal speeches rather than religious dis 
courses. But even there ritual added 
colour and mystery. Before every Ja 
gatguru spoke, a disciple of his 
would stand up and intonate a long 
ode to the glory and many virtues of 
his illustrious master. If God's hum- 
ble servant is also God's proud war- 
rior, and king by his authority of the 
spiritual realm, then the latter cha- 
racteristics were the more prominent, 


The Shankaracharyas spoke at 
length on many matters frankly poli- 
tical but weren't veteran politicians 
enough to be circumspect on matters 
delicate. Perhaps they will live to re- 
gret а little their outspokenness, 
though never to doubt their convic- 
tions. Between them the swamis were 
a fascinating study іп contrast, set 
forth against a common mould. All 
tended to command instant respect 
with their grave, sublimely peaceful 
manner and a kind of natural autho- 
rity that lifetime’s sadhana gives. But 
beyond that they were delightfully 
human and different. 
Tirtha of Dwarka is a goodly old man 
with a baby face who tends to meam 
der a little. Sri Niranjanadeva Tirtha 
of Puri is an iracible old ‘John the 
Baptist? who would rather walk up to 
the gallows than deny his faith, and 
said as much. Srj Swarupananda Sa- 
Taswati of Joshimath is easily the 
most impressive, a towering bearded 
hermit who speaks the most simple, 
precise and terse prose. Sri Abhinava 
Vidyatirtha Mahaswami of Sringeri 
appears to possess the keenest in- 
tellect which reflects clearly in his 
discerning eyes and a quiet assured 
manner, à 


That many current political deve- 
lopments in the country were seri- 
ously agitating the Swamis became 


-apparent right from the word go. A 


printed one-page joint communique 


CC-0. In Public Domain. UP State Museum, Hazratganj. Lucknow 


Sir Abhinava . 


that was issued spelt it out thus: 
from time immemorial it is the de. 
sirable thing to follow one’s own 
religion. Therefore if someone tries 
to influence or change the religion 
of a person with the help, of induce. 
ment, fear, force or harassment then 
that is a great wrong. May we al. 
ways be engaged in the pursuit of 
our own religions. The same fears 
and apprehensions that had been 
working on Mr O. P. Tyagi and cau- 
sed him to introduce his Freedom of 
Religion Bill, were apparently visited 
on the $wamis. The Joshimath swa 
mi wanted phoney conversions 
among Adivasis stopped. The Dwarka 
swami spoke of his concern in a re- 
lated field. He had just returned 
from a tour of North-East India 
where the balance in the population 
was being upset by a largescale influx 
of Muslims from Bangladesh. 

But the one great issue that exer- 
cised all the swamis the most, other 
than the all-pervasive decline of reli- 
gion (by which they of course meant 
Hinduism) was cow protection. The 
resolution that was passed made se- 
veral references to it. They were hap- 
py that steps were being taken by the 
Union Government to ban cow 
slaughter and urged political Parties 
not to make it an issue of partisan 
politics but take it up as a national 
policy. They urged people to use cow 
energy, wanted the Government to 
prevent the sale of cows for slaught- 
er and felt that only the hide of the 
dead cow should be utilised for lea- 
ther. The Sringeri swami observed 
in his speech that the cow had done 
us sO much good that he could not 
allow anyone to harm it. This drew 
the audience’s applaüse. 

The resolution made a reference 
to the solemnisation of marriage, 
which it felt should be done in the 
Hindu dharmik manner. The ceremo- 
nies should also be simple and not 
extravagant. The Puri swami added 
poignancy by narrating how thou- 
sands were. spent on decorations and 
feasting but the poor brahmin priest 
was sent off with a five-rupee note. 

Always hovering in the background 
was the question of the caste system. 
The resolution strongly asserted that 
the backward classes were on abhinya 
ang of our society. The Puri swami 
later clarified that the term “abhinya 
ang” was vital and he had insisted on 
its use in place of the word "ghatak". 
He even joined issue with the Kar- 
nataka Governor, Mr Govind Nara- 
yan’s narration of an incident in the 
adi-Shankaracharya's life in which he 
had met enlightenment in an “un- 
touchable”. Sri  Niranjanadeva dis- 
puted this translation and favoured 
the word agraj, or, he who comes be- 
fore— an elder brother—to describe 
the caste Hindu. Speakers repeatedly 
expressed themselves in favour of the 
Varnasram dharma or the caste sys- 
tem bur asserted that untouchability 
was not a part of it. As Sri Niran- 
iandevji would like to have it seen, 
it was really a matter of relationship 
between elder and younger brothers. 
The Joshimath swami felt that Var- 
nashram didn't mean  disrespect to 
anybedy. 
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Right through the meeting certain 
views, familiar among one section of 
em pol&ical opinion in the country, were 
| repeated. Mr Gopal Shastri, an im- 
portant office bearer of the committee 
formed to commemorate the Adi. 
Shankaracharya in various ways be- 
moaned the fact that Hindu society 
was not going forward. There were 
laws in the country only for the ma- 
jority community. The Dwarka  swa- 
miji lamented that there was no Hin- 
du rashtra in the world except in 
little Nepal. The Joshimath swami 
found it galling that while the nation 
recognised the Buddha Jayanti and 
Mahavir Jayanti it didn’t take notice 
of Shankara Jayanti. The Puri swa- 
mi didn’t mind the minority commu- 
| nity getting special treatment but 
| there should пої Бе discrimination 
| against the majority community as 
d through the Hindu Married Women's 
| Endowment Act. He even raised the 
slogan, which was lustily taken up 
by the audience: “Dharm ka jai ho, 

Adharm ka nash ho...” 
The smooth flow of similar view- 
| points parading before the audience 
was inlerrupted only once when ‘the 
Karnataka Minister of State for 
Information, Mr K. H. Srinivas, an 
invitee, embarked on what he thought 
was a free exchange of views. It al- 
most became a free for all. Mr Srini- 
vas said that the point to consider 
about the Freedom of Religion Bill 
was why people who had been with 
| had left us. 
were unable to 


| us for so many years 
Was it because we 


look after a large chunk of out so 


ciety? Also, we had not really abo- 

lished in practice casteism апа un- 

touchability. At this point the Srin- 
t geri swami stopped him short. “Don’t 
g create a controversy here. I can ans- 
wer your criticisms.” From the audi- 
ence there were shouts: “Don’t make 
a political speech here. It is the Go- 
vernment that is sustaining the caste 
system." The Minister's speech quick- 
ly ended thereafter and the: faithful 
went back to listening to what they 
were used to. ў 


UT by far the strangest aspect of 
.the.whole gathering was that 

. while much was said in loud condem- 

nation of the enemy without, there 

was the persisting nagging presence 

of the enemy within. Why had the 
Sankavacharyas met? To spread the 

good word, to bless the faithful. put 

the fear of God in the heart of the 
wayward? Certainly. But there was 

1 also this líttle matter of territorial 
er claims, a problem of poaching, of 
pretenders and false, prophets, a need 

to tell the faithful on whom the 

mantle of the Lord really rested. An 
inconvenient little problem 'of having 


Photographs by Subir Roy 
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to assert: We four and no more. 
The biggest unseen presence at the 
whole gathering, in fact the man who 
perhaps made it all possible, was the 
Shankaracharya of Kanchi, Acharya 
Chandrashekharendra Bharati. His 


.math. is also known as Sureshwara- 


pith and it is claimed that the first 
disciple of the Adi-Shankaracharya 
resided there after he died at that 
spot. Now the following paragraph 
comes fairly early in the joint-com: 
munique: 
It is known that in order to spread 
the religion and learning that he 
had acquired through his own ef- 
forts, Shankaracharya established 
four maths in the fours corners of 
India... At the end of all his work 
he put an end to his physical form 
and work by leaving his human 
body in the cold and snowy Kedar- 
kshetra. However, many people in 
order io enhance their own pres- 
tige hase spread it about that 
Shankaracharya belongs to their 
province. In India there are many 
legends circulated about him in 
person. Naturally there are mo 
proofs in these matters. This fact 
should be known by all. They 
should know that the swamis of 
the four maths believe firmly that 


Shankaracharya died in Kedar- 
kshetra. . 
This ‘fact’ was repeated several 


times by several speakers in various 

oblique ways. One reason why the 

problem may have gained immediacy 

is that the present swami of Kanchi- 

puram is a rather exceptional per- 

son who has developed a large follow- , 
ing (reportedly among many top: 
Delhi bureaucrats) and has been 

organising extensive philanthropic 

work. A more unseemly incident 

that came up for repeated mention 

was the throwing into a river of an 

image of the Adi-Shankaracharya that 

the Dwarka Swami had put up at 

Badrikshetra, presumably because 

some people resented the mention 

of the name of the Dwarka math at 
the base of the statue. Consequently 
the resolution stipulated that the 
memorial that would be set up to Adi. 
Shankaracharya at Badrikshetra 
should not bear the name of any 
'math. 

This has in fact been the state 
of organised Hindu religion in the 
country since independence. Any 
large denomination or sect is riven 
by internecine fighting among its fol- 
lowers. The end of the last century 
and carly part of this century saw 
several reformist movements trying 
to rescue the essentials of the Hindu 
religion from the dead weight _ of 
sterile and repressive dogma. But 
that period is certainly over. The 
Sringeri swami, although Kannadiga 
bred and Kannadiga born, told 
reporters the next morning that 
there was a need for an Indian link 
language. The English had come 
across the seven seas and brainwash- 
ed us into losing our cultural iden- 
tity. Maybe it was the continued use 
of English and our store of know- 
ledge gleaned (flm English books 
that were causing the faithful to 
fight among themselves. Maybe. m 
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Another good j^ 
reason to use _ 
Firestone tyres 


Skidding can happen «>= 
anytime. But when 

you're on Firestone : 
tyres you have. a bene ‘ 
chance to avoid it; оо. 3 
Firestone tyres are 

designed and 

engineered to drain ES 
water, eject slush to — : 


provide a sure grip ` í 
and ensure ЙК E 
directional stability зө: 


and handling. 


a YEARS OF 


IOHASKARA, the space satellite, 
: was launched from a Soviet cos: 
nodrome on June 6, amidst fanfare 
and jubilation. The excitement was 
unconcealed, New Delhi was pleased. 
At that time it looked as if India was 
well on her way to achieving self- 
sufficiency in her space programme 
Now, the Bhaskara project is almost 
certainly a 100 per cent failure. It is 
evident that the information about 
the failure of its TV cameras, X-ray 
detectors and other scientific instru- 
ments were passed on to the Press 
in a rather low key. 


To —— К 
paar ТЕТЫ — 


The major seientifio rogrammes 
of Bhaskara project consisted of (i) 
mineral location experiments propos- 
ed to have been carried out on the 
- Bihar mica belt, Chitradurga belt 
and the Deccan trap near Pune (ii) 

oil survey near and around Hydera- 
and Indore and (iii) 
lving geo-climatic parameters for 
re planning. About 600 highly 
killed ag Soe аап scien: А 
tists and engineers been work- - — 
ing for the last four years to— build. Ex-Prime Minister 


Gandhi 
at the Indian Satellite Project 


— Bhaskara. 2 
- To date, the TV cameras set up hn ae 
haven't been turned on even once. it looks "-though Bhaskara pro 


Indira 


The detectors designed to register the 
torrents of cosmic rays coming from 
outer space ended up in the same- 
way. In effect, Bhaskara is numb, 
i does not seem to 
to any signal from the 


gramme was sabo by the Russi- 
ans, ri£ht from the beginning. On the 
day of launching, the satellite was- 
finally handed over to the Russians, 
who, as the report goes, insisted that 
beyond a certain point the security 
rules would not permit any Indian 
Scientist to go. So, on that fateful 
day, Bhaskara was with the Russians 
and Russians alone, just before it 
was stationed on top of the Russian 
rocket—long enough for the Russi- 


——————— m p ep EDEN 
ORBITAL PATH OF BHASKARA 
BO 7] - == 


like so many other failures in our 
scientific programme oris there 
omething more sinister at work? 
rom the evidence already available 


iam 


OWEST POINT 50 
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| USSR sabotaged Bhaskara 


SS "ЁН НӨ е өе юы = 
There's no other explanation for the failure 


lazratganj. Lucknow 


ans to pull out all the relevant con- 
nections to the power-pack. 

No country in the world likes the 
idea of being watched by any foreign 
agent, especially if the agent happens 
to be a satellite taking pictures from 
outer space. As Bhaskara spins 
around the globe, there is no reason, 
at least theoretically, why a few pic. 
tures of Russian missile bases could 
not be flashed back to Bangalore or 
Ahmedabad; indeed, there is no rea- 
son why afew shots of PINSTECH 
in Pakistan could not be flashed 
back either. In simple strategic terms 
it is not in the Russian interest to 
have another satellite remote-sensing 
Russia soil The response of Bhas- 
kara to any signal being entirely 
negative leaves us with the only con- 
clusion that the act of sabotage was 
neatly performed in the high security 
enclosure of the cosmodrome. 

Why? The Russians, after all, help- 
ed to launch Bhaskara; so why 
should they destroy the power-pack? 
Why should they sabotage a space 
programme as prestigious as this? 
Ironically, the Russians have gained 
all the advantages, political and 
strategic, and India has lost out. If 
Bhaskara had been working that 
would have neither enhanced nor 
reduced Russian credibility. Soviet 
participation started and ended with 
the launching of the satellite. A 100 
per cent functioning remote-sensing 
Bhaskara spinning round the globe 
would have been a slip in the equa- 
tions of Russian strategy. 

If Bhaskara had been sabotaged by 
the Russians,Indians have to swallow 
a grim message. In sensitive scienti- 
fic activities, be it a space programme 
or atomic energy for that matter, it 
is not credible for our scientists to be 
competent only upto a point. No part 
of the programme can, be left to the 
mercy of any foreign nation. Tarapur 
is the most famous example. India's 
scientific programme in sensitive 
areas has to be self-sufficient to the 
last detail. The decision to go all out 
for total self-sufficiency is, however, 
a political one and not entirely scien- 


tific; the decision for the financial 


resources, adequate for building up a 
self-sufficient space programme or 
atomic energy programme has to 
come out of the complex decision- 
making inner circle of the political 


. hierarchy. It would be an illusion to 


think that any nation could usher 


in the progress of India in these sen- 


sitive areas. Charity is an unknown 


quantity in the murky equations of · 


international politics. 
A SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT 
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Ditchers from Deutschland - 


ences RPM | 
Rickshaw-pullers are being taken for a ride 


Peery, young German girls have 
invaded Jaipur. Like the love 
stories of the harefns of yore, their 
affairs are the talk of the town. They 
came into the limelight for the firsi 
time when one of them married a 
rickshaw-puller. Almost  simultane- 
ously another German girl too 
married an ordinary citizen of Jaipur. 
The third one is in-a Jaipur jail 
along with the wife of the rickshaw- 
puller. As many as seven of these 
girls were reportedly in Jaipur dur- 
ing the same period. 

Tall and shapely 22.year-old Erika, 
who wears a ghagra and choli and 
chain-smokes bidis, was the first West 
German girl to hit the headlines by 
marrying rickshaw-puller, Gopal 
Singh Chauhan. But she is now in 
‘jail, Her husband, who initially was 
overwhelmed with joy for getting a 
gaurt mem  (white-skinned lady) as 
his spouse, is now a broken man. 
Erika is under judicial custody for 
trying to forge her passport. Gopal 
Singh is making a desperate bid to 
get her out of the four walls of the 
Jaipur Central Jail. After marrying 
the German girl, Gopal Singh sold 
his rickshaw—his only source of 
livehhood—to get money for cele- 
brating his honeymoon in a befitting 
manner, The girl had assured him 
that her parents were rich and they 
would send enough money to her. 
“After this there will be no dearth 
of money with us and we will leave 
for Germany.” 

As luck would have it, Gopal 
Singh's dream of settling in West 
Germany as the son-in-law of a well- 
off family appears to have been 
shattered with Erika being sent to 
jail. Back in the realm of hard reali- 
ties, he has again started pulling a 
rickshaw which he has now hired at 
Rs 4 a day. Though Gopal Singh has 
succeeded in getting a court order 
for his wife’s release on bail, the 
task of producing a surety of Hs 
10,000 and a matching personal bond 
is not an easy one. But the rudest 
shock to him has come from Erika 
herself: She has now told the court 
that Gopal is not her husband, he is 
out to blackmail her, and any act of 
his to get her released on bail should 
not be taken cognizance of. This 
change of heart seems to have come 
about after officials of the West Ger- 
man Embassy visited Erika in jail. 

What did Erika find in Gopal ? He 
is not her equal either economically 
or intellectually. Neither is he very 
obviously handsome. She spent most 
of her time with Gopal Singh for ab: 
out 15 days before they got married 
in the Arya Samaj. In the words of 
her jail-mate, Miss  Brigtte Preis, 
"Erika likes poor and simple peo- 
ple." But after the arrest Erika app- 
ears to have changed her views ab- 
out India and Indians. She told one 
interviewer, “I am not an Indian nor 
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Erika, in police custody, being taken to the court where 


ing married the rickshaw puller. (Inset) Edith Erika and Gopal Singh 


do I want to live in India. I like to 
be called a German and want to go 
back to my country. In any case I 
cannot leave my parents,” The coup- 
le was also sore over the publicity 
that their marriage had attracted in 
the Indian Press. 

Interestingly, only a few days 
back she got herself converted tu 
Hinauism to marry Gopal Singh. The 
Arya Samaj, where the marriage 
was performed, gave her a Hindu 
name—Sita Devi. But for the gener- 
ous help from.an office bearer of the 
Arya Samaj the Erika-Gopal Singh 
marriage would not have taken place 
since neither of them had the Rs 110 
needed for the various rituals. The 
Arya Samaj official contributed the 
money to help perform tkis рита 
karya (noble work) of making a 
foreigner a Hindu. A 

What connections Erika has got 


’ with Brigtte Preis, her German jail- 


cu 


o too is involved in a sim). 
mate WER passport forgery is still 
to be found out. Brigtte Preis 1s re: 
ported to have come to India with a 
boyfriend. When they reached Vara- 
nasi, the boyfriend came into con- 
tact with a sadhu and under his in- 
fluence got his. head 
Too much of intoxication had an ad- 


cleanshaven. 


. Lucknow 


verse effect on his mind and hence 
Brigtte managed. to send him back 
from India. Slim and charming Brig: 
{te (26) is five months, pregnant. She 
was remanded to judicial custody on 
June 29 this year. Eleven days later 
she was joined by Edith Erika under. 
ordérs of the chief judicial magistra- 
te. Erika, however, used to visit Bri- 
gtte Preis before she was lodged 
there on July 9. Both the girls have 
identical habits and are chain- smo- 
kers. But unlike Erika, Brigtte was 
not penniless when she was taken 
into custody. 

Jail records show that at least 
Brigtte Preis is not quite unknown 
in. Jaipur. After being in jail a Ger. 
man couple visited her. Two foreign 
students studying in Rajasthan Uni: 
versity also visit her regularly and 
bring cigarettes and other presents, 
One of these students is said to be a 
Kenyan and the other one is from 
Uganda. One line of speculation, par: 
ticularly after ihe new turn the 
Gopal-Erika matter has taken, is that 
there is more than love and the way- 
wardness of western youth in this 
mini-invasion of Jaipur by rootless 
German girls, 
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Or rather at your setvice. Totally. With What's so marvellous about this most 
everything offered to you on a platter: From evolutionary system available in the control 
Keltron Controls who now introduce a new realm is that it offers such flexibility and 
range of services along with the 9020 is so easy to operate. The information 
system. Incorporating the latest 4th generation presented at the control post is so clear that 
technology from Controle Bailey of France. the operator knows that everything is 

These services from the Keltron Controls functioning correctly at a single glance. 
team of engineers'ánd technicians include: Your operators will be relaxed and happy 

. € Discussing your requirements in front of their control posts. 


ө Designing tailor-made systems So will you—when such superb service 


ө Delivering, erecting and commissioni is laid on. i 
on a turn-key basis ng Keltron Controls— yet another affirmation 


SAT ini о of the forward-looking dynamism ої 
1 maintenance personnel Keltron, Combining thought with action. 
ө Providing spare parts and after-sales service 
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A school's reputation is being ruined 


ШЕ skeleton of a student of class 
L IV was found in a school in 
Kanchi when it reopened after the 
summer vacation, according to the 
secretary of the Bihar Pradesh Con- 
&ress(1), Mr Harinarayan Singh, 
said a news agency report sometime 
in the middle of July. It added that 
the student had complained of sto- 
mach ache to his class teacher on the 
last day of school before the sum- 
mer vacation. The teacher had asked 
him to lie down on one of the empty 
last benches. At the end of school 
everyone seemed to have forgotten 
about the student and apparently he 
had been locked in for the whole ot 
the vacation. When the school re- 
opened after the holidays the skele- 
ton of the student was said to have 
been found in the classroom. This 
news was guaranteed to cause wide- 
spread gossip. Such "news" is 
bound to spread fast, particularly in 
a place like Ranchi, which is not too 
large as с!пеѕ go. Detailed investiga- 
tions revealed that the story had no 
basis whatsoever, it being an un- 
likely one in the first place The De- 
puty Commissioner, Mr. B. P. Sinha. 
also telt that there was no basis to 
the rumour. He had not received any 
orders trom the Home Department 
im the State capital, Patna, to look 
into the case. 

Finding the school was a problem 
in itself since no one seemed to have 
a clear idea of the name of the 
school After being misled a number 
of times 1 managed to reach the 
Shri Chandmal Jain Bal Mandir. The 
principal of the school, Mrs Leena 
Verma, acknowledged that the news 
I had heard indeed referred to her 
school. “1 don't know who is spread- 
ing such stories about this schaol,” 
she said. She offered to show us the 
attendance registers of all the classes 
in the school—Kindergarteu to Class 
V. There are 435 students іп the 
school—both boys and girls—and no 
name had “А” written beside it sig- 
nifying "Absent", after Juge 18, 1979. 
The school's summer vacation had 
started on May 23 and continued up 
to June 17. 

I asked her about the manner m 
which the students меге sent 
home every day after School, to find 
out if any child left behind or locked 
up in a classroom could be accounted 
for. She explained that the school 
closed at 3.50 pm and the teachers 
stayed behind till every child had 
left—sometímes as late as 5.50. The 
cleaning staff of the school made uv 
of five maids start their work around 
4.50 pm. They go through each class- 
room meticulously since many child- 
ren leave their books and somettmes 
their satchels behind. The principal 
also said that there was по reason 
why the child could not have been 


discovered during the holidays be: , 


cause the school classrooms were 
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cleaned even during the holidays 
while the school office remained open 
for two hours every day. The school 
authorities did not receive visits or 
complaints from parents or guardians 
with regard to this case either dur- 
ing or after the holidays. In fact, 
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Mrs Verma wanted to meet the per- 
son who had mentioned the news to 
the Congress(I) secretary. This ru- 
inour, she said, would destroy the 
reputation which the school had 
built up over a period of 25 years. 
It was obvious that whoever had 
circulated the news had plans to 
finish the school. The principal said 
that hers was the oldest junior school 
in Ranchi. Just beside the school 
there 15 a factory, the Bihar Engi- - 
neering Works, which is built on land 
owned by the school Many years 
ago, the school authorities gave the 
land to the factory owner for his use: 
h was not sold or donated. A few 
months ago, when the factory owner 
started claiming that the land was 
his, the school started a case. Ulti 
mately, the factory owner, Mr Nemi- 
chandji, lost the suit. The secretary 
of the school committee, Mr Basudev 
Kataruka, was of the opinion that 
the schools reputation was being 
tarnished by persons who had ulte- 
rior motives. In fact, the school js 
sandwiched between the factory and 
a Congress(I) office. If a rumour 
was to travel from the factory to the 
Congress(I) office, it would have to 
traverse only a block. Mr Haripara- 
yan Singh, the Bihar Pradesh  Con- 
gress(I) secretary owes everyone an 
explanation. 


TIRTHANKAR GHOSH, Ranchi 
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Uncivil Ministers 
and civil servants 


Ministers ‘shoe’ the way 
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Pawan Diwan 
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AZETTED officers of Madhya 

Pradesh under the Janata Gov- 
ment. are faced with a new kind of 
hazard over which they are concer- 
ned and agitated. The members of 
the State Cabinet in a sudden fit of 
temper, when they lose all sense of 
reason and propriety assault and 
publicly humiliate officials. The latest 


` victim of such Ministerial wrath is 


Mr H. P. Siroliya, Block Development 
Officer of Geedum in the tribal dis- 
trict of Bastar. He was dragged by 
his hair in puhlic by the Tribal Wel- 
fare Minister, Mr Baliram Kashyap. 
The Minister had even taken off one 
of his shoes to beat Mr Siroliya. This 
incident has created a wave of anger 
and frustration in the civil service 
circles of the State. : 

The story goes something like this, 
On June 13, the Minister for Tribal 
Welfare arrived at Geedum and was. 
furious when he saw a well construc: | 
ted near the bus stand. H 
along opposed its con: 
rushed Ee | t 
ofüce, called the officer 

the hair an 
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_when it is a Ramco roof. All asbestos cement roofs look alike. But Ramco ۰ 
asbestos cement sheets are the choice of leading architects and builders. | 
[ 


And that sets them apart. Because these people are very demanding... About 
strength and durability. Fire and corrosion resistance. Weather proofing... In 
short, they look for permanent protection with minimum maintenance. 

Ramco gives them all that. Stringent quality control and modern plants ensure 
that Ramco performs best. A roof is a roof... But leading architects and builders 


know the exception - Ramco ! : : | 
AD SOUTHERN ASBESTI oe CEMENT LTD.,739 Anna Salai, Madras 600 002 : 
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instructions has the well been -cons- 
tructed?" While the BDO, Mr Siro- 
liya, was explaining that the cons- 
truction had gone according to a 
resolution adopted by the Geedum 
Janpad Panchayat arid that he was 
dutybound to implement the decision, 
the Minister dragged the officer to 
his jeep and took him to the bus stand 
where he showered the choicest abu- 
ses on him. He then took out one 
of his shoes to hit the BDO. Mean- 
while the Janpad Panchayat Chair- 
man, Mr Jaya Kishore Sharma, along 
with about 100 persons reached the 
spot. They protested against the 
Minister’s behaviour. Infuriated at 
tnis intervention the Minister treated 
the Janpad Chairman in almost the 
Same manner. He roared: “I am a 
Minister and can act in any way I 
like. Nobody can intervene’. But 
judging the mood of the crowd, 
which then wanted to teach the 
Janata Minister a lesson, he left the 
place in a hurry. 


. The Minister motored directly to 
Jagdalpur, the district headquarters 
of Bastar where he was to address a 
Press conference. He stayed with the 
Pressmen for a few minutes and 
abruptly left the place for somé un- 
known destination. Neither had he 
spoken about the Geedum episode 
nor had the Pressmen been aware of 
it. 

The Janpad Chairman and the 
BDO, meanwhile, lodged a complaint 
with Geedum police station the same 
day ie. June 13. The Minister then 
chose to contradict Press reports 
about the incident on June 17. Mr 
Baliram Kashyap in his denial said 
that the BDO and the Janpad Chair- 
man, who incidentally, is a Congress- 
(1) leader, were involved, in a scan- 
dal of Rs 52,000 by showing an old 
well as a new one. To hide this fact 
they had circulated false reports in 
the Press. 


Before Mr Kashyap reached 
Bhopal, the Press carried re- 
ports of the incident which 


were flashed all over the State 
including the State capital. On en- 
quiry, the Chief Minister was infor- 
med by the district authorities of 
Bastar that the incident was true and 
any denial at the official level would 
create complications. The district 
authorities were then asked to get a 
written statement from the BDO that 
he did not want any further action 
on his complaint to the police. The 
Minister was advised to issue а con- 
tradiction on his own at the political 
level. The Directorate of Information 
and Publicity were directed by the 
Government bosses not to issue de- 
nials of the incident. es 

Mr Kashyap is not a loner in his 


‘aetions. Ramanand Singh, Minister 


for Local Government (Urban) had 
shown his temper to the IAS Admi- 
nistrator of Indore Municipal Corpo- 
ration—since the officer had told him 
that it was not his duty to see if the 
bathrooms of the Circuit House, 
where the Minister was supposed to 
stay had no soap and towel. Despite 
Mr Ramanand Singh’s best. efforts, 
the officer could not be suspended, 
though he was summarily transferred. 
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The sanyasi Minister of Jails Mr 
Pawan Diwan, is no sanyasi. He has 
become a terror among the officials. 
He once directed the students at Ma- 
hasamund to give his personal assis- 
tant a shoe-beating because the stu- 
dents had complained that the PA 
had not submitted their demands to 
him. However the students proved to 
be more sober; they did not act on 
the Minister's advice. The  sanyasi 
Minister once got a trader of Maha- 
samund beaten by people when they 
complained to him that the trader 
had charged higher prices. He once 
suspended an officer because the offi- 
cer was not present when the Minis- 
ter went on an inspection. ' 

Filthy abuse is the  stock-in-trade 
of Thakur Darbar Singh Minister of 
State for Food and Civil Supplies. 
And he is not miserly about using 
them on all occasions. He is also 
known for his loud voice. Sometime 
back when the returning officer 
appointed for the Rajnandgaon civic 
poll, rejected an application of a 
Janata candidate for a recount on 
the grounds that it did not have any 
valid reasons, Mr Darbar Singh Tha- 
kur personally joined the people in a 
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It was a sight indeed! Mim Kristi Blumer of | Pennsylvania is. oll 
ises on bemg congratulated by Miss Jacki ouston from С 

iter she was named Miss Nude World in Cambridge, Ontario, 

In her unconcealed joy she covers her face and, of course, no 


Protest demonstration against the 
officer. Taking his cue from the  . 
Minister's behaviour a Janata VIP 
along with his colleagues entered 
the office of a Chief Municipal Offi- 
cer of a Municipal council in Raipur 
district and beat him up with an 
announcement: “This is the begint 
ing of a big show.” 

There is another instance where 
he created a scene. On June 23, he 
was to travel from Bhopal on the 
Chhattisgarh Express on which he 
had his reservation. The conductor - 
of the railway coach could not give 
him correct information about his re- 
servation. As a result he was delayed 
and missed the train. Some of his 
luggage which had been put on the 
train was carried away and had 
to be brought back from Itarsi. Mr 
Thakur Darbar Singh stormed into 
the room of the Assistant Station 
Master demanding an explanation for 
the act of the conductor. This was 
followed by filthy invective from the 
Minister on railway employees in 
general and the station staff of Bho- 
pal in particular. : 
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URING my absence from 

Pakistan, the Indian Air 

Force had bombed Pesha- 

war, and although they 

had done little damage 
to the airfield, a number of civilians 
had been killed in the city and in 
nearby villages. The air traffic con- 
trol building and a portion of a han- 
gar had been hit. It was lucky that 
no aircraft were destroyed because 
our bombers were at the time lined 
in strength on the airfield loaded 
with bombs and fuel in preparation 
for a raid on Indian airfields. Al 
though a few aircraft received splin- 
ters, no aircraft was seriously dam- 
aged. The Indian raid over, our 
bombers took off to return the com- 
pliment, leaving behind more telling 
memories of their visit. The Indians 
also bombed Kohat and repeated the 
attack on Peshawar. In both these 
raids no serious damage was done 
to Air Force property, although civi- 
lians again suffered. 


AYUB KHAN 
LOST IN '65 


By Air Marshal Asghar Khan of Pakistan | 


When the Indo-Pakistani war of 1965 began = 
Air Marshal Asghar Khan had just retired. But he 
was inducted back and came to play a crucial / ; 
role in the war effort. He was one of the few 
Pakistanis who was in a key position to have an 
overall view of the war whose outcome has 
been much debated. We publish exclusive 
extracts from his forthcoming book “The First 
4 Round, Indo-Pakistan War 1965” (Vikas 

, Publishing House Pvt. Ltd., Price Rs 35) 
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Sargodha had also been visited by 
Indian Canberras at night. This 
airfield remained the main target for 
Indian attacks at night throughout 
the war. Although the Indian Air 
Force dropped an estimated 500,000 
Ibs of bombs іп the area around 
Sargodha airfield, it did remarkably 
little damage. The net damage on 
the airfield was one fire-crash tender 
damaged and its driver injured, a 
twenty-five foot crater near, but not 
on, the landing strip. One bomb hit 
a village about six miles away from 
the airfield killing twenty-one іпһа- 
pirane : 

Apart from these night bombin 
raids, the Indian Air Force had heen 
relatively inactive and the Pakistan 
Air Force was in command of the 
situation. Indian aircraft had given 
up day-time adventures. Sporadic 
raids at night were to continue for 
another few days with little more 
than nuisance effect. The situation 
on the ground wag less encourag- 
ing. Our armour, which had been 
moved to the Gujranwala-Wazirabad 
area, was being used to contain the 
Indian advance towards the Lahore- 
Rawalpindi railway line. The Indians 
had made some gains ip the Lahore 
and Sialkot sectors but the momen- 
tum of their attack had been lost 
and the battle was now static. 

The Army had been using up Its 
ammunition faster than expected 
and it was considered desirable to 
arrange replenishment of these 
stocks. Our weapons were Ameri: 
can supplied and the only countries 
that had similar weapons and could 
be expected to help were Iran and 
Turkey. They were also operating 
the same aircraft as we were and 
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I thought it necessary to visit Tehe- 
ran and Ankara. Armed with Ayub's 
letters for President Gursel and the 
Shah of Iran, I left for Karachi on 
my way to Ankara and  Teheran. 
Karachi was a transformed city. 
Black-out was effective and complete 
and trenches had been dug exten. 
Sively for use as bomb shelters. A 
few Indian aircraft had flown over 
the city but no part of Karachi had 
been bombed or damaged. I under- 
stood that All India Radio, in repor- 
ting the success of these bombing 
raids over Karachi had said that 
Bunder Road lay in ruins and that 
serious damage had been done to 
the Lyari Air Force base. Іуагі is 
well known for jts fishing colony, for 
its odours and for a few other un 
attractive characteristics, but not for 
its air base. The airfield ац Mauripur 
had been untouched. In Karachi I 
Saw Admiral A. R. Khan at his head- 
quarters and then left for Ankara. 
President Gursel received me kind- 
ly and, after an exchange of views 
on the military situation, said thal 
Turkey would do whatever was pos 
sible to help us in this emergency. 1 
later called on General Tansel, the 
Air Commanderin-Chief, and the 
Prime Minister, Mr Orguplu. It was 
obvious that the Turks were under 
some strain and were embarrassed 
by the situation. All their equipment 
was American and they were wholly 
dependent on the United States fo: 
their day-to-day military needs. They 
were members of NATO to which 
all their military forces and resour. 
ces were allotted. It was not proper 
for them to supply any weapons to 
Pakistan without informing NATO 
and obtaining their consent. It wae 
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also unlikely that they could, send 
major {tems of equipment such as 
aircraft or tanks without their NATO 
allies getting to know that this had 
been done. The Prime Minister ex. 
plained that he was the head of a 
coalition and, like most coalitions, 
his Government had no соттоп 
views on many issues. On the issue 
of the Indo-Pakistan war, ‘he said, 
they were unanimous in their sup- 
port of their Pakistani brethren, but 
they were divided on the manner in 
which this: assistance could or should 
be given. One party would like to 
go all the way in their support ol 
Pakistan; a second party would pre- 
fer to adopt a cautious approach, 
giving us all possible material assis- 
tance without in any way jeopardis- 
ing Turkey’s own international rela- 
tions or military commitments; and 
the third party, more mindful of U.S. 
reaction, would like to follow an 
even more cautious approach. Con- 
sidering all these difficulties, he said 
they would supply us whatever they 
had by way of munitions, arms etc., 
but he expressed his inability to give 
us either combat aircraft, aircraft 
spares, or tanks. I thanked him for 
his frank expression of views and 
was a little disappointed, though not 
surprised, at the Turkish reaction to 
our predicament. On reflection, I 
have felt that it would not have been 
realistic for us to expect more help 
from Turkey than she gave. She 
gave generously and kept PIA busy, 
flying all we could into Pakistan. 
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my arrival. In his letter 
to the Shah, Ayub Khan 


ment at Iran’s attitude towards the 
Indo-Pakistan conflict. A meeting of 
the Foreign Ministers of Iran and 
‚ Turkey had taken place a few days 
earlier, at the conclusion of which a 
communique had .been issued. In 
this the Foreign Ministers, whilst 
expressing sympathy with Pakistan, 
had . concluded that both countries 
should accept the United Nations 
proposal for a cessation of hostilities. 
Many in Pakistan felt that we had a 
tight to expect more vigorous diplo- 
matic support from these two coun- 
tries than this communique indica- 
ted. Our Foreign Office, moreover, 
had understood from our Ambassa- 
dor in Turkey that this lukewarm 
attitude of the Foreign Minister had 
been conditioned by the Shah of 
Iran's insistence that Iran and Tur- 
key must not adopt a partisan atti- 
tude in this conflict. Iran, like Tur- 
key, was the recipient of military and 
economic assistance from the United 
States, and her ability to stand, up 
to American pressure in such a situa- 
tion was, to say the least, doubtful. 
The Foreign Office had concluded 
that Iran had played a leading role 
in wording the communique in a 
Manner that put us at some disad- 
vantage in adopting a stronger nego- 
tiating posture. Thus Ayub Khan in 
his letter had expressed disappoint- 
ment at Iran’s role in these talks and 
had said in plain words that Pakis- 
tan had a right to expect a more 
positive response from Iran in this, 
our hour of tribulation. The Shah- 
read the letter over twice. His face 
showed that he was hurt that Ayub 
Khan should have addressed him in 
such terms and that [ran's role or 
motives in these talks should have 
been suspect. He said that it- was 
a pity that he could not Say all he 
knew about this matter. If he could, 
Ayub Khan would be satisfied that 
Iran had not been responsible for 
the effect that the communique had 
produced. He showed great concerm 
Over the situation and congratulated 
me on the performance of the Pakis- 
tan Air Force. I had arrived in the 
midst of their national holidays and: 
we had experienced some difficulty 
in getting certain military stores. 
that had already been allotted to 
Pakistan by Iran. I therefore asked 
if he would order his people to work 
throughout the holidays to meet our 
needs. He issued instructions jn my 
presence that all personnel conne. 
ted with the programme must work 
night and day to keep the stores 
moving and that our entire needs in 
explosives and ammunition were to 
be met until their own stocks were 
reduced to zero. He, like Orguplu, 
did not see his way to giving Be 
ter aircraft as these were closely 
го the United States Mili. 
tary Assistance staff, but he agreed 
that we should let them have a list 
of our requirements in агаа ара 
equipment, I ` had brought this wi 


received me soon after 


had expressed disappoint- 
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me and handed it over later to Ira- 


nian officials, . 

Having seen the Shah, I returned 
to Karachi and then to Rawalpindi. 
In both Turkey and Iran I had been 
received with sympathy and warmth. 
It was obvious that the people of 
Iran and Turkey were greatly dis- 
turbed by the situation. It was not 
unnatural that, notwithstanding the 
deep brotherly sentiments that exis- 
ted in both these countries for Pakis- 
fan, the Governments of Iran and 
Turkey did not find it possible to 
adopt a more positive attitude in this 
conflict. Both were too deeply in- 
volved with the United States and 
both had a certain mistrust of the 
People’s Republic of China. They 
could not, in the face of such con- 
flicting Pressures, have been expec- 
t do much more than they did 
ìn these troubled times. 
conflict had been unexpected — al 
least by our Government — they had 
not received from us any prior warn- 
mg of a situation arising which 
necessitated their active support. 
Considering the short time that had 
elapsed Since the outbreak of hostili- 
lies, their support must be considered 
speedy and effective, International 
involvement in such conflíct is usual- 
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ly a gradual process. 
when the war lasted 
and peace talks and feelers 
initiated within the first ten 
of the outbreak of hostilities, 
would not have been reasonable 
expect any serious commitment Qn 
the part of Iran or Turkey. 

Whilst in Turkey I had heard 0? 
the appointment of Ghulam Faruqu 
as Defence Adviser to the President 
On my arrival in Rawalpindi a mes. 
Sage was awaiting me that he Wan. 
ted to see me as Soon as possible 
Having briefed Ayub Khan, the For. 
eign Minister, and lhe Foreign Secre. 
tary about my mission, I met Ghulam 
Faruque the same evening. A man 
of great energy and drive, ‘he ap 
peared excited about his new job. 
He explained that as Defence Advi. 
ser he was required to deal primarily 
with the procurement of explosives 
and stores to keep the armed forces 
supplied’ so that the war effort was 
not interrupted. I had, without be. 
ing appointed, already begun to per- 
form these functions and had collec. 
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ted an inter-services staff which was 


by then functioning in the Ministry 
of Defence. I therefore told Ghulam 
Faruque that I would be available 
for advice and assistance, and I brief. 
ed him on what had been done so 
far and what had been planned foi 
the future. The situation was, I 
felt, satisfactory and although we, 
were running short of stocks in сег. 
tain types of explosives, I was con- 
fident that with the ships that were 
on the way and the PIA Boeings and 
Constellations that were bringing 
equipment and Stores, the Army 
would not run out of essential wea 
pons and explosives. I continued to 
function in this role of a self-appoin 
ted coordinator until the war ended, 
when I returned to Karachi. 

His appointment, Ghulam Faruqu: 
told me, had been suggested to the 
President by the Governor of West 
Pakistan, Nawab Amir Mohammad 
Khan of Kalabagh and by Air. Mar. 
shal Nur Khan. Nur Khan had said 
that Ayub Khan, like Churchill in 
the Second World War, needed a 
‘Beaverbrook’ and that Ghulam Га. 
ruque would be eminently suited. to 
fill this role? Alas, if we also had a 
Churchill, Pakistan’s destiny might 
indeed have been different today. 


War 
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N RAWALPINDI, the cc 
trol and direction of tlie 
war was woefully lacking. 
At a meeting of the Com- 
,manders-in-Chief with the 
President, some six years earlier, 1 
had suggested that we should give 
serious thought to higher command 
and control in war. It was impor- 
tant that we should be clear where 
the Government 
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from during war. Who would direct 
the national war effort and where 
would the Commander-in-Chief of 
the Army normally be? This was 
necessary because the control of 


modern war is made possible only 
by a complex communications sys- 
tem. This communications system 
has to be laid down in peace time 
and at considerable cost, The staff 
at a headquarters functions as the 
extension of a commander's brain. 
and the brain must have speedy and 
efficient communication with the 
limbs or the formations that a com- 
mander controls. These communica: 
tions between the field formations 
and the headquarters are not single 


lines but an intricate network of 
radio and telephone circuits connect 
ing various people dealing with logis 
tical and operational matters at dif- 
ferent places. Similarly, the com- 
manders of the three services require 
communications not only between 
themselves but also with their staffs. 
The three Service Commanders have 
also to be connected with the person 
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or persons who control and coordi- 
nate the overall war effort. All this 
should be common knowledge for 
people possessing even an elemen- 
tary knowhow of modern warfare. I 
was, therefore, a little surprised 
when I was askod why it must be 
decided in advance where the war 
would be controlled from. When I 
explained the requirement, Ayub 
Khan replied that he would be con- 
ducting the war personally from the 
battlefield. Almost as if to clarify 
the situation, he added that he would 
certainly not be in Rawalpindi, Gene- 
ral Musa (Commander-in-Chief of the 
Army) always quick to follow Ayub 
Khan’s lead, had added that the only 
place he was certain not to be in 
was the General Headquarters (at 
«awalpindi) and that he would be in 
the field, conducting the Corps battle 
from the Corps Headquarters. These 
views would have been comic if they 
had not been expressed by people 
who were responsible for the secu- 
rity of the country. 1 argued that I 
thought it most unlikely that the 
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President could remain for long ín 
the field, and that the many calls on 
his duties would inevitably force him 
to spend most of his time in the 
Capital. The coordination of the over- 
all war effort, the hour-to-hour assess- 
ment of the military situation, the 
need to mobilize the nation's resour- 
ces, such as'food, rail and road trans. 
port, and the need to keép civilian ^" 
morale at a high pitch were some uf 
the things that would. require his 
presence at the seat of Government, 
Similarly, I tried-to explain that the 
Commander-in-Chief of the Army was 
responsible for coordinating and 
directing land operations from Sindh 
in the south to Baltistan in the north 
and was also responsible for the 
situation on land in East Pakistan as 
well as the entire North West Fron- 
tier from Chitral to the Baluchistan 
coast. It was to me inconceivable 
that he could perform these functions 
efficiently away from his headquar- 
ters. I also did not see the need for 
him to sit on top of the Corps Com- 
mander, unless, of course, the Corps 
Commander was not fit to perform 
his functions. I was appalled at the 
complete lack of understanding of 
this basic problem of control in war. 
Twice again I raised this point at 
the meetings of the Commanders-in- 
Chief presided over by Ayub Khan. 
Although I failed to get my point of 
view recognised, I proceeded on the 
assumption that contrary to the direc- 
tion that I had received the control 
and direction of war would be from 
Rawalpindi and that the President 
would not be in the field. Similarly, 
I assumed that the Commander-in- 
Chief of the Army would be based 
for most of the time at his head- 
quarters at Rawalpindi. The Air Force 
then proceeded to lay all its commu- 
nications to fit this situation. Since 
it had been assumed that the Prest- 
dent and the Commander-in-Chief of 
the Army would be in Rawalpindi, it 
was important that the Air Force 
Chief should also be there. In war 
there are numerous calls on the Air 
Force. It is, therefore, important that 
the Air Force Commander should be 
ereadily available to advise the Su- 


Force is being used. If this {snot 
done and this advice is tot readily 
available, the chances aré that under 
the many pressures that are likely 
to arise, the Air Force will be misu- 
sed and the air effort wasted. This. is 
more ukay to lead to serious conse 
quences when the air effort available 
is small, It was thus necessary thal 
the operational element of Air Head- 
quarters should function from Rav i 
pindi. Suitable arrangements wers, 
therefore; made by the Air Force to 
make this possible. and an elaborate 
communications system was set up 
for this purpose. When the war 
broke out, the Air Force, which had 
its permanent headquarters at Pesha- 
war, was able to function from 1 
Operational headquarters at Rat 
pindi with ease and efficiency. — 
communications that | been 
between the operational 

of the Pakistan Air F 


e 
other formations, as well as the 
other services had been tested and 
tried and been brought to a high 
pitch of efficiency. The speed with 
which the Pakistan Air Force was 
able to react to a fast changing 
situation was due in large measure 
to this preparatory work іп: the field 
of communications. 
—^ As I had anticipated, Ayub Khan 
iu "o move out of Rawalpinc? 
throughout the seventeen days of wat 
and Musa's travels were restricted 
largely to .his sorties between his 
house, his office and G.M.Q. Opera- 
tions Room. The occasional visit to 
the President's Доп in Ayub Park 
was, apart from one visit to a Corps 
Headquarters, perhaps the nearest he 
got to the battlefield .further east. 
The war on the ground was run by 
Brigadiers Gul Hassan and Bilgrami. 
A. Lieutenant-Colonel of the Pakistan 
Artillery helped these two in direc 
ting ihe effort of the Army. Consi- 
dering the lack of direction from 
the top, and considering the gene- 
Tally negative nature of this guidance 
whenever it was forthcoming these 
Officers did admirably well. Whatever 
guidance the Army was able to get 
was largely the result of the initia 
tive shown by these officers who 
worked under great strain and un- 
der frustrating circumstances. They 
were, however, not alone in this pre 
dicament, for this feeling prevailed 
. also in the lower echelons of the 
_ Army. Ability had not been the yard- 
Stick in the selection of commanders 
and for too long had lip-service and 
- mediocrity been at a premium. This 
. busmess of selecting the right type 
of officers for senior appointments is 
| 50 vital to a nation's ability to wage 
! маг, and so crucial to a nation’s se- 
curity, that I may be permitted a 
slight digression from the main 
course of events. 


g midstream 


7 OUND it difficult to 
| believe that the Pre. 
' sident, who had always 
‚ been cautious in his app- 
J9&ch to international re- 
rücularly as they affected 
India, should have 
that had the germs 


suggestion had 
been made that we should encourage 
st such a development and accept 
the risk that such a move entailed. 
t had happened to cause this 
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change in his thinking? 

Ayub Khan, like most other Pakis- 
tanis, had felt exasperated by India’s 
attitude on Kashmir but he, morc 
than the rest of his countrymen, had 
believed їп seeking a peaceful solu- 
lion to the issue, When his overtures 
towards India, culminating in his 
meeting with Pandit Nehru in 1960, 
produced no results, . his sense of 
frustration increased. During this 
period of disappointment certain in- 
ternational events had a gradual but 
nevertheless significant effect on his 
thinking. The heroic struggle of the 
Algerian people апа the eventual 
withdrawal of French power from 
North Africa, the conflict in Vietnam 
and Indonesia’s confrontation against 
Malaysia influenced his thinking. The, 
failure of a big power like the United 
States to win a military victory in 
Vietnam, and Indonesia’s success in 
keeping British forces in South-Easi 
Asia fully stretched showed the in 
herent strength of well led national 
movements against outside forces. 
The sharp and successful encounte: 
of the Pakistan Army with Indian 
Forces in the Rann of Kutch area 
further reinforced Ayub Khan’s ris- 
ing faith in our inherent strength. 
The Rann of Kutch operation also did 
much to bolster Musa’s morale and 
his assessment of the Army’s strength 
rose in proportion to Ayub Khan’s 
increased faith in the military sup- 
eriority of our forces. The unlimited 
capacity of some people for flattery 
found full play in the wake of suc 
cesses in the Rann of Kutch opera- 
tion. Other well-meaning and honest 
observers were genuinely proud of 

our Army’s performance and they ex- 
pressed these feelings whenever the 
opportunity arose. Тһе Press also 
played its part in creating an atmos- 
phere of triumph and invincibility. 
This would have affected lesser 
mortals than Musa, who now began 
to show greater confidence in his 
own ability and that of the Army to 
deal with India. Finding the Presi- 
dent more receptive to a bolder 
course in relationship with India, the 
Foreign Office began to take a 
tougher line. Senior civil servants 
Supported this line of thought and 

Q. was persuaded to produce a 
plan of action. The task was en- 
trusted to Major-General Akhtar 
Hussain Malik, the General Officer 
Commanding No. 12 Division, who 
was responsible for the defence of 
Azad Kashmir. A bold and imagina 
tive officer, the plan reflected his 
outlook and character, Thus was 
Operation ‘Gibraltar’ born. The Pre- 
sident’s approval of the plan was 
acclaimed by top civilian advisers and 
Musa, seeing which way the President 
Was inclined, lent it his full support 


- against his basic instincts and military 


judgment. 


based on three 
S. It was assumed 
id support existed 

Kashmir to make 
campaign a success. 
ered unlikely that, 
this action, India 
o attempt a large- 


scale military offensive against Azad 
Kashmir territory. Lastly, the possi- 
bility of India crossing the interna- 
tional frontier either jn East or West 
Pakistan was ruled out. 

Whereas it was true that wides. 
pread goodwill for Pakistan existed 
in occupied Kashmir, it was unrea. 
listic to expect that this feeling of 
resentment against India could be 
mobilised within a very short. time 
and thereby make the execution of 
large scale operations behind Indian 
lines possible. The seleciion of per- 
sonnel, many of whom knew neither 
the area nor the language, made the 
operation in occupied territory a 
difficult task. The operation Was 
launched as hurriedly as it had been 
conceived, and it was surprising that 


with all these drawbacks it was such 


a success, The stepping up of the 
tempo, however, ` was not gradual 
enough to give it the character of 
an internal uprising, uor was it con 
trolled sufficiently to keep it within 
the bounds of Indian political and 
military acceptability. When the 
Indians were faced with a rapidly 
escalating situation, which endanger- 
ed their position in Kashmir, they 
were persuaded by the Army to re- 
taliate. This they decided to do in 
an area in Azad Kashmir which would 
be strategically important enough: to 
recapture some of the lost prestige 
that India had suffered and the loss 
of which would place Pakistan 
militarily at a disadvantage. The 
Haji Pir salient, which provided 
Pakistan with a link between the 
northern and southern sectors of 
Azad Kashmir, was a natural region 
which fitted this pattern. On 24th 
August the Indians launched a 
strong attack on  Azad Kashmir 
positions in this area, which were 
relatively lightly held, and by the 
28th they were in control of sufficient 
territory to cut the shortest line of 
communication between Мағаҝага- 
bad, the capital of Azad Kashmir. 
and Kotli, a major communication 
centre in the southern half of Azad 
Kashmir. The attack on Haji Pir 
Pass was the first major violation ot 
the cease-fire line by organized 
military. formations in eighteen years 
and gave a fresh dimension to the 
conflict. Pakistan was left with li:tle 
alternative but to retaliate in an area 
in which the Indians were vulnerable 
and. where a relatively small effort 
could produce decisive results. The 
Chamb-Akhnur area, which permitt- 
ed the use of armour and which 
would provide a base that could 
threaten the vital Jammu-Srinagar 
road communications to the valley, 
was selected for the purpose. No 7 
Infantry Division, located south ot 
Lahore, was ordered to move to thc 
Chamb area. The attack was, how- 
ever, to be carried out initially by а 
brigade placed under No. 12 Division, 
commanded by Major-General Akh- 
tar Hussain Malik. The move ot 
No. 7 Division from its concentration 
area south of Lahore had far reach- 
ing consequences and was a decision 
of great significance. This division, 
along with No. 1 Armoured Division 


: formed our main counterattack force - 
. CC-0. In Public Doi tate azratganj. Lucknow 
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and thus the main punch of our 
Army. Its move away from the area 
of concentration could only mean 
that the use of this force against 
India was not considered likely, at 
least until after No, 7 Division could 
return to its concentration area. 


As formations of No. 12 Division 
moved swifty towards Akhnur, India 
was faced with a difficult military 
situation. Just as we had not ex- 
pected an attack on the Haji Pir 
Pass, the Indians did not expect an 
attack in such strength in the Chamb- 
Akhnur Sector. The use of tanks 
and heavy artillery was, moreover 
unprecedented in the Azad Kashmir 
conflict, and Pakistan's initial suc. 
cesses created considerable panic in 
Jammu and throughout Occupied 
Kashmir, and shock and surpise iu 
India. The capture of Akhnur by 
Pakistan would seriously threaten 
the lines of communication between 
India and the Kashmir Valley and it 
could result in the loss of a large 
portion of the Indian Army in 
northern and central Kashmir. Its 
eflect on the morale of the Indian 
Army could have been catastrophic 
and the effect on the nation's will 
to face Pakistan would certainly 
have suffered a serious blow. The 
Indians were left with little choice 
but to remove this threat to.the 
security of their vital strategic areas 
and rather than confine the contest 
to Azad Kashmir, decided to extend 
the area of conflict to West Pakistan. 

Of all the places in West Pakistan, 
Lahore was the natural choice. An 
important communications centre 
and ihe political and cultural capital 
of West Pakistan, it has a special 
place in the hearts and minds of all 
Pakistanis. A threat: to its security 
could not fail to draw forces to its 
defence, and this could well remove 
the threat to Jammu and Akhnur. 

It is possible that the Indians 
Started their offensive with this 
limited objective. They had not, I 
believe, reckoned on the all-out re- 
taliation that this attack caused. Only 
thus can their decision not to use 
their Air Force on 6th September— 
except to attack a railway train near 
Wazirabad—be explained. When the 
attack on Lahore triggered off a 
full-scale war, thei: armour, which 
had already been moved to the 
Jammu Sialkot area, was launched in 
What turned out to be their main 
offensive against Pakistan. 


O. 7 Division’s move to 
the Chamb area was coni- 
pleted on the morning of 
the 2nd, about thirty-six 
hours after the offensive 
launched by No. 12 Division, On the 
same day, Major-General Yahya 
Khan, the General Officer Command- 
Ing No. 7 Division, was given com- 
mand of this sector and Major- 


` General Akhtar Malik was ordered 


to return. to his earlier location 
further north. This had a profound 
effect on the course of operations in 
this area and on that of the war with 
India. Akhtar Malik had conceived 
the general strategy of operations in 


` area. 
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his area of responsibility, which in 
cluded the Chamb-Akhnur sector, He 
had been instrumental in persuading 
the President to embark on a course 
of action which had led to this 
Situation and he felt a personal stake 
in the outcome .of this contest. By 
‘emperament and outlook, moreover, 
€ was suited to lead an operation 
that required boldness and vigour, 
Above all, he was on the move and 
was making satisfactory progress. 
Yahya Khan, with part of a force 
located about two hundred miles 
away, had been preparing for months 
now for a completely different role. 
His move to the Chamb area involv- 
ed a major administrative and logis- 
tical switch which was completed 
with speed and with the inevitable 
problems that attend such unplanned 
moves of large military formations. 
No. 7 Division arrived after two to 
three days of continuous preparation 
and movement and made contact 
with Indian troops on 3rd September. 
As it joined battle, the General 
Officer Commanding No. 12 Division 
was withdrawn to return to his head- 
quarters farther up country in Azad 
Kashmir, | Just as Akhtar Malik re- 
sented being removed from the scene 
of battle at a critical time, Yahya 
Khan was not enthusiastic about the 
thought of implementing a plan with 
which he had not been associated. 
The decision to change command: 
ers in the midst of the Chamb battle 
was as ill-conceived as the decision 
to withdraw No. 7 Division from the 
main force farther south in the 
Punjab. It-was clearly based on the 
assumption that the Indian retalia- 
tion to an attack on Akhnur would 
come in the Azad Kashmir area in 
the north and not against Pakistan 
territory in the. south. Whatever 
the political appreciation, to have 
weakened the main offensive force 
of the Pakistan Army at a time when, 
to say the least, our relations with 
India were strained, was a blunder 
of the first magnitude and to have 
replaced a successful commander in 
the midst of battle was also indica- 
itive of an unrealistic approach to 
[military problems that has seldom 
been precedented. : 
As Pakistan changed horses in 
mid-stream, India began to make a 
last desperate bid to stiffen he: 
crumbling defences in the Akhnur 
The change of formations 
slowed down our advance sufficiently 
to allow the Indians time to con- 
solidate their positions, and as they 
crossed our borders in the Punjab 
on 6th September, the morale of the 
Indians in the Chamb-Akhnur sector 
began to recover. t 2 
The Mujahid operation inside 
Kashmir had in the mean time gain- 
ed momentum. Pakistan's support of 
the liberation movement rekindled 
fresh hope amongst the people of 
occupied Kashmir, and open war with 
India appeared at last to provide the 
opportunity for which many had 
waiied for these long years, Seldom 
have a valiant people been betrayed 
in this manner by a nation in whom 
they had complete trust. This was 
perhaps the darkest chapter in 


Pakistan's history and оп 
patriotic Pakistanis will long 
er with a feeling of shame a 
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Narowal-Sialkot sector. By launching | 
their main offensive in that area the — 
Indians hoped to cut our main lines 
of communication between Lahore 
4nd Rawalpindi, outflank the defences 
of Lahore, and also provide protec _ 
tion to their vulnerable supply lines - 
beuween Pathankot and Jammu. Opp- | 
osite Lahore the Indian advance had - 
been contained about seven to eight _ 
miles from the outskirts of the city - 

but we were not able to regain muck 
of our lost ground. Nor did the 
Indians have the strengtk to push — 
further forward. The batt’ in the 
Narowal-Sialkot sector develuped in- 
to a struggle for control of the 
Narowal-Wazirabad railway line. Part- 
ly because of lack of imagination at | 
the top, we had been forced into a 
defensive posture with the initiative - 
largely with the Indians, In the 
Sialkot-Narowal area they had one 
armoured division and three infantry 
divisions as against the equivalent of 
one armoured divison and one in- 
fantry division of ours. They were 
also numerically superior on other 
fronts. In war, whether it is in the 
air, at sea or on land, the only way 
a numerically inferior force wrests - 
the intiative from a numerically sup- — 


erior enemy is by bold offensive | 
action. $ 
It was inevitable that. the pe 


sonality of the commander shou: 
have a profound effect on the co 
of land operations, and our response — 
reflected his outlook. Because of our 
lack of resources and numbers, it 
was tempting to be cautious rather 
than bold, to be on the defensive © 
rather than take the initiative, This 
for a weaker force is the road to 
disaster. That we managed to avoid _ 
disaster was a tribute to the fighting 
qualities of our meg and the leader- _ 
ship of our younger officers who ` 
showed great heroism in difficult 
circumstances, 


The restraint and timidity that was 
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frequently happening. Commanders 
in the Ishore ani Sialkot areas had 
been ‘told to obtain approval of 
G.H.Q. before taking offensive action. 
Such a request would, therefore, 
ẹmanate from a Company or Batta- 
lion Commander, and by the time it 
travelled to Brigade, Division and 
Corps Headquarters, valuable time 
would be lost. If all these cont 
manders thought that it was a sound 
idea, it would reach G.H.Q, The 
usual answer from G.H.Q. would be 
to wait, or not to attack at all. 
The decision to attack is taken by 
a commander as the result of his 
assessment of the factors as he sees 
them. Some of those can be measur- 
ed, others are based on certain 1n- 
tangibles that only he can judge, 
such as the behaviour of the enemy, 
the lay-out of their positions, the 
terrain, the morale of his men and 
their mood. These things are diffi- 
cult to convey to higher Headquart- 
B ers, In any case, if you are fighting 
hr: a war, you do not have to ask before 
Lo you fight. This attitude caused a 
H general paralysis in the field, making 
i| the timid commanders more timid 
LH and the bold more cautious. T am 
! amazed how, in these circumstances, 
| our Army was able to do so well. 
f 1 Partly because of shortage of 
i infantry but largely because of un- 
imaginative and timid leadership, we 
were forced to use our armour in 
an anti-tank role. The battle in the 
SialkotChawinda area became a 
slogging match between tank forma- 
tions. Tank casualdes were heavy 
on both sides and it soon became 
evident that a stalemate had been 
teached which only superior general- 
ship could remove. This appeared 
to be lacking on both sides. The 
Indians, though greater in number, 
were unable to do more than make 
small and cautious moves to by-pass 
our defences. In the main, their 
4:3 effort was directed ^ against our 
PEE: primary defensive positions. Thelr 
LE Strategy and their dei-:;nination were 
| | not equal to the task. and they were 
unable to make much headway. The 
war of mobility appeared to have 
н ended, a period of consolidation had 
un 
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| i the Khem Karan area was the high 

| | spot in Áyub Khan's career. He had 

ins | expected great things from this move. 

| Í | So unrealistic had been the app- 

1 ! Teciation, so faulty the timing, and 

i 80 inadequate the preparation that 

ii Success in the venture would have 

| been, io say the least, most unlikely, 

With the failure of this armoured 

attack his spirits began to flag and 

as the battle in the Sialkot-Narowal 

area reached a stalemate, his morale 

began to suffer. It was obvious that 

he had begun to reproach himself 

for having got into such a situation 

and was har uring doubts about the 

| chances of a mi itary success, In 

Z situations such as 15, when the 

5 nation watches and waits on every 

A move, action and. word of their 
- leader, his attitude was. infectious. 

Defiance and faith sustain a 

КЕ. country’s will to continue the 

struggle, while defeatism seriously 
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weakens the will to resist. Zulfiqar 
Ali Bhutto, the Foreign Minister 
Nazir Ahmed, the Defence Secretan 
and I made it a point to visit the 


President every evening when he 
usually sat on the lawn of his 
‘blacked-out’ house. We tried te 


paint an encouraging picture of the 
battle situation апа. of India's аі. 
culties, while Nazir Ahmed often talk. 
ed ot what Napoleon and Churchill 
had said and done in similar circum- 
stances. Thus was Ayub Khan’s 
morale sustained for a few days 
longer than it would otherwise have 
been. It was clear that it could not 
go on much longer. After Bhutto’s 
departure for the United Nations. 
Nazir Ahmed and I kept up this talk 
and attempted, as best as we could, 
to sustain the President’s morale and 
his wil to continue the struggle. 
Since I had taken upon myself the 
responsibility for the movement and 
supply of stores, explosives and wea- 
pons from abroad, I assured him that 
the position was generally satis- 
factory and that the flow would be 


maintained. The Army would have 
enough for its needs. 
On about 18th September. the 


President addressed a Press Con- 
ference in which he made a very 
poor showing. His shaky performance 
gave a clear impression to those who 
were present—amongs:; them many 
foreign correspondents—that he was 
weakening. The British High Com- 
missioner, Morrice James, had been 
making frequent appeals to the two 
countries to agree to a ceasefire. The 
President had begun to see him 
alone, which was rather unusual and 
indicative of his desire to express 
views that he did not wish his own 
advisers to hear. This, and his 
general attitude and mood, clearly 
ndicated that he was seeking a 
settlement. Morrice James, an ex- 
perienced diplomat, had been quick 
to assess the Presidents mood and 
had used the opportunity presented 
by these solitary interviews to warn 
him that Pakistan would suffer seri- 
ous consequences if the war was no! 
Stopped immediately. In this testing 
hour the Service Commanders were 
of no help Musa had for years 
acted as the faithful deputy. His 
cardinal principle had been to assess 
the mood and view of his boss aad 
agree with these evén before he had 
fully understood what they were. 
Realising that the situation was 
difficult and knowing Ayub Khan's 
feelings in the matter, he painted 
the picture Ayub Khan already had 
before his eyes—a small Army fight- 
ing against great odds, short. of 
ammunition, outnumbered and with. 
Out adequate resources. He malign- 
ed the civilian advisers who, he said 
had led the President into this 
situation and he suggested an end 
to this madness, 


Nur Khan was not timid like his 
Army colleague, but with him other 
Considerations weighed more heavily. 
The Air Force had done remarkably 
well and its reputation was at its 
zenith, A prolongation of the war 
would inevitably result in attrition 


and unless losses were replaced 

stage would be reached when the Air 
Force would perforce be grounded 
The Indian Air Force could, he felt 
outlast the Pakistan Air Force by 
sheer weight of numbers. This would 
be a sorry postscript to a Spectacular 
performance, and one he naturally 
did not relish, There was also the 
very weighty advice of Nur Khan’s 
uncle — Nawab Amir Muhammad 
Khan of Kalabagh, the Governor of 
West Pakistan—to whose charm both 
he and Ayub Khan were susceptible, 


AWAB Amir Muhammaq 
Khan was a typical nine. 
teenth century landlord 
Feudal in outlook and 
conservative by tempera. 
ment, he exercised great influence 
over Ayub Khan who regarded him 
as a practical and down-to-earth 
person in whose judgment and advice 
he had implicit faith. 

The Nawab saw things from Lahore 
and to that extent was nearer the 
battlefield. But he, no more than 
Ayub Khan, reflected the mood of 
the people. He saw in the continua. 
tion of the struggle the possibility of 
the crumbling of the social structure, 
of which he was so staunch a pillar. 
There is no question that his advice 
was an important factor in deciding 
the course of events. 

At about this 
announced mobilisation and recalled 
military personnel from leave. This 
was done ostensibly to prepare for 
any disturbance that might ocr 
during their national elections, but 
more probably it ‘was a gesture to 
India to offset, to some extent, the 
effect of Chinese moves on her 
northern borders. Afghanistan’s re 
lations with India had always been 
cordial, and her claims on certain 
portions of ‘our territory were well 
known. This move by Afghanistan 
was, therefore, not a surprise. Though 
coming as it did when the President 
appeared to be looking for just such 
an excuse to step up negotiations to 
end the conflict, it had a significant 
effect on the situation. í 

I have often wondered what Afgha- 
nistan would have done if the 
struggle had continued much longer. 
I believed then, and I still hold the 
view, that Afghanistan's active in- 
tervention was not likely until а 
complete collapse had occurred in 
Pakistan and until India had made 
spectacular advances in the Punjab. 
It is true that our north-westerl! 
borders were very lightly held. In 
that difficult country, however, ever 
lightly equipped forces could have 
offered effective resistance. More- 
over, the Pakistan Air Force could 
operate even more effectively against 
Afghanistan than it had against 
India. But even more relevant than 
these military -considerations was the 
eneral political philosophy of the 

fghans and their ethnic and religi- 
ous ties with Pakistan. It would 
difficult for any Afghan government 
|o arouse enough enthusiasm for а 
war against Pakistan when we were 
engaged in a war for survival against 
India. The reaction of the Afghans 
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to the war in Kashmir in 1947, when 
large numbers of Afghan volunteers 
came to fight along with Pakistanis 
in what many considered a holy war 
against injustice and tyranny, would 
certainly have been renjembered in 
Kabul. 1nere was also the unknown 


factor of the Chinese attitude and 
the very real threat that she posed 
along frontiers where, barely three 
years earlier, she had inflicted a 
military defeat on India, which had 
shaken the very fabric of Indian 
society and had almost toppled its 
Government. Lastly, the attitude of 
the Muslim world, which almost 
without exception was now giving 
full and effective diplomatic support 
to Pakistan, could not be easily ignor. 
ed. This attitude would have certain- 
ly influenced the Afghan people, if 
not their Government. There must 
also have been the lurking thought 
in the Afghan mind—so well trained 
іп international, diplomacy — that 
militant Hinduism was now on the 
march. If allowed to overrun Pakis- 
tan it could not be contained for long 
on the banks of the Indus. It would 
be only a matter of time before 
Afghanistan would also be thre ten- 
ed. Although Yusuf (Lt General 
Mohammed Yusuf), our Ambassador 
in Kabul, had been assured by the 
King and the Prime Minister that 
this mobilisation . was not directed 
against Pakistan and that the Afghans 
could never stab their Pakistan 
brethren in the back, Ayub Khan was 
not convinced of Afghan intentions. 
Such was the background when I 
saw Ayub Khan early on the morning 
of 21st September. 


First steps 
towards 


ceasefire 


LTHOUGH I entertained 
little hope of being able 
to swing him round to my 
way of thinking, I did 
want to try. The situation 
on land and the increasing tempo of 
peace talks required early and effec- 
tive treatment. I started by saying 
that I was concerned with the situa: 
tion as it was developing. The perfor: 
mance on the ground had not been 
Satisfactory, and I attributed this to 
poor generalship and, in particular, 
to the lack of direction the Army had 
received. Ayub Khan asked me to 


explain what I meant and J went on . 


to say that I was surprised that 
certain officers had been appointed 
advisers to corps.and certain divisio- 
nal commanders to guide them in the 
discharge of their functions. This 
indicated that the commanders could 
not be relied upon to conduct the 
battle. I suggested that if this were 
50. it was essential that these com: 
manders be replaced by people—the 


. advisers if necessary—who could run 


he show. I also said that he must 
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no doubt know that the Army could 
not do much unless it was led by 
persons who had 4he requisite pro- 
fessional qualities, Ayub Khan felt 
that I did not appreciate the difficul- 
ties the Army had to face. They 
had been fighting against heavy odds 
and had done remarkably well I 
tried to explain that I did not in any 
Way underestimate the heroic manner 
Іп which the Army had fought, but 
I did feel that given better leader- 
Ship, they would have done and 
could still do greater things. Ayub 

han was not convinced and I then 
Switched to the other matter which 
weighed heavily with me. 

had reagon to believe that Ayub 

Khan was contemplating reaching a 
settlement on a cease-fire with India 
and I felt that it would be a mistake 
if this were done at this stage. 1 
explained that there were three 
things in our fayour which we might 
never have again. National morale 
was extremely high and the will to 
fight so great that the country was 
prepared to suffer any amount of 
hardship. The state of national 
fervour had to be seen to be believed. 
Its intensity exceeded our expecta- 
tions and constituted an asset of in- 
estimable value: The Air Force had 
‘already won the air battle and had 
complete mastery of the skies, and 
the Indian Navy was confined to its 
harbours. This situation, when the 
enemy had both’ qualitative and quan- 
titative superiority in equipment, had 
been achieved by training and pre- 
paration for almost a decade. I was 
not certain that this situation would 
be repeated a second time. Lastly. 
China had moved her forces to India’s 
borders. I knew of what had trans- 
pired before this had become a re- 
ality, and the decision of the Chinese 
could have a profound cffect on the 
course of our struggle. I said that 
China might not repeat. this gesture 
a second time. ї 

I urged the President that if he 
believed, as I did, that Indian ex- 
ansionism must sooner or later only 
ead to conflict, then this was as 
good a time to fight as any. I also 
reminded him of a military truism, 
that in war the side that shows 
greater stamina is usually the victor. 
War is a matter of nerve, and the 
side that shows greater determination 
and endurance will usually achieve 
decisive results, When things do not 
go well, it is easy to magnify one's 
own weaknesses because those one 
knows well In such circumstances 
it is well to remember that the 
enemy has his difficulties too, and 
that these could be more serious than 
one’s own. I expressed the view that 
history might well show that in this 
war, at this point in time, the Indians 
were in an even more unsatisfactory 
situation than we were, and that a 
prolongation of the struggle might 
have serious consequences for their 
overstretched resources. in logistics 
and communications. I also pointed 
out that their morale was not as good 
as ours and that they, rather than 
we, would benefit militarily from a 
cease-fire. 

Probably because these views were 
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so different from what he had heard 
from his advisers during the last 
few days, he appeared to welcome 
the discussion. He listened to me 
with patience, but it was clear that 
his mind was made up. ‘We are 
under pressure’, he said repeatedly. 
Pressure is something that is difficult 
to define. It is a state of mind, If 
a person believes that he is under 
pressure, it is difficult to convince 
him that he is not. 1 saw the futility 
of continuing the discussion and left 
his office, disappointed but not sur- 
prised at the results of my efforts. 
As if to put a seal on Ayub Khan’s 
rejection of my views, Morrice James 
was waiting to see him and was 
ushered in as I left the room. 

‘As the tempo of. negotiations in- 
creased, the President began to feel 
the pressure even more. The Army, 
which had been under considerable 
restraint, was placed under even 
greater control and what ше ini- 
tiative the commanders had enjoyed 
was withdrawn. The Air Force also 
became a little less active. There 
appeared to be little purpose in wast 
ing men and material if a cease-fire 
was .just round the corner, There 
was widespread disappointment in 
official circles in Rawalpindi and, as 
the United Nations met to discuss 
the matter in New York, those of 
us who knew the trend of events 
waited for the announcement that 
was made by the President on 23rd 
September. Shortly after Bhutto had 
announced the acceptance of the 
terms of the cease-fire in the United 
Nations, Ayub Khan addressed the 
nation. Millions of people heard him 
with surprise and anger. Many Ш 
the armed forces, who felt that they 
could have seen this thing through 
to a successful end, wept as Ayub 
Khan spoke. They wére baffled to 
know why, when the Indian advance 
had been arrested, and before we 
really had an opportunity to reta- 
liate effectively, a cease-fire had been 
ordered. Why, when the Air Force 
had gained such decisive success, was 
the situation not exploited to its logi- 
cal conclusion? 

Ayub Khan gave the answer in 
hf broadcast as best as he could, 
but it was not convincing. In fair- 
ness to him, however, it must be 
said that in acting as he did, he had 
nothing but the security of Pakistan 
in mind and that he saw in the pro- 
longation of the conflia danger to 
the safety of the country and the 
well-being of its people, Whether he 
was right or wrong, time will show. 
The answer will, I feel, hinge on In- 
dia's ability to live in peace and har- 
mony with her neighbours, Should _ 
India succeed in showing a change 
of heart, Ayub Khan's decision will 
have been vindicated. If, however, a 
more militant India, increasingly 
industrialised and better equipped, _ 
should embark again on a military 
adventure against Pakistan, when 
our economic and military resources 
are in comparison even less favoura- 
ble than they were in 1965, my fears 
will have been justified. The w 
September 1965 would e 
been only the first round. 
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Why ! am 
a Christian 


<a тє a : E — 
PAUL JOHNSON explains how the faith 
continues to defy critics and sceptics. 


NE the city of Luxor, the Egyptian police recently 

found the bones of a 35-year-old Canadian lady, who 
had disappeared two years before. She had stumbled 
into a deep labyrinth of archaeological diggings, 16 feet 
below the surface; and, unable to escape, had died of 
thirst and hunger. Before she did so, however, she des. 
cribed on a postcard what had happened to her, and add- 
ed that she was preparing herself for death, This pitify] 
tale, lit up as it is by the calm resolution with which the 
woman faced lonely and terrible extinction, underlines the 
awesome continuity of human attitudes. For it was near 
Luxor, more than 2,000 years before Christ, that the 
theologians of Thebes first clarified the concept of indi- 
vidual death and judgment. 

Preparation for death is a commentary on the notion 
that life is a mere prelude, and death itself no more 
than a judicial gate through which we must pass. This 
notion is perhaps the most powerful and indestructible 
idea ever conceived by man. What implemented it in the 
first place is not immediately obvious, for immortality 
does not flow from any process of reasoning from the 
facts of nature—on the contrary. But once grasped, the 
idea has enormous strength and leads mankind to im- 
pose upon itself dolorous disciplinary systems. As Albert 
Camus puts it, in The Myth of Sisyphus: “The certainty 
of God giving meaning to life far surpasses in attractive- 
ness the freedom to behave badly with impunity.” 

The strength of Christianity, derived in part, but 
only in part, from its Judaic origins, lies in its chrystaline 
eschatology: its notions of death, judgment, hell and 
heaven were proclaimed with absolute clarity, and superb 
self-confidence, from the start. St Bede, in his Ecclesias: 
tical History of the English People, relates the speech of 
one of King Edwin's earls, when Paulinus first proposed 
Christianity to the Northumbrian court. The earl compa- 
red life to the flight of a sparrow, in winter, through the 
king's hall, from icy darkness into light, and then into 
darkness again; "This life of man appears for a short 
space, but of what went before and what is to follow, 
we know nothing. If, therefore, this new teaching gives 
us certitudes, we should follow it." 


BT God is always dying. Atheism is not an ипгереа: 
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one case of the dreadful anarchy 
(1863); and six years later: “There is abroad a strange 
consciousness of. doubt, instability and incoherence.” 
People, said Morley, had the “hurried, uneasy mien” of 
those who live “amid earthquakes...al] is doubt, hesita- 
tion and shivering expectancy”, 

Yet it is an illusion that “progress” 
tion” inevitably go hand in hand: Such 
Pio Nono; and, at the other end of th 
hope of Holyoake and Bradlaugh. 
always been a two-edged sword. 
printing led to the expansion of fait 
traction, While the scientists of 
were forcing theologians to reconsi 
railways were reviving the mass-pilg 
Ages and so re-establishing the Ultramontain papacy— 
just as, today, cheap jet-flights have universalised the 
journey to Mecca and rekindled the fervour of Islam. 

Looking back from the vantage point of 1979, we 
find it is the slogans of the anti-Christians that have worn 
badly. “Theological religion”, wrote Voltaire in 1764, 
"is the enemy of mankind.” I doubt if anyone thinks 
that today. In The Martyrdom of Man Winwood Reade 
insisted that “the destruction of Christianity is essential 
to the interests of civilisation.” Who would now agree 
with him? Renan laid down that history could prove 
"beyond possibility of contradiction" that Christianity was 
not "a supernatural fact". We still await such evidence, 
The more positive statements of the Victorian atheists 
stand up no better. Thus, Karl Vogt: ""Thoughts come 
out of the brain as gall from the liver or urine from the 
kidneys." Jakob  Moleshoot: "No thought without 
phosphorus, Huxley said that the thoughts he was 
uttering were “the expression of molecular changes in my 
body". Tyndall believed that all of life was "once latent 
in a fiery cloud". Taine said “Man is a spiritual automa- 
tion...Vice and virtue are products like sugar and vitriol.” 
Littre, in his dictionary (1858) defined "soul" as “anato- 
mically, the sum of functions of the neck and spinal 
column" and "physiologically, the sum of functions of 
the power of perception in the brain". Haeckel, by 
contrast, asserted “We now know that...the soul (is) a 
sum of plasma-movements in the ganglion-cells," All 


these men were highly respected  intellectuals in their 
time. 


E trouble with these science-based systems: of belief 

Qe that they inevitably tied themselves to a tran- 
sient view of nature; their god got out of date and died 
too; The 'advanced thinkers' of the 19th century both 
overestimated and underestimated the potentialities of 
science. Comte offered as an example of unattainable 
knowledge the chemical composition of the stars; the 
conventional scientific wisdom was ‘that atoms were imi 
mutable and to suppose wisdom was alchemy; but i 
also assumed that natural science advanced by a series 
of steadily improving approaches to the truth. Few 
grasped that the new knowledge would progressively raise 
as many problems as it solved. . Thus the new алеп; 
tive religions" were founded on illusion, and their раї o 
logy underlined Newman’s claim in The Idea of Г 
University: “True religion is slów in growth ande En 
once planted, is difficult of dislodgement; but its 
tellectual counterfeit has no root in itself; it Sprin ssion 
suddenly, it suddenly withers.” . Comte ended up ren 1 3 
The Imitation of Christ, while his followers splin ere : 
under the impact of odium theologicum; Wells, a Cont 
peddler of science-based systems in his day, spent 25 
last year of his life painting а mural depicting evolu 100 
on the wall behind his house in Hanover Ten he 
final panel showed horned devils, and beneath Ma 
wrote: “Time to go". { d 1 

The only one & these alternative religions to SS 
(so far) is Marxism, thanks to its adoption as а ate 
faith. It was close to Positivism in that it ane ees 
history according to laws of evolutionary de tenn es 
the notion of social laws similar to scientific e his 
common to all these intellectual systems. . E 
master, Feuerbach, Marx thought religion a socia ? ү 
menon: "Religion has no content of its own 206: сос 
not live from heaven but from earth, and falls au 


in which we live" 


and "secularisa- 
was the fear of 
е spectrum, the 
But progress has 
In the 16th century 
h, as well as its con- 
the 1850s and 1860s 
der Genesis, the new 
rimages of the Middle 


cally with the dissolution of the inverted reality whose 


theory it is" (1842). It is "the sigh of the oppress- 
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ed creature, the heart of a heartless world, the soul of 
a soulless environment. It is the opium of the people" 
(1843). It enables us to bear what would otherwise be 
unbearable; and because it makes the sickness of society 
bearable it removes the motives for curing and the will 
to cure. Marx saw Judaism in terms of opium (a fashion: 
able analogy in the 1840s because of the Opium War), 
but he hated Christianity more because it encouraged the 
vice he detested most, servility: “The social principles of 
Christianity preach cowardice, self-contempt, abasement, 
submission, dejection, all the qualities of the canaille,” 
The stigmatisation of religion as a form of social 
control was not new. Throughout the 18th century, there 
had been constant talk, among rebels against the Ancien 
Regime, of strangling the last king with the entrails of 
the last priest; and it was a cynical commonplace among 
well-to-do rationalists not to discuss atheism in front of 
the servants lest they steal the spoons. Voltaire called 
religion “the salutary yoke”. Some Christians, like 
Kingsley, conceded the point, Marx's analysis at one end 
of the political spectrum was echoed by Archdeacon 
Wordsworth at the other: “What, Gentlemen, is Conser- 
vatism? It is the application of Christianity to civil 
government...I say it with reverence: the most Conserva- 
tive book in the world is the Bible” (1865). But equally, 
others had pointed out the demonstrable fact that the 
system of social control (if that was what religion was) 
plainly did not work. Such was Milton’s view: he saw 
among the Mob (1673) nothing but "Pride, Luxury, 
Drunkenness, Whoredom, Cursing, Swearing, bold and 
open atheism everywhere abounding.” And Swift said 
he was “not of the least of opinion with those, who hold 


Dev: Prasad Sinha 


| 


"t Like father, 
^. like son! 


B o Maltova. ۰ 
. . The delicious energy drink 
E for an action-packed life. 


Premjit Lall, Dev Lall, 2 
Illustrious father, illustrious son. 
Generations bound together 

- ‚Ьу undying family.traditions like 
love for tennis, zest for action 
» - and that special taste of what 
s. Is now MALTOVA. 
And, like Premjit, Dev too 
< knows that MALTOVA'S 
- y: body-building proteins, health 
| sustaining vitamins and minerals 
tu. make for an active body. 
je v. Give that extra burst of energy. 
sis j 7 10 succeed And emerge the 


>. < . Winner. No Wonder, Premjit 
E. , has a Davis Cup record that 
Bo: -. . covers 17 illustrious years | 


And Dev is on the threshold 
of an exciting tomorrow. 


GUERRE ee 


E 


Of success 


for that special taste 


СС-0. In Public Domain. UP State Museum, Hazratganj. Lucknow 


ASP/JIU-10-23.16 


[pasa Qu aud Шр» fub cheat ant qup Rad Badio P^ жыз t m ess cs fA imd Am 4 жє MALI. м м 


cm wl = 


religion to have been the inventi 
the lower part of the world in 
powers...For I look upon the 
people here in England, to be 
say staunch veevee, as an 

arx's own day,. social workers г - 
letariat scoffed Hell Among Е Ec 
the opium, religion had little “impact: regular churchgo- 
ing was a sign, rather, of upward social progress, and 
Hellfire sermons were Particularly popular. Hell worked 


best with children, which tende 1 
"law" rather than Marx's. SE cpu болиг 


NEDE to say, the Marxist assumption that religion 

would disappear with capitalism has proved false. I 
find it hard to accept that Marx himself actually believed 
in such an outcome, though one has to remind oneself 
that in his day a great many intellectuals agreed that 
theism in any.form could not long survive the hammer 
blows of science. Marx was descended from rabbis on 
both sides and was saturated in Biblical determinism; in 
his case, naturally, it was disembodied from Revelation 
and so took the form of a rationalised superstition. If 
Comte rewrote the Sermon on the Mount, Marx produc- 
ed a weirdly radicalised Deuteronomy. 1 am inclined to 
agree with Renan when he said that one should never 
believe a German who claims he is an atheist, And, as 
Bacon argues, superstition is much worse than atheism 
as a public theory; “Atheism leaves a man to sense, to 
philosophy, to natural piety, to laws, to reputation; all 
which may be guides to outward moral virtue, though 
religion were not; but superstition dismounts all these, 
and erecteth an absolute monarchy in the minds of men." 
Bacon noted that a superstition degenerates faster than 
a new religion: it “bringeth in a new primum ‘mobile, 
that ravisheth all the spheres of government...and in all 
superstition, wise men follow fools; and arguments ‘аге 
fitted to practise, in a reversed order." That is more or 
less what has happened to the Marxist faith, 


on of politicians, to keep 
awe, for fear of invisible 
many or the body of our 
as freethinkers, that is to 
y of the highest rank". In 


The opium theory of Marx and others was, of course, - 


an early example of reductionism applied to religion: a 
set of beliefs was explained in terms of something quite 
different, and so explained away. All forms of reduc- 
tionism rest on the assumption that there is an essential 
difference between the proclaimed content of a set of 
religious beliefs, and its real but hidden content; and 
that the reality can -be discovered by psychoanalysis, 
psychology, anthropology, sociology and so forth. Now 
one of the difficulties about these various forms of re- 
ductionism is that they are not complementary, but 
mutually exclusive. Freud thought that religion, like war, 
was the product of infantile neurosis. This, and other 
psychological explanations of religion are false, according 
to the sociologists, because they are based upon the 
notion that individuals form society, whereas in fact 
society forms individuals. Thus Durkheim laid down the 
axiom ‘that a psychological explanation of a social fact 
is always wrong because a social fact is the creation of 
many minds. But the best Durkheim himself had to offer 
was that religion’ was a form of worship of society: 
beliefs reflect (and cement) social bonds: “The moral 
efficacy of the rite, which is real, leads to belief in its 
physical efficacy, which is imaginary." The fallacy in 
Durkheim's.argument is that it applies equally, well to 
moral and political beliefs, which he claims are real. And 
the sociological explanation, in turn, is contradicted by 
the anthropological form of reductionism, which sees 
primitive religion as a typé of knowledge based upon 
ignorance of natural causes: I doubt if many now find 
this line of argument, which derives from Frazer, very 
plausible; it was effectively demolished by Wittgenstein. 
As Noel Annan put it, the Golden Bough, designed as ‘an 
ironical epitaph on Christianity’, is nowadays ‘one of the 
most beautiful ruins in the history of thought. 
These various and contradictory forms o! reductionism 
have in common tlie notion that the important question 
to ask about religion is not “Is that belief true?" but 
“Why does anyone have that belief?" Or, more politely, 
"What makes’ you believe that?" But true religious 
belief is irreducible: it does not say anything except it- 
self, and it is not explicable in terms of any academic 
discipline. This fairly: obvious truth has been obscured 
by the emergence of, Christian reductionists, who. seek 
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to make religious belief intellectually respectable by 
demythologising.it. This form of theological enquiry is 
essentially fugative, since its viewpoint is anthropocentric 
—it discusses God purely.in terms of the way man sees 
him—and human fashions date quickly. 'The Honest to 
God line has already been elbowed aside by the Myth of 
Christ Incarnate, and that in turn is a rapidly fading 
memory. But Christian reductionism is more than 
academic fashion: it harbours the real danger of turning 
religion into something autonomous, or rather man-controll- 
ed into a purely human form of cultural self-expression. 
Once religion is cut off from its external source it becomes 
. capable of monstrous crimes, as are secular superstitions 
like Marxism. “Religionless Christianity”, to use Bonhoe- 
ffer’s term, produces an agregious form of sin, in which 
religion becomes an internal dialogue in our minds, self- 
centred, self-regarding and self-justifying. Thus demy- 
thologising rapidly breeds (say) “Liberation Theology” 
and in turn murder in the name of Christ, This was the 
error of the Zealots, and the Crusaders. 

An alternative manner in which Christians seek to 
modernise theology is to reverse the process of scientific 
explanation and restore theology to its old position as 
Queen of the Sciences. This is a more profitable venture 
than it might seem at first glance. In one sense, theology 
(or metaphysics) is always necessary to supply gaps in 
our knowledge and our ability to explain things—gaps 
which are seen to be bigger, not smaller, than they app- 
eared in Victorian times. Theology only seems to be 
unnecessary when, as in the 19th and early 20th century, 
the intellectual eljte is under the illusion that it possesses 
a sufficient nontheological explanation of the universe. 
God returns when theory fails, just as, at an emotional 
level, religion comes to the rescue when we are miserable 
or frightened: God can serve as an intellectual as well 
as a physical opium. In some ways, for example, Einstein 
accepted theology as a science. What he called “the 
mystery of the world's comprehensibility" inspired in him 
“profound faith". Science, he wrote, was “blind” without 7 
religion. He defined scientific knowledge as a series of | 
"primary concepts” or-‘fundamental relations" which are: 
directly and intuitively connected with experience; all 
other scientific notions are connected to this basis b 
theorems. Our knowledge of God cannot be HEROS. 
and expressed in theorems: it is direct and intuitive. 


S? Far so good. Where the argument, so it seems to 
me, becomes risky is when the “scientific” approach 
to God is linked to particular developments ín knowledge. — 
Thus, Professor Torrance, in God and Rationality (Oxford ` 
1971), argues that theology has been ‘harassed’ by Ше 
‘imperialism of mechanistic concepts, emanating from a 
dogmatic empiricism, end-products of the Newtonian er: 
of science’. It is a mistake, he says, to see “a гї 
mechanistic concep: of physics" as “the model: 
science". On the contrary, "the hard’ 
minism and idealisation of mechanical 
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the emergence of quantum mechanics and 
of the old principle of causality, is a strade amicis ee 
He thinks that “а more adequate understanding of science 
...will help to deliver theologians from their fear of it” 
and he 5 that Field Theory can be a fruitful 
analogy for the way in which the exis i 
of God can be demonstrated. а COURSES 
No doubt it can, but as analogy onl ; and analogi 
like pictures of God, get out of date. їп Ше MEE. 
tury, progressive bishops saw the universe as a clock, and 
God as the primal clockwinder. Hume destroyed the 
notion, simply by changing the metaphor, in a single 
sentence : The whole presents nothing but the idea 
of a blind nature, impregnated by a great vivifying 
principle, and pouring forth from her lap, without dis- 
cernment or parental care, her maimed and abortive child- 
ren.” Nor do I think theologians should rejoice that 
physics has been obliged to break free from an immu- 
table  logico-causal relation; after all, theology is 
not primarily an exercise in physics: it is an exercise 
in history. Cosmology is relevant to religion only in 
so far as it provides a satisfactory cosmogony., We 
need to know how it all happened in the first place. 
For, to use a deductive principle of Lord Peter Wim. 
sey's "Once you know how, you know who." 


OF course in each age theology has to be restated in 
' terms which contemporaries respect, But a theo- 
logy which involves itself with Field Theory or any other 
scientific theory is bound to prove ephemeral. The no- 
tion that religion must somehow keep pace with science 
seems to me a 19th century fallacy. As Darwin observed: 
“Science has nothing to do with Christ, except in so far 
as the habit of scientific research makes a man cautious 
in admitting evidence." It is tempting, nonetheless, to 
pounce upon a cosmological explanation as confirming 
the theistic notion of a “first event”. 

Listening not long ago to a radio talk on the first 
few minutes in the history of the universe, I was startled 
by the familiarity: not so very different from the first 
chapter of Genesis. It 15 argued that the discovery of 
microwave background radiation provides virtually in- 
controvertible proof that there was a big bang in which 
the universe formed; it is also argued that it may have 
appeared out of a vacuum, and expanded from a zero- 
radius point. But we cannot yet prove that the universe is 
a unique happening, as theology would seem to demand. 
It may be, as Dr Edward Tryon puts it (Nature, 1973, 
$93) that "Our universe is simply one of thousands that 
happen from time to time," Cosmology, as an exact 
Science, is in its infancy; and, as Professor J. D. North 
points out in his history of modern cosmology, we have 
not yet succeeded in defining the notion of “universe” 
Scientifically, since any description ties it to current 
Scientific belief and makes it an impermanent entity, 


Objective knowledge is some kind of compound of 
observation and logic. But our observation of the unl- 
verse is provisional only, and we are beginning to rea- 
lise that logic, too, is unstable. In Kant's day, all seem- 
ed firm: “There are but few sciences that can come! 
Into a permanent state, which admits of no further alter- 
ation, To these belong logic and metaphysics.... We 
do not require any new discoveries in logic since it 
contains merely the form of thought.” As recently as 
1940, a leading logician wrote: “Dictators may be 
powerful today, but they cannot alter the laws of logic, 
nor indeed can God do so." 


But this was to tempt providence. There are now 
many deviant logics:  many-valued logics, intuitionist 
logic, minimum logic, quantum logic, tense logic, фо 
logic and so on. Оп changing logics (for example, the 
"law of the excluded middle") Professor Quine OPUS { 
"What difference is there in principle between Suc 3 
shift and the shift whereby Kepler succeeded Ptolemy, 
Einstein Newton, or Darwin Aristotle?” It may wei ) 
that some of the “necessary, truths" of classical. ове 
may turn out to be wrong for empirical Reasons i an 

rhaps we should regard classical logic as a mere | Soy 
(though of a general kind) on a par with other scien ШС 
theories. New notational or modal logics seem to bree 
like reactors, In his examination of the Lewis-Modal 
systems, Professor Zeman, writes: “Опе gets the un- 
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easy feeling as one discerns and studies more of the 
systems belonging to this family, that it is literally a 
family, and has the power of reproducing and multiply-. 
ing, proliferating new systems without limit", 


Such discoveries need not make us uneasy; the 
cautionary tale of the Medieval schoolmen, and their all 
embracing systems, has long ago revealed that logic is 
a delusory instrument, But empirical knowledge, as we 
are now learning, is also сераш Of а baseless trium- 
phalism. The road to belief, once found, can be lit up 
by logic and science, but the discovery must be our own, 
It is an individual act, and even when we are aware it 
has taken place, we may not be able to describe it, I am 
impressed by the number of gifted writers, from Augus- 
tine to Newman, who completely fail to conjure up for 
us the actual moment of acceptance; there is always a 
missing page in such confessional autobiographies. The 
loss of faith is equally vaguely described: What might 
be called the Dover Beach Syndrome occurs only some- 
time after the strickening event. My explanation, a vari- 
ant of the theory of grace, is that the connection (or dis- 
connection) between God and man is always an interior 
one; it can be recognised but not described. Belief in 
God is intuitive; and such intuition is the consequence of 
grace — grace made real, almost manifest, in the mind 
of man. The road to grace is through prayer. If, there- 
fore, anyone asks me: “Does it make sense to pray 
to a God in which I do not believe ?", T answer : “Yes, 
it 2 Francis Thompson makes the point more elo- 
quently : 


Not where the wheeling systems darken, And our 
benumbed conceiving soars/ The drift of pinions, would 
we hearken,/ Beats at our own clay-shuttered doors./ 
The angels keep their ancient places;/ Turn but a stone, 
and start a wing!/ ‘Tis ye, 'tis your estranged аси 


That miss the тапу splendoured thing. 


(By arrangement with the “New Statesman") 
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Sales Executives 


Ananda Bazar Group of Publications wish to 
recruit representatives and executives for 
their Advertisement and Circulation 
Departments to be located at Calcutta, 
Bombay, Delhi and Madras. 
Candidates should be graduates with 
2-3 years of selling experience of consumer 
products, Experience in publishing 
industry will be preferred. 

In addition to an attractive salary, benefits 
include HRA, LTA, Medical and Bonus. 
Retirement benefits include PF, Gratuity. 


Applications in strict confidence giving details 
of age, qualifications, experience, salary 
drawn etc may be sent within 15 days to the 
Personnel Manager, Ananda Bazar Group 
of Publications, 6 Prafulla Sarkar Street, 
Calcutta 700 001. 
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Put 2} heaped tablespoons of Amul Milk Powder into a 
l-litre tumbler. Stir into a smooth Paste with a little 
warm water. Add hot water up to top and stir. Milk is 
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and for making curds and desserts. Makes you thankful 
for its convenience. Guaranteed pure. 
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| The revolving door 


НЕМ the Congress Govern. 
ment collapsed in March, 1977, 
Mrs Gandhi at once became a 
non-person for the Fourth Es 'ate, 
her existence to be ignored ex- 
cept for the passing snide remark. 
But several days after Chaudhury 
Charan Singh had assumed office. 
Akashvani, Doordarshan and our 
newspapers were still regaling us 
with approving dollops of Mr 
Morarji  Desai's lofty strictures 
against the machinations of a 
Government of defectors in a dis- 
play of loyalty to the fallen that 
was truly touching. 

Mr Purushottam Kaushik, the 
new Informaion and Broadcasting 
Minister, may bé tempted to point 
to this difference as revealing the 
change from his predecessor, “You 
will have a real free Press now” 
was, after all, among the new 
Prime Minister’s earliest promi- 
ses, It seems legitimate, therefore, 
to claim that released from the 
illiberal Janata  regime's control, 
our free and fearless media is 
not afraid of voicing its misgiv- 
ings about the ethics of the Chan- 
dhury's achievement. 

But this would be an over- 
simplification. А тоге accurate 
explanation for the  deference 
with which newspapers continue 
to publicisé Mr Desai’s pronoun- 
cements is to be found in the 
close nexus between Press owners 
and the Janata leaders which was 
reflected also in the partisan ma- 
nner in which the crisis was re- 
ported. The transgressions of ra- 
dio and television were, not un- 
naturally, the subject of political 
complaints. But while the two 
official media were presumably 
operating under Mr L. K. Advani’s 
ins'ructions, newspapers gave vent 
to their own proprietorial attitude 
towards the disintegrating Janata 
Party and its never-say-die leader. 
Having created the Janata Gov- 
ernment out of its opposition to 
Mrs Gandhi, our Press magnates 
were not prepared to let their 
handiwork perish without a strug- 


the editorial anguish 
over the immorality of defections 
as if the phenomenon were new 
in India, introduced by Mr Charan 


Singh, and quite unknown to that . 


personification of purity, Mr Mo: 
rarji Desai. The bias of the Press 
was made known in those subtle 
Ways that are part of the sub- 
editor's trade. What emerged was 
boundless sympathy for Mr Desai 


not inhibited too much by rational . 


assessment of news value. That 
Mr Chavan had been asked to 
form a government merited only a 
modest double column headline in 
the Calcutta edition of The S'ates- 
man, while the papcr's New Delhi 
issue buried it below the fold, 
giving far more prominence to a 
Speculative story called ‘What 
next if Chavan fails" which must 
have baffled readers who had to 
scour the page to discover what 
he. might fail at. I''s hardly sur- 
prising that the Delhi Statesman 
lags behind all other papers pub- 
lished from the capital. Even 
Patriot displayed more realistic 
news sense with a lead story on 
the invitation. 

No less biased was the Delhi 
edition of the Indian Express 
which on July 16 thought the 
Janata(S)s claim to form a gov- 
ernmen merited a single column 
against the six columns showered 
on a similar claim by Mr Desai. 
When the President asked Messrs 


Y 


Purshottam Lal Kaushik 


Desai and Charan Singh to prove 
their majority, that too was given 
a one-column heading (July 24) 
though optimistic speculation 
about Mr Desais chances boldly 
led the next day's paper. 

The Express also gave wary 
readers a few interesting lessons 
in the use of quotation marks 
and attributive names, The Straight 
heading .“Janata to cut link with 
RSS”, wihout quotation marks or 
a source, suggested 
Statement of fact: there was no- 
hing to indicate only an announ- 
nem by Mr Chandrashekhar 
without any mandatory force. But 
at that stage of desperation with 
Janata trying frantically to per- 
suade defectors to re-defect, the 
Express undoubtedly felt obliged 
to help out its hard-pressed pro- 
tege in 1 Safdarjang Road. If the 
delinking could be presented as an 
accomplished fact, some of those 
who had rallied round Mr Charan 
Singh's secular standard might 
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even have returned to Mr Desai’s 
fold. 


There were other stories with 
which the Express clearly did not 
wish to be identified. “Reddy’s 
duty to call Charan to form Govt." 
was one such: a heading that 
appeared within inverted commas 
plainly to indicate that it was 
only the opinion of Mr S. N. 
Mishra, unshared by anyone on 
the paper. No such fine distinc- 
tions impinged on the Express 
conscience when it reflected Mr 
Jagjivan Ram's views in headings 
on two days running—"'Govt, will 
not last long" (July 29) and “Just 
a caretaker Govt.” (July 30) 
appeared without quotation marks - 
though admittedly with  attribu- 
tion. 

lt was reminiscent of the wry 
observation by General Booth, the 
Salvation Army founder, that he 
knew he had finally arrived when 
The Times. (now alas! still hiber- 
nating) like our own Times of 
India, first printed his miliary 
rank without inverted commas, 

But while the Express, the 
Hindustan Times and the States- 
man continued to wring their 
hands in despair, over the unprin- 
cipled manoeuvres on the New 
Delhi stage—without much men- 
tion of the Janata Party’s own 
unsuccessful counter - manoeuvres 
—Abu’s cartoons in the Ezpress 
displayed none of the political 
Squeamishness from which the 
paper's subs, reporters and leader- 
writers obviously suffered. They 
continued, impartially and delight- 
fully, to take swipes at all the 
leading contenders. 

Another honourable mention 
for Janardhan Thakur of the 
Business Standard who was pro- 
bably (I am open to correction) 
the gnly reporter to discuss the 
buying and selling of M.P.s. Per- 
haps it is- appropriate that this 
news should break in what is pri- 
marily a commercial publication: 
the Standard could usefully 
follow up its advantage with a 
more exhaustive survey of the 
finances of such operations, There 
cannot have been one on а gran- 
der scale and everyone is anxious 
to know the price of an MP. 

Meanwhile, Mr Kaushik js 
proving his emancipation by de- 
manding explanations of AIR. Mr 
Raj Narain, Mr Biju Patnaik and 
Mr Chavan all have complaints: all 
implicitly claim the right to pick 
up the ‘elephone and give a 
dressing down to the radio execu- 
tive unfortunate enough to answer 
the call. It may be the turn of 
the Press next. For nothing ever 
really changes in India, The re- 
volving door just revolves. 

En. 
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HERE is a well-known 
actress—call her a ` 
comedienne if you like— 
whose attitude and manners 
are worth being emulated, 
especially by her colleagues. 
Her off-screen joviality, for 
“instance. Her name is 
Shammi. Recently, after her 
break-up with hubby pro- 
ducer Sultan Ahmed, the | 
_ whole of filmland was up in 
arms against the man, all 
to her defence. Yet she 
. maintained her inna‘e 
— goodness in the face of a lot 
of unfairness. Then when 
Sultan was down with a 
heart attack, Shammi 
would quietly go up to the 
hospital and inquire from 
the authorities about his 
- M progress. When she learnt 
. that Sultan’s new wife had 
: been asked to keep away 
from him, with talk of a 
_ break-up between them in 
` the air too, she began 
visiting him in his room and 
lunching with him daily, till 
he was well enough to go 
home. Folks thought it was 
a reconciliation, but no; 
— Shammi was being plain 
é foolish. When she found he 
didn’t need her any more, 
she kept away too. She is 
happy with whatever roles 
«come to her. Нег only 
*problem is producers, and 
fans aren't sure of whether 
She is in films or out! For 
those interested: she is very 
much back, 


SHA SACHDEV has a 
À few kinky ideas about 
beauty and hair-care. Bui 
she is very possessive about 
them, it is said. Each time 
she tries out something new, 
` :she tells a person or two 
'about her latest health-tip, 
and then ges bugged if 
‚ anyone else has found out 
_ about it. If she is smart 
enough to devise curealls 
She should let the world 
know about them and feel 
.proud about it—not pout in 
that mean way of hers. 


ü EATS me how that devil- 
42 may-care, tough little 
; minx that Ranjeeta is, or 
з rather was at the starg of 
her career, feels about her 
name still being linked with 
Akbar Khan for whom, one 
can be sure, she still 
carries a torch, in the core 
of her heart—especially 
because of thickening |. 
rumours about her growing 
attachment do Mithun |. 
Chakravarty. Unless she is 


rying to turn Akbar 
merely trying 10 | e] 


on (like, make him 


Майа! Mondat 


їн 


ie ine oes aaa a 
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jealous) or pull off a 
publicity gimmick, and fs 
really getting involved with 
Mithun, Ranjeeta seems the 
type who would go in for a 
fling if she wasn't convinced 
she was doing the right 
thing. 


FAMILIAR face we К 
won't be seeing апу 4 
more in films is tha^ of | 
Zaheera, who, honest to her. | 
self at least, decided that 
the xime she had spent on 
Hindi films and made good 
use of—eleven years—was 
enough, When she found shes 
could not get beyond 
average roles, she decided ~ 
to quit. Now she's back in 
London, her hometown, and 
has plans for some con- 
structive work, like s‘\arting 
a magazine for the  Pakis- 
tani and Indian youth 
settled there. Should be 
lucky his time. 


Е a real piy Neelam ў 
Mehra's (remember the _ 
likeness of Simi who was 

annoyed if she was compa- 

red with her?) career did 

not go beyond a film or two. 

And then when you heard 

she was settling down to 

marry producer-actor Shiv 

Kumar, you thought she 

might, just as well. Her 

attempt at. career-building 

did not succeed anyway. Now 

she is back to square one— 

with a broken marriage | 

and a baby, and has already | 
begun trying to get into 

films all over again. 

Knowing filmworld, it’s 

going to be tough for { 

Neelam, unless she compro: | 
mises with the roles they ` : 
are going to offer her—with 1 
the flood of aspirants we 

have. She's only kidding б 
herself about there being a ' 
dearth of good heroines, 
and the need for new faces. | 

Her's is not new—but here's | 
wishing her loads. of luck. 


AT'S this new hairstyle ` 
€ Rishi is sporting? His _ 
hair is done up with a A] 
longish, sleek look that . 
makés him resemble N 
Jeetendra, his bosom pal. ү 
What a comedown! I mean, | 
Јее and Chintu are | 
Kapoors, all right, but there |. 
is a wide difference of class | | 
that sets one clan of $ hi 
Kapoors apart from the Hc 
other. Why, oh, why did . ж 
Chintu have to try looking=4 
like Jeetu, unless he was 
advised he would look a 
trifle taller with this new — 7 
long hairdo (which he does 1. 
Jook now, actually)? 87 
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E wasn't just Surekha's 

bosom which prompted 
him to sign her for his 
Malayalam venture Thakara 
says director Bharatan. She 
is a good actress too, he 
emphasises. But is thay 
true? All that one saw in 
Thakara was Surekha’s 
uninhibited anatomical gyra- 
tion and generous display of 
her cleavage. 

Surekha started working 
tur Thakara even before 
she finished her schooling 
at Madras’ Holy Angels 
Convent. She plays a 
frustrated young woman who 
learns.the facts of life not 
by observing bees and birds, 
but by watching her 
father's stud-bull being used 
to cover the village cows ! 
She casts her amorous 
glance in all directions but 
unfortunately, the village 
carpenter, who she dislikes, 
takes interest in her; but 
the person who gets her in 


the end is the village moron, ı 


Thakara, a rolling stone, 
who people think will never 
look at a woman. 

As Thakara, Pratap Pothen 
has come up with a convin- 
cing performance: a 
graduate from the Madras 
Christian College, Pothen 
made his debut in Bharatan’s 
Aaravam and currently he’s 
acting in six films. “In the 
first film, I played a loser. , 
My wife ran away with the 
bus-conductor,” Pratap re- 
calls, “And in Thakara I go 
to sleep with the woman but 
I lose her in the end...” 
Well, it’s good to know 
Pratap has six films on hand, 


`+ but if he goes around 


accepting films in which the 
accent is ofi the heroine's 
ihighs and breasts. people 
may not really notice him. 


HE next time Padmini 
X Kapilla disappears from 
Bombay, gossip columuists 
needn't think that she's on 
one of her trips to the: 
Middle East, She's appearing 
in a Malayalam film, 
Chithalukal being directed 
by Bharatan. She plays the 
mistress of a businessman 
who compels her to sleep 
with men who'd help his 
business to flourish. 

Bharatan is yet another 
Malayalam director who has 
imported a Bombay actress. 
But getting Kapilla to act 
in the Malayalam film 
shouldn’t have posed any 
problem at all: she certainly 
doesn’t have many films on 
hand, Would he be making 
her strip for the film like he 


M 


Surekha and Pratap Pothen in 


did with Surekha in 
Thakara? I asked Bharatan. 
This one is going to be a 
Sober film, he assured me. 
But you never know, he may 
change his mind; and Pad- 
mini, who refused to show 
her panties in a Mohan 
Segal film, could have 
become bolder now. 


HE panel which, selected 
South Indian films to 


' be sent to international film 


festivals consisted of 15 
members drawn from all 
the four southern States. 
But as it happened, only 
six members turned up, and 
it was dominaled by Telugu 
speaking people; P, Pullaiah, 
the veteran film maker who 
was its chairman, actresses 
Jamuna and Sowcar Janaki 
and writer Arudra, an 
enlightened soul. But 
*Daddy" Pullaiah conducted 
the proceedings like a school 
headmaster and was 
primarily responsible for 
the selection of i 
jejune, sick Telugu films like 
Pranam Kareedu and 
Chali Cheemelu. There were 
some interesting Malayalam 
films: Ashwathamma and 
Yaro Oral, slow moving 
existentialist stuff but 
“Daddy” Pullaiah didn't even 
think of sending them upto 
Delhi where the central 
committee could see them. 
“Well, I may be in the mud, 
but I have been asked to 


“Tharaka”. 


judge these films” he re- 
marked candidly. Next time, 
the festival directorate 
should insist that at least 
10 panel members should 
attend the screening. 


ANI GANAPATHY is 

amused that some 
people should believe the 
story that she doesn't want 
husband Kamalahasan to act 
in Hindi films just because 
she couldn't make any pro- 
gress in Bombay! Well, 
for one thing, Kamalahasan 
just cannot give up his film 
assignments down South: 
conservative estimate has it 
rhat he has 30 films on 
hand. And as a matter of 
fact, Bombay producers 
haven’t shown much interest 
in him, There was talk that 
Messrs N. C. Sippy and 
Hrishikesh Mukherjee would 
remake the Kannada hit 
Kokila’ and cast Kamala- 
hasan. But nothing has 
materialised as yet. Balu 
Mahendra, the director, too 
has been thinking of remak- 
ing it in Hindi with Kama- 
lahasan and Shoba but it 
has been in the planning 
stage for over a year. 
Incidentally, Meetd Meeti 
Baaten, the dubbed version 
of Kamalahasan’s Tamil hi, 
Manmatha Leelai did rea- 
sonably well all over North 
India: yet Bombay 
producers are not taking 
interest in him. 
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OR his Kanchana Seetha 
(Malayalam), film- - 
maker Arvindan used Andhra: 
tribals to act in the film. 

Interestingly the result 
wasn't disappointing at all. 
Arvindan has the genius {O 
spot real talent: in his 
newest Malayalam film, 
Kumatty, an enjoyable 
fairy-tale he has- б 
picked up dancer Ramunni 
and extracted a delightful 
performance from him, 
Kumatty is a popular 
fantasy figure of many folk 
songs in Kerala and often . 
grandmothers frighten : 
children by invoking 
Kumatty's name. And one 
day there emerges on the 


| scene, across the expansive 


prairie lands’ down the 
hills, along the winding foot- 
path, shrouded by shrubbery, 
the dark, bearded, dancing 
Kumatty with the ‘totem 
pole’, held horizontally 
across his shoulder. And 
in direct contrast to the 
Kumatty of lore, this real-  . 
life Kumatty is a fun-loving, 
free man who teaches the 
children how to come 
alive. Kumatty has already — 
been released in pockets of 
Kerala and has received ` 
modest box-office success: — 
Like good wine, it ought 
travel well beyond the — - 
borders of Kerala. zi 
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Lone Pine timo 

This weok marks the beginning of the 
annual Louis D. Statham tournament in 
Lone Pine, California. A nine-round tourna- 
ment played under the Swiss system does 
not sound like anything very special even if 
it is played at a rate of one round per day. 
However, if you want to play you need a US 
rating of over 2,400 (that's equivalent to a 
British rating of 2251). The fact is that Lone 
Pine is the strongest chess tournament in 
the world. Last year's eritry totalled 68, of 
whom nearly 30 were grandmasters, includ- 
ing such names as Petrosian, Polugaevsky, 
Portisch, Timman, Larsen. . .not to mention 
nearly all the top names in American chess. 
Many countries sent small 'teams' of play- 
ers, including England, who were rep- 
resented by Miles, Stean, Mestel, Speelman 
and Taulbut. 

What attracts so many leading players to 
Lone Pine? Ask any competitor and he will 
tell you about the Californian sunshine and 
the fresh mountain air (Lone Pine is some 
5,000 feet above sea level and only a few 
miles from Mount Whitney, the highest peak 
in North America). He might incidentally 
mention the prize fund. Last year first place 
was worth $12,000 and this year it is going 
up to $15,000 (the positive side of infla- 
tion?). Such rewards may be approaching 
respectability for tennis players or golfers, 


.but for chessplayers they are astronomical. 


Eventual winner last year was Larsen, 
who after losing to Speelman in the first 
round nonchalantly collected 7) points in 
the remaining eight rounds to take first 
place. He will be trying to repeat his success 
this year, but the opposition is expected to 
be stronger than ever. There is a good 
possibility that even Korchnoi may be 
playing. 

Here is Larsen's last round game, which 
won him the massive first prize. Not a hint of 
nerves from the Danish grandmaster who 
polished off his opponent inside two hours. 


` White: B. Larsen. Black: К. Rogoff 


Caro-Kann Defence 

1. P—K4, P—QB3; 2. P—O4, P—04; 3. 
N—QB3, P x P; 4. Nx P, N—Q2; 5. N—KB3, 
KN—B3; 6. N x N+, Nx N; 7. Nh—K5, N—O2. 
Passive, but- the theoretical continuation 
7... B—B4; 8. P—QB3, P—K3; 9. P—KNA! is 
very strong for White. 

B. B—KB4, NxN; 9. BxN, Q—N3; 10. 
B—Q3! P—8B3. 10. . . QxNP; 11. O—O 
would leave Black dangerously behind in 
development. 

11. B—N3, B—K3; 12. Q—K2, B—B2; 13. 
0—0, P—K3. Here 13. . . QxQP; 14 


.QR—O1, followed by B—B5 is murderous. 


Digitized by Sarayu Foundation T 


pr ree 


queenside defences are destroyed. 
21... Px KRP; 22. PxP+, KxP [ылоплм] 
23. Rx P--1, resigns. After 23. . . Kx R, 24. 
Qx QBP, there is no defence to the threats 
of Q—R6 mate and R—R1-- 


Castle whlle you can 

Played in Poland, 1974. 

White: Kostro. Black: Adamski. 

Sicillan Defence. 

1. P—K4, P—OB4; 2. N—KB3, P—Q3; 3. 
P—O4, P x P; 4. Nx P, N—KB3; 5. N—OB3. 
P—OR3; 6. B—K2, P—K3; 7. B—K3, Q—B2; 
8. P—B4, P—ON4; 9. P—OR3, B—N2; 10. 
B—B3, QN—O2; 11. Q—K2, R—8B1; 12. 
P—KN4, P—K4; 13. N—BS, P—N3; i1. 
N—N3, P x P; 15. Bx P, N—K4; 16. .P—NS, 
KN—Q2; 17. B—N2, B—N2; 19. N—B1? 
(O—O!), N—B5; 19. N—QS5, BxN; 20. 
P xB dis ch, K—B1; 21. P—B3, Мх NP; 22. 
K—B2, N—B4; White: resigns. 


MICHAEL STEAN 


bridge 


THE semi-final of the Spingold, America's 
main team event, had a dramatic finish. 
With two boards to go in one of the 
matches, Brachman, the more fancied 
team, was 16 points down to Martel. This 
was board 62 


vulnerable 


poep 
>PO 


At the first table the Martel team bid with 
too much exuberance 


SOUTH WEST NORTH EAST 


Freisner Passell Lebensold Kantar 
No No 19 4% 
dble No 5e (1) No 
64 (2) No 74(3) No 
7% Мо Мо Мо 


1) These uences are not too well 
ате 6 doubt he was afraid that 
Four Diamonds might not be treated as 
forcing 

(2) He had a difficult bid now, because his 
partner had invited a slam and there wasn't 
much room in which to select the best 
contract. Perhaps SNT would have been a 
good natural bid, but it might have been 
interpreted as a grand slam try in hearts. 

(3) Here, too, there was much to be sald 
ау Hearts. was two down. This, at the 
state of the match, would not have been a 
disaster but for a sad misjudgment at the 
other table: 


SOUTH WEST NORTH EAST 
Goldman Stansby Soloway Martel 


No No 19 4% 
dble No 6 ¢ (1) No 

No ' dble(2)  6NT No 

No dble No No 

Nc 

1) This seems precipitous and inferior to 


FR Clubs or 4NT 


(2) The sort of mistake whose recollection AT 
CC-0. In Public Domain. UP State Museum, Hazratganj. Lucknow 


rust, Delhi and eGangotri : 


often desirable, because suits tend to break 
badly. 


TERENCE REESE 


stamps 


ALTHOUGH Britain has never done so, 
many countries have issued special stamps 
intended for use only on airmail corres- 
pondence. Some of those issued in small 
quantities for specific flights, such as the’ 
overprinted stamps provided by Newfound- 
land between 1919 and 1933 for several of 
the early west-to-east transatlantic cros- 
sings, are now very rare. Among the more 
‘recent rarities are two Dutch stamps issued 
in 1951 for general airmail use. With face 
values of 15 and 25 guilders (then about £4), 
they were neglected by collectors. A lightly 
mounted mints pan in a Phillips auction 
recently real £280. 


C.W. HILL 


quiz 


QUESTIONS : 
1.„ What was the Abdication Cri- 
sis ? 

2. When and where was the tarm 
'conceniration camp' first ap- 
plied ? 


3. What was the Duma? 

4, What Is graphomania ? 

5. Who wrote the national sea- 
song of England, “Rule Bri- 
tannia"? 
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EMIT ORR eID ST SUE 


VARIE LY 


. Beginning August 12 


"This week Jupiter, Sun, Mercury an 


is in Scorpio, Kethu is In Aquarius and 


from Aries. 


ARIES (March 21 — 
April 20) This is a good 
week for artistic and 
intellectual pursuits. It 

3 would be however wise 
to keep an eye on expenditure. A 
secret association will bring happi- 
ness and if you are careful, your 
health too will make remarkable 
progress. Letters from both far and 
near will bring good news. This 
week is also good 
romance. Refrain from playing with 
the law. Act discreetly. Good dates : 
13, 14 and 18. Lucky numbers: 1 
and 5. Favourable direction : South. 


TAURUS .(April 21 — 
May 22) You will make 


fê new friends and also 
2N) pick up new hobbies 
^7) to pass your leisure 
time. The health of your family 


members will improve. The domes- 
tic scene will be a source of joy 
and happiness. You may change 
your profession in the near future. 
Artistic and intellectual pursuits 
will progress this week. You may 
undertake a journey. Some unex- 
pected gains are also Indicated. 
Good dates: 14, 16 and 18. Lucky 
numbers: 4 and 9. Favourable di- 
rection: North-west. 


GEMINI (May 23 — 

June 21) Forge ahead 

on all fronts; stellar Iñ- 

А fluences таке this а 

2 very lucky period. for 
you. You can even take a few risks. 
This is a time to make changes. 
Make new acquaintances and con- 


tacts with an eye on the future. YOU . 


must however guard against im- 
pulsive actions. Avoid speculation. 
Your financial front improves radi- 
cally. . Good dates: 14, 15 and 
16. Lucky numbers: 1 and 8. Fa- 
Vourable direction: West. 


CANCER (June 22 — 
July 22) This will be a 
week of mixed for- 
tunes. Stellar influences 
indicate both losses 
and gains. You may be separated 
from the person you love and: adore 
and health too may pose a prob- 


lem. You will long*for change and 
variety in your life, You must meet. d 
` he z 

Go 


llenge bravely. Godd 
е : М, 19 and 18. Lucky num- 
bers: 2 and Favourable direc 


tion : South-west. 


for love and - 


SSeS A 
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AQ. LEO (July 23 — August 
QU 22) The investments 
AN that you made in the 
0 past will prove benefi- 

i cial now. You will earn 
the pralse of your friends and re- 
latives. Lawsuits and debts, if any, 
should not worry you. The domes- 
tic scene remains: pleasant. New 
friends and hobbies will keep you 
occupied. Good dates: 12, 
13, 14 and 15. Lucky numbers: 3 


and 4. Favourable direction : North- 


east. 


VIRGO (August 23 — 

September 22) Do not 

be careless in dealinig 

with professional  mat- 

ters. | Eschew  doutful 
relationships. Though luck may 
favour you, do not gamble. Women 
will be of great 
week. Your financial  sitution will 
definitely improve. You may have 
to do a good bit of travelling this 
week. Letters will bring good news. 
Good dates: 12, 13, 16 and 18 
Lucky numbers: 5 and 7. Favoura- 
ble direction : West. 


LIBRA .(Sepiember 23 
— October 22) Your 
financial position will 
improve .rapidly. You 
may even be promoted 
in the near future. A secret asso- 
clation will progress rapidly. and 
prove beneficial for you. Business- 
men should adopt original methods 
to reap maximum profit. All docu- 
ments and | 
carefully and replies promptly sent. 
Love and romance are indicated. 
Good dates: 13, 14, and 15. Lucky 
numbers: 10 and 7. Favourable di- 
rections : North and East. 


SCORPIO .(October 23 
— November 21) The 
early part of this week 
brings about  financlal 

Ё expansion. Employers 
and those |n authority will prove 
cooperative and very helpful in 
the latter part of the week. You 
may be separated from a beloved 
one. You may also have to face 
the wrath of your close relatives. 
Letter will bring bad news from 
dis laces. However do not lose 
ext week will be better. 
11, 14, 15 and 17. 
Favoura- 


help to you this: 


letters should be read' 


d Venus are in Cancer. Saturn and Rahu are in Leo, Uranus is in Libra, Neptune 
Mars is in Gemini. The Moon will be moving through 


SAGITTARIUS (Novem- 
ber 22 — December 22) 
This is a good week 
for love and romance. 
Letters may bring ma- 
trimonial offers. Luck will favour 
you at every step. Friendships made 
during this week will prove helpful 
in the future. Some people will 
shift residences. Your domestic 
problems are approaching a solu- 
tlon. You must maintain your status 
wisely; hasty steps may ruin every- 
thing at this juncture. Good dates : 
12, 14, 16 and 18. Lucky numbers: 


5 and 3. Favourable direction: 

North. 

(7 (7 CAPRICORN . (Decem- 
aAA) ber 23— January 20) 
A 7) Your problems are not 

Cay likely to be solved; 
OSO they will drag on for 


some time more. For businessmen 
and politicians, this is an unlucky 
phase. Be very careful in your deal- 
ings with superiors and those in 
authority. You may have to post- 
pone a journey due to unavoldable 
circumstances. Health will remain 
unsatisfactory and medical expen- 
ses will be Incurred. Good dates: 


14, 16 and 17. Lucky numbers: 2. 


and 3. Favourable direction : South 


AQUARIUS (January 21 
— February 19) A good 
week for matrimonial 
negotiations. The do- 
mestic scene remains 
peaceful; you are advised to spend 
more time at home with your fami- 
ly. New undertakings have bright 
prospects. For professionals and 
businessmen, letters will bring good: 
news. Good dates: 12, 14, 16 and 
17.Lucky numbers: 2 and 4. Fa- 
vourable direction : East. 


4$ “© PISCES (February .20 
EBSA — March 20) You will 
g be 
XC — NUR ©, 


attracted by new 
ventures. is may in- 
(9&9 volve meeting business 
magnates. Exercise your wit and 
discretion in all business dealings. 
The financial > front is bound to 
show rapid improvement. A new 
friendship will prove helpful. A good 
week for love «and romance. Good 
dates: 12, 13, 14 and 19. Lucky 


numbers: 3 and 9. Favourable di- . 


rection : South-east. 


M. B. RAMAN 


Taurus and Gemini 
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PEOPLE WHO 
NEED HELP MOST 


seldom 
ask for it 


Some people need a little push in 
life to get them going. Canara 
Bank is giving just that to 
thousands of people in towns, in 
villages. Suggesting a trade here, 
encouraging a skill there, setting 
someone up in business, creating 
opportunities where none existed. 


Just a loan of money is not nearly 
enough. A total involvement is 
called for and ungrudgingly given 
at every one of Canara Bank's over 
1180 branches all over the country. 
Each person helped along to better 
times is another tiny unit of 
progress in the nation's economic 


countdown. = 
Зе, 
£g A 
m 


= 


«RING TO GROW 


D 


CANARA DANK 


{Wholly owned by tne Government of India) 
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india abroad 


THANJAVUR : Mr C. Raghavan, Spe- 
cial Judicial Second Class Magistrate, 
handed over ап Advocate, Selva Durai 
Pandian, to the police for alleged 
disorderly behaviour; Police Said that 
according. to the complaint the Advo- 
cate began to offer comments and 
shout in the Magistrate's court. Though 
the Magistrate warned him he was 
alleged to have continued to behave 
in a disorderly manner. The Magis: 
trate asked, the police to arrest him. 
The Advocate was alleged to have 
been in a drunken condition after exa- 
mination by a doctor, The police arres- 
ted him and filed a case. Some Advo- 
cates represented to the Magistrate 
seeking his release, He told them that 
poor people were arrested for alleged 
drunkenness and in the eyes of the 
law everyone was equal and no leni- 
ence could be shown—The Hindu (S. 
Balakrishnan, Trichy) 

ROHTAK: The crisis at the Centre 
Seems to have affected the common 
man, On Saturday, July 21, three far- 
mers from a nearby village, after Bett- 
ing. drunk. started discussions on the 
national politicaU scene in a shopping 
centre. Two of them were of the view 
that Mr Charan Singh should become 
Prime Minister while one thought Mr 
Jagjivan Ram was a better candidate. 
The discussion soon turned into a fight 
and the Charan Singh Supporters gave 
8 good beating to the third one. A 


PORT OF SPAIN: .Dr Bhawaalal 
Bhootra, an Indian physician has been 
Sacked from his post at the Trinidad 
and Tobago General Hospital and giv- 
еп one month's time to leave. Dr 


Bhootra came to Trinidad just over. 


three years ago from Engand to take 
up appointment as a pathologist at tho 
hospital but was shortly after assigned 
the job of a forensic pathologist. Dr 
Bhootra ran into trouble following a 
murder case in which he gave evidence 
resulting in the acquittal of four per- 
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big crowd gathered and the police 
were informed. When two policemen 
arrived, the two farmers attacked the 
policemen as well. They were severe- 
ly beaten. Later, more policemen 
came and arrested the farmers.— 
Indian Express (P. Jain, Srujansarh) 
GONDA : The eunuchs of this town 
have urged the President Mr N. 
Sanjiva Reddy to invite anyone of the 
leading members of their community 
io form Government at the Centre in 
order to resolve the present impasse. 
In a letter to the President they said 
as neutralists they would serve the 
nation without indulging in rivalry 
which had led the country to the 
brink of disaster, Moreover, the letter 
said since their cabinet would be com: 
prised of eunuchs there would be no 
problems of corruption by sons and 
sons-in-laws of the Minister which is 
currently plaguing the: political scene. 
The letter regretted the | political 
opportunism which was cutting at the 
root of democracy in the country— 
Deccan. Chronicle (B. Madhu, Andhra 
Pradesh) 

KANPUR: A pesticide distributed ty 
the Government to villagers came 
handy for a young couple to escape 
ihe pangs of hunger. 24-ycar-old Hori 
Lal, a casual farm labourer of Jalapur 
village had been ill for the last two 
months and without any faod. On 
Monday, July 22, they took the fatal 
dose. The villagers discovered the 
bodics entwined together in their dila- 
pidated hut today — Indian Express 
(Mrs Sarasa Raman, Bangalore) 
NIZAMABAD : A father of three chil- 
dren chopped off the head of the six 
year daughter ostensibly to propitiate 
his family deity at Malapati village of 
Yellareddy Taluk. Chitti was sleeping 
in a room with her mother and the 
other children when ` Narasimha Re. 
ddy, her father, quietly picked her up 
at midnight. The next morning the 


girl's body along with the bloodstained 
clothes of the father were found lying 
Krishna 


nearby—Deccau Herald (5. 
Murthy, Bangalore) 


sons charged with gunshot slaying. In 
the beginning of July, the Government 
appointed a commission of enquiry 
into the conduct and evidence given 
by, Dr Bhootra and an Assistant 
Superintendent .of Police. Mr Mal. 
com Bobb. , The commission cleared 
Mr Bobb but sharply criticised Юг 
Bhootra and suggested that he be 
given further training ini forensics, 
The commission also recommended 
that Dr Bhootra’s evidence should not 
be accepted —The Hindu 
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. HE (Могагјі Desai) has gat‘ no 
future. He will die in another few | 
years. He wanted to die as Prime |: 

' Minister so that his son could tell 
everyone that his father died as 
PM- -Raj Narain QA 


HOW CAN you do without politi- 
cians? How can the Government 
be run without politicians—Morar- 
ji Desai’s reply to a question that 
people had lost all faith їп the | 
politicians 2 


I HAD lived a life of judicial 
seclusion wherein the fluctuating 
fortunes of political Parties could 
ave only an academic interest— 
H. R. Khanna on his resignation 
as Union Law Minister ced 


FIFTEEN years ago you could dis- | 
cuss corruption and make that. an 
issue. Today. it is accepted as a 
way of life—George Fernandes 


DEVARAJ Urs is an absolute non 
entity—C. M. Stephen # 


WE WILL arrest Kanti Desai...He 
(Morarji Desai) does not haye a 
mind—how can he havê a mental 
State—Raj Narain RET 


I HAVE a dream of a world order 
where all people live together in 
peace. Now, I would like to be 
Prime Minister of that World Goy- 
ernment—Charan Singh 


WE ARE here to win everything 
—India’s cricket. captain Venkat- 
' raghavan's first public statement of 


the English tour P 


humour in real life 


INSCRIBED on the door Of a pho- 
lographer's darkroom: , “Please 
keep darkroom door closed. If it 
„is left open all the dark leaks 
out” Sudhakar, Rourkel; 


A YOUNG 
in forms for 


THE REAL THING 


IT will hardly be unfair to Mr 
Samarendra Kundu, the last Min- 
ister of State for Foreign Affairs, 
to rename him "Mr Genuine 
Kundu”. His fondness for the word 
"genuine" seems to be very genu- 
ine. He still argues that the Indian 
Government must retain the term 
*genuine nonalignment" instead of 
simply referring to — *nonalign- 
ment". He has already written to 
the new Prime Minister, Charan 
Singh, expressing his shock over 
the fact that the Chaudhury drop- 
ped the word “genuine” when 
describing the country's foreign 
policy as nonaligned. Well, it was 
Mr Kundu really who started to 
use *genuine nonalignment", and 
he still thinks that the change 
that he effected was а positive 
shift. Perhaps if Mr Kundu has 
participated in the recent "genuine 
realignment” “genuine nonalign- 


ment" might still have been an 
article of faith with the present 
Government. 

ACCEPTABLE 

TO NONE 


DINESH SINGH has been an 
unknown commodity in the sharp- 
ly divided Janata Party. The for- 
mer member of Mrs Gandhi’s 
kitchen cabinet in her heyday has 
been more than willing to take up 
the cook's job in the kitchen 
cabinets of the four Janata stal- 
warts: Mr Desai. Mr Ram, Mr 
Singh and Мг Chandrashekhar. 
But his application has been re- 
jected by all four of them. During 
the recent Janata ;urmoil Mr 
Dinesh Singh was a frequent visi- 
tor ач the residences of Mr Ram 
Mr Desai and Мг Chandra. 
Shekhar. The story goes that wha: 
he learnt at the house of one he 
told *he other two and what he 
learnt at the house of the other 
two he told the former. An end- 
less circle of gossip and interested, 
motivated talk thaj kept the three 
apart from each piber was in no 
small measure kept going b 
Dinesh Singh, looking fora kade 
pa:ron who could bless him with 
a ministership. : 


STAR STRUCK 


APART from the politicians and 
their hangers-on another tribe 
had a field day during the. 
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Centre 


political upheaval at the 
was that of soothsayers, tantriks, 
astrologers and what have you in 


the realm of the mystical. 

Mr. Raj Narain and Mr Charan 
Singh depended solely on two: 
Mr Chandra Swamy and a certain 
Kapoor of Lucknow. There was 
not a move in the intense political 
power struggle that was not timed 
by the two in accordance with the 
wishes ‘of the astrologers. Finally 
when Mr Singh got the invita'ion 
to form the Government the 
swearing-in time of 1.30 pm was 
determined by Messrs. Chandra 
Swamy and Kapoor. No Prime 
Minister of е country had 
chosen the afternoon for swearing- 
in; it was always in the morning 
or sometime in the evening buf 
Mr Singh insisted on 1.30 pm for 
it was declared "auspicious" by his 


soothsayers. 
Meanwhile. President Sanjeeva 
Reddy, whose lunch апа siesta 


routine was upset by Mr Singh’s 
odd timings, in a way foiled the 
plans of the Prime Minister desig- 
nate's astrologers. Mr Reddy ad- 
ministered the oath only at about 
1.34 pm. Now, of course, «he 
astrologers are finding out the 
auspicious day on which Mr Singh 
should summon the Lok Sabha to 
win the crucial confidence. vote . 
which can be, like the Prime 
Ministership, a touch-and-go affair. 


SELF-CENSORSHIP 


THE champions of free speech 
know exactly which side their 
bread is buttered.: Two senior 
journalist chamchas of Babuji 
have now started visiling the resi- 
dences of the Chaudhury and . his 
followers. In another case. a lour- 
nalist had written two articles 
scathingly critical of the Chau- 
dhury and Raj Narain, ‘but these 
pieces were not used after the 
new PM was sworn in. However, 
the wiser journalists are keeping 


both sides happy: Who knows who 
will be in power tomorrow? But 
the most interesting case was the 
coverage of Janata President 
Chandrashekhar's Press confer 
ence in Lucknow. With the excep. 
¿ion of the Patriot, no other paper 
carried the most revealing ans. 
wers. Mr Chandrashekhar had said 
that "the Janata Party has sought 
Congress(I) support in Bihar to 


save its Ministry against the on- 
slaught of Janata(S) and other: 
Opposition Parties ... There was 
nothing wrong in it. The main 


task facing my Party is to save jts 
Governments in States from the 
onslaught of Janata(S) and if 
Indira Congress offers to help in 
such cases, we will certainly take 
their help". Mr Chandrashekhar 
also revealed that recently some 
Janata leaders had met the Indira 
Congress leaders, and he said 
that he saw no reason why his 
Party should not accept Mrs Gan- 
dhi's help. Later, when faced with 
criticism, Mr Chandrashekhar 
modified his remarks, but in any 
case, an indulgent Press had saved 
him some embarrassment. 

But a young journalist, Om Pra- 
kash of Samachar Bharati, gave a 
better account of himself. He took 
up the cause of a young photo- 
grapher, who suffered some indi- 
gnity at the hands of Mr Suresh 
Ram at Mr Jagjivan Ram's house 
on July 18, 1979. Having been 
manhandled in the discharge of 
his normal duties, one would have 
expected the photographer to take 
up the incident at the professional 
level — News Photographers’ As- 
sociation. But no. He even request- 
ed Mr Om Prakash not to put’out 
a news item on the event through 
his agency if the former had not 
done so, though one or two news- 
papers had carried the item on 
their own. One would have also 
expected the magazine employing 
the photographer to take up the 
cause. This too did not happen. 
The incident speaks volumes about 
the nation's fourth estate, of which 
pHoroenaphers are very much a 
part. - 


THEY'RE AT FAULT, 
NOT ME 


MR MORARJI DESAI feels very 
strongly that the revolt in the 
police and in the Central Indus- 
trial Security Force was directly 
due to some of the — statements 
made by the Police Commission. 
At least that is what he has been 
telling friends. 
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/ Lure Shampoo 


Ñ Cleans hair in \ Lure Almond | Lure Cold Wax 
[seconds leaves it | Fere Beauty MR Hair Oil Hair Remover 
\ fragrant for hours. ` RU. qe M | Nourishes and Removes hair from 


= Choose from | strengthens the hair. f the roots. Keeps 


2 Lime, Egg, Beauty it fresh and radiant. Keeps it soft and f skin soft and 
дапа Shikakai. gleaming. i smooth longer. 
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With the Swan Fashion — 
Parade of beautiful fabrics — 
superb designs, joyous 
colours, exquisite textures. 
No wonder Swan sales — 
have soared to even 
greater heights! — 


d by Sarayu Foundation Trust, Delhi and eGangotri en 
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We're giving entrepreneurs 


in Colombos FTZ somethina to celebrate. 


India's largest bank announc 
of a Foreign Currency Banki 


State Bank's Colombo 


FCBU is its fifth offshore 
operation—after Nassau in 

the Bahamas, Bahrain, 

Singapore and Cayman 

Islands— mapping the 

different time zones and 
spanning the international 
money markets, 5 
Whether you ere looking 
for opportunities in the 
incentive-packed Colombo 
Free Trade Zone (FTZ) or for to non-residents, Free Trade 


of accepting time and 


demand deposits and ex- 
tending loans and advances 


es the opening 
ng Unit in Colombo. 


international banking ser- 
vices of the highest range,'or 
BOTH, your choice must be 
State Bank. State Bank has 
had an operating presence in 
Sri Lanka for over a century 
now-—since July 1864. 

The functions of State 
Bank's new unit will consist 


Zone units and certain 
approved category of re- 
sidents. The Unit will also 
offer a comprehensive range Remember our address: 


approved by the Greater 
Colombo Economic 
Commission. 


State Bank of India, | 
services such as assistance — 16, Sir Baron Jayatilaka | 
for joint ventures, export/ Mawatha, P.O. Box No. 93, ) 
import finance, comprehen- Fort, Colombo-1, Sri Lanka. 

sive guidance and services Cable: Thistle, Colombo N 
for turnkey projects. Qo Telex: 1286 Thistle, E! 


of international banking 


It will also offer Colombo 
finance for projects Telephone: 26133-35 


$tate Bank E 
Let's come closer $8,4956A _ 


Domain. UP State Museum, Hazratganj. Lucknow 
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CREATES A PERFECT BLEND 
of elegance and comfort 


When it comes to your suitings, it’s the 
| blend of worsted wool and ‘Terene’ 
that really matters. ' 


In a man's world of fashions, 
where trends are fast changing 
from conventional to casual, 
modella keeps pace,with a ? j 
selection of shades, designs and i 
` softer-finishes. 


That’s what puts modella in 

line with international suitings. 
modella suitings lend a style 

to the lion in you. ` 


3, 
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wardrobe : 
Itsasbigas | | M 


Daddy's heart 


РРР 2 


Visit your Chandan dealer : 
to see the big-value “ S 
Chandan Wardrobes — x NE 


Homaker, Tvinlok, 


Universal, Unihom, ; 

Unistar, Selecta, Bantam, : 3 МХ 

etc. Available in over : N SS ul NO 
NN 


mG © _ 
lockers, drawers, shelves,- : Ы RR N 


mirror, hanging rod, 
tie bar, etc. Choice of 


4 colours. 


a 


CHANDAN METAL’ PRODUCTS 
PRIVATE LIMITED... .. 
Gorwa Road, Vadodara:390. 016, Gujarat. E 
Fine Steel Furniture and : it Sev 


Security Equipment. 
DEALERS AT ALL IMPORTANT CENTRES. DEALERSHIP ENOUIRIES WELCOME, 
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Top Positions! 


Not Just Success! 
ns is what IAS Toppers say 


This is 

to acknowledge 
the help | have 
derived from 


Extremely 
thankful to 
your magazine 
for my getting 


your magazine into I.A.S. 
in the course this year. І, 
of my preparation being a regular 
for IL AES ЖОШ reader of 
. Credit for this. Competition 


success of mine 
goes to Competition 


Success Review, 
found it very 


Success Review. useful. 

Hrusikesh Panda Syamal Kumar Sarkar 
s LA. S. TOPPER П POSITION 

197 IN 1.A.S. 1978 


To \ Win Top Positions In All Competitive 
caminum Read This Month And Every Month 


SUCCESSES = «DISCOUNT COUPON; 


NOW SELLING OVER 1,00,000 ~— Please enrol me as subscriber for m 


; g Competititn Success Review at а : 
C OPIES EVER Y MON TH. - concessional rate of Rs. 28 
On the occasion of crossing sale of 1,00,000 copies, _ mM aes 
we offer SENSATIONAL DISCOUNT OF Rs.26 


SINGLE 
COPY Rs.3 


ONE YEAR 
Rs.28 


y- is p mea LOL O LG GC LLL a 
Veet Lt = 223 


iin g by M.O. Мо M ROSE S 
on 1 year subscription (Free Books worth Rs. 18 B to Competition Review Pvt. Ltd.. 
plus discount of Rs.8 on annual subscription). Е 604, Prabhat Kiran, Rajendra Place, а 
| ; E New Delhi-110 008. = 
ia — —1 
0 
\ ( -] = I Aona 8 
; 
N w Kindly add Rs.2 for menm of ® 
N BOOKS WORTH Rs. 18 8 Free Books by Recorded Delivery, 
to the subscribers of COMPETITION SUCCESS REVIEW — В i m 
y DIARY 1979 80 Rs 12, General Knowledge) Teday-Het6: S na [i Until хоу. т, эз] een 
г: Available at all leading news stalls or from 
COMPETITION REVIEW PVT.LTD. 
604, Prabhat Kiran, Rajendra Place, New Delhi-110 008, Ph: 582898 
RT ي‎ 
nt 
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Both fabrics were stamped — 
` polyester. | 


Low content polyester fabric 


The Terene 


made” 


о о 


These days, ће market is flooded with 
inferior blends of polyester fabrics all 
stamped to confuse you. These fabrics 
do not live up to the promise of polyester. 
After a few washes thef? crease, they 
shrink, they look Shabby—because of 
insufficient polyester content. 
о 


5 o o 


о 


the difference! 


Only mills fabrics which have passed 
CAFI’s strictest inspection tests fOr 
crease recovery and shrinkage can: carry 
the ‘Terene’ trademark. ‘Terene’ fabrics 
have the correct blend—the right poly- 
ester content. That's why they stay smart, 
look as good as new, wash after wash. 


o о 


о о 
> Don’t take chances. Ве 100% spe you're buying correctly blended polyester. 


Pick the fabric with the "Terene' trademark —it gives you value for your 


money. e 


о 


ERENE) 


means the correct blend-everytime! 


0 


о, 


(B) Registered Trademark of Chemicals and Fibres of India Limited (CAFI) 


-0. In Publi 
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Your dreams will come true 
in a variety of ways at different 
times... If you act now. | 


OUR SPECIAL SCHEME 


All lanned manner. We have several = = 
CO TOMUS inayo опа PARENTAS to help you meet your CHILDREN'S WELFARE 
tomorrow, a better life for you needs. SECURITY CERTIFICATE . 
and your family, moreimportantly Call at the nearest branch of . Available in denomination of 
for the little ones. Буп Bank Wo are waiting Rs. 100 or its multiples. 

ou would love your children to or you. Rest assu р 
be healthy, highly educated, fully take care of your money fy Sore : VE ! 
equipped to face the challenges problems now or in the near rtificate of Rs, 1000 
of life. You'd like to give them ` and distant future. matures to 


Rs. 1273.50 after 39 months 
Rs. 1596.00 after 63 months 


what you missed when you were: > 
young. For this, you need money. 
A lot of it. Ў 


Act now, today, for a better 


tomorrow. Start saving with — Æ A : 
Syndicate Bank in a systematic, (up SYNDIC ATE BANK 
; ^ ILL у; 


Where your children's welfare is our concern 


УО t mE SEI INS RE ROTTS А 
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Murphy 5503. The all-new 3-band 
radio cassette recorder with 
crystal clarity. The Murphy 5503 is 
encased in a tough plastic cabinet. 
It costs about the same as any other 
2-in-1, but with Murphy sound. 

It can switch off automatically. 

A sleep switch that switches off 

in the amount of time it is adjusted 


for. So you can fall asleep 

listening to your radio. You don't 
have to stay awake to switch it off. 
It can record off the radio or a 
live performance. 

There are facilities for internal and 
external recording The built-in 


urphy 550 


microphone can be conveniently 
used for voice and sound 
recordings. The microphone is 
sensitive enough to pick up sound 
even from a distance of 10 metres. 
There's a plug for an external 
microphone that can be used to 
reinforce the strength of the 
recording. 


л а 


S 


s 
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SEES 


EXT. MIC 
AUX. IN 
It can tape a telephone 


conversation. 


You can record a whole telephone 
conversation by usinga pick-up coil! 


Finally, the 5503 can also be 
used with an external 
loudspeaker. 


Listen to the 5503 through its 
built-in loudspeaker or through an 
external loudspeaker: the choice 
is yours. 


The best buy at the price. On mains 
or batteries, you'll thrill to the 
richness, tone, textuxe of its truly 
professional sound. 


YowlllovetheSound. ~ 
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ORES 


‘The Agfa Isoly II is a great See this fine camera today at 
all-round camera. You simply your friendly Agfa dealer. 


adjust settings, distance and 

film to freeze a sports scene 
forever, capture every | 
detail, near or distant, of a 


NI 
RARAN 


I 


enough to allow correct landscape or get close Dieuibutares 
mS xegistration. Shoot enough to snap a leopard AGFA-GEVAERT INDIA LIMITED 
from a distance of 1.83 m. snarling! Branches. Romay * New Delhi 

i 1 i (o) alcutta « Madras 
маш the Isoly Semone The Agfa Jes puitik (9) Registered Trademark of Agfa-Gevaert, 


tripod. Use slow film for German specifications and 
greater sharpness—125ASA. undergoes over 100 exacting Кабер! everkucen Mans (ec of 
The result? A perfect picture tests. m grap е 


^ SISOLY-N 


for professional results. у 
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` This may be The Year of The Child. 
But what of the future years? 


In 1990 this youngster will be a productive citizen of India. She will live in 
an environment based on the results of today's fundamental and applied 
research. Including that of the Hoechst Group, world-wide. 


Nearly 4500 scientists and technologists are working ceaselessly in Hoechst 
Research and Development Laboratories in Germany and in other countries of 
the world to produce more effective medicines, sera and vaccines and new 
diagnostic and therapeutic techniques. To invent better methods and make 

better products to help farmers increase their yields. 


At the Hoechst Centre for Basic Research and Quality Control Laboratories of Hoechst 
Pharmaceuticals in Bombay skilled and experienced scientists and technicians are 
: researching for new and better products and newer. applications. Hoechst has already spent 
over Rs. 8. 5 crores on Research and Development i in the country and continues to 
spend Rs. 1.2 crores annually. 


Hoechst scientists are shaking hands with the future, helping to 
shape tomorrow’s world. Your children’s world. Your world too. 
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? The Best of F ontana Ar mada Books 
L 
| PERENNIS BEST SELLERS 
MORRIS WEST S ZHENI TSYN 
Proteus Rs. 15.00 SOL ns 
The Ambassador Rs. 14.72 
The Big Story Rs. 13.80 
Daughter of Silence Rs. 13,80 
The Devil's Advocate Rs. 14.72 
Shoes of the Fisherman Rs. 15.64 
ALISTAIR MACLEAN 
Force 10 from Navarone Rs. 14.72 nite 
Breakheart Pass Rs. 14.72 Mothering 
Caravan to Vaccares Rs. 14.72 .— 
Golden Rendezvous Rs. 14.72 Mv 
Ice Station Zebra Rs. 15.64 
AGATHA CHRISTIE 
Murder on the Orient 
Express Rs. 13.80 
The Adventure of 
Christmas Pudding Rs. 13.80 
After The Funeral Rs. 13.80 
The Mirror Crack'D from 
Side to Side Rs. 13.80 
Poirot's Early Cases Rs. 14.72 
| Tony Williamson 
Technicians 
Я Rs. 17.48 З Rs. 23.00 Rs. 17.48 
In 
CHILDREN BEST SELLERS ALFRED HITCHCOCK 
. The Mystery of the 
Moaning Cave Rs. 9.20 
The Mystery of the 
Vanishing Treasure Rs. 11.04 
The Mystery of the 
Screaming Clock Rs. 11.04 
The Mystery of the 
: Talking Skull Rs. 11.04 
h st The Mystery of the 
Laughing Shadow Rs. 11.04 
of | Fontana Books are available at all good bookshops. 
| AHMEDABAD: Kitab Kanara Pocket 
| Books Centre, Sastu Kitab Ghar. 
e | BANGALORE: The Bangalore Тгас®& 
| Book Society, Gangaram's Book Bureau, 
| Higginbothams Ltd., В, Basant & Co. 
| BARODA: East & West Book House. 
| BHUBANESHWAR: Modern Sook ber el 
] bit wi 
j za Depar Bana Book Shop, Ensign Book 
| tores. Eros Boo! entre, Eve oks 
| С hst ] z Gamea and Records, Modera Book Stall, 
oe 1 » Na anda Book & Record Shop, Мем. 
1 = tika, Readers Paradise, Ritika Book 
л | i fetus Stand Sook Sct etu 
5 o o 
S are ! z FRANKLIN W. DIXON CALCUTTA: Family Book Shop, Jonaki, 
| The Crisscross Shadow Rs. 1104 | CHANDIGARH: Fancy Bock Store, 
dy spent | ENID BLYTON The Mystery of the Hera og | COCHIN. Рай со. Branches at Calicut 
с arrior “11. 
| The Secret Mountain Rs. 9.20 The Aue ао еш Вз. 11.04 DEHRADUN: English Book Daat к 
j T tery of the ational Nows Agency, isher: 
55 [0E "ase MOn m 920 — | Whale Tatoo RO) pons EDU S 
| The Secret Island Rs, 9.20 — The Mystery of the вз. 11.04 |$ ABAD: A.S Кк 
T t n D ; A.S, Hussa B 
| Туе бере ороду Co whila tne Clock Ticked ONO JAMSHEDPUR: Sanyal Brothers, 
4 Bb е! radise 
j The Rubadub Mystery Rs. 9.20 The Waiting Siren 11.04. | LUCKNOW: Universal Booksellers, 
The Rilloby Fair Mystery Rs. 11.04 Mystery Rs. 11. Universal Book Distubuting Co. 
The Rockingdown The Sion i the Crooked fh MADRAS: C:L.S. Book Shop, 
Mystery Rs. 11.04 Arrow S. LV. 
The Ring € O'Bells Mystery Rs, 9.20 The Clue in the Embers Rs. 11.04 
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Rs. 27.60 


fmportant: The above Bestselling selection will be on special display at 
tho following bookshops between 30th September and 14th October "79. 


* Prices subject to change without prior notice. . 


ALEXANDER SOLZHENITSYN 


The First Circle Rs. 35:88 
The Gulag Archipelago / 
Vol. | Rs. 23.00 ] 
Тһе Gulag Archipelago 2 
Vol. I! Rs. 18.40 ? 
The сиза Archipelago 
Vol. 111 Rs. 32.00 
HERMAN WOUK : 
Aurora Dawn Rs. 9.20 
The Caine Mutiny Rs. 27.60 
Don't Stop the Carnival Rs. 23.00 
Marjorie Morningstar Rs. 27.60 
The Winds of War Rs. 35.88 Л 
THE DEVELOPING CHILD SERIES eu 
AIDEN MACFARLANE 
The Psychology of 
Childbirth ' Rs. 23.00 
RUDOLPH SCAFFER . 
Mothering Rs, 23.00 
FREDERICK LEBOYER 
Birth Without Violence Rs. 35.88 


Rs. 15.64 


CARLOYN KEENE 


The Invisible Intruder Rs. 11,04 E 
The Secret of Shadow 
Ranch Rs. 11.04 
The Mystery of the 
Steps Rs. 11.04 
The Club in the _ 
Crossword Cipher Rs. 11,04 


The Clue in the Old Stage : 
Rs. 11.04 


Coach Е 
The Clue in the Broken i 
Locket Rs. 11.04 


Higginbothams Ltd.. Kennedy Book 
House, Pai & Company. 


NAGPUR: The. Western Book Depot, 

ISPCK Nagpur Book Shop. 

NEW DELHI: The Book shop. Deepco, 

Karachi Stationery Mart. Teksons. 

POONA: Bigs Book Depot, Manneys, 

Popular Book Shop, Utkarsh Book 

Services & Library, 

SECUNDERABAD: J.C. Pinto & Co 

SHILLONG- Ratna's Mascot. 

SIMLA ; Batish Sons, Minerva покое) 

TRICHUR; Minerva Book Stall. ! 

VARANASI; Universal Book. Company: 

MARKETED BY 

THE MACMILLAN COMPANY 

OF INDIA LIMITED 

* Mercantile House, Magazine Street, 
Reay Road (East) Bombay- 400010 | 


* 294, Bepin Behari Ganguly Street, 
Calcutta-700 012 


* 21, Patullo Road, Madras-600 002 |. 

» 2/10, Ansari Road, Daryagani, 
New Delhi-110 002 У 
Also at BANGALORE, [HYDERABAD 

LUCKNOW. AND TRIVANDRUM: ^ 5 
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Minna De Souza of Chiron Beauty Each Gleem variety complements your 


Parlour, Centaur Hotel, Bombay says: kind of hair with its special ingredients, 
; rich lather, lingering French perfume 


and long-lasting economy. 


'No more wondering which | 
Shampoo to use for 


Gleem 


Gleem |Gleem 


i : Regular |E Toni 
different hair types! Я Makes Nahe ee : 
Gleem has just the variety 250, [e ee 
for each customer s hair. manageable and health 


with pure egg 
protein 
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C SHAMPOO 

recommended by 
leading hairdressers 


Geoffrey Manners & Co. Ltd. 


I Stop bad breath... 
| fight tooth decay with 
| Colgate Dental Cream 


Brush your teeth with How Colgate's trusted 
| Colgate after every meal. formula works 
! It protects you just the - pue Odour and decay 
| way dentists recommend > causing bacteria 
all over the world. grow in food 
: * particles trapped 
Bacteria grow in food 4 between your 
particles left between your teeth. 
teeth. These can cause ‘Colgate's unique 
bad odour, and later— active 12D 
П геаспеѕ деер їо 
1 painful decay. remove dangerous 
4 So always brush the food particles 
Colgate way right after and bacteria, 
eating. It's proven most 
effective to freshen your 
breath, whiten your teeth 
and fight decay. 


|] 
B 
|^ 
| 


The result: | 
attractive white 
teeth; fresh 

breath confidence, 
& protection against 
- decay. 


For cleaner, fresher breath 
and whiter teeth more people 
buy Colgate than 
any other toothpaste 
in the world! 


Only a dentist can give you 
better dental care. ‹ 
ae 


lete dental care use 
igard Toothbrushes. 


guard gums. 8 varieties to suit 


m. Hazratgani. Lucknow. З 


everyone in your family. |, 
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UIP Carry-ons. 
They carry on. egardless! 


Two for three! 


For 3-day trips (easily extended 
to 4!), two exciting options. 
Both 53 cms (21"). Spacious—so 
you don't carry rumpled collars and 
frayed tempers along on your trip! 
Both with a divider and straps. 
Junior, from the ‘V.I.P.’ Classic 
range— richly lined and finished. 
Price: Rs. 340. T-500,from the 
У.Р." Travelite range—great for 
weight-watchers. Price: Rs. 265. 


® 


For weekend, 
after weekend, 
after weekend... 


For a great weekend. For 
uncreased clothes and unruffled 
spirits. Two happy suggestions 
from 'V.I.P." Each a roomy 46 cm 
(18") case. With a divider and _ 
straps. Minor in the ‘V.I.P. Classic 
style. Price: Rs. 290. Theother. 
the light-weight Travelite T-400. 
Price: Rs. 210. Take your pick! 


“For every short t 


VIP’ has a 
long-term answer ! 


S 


e 
rip, 


Prices are inclusive of 
all taxes and duties. 


VIP 


spells class. 
Anywhere 
in the world. 


BLOW PLAST LIMITED, 
P.O. Box No. 9145, 
Bombay 400 025. 


Its the widest 
range of Carry-ons! 


‘V.1.P.' offers you the largest 
choice. Six exciting shapes 
and sizes. Twelve lovely 
colours. Beautiful styling. 
Each model is compact 
enough for an Airbus flight. 
Or a quick car or train trip. 
All are made of tough 
polymer. With sturdy locks 
and hinges. And have the 
exclusive "V.I.P." quality of 
being able to carry on... . and 
on... Regardless! 
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Adr pank 

i УУ хз Andhra Ban 

saving E = has further 
оа ^ refined it. 


to man 


There are many examples for all his needs, is 
of savers in nature. The Andhra Bank. Through 
squirrel for instance saves a range of schemes 


and stores food for the tailor-made to suit 
2, needy day. everyone in the family, 
Bu mar Man, with his superior QurSchemess 
intelligence, has extended х 
fe t d the range of saving. eKalpatharuvu e Bhagyalakshmi . 
per ec e Saving quite a few ` e Kiddy Bank e Samraksha 
ә? essentials. e Samkshema e Janasahaya 
it A And money, most e Gruhakalpa e Karshakasahaya 
Ф Е ۱ important of all. © Social Security Scheme 
y, Helping him save money for Women e Cash Certificate. 


Andhra Bank 
— the bank responsive to people's needs. 


Squirrels - most advanced 
and successful of all rodents. 

` Found all over Eurasia, 2 
Africa and the Americas. 
Most common in India is 
the Ground Squirrel with 
three stripes on its back. 


Bank Ltd. 


Regd. & Central Office: 
Sultan Bazar, Hyderabad-500 001. 


KiFON/AB/79-1 


Chairman: О. SWAMINATHA REDDY 
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Nourishment in 
every drop! 


M A HAIR OIL OF 
DISTINCTION 


слесыттала 


1 use Keo-Karpin every day. Gently 
perfumed, non-sticky Keo-Karpin is so 
light... yet so nourishing ! 
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Hair Oil 


A. Product of € Medical 
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The nourishment that builds resistance! | 
safeguards health day after day. 


с Гук z 
Horlicks, taken regularly., the unique Horlicks process *'Horlicks is a prime source of 
gives your family the . which retains their natural nourishment It has given 
nourishment that builds up. goodness and makes them uu EE S UR "ip 
their resistance and keeps easy to digest. ; build up your family’s resistance 


and keep them healthy and active 


them full of health. Health that That's why Suchitra has 
day after day.“ 


means success and happiness. made Horlicks a part of her 
Health that Keeps you fit and family’s life. She knows that - 


active and builds security. Horlicks gives them health 
Horlicks..:It’sthe only one |. protection. | : 

; that doctors all over the world Like Suchitra, give your 
recommend. The only one that family Horlicks every day and 
gives so much nourishment watch them grow in health and | 
because its rich, pure strength through all the years 


ingredients are combined by ahead. 


. - HORIICKS 
The Great Nourisher. 


Horlicks is a Registered Trade Mark, 
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Soma 
Metal Fittings 


Somany-Pilkington's 
Wall Tiles 


Hindustan Sanitaryware come in 
exciting colours. Soma Metal Fittings 
with international precision. Assures 
no-leak, no-drip service. 

Elegantly styled. Guaranteed for 5 years. 
Somany-Pilkington's Wall Tiles— 

in enchanting designs and colours 

Easy to clean. 


Д.Ш? HINDUSTAN SANITARYWARE 
M TI & INDUSTRIES LIMITED 
exported bavwroom-edunment T. aut 


*Sorna Plumbing 
Fixtures Limited 


A wholly owned subsidiary of Hindustan Sanitaryware 


SOMANY-PILGINGTONS 


enl» 


LIMITED 


2, Red Cross Place, Calcutta-700 001 


JUST MONEY WILL GET HIM | 
A FEW GOOD MEALS As the fifth largest bank in 


the country, Canara Bank has 
shouldered its responsibility 
to the environment it grows 
in. We are involved: in towns, 
in villages, in helping people 
to find a foothold in life. In 
uplifting the standard of | 
living. In fighting unemploy- i 
ment. With loans of money — 1 
yes. But also the irrepayable 
loan of involvement in 
teaching a skill, suggesting a 
trade, locating an opportunity. 
Improving lives. You cannot 
do it by money alone. 


Through its widespread 
network of over1180 branches 
Canara Bank is sowing effort 
where it counts. 


but involvement _ 
will change his life 
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CANARA BANK | 


Ж (Wholly owned by the Government of India) E 1d 
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When you think of 


SECURITY 


of valuables 
at your home 
Remember 
Safe- 
Freshness you can feel 
Proof you can see | 


к Sprinkle charcoal.powder on water. 
NG Pour a drop of Binaca Top solution 


AN in the centre. See how fast 


Binaca Top spreads in all directions; 
clears the dirt and leaves a pure, 
clear surface behind. 

This is exactly how Binaca 

Top’s special dispersing agent 
spreads to every corner of your 
mouth—clears out tooth decaying 
bacteria and prevents bad breath. 


P UNS fond 


CIBA-GEIGY 


BINACA TOP 


ARMSICBT-1-78 


FOR 
TOTAL MOUTH PROTECTION 
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Hi h-protein health 

y building goodness 
Vital nutrition 
A taste your family will love... 


Pep up your health! It’s completely vegetarian! 


Mealmaker is rich in soya protein —the best and  Mealmaker is 100% vegetarian. When added to any 
most efficient source of vegetable protein. dish, because it is high in protein, it makes every 
It fills the vital protein gap in a normal Indian diet. Mealmaker dish a highly nutritive one. 


` ei agii 


250 f Mealmaker contains as much protein : 
as 3.9 litres of milk orl kg of mutton or 24 eggs. Great for meat-eaters tool 


Only Mealmaker can give you such nutrition Though vegetarian, Mealmaker blends perfectly ; 
with such: economy! with meat. Extend meat dishes with Mealmaker— , 


; serve it every day and stay within your budget. 
i And low in fat, Mealmaker has practically no fats, 


‘cholesterol or saccharides, which makes it the ideal Y 
food for ће whole family. ...and tasty, tasty, tasty: b 
: Your family will love the taste of Mealmaker. 
Remarkably versatile, Mealmaker absorbs the spicy 
flavour of any dish. Mealmaker makes a delicious 
variety of vegetarian and non-vegetarian dishes — 
and sweets, too. Look for the recipe leaflet in 
every pack. 
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+ Mealmaker 
for great-tasting nourishment. 
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| . НМУ Fiesta Popular. 
Its India’s largestselling record player. 


qu 
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When we put the Fiesta models. We built in a music to more people...and, 
| Popular in the market, powerful wide- before we knew it, it had 
i we hoped to put music frequency range ampli- become the 
within the reach of as fier and a place-it- largest selling 
many homes as possible. anywhere, lid-. record player in 
We gave it everything mounted, the country ! Today, 
music lovers would want matching there are 3,00,000 
in a compact, sturdy set. speaker. A Fiesta homes spread all 
Starting with a very tone control over India. You can be 
reasonable price tag! . for fine adjust- sure there’s an HMV Fiesta 
For both AC and Battery ment of bass playing somewhere 
and treble sounds. A right now. 


eae грн! 3-speed turntable to 
i RO play all types of records. 
All this because we 


Popular, Calypso and 

Popstar record players; 
wanted the Fiesta d His Masters Vi 
Popular to take more LÊ The future is soun 


a 


Safari and Swinger 
radiograms; Tenor cassette 
recorder and Consort Il radio 
cassette recorder. 


— (A! 


cord 
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I With Dulux you might want a fresh colour-scheme 


: ^ o 
ES before you need a fresh coat of paint 
| HE | So when you choose your Dulux shade, remember 
8 it’s along-term investment. 
E | | Everyone knows ша Dulux ^ What happened is interesting. 
H. E outiasts other paints, but very Th i 
| [ j few people know that there's an yp К үш stood 
i= Р actual proof behind this belief. оғ the tester without any damage 
| н | In the ACCI Paints to the paint film. The surfaces 
| Laboratory, Dulux’s wear- of the boards painted with the 


I resistance was tested against other three brands began to 
H that of three other brands by an Wear out long before Dulux's 
instrument called a Wet Abrasion record was met. Proof that 


О; 


Tester. Electrically operated, Dulux can take more wear and | 
this tester works at a speed of tear than other paints—to last CR Рб: 

P | 40 strokes per minute, moving a longer in your home. Mese | 
Е wet sponge back and forth over So pick the shades you like | 1 l 
E : a painted surface to test how from Dulux’s wide range of Ө | 

Jong it takes for the paint to colours—and enjoy their freshness Б. | 
wear out. for years. < Н 


ш>. 


©ришх paints. Now and for years ahead 
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*DULUX'—made and marketed in India by The Alkali and Chemical Corporation of India Limited. 


: ^| | The ICI roundel and ‘Dulux’ are registered trade marks of Imperial Chemical Industries, Lid., London. Licensed users : The Alkali and Chemical Corporation of India Limited: 
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VOLUME 7 

ISSUE 18 

RUPEE ONE 

AN ANANDA BAZAR PUBLICATION 


SORRY, AGAIN ! i| 


Once gum Ade slipped behind our schedules, due 
to a large number of reasons. As one reader point 

out, SUNDAY first became ‘Any Day and now it d 
tending lo become ‘Any Week’. Our apologies, and we 
can only hope that you treat us with the same kindness 
you have shown in: the past, the kindness and affection 


that has made your magazine the fastest growing weekly 
ory ‘ Ч 


in Indian publishing history, 

And we are happy to announce that we are actually on 
the point of solving the problem of. delays. We have 
started printing am edition from Madras: the copies which 
are sold im the South will now be printed in Madras and 
distribulled directly from there, instead of making the 
long and disjointed train journey from Howrah station to 
the hundreds of points on the map to which SUNDAY 
goes. We thought that this was the least we could do 
for our valued readers from the South. Due to the lon 
Puja holidays in Calcutta, we shall skip two issues ( dated 
September 23 and 30) but from this issue we hope to 
be back on schedule, trying our level best to keep you 
well-informed about the fascinating things that happen 
im our country. We particularly promise you extensive 
and detailed election coverage: we will be sending our 
reporters to every nook and corner of the country, întu 
the superstar constituencies and ordmary contests; we 
will probe the minds of leaders and try our best to expose 
dishonesty and corruption where we find it. : 

We hope you.enjoy reading your magazine during the 
exciting months that are ahead. We would welcome sug- 
gestions from you on what you would like to know 
particular, We hope that the SUNDAY family will con- 
tinue lio grow—and at the same pace. —Editor 


1 


P. N. Balasubramaniam—tndustrialist, fighter pilot, 
political operator and onetime friend of Kantilal Desai 
and Suresh Kumar—is nobody's fall guy. He came 
under a cloud when the income tax people raided 
h.s Delhi house in June. The mystery deepened 
when he jumped bail and fled to Europe. Then 
confounding everybody he has come back, 
reportedly escorted by PLO agents for security. 

All the details of this amazing case, along wih a 
transcript of his confession to the polica. 


How ‘are various political 
Parties preparing them- 
selves for the elections ? 
Starting this week, a 
new section "Electlon 
Specials" shall cover ali 
events, issues. and 
personalities connected 
with the electioneering 
that has already begun 
t. all over the country. 
€! This week: the Bangalore 
' AICC session; fallout of 
| Oct 2 and what 
happened when 
| Mrs Gandh| went to 
' Tirupathi. 


SUNDAY in the past has called the bluff of the 

Sai Baba's supernatural powers by having a leading 
magician equal him in his little off-the-cuff miracles. 
Now a long review of a book by a thoroughly 
disillusioned former disciple who got too close to 
the godman for comfort—spiritual or temporal. 


October 7, 1 979 
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Nature's secret discovered! 


d 


ES 


the fairness cream _ 


makesyou - 


noticeably fairer 
in Natures own gentle way. 


Fair & Lovely contains a unique 
` ingredient that works within 
- your skin to reverse the process 
of darkening—naturally, gently,. 
safely. It thus fnakes you 
noticeably fairer in 6 weeks of 
daily use. 


| _ GRühédirey-Megntevstitindi __ 
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The ultimate gambler 


KESE VARMA in his cover story 
on “The gamblers” (August 26) 
apparently forgot to mention the 
fourth gambler who is very much in 
the running. He is none other than 
President Sanjeeva Reddy. After all, 
the post of a Prime Minister is one 
step ahead of the Presidency. Reddy's 
actions and modus operandi should 
not surprise anyone because it is only 
natural to aspire for the best. It 
would also be worthwhile to investi- 
gate why our President was so soft 
towards Charan Singh and company. 
M. N. Bhide, Pune. 


KEWAL VARMA's story reminds us 
of the evil forces operating in the co- 
untry today, SUNDAY is certainly an 
excellent medium for  popularising 
secularism, socialism and democracy. 
I fully endorse the idea of a grand 
alliance led by Charan Singh against 
the anti-democratic and communal 


What thief ? 


ARE amused to read an item 
Published in SUNDAY (August 

$) titled "Sheikh's servant helps 
himself” by G. S. Kartha from 
Trivandrum. We would liké to. point 
out that the information you pub. 
lished does not make a news itsm and 
it obviously induces a lay reader to 
believe that Ummer stole valuable 
jewels from the Sheikh’s palaces, 
Your journal's “verdict” is wholly 
unwarranted and strictly speaking, 
the report amounts to contempt of 
court. The magazne can also be pro- 
secuted for defamation. Two courts 
in Kerala, namely, the Second Class 
Judicial ate's Court, Trichur 
and the High Court of Kerala exercise 
jurisdiction over the alleged crime. 
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political lobby. Pro-Janata (S) leaders 
could well emerge as our next rulers. 
We can.trust the Indian electorate 
to vote for the right people in the 
forthcoming midternf poll However. 
Indian voters have sometimes proved 
elusive to professional commentators 
and political pundits, But the people's 
verdict has been firm both in 1971 
and 1977. The people of India will 
watch the results of the next elec- 
tions with great interest. 

Amar Nalh Keshri, Danapore 


YOU have rightly observed that the 
alliance of Janata (S) and other 
smaller Parties is only a shade less 
despotic than the original Janata. It 
is to be seen whether they can sweep 
‘the coming elections, which to me 
appears frankly quite imposible. Even 
if the Janata (S) comes to power it 
is very unlikely that they would work 
unitedly for the nation's good. Going 
through your intelligent pre-poll ass- 
essment, I am compelled to think that 
SUNDAY could well become an 
adviser to the caretaker Government. 
Arun Kumar Khattri, Varanasi. 


THE cover story is a grim reminder 
that the fortunes of our country are 
in the hands of unscrupulous politi- 
cal elements lusting for power. The 
men with dices are surely jeopardis- 
ing democracy, as you have pointed 
out. These slapstick developments in 
New Delhi and other regional centres 
of power reminded me of two movies; 
Gambler in Hindi-starring Dev Anand 
and The Gambler, an English film of 
the Sixties. Like the movies, the 
Indian political gamblers did provide 
some entertainment and comic relief 
but viewed in retrospect, the films 
and the politicians wasted the preci- 
ous time of millions of Indians to 
line their own pockets. 

Rehana Huq, Jamshedpur. 


APROPOS of M. J. Akbar's interview 
with Charan Singh, "I was driven to 
the wall" (August 26), the Chaudhury 


The writing, whether you call it a 
commentary, article or anything else, 
has violated the standard ethics of 
journalism, not to mention the scant 
regard shown to our judiciary and 


our laws. 


But as counsel for Ummer in 
habeas corpus proceedings before the 
High Court of Kerala and another 
writ petition before the same court 
to quash the prosecution, we had 
interviewed Ummer inside the jail on 
two occasions. He revealed a num- 
ber of facts which we are legally 
bound not to divulge. The truth will 


be duly revealed only in the course. 


of a properly constituted judicial 
enquiry, For reasons of propriety 
and legal restraint we do not propose 
to detail the circumstances in which 
e valuable jewels of the Sheikh 
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now. blames the Jana Sangh for oust- 
ing him from the Janata Phrt The 
aing PM however conveniently for- 
got that it was the Jana Sangh which 
ста upon Morarji Desai to 
ring him back into the Cabinet. Had 
Vajpayée not insisted оп Charan 
Singh’s return, the Janata Party 
would not have been bifurcated. thus 
(possibly) paving the way for Mrs | 
Gandhi's return. 
Maharaj К. Koul, Ѕгтадаг. 


IN THE interview, Charan Singh re- 
fers to Raj Narain. as "Raj Narainji" 
but calls the Loknayak simply Jaya 
Prakash Narayan. This shows e 
man's wrong order of priorities," On 
the whole the .Doliticians of oür 
country. have given a very poor 
account of themselves, The money 
collected from the poor kisans, hari- 
jans and minorities only keeps their __ 
airconditioned cars in running con- - 
dition. 

Zahur Ahmed, Jammu. 


YOUR assessment of the political 
situation in the cover stor} is pre- 
judiced and smacks of ignorance. J 
hadn't expected such a lopsided re- 
view from you. Tn your blind praise 
of the Janata (S) you conveniently 
forget that this is a Party of oppor- 
tunists and defectors, Why did Mr 
Charan Singh wait to submit his re- 
signation until Morarji resigned? 
The role played by Charan Singh in 
UP politics, his promises and assu- 
rances to Muslims before he became 
Chief Minister and what he did after 
comine to power all need to be pro- 


You have deliberately underplayed 
the Congress (1)'5 popularity. Most 
of the Congressmen have now joined 
the Congress (I) and they are uot 
doing it to get election tickets alone. 
All Indians have now realised for 
ГЕ ечен that m n Xu indie 

an who can .rule country. 
Javaid Asrar, Karimgunj. 


«ound their way to India. 


All the same, we are anxious to 
inform your readers through these 
columns that in the hot pursuit for 
recovery of the "treasure jewels” of 
the Sheikh, the Central Government 
has overleoked all legal procedures 
and created an impression in the 
minds of general public that our laws 
could be bent to suit expediency of 
a particular situation as the execu: 
tive may dictate. 


On the basis of the allegation _ 
against him in court Ummer is 
‘fugitive criminal" (offender commi 
ting a crime in a foreign state & 
escaping to his home count 
the Central Government sho 


vene to give ‘Clase 


before a 1 
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lackersey bridges the gen 


Thackersey creates fashion fabrics for the whole family. Famous since 1873 for their superfine cottons. And the 
first to introduce Polyester Blends. An infinitely delightful range of prints, colours and textures in voiles, linos, 
cambrics, poplins, two x two, dhotis, jacquards, furnishing, CRONOLIZED (pre-shrunk) and TEBILIZED (for tested 
crease resistance) cottons. And polyester blended suitings, shirtings, dress materials and sarees. 


HINDOOSTAN SPG. 8 WVG. MILLS LTD. 


symbol ofa rich textile tradition 


Dattaram HM 14 


CC-0. In Public Domain. UP State Museum, Hazratganj. Lucknow 


D 
19 
can | 
lic C 
solin 
to tk 
do. 

nal ` 
Cath 
them 
nal . 
signe 
Gern 
is n 
the ‹ 
Chur 
from 
the ` 
a Cc 
publi 
exter 
beha 
Nazis 


—— 


A 


Digitized by Sarayu Foundation Trust, Delhi and eGangotri — VOTE 


trate under Section 188 of the Code 
of Criminal Procedure. The Magis- 
trate can then hold an enquiry under 
the Extradition Act and send a re- 
port to the Central Government re- 
cording whether a prima facie case 
is made out or not against the fugi- 
tive criminal and then the Central 
Government can decide whether the 
criminal has to be extradited or not. 
Since there is no extradition treaty 
existing between India and the UAE 
as on the date of the alleged crime, 
extradition is impossible. What is 
possible is only a trial in the home 
state invoking extraterritorial juris- 
diction under Section 4 of the Indian 
Penal Code. It is only during the 
course of.such a Magisterial enquiry 
that the question of releasing such 


Here's some help 


B HIS reply to my letter (August, 
19) J. M. Menezes asks me if I 
can deny that "because of the Catho- 
lic Church's condoning attitude, Mus- 
solini and Hitler could send millions 
to their deaths.” Yes, I can—and I 
do. Under the leadership of Cardi- 
nal Von Faulhaber, many German 
Catholics resisted Hitler, some of 
them with their lives, True, Cardi- 
nal Pacelli, the future Pius ХП, 
signed а Concordat with Nazi 
Germany in 1933, but a Concordat 
is not an act of condonation. On 
the contrary, it is an attempt by the 
Church to wring a few concessions 
from a tyrannical government. Thus 
the Vatican has never had to make 
a Concordat with India. Recently 
published documents reveal the full 
extent of the Vatican’s efforts on 
behalf of Jews and other victims of 
Nazism during the war years. The 
rest is rumqur and innuendo. But 
that should not deter Mr Menezes 
from making further accusations. 
As a Catholic priest I am naturally 
distressed that even a non-practising 
Catholic (whatever that is!) should 
attack the Church of his fathers. As 
a. teacher I am annoyed that he 
should do it so badly. I would sug- 
gest that in future Mr. Menezes 
stick to verifiable facts and avoid 
sweeping, unsubstantiated generali- 
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articles can arise. 

What baffles one ís why the Cen- 
tral Governmept has bypassed these 
Procedures established by law and 
permitted the Sheikh to take away 
the. articles. Has the Sheikh, simply 
because thousands of Indians are 
employed in his country, held ‘our 
laws to ransom? For the folly of 
one man should the Sheikh terrorise 
thousands of innocent Indians and 
on that account should the Central 
Government prostrate. before the 
Sheikh ? Our diplomats and execu- 
tives have reduced the dignity of our 
nation. Behind the undue haste 
shown by the executive to return the 
articles, violating all established pro- 
cedures, there is something more 
O. O. Mathew, Advocate, Cochin 


sations, such as that contained in his 
allegation that the Church condoned 
the crimes of Hitler and Mussolini. 
Also, may I recommend the In- 
quisition as a source of future 
material? He will find it a goldmine. 
It. has been somewhat overworked 
but can still yield a few choice nug- 
gets to a diligent searcher. And he 
won't have to invent anything. 

Mr. Menezes is scandalised that a 
Catholic religious ‘order should 
advertise in Hliayboy magazine. I 
must confess that I am a bit baffled 
myself. But perhaps they were think- 
ing of Him who said, “I did not 
come to call the just, but sinners.” 

As for bad popes, I am afraid that 
Mr. Menezes will have to abandon 
Leo III. He had much more to his 
credit than the crowning of Charle- 
magne. As alternatives I suggest 
John XII and Benedict IX, a couple 
of real bounders from the 10th and 
lith centuries. Indeed the whole 
century from 950 to 1050 will provide 
dozens of juicy scandals to throw at 
us. Of course it was a long time ago, 
but never mind, mud is mud. 

Finally, I must add that while 
reading Mr. Menezes’s . strictures 
against the Catholic Church, I was 
reminded of what Gandhiji said 
about Katherine Mayo's description 
of Hinduism: “A drain inspector's 
report." У 
J- W. Whelan, S. J. Darjeeling 


Mannerly Minister 


REFER to the article “Uncivil 
Ministers and civil servants" 
(August 12). The whole paragraph on 
Pawan Dewan, the Minister for Jails, 
Madhya Pradesh, has been written 
with malice and political motivation. 


I would like to clarify the following ` 


points. Few students wanted to meet 
the Jail Minister at about 2 pm, 
when the Minister was taking rest. 
So I asked them to come in the even- 
ing. They got angry and went away. 
Later on, they complained to Mr 
Dewan and he was furious with me 
because I had not allowed them to 
meet him. But he did not ask them 


to beat me up. After all, Mr Dewan 2 


15`а human being. When he came to 
know about the high prices he may 
have asked the people “0 raise their 
voice against rising prices. What is 
wrong in that? The third incident 
took place in Raipur. Mr Dewan was 
on a mass-contact tour. The admi- 
nistrator had been ordered to_be 
resent during Mr Dewan's tour. But 
fe preferred to be present elsewhere, 
neglecting the Minister, causing irra- 
tation and inconvenience to the 
people who were meeting the Мі: 
nister with their grievances. Several 
complaints were pending against tho 
administrator, and the citizens of 
Raipur know abou’ “hci. Thus the 
Minister was icc with no option’ but 
to отат the suspension of the 
oficial od the recommendation of ‘a 


Hindu rashtra 


Е "Is Babuji selling out?" (August 
9) Kewal Varma remarks : "The 
RSS people pointed ent that they 
believed in a Hindu rashtra, not a 
Hindu state. We are sure that Mr 
Chandrashekhar and Mr Surendra 
Mohan understood the. difference 
between a Hindu state and a Hindu 
rashtra; nobody else does.” Let me 
explain; In the: USA, the Constitution | 
does not establish Christianity as an 
official religion, so the USA is not. a 
Christian state. Yet in one of its 
pronouncements, the US Supreme 
Court has said: “We are a Christian 
nation”. The Constitution of Turkey 
declares it to be a secular state. Yet, 
Turkey considers itself a Muslim 
nation and participates in conferences 
of Muslim countries, There аге. 
thus many countries whose con- 
stitutions do not align themselves 
with Islam or Christianity, and yet 
these countries call themselves 
Muslim or Christian nations, The 
reason is obvious. __ 

V. P. Luthera, Delhi. 


RSS's unruly friends 


ASROOR AHMED’s etter _ 

(Opinion, August 26) was really 
surprising. Mr Ahmed’s attempt .to 
whitewash the activities of the 
Jamaate-Islamí is really condemn- 
able. Has he forgotten that in his 
own State the so-called ‘ideological 
organisation’ hosted a banquet, and 
gave gifts to the RSS chief shortly 
before- outbreak of the Jamshedpur 
tiots? It may also be pointed out 
that the Jamaate-Islami sent an ex- 
tremely rude and insuking letter to 
the editor of a prominent Urdu daily 
of Bihar while he was engaged in 
relief. work in Jamshedpur. The 
Jamaat also sought to cover up the 
killings, even going so far as to.say 
that the massacre of women and 
children in the minibus which was 
set ablaze by an RSS mob was only 
an accident. It is a shame that 
educated Muslims continue to support 
a fascist organisation 
Syed Reza A. Sami. Patna. 


local MLA, Mr Ramesh Verlayani. 
Bhagwandhar, Personal Assistant 


, Minister for Jails, Madhya Pradesh. 


I HAVE met several Ministers and 
a couple of Prime Ministers, Most 
of them have been arrogant, proud, 
rude and stubborn. It is not so with 
Mr Pawan Dewan, the Jail Minister 
of Madhya Pradesh, In fact, he isa 
Minister with a golden heart, i have 
had several sittings with him. Any- 
one can meet him any time, unhke 
other Ministers. Mr Dewan listens 
patiently to everybody's complaints 
and takes immediate action. Не 
himself phones up the concerned 
Minister or official and in addition, 
gives a letter. ban 
Thomas Titus, Editor, MOD, Biopat 
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N Balasubramaniam, the 
former Chairman of 
Barium Chemicals Ltd, 
who has received a lot 
3 of publicity due to his 
sensational allegations against the 
sons of two VViPs—former Prime 

Minister Morarji Desai and former 

Defence Minister Jagjivan Ram—is 

a man with wide national and inter- 

National contacts, both commercial as 

well as political. While һе has him- 

self shed some light on his close con- 
nections with Kantilal Desai, not 
many people know that  Balasubra- 
maniam was once very close to Mr. 

Krishna Menon, a former Defence 

Minister of India. Besides Мг. 
Menon, Balasubramaniam was a close 
friend of such important people as 
Nityanand Kanungo, the late Mr. 
Raghuramaiah, two other former 
Union Cabinet Ministers. There was 
always at least one Union Cabinet 
Minister on whom Mr. Balasubrama- 
niam could rely for support. 

. Many are now trying to shy away 

from Mr. Balasubramaniam. But he 
has friends in almost all political 
Parties, be it CPI, CPI(M) DMK, 
AIADMK, Congress, ^ Congress(I), 
Janata ог Janata(S). Among the 
present day politicians, he had had 
close relations at one time or the 
other with Dr. Channa Reddy, Chief 
Minister of Andhra Pradesh, Mr. 
Vengal Rao, former Chief Minister 
of Andhra Pradesh, and Mr. Brahma- 
nand Reddy, former Home Minister 
іп Mrs Indira Gandhi's. Government 
and the present Industries Minister. 
Mr. P. Ramamoorthy of the CPI(M), 
Mr. Rajaram of the AIADMK, Mr. 
Rajashekhar Reddy of the CPI аге 
old political acquaintances 


friendship with 


P. ЇЧ. Balasubramaniam who can 
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Д Q.P.MALHOTRA and 
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filed reports upon which 

4 the following series of 
OX stories are based 


vities is a matter of speculation, it is 


Balasubramaniam also struck up a a fact that he was tipping off anti- 
Amteshwar Desai leaders about the activities of 
of Sanjay Kantilal Desai, particularly where he 
one source, stood to gain: monetarily. Kalyanama 
Sanjay Gandhi’s mother-in-law useda who is staying in the USA now has, 
frustrated friend of Balasubramani- in a communication to Blitz (Septem: 
am, V. Kalyanam, to expose the other ber 15) claimed credit for predicting 
Prime Minister's son, Kantilal Desai, that the trust the people of India had 
when the Janata Government started placed in the Janata Party under the 
troubling Sanjay Gandhi. 


leadership of  Morarji Desai was 


behind misplaced. Kalyanam says, “I had 
antiJanata Party acti- predicted this in a circular on Janu- 


The ez-Priz.z Minister, Morarje Desai (second from left), Каті Desai 
(third from right), Sharada Mukherjee, Governor of Andhra Pradesh with. 
be seen behind and between Morarji < 
Desai and Sharada Mukherjee. This photograph was taken $n Balasubra- 


nianiam's factory in Andhra Pradesh 
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ary 30, 1978 meant for all members 
of Parliament. Advance copies were 
sent to Mrs Gandhi, Charan Singh, 
Jayaprakash Narayan, and a dozen 
other important personages,” 
Whether Kalyanam exposed Kanti- 
lal Desai’s activities to — Morarji's 
opponents on his own, on Mrs 
Anand’s suggestion or Balasubra- 
maniam's direction remainsto Бе de. 
termined but the fact is thathe was 
very close to Bala and almost depend- 
ed on him for his livelihood at one 
time. What is.very strange, how. 
ever, is that while Bala, who had 
jumped bail to go to Europe after 
the raids on his residential and busi. 
ness premises on June 4; 1979, decid- 
ed to return to India after Chaudhury 
Charan Singh came to power and 
reveal the whole truth to an investi- 
gating agency regarding all the deals 
in which Kantilal Desai and Suresh 
Kumar (Jagjivan Ram’s son) and 
other reosived foreign money, Kalya- 
nam who is supposed to have tipped 
off Charan Singh about -Kantilal 
Desai’s affairs has decided to stay on 
in the USA. From there he is firing 
off communications condemning all 
politicians for the present ills of 
India. Had he only done that he 
would not have aroused suspicion. 
But after playing the character as- 
sasination game he began issuing 
good-conduct certificates to the CIA 
and foneign powers. The following 
sentence from  Kalyanam's letter 
published in Blatz is significant. “For 
all the ills India is undergoing today, 
the politicians right from Prime 
Minister down are responsible not 
the CIA, not the foreign powers..." 


A few things are, however, known 
about Mr. Balasubramaniam's inter- 
national dealings as well One, he 
was among the first dozen or at best 
two dozen businessmen in India who 
established strong business rela- 
tions with socialist countries. Bala: 
subramaniam was the sole agent of 
a Moscow based firm selling medi- 
cines and surgical instruments to 
foreign countries. He was also ex- 
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Balasubramaniam performing puja ES 


Porting goods to the Soviet Union 
and other socialist countries. Bala 
was also dealing with a Czech. firm 
and was instrumental in establishing 
a factory producing motorcycles 
with Czech collaboration. Mr. Bala- 
Subramaniam can of course argue 
that.as a businessman he was not 
dealing with Russians and Czechs 
alone. He also had successful busi- 
ness -collaborations with British, 
German, French and Japanese firms. 
(One could add to this list some Arab 
countries. as well) The picture 
would, however, be incomplete with- 
out mentioning the Israeli connec- 
tion of Balasubramaniam through his 
one-time friend Kantilal Desai. 


Ic meUUMC MM MC Ó! 
Balasubramaniam (extreme left) with Eisenberg, chairman of Consolidated 


Packers, Israel 
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In his letter to the Prime Minister, 
Bala has alleged that Kantilal- Desai 
had connections with an Israeli busi- 
ness firm, Consolidated Packers. In 
one of his statements Mr. Balasubra- 
maniam has also alleged that he had 
received Rs. 30 lakhs from that 
source in foreign currencies in 
Geneva. “The amount”, according 
to Mr. Balasubramaniam, “was paid 
to me by a partner of Kantilal Desai, 
Mr. Israel, one of the proprietors of — 
Consolidated Packers, one of the 
richest men in Europe who was. the 
official agent of the Israeli Govern- 
ment (and had) most probably a coy- 
er organisation of CIA." 

Balasubra- 


Another aspect of _ 5 
maniam's international links is ех 
posed by yet another. fact. After 
jumping bail in June when he went 
to Europe and after coolly rethink- 
ing. his connections with Kantibhai . 
he reported to his counsel Mr. Garg 
that he would come back to India 
“whenever the court wants me,” he 
found himself being threatened by 
some Israeli agents. He thereupon 
decided to return to India. Accord: 
ing to one report he came via Nepal 
escorted by PLO volunteers. 

The fact that Mr. Balasubrama- 
niam was very friendly with the late 
Krishna Menon, known for his anti- 
Americanism and leftist views, and 
that he is being defended in law 
courts by his able counsel R. К. Garg, _ 
also a Known Commmnnist, are indica- 
tive. of Mr. Balasubramaniam’s leftist 
associations. : 

There is no doubt that Balasubra- 
maniam is In possession of such in- 
formation and evidence which would 
prove fata! not only for some poli 
clans, but bureaucrats anc 
men as well, 
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IB i i m him to procure a ticket of any рор 
ТЕ i @ nm t tical Party, in the first General Elen 
A | { ci e Ё tion, Bala contested the Krishnagir Alth 
mE ' Lok Sabha seat as an Independent Vern 
| | È { : h : p M ins Rs in POliticg ШЕ 
{ i 2 itv that is rought him ack to business, ; in t 
in | | A profile of the colourful personality which his efforts were amply гема top. 
fo P. N. Balasubramaniam ed. During 1954 and 1957, Вар ей 
DIEM j became a proprietor of Trans-Worlq m 
JI | a sycophant of Kanti Desai. Though аасы Ше VM EU n India hack 
t4 1 { he is interested. in business as well for dealing iA bulle port, Mos. the 
i 1 i as in politics, he is not one who СО: ОЦ са 2e in bu Sues patent the 
PRIME (34 hangs around politicians to make Si Tt C daly. ie Raa instruments, crat: 
Г most of the opportunities which unn Rees y he had several other were 
EM come to him. -Nor is he the kind of general agencies, including the sole his | 
i а g n : agency in India for Motokov, a C imi 
я { politician who depends on business f : t hi ` » а Czech limit 
" E houses for his personal and political û В cd nership with Ideal Mo- Limi 
S needs. Anyone who has met Bala 01% Bombay, for dealing in Jawa and 
1 | and observed him for some time Motorcycles. Bala, now a mine- posil 
xo E from close quarters should not treat LEER an ET and importer and pers 
mu E him lightly when he promises to tell F sole selling agent of severa] offic 
HEN the whole truth before “ап аррго foreign products decided to launch mer 
ў H x priate machinery of investigation himself in industry as well. He the. 
UH | зу» TET "- : btained an industrial li pany 
| a { and enquiry.” It is certain Bala wil © cence in the 
HD tell the truth of his shady deals at Rawe of Ideal Motors for the manu- шас 
i i a an appropriate time. Some striking ое of motora a Es helped in or 
i i Ё features of Bala's colourful life and 8018 up a plant in Mysore for the day 
i | career are detailed below. manufacture of Jawa | motorcycles, sdi 
Я | Born on April 15, 1924, in a Brah- From 1957 to 1961 his business acti- arhe 
H a min family of Tiruvannamalai, in the ities expanded ^ further and Bala the | 
iT | North Arcot district of Tamil Nadu, Managed industrial licences for two ICS 
tT | Bala was interested in politics when оеро > Barium Chemicals ica 
". i he was a student. He took part in 22 ectric Portable Tools. Bala won 
i E the activities of the All India Stu. Who had travelled all over Europe to B 
E dents Federation and was its vice.  COncluded the preliminaries for set- vear 
1 president for South India, when ЧЛЕ up the above plants including port 
Ansar Harvani, a former MP, was maring arrangements for foreign howe 
its All India president. Bala also Collaboration, finanoe, etc. into 
was president of. the Students’ Union Bala is a godfearing man and tra J 
of Salem, from where he did his Whenever he makes money as a re gal | 
graduation. The intrepid young Bala sult of successful business deals, he tho ( 
wanted to do something striking and becomes more religious and turns to the a 
adventurous in his life. Тһе war Worshipping his gurus. His house in ded 
was on and it had offered opportuni- New Delhi 5 to which access is not e 
ties to many а spirited young man to ёаѕу for a journalist, has a room for Mr 1 
make a good career. Bala was at- Pujas. Bala lives in that room. One - abe 
tracted by flying and decided to be- Of Bala's gurus, the 155-year-old, work 
come a pilot. He joined the Indian Baba Atmanand Saraswati, has or- throu 
{ Air Force in 1942 and was soon com- dained that Bala should retire into a agair 
| М | missioned as а combat pilot. А life of sexual abstinence — which is 
Flight Lieutenant now, Bala was on Why no woman is allowed to enter Af 
H. : administrative duties and special as- his room. Seeking the advice and e 
| А. Ded signments for the Indian Air Force blessings of sages and sanyasis is à E AU 
| а = 2 ! both in India and abroad till March fad with Bala. His houses in Madras rS 
j Р. N. Balasubramaniam performing - 1947. From a combat pilot and off. and other places in Andhra Pradesh bis 1 
j puja, The woman behind him (in сег in the IAF he became a senior +00, have sacred places for worship. an 
i short hair) is Maneka Gandhis с officer in the department of civil Не is fond of holding religious cere had 
1 younger sister aviation, Government of India, in Monies and businessmen as well 2, Ва 
ү : - April 1947. / This was a stepping politicians flock -to his house on 4 his ? 
-l | stone for Bala but it did not sustain asions, Link 
f ii N.BALASUBRAMANIAM his interest for long. He resigned in Bala’s respect for religion and reli- | good 
(BÓ. pho prefers to call him- April 1950, ‘gious people has, however, not | in th 
se a technical-financial After leaving the cosy and com- stopped him from leading a colourful ~ and | 
À шаш 15 a very fortable Government job Bala tried to life in the past. Bala can boast 05 _ Senio 
j was a SENA Ri de personality. He renounce worldly comforts and be- beautiful friends, including ladies | form 
; HR OS S 1А pre-Indepen- come: a sanyasi But soon on the from many of the world's glamorous і Sabh 
; Indian А TE со at pilot їп thé advice of a guru’ һе took to a more capitals — London, Paris, Prague | dod 
Í Wola War atean the Second adventurous lite — of business com- Bonn and New York. Living alone | 6098 
nistiator dn (m cm cian and admi- bined with politics. Не founded a now (having divorced his wife some i eae 
a business executive ип ехрогіег, firm called Balan and Rao, which 15 years ago who had borne him 4$ mens 
successful public oleae „f owned mines of mica, iron ore, bary- son, Ravi and a daughter Ranjeetha) tally 
j ador and onnen on eE Pe eda tes, kyanite and gold. This firm had Bala does not hide the fact that he | Bari 
! Mod КҮЛЕ бурга private its offices throughout India and in Has had many female friends WHO | battle 
led As t life ande ea has leading cities abroad. ‘With money frequented his house. His photo i Waiti 
e pM à ld He is als avelled all already flowing in from the import albums are full of colour and black - atin 
| over the wor d zs ud D E man of and export businesses as well as  and-white photographs of many pam 1 efer 
| religion — T gran h to call hiny mining, Bala began to forge political ties thrown by Bala in India адс = is av 
| (politician, if you hei ee m links. Since many of his compatriots abroad. Some also show his children: о . will ı 
It is true Bala (as he is known) d of the student movement days were What makes Bala an interesting cha, 1 lawye 
come into prominence | recently be- already in national and State politics, racter is his methodical manner a | thing 
cause of his connection with Mr Bala did not have much difficulty in doing business, which he plans to the | quiet, 
$ Kantilal Desai, ex-Prime Minister establishing contacts with political last detail Не һаз а way of J 
2B  Morarji Desai’s son. But Bala is not leaders. Though that did not help oroaching higher-ups and using the і 
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Although he resigned from his Go- 
vernment job in 1950, he realised 
that no businessman could succeed 
in this country unless he had some 
top bureaucrats on his side. To get 
their support опе needs to enter 
their circle. Bala did this by making 
friends with some former ICS шеп 
back in the Fifties and when he got 
the opportunity he demonstrated to 
the business community and bureau- 
crats that the country’s best brains 
were with him. The Sixties were 
his heyday when he floated a public 
limited company, Barium Chemicals 
Limited, and became its 
and managing director. He held that 
position till November 1973. Bala 
persuaded a number of former ICS 
officers — like V. P. Menon, the for- 
mer Home Secretary — to serve on 
the . board of directors of that com: 
pany. So jealous was T. T. Krishna- 
machari, another Tamil Brahmin, 
with the announcement of the names 
of the board of directors that on the 
day the company's shares were offer- 
ed for public issue, TTK wrote an 
article in a leading daily describing 
the board as a “Pinjrapole of former 
ICS officers". Bala was later involved 
in a legal battle with TTK which he 
won. His new company, according 
to Bala's estimates, saved £450,000 a 
vear for the country by way of im- 
port substitution. The company, 
however, brought Bala once again 
into politics. He joined the Swatan- 
tra Party and contested the Waran- 
gal Lok Sabha seat, a stronghold of 
the Communist Party, and lost it only 
by a narrow margin. Though he lost 
the election he had by that time 
developed friendships with politicians 
and their families, including that of 
Mr Morarji Desai. Bala has des- 
cribed how he slowly but surely 
worked his way into Mr Desai’s circle 
through Kantibhai, during his battle 
against TTK. 


After over two decades of ascend- 
ancy in 1973, Bala sold Barium 
Chemicals Ltd. to the Sahu-Jains, 
an act that started a period of de- 
pression in his life. He lost a lot of 
his money in speculative ventures 
and for the next two to three years 
had to undergo hardship. 

Bala is now leading a quiet life in 
his New Delhi house at 186, Golf 
Links. He has not been keeping 
good health and has left his defence 
in the court cases to his experienced 
and able counsel Mr R. K. Garg, a 
Senior Supreme Court lawyer and 
former legislator of the UP  Vidhan 
Sabha. Mr Garg normally refuses 
to appear as a counsel to defend tax 
dodgers or violators of the Foreign 
Exchange regulations but has taken 
up Bala’s case because of its im- 
mense political importanos. Inciden- 
tally Mr Garg had appeared for 
Barium Chemicals Ltd in the legal 
battle against Т. T. Krishnamachari. 
Waiting to depose before an investi- 
ating agency in connection with the 
efence deals and other cases, Bala 
is avoiding journalists, He says, he 
will not speak to the Press because 
lawyers don’t want him to say any: 
thing. However, he has not kept 
quiet. Recently, when Defence Mi: 


chairman . 


P. N. Balasubramaniam with Baba Hathayogi 


nister, C.. Subramaniam, discounted 
the possibility of payoffs in the Jagu- 
ar deals, Bala sent him a letter 
pointing out, *your defence of your 
predecessor and of the Jaguar Com- 
pany can cause considerable harm 
to the nation as was done by your 


decision to devalue the rupee in 
1960"  Bala's letter received publi- 
city in some newspapers and later 
the Defence Minister changed his 
stand and said action would be 
taken if evidence of payoffs in the 
Jaguar deal was discovered. 


'| was being used as 
aninnocent pawn’ 


Transcript of P. N. Balasubramaniam's taped confession 


HAD a meeting with the 
Prime Minister of India 
at 2 p.m. on the 6th of 
June, at his office in South 
‘Block at Delhi. The meet- 
arranged by his son Shri 
Kantilal Desai. I was told that the 
Prime Minister generally does not 
take any action unless matters are 
given to him in writing, and I was 
advised to take whatever I wanted to 
say in writing; so that aotion could 
be taken. So, before I went for the 
meeting, L took the contempt peti- 
tion. 
the letter addressed to the Secretary, 
Home Affairs asking for permission 
to prosecute the officers against whom 
I had filed an FIR for theft and other 
criminal offences. I had also typed 
a note about the implications of 
what I was going to say, particularly 
the raid that took place at my re 
sidence at 186, Golf Links, New 
Delhi-3 on the afternoon of 4th June. 
In addition, I had also given in writ- 
ing another statement that was look- 
ed after by my lawyers. I was pre- 
pared to pay the price for my mis- 
takes, etc, The reason L went across 
to see him was because of a deep- 
laid conspiracy to unseat Mr Morarji 
Desai by his enemies, and the 
enemies of the country. I was being 
used as an innocent pawn in this 
high, powera intrigue game. A 
little bit of my background is necess- 
ary before I record what took place 


ing was 
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between me and Mr Desai at this 
meeting. Я 

І was the chairman and managing 
director of the Barium Chemicals 
Ltd. during the days of my battle 
with Shri T, T. Krishnamachari who 
was subsequently forced to resign 
because of the memorandum, sub- 
mitted to the President. A major 
portion of the battle had been fought 
by me, with the help of my friends. 
Mr Kantilal Desai, the son of Mr 
Morarji Desai, and myself became 
close friends, Of course we became 
friends on the precept that the 
enemy’s enemy is your friend! Later 
on, the very same selling agency of 
my company, the Barium Chemicals 
Ltd., for aspiring to which Shri T. T. 
Krishnamachari lost his job, was 
given to Mr Kantilal Desai’s com- 
pany, Bombay Industry and Chemical 
Company which is a family firm ot 
Shri Morarji Desai, his sons, daught- 
er-in-law and grandson Mr Moraril 
Desai had also invested in the firm, 
his money, family trust and also the 
money of his grandchildren, for 
whom he was an additional trustee. 
.We had а very satisfactory rela- 
tionship. They were given a com: 
mission of six per cent as their agency 
commission, got a ‘kickback’ of 
four per cent from them under the 
table. The arrangement 1 
well; it was a sellers’ mi 
there was no difficulty in 4 
goods, and of course | 
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that was available went to the 
benefit of selling agents. Again under 
the table, it was only because of the 
premium which was being paid to 
them under the table, that they were 
able to pay me back the ‘kick-back’, 
also under the table. In the year 
1973 symptoms of arterioclerosis app- 
eared and my health became bad. | 
was forced to sell the management of 
the Barium Chemicals Ltd. to the 
Sahu-Jains. Whatever compensation 
I got, I lost in speculative ventures 
and I became a penniless pauper 
literally starving for my day-to-day 
sustenance, for a period of two-three 
years. 


Throughout/ my life, I have been 
an anti-Congressman, I was a memb- 
er-of the Swatantra Party. I had 
contested the elections for the Parlia- 
ment in the year 1952 from the 
Krishnagiri Parliamentary constituen- 
cy and later again for the Parliament 
in the year 1967, from the Warangal 
Parliamentary constituency. On both 
occasions I lost by a very narrow 
margin. Throughout my life I had 
very. good political connections and 
contacts. Mine was a quasi-political- 
economic-business exercise. I never 
had any family worth mentioning or 
any emotional involvement. So I was 
able to devote all my time and con- 
centration to business, politics and 
other social activities. 


During the Emergency I was in an 
unfortunate predicament of doing no 
business at: all. My sympathy was 
with the Opposition. As a matter of 
fact,-when Morarji Desai went to the 
Maidan to address the crowd, Mr 
Kantilal Desai flew that very evening 
to Geneva. I had earlier in the 
morning learnt from some of my 
friends, that all the leaders were 
going to be arrested that evening. I 
conveyed that to Mr Kantilal Desai, 
who consulted his father and left by 
gine o'clock that evening, by Luf- 
thansa to Geneva. In his place, I took 
his father to the Ram Lila ground: 
and was with him, Т was woken 
up at four in the morning by Balram 

and was told that Morarji Desai 
(babuji) was arrested and was being 
taken away. By the time I rushed to 
the place, he was gone. So I had 
been present right through the drama 
of the Emergency and the arrest of 
the top leaders of the Opposition. I 
went to the Parliament Street, police 
station and learnt that Chandra- 
shekhar and other leaders were also 
arrested at that time. Anyway, I 
came back. I informed Shri Kantilat 
Desai’s wife that ‘Babuji’ had been 
arrested and that she should tele- 
phone her husband in Geneva. I did 
not want him to come back Mr 
Kantilal Desai had given his address 
in London as that of Mr Ram Narain 
Kapoor of the Ritz Group of Hotels 
as well as the telephone number. I 


rang up Mr Kapoor from my tele- 
phone at night and to ge 
in touch with Kanti, at Geneva, and 
inform him no 
hings were serio: 


ld him to get 


not to come back as 
дЫ vA In other words, 
h the family for over 
gh thick and thin, 
jness and otherwise, 
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and I was accepted as a part of the 
C months after the arrest of 
Mr Desai, Mr Kantilal came back 
after we got assurances from Mrs 
Gandhi that there would be no harm 
done to him. He used to visit my 
house regularly. Sometimes he used 
to stay with me at 186, Golf Links. 
In those days when he was treated 
by all business and social friends like 
a ‘pariah’, I used to boldly flaunt him 
as my friend, take him to the Club, 
take him out for lunches and dinn- 
ers. Sometimes I used to take both 
Kantilal and Tonpe out on Sundays 
to the clubs—whether it be_ the 
Defence Services Club or the Delhi 
Gymkhana Club, and. then tease 
Kanti; “Look at your friends, where 
are they?” 

In March 1977, when the Janata 
was swept into power, wiping out the 
Congress, I played a leading part 
along with Mr Kanti Desai and other 
political friends in ensuring that Shri 
Morarji Desai was elected the Prime 
Minister by the Panty, in preference 
to Mr Jagjivan Ram. As a matter of 
fact, for Jagjivan Ram, the Dabriwal 
brothers were paying two lakhs of 
rupees per Janata MP voting for Mr 
Jagjivan Ram. I came to know of 
it. At that time I met Mr Kalyanam, 
who was, about two months earlier, 
till the arrest of Mr Jayaprakash 
Narayan, his secretary. Kalyanam 
was earlier also secretary to Mahatma 
Gandhi, Lord Mountbatten and 
Jawaharlal Nehru. He went for a 
couple of years as secretary to Dr 
Subbarayon when he was in Indonesia. 
Morarji had brought him in, to be 
his private secretary at Delhi. But 
Mr Kantilal Desai did not.like South 
Indians to be in his household. So 
he had joined me, and he was stay- 
ing in my house, even though he was 
working unofficially. as private sec- 
retary to Mr Morarji Desai. This was 
before Morarji Desai was elected 
Prime Minister. 

Kalyanam and I got together Ше 
MPs, along with the money they had 
received from the Dabriwal brothers. 
We woke up Mr Jayaprakash’ Nara- 
yan and Mr Kripalani in the middle 
of the night, and proved to the 
satisfaction of both, that money was 
taking part in subverting the great 
revolution by making Mr Jagjivan 
Ram, the nominee of the big capita- 
lists as the Prime Minister of India. 
It was because of this that both Mr 
Jayaprakash Narayan and Mr Kripa- 
lani came to the conclusion at about 
two in the morning, that the system 
of voting that was resorted to for 
electing the leader of the Janata 
Party should be scrapped, and that 
they should go by a system of con- 
Sensus, Had there been voting Mr 
Jagjivan Ram would have won hands 
down. Because it was a consensus, 
a little fraud was perpetrated on the 
Janata Parliamentarians, by the 
Father of the Revolution', Mr Jaya- 
prakash Narayan, and by the Sindhi, 
Acharya  Kripalani. They decided 
that the consensus was in favour of 
Mr Morarji Desai. And that is how 
he became the Prime Minister of 


India. 


We were the first, at four in t 
morning, when Morarji was ready to 
garland him, to do the ‘arathi’ “ang 
everything. The first thing 
Morarjibhai did before going to qp 
Rajghat was to see Charan Singh in 
the hospital and obtain a letter from 
him stating that he will not join the 
Cabinet or the Janata Party jf Таш}. 
van Ram were to be elected Prime 
Minister. This was another factor 
which made both Jayaprakash Nara. 
yan and Acharya Kripalani nominate 
Mr Morarji as the Prime Minister of 
India, and hide themselyes under the 
word ‘consensus’. As a matter of 
fact, I was with Morarjibhai throughs 
out once it was announced that 
Morarji was the Prime Minister o; 
India. 

At about 11 o'clock in {һе morning 
the President’s officers came in, tg 
9, Dupleix Road to arrange for the 
swearing-in ceremony, .the protoco] 
details, etc. Tt was I who suggested 
to Morarji that he should not wait 
for the protocol to take place at four 
o'clock, as there was almost a civil 
war taking place within the Janata 
ranks by the supporters of Mr Jagji- 
van Ram, who were swearing and 
shouting. So, he was rushed before 
anybody else to the  Rashtrapati 
Bhavan and sworn in as the Prime 
Minister of India much before all the 
other formalities could be made, so 
that the fact that he was the Prime 
Minister of India could be establish- 
ed beyond any doubt and there could 
be no disputes later on about it, All 
these and many other small and big 
actions of mine in that crisis, carried 
out perfectly with utmost discretion, 
made me close to the members of the 
Morarji family. It strengthened our 
relationship and our bond, and ideo 
logically I was with them. 

At one stage, I even had political 
ambitions of becoming a Minister of 
State if not a Deputy Minister at 
least. ( 
dissuaded me from becoming a Mi 
nister and persuaded me to concen 


trate on business and make some | 
I said, I am a single man, ` 


money. П 
what до I want with the money. This 
1S a golden opportunity to do some 
service to the country, to be near 
his father and see that the Janata 
revolution succeeds. He said: "Listen 
to me, I need some trusted friends 
around me. For various reasons the 
Party is bankrupt, it needs money. It 
hasto bemaintained and consolidated. 
Where wil I get a more-dependable 
and reliable friend, with the finesse 
and experience that you possess. 50 
don't be hasty. I will tell you when 
you should enter politics actively an 
when you should get into the Gover 
ment, etc" And that is why I res 
tarted my business which I had clos- 
ed three years earlier, 


It was Mr Kantilal Desai who | 
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The revolution of the people mak- - 


ing the Janata Government in power 
which created terror in the hearts OF 
those bureaucrats who were toadies 


and sychophants of the Gandhi Te- 4 


gime and Ministers under Mrs Gandhi. і 


They were the very first to try an 
curry favour. 
used to harass me and prosecute Mê 
the maximum was Mr S, B. Jail: 
director of Enforcement, Even thous) 
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I didn’t know him he walked into my 
house one day and said that: "Mr 
Subramaniam, I know that you are 
close to the seat of power. Why don't 
you help me and save me." 1 said: 
"I have nothing against you, if you 
are innocent I will certainly help 
you." Naturally, I took him to the 
Prime Minister's residence, 5 Dupleix 
Road, and introduced him to Mr 
Kantilal Desai who exploited the 
situation, to settle the cases of his 
friends like Arvind  Killachand, Dr 
Rossy and the bottling people— 
Chauhan—amongst hundreds of other 
close friends who were under cloud 
with the enforcement directorate. In 
May that year Morarji was going to 
London to attend the Commonwealth 
Conference. Mr Kantilal Desai said 
that I should also be in London at 
that time. 


All the time Mr Kantilal Desai and 
Mr C. B. Gupta used to worry about 
the funds for the Party, Then they 
said: 'Bala why don't you apply your 
mind and see how best we can make 
some money’. In one of my casual 
discussions, when Mr S. B. Jain used 
to regularly visit my house, I said: 
“Come on, give us the names and 
particulars of the top smugglers, 
black-marketeers, bootleggers, and 
foreign exchange racketeers, so that 
we can try and get some money out 
of them for the Party.” Не said, 
“If you want the money for the Party 
it is very simple.” I said: “How is 
it simple?” He said: "After the 
lifting of the Emergency at least 80 
per cent of the people against whom 
warrants had been issued cannot 
stand the scrutiny of the law. We 
have no grounds at all for their 
detention, We could get away with 
it because of the Emergency. Now 
we have no other choice but to cancel 
the warrants issued against them— 
almost 95 per cent of them are out- 
side India, without realising that the 
warrants issued against them are 
likely to be cancelled before law. All 
you have to do is to find out the 
names ot those persons against whom 
the warrants have been withdrawn. 
The warrants’ withdrawal will not be 
published as their issue was also not 
published and it is a Government 
secret. I will get you the list from 
Mr Ramachandran, joint secretary, 
Enforcement, and if you are clever 
you can bargain with them and collect 
some money without violating the 
rules and laws ^f the country." 


I obtained the list of the persons 
and there were 140 names against 
whom warrants had been issued and 
cancelled, I also found out from Mi 
S. B. Jain, where these people were 
living abroad and also their addresses 
from their relations in India. Having 
got this, I concentrated on the people 
living in England. ‘The first few 1 
concentrated on were the “Gupta 
brothers of Jaipur — all the four 
brothers were wanted under warrants, 
under COFEPOSA. They had escap- 
ed to Nepal and from Nepal they 
went to England. They had made a 
fortune jin England during tho 
Emergency and did not know that 
the warrants against them had been 


] 
1 


Digitized by Sarayu Foundation Trus 


kon ФО 8 


t, 


"MNA 3 


cáncelled. I tried my first experi- 
ment with them, 1 called them over 
to my friend's flat where I was stay- 
ing, told them that it was a golden 
Opportunity to get the warrants 
against them under COFEPOSA can- 
celled, if they could meet my friend, 
Mr Kantilal Desai, and through him 
the Prime Minister of India. They 
Said they would like to meet them. 
So I took all the four brothers to Mr 
Kauls house—our High Commission- 
er in London—where Morarji Desai 
and Kantilal Desai were staying. 
There I introduced them to Mr Morar. 
ji Desai and later on we made a deal 
in my room at the hotel with the 
four brothers. The brothers agreed 
to pay rupees one crore if they were 
allowed to enter India and if the 
warrants against them would be can- 
celled. Of course, warrants against 
them. had already been cancelled and 
there was no warrant pending against 
them. So we told them to first pay 
rupees 25 lakhs to Kantilal Desai 
and one of them should take the risk 
of coming with us to India. If noth- 
ing happens to you, you know that the 
warrants have been cancelled. АП 
you have to do is to call on the 
Enforcement directorate and say that: 
‘Sir { have come to surrender. Is 
there anything you are going to do', 
and the Enforcement director would 
record a statement saying that there 


"was nothing against them and they 


can go back after their explanations 
to certain queries. We tried this 
with the youngest Gupta first and 
then.the second brother came after 
which the third brother came and 
then the fourth. Of course, all of 
them paid the money first, which was 
deposited іп the account of Mr 
Kantilal Desai іп. Geneva. 
Then the Gupta brothers saw to it 
that the other people who were afraid 
of the COFEPOSA warrant and who 
were living in Hong Kong, Indochina, 
Switzerland, Europe and America 
were informed about the bonanza 
that had fallen into their lap, b) 
having Shri Kantilal Desai and Shr 
Subramaniam to arrange for the can. 
cellation of their warrants. Then 
one by one, everybody started queu- 
ing up to come home. In this mann- 
er, 180 COFEPOSA persons who were 
living abroad, against whom in the 
normal course the warrants were 
cancelled by the Government of India. 
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paid Mr Desai and the Janata Pariy 
over rupees 18 crores to my know- 
ledge. But after some time Mr Desai 
started dealing with them directly so 
that I do not know the actual amount 
that has been collected by him. And 
I did not come to know about this 
transaction after the first three ' 
months when I had established it as 
a fool-proof exercise of collecting 
funds for Mr Desai and the Janata 
Party. I got a lumpsum payment of 
thirty lakhs in India and when I re- 
monstrated that it was no use to me 
in India and that I wanted it abroad, 
an equal amount was paid to me in 
Geneva. The amount was paid to 
me by a partner of Mr Kantilal 
Desai, Mr Israel, one of the proprie- 
tors of Consolidated Packers—one of 
the richest men in Europe,.and the 
official agent of the Israeli Govern- 
ment for all their factories produc- 
tion, but most probably a cover 
organisation of the : Kos 
Mr Kantilal Desai, after the Prime 
Minister was sworn in, made sure that 
his personal friends alone became 
the men of importance around the 
Prime Minister. Mr Shankar was 
with the Cochin Shipping, of his 
friend R. N. Kapoor before the 
Janata victory, he was also working 
for B. M. Birla; Mr Hasmukh Shah is 
again Kantilal’s man as also Mr Tonpe. 
All the PAs appointed were those PAs 
who were Kantilal’s men when Mr 
Morarji Desai was Deputy Prime Mi- f 
nister. No new person was allowed to : 
enter the Secretariat, either in the 
South Block or the residence until Mr. 
Kantilal approved them. In other 
words, the Prime Minister was a 
prisoner of his personal staff, who 
were all Kantilal Desai’s men." And 
the main principle of collecting 
money. for the Party and other ex- 
traneous purposes was to use this 
whole organisation en masse S & T 
for privacy, security/secrecy апд. 
other factors, This firm, Consolidat- 
ed Packers had three partners, the 
top-most brilliant man is Mr Israel 
Enoff, the second is Mr Joseph Her- 
man, then Mr Natham Rothe, who 
was the Head of the Security of 
Israel and the Head of Intelligence 
of Israel and the Head ofthe Secu- 
rity of the Israeli Airlines—Elal— 
the mastermind and the perfe 
ecutioner of the Ente 
carried out by the 
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HAT can you say about a 
wandering American who 
sells his home and hearth 
and comes to. India in 
search of new spiritual 
pastures—and stumbles headlong into 
a diabolic racket of miracle men and 
millionaires, which he exposes, writes 
"а book, collects his hardback royziies, 
and then catches the first fight kome- 
wards, with tears in his eyes, mum- 
bling the nineteenth chapter of the 
Book of Revelations under his 
breath? 


Would you say that he is honestly 
and truly a champion с? truth, who 
has done society yeoman service by 
exposing the miracle man of Putta- 
parthi, at reportedly corsiderable per- 
Sonal risk? Would you say that this 
peripatetic American came to the 
and of yogis and snake charmers, 
gurus and godmen to discover the 
hidden meaning of life—and was 
‘hopelessly disappointed by the magic 
potion offered him in the inner sanc- 
tums of Whitefield, where the dimi 
nutive avatar resplendent in his 
bright red robe, Bronco Nagurski 
hairdo, and cherry pink lips reigned 
Supreme with his baby talk and leger- 
demain? Or would you say that he is 
the stereotype of the typical mixed- 
up young man from the west who 

Vas up to his neck in a harsh, mate- 
rialistic world of cutthroat competi- 
tion before Calvinistic guilt and exis- 
tential despair took over in predicta- 
ble symbiosis—and he chose to opt 
Out, right into the hirsute arms of a 
crazy, Dravidian hermaphrodite who 
took Біт on a magic ride through a 
short-lived phantasy world of myth, 
= miracle and multicoloured lust? 


1. for one, would rather i 
that Tal Brooke, the Monee oe 
is, uke the Sai Baba himself, an ex- 

pert bluff master who has made his 
millions by charlatanry of the same 
genre, writing a book that is as crass, 
Crude and in abysmally 52d taste a: 
ine books that the Bana Sponsors 
Simself to line his pockets and esta- 
bush his credentials as India’s most 
Charismatic approximiation to God 
incarnate, Quite Honestly, there is 
very little to choose betecen the twy 
‘Baba is obviously 2 --ud even as 
he sits on his millions ; Puttaparthi 
Tal Brooke is a sc^om:-c little neo. 
phyte who chances upon the skele- 
tons in the Baba's red ene tries 

2d as the 
macabre spiritual chess гате is play- 
ed out between the lascivious lumi 
ary and his apostate apostle, he who 
shells out Яз 75 to buy this book is 
iven a ringside glimpse No the pa- 
ace intrigues at Whiseneld, | 

Sa! Baba, Lord of tit Aw is indeed 
dificult book to swallow and then 
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| The Secret Sex Life of the Sai 


By PRITISH NANDY 


ded through its 408 execrable pages. 
14.15 the kind of book that leaves you 
seething in rage tor days. A book 
that makes you indignant because a 
stupid, sub-literate American rams 
down your esophagus his vague, dis- 
jointed precems of Vedantic philoso- 
pny—and then does a quick double- 
take lo end up as a Jesus-freak. A 
freak Mr Brooke 15, and quite un- 
abashedly. ‘He first treaks out on a 
distant land. India—without a cluc 
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as to what it is all about. He then 
sells his soul to the Mephistopheles 
of Indian spiritual thought, follows it 
up by selling off all his worldly pos. 


sessions in distant Virginia, and then . 


takes a cheap flight into India—to 
let his  mendicant soul journey 
through the lush, spiritual landscape 
of our beautiful Hindu world, little 
realising that there are thugs, pick. 
pockets and godmen lurking in every 
corner and waiting for the poor little 
firingee, lonely and waylost. 

Though Mr Brooke is delightfully 
had, in more senses than one, by the 
sensual Sai Baba at whose teet he 
throws himself in humble obeisance, 
he quickly recovers—and like the 
true-blue American that he is, finds 
love, solace and spiritual sympathy 
at Reverend ivan Carroll's, "where 
they all sang Christmas carols and 
made themselves at home in a ge- 
nume American household with 
chairs, tables, dressers, a couch or 
two, bric-a-brac, a piano, and regular 
toilets”, thank heavens! So, fnally, 
Mr Brooke nods his spiritual fulnl- 
ment in lustily croaking . “Kock of 
ages clejt for me” and catches ano- 
ther cheap Hight back to Uncle Sam 
—while toe lonely, lusttul godman 
waits hike a praying mantis for his 
next nringee victim. 

This story, typical as it ıs, replete 
with LSD trips, spiritual guilt, angst 
and паијтаце, quotes irom Yung, 
Biake, Emerson and Martin Buber, 
Carlos Castaneda and the perennial 
Timothy Leary, ambassador at large 
of the campus drug syndrome, rete- 
rences to Zen Buddhism, the Tibetan 
Book ot the Dead, mystic cosmolo- 
gies, Eleusinian imitiates, Paul Tillich, 
and Nad Yoga, Deuteronomy and Do- 
naid Duck, and of course ‘Lantra, the 
western man's ultimate mind-blower, 
would have been just another tale of 
a village bumpkin bumbling his. Way 
through the dangerous spiritual 
woods of India, where everyone 0! 
us is waylaid some day or the other. 
But fal Brooke wrote a book there 
after—and a successful book if Vikas 
is to be  believed—trying to expose 
not just the Sai Baba but to prose: 
lytise—and that is what makes all the 
difference between  naivete and for- 
tune-hunting. Among many othet 
things in his tome, Mr Brooke tries 
to explain his view of Hinduism t0 


us, to rationalise his sexual expel! 4 
ments with the Baba, justifying WHY 
precisely he allowed Baba’s nimble - 


fingers to zip down his fly in a mo- 
ment of devotional bliss, and why be 
subjected himself to the somewha 
unusual experience of making it ОП 


with a real life hermaphrodite, the 3 
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—and turned out to be almost as 
frigid as a block of ice in a taran- 
tula’s grip! At crowded  darshans, 
Baba would apparently seek out his 
favourite acolyte, sneak up behind 
him along a crowded aisle of In- 
dians, and then stand directly þe- 
hind him with his legs and robe (and 
whatever else hermaphrodites have) 
pressed against Tal Brooke's bottom, 
"pretending it was just an accident 
as he scanned the mass of devotees 
outside"—this familiar gesture, the 
canno lat gus of which would be trans- 
parent to even the most. dumb- 
witted schoolboy, only “served to 
fuel a sense of spiritual purpose” in 
Mr Brooke. With. similar Redneck 
logic, he saw an entire spiritual uni- 
verse ın Baba’s mysterious eyes, 
when the godman grabbed him in a 
velvet-draped private suite during an 
intimate audience, hugged him extra- 
tight, panted heavily and "kept twis 
ting his pelvis, especially in the re- 
gion of the loins, nudging and twis- 
ting, twisting and nudging”, cooing 
into his ears things like “What’s 
wrong? You do not like to hug?" Tal 
Brooke, in his utter simplicity, per- 
ceived this as an initiatory rite, -a 
kind of spiritual love test by the 
Baba to check if he had learnt to 
subjugate his libido. 

Mind you, such incredible naivete 
comes from the same man who struts 
like a stuck-up peacock in his pre- 
face to the book, spreading out all 
his feathers of wisdom. He makes 
you feel like an insignificant worm 
as he flaunts his knowledge of Hin- 
duism right before your eyeg and 
tells you that he knows the inwards 
of the faith better than Jim Corbett 
knew Kumaon or Rana Pratap, Kum- 
balgarh. Brooke, you realise, is one 
of those rare specimens who had 
comprehended the kernel of Advaita 
even before he could exclaim “Gee, 
this is a wonderful place to be in!” 
His background was oh so different 
from the usual westerner. From his 
very early childhood he had experi- 
enced the stirrings of Kundalini 
Shakti and іп his twenties he had 
undergone: the Nirvikalpa Samadhi 
in its full magnitude! 

“In India", claims Brooke himselt, 
“I differed greatly from that so com- 
mon westernér who just wants to 
take a peek and then get out. I was 
defensive on’ India's behalf before 
my own countrymen (though honestly 
critical as well and should I ever 
detect arrogance on the face of my 
countrymen in regard to India, I 
would assail them bitterly”. After 
all; he had travelled the globe “as 
the son of a highly gifted man of 
letters, who was also a diplomat’. 
"I had tasted numerous cultures and 
climes and found areas in my soul 
that were able to absorb them all. 
My family was agnostic, so I had to 
seek out from scratch the spiritual 
answers for existence" A worthy 
reason to come out to India, true. 
One is further impressed when one 
is told that Mr Brooke even brought 
along with him a letter from one Sri 
Bhavyananda, who is supposed to be 
the head of the Ramakrishna Math 
in London, who wrote that in his 
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opinion our hero was eminently ready 
for sanyas because he knew such 
Intimate details about the lives of 
Ramakrishna's disciples—Turiyanan- 
da, Premananda, Brahmananda, Vive- 
kananda and the rest! Apparently, 
Sastris, pundits and swamis all over 
India found Mr Brooke a “young 
master", who had "true understand- 
ing" of everything Hindu. 

With credentials such as these, 
and armed with all his spiritual wis- 
dom, almost bursting at the seams 
with superhuman Vedantic power, 
our hero hopped into a jet plane and 
flew across the Atlantic to the land 
of Shankaracharya and the Buddha, 
to satisfy his passion to.know the 
truth, to see for himself the foun- 
tainhead of knowledge. Significantiy, 
he landed in Delhi on October 13, 
1969—and somehow his luck ran out 
on him the minute he walked into 
the YMCA hostel on the outskirts of 
Connaught Place. He found the rates 
exorbitant and began despising the 
poor little clerk who sat behind the 
reception counter. And because our 
poor Mr Brooke, like any human 
being, was tired of jet lag and full 
of sleep he let the adrenaline in his 
blood get the better of his trained 
Vedantic mind. All that he could do, 
poor man, was. to go to a cheaper 
hotel and watch a wise lizard make 
faces at him while, he tried to des- 
perately get his much needed forty 
winks, à ; 

While he cooled his heels in this 
sleazy joint, our hero continued his 
musings—and I quote here an ex- 
ample of his petulance and pu:rid 
prose, "The (hotel) room was so 


humid that it was like floating on a~ 


cork in a thermos bottle of hot 
bouillon. A life saver would have 
melted on a table in about three 
minutes. Not only that, but what 
must have been a good bed now sank 
right down to the floor like a ham- 
mock and if you tried to lie on your 
side it was like a sustained yogic 
posture on a bed of nails because the 

rings came through the mattress 
Ike burs, and made such a loud noise 
hat they sounded like the day shift 
at an iron foundry. I watched the 
large blades of the ceiling fan spin 
around, and soon noticed the road 
maps of cracks networked across the 
whole ceiling and down the walls. I 
also noticed fleeting movements at 
the periphery of my vision. Vhen 1 
moved my eyes to catch the futer- 
ing, it stopped. Suddenly from now- 
where, I saw the source of the move- 
ment. Fluttering again, then freezing, 
I saw a large lizard. It ren along 
the ceiling with as much ease 25 most 
creatures move along the ground. 1 
pictured it losing its grip at night 
right above my head, falling on my 
face, or worse, in my open mouth, 
where it might flutter for a while 
and leave an ampu ated tail to dance 
on my epiglottis.” Such р Поѕорћіѕ- 
ing by our hero reveals thre cardi. 
zd truths: one that he is ргопе to 
hallucinations 


in humid conditions; 


мо, he wri es stajgeringly bad prose; 


three, he sleeps with his mouth open 
—and possibly even snores! 
How sad, how terribly heartbreak- 
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Ert Kundalini Shakti -while he was 
501 hopping in and ont cf a Mother 
care play-pen should send up such 
loud aud long wails of disgust the 
very day he arrives iz the . country 
of bis dreams! 

From Delhi Brooke went to Rishi- 
kesl and was left unisressed by 
the magnificence of the Himalayan 
range even as other foreign 


tourists, were going into fui-fledged 
hysterics at the very sight of the snow- 
cappec peaks. Even the Maharishi 
Mahese Yogi, 

Beatles ала 


who had swept the 
Mia Farrow off their 
not make our friend 
a single milimetre. And 
1 with the north of India, 
Brooke did precisely what every mix. 
ed-up American does—he headed 
straight for Coc, where he discovered 
that ‘he loca. hippies were dit 
beneath his &:1 27е. well-bred fest. 
So he left Calany=:2 beach and head- 
ed towards bustiz; Bombay, “in a 
last bid to searc : ^or a spirital 
dynamo” that would recharge his 
soul batteries. _ з 

In the cosmopolitan hubbub о? 
Bombay Tal Brooke realised that he 
was destined to see out Sai Baba, 
the miracle man of Puttaparthi, full 
time avatar and God incarnate, 
so he promptly dropped kis plans of 
shaking hands with Krishnamurthy 
(who must have been busier shaking 
he fragile hands of Parveen Babi), 
and abandoning hopes of landing 
himself at the Aurobindo’ Ashram at 


Д young pundit, who 
schooled in a КЫ Р of 
oriental metaphysics and occidental 
LSD trips was about to begin the 
most dangerous _ part of his journey 
through the spiritual 1 of 
this country. And despite the picares- 
que rumble-tumble, їп and out of col- 
ourful locales, the sex interest, the 
, villainy and the comic relief, the 
intrigues and jhe heartbreaks, Tal 
Brooke emerges as the vain effete - 
peacock, a counterfeit’ tugboat trying 
9, a rough toe ocean of samsara - 
, the Ba ets off no = 
but that is iere Story. gis 


the while that he wos going to get 
rooked but was only ovi io DOM 
was working ail 
„So when the eternal 
vagabond arrived at Whitefield he 
fell at the feet of Shri Sathya Sai 
Baba with not a farthing in his 
pocket. But the Baba was all-know- 
ing and allloving, Не gave a 
beatific smile and chimed, “Неђооо 


Rowdeeee! Whats w » 50 
Sickness iu the stomach?” Our oem 


was ;nuch impress 
credible demonstration 
power and smil 1 


ing with some embarrassment, “Yeah, 
Baba!" since he had been having 
Stomach trouble, despite his diet of 
Nirvikalpa ‘Samadhis, Switching from 
one brand of bacillary dysentery to 
another, with probably the occasional 
amoeba to boot, 
_ While he was trying desperately to 
recover from the traumatic ex- 
perience of the all-knowing Baba 
predicting the precise state of his 
rather sensitive stomach, the psychic 
onslaught continued. The Baba wav- 
ed a hand in the air and produced, 
as he is often prone to, vibhuti from 
apparently nowhere—and then radiat- 
d: his much discussed magnetic 
force, thus reducing our hero to 
pliable plasticene in his diviné hands. 
Once.Mr Brooke was convinced that 
only Sai Baba, with his melliftuous 
voice гапа his raspy Еагћа Kitt in| 
x tonation, could redeem his soul and 
= show him the straight and narrow 
path of righteousness, he went all out. 
to be the Baba's beau. It mattered 
little how the other rival Yankees at 
the ashram, led by Gill, felt about 
Tal Brooke’s intrusion into the inner 
Sanotunis of Sai Baba’s ashram and 
heart. Our hero had already made 
up. his mind to accept the Baba as 
his guru—after the stomach predic 
tion and the vibhuti! And the crafty 
Sai, once he had convinced his newest 
and presumably the ј est 
American bhakta with. voodoo and 
magic, mellifluous voice and legarde- 
main that he was the grea:est, “the 
only real, spiritual dynamo of India", 
= Set out stealthily “o satisfy his long 
suppressed carnal instincts, if we are 
to believe Tal Brooke. For even as 
the magic man told his disciples by 
that life was like an ocean of 
waves and to cross it we have to 
. seek a lifeboat in God, by night he 
` would grab the occasional shishya in 
the dark corridors of his ashram and 
pull down his fly. 
. Рог days now the tenderest part 
of Mr Brooke had been fortressed 
“like the wall of China around the 
zemple of Solomon” and almost no 
one was allowed into the cockles of 
S battered heart, But the Baba was 
fferent. He broke down all barriers 


ГА ер 


pow a flower grows t 
nd the flower gr. 
becoming beautiful 

et nectar. 
love. Gods love. 
God.” 


Love is one, love is 


The nectar is prema— 7 
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Having thus caught our hero in 
his magic web of allegory and 
saccharine talk, the Baba decided to 
accost him alone, during the course 
of a private audience. And despite 
all the previous love tests and bottom- 
pinching games that .the guru and 
shishya had played with each other, 
Tal Brooke now realised for the first 
time what the Baba’s actual inten- 
"dons were. But let me leave it to 
Mr Brooke to describe the incident 
in his own words here. А 

“We embraced automatically. 
His wiry cloud of hair surround- 
ing my face, I wondered what kind 
of deep soul-cleansing was going 
on. Then huge force surged from 
Baba 40 me, almost visibly spark- 
ing... 

Baba reached out to embrace me 
again, pulling me in strongly. The 
musing voice pondered  Baba's 
comment, ‘There is no male ог 
female’. The embrace of Radha- 
Krishna, the avatar of the Dwarka 
Yuga and his lover, was the highest 
resolution of two polarities, And 
since the avatar was trans-sexual, 
his embrace of Arjuna was rough- 
ly equivalent, with everything but 
the basics taken away... 

Yet I couldn’t quite tell who was 
in the male mode more, and who 
was in the female or passive. I 
always identified myself as dis inct- 
ly and invariably male. And there 
was a feminine dimension to Baba, 
whom many devotees also worship- 
ped as the divine mother. Yet he 
had an exceedingly strong male 
aspect as well. And avatars in- 
variably came as males, after all. 

Baba's nudging pelvis stopped. 
Then suddenly a hand unzipped 
my fly, with the facile smoothness 
of turning a doorknob, and went 
into my pants, as though it knew 
the location of each stitch of cloth 
and each zipper stub. Then, like 

ап adder returning home at dusk, 
the hand burrowed into the mc th 
- of my underpants... Ў 


Baba's hips continued to shift 
again as he squeezed a rather 
limp organ, that had about as 


much interest in rising up as it 
desired a bath in liquid helium. 
It was frozen out, and. not even a 
legion of nude Arab women could 
thaw it out at this point in less 
than several.days of total solitude. 

Baba's rapid breathing did not 
exactly register lethargy or unex- 
citement, The voice of reason pro- 
posed, ‘He’s cooling your heat 
centre, taking оп your sins, and 
purifying your lower chakra'. How- 
ever Redneck logic also sat on the 
judiciary board, mumbling subsur- 
face before I could censor the 
embarrassing thoughts from leak- 
ing out, 


"Мап, I sure hope all that squeez- 
ing is purification because if it 
pu b ee паца i strange 
Way to be purifying it—you’ve 
сей the wrong guy. It'd be a 
LAUR if you'd dust radiate the 
emng irom outside my pants. 
Somehow just looks bad the 


nchow it jus 
уау you're doling qe 


yone іп his senses, instead of 


Overnight the Vedanta of his child- __ 


situation and its AE 


debating over the 9 


divine concomitants, would have Kick. 


ed the Baba hard. on the shin ang Que 
run for his life. But our hero is hov 
made of much stronger stuff. ae 

Having thus passed the initiation th 
with flying colours, so what if the а 
rooster refused to rise to the occasion ihe 
Mr Brooke began to slowly gather а for 
lot of power jn Sai Baba’s ashram | wol 


and before long became the Babas 
very favourite disciple, much to the he 


chagrin of the veteran shishyas tive 
Brooke was one of those very few, whi 
who were allowed a private audience nov 
any time he wanted it. He travell- spo 
ed with the Baba from Whitefield to this 
all the major cities of India, watched hap 
millions come to worship the avatar, me 


continued to be awe-struck by his 1 


miracles, and sat at his lotus feet, ac 
almost rubbing his cheek on the па 
Baba's thigh, singing bhajans lustily. Аш 

He was able to also get an intimate А 


glimpse into the down-to-earth busi- 
ness sense that this over-sexed god. on 


man displayed. He discovered that Sen, 
the Baba’s material power was almost А 
as great as his spiritual strength. He "E 
ran the entire operations at his as. his 
hram like a well-organised industry. 1 
The massive celebrations during Vh: 
Guruparav, Shivratri and other such littl 
festivals took poor Tal  Brooke's can 
breath away. He was overwhelmed live 
by Baba's love and shackled to his Р 
charity. Не  withstood the petty per! 
wrangles and ashram intrigues plott- see 
ed by Phil and Prem and Mark and was 
Wendel and resisted the wrath of fina 


Raja Reddy, an old hand at the game, 
who was jealous of his intimacy with 
the Sai Baba. But once the dust of 
magic had settled, the hysteria faded 
and the sperms ran dry, Tal Brooke, 
poor devil, was not too sure of his 
devotion, The same man who had 
almost kissed Sai Baba’s feet and 
hailed him lord and master was slow- 
ly turning into a selfish namak- 
haram. “For a while I received ex- 
traordinary attention from Baba, but 
something inside me was slowly 
crumbling. Occasionally there were « | 
distractions...A deeper feeling of un- | 
easiness swept through my soul 1 | 
knew that I was caught in an inner | 
war of faith. And what I longed for 4 
more than ever was some kind of 
spiritual drama to turn my mind's: 
eye from the eye of the hurricane." ^| 
It needed a series of seoret plan — 
chette sessions, occult forays, night- x 
Mares and gory dreams, and the help | 
of a fellow white-skinned yogi Surya Е 
Das, and the ever-faithful missiona | 
ties, the delightfully old-fashioned | 
Carrolls of Bangalore, to finally drive — — 
into his muddled head that the Baba 
was only a passing phase and Jesus 
was the true guardian of. his soul 


hood was forgotten. The Nirvikalpa 
Samadhi faded. And in the twinkl- 
ing of an eye Hindu metaphysics gave 
way to his ever-ready Christian zeal. 
And the Baba, sadly, like a fading 
Shylock, became synonymous wi 
Satan, as Jesus took over. m 
"Early that morning I resolved in - 
my heart that I would break through 
2 рыл Mounting иш ma was 
nat mner fire that stops at ло barri 
er. this tíme to settle something 
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and for all, though I was not sure 
how yet... Within my- heart I felt 
nausea, revulsion, a deep indignation 
of the spirit. As though the spirit 
that inhabited the brightrobed body 
was so putrid, so foul, so horrifying 
that if the crowd of disciples could 
for a second see it denuded, they 
would wail in horror, they would 
scream and run in terror... Suddenly 
he really reminded me of a diminu- 
tive aunt Jemima, a wrangling bitch 
who had lost authority over me and 
now had to bluff. ‘Rowdie, complete 
spoil. Go, get out here...’ I had seen 
this sort of thing crush people. Per- 
haps he thought that it would crush 
me but I began to smile inwardly." 

The final discovery that Baba was 
a closet queen—a hermaphrodite— 
snapped the last links. Patrick, an 
Anglo-Indian shishya with long hair 
and good looks, came for the Baba’s 
darshan with a group of Americans 
on a dharma kick. One look at the 
sensual Patrick, and the Baba app- 
arently called him in for a private 
interview session. After his usual 
materialising tricks and telling Patrick 
his inner secrets, the Baba apparent. 
ly attacked his fly and took out 
whatever poor Patrick had to offer, 
little realising that he was po Ameri- 
can on a brief visit but the boy who 
lived down the lane. 

Patrick, only seventeen, horny and 
perhaps a little naive, was curious to 
see the whole thing through—and it 
was this liberal curiousity of his that 
finally exposed this most hidden secret 


ECC A 


of Whitefield. “Baba lifted his robe 
and inserted the thing. That's right, 
Maybe he's got a woman's organ and 
a man's organ down there. Yeah, a 
hermaphrodite. But he honestly in- 
Serted it. Patrick said it felt just like 
a woman’s... Just at the moment be- 
fore Patrick was through, Baba pull- 
ed him out and collected his semen 
in a little white handkerchief... Baba 
then told him that the whole world 
lay in the palm of his hand, and that 
everything Patrick wanted, he could 
have. That Baba was planning a 
Special position for him, like Raja 
Reddy. That Patrick could move in 
and live there, and be with Baba to 
Spread his mission throughout the 
world, Suddenly Patrick didn’t give a 
hoot. He may have even laughed 
and told Baba that he was from just 
down the road, and that he wasn’t 
even an American.” 

Patrick was apparently not alone. 
Other than our hero and Patrick 
there were many others similarly 
“purified” by the Baba, according to 
this book. There was Wendel and 
Phil; there was Alpine Schwartz, a 
tall dude with a blue ski cap, who 
described how Baba pulled his draw- 
ers down during a.private interview, 
on the pretext of cleansing it of its 
“heat”. There was Gordon, the jewel 
cutter from Los Angeles, who ran out 
of a private audience, screaming and 
panicstricken when the Baba. pulled 
down his fly and “started to go to 
town". 1 

After all this, it is not surprising 
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for what it does | 


that our hero kept seeing 666 each 
tíme he looked at the Baba and start- 
ed thinking of Satans. and anti- 
Christs each time he watched, the 
miracle man at work. He starts by 
quoting the twentyfourth chapter of 
Matthew and thereafter the barrage 
of biblical quotations continues un- . 
abated. With the hardcore devotion 
(and naivete) with which this simple- 
minded American had thrown him 
self at the Baba's feet, he does ‘a 
quick double-take. and finds himself 
at the feet of his new messiah, the 
lord Jesus Christ. What surprises 
one is the incredible speed with which 
he shifts the gears of his faith, from 
Sai bhajans to Rock of Ages in less 
than 48 hours of knowing that he 
wee no longer the -Baba’s favourite 
stud! { $ 


Alas, again our hero has been had! 
From the Taj Mahal hotel to White- 
head ashram, Mr Brooke is waylaid 
again and again—at the very foun: 
tainhead of Vedantic wisdom. ‘It is 
not surprising therefore ‘that he 
catches the first flight homewards— 
but not before he sold a manuscript 
to Vikas; which they later published, 
profited from, and paid sizable royal 
ties for. Sai Baba will perhaps sur- 
vive this book, and carry on his 
trade. About Tal Brooke I am not 
SO sure. An 


Sai Baba, - Lord of the Air by .Tal 
Brooke; Vikas Publishing House- Pvt 
Ltd, New Dethi; Rs 75 : i 
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The censorship g 


Calcutta TV is its new playground 


pa] » x dr D. A‏ ر 
A recording session in progress‏ 


O" August 31, Doordarshan Ken- 
dra, Calcutta, telecast their re- 
gular half-hour programme in Ben- 
&ali, (Viewpoint), at 8.10 
p.m. The participants: Mr Sankar, 
Ghosh (Jt Editor, Amrita Bazar Pa 
trika) and Mr Barun Sengupta (Poli- 
tical Correspondent, Ananda Bazar 
Patrika). Moderator: Mr Sudhangsu 
Dasgupta (law professor, Calcutta 
University). Subject: Mid-term polls, 
Unfortunately this half hour pro- 
amme never completed its halt 
our. Towards the end of the dis- 
cussion, halfway through Mr Ghosh’s 
submissions ашр went the TV scis- 
sors — and wi! it, a major chunk 
of Mr Barun Sengupta's views, which 
followed, as well The question had 
related to the possible results in the 
new Lok Sabha and to the possibi- 
lity of inflation being made an issue 
in the forthcoming elections, Mr 
Ghosh had felt that the minorities’ 
vote may go in favour of Mrs Gan 
dhi and against Charan Singh Mr 
Sengupta's views had been that Mrs 
Gandhi was likely to win, with 
i coming in second only 
Pi th ери t support. Не 
om fj at, z 
felt that Mrs Gandhi would gein 
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absolute majority unless Јарјіуап 
Ram snatched away Harijan votes 
from her. He added that CPI(M) 
would do well in West Bengal All 
this was deleted. Instead, confused 
viewers were fed with stills from 
lovely nature for some six minutes, 
before TV went on to a music pro- 
gramme. No regrets “owing to un- 
avoidable circumstances", no apolo- 
gies, no explanations, no nothing. 
maintained that “what had 
been recorded. had been shown” and 
they had “nothing more to say” The 
next day, however, Miss Mira 
Mozoomdar, Director, Doordarshan 
Kendra, Calcutta, stated that she had 
an objection to Barunbabu’s views 
and felt that if they were telecast 
they could create unhappy political 


reactions, from certain political 
Parties. Adding that she had obtain- 
ed the permission of Barunbabu 


Prior to the cuts she said that the 
Cuts were of four minutes only. Un- 
fortunately, they did not have the 
time to cut at the time of recording 
or before telecasting, so jt had to be 
done while it was bein telecast—but 
after considerable deliberation. 

The participants, it has been verl- 
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ame 


fiel, had met before the recording, at 
the TV centre, and had discussed the 
outline of the entire programme in 
the presence of Mr Debangsu Bando. 
padhyay, the producer of the pro. 
gramme. It has also been verified 
from the three participants that they 
were only asked to avoid abusive re. 
ferences to any person or Institution, 
a normal TV norm: otherwise, there 
were no objections. The qustions to 
be asked ата their serial order were 
also set out previously — and the 
programme had proceeded exactly 
according to the pre-set format, and 
was recorded between 4.30 p.m. and 
5.00 p.m. the same day as the tele. 
cast. 

Mr Sengupta states in his letter jn 
Ananda Bazar Patrika (September 6) 
that, as far as he knows, Miss 
Mozoomdar was a witness to the 
entire recording (where retakes are 
ordered whenever necessary), and she 
also spoke to the participants for a 
couple of minutes after the recording 
— but no apprehensions were raised, 
At 7.45 p.m., however, Mr Sengupta 
received a call at his office from Mr 
Bandopadhyay, telling him that his 
references regarding Mrs Gandhi 
“violated TV norms”, and could we 
cut that portion, please? Mr Sen- 
gupta replied that he would prefer 
that the whole thing be telecast, but 
could not pressurize them if there 
were any problems with TV norms. 
He therefore permitted the offending 
line to be deleted. “Did they take 
my permission to cut my entire 
answer to the last question (which, 
according to him, constituted nearly 
90 per cent of his entire discusston 
in the programme)?" asks Mr Sem 
gupta. 

Both Mr Sengupta and Mr Ghosh 
hold that all depended on the ques: 
tion asked—and this had been previ- 
viously set out. “The answers were 


only to be expected, and they 
couldn't have been anything but 
that,” said Mr Ghosh. “It was obvi- 


ously an afterthought,” said Mr Das- 
gupta, the questioner, and clarified’ 
that questions were asked according 
to previous discussion. ‘Sankarbabu 
and I spoke on similar lines on 

in 1977, too”, says Mr Sengupta, “апд 
we had predicted that CPI(M) would 
win the Vidhan Sabha elections. No 
one objected to that, and that pro: 
gramme was not cut in the middle ! 

Mr Sengupta feels that if certain 
people are invited and asked for 
their opinions, they have to be honest 
about it — and censoring these OP 

nions in the manner done can create 
problems. Mr Ghosh commented : 
"No special directives were given Р 
us, and in my earlier pro ammeg 
too, I have been told that there TV 
no restrictions except the usual i 
norms.” Asked whether his perm 
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sion had been sought, he denied it, 
saying that they rang him up only 
to apologize the next day though 
“Barun had rung me and told me 
about it" (both of them had not 
actually seen the programme). *See- 
king permission before cutting it, is 
perhaps a question of propriety, not 
legality,” he added. “They have the 
right to cut, they have their limita- 
tions; but as a journalist, I feel they 
should not invite people like us in 
Such cases," 

The moderator, Mr Dasgupta, too, 
was informed only three days later 
(Sept. 3) and admits that he has 
never seen a programme coming “to 
such an abrupt end" before. "Their 
stress to play down controversy is 
not unusual, and generally, the pro- 
gramme is not interfered with. I 
remember having spoken about un- 
employment on TV in '75, and the 
points were not in support of the 
Government. but nothing was cut". 


Mr Dasgupta who has been abroad 
many times on sponsored study 
tours, on town planning and legal 
institutions, feels that it is his “рег- 
sonal belief based on what I have 
seen in European countries that the 
best way for the media to remain 
above politics is to give fullest ex- 
pression to all political views—there, 
the Government is lambasted. I sup- 
pose things are not the same here. 
It will take our media a long time 
to adopt European standards."  Pra- 
sar Bharati Bill and all that, "What 
is clear is that Miss Mozoomdar cen- 
sored the views of the participants— 
on whose instructions 
Certainly, no directive could have 
come from Delhi, as the programme 
was recorded in the afternoon of the 
day it was broadcast, so perhaps 
someone at the State level had got 
upset. 


ANIL GROVER, Calcutta 


Convention stripped 


bare 


Some liked it, some didn't 


IGHT students of Delhi Univer- 
sity’s prestigious St. Stephen’s 
College were arrested outside the 
Miranda House gate on September 
5, 1979. ‘fhe charges were unlawful 
assembly and public obscenity. Some 
claim it was a touch- of midnight 
madness, some say it was the soar- 
ing temperature during the day and 
some say that it was done in utter 
playfulness. So be it, but the eight 
students arrested under Section 147 
and 294 of the Indian Penal Code. 
if convicted. cannot ever apply for 
any post in the Central Services. 
Since St. Stephen's College is repu- 
ted to produce 40 students annually 
who qualify for the Central Services, 


The backgate of Miranda House wheve the incident took place 


even eight seems a considerable 
number. 

As there was not a single news- 
Paper reporter present at the time 
of the incident, all eyewitness ac 
counts have come from spectators. 
The Indian Express report about 
‘catching the St. Stephen’s boys with 
their pants down’ seems a little far- 
fetched, as even S. M. Bhaskara, 
Station House Officer, - Roshianara 
Police Station admitted: “There 
was only one boy when we arrived, 
who was unclothed, but that too, we 
only saw the silhouette.” Accord- 
ing to one of the St Stephen’s fresh- 
ers who participated in the midnight 
spectacle, 12 final year students 
dragged these freshers to the back 
gate of Miranda House, “which was 
a traditional rite, or so we were 


is not clear. , 


` eung елриерү 


station the very next day. 


they do not have any evidence 
case relies heavily on witnesses, bu 
they hoped 
court in a few days. s 
one of the freshers who was a part! 
cipant none of the 
totally 


told". The students then began , 
sing the customary St Stephens 
“blacksmith song" and dance. Ther’ 
was also a fair exchange of ghazal, 
over the barbed wire. The Mirand 
House girls were an enthusiast” 
audience and in a sudden fit of bra 
vado, one of the boys apparently be. 
Ban to strip. In strong contrast, the 
hostelites іп the Post Gradua 

Women's Hostel were horrified an 

began to scream and plead with their 
warden, Mrs S. Sanwal, to put an 
end to the striptease. 
*Mrs Sanwal telephoned Dr A. S 
Kukla, the Dean of Student Welfare 
and informed him of the goings-on 
outside her hostel Since this ha 

pened to be on Chhatra Road, Which 
is a public road and does not come 
under the Delhi University, Kukla 
consulted Acting Vice-Chancellor Юг 
R. C. Mehrotra if they could call the 
police to intervene. If it had been 
within the campus area, Kukla add. 
ed, he would have expelled them 
immediately. When the police arriy. 
ed, the boys ran off in different direc. 
tions. Only eight of the 60 whc 
were present were arrested. Dr 
Kukla adamantly maintained: “It 
is beyond doubt that these students 
were indulging in something immo- 
tal, unethical and obscene. As Uni- 
versity officials it is our duty to 


maintain peace in the campus. This . 


is just a demonstrative action to 
ward off future incidents of the 
same nature.” He added quickly: 
"I wish we could take stronger 
action, so no student would ever 
dare behave like this. One of the 
students arrested even had the auda. 
city to threaten the Station Officer, 
as his father is a Commissioner. All 
these children of high officials think 
they can get away with anything." 
When reminded that the Miranda 
House girls did not seem to express 
any disapproval, but were оп the 


contrary displaying obvious apprecia- . 


tion, Kukla said they had told the 
Principal of Miranda House to carry 
out an internal enduiry “as the hos 
telites had misbehaved as much as 
the St Stephen's boys". The girls 
had gone so far as to taunt the 
police by shouting: “Police murda- 
bad, Police hai, hai!” : when they 
began to arrest the boys. After the 
boys were taken to the Roshianara 
Police Station, they were bailed out 
by the Vice-Principal, J. H. Hala, on 
a surety of Rs 2,000 and personai 
bonds per student. Curiously, Mr 
Bhaskara discovered this his brass 
nameplate was missing and ha 
obviously been stolen by the boys 
since they were the only ones in the 


police station that night. When he 
Spread the word, that he wou 
charge the students with theft um 


less the plate was returned, it was 


safely deposited back at the police 
since 
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newspaper reports were “wildly ex- 
aggerated" he claimed. The fresh- 
crs were appealing to their Princi- 
pal, W. S. Rajpal, that since they 
were being ragged they could not 
be held responsible for the incident. 
Dr Kukla asserted: “Even ragging 
has certain ethics. I have been re- 
ceiving these dirty stories for so 
many years but have never been 
able to catch them. Maybe, I am 
old-fashioned. In UK or America, if 
students walk around  semi-clothed, 
it is not considered unusual by their 
wardens. It is a part of their cul. 
ture, but here it is shocking." 

Mr Rajpal, who is himself very 
British in his  mannerisms said 
diplomatically: “This is a family 
affair. I do not want to criticise or 
support my boys in public. You are 
free, however, to gather whatever 
information you want from the boys 
themselves.” According to one of 
the freshers, 12 of the final year stu- 
dents have already been suspended 
until further notice. And another 
student claimed, the Principal had 
also demanded a complete list of 
all the boys who were present, warn- 
ing that more severe punishment 
would be meted out otherwise. 

Meanwhile, the rest of the univer- 
sity students were occupied with the 
more serious matter of DUSU (Delhi 
University Students Union) elec 
tions in which 50,000 students would 
cast their votes. On the whole, the 
papers declared the voting extremely 
peaceful. No unseemly inciden 
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seems to have occurred in the uni- 
versity for the past six years. In 
1973, however, the then joint secre- 
tary of DUSU, Prithpal Singh was 
arrested and conyicted for raping a 
Student. There was the Kuldip 
Narang case too in which a few peo- 
ple carrying an airgun would terrify 
girls returning to their hostel after 
dark. The police traced the car as 
belonging to the well-known indus- 
trialist Kuldip Narang, but could not 
identify the people driving the vehl- 
cle, There was loud discussion 
in Parliament on the matter, as Mr 
Narang is reported to be extremely 
close to Mr Sanjay Gandhi. The 
incident was hushed up after Mrs 
Narang came and apologised to the 
Dean on behalf of her husband. 

The students’ attitude on the 
whole seemed to be of total approval 
— a Stephenian mumbled: “It was 
a social affair. No bitchiness invol 
ved, you know. The girls loved it." 
A. Miranda hostelite candidly stated : 
"Why are they raising such a hue 
and cry over the St Stephen's boys? 
It was all done in a playful manner 
and it was part of the ragging that 
they have had in their college for 
years. What if they did strip ?" she 
quipped. "I am mot saying they did, 
but even so, it didn't quite take away 
our virginity. It. couldn't possibly 
hurt us in any way. To arrest them 
for such a minor incident seems 
absurd," sheyadded. 


MANDIRA PURIE, New Delhi 
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lohun Bagan supreme 


The champions have reached their goal 


OHUN Bagan haven’t had it so 

good in years. Starting out as a 
probable also-ran, the club swept all 
opposition aside to win the Caicutta 
Senior Division League and then the 
prestigious IFA (Indian Football 
Association) Shield to mark its se- 
cond successive “double” in Calcutta, 
And this with a team, the only virtue 


of which was a set of players who 
had taken the field together for about 
three years. When the league-started 
in May, the entire focus was-on East 
Bengal The club had recruited six 
outstation players in one year—some- 
thing unheard of since the carly -Fif- 
ties. The reputation of each player 
was such that it was a problem to 


A tussle for *he ball during the IFA final 
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. their first match and then made short 
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choose the first eleven. Most conspi- 
cuous was the forward line where 
nine players were vying with each 
other for the four berths available. 
Ultimately, the sheer force of mum- 
bers proved to be the bane of the 
club. Forces within the club were 
divided on what the final composition 
of the team should be. This was com- 
plicated further by the enforced ab- 
sence of Harjinder Singh due to an : 
injury. And, finally, confusion was 2 
confounded by the failure of some of 2 
е key players їо click to form. ш 
There was also an element of bad 3 
luck. The league issue could have 
been decided in East Bengal’s favour 
on the day they met Mohun Bagan. 
But a tale of missed chances forced. 
a draw. After Mohun Bagan had won - 
their match against Mohammedan 
Sporting, East Bengal again flounde- 
red on the rock of marksmanship, 
failing to score against the latter 
side. Despite winning all their other 
matches, East Bengal had to be con- - 
tent with the second position in the 
league. Their supporters swallowed 
this disappointment in the hope that 
the IFA Shield would bring them 
joy. This hope soared to greater 
heights when East Bengal beat a 
tough South Korean outfit in the tie 
breaker of their semi-final match. 
Conversely Mohun Bagan, who were 
fortunate in winning the league, had i 
an easy passage to the IFA Shield а 
final. They encountered Kalighat їп | 


work of Mohammedan Sporting with 
a display of speed and thrust that 
left the black-and-white shirts of the 
Mohammedan Sporting standing. The 
$-1 result was not a true index of 
Mohun Bagan's superiority. 

But better things were to follow 
for their fans. The final, on Septem- 
ber 16, 1979, was expected to be a 
tough fight for supremacy. Instead, - 
spectators saw the -unfamiliar specta- 
cle of East Bengal fumbling and 
sweating from the start and Mohun 
Bagan attacking in tremendous wa- 
ves. If Mohun Bagan had succeeded 
in converting the ‘sitters’ they recei- 
ved, the result would have been 
closer to six rather than the lone-goat 
wictory that they ultimately achieved. 
Such complete dominance has seldom 
béen seen on the Calcutta maidan. 

...And so, one more season has 
come to an end in Calcutta, a season 
which has seen the emergence of 
very few new ‘stars’ but has certainly 
consolidated the belief that football, 
today, is big business—with the three 
leading clubs reportedly investing 
nearly Rs 30 lakhs for player-recruit- 
ment alone. It is already clear that 
the “input” of players will be step- 
ped up next year, with Mohun Bagan, 
East Bengal and Mohammedan Spor- 
ting stepping up their drive for те 
cruiting new talent. While all this 
will undoubtedly result in good foot- 
ball, one wonders how good it will be 
for Calcutta soccer, considering that. 
several talented young players of - 
Bengal will thus be deprived of an 
opportunity to play for the ‘Big 
Three" е 


ARIJIT SEN, Calcutta 
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OLITICIANS never cease to 
amaze, particularly with their 
Stupidities. It seems that all the 
three main contenders for power 
are doing their best to commit sui- 
cide. In Mrs Gandhi’s camp, Sanjay 
Gandhi’s fastincreasing ` 
the word be omnipresent ?) influence 
in the selection of regional leaders 
and prospective candidates is becom- 
ing the most serious drawback to 
Mrs Gandhi’s return to power. In 
the Janata camp, the pronouncements 
of Balasaheb Deoras and his RSS 
colleagues are helping to confirm the 
worst suspicions of the saner ele- 
ments in our country (barring those, 
of course, who refuse to see). And 
in the Lok Dal, Mr Raj Narain's loud 
and exaggerated displays of his 
many personalities are strengthening 
the resentment that many people feel 
against his Party. Are the politicians 
in competition to help each other? 
Mr Raj Narain did enough to help 
others with his meaningless drama 
on October 2 in front of Gandhiji’s 
Samadhi. And the irresponsibility of 
his remarks, on Government media, 
on the date of elections, is reaching 
standards which even Mr Raj Narain 
in his glorious career has пої 
reached. Of course, Mr Raj Narain 
does not always talk nonsense; it is 
just that when he does, he has no 
parallel. Later during the day on 
October 2, Prime Minister Charan 
Singh made it clear that he had no 
intention of tolerating foolishness, 
not even when it emanated from the 
' mouth of his.most loyal servant. But 
the bigger question is : is Mr Charan 
Singh. or anyone else for «that mat- 
ted, capable of bridling Mr Raj 
Narain ? 2 А 
ntion which formally 
At the conve if «hc Lok Dal on 
ay on which Mr 
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‘Raj Narain made a very sober and 
responsible speech), Mr Charan Singh 
very specifically asked Raj Narain 
to do two things in the interests of 
the Party : first, try and control his 
tongue; second, give up his idea of 
washing Gandhiji’s samadhi with 
ganga jal. The advice clearly had no 
impact on Mr Raj Narain and the 
PM had to couch his request in much 
stronger terms at the public func 
tion to launch the peasant oriented 
Newspapers (Real India and Asli 
Bharat, in English and Hindi) on 
October 2, publications which will be 
under the control of peasants, not big 
industrialists.- The inherent tensions 
between the PM and Raj Narain 
were visible on the stage, particularly 
when the PM curtly told Raj Narain 
“Don’t argue”. 

There were predictable reactions 
cto Mr Raj Narain's performance. Mr 
Surendra Mohan, the Janata’s chief 
spokesman, wondered whether this 
was the India of everyone’s dreams. 
This may not be the India of any- 
one’s dreams, but it will still be a 
far better India than one dominated 
by the RSS. Indeed, the tensions 
within the Janata, though less vul- 
gar, are far more serious. 2 

It is rather ridiculous, to begin 
with, to find the Janata Party defen- 
ding the sanctity of Gandhiji’s sama- 
dhi, when the man who assassinated 
the Mahatma, Nathuram Godse, is 
being publicly extolled by a Janata 

LA, Dinanath Panday with cries of 
“Godse Zindabad !" Тһе silence of 
the Janata leadership on this issue 
is revealing. Is this the stage that 
we have reached that a hooligan who 
shouts in praise of the Mahatma’s 
assassin can get protection, assist- 
ance, and be quietly absolved by the 
"responsible" leadership of a national 
Party — a Party which, concurrent 
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audacity to call itselt | I 


ly, has the 
d Could there be a worse 


Gandhian? 


insult to the Mahatma? 


There were other problems for both 
the Janata and the Lok Dal — main- 
ly the rumours that top leaders of 
their Parties were searching for ways 
to “honourably” join the Congress(I). 
With the Janata the problem was 
worse, because the rumours surroun- 
ded none other than the man they 
had nominated as their Prime Minis- 
ter should the Party win the .elec- 
tions, Mr Jagjivan Ram himself. 
Finally, on October 1, Babuji told his 
Party categorically that he would not 
join Mrs Gandhi. On the other side, 
it was H. N. Bahuguna who was said 
to be negotiating a deal. During the 
last week of September, Bahuguna 
had the pleasing eperience of being 
wooed by everyone: Вај Narain, 
Devaraj Urs, and Sheikh Abdullah 
(on behalf of Mrs Gandhi). 

Raj Narain could become a really 
explosive issue in the coming wecks, 
proving a serious embarrassment to 
the Government and the various 


partners in the alliance with his pre- 
posterous outspokenness, The Chau- 
dhury may have to snub him even 
further, perhaps going to the extent 
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of taking away his job of “working 
president” of the Lok Dal. The re- 
percussions cannot but be damaging 
to the Lok Dal, as Raj Narain docs 
have a strong network of disciples, a 
cadre loyal purely to him. Charan _ 
Singh needs Raj Narain's active help: 
to win, particularly in UP. The Lok 
Dal may have a solid percentage of 
votes, but what it sorely lacks is апу — 3 
organisation to help deliver the votes. 4 
But if Mr Raj Narain is going to f 
fritter away his energy and time | 
making attacks at imaginary wind- à 
mills, if he is going to go about і 
searching for headlines of the kind 
he received in late September and — — 
early October, he can't be of much Е 
* help to his cause, One has only to 
contrast the Lok Dal position in 
Bihar to its position in Uttar Pradesh. 
While the Bihar Party is energised, 
while even the Bihar Congress seems ___ | 
vibrant and enthusiastic; the condi- à 
tion of the allies in UP is far less 
confident—although they have the 
same extent of support, by and large. 
The difference is that Karpoori Tha- 
kur is a master at the game of 
electioncering, while the operators - 
who can swing things around in UP 
on behalf of the Lok Dal and its 
alies are 
battles 
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ran Singh, Raj Narain and 
Bahuguna. 
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How will the Congress face up to 
44 the challenge posed by the Cong- 
геѕ5(1) in the coming elections? This 
was perhaps uppermost in the minds 
of all who had been following the 
recent decline in the fortunes of the 
first political Party of the country—as 
it met in Bangalore on September 12- 
13—be they ordinary citizens, journa- 
lists, AICC members, delegates or 
éven “invitees” (as the identity bad- 
ges on many proud chests endearing- 
ly proclaimed). The huge banner 
behind the rostrum read:  "Pre-split 
session of the A,CC". Other banners 
around the Glass House proclaimed 
in stilted prose definitely not written 
by an adman: “Get united to retain 
democracy" and “Save the nation 
from anarchy”. And when after.a 
tuneless rendering of Bande Mataram 
a terribly slack-jawed speech by 
Sardar Swaran Singh greeted the as- 
gembled Congressmen who filled but 
two-thirds of the regulation mattress- 
and-bolster covered floor, spirits 
began to sag. Could this assemblage 
fight a resurgent Congress(I) riding 
the crest of a new Indira wave? 
But a glimmer of hope appeared 
soon. Mr. Devaraj Urs, the Karna 
taka Chief Minister host of the ses- 
sion, took the floor and straightaway 
launched a broadside against Mrs 
Gandhi. Here was somebody who 
could at least muster enough decibels 
and deliver them with sufficient 
vigour to give notice of combat, 
equal or otherwise. He wasn’t going 
to fight shy of what had been upper- 
most in his mind for the last few 
months. If it rankled then it was 
better that it were out, After a few 
paragraphs of the mandatory рге 
amble on the state of the nation, 
etc, he came straight to the point: 
How Mrs Gandhi had treated him. 
"It is an irony of fate that the sincere 
efforts that T made towards the Con: 
pros unity should have culminated 
n Шү own expulsion from the Соп. 
grass D 3 a person who risked 
everything for the sake of Mrs Indira 
Gandhi so soon got this reward. It 
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is much more ironical that some peo- 
ple who totally shunned Mrs Gandhi 
after her defeat and for whom her 
very name had become an anathema 
are now on a rat race to her camp." 
He then described the Janata plainly 
as an “anti-emergency and anti- 
Indira, Sanjay polarisation." And 
following it up with a shrewd bit of 
electioneering, he said that the old 
Congress pluralism that tried to in- 
clude both the rich and the poor had 
been given up and now “we shall 
stand by the poor and the downtrod- 
den..the minorities, the scheduled 
castes, the scheduled tribes and back- 
ward classes in particular." 

The speech was punctuated by 
frequent rounds of applause. The 
mood of the gathering was apparent. 
As the newspaper headlines in the 
last couple of days had anticipated, 
they were going to give themselves 
a new leader. The cue was the an- 
nouncement by the returning officer, 
Mr. Muhammad Shafi Qureshi, a 
little later that “Shri Devaraj Urs" 
had been "unanimously elected" the 
new president of the Party, and there 
was a standing ovation. He invited, 
he opted, he conquered. х 

Towards the end of the session the 
next day Mr. Urs was to give greater 
eyidence of the fight that was in him. 
[n his concluding remarks he said 
that Mrs Gandhi did not believe in 
her own 20-point programme and the 


only two Chief Ministers who had 
tried to implement the vital pro- 
gramme of land reform (those of 


Andhra and Karnataka) were both 
now in the Congress. The Chief 
Ministers that she would get if she 
came to power would be “stooges”. 
In a general search for positive elec- 
tion planks (at the session too many 
speakers for too long harped on Mrs 
Gandhi's misdeeds, and Mr, Urs was 
also guilty of this), he came out with 
three issues: implementing land refor- 
ms, tackling unemployment and fight- 
ing inflation. 
ALAS from the personal leader. 
ship that he may provide, the 


most obvious advantage to the Party 
of Mr. Urs becoming the Congress 
president (the merger of the Karna: 
taka Congress is a formality) is the 
presence, the Party has established 
now in the .sóuth. Mrs Gandhi can 
no longer expect a cake walk there 
and with the Congress emerging as 
a credible alternative the ‘Congress (1) 
will be facing straight fights. As the 
dominant Party this will be to its 
disadvantage, just as being the under- 
dog, it will find three-corner contests 
in the north difficult. The Congress 
has moderately good hopes in Kerala 
where Mr. A. K. Antony is quite wil- 
ling to face a midterm poll as de- 
manded by the CPI(M). The crucial 
factor there will be whether the CPI 
wil fall in line. From a radical 
ideological standpoint, the Congress 
can look on few States with as much 
satisfaction as Kerala. Its cadre and 
general level of leadership is com- 
mitted and has been slowly inducted 
from the grassroots. 

A considerable amount of interest 
was taken at the session on Maha- 
rashtra. There were many demands 
to invite Mr. Sharad Pawar. Mr. 
Tirpude lifted the spirits greatly by 
arriving on the second day. "Hope 
was centred around Annasaheb 
Shinde, with his known powers of 
persuasion, being able to forge a 
front with the other two. In the 
east, among the major states, the 
prospects ` appeared the most deso- 
late in West Bengal where it will 
have to be satisfied with whatever 
triflings the CPI(M) may decide to 
give. In the lobby Purabi Mukherjee 
blustered and pottered around incon- 
sequentially, while a strangely des- 
pirited Saugata Ray kept in the back- 
ground. Everybody had a regard for 
Das Munshi but didn’t think that he 
would make a significant difference. 
There were bright hopes though in 
Assam. 1 


For the Hindi-speaking north the 
other major decision that was forma- 
lised was the alliance with the Janata 
(S). By itself the 10-15 per cent 
popular support that the Party com- 
manded in most of the area would 
simply mean its demise, but with this 
significant little push Chaudhury 
Charan Singh would be in as home 
and dry as he could ever hope to be. 
Most Congressmen now agreed that 
Mr. Charan Singh has brought about 
a remarkable articulation of the as- 
pirations of the backward classes. 
With the parallel articulation of the 
harijans rural society was now fairly { 
clearly divided into four groups’ [ 
harijans, backwards, muslims and the : 
upper castes. The emergence of the ' 
backwards was seen by the more 
progressive among the Congressmen: 
us a much needed blow against the 
feudal social structure of the north 
which has not known any significant 
social reformation in modern history. 
To this extent they saw Charan Singh 
as a historical necessity in spite of 
the reaction implicit in the open 
caste appeal that was the basis ot 
his politics. 

In early May Mr. Urs had told this 
reporter, "I must have timing. I $ 


TUM OT 
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ETE RNG Te aes 


not want to be just another leader N 
in Delhi? The other point that he ®, 
had made then was he would only 3 
join hands with likeminded people. m 
In what was the most positive line < 
of electioneering uttered at the ses- з 
sion, he told delegates, “Со to the Ex 
villages and tell them, one of you, a 
villager, a son of a villager is the 
Prime Minister for the first time." 
So Mr Urs was eventually coming to- 
gether with his peer. 

As far as the main strategy to tight 
the election was concerned. the Con- 
gress seemed to have decided to relv 


1 
i 
[ 


| on an elaborate system of alliances 
| and adjustments. Here Мг. А. К. 
SA | Antony made a valuable sugges- 


tion born out of his experience in 
Kerala. First decide, he said, on the 
alliance partner for an area and agree 
with it on the division of seats. Then 
agree on which constituency goes to 
whom within the agreed total After 
that each Party would decide on the 
candidates who would stand from the 
constituencies allotted to it. A few . 
exceptlons could be made in this pro- 
cedure if there was a special candi 
-date who would definitely stand from 


a particular constituency. 

"Ihe ATCC also resolved to fight the C 
coming. elections in alliance with the : V 
Tangna (S) nor oniy onge the, com Ё д] B се 
mon leadership о audhury Charan ~ a m С AES F tH 
Singh but also with a common pro- Chandrajit Yadav being mobbed on the dais after his victory in the CWC Е А 
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à : а : m 
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peated references in speeches to the declared that she was not against of the State C 3 a M b. с 
past glory of the Indian National industrialists and the urban middle -with Sa adice S pos А ge ib ly 
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members to give up the cherished the hope of stability, the Congress take bookings foi the dele dtes ith | о 
old party symbol. A compromise ес ne see oen н wh me out cash Saran ia advance. DIS 
was made.: iti i 3 oi the irli 7 
Pus ШОМ сй ts ete. Oda n dere E IDE to AIR Airlines fret refused to opch o UR | а 
“wherever feasible" before the sen- the signi paren iwi ing that they didn’t do it for politi- | in 
tence ` pledging t i e significant amendment, moved by ney o 1 p | 
а. There dont Mrs COR MEME sinha, to PERN р ые һе enge i | b 
ed and strenuous assertions that this typi : AIL ea о gar MLC quoted them precedence | | 
was only an alliance and not a mer- niversity, being accepted. “Among But th Pré iference Was | d 
P Mt Chavan wa : ‹ the many callers at  Chandrajit ut the greatest diference | by 
out that the ашмас pans to pomi Yaday's hotel room, who were there ‘Hat. after a long time, Congre | С 
the Congress would be maintained to congratulate him for winning in again gor a tase Ut inner PASA the | 2 
This was made al the more neces. the GWC poll with the . maximum cracy. through. thee elections i elec | x 
sary by Mrs Gandhi's statement on number of votes, was Mr. S. A working committee and’ centra had | = 
EM Ear AICE ишш the respected Rajya Sabha tion committee. Congressmen е & 
of-the Congress(I) at New Delhi that member from UP. He was in turn hug. Plainly got oU ot pr Ghat lose | m 
just as the Congress(O) had commit- ged and thumped on the back for his Men how could Abdul à ооа 1 tk 
С Cu (0) had commit victory in the contest, for the four We simply votes? НЕР т 
Janata. so also was the Congress(S) seats in the central :elction com: mon dd (ONCE SUR TUE was _ Ч 
асык шше И tiie Janata(Sy шше As Mr. Hashmi sat down hé most gladdening case, позе аа ai 
Butaneoleaderhip. was clear in its A ШОЇ politician enough to hide the at of Mr. Tulsidas раззарр н 4 ti 
own mind and had the sank and file act that he was quite moved. With general secretary who was Shite | h 
DNI BT i abont the рр геп sincerity and, using ideo: election to the word thus WR т 
рда ШТ ЧО ЛЕ ПЕП КӨ Бете logical terminology that politicians He is one of the old faithfuls * ) 
forged. i s be seldom use in private conversation, үү, 9000 by the | Congress , " 
: he said, “Тһе Congress is again be- Бу ек , Even during the: ied hard р 
que most noticeable ideological Ming socialistic and secular" At . ү elections the | запа е he A iB 
shift that has taken place in the ISAS he wasn’t playing to the gallery ‘© get him to join them but 2" jes a 
Congress is ifs move to the Left, "a ЖЫ йер ae ме Urs Е t 


This was set out in forthright terms 
by Mr Devara) Urs but was really 


This AICC session was different 


confirmed in the results of the elec from others in many ways. There : 
tions to the working committee in were no welcome т: on the TM) tbe S tare, leader: and bat i 
which seven vacancies were filled uv. to Lalbagh. In the heart of coffec the St m th Ga Пу in V 
Of the seven elected five have a country the delegates went through ЫҢ, MI m 1055 Не м V 
decided leftist image. Mr. Chandra- the better part of the morning session and that too tying at the top VÀ P 
jit Yadav, Rajni Patel, Bhola Paswan the first day. without coffee or.any-- Chandrajit Yadav, both polling 
Shastri, Sarat Chandra Sinha and thing. The journalists in the Press votes och ! е К 
Vyalar "Ravi. If the alliance with the corner were more lucky. The trans- ; і s 
left forces does come about then the port arranged for the Youth Cong d ze ri 
Congress will certainly not be the odd ress rally the day before the session SUBIR ROY ; 
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Spot report : 


(€f HEARD that cinema collections 
went down during the Shah 
Commission hearings in Delhi,” said 
Mrs Indira Gandhi, during her re- 
cent tour of Andhra Pradesh. But 
throughout her three-day tour of 
Andhra, she emphasised that she 
wasn’t on an election tour, saying, 
“The election campaign will start 
when the election date is announ- 
ced.” During her tour she repeated- 
ly sought to comfort the drought 
stricken people by liberally doling 
out her opinions: she accused the 
Janata leaders of bringing shame to 
the nation, ruining the economy and 
accused Charan Singh of indulging 
in political skulduggery. : 
For a number of reasons it was 
expected that Mrs Gandhi would 
begin her election campaign in An- 
dhra. First, it is the only state ruled 
by the Congress (1). It returned 41 
Congress MPs in the March 1977 
elections. The only Janata MP elec- 
ted from that State was Neelam 
Sanjeeva Reddy. Even though a bi- 
tter feud persists between Dr Cha- 
nna Reddy, the Chief Minister, and 
the Congress (I) dissidents, both fac 
tions swear by Mrs Gandhi. Again, 
it was fitting that with Dr Reddy’s 
passion for religion and Mrs Gan- 
dhi’s eagerness to use religious sen- 
timents for her own ends, she should 


. have started her campaign at the 


Tirupathi temple. 

After landing in Madras on Sep- 
tember 7, Mrs Gandhi drove to Tiru- 
pathi, 160 kms away. The next morn- 
ing she attended the "suprabhatam" 
and ` witnessed the  "abhishekam" 
(the bathing of the idol of Lord 
Venkateswara with turmeric, milk 
and water), followed by an hourlong 


session of meditation. A few hours - 


later, addressing a big crowd at 
Pakala, Mrs Gandhi invoked Lord 
Venkateswara’s benediction оп the 
people, prayed for rain and delivered 
a political speech. All the while the 
crowd kept chanting: “Indira amma 
zindabzd". Soon, Tirupathi and its 
surrounding areas witnessed m 

rains for a few minutes and the next 


Andhra Pradesh 


Raining 
support 
for Indira 


day everyone in Andhra was talking 
about Mrs Gandhi’s “miracle”. 

'In the course of her speech, she 
said that the Janata Party had no 
business to seek the people's man- 
date once again, and, as the inter- 
preter was trying to imitate her emo- 
tional style, she began defending her 
20-point programme. She ridiculed 
the Government for having wasted 
time setting. up a plethora of com- 
missions. “All the depositions in my 
favour were neglected and only those 
against me were recorded," she said. 
“There are several charges of cor- 
ruption against Morarji Desai and 
Charan Singh. Why aren't commis- 
sions being appointed against them?" 
She was not at all interested in 
knowing who would contest against 
her. “But I hear they're putting up 
a mini Raj Narain against me," she 
quipped, obviously referring to B. P. 
Maurya, who was елсош ауса by 
Raj Narain to fight against her. “I 
am nor an astrologer, I cannot tell 
you what really will happen in these 
elections: I am afraid they may not 
be free,” she said in another Par- 
liamentary constituency. On the out- 
skirts of Kodur, a little drama was 
enacted. Mrs Gandhi got out of her 
car and forayed into a decrepit hut, 
and talked to a few women. As 
more. women began surrounding her, 
a police constable tried to "protect" 
her, but Mrs Gandhi literally chased 
away the policeman, shouting loudly 
that she shouldn't be separated from 
her people. 2 

As she 


nd Anantapur, she re 

Cuddappah a how the js 
ernment was dragging its 

nata Gov Gage. 


crores for the relief. 
wanted to know why 
remained one of the poorest districts 
in the country in spite of Mrs Gan- 
dbi's Party ruling the State for three 
decades. She had no answer. Instead, 
she began to emphasise, once again, 
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Another 

good reason 

to use | 
Firestone tyres 


For rough and rugged 
roads, Firestone tyres 
are the natural 
choice. Designed for 
fast traction, firm grip 
and cooler running, 
Firestone tyres also 
eliminate stone 
trapping. When 
you're on Firestone 
tyres the steering 

is effortlesss. 
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paying his 
college fees 
even before 
he begins 
school. : 


This is my little Rahul. 

He's three and just about 
learning to say ABC, yet I 
have already planned for his 
future education. 

I would not like him to 


work through college like I did. 


So I have taken out 
‘Grow Your Money Scheme’ 
with UCOBANK for 120 months 
and assured my son's 
college fees and other 

. associated expenses. 
` After maturity the whole 
. amount will be reinvested 
under the Fixed Deposit 
Scheme for meeting Rahul’s 
-monthly college expenses. 

With UCOBANK saving for 
fhe future is as easy as 
learning ABC. 


Just drop in at your nearest . 


branch for details. ME 


© United 
Commercial Bank 
the friend!y bank 
round the corner 
cco 
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that she had a clear vision “Ыт 
ing the nation's progress, and по- 
body could stop her: The Janata (S) 
attempt to stop her from contesting 
the election would be a futile bid, as 
people were solidly behind her. 
“Some say that I am going to contest 
from the South, there’s no basis for 
such talk. If you just come to the 
North, youll note how big crowds 
my Party is drawing..." Her three- 
day tour took her through seven 
Parliamentary constituencies, and lo- 
cal leaders vied with each other to 
invite her to contest from their own 
constituency. 


Ridiculing the publication 
of the Gupta Commission report (the 
Maruti probe), Mrs Gandhi quipped 
that she never read such reports, 
and she was convinced that people 
had lost faith in commissions and 
probe reports. If she wanted, she 
could've helped Sanjay Gandhi in 
several ways, but she let him tackle 
things on his own, and at last people 
were realising that all that was said 
and. written against him was part of 
a vindictive propaganda against her 
own family. 


ARTHUR PAIS 


Uttar Pradesh 


Two elections at the | 


price of one 


EOPLE close to the UP Chief 
Minister believe that the UP As- 
sembly is going to be dissolved by 
the third week of Ociober and fresh 
elections would be held along with 
the Lok Sabha elections. This im- 
pression has gained ground due to 
the policy the UP Government has 
recently adopted empowering legisla- 
tors to disburse more than Rs 20 
crores under the drought relief pro- 
ject. Officers are also being transfer- 
red on a rather large scale, and it is 
believed that their transfers are poli- 
tically motivated. Officers considered 
to be useful to the Government are 
being given charge of the district 
administration. - Such -decisions are 
being made on the basis of caste and 
and political leanings. A large num- 
ber of transfer orders were issued, 
only three days before the August 
no-confidence motion was scheduled 
to be decided. To cite one example, 
the Gollector of Farrukha-bad was 
transferred within minutes. 
The Government in UP is a mino- 


‘rity one, And in all probability, Mr 


Charan Singh would not like a Gov- 
ernment that is dependent on others, 
for its survival Besides, Mr. 
‘Charan Singh, who did not hesitate 
in recommending the dissolution of 
the Lok Sabha, would stand to gain 


in case a midterm poll is held to the 
UP Assembly. Mr. Charan Singh does 
not have a well-knit organisation in 
the State and his support is based on 
caste lines. 

For the Lok  Sabha elec 
tions, UP. is a very important State. 
Most important politictans are going 
to contest from this State. What $s 
to be seen, however, is how many of 
them shift to new constituencies for 
the elections. After all they have 
done precious little for the constitu: 


encies which elected them. Ral 
Narain wants to contest from 
Aligarh. Again, Atal Behar! 


Vajpayee is supposed 

replace Nanaji Deshmukh from GOP 
da. Chandrashekhar is looking {07 
an urban constituency, since Ballia I5 
primarily a rural constituency. Eve 
Mr Bahuguna appears to be in а 97 
His constituency, Lucknow, is note 
rious for rejecting candidates. in cas? 
he chooses to contest from one of the 


hill ‘constituencies, his oppouents 4/6. 


sure to put up a relative as v 
opponent against him. In Ш probo 
bility Mr Bahuguna will contest fro 

Phulpur, while Mrs Karala B 
guna may shift to anotLcr CO 
ency. Even Mrs Indira wandhi 
said to be looking for a safer CO 
tuency. She is a bit hesitant ад" 


j. Lucknow 


eld to the 
Singh does 
nisation in 
s based on 


ha elec 
tant State. 
are goin£ 
What !$ 
w many of 
jencies for 


contesting from Rae Bareili as 
Gandhi is thinking of renee: 
from Amethi. She feels that Amethi 
being 3 neighbouring constituency, 
may adversely affect her i 
in Rae Barelli. оршу 
Е This time it тау be difficult to 
judge the mood of the voters. Pohti- 
cians are basing all their speculations 
on caste alliances and money power. 
But even these criteria prove illusory 
and the voting may take place along 
different lines. One thing is certain 
—votes can no longer be won 
over by promises. The main question 
that will haunt the voters is: Who is 
going to become the next PM? 
According to present indications, 
these elections are going to be fought 
more violently than in the past. 
Firearins are going to replace lathis 
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and the possibilities of political mur- 
der cannot be ruled out. This is all 
the more likely, considering the num- 
ber of transfers that have taken 
place, and the administration may 
turn a blind eye to all such incidents. 
While some political observers are 
apprehensive about the outbreak of 
large scale violence, prominent Ja- 
nata Party leaders in UP feel that 
the members of the erstwhile Jana 
Sangh may get more tickets than the 
others. Even Mr Raj Mangal Pandey, 
the leader of the JLP, is expecting 
this. But all said and done, the voters 
have not been left with much of a 
choice. They have to choose between 
the bad and the worse. 


SANTOSH BHARTIYA 


| Asides - 


Г is not strange, said a wise friend 

of ours, that the film industry 
should be in the running for a seat 
in the Parliament. After all, what is 
the real difference between a politi- 
cian and an actor ? Just the prefix 
*abhi". Explaining, he said, the word 
for a leading politician is “neta” and 
the word for an actor is “abhineta.” 

The film industry has formed the 
National Party and according to Mr 
G. P. Sippy it “aspires to be the plat- 
form for all like-minded people from 
all walks of life — intellectuals, thin- 
kers, professionals, businessmen, 
workers, farmers, housewives and the 
youth:” Sippy, or rather the draft 
manifesto of the Party, claims that 
"for too long the real problems ta 
ing the country have been avoided 
by the professional politicians. It ha» 
been in their interest to create bogey 
issues, and thereby avoid taking dras- 
tic action or making sweeping basic 
reforms". The manifesto itself which 
runs into 13 pages of promises to 
everybody includes tax holidays for 
the blackmoneywallas and doing 
away with licences. It beats even the 
former Swatantra Party in propagat- 
ing a laissez-faire economy. 


Netas and 
abhi netas 


The film industry is ambitious. Ti 
wants to provide an alternative to the 
opportunist politician—the profession- 
al politician. But is there much differ- 


ence between the two? Not really. 
Says.Basu Bhattacharya, the enfant 
terrible of the  producers' world : 


*Both have their chamchas and midd- 
lemen, both allow images to be crea- 
ted for them, and both are unapproa- 
chable, except through their cham- 


chas”. 


Nimai Ghosh 
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` ya Pradesh and I told him my plans 
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The institution of chamehas is what 
keeps the filmstar and the politician 
going. Recounting his experience диг | 
ing the shooting of Teest Kasam 
in Madhya Pradesh ,with the mighty 
Raj Kapoor, Basu says: 4We had to 
do a scene at sunrise and I told a 
chamcha of Raj that he should see 
that Raj is brought to the location 
ten minutes before sunrise. The 
chamcha. nearly fainted апа said, 
*You expect him to come before sun- 
rise? The sun rises for Rajji in the 
studio and it will stay there till he 
wakes up even if it’s midday. The 
sun salaams Rajji and mot vice versa. 
Don't ever think of asking him to 
appear on location before sunrise.’ I - 
was puzzled but determined to get 
Raj on the scene because I insist on 
shooting the actual sunrise. I went to 
Rajji’s room where he was entertain- 
ing some of the top officials of Madh- 


and said he would have to go to be 
shortly if he was to make it befor 
sunrise. I also told him that my unit 
and I would have tea with him be- 
fore that. And you know what he 
did? He told all his guests, “You have 
heard what Basu Bhattacharya just 
told me. So goodnight’, and he left. 
Next morning, Waheeda, I and others 
landed on location 20 minutes before 
sunrise and Rajji was already there 
waiting for us. 


The whole business of the film in 
dustry entering the election fray i: 
intriguing. Of course, the names as 
sociated with the National Party be- 
long to the big banners, they are not 
busy filmmakers and can afford to 
spend time politicking. But what 1s 
the real reason? They are, of course, 
confused, disillusioned, and disgusted 
with professional politicians as most 
citizens of India are. But will, and 
can, they ever fill the gap? Of cour- 
se, they solve major problems. on the 
screen. Social revolutions of a low 
caste girl marrying. a high caste man 
without paying dowry work out okay 
on screen, destitute mothers find abs- 
conding husbands in courtrooms el- 
ther as judges or lawyers, the Gabbar 
Singhs take from the rich to give the 
foor. But can they do this in real 
lite without any ideology? Or will 
they just be of nuisance value, add 
ing to the cacophony of candidates 
that contest each year, thinking they 
are the only solution to India’s pro- 
blems. According to one observer, til 
now they supported candidates, but 
if they become candidates themselves 
they could be in a bargaining post- 
tion. This would be their strength, 
They could make money if asked to 
retire from the contest at the last — 
moment. The situation is full of po: 
tential for making money. Being neu: 
tral they will have a bigger price and 
if the candidate in whose favour 
they resign, makes it to Parliament - 
they will be in an even better bar- 
gaining position. This may sound un 
charitable. But this is life. If its life 
for a "neta", it’s the same for an a 
hineta.’ After all the difference і 
only in the prefix. ix 
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NOBODY is happy about the 
iN coming elections, except the 
devotees of Mrs Indira Gandhi 
and they are laughing all the way 
to the bank. (Supposing the bank 
is empty, and somebody else has 


taken the goodies away? But 
that’s another story). The elite 
in particular seems paranoid : 


what will happen if Mrs G comes 


back? . Possibly, awful things; 
possibly, nothing much. In any 
case, we can’t have selective 


‘Tf the people want her back, Shah 
Commission, Maruti Commission 

| and all, come back she will. And 
E s “if the guardians of democracy 
QC Jave any battles to fight later on, 

= let them fight it out later on, ins- 

: (cad of beginning to weep copious 
M tears. just now. And maybe the 
| urban intellectuals would not cry 
i] so much if they left their urban 
a look at the 
When I say the 


|. 
| 
я 
ا‎ 
| democracy, a la Pakistan, can we? 
| 
| 
| 
1 
! 
| 
| 


| niches and took 

| 4 villages. PS: . [ t 

elite, L do pot include industrial- 

| ists. They are delighted at the 

| 3 very thought of Chaudhury Cha- 

| E ran Singh being removed from 
| / power. 


AN I take the liberty of inject- 
ing some humour into thc 
awful paranoia ? Both the stories 
X | are dirty: the first is true and 
5 z Ў the second a product of an excit- 
= wm ing imagination. Being a work of 
E fiction, the second is naturally 
| better, funnier and more dirty 
| : than the first. The first story I 
owe to Punch. Apparently, Wal- 
| _ ter Brown, the Labour Party’s 
of co Lc deputy national organiser, was 
im thd _. canvassing in Surbiton during 
" Britain's general election earlier 
this year. Brown knocked on a 
door and a man's voice said, 
“Come in, Pm in bed". Brown 
- entered, and found the man in 
Қ. ES bed with a woman. “I’ve always 
ot La voted Labour, you can count ‘on 
^on OB me,” the man said. Brown ask- 
атая -| ed: “And your wife?" Тһе 
3 | man replied: “Oh, this isn't my 
—  —] wife, this is Mrs Jones from num- 
x ber 6" 


To top this one, I have the 
other story of a Labour Party 
official who fell in love with and 

_ duly married a lady who was a 
very strong supporter of the Con- 
servative Party. You know how 
it is with these political types, and 
hardly had they finished the wed. 

a | ding breakfast than they fell into 

01 8 _ a violent quarrel, and within 

minutes were not on talking terms 
with each other. The stiff upper 

2 lip of the British is famous, and. 

Гг А neither would compromise. The 

time came to go to bed, but who 
would break the ice? So they 
turned their backs on each other 
and went to sleep on the new 


marital bed, back to back, on this 
most important of nights. Finally. 
the lady, who was, if you recall, a 
strong supporter. of the Conserva- 
tives, could not. restrain herself 
anymore, and whispered to her 
new husband : “Darling...dat- 
ling...there is а split in the Con- 
servative Party.... If the Labour 
candidate stood now І think he 
could get in quite easily". The 


husband turned around, and with 
a gruff voice, almost barked out : 
“The hell he would. He's already 
stood as an independent and los! 
his deposit !” 


erpug jo sour, IYJ. ASLON УЛЛУ] 


have chalked out we will be 

having e'ector2l understanding 

with every party in the coun- 
try excopt our own! 


ITH election fever beginning 

to catch on slowly, the slogan 
writers of the various Parties have 
begun wracking their brains. The 
effectiveness of a good slogan was 
evident both in 1971 (Garibi 
Hatao; this was created by Shri- 
kant Verma, the excellent writer 
and Mrs Gandhi loyalist who was 
rewarded for his contribution with 
à seat in the Rajya Sabha; he 


has remained with Mrs Gandhi 
through the trials and tribula- 
lions) and in 1977. The Janata 


Party's catchy slogans still ring 
pleasantly in the meniory : what 
a time of hope it was! Khush- 
want Singh has provided the 
theory behind the key :slogan in 
Mrs Gandhi’s campaign this time. 
Indira Gandhi lao, desh bachao. 
His parallel is with France and De 
Gaulle: when France was 10 a 
mess De Gaulle was brought back 
to rescue the country. Let's see 
if Mrs Gandhi lives up to her slo- 
gan. The Janata's main slogan 
reflects its bitterness : it will be 
Defeat Defectors. When friends 
fall out, the tendency to leave 
the door open for the common 
eneiny is always pronounced. The 
Janata(S) slogan will be around 
this theme: Garib jagao, desh 
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„elses self-allocated 


(Awaken the poor, save 
the country). The catchiest of 
the jingles has come from the 
Janata(S) camp. It goes: San. 
jay, Kanti, Suresh Ram, Bech ke 
kha gaya Hindustan . (Sanjay, 
Kanti and Suresh Ram, have sold 
the country down the drain). 


iE other favourite parlour 

game — well media game 
ioo — has begun: predicting who 
wil win how many seats. The 
demand for astrologers is very 
high, and presumably they are 
extracting a heavy price from the 
anxious claimants to power, Re. 
ports say that even Mr Raj 
Narain's favourite tantric has de. 
serted him and predicted a vic. 
tory for Mrs Gandhi. Well, any. 
one who trusts  astrologers too 
much might learn a lesson from 
the number who predicted a 
smashing victory for Mrs Gandhi 
in 1977. But more than astro- 
logers are involved in this game. 
Most predictions at the moment 
are nothing but exercises in 
wish-fulfilment : the simple truth 
is that nobody knows as yet how 
this election is going to turn out. 
[ mean, barring the simple fact 
that there could be one of four 
results : a victory for the Alliance, 
for Mrs Gandhi, for the Janata, 
or confusion. But Maneka Gan- 
dhi in her very own magazine 
Surya has decided to venture in- 
to the dangerous realms of pre 
dictions, and confidently states 
that her mother-in-law апа hus 
band’s Party will win 370 seats. 
You never know: anything can 
happen. But I doubt if even 
staunch loyalists of the Congress 
(I) who work in the field would 
venture to predict such a victory. 
What I found most intriguing was 
that Mrs Maneka Gandhi had 
awarded the Congress($) with five 
seats. Now just who could five 


bachao. 


people be, who have had the hon- 2 


our of being recognised as poten 
tial victors by their fiercest anta 
gonists ? 2 


Q URERISE, surprise. There are 
gentlemen still left in Calcutta 
politics. The walls of this city 
are a favourite target of slogan 
mongers, at the t 
times; around election time the 
virginity of no -wall is spared. 


What is most interesting is that 


ou will find quite a few walls 
ewe whitewashed, and blank 
with a legend on them: Space 
reserved for Congress(I), or, SPE 
reserved for CPI(M). Apparently, 
this understanding is maintainer 
and no one poaches on anybo 
space ДЕШЕ 
walls guarding the Birla res 0 
in South Calcutta have been ге 
served by the Congress(I). Doe 
that mean anything ? : 
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The mullahs are without mercy, reports FRED HALLIDAY from Iran 


T does not take one long to sense 
I the ferocious Rightwing Islamic 
fervour that grips much of Iran 
today. In airport arrival 
һай, in front of the (unattend- 
ed health . controls hangs a 
poster ou which the dove of peace 
is being ripped open by a hammer 
and sickle. Underneath runs the 
simple message: ‘The Mirage’. Along 
the walls on the way into Tehran the 
slogans 'Death to Communism' and 
‘Death to the Fedayin’ can be seen, 
and amid the  plethora of renamed 
streets none is called after any left- 
winger who gave his or her life in 
the 25-year struggle against the 
Shah. Huge placards show an Iranian 
revolutionary breaking through shack- 
les imposed by both the Russian and 
US flags, and the walls of the mas- 
sive Soviet embassy compound in the 
centre of the city are daubed with 
hostile slogans. 

The second night I was in Iran I 
attended, the first major public rally 
held by ‘the Tudeh, or Communist 
Party, in the 30 years since it was 
banned by\the Shah. A crowd of 
around 50.000 people had gathered 
to hear Ehsan  Tabari, the party's 
leading theoretician and the grand- 
son of an Ayatollah, who was now a 
candidate in the coming elections for 
a Council of Experts to discuss the 
constitution. Most of the crowd ap- 
peared to be students, but there was 
more than a sprinkling of older peo: 
ple, gnarled representatives of ano- 
ther age. As several hundred ste- 
wards with linked arms guarded the 
perimeter of the meeting, groups of 
right-wing youths, named  'Phalang 
ist] by their opponents, roamed 
around shouting ‘Death to the Tudeh 
and the Fedayis, Social Parasites’ 
and repeating the most frequent 
rightist slogan heard in Iran: ‘There 
is no Party but the Party of God. 
No Leader but the Spirit of God,’ 
the latter being a reference to Kho- 
meini. Thwarted in their main aim 
of disrupting the meeting, these 
Islamic militants turned on a hapless 
Iranian press photographer, and 
after chasing him across the campus 
grounds smashed his equipment and 
pummelled him to the ground amid 
chants of ‘Allah is Great’. 

This hysteria is not confined to 
Muslim activists on the street, but 
can be found at the centre of the 
Islamic Government from which it 
receives strong encouragement. Two 
of Khomeini's top advisers whom I 
interviewed, Foreign Minister Yazdi, 
Radio and TV Director Ghotbzadeh, 
had blamed the Left for Iran’s pre- 
sent troubles and claimed that the 


1 
@ x 
EF c 


‘Ayatollah EROR 


Left had played no role in the revo- 
lution thàt overthrew the Shah. A 
similar view is held by  Ayatollah 
Nuri, one of the key organisers of 
last year's anti-Shah demonstrations 
in Tehran. 

For weeks, offices and bookshops 
belonging to left-wing organisations 
in the provinces have been attacked. 
On Friday August 10, for example, 
crowds coming out of the mosque in 
the Azerbaijani town of Urumieh 
burnt down the Fedayin bookstore, 
and this was followed by attacks on 
left-wing offices and — bookstalls in 
Tehran on the following Monday. 
The new press law, which makes 
criticism of the  Ayatollahs illegal 
and enforces wide-ranging censorship 
of domestic and foreign reporting, is 
another blow at those who criticise 
the policy of the Islamic government. 

The attack on the Left by leading 
Government officials often takes the 
form of a rather crude scape-goating 
Bani-Sadr told me that the left was 
to blame for the standstill in indus- 
try, and both he and Ghotbzadeh 
blamed the unrest among Turks, 
Arabs and Turcomans on leftist inter- 
ference, avoiding the question of 
whether the demands of these peo- 
ple were legitimate or not. Their 
defence of current policy towards the 
Kurds sounded like Ethiopian offi- 
cials legitimating their repressive 
policies in Eritrea on the grounds 
that the regional opposition forces 
were also ‘agents’ of foreign powers. 

In a tragic irony many of those 
who were in the forefront of the 
struggle against. the Shah are now 
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> pnce again on the receiving end of 


Government -repression and right- 
wing violence. Mohammad Reza Sa- 
'adati. a member of the Kojahidin of 
the People guerrillas, who spent 
years in jail under the Shah. has now 
been .arrested on charges of being a 
'Soviet spy' and has-the dublous dis- 
tinction of being the ‘first of the new. 


political prisoners known to. have f 


undergone torture. Slogans calling for 
his execution have been written on 
walls in Tehran. Over a dozen mem- 
bers of the Socialist Workers Party, 
arrested weeks ago in the southern 
town of Ahvaz. still await trial, as 
does the poet Nasim Khaksar, who 
earlier spent eight years in the 
Shah’s prisons. A lawyer I met 
had spent three years in jail, 
had been tortured by hanging 
on a cross — ‘like Spartacus and 
his poor friends’ as he put it to 
me — and had then had both his 
legs broken by SAVAK agents after | 
his release. He was recently kidnap- 
ped by unknown assailants and taken 
up into the hills north of Tehran 
where he was badly burnt on his back 
and chest. 

Mossadeq’s grandson, lawyer Head- 
yat Matin-Daftari, who was flogged 
and thrown over the side of a moun- 
tain in 1967 and imprisoned by the 
Shah last year, had to flee last week 
into hiding in order to escape arnest 
after the National Democratic Front, 
of which he is one of the leaders, 
organised the demonstration to pro- 
test the closure of opposition papers. 
A few days earlier I had lunched with 


„him and had found him, despite the 


evident tension in the country, to be 
quietly optimistic. He sensed, as 
other opposition members did, that 
the akhunds or religious leaders were 
overreaching themselves by interfer- 
ring in so many areas of public life 
and by their apparent inability to 
run the country. Many people felt 
that despite the current Government 
onslaught, the Left, allied with the 
movement for regional autonomy, 
could in the longer run establish a 
democratic system. One Azerbaijani 
poet І met went so far as to argue 
the daring thesis that events in Iran 
would mean ‘the end of Islam’, аз 
popular revulsion against the ak- 
hunds led to a backlash in the months 
ahead. 

Some signs of such resistance can _ 
be seen on the streets of northern _ 


fasting is obligatory, s 


Digitized 


drinks are open. People were smok- 
ing and playing music in public, and 
hosts proudly produced: the odd bottle 
of whisky or champagne. In the oil- 
fields. so I was told by a reliable 
source, the Government is taking no 
chances with the oil workers who de- 
monstrated their power so effectively 
last year: there the workers' canteen 
remains open all day, Ramadhan or 
not. 

Yet the power of the Islamic right 
must not be underestimated. Its ap- 
peal is not just an ideological one, 
since its strength rests on a set of in- 
stitutions that retain great power at 
the neighbourhood level. Ayatollah 
Nuri, for example, explained how he 
could call on thousands of people all 
over Tehran who had been students 
at his lectures over the past few 
years, and the new anti-Left tone of 
Khomeini’s regime is transmitted 
not just over the radio but in the 
Friday sessions' at the mosque and 
through local Islamic associations. 


НЕ position of women jllustrates 
the uncertain status of the new 
Islamic regime. Khomeini's claim be- 
fore his return to Iran that Islam 
guarantees equality of the sexes Was 
never true given the theory and 
the practice of all Islamic societies. 
But the attempt to impose Muslim 
clothing, whether the  cloak-like 
chador or the scarf-like hejab, was 
successfully resisted by the women’s 
demonstrations of last March. Since 
that time, there has been no marked 
increase in the wearing of Muslim 
clothing by women in the centre and 
north of Tehran, and many women 
even in government offices remain 
without it. 

However, Khomeini may wel try 
to enforce the hejab in the future 
and he is reported to have told a 
woman poet who visited him that he 
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would do so after the Islamic Consti. 
tution becomes law. In the mean 
time other factors are eating away 
at women's position. Although there 
are still women announcers оп the 
radio, all solo women singers have 
been taken off the  media—and 
Director Ghotbzadeh tried to tell me 
this was because they had all been- 
connected with the Imperial Court. 
Women's sports have been virtually 
stopped, and the few women judges 
serving in the courts have been re- 
allocated to their evident disgust 
that once Muslim law is imposed in 
the courts the Islamic prescription 
that one man’s testimony as a 
witness must be considered equal 
to that of two women will 
come into force. One woman 
was elected to the 73-person Council 
of Experts now discussing the draft- 
constitution, but she was a nominee 
of Khomeini’s and her election poster 
was a tragi-comic one, showing two 
eyes and a nose emerging from be- 
hind a black chador. 


Probably the  gravest attack on 
women's position has come in the 
realm of employment, where discri- 
mination, as in other countries, is 
justified on grounds of economic con- 
straint. Additionally, the organised 
feminist tide that was so successful 
in March has not. continued. Most 


left.groups seem to regard the ques- . 


tion of women as a secondary one, 
but while I saw no women at the 
Fedayin headquarters wearing head- 
scarves the Mojahidin told me that all 
women who join their organisation 
must wear one. One change the Gov- 
ernment will find hard to put through 
is the segregation of schools, since 
only 15 per cent of primary school 
teachers are men and an almost re- 
verse situation operates in secondary 
education. But the everyday pressur- 
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es оп women continue and it is easy 
for the demagogues of the right to 
talk of women’s emancipation as Part 
of some ‘alien’ imposition on Iran 
Even the late Dr Ali Shariati, sup. 
posedly the theorist of a new en 
lightened Islam. argues in his Oma; 


va Imamat that woman's liberation 


isa plot by” the western cosmetig 
monopolies to boost their exports to 
the third world. Here again, the pow. 
er of Islamic reaction over women 
must not be underestimated and one 
has only to see the phalanxes ор 
chanting black-cloaked women on 
right-wing demonstrations to realise 
that Khomeini and his people cag 
mobilise large numbers of women for 
their cause, such as fascist move. 
ments in Europe did in the 1930s. 

The position of the urban working 
class is, as yet, uncertain. Many fac. 
tories are idle or running at a reduc 
ed level of output, and the masses 
of migrant workers who flocked to 
the cities to work in construction 
have been dispersed by the stand. 
still in this sector, evident in the 
lines of unmoving cranes along the 
Tehran skyline. In the factories some 
of the workers committees set up 
during the last months of the strug- 
gle against the Shah have continued 
to operate. But it seems that many 
of these have been taken over by the 
akhunds or by the Revolutionary 
Committees and no substantial orga- 
nisations linking different factories 
have yet emerged to form the basis 
of a new trades union structure. The 
Islamic forces have been quick to see 
the need to pre-empt any threat from 
this source. While be fulminates 
against the left, Khomeini appeals to 
the workers in the name of Islam 
and a widely distributed poster de- 
picts an industrial worker holding 
an Islamic banner beneath a quota- 
tion from the Koran promising а 
speedy victory. 

The rhetoric of the regime places 
great emphasis on what it is doing 
for the mostazifin, a neologism based 
on the Arabic word for ‘week’, and 
usually translated as the ‘deprived’. 
A classic populist concept, it is dé 
signed to appeal to the working class 
without thereby scaring off the other 
class allies of the Islamic movement. 
Yet it would seem that despite the 
immense sums of money available 
from oil, the new regime has not 
brought tangible benefits to these 
people. Loans for housing of up to 
£12,000 (300,000 Tomans) are avail- 
able. but only to those who can make 
a deposit of one-tenth this amoun 
The economics correspondent of one 
pro-Islamic paper told me that apart 
from providing electricity of under 
100 Kilowatts free of charge nothiné 


‘had been done to benefit the poor in 


the six months since Khomeini any 
to power. Meanwhile inflation run 
at over 30 per cent. ic 
The standard themes of Islam 
theorists are those familiar to UI 
wing populist, and indeed, fà js 
movements elsewhere. Bani Sadr í 
‘Unitary Economics’, a farrago ttle 
Islamic and socialist ideas, is Wt А, 
more than confusionist rhetoric of 
ed with some religious allusions, 4 
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has so far led to no concrete pro- & 
could begin to solve ? 


gramme that 
ran's economic problems. When I 
met him, Bani Sadr laid great em- 
phasis upon how Iran remained a 


` dependent country in which imperia- 


lism still played a major role, but 
neither what he told me, nor what he 
had previously written, led me to be- 
lieve that he has a coherent grasp of 
the Iranian economy. Earlier, he told 
me that the spirituality of Khomeini 
had an important consolatory role to 
play given the serious material pri- 
vations to which the people would be 
exposed. 

The oft-heard slogan that "There is 
no Right nor Left in Islam’ and 
Khomeini’s appeals for Islamic unity 
are the conventional fare of overtly 
fascist regimes, coupled as they are 
with attacks on all opponents as be- 
ing ‘enemies of Islam’ and. with a 
facile attribution of links with impe- 
rialism to all who question his víews. 
Although he hardly ever mentions 
Iran, much of Khomeini's Islamic 
rhetoric is very nationalistic and his 
favourite ploy is to attack the Left for 
being western-influenced and alien to 
Tran’s traditions. His denunciations 
of the intelligentsia especially writ: 
ers and lawyers, and his attacks on 
the Press, indciate a willingness to 
stifle all critical discussion on the 
grounds that they are part of ап 
‘imperialist conspiracy’. Yet so deva- 
jued have such accusations become 
that more than one Iranian I met 
was able to argue at great length 
how Khomeini himself has been in- 
stalled by the CIA... 


E is as yet hard to evaluate the 

forces opposed te Khomeini, but 
they certainly go beyond the 
organised Parties of the Left. 
While Ayatollah Taleqani seems 
to have fallen into line behind 
Khomeini's rightist crusade, Ayat- 
ollah Sharriat-Madari, who called 
on his followers to boycott the re- 


A Government firing squad executing 


„эй E 


- Digitized by Sarayu Foundation Trust 


zrary 


; Delt 


E 


Supporters carry casket bearing 
Ayatollah Khomeini. He was murd 
clergy group of terrorists in August 


cent elections, remains a powerful 
foros, specially in his native Azer- 
baijan and among the estimated 


. l5 million Azerbaijanis who live in 


Tehran. The other  non-Persian 
Nationalities are also resistant to 
the  centralising tendencies ` of the 
Islamic Government, and the Kurds 
in particular are well-armed and 
should be able to resist the central 
Government for a long time. While 
they stress that they do not want 
to secede from Iran, the Kurds do 
want some form of substantial regio- 
nal autonomy, and the draft consti- 
tution, offering only some ill-defined 
local councils which bear no rela- 
tion to the nationalities themselves, 
is clearly inadequate to their 
demands. = 


Kurdish rebels 
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body of Haji Mehdi Eraqt, a close aide of и 
ered along with his son by an anti- 


The Left itself, based in Tehran 
but with substantial provincial sup: 
port, comprises a number of com- 
peting groups. The National Demo- 
cratic Front, which broke away from 
the National Front in March, com- 
prises a number of liberal and so- 
clalist groups. Although not a Party, 
and formally nearer the centre than 
other Left organisatoins, it has so 
far been the most consistently criti- 
cal of the Khomeini Government. 
Not only did the NDF call for a 
boycott of both the referendum on 


the Islamic Republic and the Coun- . 


cil of Experts elections, but it took 
the initiative in organising the pro- 
tests against censorship that spark- 
ed the recent clashes.: 

The two main former guerrilla 
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Kurdish guerrillas in battle-readiness hold the key town of Sardasht on 
the Iran-Iraq border 


groups, the Fedayin and the Moja- 
hidin, enjoy substantial support 
among young pedple and could pro- 
bably mount some Кіпа of armed 
resistance to a Right-wing onslaught. 
But their leadership, drawn from 
people who have spent much of their 
adult life in jail, is inexperienced 
and they have been indecisive in 
their attitude to Khomeini’s regime, 
trying to conserve their militant fol- 
lowing while not breaking complete- 
iy with the Government. Like the 
Peronist guerrillas who emerged into 
the open after the fall of the Argen- 
tinfan military dictatorship in 1973, 
they have found it difficult to turn 
their undoubted prestige as militant 
fighters against the old regime into 
a durable political movement. 

The oldest and wiliest of the Left 
groups is the Tudeh, in effect the 
Communist Party. Founded in 1941 
their leadership is much older than 
that of other groups, and they evi- 
dently have a substantial organisa- 
tion. They have chosen to back 
Khomeini without major reservation 
at this time: ‘We consider him on 
balance progressive, and since we 
cannot lead, we have to choose, was 
how one Party leader explained it to 
me. They remain in the most tradi- 
tional sense а рго-Ѕоуіеї Party, 
something that must do them im- 
mense harm in the current Iranian 
situation where anti-Russian feeling 
runs high. Тї is unlikely that their 
Concessions to Khomeini will in the 
end spare them from the force of 
the rightist onslaught, and 1 
paper is among those closed this 
week. Indeed, on Monday the autho- 
ritles sealed fe те or the Parvin 

e core o omeini's suppo 
Mes in the poorer, southern districts 
of Tehran and in the cities running 
southwards from there along the edge 
of the great desert that forms the 
core of Iran—Qom, Isfahan, Kashan, 
Yazad Shiraz. The second main holy 
city after Qom, Mashad, may also 


favour him and the resistance to his 
consent of an Islamic Republic in 
the rest of the country is still frag- 
mented. But with the economy in а 
major recession, and unrest in the 
regions, the initiative is slipping 
from-the Government's hands. 

Jt is in these circumstances that 
the state of the army and other re- 
pressive units becomes of major im- 
portance. Most estimates I heard 


indicate that about half of the pre- 
revolutionary army, say upwards of 


Im a woman; 


a woman whose skin is the mirror 
of the deserts 


and whose hair smells of. factory 
smoke. 


Im a woman— 
hands full of wounds, 


from the cutting blades of giant 
pain. 


How shameless of you to announce 
that my hunger js an illusion, 

my nakedness 

a make-believe. 


These lines have been taken from 
the poem, I’m a Woman, by 
Marzieh Ahmadi Oskooii who 
fought against the gross injustices 
and social imbalances within 
Iranian society. She was shot 
dead in May 1973 by the imperial 
forces. The is one of the 
many from the book—Echoes of 
Iranian Revolution—Poems of Re- 
volt and Liberation edi by 
Nasira Sharma and published by 
У! Publishing House Private 
Limited. The book is priced at Rs 
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150,000 men, remains in existence 
and there certainly seemed to be — 
plenty of soldiers in the barracks I 
saw in Tehran and in the mountains ' 
to the north. The air force is still 
flying missions, although Foreign 
Minister Yazdi categorically denied 
the reports put out by Opposition 
papers that some dozens of US tech- 
nicians had been brought back to 
the country. The army and air force 
have, however, lost most of their 
top commanders, and it will cer- 
tainly take time to rebuild the esprit 
de corps and the command structure . 
previously reliant on the Shah which 
were shattered in the revolutionary 
period. 

An extremely ominous develop- 
ment is the growth of irregular 
military units, recruiting young un- 
employed men to carry out vigilante 
duties. Security Chief and Deputy _ 
Premier Mostafa Chamran is said to 
command a force called the Regi- 
ment of Youth, and a group named 
the Black Shirts has been growing in 
south Tehran. The Jamshidabad 
barracks in Tehran are centre of 
another semi-official force called the 
Army of Guards, and then there are . 
both the Guards of the Islamic Revo- 
lution organised by the Government, 
and the Committee Guards, under in- 
dividuai mollahs and district chiefs. 
Il-trained and divided as these units 
may be, and incapable of facing 
seriously armed foes like the Kurds, 
they are nonetheless a formidable 
force for urban repression and can 
be sure of further expansion in a 
time of high unemployment, In late 
July up to 60,000 of such irregulars . 
paraded through the streets of Teh- 
гап. In a clampdown on the Left it 
would be to these elements, as much 
as to the regular army, that Kho- 
meini would be likely to turn. Equa- 
lly sinister is the rise of a new sec- - 
ret police organisation . called 
SAVAME-SAVAK with one word al- 
tered (‘Country’ changed to ‘Nation’). 
According to one man who recently 
came out of Evin jail, the imprisoned 
members of the former Counter-Es- 
pionage section of SAVAK were 
summoned to the central office there 

ome weeks ago and asked to start 
working again, for SAVAME. Some 
of the indictments against Left-win- 
gers now in jail are based on old 
SAVAK files. 


Amid the clamour and confusion of 
contemporary Iran, it has become 
obvious, more quickly than was 
generally expected, just how incapa- 
le Khomeini and his associates are 
of running Iran and how quickly 
they are falling back, turbaned 
akhunds and western-educated Minis- 
ters alike, on demagogy about ‘for- 
eign plote’ and on repression. Un- 
willing to guarantee basic democratic 
rights to the Press, the opposition of 
the nationalities, or to implement. a _ 
serious programme of social change,’ 
they are dragging the country to- 
wards a bloodbath, the outcome of 
which no one can AUS Khomeli 
may believe that Allah is Great 
it certainly seems to be the Dev 
whois working overtime /a-[rar 
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Drought! 


ARUN RANJAN finds out whether the disaster that 
struck Uttar Pradesh and Bihar was man or 


nature’s doing 


HE general view of the 
drough. that has gripped 
Uttar Pradesh is that it 
is the worst the State has 
witnessed in the last 40 
years. Fifty of the State's 56 districts 
have been affected, of which the 
worst-hit are Jaunpur, Mirzapur and 
Banda. The State capital Lucknow 


- has received reports of six deaths in 


Jaunpur, acute scarcity of water in 
Mirzapur, and an exodus of labourers 
from Bundelkhand. Only six of the 
State's hill districts have escaped tho 
ravages of the drought. 

With some rainfall only in the first 
week of July, the.scarcity of water 
has ‘badly affected large areas under 
cultivation. There was no more rain 
till the first of Augus, and on Sep- 
tember 7, Varanasi, Jaunpur and 
Mirzapur had nothing more than light 
drizzles; This brought some respite 
for the crops, The target area for the 
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kharif season was 102 lakh hectares, 
including crops such as paddy, jowar, 
bajra, maize, sugarcane, and til. Of 
these. 102 lakh hectares, the condi- 
lion of 65 lakh hectares of crops is 
particularly bad, the area having 
been rendered almost uncultivable 
by the lack of rain. Of the remain- 
ing 35 lakh hectares, irrigation 
facilities exist for only 23 lakh 
hectares, mostly in the form of tube- 
wells and pump sets. Besides this, 
there are 230 small and 10 big 
pumps. Water for irrigation in UP 
and Bihar is drawn from the upper 
Ganges, lower Ganges, Sarada, Ram 
Ganga, and the Gandak.  Posses of 
Home Guards keep vigil on their 
banks to ensure that there is no un- 
authorised diversion of water for 
irrigation, 

Last year the production of rice 
stood at 52.6 lakh tonnes. The target 
this year is 64 lakh tonnes, but ow- 


ing to the drought, the final Produc 


tion figure is not likely to exceed Bq 


lakh tonnes. The loss in rice produ 
tion alone is around Rs 400 crores 
The estimated production of maces: 
was 10 lakh tonnes, bajra 7 laki 
tonnes, jowar 5 lakh tonnes dal 
hang, urad and moong 15 lakh 
tonnes, and for coarse grains lik 
kodon, sawa and kakun 2.5 lakh 
tonnes, But due to the dry condi. 


tions this season, as much as 40 to 


70 per cent of these crops haye 
suffered, which accounts for a tota] 
loss of about Rs 200 crores. The 
target for production including the 
kharif crops was around 90 lakh 
tonnes, But the farmers would ђе 
lucky if they can manage even to pro. 
duce 50,000 tonnes. Under the cir. 
cumstances, it is doubtful if farmers 
will be able to harvest 40 per cent of 
the targeted crop production. Official 
estimates for production are based 
on the availability of irrigation facili. 
ties, power, and recorded rainfall, 
But owing to an acute shortage of all 
these aids, the State authorities esti- 
mated total crop losses at around 
Rs. 900 crores, 


All of Bihar’s 31 districts have been 
hit by the drought. But officially the 
Situation has only been described as 
"droughtlike". In official jargon, 
only areas where 75 per cent of 
crops have been damaged come un- 
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der ‘the category of a 
“drought”. Where 50 per сс GE 
crops have suffered, the areas would 
be termed "droughthit". Going by 
this definition, all the 31 districts 
are *drought-hit". In Palamau 
Hazaribagh, Dhanbad, Giridih, Roh. 
tas, Aurangabad. Nawadah and 
Monghyr the situation is particularly 
acute. The targeted production of 
foodgrains in the State was 112.5 
lakh tonnes and for jute, around 11 
lakh tonnes. Тһе target for food- 
grains included 90 lakh tonnes of 
rice and 11 lakh tonnes of maize, 
Bihar normally has some pre-monsoon 
rain, but this year it was scarce. 
There was little or no rain in June 
which resulted in losses in the pro- 
duction of jute, maize and pulses. 
Sporadic rainfall in the beginning of 
July was followed by sufficient rain- 
fall later in the month. However, 
some southern districts remained com- 
paratively dry. Till August 20, Sing- 
bhum, Dhanbad, Katihar, and Giridih 
had only half of the average rainfall 
they get in the period every year. 
There was approximately two-thirds 
of the normal rainfall at Aurangabad, 
Rohtas, Palamau, Madhubani, Begu- 
sarai, and Purnea. 

Excessive rainfall in North Bihar 
even caused floods, Both floods and 
drought hit the State together. The 
sowing of crops suffered due to the 
scarce rainfall, and even where sow- 
ing was possible, seedlings. could not 
sprout. While the target for paddy 
cultivation was 53 lakh hectares, 
crops were almost completely des- 
troyed in 8.5 lakh hectares.. Eventual- 
ly, cultivation of paddy was possible 
only in 34 lakh hectares. The target 
for maize cultivation was 9 lakh 
hectares, but the drought reduced 
the figure to four lakh hectares. Of 
the 1.6 hectares normally under jute 
cultivation, 16,000 hectares remained 
barren. According to official esti- 
mates, 20.5 lakh tonnes of rice valu- 
ed at Rs. 410 crores, 6 lakh tonnes of 
maize valued at Rs 90 crores, 2.5 
lakh bales of jute worth Rs 70 crores 
and other assorted crops worth Rs 10 
crores were damaged, bringing the 
total damages to Rs 580 crores. The 
situation is equally bad in Uttar 
Pradesh. 

It is evident that in UP and Bihar, 
70 per cent of the kharif crops have 
been damaged. Those which remain 
Standing are Sgchting a grim battle 
against the drought, The plight of 
the farmers would not have been so 
bad had the loss been restricted to 
Kharif crops, but under the present 
circumstances it seems that the rabi 
harvest too would be very seriously 
affected. The  cuicvctor's fate will 
be decided by the rainfall in October. 
It is probable that in the event of 
scanty rainfall in the coming months, 
drought could even lead to starvation. 

e villages in the interior could 
Well reach starvation point in the near 
future. The Centre has declared 
that it has at jts disposal 23 million 
tonnes of foodgrains in storage. The 
country produces around 130 million 
tonnes of foodgrains annually. There- 
fore 1.01 million tonnes are required 
to meet the emergency situation 
created by the drought. The kharif 
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crop production normally amounts to < 
around 60 lakh tonnes. According to 
official estimates, the kharif produce 
wil be 20 million tonnes in spite of 
the drought. This means.that after 
the kharif harvest; the warehouses 
will have around 43 million tonnes of 
foodgrains. If we forget the rabi 
crop for the moment, we will require 
52 million tonnes offoodgrains for 
the next 6 months, of which only 43 
million tonnes seem to be available: 
Officials believe that the amount 
available will at least save the people 
from starvation, This can only be 
achieved by organising an efficient 
system of distribution. Blackmarkete- 
ers are bound to have a field day as 
soon as the foodgrains reach the 
cities. Only the comparatively affluent 
city folks will be able to buy the 
foodgrains at inflated rates.. The 
villagers will be the worst sufferers. 
In the face of this grim situation, 
one wonders how soon and how well 
the distribution system can serve 
the villages. 

Of the 180 lakh hectares under 
cultivation in UP, only 8.2 lakh hec 
tares are irrigated. Ninetyeight lakh 
Hectares have to depend on rain. In 
Bihar, only 22 lakh hectares out of a 
total of 80 lakh hectares of arable 
land is under irrigation. Faulty tube- 
wells and insufficient power limit the 
irrigated areas to around 10 lakh 
hectares. In UP, for the same rea- 
sons, the benefits of irrigation are 
limited to about 60 lakh hectares, 

In Bihar, the Gandak, Kosi, Sone 
and Kyol Chandan Barua canals con- 
stitute the principal arteries of irri- 
gation. The Gandak and Kosi canals 
are not dry at the moment but they 
may cease to function, in the coming 
months. The Sone canal may soon 
become totally useless due to scanty 
rainfall. Qut of a total of 10,000 
tubewells- installed by the Govern- 
ment in the State, not more than 
6,000 аге functioning properly. Pri- 
vate tubewells number around 
1,26,000 in the Sta e, and 10,000 
among these are out of order. 
Shortage of power and diesel 
is a constant headache for the- far- 
mers. On an average. rhe machines 
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the fuel shortage is evideni 

are not able to irrigate more 
than a hectare against. their capa- 


ciy of two hectares. In,UP, there аге 
three major irrigation canals; over 
200 smaller canals fed by pumps 
and 10,52,454 tubewells, which are 
privately owned. The State Govern- 
ment has installed as many as 15,000 
tubewells. Forty per cent of private 
tubewells and 60 per cent among 
those owned by the Government 
need urgent repairs. › 
The State Government has issued 
a rule that power will he available 
for tubewells only from 10 p.m. to 4 
a.m. An irrigation official who re- 
turned from a tour of Ranchi, Nawa- 
dah and Hazaribagh told this corres- 
pondent that farmers do not get 
power for more than half an hour 
during the night! Power is genera- 
ted in Bihar at Patratu and Barauni. 
Patra‘u has eight thermal units. Even 
if one unit is shut down there is an 
immediate shortfall of 60 MW. The 
total power demand of the Sta'e is 
around 720 MW. But not more than 
200 +o 250 MW are generated daily. 
This figure, too, is not constant. 
Bihar also buys electricity from UP 
and Orissa to the tune of 55 MW. 
Therefore, not more than 300 MW 
are available daily. With this level 
of power production it is impossible 
to cope with the drought situation.: 
In UP, the thermal units are expected 
to produce 3,182 MW of power but 
the actual generation is only bet- 
ween 1,500—1,600 MW. (This is the 
production figure for 4.9.79). In UP 
only 36,000 villages out of a total of 
1,12,000 have electricity. Let us 
consider the situation prevail- 
ing in some of  UP's wer 
centres: Obhira is plagu by 
low quality coal ana 
machinery but is somehow function- 
ing. Rihand, a hydel power station, 
is closed. Ram Ganga may soon be 
shut down due to unavailability of 
water. Harduangaj, Panki and Ja- 
muna are functioning. The hydel 
power station at Chilla is running 
smoothly. Suhawla is oniy producing. 
3 MW daily against its installed capa: 
city of 13. EYES a b nm 
According to availapie statistic 
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ly 25 per cent of Rig arable la 

on Up and Bihar is under I ES 
Inadequate supplies of power and 
diesel have made a mockery of irriga. 
tion in these areas. The remaining 
75 per cent_is left to the whims of 
ER Successive Governments 
must be held responsible for this sad 
state of affairs. 


An official of the irrigation depart. 


ment told this correspondent: “The 
power  siuation has been always 
alarming. And we have always had 
poor irrigation facilities. But we 
have been hit by drought only this 
Why? Perhaps you can tell 
This statement. reflects the 


Were 
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_bumper crop, they bask in its glory. 


„ Dumper crop is also i 
Minister for political aa m 
Bx ls possible that the Government 
al Sing the drought to cover up its 
Ei on the agriculture, irrigation, 
at Power fronts. Before *he drought 
i In, cities in Bihar and UP were 
pes by power-cuts. When the 
a d t began, the Government de- 
ared that the countryside would 
enjoy priority in the allotmen of 


à 


, Power. Bu as things stand at the 


moment power js not adequatel 
available either in the «lagen or in 
the urban areas, in Bihar too irri- 
gation officials blame the electricity 
department for the mess. The Gov- 
the drought оош а qu^ (ог 
R =, со > 
failure of раш Ee Ure 


Politics of disaster 


People in the cities are apathetic, leaving politicians 
to exploit the situation, finds ARUN RANJAN 


Ч НЕ train was on its 
| way from Lucknow to 
Jaunpur, the district in 
UP worst hit by drought. 
When the train stopped 
at Ayodhya a large number of pil 
grims. entered it among whom was a 
sizable crowd of Marwaris. . Further 
down at Shahganj station another 
group of people entered. But they 
were different from the faces inside 
the train—ill-fed and dark with vac 
ant looks in their eyes. A ‘compassion’ 
ate’ passenger's voice was heard: 
“Since you are from the drought 
affected. regions, go to the Govern- 
ment for relief. Do пої come and 
disturb us.” The men did not re- 
ceive a single paise from any passen- 
ger inside the compartment. A young 
man suddenly asked: “How many 
persons have died of.hunger there? 
That was all the passengers could 
spare for the affected people—false 
sympathy and rude questions. Just 
outside Jaunpur station a dead bul- 
lock was seen. Comments , were 
immediately heard: “Did it die for 
lack of fodder? No, yaar, it doesn't 
look starved ™ 

Almost every other year the 
villagers in these areas put up with 
great hardship — floods, fires aud 
drought—and the city people never 
realise their «difficulties. First, bold 
headlines appear on the front pages 
of newspapers like: “Drought feared 
in State" ) 
worried". Very soon everything seems 
to disappear nto oblivion апа the 
news 
place in an obscure corner. Leaders 

gin issuing statements. Wherever 
we have gone in Bihar and UP—in 
the MLA hostels, coffee houses and 
newspaper offices the only discus- 
sions we have heard were about the 
coming elections. The intellectuals 
in the cities. ascribe the drought to 
the power crisis. In 
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er “State Government ` | 


about the drought finds its А 


the Central | 


secretariat in Lucknow I had a 
glimpse of the Government's attitude 
to the situation. The. information 
department could only give me the 
figures of the affected districts, the 
agriculture department could only 
provide me with the figures of food- 
grains destroyed while the figures 
for power and irrigation seemed to 
be in possession of only the heads of 
these departments It was clear that 
the administration did not have a 
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clear picture of the ‘situation. itself. - 


Apart from the chief secretary and 
the agriculture secretary, no one 
else, perhaps, had any idea about 
how much land in the State was 
irrigated and how much was affected. 
by the drought, what the capacity of 
the State's power stations were and 
how many pumping sets and tube- 
wells were working. These two offi- 
cials on the other hand were closet- 
ed in continuous meetings between 
themselves. The total damage due 
to the drought was officially put at 
Rs 600 crores. АП I wanted to ask 
was what the break-up of damages 
were. Since nobody could or was 
willing to answer my queries I was 
pushed from one table to another. 
During my futile search for answers 
I met the MLA from Faizabad, Mr 
Shyama Prasad Pradip. і 


According to Mr Pradip, official 
statistics show that in 18 blocks of 
his district 86 to 99 per cent of land 
area is under irrigation, which is 
almost as good as the figure for 
Puniab. - Statistics also show that in 
July 96.4 and in August 47.7 milli- 
metres of rainfall were recorded in 
the area. In reality, the rainfall was 
no more than one-third of 
this amount. 99.28 per cent of land 
area in Baskhari, 86.29 per cent in 
Ramnagar, and 93.4 per cent in 
Bhison, in the Faizabad district are 
under tubewell irrigation, according 
to official figures. Since these figures 
are exaggerated, not much reliance 
can be placed on the figures indicat- 
ing damages too. Statistical esti- 
mates are drawn up in cosy Govern 
‘ment offices, and relief measures and 
compensation are planned accord- 
ingly. Mr Pradip looked contemptu- 


- A lady surveymg the parched fields in Jaunpur 


` Assembly, 


MLA is entitled to two firs 

passes for travel by train o 

Under a recently enacted bill, 
tors are favoured in the allotment o 
telephone connections — telephones 
shall be installed wherever they re- 
side or work. 


` ously at the official chart showing 


districts he was 


damages in various 
down. 


holding and threw it : 

There is a curious connection be- 
tween drought and devious politi- 
cians. First, the people of an ara 
press politicians to declare their re- 
gions as “drought-affected [ 
to avail of relief. When _ this is 
done, politicians enjoy the kick-backs 
from relief measures. Here is ап 1m 
stanoe, Every year, the worst affect- 
ed area in the Jharkhand district, 
one of Bihar’s most backward re- 
gions, is Palamau. And every year 
there is a recurring campaign to 
have Madhubani, an area less 
severely affected by drought, declar- 
ed a "droughtaffected" area. The 
reason is that Madhubani 1s a Brah- 
min stronghold, and the Brahmins 
there are resourceful: the headlines 
of two papers controlled by the com- 
munity make the ‘drought in Madhu- 
‘bani’ their daily subject. The starva- 
‘tion deaths in Palamau make obscure 
‘inside-page stories. — Droughts have 
this habit of bringing politicians into 
the focus, in fact, they provide a fine 
opportunity to gauge politicians’. 
popularity. Sibu Soren, Bihar's adi- 
vasi leader from Jharkhand, along 
with three of his colleagues, has 
threatened that if the Santal Par- 
ganas are not declared drought- 
affected, no adivasi would cast his 
vote in the coming Parliamentary 
poll Politicians spare no pains to 
exaggerate the extent of the drought 
` in their own areas in order to gain 
support, and since they are the 
Jeaders of the masses, MLAs pretend 
to think about the "welfare" of their 
constituencies. They have a lot to 
gain for this, more than popular sup- 
port: thé more they pretend to be 
concerned, the more facilities they 
are given. At least this is what hap- 
pened in Uttar Pradesh. And the 
grant of special facilities to politi- 
cians, believe it or not, happened to 
be the first instance of any relief 
doled out by the UP Government !n 
the wake of the drought. The MLAs' 
daily allowance was increased from 
_ Rs 15 to Rs 30, and they received 
this amount while the legisla- 
ture was in session. Now they ave 
to get the allowance for two more 
lays—one prior to the sitting of the 
and for the day after it 
concluded, Along with this, they 
2 z, granted an allowance for 


second class, shall be entitled to ¢ 
travel for 25,000 ае Or 
pensation in cash. Ordinarily 
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district. ! 
earnings from clay pots,’ 


harijan said, 
An older from, these drought-prone 


getting ready to move 
^ How far had the sow- 
ә “There were no rains, 50 


ing gone + | É 
mers did not Sow. Now the 
E EK left for us is carting dead 


У 215” remarked a younger hari- 
A he Government’ officials 
visit the bigger villages. Who would 
care to visit a village of landless 
harijans? Who bothers about whe- 
ther or not we have had a square 
meal a day? It is apparent that 
relief does not percolate to the low- 
est levels. Whatever little relief we 
receive is in the form of alms. So 
the only option left is to migrate,” 
another young harijan of the village 
said. 

Bihar’s- Agriculture department has 
blamed the Irrigation officials for 
not making adequate arrangements 
for providing water to the farmers. 
The Irrigation department has in 
turn blamed the Power department, 
which is facing the problem of 


water shortage itself. What these 
three departments — Agriculture, 
Irrigation and Power — have in 


common, however, is an inability to 
deal with the situation within their 
limitations. As for the Power de- 
partment, this is evident from the 
manner in which the Lucknow Elec- 
tric Supply Undertaking's (LESU) 
directives are being flouted: an LESU 
ad signed by the resident engineer 
Mr S. Mazumdar says that under its 
fourth and fifth clauses aircondition 
ers and neon ad signs are not to be 
used in Government offices and 
State undertakings. But there are 


Relief runs dry 


PART from some of the 
finest perfumes 
country, the district of 
Jaunpur is famous for its 

=œ —*A|vege.ables, tobacco and a 
special variety of rice. Most of the 
crops this year have dried up due to 
the lack of rainfall which has brought 
nearly 75 per cent of the population, 
for whom. agriculture is the only 
means of livelihood, to the brink of 
starvation, Having already destroy- 
ed the kharif crop, the drought now 
poses a grave threat to the rabi crop 
in the area, The farmers for their 
part, are trying their best to irrigate 
their land manually with water from 
the Sharda canal. The level of the 


-Gomti, which runs through Jaunpur, 


has fallen steeply. There is a short- 
аке of water in the Sharda canal too; 
ше water takes as long as 20 to 22 
ays to reach the land, and in the 
prog ss more water dries up. Though 
the narda anal and its sub-canals 
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no signs of this order being complied 
with anywhere in Lucknow itself, 
The people in cities continue to look 
at the drought with detached поп. 
chalance. When I told him that І 
would like to ask the agricultura] 
produce commissioner the reasons 
for the drought, a city-bred journa- 
list in Lucknow remarked : “The 
only reason for the drought is that 
there have been no rains. What is 
there to ask?" This is the impres. j 
sion being encouraged by the Estab. | 
lishment. Did my journalist-frieng 
know — if in an area of 1,000 acres, | 
700 acres were arable, out of which | 
500 acres were without irrigation | 
facilities, and 200 irrigated, though | 
with less power and water than it 
actually needs, who was to account 
for the future of the farmers? The 
fate of the non-irrigated 500 acres 
was at the mercy of the rains; 
who would account for that of the 
remaining 200 acres — god or the 
Government? And who then is ulti- 
mately responsible for this scorching 
disaster? Is it an apathetic and neg- 
ligent Government, or god? These 
are questions that strike every think- 
ing person, questions to which there 
can be one stock answer : the 
drought was man-made. There is 
no one, even after all this, to ask the 
Government why it has not provided 
irrigation facilities in all the arable 
land in the State in the last three 
decades, Instead, people are spong. 
ing the Government for relief. This 
is what encourages politicians to 
deceive people. The Rihand Dam in | 
UP has been closed down ostensibly 

for lack of water. It is to be open- 
ed during the elections, obviously as 
a vote-catching device. Apart from 
destroying thousands of homes, one 
thing the drought has certainly done 
is to reveal politicians in their worst 
elements. 
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land area, only rich and prosperous 
farmers are left to benefit from this f 
because of the sale of the water at 
the exorbitant rate of Rs 5 to 10 pcr 
hour. A majority of the peasants 
who are extremely poor and cannot 
afford to buy the water, are forced 
to make a living themselves with 
whatever they сап grow. eir 
families are migrating to the cities In 
search of jobs, 

. Bejapur village, which is situated 
10 miles east of Jaunpur city has 
hardly any facility for modern irriga: 
tion, The agricultural holdings are 
scattered far and wide, and this 
makes it difficult for a single pump 
to distribute water to a number 0 
plots together. But despite the sorry 
lack of irrigation facilities, not only 
maize but also sugarcane is produced — 
in the area in abundance, according _ 
to a rich landholder Mr Rajendra 
Pratap, “When it started raining 
between June 16 to 18, the peasants 
"aw hope and began planting seed 
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without having to give Up 
satisfaction? 

Then the brand for you is 
GOLD FILTER. 
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Rs. 2.25 for 20 
(Local taxes extra) 
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CIGARETTE SMOKING IS INJURIOUS TO HEALTH 


STATUTORY WARNING 


cc. o In Public Domain. UP State 


‘ings from June 23. But the lack of 
rainfall after the sowing, and the 
shortage of electricity and diesel for 
the pumps, brought everything 10 
nought. The crops dried up. This 
meant losses for me of upto Rs. 4,000 
to 6,000 for the seeds and labour. If 
the crops were produced, they woul 
have fetched me as much as Rs 

So I have effectively lost 

This is also the 


lot of every other ‘prosperous’ 
peasant in Вејариг.” 
Speaking about the drought, the 


subdivisional magistrate of Kerakat 
said that all the 450 villages 1n 
Jalalpur, Muftigang, Kerakat and 
Domi, under the Kerakat sub-division. 
have been hit by the drought. Water 
barely reaches the pumps from the 
various canals becaues the sub- 
division is situated at the tailend of 
the irrigated area, the point farthest 
from the water-source. Even crops 
in the command area are therefore, 
drying, There are 85 public tube- 
wells, of which 12 are permanently 
defective, and 13 are not working 
because of minor defects. A number 
of private tubewells provide the 
much-needed relief. Last year there 
were 300 millimetres of rainfall till 
August, and this year the rainfall for 
the same period was 93 milli-metres 
` only. On September 2, the rainfall 
recorded was 2 mullimetres and Sep- 
tember 3 it was 6.5 millimetres. This 
"was ‘hardly sufficient for the kharif 
“стор, and there is no hope of апу 
- more rainfall now, because the rainy 
Season 15 almost over. 

According to Ramashray Yadav 
who Owns ten acres in Gajna, and 
Belkhara, there are about 250 
families in the two villages which till 
roughly 450 bighas of land. Apart 
from a few Yadavas, the rest till no 
more than 5 to 10 acres each, Among 
them are harijans, Thakurs, Koiris 
and Lohars. There is a public pump 
near the harijan basti in Gajna. 
Though there are about 16 to 17 
pumping sets in the village, this does 
not appear to help: this is evident 
from the sight at the maize planta- 
tions, where despite the presence of 
- tubewells and pumps within close 
а па the сора have dried. The 

›шпр$ are not workin 

of diesel. рш e за 


— Fab! crop, since the farmers h 

5 кР s plant ше to ee opm 
Gi e t 
been foracoming elp has also not 

rN, Vishwanathan, : 
young and enthusiastic t 
crops worth Ks 16 crores were 
damaged in the area. A food-for- 
work programme involving a 49-km 
. Stretch of road has been started. Of 
the 501 public tubewells only 423 are 
working. We heard a strange com- 
>з р1ашї in the DM's office: of the 600 
2 сиѕесѕ of water earmarked for Jaun- 


E pur and Sultanpur, ошу 500 are being 
928 received. Uf this Jaunpur's due 
E share is 40 per cent but it is only 
c receiving 25 per cent. On Septemb- 
er 5, the DM wrote in protest to the 
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State Government, ‘against the in- 
adequate arrangements made for the 
The UM contessed that only 


istrict | 
I per cent of the arable land in his 
district was irrigable, Mr Kedar 


of power or diesel. 
The Government has announced 


that the consumption of electricity in 
cities will be restricted to save more 
power for the villages. According to 
the new roster, power cuts are to be 
effective on one day from 12 noon to 
6 pm and on the next from 6 am to 
12 noon, and so on, on alternate days. 
Villages are supposed to receive 
power for 6 hours every day. But 
farmers complain of receiving power 
for not more than two to three hours 
every day, and this too between 
irregular infervals. Power cuts re- 
sult in problems in operating electric 


-— 


c 4 


ba \ 


Hanuman Prasad Singh | 


pumping sets, There is another pro- 
blem. Power for irrigation is sup- 
plied at night, but the peasants are 
unwilling to work at night because 
of the fear of snakes which abound 
in the fields. The inconvenient hours 
of power supply have angered the 
villagers. who allegedly beat up the 
electricity executive engineer, Mr R. 
N. Singh, on September 4-5. 


Mr Birendra Pratap Singh of 
Sakhoi village, talking DI a 
fellow farmer, Kedar Nath Singh. 


who owns a foreign tractor, said that 
besides ploughing 20 acres of his 
(Kedar's) land, the tractor was being 


used to plough hundreds of acres of - 


other farmers' land at 

1 ej a rate of Rs 
2 to 40 рег acre, (The differing 
rates were due to the different uses 


CC-0. In Public Domain. UP State Museum, Hazratganj. Lucknow 


the tractor was put to). Mr Birendra 
Pratap Siugh said that he had asked 
Kedar babu if he could use his trac. 
tor for ploughing four bighas of his 
own land, to which the latter replied 
that he would lend it only if given 
the diesel. “For the last 10 days my 
men have been looking for diesel in 
the city but in vain.” According to 
the local Janata(S) leader Mr Hanu- ; 
man Prasad Singh, the ten to 12 
petrol pumps in the city have not 
been able to obtain sufficient diesel, 
and whatever little they have is be- 
ing sold at the exonbitant rate of Rs 
3.30 per litre in the blackmarket 
whereas the actual cost is Rs 1.68 
per litre. Says Mr Hanuman Prasad 
Singh, “The Government has announc- 
ed that diesel will be supplied on 
production of ration cards, but why 
has nothing been done about it?” The 
racketing in diesel has already given 
rise to tension among the farmers. 
Sometime back the pesants and their 
leaders gheraoed a petro] pump on 
the Allahabad Road in the Naigang 
municipality. According to a state- 
ment by a Government spokesman, 
diesel permits shall soon be issued 
in the Jaunpur district under which 
30 litres per week are earmarked for 
pumping sets, 40 litres, per week for 
tractors, 40 litres per day for trucks 
and buses and 20 litres per day for. 
jeep taxies. This means a total of 
577 kilolitres of diesel wil be sup- 
plied to Jaunpur every month, while 
the actual demand in Jaunpur is 
for 1,600 kilolitres every month, The 
gap, between actual demand and 
the amount promised is obvious. With 
prospects of relief in the villages 
declining a massive exodus has start- 
ed towards towns and cities and an 
increasing number of people are tak- 
ing to pulling rickshaws and work- 
ing on construction sites as labourers. 
Only those who still have the courage 
and determination to survive on their 
land have stayed back. : 
The exodus from the villages can 
have serious implications for the 
agricultural economy since when the 
time comes for the rabi crop to be 
sown, there will be few hands around. 
The pósition of foodgrains is yet t0 
be ascertained. The Government has 
opened some. fair price foodgrains 
shops which are to sell wheat at à 
rate of Rs 138 рег quintal he 
market price of wheat has meanwhile 
shot up ta Rs 145 per quintal from 
Rs 120 per quintal a few days back. 
This shows the enormous profiteering 
in wheat prices. The Government 
harps on the fact that there are large 
stocks. of wheat in godowns, but has 
this helped check prices? AS for 
loans £o the peasants, the radio and 
newspapers announce that the Gov- 
ernment has decided to stop tempo- 
rarily the process of recovery of 
loans, But according to an .ех-МР 
t the Government 
circular to this effect insists on 
М i would 
be easy to recover them, 
pressurising the others. The langu- 
age being ambiguous, the circular 15 
interpreted according to convenience. 
so that non-payment of loans wou 
appear in some cases to be acts 0 
default, and in others, condonable- 
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s start- | when we reached Sakhoi: the where since there is mud all over. 
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'ourage | the soil was marshy. Dry land their houses might collapse at any 
n their | was пої visible anywhere. Thé moment. : 
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ien tbe | had sunk into the earth. A report on the situation was given 
| to be | Rajpati Singh told us the rea to him. It is said that the DM 
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Beginning October 7 


This week the Sun alone is j 
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^ n Virgo. 
Aquarius and Mars is in Cancer, 5 
through Taurus and Gemini from Ar 


ARIES (March 21 — 
April 20) An unexpect- 
ed journey is probable. 
Keep away from .quar- 
rels and erratic. actions. 
Exercise caution and circumspec- 
tion in all your dealings. If you 
proceed carefully, luck will favour 
you in subtle ways. This week is 
good for romance and matrimony. 
For people in the field of arts, suc- 
cess seems imminent. Letters are 
likely to bring good news. Good 


dates: 7, 8, 9 and 12. Lucky num- 
bers: 3 and 6. 
tion: 


Favourable direc- 
North-east. 


TAURUS (April 21 — 
May 22) Progress on 
the business front will 
surely lead to financia: 
gains. Your bad days 
are about to come to an end. Don't 
lack self-confidence. Employers 
and those in authority will prove 
very helpful in the coming days. 
Womenfolk will buy expensive cloth- 
es and ornaments. This week is 
favourable for courtship. Domestic 
and social problems must be solved 
peacefully. Good dates; 7, 8, 11 
and 13. Lucky numbers: 3 and 9. 


Favourable directions: South-east. 
and West. 
GEMINI (May 23 — 
June 21) Your  finan- 
cial front will prosper 
to no епа. You ‘may 


have to do a falr bit ot 
traveling too. Some extra expend.- 
ture i$ probable this week. Those in 
service may be promoted or trans- 
ferred. Mixing business with pleasure 
may prove fatal in the long run. Your 
friends will inspire you. The 
domestic scene will be a source of 
joy. Good dates: 8, 9 and 12. Lucky 
numbers: 7 and 11. Favourable direc- 
Поп: South. 


CANCER (June 22 — 
July 22) This will be a 
happler and more suc- 
cessful week. The stars 

: = promise a good time for 
romance and matrimonial affairs. An 
elderly relative will prove helpful to 
your new ventures. It Is likely that 
employers will favour you in many 
ways. Womenfolk will show great 
cooperation. Do not oe extravagant. 
Speculation will surely pay. Social 
engagements will keep you busy. 
Good dates: 8, 9 and 11. Lucky num: 
ber: 6. Favourable direction: South 


a = 


Venus, Mer 
Jupiter, 
ies. 


.. CC-0. In Public Domain. UP S 


ыу SLE He 


n AUD A PT AU 


LEO (July 23 — August 
22) Your intuitions and 
business acumen should 
help you to surmouht 
2 problems оп the finan- 
cial front. Soon, many of your recent 
problems will cease to bother you. 
Help from elders and secret sources 
will be forthcoming. Forge ahead 
on all fronts. You are, however, ad- 
vised against making impulsive 
changes. Be discreet in all your deal- 


(es 


ings. Do not feel shy to ask friends . 


for help. Good dates: 7, 9, 11 and 13. 
Lucky numbers: 2 and 7. Favourable 
directions: South and West. 


VIRGO (August 22 — 
September 22) Employ- 
ers and those in author- 


Ну may prove to be 

5 very hostile. Attend to 
business. It would be really foolish 
to neglect your profession. The 


heart should not rule your head. t 
you are careful and discreet in your 


dealings, luck may favour you. You 
will make new friends this week. 
The domestic scene will remain 


peaceful. Do not undertake dubious 
love adventures. Good dates: 10, 11 
and 13. Lucky numbers: 1 and 5. 
Favourable directions: South-west 
and North 


LIBRA (September 23 
—Octaber 22) Your 
héalth will show signs 
. Of improvement. On the 
financial front, things 
are: bound to brighten up. Utilise 
hidden reserves of energy to further 
your plans. Your ambitions are wlth- 
in your reach. For property mat- 
ters, this week will prove lucky. 
Exercise caution in romance. Good 
dates: 7, 8, 10 and 12. Lucky num- 
bers: 3 and 5. Favourable direc- 


ilon: South. 


SCORPIO (October 23 
— November 21) Exer- 
cise circumspection 
and caution Їп your 
speech and writing. All 
correspondence must be read tho- 
roughly. Examine all documents re- 
lating to business very carefully. 
Guard against deception and theft. 
Important paper should be kept In 
safe custody. An unexpected event 
beyond your control may put all 
your plans mto disarray. Keep your 
temper under control. Good dates: 


9, 11, 12 and 13. Lucky numbers: 4 


and 7. Favourable direction : West. 


Gangotri 


сигу and Uranus are in Libra, Neptune is in Scorpfo, Kethu 
Saturn and Rahu are conjoined ih the Sun. The Moon will be 
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is іп 
moving 


SAGITTARIUS (Novem- 
ber 22 — December 22) 
Despite small problems, 
this week will prove 
to be a happy one. 
Luck will favour you in more than 
one way. Those in authority will 
encourage your new ventures. The 
financial front will prosper and 
your family will have a comfortable 
time. Intellectual pursuits will pros- 
per. You are, however, advised 
against making erratic changes. A 
short journey is indicated. Good 
dates: 7, 8, 9 and 11. Lucky num- 
bers: 4 and 11. Favourable direc- 
"on: North-west. 

(Decem- 


CAPRICORN 
& S ber 23 — January 20) 
3 Your indomitable will- 


O4 power and perseverance 
NA vil help you to nego- 
tlate all obstacles placed in your 
path. Push all your business affairs 
to the utmost. Seek favours and 
make changes to achieve your goals. 
An old friend will render invaluable 
service. Keep away from gambling 
and doubtful love adventures. Medi- 
tation will ensure mental peace 
Good dates: 7, 8, 11 and 13. Lucky 
numbers: 3 and 9. Favourable direc- 
tions: ‘North and South. 


AQUARIUS (January 21 
— February 19) You 
y will achleve a fair mea- 
sure of success. Influen- 
tial friend’ and relatives 
will extend all possible help and co- 


operation. Artistic and intellectual 
pursuits will prosper during this 
week. This is the right period for 


entering into new contracts and busl- 
ness deals. Letters will bring good 
news. Romance is indicated. Good 
dates: 9, 10 and 13. Lucky numbers: 
3 and 6. Favourable direction: North. 


di PISCES (February 20 — 
REI March 20) This isa 


VQ petiod of trial for you. 
SCS 
SVK 


Patience and courage 
you through this long and 


should, however, see 
dark 


period. Exercise caution in all your | 


dealings. You may have to under- 
take long journeys. Devote time to 
business affairs. The domestic scene 
will be a source of joy and happi- 
'ness.Good dates: 8, 9, 10 and 12. 
Lucky numbers::3 and 9. Favourable 
dire ctions‘North and North-west. 
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. Totally different LIRIL. Rippled green with the 
exciting freshness of limes. Tangy, tingling LIRIL 
...makes a fresh new woman of you. 
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Dorfman (White) to play 
Position after Black's 16th move 


Chess fever 

CHESS is not a great spectator attraction. 
Relatively few people have a sufficiently 
deep knowledge of the game to understand 
the ins and outs ofa five-hour grandmaster 
struggle, and even for the fortunate minority 
the temptation to nod off half way through 
can be overpowering. Yet popular interest 
in chess is undoubtedly high. Viewing 
figuras for BBC-2's 'The Master Game' are 
good and would in fact seem to exceed the 
number of people in this country who actu- 
ally do play chess. It is this interest among 
people who presumably have only very little 
knowledge of the game which is particularly 
fascinatihg. 

The strangest example is that of the 
Philippines, hosts to the recent World 
Championship Match. Chess is officially the 
second most popular game/sport on these 
islands, first place going to, believe it or not, 
basket-ball. (The height of the average 
Filipino does not rise far beyond the level of 
Ronnie Corbett's kneecaps). Chess cover- 
age in the media is extensive, and Eugene 
Torre, their first grandmaster, enjoys the 
same level of popularity as a Bobby Moore 
or a Henry Cooper in this country. But, and 
this is the intriguing bit, precious few 


chess. | can best illustrate this by the follow- 
ing conversation which occurred when an 
ardent Korchnoi supporter phoned the play- 
ing hall during one of the World Champion- 
ship games to find out how her hero was 
getting on: 'Who is leading in today's 
game?' she inquired. 'Er - Mr Korchnoi, he 
is leading, Ma'am', came the reply after 
some daliberation. 

‘Oh good! By how much is he leading?’ 
This follow-up would have stumped all but 
the greatest authorities on the game: ‘Er — 
well, Ma'am. Mr Korchnoi, he has played 32 
moves and Mr Karpov, he has only played 

Today's game is from a country where the 
people really do know what they are talking 
about — when it comes to chess anyway ~ 
the USSR. 

White: Dorfman. Black: Grigorian 

Soviet Championship 1977 

King's Indian Defence t 

1. P—OB4, N—KB3; 2. N—OB3, P—KN3; 3. 
Бана; 4. P—04, P—03; 5. B—K2, 


P—Q5, P—B4 

knight does not stdnd so well here. Better 
11... N—K1. 

12. P—KN3, N—N3; 13. P—ON4, P xP; 14. 


Digitized by Sarayu Foundation Trust, Delhi an 


МАКЕТУ 


. World created а big impression, because 


Filipinos understand the first thing about : 


RxP, P—B4; 15. Pas, 
cial breakthrough. ADI 
15. - . Px BP; 16. P—Q6, 0—02; (олоялм) 
Losing by force. Relatively best was 16. . . 


1 D Б Рх re B—QNS, As Nimsowitch 
Say, 
blockades у, queen is not a good 
18... 0—01; 19. P—Q7, R—R4; 20. Q—N3-- 
K—N1; 21. N—NSI AxB; 22. Nx R, and 
Black resigned. His position has fallen apart ^ 
ehe зата Оп Bes . Bx P most accurate 4 
N—Q6! Q—K2 24 N(Q6)—87-- R xN 25 E 
NxR+ K—N1 25 N—R6++ mating. j | IPERI AL 


MICHAEL STEAN | m 


bridge 


Exhibitions held during the Edwardian era 
at Earls Court and in the Great White City at 
Pali) Bush were not commemorated 
by issue of special postage stamps but 
several were advertised by stamp-like pub- 
licity labels. Having no postal validity, these 
labels were neglected by Edwardian collec- 
tors and some types are now very scarce, 
costing towards £1. The Imperial interna- 
- . tional Exhibition publicised by this embodi-’ 
'ment of 'Peace and Commerce' was opened 
on 20 May 1909 by the Duke of Argyil. 


` C.W. HILL 


A SERIES of articles by the veteran Hungar- 
ian Géza Ottlik in the American: Bridge 


many of the positions he described were 
extremely unusual and seemed to belong to 
the world of problem-setters. The achieve- 
ment of Adventures In Card Play, by Ottlik 
and Hugh Kelsey (Gollancz, £7.95), is that it 
establishes the practicality of these difficult 
plays. It is a book ahead of its timê, but 
techniques improve; the Vienna coup? once 
the wonder of cafe society, now seems quite 
simple. | remember this deal from the 


quiz 


What is a Skinner Box? C 
Who coined the phrase ‘Theatre 
f panic'? 5 


Bridge World. 
@A52 
v 10653 QUESTIONS 
а 1 What Is white noise ? 
486 Ф J109 2. What Is degaussing ? 2 
vk9872 wre ¥4 3. What Is economic warfare 2 
$9873 S @ AK 10 4. What was Festung Europa ? 
74 K953 5. What Is concrete poetry? 
6 
T. 
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South plays In 3NT after East has openea 
One Spade. Spurning his partner's suit, 
West leads the 9 of diamonds, which is 
covered by the Jack and King. East returns a 
heart, won by the King, and a second 
diamond enables the defence to take the 
first four tricks. East exits with @ J. 

South, on the surface, has nine tricks 
—three spades, three hearts and (at least) 
three clubs, but'there are entry problems. 
Declarer reaches this-position: 
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South may play the King and Ace of jq 


ey 40 
ides, but what next? The heart 10 
БЕРЕГ him, and if he doesn't lead the опәийбешонә}; 
heart he can make only three clubs. But try eu Buys}. 
overtaking $ К with Ф A and leading Ф 10: ‘рива. 
now East із the sufferer! х ioheul 
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Basic to a beautiful bathroom! 


and your exclusive touch 


results! 
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И Binaca 
И Toothbrush. 
Its safe 
Д rounded — 
aa bristle tips 
И 00 пої — 


А Віпаса Toothbrush for all ages, 
fam all preferences. 


Neycer's exclusive range of designs and colours- 


Gracious homes not only in 
India but overseas as well, use 
Neycer's lovely and durable 
collection to advantage. 

For your bathroom, too, choose 
nothing less than Neycer. Add 
a personal touch with your 
own decorating ideas. 

The Neycer range and your 
imagination produce 
truly exclusive 


Beauty in your bathroom 
Beauty that lasts 


Ordinary 
bristle tips 
that tear 
the gums. 


CC-0. In Public Domain. UP State Museum, Hazratganj. Lucknow 
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HEY, STUPID CAT! HOW DID YOU LIKE 
OUR SINGING ? BUT YOU PROBABLY DON'T 
KNOW ANYTHING ABOUT MUSIC, 00 {002 


COME ON, STUPID CAT, TELL US WHAT 
YOU KNOW ABOUT BEETHOVEN... 
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^ An explosive & startlingly candid study of^ 
the life & world of high priced Sex Girls 


The "Indi. 


E an 
Call Girls 


Dr. Promilla Kapur 


Based on years of research and hundreds of 
' interviews, the book penetrates the secret, 
murky underworld of Indian Call-girls, college 
girls, single girls, married women, divorcees 
and widows, who rarely enjoy their “business” 
but are willing partners for anyone who can 

pay their price. 
“Fascinating, stark reality...The author has 
not let prudery inhibit her presentation 
of the sexual details...each case 
plunges us into an alien world of 
compelling reality. 


Director ¥ ° 
Greets ` ; 


МА кЕзеећагат EN BRILLIANTS | 
А Athinindia ШУ YEAR OF | 

| SEE TRIUMPH 
IN IIT 

ENTRANCE 


Dhabaleswar Kumar Panda ` 
Placed second among 460 - _ 
declared successful in the East Zone 
i* BRILLIANT’ S CANDIDATE 

D.K. Panda is 12th in India 


Rajvardhan Duphareof Del (I) | 
Amitdas of Dhanbad (2) First in 

India and Second in India among 
the Selected SC CANDIDATES | 
j are BRILLIANT'S Students. ў 


ш i 
=== | —The Illustrated Weekly 54 of the152selected. 
=== | from Madras City are - 
| 1: „a fascinating book on the murky BRILLI ANTS : 
underground мола of call-girls in - 
Media. [t explodes the traditional . STUDENTS 
myth of the SATI SAVITRI —— 
Indian women. 
—India Today 
IGY K Rs.14/- Ў 
= | AVAILABLE AT ALL BOOKSHOPS & BY VPP 
ڪڪ‎ 0 


5 Month Postal Tuition for IIT Entranc 


Write for a FREE copy.of Orient Literal, Review | 
MB ORIENT PAPERBACKS 


MadarsaRoad,Kashmere Gate, Delhi-110006 J 


. CC-0. In Public Domain. UP 
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There are some books that you would rather 
keep for yourself. Manorama Year Book, 

for example. Take the 1979 edition. It's a 
first rate reference book. Up-to-date. Accurate. 
And lucid. You wouldn't like to part with it 
for anything! 

Science & Technology: Essential inform- 
ation on space, medicine and health, 
progress of science, inventions and 
discoveries etc. 

History & Culture: The World— from 
prehistoric times— and India from 4000 B.C. 
upto the present days. Sketches of eminent 
men who have moulded human culture. 


The World: A review of all countries. 
India: Includes a new feature on all states. 


=U. In Public Domain. UPS 
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Special Feature: An authoritative article 
on the Marine Wealth of India. 


Manorama-Year Book —the fountain of 
knowledge. Get your copy today! 


Now available at all leading bookstalls. 


A prestige publication of 


о Б, 

Оў 

x55 MALAYALA MANORAMA - 
Kerala's largest circulated daily, published 
simultaneously from Kottayam, Calicut and Cochin. 
90th year of publication. 

Circulation nearly 4.5 lakh copies a day. 
Readership nearly 70 lakhs. Lowest mille-rate. 
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| RAIPUR : It was a strange marriage 
| — to please the God of rains, Indra 
|in a village 30 km from Mahasamund 
| jn the drought-hit Raipur district. 


f | The "bride" and the “bridegroom” 
|were kept in separate pets. They 
| were toads. The marriage was per- 


| formed with all the formalities in a 
| special “mantap? at an auspicious 
|ume workd out by pundits. The wed- 
Ч ding ceremonies were conducted by 
f women — men were allowed only to 
| | watch—amid chanting of mantras fol- 
‘lowed by a community feast for all the 
И | villagers. The bride was named 
{| | “Machli Rani” (Queen of Fish) and the 
bridegroom “Мерћгај” (The King of 
Clouds). The two toads were then 
ceremoniouély let into a tank — Dec- 
‚сап Herald (Arasu, Bangalore) 

| NEW DELHI : Two young men fond 
of lively conversation with young 
| | girls on the phone found that they 
had dialled the "wrong" number. The 
| girl, a schoolteacher in north Delhi, 
|they had been dialling, proved too 
| smart for them. She not only taped 
| their love talk on the phone but also 
| invited the young men to come over. 
As the two reached the teacher's 
house, they found to their chagrin, 
Policemen and not their "love" — 
The Hindustan Temes (Dunder Raman, 
Delhi). 


dia abroad 
| х 
| NEW DELHI: Australia's first Hindu 
| temple was formally opened at Sydney 
| by Swami Ranganathanada of the Ram- 
| krishna Mission on September 1, accor- 
| ding to reports received from Sydney. 
| The funds for the Sri Mandir temple, 
| Situated at the Sydney suburb of 
| Auburn were raised by the Sri Mandir 


Society, an association of Indians in 
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JAIPUR : One kilo of hair was taken 
out from the stomach of a boy dur. 
Ing an operation performed by a doc- 
tor at the Mahatma Gandhi Hospital 
in Jodhpur recently. The 18-year-old 
y, Ram Kishore of Government 
Higher Secondary School, Nagaur, had 
been fond of eating hair for the last 
6 years, it is said. He gradually 
developed a tumour and had frequent 
Stomach ache. Last year, Dr Singhvi 
operated upon a woman, also of Na- 
gaur district, and took out a bunch of 
hair weighing 750 grams — Deccan 
Herald (P. S. Rao. Udini). 
NEW DELHI: About 50 to 60 boys 
of St. Stephen’s college stripped them- 


selves neked sang and danced 
on Chattra Road, in between the 
Postgraduate Women’s Hostel. and 


the Miranda Girls College Hostel. Om 
a telephonic message frog Dr Kukla, 
Dean of Students Welfare, Roshanara 
police rushed to the spot at.11.30 p.m. 
and found the complaint to be true. 
They managed to arrest eight of the 
boys while the others ran away—-Ihe 
Hindustan Times (Rajesh Karnik, New 


Delhi): 

NEW DELHI: A 16-year-old son of a 
resident of Ramkrishnapuram, New 
Delhi, literally tied himself in knots 
while trying to pull a fast one on his 
parents. It is stated that his parents 
went shopping leaving him in the 
house. When they returned they 
found him gagged, and tied to a chair. 
They found that a cupboard had been 
ransacked, and Rs 950 and a necklace 
were missing. The boy told them that 
someone rang the doorbell in their 
absence. When he opened the door 
two men attacked him, and tying him 
to a chair, they ransacked the cup- 
board and escaped with “something”. 
The parents reported to the police. 
However during the interrogation the 
boy broke down and confessed that he 
had concocted the story- The Statesm- 
an (Nandita Bhandakkar, New Delhi). 


rnt to ashes by South Korean offi- 
EHE on September 2, according to 
the Agricujture and Fishery Ministry. 
This was part of 2,500 tonnes of hot 
pepper the Korean Government i 
ported from India last year which 
turned out to be inedible because of 
harmful colouring matter, antiseptic 
and other alien substances mixed in 


Prize rs. 30 for the entry given first 


without comment 


THE President Mr Sanjeeva Reddy 
will have to go if the Janata Party 
got an absolue majority ip the ele- 
ctions—A. B. Vajpayee 


IAM a simple man АП my 
dependants are in service, not 
business—Charan Singh 


TARKESHWARI SINHA was the 
most undignified woman Parlia- 
ment has ever had—M. O, Mathai 
LIKE tuberculosis, Mr Sanjay 
Gandhi, destroyed the backbone of 
the Congress—Devaraj Urs 


THE CPI is the country's political 
invalid. It has so far stayed in 
the Congress(I)’s pocket but we 
don’t want to have that situation 
any more—C. M. Stephen 


I WILL chase Raj Narain like a 
torpedo through the constituency... 
My aim is to become the Prime 
Minister, ultimately—I. S. Johar 


Mr Devaraj Urs is the new star of 
the south. After rising like a 
meteor, he ‘is certain to plunge 
into the sea—S. K. Patil 


IT IS a good thing that we did not 
agree to India’s suggestion to res- 
trict the number of bouncers to 
two per over otherwise Karsan 
Ghavri would have been in trouble 
—Bob Merriman, Manager of the 
touring Australian team 


humour in real life 


THE LONG delay of the Indian 
Airlines flight had thoroughly 
exasperated the passengers. So 


and the air 
fruit juice, 


ж әса а 9 2 


when they were finally aboard 
hostess was serving 


one particularly nasty 
Passenger said: “Haven't you got 
Something more hot to ' offer?" 
The air hostess replied: “Would 
you like to try my temper, sir?” 
—Teju Pagedar, Calcutta 


ADVERTISEMENT at a lotte 
corner: "Buy one ticket and | 
become Mugaddar ka Sikanda 
M. Baruah, Dibrug: 


ity, the Ministry said. Mr 
ше оше Agriculture апа 
Fishery Minister said the burning was 
made at the request of importers who 
did not want their pepper returned to 
seve freight chargés. He addéd that 
the Indian exporters. promised to 
compensate for the destroyed pepper— 
The Hindu 


| Australia. The images for the temple 
| are expected to reach Sydney shortly. 
| According to Dr Anand, the soctety's 
| president, Sri Mandir aims to hold 
|language classes and religious semi- 
|nars. Mr L. N. Birla is the president 
| of the Sri Mandir—The Hindu à 

| SEOUL: Hot pepper, worth 1.5 mil- 
| Шоп dollars, imported from India was 
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The Bazigars 
made 
a precarious 
living. 


EE The Bazigars of Khanna in 
Punjab were professional acrobats. 
Who risked life and limb to keep 
body and soul together. 


Today they face nothing more 
dangerous than the kick of a cow 
being: milked. Because Bank of India 
has financed the Bazigars for 
purchasing milch animals. 


Today they live in pukka houses set 
_ in a colony resembling a 
co-operative dairy farm. The income 
from their dairying has brought to 
them a prosperity they never knew. 


Just another instance of 
Bank of India's concern for the 
weaker sections of society. 


Secure your future with India's 
largest nátionalized bank. 


Bank of India 


(A Government of India Undertaking) 
Where service makes the difference. 


Public Domain. UP State Museum, Hazratganj. Lucknow 
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iris 
who like the liberated look 


NAGDA PROMISES TO MAKE HEADS TURN YOUR WAY. 


SUITINGS 
SHIRTINGS 
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A blistering sun, temperature 42°C, 
blinding dust, filthy, green water 
from a dying creek to drink ... and 
the work: carving a road on a 
hot mountain ... 
and yet they're as happy 
as a flight of sparrows 


They live in mud daubed huts in forests, on hilltops ... but their huts are 
spotlessly clean. é 


TITTLE ORS ER DAA i 


A handful of rice and salt ... or just a few roots and leaves ... that's what 
they eat, and they know not what the morrow will bring. 


Traders and moneylenders live, like parasites, on them and their 
produce, and sadly they bear their unfair burden without a murmur. 


To free them from exploitation, we're helping them in various ways ... 
consumption loans for the lean season, marketing their produce at the 
best prices, fighting for their rights ... 


You too can help ... by buying their quality produce: rice, jowar, tur, 
warai, bhagar, gum, groundnut, hay, mohuwa seed ... 


If you plan to, please contact us. 
Prosperity of the tribals ... that's the reason for our existence. 


MSG maharashtra state cooperative 


tribal development corporation Itd 
2059, Vijaya Nagar Colony, Sadashiv Peth, Pune-411 030 


REGIONAL OFFICES: 


© 687/2, Aniket Society, Bibwewadi Road, Pune-411 009 

ө Gangapur Road, Nasik-422 002 

9 Tilak Road, Nandurbar, Dist: Dhule 

9 Wazalwar Colony, Opp. Dharampeth High School, Nagpur-440 010 
€ Patrakar Colony, Yeotmal 

€ Near Dist. Employment Office, Civil Lines, Chandrapur 

@ Parvati Bhuvan, Old Police Line, Thane 


СС-0. In Public Domain. UP State Museum, Hazratganj. Lucknow 
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y Largest selling 
instant coffee 


2: HI | ^ inthe world 
À , the only instant coffee ^ | 
# » Made from 10096 pure coffee - 


NS-CAS-1 179 


СС-0. In Public Domain. UP State Museum, Hazratganj. Lucknow 
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We are more than just Flashlight 
| manufacturers... 
„апд it was time our name reflected it. 


From Electroplating to 


flashlights...miniature bulbs... 
dry cells 


We started off as electroplaters. 
Then came Flashlights & miniature 
bulbs and close on their heels 
came dry cells. And today Geep 
is the second largest manufacturer 
of dry cells & flashlights in the 
country with a range of 18 
different types/sizes of flashlights 
& 5 varieties of cells. And yet our 
name reflected only flashlights. 


me че ? 
Digitized by Sarayu Foundation Trust, Delhi and eGangotri 


Soon hosiery & food products 


Soon, Geep will mean even 

more. Like hosiery—a range of 
vests and briefs that will bear 

the stamp of Geep's consumer 
marketing expertise will come to 
you through our vast retail 
network. And in as divergent a 
line as food products, that will 
combine economy with excellence 
of quality. 
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A new dynamism...a new name 


With all this activity, a change in 
name was really inevitable—a 
name that reflected the diverse 
fields of Geep's current activities 
& future plans— Geep Industrial 
Syndicate Limited, But beneath 
this new name will be the same 
irrepressible quality, the same 
finesse, the same dynamism — all 
symbolised by the same brand 
name that today is a household 
name— Geep. And thus begins a 
significant era with a bright, 
successful past lighting up the 
way towards a new horizon. 


Geep Flashiight Industries Ltd. 


now becomes 


d Industrial 
Sod ate Limited 


Regd. Office : 28, South Road, Allahabad 


СС-0. In Public Domain. UP State Museum, Hazratganj 


(A Shervani Enterprise) 


LING/GI 


| 
| 
| 


- Digitized by Sarayu Foundation Trust, Delhi and eGangotri 


Regular size Mini 

Beauty Soap genteel Beauty Soap 
with 400 gm. B with 100 gm. 
ELECTRIQUE Talc ELECTRIQUE Talc 
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From the beautiful world of Max Factor...naturally 


CC-0. In Public Domain. UP State Museum, Hazratganj. Lucknow 
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Cosmic brings another 
Dependable and 
Sophisticated model for 
your Stereo System, the 
Cosmic Co-100 Solid State 
Amplifier. It synchronises 
accurately with any low 
voltage signals to magnify 
them to the desired 


degree with low Distortion 


and can be combined 
With Stereophonic or 
Monophonic Systems. The 
Solid State Circuitry gives 
instant warm up, and 
helps keep down 

heat generation, and 
consumes less current and 
has a wider Frequency ` 


Phonographic inputs enable 
Record Players equipped 
with Magnetic or Ceramic 
Cartridges to be played _ 
with it. Also incorporated 


| are some Special features 


‘like Balance Control, 
Loudness Control, Main & 
Remote Control for 
Speakers, Microphone . 


| input and others. The full 


complement of Controls 
helps smooth operation and 
sound technical perfection. | 
And all this.comes to you 
enclosed in a sleek 
veneered cabinet that 
matches superbly with any 
Stereo System and blends 


Response, Additional with any decor, 
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| GO-100 DELUXE MKILAMPLIFIER 
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Manufacturers: 


COSMIC RADIO 


Bombay-400 093. *Tel: 573361 /62 
“GRAMS: "SOLIDSTATE" 


| 
1 
| TRADE REPRESENTATIVE AND SERVICE CENTRE 
| TAMIL NADU : ; NORTH INDIA: __. 
| STEREO SOUND CENTER, HIMSONS ELECTRONICS, 
| i Market. 
7, Woods Road, Mount Road, 12, Angoori Bagh 
| MADRAS-600 002. Phone : 82599 DELHI-110.006. Phone : 269105/278228 


KARNATAKA : MADHYA. PRADESH: Ps Distributor: E 
| —M— ee 5 t $ А 
! NUSOUND, 42, Narasimharaja Road, MUSIC PALACE, 82; катт Ne г COSTROhI EG 
| BANGALORE-560 002. Phone : 24048 M. G. Road, INDORE. Phone: 
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EASTERN REGION : 
DUNICS, 128/18; Hazra Road, 
CALCUTTA-700 026 Phone ; 481338 


GUJARAT : A 
MUMTA TRADERS, Joglekar Building, 
Anandpura, BARODA. Phone; 63593 


P.B. NO. 9402 BOMBAY-400 093. 


CC-0. In Public Domain. UP State Museum, Hazratganj. Lucknow... 
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INDIA'S KINGS 


INDIA KINGS is the most expen- 
sive brand of cigarettes manufac- 
tured in the country. Lately be- 
cause of the squeeze on the im- 
ports of tobacco, India Kings 
remains the only cigarette which 
uses ten per cent of imported 
tobacco. ITC cut down manufac- 
ture of this brand and has more or 
less stopped its sale within the 
country. But there are some 
VVIPs who are prosperous and 
resourceful enough to smoke the 
best cigarettes in the world, and 
because they feel impelled to pro- 
ject their “swadeshi culture", have 
to settle for the Indian brand 
which comes nearest to the for- 
eign one. India Kings choose 
themselves. 


ITC has been manufacturing 
about 5,000 special India Kings 
packets a year for the Indian Pre- 
sident. The cigarette is the same as 
the ones ordinary mortals get, ex- 
cept for the Ashoka emblem 
stamp on thé packets and a label 
which says “specially manufactur- 
ed for the Rashtrapati Bhavan”, 
However, in order to avoid the 
additional costs involved and also 
the problems of producing a small 
number of Cigarettes for exclusive 
consumption, ITC has not been too 
enthusiastic to earn the honour of 
making cigarettes for India’s 
Head of State, Incidentally, some- 
pine ago, when the President Mr 
M e snk datiy deraba 

0 ў 
India Kings. But they oc manded 
available. 


Kings 
for Mr Reddy once again. 


shoe pec ERE demi ti eunt rin 


TROUBLE 
UN o E 


ANJAY GANDHI, as usual, 
ue as if he is above all the 
law courts. And lately his beha- 
viour, which was never anywhere 
near being gentlemanly, has cross- 
ed all limits of accepted codes of 
good conduct. The way he and hls 
Youth Congress hoodlums stormed 
the Dehra Dun Court last ‘month 
and ransacked һе august 
premises is a reminder of the stuff 
Mrs Gandhi's enfant terrible is 
made of. The Sanjay marauders 
tore off the clothes of the CBI 
counsel and even went for the pre- 
siding judge, who managed, in the 
nick of time, to take shelter in an 
ante-Éroom. The Sanjaysena was 
looking for the records of the road- 
rollers case, but fortunately the 
court ‘munshi’ had the sense to 
save Һет before the hoodlums 
could lay their hands on them. 

For the same flagrant violation 
of decorum, any other person 
would have been summarily im- 
prisoned, but Mrs Gandhi's Sanjay 
got away. For much lesser crimes 
—for example for the violation of 
Section 144 — people have been 
thrown into jail but Sanjay can 
go scot-free even with the gro. 
ssest desecration of the judiciary, 
without so much asa warning. 


MORE TROUBLE 


FOLLOWING his brave and heroic 
act in the Dehra Dun Court, Mr 
Gandhi, on his way back to Delhi, 
knocked down a villager some- 
where in Meerut district. The vic- 
tim’s arms and legs were broken. 
Sanjay after one look at the man, 
who was bleeding profusely, flung 
two ten-rupee notes at him with- 
out getting out of his car. In the 
meantime, a passerby pleaded with 
Mr Gandhi to at least drive the 
victim to hospital. But Sanjay 
couldn't care less, flung another 
tenner and drove his blue Matador 
away. The poor victim who came 
under Mr Gandhi’s wheels, lay 
helplessly оп the road for over 
four hours before the police arriv- 
ed on the spot to take him to the 
hospital The X-rays reveal that 
the victim sustained multiple frac- 
tures all over his body that would 
take months to heal. 


Incidentally the national Press, 


specially the chain that sees noth- 

ing wrong in corruption amongst 

politicians, just did not give a 

dime for these two stories. One рага 

Was written about the accident, 

pnd a couple on the court-ransack 
ry. 


TROUBLE AGAIN 


ON AUGUST 8, listeners of 
the Gorakhpur Station of All India 
Radio were rudely jolted when, in 
the midst of a programme, . they 
heard raucous slogans of “Indira 
Gandhi zindabad", "Sanjay Gandhi 
zindabad" and *Desh ki neta 
Indira Gandhi". The slogans came 
on the air while a programme f'or 
farmers, “Gram Jagat”, was being 
broadcast. Who shouted the slo- 
gans? Who else but Brij Narain 
Sharma and Umesh Tiwary, two of 
Mr Gandhi’s proteges, who' had 
barged their way into the ‘small 
AIR studio, taking everybody by 
surprise, 

The authorities have kept the 
incident a secret and the Press, of 
course, is not ccacerned. The 
thought of Sanj, and his pet 
“durbaris” forcing weir way into a 
prohibited area should alarm any- 
one entrusted with the security of 
the country. : 


TRADITION DIES 


TWO vases» of choice varieties of 
imported liquor’ and ‘Indian made 
foreign liquor were seen being 
carted out of Shastri Bhavan on 
the September 17 afternoon. 
Apparently these меге stocks kept 
in bond in the PIB for being 
Served to foreign correspondents 
whenever the principal informa- 
lion officer met them. This was 
an old practice, but was stopped 
when the Janata came to power. 
So these boitles of whisky, gin, 
brandy, еїс., were gathering dust 
in a PIB room. They were being 
sent back to “he Excise Depart 
ment, since the PIB had no fur- 
ther use for them. : 
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Leonard preserves : 
,, butter in Bangkok 


Leonard keeps 
chicken fresh 
. in Chikmagalur 
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Leonard keeps 
Prashant smiling 
in Pathankot 


Leonard serves millions of When Leonard owners are 
families around the world. asked about their refrigerators, 
Its dependable compressor they just smile. After all what 
and new ingenious defrost more need we say about a 


system guarantee you long, friend of the family. 
trouble-free service. 


Leonard 


Since 1881. Trusted the world over. 


Another quality product from а 
„ч BLUE STAR 
gt £A 

; E^ e = > Leaders in refrigeration 
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The good taste of и 
 Mangharam walers 
Youcan hear it loud and cle 


Sista's-MS-185/79 
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: Munch two for ORTUS Conci two f > 
Nightcap with two more. Mangharam pue 
| j ; e taste is so good you can’t stop with one! 


In аа iu flavours — 
x Fineapple x Raspberry x Mango « Le 
* Coffee « Chocolate * Orange я Honey ЗА 


Makers of the finest biscuits, wafers & cookies 


.. Mangharamwafers. The taste that ы. good. 
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The 'high-impact' polystyrene 
liner. Now, that's a sound way of 
sealing the temperature inside the 
fridge. Because it doesn't chip. 
Doesn't rust. Doesn't discolour. 
And doesn't smell. 


| Well, we'd really like to thank all 
397 


see, it's helped make the Allwyn 


m) better. 
|| | A whisper-smooth 
| compressor 


To be really frank, some of our 
older models started developing a 

1 few snags. Some people told us 

| their fridge was too noisy. So we 

developed a super-compressor that 
runs whisper-smooth. On 30% less 
power. 


| Auto-defrost with 
' outside drainage tray 
Other people said that water from 
the freezer dripped inside the fridge. 
| Today's Allwyns have Auto- 
4 defrost, with a self-draining 
I System. Something you should 
E insist on when buying any fridge. 


In the past,we 
from a hancdful 


people who wrote letters to us. You 


^ 
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got a few letter -bombs 
Of Our customers. | 


We've cooled ап tat fire with our technical 
knock-out. The’ high- impact polystyrene liner. 


The defrosted water drains to a 
special outside drainage tray. No 
dripping. No mess inside the fridge 


The Roll-Bond freezer 
Today's Allwyn has the Roll-Bond 
freezer where the cooling tubes are 
integrated into the walls itself. So 
you get first rate cooling and quick 
freezing. Which means increased 
operating efficiency of the 
compressor. In fact only Allwyn 
offers you the Roll-Bond freezer in 
India. 


Of course most of the improve- 
ments are a result of continuous 
research and development. But we 
do give a great deal of attention to 
customer feedback. 


That's how you got the second 
door in the Allwyn 300. India's 
only 2-in-1. 

And today, Allwyn offers you the 
widest range to choose from. The 
fact is, Allwyn was the first Indian 
refrigerator to come on the market. 
To a lot of people it's still Number 
One. 


Take a look at today’s Allwyn. 
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The o Alwyn Range 


Allwyn 380. Allwyn 300. 


Allwyn 298. Allwyn 165. Allwyn 85. 


HALLWYN 


Better living starts with Allwyn _ 
THE HYDERABAD ALLWYN METAL WORKS LIMIT 
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Your dream of living in your 
own nice little house 
will come true... и 
If you act now. | 


OUR SPECIAL SCHEMES 


SWAGRIHA YOJANA 


Deposit Rs. 100 every month 
for 63 months. You can get a 
loan of Rs. 16,000. Invest 
more for higher sums. 


. "Celebrate a wedding, construct 
а house. You will know what you 
-are in for" This is an old saying— 
. to emphasise and remind you. 
that you will have to meet these 


‚ big expenditures sooner or later- . 


i warning you to be prepared. `. 
_ Syndicate Bank makes these big 
expenditures sit lightly on your 


ou'ders. The easy Way, without 


any strain. All that you have to - 
| .do is to commit yourself to a 
definite, time-bound saving plan 


Г 


meet your needs. 


Act now, today, for a better ' 
tomorrow. Call at the nearest 
branch of Syndicate Bank. We 
are waiting for you. Rest assured 
we will take care of your money 
problems now or in the near and 


distant future, 


AROGYA CUMULATIVE DEPOSIT 


This is a regular Cumulative 
Deposit and you can get a loan 
equal to twice the amount 
standing to your credit for á 
meeting the medical bill at the - 
time of illness. Maximum loan 


Rs.5000 at concessional rate 
of interest. : : 


SURAKSHA DEPOSIT . : 


A deposit of Rs.500 only for 
61 months gives you interest 

` plus Personal Accident 
Insurance Cover. 


SYNDICATE 


maa SB 102 Where your welfare and happi 


ness is our concern 
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SUITINGS, SHIRTINGS, DRESS MATERIALS, SAREES. 


Fabrics from the Most Modern Mill 


Thare are more than 600 Retail Showrooms throughout the count 
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Freshness you can feel 
Proof you can see | 


Sprinkle charcoal-powder on water. 
Pour.a drop of Binaca Top solution 
in the centre. See how fast | 
Binaca Top spreads in all directions, 
clears the dirt and leaves a pure, 
clear surface behind. 

This is exactly how Binaca 

Top's special dispersing agent 
spreads to every corner of your 
mouth — clears out tooth decaying 
bacteria and prevents bad breath. 
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£ Offer valid ` 
till 31st 
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| / LY Mail with remittance of Rs 210 — 
A Ay SPAN Magazine Subscription Service, 
сс.) : 


MAPP 1125 


` Post Box 213, New Delhi 110 001. 


Give SPAN at Rs 21/- (for 12 issues) 
to someone you love and get a unique 
Four-In-One bestseller free. It contains: 
1) Selected Poems —Warren, 2) The Fight 
f Рог Quiet —Berland,,3)The Sounds’ Of Rescue, | 
1 The Signs Of Hope—Flynn, and 4)The - | 


1 Alternative Society— Rexroth. © 
(Teen we ; 
; a 
| Please send SPAN as my gift to: 0 
l Name (Mr./Mrs./Miss) i — 
| Address E ree сыс «p эсу us NEO es „арр —: 
I -— me — ma u ee 
1 Б ae a - 
Stale а wr сону wane A =A PINCODE 8868 — 
I enclose Postal Order ÛJ] Bank Оган [2] Money Order Receipt Oo 
j Date ees Ss Signatures к ы ш ш. Б сыш шш 
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Murphy 5503. The all-new 3-band i : 
radio cassette recorder with зс ио 
; crystal аап Тһе Murphy 5503 is recordings. The microphone is Y 
pae 1 Шш о plastic cabinet. | sensítive enough to pick up sound 
sa: : 
2-in-1, but with Marly sone pier even from a distance of 10 metres. ' 


There' 
It can switch off automatically. ехо за рц for an external 


С ‹ 1 microphone that can be used to | Finally, the 5503 can also be 
A sleep switch that Switches off reinforce the strength of the used with an external · 
in the ampuni of time it is adjusted. | recording. _ | loudspeaker. ee 


Listen to the 5503 through its , 
built-in loudspeaker or through an 
| external loudspeaker: the;choice 
is yours. oum 


SUP- RAD Тая SW! шп ww 


ExT. мс. | ‘The best buy at th 2: On rain 

for. So you can fall asleep | or batteries, you'll rill to tle 5 

| listening to your radio. You don't Е 15 richness, tone, texture of its truly 
have to stay awake to switch it off. professional sound. Û 


It can record off the radio or a It can tape a telephone Ji: I Bs 

live performance. conversation. mu rph y e. 
There are facilities for internal and | You can record a whole telephone oT PNE 
external recording The built-in conversation by usinga pick-up coil! |. You'll love the Sound. : 


MAPP 1125 


' fü 
Service. 
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Shave with the extra-thick, rich 
foam only Williams Shaving — 
Cream* can give. Do it lazily, 
pleasurably. Indulge yourself. 

Then splash on a cold, thrilling 
palmful*of Aqua Velva aftershave— 
that clean, sophisticated and 
boldly masculine fragrance. 


Ahhh... 


А "EET 


‚105-1572 - 


em Menthol Lanolin. 


LD5-1572 
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FREE 


_ With ELECTRIQUE talc 


Regular size 

genteel Beauty Soap 
with 400 gm. 
ELECTRIQUE Talc 


Mini 

genteel Beauty Soap 
with 100 gm. 
ELECTRIQUE Talc 
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At the end of the hirsty minds | | 
winning game... drink alike : | 
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For millions in Kerala the day begins 


he morning tea 
he morning bath 


and Kerala Kaumudi 


... ow with a new monogram. 


“Kaumudi” means moonlight in Malayalam. 


The Kerala Kaumudi has been a rising 
moon over the Kerala sky for nearly 40 years 
now...throwing light on happenings in 
Kerala and the rest of the world. And now, 
the Kerala Kaumudi has a new meaningful 
monogram that depicts what a great 
newspaper should always be doing— à 
filtering of news. Yes, the Kerala Kaumudi 
believes in filtering the news for 
newsworthiness and presenting you the 
grain sifted from the chaff. 


The Kerala Kaumudi. Its objective analysis, 
unbiased editorial stance and search for 
truth put it in a class by itself. 


And now, things are happening at the 
Kerala Kaumudi. It is going through another 
phase of modernisation and expansion. 
Ultra-modern printing machinery and 


СС-0. In Public Domain. UP State Museum Hazratganj. Luckno 


be anc Cm EU "ps Ae Vo 


equipment will be installed. Photo composing, 
web offset, and other latest techniques will 
change the appearance and readability of 
this popular paper. It will soon have 
facsimile printing facilities to bring out 

a new edition from Calicut. 

Get to know the Kerala Kaumudi—the 
informative one! You will then know what 
is happening in Kerala and the rest of 

the world. 


«enata Kerala Kaumudi 


mE The leading Malayalam daily 


0 " published from the capital of Kerala 
Mi B.P. No. 77, Pettah, | 
11 КИШ NY 


Trivandrum-695 024. 
Telephone: 62020 
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Give your СПІ. 
love and affection and | 


ORATION BANK'S | 
YOJANA DEPOSIT 


ealth Corporation Bank's 

Vidya Yojana Deposit is 
exactly what your children 
need today. An ideal scheme | 
to help your children | 
prosecute higher studies. 


The highest form of w 
and riches is education —the 
most important tool for the 
progress of man In today's 
civilised society. 

The twin needs of your child 
are health and education — Meet the Manager of the 
which is the theme of the nearest branch of 
International Year of the Corporation Bank — today. 


Child 1979. 


LM 


(С —Where friendliness is a tradition 


4*9» Corporation Bank Limit 


esto, 19% Regd. Office: Udupi Administrative Office: Mangalor®: | 


<] maa cBL 82 
Chairman: N.N. Pai 
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| 
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Put 2} heaped tablespoons of Amul Milk Powder into a 
l-litte tumbler. Stir into a smooth paste with a little 
warm water. Add hot water up to top and stir. Milk is 
now ready for drinking. Good for use in tea and coffee, 
and for making curds and desserts. Makes you thankful 
for its convenience. Guaranteed pure. 


MILK POWDER | Уг 


Its like having 
. adairy in 
your home 


اي 

Marketed by: ё 2 

Gujarat Co-operative Milk Marketing X» 
Federation Ltd., Anand. хы? 
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Бе FILE] is No Mystery document- 
No Mahamantra-No Hocuspocus 
- No Abracadabra 

EKA FILE] is just an assemblage of the 
most assiduously sifted problems 
in Physics. 250 of them seemingly 
impossible,but will crack open if 
you hammer at them deftly enough. 

is a collection of 250 intricate 
innovative problems in Physics,appended 
to our Postal Tuition papers for the IIT 
Entrance Exam ‘80. 250 problems 
solving which you will feel you deserve 
the “All India Number One” crown. 


PAeAFILE| is for Young Genius 
Pel FILE! isan integral part of 


BRILLIANT*S 
POSTAL TUITION( all subjects) 
тог Т Entrance'80 


[ER BRILLIANT TUTORIALS 
} BS), Masiamani utah аа 


5 MONTH POSTAL COURSE FROM Oct 
ENROLMENT NOW ON 


You Can 
Prevent 
Heart Attack 


DR.O.P.JAGGI 


M.D., Ph.D., FCCP 


An eminent phy- 
sician discusses 
the why, when 
and how of, an 
heart attack, 
spells out practi- 
cal and preven- 
tive do's & don'ts 
to keep your 
heart in mint 
condition. 


By the same author 
MENTAL TENSION AND ITS CURE Rs. 5/- - 
"It is a little pocket Bible on stress and ‘strain, It 
tells us what not to do without hurting our ego 
a product of specialist's professional expe- 
rience, wisdom, research and conclusion". 
—NATIONAL HERALD 


Available at all Bookshops & by V.P.P. 
Write for a FREE copy of Orient Literary Review 


ORIENT PAPERBACKS 


Madarsa Rd., Kashmere Gate, Delhi-6 
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AN ANANDA BAZAR PUBLICATION 


‘COMMENT ae 
Opinion 13 - ; 
COVER STORY à : 


The last goodbye|Photógraphs by Raghu Rai and 2 


Krishna Murari Kishan 20 
Loknayak Jayaprakash Zindabad!|M. J. Akbar 26 ee 
Chandrashékhar's homage|M. J. Akbar 28. Я 3 | 
Politics over JP's body[Udayan Sharma 29. 
The last days|Santosh ‘Bhartiya: 30 
The fast hours|S. P. Sagar 31 
The man | loved|Chandrashekhar 32. t 
Last of the founding fathers|Madhu Limaye 34 
JP the revolutionary|Bhola Chatterjee 38 
JP the politician|Ranajit Roy 44 a 
JP’s nearest and dearest|Arun Ranjan 48. 


Morarji: "Nothing came out of JP's movement"| 
Santosh Bhartiya 55 $a 


JP and Marxists|Tarun Ganguly 57 

Mrs Gandhi snubbed JP 58 

How the people feltlSUNDAY correspondents 61 
A sad Sitabdiara|Saumitra Banerjee 60 

Extracts from ‘Prison - Diary’ 90 


Cover transparencies by Krishna Murari Kishan and 
: Bipul Guha . Ў 


Editor M. J. Akbar 


Assistant Editor Subir Roy Editorial Staff Nirmal Mitra, 
David McMahon, Saumitra Banerjee, Tirthankar Ghosh, S. М. M. Abdi _ — 
Delhi Correspondent Ajoy Bose 3 
Art Direçtor Bipul Guha Asst Art Director Amiya Bhattacharya. 


AS we were going to press for our issue dated October 
14,.we learnt of the passing away of one of India's 
greatest figures: Loknayak Jayaprakash Narayan, А : 
leader who by his work had already secured his p S 
in our history, but during the last decade Indisputa у 
put himself among the handful of truly great sons а 
our nation has produced. We decided to change | ` 
contents of this Issue, and bring out a special number 
In a small homage to'a selfless genius. 


Published from 6 Prafulla Sarkar Street Calcutta 70! 
Ananda Offset Private Ltd., P-248. C.I.T. Scheme 
700054 by Bappaditya Roy for Ananda Baza 
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Fashion fabrics, family fabrics. Worn, used and proudly displayed Thackersey Fabrics. Designs, textures and colours . me 
unlimited in voiles 


. linos, cambrics, poplins, two x two, dhotis, jacquards, furnishing, CRONOLIZED (pre-shrunk) and Ше 
TEBILIZED (for tested Crease resistance) cottons. And polyester blended suitings, shirtings, dress materials and sarees. ЖЕЕ | 


HINDOOSTAN SPG. & WVG. MILLS LTD. EET 


since 1873 


symbol ofa rich textile tradition | 
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colours , 
ink) and 
sarees. 
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Madhu Limaye, 
Surendra Mohan 
and V.C. Shukla 
discuss the poll 


An eye-opener 


TIRTHANKAR GHOSH's 
£ “Dhanbad revisited: 


article 
The fia 
still rules" (September 2) was ld 


and persuasive. It has opened our 
eyes since he has acquainted us with 
the nasty goings-on behind the cur 
tain, A moral emerges: Our trade 
union leaders and politicians organise 
strikes for their personal aims and 
gains. When there is violence it is 


Mis-read 


RHAPS because of an error in 

reading the proofs a statement 
has been attributed to me, “Marcuse 
inay be heard yet" (September 2), 
which makes me appear silly and ill- 
informed. I did not write that 
Marcuse had proclaimed the establish- 
ment of a socialist republic in Bavaria 
in 1918 after the defeat of Kaiser 
Germany in the First World War. I 
only wrote that when Marcuse was 
young, a socialist republic had been 
proclaimed in Bavaria. 
Rajendra Mathur, Indore. 


YOUR. tribute to the great philoso 
pher, Herbert Marcuse, was timely. 
His death- went almost unnoticed’ in 
Our country. However, it should 
have been a little more profound. 
Marcuse was a Marxist but never an 
uncritical one. ‘It is said that a 
member of the Conservative League 


. Of his university pinned a button with 


the legend ‘To Hell with Communism’ 
on his coat, When һе entered his 
Class he explained to the shocked 
students that he had not resisted the 
Pinning of .the button -because he 
paced with the sentiment it express- 
ed. He said he would rather go to 
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the innocent labourer who is often 
killed, Indirectly, the leader is res- 
Eonsible for the poor worker's death. 
ence, the leader is a murderer. 
Jagannath Oleti, Bhubaneswar. 


MR GHOSH’s article clearly indicates 
the stage we have reached when 
there is no respect for the law or its 
keepers, A strong man can take the 
law into his own hands and dominate 
a certain area at his own will and 
pleasure. Even top officials cannot 


set him right because. he has a cosy’ 


relationship with the politicians. If 
this process continues the day is not 
far off when everybody will be afraid 
to walk on the street in broad 
daylight, 

Bhupendra, Jamshedpur. 


‘THE mafia still rules’ amply demu 
nstrates Mr Ghosh’s hollowness of 
mind and lack of proper understand- 
ing. He seems to have a special 
fascination for Mr Karpoori Thakur 
and justifies all the misdeeds per- 
petrated by a prejudiced and biased 
mind, against a section of the people 
whom he calls a mafia. А man’s 
failure cannot be justified by blam- 
ing others, There is nothing wrong 
tor an MLA to follow the leader of 
his choice and nothing unprecedented 
about a common man being wealthy. 
Even Mr Karpoori Thakur, the ideal 
hero of the author, can be cited as 
an example. Being a poor barber's 
son he managed to come to the top 
of the State’s affairs and even went 


hell with Communism than stay in 
the US without it, His admiration for 
Communism, however, was not for 
the, corrupt version practised in 
Russia and his Soviet Marxism is an 
“immanent critique" of the Soviet 
version of Communism. His greatest 
contribution to social theory, in my 
opinion, is his expose of the totali 
tarian nature of the societies of the 
so-called free world.. 


Lastly, a word about Mr Mathur's 
“flippant thought’. I want to dis- 
abuse him of the belief that Marx. 
was a Jew crying for Israel only to 


` find it in the proletariat. Marx was 


not born a Jew but a Christian. Much 
of Marx’s system was anticipated in 
the works of Hegel, Feurbach and 
even Ricardo.. Were they all Jews? 
The Bolshevik revolution succeeded 
because it went against the course 
prescribed by Marx, The Mensheviks 
who interpreted Marxism. literally 
wanted to wat till a bourgeois state 
as develo [ 
я Marten and brought it up 
to date to suit himself.. If Mr Mathur 
still thinks that Bolshevism was 
Jewish idea, I recommend E. H. Carr 
volumes on the Bolshevik revolution. 
Marcuse's thought is in no way in- 
fluenced by his Jewish pedigree. 
G. N. Phoni Kumar, Cuttack. 
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. they should come forward and start 


‘was any collusion ‘on our part with 


to the full. Lenin ` 


a step forward in directing the State’s 
policy in such a way that it ee : 
солан ЦЕ administration but 
also caused the death i 7 
ЕЕ ath of innocent 
Prahlad Singh, Jamshedpur. 


THE article on the mafia was su 

In fact, the mafia controls the bs 
too. Two English and one Hindi 
daily published from Patna have à 
large circulation but they don't darc 
to print even a single line on the 
atrocities committed’ by the mafia. 
Now that the ball has been set rolling 


a Campaign against it. 
Asit Kumar, Dhanbad. 


THE cover story on the mafia in 
Dhanbad pointed out the comfortable 
relationship between the public sec - 
tor organisation, Bharat Coking Coal 
Ltd, and the mafia. That a trade 
union leader is more powerful than 
the officers of the administration is 
only possible. due to political inter- 
ference. Dhanbad displays yet another. 
Ínstance of law and order falling a 
prey to politics and corruption. 
Maharaj K. Koul, Srinagar. 

AFTER going through the issue dated 
September 2, one is tempted -tọ re 
christen the issue ‘Violent SUNDAY’. 
I presume that you have developed 
a sudden taste for violence: You are 
deviating fron: our Gandhian policies. 


Arup Roy Choudhury, Calcutta. 


No collusion - 


E report entitled “The Old 
Lady and the Law" (September 

2, 1979) is obviously a  one-sided 
story.. It is unfortunate that you 
have thought it fit to publish the 
same without. checking up with us. 
In the report you have referred 
to “some shocking facts about the 
attitude of the top brass of Bennett 
Coleman and Company, publishers of 
The Times of India, have been 
brought to light." This is an obvious 
reference to the alleged collusion 
between the management and the, 
workers' union for the strike. We do, 
hereby, categorically deny that there 


the striking:union.- >` 


The company had put up various 
notices for stopping the strike and 
had pointed out that the strike was 
illegal. The company did mot ini- 
tially choose to go to court for de- 
claring the strike as illegal and com — 
pelling the workers to come back to . 
work since it is well known that the 
employees, in such circumstances, do 
not come back to work. Even if the 
complaint had been made, it is vei 
doubtful that it would have res! 

was 


in anything useful The strike w 
in the key sections like Rotary, 
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perfected Compressor 
that has the lowest heart Feature for feature, 
211 H em refrigerators outscore 
failure rate in the world. refrigerators made by others. 
z Gem refrigerators have all other 
Tests prove that Gem refrigerators have ; A 
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others, even in the coldest of inside A five vear icall 1 
; warranty for the hermetically 4 
temperatures. This keeps vegetables and GOOD CE and P e year for the | 
fruits garden fresh longer in a Gem. entire refrigerator, -| 
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= storage capacity, constantly lower freezer ever need it. i 
pod n is a national loss. temperatures and 21% more ice — faster. | See a Gem at your nearest dealer. Today: | 
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Stereo, Binding, Process and other 
departments and production could 
not be carried out and therefore, the 
company proposed to declare the 


lockout. The Industrial Court held 
that the lockout notice was legal 
and the strike was illegal and 


the High Court did not inter i 
this part of the judgements Win 
The company had filed an appeal 
against the order of Justice Pendse 
but in view of the settlement effec- 
ted in the meantime, the company 
withdrew the said appeal. All that haa 
happened in the company’s offices 
was the result of inter-union rivalry. 
You know that it is usual for rival 
unions to allege complicity on the 
part of the company with the other 
union. In fact prior to the commence- 
ment of the strike, although there 
were certain negotiations with Mr 
Kolhatkar's union on interim relief, 
no agreement could be reached with 
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them as the company wanted that 
whatever the agreement, it should 
be placed betore the Palekar Tribunal. 
It is unfortunate that notwith- 
Standing the company’s keenness to 
Stay aloof, the rival unions haye 
alleged complicity on the part of the 
company with the other union. As 
regards the High Court's observa- 
tions, we have only to say that the 
court came to the conclusion “that 
the allegation of collusion’ was not 
without foundation” on the ground 
that the company had not filed a 
complaint against the striking work- 
теп in the Labour Court, without 
appreciating that such a step would. 
not have resulted in a solution to 
the problem. If the appeal was pro- 
ceeded with before the Division 
Bench, our position would have been 
properly vindicated, 
Ram S. Tarneja, Benneth Coleman & 


a 


Some reports have appeared in 
the Press in recent months 
about the TV receiver project in 
which my family is financially in- 
terested. One of them appeared 
in your magazine  (CArnritraj 
family in big business” by P. 
Devarajan, August 19). Normally 
I would have ignored such reports. 
In fact, anyone who reads them 
would know for certain that they 
are inspired reports. If I have to 
say anything about our project, [ 
will do so at the appropriate time. 
Unfortunately these reports con- 
tain many incorrect statements, 
factual errors, halftruths and un- 
truths. s 


For instance, the following: 
"Everything about the project 
seems to be wrong. To start 
with, the unit styled Orient Vision 
does not have a valid industrial 
licence... " Wherever Mr Deva 
rajan got his information from, 
it is wrong. We not only have a 
valid industrial licence but also all 
other licences required for our 
project. Another incorrect state 
ment made is that Mr K. V. Srini 

. vasan is thinking of withdrawing 
from the project, Instead of leav- 
ing the project he continues to be 
the deputy chairman of the com- 
pany. 


What I cannot countenance is 
the correspondent making fac 
tually incorrect and damaging 


quote; “It: is contended that 
even if the banks pull out, . the 
Amritrajs can foot the whole bill 
as the total assets of the Amritraj 
family are placed at well above 
three crores. All the three bro- 
thers are non-residents of India. 
Ashok is a US citizen, while Anand 
and Vijay stay at Bermuda...” On. 
what authority is the writer say- 
ing that our assets are above Rs. 

crores? How can you allow such 
astatement to be published? The 
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Wrong call 


statements about my family. I 


` market. at 
. thing. were to happen, it is for the 


‚ damaging and totally uncalled-for 


will realise pretty soon how hls - 


ILE is У 


difference between being a non- 
resident Indian, which Ashok is, 

and being a US citizen. which 

Ashok is not, is great. 

At another place, the writer 
makes a serious allegation. “His 
wife ran a corrugated box unit 
behind their residence in Madras. 
The unit is still in operation and 
its entire output is absorbed by 
the Railways, thanks to Mr Robert 
Amritrajs connections with his 
tormer employers". We do not 
have any connections whatsoever 
with. the Railways and my wife 
does not do even a single paisa 
worth: of work .for the Indian 
Railways. I decided to treat this 
false allegation with the contempt 
it deserves, knowing that the wri- 
ter of this article is a tool in the 
hands of interested persons. The 
writer, unfortunately, does not 
have the moral courage to with 
stand the pressure tactics of in- 
fluential persons in the TV indus- ` 
try who are scared that the suc- 
cess of our project will spell their 
doom. This is so obvious from 
the article: “The portable TV 
set, if sold jndigenously, will be 
priced at around Rs 1,300 per TV 
set and provide effective competi- 
tion to the existing units in 
turn forcing them to cut back their 
prices", So this is the стих of 
the matter! Тһе reason behind 
the tirade against my family is that 
the existing TV units will be forced 
to cut down their prices once our 
TV receiver set comes into the 
Assuming that such a 


good of the consumer and the 
‘country. However, if the writer 
thinks:that by publishing such a 


article and forecasting doom for 
our project he is going to deter 
me from proceeding with it, he: 


calculations have misfired. 
Robert Amritraj, Madras. 


-were not engineered ; 
` was there any evidence against the 


Karpoori 
helped Urdu 


M HASHIM KIDWATs letter” 
(Opinion, September 2) deserves 
some comments. Mr Kidwai asked: 
“What status did Urdu enjoy in 28 
months that Janata Party was in - 
power?” I do not know what happen- 
ed in other States, but a process had 
started in Bihar in 1978 during the 
Janata rule under Karpoori Thakur 
(who is now with Lok Dal). - Every 
school in Bihar is to select text books 
published by the Bihar Textbook - 
Committee and that State Govern- 
ment controlled Textbook Committee 
did not publish textbooks in Urdu 
and Bengali in the previous ten years, 
As a.result, hundreds of Urdu and 
Bengali medium schools had to select 
Hindi textbooks for their students. 
When Mr Golam Sarwar (now with 
Lok Dal) became the Secondary Edu- __ 
cation Minister in 1977, he reconstt. 
tuted the Textbook Committee with 
Urdu-speaking and  Bengalispeaking 
members, who arranged the writing 
and publication of Urdu and Bengali 
textbooks from 1978. Mr Sarwar had 
a plan to allow private publishers to 
publish Urdu and Bengali textbooks 
for school students if the Bihar - 
Textbook Committee failed to publish 
all the textbooks in two languages. 


Mr.Kidwai should not overlook 
this fact for political reasons. May 
I point out that the left Parties are 
also not free from anti-Urdu bias? 
The predominantly Urdu-speaking 
Topsia ward came under the. Cor.  — 
poration of Calcutta in 1954. But 
the area is yet to have a primary 
school run by the Corporation or the 
State Government. Though the area 
elected two CPI(M) MLAs (one of 
them is an Urdu-speaking person) in 
1977. the Corporation or the Govern: ~ 
ment is yet to start a primary school: ; 


By solely blaming the RSS for _ 
riots in Jamshedpur, Mr Kidwai like —— 
gthers is underestimating the com: — 
munal forces in the steel town. In 
October 1978, the miniriot іп Jam- 
shedpur was started not by the RSS 
but by Congress(I) elements. 
Niranjan Haldar, Calcutta, 


I WOULD like to highlight the fact - 
thatthe Minorities Commission report = 
(published after its visit to Jamshed- 

pur and Aligarh) clearly states that. 
the riots in Jamshedpur and Aligarh — 
the RSS nor 


RSS. It is sad to- note that even 
learned persons like Mr Kidwai are 
guided by political propagandists. In 
act the RSS has done good wor 

and continues to д0 50. In 
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The end came quietly, peacefully, in 
his sleep, on October 8, 1979. They 
pul it at 545 am. And JP was 
where he had always wanted to be 
in the end, in his beloved Patna, at 
the modest house in Kadam Kuan 
owned by the Mahila Charkha Samiti 
which his wife Prabhavaté helped 
organise. 

Janki his adopted daughter was there 
soon with her son, only a few months 
old. The ladies of the Mahila 


Charkha Samiti were there as well in 
half an hour. The one who had sung 
bhajans for him regularly was doing 
so again. Now for the last time. 

He was taken out of the Kadam Kuan 


ih 


= a ыс н = E T z 


Delhi and eGangotri = 


house at 11 am., down the narrow 
staircase by the doctors (C. P. Thakur 
and Uma Kant Sinha) and his per- 
sonal staff and a priest from the 
Takth Har Mandir. 2 

To the Srikrishna Memorial Hall and 


there lo lie in state till mid-day the . 


next day for the high and the lowly 
to pay homage. 

There was. a lathicharge at Kadam 
Kuan to control. the crowd which had 
gathered like an expanding torrent. 
Among those who came to pay their 
last respects on October 9 at the 
Srikrishna Memorial Hall were the 
President, Charan Singh, Raj Narain, 
MGR, Y. B. Chavan (who could not 
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hold back his tears), e cripple and 
countless others.  . 


After 11.30 when all the leaders had. 
paid their respects JP was put on a 
truck und taken round the Gandhi 
Maidan which had been the. scene cf 
the launching of his Bihar Movement 
in 1974. Then began the last journey. 
On a gun carriage, with full military 
honours, along routes lined by lakhs 
of mourners. 


At the end of the two-hour journey 
to the Bansghat the body was taken 
down by pall bearers from the Armed 
Forces and carried to the pyre by the 
side of the “Mother Ganga”. 
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The most touching was frail Acharya 
Kripalani hobbling in, helped by the 
President, come to bid goodbye The 
body was bathed in the Ganga and 
Pandit Vishnu Kant performed the 
last rites. Then with the sounding of 
the Last Post and a 21-qun salute 
JP's nephew. Ratneswar Prashad, lit 
the pyre at 2.05 p.m. and as the 
flames and smoke rose into the air 
tt was all over. 1 
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Patna and Bihar said a passionate goodbye to a man | 
they had loved more than any other A 


By M. J. AKBAR Ee 


Hazratganj. Lucknow 


| IKE a_ beloved but pain- 
| fully ill member of a 
family, who had just 
died, Loknayak Јауарга- 
| kash Narayan,  Bihar's 
| greatest son, was laid to rest. While 
a deep sense of loss echoed on every 

lip, there was still a subdued sense of 
relief that a man's personal physical 
tragedy was over. There was sor- 

row, but no tears; there was enorm- 

ous sentiment, but no spontaneous 
passion. Everyone had been waiting 

too long for the death of the hero. 

And Bihar gave its beloved JP a 

hero's funeral. When in the mellow 
bright light of the early morning, 

| news first began to spread that JP 
| was no more, many people did not 
| believe it, considering this as yet 
| another rumour in a city which is 
full of them. But soon, very soon 

as the news began to percolate from 
"w^ Official channels, doubt became 
certainty, certainty became mourn- 

| ing, and the crowds began to collect 
| at the simple house at Kadam Kuan 
| which JP had lifted from obscurity 
into a national edifice. The people 
| began pouring into the narrow streets 
| which had seen so much history, 
| particularly in the last decade; and 
| the leaders who owed their current 
fame and position to the  selfless 
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struggle of one man, one flickering 
candle in the darkness, one voice in 
the fearsome Silence, one truth in 

€ marketplace of lies, began gather- 
ing there, tremulously walking into 
the house which they had ignored. 
9r, worse, manipulated, to such cost 
to the country. 

Finally the pressure of the crowd 
forced the people in charge of JP's 
death to take his body to the Sri 
Krishna Memorial Hall, just opposite 
the historic Gandhi thaidan which 
has seen the inauguration of so many 
causes. The Sri Krishna Memorial 
Hall has an interesting history. It 
is ironic that JP's body should lie 
there. АП through the Emergency 
Mrs Indira Gandhi's dictatorial armed 
forces used that as a haven, and one 
of the demands JP had made was 
that the armed police should be re- 
moved from this memorial to one of 
Bihar's greatest Chief Ministers, 
Sri Krishna Singh. And of course 
Soon enough Mrs Indira Gandhi her 
self came to pay homage to JP there. 
She had done everything to destroy 
him when he was alive. Still, oné 
could understand her presence: she 
had as much right as Jagjivan Ram 
or Y. B. Chavan tu be there. But 
what was impossible to take was the 
presence of the young Sanjay Gandhi, 
the Crown Prince and brutal autho- 
rity during the Emergency. What 
was Sanjay Gandhi trying to prove 
that he suddenly acquired respect 
for a man who stood for everything 
that Sanjay Gandhi tried to destroy 

All through the day, all through 
that quiet night, the lights kept burn 
ing over JP’s body, and the faithful 
sang bhajans in his memory, and 
never for a moment was there a 
Pause in the queue of mourners who 
wanted to take a last look at the 
man who had given them so much 
in inspiration, in idealism. And if 
the response seemed a little muted 
on the first day, the day of the fune- 
ral cleared all scepticism about what 
the people of Bihar felt about their 
moral leader. They participated in a 
funeral the like of which had never 
been seen before, and was not likely 
to be. seen again in the foreseable 
future. After the death of this 
internationally renowned who could 
Bihar boast of? In fact, Bihar is 


leaderless today: the only figure of 
: national fame from Bihar is Karpoori 
Thakur. 


ND yet a shiver of disil- 
lusionment was running 
through Patna, particu- 
larly among those people 
whom JP had elevated 


from the battles of the streets into 
the cool and Е 
legislative and executive power. In 
the innocent 
wave, around 30 young men who had 
been blooded during the JP move- 

became 
AD. They had been sent to. 
change the world; and if the world 
had 1 
rupt and heartless professional poli: 
ticians yet, it had certainly stripped 
them of any illusions that they might 
have harboured, There was only one 


spacious corridors of 


period of the Janata 
MLAs in the Bihar 


not changed them into cor- 
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Ж. 
Profound regret in their hearts: if 
only JP had been well .enough to 
Provide the moral and practical 
leadership he had shown during the 
movement, if only JP could have still 
been able to talk to the masses who 
he loyed and who gave him thei 
affection and trust in return! The 
country would perhaps not have been 
Eoing through the political uncer- 
tainties of today. The RSS will sure- 
ly and with typical RSS sophistica- 
tion begin to claim JP as its god- 
father, but the record shows that 
JP had clearly wanted the RSS to 
disband itself and merge into the 
Janata Party—and what a funda- 
mental difference that would have 
made. JP had indicated that he 
would join the people in their protest 
against the Janata Party if it remain- 
ed inactive and uninspiring: JP would 
have spoken out and stopped the rot. 
In an age when old politicians seem 
never to die did JP, the honest JP, 
have to be treated so cruelly by 
destiny? One young MLA told us 
that he refused to avail of the legis- 
lator’s quota in buses or trains, be. 
cause if he did so he would im- 
mediately be recognised by the peo- 
ple as an MLA—and how could he 
face them without cringing in shame 


at the performance of the Janata 
Government? This MLA is still in 
the Janata Party. 


HEN you leave the fog 
and blindness of a city 
and go into the villages, 


come luminous. From one 
end of the horizon to the other they 
are scattered, in dense clusters, like 
twinkling jewels pasted into a bowl 
by an extravagantly generous mo 
narch. Like the haze of a light white 
veil the Milky Way stretches across 
the brilliant sky. The air is clean 
and caresses you with a healing 
touch. Darkness and silence stretch 
away on either side of the road, 
occasionally interrupted by a lonely 
wandering torch, or a faint voice. 
We were travelling through the 
beauty of the night and the country- 
side, from Patna to JP’s ashram in 
Nawadah district. The highways 
were, occasionally, dotted with small 
towns: one-street towns, rows of brick 
and cement buildings that provided 
the stations for trade and transport 
to the villages that radiated away 
into the unmapped distance. Trucks 
and buses were the only other vehi- 
cles on the road—apart from the 
stray police jeep , full of armed 
guardians of the law, searching for 
dacoits,on the highway, who infest 
rural Bihar. The buses were always 
overcrowded, with people piling on 
the roof, clinging for safety to each 
other's garments at the back. This 
was a day after JP’s funeral. We 
were nearing JP’s ashram, delibe- 
rately situated by JP at the edge of 
nowhere, two hundred kilometres 
away from Patna. We saw a bus, 
loaded with young people. And as 
we passed, quite unexpectedly to our 
ears came the cry which had shaken 


the nation and destroyed the Nehru 


kingdom—at least for the moment. 


the stars of the night be- i/ 
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HE pyre had been lit; 

the massive crowds had 

dispersed quietly; JP had 

now become an inspiring 

memory in the hearts of 

a generation . coming into its own 
Even as the embers still glowed, and 
the black tunnel of smoke angled 
away into the sky, young people from 
the bursting crowd which had tumb- 
led over into the Holy Ganga, charg- 
ed towards the funeral pyre to pick 
up some ash, or a still burning piece 
of wood, to remember their beloved 
hero by. Upstairs, their duty done, 
the politicians hurried away into the 
waiting cars. There were a handful 
¢ of Great Leaders of course who were 
js genuinely upset, at the passing away 
fy of this genius, but most had been 
J +. putting on an act over a man who 
; they had ignored, insulted, beaten 
with lathis, arrested and tortured. 
But today they sat there under the 
shamiana, with ‚ hypocritical frown: 
on their .faces—one or two even 
trled wiping a nonexistent tear from 
an eye. They had 
flights: even Sanjay 
Indira Gandhi, 


was willing 
ES Had 
Published in this issue Я 
the litany could be ) 


they were queueing u i 
him after he had gone. 7 ор 
hours after the funeral a man with 


а loudspeaker went around 

of Patna announcing that a "hok 
sabha", a condolence meeting, 
be held in the Gandhi maidan 
in the evening. Who the organisers 
were was left vague, but it was clear 
that some politicians had already 
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By M. J. AKBAR 


decided to make 


the first claim to 
JP's legacy. And the people showed 
their disgust at this: very, very few. 
hardly a hundred, turned up. There 


was a generator to illuminate the 
faces of the leaders who would ad- 
dress the multitudes: but there were 
no multitudes. Ramanand Tiwari, 
the Janata leader, was there; there 
was Hansraj Gupta, the RSS chief of 
Delhi with his Bihar counterpart, and 
Vidyarthi Parishad leaders like 
Sushil Mody. Seeing the absence of 
response, the “top leaders” left in 
their gleaming Ambassador cars. 
The next day, there was a squabble 
among the JP loyalists over when the 
condolence meeting should be held: 
Some were in favour of holding it 
that very evening (on October 10), 
and others thought the next day, 
October 11, which was also JP's birth- 
day, would be a better occasion, And 
while these squabbles were going on, 
one of the key persons in the organi- 
sation of the arrangements, a man 
who could claim the closest relation- 
ship with JP among the politicians, 
suddenly revolted: he could not take 
this sordid business of using JP's 
name any more. Without informing 
many people, Chandrashekhar got 
into a car, and accompanied by a few 
close friends, drove off to Sokho- 
deora, about two hundred kilometres 


away from Patna, in the 
interior of Nawadah district. 
Here, touching the hill range 
Which separates Nawadah from 


poorest areas in the country, 


Jayaprakash Narayan had started an 


ashram after he had left Party poli- 
CS and given his life for social 
Work. While the other politicians 


.70-acre 


Chandrashekhar'’s 


He didn't make speeches. He remembered that JP had built an ashram 


fought to make speeches, Chandra. 
shekhar ran away from them, at 
least at this moment, and went to a 
place which was an important symbol 
of JP's life and achievement. It was 
an act which said a great deal for 
Chandrashekhar, the man. 


Everyone had forgotten about uw 
students and the workers of this 
living legacy of JP, and had been 
thrown into uncertainty. Chandra. 
Shekhar’s visit restored their confi- 
dence and spirits. As long as JP was 
alive, they knew, enough 
would be interested in this successful 
experiment in co-operative 
agriculture (the 
the works 
Sahai, who had 
Chandrashekhar, was 
first people to work on the ashram | 
when it began in the early Fifties: | 
then it was merely a piece of donated 
land on which nothing had ever | 
&rown, full of snakes, particularly 
the vicious and poisonous krait; there 
were scorpions, there was malaria, 
there was kala azar, and there were 
only simple huts (which still survive). 
But there was also one couple's will: 
JP and Prabhavati's; and there was 
the tremendous dedication of a hand- 
u 
Sushila's husband, 


among 


people | 


| 


of dedicated young people. , 
Dayanand Sahai, { 


now a prosperous MP, was also one 
of the first people to come: he had | 


exchanged his comfortable job in thc 
Planning department of the Bihar 
Government for the 
ponse to JP's call. 


ashram in resz| 
And he met his | 


wife there: JP and Prabhavati Devi | 


organised their marriage. There ме 
no roads then, recalled Рауапале | 
Sahai—only a kutcha path, which was 
serviceable only during summer а 
winter, but totally  waterlogge 
during the rains, К 
Chandrashekhar avoided going ! 
Patna even on JP's birthday: be 
wanted no part in the speechmakin" | 
that would inevitably take place 01 | 
that day. Instead, he was on his ws 
to Gaya district, to inspect a spot ЇЇ 


Raigir which he felt would be 50 


able for the building of a hospital | 


That hospital, to be called Jayapr4 
bha, would be another importan 
memorial to JP and Prabhavati Dey 
and it would be far тоге valuaD! 
than all the speeches in tbe world: 
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JP's last days: 
The wounded soldier 


m IN October 11, 1978, many 

à|of the friends and admir- 
ers of Jayaprakash Nara- 
5 yan who һай соте to 
— — ——JÀ Kadam Kuan to celebrate 
his birthday thought that this would: 
be his last. There weren't many 
VIPs in the gathering. The great 
politicians were busy with their games 
in Delhi: even Chandrashekhar, who 
was the nearest to JP among the 
politicians, sent only a telegram. JP 
used to celebrate his birthday on two 
days: on Vijayadashami according to 
both the Indian and the Roman 
calendar. (He was actually born on 
Vijayadashami.) This year JP did 
quietly celebrate another year of his 
now increasingly sad life: and in 
every respect so, both in broken 
health and broken dreams, But ne 
could not reach his birthday by the 
Roman calendar, 

The worst thing was that people 
had begun to feel in the last two 
years that JP was no longer their lea- 
der but the leader of only other lea- 
ders, This impression is largely due 
to the statements made by the vari- 
ous leaders who have tried to ex 
ploit JP's name to further their na- 
rrow ends. The truth was that JP 
never knew who was angry with him 
and why. 

I reached JP's house on the morn- 
ing of September 27, at around 8.15. 
The house was deserted. On the 
ground floor, except for a plaincloth- 
es security man smoking a Charmi- 
nar cigarette, there was nobody. Su- 
ddenly the contrast with the turbu- 
lent days of:1974 and 1975 hit me. I 
had participated in that movement 
myself, and during that glorious mo- 
ment in our lives JP's house was al- 
ways crowded as in a carnival. And 
the roads on either side used to 
swarm with activity. The young revo- 
lutionaries, from every corner of the 
country, would simply not budge 
until they had seen JP at least once. 
Who knew, particularly after March 
1977, that once again very soon, JP’s 
house would be as silent as it was 
during the long days when JP had 
renounced politics. When I reached 
the upper floor, on which JP lived, 
I found Taki Rabim, the top leader 
of Bihar’s Marxist Coordination Com- 
mittee, reciting a few ghazals to JP. 
JP saw me approaching, watched me 


” silently for a while, and then reacted. 


"Acha Santosh, baitho, baitho (Oh, is 
that Santosh, sit down, sit down). 
After Taki Rahim had recited another 


By SANTOSH BHARTIYA, 


ghazal and left, JP beckoned me to 
come nearer and sit with him. T had 
` come from Lucknow. where I was 
based. I told JP about UP Politics, 
. in response to a question from him. : 
He wanted to know the prospects of ' 
the various Parties. I had- hardly 
finished answering when Sachidanand, 
JP's secretary, felt that JP was tired 
now, and needed some rest. .[ was 
trying to get up quietly when JP 
said, “Come inside for a chat.” 

JP was very weak, He had to be 
helped up. and  half-carried to his. 
bed. It was not long ago when one 
simply could not conceive of spending 
so much time with JP. There was 
always a queue of visitors. And 
now here I was spending so much 
time with him. JP was very eager 
to know what exactly was happening 
all over the country. His secretary #4 
used to read out the newspapers to j 
him every day. But nobody would. (j 
tell what he really wanted to know: 4 
The truth behind the wheeling and 
dealing of politicians, the background 
that he was sure existed, because he 
knew the pygmies of Delhi only too 
well When, illustrating with speci- 
fic incidents, I told him that people 
were angry with him, he was astoni- 
shed. “Why? why are people angry 
with me?" "When I told him that thc 
end result of two years of Janata rule - 
was that a lot of people were beginn- 
ing to look positively at the Emergen- 
cy and suggest that things were better 
then, JP sadly looked up at the ceil- 
ing and kept staring at it. When J 
added [hat the self-confidence of the 
people which the movement had built 
ad been, to an extent, destroyed by 
the performance of the Janata, JP 
turned towards me. Suddenly, a 
flash of the old fire lit his eyes, and 
he asked, "Should I say anything to 
the people now?" His secretary, 
Sachidanand, interrupted and told ЈР. 
"You had told Ataljee (Vajpayee) 
that you would think about this". 1 


belonged to . 
political Party. JP looked intently at 

ne. Т left after saying this, adding 

that I would return in the evening, 

My heart was heavy and I kept 
tememibering a part of the conversa- 
tion which had taken place earlier, 
wheré JP had described himself as и 
wounded soldier. jb had told him that ` 
only he had been. successful, and the 
others had failed, and JP had replied 
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“No, even the leader has failed, will 
history ever understand that I was 
never among those people who pro- 
vided leadership from inside a closed 
room?" Downstairs it was still des- 
erted. And that same security man 
was now listening to Vividh Bharti. 

In the evening, there was the same 
silence. In his room, a retired 
oficer of the Bihar Government, 
Ranchhor Babu, was sitting. I waited 
outside, JP's nurse came and sat by 
me and told me that JP could not 
sleep well at night. He could hardly 
sleep for more than two hours at а. 
stretch. He was less. weak these 
days, he kept pressing his right hand. 
She became emotional, and she sound- 
ed as if she wanted to cure JP with 
her love. On three days a week, 
Monday, Wednesday and Friday, JP 
used to have his dialysis, which would 
last for six hours at a time. Every 
drop of blood leaving the body, one 
at a time, being cleaned and returned 
to the veins, One day, in utter pain, 
JP began crying like a child. “Am I 
not a human being? I too fecl pain! 
he shouted. 

I did not wait for Ranchhor Babu 
to come out, and went into the room. 


After he left, JP commented, 
“Ranchhor Babu is very clear in his 
mind about planning”. The doctor 


came in and began checking JP's 
blood pressure. On the wall above 
JP’s bed. over his head, was a fram- 
ed couplet: Malik teri raza, aur hi tu 
rahe, baki na main rahoon, naameri 
arzoo rake. (God only you and your 
wil survives, neither I nor my 
desires.) 

There were pictures of Gandhiji 
and Prabhavati (JP’s wife) together, 
and JP and Prabhavati together. To 
the right of the bed was the dialysis 
machine, and the room had.a strange 
smell, partly of a hospital, partly of 
a home. JP turned towards me and 
began saying something when I stopp- 
ed him, “I have not come to talk”, 
I said, “Just to sit here". Sachida 
Babu began reading from the day's 
newspapers. JP was cynical about 
news. But became visibly agitated 
about a report from Amnesty Inter- 
national about the number of politi- 
cal murders that had taken plage in 
this decade. The political develop- 
ments in Delhi elicited only onc res- 

ponse from him: *I take my strength 
le. If only I could meet 
the people again..." The sentence was 


incomplete, but the meaning could 
not have been clearer, 
JP again looked at the ceiling. 


s terrac 
began walking together. us 

room, bat 
verandah and that small more 
was the sum total of JP’s world now. 
JP could not get out of that. It was 
Sachida Babu’s belief that if JP, 
even now, could £o back to the 
people, he would become all right. T 
laughed to myself. None of JP's 
young workers were allowed to meet 
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i days. But this dying old 
E atid be made to sit for an Жог, 
by those around him, to wait for 
Sanjay Gandhi to come and see him 
(Sanjay Gandhi, as it happened, did 
not meet him). Glamour boys could 
meet JP, not ordinary workers. Now, 
even the Sarvodaya people had more 
or less stopped meeting JP. JP had 
‘unintentionally done them the last 
favour with the Amrit Kosh Fund, 
and now perhaps they would return 
only when a fund would be raised in 
the name of a dead JP. Hi 

September 28—that was dialysis 
day. I reached Kadam Kuan around 
seven in the morning. JP asked me 
about the attack on boys of the 
Sangharsh Vahini at Bodh Gaya over 
the math's land issue(SUNDAY Sept- 
ember 9). After narrating the in- 
cident, I suggested that what we 
were passing through was a crisis of 


JP 
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MET Jayaprakash Na- 
rayan on September 25, 
at his residence at Ka- 
damkuan in Patna. He 
had undergone dialysis 
on the previous day and he looked 
feeble but cheerful, When I asked 
him about his health, he said: 
“These days I have to undergo 
dialysis every alternate day.” I 
could see a lurking smile on his 
face when he added: “The doctors 
Spare me on Sundays." Yet it was 
on a Sunday that he had to.un- 
dergo an emergency dialysis and 
he died in his sleep early on 
October 8. 
Ifound JP unusually alert. When 
. 1 talked about my friend Profe- 
ssor Raj Krishna, he asked me: 
"Why did he resign from the 
Planning Commission?” ^ Later 
when I told him about Raj Krish- 
na’s spirited interview to SUNDAY 
Magazine, he immediately asked 
one of his secretaries (Shri Sa- 
chidanand) to get a copy of SUN- 
DAY and read out the interview. 
а switched 


on to national politics 
referred to the distressing 


ey have 
a wonderful opportun 


faith, People were giving u 
in the Government, And аре 
nbility to do anything for them 


“What do you think will happen?” 
I asked JP. Tears welled up ip his 
eyes. And he replied, "Dekho, Kia 
hota hai (See what happens)”, v 
heart welled up too, and suddenly 1 
bent down and touched his feet, 
gave me his ashirvad and said softly 
“Phir aana (come again)”. 2 
Downstairs, I met Sachidanang 
There was another kind of anger in 
him. And he was also waiting for 
his opportunity to tell the world the 
truth about JP being isolated from 
the people. His other Secretary 
Abraham, said that there was a great 
deal in his diary, but he would not 
publish it. History will remember 
JP as a man who only gave all that 
he had. And, took nothing, absolutely 
nothing, in return. a 


[està 


state of affairs in the country, JP 
was sad and silent. After a long 
pause he said: "They have lost a 
wonderful opportunity.” I could 


sec in his tragic eyes his total 
disillusionment with our political 
leaders. 


I moved on to rural health, I 
informed JP that ! was trying to 
study the working of the new 
rural health scheme based on Co- 
mmunity Health Volunteers. I also 
told him that I was planning to 
visit a Primary Health Centre and 
some Sub-Centres, and introduced 
to JP the officials from the Mini- 
stry of Health of Bihar Govern- 
ment. JP asked me: “Which place 
are you planning to visit?" I re- 
plied: “Maner Primary Health 
Centre”. At this JP did not look 
happy at all. He observed: “But 
Maner is half urban”. I felt very 
guilty and added rather nervously: 
“But the Sub-Centres аге in the 
interior.” JP was right. My quick 
field work confirmed that even 
Sub-Centres were not in the inte- 
rior villages, 

It was remarkable that JP 
could remember not only the na- 
mes of the villages but also the 
type of villages. I started discuss- 
ing the details of the rural health 
Scheme and JP seemed deeply in- 
terested. I did not want to tire 
him out and soon Т parted say- 
ing: “You are the last of the 
great men of India.” Quick came 
his reply: “I make no such claim.’ 

I knew I would not meet Jaya- 
prakash Narayan again.. I did 
“ргапат” in the Indian style and 
touched his feet. He took both my 
hands in his and bid an affectio- 
nate farewell. 
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The last 24 hours 


fam |UNDAY, October 7, 1979; 
Я the time : around 6 a.m. 
On the first floor of the 
$ }|Маш!а Charkha Samiti 
| —Jbuilding in  Patna's 
Kadam Kuan area, JP — the untir- 
ing fighter against authoritarianism 
and revolutionary extraordinary, now 
a frail old man afflicted by serious 
kidney trouble — had woken up to 
another dawn. It was a quiet morn- 
ing, with no traces of the tension 
and anxiety that had gripped the 
place six months ago when JP was 
last seriously 11. Of late, in fact, 
he had been keeping "very fine, in 
the best of health, and showed a 
much better memory", as Dr R.V.P. 
Sinna, his resident physician, would 
often. say. 

As the ailing leader lay in bed, 
waiting for Gulab. his trusted atten- 
dant. he wore a look of relief. There 
was to be no dialysis that day, and 
the old man must have felt relieved 
at being spared the agony of the pain- 
ful exercise. Gulab arrived with a 
glass of water, JP washed his face, 
gargled. Gulab led him to the bath- 
toom for his morning ablutions, and 
he returned feeling relaxed. 

In a short while breakfast was 
ready. There were corn flakes, eggs, 
plantains and an apple. He ate his 
fill, and then listened to Mr Sachida- 


nand, one of his secretaries, read out ` 


selected items from the newspapers. 
He relaxed in bed for some more time 
and then asked Gulab to prepare 
him for a bath, as usual, in luke- 
warm water. Soon, JP was back ip 
his bedroom, bathed and shaven 
looking refreshed, to face a familiar 
audience : Secretary, Mr Abraham, 
Jagdish babu. They got talking. 
Not much later, JP began showing 
signs of discomfort. At about 11 a.m. 
he complained of breathing difficulty, 
and uneasiness in the abdomen. Such 
complaints .were not unusual, but 
when Dr C. P. Thakur, another of 
JP's personal physicians, examined 
him, he decided to administer 
oxygen to give JP immediate relief. 
While the old man continued to 
complain of pain in various parts of 
his body Dr Thakur advised him to 
drink as little water as possible. 
Gulab was told to prepare JP’s 
meals with less salt, and Dr Thakur 
ordered dialysis in case JP’s breath 
ing trouble continued. For lunch, 
which was served at noon, the lea- 
der had rice and mutton liver curry, 
his normal food, and curd. Not 
satisfied at the ‘quantity of liver 
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How the end came 


By S. P. SAGAR 


curry, JP asked Gulab: 
Itna kam kyon laye?” 
you brought so little?) 


.Meanwhile, he continued to have 
difficulty breathing. At about 3 p.m., 
an old friend of his from the social- 
Ist movement, Achyut Patwardhan 
called. “Hullo, how are you?" he 
asked, to which the leader—strange- 
ly pessimistic about his fate — re- 


“Kyon ? 
(Why. have 


plied. “Lingering on, waiting for 
death.” After that, they talked 
heartily, and not about politics- 


Since the breathing trouble, bodyache 
and uneasiness in the abdomen con- 
tinued, it was decided to conduct an 
‘emergency’ (meaning unscheduled) 
dialysis. Patwardhan and JP hugged 
and kissed each other on the fore- 
head, and hoped they would meet 
again before the former left. 


By 4.15 p.m all was set for the 


dialysis. Janaki Bahen, JP’s 
adopted daughter, and Mr 
Abraham started the dialyser. Two 


needles were inserted into the graf- 
ted region of his right hand to begin 
the process of cleaning his blood, 
which lasts for five hours. JP was 
brought under local anaesthesia. 
While he persistently complained 
about the pain, the operation conti- 
nued and in two hours about two 
kilos of the excess fluid his blood con- 
tained were eliminated. Towards the 
end of the operation, Mr Abraham, 
momentarily losing his patience, 


asked : “How much longer?” “Ten 
minutes,” came the reply. Actually 
it lasted another 15 minutes. Din- 


ner — with the same menu of rice 
and mutton liver curry — was served 
during the dialysis, and this time, 
as the normal practice was during 
dialysis, JP was spoonfed by Gulab. 
The process finally ended by 9.39 
p.m., after which the frail man look- 
ed relieved but exhausted. 


“That night he seemed better,” 
Mr Abraham said, remembering his 
moments with JP. While Gulab 
gently pressed the portions of his 
body where he complained of pain, 
he began dozing to sleep, and told 
both Gulab and Mr Abraham to go 
away. Mr Abraham left by about 
1] p.m., assured that he was asleep. 
A round-the-clock vigil was kept on 
the ailing leader by a team otf six 
doctors and three nurses. The per- 
sons on duty that night were nurse 
Kanti Mishra, from 11 p.m, to 1 a.m, 
a Chhatra Sangharsh Samiti mem- 
ber from 1 a.m. to 4 a.m. the next 
morning and Amrit, an office staffer, 


from 4 am. to 5 a.m. After 5 a.m. 
Jagdish babu, whose room is on the 
same floor as JP's, took over till 6 
a.m. when Gulab relieved him. The 
doctor on duty that night was a 
child specialist, Dr U. К. Singh, who 
lived on the ground floor of the 
building. 

At 4.45 a.m., says Amrit, JP asked 
him to bring a glass of water. Hay- 
ing been given the water, he told 
Amrit to leave, saying that he was 
again feeling sleepy. Amrit left, and 
on his way informed  Jagdish babu. 
The latter woke up to find JP sleep- 
ing with his body inclined. to the 
right. This was around 5 ат. 
Around, 5.40 a.m., Jagdish babu re- 
turned to JP's room, peeped in 
through the door and found him in 
exactly the same position : head and 
torso bent to the right at a curious 
angle. Unsuspectingly Jagdish babu 
went to the bathroom. At about ХИ 
five or seven minutes to six, when CEA 
Gulab, who had left JP's room at Bt 1 
11.30 p.m., was on his way tothe room AW 
agam, Jagdish babu told him to - 
switch off the airconditioner since it 
was "somewhat cold". Gulab enter- 
ed the room, and by what: һе saw, 
was almost petrified. The battered 


figure was upcurled, the knees al 
most touching the abdomen, the 
back  arched, and the whole body 


tilted to the left, balancing on the 
edge of the bed. It was a horrid 
sight, but with something strange 
about it: his right hand was reach- 
ing out across the body to the left, 
where the calling bell press button 
lay fixed to the side-table. Gulab 
stood transfixed. He walked up to 
the bed and touched JP's. sullen 
face, which was turned downward, 
the nose pressed against the edge of 
the bed, and turned it upward. JP's 
eyes were shut, but his mouth was 
agape. : 

Gulab ran out of the room scream- 
ing. Jagdish babu rushed to the 
and straightened the curled 
body. Gulab ran down the stairs 
and brought the doctor. The doctor 
hurriedly examined the body. He felt 
and massaged the chest, and found 
no sign of life any more. 

Gulab demonstrated to us the lea- 
der's last posture : a kneeling, pros- 
trate figure, the back curved up and 
the right hand reaching out left 
the direction of the calling bel 
ton. While there was no si 
struggle, could it just bet 
dying man had w : 
help that did not 
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HAD seen JP for the 
first time soon after he 
was released from jail in 
1016. from a distance, 
: ut I persona et hi 
first in 1951 soon after I D d ae 
MA from Allahabad University. He 
had gone there as a socialist leader 
to tour Allahabad district. At that 
ле the Socialist Party in Allahabad 
vas ш a very weak position. I wa 
asked by the Socialist Party ea 
"Quarters in Lucknow to organise his 
Programme. He had a hectiog pro- 
‘gramme for a day. After the pro. 
gramme was over in the night. he 
asked someone he wanted to see me, 


the person who had organi 

| I ad organised the 
programme. "That was the beginning 
of my close contact with him, After 
that it became a very intimate per- 
sonal equation. And later, all the 
time, even when I differed with him 
politically, the persona touch was so 
at 


Ё overpowering t 


Я тошу ‘opposing him on maur ро b 
1 lt is very difficult to remember all 
= the past incidents. But some verv 
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The man l loved 


He was a second Mahatma 


By CHANDRASHEKHAR 


sweet memories come to my mind 
when Prabhavatiji and JP were toge- 
ther in the early days in their home 
village of Sitabdiara. I, as a socialisi 
worker, used to be present at the 
village whenever JP visited it. I re- 
member he looked after every work- 
er. Ip the night, if it was winter, he 
would personally see whether every- 
body had been provided with ade- 
quate coverings. If any worker was 
Sick, he would make enquiries about 
his health and make arrangements 
for his treatment. I remember опе 
mcident when  Mahanand Mishra, 
who was a hero of 1942 in Ballia dis- 
trict, was suffering from serious eye 
trouble. JP was in Ballia. Friends 
told him that Mr Mishra needed 
good treatment. JP took him to 
Patna with him. On the (Patna) 
railway platform, Mahanand Mishra 
in his usual style could not catch Jv 
in the crowd because his legs had 
weakened due to torture in the 1942 


. movement. When JP was going out 


of the station, he immediately re- 
membered Mahanand Mishra and came 
back searching for him. In the whole 


2 surprised to see that JP 
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Party colleagues to take special E 


Mishra had weak legs. He told 2] Sn 
of Mr Mishra, to take Him 0 УБ 


hospital. ‚Ун such 
I remember another indie helm 
There was a friend of mine. ГУЙ More 
Mustafa, a student hero of the 1 d made 
movement, After Partition тапу * on hi 
is relatives went over to Ракі: humil 
But this young man simply ге accep 
to go to Pakistan even though you a 
offered very high positions by Shouk 
country. In the university I rem 
hero. After the examinations rated 
over, Mustafa wanted a job but - came; 
could not get any job. harlal 
along with Mustafa shoul 
moments JP was dumbfoundee ; Jawan 
learn that Mustafa was unemplo t ae 
He said that “if free India coule j| — am T 
provide a job to a person like cdi if ad 
tafa, I do not know what frees Nehen 
is for He immediately wrote should 
letter to Lal Bahadur na game. 


the railway authorities but 
happened for six months. 
JP was on a by-election 


Lo dba iP, у 


запа Mishra 
was left he. 


> special cate 
ake Him 
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Атап at District, And Mustafa and 
myself met JP and he immediately 
wrote a letter to Rafi Saheb. I still 
distinctly remember the wording of 
JP’s letter. “My dear Rafi Sahib, if 
we cannot provide a job to men like 
Mustafa, we should feel ashamed. If 
vou cannot do anything, I will write 
to Bhai Saheb (he meant Jawaharlal 
Nehru).” Rafi Sahib provided some 
job to Mustafa. That is a long story. 
But this shows how careful JP was 
about ordinary persons. 

When the Emergency was declared 
and JP was arrested I immediately 
rushed tothe Parliament Street 
Police Station where he was taken. 
Only there did I learn that there 
was a Warrant of arrest against me. 
I informed JP and he just smiled 
and said "You too are being arrested. 


They have gone mad." Then a UNI 
correspondent asked what was his 
reaction. He gave the famous 


reply “vinas kale viparit budh?" (when 
one's ruin is near, one's mind loses 
its balance) After my release from 
jail when I went to meet JP, he told 
me, with tears in his eyes, that he 
pleaded with the Government autho- 
rities that he was feeling very lonely 
in Chandigarh апа he should 
alowed my company and I should be 
transferred to Chandigarh. But the 
authorities did not concede his re- 
quest. Не remembered the days of 
1932 in the Lahore fort and said that 
“even the British Government allow- 
ed Ram Manohar Lohia and myself 
io meet. I do not know what was 
so serious about you. They did not 
allow me your company.” 

l remember another incident. Soon 
after the Janata Government was 
formed, JP was a bit annoyed. He 
sent a message as to why I did not 
become a Minister. I went to Bon: 
bay and told him ту views about 
joining the Government, He said he 
did not consider it from that angle. 


He immediately said : “You haye 
done the right thing." Then after a 
few days, he suggested to some 


friends that I should become the pre- 
sident of the Janata Party. When I 
was informed of it, I went along 
with my friend Brahmananda to 
Jaslok Hospital and I pleaded with 
JP that he should not give advice on 
such matters because people at the 
helm of affairs may ignore his advice. 
Moreover, I told him that if I was 
made president of the Janata Party 
on his recommendation I shall feel 
humiliated and “if your request is nut 
accepted it would be derogatory to 
you also.” JP said : "No, whv 
Should they not accept my advice?" 
I remember Brahmananda and I nar- 
rated a story, In 1947 when freedom 
came, Gandhiji suggested to Jawa- 
harlalji that Acharya Narendra Dey 
should be Congress president. But 
Jawaharlal Nehru could not accept 
that advice. I told JP that “neither 
am I Acharya Narendra Dev nor are 
you Mahatma Gandhi and the present 
leaders are also not Jawaharlal 

ehrus, This is a power game and you 
Should keep aloof from this power 
game.” Since that day I always 
insisted that JP should not be 
brought into any political contro- 
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versy, whether that of internal poli- 
tics of the Janata Party or outside. 


But unfortunately sometimes JP's 
name was used by some people. 
But JP,'all the time I met him, was 
anxious about the work being done 
for the poorer sections of society. 
Last time when I met him, he was so 
worried about the impending disaster 
because of the drought. He was al- 


ways thinking as if a calamity was 
falling on the country and he was 
not able to do anything to come to 
the help of our 


people. He never 
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discussed the affairs of the Janata 
Party but always talked about na- j 
tional problems. s 
When I met him last, he was in 1 
perfect health. He was in the same 
condition as he was before going to 
Bombay for treatment last time. 
thought that JP was going to survive 
for a longer time. All his associates 
were pretty sure that there was mno 
prohlem ior JP now. But his end 
has come all of a sudden. This is 
too much of a shock. But sometimes 
I feel that for a person like JP the 
sufferings. he had undergone during 
the last three or four years were too 
much for him. He had died in peace. 
That {роща be a matter of solace for 
us, has contributed something 
to Indian history which the nation 
can never forget. The grateful na 
tion will always remember JP as'the 
protector of democracy in this coun- 


try. 

I feel that after Mahatma Gandhi, 
JP was the person who gave a new 
inspiration to our masses and could 
make them realise that they were 
the real masters of this country. 
They are the arbiters of the destiny 
of this nation. It is not the politi. 
cians and not the few people at the 
helm of affairs who would determine 
the future of this country, but young 
men, the peasantry and the toiling 


masses. They are the determinin 
factors. This was the ‘message 0 
hope and confidence that JP wanted 


to impart to his colleagues and all 
those who came in touch with him. 

е could inspire the nation, not 
from the seat of power. I hope his 
ideals and his dreams will be fulfilled 
by the coming generation. 


Iseum, Hazratganj. know 


AM stunned by the sud- 
den death of Loknayak 
Jayaprakash Narayan. He 
was the last of the great 
national figures, the tal- 
lest among whom was Mahatma’ 
Gandhi, followed by Pandit Jawahar- 
lal Nehru, ‘Netaji Subhas Chandra 
Bose and Sardar Patel. I met JP 
when he visited Poona after the out- 
break of World War lI. I was then 
a graduate student of Ferguson Col- 
lege and was also the secretary of 
the local Congress Socialist Party. 1 
was tremendously impressed by his- 
pleasant personality. He was very 
handsome and had a very charming 
manner. I always felt at ease in his 
présence. JP was considered by us 
the third most popular leader after 
Mahatma Gandhi, that is after 
Jawaharlal Nehru and Netaji Subhas 
B; Bose who was then affectionately 
9) called Subhas Babu not Netaji. 
Hy His public speech on the Shaniwar 
^ Wara ground in his deep husky voice 
was very inspiring. JP was married 
to the daughter of a leading disciple 
of Mahatma Gandhi who worked as 
his lieutenant in the great’ Cham- 
paran struggle. Prabhavatij was а 
Gandhian and for many years JP was 
a confirmed Marxist. Prabhavatiji 
deeply influenced him in her own 
way. JP took an active part in the 
non;cooperation movement in the 
Twenties. Later he went to the USA 
for continuing his studies. But unlike 
most other students from the well- 
to-do families, JP's education was not 
financed by money orders or cheques 
coming from home. JP worked on 
plantations, on farms, 
and as a waiter, 
in the dignity 
it himself. 
USA he was 
the Marxist 


Depression finally convi i 
EU ly vinced him that 


returned to Indi 
country was in a great ET е 
the banks of the river Ravi, the Con- 
gress had passed a resolution on com- 
plete independence under the presi- 
dentship of Jawaharlal Nehru, JP 
сате in close contact with the young - 
Congress president. Jawaharlal had 
a weakness for foreign educated 
young people and among these young 
leaders were Jayaprakash Narayan 
and Dr. Ram Manohar Lohia. JP 
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worked as the labour secretary ot 
the AICC, was himself arrested 
and spent long periods in jail. When 
the AICC was banned JP also work- 
ed as the general secretary of the 
Congress He was imprisoned in the 
Nasik Central Jail in the years 1932- 
1933. With him were many other 
future. leaders of the Congress So- 
cialist Party like Minoo Masani, N. 
G. Goray and Asoka Mehta. 

After his release from jail the con- 
servative leadership of the Congress 
Party again turned to constitutional- 
ism and to the parliamentary path 
and the younger Congressmen who in 
their long terms of imprisonment 
came into contact with Marxist ideas 
were disappointed with the course 
that the Congress Party had taken. 
They had reservations about Mahat- 
ma Gandhi's constructive programme. 
They felt that it was necessary to 
organise the workers and peasants 
on class lines and hring them into 
the freedom movement. Those who 
thought alike met together in Patna 
and Bombay in 1934 and so the Con- 
gress Socialist Party was launched 
with Jayaprakash as its general secre- 


tary. Acharya  Narendra Dev, Dr. 
Ram Manohar  Lohia, Kamala Devi 
Chattophadhyay, Yusuf Meherally, 


Minoo Masani, S. M. Joshi and other 
comrades were his colleagues, There 
were also young  people—E. M. S. 
Ramamurthy, 
Sundarayya and others. They later 
on left the Congress Socialist Party 
and founded the Communist Party. 
Later JP continued to have excellent 
relations with the CPI(M) because 
4 its leaders close association’ with 
the Congress Socialist Party and the 
freedom movement. 
In the beginning Jayaprakash was 
a fierce critic of Mahatma Gandhi's 
philosophy. He was then an ortho- 
dox muarxist and in his booklet Why 
Social he had not only attacked 
Mahatma Gandhi’s ideology, but also 
strongly criticised the traditional Hin- 
du thinkers like Bhagwan Das. In the 
‘Ferozpur document of the Congress 
Socialist Party he persuaded the 
Party to declare itself as a Marxist 
Party. JP thought it was necessary 
to heal the breach between the Con- 
gress Socialist Party and the Com. 
munist Party, both of whom profes- 
Sed Marxism. The main dispute be- 
tween the Congress Socialist Party 
and the Communist Party at the time 
was that the Congress Socialist Party 
ed the Indian National 


Socialist 


nists, the Congress never accepted 
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Last of the founding fathers | 


He never wavered on his principles | 


Congress as the  anti-imperialist 
national front and believed that aj 
socialists, Marxists and leftists, Should 
work through the Indian National 
Congress. The policy of the Com. w 
munist Party was different. They 
regarded the Congress as a bourgeois 
Party and denounced Mahatma | 
Gandhi as a bourgeois leader. The 
Communist Party stayed away from 
the great civil disobedience campaign | 
of the years 1930-34 although many | 
individual comrades joined this move- | 
ment. i 
But by 1936 a change had come in | 

| 

{ 

|] 


the policy and outlook of the com- 
munists and they decided to work | 
with the Indian National Congress. 
After this change JP felt that the 
main difference that divided the 
Communist Party and the Congress 
Socialist Party had disappeared. So ! 
he suggested that there should be a 
united front between the Congress | 
Socialist Party and the Communist 
Party which was then a  proscribed 
political organisation. As a first step 
towards unification, JP opened the | 
doors of the Congress Socialist Party 
for Communist Party members and 
many members joined the Congress 
Party and also became | 
members of the AICC. The socialists | 
i 


:and communists also worked together 


in the AITUC. JP played a leading 
role in restoring unity to the trade 
union movement and he also played 
a prominent part in organising the 9 
Kisan Sabha. Both the socialists and | 

the communists pressed for collective 

affiliation of these class organisations 
with the Indian National Congress: 
The issue was discussed at the work: 
ing committee from time to time an 
in spite of the deep sympathy whic 
Jawaharlal Nehru felt for the view | 
point of the socialists and commu: j 


the principle of collective affiliation | 


Jayaprakash Narayan was an Oppo: | 
nent of the federal scheme under Шш 
Government of India Act of 1935 214 j 
he believed gle | 


Bose was also a strong critic o 
Government of India Act, and ha 
decided to contest the election f 
Congress presidentship, Subhas 50 
cited the support of the sociali 
At that time there was a division 
the socialist ranks. Men like, 
Ram Manohar Lohia were scepti 
They felt it was only unde 
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leadership of Mahatma Gandhi that 
a mass struggle could be launched. 
“We should not pursue any policy 
that would divide the Congress.” At 
the same time Dr. Lohia felt that the 
socialists and communists should try 
to influence the policies of the Cong- 
ress and try to make them more 
radical. Subhas Babu won the presi- 
dential election but Mahatma Gandhi 
treated it as a vote of no &onfidenos 
in his leadership. At the AICC meet- 
ing in Tripuri a resolution was intro- 
duced by Gobind Ballabh Pant reiter- 
ating faith in the leadership of 
Mahatma Gandhi and directing the 
new president to appoint the work- 
ing committee in consultati i 
Mahatma Gandhi. on. with 

Mahatma Gandhi had then under- 
taken a fast at Rajkot and Subhas 
Babu had taken ill. We young people, 
1 remember, were very 
angry with Mahatma Gandhi for 
using the Rajkot fast to create an 
opinion in the Congress Party against 
Subhas Bose. We expected our Con- 
gress Socialist leaders to back Subhas 
Bose to the hilt although we all felt 
the preserving of the unity of the 
Congress was also essential. After 
Tripuri, because JP had excellent 
relations both with Pandit Jawaharlal 
Nehru and Subhas Bose, at the Cal- 
cutta AICC meeting JP played the 
role of mediator and tried to bring 
about unity not only between Pandit 
Jawaharlal Nehru and Subhas Bose, 
but also between the conservative 
wing of the Congress and the radical 
wing, of which Subhas- Bose and he 
himself were the acknowledged 
leaders. However, JP did not suc- 
ceed and Subhas Bose and the Indian 
National Congress drifted apart. 
Subhas Babu organised anti-compro- 
mise conferences and attacked the 
official leadership of the Congress for 
which action was taken against 
Subhas Bose and he was expelled 
from the Congress Party. We were 
naturally very unhappy about these 
developments and I remember the 
heated discussions we had with the 
Congress Socialist Party leaders in 
Pune. However all these ` contro- 
versies were pushed to the back- 
ground because of the outbreak of 
the World War II. 


It was after the outbreak of the 
war that JP came to Pune. I re- 
member that JP's main concern at 
that time was to organise mass re- 
sistance against the war effort. He 
continued to press Mahatma Gandhi 
and the Congress leaders not to co- 
operate with the war effort and hence 
launch a mass struggle against 
Britain's effort to drag India into the 
war. He went round the country 
making anti-war speecheg and rous- 
ing the people against the British 
Government. The British Govern- 
ment took action and arrested Jaya- 
prakash Narayan under the Defence 
of India Rules and sentenced Dr. 
Lohia to two years’ imprisonment. 


' In spite of the. differences between 


Gandhiji. and JP, gradually Jaya- 
prakash was coming under the in- 
fluence of Mahatmaji. But it was not 
a one way relationship. After the 
war JP had several discussions with 
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If JP and Lohia 


elections, | do 


feel 


alternative to the Indian 


Mahatma Gandhi and wrote him a 
letter on the eve of the Ramgarh 
Congress. Mahatma Gandhi respond- 
ed in the columns of the Harijan 
and said that if the Socialists accept- 
ed the creed of non-violence, he 
would go along with them. In sub- 
sequent years, not only did Mahatma 
Gandhi influence socialist leaders 
like JP, but leaders like JP, Lohia 
and others also influenced the think- 
ing of Mahatma Gandhi. 

If you read Pyarelal’s memoirs 
of that period— The Last Phase—this 
wil become clear. During the 1942 
Inovement JP made a daring escape 
from Hazaribagh jail with colleagues 
like Ram Nandan Misra and joined 
the ranks of the freedom fighters. At 
that time Achut Patwardhan, . Aruna 
Asaf Ah, Dr. Ram Manohar Lonia, 
Sucheta  Kripalani and others were 
operating under the name of the 
underground  AICC and trying to 
widen the scope of the mass struggle. 
They stuck to the position of non- 
killing and  noninjury When JP 
came out, I remember that JP differ- 
ed from these leaders and felt that 
only armed resistance could achieve 
the objectives. He organised squads 
which operated in Bihar. Nepal 
was used as a base of operations. 

However, the British were able to 
arrest both JP and Dr. Lohia and 
gradually both the peaceful and the 
armed resistance collapsed except in 
areas like Satara where a parallel 
Government was set up. JP’s think- 
ing underwent a basic change during 
1943-46 and when he came out of 
jail, he had renounced his faith in 
Marxism, although he continued to 
subscribe to the ideal of an egali- 
tarian society. However, the Soviet 
experience and the role of the Com- 
munist Party in the 1942 movement 
alienated JP both from Marxism and 
from the Communist Party. „Не in 
creasingly fell under Gandhiji’s in- 
fluence, especially after the assassi- 
nation of Mahatma Gandhi. So JP 
came to accept Gandhiji’s creed of 
non-violence. 


P was the founder of the 

Socialist movement. As 

the general secretary of 

the Party, it was he who 

organised the S чот 

à the socialists left the Congre 

in. 1948, JP played an outstanding 
role in making the Socialist Party a 
mass Party. He also prepared for 
the first general election held on the 
basis of adult franchise. The elec: 
tion results came as a shock not only 
to other Socialist leaders but also to 
JP who had played a large part in 
organising the Party. Although the 
Socialists polled more than 10 per 
cent of the popular votes, they won 
very few seats in the Lok Sabha and 
the State Assemblies. JP never re- 
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had not drifted apart after the 1952 
they together Would have 
been able to forge a really progressive and formidable 
National Congress, 
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this result. 
Gradually he felt that electoral poli- 
tics would not bring salvation to the 
country. More and more he began 
to explore the potentialities of the 


conciled himself to 


Gandhian method and came very 
close to Vinoba Bhave. Vinoba 
Bhave at that time launched his 


Bhoodan movement and JP enthusi- 
astically joined him. Sometimes he 
went to the other extreme. From 
his early Marxism he swung tq 
enthusiastic championing of the 
Sarvodaya cause. JP thought that 
Bhoodan and Sarvodaya would bring 
about a basic social transformation ; 
it would solve the land problem, the 
agrarian problem and it would also 
bring about a basic change in the 
social order. 

By 1954 JP had practically with- 
drawn from active participation in 
the socialist movement. In 1952, the 
Socialist Party and the KMPP had 
merged to form the Praja Socialist 
Party. After the formation of the 
Praja Socialist Party a discussion 
and dialogue had been held between 
Jawaharlal Nehru on the one hand 
and JP on the other. Jawaharlal 
had made vague suggestions about 
co-operation between the Indian 
National Congress and the PSP. He à 


had not defined the scope of this co- Я 


operation, whether he meant co- 


operation at the governmental level A 


or co-operation in non-governmental 
work. In the course of this dialogue 
JP formulated his 14-point pro- 
gramme and this became very con- 
troversial among the ranks of the 
PSP. Leaders like Dr. Lohia felt 
that the Congress Party enjoyed 
more than two-thirds majority in 
Parliament and there was no point 
in an opposition Party which didn't 
have a large representation in Parlia- 
ment in offering co-operation to the 
ruling Party. These controversies 
also affected JP deeply, and it streng- 
thened his resolve to retire from 
Party politics. 


I remember Dr. Lohia was very 
unhappy about JP's drift into Sarvo- 
daya. In 1954 he wrotea very 
moving letter to JP. In fact, Dr. 
Lohia was  prophetic as he wrote : 
"Only you can move the country, 
provided you do not vacillate.” Dis- 
cussions were held subsequently be- 
tween JP, Dr. Lohia and several of 
us. Till his death, Dr. Lohia made 
several efforts to persuade JP to re- 
turn to active politics. By active 
politics, Dr. Lohia of course did not 
mean power politics because both Dr 
Lohia and JP-had never been after 
power, They have been mass leaders 
and revolutionaries whose goal was 
not to win power somehow but to 
bring about a basic change in the 
social system. Both of them felt a 
deep affinity for 
have not come across 


young people. I . 


+ 


wits, 


Jeaders who 5 
pathy for younger people. J 

encouraged several young people to 
play an active part in politics. In 
fact he pushed them to the fore. I 
am myself a reserved type and I am 
not pushy by nature but JP reposed 
, great confidence in young people. In 
| 1947, one day S. M. Joshi received a 
| telegram from JP saying that he had 
| chosen a young man of 25 to repre- 
| sent the Indian socialists at the 
| International Socialist Congress. 
When JP was general secretary of 
the Party after he left the Congress, 
he not only forced me to become 
secretary of the. foreign relations 
department with Dr Lohia as chair- 
man but also made me, а joint-secre- 
tary of the Party. This affection for 
young people was a distinctive feature 
of JP's life. That is why when 
the Nav Nirman movement broke out 
in Gujarat and (when) the Bihar stu- 
dents also started a movement they 
naturally turned to JP for guidance, 
for leadership. 


ETWEEN 1954 and 1971 

JP played an active part 

ın the Sarvodaya move- 

ment but gradually he be- 

- gan to realise that the 
Bhoodan movement or the Sarvodaya 
movement was not the answer for 
the country's needs. He felt that 
Vinoba's movement was a status 
quoist movement, leaned heavily on 
the ruling classes and powers that be, 
and that Sarvodaya in its existing 
form could not become a potent in- 
strument for change. In 1969 the 
Congress Party split, and Mrs Gandhi 
established her ascendancy both in 
the Government and in the new Con- 
Rress:and the drift towards authori- 
farlanism began. Between 1969 and 
1971, Mrs Gandhi introduced'a num- 
ber of radical measures like bank 
nationalisation and abolition of the 


fo have doubts whether she did it 
out of conviction or whether she did 
it to whip up mass support for her 
authoritarian type of functioning. The 
CPI held a contrary view and they 
cooperated with Mrs Gandhi during 
this period, but socialists and 
even the CPI(M) came to the con- 
at Mrs Gandhi's 
gimmick, that all 


5 е in was establish- 
ing her dynastic rule in this ee 


I used to meet JP from ti 
time and exchange ideas, What 25 
did subsequently, I know, was not a 
sudden development. but a gradual 
evolution of his thinking. Some lead- 
ers lay great store by consistency; 
but really great leaders are not con- 
sistent as far as details or tactics or 
secondary things are concerned. JP 
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JP felt a deep affinity for you 
them and put-them to the fo 
Nirman movement broke ou 
students started a movement they 
for guidance and leadership. 


е. 
i in Gujarat and the Bihar 


have shown such sym- 


Privy Purses. But soon we had begun ` 


RESO 


ng people. He encouraged 
that is why when the Nav 


naturally turned to JP 


travelled from Marxism to Sarvodaya 
and back to the leadership of the 
struggle for democracy, struggle 
against the Emergency, struggle for 
civil liberties. Throughout this period 
he was inconsistent as far as second- 
ary things were concerned, as far as 
the details or the tactics employed 
were concerned. But I make bold to 
assert that as far as adherences to 


fundamental principles were  con- 
cerned, JP had been consistent 
throughout. JP accepted Marxism 


because he was totally against toi- 
eign rule, he was against the iniquit- 
ous social order and he wanted to 
establish a society based on social 
and economic justice. As far as these 
principles were concerned JP had 
been absolutely consistent. JP was a 
great believer in national independ- 
ence as well as in the cause of suffer- 
ing humanity. 

That is why he was moved by the 
sufferings of the common people in 
Bangladesh when that country suffer- 
ed under Yahya's military  dictator- 
ship and I persuaded JP to come out 
of his Sarvodaya shell and take the 
lead in organising world opinion in 
favour of Bangladesh's liberation. JP 
not only undertook a world tour in 
support of the cause of Bangladesh's 
liberation, he also organised an im- 
portant internatienal conference in 
Delhi. JP's effort played a big part 
in persuading liberal, progressive, 
democratic socialist world opinion to 
support the cause of Bangladesh. JP 
was also a great believer in national 
unity and he fervently held the belief 
that only Mahatma Gandhi's beliet in 
communal harmony and  secularism 
could hold the country together. It 
was because of his belief in national 
unity and the cause of  secularism, 
that he supported Sheikh Abdullah 
in his efforts to make use of his ser- 
vices to bring about the integration 
of Kashmir with the rest of India. 
He supported the Sheikh’s cause be- 
cause he believed that as Kashmir 
was a part of India, India would re- 
main a non-denominational secular 
State. 


He also championed the cause of 
the Naga people and played a big 
role in organising a peace mission. 
JP was aware that Nagaland was a 
Christian majority area. JP was 
aware that the tribal people were 
fiercely independent and he wanted 
the people of Nagaland to enjoy 
their freedom as part of the Indian 
Union. I remembcr during the com- 
munal holocaust in Bihar of 1946 
following the riots in Calcutta and 
Noakhali, JP and  Badshah Khan 
(Khan Abdul Gaffar Khan) risked 
their own lives m order to reestab- 
lish communal peace in Bihar. JP 
continued to work for communal 
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harmony — during the last day; A 
Of 


Mahatma Gandhi and j 
Those who hold Јауарга Efe, 
great esteem must rememb 1 | 
Jayaprakashji was an ardent su 
er of the ideals of communa} 29% 
mony and secularism. al hal 
loyalty for JP and to 
communal harmony .— these 
things cannot go together. 
But to revert to the point that 
was making, after 1971 JP felt; 
creasingly concerned over two 1.1" 
lems — the country's growing тту 
towards authoritarianism ала the 
failure of the Sarvodaya method he 
solve the agrarian problem or brine 
about a revolutionary change in the 
country's social structure. He Ws 
seeking a way out and while he M 
tinued to shun power, he felt that 
he could not keep away from the Boll 
tical structure. That is tbe reason. 
why he extended his sympathy am 
support to the Gujarat Nav Nirman 
agitation and advised students to 
leave their colleges and universities 
to devote themselves at least for one 
year to constructive work. "Go to the ^ 
villages and organise the people." 
Then in his own State of Bihar, a 
struggle broke out and the Bihar 
Government tried to suppress it. Jp 
finally came out of his shell, so to 
say, to lead the Bihar movement 
Although the Congress Government 
rapidly lost public support, it was 
kept in office by applying *orce. The 
whole power of the State, the power 
of the Central Government beside: 
the para-military forces like the 
Central Reserve Police and the Bor 
der Security Force, Industrial Se | 
curity Force and so on were diverted 
to Bihar and ordered to suopress the 
agitation. | 


At that point of time I remembe 
I had an interesting meeting with 
him in Allahabad. І asked him? 
direct question — If he succeeds i 
getting the Bihar Assembly dissolve 
and a fresh election was ordered 
what would be his role in the en 
ing electoral struggle? To that "n 
said : “I cannot keep out because Me 
Assembly would be dissolved becau a 
of my insistence, because of Ш 
movement. It would be my 4 
provide an alternative Govern 
I said if you are going to take M 
in the electoral battle, what er] 
be the instrument, who would pes 
candidates, how would they be Wu 
ed? Then he said: “We shall m 
to bring the Opposition Pare ^ 
gether. But the candidates mE 
sponsored by the popular _ CO y 
tees" They may be candidates Y. 
the Opposition Par d. 
approva Y 
committees which уш 
candidates win a majority, MIS 
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He said yes, it will have to 
there will have to be a Omp 
gramme, there wi av eat 
pline. Then I asked Bun thar pari 
you are going to 0 ri 
ТР was taken aback and he ш : 
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“you are asking me too many ques- 
tions. ГІТ answer them. Ill cross 
the bridge when I come to it? I 
remember this conversation because 
after that JP decided to extend the 
Bihar movement to other areas and 
organised a convention in Delhi in 
1974 and a national committee for 
peoples' struggle was formed. Out of 
these discussions came the idea ot a 
great march on Parliament. A draft- 
ing committee was set up to formu- 
late the demands and I remember 
one discussion where I raised th ques- 
tion of Emergency, the Bangladesh 
Emergency. I said Mrs Gandhi had 
not withdrawn her that Emergency 
as yet and it was very likely that 
she would use the Emergency 
powers, clamp down authoritarian 
rule so we must include the demand 
for the revoking of the Emergency 
in our charter of demands, 
and this demand was finally 
included. The march was a big 
Success and thereafter, JP took 
an active part in the discussions cen- 
tening around Opposition unity. Then 
came the dissolution of the Gujarat 
Assembly and the Gujarat election 
and JP persuaded the Opposition 
Parties to come together and the 
Janata Morcha. was formed. JP active- 
ly campaigned for this. All these 
developments finally led to the deci- 
sion to bring about Opposition unity. 
As far as we people were concerned 
we were not prepared to go beyond 
a federal Party; in fact, some of the 
socialists Were not even prepared to 
have a federal Party. They were not 
prepared to go beyond a United 
Front. They wanted to preserve their 
identity. 

It was Chaudhury Charan Singh, 
fully backed by Jayaprakash Nara- 
yan, who continued to insist on the 
formation of a united Party. How- 
ever the other Parties were not pre- 
pared to accept this and after the 
Allahabad judgments and the Guja- 
rat elections a joint meeting of the 
National Executive of the four Oppo- 
sition Parties was held in Delhi. JP 
attended that meeting and it was at 
this meeting that a decision was 
taken to start a civil disobedience 
campaign. Mrs Gandhi made this 
her pretext for her massive attack 
against democracy and popular free- 
dom. JP and others were arrested 
at midnight and packed off to 
prisons. Large scale arrests were 
made and for several months we lost 
all contact with JP. 


‘S soon as elections to the 
Lok Sabha. were an- 
nounced on January 18, 
JP took the lead in 
organising the electoral 
struggle and the true sign of great- 


ness is that great men always 
simplify complex situations into 
simple slogans. Lenin talked of 


peace and land to the peasants, and 
bought about a revolution in Czarist 
Russia. Similarly JP simplified the 
issue апа said that the issue was 
democracy versus dictatorship. This 
slogan so powerfully influenced the 
people, who had suffered during the 
Emergency months that they splen- 
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didly rallied round the banner of the 
Janata Party and its allies and a 
crushing defeat was inflicted on 
Mrs Gandhi. 

JP came to Delhi and administered 
an oath to the newly elected mem- 
bers of the Janata Party at Rajghat. 
Tt is well to remember what oath was 
administered by JP. JP asked us to 
work for a fundamental transforma- 
tion of political, economic and social 
relations. He wanted us to defend po- 
pular liberties. He wanted us to work 
for the upliftment of the lowly and 
the oppressed. In the 27 months that 
the Janata Party was in power did 
we fulfil the pledge that we took at 
Rajghat? Any honest person will 
have to admit that the Janata Party 
did not carry out the pledge which it 
had taken at Rajghat. 

I was saying that any honest per- 
son will have to admit that we have 
‘badly let down the people. Everybo- 
dy knows that JP was extremely un- 
happy about the performance of the 
Government, but many times he said 
that since he was tied down to this 
díalysis machine and could not play 
an active part he would not like to 
say much about what was happening 
in the country. Attempts were made 
by some people to exploit his name 
or to involve him in controversies 
which in the perspecetive of history 
have no significance whatsover. 1 us- 
ed to have long discussions with him 
but I always desisted from using his 
name in current controversies. . 

Apart from . Mahatma Gandhi 
whom I never knew intimately at 
the personal level, the two leaders 
who profoundly influenced my thin- 
king and my life are Jayaprakash 
Narayan and Dr Lohia. I always feel 
that if the two of them had not drif- 
ted apart after the 1952 elections, if 
JP had not left the socialist move- 
ment, if he had not drifted into Sar- 
vodaya, if he had continued to orga- 
nlse the socialist movement and the 
mass organisation and the organisa- 
tion of youth and women, scheduled 
castes, scheduled tribes,I do feel JP 
and Lohia together would have been 
able to forge a really progressive and 
formidable alternative to the Indian 

fonal Congress. i 
Ne am acutely aware that Dr Lohia's 
tactical line of electoral adjustments 
among non-Congress Parties or JP’s 
policy of uniting the Opposition Par- 
ties — disparate Opposition Parties 
with their conflicting ideologies — 
these tactics have arisen out of a fun- 
damental weakness. The absence of 
a strong socialist movement backed 
by a powerful organisation of the 
peasants, industrial workers, agricul- 
tural labourers, students and youth. 

I am not saying that JP should 
have taken an active role in power 
politics. Neither Dr Lohia nor JP, as 


JP travelled from Marxism to?Sarvodaya and back to the 
leadership of the struggle for democracy. 
inconsistent as far as secondary things were concerned 
but as far as fundamental principles were concerned he 
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I said at the very outset, were after 
power. But one question needs to b2 
squarely faced. What is the role of 
State power in social transformation? 


What is the role of Raj Shakti and 
Lok Shakti ? Ultimately the use of 
State power is an important ingredi- 
ent in bringing about a social revolu- 
tion. I know that there is great dan- 
ger of this State power, of this coer- 
cive power. becoming an unfettered 
tyranny. That danger has always 
been there in all revolutionary chan- 
ges. The problem to my mind was 
how to use State power for bringing 
about fundamental social changes 
and at the same time tame that 
State power in the interests of the 
people through organisations of po- 
pular will or popular strength. 

1 don't know what the solution is. 
to -this problem. If had 
not been paralysed by ill health, may- 
be he would have been able to orga- 
nise the popular will and to take. the 
Janata Government and the State 
power and would have compelled it 
to implement the promises. made in 
the election manifesto. Maybe I am 
only dreaming. But if I have learnt 
anything from JP and from Dr Lohia 
and Mahatma Gandhi, it is-this less- 
on that you cannot be indifferent to 
the question of State power. To run 
away from this question would be 
tantamount to escapism. At the same 
time by having recourse to Parliame- 
nt, parliamentary methods, and elec 
&oral majorities and formation of 
governments, we are not going to ac- 
all, people have 
to be organised. Their desires and 
aspirations have to be articulated. 
And pressure of popular opinion has 
to be generated ta force the weilders 
of power to implement their promi- 
ses. This is an unfinished task that 
JP has left behind. And those of us 
who agree with this fundamental 
proposition have to accept the chall- 
enge. 

- We are all small men confronted 
with great problems. With humility 
and faith in the ideals which JP held 
dear to his heart we should try to 
contribute our mite.in the necessary 
task of bringing about social transfor- 
mation in this country. For more than 
3,000 years large numbers of our peo- 
ple have been denied even the basic 
rights. More than 40 per cent of our 
Population continues to live below 
the poverty line. Unless we create a 
new social order, where the common 
people would occupy the centre of 
the stage, we cannot be said to have 
paid a real tribute to JP. I feel that 
should re-dedicate our 
selves to the ideals of Jayaprakash 
arayan which were also the ideals: 
of Mahatma Gandhi, the ideals of 
Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru and Netaji 
Subhas Chandra Bose, : 
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HE curtain has been run 
down on the centurv$ 
most controversial Indian 
who for nearly five de- 
cades occupied a unique 
place in the life of the country. No 
lndian in the post-Independence era, 
with the obvious exceptions 0 
Mohandas Karamchand Gandhi ап 
Jawaharlal Nehru, came: anywhere 
near to stirrmg the feelings of the 
people as Jayaprakash Narayan did. 
But after the homages and the tr 
butes are over and myth and reality 
start their interplay with the memo 
ry of his life, the crucial assessment 
will have to follow. But what do we 
make of him? Whatever may be the 
final verdict of history — one may 
not agree with his ideas, dialectical- 
ly one may make mincemeat of his 
concept of the total revolution, one 
might even be tempted to. conclude 
that his thoughts and ideas were 
woolly and he was a muddle-headed 
theoriser who often deserted what he 
had earlier considered the only path 
that could lead to the promised land 
of peace, progress and prosperity — 
that would not detract from the fact 
that through his intensely lived and 
eventful political life, this man had 
consistently been in search of an 
idea that might trace a new path for 
the country. : 
o First, how did the man himself 
ў look at the result of his hfe's work? 
¢ When in his last days he contempla- 
؛‎ ted the impending failure of his most 
cherished creation — the Janata 
Party — was he at peace with him- 
self? He told me in July 1978, “Well, 
I don’t claim to entirely at peace 
with myself, If a personal sense, I 
am. But when I look at what is hanv- 
pening around me I feel very un- 
happy, then I am surely not at peace 
witn myself. I would like to do some- 
tning about what I think is going 
wrong, but, unfortunately, partly be- 
cause of my illness and partly because 
of other limiations I am unable to 
do very much. That adds to my dis- 
Satisfaction with myself and the 
Situation that obtains over which I 
can’t have complete control.” 

Was this the same man who had 
only the other day, so to speak. rais- 
ed the nation from the dead? Quite 
so, said the Janata Party president 
Chandrashekhar, when I asked him 
what his assessment was of Jayapra- 
kash's role in rescuing India from 
authoritarianism, “Bhola, you know 
my opinion about Jayaprakash Nara- 
yan. His role in saving democracy in 
this country was assessed by me as 
early as in 1974. It was for the first 
time after 1947, if I may say so, after 
Mahatma Gandhi, Jayaprakash was 
the only person who enthused the 
masses to assert certain values in 
cur public life. At that time the pres- 

tige of our parliamentary institutions, 
our democratic institutions were 
slowly being eroded and Jayaprakash 
tried to draw the attention of the 
nation to that problem. Corruption 
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JP the Revolutionary 


in high places, favouritism, nepotism, 
in fighting for power — these were 
some of the maladies eating in- 
to tbe very vitals of our democracy. 
Jayaprakash started his movement on 
these issues. 

“J feel that if JP had not started 
the movement at that time perhaps 
we would have been caught in tbe 
trap of authoritarianism. | Though 1 
was in the Congress, I tried my best 
to save the country and the Congress 
from being driven to the wall. I have 
no hesitation in admitting, however. 
that it was of little avail. Most of 
the time it was just a cry in the 
wilderness. But when JP took the 
lead in the movement people were 
enthused, they were involved. 

*No sooner had we come out of jail 
than we saw what JP had done dur- 
ing 1974 and 1975 did not go to 
waste. People remembered all that 
was responsible for the demoraliza- 
tion in the nation; and they also re- 
membered the sacrifice JP had made. 
I think that the Janata Party could 
win the elections only because JP 
had sown the seeds of courage and 
determination among the people. 
That contribution cannot be forgot- 
ten. Mahatma Gandhi gave us free- 
dom, JP gave us the will to survive 
as a democratic nation." 

In reply to my question during the 
same interview jn Julv, 1979 as to 
what he thought of the accusation 
that he had often gone off at a tan- 
gent, Jayaprakash said: “Going off 
at a tangent would suggest that do- 
ing something which is completely 
different from what one had been 
doing before or trying to achieve. In 
my case it is not going off at a tan- 
gent but making various kinds af 
experiments. When one did not suc 
ceed T tried to find something better 
which could answer the needs of the 
situation. Because of frequent breaks 
in the journey due to either mv 
health or imprisonment or something 
else there has not been a continuous 
thread, But I have never felt that 
I am going off at a tangent. I am 
pursuing something which is a fixed 
and. worthwhile objective; and if one 
path to ıt ends up nowhere, then 
another path has to be found". This 
evidently overlooked the point that a 
claim ‘could not be substituted for 
logical exposition. It would therefore 
be necessary to go into his long and 
cumplex political life to find a satis- 
factory answer. 


HE concept of democratic 
socialism, unlike 
munism, appeared rather 
late on the Indian politi- 


cal scene. Consequent 
upon fhe failure of the 1932 civil 
disobedience movement, a sizable 


section of Congressmen looked ask. 
ance at Gandhi's.leadership, convinc 
ed that he had left them in the 
lurch, If some Congressmen were 
eager tor some form of constitutional 
politics, some others, numerically 
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Asoka Mehta and S. M. ahan, 

Narendra Deva and Jayaprakash te 

Indian socialist movement’s two c 3 

firmed Marxists. In a manner ^ p 
speaking, Nasik Road, Central Phisog 

where they had been lodged afte; ч 
their arrest for participation in the А 
civil disobedience movement, was the x 
birth-place of the Congress Socialist i 
Party (CSP). In this Jayaprakash act. | 
ed the part of a midwife, The CSP | 
was formally established as a grou 
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within the Congress іп 1934 with ^ Ё 
Jayaprakash as its secretary. | ve 
It is during his stay іп the USA . Ж 


that JP took to communism, The 
Marxist Jayaprakash was "persuaded" | 3 
by M. N. Hoy's “writings of ‘those | 
days ... to believe that Gandhiji was | 
against the social revolution and 
would at a moment of crisis hasten | 
to uphold the system of exploitation 
and inequality". On his return to f 
India in November 1929 Jayaprakash | Ü 
met Jawaharlal Nehru at Sabarmat | 
Ashram, Common interests formed à 
bond between the two теп and 
Nehru invited him to join the AICC 
(All India Congress Committee) | 
Labour Research Department as its | 
secretary. He accepted the offer. For 
two months in 1930 he also worked | 
as private secertary to G. D. Birla, | 
the Marwari businessman who had | 
shot into prominence as one of Gam. 
dhi’s hosts. ‘wo things that marked | 
him out were, on the one hand, his. 
affectionate relationship with Nehru | 
and dislike'of Gandhi and, on the | 
other, complete disillusionment with — 
the Moscow-oriented communist g 
movement, in this case the Commu- 7 
nist Party of India (CPI). | 
He gave a wide berth to the CPI 
as it dissociated jtself from the mall 
stream of the nationalist struggle 
His argument was that “the commu” 
nists in India were only following, 9 
course, the -policy laid down by tit 
Third Communist International p 
which by then had come completed 
under the leadership of Stalin. The 
patently mistaken policy that tne 
Comintern had been following sinte 
1928 and which had resulted in t? » 
division of the labour and the sod | i 
| 


list movements throughout the WO 


and in the isolation of the comm» 
nists trom the national тоуелд 
in all the colonial countries, appe? | 
ed to me, as indeed it was later 25 _ 
knowledged to be, contrary to. ay 
ist theory generally and specific" | 
to the famous colonial policy еп, 
ciated by Lenin. “My differences W. 

the CPI thus marked the begins - 
of my ideological alienation 4105) — - 
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Soviet Russia itself, which to me 
was till then the paragon and exem- 
vlar of all communist virtues 1 
naturally kept away from the CPI 
and joined the ranks of the soldiers 
of freedom”. ч 

It was generally recognised at that 
time that Jayaprakash was the mov- 
ing spirit behind the Party’s emblaz- 
oning “Marxism” on its banner. Car- 
ried away as he was by his idealistic 
faith in Marxism, he failed to take 
cognisance of the basic contradic- 
tions in his approach to the question 
either of unity with the CPI or о 
relations with the Congress. ИБН 
ting the policy and programme EM 
CSP should adhere to, Jayaprakas 
said: “The immediate task 1S to de- 
velop the national movement into a 
real anti-imperialist movement aim- 
ing at freedom from the foreign 
power and the native system of ex- 
ploitation. For that it 1s necessary to 
wean the antiimperialist elements 1m 
the Congress away from its bourgeois 
leadership and to bring them under 
the leadership of revolutionary socia- 
lism ... The partys own programme 
must be Marxist, otherwise it will 
fail €o fulfil its task and leadership. 
Marxism alone can guide the anti- 
imperialist forces to their ultimate 
destiny. Party members must, there 
fore, fully understand the technique 
of revolution, the theory and prac 
tice of class struggle, the nature ot 
the State and processes leading to 
WV socialist society.” 
| Since Subhas Chandra Bose апа 
Wi Jawaharlal Nehru were at that time 
ЗГ generally looked upon as the most 

^£ devoted champions of "leftism" ш 
the Congress, an appraisal of thelr 
attitude toward the socialists would 
be in order here. Not long after the 
formation of the CSP Subhas Bose 
tated that “though the Congress 
ocialist Party has, in some respects, 
been barking back to the ideas ana 
| shibboleths that were popular forty 
or fifty years ago, it does stand for 
. . а radical tendency in the nationalist 
= movement and the formation of such 
a party is a very hopeful feature of 
the times", 

This was not greatly comforting 
to the socialists, nor did they have 
_ reason to appreciate Subhas's com- 
ments on the observation Nehru had 
made on December 18, 1933: “I do 
believe that fundamentally the choice 
before the world today is one bet- 
ween some form of communism and 
Some form of fascism, and am all for 


Prompted Subhas to say that “the 
view ... IS ... fundamentally wrong. 
Unless we are at the end of the pro- 
cess of evolution or unless we deny 
evolution altogether, there is no rea- 
son to hold that our choice is restric- 
ted to two alternatives Consider- 
ing everyhing, one is inclined to hold 
that the next phase in world-history 
will produce a synthesis between 
E communism and fascism. And will it 
e be a surprise if that synthesis м 
E produced in India?" . 

E - Jayaprakash’s attitude toward 
3 Gandhi cnanged distinctly well betore 
= tae Gaudhi-Subhas conflict came to a 
head. ‘The defence of his neutral 
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;andhi-Subhas dispute 
stand on ihe Congress was that 
since "a grave situation has arisen 
‘threatening Congress unity, "no 
effort should be spared to maintain 
that unity”. And he assured “Ма- 
hatma Gandhi of the fullest support 
of tne Party, in maintaining this 
unity”. _ Kefuting the accusation thal 
the CSP had surrendered to Gandhi, 
Jayaprakash said that "the effective 
leadership of the Congress is in the 
hands of Gandhiji ... If a national 
struggle as opposed to a sectional, 
factional or partial, can be launched 
by Mahatma Gandhi alone, it is sw- 
cidal to fight him. It is necessary to 
lend him our fullest support". In 
this it would be hard to detect- even 
a faint trace of the acerbic anti- 
Gandhi idiom that until recently had 
been an inseparable item of Jaya- 
prakash's ideological baggage. Yes 
terday’s crusading “Marxist” had 
already come quite close to someont 
he once called “a bourgeois refor 
mist”. The change in his thinking 
could be traced to a combination ot 
factors — his growing  disenchant- 
ment with Marxism; opposition from 
his non-Marxist colleagues in the 
Party; Nehru’s influence and, last 
but not the least, Prabhavati, who 
was both a friend of Nehru’s wite 
Kamala and a devout Gandhian. 

If the socialist movement spent the 
pre-Independence years in persistent 
endeavours to get itself simultane- 
ously accepted as a Marxist critic of 
the Communist Party and a radicat 
challenge to the Congress, its efforts 
since Independence were to project 
itself both as the Party of socialism 
with an Indian face and as a viable 
alternative to the Congress. Jaya- 
prakash had already started casting 
himself in the Gandhian mould. Not- 
withstanding his, reference to Mar- 
xism, he made it clear at the 1949 
Patna conference of the Party. that 
*when I talk about the principles 
Gandhiji stood for, his teaching and 
‘practice and the lessons these have 
for the socialist movement, I am 
quite serious". He did not consider 
this incompatible with his eagerness 
to render all assistance, from clades- 
tine arms procurement to collection 
of money, to the  Party-sponsored 
ant-Razakar armed resistance move- 
ment in the then Nizam's Hyderabad. 
He also gave unreserved support, in 
terms of weapons as well as money, 
to the Nepali Congressled 1950-51 
armed struggle against Rana  auto- 
cracy. And he defended this in the 
name of Gandhi. 

By the time the Socialst Party 
and the Kisan Mazdoor Praja 
Party (KMPP) merged, in 1953 to 


form the Praja Socialist Party (PSP 

(a section of the Subhasist Re 
Bloc joined it subsequently) sharp 
differences of opinion between Jaya- 
prakash and Lohia had surfaced. 
They differed on a wide range of 
issues — the Partys ideological 
foundation, relation with Vinoba 
Bhave’s Bhoodan movement (with 
which Jayaprakash had already iden- 
tified himself) and the attitude to- 
ward Nehru, If Jayaprakash brus- 
quely dismissed I.ohia’s opposition to: 
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his talks with Nehru, in early 195 
in order to explore the possibilities 
of Congress-PSP cooperation at both 
Party and Government levels, he als 
emphasised that Vinoba had picker 
up the threads where Gandhi n 
left them. The announcement of hi 
“final break with Marxism” in 1959 
was soon followed by his decision 
"to give up politics" in late 1953, Of 
course he retained his formal 


е mem- 
bership of the PSP until the intra 
Party conflict split it down the 


middle, compelling Lohia to establish 
his own Socialist Party in ear} 
January 1956. y 

Jayaprakash plunged himself into 
the Bhoodan-Sarvodaya movement, be- 
ing convinced that “the philosophy of 
Bhoodan ... the noblest of ideas . 
is the first step toward a total reyo: 
lution — social, political and econo. 
mic". He had also come to believe 
that "the Party system ... was seek. 
ing to reduce the people to the posi. 
tion of sheep ... the Parties ... rule 
in the name of the people and create 
the illusion of democracy and selt- 
government ... For my part, it is not 
the Party system that is the main 
culprit, but parliamentary democracy 
itself, which gives rise to it". 

The emphasis was on Lokaneeti 
(politics of the people) as opposed to 
Rajaneeti (politics of Party and pow- 
е1), on Lokashakti ple’s power) 
as distinct from Rajeshekta (State 
power). Їп all this the guiding spirit 
was Gandhi who, in the words of 
Jayaprakash, “did not take power 
into his own hands, which was a very 
extraordinary thing for a leader to 
do. After every successful revolu- 
tion, the leader takes power into his 
hands. Washington became the first 
US President, Lenin became the 
first Prime Minister of Soviet Russia. 
But Gandhiji neither became the 
first President nor the first Prime 
Minister of Free India. Why? Be- 
cause he was thinking of grassroots 
democracy, of going ‘to the people 
and showing them how to run their 
affairs themselves". 


ETWEEN then and June 

25, 1975 some 30 years 

had rolled by, On the 

following morning India 

woke up. to be told by 

Mrs Gandhi that democracy 

had been put in the deep- 

freeze in order to foil “ап attempt by 

Fascist forces to subvert the demo- 

cratic system”. And she.had no use 

for euphemism when it came t0 

identifying the source that gave SaP 

to the evil forces — Jayaprakas 

Narayan. · That doubtless was one 9 
life's great ironies. POE 

The forces of authoritarianism had 

seemingly been made to bite the dust 


and the Janata Party was installed Ш | 
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Desai as Prime Minister, thanks once 3 


again to Jayaprakash. We can 
pend on him to testify to this. 


his own words, “I helped them to- 


come to power because I had hoped 
they would yet write a new 
of India's history”. But 5 
Desai did not particularly care 19 
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took umbrage at Jayaprakash's criti- 
cism of the Government, he also 
insisted on rubbing the point in that 
it was his job to determine how the 
show should be managed. 

That was not all „Lest anyon 
should get ideas into №5 head Pine 
Minister Desai made it clearly under- 
stood, particularly when infighting 
had almost made the Janata Party a 
caricature of itself, that “Јауарга- 
kash Narayan is not the arbiter in 
Party affairs". For that matter, Pre- 
mier Desai emphasised, “Mr Narayan 
may tell many things, but that does 
not mean I am going to accept 
them”. Maybe that was why Prime 
Minister Desai, in reply to my re 
quest last July for his assessment of 
Jayaprakash's role in rescuing India 
from authoritarianism said : "I do 
not think it is a task which I can 
perform. 1 is not fair to assess a 
living personality and measure it 
because it can lead to all kinds of 
interpretations which are never 
meant. I therefore refrain from do- 
ing it. And that's why I am sorry 
l can't give you any assessment 
about it beyond saying that he did 
perform a significant part in that 
movement, Beyond that I won't say 
anything." The conclusion may not 
be wide off the mark that Jayapra- 
kash, who had been branded as a 
rebel by both the colonial and the 
indigenous rulers, had also become a 
thorn in the flesh of the men (one 
of the notable exceptions being the 


Janata Party president Chandra- 
shekhar) whom he had lent a helping 
hand to climb up the ladder of 
power. 


According to Jayaprakash, he “had 
always believed that Mrs Gandhi had 
no faith in democracy, that she was 
by inclination and conviction a dicta- 
tor”. If this is taken at its face value 
the question naturally would arise : 
What did he do to meet the situation? 


Even as late as December 1975 
Jayaprakash stated in the course of 
his inaugural address to the All India 
Radical Humanist Conference in Cal- 
cutta that “Party democracy, that is, 
democracy based on and manipulated 
by political Parties is a most unsatis- 
factory and defective system of 
democracy. The people, by апа 
large, are fed up with all political 
parties and the present form and 
practice of democracy.” Five months 
later he said, on June 5, 1974, that 
“the Bihar movement was no longer 
a students! movement restricted to 
the 12 original demands plus the few 
others that had been added since 
18th March ... but. that the move- 
ment's or struggle's ultimate aims 
were nothing less than total revolu- 
tion.” Before another five months 
passed he stated on November 5, 
1974 that the Bihar movement was 
no longer “between the people of 
Bihar and the Gafoor Ministry but 
between the people of India and the 
Prime Minister.” In between he had 
come to the conclusion that “if the 
(Bihar) movement had been confined 
to the Sarvodaya workers alone and 
Ks principle was to keep away all 
political Parties including the ruling 
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Party, it would have been possible to 
keep them away. But, then, there 
would have been no people's move 
ment.” Raising the question, “is the 
involvement of the political Parties 
in a Bihar-type people's movement an 
unmixed evil?" he said: “My un- 
hesitating answer is No. Its first 
result, too obvious to be argued is 


that it lends strength to the move- 
ment." 


‚ lt Jayaprakash had reasons to be- 
lieve that democracy had all along 
been an anathema to Indira Gandhi 
(an entry dated July 22, 1975 in his 
Prison Diary would confirm this), he 
also recorded (entry dated August 28, 
1975) that "from all that she has 
been doing since 1971 at least, it ap- 
pears that she is afraid of demo- 
cracy because then she is not sure 
if she would remain in power." But 
why was he hesitant to speak out 
against Mrs Gandhi before 1974? 
First, he had not yet ruled out the 
possibility of achieving “а politics 
of consensus" that might facilitate 
certain radical socio-political changes 
without damaging the basic democra- 
tic structure. Also, he still believed 
that . “whatever might be Mrs 
Gandhi's personal inclination, it would 
not be possible for her to become a 
dictator ... that the people would not 
allow it and she would have no 
courage to go ahead ... that the Con- 
gress Party ... would not let that 
happen." Then, although he realised 
that the Bhoodan-Sarvodaya  move- 
ment, with which he had completely 
identified himself, was not the ins- 
trument that could serve his purpose. 
he had still to make up his mind 
to abandon it. Thirdly, he was in 
search of an instrument that could 
meet the challenge of the Indira 
regime. In the given context he sett- 
led on a course of limited struggle- 
compromise- concession- consolidation 
and the same process all over again 
until he was able to muster the 
“leadership and organization ... neces- 
sary to bring out of the revolutionary 
situation a revolutionary movement” 
which could “complete the revolution 
that Gandhiji’s assassination had 
abruptly left unfinished,” that is, the 
unfinished tasks of the bourgeois 
democratic revolution. And this was 
absolutely necessary (it might have 
been his argument) in order to 
realise the objective of “total revolu- 
tion" — “revolution in every sphere 
and aspect of society” and thus pave 
the way for the establishment of “a 
casteless and classless” society. 
Fourthly, there were his personal 
relations with the Nehru family. It 
is well known that he had enjoyed 
a special rapport with Nehru, even 
though he opposed ‘he latter on 
many issues. As Jayaprakash put it 
some days after Indira Gandhi's 
meeting with him in August 1977, “I 
always regarded Panditji (Nehru) as 
my brother and he also treated me 
like that. My wife Prabhavati re- 
garded Kamala Nehru as her closest 
friend. We always treated Mrs 
Indira Gandhi as our daughter and 
that relationship exists even now” 
Indeed it was inconceivable that 
Prabhavati would be happy to see 
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Jayaprakash апда Kamala’s only 
daughter Indira locked together in a 
mortal combat. 

„Ве that as it may, it did. not take 
him long to realise that the 
Janata Party with which he had 
identified himself was not the instru- 
ment that could be depended upon 
to realise even a minimum of the 
much needed basic changes 
in. society, not to speak of 
the concept of “total revolution”. 
Much to his regret, he found out 
that it was not commitment to an 
ideology but a combination of other 
factors, such as personal prejudices, 
caste and personality equations, that 
determined the Janata Government’s 
approach to men aud events. And he 
did not elect to be silent about it. 

It is certainly not an easy job to 
knit the various threads of JP’s life 
into a picture that can shine in all 
its hues and colours. But the foun- 
dation of his life was his sincerity; he 
meant it when he said that “a fire 
has been continuously burning in 
my heart. I have always felt a great 
urge to change the present society 
which is based on injustice and ex- 
ploitation. We will have to build up 
a new society where there would be 
equality and fullest freedom." 

The hard-core of his philosophy 
remained constant — to create a 
society where man would be the 
measure of everything, where the 
right to dissent and to protest, if 
necessary to raise the standard ot 
revolt against oppression and injus- 
tice would not send a man to jail. j 
He was not an escapist, whatever(A 
else he might have been. If he stay- Y 
ed away from Raj it was be- A 
cause he realised early enough the % 
limitations of State power. How- 
ever. he was aware that even Gan- 
dhi's *own high authority", as Louis 
Fischer succinctly put it, “was no 
match for the power of a Govern- 
ment born of his efforts and whose 
members touched his feet in ober 


sance". That is why his em- 
phasis was оп building ~ up 
mass power which alone could 
compel State power to act in 


the right direction. He was convinced 
that the build-up and exercise of mass 
power became necessary whether for 
abolishing laws and institutions that 
would refuse to respond to the legiti- 
mate grievances of the people, for 
changing what was felt to be an im- 
moral law (even if that law enjoyed 
the authorities’ sanction), or for imple- 
menting declared programmes of the 
Government. More important, mass 
power was necessary to initiate basic 
changes in society. This could not be 
accomplished alone on the basis of 
politics of Party and power. For this 
politics of the people would have to 
be cultivated. He firmly believed that 
"the people cannot move unless there 
is a catalytic agent and this catalytic 
agent isthe selfless servant who goes 
to the people, not for any reward or 
return not with the idea that the peo- 
ple will vote for him, but to create. 
revolution in the minds and hearts of 
the people". That was precisely what 
he kept on doing even as his Ше was 
fast ebbing away. 
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Wonderful that anything so useful can look so good! 


A touch of glamour. A look 
of class. In a choice of sets 
and designs to suit your taste. 


Chrysal is the name for 
beauty and utility in your home. 
We call it beautility ware. And it 
comes in a choice of 
combinations—you can proudly 
Own one or more sets and keep 
building up your collection. 
Because once you own a set, 
you'll want to buy more. 


Chrysal is styled with several 
coats of decorative inks to keep 
it looking good.as new for years. 


Chrysal is made from material 
specially selected for optimum 
thickness and temper so that each 
container, from the smallest to 
the largest, is built stronger to 
last longer. 

Chrysal containers come in 
sizes to suit your needs : 1 kg, 

2 kg, 5 kg and 10 kg. In addition, 
there are: smart little spice cans, 
plus an attractive refreshment 
tray and cork-backed table mats 
to match. 

Chrysal sets come complete 
with matching shelf-stickers and 
self-adhesive labels for your 
containers. 

Chrysal is white-coated 
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AYAPRAKASH NARA- 
YAN devoted nearly 90 
of his 77 years to the 
service of the nation and 
endeavoured to promote 

` the cause of the poor and the down- 

trodden. The first 18 of these 50 
years he spent in the Congress, fight- 
ing for Independence and at the 
same time trying to turn it into а 
Party for socialist transformation of 
the country. During the last five 
vears of his life he was the most 
powerful enemy of the Congress, as 
led by Indira Gandhi. He succeeded 
in bringing down her dictatorial and 
cruel regime, thus making the Con- 
gress lose the monopoly of power it 
had enjoyed since Independence. 


This was the most significant 
achievement of his long political 
career. 


The instrument he forged for thts 
was the Janata Party. Whether as а 
Congressman or as a Congress social- 
ist or, after Independence, as a plain 
Socialist outside the Congress, he 
never made a mark as à Party 
organiser. Those were his younger 
__ days, and he was physically fit to do 
- hard work and move up and down 

ne 
ед. 


о reason that, even if his health had 
mot failed him, he would not have 
been able to hammer out of the 
Janata’s five disparate constituents 
а solidly united Party working for a 
set goal. 

-= Because of grave illness, he could 
mot even make the attempt. He was 
iling when he was arrested by 
dira Gandhi in June 1975 even 
before the country had known that 
she had imposed on the country a 
econd Emergency on top of the one 
that had been in force since Decent 
ber 1971. In detention his health 
oke down completely. He develop- 
kidney trouble from which he 


jously ill, he exerted himself and 
s able to bring the five Janata 
= constituents оп a platform to give 
ight to the Congress in 1977. His 
ealth deteriorated further. Over a 
long period he hovered between life 
Bnd death. In March this year the 
rumour spread that he was dead. 
Parliament made a fool of itself by 

passing a condolence resolution on - 
| the basis of this rumour. 


There were conflicts within the 
Janata even when the Party was for- 
mally inaugurated at 
Gandhi's samadhi in 1977. 


were partially patched up. The end 
of the Janata, as JP had forged it, 
=a came inJuly79.. The political edifice 
` pe had built “їп his old age crashed, 
3 and this at a time when Indira 
Gandhi was again on the scene, bid- 
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flared up publicly in June 1978 but ` 
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JJP the politician - 


Unlike so many others he showed 


i - а return to power. What 
E s greater mortification for 
him than that a section of the 
Janata, out to capture power, collud- 
ed with her to break the Party and 
{ts Government? His death may have 
been hastened by this turn of events. 

JP himselt had a wholesome dis- 
like for office and parliamentary life. 
He never chose to become a legisla- 
tor or a Minister. In this he was so 
different from the general run of 
Congressmen and leaders and, as 
events later showed, many of his 
one-time Socialist colleagues and 
followers. By 1936, when he was 54. 
he had acquired such fame asa 
political worker that Jawaharlal 
Nehru included him in his working 
committee. The year before the 
British Parliament had passed the 
Government of India Act, providing 
for provincial autonomy. In 1937 the 
Congress formed Governments in 
several provinces. If JP had se 
desired, he could easily have become 
a legislator and a Minister in Bihar 
or UP. He not only kept himself 
aloof from legislatures and Minis- 
tries. but also clashed with Mahatma 
Gandhi and Nehru on the issue of 
acceptance of office. In the years 
after the first general election, 
Nehru tried to draft him into his 
Government, but JP spurned his 
offers. He proposed a 14-point pro- 
gramme which Nehru was not in a 
position to accept. Even if the pro- 
gramme had been accepted, it is 
doubtful if JP would have joined the 
Government. 

JP was by then under the pressure 
of the Bhoodan movement which 
Vinoba Bhave, the 'nakal Gandhi’, 
had begun in Telengana, and the 
Congress had begun beating Bhave's 
drum. The Socialists, JP included, 
had exaggerated ideas of their hold 
on the people. especially in UP and 
Bihar. They believed that they were 
а match for the Congress. The 
General Election of 1952 shattered 
their illusion. In the Lok Sabha 
election the Socialists put up 295 
candidates among whom no more 
than 12 won. Its future mate, the 
KMPP, won even less—10 seats. On 
the other hand, the Congress got no 
fewer than 363 seats. Even the Com- 
munists, then hated by nationalist 
opinion because of their opposition 
to the Quit India movement of 1942 
and their collaboration with the 
British during the war after Hitler's 
invasion of the Soviet Union, did 
better. With 70 candidates in the 


field, they won 27 seats, five more, 


than the combined strength of the 
Socialist Party and the KMPP. In 
the assemblies also, even in Bihar 
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no appetite for power 


By RANAJIT ROY 


and UP, these two Parties fared 
very poorly. Neither the Socialist 
Party nor Ше KMPP ever got over 
this shock, not even after jointly 
forming the PSP. 
@|EHRU, more than any 
Mij other senior Congress 


|| leader, 


had before In. 
| dependence propagated 
the need for land re. 


forms. In power he was face to face 
with the truth that his Party itself 
was the biggest stumbling block to 
these reforms. He did not fight it 
out with his reactionary opponents 
in this vital sphere, as in so many 
other fields, but yielded to them, 
The reforms were stalled. In the 
late Sixties, a Planning Commission 
team recorded that “lack of political 
will” stood in the way of these re- 
forms. This lack of will was a 
legacy of Nehru’s days. About the 
time of Independence the Commun- 
ists began a movement to force land 
reforms which caught the imagina- 
tion of the poor and the landless on 


a wide scale in Telengana in Andhra. 


Landlords, backed by governmental 


power, marshalled their forces to 
frustrate this movement. Clashes 
occurred at many places. In the 


name of restoration of law and order 
the Government let loose a reign of 
terror on the Communists and people 
hungry for land. The movement was 
crushed. 

At this stage the old frame of 
Vinoba Bhave with his slogan of 
bhoodan (gift of land) appeared on 
the scene. Since the Congress would 


not carry out the promised reforms, . 


an illusion had to be created that 
the avaricious landlords could be 
made to undergo a change of heart 
and give land to those who did not 
have it. JP, shocked by the failure 
of his Party in the General Election, 
now began seeing in bhoodan the 
"revolution beautiful" By 1954 he 
had fallen so much under the spell 
of the bhoodan movement that he 
decided to devote himself entirely 10 
it and quit politics altogether. П 
course of time, bhoodan spawne 
gramdan, shramdan, 
It is now beyond dispute that em 
bhoodan movement was à colossa' 
failure, It was indeed a hoax perpe 
trated on the country. d 
There came a time when Bhave am 
JP quarrelled, and quarrelled р 
licly. The quarrel took the shape О 
Bhave's opposition to JP's frequen 
forays into politics. JP, essentially 2 
political being, could not ignore th 

effect of political activities of 

conventional Parties, particularly 
the Congress under Indira: 
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By 1974, the breach between JP and 
Bhave over the formers antt- 
Government agitation in Gujarat and 
Bihar became unbridgeable. JP way 
back in politics with a vengeance 
against Indira Gandhi and the Con- 
gress while Bhave, sitting in the 
comfortable Paunar Ashram, con- 
finued to back obscurantist causes. 
Bhave is now propping up Indira 
Gandhi and all she stands for. JP's 
two decades with Bhave were a total 
waste. Indeed, the objective out- 
come of  bhoodan was reactionary. 
It enabled the Congress, as a Govern. 
ment, to ignore responsibility for 
honouring its promise in so vital a 
sphere. More, it gave the Congres; 
a weapon with which to assail the 
radical forces which continued to 
agitate and mobilise the masses for 
land reforms. 

JP was drawn to Marxism while 
he was a student in the United 
States, but he never became a full- 
fiedged communist himself. Back in 
India in 1929, he joined the Congress 
as secretary to its labour research 
department at Jawaharlal Nehru's 
request. During the civil disobedi- 
ence movement, he, along with 
several others who became promi- 
‘nent as socialist leaders in the years 
to come, was in the Nasik jail. There, 
in 1932, the idea of forming a social- 


ist bloc within the Congress was 
mooted. Such a bloc, named the 
Congress Socialist Party, was for- 


mally inaugurated in 1934. The CSP, 
with JP as its leader, and Nehru 
made great contributions to popu- 
larising socialist ideals. The com- 
munists were then a tiny group try- 
ing to organise small pockets. of 
resistanoe among labour, peasants 
and students outside the pale of the 
Congress which they characterised as 
a bourgeois reactionary Party which 
had to be fought. This policy under- 
went а change in 1935 when the 
communists began campaigning for 
a national front. JP was now pre- 
pared for cooperation with the com- 
munists and invited them to join the 
CSP individually, which many did. 


The war-that began in 1939 brought. 


this cooperation to an end. Almost 
the entire CSP group south of the 
Vindhyas walked over to the CPI. 

Even though he had done so much 
to popularise socialism during the 
Thirties and the Forties, during his 
involyement with Bhoodan, there was 
not much evidence of it іп his 
speeches and writings. In 1974, to 
fight the Congress in general and 
Indira Gandhi іп particular, he 
sought to forge an instrument more 
or less like the Congress itself and 
not a socialist organisation. Once 
the limited objective of ousting the 
Congress and Indira Gandhi from 
power was achieved, the instrument 
began disintegrating. 

JP's fight against the Congress was 
occasioned not only by Indira 
Gandhi's dictatorial methods but also 
by the extent of corruption that had 
come to exist in the administration 
and the country under the Congress. 
As early as 1952, he had said that [n 
the administration the British had 
"maintained a certain high standard 
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of honesty and integrity which are 
absent, generally speaking, in the 
Congress administration” This Was 
an attack on Nehru. At any rate, 
Nehru thought as much. He replied 
by saying that if JP’s accusation Was 
even partly true, “then surely I am 
the guilty party because I am more 
responsible than anyone else for the 
Government’s activities during these 
our years.” Nehru was of course 
personally honest, but it was under 
hím that corruption on an increasing 
Scale became a feature of the ad- 
ministration. Under his daughter, 
corruption not only engulfed the ad- 
ministration but entered the vitals of 
her family, too. Sanjay Gandhi is 
the product. JP sought to fight cor- 
ruption with forces more ог less 
analogous to the Congress, politically 
and socially, and that too within the 
parameters of parliamentary politics 
as defined by the Congress. Being in 
bhoodan he had lost the urge to 
break the system the British. had 
built in this country and which had 
been ramified and strengthened over 
three decades under the Congress. 


P became a legend dur- 

ing the Quit India move- 

ment in 1942. When it 

began he was in the 

Hazaribagh jail as a 
detenu. The Congress Working Com- 
mittee passed the Quit India rssolution 
and Mahatma Gandhi gave the call to 
“do or die." The Committee members 
thereafter quietly walked into jail 
without giving any concrete directive 
as to what the people should do. 
There was an outburst of mass anger 
following the arrest of the leaders, 
and violente broke out in several 
provinces. . The Government  sup- 
pressed the outburst with even. 
greater violence. : 

By November that year the agita- 
tion had petered out. There had 
been no one. to give it direction 
and people acted on their own voli- 
tion. On November 8 JP with a few 
of his comrades, escaped from prison. 
They tried to revive the movement. 
It was by way of reference to his 
activities during this. period that he 
said “non-violence 15 not my creed. 
Ideological leadership of the move- 
ment at the stage was provided by 
JP whose letters from hiding found 


their way to the people occasionally. . 


But it was too late for a massive all- 
India movement, violent or non- 
violent, to be organised by a few 
daredevil leaders from underground. 
For whatever he could do until his 
arrest in Lahore in September 1943, 
he became the hero of the move- 
ment. He was pained beyond mea- 
sure when, in 1944, Mahatma Gandhi 
disowned the movement and some 
Congressmen called those who had 
secretly led it “enemies of India's 
freedom." Curiously, at the same 
time, the Congress leaders did not 
fail to make political capital for their 


` Party of the activities of JP and his 


comrades during this movement. 
These very Congress leaders had 
hounded Subhas Chandra Bose out 
of the Congress for his crime of un- 
equivocal opposition 


to the federal. 


scheme under the Government of 
of India Act, 1935, and denounced 
the activities of his Indian National 
Army while the war was on. If I 
remember right, some Congress 
leaders declared that if Bose entered 
Assam at the head of the Japanese 
army they would fight him with 
guns—obviously at the head of the 
British army. Once the war was 
over and the British began talks 
with Congress leaders for transfer of 
power, the Congress leaders took u 
the cause of the INA prisoners as if 
the INA was their own creation. No 
one, not even Bose’s Forward Bloc, 
could make political capital of the 
INA. The Congress alone did. 
Having been installed in power as 
a result of a compromise with the 
British. the Congress had no need for 
the Leftists any more, not even the 
Congress socialists. The socialists had. 
become too critical of the Congress 
leadership for it to suffer. Early in 
1948 Vallabhbhai Patel issued a pub- 
lic warning to the CSP to either 
accept Congress discipline, which 
meant acceptance of whatever the 
leadership did, or get out of the Con- 
gress. The formal parting of wavs 
came in April 1948 when the CSP 
became an entity outside the Con- 
gress and named itself the Socialist 
Party. The communists had heen 
driven out of the Congress in Decem- 
ber 1946. This was supposed to be 
the punishment given to them by the 
Congress for their activities during 
the war. With the ouster of the 7, 
CSP no solid Left bloc existed in the 8 
Congress. Nehru notwithstanding, 
the Party fell wholly into the grip. 
of the Rightists with Patel at their 
head. It was at this stage that JP 
called Congressmen “carpetbaggers”. 
and the Congress “the Kuomintang 
of India.” $ 
One undisputed fact of JP's life 
was his concern for the economically 
and socially exploited and depressed. 
He was a pilgrim in search of a way 
to achieve his objective. He moved 
from one path to another. For nearly 
two decades he thought he had found 
a way outside the realm of Party 
activity. This was his bhoodan 
phase. . Even there he developed 
doubts -pretty early. He gave the call 
for a Partyless demucracy, a demo- 
cracy of good, incorruptible people. 
Nothing produced the result he was 
looking for. In an atmosphere stink- 
ing with corruption and debaserhent 
of values, he kept himself free of 
such contamination. He thus acquir- 
ed the. moral right to give a call for 
a fight against corruption in the Con- 
gress and the administration it ran. 
The instruments he could lay his 
hands on were unfortunately not all 
pure. 
His name will be invoked in future 
by diverse people for diverse and 
palpably contradictory purposes, just 
as Mahatma Gandhi's name is. When 
Indira Gandhi touched the feet of 
JP lying in state in Patna, was she | 
praying to be forgiven by him : 
the crime she had committed by i 
prisoning him in 1975 or was she 
merely making a public show 
the coming election in view? 
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first heard the Loknayak's 

name in 1942. “But I met 

him only in 1949 when 
Belhat uu his tour of 


spired by JP's. personality. 1 de 
to join the ose po 
mained a member € 
nine eps Durme Шр period 
organised many me 

a did not get to know each other. 
I was shy, and I never made an 
attempt to introduce. myself. When 


JP with (left to right) T. Abraham, 
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JP's nearest. 
and dearest 


Bhoodan movement, 
In 1953-54 when JP 
‘donated’ his life (jivandan) to the 
Sarvodaya movement I decided to 
become an active worker. My first 
role was that of a journalist. Dhiren- 
dra Majumdar and Dada Dharmadhi- 
kari had started a weekly called 
Bhoodan Yagya. I was appointed as 
an Assistant Editor and I began to 
live in Patna. Here, though I did 


JP turned to the 
I did likewise. 


Sachidanand and Janaki 


JeWNy v 
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They feel orphaned today 


By ARUN RANJAN 


meet JP a few times on official work 
we were yet to get close, 
finally happened in Gaya district 
Since then, 1956, I developed strong 
ties with him. In 1957 he had asked 
me to join him as his personal secre, 
tary. When I made myself available 
he said that for the time being. 
another person had been appointed * 
and he would call me later. He told 


me that in the meantime I coul 
work in the Sarvodaya Mandal in 
Patna. I did exactly this, At that 


time, the Sarvodaya Mandal’s ойс 
was situated where the Bhoodan 
Yagya Samiti is now housed. I would 
meet JP frequently, and receive in. 
structions from him. After some 
time the Sarvodaya Mandal was dis. 
solved. In its place, the Sarvodaya 
Prakashan Samiti was set up under 
JP's chairmanship. It was decided to 
bring out a weekly called Gramoday, 
I was made the Chief Editor. 

“For the next six or seven years 
this publication successfully propagat 
ed JP's thoughts and the ideals of 
the Sarvodaya movement, In 1969, 
JP asked me to join him as his per 
sonal secretary. Since then I haw 
remained in this post. At that time 
JP told me clearly that I would have 
to work as his “political secretary’. 
During the 1974 movement I played 
a crucial role in bringing the students 
close to JP. When JP was arrested 
in Delhi during the Emergency 1 Wa 
also arrested in Patna. The Govert 
ment knew that I had very close links 
with the students and this made my 
arrest necessary. Of course, 1 woul 
rarely go out of my office at Кайт, 
Kuan, From this office, I tried a 
direct the movement on JP's at 
1 am proud that during this movere al 
I played the role of a pol a 
secretary with all the strength ferl 
intelligence at my command. t to 
the Emergency I tried. my pee d 
bring together the different coms 
tuents of the Janata Party. ghe 
attempts in this direction шасе mis 
leaders ot various factions od j 
understand me. ‚ view aad to 
delicate physical condition I | 
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the Lok Sabha election 


“During | 
JP did not interfere іп any "go 


with the distribution of tickets qual 
was not interested in any Ш that 06 
getting the nomination. All Талай! 
wanted was the victory of thé тай. 
Party in the interests of emo ү 
and liberty. During the 
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¿of the leaders. I simply filled 
Y candidatüre form and 


was flown to Seattle for treatment. 
In his absence I encouraged and help- 
ed the Janata Party Candid 66. to the 
best of my ability. 

“Here I would like to mention that 
under the pressure of some friends 
and the requests of my family I had 
agreed to contest the Vidhan Sabha 
elections. My decision was influenc- 
ed by the desire to see such men in 
the Bihar State Legislature who could 
carry out JP's total revolution. After 
all, the dissolution of the Bihar 
Legislature was one of the slogans 
of the Bihar movement, Now a new 
Assembly was about to be established 
and it was necessary that it had men 
who could translate JP's ideas into 
actions, For these reasons I expect- 
ed that the Janata Party would let 
me contest from Patna or from my 
village but I did not approach any 
up a 
resumed that 
the Janata Party would surely accept 
my candidature. This did not happen. 
1 am not a member of any group and 
as such I do not enjoy the support 
of any group, The constituency I had 
in mind in Patna was eventually given 
to a Jana Sangh candidate and the 
rural seat I had in mind went to the 
BLD. Some friends advised me to con- 
test the elections from some constitu- 
ency as an independent. But I said 
that would not be the right thing to do. 
I must add here that I had sent a 
telegram to JP informing him of my 
decision to contest the elections and 
JP had gladly permitted me to go 
ahead, He also wished me all the 
best for the elections, Today I re- 
alise that it has been good both for 
me and for JP that I did not become 
a member of the Vidhan Sabha. When 
thé leaders ot the Janata Party saw 
that I did not get a ticket, many of 
them began to say that 1 would be 
made an MLC. I was however not in- 
terested. Later, a prominent mem- 
ber of the Bihar Janata Legislature 
Party mentioned before JP that he 
wanted me to join the legislature. I 
immediately retorted that I did not 
want to become a member of the 
Parishad, I suggested that loyal 
workers like Mr Ahat Fatmi should 
be inducted into the Parishad. But 
this leader did nothing in that direc- 
tion. I plan to devote the rest_of 
my life to the propagation of JP’s 
ideas." 


2 T. ABRAHAM 


R ABRAHAM, JP's me 
dical secretary who has 


stayed near ЈР all 
through the last few 
years, is short, wears 


| spectacles and is a straight-forward 


person. He lives in a small flat in 
Rajendranagar. In his words : “In 
December 1965 I came to Patna. 1 


went to sleep after dinner. Next 
morning the servant came with the 
tea; e sugar іп the tea was 


; exactly to my liking. Later I learnt 
| that after. dinner JP had enquired 
| from the 
| eaten the sweets. 
| that I did not have the sweets he 


servant whether I had 
When he was told 
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instructed the servant to put only a 
small amount of sugar in my tea 
next morning. This was something 
very small but it showed how JP 
cared for everyone around him. At 
Madras, some Sarvodaya workers ex- 
pressed disapproval of the terelene 
clothes I used to wear. I replied 
saying this was, my personal business. 
When JP heard about this he sup- 
ported me saying : ‘He is a hard 
working youth. I will not interfere 
in his personal life’. That very 
evening Т changed to khadi clothes." 

What are his plans for the future? 
He has served JP for the last 14 
years. He says : "I will return to 
Kerala after a fortnight. What will 
[ do реге after this — irrepairable 
oss? 


GULAB YADAV 


ULAB, 24, has been JP's 

personal attendant since 

March, 1971. Gulab's fa- 

ther, Girdhari Yadav, was 
L - a Sarvodaya worker who 
went to jail with JP during the 1942 
movement; he now lives in Baracha- 
tti in Bihar's. Gaya district and gets 
a freedom fighter's pension. Gulab 
first used to stay at the Samanyavay 
ashram at Bodhgaya. In Gulab’s own 
words: “Once, Didi (Prabhavati Devi) 
and Dada (JP) came to the ashram. 
They saw me there. My father was 
already well-known to them and 
when the Loknayak’s personal atten- 
dant Shiv Shankar. fell ill, Prabhavati 
ji sent word to the ashram to release 
me for a few days. The ashram’s 
director, Dwarka Bhai agreed, and 
on March 18. 1971. I reached Patna. 
Didi showed me what I had to do, 
how to look after him ... From her 
deathbed, Didi asked me never 
leave JP’s side. There was no ques 
tion of any salary. Whenever I went 
home Didi would give me some mon- 
ey, or sometimes send money to my 
parents I was not a servant. but a 
member of the family, Now Dada is 
also dead. I don't know what I will 
do. If the Charkha Samiti is made 
Into a memorial for JP, I might stay 
on if I am allowed to by these peo- 
ple. I would continue to serve JP. if 
this doesn't work out, I will be forc- 
ed to think about earning a living in 
some other way". 
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Gulab remembered his days with 
JP : "I would live on the first floor 
which JP occupied. JP loved me like 
his son. Once my father fell ill and 
the doctors ordered an operation. I 
asked JP for 15 days leave. JP told 
me to call my father over to Patna 
and promised to get everything done 
he wouldn't let me go away from 
him. He told me, ‘You are indispen- 
sable to me’. My father was operated 
upon in Patna and then sent home 
with him (JP). JP would take me al- 
ong everywhere. When JP travelled 
by plane, I would accompany him to 
the airport. He would share his food 
with me. I generally accompanied JP 
on all his rallies and processions.” 

Gulab showed me a watch which 
Prabhavatiji had given him six mon- 
ths after he came to Kadam  Kuan. 
Recently, JP had given him a transis- 
tor. Gulab's parents live in the village 
but his wife and children stayed with 
him in Patna. He has a baby . son, 
Manoj. However, before JP .réturned 
from Jaslok this year, he sent his 
wife and son to the village so that 
he could serve JP without distractlon. 
JP’s younger sister in fact repri- 
manded him lightly because he had 
sent away the child even before JP 
had seen him. 

The theft of JP's HMT wristwatch 
angered Gulab to no end. He said he 
had the keys to JP's room and the 
almirahs, but had decided to give 
them to Shivnath Babu, JP's brother- 
in-law. JP's personal effects, oil, soap 
and clothes were also lying with Gu- 
lab. ,Gulab’s personal trunk is also 
lying in JP's room. 


JANAKI 


ANAKI,  JP's adopte. 

daughter, is now marrie. 

to Kumar Prashant, one 

of the young men closest 

to JP during the move- 
ment. She comes from Patthorgarh on 
the Indo-Tibetan border. She first saw 
JP when working with Acharya Vino- 
ba Bhave, She says : “At that time I 
did not realise how great JP was. 
Later, during the Sarvodaya  move- 
ment in Saharsa district, five of us 
selected Radhopur village for our 
programme. On January 1, 1974, we 
invited JP to Radhopur. He spent a 
night with us in a small hut. I remin- 
ded JP that while escaping from Ne- 
pal he had taken refuge in 
Radhopur, and this was remembered 
by the people of Radhopur. I still re- 
call the open meeting which we orga- 
aised in Radhopur. 

“My mother had died some time 
ago. JP was almost like a mother in 
his affection and care. Once I had a 
dream—JP, Prabhavatiji and Y were 
climbing a mountain and Didi told 
me to take JP's hand in mine. I came 
really close to JP, and he gave me 
a lot of love. I don't know how to de- 
Scribe everything now. 

“During the 1974 movement we 
met again. JP loved songs and bha- 
jans. For this reason I would go to 
his meetings. When JP was sed _ 
during the Emergency I was in n 
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guests drop 


light tea-time bite— 


Britannia Marie. Keep a pack handy. 
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of wood floating on water, Prashant Bhai. In those days, the entire area not a political colleague. JP never 
(my husband), I and he had come was ravaged by floods. JP saw his thought on these lines. I don't know 
together to become a family. JP gor condition and acked Sarju Bhai to what will happen now". в 


The birthday. 
after death 


smiled when he heard that I had giv- 
en birth to Pyoli. 1 don't intend to 
stay in Patna anymore. All my acti- 
vitles were devoted to JP. When JP 
was alive. I would feel the rush for 
time; today, time has become impos- 
sible to spend". 
ACCORADS to the Hindu shlokas from. the lith chapter oi. 
calendar, JP's birthday falls the Gita. When JP was alive, 
on Vijayadashami. This year JP Shanti Jain would recie bhajans 
celebrated his birthday on that from the Gita and the Ram yana 
day, and many people prayed for for JP every evening. The 1- 
a long life for him. Exactly seven — ples of the Japanese guru, Fuji, 
days later, JP died, On October also joined in and prayed for the ` 
11, JP's birthday was again cele- peace of JP’s soul. E 
brated, this time in accordance Janaki, JP’s adopted daughter | 
with the Roman calendar. tried to sing Kabir's bhajans but 
On October 11, at 10.30 a.m. she was So overwhelmed wit. 
the Chatra Sangharsha Vahini grief that she co ; 
took out a silent procession, which gan to cry Aft 
ended with an oath at the Shahid one of JP's 
Samarak. The Vahini leaders did 
not permit outsiders to join the- hai bhikari". 
procession. The Vahini boys did ` again an 
.not participate in the celebrations — Kabir's < 1 а 
organised at JP's Kadam Kuan alpeli, sajan ke ghar jana ho, 
residence because bhajans and When she came t the last 
prayers were on the agenda. JP she broke down once agam 
loved the Gita and the Kamacharit- section of the audience 
manas and his favourite bhajan with her, The last bhaj 
was Tulsidas’ “Tu dyalu deen was *"Raghupati Raghav Rajaré 
bandhu, tu dani hai bhikari". He and everyone joined in the cho 
would often hum this bhajan. 3 А 
Ironically , the Vahini which he 3 
founded. boycotted the function at . climbed up to 
Kadam Kuan because bhajans were 
sung there. М ARES 
Another function was organised 
by the Chatra genaue she Sami. 
ifferent itical groups also 
celebrated p's birthday Бу orga and the other, R imad's 
nising meetings in Gandhi maidan. Jayaprakash. The other bo 
‘At JP's house, a big shamiana was lying there were Dinkar’s Ra 
pitched in the compound and JP's Rathi, Priya Praw 
portrait was placed on the right Rashim Rathi w 
‘side of the stage. The prayer favourite volumes 


meeting here began exactly at 5 г. 
SANTOSH BHAR 


KUMAR PRASHANT 


UMAR  PRASHANT, 29- 
year-old, is JP's adopted 
= daughter  Janaki's hus- 
\ [band and the publisher 
“lof Samagrata. JP began 
this magazine when he was ill, but, 
according to Prashant, JP could not 
however put Samagrata to full use 
because of his illness, : 
. Prashant says : “I was casually 
introduced to JP in 1960. My family 
was influenced by Sarvodaya. JP had 
appealed to the youth when the 
| Musahari incident occurred їп 1969 : 
} a few of us responded. Then we 
laid the foundations of the Tarun 
Kranti Sena in Muzaffarpur. 2 
“l again met JP at Saharsa during 
the Gram Swarajya campaign in 
1973-74. At Radhopur village, Jana: 
ki, Subhmurti and myself, worked 
hard for the success of this cam: 
Paign. During this campaign, 
Stayed with us for a night. Ever 
since, I came very close to JP. 
During the 1974 movement I came 
| to Muzaffarpur from Saharsa. Оп 
March 19, I was arrested, and re- 
| leased on March 27-28. After that 
| JP summoned me and said that he 
| needed me in Patna. On April 15, 
! 


1974, I began to bring out the Tarun 
Krantt Samagrata  Patrika and its 


| publication continued even when I 

| was underground." 

d What will you do now? Prashant 
replied ruefully : *It seems that the 
publication of Samagrata will have 
to be suspended. I will-have to close 
it. As long as JP was alive. I had 


o'clock. Shanti Jain read out the 
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Make your happy 
moments happier with 
Regent King. An 
exclusive blend of choice 
Virginia tobaccos 
especially selected for 
rich flavour, smoothness 
and subtle taste. 
Brought to you in an 
exclusive pack. 


A happy blend of 
taste © freshness 


Maximum price 0 
Rs. 3.50 for 20 - 
Rs. 1.75 for 10 к 


Local taxes extra. 
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Morarji 


of JP s movement” 


Wearing his inevitable beautiful 
starched khadi, and accom 
(inevitably) by his middle-aged son 
Kanti (wearing a glistening white 
kurta and pyjama, his eyes shaded 
by square dark glasses), Morarji De- 
sai wos among the first top-level lea- 
ders to come to Bansghat: a little 
after 12.30 p.m. Babu Jagjivan Ram 
came almost simultaneously. Morarji 
and Babuji sat beside each other, and 
while Babujt was flanked by Morarji 
on his right, he had Kanti Desai on 
his left! To the right of Morarji sat 
Raghukul Tilak, a friend ‘and con- 
temporary of JP. Soon, Kanti Desai 
would have very interesting compa- 


What was new in Jaya- 


prakash Магауап'ѕ move- 
ment? After all it was only 


a copy of Gandhiji's move- 
ment...After all what did 
JP's movement achieve? 


: The void that has been 
created. in our politics by 
the death of JP—how do 


4 you think it will affect 
v Jthe nation? 
A: Wil the death of JP make 


such a difference? Whoever may die 
in this world, the world does not 
stop; we should not give too much 
importance to anyone's death, The 
country will go ahead. Even if we 
all die, the country will progress. 
That is why, saying things of this 
sort is not 
after Gandhiji left us? The country 
survived. Moreover, JP was not in a 
position by now to do anything. In- 
deed, many people had begun ex- 
ploiting him; people were taking 
advantage of JP’s condition, and 
(this) I think was not good at all. 

Q: When you first heard the news 
about JP’s death, how did you feel? 

A:. The news of anyone’s death 
does not affect me, This is a com: 
mand from God; we should accept it. 
I did not feel any shock (when I 
heard the news). 

Q: I was there when JP told you, 
while you were taking the oath m 
March 1977, thal he would leave the 
world before you, and you would 
hare the responsibility of leader- 
ship... 2 

A: Nahin, :woh sab theek 
(All that is all right...) Nobod 
immortal. We should remember t 
anyone's death does 
world, Gandhiji 
Gandhiji said will not be forgotten. 
Chalta rahta hai (Things go on). But 
this country will now progress, that 
is my belief. 


__CC-0. In Public Domain. 


good. What happened : 


mons beside him in that v cial 
тош: just to the left of Jis pul 
sit Satyendra Narain Sinha, the Bihar 
Janata chief, and beside Satyendra - 
Babu would sit Mrs Indira Gandhi. 
Right behind Mrs Gandhi, Sanjay 
Gandhi would take a chair. It was an 
tnteresting sight : made even ‘more 
interesting by the fact that Satyendra 
Babu (who has been the subject of 
continuing rumours that he will join 
Mrs Gandhi), Mrs Gandhi, Sanjay 
Gandhi and Babu Jagjivan Ram had 
met only a couple of hours ago for 
twenly minutes at the Bihar State 
Guest House in Babu Jagjivan Ram’s 
room. 


Will the death of JP make 
such a difference? Who- 
ever may die in this world, 
the world does not stop; 
we should nt give too much 


importance to anyone. | 


Q: How do you assess the historic 
importance of JP's movement? 

А; What was new in Jayapra- 
kash's movement? After all, it was 
only a copy of Gandhiii's movement. 
The JP movement will survive only 
if the people remember it. After all 
what did JP’s movement achieve? 
Whenever there was а: movement іп 
Bihar what did it achieve? Nothing 

‘came out of (JP’s movement), There 
was only a lot of publicity that the 
Bihar movement played a vital role, 
but if there had been no Emergency. 
then nothing would have happened; 
The Emergency came, and then only 


A.Kumar 
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Nothing came out 


2 


Morarji Desat did not seem sad on 
this occasion; he looked his normal 
self. SANTOSH BHARTIYA went up 
to him with a taperecorder and ask- 
ed him some questions appropriate to 
the occasion. The former Prime Mini- 
ster’s answers were brutally honest, 
And if they sounded a trifle unfor- 
tunate at a moment when the five 
maunds of sandalwood were waiting 
on the bank of the holy Ganga to ' 
consume the physical body of a great 
man, at least they had the merit of 
honesty: Morarji was mot going to 
be a hypocrite like so many of the 
other netas hanging around there 
with especially elongated faces. 


Whatever 


change took 
place їп 


the country | 


was because of the Emer- 


gency and the zulum; if | 
we say that itis because | 
of us, then it is wrong. 


the country understood—understood j | 
much better than from our speeches. Ss 
Whatever change took place in the УЖ 
country was because of the Emer- A 
gency and the zulum; if we (Mo- 
rarji included. JP in this category) 
say that it was because of us, then 
it is wrong- And whatever has hap- 
pened today, the impact of this too 
will be good. The people will under- 
stand better, they will have more 
courage and therefore I think that 
this (JP’s passing away) will be of 
profit. 

Q: You were among the last ma- 
jor leaders to meet JP, durmg your 
recent tour of Bihar. What did you 
discuss? 

A: We discussed ordinary things; 
we did not discuss politics. We dis- 
cussed’ his health and other things. I 
was there for 15 or 20 minutes. He 
looked in good shape to me. His 
mind was clear. Just as a lamp burns 
brightest just before  expiring...he 
looked much better than I had seen 
him before. He looked much impro- 
ved, but in my mind 1 could not un- 
derstand how this improvement had 
taken place. JP has now been rescued 
from his pain; he used to live in 
extreme pain—dialysis is a terrible 
thing. I am not saying that it is 
good that he was thus relieved of his 
pain, that would be wrong: hut his 
end was peaceful He had to face 
many disappointments in his life, but 
in his last days he found some hap- 
piness. All through his life he worked: 
for the country, he never though! 
ahout himself: that is the great 
thing about him. If peop 
this from him, it will be 


m 


|. this lot, had 
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WO stalwarts of the CPI- 


(M), Mr E. M Sh NOS 

boodiripad an TP: | 
Roman Кай — lone By TARUN GANGULY | 
associations with Jaya- 


‘prakash Narayan early in their car- 


eers. Both belonged to the Congress 
till 1945, they 


JP and Marxists. 


They held him in high esteem 


Ramamurti at that time was a mem- 
ber of the AICC and also a member 


in 1945. He said, "We left the Con. 
gress at that time. JP was surprised 


Socialist Party, and | 5 
Беа sod е umbrella of the of the working committee of the to find out that we were cardholderg 
Congress along with JP. Mr Rama- Madras Congress. His first reaction of the undivided CPI. ЈР did not 
murti, now a top trade union leader was strange. He said: "I still feel . know that we were Communists,” 


and a member of the CPI(M) polit- 
buro, has fond memories about JP. 
When I met Ramamurti in his Talka- 


tora Road residence, he wag reclin- 


ing in his bed wearing а simple t | 
dhoti draped in the South Indian found JP there and arrested him. I posed to the Emergency." Ramamurti | 
fashion. can never forget this." has no rancour about the various 
Ramamurti, who is generally criti- After the formation of the Con- twists and turns in JP's tumultuous 
cal of all the leaders of the establish. gress Socialist Party at the Patna political career. He said, “JP parted 
ment, looked visibly moved. In a session of the Congress, JP toured with us because he drifted from 
reminiscent mood, he started describ- Madras presidency. Ramamurti says, socialism and went over to the Sarvo. 
ing his association with JP, which “I was JP's official translator He daya movement.” Even then, he 
started as early as in 1932. Along would address the meetings in Hindi clarified, “Our personal relations 


with the late С. D. Jagannath Das 
of the old Madras presidency, he 
looked after JP when he visited 
Madras in 1932 during the days of 
the civil -disobedience movement. 


guilty for.the arrest of JP in Madras 
Central Railway Station in 1932. The 
police were after me and. I had gone 
to see JP off at the station. The 
police went to the station and they 


or English, and I would translate this 
into Tamil for the public" Now a 
sedate 71, Ramamurti chuckled when 
he remembered the ouster of the 
Communists from the Congress fold 


What attracted him most about Jp» 
Ramamurti thought for a while and 
then replied, "JP's humanism attrac. 
ted me most. I feel he played a histo. 
ric role in unifying all the forces op. 


were exceptionally good. This much 
I can say about JP that he harbour- 
ed no illwill towards anybody." 
Ramamurti did not want to go into 
the political differences. He said,. “I 


~ March : Morarji's obstinacy 


Y March 22, this yea: 
the doctors of Bom- 
bay's Jaslok hospital 
had virtually given up 
any hope of JP’s sur- 
vival. In fact, people were being 
asked to take their “last looks". 
On. the morning of October 23, 
Chandrashekhar, Madhu Limaye, 
Nanaji Deshmukh, along with 
their friend Ramnath Goenka and 
, ether Janata leaders, decided 
that Prime Minister Morarji De- 
Sai should be told that if the 
worst came, then he should de- 
clare national mourning № the 
country. Chandrashekhar himself 
refused to talk to Morarji Desai 
ds he was very angry that despite 
JP's health being in such a bad 
shape, the Prime Minister had 
stil] not found time to see JP in 
Bombay. : Е 
George Fernandes, who among 
ы Шеп d Ше best relations 
` with Morarji, was asked to con- 
` yey this view of the group to the 


Same when Acharya Vinoba Bha- 
ve and Acharya Kripalani died. 

Upset, Fernandes left Morarji’s 
presence without a word. He pho- 
ned Bombay to convey to the 
younger Janata leaders what 
Morarji had said—the immediate 
reaction of Chandrashekhar, Ma- 
dhu Limaye апа Goenka when 
they heard this was tears ot 
shock and anger. Chandrashekhar 
immediately asked. Nanaji Desh- 
mukh to send a message to all 
the Chief Ministers and execu- 
tive heads of union territories 
whether they belonged to the 
Janata Party or not, in his name, 
requesting them to declare mour- 
ning in their areas. Nanaji began 
phoning around the country, and 
everywhere the response was the 
same: the regional leaders would 
lake the initiative and declare a 
period of mourning. t 

On March 24, Madhu Limaye 
wrote an official letter to the 
Prime Minister (reproduced be 


15-АВ .Pandara Road, 
New Delhi—110003. 
24th March 1979. 


Dear Morarjibhai,. 

JP’s condition 15 sitll grave. We 
all hope that he will pull through. 
But—God forbid — if anything 
untoward happens? 

All sorts of nasliy stories are 
being circulated by the Press. I 
ignore them, ‘but I am disturbed 
to know that you have told some 
of your Cabinet colleagues that 
you would not set up a wrong 
precedent by ordering national 
mourning for JP. : 

-I hope the information is false. 
[ pray, please do not do anything 
that would hurt the feelings of 
our countrymen. Whatever be 


` your private opinion of him 


he 
has been our leader, and millions 
regard him as the last of the 
popular leaders in the line of our 
great national figures, (at whose 
head is, of course, the Father of 
the Nation, followed by Pandit 


Prime Minister. George duly me leading that there be natio- A. CAT 
Morarji and reported. quer 190) раа Of course, JP Jawaharlal, Netaji Subhas, Sar- 
adding that he too was in full stayed: alive; Morarji’s Prime бат Vallabhbhai ene so on). 
agreement with this sentiment.  Ministership, which was a gift With good wisi E RAS. 
Morarji Desai got angry upon from JP to  Morarji, went, an Ours bincereWw, 


hearing this, He said that he re 
fused to create a bad precedent 
by declaring national mourning 
for JP, as he had no official sta- 
tus, He asked what was so special 
about JP, anyway. And if he had 
to declare national mourning for 
JP then he would have to do the 


Morarji was never tested on this 
issue—though it will be recalled 
that although  Morarji had told 
Parliament about ^ JP's death in 
that shocking mistake, e ha 
‘not declared national mourning, 
or given any indication that natio- 
nal mourning would be declared. 


Sd/ Madhu Limaye 


Shri Morarji Desai, ? 
Prime Minister, 
New Delhi. 


SANTOSH BHARTIYA | 
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visited him when he was 
Hospital and later when he 
treated in Jaslok Hospital in Bom 
But then I never discussed all 
with the Press before." 


in 
Vellore pel Ramarurti is eager to pay res- 

bay. freed to a departed fighter for human 

this h d om, Mrs Aruna Asaf Ali, who 
15 nad a legendary career of her own 


| ТР 
during the 1942 movement, was 
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somewhat reticent when I asked her 
to recollect those 
“Why delve into the past. In 1942, 


times. She. said, 


was in the vanguard of revolu- 


tion. but then we parted company” , 
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The hour that made the J 
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anata Party 


N January 19, 1977, 

with the country still 

gloomy in the dark- 

mess of the Emergency, 

Loknayak Jayaprakash 
Narayan received word in Patna 
that the leaders of the various 
Opposition Parties wanted to fight 
the coming elections in an alliance, 
and not under the flag and symbol. 
of a single Party. JP got upset, 
and his dream of defeating dicta- 
torship began to dim. Accidentally, 
S. M. Joshi, the veteran Socialist 
leader from Maharashtra, was in 
Patna on that day, and he came 
to see JP. JP told him and others 
there that he would remove him- 
self from the electoral battle if 
the Opposition Parties were un- 
able to form a single Party, and 
if Delhi’s leaders continued to be- 
have in this petty manner. S. M. 
Joshi pleaded with JP not to take 
any final decision until he went 
to Delhi and made a last effort to 
bring about a single Party, 

The next day, S. M. Joshi weni 
to Delhi and spoke to the various 
leaders. But after talking to all of 
them, even he became disappoin- 
ted. He phoned JP to say that * 
there seemed little chance of a 
single Party being created, but he 
was continuing his efforts. Не 
again pleaded with JP not to make 
any statement yet. 

But JP again became very upset. 
After thinking for a while, he 
called his ‘secretary and prepared 
a statement in which he register- 
ed his anger with the leaders in 
Delhi, and expressed his wish of 
leaving the election scene. That 
night, around eight, the agencies 
released that statement. . 

»That agency report reached the 
Indian Express, and such was the 
gravity of that report that Express 
owner Ramnath Goenka was im- 
mediately informed about it, Goen- 
ka got into his car at once and 
went to Morarji Desai's house; 
soon, he had met many leaders 
and told them about JP's decision. 
Everyone was stunned: they could 
see themselves losing once again 
in the elections if JP did not sup- 
port them. Very quickly, the deci- 
sion was taken to form the Janata 
Party, with Morarji Desai as the 
chairman. 

The next day, newspaper readers 
saw both JP's statement and the 
announcement creating the Janata 
Party, When JP learnt about this 

in Patna that morning, he brea: 
thed a long sigh of relief and 
contentment. 


SANTOSH BHARTIYA —— 
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Mrs Gandhi snubbed JP 


And he destroyed her authoritarianism 


VENTS, men and the 

social situation, and their 

interplay make contem- 

porary history. But their 

outcome is hedged about 
by so many ‘ifs’ and ‘buts’. Such 
was the interaction between JP and 
Mrs Gandhi. There was always a 
certain coolness between them 
‘though, perhaps, no two public 
figures of India were better placed 
for a positive relationship. He. an 
elder statesman and she, a daughter 
of a friend, who was the Prime 
Minister of the country. JP had for 
Jong remained a personal friend to 
Pandit Nehru, his ‘bhai’, and JP's 
wife, Prabhavati, was that rare being 
with whom Kamalaji shared her con- 


fidences. 
Mrs Gandhi did not receive the 
same affection from JP as did 


Panditji but there was a certain 
pride for her in both Prabhavati and 
JP. This was more so after the 
Bangladesh war. In 1971, on the 
morrow of the Parliamentary elec- 
tions, the crisis in the erstwhile 
East Pakistan had begun to simmer 
dangerously, and JP was among the 
first to argue the case for the new 
Bangladesh Government in exile. Mrs 

ў Gandhi did not want her hands forced. 

` But she went along when JP wanted 

‘ to canvass support for its recogni- 
tion: he travelled to various capitals 
of the world, met presidents and 
prime ministers but found little res- 
ponse forthcoming. This, coupled 
.with the successful leadership pro- 
vided by Mrs Gandhi during the 
crisis laid the basis of a cooperation 
which JP wanted to extend. 


By late 1972 the national consensus 
built during the  Indo-Pakistan war 
had broken down. This was, first, 
because the  non-Congress Parties 
felt — that Mrs Gandhi by 
forcing the Assembly . elections, 
had shortchanged them. Added 
to this was her supersession 
of Supreine Court judges, the nation- 
alisation of coal and the takeover o* 
the foodgrains trade which provoked 
widespread resentment. Besides, the 
country’s distressing economic situa- 
tion following the burden of the war 
and refugees, had put the Govern- 
ment under great pressure. Coming 
out after a year of voluntary retire- 
ment, ДЕ met Mrs Gandhi and offered 
to wor or a nationa nsensus, 
which she welcomed. $ : 

As was his wont, JP tried to repair 
the ‘national consensus. He met al! 
the country's top leaders and found 
a response from them which was 


met her by appointment, but on this 
occasion, even before they met, she 
informed JP that she was“very 
tired" and she had to be in Parlia- 
ment. JP's last hopes of evolving a 
national consensus were dashed. But 
why did Mrs Gandhi ignore him? 
Even if her presence in Parliament 
was essential she could have kept 
the line for further talks open. This 
she did not do. She did regret the 
Japse later, and the misunderstanding 
it had caused, but the opportunity 
was lost. JP took the incident as a 
rebuff and came away. This incident 
provided leaders like X Nanaji Desh- 
mukh the opportunity they were seek- 


ing when, week after week 
they tried to persuade JP 
to rise against Mrs Gandhi. 
The persuasion bore results: by 


December 1972 JP had taken a public 
stance and in early 1973 was per- 
suaded to go to Ahmedabad to give 
sustenance and moral cover to a 
movement which had developed from 
a completely different motivation. 


Prabhavati's influence on JP, 
however, prevented him from moun- 
ting a withering political attack 
against Mrs Gandhi. When Prabha- 
vatiji was nearing her end, she and 
IP were in Delhi en route to Patna. 
They decided to stay back in Delhi 
for a few days. Knowing about her 
condition, Mrs Gandhi wanted to 
visit her but since they had put up 
with Ramnath Goenka instead of at 
the Gandhi Peace Foundation, their 
usual rendezvous, Mrs Gandhi could 
not see her. She could only make г 
telephone call, but this too not with- 
out hurting JP. Prabhavati and JP 
were together when the call came 
through and the two women spoke 
to each other. Mrs Gandhi, conscious- 
ly or unconsciously, ignored JP. 
Coming after their previous encoun- 
ter, the incident drew the two lead 
ers further anart. 

By April 14, the JP-inspired stu- 
dents’ movement caught up in Bihar. 
In one of her speeches attacking the 
movement at Bhubaneswar, Mrs 
‘Gandhi made a scornful attack on JP 
which the latter took as aspersion on 
his personal integrity. Some people, 
who stood to gain from a confronta- 
tion between the two, incited them 
against each other. Soon the situation 
reached flashpoint. At this stage. 
some others tried to bring JP and 
Mrs Gandhi together and resolved 
their differenoes, but they failed. In 
June, 1974 Chandrashekhar wrote tu 
Mrs Gandhi and JP reauesting them 


Working Committee, was in an ex. 
cellent position to act as the bridge 
between the two. But for some yea. 
son or the other, Mrs Gandhi neve 
trusted Chandrashekhar. The latter's 
efforts at bringing about a reconcijj. 
ation thus failed. In May 1974, how. 
ever, Mrs Gandhi wrote an affection. 
ate letter to JP after a meeting with 
Chandrashekhar while he was at 
Vellore Hospital and Uma Shanker 
Dixit apologised оп her behalf for 
the hurt caused to JP by her state. 
ment in Bhubaneswar. There seemed 
an outside chanoe of a compromise, 
But this was not to be. The same 
instigators who had misled JP earlier 


once again besieged him when he 


came back to Patna. Volunteers were 
methodically mustered to keep the 
movement going. The goals of the 
movement. changed to direct confron. 
tation. 


Yet another attempt was made at 
arranging a compromise. In Septem- 
ber-October 1974, talks were held at 
various stages. During the movement 
JP had called on all members of the 
Bihar Assembly to resign. With the 
confrontation between the two perso- 
nalitles starting to take its toll, the 
two sides were anxious for an 
honourable solution, if it could be 
found. JP was willing to settle for 
the dissolution of the Bihar Assem- 
bly and agree not to 
movement, while Mrs Gandhi agreed 
to hold byelections for the resigned 
seats earlier. Once again the people 
around Mrs Gandhi dissuaded her 
from reacting favourably to an 
agreement. The point of no-return 
had been reached. On June 26, 1975, 
the infamous Emergency was  pro- 
mulgated. Free India sent one its 
most clamourous freedom-fighters to 


jail again. The promulgation of the - 


Emergency and his arrest did not, 
of course, solve any problem for Mrs 
Gandhi. She took decisions, shrewdly, 
after considering JP's state of health. 
Elections to Parliament were due in 
March,'76, but in late 1975 and in 
early 1976, when JP was hovering 
between life and death at Jaslok 
Hospital, Mrs Gandhi did not want 
to take the risk of an election cant 
paign. Hence the 1976 elections were 
postponed. Excuses were fouud #0 
explain the postponement, bur it was 
the overwhelming fear of JP's death 
phich solely accounted for the deci- 
efon. 2 


Was it possible that JP and Mrs ^ 
Gandhi could work together? М4 | 


be. But essentially, JP and 


ee SES 


spread his 


Gandhi both had different 4025. 
They were not only two different 
personalities but had different views 


favourable enough to continue hi; 
discussions with Mrs Gandhi. It was 
then that JP felt slighted by Mrs 


to end their confrontation. He said 
it was damaging the entire edifice of 
the Indian State. Being close to JP 


Gandhi—perhaps due 2 07 ТАШ or and sharing an emotional involve- of society. And that, perhaps, was 

her own, or, perhaps. ee hi гар ment with him, Chandrashekhar, the reason for their clash. But at 

doing. As was usual wi im, then a member of the Congress what expense? s 
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| ARE you going to JP’s 
| village?" a man asks us 
| at Sinha Ghat іп Arrah, 
| from where we walk to 
'| Sitabdiara. All along the 
| way we are asked the same question 
by anyone we meet. It is roughly a 
two-hour walk — through fields, a 
stretch of sand, a ferry ride across 
the Ganga and finally another stretch 
through the fields till we reach à 
small hamlet of about 600 people 
‘called Jaya Prakash Nagar in Sitab- 
diara, Ballia, UP, the place where 
JP was born, Р - 
The approach to the village is a 
small clearing — the site where the 
helicopter carrying JP on his last 
visit to his village on October 5, 1978, 
landed. From here JP’s house is a 
short walk. It is a rectangular house 
with a courtyard at the centre and 
stands amidst a group of thatched 
huts. It wears a desolate and empty 
look. In one corner of the corridor 


are pictures of JP and his wife, 
Prabhavati Devi.. A garland now 
hangs around JP's picture. The 


rooms are musty and covered with 
dust. Portraits of JP's parents hang 
in one of the rooms. In the middle 
of the corridor lies a table with a 
telephone on it. It had been installed 
at the time of JP’s last visit to his 
, Village and is now disconnected. 
) Sarju Ram, 79, popularly known as 


JP in Sitabdiara 
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A sad Sitabdiara 


A visit to JP's home village reveals he was One. 


‘prophet’ who was honoured by his own fo}, | 


By SAUMITRA BANERJEE 


Sarju Bhai, the caretaker of JP’s 
house. since 1953, escorts us through 
the house. We are taken to his bed- 
room. An old uncovered wooden 
takhat lies there. There is no other 
furniture. On the wall hangs a pic- 
ture of JP taken jn his early thirties. 
The room faces the courtyard. In 
contrast with the rest of the house 
the courtyard looks bright; there are 
flowers growing there. Kamala Ram 
tells us that JP liked the sight of 
flowers outside his bedroom. “He 
told us that we should see to it that 
the flowers never die. The sight 
brought him peace," he says. 

Sarju Bhai remembers JP as “my 
brother”. “I am both sad and happy 
that JP has died,” he tells us. “I am 
sad because I loved him and had 
been with him for so long. He was 
a true, sincere leader, not like the 


others. But in a way I am happy 
that he has died. Politicians had 
been exploiting him for too long. 


Especially with the coming elections, 
they had already started asking him 


for help. Now they cannot 
him any longer," he said 


been removed to 
Memorial Hall." 
Along with him had left Jp, 
younger brother, Rajeshwar Prasad’s 
wife, and some 25 other villagers, 
As soon as the news of JP's death 
spread to Sitabdiara, all shops and 
schools were immediately shut down. 
Those who remained in the village 
huddled around the stray transistors, 


= 


listening to every announcement be- | 


ing made about JP. And the Gandhi 
Smarak Nidhi decided to hold prayer 
meetings for seven days, Recalling 
his days with JP, Sarju Bhai says, 
"[ had first met JP in Chapra after 
his return from America. 1 remem- 
ber that during a kisan sammelan 
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meeting he said that anyon 
could not plough the land heaven 
right to be a leader. From then on 
he became an inspiration for me JP 
used to stay in Sitabdiara only for 
short stretches, say for three or four 
days at a time. During the 
movement JP had come to this уй. 
lage and given speeches. He gather- 
ed people around this house and 
tried to arouse their conscience, Оп 
his last visit to Sitabdiara, he expres- 
sed the | wish that he could come 
back again,-but he said that the end 
of his LS e 
Next to JP's house isa ¢ 

which had been built in Mn 
his mother, on the spot where JP’s 
mother had prayed for his life, when, 
as a child, he was critically ill. Point- 
ing to a well next to the. temple 
Sarju Bhai says, "This is the spot 
where JP was born. This was a 
jungle then. But now things have 
improved." Near the well a few 
children are playing. І ask, a boy 
pointing to the house, if he knew 
whose house it was. "Jaya Prakash- 


175 house," he replies, I ask if he 
knows who he was. "No," comes the 
reply. 


Under a tree sits Kailash Singh, 
82, who has spent his entire life in 
Sitabdiara. In a broken voice he 
says, "When I heard of JP's death I 
wanted to take a last look at him. 
But that was not possible. I am so 
old and so weak that I just could not 
manage it. So I went home and 
thought of him, of the days when he 
was a child. Let me narrate one in- 
cident, When we were both children, 
JP's father took us to a baba in Lala 
Tola. As JP was about to touch his 
feet, the baba stopped him and said, 
‘Why do you touch my feet? One 
day the world will touch your feet.’ 

“I remember the last time he paid 

a visit to this village. There were 
so many people crowding him that I 
could only do nameste to him. This 
is one of my greatest regrets." Kai- 
lash Singh stops speaking and stares 
in front of him. 'Then without look- 
ing at us he says, “I wish I could 
have had one last look at JP." 
. A minute's walk from the temple 
is the Gandhi Smarak Nidhi, built on 
land donated by JP. At the gate 
stands Sukhdeo Singh, watching us 
approach. “You have come to JP's 
land. But you should have come 
last year when he had come here. 
when he spoke to us. He was our 
leader. He has: given us land, our 
food,” he says. It is evident that JP 
is loved and respected here as much 
as anywhere else. Inside the Gandhi 
Smarak Nidhi we meet Baleswar 
Prasad. Yadav, who looks after the 
place. "We are feeling his loss. 
Whenever he came here he visited 
this place. During his last visit a 
meeting had been held here. JP has 
set an example for all of us. It had 
been decided that a school for girls 
would be inaugurated here, on his 
birthday but now that has been post- 
poned," he says. 

Walking along the dust track we 
find a small group of people assemb- 
led around a man,  narrating the 
events during JP's funeral. He has 
just returned from Patna and every- 
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marks the beginning of Jaya Prakash 
Nagar. Sarju Bhai, who has been j 
walking with us, stops and says, © 
“You go now. You have a long walk 
ahead of you.” Then, as an after- 
thought, he mumbles to himself, *T 
wonder what is going to happen to 
JP's house now. Is it going to be 
placed under a trust? Is it going to 
be‘sold? I wonder if I will remain 
its caretaker..." a 


one is anxious to hear what he has 
to say. We wind our way past JP’s 
house again, on our way back to the 
city. A man beckons to us. “Have 
you seen what JP has done for us? 
He has given us land and we even 
have schools here. Even though he 
is not there now, we will all remem- 
ber him here in Jaya Prakash Na- 
gar.” We listen and then carry on. 
We walk to an embankment which 


How the | 
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Patel, who was stil Mrs Gandhi's 
righthand man before Sanjay Gan- 
dhi took over, used to hold court in 
theRegistrar's room that was special- 
ly vacated for him. His son was be- 
ing, treated at the. hospital at the 
same time. The son of a inister 
of Maharashtra was also there for an 
operation and commenting on the 
situation, the wife of the Minister 
with a gesture of her hand descri 
the gathering in Rajni's room 
Diwan-e-Khas and poin 


R А. G. NOORANI who met JP 
M regularly during the dark days 
of the Emergency recalls vividly the 
sceue of JP’s hospitalisation at the 
Jaslok Hospital during the Emergen- 
cy. On the balcony of the 16th floor 
just outside JP’s room there were 
two typewriters, one telephone anda 
posse of policemen. Dr Shantilal 
Mehta, who was head of Jaslok а 
the time, was in constant touch with 
Mrs Gandhi about the state of  JP's 
health. On the ground floor Rajni 
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to the 16th floor, where JP was, she 
said that it was the 
The reference was to friends 
ordinary people, who came to see JP 
during the Emergency. JP 


a as 
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never alone, remembers Noorani, and 
people always came to see him. E.M. 
S. Namboodiripad came. And so did 
Sheikh Abdullah — the Sheikh had 
rung up in November 1975, and said 
he wanted to see JP. He came, kis- 
sed JP's hand and left in the even- 
ing. Mrs Gandhi never came though 
-she was advised to do so. 


(GEORGE FERNANDES recalled 
how, though it was Peter 

vares who brought him into the 
Socialist movement, it was JP who 
sustained me in the movement. And 
JP was a pillar of strength to me 


ever since. During my underground 
a 


days, when even ше Sodani iat 
tacked it was who gave 
таре After the 1977 


courage to go on. 1 
Elections were announced it was JP 
who sent me a note in prison insist- 
ing that I should be a candidate. He 
said the youth of the country Was 
with me. During the railway strike 
when I was in Tihar Jail, JP who 
was then in Nellore Hospital for an 
operation, extended support to the 
strike. He even sent a telegram to 
Mrs Indira Gandhi asking her to 
come to some settlement with the 
striking railwaymen." 


AROTTAMBHAI of the Sarvodaya 
Mandal has seen JP in various 
stages of his political development. 
The first time was during the Bhoodan 
$ movement in 1962, then during the 


^ crisis of the Bihar famine and finally 


during the Bihar Andolan in 1973 
when JP took an active role again. 
JP was very excited at that time, 
remembers the soft-spoken Narottam- 
bhai. “He told me during one of our 
evening walks: ‘I see in people's 
eyes and people's minds a new 
awakening’ In 1973 from the Paunar 
Ashram itself, he started the Youth 
for Democracy after which came the 
pulsating Nav Nirman movement in 


Gujarat followed by the Total Re- 


Patna and when con- 
*My problem is I am 
leaving just now. And what can I 
say, Just leave me alone. Im not 
up to the mark" and his voice trail- 
ed off in despair which one does not 
usually associate with the man-of- 
steel Goenka. 


OLGA TELLIS, Bombay 


tions to go to 
tacted he said: 


S AIR flashed the incorrect news 

of JP’s death on March 22, 1979, 
restaurants on Mount Read, Madras, 
switched off their radios anticipating 
mournful music. Some played re- 
cords. Others hoped that their juke- 
boxes would be kept busy. People 
standing ın the queue to see Mac- 
Кеш” Gold at the Devi cinema 
were worried that the show would be 
cancelled. 

The reaction on October 8, was nol 
very different. By ten in the morning 
as the news of JP's death was con- 
firmed, moviehouses got frantic calls; 
book-sellers hastily displayed books 
by JP. 

One of the persons who really 
made JP's name better known is 
Kumari Ananthan, sometime Janata 
MP, whose mustard-sharp sense of 
humour and wit had won a sizeable 
support for the Janata Party in the 
Kanyakumari district. "In November 
when we heard that JP was criti- 
cally ill, some of us held a day's fast 
on the Congress grounds", Mrs Krish- 
namoorthy said. “And we invited the 
so-called friends of JP. Many of 
them didn’t have the courtesy to say, 
no. They said, theyd come and 
didn’t keep their word. On the other 
hand, around that time, many young 
people belonging to the now much- 
maligned RSS staged a satyagraha 
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E KNEW JP was going to | 
leave us very Soon, but we | 
did not expect him to die so quickly. | 
However, it is good that he died i 
his sleep peacefully and did not suf 
fer any more", said Rashbehari Das, а 
young student. _ al 
“Amid all this talk about the Lo, 
Sabha elections this news is shocking | 
It should be a lesson to our politi. | 
cians. While they are fighting among | 
themselves, the тар who did so 
much to bring them together is no 
more" said an elderly gentleman, 
Some cinema halls downed their, 
shutters and this caused many, whose 
offices and institutions had declared | 
a holiday, to grumble. Although 
there was an air of grief, the mourn. 
ing was not universal. А young 
draughtsman, S. Ghosh, working in 
an engineering firm was vociferous 
about his lack of feeling: “What 
has JP done for us? Indeed 
he made us realise what democracy 
means but what has he given us in 
return? A bunch of politicians who 
are even more corrupt than the past 
regime". “Yowre wrong" retorted | 
a young student, Naren Chakrabarty. 
"What he gave us was not a bunch 
of corrupt politicians but a method 
of mass protest" | 
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Calcutta 


OPLE in Punjab heard the news | 

of JP's death for the first time | 
over All India Radio's eight o'clock 
news bulletin. 


| 
October 8 was declared a holiday. 
by the State Government and it turi | 
ed out to be like any other holiday. | 
Shops in Chandigarh pulled up thelr 
shutters after a few hours an 
brisk business. Cinema houses cor 
tinued with their routine shows. Thé | 
civil secretariat hummed with act: | 
vity with scores of people drafting | 
condolence resolutions. Schools and 
colleges were declared closed after 
the students had observed silence | 
and prayed: briefly for the Loknayak's | 
departed soul. | 
d spent. 
Jayaprakash Narayan ha DET | 
05 


ed kidney trouble and later 
ment reached a chronic stage 7 
sitating dialysis. JP’s death was se 
topic of discussion among iie 
doctors who had treated him at Р. 
PGI in 1975. After his release | à 
had admitted that he was well Тор | 
after at the PGI but was starve | 
сотрапу. : | 
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A CORRESPONDENT, Chandi 


| 
| 
| 


НЕ 
the 


was SO 
JP's pl 
and ga 
people 
Shops 
a таг! 
ironica. 
hours 
Janata 
Dal at 
in wh 
announ 
Party | 

The 
membe 
l, 1975 
format! 
and-a-h 
visit h 
Gandhi 
in shar 
the hei 
him at 
Orissa 
the уо: 
certain 
those y 
one of 
to hav« 
ed leac 

All t 
Perhap 
is Mr | 
news h 
after h 
shock 1 
soul 1 
Mahata 
for woi 
a news 
only sa 


A COF 


older m 
MARIO 


1 


| 


going to | 
n, but we | 
SO quickly. | 
he died їй | 
lid not suf | 
ehari Das, a 


ut the Lok | 
is shocking, 
our politi 
iting among 
ho did 50 
ther is no 
ntleman, 
wned their r 
nany, whose 
ad declared | 
Although | 
the mourn. | 
A young 
working in | 
S vociferous | 


democracy 
given us in | 
iicians who 
ian the past | 
g” retorted | 
Jhakrabarty. 
ot a bunch 
ta method 


Calcutta 


rd the news | 
e first time | 
sight o'clock | 


d a holiday | 
апа it turn: | 
ther holiday. | 
led up their 
urs and | 
houses com 
shows. The | 
d with act | 
ge drafting | 
Schools and | 
closed after | 
rved silence | 
> Т.окпауак | 
| 

had spent. 
ring the | 

S gur Post 


| 
ге | 
| 


"| towns, villages 
places. 


Digitized by Sarayu Foundation Trust, Delhi апа eGangotri Eel ESA кс 5 2. 


HE Loknayak's death has shocked 
the people of Orissa. The shock 
was so profound that people put up 
Jp’s photographs in houses and shops 
and garlanded them profusely. Some 
ople were seen weeping bitterly. 
Beeps pulled down their shutters d 
a mark of respect. Indeed it was 
ironical that JP passed away only 
hours after the Orissa unit of the 
Janata Party merged into the Lok 
Dal at a convention in Bhubaneswar 
in which Mr Biju Patnaik had 
announced that the Lok Dal was the 
Party of the Loknayak. 

The people of the State fondly re- 
member JP's visit to Orissa on April 
1, 1975 which coincidentally was the 
formation day of Oríssa. About two. 
and-a-half months  after' his Orissa 
visit he was jailed by Mrs Indira 
Gandhi. Orissa hangs down her head 
in shame when the people remember 
the heinous attempt їо assassinate 
him at Dhenkanal by those in power. 
Orissa also remembers with gratitude 
the young men who saved him from 
certain death at that time, Many of 
those young men are now MLAs and 
one of them left by road for Patna 
to have a last darshan of the depart- 
ed leader. 

АП the events are history now. 
Perhaps, the saddest man in Orissa 
is Mr Biju Patnaik. On hearing the 
news he was stunned and it was only 
after he had overcome the initial 
shock that he blurted out: “A great 
soul has passed away". Dr H. K. 
Mahatab, the veteran leader, fumbled 
for words when he was informed by 
a news agency man of the death. He 
only said: “I am very sorry." 


A CORRESPONDENT 
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HEN at breakfast-time the news 

of JP's death was broadcast over 
radio, people accepted the news as 
sadly and resignedly as they endure 
the unchanging pattern of their own 
lives. Truly, there was none of the 
shock and disbelief which had given 
a dimension of  near-desperate 
hysteria to the sorrow in evidence 
when Gandhi and later Nehru died. 
Demoralising as JP’s death was, 
nonetheless, it was only expected. In- 
deed in the common man’s reckoning 
it was a merciful end—not only be- 
Cause it brought to an end his har- 
rowing dialysed survival but much 
more because to the minds of the 
frustrated proletariat, JP’s greatest 
achievement—the Janata . Party's 
victory in 1977—was brutally con- 


| verted into the greatest ever betrayal 


of the people. “А good man died" 
was the honest if bland refrain in 
and their market- 
Life went on perhaps a trifle 
more morosely than usual, with a 
sense of inexorability. . 

At bars and pubs which is the one 
place where the Goan mind uninhibi- 
tedly expresses itself, the common 
remark was “God might as well have 
soared JP and remembered other 
older men who have ruined us." 


| MARIO CABRAL E SA, Goa 


Dee reacting unenthusiastical- 
6 а call for Total Revolu- 
ceded the E, Ded times that pre- 
aon e Emergency, and.giving him 
he Tae too Pompous reception when 
of the visited Trivandrum the people 
thei 15 palm-fringed State showed 

eir feeling by joining other mourn- 
ers throughout the country. 


Sadness engulfed iti i 
political circles 
as the news of his sudden demise 
broke soon after the Assembly had 
adjourned Sine die in the wake of the 
resignation of the PKV Ministry. 
With spontaneous expressions ОЁ 
Sorrow, leaders of various political 
Parties reacted emotionally to the 
news as K. Chandrashekharan of the 
Janata Party went around inform- 
ing people. Formal condolences 
followed, The last time JP’s “death” 
was erroneously announced, the 
Assembly was in session and did not 
care to call a condolence meeting. 
But this time the people of the State 
were themselves quick to react. 


As for tributes, there were many: 
The Governor, Mrs Jothi Venkata- 
chellum, hoped in a message that the 
“evergreen” memory of JP would 
continue to inspire the country; the 


P wrote his will thrice. 
By way of property, 
JP had a house and 
some land in Sitab- 
diara which he inheri- 
ted. JP's younger brother, 

Rajeshwar Prasad, had sold his 
portion of the land and bought a 
house in Bombay. JP received the 
Magsaysay award and from this 
sum he had put aside Rs. 50,000 
in the bank. 

The first will had said that his 
properties in the village would go 
to his nephew, Anil, and the cash 
distributed among e various 
organisations which JP founded. 

. This will should have come into 
effect immediately after Prabha- 
vatiji’s death because during her 
lifetime she exercised exclusive 
rights over the property. This 
will was prepared in the presence 

n wire. 

‘Time passed and Prabhavatiji 
died. Then came the Emergency 
and JP was sent to jail. During 
his detention at the Post Graduate 
Institute of Medicine at Chandi- 
garh, JP wrote his second will. 
By this time he had given away 
Rs.: 15,000 to different, people as 
was his habit, and only Rs. 35,000 
was left with JP. In this will he 
left some money for Gulab, his 
personal attendant, some for his 
sister and the rest for organisa 
tions he had started. i 

JP wrote his third and last will 
in 1978. By this time, his savings 
in the bank had earned some in- 
terest and on April 30, 1978, he 
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The mysteries of JP's will: 


void created by his death would re- 
main unfilled, said the former CM, 
Mr P. К. Vasudevan Nair; he synthe — 
sised Gandhism with Socialism, said 
the new CM Mr C. H. Mohammad 
Koya of the Muslim ' League; free 
India would remember him with 
gralitude, was an unlikely remark 
from the Congress (I) leader and 
former CM, K. Karunakaran; a great 
karmayogi who gave moral and politi- 
cal leadership to the people, was how 
Chakkeri Ahmed Kutty described JP; 
his death removed the last of the 
national stalwarts, commented K. M. 
Chandy of the Congress (1; the 
greatest of Indian leaders after 
Gandhi, said K. Chandrashekaran of 2298 
the Janata. Тһе  Marxist leader E. ^R 
M. S; Namboodiripad recalled how ; 
the departed leader had reminded 
him on his last visit to the State, of 
the fact that they were the first 
socialists in the country, and how 
they had worked together and also in 
opposite camps. One particularly 
sad comment from an elderly person 
was. “ТР was опе of the few leaders 
who did not pursue power” 


G. S. KARTHA, Trivandrum 


received Rs. one lakh as an award 
from  Chagla. This money was | 
used for JP’s treatment in Seattle. . 
What remained was in the bank. — 
The third will earmarked oertain 

amounts in cash for Gulab, JP'S - 
sister, and the organisations which | 
he began. A few bighas of land | 
and the house at Sitabdiara are | 
left to Anil, his nephew. JP's pro- 
perties which are not mentioned - 


in the third 
Ganga Singh, 
Shivnath $ 


by trustees named 
will. They are- 
Jainarayan Sahay and 
Babu. 2 
Apart from the v 
written to the then Chief Mini 
of Bihar, Srikrishna Singh in 19: 
saying that “no memorial should 
be built after my death". In 197; 
on the occasion of JP's 7Oth bi 
day, Sarvodaya workers had plan- | 
ed to collect money for “Jaya: 
prakash fund" and to use the 
money for the  Sarvodaya move- 
ment. When Jainarayan Sahay — 
.communicated this plan to JP who 
was at that time resting in a 
guest house at Bangalore JP*s 
reply was: “Please do not collect 
any fund in my name. If the fund 
is meant for good cause I can help 
with the collection. I am strongly | 
opposed to collecting funds in my | 
name", $ n ER 
The first two wills stand cancel. | 
led and only the will which JP 


wrote in 1978 is valid. 
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Clockwise (тот far left, top) : JP after his 
return from ihe USA; the final break from 
Marxism: at the end ‘of the 21-day purifica- 
tion fast, 1952 with his wife în Poona; as a 
nationalist leader ; in a pensive mood in his 
room in Kadam Kuan; covering his face 
after being teargassed during the “the 1974 Bihar 
movement ; with his family. 
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| Should a short man 
' say Yes’ to a tall heel? 


5 Emphatically.say Raymond,and suggest 
other areas where Yes is right. 


| The high heel adds inches, but Narrower lapels complement the “by 250 (that's right, 250!) 


the world needn’t know. Your ` straighter tie and squared-off ‘perfect-fabric’ processes. Vala 2 

trousers should belong enough to collar. The tall elegant silhouette woven right into the warp and t! [е 

conceal the tall heel. Cut for has come into its own. Bevery weft. It wears well through the li 

slimness, shaped about the calf. careful, though, about the fabric. ofthe fabric. Remember the пата 

The jacket distinctively striped . . . We are. Raymond's superb Raymond: а the abi A 
ll and the short man soars to quality is ensured in every metre YOU true value. This year or 
imaginative new heights. 

79's fashions aid and abet. 


: Raymond's Suitings | 


A Guide to the Well-Dressed Male — 
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1. Keeps body tissues young 


3000 year old recipe for Dabur Chyawanprash slows 
down the wear of body tissues. 
2. Builds body immunity | 
Dabur Chyawanprash raises 
the total body resistance, and 
is also indicated in coughs 
and colds. 


ES 3 3. Builds alertness 
? AE Dabur Chyawanprash helps 
| ll S an Bi build alertness in children and 
p develops the faculties in old 
j : ч age. 
| 4. Has anabolic properties — 
Dabur Chyawanprash helps in 
the upbuilding of the body. 
poene: "RULE URES Teer 
Recipe of the gods 
The recipe for Chyawanprash dates 
back over 3000 years, when, it is said, 
the physicians of the gods prescribed 
4 «c 7/78 2 СА it Jor RE Chyawaraito restore his 
Sar aa À АХАУ. А 5 $ M youth. Although the oldest health 
Vitamin С б £ tonic in the world, it is today 


rich, tasty : 
e UE manufactured by Dabur in a modern, 
compound in hygienic and fully automated factory. 
1 LE IDET OU en TITTIES 
its natural 
form 


An Ayurvedic health tonic 


Dabur CHYAWANPRASH 


Available at all leading chemists and medical shops 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
, Saving.. _ And | 
not peculiar Andhra Bank | 


to man alone. 4 Y has further 
refined it. 


There are many examples for all his needs, is 

of savers in nature. The Andhra Bank. Through 
beaver for instance saves а range of schemes 
and stores food for the tailor-made to suit 
needy day. everyone in the family. 
Man, with his superior 


intelligence, has extended Our Schemes : 


the range of saving. eKalpatharuvu e Bhagyalakshmi 
Saving auite a few e Kiddy Bank e Samraksha 
essentials. e Samkshema ° Janasahaya 

And money, most e Gruhakalpa e Karshakasahaya 
important of all. e Social Security Scheme 
Helping him save money for Women e Cash Certificate. 


Andhra Bank 
- the bank responsive to people's needs. 


A 
-An ra 
Bank Ltd. 


Baavers - of the hundreds of 


KIRON/AB/79-2 


rodents, the most superior is the 
beaver, It ia known for its 
kher pd a ees Regd. & Central Office: 
ung = H . 
трна t probably te Sultan Bazar, Hyderabad-500 001 
beaver that taught man to Chairman: О. SWAMINATHA REDDY 


dams. 


um, Hazratganj.Lucknow ____ 
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The fun 
never fades 
v With —— 
«5 dick „= 


Snap up all the fun coming 
your. way at picnics, parties, 
birthdays, holiday trips. 

It costs less than you think. 
And it's fun all over again, 
when you've kept it all with 
just a "Click". Keep a 

Click handy. Contact your x ; 
nearest Agfa-Gevaert dealer. Thelaimcendisheat cameras: 


Distributors: 

Agfa-Gevaert India Limited 
Regd. Office: 

Merchant Chambers, 

41, New Marine Lines, 


Г 7 Bombay 400 020. ; 
| a A ee | 
| 3 Click Ill~ Click IV 
< (8) Registered Trademarks of Agfa-Gevaert, Antwerp/Leverkusen. 7 SIMOESIAGIUTS | 
Е м : 
; 
ET 
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Our tastes ji $i | 
e | 
are simple. Ше | 
| ЕВЕМЕ | 
We оп y wear Sutting/Shirting | 


th [ They're the best 
e es e The Technological Institute of Textiles, Bhiwani. 


MAPP/TIT/1146 


CC-0. In Public Domain. 


a] 


| 


emer gorge it: 


Natu£etiised Roc ateuu p oundetion Trust, Delhi and eGangotri 


Dd Tain Elvey 


E  » . thefairness cream 


= Se. 


makes you 


noticeably fairer 
... Natures own gentle way. 


Fair & Lovely contains a unique 
ingredient that works within 
your skin to reverse the process 
of darkening—naturally, gently, 
safely. It thus makes you 
noticeably fairer in 6 weeks of 
daily use. 


uai € Levely -the gente way to afairer skin. 


LINTAS-FALOV-9-2415 
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COTTON 
AND 
POLYESTER 
DRESS 
FABRICS 


ACHIORS reme Je biete. dl Ime s 
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D Bund FOR. BANKERS CHEQUES ON INDIA: 


Б есета RUNS m 
ASON CANINE © 
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N 
M 
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| | 


State Bank’s | | C | | 
new Rs. 1000/- че ! | 


Travellers Cheque. 


1 
© Also available in denominations ` | | 
of Rs.50, Rs.100 and 
Rs.500 from over 7300 
Offices of State Bank of India 
and its Associate Banks. 


e Issued and encashed free of 
charge. 


e Money back guarantee (if lost 


or stolen) from the offices of issue. 8 
e Simple to use: no identification ; 


required while encashing. 
* Valid for an indefinite period. 


| ® Cashable at over 25,000 outlets 
all over India. - 


. State Bank : 
Travellers Cheques 
The money you simply 
cannot lose. 


State Bank 


Le t’ 5 соте closer Raa Centenary celebration 0 coupon are E at all DIL Sd urban branches: 


2 m 
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Leonard keeps 
kababs succulent 
in Cairo 


= Leonard chills 
masala milk 
in Madurai 


X oie wi 
«e Leonard 


while stocks last! 
Contact your nearest dealer. 
Offer fimited to Western, Easten and. 
Southern India and Eastern U.P. only. 


Leonard keeps 
Gracie smiling 


inGoa = 


Leonard serves millions of When Leonard owners are 
families around the world. asked about their refrigerators, 
Its dependable compressor they just smile. After all what 
and new ingenious defrost more need we say about a 
system guarantee you long, friend of the family. 
trouble-free service. 


Leonard 5 


Since 1881. Trusted the world over. 


" Another quality product from © 
Е BLUE STAR 
5 Leaders in refrigeration 
* New Delhi « Calcutta « Madras * Ahmedabad • Vadodara « Pune * Kanpur « Indore 
ETERNA E ert « Bangalore • Cochin * Secunderabad « Visakhapatnam, — 
ranches. 
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4 The night Kishore Kumar 


brought the house down 


at Los Angeles! 


А Kishore Kumar show is an 
experience. He sings. He acts. He 

` entertains. Above all, he thrills 
his audience. 


‘His show at the Pasadena Civic 
Centre, Los Angeles was one of his 
` best. HMV has captured this 
“exéiting performance on a multi-track 
-stereo double album to take you 

right into the concert hall. : 

You're sure to give Kishore Kumar Featuring Mera Jeevan Kora 

a standing ovation! Mana Janab Ne Pukara Kagaz (Kora Kagaz) 


Nahin (Paying Guest) N e Es 


P. 
| 
{ 
B 
j 


Kishor e Kumar. VER UEM n Ki Rani Mere Naina Sawan ; ! 

Th h d e e Chingari Koi Bhadke Bhadon (Mehbooba) . | 

2 efirst Indian artiste ir Prem) Meri Pyari Ваа 
С to be awar. ded (Funtoosh) å ...and many more | 
he cov ТҮ Kishore Kumar Live at Los Angeles | 

| eted gold disc now on a multi-track С ы | | 


inthe USA. Double Album. At your HMV dealer. 
| er” коле 


#2 J The Gramophone Company 
LAA of India Limited 


GC 3388 
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WIP'Carry-ons. 
They carry оп Regardless ! 


That one-day business! When it's got 


NES E on Uc to be done...overnight! 


‘V.P. Executive Twin. 
A briefcase cum overnighter with It you're a night bird, rush out 
or the ‘V.I.P. Overnighter. 


two completely independent О 
Now that's а decision you 


compartments. The price? 
don't have to sleep over!) 


Just Rs. 205. The hinged divider 
cleverly doubles as a writing shelf. It makes a strong case for style 
as well as convenience. 


One side is for files, papers, as wel nvenien 
ere's a useful divider... 


calculator...the works. 
The other is strictly personal. stay-put айар E a handy 
toilet case. For all the value 


Now, what you carry 
is your business! you'll get, at Rs. 280, it's a 
dream! 


` For every short trip, 
eo ‘VIP’hasa : 
long-term answer !« 
» 


Prices are inclusive of 
all taxes and duties. 


It's the widest 
range of Carry-ons! 


‘V.I.P.’ offers you the largest 
choice. Six exciting shapes 
and sizes. Twelve lovely 
colours. Beautiful styling. 
Each model is compact, 
enough for an Airbus flight. 
Or a quick car or train trip. 
All are made of tough 
polymer. With sturdy locks 
and hinges. And have the 
exclusive 'V.I.P.' quality of 
being able to carry on ...an 
on... Regardless! 


spells class. 
Anywhere 
in the world. 


BLOW PLAST LIMITED, 
P.O. Box No. 9145, 
Bombay 400 025. 


кузле" Se 


Sista’s-BP-639/79 
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FROM THE START 
Amulspray— India's most 
popular baby food 


More mothers using baby food, choose 
Amulspray, than any other baby food. 
Because Amulspray is 9 perfectly balanced 
9 vitamin-enriched 9 easy-to-digest 

* dissolves easily 


Breast-feeding is Natural... 
Remember, mother's milk is by far the best 
for baby. It is extremely difficult to substitute 
for breast milk, 

All mothers, therefore, should feed their : 
infants at the breast as long as the quantity 
of milk remains adequate. 

However, if your breast milk is not sufficient 
for baby, start him on Amulspray. 


62/9-V-dSV 


FREE Informative Amul Baby Book and Взіати Gr 
Baby Book also in Hindi, Marathi, Gujarati, Bengali, 
write to Post Box No. 10124 Bombay 400 001 with your complete address and 
Re. 1.00 postage stamps. А 
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Amulspray starts 
only Balamul he 


owth Record Booklet in English. 
Tamil, Telugu and Malayalam. 


7-0.-In.Public Domain ОР State Museum, Hazratganj. Lucknow — . 


3rd MONTH ONWARDS 
Balamul as well 


No other solid food is good enough for your 
Amulspray baby. 


Why a specially prepared, balanced, 
solid food after 3 months? 


Because your baby is growing so fast! 


He doubles his birth weight in 6 months— 
his brain is 80% developed by three years. 
Milk alone is not enough. Your baby needs 
proteins, vitamins and minerals in a balanced 
form — that only Balamul ideally provides. 


Balamul—specially created for the 
Indian baby 

Balamul has been specially formulated with 
the help of the Central Food Technological 
Research Institute, Mysore and tested at the 
Christian Medical College, Vellore! 


Balamul—more nutrition, more value 
at least 25% more protein than other 
branded cereal foods 
more calcium, Vitamin A and C 
fortified with balanced quantities of fat, 
iron and Vitamin B Complex 
pre-cooked in milk. Easy-to-digest 


delicious, mixes easily with: dal, mashed 
fruits, puddings 


Balamul gives TWICE the value for your 
money than any other branded cereal 


Marketed by: un 
Gujarat Cooperative Milk Marketing 
Federation Limited, Anand. 
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Like father, 


Maltova 


The delicious energy drink for an action-packed life. 


Chuni Goswami, Sudipta 
Goswami. Illustrious father, 
illustrious son, Generations 
bound together by undying 
family traditions like love for 
football, zest for action, 
that special taste of what is 
now MALTOVA. 

And, like Chuni, Sudipta 
too knows that Maltova's 
body-building proteins, health- 

. sustaining vitamins and minerals 
make for an active body. Give 


that extra burst of energy to 
succeed. And emerge the 
winners. No wonder, Chuni has 
a record of leading his home 
team to victory in every major 
tournament, representing India 
in over 80 international 
matches, and captaining India 
Olympics 1 And Sudipta: 

is on the threshold of an 
exciting tomorrow. 


O0gms 
Rs.13.99 ү 


Local Taxes Extra 


X ASP/JIL-11-23.16 


JiL se 
JAGAT]IT INDUSTRIES LIMITED for that special taste of success. 
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The top-flight tyre 
for top-flight men 


iws time 


ive is . zm 
Power-Driv ў 
ular with у a. signed tread 

eu total safety- 


GOODf YEAR 


So good on the roa 


Get Goodyear Power-Drive to 
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BRINGS YOU GLASS & XTAL FERRITE HEAD CASSETTE STEREO DECK 


COSMIC 


GLASS & X' TAL 


Ea FERRITE HEAD 


* ‘No Hiss’ noise reduction system. 

* Any kind of tape can be used- 

Low Noise, Cr-O2 or Fe-Cr 

* Superior S/N ratio and wide 

dynamic range GX head * Added 

convenience with memory rewind 

* Peak level indicator responds 

immediately to input * Tape run 

indicator lamp * Tape end 

safety feature and full release 

automatic stop mechanism 

* Self-lock pause button 

* Limiter circuit prevents 
overlevel recording 


TAMIL NADU: KARNATAKA: 
NUSOUND 


STEREO SOUND CENTRE, 
7, Woods Road, Mount Road, 
MADRAS-600 002. 

Phone: 82599 


BANGALORE-560 002. 
Phone: 24048 * 


_ CC-0. In Public | 


42, Narasimharaja Road, 


Tape speed 14 Ips. 

Frequency response 30Hz to 
14,000 Hz (+ 3 d B) using Low 
Noise Tape: 30Hz to 16,000 

Hz (+ 3d B) using Cr O2 Tape 
30Hz to 17,000 Hz (+ 3 d B) 
using Fe-Cr Tape 

Wow & Flutter Less than 0.19% 
(DIN 455000) Less than 0.07 %° 
WRMS (NAB) 

Distortion Less than 1.5% 
(1,000 Н2'0'\/ О) using Low 
noise Tape 

Heads (2) One GX Recording 
Playback head. One erase head 


For mirror-image sound reproduction 


TRADE REPRESENTATIVE AND SERVICE CENTRE 
MADHYA PRADESH: 


NORTH INDIA: 
HIMSONS ELECTRONICS. 
12, Angoori Bagh Market, 
Delhi-110 006. 

Phone: 269105/278228 


EASTERN. REGION: 
DUNICS, 

113/ 4. Hazra Road 
CALCUTTA-700 026. 
Phone: 481338 


GXC-39D 


STEREO CASSETTE 
TAPE DECK 


Manufacturers: ` 


cosmic RADIO 


` Bombay-400 093. *Tel: 573361162 | 
*GRAMS: "SOLIDSTATE 


Distributor: 


COSTRONICS - 


P.B. NO. 9402 BOMBAY-400 093. 


MUSIC PALACE, 
82, Kothari Market, 
M. G. Road, INDORE. 
Phone: 38857 


GUJARAT: 


- Joglekar Building, 


MUMTA TRADERS, 


Anandpura, BARODA. 
Phone: 63593 _ 


erst retener 
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Save | 
a little regularly, 
and everything 
you've 
always dreamt 


of is yours. 


LEARN ART | 
THROUGH POST 


The art of drawing can be learnt in just 
2 years time, sitting at your home, 
through post, at the cheapest rate with 
attractive lessons. 

It is being taught in 5 languages namely | 
English, Hindi, Tamil, Malayalam & Telugu} 


| For all details please contact. 


SANTHANU'S CHITIRA | 
VIDYALAYAM | 


=й C/o. CHITIRAKULLAN (S) 
А, CHINTADRIPET | 
MR MADRAS- 600 002. 


} Phone: 846148 


STRENGTH 
& ENERGY 


in every 20-day Paek. 


. Allahabad Bank's 
Recurring Deposit Scheme 
makes it possible. 


The best thing about this Scheme is 
that you can choose your own monthly 
deposit sum. From a minimum of 
Rs. 10/- to a maximum of Rs. 1,000/-, 
over a period of 1 to 10 years. 

So you save and earn with no great 
effort. And what you finally get 
back could be as much as 50% more 

` than what you've deposited... .* 
perhaps more ! Making it possible for 
you to buy what you've always dreamt of, 


For details, drop in at your nearest 
Allahabad Bank branch. 


Only OKASA, with a high- powered 
combination of 6 bio-chemicals, 6 minerals, 
10 essential vitamins and rare herbal extracts 
like Ashwagandha and Yohimbine helps you 

get the most out of life. Start on OKASA 
today and feel the difference yourself. 
Now in a handy new pack 


OKASA 


_ Available at all leading chemists. 
For a free booklet on OKASA write to: 


- OKASA CO. PVT. LTD. : 
Post Box.No. 396, Bombay 400 001. 


ALLAHABAD BANK - 


Your Own Bank 


028 


(A Government of India шадан) z 
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What colour of Ink P 
should uou use! 


Black is beautiful 


Formal and dignified, black 
is a tower of strength and 
the accountant's favourite 
colour. When deep and 
glossy, it can be a very 
beautiful colour. 


True blue 


The ideal executive mixes 
sensitivity with fervour, a 
desire for pleasure with 

an ability to perform. That's 


The brave and the bold 


Red is warm and courageous. 
denotes a love for adventure 


ч 3 and a capacity for endurance. 
Chelpark (And indeed, accountants 
need lots of endurance when 


red shows up on their books.) 


true blue. Chelpark's 
Permanent Blue. 


Impetuous and daring 


Nothing is more 
unconventional than a blend 
of blue and green, Turquoise 
is full of quick enthusiasms, 

rapid decisions and has an 
open, honest personality 


Green is gorgeous 


Emerald Green is deep, rich, 
passionate and unshakeable. 
Denotes an easygoing 
person, slow to anger and 
fond of companionship 


Authority and enthusiasm 


When blue and black 
combine, the result is both 
responsible and responsive. 
Blue-Black denotes a man 
who is clearly his own boss. 


Vie re 


Captain's colour 


Crimson is for the true 
warrior, violet for the wise 
leader. Chelpark's new 
Crimson Violet marks the 
captain who leads men in 
times of both peace and war 


CCL-1109 


The regal touch 


Truly royal tastes are always 
reflected in Royal Blue — 

the choice of unselfish, 
high-minded people all over 
the world. 


| Ce 


Che 


Discover easy-flow, Chelpark with Cleen-X is Ó— | 
non. clog Chelpark. Bo mandase o iematonalsondorasoy BERRA our NEW RAME 
In eight magnificent colours. SEINE BO 04i. x. is the same great wk 


Bengal Chemical's 
AQUA 
РТҮСНОТІЅ 


Bengal Chemical's Aqua Ptychotis 
IEEE OL contains concentrated. Ajowan 
HONAN WATER water. It works right through your 
EM system and helps to cure diarrhoea, 
мих e о-н dyspepsia, flatulence, acidity, indi- 

UN. gestion etc. Absolutely safe. Сап. 
be used regularly as a preventive. 


Suitable for all ages. 
Keep a bottle handy. 
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BENGAL CHEMICAL 


(Management under Govt. of India) 


| 

| 

| 

| 

| 

Use 
| 

| 
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A FAMILY FAVOURITE FOR OVER 60YEARS 
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26 figha's tried and tested love. 


"| discovered Nippo's perfect. 
, Only one in a million Nippo 

s batteries can go wrong . 
because their quality testing 
is accurate. And, Nippo's 
top-seal intrigued me. 
Imagine being 100% sure the 
super power is all there, fresh 
and unused. Some Nippo 
batteries are metal-clad and 


P 


Top-seal batteries 


аа Super power backed by technology 
i C from National of Japan. 
| TheNippo range: batteries to suit every application... every pocket 
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High-protein health 
Body-building goodness 
Vital nutrition 


A taste your family will love... 


| Ж. Try | 
Mealmaker 


today! 


Pep up your health! It’s completely vegetarian! 


Mealmaker is rich in soya protein —the best and Mealmaker is 100% vegetarian. When added to any 
most efficient source of vegetable protein. dish, because it is high in protein, it makes every 
It fills the vital protein gap in a normal Indian diet. Mealmaker dish a highly nutritive one. 


250 f Mealmak tains as much protein TRUM d 
as 29 litres of milk or 1 kg of Futon or 24 eggs. Great for meat-eaters too! 


Only Mealmaker can give you such nutrition Though vegetarian, Mealmaker blends perfectly 
with such: economy! with meat. Extend meat dishes with Mealmaker— 
serve it every day and stay within your budget. 


And low in fat. Mealmaker has practically no fats, 


cholesterol or saccharides, which makes it the ideal Y 
^S food for the whole family. „and tasty, tasty, tasty: 


Your family will love the taste of Mealmaker. 
Remarkably versatile, Mealmaker absorbs the spicy 
flavour of any dish. Mealmaker makes a. delicious 
variety of vegetarian and non-vegetarian dishes — 
and sweets, too. Look for the recipe leaflet in 
every pack. 
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for great-tasting nourishment. 
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| For mothers who carea little more, — 
the more effective antiseptic. 


В 
i 


&Savlon 
| kills more germs_more kinds of: 
germs- more effectively. 


When your child has a cut, burn or abrasion, protect him 
with today's most effective antiseptic-Savlon. 

Because Savlon destroys germs which 

others don't touch. Savlon kills the dangerous 

. Gram-positive type of germs and even the resistant 
Gram-negative germs, thus preventing sepsis and disease. 
Change for the better. Change to Savlon. 
Gentle, soothing and powerful Savlon. 
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| OO UP 
Today’s most advanced antiseptic i 


® Registered Trade Mark of Imperial Chemical Industries U. K. 
Licensed Users; The Alkali and Chemical Corporation of India Limited, 


СС-0. In Public Domain. UP. State. Museum, Hàzratganj. uc 


LE DO Ca 


i 
i 
$ 
i 
5, 
| 
z 
3 


Digitized by Sarayu Foundation Trust, Delhi and eGangotri 


Assisting twice the numberof  . 
smallscale units than others, proves 
we aren't just another bank! 


It is a fact that, on an average, our branches 
support twice the number of small scale 
units than other banks. Or, more precisely, 
our figure is 36 small scale units ' 

per branch, compared to 18 for others. 


4H Taking Small Scale Industries on the double! 
|^ Between 1975 and 1976, our small scale 

units account almost doubled— | 

from 12,381 to 23,706 —on to 27,886 

| in 1977—to 32,175 in 1978. 

| | |I A remarkable jump from only 750 

re | at the time of nationalisation. | 
T The number of retail trade 


| 

| | accounts, too, almost doubled 
| from 11,718 in 1975 to 21,333 
in 1977—on to 24,433 in 1978. 
Ий! 1/8th: our big credit i 
Today, 1/8th of our credit 
goes to the small scale 
f sector alone. Х 


Indian Bank 


Helps build your fortune 


i CC-0. In Public Domain. UP State Museum, Hazratganj. Lucknow 


In fact, from the time of nationalisation 
to the end of 1978, our outstanding advances 
have recorded a phenomenal increase 
of 539.4395. 
We aren't just another bank 
As you can see, the small scale sector 
is a big scale operation with us...On the 
other side of the coin, we happen to be 
one bank that's having well over 62% 
of its deposits on long term duration— 
a sure proof of customer loyalty. 
All of which explains why we are 
not just another bank. 


Indian Bank 
` H.O.: 31, Rajaji Road, 
Madras-600 001 
Buy Rajaji coupons, available 
at a os urban an 
rural branches (rural branches 
in Tamil Nadu only). 
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_ Of Energy... Power... Life. All visible 
inthe Sun. Man’s sinews. The gushing 
_ wind. The roaring waters. All linked 
_ together. All part of man's dreams 
_ towards prosperity. 
Prosperity and Power. In quest of which 
man has scaled new heights. Power for 
iS machines and homes. Power from 
ture. From the depths of the mighty 
ers that flow through Karnataka. 


a pioneer in hydel power. 
ihe Shivasamudram Power 


ivelled 147 kms. to Kolar_the 
ransmission line in the world. 


MYSORE 
POWER ^ 
pili 


a 


loRPORATION tro. | 


ilable 
yan and 
anches 


Regd Office: 
Bharatiya Vidya Bhavan, 


/1447/С 


Mysore Power Corporation Ltd. 


Race Course Road, BANGALORE-560 001. -— 


In 1970, the first Corporation in the 
country to construct, own, operate and 
maintain Power Projects in Karnataka [| 
was born— Mysore Power Corporation Ltd, 1 
To accelerate the process of 
development. To put Karnataka on the 
threshold of a new prosperity V it any 
wonder that there is now a new wav of 
spelling Progress. МУРДАН! 


Which again speaks of ow: philosophy. 
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Extracts from “Prison Diary” 


Y world lies in a shambles all 
“X around me, I am afraid I shall 
not see it put together again in my 
| lifetime. Maybe my nephews and 
| nieces will see that. Maybe. | 
Here was I trying to widen the 
horizons of our democracy. Trying to 
do it mainly by involving the people 
more intimately and continuously in 
the processes of democracy. This in 
two ways. Опе, by creating some 
kind of machinery through which 
there could be a measure of consul- 
tation with the people in the setting 
up of candidates, Two, by providing 
|.a machinery—the same machinery as 
in One aboye would have done— 
.|- through which the people could keep 
a watch on their representatives and 
"demand good and honest perfor- 
mance from them. These were the 
iwo drops of essence that I wanted 
to distil out of all the clang and cla- 
mour of the Bihar movement. And 
here I am ending up with the death 
of democracy. Where have my cal 
culations gone wrong?. (I almost said 
“our” calculations, but that would 
be wrong. I must bear the full, the 
whole, responsibility.) I went wrong 
in assuming that a Prime Minister 
in a democracy would use all the 
normal and abnormal laws to defeat 
a peaceful democratic movement, but 
would not destroy democracy itself 
and substitute for it a totalitarian 
system. (July 21, 1975), 


66 TAL Revolution is our slogan; 
: Future history belongs to us." 
Wil this now remain an irony of 
history? All jee huzurs, cowards and 
sycophants must be laughing at 
us. “They dared to get at the stars 
but descended into hell", this is how 
they may be ridiculing us. But only 
those who sought to get at the stars 
have achieved anything in the world, 
maybe at the cost of their lives. 
Instead of total revolution, we find 
today the dark clouds of total 
counter-revolution encircling us. It is 
a feast day for the owls and jackals 
whose hoots and growls we hear ‚оп 
all sides. But, howsoever dark the 
ш may be, the dawn is bound to 
. But will the dawn follow all b 
itself? Апа shall we simply eae 
arms crossed? If social revolution 
were just to follow the revolutions of 
nature, there would have been no 
place for human effort, for social pro- 
gress and change. What then are we 
to do? The answer is: “They who 
raised that slogan and sang that song 
must one е ho 
And the first to 
be the one who was the der. 
Doubts have been set at rest; the 
decision has 
1975) 


kiss the altar 


to sacrifice themselves.- 
1 ist 
eir leader." | 


been taken. (August 7, E, 


p one of her statements Mrs Gandhi, 
speaking obliquely about me and 
my colleagues in the movement, said 
that for us the students could do no 
wrong; they could burn down buses, 
commit other kinds of violence and 
scenes of rowdyism, but (for us) they 
were sacred, nothing could be said 
against them, etc. etc. Now I have 
decided not to comment any more on 
Mrs Gandhi's sayings, but on this 
point I must say something because 
the students have played a vital role 
in both the Gujarat and Bihar move- 
ments and they are likely to play a 
greater part in the future...In mosi 
cases of violence, police provocation. 
sometimes in extreme and indecent 
forms, was the spark. Be that as it 
may, the bulk of the students parti- 
cipating in the Gujarat movement 
believed in and adhered, to peaceful 
methods. (September 1, 1975) 


F India and the Indian people have 

to be put through totalitarian гї 
gours in order to be taught the virtue 
of discipline, that virtue would be 
found at the first test to have beena 
mere vencer. Discipline is a quality of 
individual and group behaviour which 
has to be inculcated and nurtured in 
an atmosphere of freedom, ie. in a 
condition in which there is a choice 
of action. In this process, especially 
in a society like ours in which politi- 
cal power and politics occupy such a 
dominant position (which is but a. 
fact regrettable) the inculcation of 
discipline depends, more than on 
anything else, on the behaviour of 
those in power and .Goyernment. 


(October 1, 1975): 


Довар did something miracul 
ous for some years. It appeared 
as though a new Gandhian process of 
social change and reconstruction has 


But after his stormy 
eriment, not even mild 
to speak of mighty 
dan, Gram-Swarajya 
or any other constructive experiment. 
Later, he withdrew into his inner 
self, and started the experiment of. 
‘action’ in the form of ‘inaction. To 
date this does not seem to have borne 
fruit." But what is a period of 10 or 
20 years in history? Meanwhile, the 
country is heading for a downfall, not 
only moral but also the economie 
social and cultural degradation 0 a 
least 40 per cent of the Indian people 
who live below the poverty line, One 
is reminded here of а statement 0 
Bapu who, while defining democracy, 
had said that it did pot only mean à 
Government established by the 
cople’s vote; it also meant that the 
ople ‘the power to oust their 

id unworthy to rule. 
st ceased to exist 


emerged. 
Bhoodan exp 
breeze blew, not 
“storm” of Gram 


t 
nen 


* CC-0. Public Domain. UP. 


in India today. The pyramid of thd 
political structure still stands on ifj. 
apex. The same is true of the educa j 
tional and almost all other spheres || 
public activity. It is a tragic sto 
S beggars description. (October 


I HAVE been saying that total rej 

* volution is a combination 0! 
seven revolutions — social, economic! 
political, cultural, ideological or in 
tellectual, educational and spiritua 
This number may be increased 9 
decreased, For instance, the cultural | 
revolution may include educational il 
and ideological revolutions. Апа ifl 
culture is used in an anthropological} 
sense, it can embrace all other ref) 
volutions. But what we understand 
by culture in the context of a prim 
tive society is not generally the sam 
as in the context of a civilised societ 
Likewise, social revolution in the i 
Marxian context covers economic andl 
political revolutions and even тоге. 
than that. This is how we can reduc 
the number to less than seven. An 
we can add to this number by break 
ing up each of the seven revolutions 
into different categories. 
revolution may be split up into in 
dustrial, agricultural, technologic 
revolutions, etc, Similarly, intellec] 
tual revolution may be split up into} 
two — scientific and philosophica 
Even spiritual revolution can be look- 
ed upon as part of the cultural. Апай 
so on. The important thing is tha 
the technical words that we use mus 
be clearly defined. As we know, th 
main difficulty in understanding Ше 
Gita is semantic. The Gita has used |!% 


certain words giving them its own f 


meaning; for instance, 


the word | 
‘Yajna’. (October 7, 1975) : 


OULD you listen to the advice o! 

such a man? Please do not des: | 
troy the foundations that the Fathers | 
of the Nation, including your nobl 
father, had laid down, There is noth 
sing but strife and suffering along the 
path that you have taken. You ш 


erited a great tradition, noble values |f 


and a working democracy. Do n 
leave behind a miserable wreck 0 
all that. It would be put togeth 
again. I have no doubt. A peopl 
who fought British imperialism _and | 
humbled it cannot accept indefinitely 
the indignity and 5 

E The. spirit, of man C 
never be vanquished no matter hi 
deeply suppressed. In establishi 


: dictatorship you haveg 
your personal [dt S rise from | 


ied it deep. But 1H Tis 
aure s Even i Russia it is slow: 
ly coming up. (From a letter to 
Prime Minister Indira Gandhi, dated 


July 21, 1975). 


| 
Economie| : 


i 


shame of totali- ү 
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know, the |j » 
ading their: 
1 has used 


"Oh, these salesmen say each and 
every refrigerator has some good, 
some excellent features. Maybe. 
But | don't want to take chances. 
All my friends say that Godrej 
is the best. I'll play safe and 
buy a Godrej.” 


advice of 
) not des: 
e Fathers 
our noble 
e is noth- | i. 
along the 
You in- 
ble values 
Do not 
wreck 0 
. together 
A people 
alism and | 
idefinitely 
of totali- 
man can 
atter how 
tablishing 1&7 
you have Т7 
rise from JAF - 
it is slow- S 
letter to 19 
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People trust the Godrej 
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THE KHATAU MAKANJI 

SPG. & WVG. CO. LT ii 

Regd. Offico: Laxmi Building, 6 Shoorji Vallabhdas Mr 

Bombay 400 038. 

Mill: Hnines Rond, Bycu 

Wholesale Shop: Мо! Jotha Ма 
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Cricket Books ' Sports а Game 
1 Doug Wright CRICKET SKILLS & "| 16 Max Euwe & Walter Meiden CHESS MASTER 


TECHNIQUES- A Comprehensive Guide to | V. CHESS AMATEUR Rs 9.50 


Coaching & Playing А56 · | 17 Norman Squire CONTRACT BRIDGE — HOW 
2 Narottam Puri CRICKET QUIZ Rs 6 | TO BECOME A CHAMPION As 6.50 


3 Peter Walker CRICKET CONVERSATIONS Й 18 Richard Aultman LEARN TO PLAY GOLF 
Rs 9.50 © Rs6.50 
4 Partab Ramchand GREAT MOMENTS IN 4 19 James Allen LEARN TO PLAY TENNIS 
INDIAN CRICKET As 7.50 «Rs 6.50 
Iharatan INDIAN CRICKET: THE VITAL B 20 Chris Landers LEARN TO SKI As 6.50 
ISE | 21 Mike Krein LEARN TO SWIM As 6.50 
6 Via yan Bala INDIAN TEST CRICKET: M 22Ben Cohen & Rhoda Lederer THE ABC OF 
tical Digest As 8.50 1 CONTRACT BRIDGE Rs 8.50 _. 


7 Narottam Puri SPORTS QUIZ As 8.50 I 23K О Bosen THE COMPLETE GUIDE TO POLE | 
8 Dicky | Rutnagur TEST COMMENTARY Ў VAULTING As 7.50 . 


A Diar у. of india Vs. England Rs 9.50 » 24 John Goodbody JUDO: How to Become a 
Beare a as Ro al Champion Rs 7.50 


A ODES REESE RNASE 


Your Horoscope 


9 Ajay Rai INTELLIGENCE & GENERAL 


KNOWLEDGE QUOTIENT As 5 | 1980 
10S K Sachdeva SECRET OF SUCCESS IN e e 
INTERVIEW Rs 6.50 poe Taurus, Gemini, Cancer, Leo, Virgo. Libra 


corpio, Sagittarius, Capricorn, Aquarius, Pisces. 


‘11 Ajay Rai VIKAS OBJECTIVE BOOK OF Ramakrishnasarathy, the world famous astro-pal- 
KNOWLEDGE 1980 ^s 20 mist consultant at the Ashoka Hotel, New Delhi, - 

12 SK Sachdeva VIKAS GENERAL KNOWLEDGE predicts 1589 for you. This is an astrological 
OBJECTIVE TYPE 1980 As 7 W ready reckoner that also gives your: 

13S К Sachdeva VIKAS ENCYCLOPAEDIA CF Î , General character with cues for 
GENERAL KNOWLEDGE 1980 As 22 E improvement 

14C S Bedi VIKAS GENERAL KNOWLEDGE  & o Compatibility patterns in marriage 
REFRESHER 1979 Rs 12 клет I e Fruitful dates 

15 S K Sachdeva VIKAS OBJECTI | e Astraily propitious stones 
GENERAL KNOWLEDGE 1980 As 22 S Beneficont CAN 


Included also is an initiation into Pranayama, the 


EWS Î science of breathing, and an exciting forecast of 
VIK; 1 the trends in world politics. 

Begin an adventure into the world of kno ede Rs 3 each 

by subscribing to VIKAS NEWS, our hig y \ я 

readable monthly magazine 

Annual Subscription Rs 6 Available with all leading booksellers including 
M. Gulab Singh & Sons, A.H Wheeler, Higgin- 
bothams ‘bookstalls and Vikas Model Bookshop, 
Chhatra Marg. opp Institute of Economic Growth. 
Delhi. Ashok Rajpath Chouhatta, Patra, ог write to 


Vikas Publishing House Pvt Ltd 


VIKAS HOUSE, 20/4 Industrial Area, Sahibabad, 
Distt. Ghaziabad, U.P. Phone : 205290 


d Tick the title (Serial Nos 
‚апа post the coupon to и 
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| Top Positions! p 


Mor Just Success! | | 
Неге is wie IAS Toppers say | | 


This is if Г i Extremely : 
to acknowledge thankful to | 
the help | have your magazine ~ hM 
derived from -for my getting | 
your magazine into l.A.S. _ | 


Se СТ, ТҮҮН 


E Free Books by Recorded Delivery. " 5 E 


Available at all leading news stalls or ROLE | 


COMPETITION REVIEW PVT.LTD. — 3] - 


SE Busan Kirap: Mudo Riace; New ре a 1 9008; PRS 282899 


to the subscribers of COMPETITION SUCCESS REVIEW — 
DIARY 1980-Rs.12, General Knowledge Today-Rs.6. 


TRENDS 
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in the course this year. I, E 
of my preparation being a regular L| 
for LASi e reader of 
deest: credit for this: Competition 
success of mine Success Review, 
goes to Competition found it very 
Success Review. useful. 
Hrusikesh Panda Syamal Kumar Sarkar f = 
1.A.S. TOPPER П POSITION > [| с: 
1978 IN 1.A.S. 1978 i 
To Win Top Positions In All Competitive ? 
Examinations, Read This Month And Every Month 
SINGLE M 
COPY Rs.3 
ONE YEAR 
Rs.28 Ў 
CA SNESE = «DISCOUNT COUPON»; : 
Please enrol me as subscriber for a 4 
Now Selling Over 1 00,000 Copi fes i Competition Success Review p | @ 
Ever y Month „шш! rate of Rs. 28 RI 
On the occasion of crossing sale of 1,00,000 copies, nsan NS E aet 
we offer SENSATIONAL DISCOUNT OF Rs.26 E by M.0. No Date К s ; 
on 1 year subscription (Free Books worth Rs. 18 Hs Corpetition Review Pvt. Ltd.. Н | A 
plus discount of Rs.8 on annual subscription) ` и 604, Prabhat Kiran, Rajendra Place. в "e 
; E New Delhi-110 008. = 
Ё NAME E хош а 
Е ADDRESS. — а 8 
L| a | 
LITT TOSS 
so кы и | 
Kindly add Rs.2 for despatch of € | 
BOOKS WORTH Rs.18 Mise r j 


FROM THE START 
Amulspray—India’s most 
popular baby food 

More mothers using baby food, choose 
Amulspray, than any other baby food. 
Because Amulspray is 9 perfectly balanced 
9 vitamin-enriched 9 easy-to-digest 

9 dissolves easily 


Breast-feeding is Natural... 


Remember, mother's milk is by far the best 
for baby. It is extremely difficult to substitute 
for breast milk. 


All mothers, therefore, should feed their а 
infants at the breast as long as the quantity 
of milk remains adequate. 


However, if your breast milk is not sufficient 
for baby, start him on Amulspray. 


Amulspray starts th 
only Balamul helps coni 


3rd MONTH ONWARDS 
Balemul'as well 


No other solid food is good enough for your 
Amulspray baby. 


64/9-8У-45У 


Why a specially prepared, balanced, 
solid food after 3 months? 


Because your baby is growing so fast! 


He doubles his birth weight in 6 months— 
his brain is 8095 developed by three years. 
Milk alone is not enough. Your baby needs 
proteins, vitamins and minerals in a balanced 
form— that only Balamul ideally provides. 


Balamul—specially created for the 
Indian baby 


Balamul has been specially formulated with 
the help of the Central Food Technological 
Research Institute, Mysore and tested at the. 
Christian Medical College, Vellore! 


Balamul—more nutrition, more value 


9 at least 2595 more protein than other 
branded cereal foods 


9 more calcium, Vitamin A and C 


9 fortified with balanced quantities of fat, 
iron and Vitamin B Complex 


9: pre-cooked in milk. Easy-to-digest 


9 delicious, mixes easily with: dal, m 
fruits, puddings meshed 


Balamul gives TWICE the value for your 


money than any other branded cereal 
foods 


FREE Informative Ати! Baby Book and Balamul Growth 


i " a n DONI Record Booklet in English d 
: 20 Baby Book also in Hindi, Marathi, Gujarati, Bengali, Tamil Telu Pe ГҮ 
Г 5 Write to Post Вох No. 10124 Bombay 400 001 with your complete address etd ^" б 3. Marketed by: 
j Ro. 1.00 postage stamps. ч Т? Gujarat Cooperative Milk Marketing 


Federation Limited, Anand 
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2 Between 
€*. breads . d 
ipa 2Y With : 
crackers „С^! / desserts 


Inside We se puffs... 


We're getting ourselves 
into alot of jams to please you : 


1 Mixed fruit јат Orange M-m-marmalade — 
= The choicest fruits. Made from fresh-picked 
jd get themselves into Nagpur oranges.A delicious 

ata [1 this jam. way to enjoy an orange. 

m And 4 other fruity ways Pineapple jam 

ra to toast yourself f Jem 

а, at breakfast i Guava jelly | 
or your p^ t t 
2 NOGA- ITs ONLY NATURAL! — 
ting Maharashtra Agro-Industries Development Corporation Ltd. Noga Unit, Nagpur, | Ng x 


Thank you for bearing with us. 
We are together once again as one family 
continuing our tradition of eighty years— 

blending and delivering tc your satisfaction— 

^4 the finest quality Lipton teas. j 
And now that we are back, you will find 
that Lipton tea was worth waiting for. 


^LT/PR/CAS-3/79 


The tea that was worth waiting for 


Lucknow 


LT/PR/CAS-3;79 
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The Agfa Isoly-II takes perfect 
snapshots at close range. Set 
the aperture to f/8 to get just 
the right amount of light to 
the film. Set the shutter speed 
at 1/30 second, just fast 
enough to avoid camera 
shake. Shoot from a distance 
of 3 m. on slow film—125 i 
ASA—for greater sharpness. 
The result? A perfect close-up 
every time. 


M 


Wi 
"i 


Ui 


The Agfa Isoly-Il is a great 
all-round camera. You simply 
adjust settings, distance and 
film to freeze a sports scene 
forever, capture every detail. 
near or distant, of a 
landscape or take a perfect 
picture in dim, soft light. 


The Agfa Isoly-Il is built to 
German specifications and 
undergoes over 100 exacting 
tests. See this fine camera 


‚ Soon at your friendly Agfa 


dealer. i V 


|! 

| 

Distributors: 

AGFA-GEVAERT INDIA LIMITED 
Branches: Bombay • New Delhi 
Calcutta * Madras : 


(S) Registered Trademark of Agfa-Gevaert, 
Antwerp/Leverkusen. Manufacturers of 


.Photographic Products. 


i 


` $9IsOLY-Il 


for professional results. 


SIM 
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Suvega: still at the top ~ in mopeds 


© „. Only from Suvega: "balanced" 


И -) design for greater stability and 
SS 4i front/rear suspensions for a 
27 > Kp smoother ride. 


з 


Suvega is the only Moped that offers a 
specially balanced, internally reinforced, 
frame design. And the result? Extra safety, 
stability and road gripping power. Even 
with extra load or a pillion rider on! 


What's more, Suvega's unique front and 
rear suspensions absorb road shocks— 
which means comfortable ride everytime. 
Plus all these star features: 

e Hard-chromed aluminium alloy cylinders 


MOPEDS for longer life and extra Kms. 
LIMITED . ie Automatic clutch for ease and economy. 
ө Needle roller bearings for smoother 
movements and longer lives of parts. 


Tirupati, Andhra Pradesh 
And Suvega is backed up by the widest 


|! d D. iL. x ^ 2 
Erw PT TEN а E after-sales-service network and all-India 
Everything a moped should be UNE availability of spares. 


SAA/MIL/434 


One Saridon quickly. 
eases headache 
away, Leaves you 

relaxed and refreshed. 
Sometimes however, 
a headache can be 
so severe or stubborn 


Sarid ' The strong one. TI 
_ Just one is enough 


CC-0. In Public Domain. UP State Museum, Hazratganj. Lucknow 
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books for pleasure. gifts to treasure 


11.YOGA 28 DAY EXERCISE PLAN 


Robert Hittleman has: distilled the 
essence of Yoga wisdom into a unique 
28-day system. Over 509 superb black 
& white photographs illustrate move- 4 
ments in a way everyone can understand j 6 
and practíco Yoga the perfect way. | үре po сеш 
. 224 pages. | +=) of the history of the 
[- modern world—the 
period of two centuries 
following the American 
and French Revolutions, 
during which the world 
as we know it to-day 


/ 


14.THE ENCYCLOPEDIA 
OF MODERN HISTORY. 


1 MY OWN COLOUR p 
DICTIONARY 


A lively.book, suitable 4 
for young children who E. 
are beginning to read 
for themselves, but who 
need the help of really 
first class art work to 


recogniso some ДАНЫ 1 ЖШ Pese 057 | took shape. The 
most common words "e - > Y^ TUS movements, crisis, ў 
they meet іп their A^ | political changes and | 


everyday life 
54 pages 
350 illustrations 


influential persons are 
described in straight 
forward terms. 352 pages. 
" 250 colour and 250 bia k 
Rs. 32.20 j and white illustrations. 


Rs. 82.80 


12ART TREASURES 
OF THE WORLD f£ 
A desérvedly popular Ё 
survey of the most D 
outstanding máster pioces 


E in the evolution of E N 

2 1,000 GREAT LIVES h painting, sculpture and Ё ДУ, > ү; AM КЕ Еос ое 
* E „ architecture, from @ (Y ; 

80 Gro Ma ume > primitive times to the ^ 1 | This highly illustrated , 
us _ reat Events. 20th century. Ё || and comprehensive ; 
This ran exc nae 288 pages. 286 colour [| book explains the 
dell told t КШ aen. 253 Black & Ж Pozza || aesthetic principle ^ 
мнага hite illustrations f | underlying successful 


flower gardening 

| and suggests many 
[| effective planting 

| 1 schemes as well as 
1 givin full cultural 

Î details for hundreds 
of plants. 


thousand famous 0 2 
poople—a children's "t y Rs. 146.28 


who was wha. et ANATOMY 


320 pages. Full colour 
and two colour OR THE ARTIST 


illustrations throughout. ME И] A superb book of lastin 


i ies: zx - valua to Art students ап 
Also in tho series : Rs. 59.80 each. those Interested in Art. ] Qua AED colour 
A 3.1,00C GREAT EVENTS Full of specially commis- i illustrations. 


sioned drawings of the 
very highest quality. 
192 pages. 180 black & 
white illustrations. 


1&ALL ASIAN 
COOK BOOK 


This superb, profusely 
. | illustrated Ham! 
Available at all book shops. cookbook contains 
For VPP Post Free supply write to : DEDE 500 "n M 
| "T : 
THE MACMILLAN COMPANY O INGIA іто.. | y. Lng countries, eK 
° tile House, Magazine Street, | pages. colour 
S Reay Road (East), Bombay-400010 "illustrations; «» b. 
294, Bepin Behari, Ganguly Street, Calcutta-700012 Щ 
„21, Patullo Road, Madras-600002. 


€ 2/10, Ansari Road, Daryaganj, New Dolhi-110002. 


. 91.08 

Also af BAN GALO TRIVANDRUM о" EAM : OWN BOOK 

KNOW ап Н 

LUCR g 1 OF CAKE DECORATING 
& CAKE MAKING 
This heautiful book is 
on the fascinating art of 
ORDER FORM | 7 3 Gaara Oven 
exciting caka 

Please supply Hong designs, 200 inspirin 
the following by V.P.P. POST FREE ı photographs, helpful 
sketches and mare 
than 50 photographs 
im full colour 


Т Every Girls _ 9.EVERY GIRLS BE i 128 pages. 
k ~ 


4 HERE'S MORE TELL 
ME WHY | 


А new volume in the | ' 
successful TELL ME | 
WHY series. An | 
entertaining work of | 
reference which 

rovides in simple 
orm, concise | 
answers to hundreds | # 
of questions that 
children ask. 
336 paaes. 


Also in the series : 
5.TELL ME WHY 
6.MORE TELL ME WHY Rs. 51.92 each 
7:STILL MORE TELL МЕ WHY 

& LOTS MORE TELL ME WHY 


HANDBOOK 


Packed with accurate 
and up-to-date T 
! information about 
everythingjthat interests 
que Heals & Hygiene, 
ome-making, 9 
Handicrafts, Hobbies. 
Nature Study etc. 
256 pages. Illustrations 
through out. 


18.NEW LAROUSSE 
GASTRONOMIQUE 


An alphabetically- 
arranged encyclopedia 
of cooking, wine and 
food. Recipes are 
given for both classic 
and more unusual 


EES 


ADDRESS 


Also Available: | ARET CE pages. 
і 5 colour and over 
AOPEVERY BOYIB | 1,000 Black and White # 
HANDBOOK photographs. 


) 


mU 


— iy SIDE SARA ARTA 


E REE > ; 
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Happy — pin 
E bathday {0 you ! е 


Soma . 
7] Metal Fittings 


1^ | Somany-Pilkington's 
| | Wall Tiles 


Hindustan Sanitaryware come in А 
exciting colours. Soma Metal Fittings 
with international precision. Assures 
no-leak, no-drip service. 

Elegantly styled. Guaranteed for 5 years. 
Somany-Pilkington's Wall Tiles— 

in enchanting designs and colours f 
Easy to clean. 


VITREOUS E. 
& INDUSTRIES LIMITED 
Makers of India's largest selling, lorgost 
exported bathroom equipment 


‘Soma Plumbing 
Fixtures Limited 


A wholly owned subsidiary of Hindustan Sonitaryware 


L-I HINDUSTAN SANITARYWARE | \ 


БЕ МАТЧУ ЕИ МЕТЕ 
LIMITED 


2, Red Cross Place, Calcutta-700 O01 
naa H51.794 


Stop bad breath... 
Bi fight tooth decaywith — 
Colgate Dental Cream — - 


; Brush your teeth with How Colgate's trusted | 
i Colgate after every meal: formula works j 
protects you just the = 
way dentists recommend Seneca 3 Your 
all over the world. grow in food upon 

Bacteria grow in food Peaca rapped ; 
particles left between your teeth. З Bank 
teeth. These can cause Colgate's dm d з t 
bad odour, and later— i a ee i пча 
painful decay. teaches deep to 8 сгеаї 
: remove da Е 
с So always brush the S03 particles 245 Help 
SEI right after and bacteria, т. other 
eating. It's proven most : 3 in 
effective to freshen your TA te ў indus 
breath, whiten your teeth teeth;fresh — . ў an im 
and fight decay. 


breath confidence 
protection against 3 аре! 


есау. foreic 
For cleaner, fresher breath i 
and whiter teeth more people A- pesig 
buy Colgate than | ata 
s any other toothpaste 
ea : ` in the world] vas s 
< Я h Y 7 : 
Only a dentist can give you Visit 
"s better dental care. : REIS arges 
3 | : BE. | Bord ether plus ara large: 
g erus a САНЫ Ius Е 
E ; ш 
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An anchor for the future. 


Your future security could depend a lot ‘ e 
upon how resourceful you are today. 


Bank of India extends loans to a 
number of self-employed people to 
create a living for themselves. 
Help them buy fishing boats, and 

e other accessories for the fishing 
industry in India. Which has resulted in 
an improvement in the fishing trade, 
a better way of life and more 
foreign exchange. 


{ Besides assisting with loans repayable 

| at a low rate of interest, Bank of India 

has a number of savings schemes to 

| suit your every requirement. B k f | di 

| Visit your nearest Bank of India branch an Q n la 1 
today. Secure your future with India's (A Government of India Undertaking) _ / 

largest nationalised bank. Where service makes the difference. / 


СОМСЕРТ-В01-4379 
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Must you suffer chapped skin and 
cracked lips every winter? | 


Protect yourself these four ways! 


N 


1 All those hot, steamy baths you have 
every winter morning don't help a bit. 

You end up losing vital moisture and your 
skin becomes scaly and dry. 

Bathe in tepid water if you can't stand 

the thought of cold baths. 


2i you don't have the time to oil yourself, 
this quick, simple alternative. 

After your bath, put in a few drops of 

olive oil—even coconut oil will do—into a 

mug of warm water and splash it all over 

your body. Then just pat yourself dry 

with a towel. 


3 Those winter winds raise 

a lot of dust. And dirt and cracked skin 
are a dangerous combination. 

A food home remedy is a‘maida’ and 
milk paste rubbed into the skin. 

dust see the dirt come out and your 


ELO skin glow. 


GD 9910 


4 Boroline is a must in winter, 


Massage the gentle, nourishin 
f j g cream 
into all the affected areas-your face, lips, arms, 
neck, hands, elbows, waist and feet. 
oroline helps prevent chappi 
peeling and rashes. oo 
_ It also works as an antiseptic for 


minor cuts and abrasions and 
] rotects 
cracked skin trom infection. В 


‹ 


ANTISEPTIC PERFUMED CREAM 


. BOROLINE 


Protects your skin 


G.D.Pharmaceuticals Limited  ' 


Boroline House Calcutta 700 003 


In Public Domain. UP State Museum, Hazratganj. Lucknow 
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VOLUME 7 
ISSUE 21: 
RUPEE ONE 


These are crucial times for votaries of dlalectical 
materialism. The Left movement in India having passed 
through some very difficult stages, often looking as 
ihougn it would never survive, the unexpected cnange 

of circumstances following the announcement of mid- 
term elections must appear as a splendid opportunity 

io all Left Parties to improve their standing in national 
politics. SUNDAY correspondents assess their ratings 
in the national and regional arenas 

to find how they plan to tackle 

the elections, and how good their chances are. 


The hope of a grand alliance of the Lok Dal, Congress 
and Left Parties received a severe jolt with the resigna- 
tion of H. N. Bahuguna from the Government. In a de- 
tailed exclusive interview Bahuguna outlines his differ- 
ences with Charan Singh. Also an assessment of Bahu- 
guna the politician : Was he too clever ? 


‘GUNTER GRASS, German novelist par excellence decided: 
to give himself a novel present for 
He wrote : “The Flounder”, We publish extracts describ- 
ing his visit to Calcutta where he imagines himself as a 
Vasco da Gama reincarnate. He finds, 
wants to visit the goddess Kali and see her stick out her 
tongue. Destruction obsesses him; his only solution 
for Calcutta is to wipe it out. 
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Uncovered 


HE cover story “The Film Under- 

world” (September 16) was a 
wonderful expose of whatever goes 
on behind the scenes in the industry. 
It is true that the Hindi film environ- 
ment is polluted by unscrupulous 
people to the extent that it cannot 
maintaina high standard. In helpless- 
ness, we have been forced to accept 
this as something that will never be 
changed. And we are in no position 
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even to hope for changes until the 
luminaries of the industry do a quick 
bit of revaluation. 

Shirsanka, Calcuita. 


THE article. was an eye opener, lite- 
rally and metaphorically, 
C. Jagannatham, Hyderabad. 


IT is really unfortunate that SUN- 
DAY is losing its sophisticated flavour 
by switching over to-the style adop- 
ted by some of the film magazines. 
Ashish Saha, Calcutta. 


THE story as well as the highly pro- 
vocative cover just go to show that 
your moral depravity is unlimited. It 
was none of your business to delve 
into the quagmire of Indian cinema, 
which should be the exclusive pre- 
rogative of the film magazines. Al- 
though we know full well that your 
attitude towards the three W's (wine, 
women and wealth) cannot be chan- 
ged, we persist in writing this even 
though we strongly suspect it will be 
consigned to the waste paper basket. 
Jahar Das and Kartick Chandra Das, 
Calcutta. 


YOUR cover picture was straight out 
of Khajuraho. I told my daughter 
that as she had seen the cover, she 
was lucky to have seen all of Kha- 
juraho—at the concessional rate of 
just one rupee. 

L. A. Ramanathan, Mysore. 


I DO not think your cover pleased 
many people and I hope such obsce- 


nity will not be repeated, The cover _ 
would have been widely appreciated 
if you had shown Sunny executing 
his favourite stroke instead. However, 


the cover. 
Disha Karr&k, New Delhi. 


I TORE up the cover in disgust. 
Couldn't you have put a less sugges- 
tive photo on the coyer and shitted 
the one of Rajesh and Tina into an 
inconspicuous place inside the maga- 


the article made up for the lapse оц. 


zine where it would not have been _ 


so offensive? It is astonishing that 
an esteemed weekly like SUNDAY 
should publish ‘such alluring covers. 
But I-must add that I enjoyed rea- 
ding the articles, 

Mitrojeet Bose, Ranchi. 


THE COVER smacked of vulgarism ~ 


and vulgarity and bad taste.. Why _ 
must you vie with other magazines 
on the subject of obscenity? SUN: . 
DAY has already established itself 
as a journal of very high standing 
and any attempt to increase your 
circulation by publishing such ob 
Scene pictures may even prove coun- 
ter-productive. 

N. N. Sen, Calcutta. ~ 


THANK YOU for publishing that 
photograph of Rajesh Khanna and — 


Tina on the cover. I am sure that 
other Rajesh Khanna fans must have _ 


been equally delighted to see the 
photograph of their guru on the 
cover of such a popular magazine. 
Samit Kumar, Calcutta. ^ 


Deserted, by George! 


GREAT deal of credit must go 

to Mr George Fernandes for 
organising a mass railwaymen's strike 
for the first time in India. But he 
should face the brickbats at the same 
time he receives the kudos. 


Propriety demanded Mr Fernandes' 
taking charge as Railway Minister 
when the Janata Government was 
installed in 1977. but he not only 
skipped taking the railways portfolio, 
he also stripped himself of all res- 
ponsibility to the P&T department as 
he was obviously not able to face the 
working class, whose champion he 
had once been. Perhaps he thought 
that by becoming the Industries 
Minister he could maintain his image 
of a popular leader instead of run- 
ning the risk of incurring the dissa- 
tisfaction of the railway and P & T 
workers who were at loggerheads 
with him. Again, morality called for 
the resignation of Mr Fernandes 
from the Government in the event of 
his failure to give bonus to railway- 
men or his failure to persuade the 
Union Cabinet to give them bonus. 
Yet he clung to power instead till he 
felt it was unsafe to do so on politi- 
cal grounds, 


One feels that Mr Fernandes cham- 
pioned his own cause in 1974 rather 
than that of the railwaymen. He has 
rightly said that the Railway Trade 
Union leadership is corrupt, but it is 
no more corrupt than the railway 
administration itself. And Mr Fer- 
nandes has to admit that his contri- 
bution to the eradicaion of this evil 
was nil. 

Mr Fernandes has also made some 
errors in his article. It was not at 
the insistence of the Railway Board 
that there was a; mushrooming of 
category-wise trade unions as he ar- 
gues. This was inevitable as the 
AIRF and NFIR, the two recognised 
federations, failed to deliver the 
goods. The firemen of | Southern 
Railway, disgusted and disappointed 
about their working conditions, low 
salaries and the inhuman treatment 
meted out to them by the railways 
formed the Firemen’s Council in 
1966-67. It was afterwards that the 
drivers, motormen, assistant drivers, 
shunters etc. joined the bandwagon 
which later emerged as the All-India 
Loco Running Staff Association, 

Likewise, Mr Fernandes’ contention 
that the Loco Running Staff Associa- 
tion resisted the strike move due to 
a psychosis of dwindling militancy 
but joined later is also incorrect. Mr 


Fernandes should have honestly ad- _ 


a 


mitted the fact that had the CWC of — 


the AILRSA at its meeting at Vi- 
jayawada on April 12, 1974 пої 
decided to join the strike, things 
would have been different today. 

. Fhere was nó attempt by the AIRF 
for regrouping and maintaining the 
unity of railwaymen after the strike 
as Mr Fernandes says. Instead of 
ekeeping the NCCRS (National Co- 
ordination Committee for Railway. 
men’s Struggle) intact, the AIRE 
broke it. As a result of this there 
was no proper 
after the victimised employees. Мапу 
of them starved; many lost their 
jobs permanently, many died or сот: 
‘mitted suicide, 


machinery to look - 


Ba. 


The sincerity and good intentions _ 


of Mr Fernandes are at stake. The 
railwaymen have lost faith in his 
leadership as also in’ other politi 
personalities. If at all he organise 
another strike, it will again be 
champion his own'cause and 
theirs, the railwaymen think. A 
any other strike move with 


leadership of any other political dig- 


nitary will evoke exactly the sa 
feeling from them. d 
V. К. Srikumar, Palghat (Vice | 
dent, All India Loco Running 
Association), _ : 


the 


a 


nj. Lucknow 
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it is not for the run of every mill. 
Only the more profit- conscious ones, 


Nirester texturised polyester filament yarn. 
it is a unique combination of strength and softness. 
Strong enough to withstand the rougher handling of 

even older cotton mill equipment. Yet soft enough for 
the finest fashion fabrics. 


Nirester texturised polyester filament yarn undergoes 

a very special manufacturing process. One that 

includes twisting and re-setting the individual 

filaments in the yarn. This causes the yarn to fluff up. 

The result is a tremendous increase in tensile strength. 

Better performance during the weaving process. 

| | And a unique ‘softness’ to the touch. 


Nirester texturised yarn. It feels better. It falls better. 
It takes dyes better. Naturally, consumers like its more 
sophisticated-looking finish. 


> Weave the magic of Nirester texturised filament yarn 
into your fashion fabrics. And add to its fashion appeal. 
- And your profit margins. 


irester| ча 
- | | texturised polyester ^ 


At last! A fashion filament yarn that i n't f 


CC- 0. In Public Domain. UP State. Museum, Hazratganj. Lucknow... 
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- What a letdown! 


but perhaps he is not aware of the 
hardships the general : 
at the hands of railwaymen. With the 
image of the Indian railways as bad 
as it is, how does Mr Fernandes ex- 
pect to get any public sympathy? 

_ He also seems to be ignorant of 
the magic powers -.of railwaymen, 
who outdo Gogia Pasha and P. С. 
Sorcar Jr in.sheer terms of magic. 
Apples change to bricks and pebbles 
enter stitched gunny bags containing 
rice during transportation by rail. 

R. C. Goel, Solan 


ONE fails to understand the rele- 
vance of publishing an account of 
the railway strike of 1974 five years 
after it took place, except maybe to 
buud up the image of Mr Fernandes, 
| which has been tarnished recently. 

. Aditya, New Delhi, 


THE ARTICLE made 1 
reading, although certain portions 
bring to mind the question “Is Mr 
George Fernandes loyal even to his 
trade union comrades with whom he 
has so sacredly associated himself in 
the past?” 
Siddharth Chaturvedi, Pilani, 


IN THE face of such inefficiency, 
negligence and mismanagement, the 
railways owe us, their customers, an 
explanation. Is. this the manner in 
Which they. serve the’ public? 

S. K. Gupta, Kumardhubi. 
AS A passenger who 
ding com 
—which 


illuminating 


[ has a longstan- 
Plamt against the railways 
the authorities have not had 


Criterion for an adm 
in the railways. 
P. K. Мита, Lucknow. 
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youth, students and general public: 
for their lack of interest in the rail- 
Waymen’s movement. He also chasti- 
ses them for their lack of support 


public suffer 
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Wool over your eyes 
E REPORT by S. N, Wagle on 


ticle “The fateful : abe TIEF Or 
us cuc s c Mo I DE: 
Е іп the section entitle / A 
AER usc blasts the so full of lies and mistakes th 


how it got past the editor. 
Rm reference to me, as ше 
father of Allwyn Fernandes, tha say, 
I am on the Committee for Tru h, 
Justice and Peace “based in the 2 - 
ram itself” and opposed to Fr Bede. 
That this is an utter lie will be evi- 
dent, from a pamphlet . on 
which my name appears. A perusal 
of the pamphlet will make it obvious 
to anyone that this committee is 
opposed to the Agnel Ashram Fa- 
. thers to whom Fr Bede is opposed. 
Further, this pamphlet was 
printed by Father-Bede himself and 
given to me. It was he who put my 
ame on it. 


A denial 

[E ITEM “Harijan Muslim riot 
: in Bihar Cabinet" by Arun Ran- 
jan (September 16) is purely a fig- 
ment of the author's imagination. The 
reported fighting between me and 
my esteemed colleague, Mr Mohan 
Ram in the Department of Tourism 
ds very far from the truth. : 

It is an open fact that сап be үегі- 
fied from the records of the Bihar 
Department of Tourism up to the 
date of Mr Ranjan's report that there 
has been not even one Muslim ap- 
pointed in the Department of Tou. 
rism, Government of Bihar, with the 


exception of one peon, in whose 
appointment I had absolutely no 
hand. In fact, not even a proposal 


for the appointment of a Muslim has 
been sent eith 
personnel office during this period. 
So, the charg 1 
pack the dep 


| 1 artment with 
-1s entirely un 


fo 


about when | 


ee the Department’s Officers to 
arity Mr jan’ - 
aii Ranjan’s re 
The report of the “open war” 
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о e has either succeeded in | 
Relig ME Wagle who swallowed 
everything he said without asking 
tor proof, or your correspondent gor 
everything mixed up and produceq 3 
the hotch-potch article he did that 
does not make sense to us here jn 
Bombay who are better informed 
about these things. God save SUN. 
DAY from such correspondents. : 
The least I would have expected 
of your correspondent is that . he 
cross-check the malicious allegations 
and insinuations made. I have never . 
been a devotee of the ashram at ay fo 
time in my 63 years, nor have T 3 
stepped in there or met any of the 
priests who run the establishment, or 
been associated with it in any way, 
Your correspondent's claim therefore 
is simply absurd. 
I hope you will 
fairness to me. 
Lawrence Fernandes, Bombay. 


print this letter m 


— 
between my esteemed colleague and 
myself and the report of its spillover 
amongst the officers of the two com- 
munities are equally baseless. It is a 
fact that I wanted to charge the 


Director of Tourism who was appoin-  - es 
ted during the time of my esteemed 1 m» 
colleague Mr Mohan Ram. However, da 
this had neither to do with the caste . 


of the incumbent nor with h 
been appointed in the tim 
Mohan Ram, 
Minister for 


is having: 
e of Mr 
Even before I became 
Tourism during the te. 
nure of my esteemed colleague Mr 
Mohan Ram, Mr Ram himself had 
requested the Chief Secretary to take 
back the Director's Services, The very 
fact that the replacement has been 
(a) by a- non-Muslim and (b) by a 
Person from outside the State of Bihar 
15 sufficient to establish the falsehood 
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Wonderful that anything so useful can look so good! 


A touch of glamour. A look 
of class. In a choice of sets 
and designs to suit your taste. 


Chrysal is the name for 
beauty and utility in your home. 
We call it beautility ware. And it 
comes in a choice of 
combinations—you can proudly 
own one or more sets and keep 
building up your collection. 
Because once you own a set, 
you'll want to buy more. 


In Public Domain. 


CHRYSAL - 


Chrysal is styled with several 
coats of decorative inks to keep 
it looking good as new for years. 


Chrysal is made from materjal 
specially selected for optimum 
thickness and temper so that each 
container, from the smallest to 
the largest, is built stronger to 
last longer. 

Chrysal containers come in 
sizes to suit your needs : 1 kg, 

2 kg, 5 kg and 10 kg. In addition, 
there are smart little spice cans, 
plus an attractive refreshment 
tray and cork-backed table mats ` 
to match. 

Chrysal sets come complete 
with matching shelf-stickers and 
self-adhesive labels for your 
containers. 

Chrysal is white-coated 
inside and topped with many 
layers of FDA approved, 


scratch-resistant lacquer so that . — 


it stays rustproof — and your 


Chr sal beautility for “your home from Metal 
С-Ө. : P Stat 


useum, Hazratganj. Lucknow e 


food stays fresh. 
Chrysal offers you “full 
satisfaction or your money back" 


—that's how sure "ES S 
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we are of its 
performance 
in your home. 
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The history of the Communist 
movement in India is a history 
of painful mistakes. But they 
are now getting a new 
opportunity to become an 
important factor in national 

- politics. Will they rise to 
the occasion ? 


By KEWAL VARMA 


OMRADE X: "What's 
this ‘comrades? For the 
last three days we have 
only been discussing this 
Jor that mistake we have 
made, This breastbeating will take 
us nowhere.’ Comrade Y:  "Com- 
rade, don't you know Lenin said that 
. Communists must honestly own up 
their mistakes." Comrade Z: “But 
comrade Lenin said this only for 
those Communist Parties who rarely 
made. mistakes and not for those 
Communist Parties who bave always 
been making mistakes.” That was the 
enlightening discussion this reporter 
overheard in a coffee stall at the 
Bhatinda Congress of the CPI last 
year. This history of the Communist 
movement in India is a history of 
mistakes. After 50 years of the 
movement, the two Communist Par- 
; les put together are only a marginal 
\ factor in national politics. The Com- 
; munists were the main Opposition 
; till 1962 but since then they have 
been progressively backsliding, yield- 
ing the role of the main Opposition: 
to others. Like a frog in a well, the 
CPI(M) is trapped in a world of self- 
contentment, smugness, complacen- 
cy and arrogance, within the walls о? 
pon Bengal and Kerala, 
most simplistic explanation fer 
/ all this is that Communism is à 
foreign ideology and thus cannot take 
- roots in the soil of a tradition-bound 
/ country like India, But if it ‘could 
; J strike roots in China and Vietnam, 
Nov why not in India? Similarly, the stig- 
n ma of being pro-Soviet (the CPI(M) 
has of late become as much pro-So. 
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viet as the CPI) is not a serious poli- 
tica handicap in India. After all, till 
the Revolution, Mao was called a So- 
viet agent and Ho Chi-Minh a Chinese 
agent. These spicy epithets are only 
good enough for newspapers. Politi- 
cally, they become harmful if blind 
labelling leads to the sacrifice of 
national interests. In fact, this is 
precisely what happened with the 
Communist movement 35 years ago. 
Та 1942, at the time when the na- 
tional and patriotic upsurge was at 
its height, the Communists isolated 
themselves from the national mains- 
tream. There is no denying the fact 
that in its infancy the Communist 
movement all over the world, China 
included, was guided by Comintern. 
At one time Comintern made a 
wrong assessment and concluded 
that the bourgeoisie in colonial coun- 
tries had gone over to the side of im- 
perialism and thus Gandhiji was dub- 
bed à reactionary. It was Mao who 
npposed this line of the international 
Communist movement. The Comin- 
tern corrected its position. But M. 
N. Roy, who was then in charge of 
the India desk at the Comintern, 
was personally of the view that the 
bourgeoisie had become ап ally ot 
imperialism. He thus distorted the 
Comintern policy in the course of its 
implementation in India. The uet 
effect was that Communists could not 
integrate fully with the national 
movements, Thus, despite the fact 
that a large number of Communists 
made tremendous sacrifices in the 


freedom struggle and fought many , 


a heroic battle, crowned by the Royal 
Indian Navy strike in 1945, Commu- 
nists could not adequately share the 
fruits of the freedom movement, The 
Congress carried away the bulk of 
this heritage, and the Communists 
missed the bus. 


After Independence, the biggest 
Socio-economic рае was iGugor 
agamst.icuuansm. Ine Commumsts 
ма ngnt олег siruggies agaist 
ienaausut im pockets пке Lelenugana, 
tne Lepnaga suuggie in. West Bengal, 
MaiaDar, Punjab, crc. Bur ine шап 
creat tor ine pattie against ieuda- 
lism was agay taken by ше Cop- 
gress. Wid tne apDonaon of zamin: 
aar, 20 muon  cuiuvators were 
freed of feudal ехрюпацоп. пе 
secret of the Communists’ success 
in Kerala and west beugal is траг 
they carried out the secona stage of 
the socio-economic baitie against 
semi-feuaal reiauons in tne form of 
tenancy and snarecropping. kerala 
1$ the only State wnere absentee 
landiordism has been completely 
abolished. West Bengal is closely 
following ^ Kerala's  rootsteps and 
Devaraj Urs is also going along the 
Same hnes in Karnataka, ‘That ex- 
plains hus as well as tne Communists 
strength in Kerala and West Bengal 


The tragedy of Indian Communists 
has been that on the political piane, 
wherever there is a Spontaneous 
national upsurge, they have a knack 
of remaining out ot step with tnc 
mainstream. After 1942 the second 
biggest political upsurge was the 
demonstration of democratic sent- 


CC-0. In Public Domain. 


ments in 1977. The CP{ clearly píay 
ed a treacherous role. The CPI(M) 
Played a passive role and did nat 
loin actively in the struggle agains! 

dictatorship. None of its important 
leaders was arrested during the 

mergency. The result was that 
whereas the CPI was badly mauled. 
the CPI(M) could barely retain its 
strength in the 1977 elections. The 
main beneficiaries of the Congress 
collapse at the national levél were 
the Rightist Parties. Between 1942 
and 1977 whenever there were mini- 
upsurges, the Communist movement 
was found wanting in enthusiasm. 
Even in 1978-79 the national cam- 
paign against Hindu communalism 
was articulated and led by Raj Na- 
rain and company and the Commu- 
nists аге latecomers in this cam- 
paign. The CPI(M) till the eleventh 
hour, was wavering about whether 
or not to break with the Jana Sangh- 
dominated truncated Janata. 

The most serious setback to the 
Communist movement resulted from 
its 1964 split. Differences had existed 
in the united Communist movement 


“EMS” 
on the question of whether there 


should be a tactical alliance with 
the Congress or not in carrying .out 
certain socio-econonric reforms. How- 
ever, these internal differences alone 
could not have led to the split, but 
for the split between Moscow and 


Peking. Precisely at the time the | 


Indian Communist Party split, many 
other Communist Parties in the 
world got split between Moscow and 
Peking. In India, it was not an acci- 
dent that all those who in the Na. 
tional Council of the united Commu- 
nist Party voted against the resolu- 
tion declaring China as an aggressor, 
later formed the CPI(M). The only 
dissenter was Sohan Singh Josh. 
But it must be said to the credit of 
the CPI(M) “leaders that after the 
.1967 elections they acquired self- 
confidence and began to assert their 
independence. This annoyed Peking 
which shifted its patronage from the 
CPI(M) to the Naxalites. The CPI- 
(M) for its part, also slowly drifted 
closer to Moscow. In 1968, while the 
CPI was sharply divided, the CPI(M) 
wholeheartedly supported the Sovict 
troops’ march into Czechoslovakia. In 
ideological terms, the CPI(M) is still 
sticking to Stalinism whereas the 
CPI associates itself with post-Stalin 
trends in the international Commu- 
nist movement. The CPI(M)’s atta- 
chment to Stalinism is evident from 
the fact that it celebrates Stalin's 
birthday more enthusiastically than 
even Moscow does. 


UP State Museum, Hazratganj. 
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HE split їп the Commu- | 
ust movement was com- 
pounded by the divergent 
routes taken by the two 
Communist Parties be- 
tween 1969 and 13/4. The СР. align- 
ed itself with Mrs Gandhi with the 
objecc of fignting the cnallenge of 
feudal and relauvely Rigntist: forces, 
Meanwhile, the CPI(M) adopted an 
overbearmg апі  big-brotnerly atti 


tude towards its smaller - allies ino à 


West Bengal and Kerala. In the 
period between 1967 and 1969 some 
brash upstarts among the CPI(M) 
cadres resorted to politics of physical 
assault and murder of even their 
allies. The CPI, which had taken a 
different political course, overreacted 
and snapped its alliance with the 

[ Objectively, the CPI play- 
ed into the hands of Mrs Indira 
Gandhi and sabotaged Left unity. The 
CPI said that it was following a unity- 
struggle policy but in practice it re- 
membered only unity and forgot 
about the struggle. {t continued on 
its sliding downhill course till it bit 
the dust pathetically during the 
'Emergency. 

In the name of fighting Right re- 
action, the CPI supported authorita- 
rianism and lost its credibility in the 
process. In this game of self-delusion, 
some sections began to see Mrs 
Gandhi as a harbinger of socialism. 
New Age once pleaded: “Mrs Gandhi 
alone cannot bring Socialism.” But 
S. A. Dange in his note of dissent at 
the Bhatinda Congress asserted that 
“Mrs Gandhi was bringing democratic . 
reforms with Socialist orientation." 
Yet, all the CPI’s labour from 1969 
to 1977 did. not go to waste. 
The CPI’s politics did contribute to 
the radicalisation of a large section 
of Congressmen, making them stand 
against Mrs Gandhi They are now 
prepared to acoept an alliance with 
dim including the CPI and CPI 


Theoretically, there is nothing 
‘wrong with the policy of unity and 
struggle. In fact, that is the only 
course open to the Left Parties to 
grow from strength to strength. But 
unity and struggle is like a double- 
edged sword. You must have a keen 
sense of timing, that is the know. 


Chiang Kai-shek thrice and broke 
with him thrice. The CPI lacked 
that sense of timing. Its judgement 
was also clouded by an extraneous 
consideration, namely the strong sup- 
port the Russians were giving Mrs 
Gandhi. The CPI(M)’s record in 
this regard is only a shade better. It 
entered into an alliance with the 
Janata, but did not take the initia. 
tive to break this alliance when the 
time came. The initiative was entire- 
ly Raj Narain’s and the CPI(M) was 
only confronted with a fait accompli, 
Instead of setting the pace, the CPI 


(M) timidly followed the events lead 


ing to the isolation of Jana 
RSS forces. Now the wheel has 
again come a full circle, and the two 
Communist Parties have come 
with Charan Singh. 
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when together they joined the antl- 
Congress front. But unless they 
develop the art of deciding when to 
make and when to break alliances 
this politics of alliance may not bene- 
fit them. 


One difficulty with Indian Commu- 
nists is that they are rather recent 
converts to democratic politics. There 
fs yet no international experience to 
bring about socialist-orientéd reforms 
Without force within a democratio 
framework. In a democratic frame- 
work, a broad base of popular support 
ís essential for carrying out reforms. 
This is more true when these reforms 


. are effected at the State level and 


the Central Government is not wholly 
helpful in its attitude. The broad- 
based support in crude arithmetical 
terms should mean active support 
from 50 to 55 per cent of the popula- 
tion. It is precisely with the aim of wb 
nning over such a base of support 
that the Italian Communist leader 
Berlinguer is pursuing his policy of 
Historic Compromise. In a sense his 
Indian counterpart is E.M.S. Nam- 
boodiripad. When the first Commu- 
nist Government was dismissed in 
1959, in the face of the liberation 
struggle and the Communist Party 
later lost the Assembly elections, 
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EMS opted for the Berlinguer way. 
He neutralised and won over 
the support of the Church and Muslim 
communalists for the socio-economic 
programme. The  EMSJed United 
Front swept the polls in 1967. Rut nis 
blind spot was the Congress whom he 
would not touch with a pair of tongs. 
His unfinished task was completed 
by Áchuta Menon and the Congress 
joined the alliance. The land reforms 
were implemented with the Congress 
as a partner in the Government. In 
the process а huge chunk of the Cong- 
ress was also radicalised and A. K. 
Antony is the product of that pheno- 
menon. Unfortunately the latest turn 
of events indicates that sectarianism 
has resurfaced in EMS, ^ 

In West Bengal also one has 
to keep one's fingers crossed. 
In the short term there is no threat 
to the CPI(M). But this is because 
the CPI(M)’s detractors are disunited 
at present, The moment they unite, 
things will hot up for the CPI(M). 
Unlike EMS, who is trying to expand 
the area of his support the CPI(M) 
{n West Bengal is most reluctant to 
accept new allies, let alone take the 
initiative to enlarge its base of sup- 
port. Even limited reforms generate 
hostility among those who are adver- 
«ely affected by them. 


PART from acquiring the 
skill of forming united 
fronts and accepting the 
compulsions of working 
in a democratic frame- 
work, the Communists have to learn 
many тоге things to become а 
national force. Their alliance With 
the Lok Dal and Congress will, per- 
haps, help them get a few more 
seats. But they will still not become 
a decisive force at the national level. 
One of the biggest failures of the 
Communist movement is that they 
have trained the Indian working class 
to become a class for itself instead 
of a class which feels a responsibi- 
lity towards its other allies. The two: 
Communist Parties along with the 
other Left Parties have been com- 
peting with each other to encourage 
economism among the working class. 
As a result, the organised working 
class fights only for increases in 
wages, irrespective of the consequen- 
ces of these demands for other sec- 
tions as well as for the national 
economy. In the process, its own 
monetary gains are also liquidated. 
In fact, during a critical economic 
crisis, when the working class pres- 
ses wage claims that are hard to con- 
cede they give the impression of hold 
ing the country to ransom. Thus. . 
unconsciously, the working class 
facilitates the work of authoritarian 
forces. Since the Communist move- 
ment is linked with the working 
class, it must be educated to temper 
its economic demands and ensure 
that it is in no case alienated from 
other toiling sections of society. 

Тп the final analvsis the sucoess of 
the Communist movement will depend 
on its intellectual, political and orga- 
nisational capacity to respond and 
adapt to the changing socioeconomic 
realities of India. The most crucial 
aspect of this change is the abolition 
of the zamindari system, which 
has made 20 million tenant-culti- 
vators owners of land. But still 
about 25 per cent of land under the 
plough is cultivated by tenants and 
sharecroppers. Communists should 
naturally he in the forefront of a 
@rive to make these tenants and 
sharecroppers owners of the land. But 
when a tenant becomes a landowner, 
he very soon develops the capitalist's 
psychology. As a result he begins 
to get alienated from the Commu- 
nist movement. This is the experl- 
ence of both China and Vietnam. 
Even in India, in those pockets where 
Communists fought for tenants in 
their struggle, they began to lose the 
support of the tenants. There is a 
strong impression that in the Mala- 
bar area of Kerala, tenants who us 
long stood solidly behind the CPI(M) 


: have now become cold towards the 


Party' after becoming owners, even 
though their struggles were led and 
fought by the Communists. In India, 
unlike in Europe and Japan at the 
comparable stage of economic deve- 
lopment, the weight of the pegant 
among the total population is not 
declining, In Europe and J. 

poor and marginal farm 
sold their land or | 
prived of it and ` 
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cities to become industrial workers. 
In India this process is not operating. 
There are a number of reasons for 
this. First, the pace of industriali- 
sation is slow and as such, better 
alternative opportunities аге пої 
available to poor farmers. Second, 
because of the land-ceiling there are 
not many takers for agricultural 
land. Third, because of the price- 
| support mechanism, the thrust of 
market forces against poor farmers 
is being blunted. Fourth, there are 
not many instances of poor farmers 
alienating land in favour of money- 
lenders. 
$ Notwithstanding these factors, -poor 
i and marginal farmers are increasingly 
| КО falling below the poverty line be- 
Ü |! cause of demographic pressures lead- 
| I. ing to the fragmentation of land as 
И 
E 


well as their failure to gain access to 
inputs, institutional credits and new 
Obviously, the Commu- 


technology. 
zd endlessly for the 


nists cannot wait 0 
composition of the population to 
change in favour of the industrial 
working class. But if they have to 
win over this mass. of poor peasan- 
try, they must present before them 
a perspective for reorganising agri- i 
culture on the lines of service Co- 
operatives growing into cooperative 
farming without losing the title to 
land. Simultaneously, they have to 


? the rural proletariat. Right from 
_ the days of Gandhiji, when he fought 
! for social equality among them, land, 
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HE Congress(i) slogan 
for the Lok Sabha elec. 
tion in January will 
be “Indira bulao, desh 
j bachao". The CPI's cen- 
tral organ. the New Age, of Septem- 
.9, commented: “The return of 
Indira Gandhi to power means the 
restoration of the scum that is the 
caucus with Sanjay, Bansi Lai, Dha- 
wan, Yashpal Kapoor, et al, to the 
| positions of authoritarian power, 
| undoubtedly a forbidding prospect 
- for the nation. Sanjay, let it be said. 


R 
jt 
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1 The Sanjay phenomenon, 
it must be added, is not just ап 
offspring of an indulgent mother's 
affection; it is born in the wedlock 
of authoritarianism and dynastic 
ambition.” 

The editorial. which is the handi- 
work of Mr Bhupesh Gupta, is the 
CPI's strongest attack on Mrs Gan- 
dhi so far. It reflects the cürrent 
` stand of the Party’s dominant leader- 
ship represented by Mr Rajeshwara 
1a0, the General Secretary, and Mr 
` Gupta. These two leaders have tra 
yelled far indeed from  Bhatinda 
here the Party had_ its Eleventh 

gress in April 1978, a year after 

i andhi had 


make concerted efforts to win over ' 
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less agricultural workers have,by and 
large, been with the Congress. But 
the most difficult Indian riddle which 
the Communists have to solve is the 
intertwining of castes,and classes, of 
deciding how far to carry their fight 
against casteism and how to make 
use of the castes as a short-cut. This 
is no doubt contradictory. 

Yet a fine balanoe can be struck. 
The Communists’ failure to grasp 
Indian peculiarities was evident at 
the birth of their movement. When 
the Communist Party was founded, 
there was an intense debate over 
whether it should be called the Com- 
munist Party of India or the Indian 
Communist Party. There was a feel- 
ing among Indian Communists that 
if the Party was called the Indian 
Communist Party, it would mean that 
there was an Indian variety of Com- 
munism. (Ironically, in Hindi they 
agreed to call themselves the Bhar- 
tiya Communist Party). But unless 
Indian, Communists discover an Indian 
road to socialism and adapt socialism 
to India's peculiar conditions they 
will fail, notwithstanding their suc- 
cess in one or two States. Like 
Euro-communists, Indian Commu- 
nists must develop the perspective of 
Indo-communism essentially as a res- 
ponse to the peculiar situation deve- 
loping here. In Europe with the growth 
of technology and automation, out of 
every five new persons who join the 
work-force, three are whitecollared 
and two аге bluecollared. As a 
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power and her Emergency regime 


had come to an end. At -Bhatinda · 


the Party described the victory of 
the Janata in these words: “Reaction 
* has been able to capture. power... 
This is a serious reversal though 
temporary, for the democratic forces 
in the subcontinent. This suits well 
the global designs of the imperia- 
lists.” Mr Biswanath Mukherjee and 
several others fruitlessly tried to 
have this formulation of the election 


results changed. Mr Mukherjee said 


that the Party, in this formulation 
in reality described the Janata Соу- 
ernment as “more reactionary, as it 
the previous Indira Government 
was progressive. Or, in other words. 
if a choice is forced upon us, the 
(Indira) Conzress is preferable to 
the Janata. ‘This is essentially the 
same old line.” 


Clearly, the CPI was keeping its 
options open about Mrs  Gandhi's 
Party. In this matter the view of Mr 
S. A. Dange, the Party's Chairman, 
prevailed. The task the CPI set be- 
fore itself then was to "direct the 
sharpest blows against the RSS-Jana 
against 


P State Museum, 


otri X 
result, the emographic composition 
of Europe is changing in favour of 
whitecollar employees whose cultural 
value-system is different from that 
of bluecollar workers. Hence Euro- 
communism has renounced the, con- 
cept of dictatorship of the proletariat. 
As against this the CPI(M) here is 
clinging to the corpse of Stalinism 
and refusing to do any rethinking. 
However, what is most heartening 
is that Communists are coming toge- 
ther again and extraneous factors, 
such as the Moscow-versus-Peking 
issue (both the Communist Parties 
are pro-Moscow) no longer exist to 


divide them. The bitter experience 
of stagnation in the Communist 
movement following its split, has 


strengthened the sentiments of unity 
in the two Communist Parties. "The 
two Parties together will have confi- 
dence in themselves and even when 
they join an alliance, they will be 
able to retain their identity and gain 
from this alliance. The Communists 
will continue to have relevance and 
even bright prospects in India since 
there is no other Party on the politi- 
cal horizon which can solve the pro- 
blem of Indian poverty and under- 
take urgent socio-economic reforms. 
What assurance is there that instead 
vf solving these problems some forces 
may not impose an authoritarian re- 
gime and the Indian people may, in 
the bargain. have neither bread nor 
liberty? . Thus, the Communists do 
not have all tpeetime in the world. 
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The CPI: Left alienat: 


Who are the Party’s’‘Left and democratic" friends and “revisionist” foes ? 


: Mrs Gandhi, and break the Janata 
Government. 

It so happened that the BLD itself 
became the main force who could 
break the Janata. The CPI, the CPI- 
(M) and some other Leftists added 
grist to the BLD mill. So did Mrs 
Gandhi who, without showing the 
least repentanc®for what she and 
her son had done during internal 

mergency, had managed to occupy 
the centre of the political stage once 
каш The new Government formed 
y the BLD under the name ' Lok 
Dal and the Congress is only a 
Cer one. The Lok Sabha elee 
поп veing in the offing, the question 
сан eft and democratic alliance 
ch both the CPI and the CPI(M) 
have Since long been propagating 

as assumed immediate Importance. 

Mr і Gupta's editorial notwith- 
standing, the CPI and the Congress- 
(I) ` had struck a deal to avoid 
mutual contests in Kerala's pancha- 
yat and municipal elections and a 
бау after .the editorial appeared 
M rs Gandhi met Mr Dange in Bom- 
ay. Mr Dange had returned home 
after a long sojourn’ to the Soviet 
Union for medical treatment, In re- 
cent days the Congress(I) had made 
overtures to the CPI for alliance in 
the Lok Sabha election but these — 
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had been spurned by the Party’s 
dominant leadership. Mrs Gandhi, 
being uncertain of what the coming 
election has in store, Was is look- 
ing for allies. Mr Dange would be 
of help in making the CPI change 
its stand, she must have imagined. 

Mr Dange’s admiration for Mrs 
Gandhi and her Party remains as 
profound as it was before the 1977 
Lok Sabha election. As late as April 
1978, a year after her defeat, he wro- 
te what amounted to a panegyric on 
her “complex personality” and urged 
the Party to realise that “the fall of 
Indira Gandhi in reality puts an end 
to a whole period of taking some 
very basically progressive steps in 
the political and economic history of 
the country". This, despite the fact 
that Mrs Gandhi had in 1976 called 
the CPI an anti-national Party. 


After the Chikmagalur byelection 
last November Mr Dange publicly 
gloated over Mrs Gandhis victory 
and made abrasive comments on the 
CPI(M)’s support to the Janata can- 
didate. This was too much for the 
Party’s central executive which 
publicly censured him Such grave 
violation of Party dispicline, as Mr 
Dange was held guilty of, usually 
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invites expulsion from Communist 
Parties, He had gone against the 
Party’s policy decided at Bhatinda 
which spoke of “the supreme impor- 
tance of exploring all possible areas 
of agreement between the CPI and 
the CP'(M)". Even the censure was 
resented by Mr Dange's followers 
who constitute а very substantial 
section of the Party. Stronger action 
might have caused a split. 


More, a disease of the Party noted 
by its Seventh Congress in Bombay 
in December 1974, remains uncured. 
The “organisational report” adopted 
there said: “In the allIndia centre. 
as well as State centres, the leaders 
who have committed big blunders 
continue to be eternal leaders. Only 
in exceptional cases they are remov- 
ed from key positions but kept in 
the leading committees. In the past, 
if one made self-criticism and puri- 
fied himself, like a sinner bathing in 
the Ganga to wash off his sins, it 
was sufficient to get a new licence 
to commit more blunders. Nowadays 
even that type of formal  self-criti- 
cism is not needed because we have 
thrown this weapon of criticism and 
self-criticism into the dustbin.” 

Mr Dange has no love for Mr 
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Rajeshwara Rao’s and Mr  Gupta's 
stand to treat Mrs Gandhi as an ene- 
my of the CPI. It is reported that 
Mr Vasndevan Nair, the then. Chief 
Minister of Kerala, recently called 
on Mr Dange on his way back from 
Delhi to Trivandrum. .The CPI(MY 
had demanded that the Kerala Ass- 
embly be dissolved and a fresh elec- 
tion called as preconditions for forg- 
ing a new united front. Mr Nairiwas 
reluctant to do so. He wantedihe 
CPI(M) to join the existing Front. 
Mr Dange's approval of Mr Naira 
stand may be taken for granted. But 
the CPI’s presently dominant leader- 
ship is nrenared to strike ап agree- 
ment with the CPI(M) on the latter's 
terms. It is possible that.the Kerala 
leadership will ultimately be  per- 
suaded to do so. Otherwise, the 
CPI’s effort to be back among the 
Left Parties after its prolonged 
subservience to Mrs Gandhi may not 
bear fruit. Mr Rao has sought to 
belittle the political significance of 
the Congress(I). He says that there 
has been no understanding between 
the two Parties as such but that in 
some areas agreements have been 
reached between candidates of the 
two Parties at a personal level It fs 
open to question whether agreements 
covering most parts of the State 
would have been arrived at if the 
Party itself did not like it. 


In 1964 the group that got the 
name CPI was admittedly bigger 
than the one that assumed the name 
CPI(M). Today, the CPI admits that 
the CPI(M) is the largest Left 
Party. Indeed, in July, when the 
Janata was breaking up, Mr Rao 
made a formal appeal to the CPI(M) 
to take the lead in building Left 
and democratic unity, an appeal that 
must have galled Mr Dange. The two 
Parties together formed Govern: 
ments in West Bengal and Kerala in 
1967. They were together again when 
they fought Mrs Gandhi’s Congress 
early in 1969 in the midterm elec 
tion in West Bengal and won a re- 
sounding victory. From around July 
1969, serious trouble began in the 
United Front Governments. It so 
happened that in June that year 
Moscow had lined up 75 Communist 
Parties, including the CPI, ata 
world Communist conference. The 
CPI's representatives returned with 
the lesson that they must “carry 
further forward the ideological, poli- 
tical and organisational offensive 
against revisionists of both ‘left’ and 
‘right’ varieties `. 


This offensive brought down the 
Kerala .Government headed by Mr 
E. M. S. Namboodiripad of the CPI- 
(M) in October 1969. The CPI struck 
a deal with Mrs Gandhi. and Mr 
Achutha Menon of the CPI became 
Chief Minister with her Party's sup: 
Port from outside. In the midterm 
election there, in 1970, the CPI and 
some other Parties entered into a 
formal alliance with Mrs Gandhi 

Party and defeated the CPI(M 

which was indeed the Front’s 
enemy. The same Front 
and routed the CPI(M) in 
Sabha‘ and A at 


| were held simultaneously there in 
1 March 1977. ' ` " 
Mr Karunakaran of Mrs Gandhi's 
| Party became Chief Minister but 
| within a few months he had to quit 
because of disclosures about the 
| murder of the student in police cus- 
tody during Emergency when he was 
the United Front’s Home Minister. 
Mr A. К. Antony took over from 
him. The Congress was split by Mrs 
Gandhi for a second time in January 
1978. Mr Antony joined the Swaran 
Singh Congress. He resigned in pro- 
test against his Party’s decision to 
support Mrs Gandhi in Chikmagalu:, 
and Mr  Vasudevan  Nalr .became 
Chief Minister. When Mrs Gandhi 
split the Congress, half of the 38 
Congress MLAs in the State joined 
her Party and left the Front. The 
Front, however, continued to function 
as a Government. , : 

In West Bengal, Mr Ajoy Mukher- 
jee, of the Bangla Congress, fully 
backed by the CPI, resigned in 
March 1970 and handed the State 

over to Central that is Mrs 
Gandhi's гше In 1971 there 
was an Assembly election along 
with the Lok Sabha elections. Mrs 
Gandhi’s Party and the CPI came 
to an electoral agreement against 
the CPI(M). Even so, the CPI(M) 
emerged as the single largest Party 
and, with its Front partners, took 125 
seats in an Assembly of 280. The 
‘CPI backed the Congress which 
formed a Government. This Govern- 
ment fell within a few months. The 


. the CPI(M) to form a Government. 
_ The Centre put the State once again 
under its rule. In 1972, when the 
State was called upon to elect its 
Assembly for the third time in three 
years, the CPI was in open alliance 
with Mrs Gandhi’s Congress. The 
country had not yet witnessed an 
election like this one. There was 
mass rigging and the CPI(M) and 
its allies were reduced to small 
groups in the Assembly. Mr Siddhar- 
tha Ray became Chief Minister and 
functioned as Mrs Gandhi’s Gaulei- 
ter in the State. The two Parties 
worked in close cooperation in the, 
1977 Lok Sabha election also. 


HE period from March 
1970 to March 1977 was 
| tragic for West Bengal. 
La The administration, the 
E ee police, the CRP, the BSF, 
armed intelligence agents and hired 
Eangsters called “resistance forces" 
were deployed on a large scale to 
crush the CPI(M) and the Naxalites. 
"Thousands of political workers were 
murdered by the guardians of law 
and order in a planned manner. 
Barbarities were perpetrated in jails 
and police lock-ups, too, where some 
75 Naxalites were killed and about 
700 maimed. With the CRP and the 
BSF protecting them, Congress 
stormtroopers moved from area to 
area to drive away Mrs Gandhi's 
opponents. This was the period when, 
Mrs Gandhi's patronage. 


Governor did not give a chance to 
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of this period is written 1n the blood 
of young people drawn ‘by Mrs 
Gandhi's forces, official and non 
‘official, open and clandestine. Undi- 
luted fascism was in operation. No 
other State experienced anything of 
the kind not even during the inter- 
nal Emergency. : 

The CPI imagined that its таш: 
foe, the CPI(M), was being eftec 
tively crushed and that this would 
enable it to fill the political gap 

` that was being created. It used 
Communist jargon to provide jusii 
fication for Mrs Gandhi's terroristic 
regime which was said to be fighting 
revisionists of both the Left and 
Right varieties. How valuable this 
support was from a Party which 
calls itself Communist to Mrs 
Gandhi’s fascism! The same suppor 
was extended to her from distant 
Moscow, too. 


ln the early Sixties Mr Bhupesh 
Gupta had warned the undivided CPI 
of “an exaggerated or alarmist ap- 
praisal" of the growth of communal 
and Right reactionary forces be- 
cause, he said, it “may lead to tail- 
ism behind the Congress and bour- 
geois leaders". This is precisely 
what the CPI reduced itself to bet- 
ween 1969 and 1977, and Mr Gupta' 
ишег ‘bore no small responsibility 

Or it. 

The 1977 Lok Sabha election gave 
the CPI a severe jolt. Many, but not 
evervbody, in the leadership and 

ranks realised that the Party. had 
committed a graye crime. against the 
toiling people and against Left and 
democratic unity which it.had never 
ceased to mouth. At its Seventh 
Congress in Patna in 1968, it declar- 
ed its aim to forge "a common 
democratic plattorm as an  alterna- 
tive to Congress policies". Within a 
year and a half it tied itself firmly 
to Mrs Gandhis Congress and re- 
mained there for eight crucial years. 
At Bhatinda it recorded that “our 
Party's independent image was blur- 
red and it became identified with 
the then ruling Congress Party". Jt 
confessed that it should have 


supported internal Emergency. But, 
fe тага that the Party’s record 
upto 1974 was "glorious" and that 
the mistakes it committed “do not 
Invalidate the basic analysis and the 
main conclusions of the Party pro» 
gramme". Was the CPY’s_ alliance 
with Mrs Gandhi a mistake? Мо. 
‘The example of Kerala”, it said at 
Bhatinda, “would call for special 
mention because our line of Left 
and ‘democratic unity, which had 
been assailed by the CPI(M), stood 
once again vindicated by the splendid 
results of both the Lok Sabha and 
Assembly elections that took place 
there simultaneously (їп 1977) 
This leaves the road open for the 
Party to an alliance with Mrs Gandhi 
in the future. The CPI has now 
taken what appears to be no more 
than а tactical move їо be back 
among the Leftist Parties whose 
company it had given up. The 
documents adopted at Bhatinda were 
the result of a compromise between 
conflicting views. The. Party was 
united only so far as bringing down 


the Janata Government was çon- 
cerned. -That objective had been 
achieved. In this matter the CPI 


can rightly claim that the CPI(M) 


ad been forced by circumstances to - 


become hostile to the Janata Par 
which . .it used to describe E 
геа вау Party.” Even when the 
ence motion was being de- 
bated, the CPI(M) was undecided 
on the stand it should take. 
While every group in the CPI pro- 
fesses to stand by the slogan of Left 
and democratic unity, there are sharp 
differences on who should be regar- 
ded as Left or democratic. . These 
differences exist in the top leader- 
m 0 Оле echon is represented 
Rajes 
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The CPI(My's 
realpolitik — 


Maybe the Party should tackle its own problems first, 
but the polls are important 


By TARUN GANGULY 


HE CPI(M) is at cross- 
roads. The traumatic 
experience, following the 
fall of the Могагјі Go-: 
: vernment, has suddenly 
reised the Party to the national 


pedestal from its regional groove. 
The change has resulted in 
stresses and strains within the 


Party. But in the process the CPI(M) 
has come out of its . ideological 
straitjacket. The question is, can 
the Party adjust to the new situa- 
tion? 

In the election strategy spelt out 
by the Central Committee, Ње 
CPI(M) has promised full support 
for the Lok Dal —Congress combine, 
knowing full well the “class limita- 
tions” of the coalition partners. It 
has also shown an eagerness to win 
over the anti-authoritarian and secu- 
lar forces still remaining within the 
Congress (1) and the Janata Party. 
Though the Party is still sore about, 
CPI’s role in the past decade, it the 
is willing to accommodate that Party 
within the framework of Left unity 
if certain conditions are fulfilled. 
All this indicates that the Party is 
ready to show enough flexibility to 
adjust to the changed political situa- 
tion at the Centre. 


This softening of its attitude  to- 
wards the landlord-bourgeoisie com- 
bination of the Lok Dal -Congress 
and the reformist line of the CPI has 
already given rise to murmurs Of 
protest within the Party. The West 
Bengal unit of the Party, though it 
has fallen in line with the national 
leadership, still has reservations 
about the Lok Dal, Congress and 
CPI, and this will certainly be 
reflected in its adjustment of seats 
with these Parties in the Lok Sabha 
elections from that State. Similarly; 
the Kerala unit is still sore about 
the CPI, which contested pancha- 
yat polls there with the support of 
the Congress(I). The Tripura Party is 
still unwilling to accommodate any 
CFD candidate in the allocation of 
seats there. I mention only these 
three units because the Party is well- 
placed in these three States. 


No doubt, the CPI(M) has comea 
long way to make compromises with 
a section of the ruling class, that is 
the Lok Dal -Congress combine, їс 
defeat the two major evils of autho- 
titarianism and communalism as re- 
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‘the RSS-Jana Sangh-dominated Ja- 


nata Party. 

In the background of these dilem- 
mas, the Party has a membership of 
197,000.. Its trade union wing СЇТЇ 
is 1.5 million-strong, the All-India 
Kisan Sabha- (its peasant wing) has 
2.3 million members and its student 
wing SFI has 400,000 members. These 
figures are quoted from the Salkia 
(Howrah) Plenum document of De- 
cember, 1978. The figures show that 
the strength of the Party is not for- 
midable in a country of a population 
of more than 650 million. 

In the last Plenum, the -Party 
found that its main problems were 
those of growth — “of how to draw 
out and enrol thousands of people 
who follow us and our mass organi- 
sations in daily battles". It found 
that there was a tendency in ‘the 
Party “towards federalism” which is 
really the antithesis of democratic 
centralism, the „cardinal principle of 
Party organisation. In the Salkia 
Plenum, it was admitted that the 
Party's growth was "severely handi- 
capped by the Party centre's failure 
to fight against all alien ideologies”. 
It found to its chagrin that there 
was “an abandonment of criticism 
and self-criticism inside the Party, 
depriving it of one of the important 
weapons of constantly rectifying it: 
self and improving its nnderstanding 
and practice”. The Salkia document 
maintained that in a “large number 
of State committees there is lack of 


collective functioning, division of 


work leading to individualistic func. 
tioning. Instead of the committee, 
the secretary functions, leading to 
concentration of power, inefficiency 
and  bureaucratism". The same 
document goes оп to say, "rank and 
file members do not feel that they 
have a role in shaping and reshaping 
the Party's line and policy, they do 
not feel that their initiative, under- 
standing and experience are being 
given proper weight. The docu- 
ment laments that the class compo; 
sition of the Party has not changed. 
«Our mass leaders are not conscious 
of their responsibility and our Party 
as a whole has failed to develop the 
elementary class consciousness of 
the proletariat into socialist conscious- 
ness and attract large numbers to 
the Party organisation." 


Т have quoted copiously from the 


CPI(M) document to show that there 


is an awareness inside the Party of | 


its shortcomings. The self-criticism 
made in the document is unique. 
But the question is, has the Party. 
improved itself in the past ten 


. months since the publication of the 


document? The answer is an em- 
phatic “no”. More so because thé 
Party has taken up a mew course 
without properly rectifying its past 
mistakes. The leadership of the 
Party, which came in for sharp cri- 
ticism in the document, remains the 
same. In addition there is now the 
tension that has grown over the 
realignment that the Party has 
agreed to. The CPI(M) knows that 
the organisation is weak “except in _ 
a few pockets of the country". 
late as last December, the ` Party 
Observed that the sad state of the or- 
ganisation was mainly because of the 
failure of "the central leadership of 
the Party, the Politburo and the 
Central Committee though part of 
it should be shared by the State 
committees and their secretaries as 
well.” These candid confessions - 
indicate that the Party is willing to 
rectify its position. It wants to in- 
volve the rank and file more in the 
decision-making process and wants 
them to be creative organisers [a- 
ther than robot who only follow 
dictates. 


ET US examine the posi 
tion of the Party in the 
States. West Bengal is 
the main base of the 
Party, where it has about 
40,000 members and the largest num- 
ber of followers among trade unions, 
students and nts. But all is 
not well there. In its largest unit 
in the State— that in 24 Parganas . 
.— nearly one-fourth of its members 
is sharply divided. The district 
cemmittee leaders there have sharp 
differences with the State committee, 
Similar differences exist, though to 
a lesser extent, in other districts. All 
this was evident from the 
made at the last Plenum. АП this. 
the Party believes, can be solved 
ir inner БОШУ democracy is resto- 
red. ` 
There is a feeling in the Party 
*that its mem is lagging be- 
hind. the actual following 
mands. Moreover, only five districts 
account for 50 per cent of the mem- 
bership, while the workers for only 
20 per cent. 


In Kerala, though the CPI(M) is 
the ‘single largest Party, it is not ina 
majority, according to a Party docu- 
ment. The document admits that 
political campaigning has not made 
any significant change in the corre- 
lation of political foroes in the State. 
One indication of the Party’s weak- 
ness there is that its mouthpiece Peo- 
ples Democracy sells more in Karna: 
taka, where the Party is much smal 
ler than in Kerala. In Tripura the 
Party has had a spectacular growth 
in the past two 
Party there has not -been able t 
solve the Bengalj -tribal conflict. 
Tamil Nadu, it has failed to 
with Dravidian nationalism anı 
Andhra, it is still to 
“right revisionism’ 


years. But the _ 
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CREATES A PERFECT BLEND 
of elegance and comfort 
When it comes to your suitings, it's the | 


blend of worsted wool and ‘Terene’ р 
that really matters. 


In a man's world of fashions, 
where trends are fast changing 
from conventional to casual, 
modella keeps pace, with а 
selection of shades, designs and 
: softer finishes. 


That's what puts modella in 
line with international suitings. 


modella suitings lend a style 
to the lion im you. 
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adventurism" of the Na- 
In Punjab, the CPI(M), but 


the "Left 
'Xalites. 
for its association with the  Akalis, 
has failed to win over the landless 


labourers. For instance, the Party 
depends more on individual contri- 
butions for its funds. It is a victim 
of the landlord-bourgeoisie combine 
there. In the Hindi belt, the Party 
is almost non-existent. That is why 
the Party depends more on the 
united movement of Left and demo- 
cratic forces to consolidate its posi- 
tion in the States of UP, Punjab, 


Bihar, Haryana and in Delhi. 


The 
Party frankly admits that in Bihar 


the CPI isa stronger force. The 
Bihar unit of the Party suffered 
from a “sectarian attitude to the 
movement of growing resistanoe to 
Indira Gandhi’s authoritarianism”. 
The CPI(M) is fully aware of its 
weaknesses and its strength. It 
knows that despite an electoral ad- 
justment with Janata (S) and Con- 
gress, it can only make marginal 
inroads into the Hindi belt. In the 
western States, Gujarat and Maha- 
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rashtra, the Party is small; in Maha- 
rashtra the Party is yet to withdraw 
its support from the Sharad Pawar 
Government, which has Jana Sangh 
Ministers. In Rajasthan, though the 
Party has made some inroads into 
trade union movement, in electoral 
terms, this amounts to nothing much. 
The CPI(M), by extending its sup- 
port to the Charan Singh camp, has 
taken a calculated risk. It knows 
that it is not strong enough to fight 
authoritarianism and communalism 
singlehanded. But it now has the 
stature to lead the Left Parties in a 
campaign to gain concessions for the 
masses from a sectiom of the ruling 
class. In the process, the Party has 
lost its pristine purity, but in the 
bargain, it is now in realpolitik. 


It is for political pundits to argue 
whether the CPI(M) committed a 
breach of trust by withdrawing its 
support from Morarji Desai or not. 
But in practical terms, the CPI(M) 
now can expect to gain handsomely 
in the elections. The Party, accord: 
ingly, has decided to field candidates 
who can win and in the bargain, in- 
crease its strength. The only 
imponderable is how the new align- 
ment will affect the morale of the 
Party in States like West Bengal ani 
Kerala, where the Party has a lon: 
tradition of anti-capitalism. Will not 
the cadres find it a quirk of fate to 
have to sell the same hated landlord- 
bourgeois Party candidates along 
with their own, to the electorate? In 
the next few months, the picture will 
be clear, but by then for the first 
time in Indian politics, the CPI(M) 
will be a major factor in electoral 
politics. 


ea пш] сй ee ee ee en ШШ DEUS EGGS ee ee ee ЕЕ ШЕ 


The Marxists’ 


second 


gamble 


Their first ploy failed. Will this succeed ? 


By BARUN SENGUPTA 


HE left and the so-called 
progressive forces of the 
country have gambled 
again. They had gambled 
quite the same way. in 
1969 and were completely befooled. 
The 1969 gamble could have sealed 
their fate for a long time but for a 


miscalculation by Mrs Indira Gandhi 
in 1977. 


In 1969, during the great battle 
all the Left and so-called progressive 
forces of the country, except the 
socialists, were with Mrs Gandhi, All 
of them declared that the Syndicate 
was the biggest danger. All of them 
worked for the victory of Mrs. Gan- 
dhi’s candidate for the Presidential 
post: And all of them rejoiced when 

e won, But for the votes of 


CPI(M). CPI, Forward Bloc, RSP Mrs 
Gandhi’s political career would have 
received a sever jolt in that year af 
i race 1969. є 

Шр UL the Leftists did not 
support her out, of affection or love. 
They all expected rich dividends. 
They all. calculated, Mrs Gandhi 
would have no other alternative but 
to depend on them for her Goyern- 
ment's survival in Parliament. They 
all hoped that never in the future 
would the bourgeois leadership be 
able to rule the country alone—they 
will have to share power with the 
leftists and give major concessions 
to the Left movement. They were all 
sure that by supporting Mrs Gandhi 
they were furthering the cause of 
the Left movement in India. 
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| remained in the 


How she treated the Leftists after 
the victory is well known. Further 
narration would seem unnecessary, 
Except for the CPI, who remained. 
with her till she lost the 1977 elec-. 
tion, all the Leftist Parties were com- 
pletely cornered. The working class 
movement was brutally suppressed. 
And ultimately came the internal 
Emergency which took away the 
Fundamental Rights as well The 
CPI, of course, remained with her in 
spite of all this. But alas, she made 
a miscalculation. She went in for a 
snap poll—and lost power. The 
Leftists, along, with all the other 
forces of the country again got г 
chance to come out in the open. 
After that, everything went against 
her. The CPI and the so-called pro- 
gressive forces deserted her, Even. 
tyrants of the States started saying 
that she and her son were solely 
responsible for all the excesses of the 
Emergency. Most of the senior Con- 
gress leaders went over to the rival 
faction. Even when she won a by- 
election, Parliament expelled her, 
Devaraj Urs also turned sour and 
finally broke with her. The continu- 
ous series of commissions and case 
was giving her hel. In the er 
came the Special Courts. S 
see it all clearly-—so long a 
Janata Party and 
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Maharashtra's | 
Marxists 


The smaller groups lead the way 


way out. She knew that if she had 
to wriggle out of it, the Janata 
Party must be smashed and the 
Janata Government pulled down. 
Nothing would suit her better than a 
midterm poll. That would give her a 
chance to go to the electorate. A 
big section of the people still adored 
her. Another section was fed up 
with the Janata Party, Governments 
and leaders. She might get a majo- 
rity in the Lok Sabha even by secu- 
ring 40 per cent of the votes cast. 

So, she concentrated all her fire- 
power оп one object—to split the 
Janata Party and force a midterm 
poll by any means before the Ѕре-: 
cial Courts concluded their sessions 
and she was pushed to a tighter cor- 
ner—just what she did in 1969. Then 
her one-point programme to defeat 
Sanjeeva Reddy and outwit the Syn- 
dicate. before they would consolidate 
their position by having their own 
President. 

And, as in 1969 so also in 1979— 
the Leftists and the so-called pro- 
gressives willy-nilly helped her. She 
could not have defeated Sanjeeva 
Reddy without the help of the 
tists; shé? could not also have the 
Janata Party riven and brought down 
the Morarji.Government without the 
help of the j CPI (M), CPI, Forward 
Bloc, RSP, PWP, Madhu Limaye, 
George Fernandes, etc. Had the CPI 
(M) not decided to support Charan’s 
no-confidence motion and had George’ 
not deserted Morarji at that early 
stage the Janata Government would 
not have fallen, the Charan Singh 
Government would not have been in- 
stalled and a midterm poll would not 
have loomed large. But, did the Lef- 
tists go against the Morarji Govern- 
ment to help Mrs Gandhi and bring 
about a midterm poll? No. They 
thought that by bringing down the 
Morarji Government they would 
able to strengthen the Left and 
progressive forces of India. They 
calculated that after  Morarji's fall, 
Charan Singh would form a Govern- 
ment and he would largely have to 
depend on them. Thus he could be 
forced to give a lot of concessions 
to them. Their expectation was that 
it would not be difficult at all to 
lure away MPs from the Janata 
Party and Congress (I) once Charan 
Singh formed a Government. They 
were sure that after a week or so, 
Charan Singh would not have to 
lean on Mrs Gandhi's crutches any 
more. Till the last day, they persis- 
ted ` in exhorting Charan Singh: 
“Don’t , surrender to her. She has 
no other way but to support you 
now”. x : 

Alas, how wrong they were! All 
their calculations and expectations 
went аму and ultimately they had 
to. do what .Mrs Gandhi had been 
clamouring for the last two years— 
a midterm poll. : 

Last time, it was the cry of the 
Syndicate. This time it was the cry 
of the Jana Sangh-RSS. I am afraid. 
the Leftists ean so-called progres- 
sives would soon realise what spel 
the greater danger for them at the 
moment, But, this time their gamble 
might be far too expensive. [| 
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By OLGA TELLIS 


HERE are two very dis- 

tinct Left groups? in 
Maharashtra. One is that 

of the traditional Left. 

Е Parties like the two Com- 
munist Parties апа the other is 
represented by Leftist groups. There 
are over 30 Leftist?groups function- 
ing in various parts of Maharashtra, 


most of them working in rural areas, - 


who believe in the Marxist ideology 
and work at the grassroots level, In 
the context of the dynamic situation 
prevailing in the country today, the 
Leftist groups are gaining pro- 
minence over the traditional Left 
Parties that have become conserva- 
tive and almost status quoists. In 
this context the small Leftist groups 
are acting as a catalyst for change 
and people’s struggles. 
classic instance is of the five 
groups—Bhoomi Sena, Plot Dharak 
Sanghatana, Kashtakari Sanghatana, 
Kranthi Sena and Gram  Swaraya 
Samithi. The first operates jn Manor 
in Plaghar taluka, the second m 
Wada, the third in Shisne in Dhanau 
taluka, the fourth in Veuji in Tala- 
sari taluka and the fifth in Jawahar 
taluka. All these talukas are in the 
Thane district which has a large 
tribal population. The district has an 
area of 3.6 million hectares under 
forest cultivation. Poor, tribals and 
other landless peasants driven by 
poverty and lack of an alternative 
source of income have occupied 
forest lands and brought it under 
cultivation in their effort to eke out 
a meagre’ existence, Even so, the 
land occupied by the landless peasant 
tribals is in the majority of cases, 
not effectively forest land, but land 
in the deforested zones where no 
thick forests exist Thousands of 
such landholders who have been in 
possession of forest land are being 
cheated by the Government which 
went back on its promise to regula- 
rise all encroachments on forests 
before March 31, 1978. The divisio- 
nal forest officers office in Dhanau 
under whose jurisdiction tribal:areas - 
fall, refuses to release any list of 
rsons whose encroachments have 
en regularised and so the future 
`of thousands of poor peasant tribals 
is uncertain. The five groups wanted 
the Government to regularise all 


lands that were encroached upon at 
least one year before March 31, 1978. 


The traditional 


Left Parties like 
NEXT WEEK 


Interviews with prominent 
Leftist leaders 
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the CPI and . CPI(M) were content 
with having all land occupied till 
1974 regularised. The Government 
Loo was agreeable but ever since the 
Left groups took the initiative, the 
traditional Left Parties have had to 
fall in line and join the struggle for 
land for the adivasis and tribals. 
Speaking about his group, the 
Kashtakari Sanghatana, Nicki Car- 
doza says: “We started after we 
were disillusioned with religion and 
politics. Ме stand and struggle with 
the poor. Most of our members who 
were once in the Janata, Congress 
and CPI(M) realised that in all cases 
the Party came before people and 
the people were sacrificed to Party, 
norms. During the Emergency, for 
instance, innumerable atrocities were 
perpetrated by the police, depart - 
mental people and vested interests 
on the adivasis and landless and the 
latter could not complain because 
any voice of protest was dubbed as 


defiance of authority and crushed, 
We were priests and we were dis- . 
illusioned by the way the religious 


heads claimed to work for: the poor 
but their activities helped only vested 
interests. For instance when we 
organised a strike at the Dapchari 
Milk Project, people went to the 
church to protest and the church, in- 
stead of taking up our cause, were 
afraid to confront vested interests 
and kept quiet at injustices thereby. 
The three principles on whi we 
work today are swatantra, swalambi 
and swabimani which means freedom 
fom exploitation, cele aud 
self-respect. Our basic functional prin- 
ciples are (1) janashikshan—educa- 
ion of the masses, which most politi- 
cal Parties miss (2) jana jagruti—the 
awakening of the masses by making 
them conscious of their needs, (3) 
jana karya—the action of the masses 
and (4) jana shakti—the power of 
the people. We ‘have about 29 
activists among whom are Rambhau 
Gharat, Gopal Bodle and Mrs Gulab 
Shanda and all adivasis, and our 
members and - sympathisers number 
about 25,000.”  * 

. Among the traditional Left Parties, 
the. Is strongholds are in the 
textile, hotel, engineering and phar- 
maceutical sectors, spread over Bom- 
bay, Ahmednagar, Sholapur, Kandesh 
and parts of Kolaba and Bhir districts, 
In Bombay they have been working 
in the textile unions for 51 years and _ 
there has not been a gingie textile 
strike that has not been led by the 
CPI. As Mr Sardesai says, “We | 
not a majority force but we are t 
single biggest force of the wor 
class movement in the State. 


no "VB 
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` Remaining in power Is 
more important to the 
Chaudhury 1 


H.N. BAHUGUNA tells UDAYAN SHARMA in an exclusive interview 


: Г2 


І ат 


JUST before your restgn- 
ation from the Union 
Government, you had 
mentioned that the Chau- 
dhury should not have 
started ‘his election campaign from 
' Kaithal. You said, “Why did the 
Chaudhury choose Kaithal, a mandi 
in Haryana? If a mandi was sacro- 
sanct, why didn’t he choose the 
biggest опе in Haryana?” What 
were your objections to choosing 
Kaithal ? 
A : Chaudhury Charan Singh has 
been claiming all along to (have) 


Gandhian. He 1s claiming that he is 
for the village. Now Kaithal in 
such a situation could hardly be a 
place (to start) because Kaithal is a 
small town, a foodgrain mandi. 
Most of the people there are traders, 
urban people except that they  pur- 
chase raw material produced in the 
rural areas at cheaper prices in the 
harvesting season and sell it later on. 
at higher prices. Kaithal has no re- 


levance, political or economic, 
not deriding a small town, I wish it 
well I myself visited Kaithal once. 
My simple point is : What was the 
point in choosing Kaithal? If he 
wanted to choose a town, then he 
should have chosen the most central 
place available to all media, national 
and international, and projected his 


ideas on the election strategy, be . 


cause, you know, the first impression 
is the last impression, they say 
(smiles ). I.don't think that Charan 
Singh’s speech at Kaithal, much less 
his choice of Kaithal, has made any 


set new standards in public life. He 


5 ew, erceptible impact on any mind in 
is claiming (laughs) that he is ә B р p Y 


the country or abroad. 
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In this context, I'd like to illus- 
trate (my point with) an example. 
When Gandhiji decided on the indi- 
vidual civil disobedience movement, 
he chose Vinobha Bhave as his first 
satyagrahi. He didn't choose the 
Congress president, Jawaharlal Neh- 
ru, Sardar Patel or even Khan 
Abdul Ghaffar Khan, He chose 
Vinoba Bhave. And his argument 
was that in choosing Vinoba Bhave 
Gandhi was choosing a person who 
was perfectly non violent, who had 
no political interest whatsoever ex- 
cept the good of mankind. Now 
this difference a choice of person or 
place can make. If the Chaudhury 
had any use for my advice and he’d 
asked me how he should Start, I 
think he should have made a start 
in the election. campaign from ап 
altogether different angle. Now the 
Chaudhury could have chosen Hary- 
ana as a start, of course, he could 
have even chosen a simple village 
— he should have chosen a simple 
village — and collected the first 
batch of thousand people — young 
— with whom he could sit for a day 
and give them the whole concept of 
India’s, future dreams. Each move- 
ment in this country has ended in 
disillusionment. Each election has 
made the people more or less dis- 
illusioned, What have you and I 
watched during the last few years? 
People getting disillusioned about 
the establishment, ringing for a 
change. finding no change possible, 
then reverting to where they .had 
‘committed a mistake — that is all. 
Therefore he could have told the 
thousand young men to go around 
the villages and canvass on foot, (on 
a) Padaytra, as they say. They will 
carry the message of the new India 
of his (Charan Singh’s) dreams, But 
the whole point is whether he has 
his dreams. His dream is limited. 
his horizons are limited, his views 
are limited to almost the climax of 
antiquated, anti-village type of eco- 
nomic relationship. Now, fhat could 
be a new style for a Prime Minister 
who calls himself a Gandhian. 


A village to him has primacy. I. 


think that's one point where he is not 
wrong. The village has to have a 
primacy not because, unlike in my 
belief—I do not believe that there 
is a conflict of interest between the 
village and city—but because the 
weakest child has to be spotted out. 
The weak link in the chain is the 
village, therefore, we choose it. That 
‘public meeting in the village would 
have had a new type of reverberation. 
Going to Kaithal is like going to a 
sabzi mandi. Going to a village 
would be different, and going to a 
village would regenerate in the 
hearts and minds of villagers a hope 
that an era has dawned. There are, 
first, (things) to be decided for a 
public meeting, It should have been 
properly organised, Second, the con- 
tent of the speech should have been 
proper. What type of society does 


the Chaudhury want? What type of. 


village does he want? What type of 
land relationship does he want? 
What tvpe of education does he want 
to have? What type of socio-economic 
structure does he want to Have? 


What type of relationship between 
the producing class and the rest does 
he envisage? What type of economic 
order does he want to usher in? We 
have all talked of new education, but 
what is new education has yet to be 
defined. 

The Chaudhury should have tackl- 
ed science and technology. For ex- 
ample, even upgrading of cattle to- 
day without proper, artificial insemi- 
Nation is an impossibility. It will 
take at least a thousand years if you 
have to change your cows, buffalos 
and milch-yielding cattle, or beef 
cattle—I won’t say beef, but meat 
cattle. Somebody would take objec- 
tion to that. If you want to change 
that progeny, if you want to change 
their naturalised pedigree then you 
would have to depend оп having 
semen samples, properly built, hav- 
ing artificial insemination, and there- 
fore having cylinders carrying liquid 
nitrogen which will be able to keep 
the sperm alive in the semen, kept 
forbeing injected into various animals. 
Because taking one cow, a she- 
buffalo to a bull or a he buffalo does 
not produce all superior types. 
Similarly, artificial insemination does 
not. But in the case of artificial in- 
semination six efforts may succeed 
out of ten. The dose of semen 
which issues once from a bull is 
enough to inseminate hundreds of 
she animals. Now, the Chaudhury 
should have talked of what he is go- 
ing- to do about animal husbandry, of 
how he is going to remove rural 
poverty. He should have been able 
to tell how he is going to upgrade. 
(the animals). Its not enough to 
say that artisans must be helped, He 
must have been able fo say how he 
is going to help the fisherman, how 
he is going to help the kumhar, the 
village potter, who today does’ not 
find even earth to make his earthen 
pots. During the Zamindari (system) 
the kumhars were allotted land by 
the zamindars—that you can pick up 
your earth from here, subject to 
sanction of the village. After the 
abolition of zamindari, everything 
rests with the Gaon Sabha. Its head 
is interested in money or sometimes 
charges so exorbitantly that there is 
poor demand. Then he should have* 
said that in our colleges for.art and 
craft whether the selection will be 
made from among the sons and 
daughters of the rich people who 
are interested in art and craft or 
from among the sons and daughters 
of those who had kept to the tradi. 
tional arts of India, as it is done by 
the kumhars, the potter man, the 
prajapati, as we call him, He should 
have been able to say what he is 
going to do—whether Union Carbide 
will continue to. have the licences for 
processing prawns which it had got 
earlier or whether the fishermen who 
helped to get these prawns will by 
the process gain something. 

He should have been able to say 
whether he will allow continuance of 
these banks to lose money and get 
bad debts, I will give you an ex- 
ample. I was studying a paper on 
Bengal. I found out that in Bengal’ 
all banks together distribute Rs 700 
crores annually as credit to the jn- 
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dustrial sectors. In ‘terms of the 
policy and social objectives laid down 
by the Government, one per cent of . 
this money must go for (loans on) 
differential interest rates, That 
means loans upto Rs 200-300, or a 
maximum of Rs 1,000. Now, wha _ 
are the people who gain by this _ 
money—the pheriwallas, the small 
shopkeepers, the small fruitseller 
who today gets loans every morning. 
from the money lenders at exorbitant 
rates, This three per cent differen- 
tial interest rate’ was created for 
these poor people ín the hope that 
they will get it. Now, in Bengal I 
have found out that the bad debts 
of banks is more than Rs 8 crores 
every year from the industrial sector. 
Rs 8 crores every year can be tole- 
rated by the banks as bad debts 
from the industrial sector, but they 
are scared to distribute Rs 7 crores 
to the proorer sections of the people. 
I think Rs 7 crores can be absorbed 
by Calcutta's small peddlers. The 
vegetable, fruit and meat peddlers, | 
provided the banking institutions ~ 
have the will or the courage or the 
direction or, if I may say so, if we 
could generate in them the will, give 
them the vision, and the Government 
kept a very vigilant eye on these 
big people who have become the 
chairmen of the banks to see that 
they do their jobs, that һауе not 
been dutifully done. They will lose 
Rs 8 crores, but not distribute Rs 7 
crores where recoveries are 98 per 
cent, If that Rs 7 crores would have 
been distributed, it would come back 
to the exchequer to the’ extent ot 
98 per cent and the bad debt would 
have been two per cent, which will 
be hardly anything. Two per cent of 
Rs 7 crores is not even Rs 20 lakhs. 
They are afraid of losing Rs 14 lakhs, 
they are not afraid of losing Rs 7 
crores. ТА 
Has the Chaudhury been абе to 
explain and spell out these ideas or | 
any new ideas about the new society? 
He keeps on simply talking about the 
correct human style. Now, what 
was his intention? How did he try 
to meet this hostility of the Press? 
I would agree the Press is. hostile 
at times, But, like the administration, 
the Press is also managed by human 
beings, and as it goes wrong, the 
administration can go wrong. The 
Press also may go amiss sometimes. 
You caunot, therefore, say that the 
whole Press is bad. He could have 
made a speech saying that what he 
said to the Press was to fan out 
more and more into the rural areas, 
study the people's ideas, project the 
Government's weaknesses, say where 


the policies have gone wrong, say 


where the promises to the weaker 
sections of the people have not been 
realised, made an in-depth study of 
the life—like in the USA—to root. 


out corruption. to go. deep into it, to 3 


get into the job. After all, the 
whole Nixon affair was found out by 
the study and reports made by some 
journalists. Now the Chaudhury 
claims to be the crusader of a fac- 
tion. Will he invite the Press #0 
join in that crusade? The ; 
e a very, very deed hel 
that crusade. ОЁ co 


may get a bit wild. The Press may go 
| off on a tangent but that doesn't 
d^ mean that he shouldn't do his job. 
ia He could have said, I appeal to the 
| | Press to help me in my crusade for 
this. But he said that the BLD was 
being squeezed out of the power 
| structure, ‘my friends were being 
|l squeezed out of the power structure, 
| I was being squeezed out of the 
power structure. What does that 
mean? .He places more importance 
on this notion than the nation’s 
ji malady. His remaining in power 15 
| more important than the setting of 
ni the national scenario in the context 
m | of the international scenario. Апа 
to that extent I disagree totally with 
the Chaudhury's choice, of place, of 
words and of scene at Kaithal. It 
is uninspiring. 

: You were a member of the 
carelaker Ministry for about two 
months. How could you say that the 
Government did not know the signs 
of its very existence? 

A: Well, all I said was that the 
attribute of the Government is that 
it should be able to command. Now 
l leave it to your judgment of 
Whether we made any perceptible 
change in the sliding disease which 
this Government had with regard to 
its capability to govern. It didn’t 
take any step or do anything to make 
people feel that we are capable of 
governing this country. A number 
of steps could have been taken, a 
number of areas could have been 
identified, Did the Chaudhury take 
the decision? Was the decision 
available to the Cabinet? Did the 
E: administration ever change? Really 
. Speaking, from my personal experi- 

ence—I am not letting out a secret 

—but I am telling you that I have 

been witness to, Secretaries telling 
me frankly—not in my department, 
but a number of Secretaries—that 
this Government was a quirk of the 
latest political situation їп the 
country. They never looked upon 
it as an authentic will of the people 
of India to go in а direction. How. 
ever, it was helpless. Nobody could 
have given it the legitimacy that it 
needed to assert itself. But at the 
same time the Chaudhury could 
have taken a number of Steps if he 
acted effectively in the matter of 
curbing the inordinate delay, or, if I 
| may say so, mismanagement which 
ў! the Government is responsible for. 
RH If he had done something good with 

HE regard to the history text books 

i immediately on his appointment as 
Prime Minister, the history books 
withdrawn by the Janata Govern 
ment, which gave India a perspec- 


2 tive of composite culture, If he ha 
‘thou А арреа scientists 
and technocra and got them t 


gether to help us in this energy 
crisis. It he had moved into direc 
tions new, and even talked to the 
editors of newspapers, journalists 
senior journalists— I wonder if he had 
a single Press conference since he 
joined as Prime Minister, I have my 
grave doubts. I would say there is 
no substitute for a Press conference, 
here you come face to face, meet the 
real media, 
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given à E 10 
udents for the future, ог ey 
үү villagers.. Look, he could n 
even have a committee on droug ‘i 
Any wise Prime Minister would ca 
every political Party leader and 58у, 
friends, we are facing ап  unprec 
dented drought, what are your sug 
gestions? With great difficulty, 
called a Chief Minien оте 
all that he id ; 
A with the Chief Ministers and 
tell some of them that пп ДЕ 
talk of revolution, you have done 
nothing in this. heartland. I do ut 
say that he should not have sa 
what he said, My point is a rums 
Minister at a conference does n 
quarrel. Prime Ministers create con 
sensus, not conflict. Therefore. ae 
didn't appear to govern at ШЕ 
the semblance of, Government whic 
had withered away during the Janata 
rule could not be restored. 


If he had 


Q : After your resignation, you 
made a strange allegation against 
the PM, by raising the questions of 
Kampuchea and Israeli cows. I pre- 
“sume, when you joined the Chau- 
dhury’s Government, you already 
knew about the limitations and basic 
approach of the PM. You joined the 
Government without. forcing any pro- 


|I will not give up my basic 
value system for the 
kingdom of heaven 


gramme but started to bargain ofter 
some ime. . Wasn't this unfair? 

A: Well, though those that have 
come to power to bargain see in 
everybody a bargainer, I would not 
like to. remind the people! never 
bargained for any position with the 
Chaudhury when I helped him to up- 
set the applecart of Hindu fanatics 
from the Central administration. My 
witnesses are the Chaudhury’s own 
men. I am willing for a confronta- 
tion with anyone, but I would like to 
Say clearly that be ıt Devi Lal, be it 
Karpoori Thakur, be it S. N. Mishra 
‘be it Raj Narai ‚ if any of them is 

« Willing to make a public statement on 
the nature of the bargain that I was 
hening Ш along the line. I was 

ing them to 
типа to overthrow com- 
course, this is nota s 
for the Chaudhury for PUB CER 
viour — he bargains before he does 
something. But I did. not do 50: 
After that, all that I was bargaining 
for- was principles, ideas, and pro- 

. grammes. Did I, at апу point of 

time, ask the Chaudhury or his ` 
friends to give me some more seats 
in the Cabinet? Did I, at any point 
of time, say that unless they gave 
me those seats I would quit? I only 
said that I will not merge with you 
and the condition for my merger was 
exactly what уои have said in the 
earlier part of your question, It was 
becoming clearer and clearer that 
Chaudhury Charan Singh had neither 
the comprehension, nor the will nor 
the political philosophy by which the 
socio-economic changes taking place 
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d orld, as understood by 
Cet made relevant to the 
efforts of the Indian polity moving 
towards a new direction. UE 1 
joined him, I joined him on a UE 

uestion — let nobody be in doubt 
2E recail the early August joint 
Statement of Charan Singh and Bahu- 
guna in which we said our differences 
with regard to national ae are 
too well-known to be repeated. That 
indicates we joined hands to fight 
the common enemy as the common 
enemy has been identified. А 

I think at that point of time 
the paramount duty of any , patriot 
was to do this minimum basic thing 
of throwing away the communal im- 
pact on the Central administration, 
It would be unfair to ud Trade 
joi them in spite o 1 1 
D It was as good . as Gandhi 
joining all hands, or the  Congrass 
in the struggle for freedom — (when) 
all factions of the people loved to 
join in (the fight) against a common 
enemy. So that was all. The limited 


purpose of our alliance _ Was this. 
I wanted to expand it into the 
social, economic and foreign affairs 
fields. There was resistance and 
that’s why came the break. Because 
I wouldn't then merge. 

Q: роті you [eel that your 


political sharpness has become the 
bane of your career ? 

A : Well, that’s what some people 
tell me but then I say that it is not 
the ideal for me to’ keep on angling 
for position by blunting the edge of 
my views, or ideas or ideologies. If 
having ideas and ideologies is called 
political sharpness or manoeuvrabi 
lity, Pm afraid, I cannot help it. I 
will not give up my basic value sys- 
tem for the kingdom of heaven. 


О : Now, what do you have to say 


about ihe so-called Bahuguna for- 
mula regarding Congress unity ? 

А : I must say I never gave any, 
formula. It’s true, I will not hide 
lt. Long ago, sometime in Septem- 
ber-October 1977, the idea was 
mooted by many of us. I won't name 


.all the friends — some of them are 


in Janata today, some of them are 

outside Janata today. When we 

thought that all the Congressmen 

pecs oa ile Congress ticket — 150 
ro j 

БИШ. y a ught into the 

would’ be a 


those people 


n e Janata, 
at let the basic sto 

Sedem struggle GE Ton 
ive viability to this countr: 

(people were) disillusioned’ wie dee 


the 


1 communal ele- 
ment in the Janata Part 

comin 4 C Edu 
coming dominant. The People of this 


had never 
Janata Government as : accepted the 


timacy) beyond the ЕНЕН legi- 
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we saw that if these people who are 
also irying to fight certain elements 
within the Congress, if they could 
join then a new type of political 
force could merge. Having come to 
a dead end because of the unwill- 
ingness of the people that were in 
power at that point of time, we 
stopped talking about it. 


This clamour for (the rights ot) 
backward classes originates from the 
misconception that a few services 
here and there will yield the results. 
Has corruption lessened in the admi- 
nistrative apparatus with the influx 
of other castes than the upper castes 
getting into the services? Wherever: 
reservation has been made, has that’ 
made any perceptible change? I am 
not opposed to reservation, let me 
not be misunderstood. What I am 
saying is unless the basic value sys- 
tem changes, we cannot wish away 

* corruption by a change of men. 
Unless the basic approach or the 
class character of the Government 
changes — and this doesn't mean 
caste character of the Government 
but the class character of the  Go- 
vernment. Which is the class you 
want to serve? Which is the type 
Of society you want to build? Unless 
these ideas are clear nothing will 
happen. Similarly, a gang-up of men 
has never won. It is not the number 
that has made the difference in the 
world. It is- always ideas, the ideo- 
logies which have made the differ- 
ence. Now, nearer home, in the 1971 
and 1977 elections do you think 
organisation won it? Do you think 
gang-ups of men won the elections? 
In 1971 the entire range of stalwarts 
was on one side. There was no 
organisation, I was general secretary 
of the Congress at that time and 
know what organisation we had 
Therefore, this uniting Congressmen 
will be another empty dream. 


We have to unite on ideas and 
nobody is willing to spell out those 
ideas. Now today’s (October 28) 
morning papers carry a story of 
some thought’ emerging in the mind 
of the Prime Minister for calling on 
his alliance partners to start working 
on a common minimum programme. 
A thing which L 2 
done, a thing 1 have been asking for, 
a thing which I asked him (for) in 
writing, orally. All our alliance 
partners, let us sit together. A 
leadership which can't even think of 
calling friends for a common poll 
strategy can hardly be expected to 
form a common minimum pro- 
gramme, This country needs a 
basic change, a basic break with its 
past feudal and capitalist character 
and if that can come, if those ideas 
can emerge. not just talking of revo- 
Aution, not merely saying that the 
sharecroppers shall not be. disposses- 
sed of the land he is tilling, The 
land relationship has to be finally 
settled, land goes to the tillers. 
Therefore I have told Chaudhury 
Sahdgb when he asked me to merge 
that it will be a gang-up bereft of 
basic ideological orientation. I talk- 
ed of a number of things in land 


should have been: 


reforms. I thought, the Prime Minis- 
*er till (this) day has talked of tardy 
land reforms. Did he go beyond 
that?7 What would, according to him, 
be the correct type of land retorms? 
1 just spelt out that. He excels im 
In negativism. I identified the tardi- 
ness ip land reforms and I told him 
what he should do, Beginning with 
Imparting rights in Bihar, conferring 
full rights of possession of the 
Sharecroppers in Bengal, conferring 
full rights of ownership on the land- 
less people who have been given 
land under the ceilings act in Karna- 
taka. I have been telling him about 
weeding out these cooperative socie- 
ties, these so-called ^ cooperative 
societies, and distributing land to the 
real landless peaple or forming  co- 
operatives of the real landless 
people. I told him, make your 
Government implement the Vishwa- 
nath  Committee's recommendations 
which I had started but failed to 
discharge, no doubt because I was 
elbowed out by vested interests by 
carrying all sorts of stories even to 
the (former) Prime Minister, ‘tell 
ing her that I was a challenge to her 
power. Essentially, I was a challenge 
to the vested interests. Therefore 
positivism is the need of the hour. 
Gang-up Congressmen, unite Socia- 
lists, for what? For which objective? 
Unless that is clear, nothing will 


Charan Singh excels in 


negativism 


happen. Therefore I have no for- 
mula but a formula of unity of 
minds. 

Q : Don't you feel Devaraj Urs 
negative approach of uniting all Con- 
gressmen agaist Mrs Gandhi will 
only help Mrs Gandh?? 

A’: The more we gang up without 
clear ideas, beliefs and set out basic 
objectives, the more advantage ` will 
accrue to anyone who is opposed _ to 
the establishment. Since she hap- 
pens to be the one opposed to the 
establishment, the advantage is 
bound to. go to her. 1 2 

О: What is the basic difference 
in approach between Babu Jagjivan 
Ram, Chaudhury Charan Singh and 
Mrs Indira Gandhi ? 

A : One knows how to talk 
politics, the other knows how to talk 
and use politics, the third оле 
‘doesn’t know how to talk politics 
and, much less, how to use politics. 

Q : At the moment tt seems you 
will not merge with either the Lok 
Dal or the Congress. What are your 

tions ? , 

A : Well, I have to think of ıt. 
Yes, I will not merge with the Lok 
Dal But there have been talks, dis- 
cussions, negotiations recently bet- 
ween the Congress, CPI(M), CPI and 
myself. I am waiting for those 
results before taking my: time to 
plan. But I must tell you, I will 
work for ideas, not merely ideas but 
for the implementation of those 
ideas. And for the remaining part 
of my life — which I treat as five to 
seven to ten years, at most — Iwill 
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crusade for those ideas and im- 
plementation EC 


you do? 
A : Well the first point, I have 
been a little shocked by reading this 
morning's newspapers : Mr Devaraj 
Urs has offered publicly that he will 
choose the good points out of the 31 
points. To me, each of the 31 points 
is a cardinal principle of my faith. 
Those 31 points find their origin in 
the past promises of the Congress ' 
while it was struggling for freedom. 
Therefore it has a national sanction. 
It is a sanction much higher than the 
normal Parliamentary sanction. It was 
a promise sanctified by the blood and 
Sacrifices of millions of our brave 
people. No, 1 do not know if Mr. 
Devaraj Urs has read all the 31 
points because there is nothing bad 
in those 31 points. The 31 
points are an integrated picture of 
the Indian economy, its polity and its 
foreign connections. They barely 
State the principles, not the body. 
Each one is a direct thesis. It ap- 
pears to me that Urs has not liked 
some of them, obviously, that’s why 


she doesn't support some of them. 


Gandhiji used to say, I am. willing to 
join hands with anyone if he serves 
the national purpose. But this is a 
hypothetical question that you have 
raised and I don't think it's time for 
MAE 1 will have to see the  back- 
ground, the nature of the offer made 
in the light of past experiences, find 
out the worthiness thereof...... l can 
come to any conclusion. 

Q : How do you see Devaraj Urs’ 
politics in Delhi. The president of the 
Congress is trying to fight against. 
communal forces. He 15 aligning 
with Charan Singh's Lok Dal, CPI, 
CPI(M) and Socialists against the 
Janata Party dominated by the RSS, 
In the south he is clandestinely ad- 
justing with the Janata Party tn Kar- 
nataka. 


A : I share the anxiety which is 
inherent in your question. I have 
made these points plain to Mr, Deva- 
raj Urs. My fears and their basis 
have already been conveyed. I'm 
convinced that opportunistic alliances 
are bound ‘to fail. I’m mot say- 
ing that he is doing so. Yet 
me make that very clear. It 
is not that he has told me that he’s 
doing so. The stories emanating 
from the Press remain uncontradic- 
ted till they die. That there might 
be local adjustment of seats with the 
Janata in a number of States begin- 
ning with Kerala right up to Maha- 
rashtra and Guiarat. In Kerala and 
Tamil Nadu it is already there now. 
In Andhra, Karnataka and Maha- 
rashtra..and now has come the story 
of Bengal also. All this is going to 
happen. That would embarrass the 
alliance partners not only in those 
States but also in the rest of th 
country and the balance of advanti 
will go to one who is fighting аб. 
clearly in the battle. 
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Too clever by 


А Hemavati Nandan 
Bahuguna has come full 
\|circle. By severing links 
|jwith Mrs Gandhi on the 
fateful morning of Feb- 
ruary 3. 1977, he took a dramatic 
place upfront in national politics. 
But call it an irony or a quirk of 
fate, on October 19, 1979, the second 
non-Congress Prime Minister, Mr 
Charan Singh, asked him to quit the 
Central Cabinet, 

Mr Bahuguna, whom his political 
detractors prefer to call Natwarlal, 
is generally considered too sharp both 
by his political foes and friends. And 
this cleverness according to his 
critics has become the bane of his 
career. So far, he has been able to 
hitch himself to various bandwagons 
to remain in political limelight since 
he knows that left to himself he is 
not a winning force, at least in 
Parliamentary elections. He flou- 
rishes in the company of a stronger 
force. Mr Bahuguna, a shrewd: 
judge of himself and those around 
him, cleverly convinced Babu Jagiji- 
van Ram of the necessity of leaving 
Mrs Gandhi in 1977. And that seal- 
ed the fate of Mrs Gandhi, ў 

But it appeared that Mr Bahuguna 
was losing his sure touch when the 
disintegration of the Janata Party 
started in the monsoon session of 
Parliament last July. After initial 
dithering, Mr Bahuguna, against his 
better judgment, joined Charan 
Singh. He was certain that he would 

æ able to outfox his old rival in UP 
politics Chaudhury Charan Singh. 
But the tension was visible all the 
time. Things almost came to a crisis 
point when despite pressure from 
Madhu Limaye, Raj Narain and Biju 
Patnaik to merge his CFD with the 
Lok Dal on September 26, Bahuguna 
refused to do so. 

Bahuguna survived the September 
tussle by asking for some more time. 
He told Charan Singh’s emissaries 
that his name had not been cleared 
by the Prime Minister, who had 
termed him a KGB agent. In the 
process he. cleverly forgot that he 
had also described the Prime Minist- 
er as unsound of mind. Charan Singh 
immediately said that he had been 
misinformed by  Morarji Desai, but : 
of course the Chaudhury did not 
fully withdraw the allegations. 


In the next phase Bahuguna con- 


By TARUN GANGULY 


Vijyendra Tyagi 


a dialogue with the Shahi 
opened ae X Bahugunas much 
я d meeting of : vaunted support among the Musiims, 

his “CED. RC. ре in his own -~ But the QUIAE An ae 
Party, which had neither a flag, nor s becoming clouded . : 
a constitution nor any ideology, pro- The CPI 
posed three different things. One 
with Loki 


ent on a platter, 
"and in the pro- 


hal 


e guna's behest but 


which had almost got 


.Bahuguna now started asses: 
his position. The situati ol 
weird turn when ct 
that the  Russians- considered that 
only Mrs Gandhi could provide ; 
stable Government in the co 
The story goes that a senio 
leader, who had been t 
found the Russians very 
Mrs Gandhi. Did that - 


close to the Bahuguna car 
he had made up his min 
Charan Singh on the. 
Charan Singh too was 
doubtful about Bahuguna’s 
motives. So before Bahug 
jump off the Chaudhury 
Charan Singh . asked him 
And that left 
but to leave. 


propounders of the theory s 
the CPI is the Trojan horse in 
Lok Dal camp, destined to | 

towards Mrs Gandhi after the 
tions, But then these are the 
ponderables ip politics abou 
there cannot be any clear-cut 
at this stage. z 


Party on May 1, 1977.” 
CFD Ministers 


tried to persuade R 
blank, When Bahuguna 
meeting of I 
for 'Calcutt id 


low more under 
Gandhi than 


recalled. Secondly, people | 
Kamalapati Tripathi and N. 
of UP do not want Bahuguna in th 
own backyard. That means Bahugu 
will find it difficult within the С 
gress (1) at present even if be — 
there, с : Aa 
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think that the controvérsy regarding 
the Silent Valley project is unneces- 
sary.” 

The Silent Valley contains India’s 
only substantial stretch of tropical 
evergreen forests, the habitat of 
many complex and botanical species. 
Most of the animals living in the 
interior forests depend on vegetable 
food reserves: among the mammals, 
the arboreal species (living on tree- 
tops) are more abundant than terres 
trial ones in this région. 

“The lion-tailed macaque (топ- 
key), the Nilgiri, langur (ape) and 
the giant squirrel are so  acclima- 
tised to the environment .of the 
valley that tampering -with the eco- 
logical balance will force them into 
extinction", says Mr M:;.K. Prasad. 
“The lion-tailed macaque * is of ‘ex- 
treme importance in understanding 


the biological and social evolution ~ 


of man. It is a rain-forest dweller 
which can’t adapt itself to any new 
environment. Its extinction will 
mean the loss of one more link in 
the chain of evolution. Some poli- 
ticians have suggested the removal 
of rare animals from the valley to a 
well maintained zoo”, moans Mr 
Prasad. “When I was trying to im- 
press upon a politician about the 
rich reserve of medicinal plants 
here, he at once said, ‘can’t you sow 
the seeds in a number of gardens 
and have many more such plants ?' 

Apart from mouthing populist 
sentiments, the Kerala Government 
had-also sought to discredit the con- 
servationists by claiming that the 
Silent Valley is indeed not a virgin 
forest. that illicit tree-felling and 


. smuggling has been going on here 


since 1914. “This is like a plea for 
continuing rape on the ground that 
virginity has not been preserved", 
noted an editorial in. tne дшш. 
And then there's this argument that 
the natural riches of the valley are 
not exclusive. The report of the 
multi-disciplinary survey team, led 
by geologist P. K. Thampi, states 
that several new species of animals, 
insects, flowers were noticed by the 
ll-member team which surveyed 
only 425 sq. km. of this area recent- 
ly. "If a more extensive and 
thorough survey is not conducted 
before the dam is constructed, it 
would be difficult to say later what 
has been lost”, P. K. Thampi adds. 
According to T. S. N. Moorthy a 
beautiful, non-poisonous snake has 
also been discovered. This snake 
wants to be carried away even by a 
man who attacks it! : 
That only one-tenth of the Silent 
Valley is. being used for the dam is 
vet another specious justification put 
forward by the Kerala Government. 
But ecologists fear that elimination 
of even a tiny fraction of a virgin 
forest can prove disastrous and dis- 
turb the natural balance. The heart 
of the Silent Valley forests where 
the dam will be constructed, pere 
forms a very important function: it 
regulates the water supply to h 
plains, by retaining rainwater 1n the 
sub-soil and releasing it slowly. : 


. this way the hydrologic balance is 


maintained. This ахегіѕ floods and 
droughts in the plains. Soil erosion 
too is prevented and the climatic 
condition of the whole region is 
maintained. 

“There are already complaints 
that standing crops in the villages 
around the forests are being raided 
by wild animals", adds M. K. Prasad. 
“Wild boar and porcupine are the 
most menacing among them: cattle 
lifting by tiger has also been report- 
ed. All this is due to the preliminary 
work on the dam site. Further pres- 
sure on and persecution of wild lite 
by the inhabitants in the centre of 
all forests would force them out into 
the fringes of the forests. Already 
the crops in Mukkali colony have 
been trampled by elephants". 

In 1970, the task force of the 
National Committee’ for Environ- 
mental Planning and Co-ordination 
(NCEPC), under .the leadership of 
Zafar Futehally made a study of the 
Silent Valley and expressed serious 
reservations over the hvdro-electric 
project. However it made a “serious 
mistake” by suggesting a number of 
safeguards in case the Kerala Gov- 
ernment persisted with it. Around 
the same time, the Kerala Forest 
Research Institute too studied the 
situation, and in unequivocal terms 
cautioned the Government against 
plundering the valley. The Kerala 
Government seems to have suppress- 
ed this report. 

The safeguards suggested by the 
task force were given. great publi- 
city by the Kerala Government, as it 
claimed to have the greatest con- 
cern for minimising the loss to the 
forests. They include: no colonies 
for staff and labour will be construc- 
ted within the boundaries of the re- 
served and protected forest areas. 
After the execution of the project, 
only the minimum maintenance staff 
shall be allowed to stay at the pro- 
ject site, provided they '(a) will not 
keep cattle and goats, (b) will not 
bring any land under agricultural 
cultivation and (c) will assist fully 
in forest fire protection measures. 
No gun licences should be given in 
the project area. The project should 
provide funds and place them at the 
disposal of the Kerala Forest De- 
partment for compensatory  affore- 
station of an area equivalent to that 
used by the hydro-electric project in 
the Silent Valley. E 

The safeguards do not provide any 
effective guarantee against certain 
climatological threats to the region. 
“Those who have favoured the pro- 
iect try to tell us that the require- 
ments of human beings are more 
important than the preservation of 
a few monkeys and trees but they 
do not understand the ecological 
stability of these forests is crucial to 
the economy of the region", says M. 
K. Prasad. According to him this 
stability depends on the maintenance 
of the tree-cover. a 
oF the task force constituted by the 
NCEPC stated that if the present 


trees are replaced by others for. 


silvicultural or horticultural purpos- 
es, or агу removed for any other 
reason, the top soil will be washed 
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-natural forest around. it had vanish- 


away in one single monsoon. Follow- 
ing its denudation - the land will be- 
come unproductive for any agricul- 
tural purpose. Sueh havoc has al- 
ready been wrought at Idukki, 
Though this project-began only in 
1967. the approach road was ~ cons- 
tructed in 1954, allowing unréstrain- 
ed encroachment and by the time 
the project was completed, the 


ed and the micro-climatic conditions 
underwent dramatic changes. The 
summer heat is now as intense as in 
the plains. Landslides are more fre- 
quent during monsoons and wells 
and ponds in the area dry up quick- 
ly in summer. “The Kerala Govern: 
ment may be serious on safeguards 
but how can one expect the officials 
of the pou Board to have 
genuine concern for ecology", Mrs 
Rukmani Arundale had и 

The report by KSSP also seeks to 
question the henefits that would 
accrue from the project. The report 
says: “The project envisages irriga- 
tion facility for about 10,000 hec- 
tares: irrigation has meaning only 
if it can give the required amount 
of water, at the required place and 
the required time. The experience 
so far does not indicate any possibi- 
lity of realising all these three re- 
quirements ^ simultaneously. Only 
where lift irrigation has been re- 
sorted to, has it been possible to 
assure water supply for irrigation. 
Lift irrigation requires eitaer diesel 
engines or electric motors to lift 
water. The former is costly and has 
often proved to be unreliable be- 
‘cause of the irregular supply of 
diesel The latter has not proved al- 
together successful due to interrup- 
tions in power supply, unsatisfactory 
services and inadequacies in distri- 
bution". 

What are the alternative sources 
for the immediate supply of power 
to the Malabar area? The KSSP 
noted; “The Idukki-Karnataka 220 KV 
line, if expedited and extended to 
Cannore, will be able to convey bulk 
power. A crash programme can 
make the transmission system effec- 
tive enough in a year or two”. By 
the time the Silent Valley project 
will be completed (say, by 1989), ít 
will provide 522 million hydro-energy 
units whereas the region will re- 
quire a minimum of 2,600 million 
units of hydroenergy. The cons 
truction of a thermal station, and 
that too of the coal-fired variety is 
strongly recommended but the 
powers that be seem to be bent 
upon this hydro-electric project. 

The KSSP cites the examples of 
Projects where priority was given to 
environmental considerations іц 
deciding the fate of hydro-electric - 
projects. In 1967, two dams across 
Grand Canyon of Colorado river in 
Arizona were not given clearance on 


account of their threat to wildlife. _ 


Tamil Nadu gave up the — 
Moyar project to save the wildlife of — 
Mudumalai and  Bandipur region. 


ARTHUR PAIS, Trivandrum 
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routed in Sikkim 


The victory procession 


ЦЕ former Chogyal of Sikkim, 
| Palden Thondup Namgyal, was 
encaged in a red box in 1975 and 
came out from a black one in 1979. 
The magician, the people of Sikkim, 
waved tne magic wand in no uncer- 
tam terms. The people had cast 
their votes in the red referendum 
box which stood for the merger of 
Sikkim with India and abolition of 
the institution of the Chogyal. 
Through the black ballot box in the 
October Assembly elections еу 
voted for Sikkim : Janata Parishad 
(SJP), a regional Party neither re- 


gistered with nor recognised by the . 


Election Commission of India, which 
is avowedly against both the issues 
ihe red box had represented. 

The full import of the results was 
brought home when jubilant suppor- 
ters of SJP moved from the historic 
White Hall in Gangtok the vote 
counting venue, to the nearby palace 
gate chanting the 
anthem’ that was banned by the 
Government of India after the pro- 
tectorate Himalayan kingdom joined 
the Indian union as its 22nd State 
on April 27, 1975. What triggered 
off the midnight procession was the 
announcement of the result of the 
Dzongu scheduled ‘tribe constituency 
where a diminutive forest ranger 
turned politician, Athuk Lepcha, 
humbied Kazi Lhendup Dorji, 
former Chief Minister and Мем 
Delhi’s man in Gangtok. 7 

The crushing defeat may cause the 
Kazi to retire from politics, It will 
take more than an able organiser to 
Janata Party 
workers in the fold. The turn of 
events have also prompted a number 
of deputationist IAS officers who 
were allegedly a part of "the Kazls 
divide and rule .policy and corrupt 
administration" to leave the State. 
The new Chief Minister, Nar Baha- 


‘Sikkim national , 


dur Bhandari; has levelled 93 speci- 
fic charges of corruption against the 
former administration, demanding: a 
CBI enquiry into them. 

Bhandari is also determined to 
demand the recall of the Governor, 
B. B. Lal, for his alleged involvement 
in politics. Uncontirmed reports in- 
dicate that Bhandari may suggest the 
name of the Chogyal as the first 
citizen of the State. Bhandari's elec: 
tion symbol was a horse, the rein of 
which, he said, would be placed in 
the hands of the threesome Sik- 
kimese “brotherhood consisting of 
Nepalis, Bhutias and — Lepchas. In 
his scheme of things the 50,000 
strong Indians of non-Sikkimese ori- 
gin who form nearly 16 per cent of 
the State's over 300,000 population 
are “outsiders” who should not in- 
dulge,in local politics. 

One of the primary reasons of the 
Janata Party's total rout was a sus- 
tained campaign that the Kazi's com- 
pliance to include 9,000 plainsmen 
electors was a conspiracy to enable 
them to take over Sikkim. Тһе 
denial of franchise rights to about 
25,000 Stateless people of Nepali 
origin, described as “noncitizen” only 
lent credence to the need of a cru- 
sade against the plainsmen. 

Bhandari has, however, been able 
to rally round the SJP a considerable 
section of the people belonging to 
all the three communities who be- 
lieve that the Party wiil figure out 
some eflective way to force the 
Central Government to review the 
merger and the Chogyal issues and 
also keep the Indian plainsmen at 
bay. In order to muster support of 
a cross section of the people, 
Bhandari kept the other hot local 
issues like inclusion of the Nepali 
language in the Constitution’s eighth 
schedule and the Presidential Ordi- 
nance giving effect to Lok Sabha Bill 
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number 79 of 1979 withdrawing — 
reserved seats for the Nepali com- 
munity. in the Assembly at a low 


CY. 5 ee DUE 

The élections over, some of the 
architects of Sikkim’s merger have 
now swollen. the ranks of hangers-on 
around Bhandari criticising their own 
act and blaming others more vocally 
than the Janata Parishad itself. The 
game of defections is also on and it 
has benefited the Janata Parishad 
raising its strength from 17 to a stable 

19 in a house of 32 members: The 
Chogyal thought it was wise to be 
abroad during the elections with 
compensation involving lakhs of 
rupees still pending with the Central 
Government, so that he was not ac 
cused of politicking. But Prince 
Wangchuk, a tough young man who 
feels that the China bogey in Sik- 
kim is merely an “alarmist opinion” 
maintained a telegraphic liason with 
his father in the USA about the 
election results. He also made а 
few of his rare public appearances 
in meeting Bhandari at a hotel in 
Gangtok Bazar after he was named 
‘the Chief Minister. NS 

The main question now is, to what 
extent Bhandari will go on the ques- 
tion of the merger and the Chogyal 
at a time when the Central Govern- 
ment's unstinted support is essential 
for him to implement any of his 
election pledges. His promise of 
needbased wages to Government em- 
ployees, social security for educated 
unemployed, paid panchayat office 
bearers who wil be his eyes and 
ears will strain the purse of the 
State whose internal revenue does not 
even match the non-Plan expenditure 
but which enjoys the highest per 
capita development expenditure in 
the country. 

There was disappointment writ 
large on the faces of some radicals 
when Bhandari did not make any 
reference to the merger and Chogyal 
issues’ in his first public speech after 
winning the elections.. What he can 
attempt to do with reasonable hope 
of success is to persuade the Central 
Government to give the Chogyal a 
fair deal in property settlement and 
a respectable position in society, 
free from an organised canard al- 
ways being directed at him. : 

L. B. Basnet advisor to SJP, who 
won the prestigious ^ cosmopolitan 
Gangtok constituency felt one just 
needed a “rudimentary common 
sense to understand that the.merger 
cannot be undone though it was, as 
Morarji Desai had agreed, illegal and 
unconstitutional”. — Bhandaris cryp 
tic and ‘repeated “no comment” to 
the questions therefore leads one to 
the conclusion that he is keeping 
the issues open only to ensure a 


магу Central Government's continued 


cooperation and further special treat- 
ment to the sensitive border State 
where the rain god still responds to 
the prayers of monks blowin х 
sive horns and beating cymbals from _ 
the akars of mysterious Buddhist 
monasteries to give the State 
weather for an election to be 
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Bloody Wednesday! 


No one knows how many died 


N Wednesday, October 17, the 
people of the largest industrial 
township in North India, Faridabad, 
were not talking of the familiar pro- 
blem of labour unrest; they were wit- 
nessing a bloody vendetta. As groups 
of the city's two lakh workers trudg- 
ed towards Neelam Chowk to keep a 
date with their brethren, policemen 
readied for action at the approach to 
the Chowk. When the workers rea- 
ched the spot, they were bluntly told 
to disperse. They refused. Shots 
were fired, first in the air and then 
on the crowd, sparking oft a wave of 
violence, arson and murder of a kind 
the city had never seen before. At 
the end of the day there: were several 
dead and injured. The Government 
maintains eight people died—six on 
the spot and two others in hospital— 
and 19 were injured. Though the ac- 
tual figures cannot be ascertained, 
dead bodies were seen being hurried- 
ly removed from the trouble spots in 
police jeeps. 

According to spokesmen of Farida- 
bad's strongest and most active union, 
the CPI(M)-supported CITU, which is 
being accused of collusion with the 
Lok Dal to incite violence and discre- 
dit the Haryana Janata, Government, 
the police action was totally unpro- 
voked and premeditated. The night 
before the violence had erupted, they 
say, a large number of patients. had 
been discharged from Faridabad's 
Badshah Khan Hospital and additio- 
nal stocks of medicines were acquired. 

Workers in the township have been 
on the warpath for quite some time 
now. Their main grievances relate to 
lay offs, closures, poor pay (a wor- 
ker’s average pay is Rs 150; many 
workers are kept as apprentices for 
years with a stipend of Rs 120 and 
often correct registers аге not malin- 
tained of all the workers in a factory, 
and how much they are paid), recruit- 
ment of casuals in place of those re- 
trenched, and attacks on workers by 
goondas hired by the managements. 
Some of the factories against which 
allegations persist are East India Cot 
ton, Autopin, Ceraco Auto, American 
Universal, Precision Steel and Bharat 
Carpets. Before the trouble broke 
out, at least 25 factories in the area 
were on strike or under partial lock 
out. Workers also complain of ex 
cessive use of Section 144; hardly has 
a month passed since the lifting of 


' the Emergency, when prohibitory Or- 


ders have not been in force. In pro. 
test, a massive rally was organised 
by an AlkTrade Union Action Com 
mittee consisting of representatives of 
CITU,  AITUC, HLU, a faction o 
INTUC and some independent leaders 


` on September 21, at which a 12-point 


charter of demands was declared and 
approved. The demands ince ee 
withdrawal of cases against каке 
arrest of the managements 1 us 
Koondas, grants of compensation 
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all workers, and a minimum wage of 
Rs 350 (three months ago the mini- 
mum wage was raised from Rs 160 
to Rs 250, but even this is not being 
properly implemented by manage- 
ments, CITU workers allege). At the 
same rally, a call was given for a 
bandh on October 6. The Govern- 
ment's response was immediate. Sec- 
tion 144 Cr P C was reimposed in the 
township after a gap of 25 days. The 
bandh was postponed to October 17. 
to avoid a breach of the prohibitory 
orders and also to give the Govern- 
ment more time to think. 

Think the officials did, but on the 
‘wrong lines. Meher Singh Rathi, 
Haryana’s Labour Minister came to 
Faridabad and tlireatened the Action 
Committee members with dire conse- 
quences if they went ahead with the 
. bandh: “Faridabad ko police chavni 
bana doonga aur tum sab ko sidha kar 
doonga” (Faridabad will be swarm- 
ing with policemen, and you shall all 


o 
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The body of Kashmiri Lal Bali 


be set right) he was alleged to have 
told a group of · workers. But the 
workers did not budge. If the bandh 


was to be withdrawn, _ negotiations 
should be held, they insisted. On 
October 15, another 20,000-strong 


rally was addressed by, among others, 
the local Lok Dal MLA, Deep Chanc 
Bhatia, who told the workers to go, 
ahead with the bandh, even violate 
prohibitory orders, if the authorities 
did not speak to them. There was no 
incident, however. Following the rally, 
prohibitory orders, which had been 
lifted, were reimposed around mid- 
night on the 15th, when most workers 
were indoors and asleep. The an- 
nouncement that Section 144 was in 


force was made in only a few 
areas of the sprawling industrial 
township. 


ot~until 10 the next morn- 
vibe it was already too late— 
that the organisers of the bandh, pre- 
parations for which were made well 
in advance, came to know about the 
prohibitory orders. The Action Com- 
mittee members began frantically 
spreading the news, but only a tew 
could be informed. Hundreds of 
workers from all over Faridabad and 
the surrounding areas, from the many 
cotton, engineering, chemical, rubber 
and plastic factories began grouping 
up and moving towards Neelam 


. hideouts, 


Chowk from as early as 8.45 a.m. 
When they came to a railway over- 
bridge—the immediate approach tu 
the Chowk—a contingent of  police- 
men led by Sub-Inspector Brahm Dutt, 
stopped the procession. The officer 
fired three shots in the air and then 
on the crowd, killing three workers. 
Furious, the workers charged ahead, 
overwhelmed the policemen, and beat 
the officer to death. Thus started a 
brutal worker-police vendetta, with 
policemen firing indiscriminately on 
the crowds, making lathi charges and 
bursting tear gas shells, the workers 
retaliating by stopping a train and 
burning two - jeeps and two fire bri- 
gade vehicles, destroying property in 
some factories, and forcing shops and 
establishments to close down. The 
police chased the workers to their 
and picked up the dead 
bodies and rushed them away. Eye- 
witnesses insist not less.than 50 must 
have died and over a hundred were 
injured. In one of their encounters, 
a force of 25 policemen pursued a 
group of workers to Press Colony, 
took up positions on the stairs of a 
house and in front of a wall in the 
adjoining Jawahar Colony, and ^ed 
ten rounds. It is impossible to say 
where they aimed, but instead of a 
crowd of workers, the bullets tore 
through the temple of Kashmiri Lal 
Bali (42), who was standing on the 
roof of one of the houses in the loca- 
lity, and ripped open the abdomen of 
another person, Jagdish Prasad (30), 
who was standing a few feet behind 
Bali. Two children who were playing 
on the roof, Surinder Kumar (16) 
and Anil Bali (12), Kashmiri Lal's 
son. were also injured. When this re- 
porter met ‘one of the injured childr- 
en, Surinder, he pointed to the spot 
where Kashmiri Lal fell dead. A large 
mark of splattered blood had not 
been cleaned. 


There is another version of what 
happened, of course — one less dam- 
aging to the authorities. The violence 
was a result of inter-union rivalry, 
and incitement by CiTU and other 
leaders, including Mr Deep Chand 
Bhatia, who was later arrested. The 
workers were bent upon making the 
October 17 bandh a success, and on 
the fateful day, began forcing shops 
and establishments to close down 
They had prepared themselves for an 
organised aggression on the police. 
The police action was necessary to 
protect a train the workers had stopp- 
ed, and an oil tank they threatened 
to set on fire, which might have caus- 
ed an explosion that could be disas- 
crous for the entire city. Mobs had . 
burnt down police jeeps, fire brigade 
vans and a DTC bus, property belong- 
ing to a tyre factory, and lynched a 
police officer to death. They had no 
right to disturb peace and destroy 
. public property if their demands . 
—which the Government was yet to - 
know about, anyway — were not met 
said Haryana’s Janata CM, Bhajan 
Lal in an angry statement. He refus- 
ed to institute a judicial inquiry, but 

agreed to start a magisterial inquir: 
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Calcutta TV does it again 
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Sudhangsu Dasqupta 


{Ск on the heels of the report 
Nog in SUNDAY (October 7) on the 
censorship game being played | at 
Doordarshan Kendra, Calcutta, they 
played the game again. Producer 
Abnijt  Dasgupta's regular pro- 
gramme, Youth Time , this time tele- 
cast a debate (“This house believes 
that mass media aggravate youth 
unrest”) on October 18, at 8.50 pm 
with six young participants, ‘and 
chaired by Mr Sudhangsu Dasgupta. | 

While summing up the debate, Mr 
Dasgupta said something to the effect 
of categorising the various people 
who are affected by mass media, be. 
they gentlemen or Communists. It 
was the usual debating technique 
of making a tangential remark about 


‚а current subject, and this was ап 


innocuous dig at the very most. The 
reference was to the "power" tussle 
between the State power commis- 
sioner, Mr S. M. Murshed, and . the 


then acting power minister, Dr 
Ashok Mitra, when (on July 6) the 
latter recalled a special taskforce 


which was on its way to the Santal- 
dih power station to study its prob- 
lems. This erupted into a battle or 
egos and Dr Mitra, it was hoped, 
would make an apology as-becoming 
of a gentleman. Mr Mitra had then 
exploded: “I’m not a gentleman, I'm 
a Communist" The entire episode, 
including the remark owned by Dr 
Mitra himself, received nationwide 
enough, 
even at that time, Business Standard 
(щу 8) reported: "Calcutta Door- 
darshan added its mite by suggesunB 
in its Bengali news that no such; in- 
"ident took place"! 


А209 


‘ 


Possibly hoping for public memory 


: to fade, the programme which was 


recorded in mid-July was only tele- 
cast in mid-October — not a regular 
practice. One might concede that 
this was at’ ' least a professionally 
polished move. But Calcutta TV 
wasn’t ‘taking any chances. So they 
simply switched off the sound track 


at the required moment. The attempt | 


this time was to pass it off as a pos- 
sible “technical detect"—so naturally 
no apologies were tendered to the 
viewers or to Mr Dasgupta, nor was 
his permission sought prior to the cut. 
And they. very nearly succeeded 1n, 
their game. All viewers I spoke to 
immediately after the programme 
were not even aware of the “cut”, 
and those who had noticed, thought 
it was a technical defect either in 
their own TV set or the transmission. 
The two give-away clues were: the 
Switch-on and off sound, and the con- 
tents of the statement which confirm 
any doubts. Mr Sudhangsu Dasgupta 
preferred not to comment on this 
though he agreed to reveal the nature - 
of his statement. Evidently, while the 
"chop-suey" as reported earlier in 
SUNDAY (October 7) was horribly 
ham-handed, this time it was a study 
in the methodology of censorship! 
Calcutta TV is learning fast—even if 
this is a Left handed compliment. 

Last time, it was argued by Miss 
Mira Mozoomdar; director, Doordar- 
shan Kendra, Calcutta, that four mi- 
nutes, not six, were,cut. This time, 
it is argued by another official that 
“exactly 12 \ 
erased.” Is censorship divisible? 

According to Calcutta TV, the 12 
seconds of audio had been erased 
“with the intention to edit, not cut." 
It was scheduled for telecast “а week 
after recording, and the programmes 
had been issued to the Press to this 
effect But last minute changes, 
especially with sports programmes: 
(cricket) forced a postponement: by 
three weeks each time. Meanwhile, 
two other Youth Time programmes 
were also held up.for the same rea- 
son, and that is why this programme 
was eventually telecast three months 
later. “So the programme was not 
held back АНОД 

Meanwhile, the ro 
programme, Mr Abhijit Dasgupta, 
had to go abroad at 24 hours' notice 
(“on Dussehra day") and the requir- 
ed “rectification” could not be made. 
By the time he came back and rejoin- 
ed (*on October 19"), the programme 
went on the air with the erased por- 
tion as it was. TV feels that three 
months later, the item had become 
outdated and at that stage, they 
“wouldn't have bothered to tamper 
with it". TV also feels that the state- 
ment by Mr Sudhangsu Dasgupta was 


` “uncalled for and in bad taste", and 


they had therefore erased it. 
ANIL GROVER, Calcutta 
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Bihar - 

United we stand 

a chance 


TNA'S Gan- 
dhi Maidan 
was festive with a 


of the CPI followed by supporters of 
the Lok Dal. The supporters of the 
Congress, CPI(M) and Forward Bloc 


illi throng on were few and far between. And 
October 23 E unen there were the supporters of Sibu 
the  five-Party left Soren’s Jharkhand Mukti Morcha, a 
. democratic, anti- group of armed adivasis. The pre- 


authoritarian, and ponderance of the red CPI flag made 


j anti- communalist it for them literally a "red letter 

: S OPI CPI) a 2 it lly, there was an unseemly 
Lok Dal, Congress, CPI, CPI(M) an nitially, re 4 € 
Forward. Bloc held a rally there, Per- scramble as to which constituent 
haps Patna had not witnessed sucha would lead the procession. Accord- 
gathering since the days of JP's ing to the original plan, the Lok 


Bihar movement in 1974. Peasants, 
bare-bcdied and also in colour- 
tul attire, adivasis with drums, 
bows and arrows and workers from 
all over Bihar had assembled there 
to listen to the speakers. The rally 
was held to condemn the Govern- 
menf's inaction in combating the 
crisis in Bihar caused by drought, the 
rise in prices and the shortage of 
essential commodities, But in effect, 
it demonstrated the Strength of the 
alliance partners on the eve of the 
J Lok Sabha elections. 


yg People poured into Patna from the 
early hours of October 23, They came 


Dal was to be in the lead, followed 
by the CPI, Congress and others. 
But this plan was upset when some 
Congress supporters, led by Ram- 
lakhan Yadav, emerged at the head 
of the procession. Along with him 
was the Lok Dal chief of Bihar. 
Mundrika Singh, on a jeep, with 
elephants and camels marching 
ahead of them. When the procession, 
which was about 10 km long, reach- 
ed the Gandhi Maidan it was already 
half full, with more people arriving 
every minute. Slogans there were 
aplenty —Hame c we lok shahi, 
nahi chehiye tana shahi (We want 


1 democracy, not di 1 
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A view of the Gandhi Maidan 
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(Crops are drying up while the Mi. 
nisters are making merry)". At the 
meeting the alliance leaders— Kar. 
poori Thakur, Abdul Ghafoor, Ram. 
lakhan Singh Yadav, Chaturanap 
Mishra and others—called for the 
unity of the alliance partners, 

But, till the time of writing, no 
unity has emerged, despite a number 
of meetings to this end, The rally 
has only had the effect of making 
the CPI more confident as had 
happened in 1975 when a СРІ-Соп. 
gress, Anti-Fascist conference wags 
held in Patna where the CPI stole 
the show, After the conference, the 
two Parties had drifted apart. Would 
it happen again? Soon after the rally 
at Gandhi Maidan, the CPI demand. 
ed that it would contest 26 out of 
the 54 Lok Sabha seats from Bihar, 
Besides, it has voiced its dissent over 
the “anti-workers’ spirit" in Charan 
Singh's draft election manifesto. The 
CPI(M) has staked its claim to 10 
seats. The CPI maintain that des- 
pie the fact that they have won a 
maximum of five seats in the past, 
that too in alliance with the Congress 
in 1977, they have acted as a balanc. 
ing factor in по less than 20 con- 
Stituencies and have helped other 
Parties win. The CPI(M) has never 
had any representation in {һе Lok 
Sabha from Bihar. Yet, this year, 
as their demand for seats has shown, 
they are more ambitious. This is 
probably because of their alliance 
with the CPI. The Congress has also 
set its sights on contesting a large 
number of seats, but is ready for a 
Compromise. As for the Lok Dal, 
Karpoori Thakur insists on seeing 
the alliance through or at least a 
“seat adjustment”, 

But the partners have little choice 
before them, The CPI has a central 
directive not to have any truck with 
either the Congress (I) or the Janata. 


position 

Mon "E su 

2v a CPI leader who said: « 

is no option but о D 

a cre are, however, chances that ` 
e alliance may finally materialise. 
e seat [үпте would be rough- 


Lok Dal the rest. If ОШ 20 and the 
ed upon, the Lok 


key seats and th 
e f at 
the upper castes would гон 


ing tnturned to defeat the backwards 
Ш the elections may force the 
alliance partners to unite, 
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Kerala 


Left unity: 


IN his book White House Years, 
currently being  serialised іп 
Indian апа foreign journals, 
Henry Kissinger says that "policy 
emerges when concept  encoun- 
ters opportunity". In Kerala 
where, е left and demo- 
cratic unity encountered its opport. 
unity to come to power, policy took 
a nose-dive and hid itself beneath the 
slag and slime of rank opportunism. 

What was originally sought to be 
achieved in Kerala was a realign- 
ment of forces to replace the ruling 
united Front. The Front came into 
being as an anti-Marxist instrument 
a decade ago, a polarisation which 
today is negative nationally, and 
Strategically unwise as far as the 
State is concerned. The new volte 
face in Kerala has led not merely to 
an anti-Marxist Front, but to an even 
more rabid formation — an anti- 
Communist Front of the type which 
toppled the first Communist Minis- 
try two decades ago. 

It was only in the last week of 
September that the ruling Front part- 
ners, including the CPI and the Con- 
gress, issued a joint appeal indicat- 
ing their willingness to hold talks 
with the CPI(M) to forge a left and 
democratic front. To achleve this 
they had also agreed, in principle, to 
the dissolution of the State Assem- 
bly — a precondition laid down by 
the CPI(M). But the talks got bog- 
ged down over a proposed legislation 
which, controversial by then, had 
become a "prestige issue", with the 
CPI(M) demanding its withdrawal 
while some of the ruling Front part- 
ners like the Kerala Congress, the 
Muslim League and the Congress 
insisted ons its passage. The CPI 
which stood firm in the beginning 
and through the negotiations finally 
gave up its stand in the “interest of 
left unity”, 

In analysing the present situation, 
we have to consider two political 
developments in the State since the 
talk of left unity began. In the re- 
cent civic elections the Marxists al 
most swept the polls. Their 1mpres- 
sive victory at the long overdue 
civic polls, which took place after 20 
years, gave them a new confidence 
and indicated how the winds were 
blowing. Taking note of this and the 
possibility of a left takover after the 
coming elections, the bishops gave а 
call to the two Kerala Congress fac 
tions, which are Christian dominated, 
to unite. Instead of dissolving the 
Assembly and going in for fresh 
elections, an alternate non-Commu- 
nist Ministry was on their minds. 
There was much more to this c 


than a mere interest in their unity. 


Perturbed at the prospect of a com- 
bination of progressive Parties com- 
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ne step backward 


ing to power, the Church wanted re- 
to consolidate. 
that the obvious, even blatant, hint 
of a bishops' appeal was not lost on 
certain elements 


issue of the land gift bill gave an 
unexpected opportunity for the anti- 
Communist elements in all the Par- 


. Haryana 


The Lok Dal starts its 
campaign 


CTOBER 14, an unusually torrid 
day for the northern plains, 
day Chaudhury Charan 
Singh chose to declare war against 
the forces of evil which for him are 
represented by the Congress(I) and 
the Janata, Launching his election 
campaign in Kaithal, in Haryana, 
100 kms from Chandigarh he ob- 
served morosely that his opponents 
' would meet' with failure. 
PM's visit was bereft of the 
how one associat- 


` by capitalists whose enemy the, 


usual pomp and s 


head of a country. 


there was only one other dignitary 
on the spot to greet thé Chaudhu- 
ry when he alighted from an IAF 
helicopter — the Deputy Speaker 
Kanwar Vijay Pal Singh 
Lok Dal But the meeting 1 
was well attended. Lok Dal parti- 
sans even claimed a crowd of four 
lakhs, but the more correct estima- 
te would be far less. What is true 
fs that such large 
rarely been held 


town. 

In the first of two speeches be- 
ving for Rajasthan on the: 
second leg of his hurrie 
tion tour, he decl 
the Harijan Minist 


I have done for them”, 
proof that he was in no 
ti-Harijan. When it came to 
why he had 

ith. Morarji Desai, 
"I made him the Prime 
» and justified 
sion regarding the 


meetings have 
„ìn this small 


ers or Chief 


arting of ways 
rmer PM had 
be “abhimani” after 


Press continues its сат. - 
showering abuse on me," - 
“you can be sure that I ; 


| turned out to 
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ties to demand an alternate Minis- 
try. The Muslim League and the 
Kerala Congress, which would have 
benefitted by the passage of the bill, 
took the initiative in the matter. 
They found instant support being 
extended to them by the Congress(I) 
and the Janata which were all along 
opposing the land gift bill. The Con- 
gress, which thought that 'political 
honesty' demanded the passing of the 
bill, was forced to go along with the 
Party. None of these Parties were 
interested in going to the polls since 
the Assembly had a life of another 
two and half years and because they 
thought that their manoeuvring would 
help them get power or at least its 
fringe benefits. Thus, instead of 
widening the left and. democratic 
Front in Kerala, by a process of rea- 


am doing positive good for the 
downtrodden villagers". He explain 
ed the logic behind this by saying 
that the “newspapers are again- 
st me because they are controlled 


Lok Dal is”. Mrs Gandhi and Atal 
Behari Vajpayee figured promi — 
nently in his attack on ' capitalists 
and traders (“God forbid, if the 
Pakistanis drop a. bomb on Delhi 
tomorrow, these dishonest traders 
would double the prices") React- 
ing to the charge of  casteism 
against him, һе said, "Let Mrs. | 
Gandhi and Vajpayee declare that 
they will assure jobs to those who. 
marry out of their castes and I will 
retire from politics and leaye the 
Lok Dal" He lashed out at Babuji, 
saying "I preferred Morarji to Jag- 
jivan Ram because I could mot 
trust the latter who was a party 
to the declaration of the Emergen- 
cy which sent us all to- jail. I did 
it from my sickbed and a few . 
months later the same Prime Mi- 
nister had the audacity to demand 
resignation when I was sick. 
at a comparison. And they call 
us defectors — — 

But it was the tenor of the Chau- 
dhury's speeches in the strongest 
of Lok Dal strongholds that left 
one surprised. There was none of 
the expected assertiveness. Mrs 
Gandhi too had visited the same > | 
town three weeks previously and 
shé had vigorously attacked both | 
the Janata and the Lok Dal, 
Also equally surprising was | 
the - failure to touch on 
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Orissa 
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Issues and personalities 


It's Mrs Gandhi 


versus Biju 


| rather frequently in 
the Seventies. In 
1971, there were 
elections to the Lok 
Sabha in March 
and the State Ass- 
й embly in June. 
i 2108 .Three years later 
in 1974, elections were held for the 
Assembly again. Depite half the 
State ‘under feudal rule (the other 
half is comparatively well off) the 
Left movement . is yet to sprout. 
Neither agricultural nor industrial 
labour is properly organised. Under 
such circumstances, jn Orissa, per- 
sonalities rather than issues domi- 
nate the election scene. The forth- 
coming elections will probably not 
be any different but some local 
issues can easily become rallying 
points. 

From 1952 to 1961 it was the 
Maharajas versus the Congress, In 
1961 Biju Patnaik came to power and 
since then his personaljty has domi- 
nated the political scene in Orissa. 
In 1967, he was with Mrs Gandhi 
and both of them proved to be nega- 
tive personalities: “Biju Hatao" be- 
came the Opposition’s slogan and 
the Congress was swept out of power. 
A coalition of Swatantra Party and 
the Jana Congress, a breakaway Con- 
gress group, ruled the State until 
the coalition broke down in 1971 and 
fresh elections were declared for the 
State Legislature. 3 

In 1971, Indira Gandhi and Biju 
Patnaik parted company and the 
war of nerves began in earnest. In 
spite of the massive Indira wave 
which swept the country in 1971, 


Biju Patnaik successfully preyented 
the Congress from coming to power 


4 [N Orissa, elections 9mm 
E have been held 2 
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in Orissa. Patnaik's Utkal Congress, 
the Swatantra Party and the Jhar- 
khand joined hands to form the 
Government. This coalition however 
did not last long, The 1974 elec 
tions brought Mrs Nandini Satpathy 
to the forefront of Orissa politics. 
She easily became a force to reckon 
with, but the Emergency and later 
her defection to the CFD pushed 
Nandini into the background. 

The forthcoming elections will be 
a clear-cut contest between Mrs 
Indira Gandhi and Biju Patnaik; jt 
will be a clash of personalities, Biju 
Patnaik today does not have the 
charisma of 1972, Predictably, the 
Opposition’s election campaign . will 
centre around inflation and bad Gov- 
ernment. The Opposition is likely to 
harp on the point that Biju Patnaik 
did not live up to his promise of 
giving Orissa a steel mill and a 
shipyard. . . 

People in this State have already 
started thinking about Mrs Gandhi 
despite what she did during the 
Emergency, because of the weak 
Government at the Centre and the 
scarcity of essential goods in the 
State. Ninety per cent of the elec 
torate in Orissa live in villages and 
it is yet to be seen how far the 
promise of a "farmer Prime Minist- 
er’ can affect the voting pattern. 
Candidates are, it is true, often 
selected on caste considerations but 
there is not much hostility between 
castes and this is therefore ‘unlikely 
to be an issue in the elections. The 
same can be said of communalism. 
For the rural people of Orissa, Delhi 
is very far away and predictably 
local issues will decide the fate ot 
the Parties. 
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two people 
earning 


for me. 
My husband 


and my bank. 


You might call me a 
little fortunate. 


In a way I am. 
It all started fiye years 


ago when my father left 
me a small inheritance. 


On my husband's advice ~ 
I invested it under the — 
Deposit Certificate 
Scheme with UCOBANK. 


And welcomed into my 
life another earning 
partner. 

Today UCOBANK keeps 
adding something to 
my small inheritance. 
In time to come Ull be 
able to make a present 
to my daughter. ' 
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round the corner 


Andhra Pradesh 


` berouted" 


ARTHUR PAIS 
Dr M. 


talks to 
= Channa Reddy, 
Chief Minister of 
= Andhra Pradesh. and 
ОЛОРУ one of Mrs Indira 
N Gandhi's staunch 
/ | supporters, on the 
Jl cues involved in 
4 the - elections. 
: What are the main issues (as 
far as Andhra is concerned) in 

this election ? 

A: There are no local issues involv- 
ed ; we are fighting to have a 
strong and stable Centre ruled by 
a-progressive Party. The two year 
long Janata misrule has harmed 
the nation considerably ; our 
fight is to initiate a process to re- 
pair. the situation. А 

Q: But your predecessor, Vengal 
Rao, wants to make this election 
a referendum against your two 
year rule as the Chief Minister... 

A: He's welcome to... I have full 
confidence in the people : we 
have stood by them. One of the 
earliest decisions taken by the 
Cabinet was to exempt small far- 
mers who own 5 acres of dry or 
2.9 acres of wet land from pay- 


May 1979 cyclone for instance : 
because the State Government 
moved in swiftly and took prom- 
"pt measures to evacuate the peo- 
ple in thousands very few lives 
were lost. You know what happ- 
‘ened during the 1977 cyclone ? 
Even though Vengal Rao was 
warned about it sufficiently in ad- 
vance, he continued his stay in 
Delhi indulging in petty politick- 
ing, He didn’t even show interest 
in the disposal of dead bodies. 
This time as soon as we got the 
warning, we moved in. If the 
State Government had not. acted 
speedily, there would've been 
thousands of deaths, and we 
would have got all the sympathy 
of the world. I have no use for 
sach sympathy, I am a man of 

I. — action and since Andhra is curs- 
DE ed by periodic cyclones, my 
1 _ Government is going ahead with 
. a plan to plant causuarina trees 
j all along the coast for a width 
of 200 metres. After an interval, 
cashew and coconut plantations . 

will also be started and we'l) 

allow habitation only behind 

these plantations. A d 

Q : But your Government is steadily 
acquiring an anti-people image... 

4: Pure, malicious propaganda. I am 
a man of action and I cannot to- 


ment of land revenue. Take the _ 


food i 


"Vengal Rao will 


lerate sycophants and people who 
indulge in sheer rhetoric. The 
other day people from C. Rajesh- 
wara Rao's constituency asked 
me to set up а polytechnic: I 
promised and the project :5 be- 
ing readied. The CPI leader made 
a public statement that for the 
first time he had come across a 
CM who stood by his word — and 


so fast... 3 3 
Q: And yet the CPI is fighting 
against you... in spite. of 


Rajeshwara Rao, 

A: He's a senior man in the Party 
and despite his personal goodwill, 
he cannot change his Party's atti- 
tude ... nor can he join the 
Congress (I). But I am glad to 
say that many Congressmen, par- 
ticularly at the grassroot level, 
are deserting Vengal Rao and 
joining hands with Congress (1). 


B. P. Maurya who used to swear ; 


his loyalty to Mrs Gandhi (you 
know I got him elected from An- 
dhra) now goes around saying 


fantastic things, that Congress (1) 


The voter 


5 S he pete i Didier: 
SAHADEV RAI, 35, a roadside 
peanut vendor, in Calcutta, who 
hails from Madhubani district in 


Bihar, says : “I will vote once 
again for Indira Gandhi's Con- 
gress. Look at what the Janata 


did. Neither could they govern 
nor could they form a stable Go- 
vernment, Everything is so  ex- 
pensive that there is hardly any 
profit left for me. Onions cost 
Rs four a kilo. At least during 
Indira Gandhi's rule the prices of 
tems were not so high,” 


A: 


> 


Digitized by Sarayu Foundation Trust, Delhi and eGangotri 


eT‏ ا 


issidents will walk out. He’s in- 

UE in mere wishful thinking. 
As the person in charge of the 
election campaign for all the 
four southern States, how do 
you evaluate your Party’s chan- 
ces ? 


+ In Andhra we will win all the 42 


ts). The Left combination 
led d Vengal Rao will be totally 
routed. Somctime ago Vasudevan 
Nair, the CPI leader, was telling’ 
me that the CPI and CPI(M) 
were going to be allies and this 
would create a problem for Cong- 
ress(I). You're welcome to join 
hands, I said. Even in Andhra 
you may do so, I added. But he 
himself said that in Andhra such 
an alliance won't cut ice... 
Whatever my critics may say, 
people here are with me and 
with Mrs Gandhi. 
In Karnataka we hope to win 
atleast 20 out of the 28 seats, and 
since the Left Parties in Kerala 
are isolated, Congress (1) should 
have a bright chance . We will 
win at least 50 per cent of the 
seats. And in Tamil Nadu, we 
should win a majority of the 
seats. 


: You feel quite optimistic about 


Kerala. Despite Congress (1) 
losing heavily in the panchayat 
election. One hears that even 
C. M. Stephen is looking for a 
safe seat outside Kerala. 


: The scene has changed dramati- 


cally since the fall of the Vasu- 
devan Nair Ministry, Now people 
in, Kerala too are realising that 
only the Congress (I) can bring 
in stability and Stephen is quite 
optimistic. 


: Do you think that the people in 


Tamil Nadu will buy ihe Con- 
gress (1)-DMK alliance ? 
,Couidwt you have prevailed 


upon your “good friend" MGR 
to stay back with. Mrs Gandhi ? 
There’s a complete and Senuine 
change of heart in the DMK : it 
has realised that only Mrs Gandhi 
means business ... I will not 
comment on why MGR stayed 
Out of the alliance, but this much 
I can Say, we were gradually los- 
ing faith in him after he with- 
drew his offer to support 
Gandhi in Thanjavur, 


2 Specific inci- 
dents which have been d ue 
by mass riots, like the Ramiza 
the alleged 
police rape of Shakila who @ 2 
committed suicide. This may cosl 
your Party the Muslim votes. 
These Incidents were 
rily politicised. Facts Show that 
the Police acted withi 


the Centre to set u 'the norms: 
Over a hundred wor ers died last 
„a the Kanpur riots. Why 
wasn't a judicial enquiry started 
there ? Despite these two inci- 
dents, I am sure -of the Muslim 


Mrs’ 


DORSET i c 5 ie end 


unnecessa- · 


uis, m 
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Why did Pakistan at 


gence, lamented. It is absurd to sug- 
gest that the defender is bound to 


A. G. NOORANI reviews Asghar Khan's book on the - 
Indo-Pak war of 1965 to answer this and other questions 


PLEASE do not rub in 
my weakest and fatal 
point,’ Mohammed Ayub 
Khan would tell G. W. 
Choudhary whenever he 
questioned him on his fateful deci- 

sion to go to war on Kashmir in 1965. 

He accused Foreign Minister Bhutto 

and Foreign Secretary Aziz Ahmed 

. of misleading him. Choudhary served 
as Director-General (Research) at 
the Foreign Ministry from 1967 to 

1969 and as Minister of Communica- 

tions thereafter till 1971. 

The consequences of that war were 
far graver than many imagined. First; 
Ayub lost the confidence of his real 
constituency of power, the armed 
forces, as well as his popularity with 
the people, especially after Tashkent. 
‘Second, the war =хроѕа erstwhile 
East Pakistan’s isolation from the 
West. If its security depended on 
China’s help rather than the armed 
forces of Pakistan, why could it not 
ensure that help by its own exer- 
tions? Significantly, Sheikh Mujibur 
Rahman's famous six points were 
propounded m February 1966. Lastly, 
the war bred in Pakistan a false illu- 
sion of victory so that the Tashke 
accord acquired in the people’s eyes 
the image of a sell-out, very similar 
to that fostered in German eyes after 
1919—of an “undefeated” army bet- 

rayed by the leaders at Versailles. 
Such illusions serve, in turn, to breed 
neurosis. 

Air Marshal (Retd.) M. Asghar 
Khan’s book is an interesting addi- 
tion to the growing literature on 

| that war by Pakistani writers, Моге 
so, the remarkable foreword by Altaf 
Gauhar who was close-to Ayub. White 
their views on Ayub differ, hatred of 
‘Bhutto unites them. Together they 
help to answer the question: How 
and why did Pakistan decide to 
attack India and how and why did 
she stop the attack? 

The bare facts were already we}! 

known. In May 1965, even before йе 
Rann of Kutch arbitration agreement 
was signed, a force of some 30,900 
men, known as the Gibraltar Forces, 
was set up under the leadership of 
Gen. Akhtar Husain Malik. In July, 
Ayub visited them at the headquar- 
ters in Muree and addressed them. 
On August 5 guerilla attacks were 
launched across the cease-fire line. 


Asghar Khan had-relingnished office 
as Commander-in-chief of the Air 
Force on July 23 and knew nothing 


about what was brewing. 
Pakistani 


It was a 


initiative, entirely. Altaf 


Gauhar writes; “Asghar Khan is not 


` alone in suggesting that 


60 


the 1965 


: Qu А] 
-have spilled the 
Ars 


War was fought for no purpose. 
Nothing has been written so far which 
could give a dispassionate observer 
the feeling that there was some great 
principle or ideological position for 
which Pakistan adopted a course of 
action which was bound to lead to 
large-scale conflict. Nor is there any 
evidence that even at the politicai, 
diplomatic or professional level the 
operations had been properly plan- 
ned." 

It seems that towards. the end of 
1964 the Kashmir Publicity Commi- 
ttee—a Foreign Office front body— 
had recommended military action. 
Ayub Khan shot down the idea. Why 
did he change his mind six months 
later? Asghar Khan writes: “I found 
it difficult to believe that the Presi- 
dent, who had always been cautious 
in his approach to international re. 
lations, particularly as they affected 
our contacts with India, should have 
agreed to a policy that had the germs 
of a conflict on a major scale. In the 
first week of August we read in the 
newspapers of the incursion of Azad 
Kashmir volunteers across the ceasz- 
fire line into Indian-held Kashmir. 
As these incursions began to increase 
in intensity it became obvious that 
a major shift had occurred in our 
Policy towards Kashmir.” 

Operation Gibraltar was based on 
two assumptions—the Kashmiris were 
ready to revolt if promised guerilla 
Support and. India would confine 
military action to Kashmir and not 
Cross the international frontier. Both 
Were proved hopelessly wrong. "The 
plan originated with the Foreign 
Office, and we have an authentic re- 
Cord of Bhutto's advice in his Govern- 
ment's White Paper on Kashmir 
published in January 1977 in his 
letter to Ayub Khan of May 12, 1965: 
"There is for the present at least the 
relative superiority of the military 
forces of Pakisan in terms of quality 
and equipment. “But, it would end 
with the passage of time. He added, 
specially, “India is in no position to 
risk a general war of unlimited dura- 

tion with Pakistan." There could 
be "general war of limited duration", 
It is clear from the extracts of the 
letter that Bhutto did not think that 


India would regard an attack on 
Kashmir as one on itself despite its 
repeated declaration to that effect 


from 1951 onwards and most recen- 
tly in April 1965. 

The first four infilrators gave 
away the whole plan in a broadcast 
on August 8. “The blighters 
T beans", Brigadier 
had, Director of Military Intclli- 


ain 


. UP State Museum, Ha. 


conform to the level of the offensive. 


unleashed by the attacker. India 
mopped up the irregulars as best as 
it could and occupied the Haji Pir 
salient. Pakistan marched into the 
Chamb on September 1, threatening 
Akhnur. Asghar Khan recognises that 
India was "left with little choice but 
to remove this threat to the secu ‘ity 
of their vital strategic areas and, 
rather than confine the contest to 
Azad Kashmir, decided to extend the 
area of conflict to West Pakistan.” 

All Pakistani accounts agree that 
India’s march to Lahore came as a 
surprise. Controversy begins here. Ai 
‚а PNA meeting at Lahore on Feb- 
ruary 26, 1977, Asghar Khan alleged 
that Chen Yi, the Chinese Foreign 
Minister, had warned Bhutto when 
he passed through Karachi en route 
to Paris that India would attack 
Pakistan. but Bhutto had deliberately 
given information to the contrary. 
"After September 6, when I met 
Ayub Khan he told me that Bhutto 
had deceived him." 

Interestingly, this accusation by 
Ayub does not figure in the book, 
which is published now as it was wri- 
tten in 1987. though һе repeats his 
charge that Bhutto distorted his talks 
with Chen Yi. Asghar Khan is altoge- 
ther wrong. The meeting took place 
on September 4 not “on Ist or 2nd". 
as he avers. Rv then Pakistan was 
well inside 
offensive might well have been laun- 
ched on the 4th rather than two 
days later. Moreover, the possihility 
af Indian action should have been 
reckoned by Pakistan when it plann- 


ed the whole venture, in May. More- - 


Over, why should Pakistan depend 
on Chinese estimates of India’s reac- 
02? 

Bhutto's letter seems to bear out 
е chàige that he had assured Ayub 
Khan that India would never cross 
the international frontier. 
Cannot exonerate Ayub as Altaf Gau- 
har does. Altaf, however, has some 
interesting : 
this point. 


before. Bhutto left for 
attend the Security Council meeting 
in which the resolution 
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uttered a sentence ШШЕ ЕД Sarayy. 


forget. "This means the end of my 
political career.’ 

Aziz Ahmed had only one concern 
during the war. Except him no one 
should see the President. Mian Arsh- 
ed Hussain, who was then Pakistan’s 
High Commissioner in New Delhi, 
claimed in a meeting after the cease- 
fire that he had sent a message 
through the Turkish Embassy in New 
Delhi on the 4th of September 1965 
informing the Foreign Office that 
india was planning to attack Lahore 
on the 6th of September. This mes- 
sage was duly received in Islamabad 
but never shown to Ayub Khan. 
When Aziz Ahmed was confronted 
with this, his only explanation was 
that he had not seen the message in 
time. 

In his rejoinder to the Air Marshai 
on March 1, 1977, Aziz Ahmed said 
that Chen Yi did advise that “India 
would not launch a war against Ра. 
kistan at that time” and claimed that 
the minutes of the talks, at which 
he and Agha Shahi were present. 
were submitted to Ayub Khan. 

Now, this may well be so. But what 
turns on the talks on September 4 
when Pakistan had already crossed 
the Rubicon? What is amazing is 
Aziz Ahmed’s claim that “our assess- 
ment at that time was that India. was 
determined ic launch an attack ag 
inst Pakistan." This is a lie. If Paki 
tan had expected the Indian move. 
she would not have moved No. 7 


Infantry Division located south of 
Lahore to the Chamb area. 
Plainly, Aziz Ahmed's boast is 


false. Pakistan did not expect India 
to retaliate as it did. In 1976, the 
Defence Journal of Karachi quoted 
Мај.-Сеп. Shaukat Raza as saying 
that, “On 3rd September 1965, the 
Chief of General Staff, Maj-Gen. Sher 
Bahadur, held a conference of Direc 
tors. We were informed that our 
troops had attacked Chhamb from 
across the ceasefire line in Kashmir. 
Lt.-Col. Riaz Ahmed (Historical Sec- 
tion) asked if adequate precautions 
had been taken for the defence of 
Lahore and Sialkot as the Indians 
were bound to react in these areas. 
The Director, Military Intelligence 
(Brig. Irshad), supported by Director, 
Military Operations (Brig Gul Hasan), 
assured the. gathering that the In- 


lans were in no position to start 
an all-out war.” 


O much for the manner 

in which the . war was 

launched. How was - it 

brought to an end? To 

: begin with, despite its 
remarkable performance in the air, 
akistan's counter-offensive оп the 
ground was successfully blunted and 
à war of attrition had begun. Asghar 
an went to Peking, Jakarta, An- 
ara and Teheran to seek help. He 
told Chou En-lai on September 10 
that “Chinese moves on India's nor- 
thern borders would help to reduce 
the pressure against us in West Pa- 
istan.” After consulting President 
Liu Shao Chi, Chou said that the 
Proposal had such serious implica- 
lions as to make it necessary for 
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em to discuss things with Ayuo 
Khan. He suggested that they could 
meet at Peking or Rawalpindi or at 
any other place our President found 
Convenient. I said that I would con- 
vey their wish to Ayub Khan. Pre- 
mier Chou En Lai added that it was 
important for them to know whether 
we really meant to fight until our 
Dolitical objectives were achieved. 1 
said that I had no doubt that Pakis- 
tan would fight to the end." 

But China's ultimatum to India on . 
September 16 helped Pakistan little. 
Reason ? It brought the US and the 
USSR on the scene. On September 14, 
US Ambassador John M. Cabot had 
told the Chinese representative at the 
Warsaw talks “to stay out of the 
Indo-Pakistani conflict”. Otherwise, 
he implied, the US and other. UN 
nations would retaliate against China. 
Choudhury’s version that Ayub “slipp- 
ed into China for intensive discus: 
Sions" to take the Chinese into con- 
fidence about his decision to accept 
the ceasefire seems unlikely to be 
true. 

In 1974 a Pakistani academician, 
Anwar H. Syed, wrote in his book 
Ching and Pakistan that “After the 
Chinese sent an ultimatum to India, 
the American and British Ambassa- 
dors advised him that the Chinese ac- 
tion might lead to a general, and pos- 
Sibly nuclear, war. Unwilling to risk- 


` a break with the United States, and 


unnerved by the thought of a larger 
war, b Khan now appealed to the 
Chinese to withdraw the ultimatum". 
This is borne out by Asghar Khan 
and more so by the White Paper. 
When Asghar Khan urged Ayub to 
keep fighting, the latter kept saying 
“We are under pressure". { 

In his statement їп 1977 Aziz Ahm- 
ed revealed that on September 19 the 
British High Commissioner, Sir Mau- 
rice James, had called on Ayub run 
with an urgent message from Prime 
Minister Harold Wilson. Bhutto and 
Aziz Ahmed were both present at the 
meeting. The burden of the message 
and the statement of the High Com- 
missioner was that Pakistan must 
accept a ceasefire before the Chine- 
se ultimatum to India expired. Other- 
wise, he warned, “the nuclear pow- 
ers would take over”. At this threat, 
to the dismay of the Foreign Minis- 
ter and mine, Ayub Khan visibly we- 
akened. The High Commissioner had 
won his point”. The White Paper sets 
out the discussions at length. Pakis- 
tan accepted the ceasefire before 
midnight of September 22 when the 
Chinese ultimatum to India was due 


UE yas after the ceasefire accord: 
ing to Asghar Khan — and no 
before it as Choudhury believes m 
that Ayub went on a secret trip п 
Peking with Bhutto, Nur Khan an 
Asghar Khan. This was after a сор. 
ference at Tashkent had been agreed 
but before it was held. The Chinese 
criticised the conduci cn уше war but 
e trip to a | 
Uae Khan, "also, learnt nothing 
from the episode. Despite the know- 
ledge of Operation Gibraltar which 
he acquired later, he had no hesitati- 
on in declaiming in Lahore three years 
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thereafter that “this was a war not 
only for the preservation of our inde- 
pendence, but for the preservation of 
Our very existence" which was threa- 
tened by “Indian aggression". In the 
book however, he describes the war 
as having been “fought for no pur- 
pose". While attacking Bhutto for 
rashness, he tried to outbid him in 
demagogy as an antidndian hawk. 
On February 26, 1977 he asked Bhu. ~ 
tto at an election rally. "why had he 
sneaked into the Indian High Commi- 
ssion at Karachi through a bath 
‘room ?” 
It is in vain to expect him to inject 
any sense of realism into Pakistan's 
India policy. Altaf Gauhar is more 
sensible. He writes, “Asghar Khan 
holds that Ayub Khan yielded to 
foreign pressure when he could have 
carried on the war regardless of the 
unsatisfactory situation on the 
ground. If all the information and . 
documents relating to the War were 
made public, Asghar Khan might 
revise his judgment," He points out 
that “few people outside the armed 
forces realise how close Pakistan 
came to disaster in the 1965 War due 
to inadequate preparation, facile as- 
sumptions and criminal Foreign Offi- 
ce advice. The full facts still remain 
to be disclosed.” He further points 
out that “unless all the facts of 1948, 
1965 and 1971 are made public, our 
people will go on living in a false 
world, scoring imaginary victories 
against fictitious adversaries.” This is 
the task before Pakistan's leaders. 
But they seem unwilling to under- 
take it. Why, even Altaf Gauhar holds 
that "if Asghar Khan remained in ; 
command of the Air Force he would 
have given the Operation a positive 
and decisive complexion, because of 
his devotion to the cause of Kashmir 
and his whole attitude toward war 
with India." Clearly, what they really 
regret even now is not the launching 
of the attack but its failure. : 
They criticise Anglo- American 
"pressure" on Pakistan quite oblivious 
of the fact that it was Pakistan which 
had first sought outside intention. — 
by China. And without Chinese help 
could Pakistan have hoped to inflict 
defeat and impose its terms on India? - 
Оп the day India retaliated on the 
Lahore front, September 6, the U.S. 
Ambassador met Ayub Khan. The 
White Paper records that “оп no less - 
than three occasions during that mee- 
ting the ambassador told the  Presi- 
dent India has you by the throat." 
Both, the attack and its failure, are 
historical facts of relevance to the 
Kashmir question today. А nation 
which fails in'its own chosen for- 
um — the battlefield — cannot hope 
to achieve success at the conference 
table. Had Pakistan won the war, 
would it have held a plebiscite in Kas- 
mir under the UN resolutions ? The _ 
war has cost Pakistan dear. But it is 
not too late yet for it to put the p 
behind it and seek a new relations un "us 
facts of the past and Mum E : 
The First Round.: Indo-Pak 
1965 (Vikas Publishing House 
Ltd. Rs 35). ; $ 


Its her year... she deserves a special gift... 


| The Gift of Love 
? Children. Innocent. Beautiful. A child who is kissed and cuddled 
Our most precious possessions. and truly loved grows up 
So fragile. Handle-them with care. affectionate and well-balanced. 
Treat them with tenderness: Treasure and cherish your children 
so they may learn in their turn to ~ 
Realize that growing US a treasure апа 1o eene E 
i iness...an . you give them the gift of lo 
time of oue EUER Мак кен give them the capacity 
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Carona Cares ора Footwear 
Nearest to you 
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| (t O ) A tribute to children 
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N ў in the International Year of the Child: 


| rA 
Carona Sahu Co. Ltd. Regd. Office: 221, Dadabhoy Naoroji Road, Bombay 400 001. 
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is the burning issue of the 
recent rift between 
Shatru and Amitabh Bach- 
han, the usual stands have 
been taken by the two 
concerned parties, Amitabh 
is the tight-lipped (stiff- 
upper-lip, 1 should say) 
cold, oflended person, 
deepening the mystery of 
what actually happened. It 
seems however, to have 
been sparked off:by the 
release of Kaala Pathhar, 
irrespective of any other 
tensions there may have 
been under the surface 
before this. And needless 
to say, the other party in 
this cold war is Shatru, 
yakking about it to everyone. 
And with the shrugging of 
shoulders and the J-have- 
no-quarrel-with-him state- 
ments which he is making, 
there is-the undercurrent 
of a taunt in what he says 
_ — he is very sure of his 
Capacity he says; which 
means that the other per- 
son isn't. 


) IE the end of year proving 
to be a time for 
wedding in filmland? 
Following the Neetu-Rishi 
wedding scheduled for 
November 3 js a strong 
rumour that Shabana Azmi 
and Shekhar are going to 
a a i 
Nazneen : 
Leaning towards 
a big break 


Chaya Arya 


now her mom will be at 
peace, since her one wish 
has been that Shabana 
should marry. 


N the flood of flop films 


Hema Malini down from 
where She ruled there is 
one which promises to be 
a resurrection for her — 
at least that is what trade 
circles predict. The film 
is Manoj. Kumar's Kranti. 
Not only has she got a big 
good role, but Manoj has 
projected her in a very 
desi, sexy image which no 
one has done before, 
Manoj the excellent visua- 
liser to come up with 

the bull’s-eye role for a 
falling star as in the case 
of Hema, or a rising one 
Struggling to get up there, 
like Zeenat, 


silo 


н A2 look who’s going 
all out, at least 
verbally, to prove to the 
film world that she too, 
can act .., I mean really 


enys y 


Jezebel : What are the producers waiting for? ( 


follow suit as well. Maybe 


that have certainly pulled 


Trust : 
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uct. Like Zeenat, Tma 
Munim is now clenching 
a fist to all' who care to 
listen and trying to assert 
that she wants to do dra- 
matic roles of the type 
Benegal, Sathyu .and Co. 
give their heroines, 
lmagine Tina playing a 
Scheduled caste girl, an 
untouchable firebrand of th. 
type Smita Pati] played in 
anthan. She wants to do 
at least the Rajashree 
type of films. 


(GĦAR КІ LAAJ. the 

. typical emotional 
family film which promised 
to draw swarms at the 
box-office, has not yet 
brought in the expected 
resuks. Perhaps like in 
most family films, a lot of 
month-to-month publicity ` 
Will bring about the success 
Meanwhile Kaale Pathhar 
Which has not been appre- 
ciated by many audiences, 
still has the largest number 
of prints showing in town, 
if that is any proof of its Я 
Success, " 
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[° there а deliberate 
campaign going on 
against Saritha? Now that 
her role in Nool Veli, a 
Tamil tragedy, is much- 
talked-about, and the film 
is on its way to becoming 
a hit, Telugu and Tamil 
magazines are coming out 
with a number of personal 
storles concerning her. 
Since the day a Telugu 
magazine flashed a photo- 
graph showing her with a 
man, believed to be her 
husband, Saritha is in the 
news! Of course she hasn't 
denied her early marriage 
and since she doesn't live 
with her husband, she has 
never felt the need to speak 
about her marriage to any 
journalist. Some gossip- 
columnists suggest that she 
ditched her engineer 
husband because her films 
are doing well at the box- 
office.. But this columnist 
knows for certain that he 
wasn't even around when 
Saritha began acting in her 
maiden film, Maro Charitra. 
And she's quoted as 
having said that she was 
married when she was just 
16 and all that she got 
from him was loads of 
unhappiness. As she conti- 
nued working not only in 
Maro Charra but in three 
other films subsequently, 
she continued living in a 
small house in a depressing 
part of the city. Now 
with three hits to her 
credit, she can confidently 
move into a new better 
house. 


wat if Harry Pothen’s 
dreams of making his 
ex-mistress and star 
Jayabharathy act in Hindi 
films went kaput? She . 
has at last arrived — via 
Man Ka Angan, a dubbed 
version of her Malayalam 
hit, A Heart for Hire. The 
film was premiered in 
Hyderabad recently and has 
Лаа a good run : it's 
"slated to be shown in | 
Calcutta and Bombay in 
November. The subject 
is impotency : Jayabharathy 
is married to a masculine 
estate owner (Raghavan) 
who just can't perform. So 
She goes back to her old 
lover (Soman) but the guik 
haunts her and disgusted 
with her coldness, he has 
a fling with a drama . 
actress. The film has quite 
a few bedroom scenes, |. 
showing Jayabharathy trying 
desperately to “warm-up” 
her impotent husband : 
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cheap-thrills enough to 
titillate our sex-starved 
audiences, 


THEN had plans to 

remake Rathi Nirve- 
dham into Hindi, with 
Jayabharathy playing the 
Seductress of course. He 
bad her tutored by Asha 
Chandra but one understands 
that despite Pothen’s lack 
of interest in the project, 
Some other producers have 
approached her to do the 
film in Hindi. Since per- 


mission to remake the film 
may not be given away, 

as Pothen himself is the 
producer, a slightly different 
version may go to the 

Sets soon. In the meanwhile 
will Jayabharathy do some- 
thing about her ever- 
expanding waistline, please? 


AI GANESH is the popular 
choice for the second 
lead in films starring 
Sivaji Ganesan but nobody 
can say how long this 
association will last. In 


the past. Messrs Muthura- 

‚ шап, Srikanth, Vijayakumar 
and Rajnikant used to be 
the favourites. Sivaji is 
Tather sensitive about his 
co-heroes getting the credit . 
he feels even today he- 
can carry a film to success 
on his own shoulders and 
he isn’t wrong. 


CTRESS Latha’s brother 
Rajkumar, who’ bears 

a strong resemblance to 
Kamalahasan, is paired with 
Hindi starlet Rajni Sharma 
in an up-and-coming Tamil 
film Kashmir Kathali. He's 
already having many offers 
x po pence but he wants to go slow 

^ “Î | till the release of his 
maiden venture and with 
sister Latha's excellent PR 
network, he should be able 
to go places quite fast. 


HARMILA TAGORE'S 
presence in director 
Sankaran Nair's Malayalam 

Chuvanna Chiragugal pro- 
duced a good performance : 
she played a call-girl but 
the front-benchers were a 
bit disappointed. They 
seem to remember Sharmila 
Tagore in An Evening In 
Paris and Talash. What's 
the use of importing a 
Bombay star if she won't 
acs glamour to a film, they 
. felt. 


Rathi Devi: deserves better coverage 


WCOMER Vanithasri 
had high hopes that . 
her maiden venture Karai 
Kadantha Oruthi would 
make her a big star. She 
plays a gypsy and has 
bared herself with grace 
but the film was an out- 
and-out amateurish affair, a 
case of inexperienced cooks 
producing tasteless broth. 


Н? actor Jat Shankar 
parted company with 
Karunanidhi after the 
ruinous flops like Aadu 
Pambey? Тһе grapevine 
has it that Jaishankar 
isn’t interested in having 
celluloid digs at MGR since 
his dreams of gaining - 
popularity as the DMK hero 
didn’t materialise. 


UMITRA says, “Don’t 
believe rumours about 

my alleged flings.” Frankly 
speaking she has had very. 
little from the gossip-mills; 
in fact, she’s one of those 
gentle, adjustable stars, 
and what’s wrong if she 
really likes Ravikumar, the 
up-and-coming Malayalam 
actor? $ 


PIOUSJI 


Subha—————————— ——— 
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HO else, Flounder! Who else! Blacksmith 
Rusco, Franciscan monk Stanislaus. Preacner 
hegge, rich man Ferber, and Aopot Jescnke. 
lf auring the htelime of the aDDESS Marga- 
rete 1 was one and ше other and successively 
this one and that one — her father, her kitcnen роу, her 
opponents and victims — why would it пог be concelv- 
apie that far away from her put wishing to help her by 
making pepper cheaper, I opened up the sea route to 
inaia to Fortuguese caravels? Consider that the Sao 
Каїае! dropped anchor off Calicut on March 28, 1498, at 
which time Kristin Rusch, an inhabitant of the Wicker 
Bastion, was pregnant with Fat Gret. : 
At first I merely toyed with this question along with 
my usual worries (lisebill), but then, when I'd started on 
amy trip, it became an obsession. Possibly it was fear of 
the foreign surroundings that made me Jook for a role. 
(How was I to exist in Calcutta without one ?) Or cursory 
readings in Hinduism beguiled me into extending my 
Eastern European rebirths to the Indian subcontinent; 
but I didn’t want to have been- Lord Curzon or Kipling. 
` I finally said to myself: the abbess Margarete Rusch 
must have had some reason for marrying her elder 
daughter, Hedwig, to a Portuguese merchant, whose in- 
tention of opening a trading post on the Malabar Coast 
in southern India was explicitly mentioned in the mar- 


riage c 


‘contract. It was decided that with the viceroy's per- 
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mission the couple would take up residence at Cochin, 
and from there, as stipulated in the marriage contract, 
ship suitable amounts of pepper twice a year, for the 
feasts 6f Saint Martin and Saint John, The rule dating 
from the days of Vasco and of Alfonso Albuquerque 
that prohibited the entry of Christian women seems to 
have been relaxed, and the family struck root. 

They settled in Cochin, where the merchant Rodrigues 
d'Evora and his wife, Hedwig, soon made a fortune in 
the spice trade— pepper, cloves, ginger, and cardamom— 
but the climate was too much for them. Along with four 
of their five children, they died before Margarete Rusch, 
who thanks to the stipulated spice shipments, was able 
to give Indian spices currency in Danzig and environs: 
tripe with ginger, millet curry, gingerbread, here in 
pepper Sauce, pepper with anything and everything. And 
because my travel schedule included a visit to the sea- 
port town of Cochin in the Indian .state of Kerala, I 
decided to trayel unofficially as Vasco da Gama. While 
still at the Frankfurt airport, though with my seat belt 
already fastened, I wrote in my sketchbook: Vasco 
returns. 

He arrives їп a jumbo jet. Actually all he wants to 
do is visit the black Kali and see her stick out her red 
tongue. Vasco has read all the statistics. Vasco knows 
what the president of the World Bank thinks about Cal- 
cutta. Vasco is supposed to deliver a lecture. As a pre- 
caution he has already written it down, in long and 


GUNTER GRASS, the famous German novelist, comes to Calcutta possessed with a 
sense of history and sees himself as Vasco da Gama on a return visit. Even the 
Enterovioform he carries does not save him from diarrhoea. This extract is from 

“The Flounder’, published in England by Martin Secker and Warburg Ltd of London 

and distributed in India by Radhakrishna Prakashan (Price Rs 35) 
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short sentences. “Бу a rough estimate... 


Well fed, Vasco suffers under the ук кш, 


. Problem of World 


wn th 
ages: the Stone Age, the Early Christian, Hish Gothis 


Reformation and Baroque er i 
ment HUNE que eras, the age of the Enlighten- 
mmediately after the takeoff he 0 i : 
Somebody ought to write a report én Buse 
through the ‘ages, comparing Past, present and future 
hunger. The famine of 1317, when there w 
eat but manna grits. The meat shortage of 1520 
dumplings of many kinds were invented 
Prussia before the introducti « 
in Bangladesh. The gesture 
are in need of study. Beha 


, when 
Hunger in 
on of the potato, and hunger 
S and LEE of hunger 
„їп ne viour patterns induce e 
anticipation of hunger. Evocation of past famidcton the 
rutabaga winter of 1917; the soggy corn bread of 45. 
What it really means to be starving. We need a cata- 
logue of hunger quotations, says Vasco to himseif, toy- 
ing listlessly with refrigerated and therefore tasteless 
Air India pate. 

The goddess Kali is looked upon as the female aspect 
of the Eod Shiva. Her power destroys. When in the mood 
she demolishes man's precarious structures. We are liv- 
ing in her era. (Vasco thinks in passing of his wife, 
Ilsebill, who likes to smash glasses and is a great hand 
at wishing.) 

Even before the fuelling stop at Kuwait his eye- 
&lasses get broken. But he is not unprovided for. Because 
of the: humidity in Calcutta, Vasco has bought cotton 


trousers, shirts, and socks in а tropicaloutfitting store : 


in Hamburg. Vasco is supplied with Enterovioform. 
Vasco has had cholera and vellow fever shots. Vasco 
has thrice swallowed coloured antityphoid capsules 
on an empty stomach. Vasco is carrying five pounds of 
statistics in his luggage. Vasco. is the guest of the Indian 
government. This is known on board the jumbo jet. 
Vasco is really someone else and is known under a diffe- 
rent name. : : 

He ought to have spoken to his wool-gathering audi- 
ence in Delhi about Kali and how she sticks out her red 


tongue, instead of citing roughly estimated figures re- 
plete with zeros. standing for protein defen 
excess population, and mortality rates: abstract quantities ' 
worshipped only in footnotes, whereas the unfathomable 
Kali can be understood everywhere, but especially: in 
Calcutta, on the Hooghly River. She who is hung with 
garlands of skulls and chopped-off hands. She the playful, 
commanding, terrible, Dravidian Kali. (She can also ‘be: 
called Durga, Parvati, Uma, Sati, or Padma.) 

Still aboard the.jumbo jet (without sleep), Vasco 
tries to construct a kinship between the neolithic goddess 
Awa, remarkable for her three breasts, and Kali, the four- 
armed strangler. He thinks up an uprising: Oppressed by 
matriarchy, the men in the swamplands of the Vistula 
estuary band together. In a frenzy of procreative activity 
(advised by the Flounder), they try to introduce the 
partriarchate. But Awa wins out and-has a hundred and 
eleven men emasculated with stone axes. From then on 
she wears their dried penises strung on a chain around 


: her vast pelvis, just as the Indian Kali decks herself out 
with chopped-off hands and skulls. 


The moment he gets there, Vasco starts writing post- 
cards. "Dear lsebill everything here is strange..." 
Then, wishing to gain a visual impression of the strange 
country, he has his glasses made whole. 


OURTEEN ninety-eight: Vasco knows that he 

lied to himself then, just as he deceives him-- 

self now. Men are always rubbing up their 

aims to a high polish: For the glory of God... 

To save endangered humanity ... When what 
actually impelled him to find a sea route to India, the 
land of spices, was nautical ambition. It was other people, 
the “peppersacks”, or shopkeepers, who made Ње big 
money. 

At an evening reception (in his honour), some ladies 
who have studied in England question Vasco about the 
aims and motives of the women’s liberation movement. 
Vasco tells them about a women's tribunal that is being 
held in Berlin but making headlines far beyond its con- 
fines. A captured Flounder, he tells.them, is symbolically 
on trial; the Flounder embodies the principle of male 
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In 1928 we had a confrontetion, 
but we learnt that it did not pay. | | 
Since then, we have settled | 
our differences by discussions | 
and in the spirit of give-and-take. 
The success of this has been 

the prosperity of the people who | 
make up Tata Steel. And now,  - Т 
we complete 50 years of | | | 
harmonious co-existence. | 
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domination; he is being tried in a bullet f tz 
Vasco suggests to the ladies that the liberatio ae indica 
women be placed under the high patronage of the god- 


Brahman families, 
aspect of the goddess; Kali, it 


cess that shouldn't be disturbed, but at the most cured of 
its worst abuses, 

Vasco (the discoverer) asks questions about work, 
Wages, number of children, school attendance, family 
planning, intestinal flora, latrines. The answers confirm 
the statistics in his possession, no more. Then he is 
obliged to visit a large fortress (dating from his Mogul 
days) in which some units of the. Indian army are now 
quartered. Looking down from the battlements at mid- 
day, Vasco tries to engrave a picture on his mind: five 
hundred ragged bodies lying in a flat field (whose grass 
covering has been eaten away hy cows), looking as dead 
as if English machine guns, firing from the fort’s em- 
brasures, had mowed them down. Each bundle lies by it 
self. Dusty units, Corpses eager to rot. Their death-sleep 
warmed by the sun. Extras out of a colonial film, waiting 
for the next pan. A pity Vasco has left his 35-mm 
camera at the hotel. He makes a note of the word: death- 
sleepers, And I, he says, am supposed to have discovered 
this? In vain Vasco forbids himself to.find these sleeping 
corpses, arranged by chance or some other law, beautiful. 
If he were tired and lay down among them he would look 
awkwardly out of place. р Я : 

The chairman of the planning commission fills out a 
Nehru suit speaks past Vasco deep into the: distance: We 
have, as you know, three thousand years of history behind 
us. We did not come into existence when that Portuguese 
discovered us by the sea route. 

Vasco appears to be listening attentively while he 
tries in vain to recall the details of the 1498 landing at 
Calicut. (We sent a convict ashore to see what would 
happen.) The chairman of the planning commission ex- 
plains that despite its infinitely various faces India is 
nevertheless one. No outsider-can fully know us. Calcutta, 
he says, is indeed a problem, but there are many artists 
living in this fascinating city, And Bengali poetry... 


T the airport a wreath of flowers is thrown 
over Vasco’s head. Flags everywhere (not on 
his account). The worldchampionship table- 
tennis matches, now being held in Calcutta, 
are viewed as a political event. The Ie 
national Table Tennis Association has excluded: Soun 
Africa and Israel, but the Palestinians have been iny ite 5 
Only Holland protests. The Brazilian contestants la 2 ү 
few inoculations and are quarantined. It has taken 5 d 
four weeks to build the modern table-tennis stadium, The 
city government of се with its three thousand slu 
districts, here calle ustees, is 
ment. Because of the table tennis tournament all the 
hotels are full, so Vasco is housed in the, gia a яра 
ments of the former viceroy's palace, since іп ери еде 
the residence of the provincial governor. Vasco ЫС ЕЕ. 
is twenty feet high: the bed, under ita ROP Orthos 
quitonetting, is in the middle. Two venti lator 

electric fans keep the air in motion. On 


two inkwells from Queen Victoria's day. Vasco ie ee 


notes about the farm соок Amandan Wi 
COR RN A lal apo б 
pute len potato а But the, Kashubians couldn't ge 


used to potatoes just as esmo 


roud of the achieve- 


lina is repellent to the rice- 
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every side, quietly moving servants in slitted red Coats 

They fold their hands when they 
greet Vasco. The soldiers in the corridors salute. The 
cook has been in the house for thirty-six years, He has 
cooked for Englishmen and their guests. At table four 


(Good God! What am I 
doing here!) He wants to go home to his Ilsebill. 


But Calcutta, this crumbling, scabby, swarming city, 
this city that eats its own excrement, has decided to be 
cheerful. It wants its misery—and misery can be photo- 
graphed wherever you go—to be terrifyingly beautiful: 
the decay plastered with advertising posters, the cracked 
pavement, the beads of sweat adding up to nine million 
souls. People pour out’of rail road. stations which, like 
Vasco only yesterday, have daily diarrhoea: white-shirted 
maggots in a shitpile with Victorian Excrescences, a shit- 
pile that dreams up new curlicues every minute. And on 
top of everything betel reddened spittle. 

On foot across the Hooghly Bridge and back. On the 
left side junk, for sale: worn-out shoes, coconut fibre, 
School slates, faded shirts, primitive tools, kitsch from 
Hong Kong, native kitsch. The right-hand sidewalk is 
bordered by groups of peasants from the surrounding 
villages selling purple onions, yellow, sand-gray, or 
bright-red lentils, ginger root, sugar cane, molasses pres- j 
sed into cakes, unhusked rice, coarse-ground wheat, : 
chapatty. The bridge, which has no central support, yib- 
Tates under the two-way traffic of bare feet, trucks, rick- 
shaws and oxcarts. Suddenly in the midst of the crowd 
Vasco is overcome with joy. He too, wants to chew betel. 
But when he looks down from either“ bridgehead, there 
is nothing but misery: he is aghast at the sight of holl- 
owed-out women and'old men with shrunken heads upon 
whom death has set its mark. 

"There are no separate slums, or bustees, in Calcutta. 
The whole city is one bustee, or slum, and neither the 
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middle nor the upper class 

from it. High school girls with thelr Lo Шене, 
plodding down the street among bu 
same age as themselves, ing i 
then merging again with 
ever the traffic leaves a free 


sheet-metal shacks. 


last famine (just a year ago), th 

; those who; 
have expelled or found no room for Sm bep c 
places: They come from Bihar; 
the Bengalis. At night they squat ari i 
shacks and cook what ТАЕ ааа ага. aud is the 


garbage. The collecting instinct is all they have left: The 


archaeologist’s dream. Vasco takes refuge in the gover- 
nor's palace.The palace guard knows him by now. куе 
.., Оп the programme: tea with a film maker who is fly- 
ing to Chicago, tomorrow to show American students his 
Calcutta film. Smilingly we converse—two sophisticated 
producers. Vasco asks about the possibility of a film in 
which a reborn Vasco da Gama visits modern India, fears 
the goddess Kali, comes to Calcutta, gets diarrhoea, and 
lives in the governor's palace. Then he talks about the 
cooks of his various time-phases: the neolithic Awa, the 
High Gothic Dorothea, the revolutionary Sophie, and the 
cooking abbess Margarete Rusch, for. whose cookery a 
drop in the price of pepper was important. He mentions 
the Flounder and his activities since the Neolithic era. 
The film maker nods. Yes, he says, a similar fish in a 
similar function has been known in India since the Dra- 
vidian period, and this fish was hostile on principle, 
though ineffectually, to Kali. 

Then the film maker talks about the next film festi- 
val and in passing, about the dead bodies in the streets 
of Calcutta, which are collected toward morning. It has 
always been this way. In 1943, when he was a child, two 


million Bengalis had starved because the British army . 


had used up all the rice stocks in the war against Japan. 
Had a film been made about it? No, unfortunately not. 
You can’t film starvation. 

Wherever he goes in Calcutta, at the film makers, 
with Mother Theresa’s nuns, at the governor’s luncheon 


‘in his honour, everyone wants to know what his next 


bee is about—as if that could make any difference to 
India. Е 

Even on his visit to а bustee, the planner from the 
Department of Economic Planning asks him literary 
questions. Vasco explains himself in detail. The book 
deals with the history of human nutrition. It all happens 
in the region of the Vistula estuary, though actually it 
might just as well take place at the mouth of the Ganges 
or here on the banks of the Hooghly River. The goddess 
in his book is.called Ама. Unfortunately he knows much 
too little about the Dravidian Kali. - 

Then Vasco takes refuge in statistical questionsand 
gets answers he could háve found in statistical tables. 
There are three thousand bustees in Calcutta. “We prefer 
The population of the bustees 
ranges from five hundred to seventy-five thousand. That 
adds up to three million bustee dwellers. An average 
of eight to ten people to a room, Ten to twelve Шш 
form an open square around a court. Excrement an 
kitchen waste flow down the main streets in open gutters. 
In this particular bustee the schoolroom holds some 


‚ fortyfive children. A social worker is in charge of it. The 


‘clean up Calcutta, says the planner, 


‘mud huts under coconut palms. 


same cheerfulness: so proud to have a school. Vasco tries 
to: imprint the tenen on his memory. Hallmarks af 
misery ; the usual injustice. Extortionate rents are pai 
to. hut owners who also live in the bustee. ГОМЕ у 
shits where he can and must. True enough. ae 
writes, but compared to Frankfurt am Main, the ре AGS 
ere are alive. Later on he wants to cross ou 

Sentence. 


The bustee dwellers come from the countryside. To 


you'd first hayo, to 

to the villages ; 
So Mateo p sees the round 
to keep out the rats, 
an with a cluster of 


clean up the villages. 


storehouses, mounted on trestles 
but empty. A smiling peasant wom: 
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‘children have worms. 


seven children sends her eldest palm à 
Vasco drinks the coconut milk aud eee "here's 
not enough water in the fields for the young rice plants. 
The roadside canal has been drained; it's supposed to 
be dredged no one knows when. The peasants are deeply 
in debt mostly for their daughters’ weddings. They pay 
forty per cent interest. Untouchables are not allowed 
to help with the harvest. Men and women bathe in a 
uumber of pools where last month's rain water is fast 
evaporating. All bathe in their clothes. (Mohammedan 
puritanism followed by Victorian puritanism). All the 
Vasco agrees: a beautiful village. 
He likes the coconut palms, the banana trees, the mud 
huts, the wormy children and the smiling women, But 
the village is sick and on its way to becoming a Calcutta. 

China and Czechoslovakia are leading in the table- 
tennis matches. The newly built table-tennis stadium 45 
almost empty, since the tickets are priced too high even 
for the middle class. 
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to turn a bucketful of water white) kill millions of 
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FTER his four servants have Ъ 1i 
1 ri 
Ше оша MAT ang served E pene 
eggs), isi 
renin uae fou asco visits the former 


ment. i 
ent. gent g people, s 
with regret, and adds ironically : Of good оу ОЕ 


€ anywhere—because all 
"liberated territories" 


ТОЕ n India. Basically 
2 > 
impotens: J nother gesture of bourgeois 
In this country, Vasco hears himself say, I'd be a radi- 
cal myself. He decides (so many characters swarming 
inside him) to invent for his book a conversation between 
Lena.Stübbe, cook at the Danzig-Ohra soup kitchen and 
Comrade August Bebel who happens to be on his way 
through (1895), in which they take up the question of 
whether working-class women should emulate "bourgeois" 
cookery, or whether they require a proletarian cook book. 
The melancholy (Brahman)  Marxist sits in a bare 
room and flexes his knees. From time to time a laconic 
telephone conversation. On the walls, side by side with 
three wooden wild ducks that pass as ornaments, a small 
picture of Lenin.” Only last week there were two attacks 
on comrades. In front of the house is parked a black 
automobile, surrounded by the Marxist's bodyguards. 
Next Vasco visits poets. They read one another (in 
English) poems about flowers, monsoon clouds, and the 
elephant-headed god, Ganesha. An English lady (in a 
sari) lisps impressions of her travels in India. Some 
forty people in elegant, spacious garments sit spiritually 
on fibre mats under a draft-propelled fan; outside the 
windows, the bustees are not far away. ; 
Vasco admires the fine editions of books, the literary 
chitchat, the imported pop posters. Like everyone else 
he nibbles pine nuts and doesn't know which of the lady 
poets he would like to fuck if the opportunity presented 
itself. Why not а. poem about a pile of shit that God 
dropped and named Calcutta. How it swarms, stinks, 
lives, and gets bigger and bigger. If God had shat a pile 
of concrete, the result would have been Frankfurt. Cal- 
cutta airport is called Dum-Dum. The formerly British 
munitions factory there is still producing. Christian 
hypocrites used to say that the enormous holes made by 
the truncated, expanding Dum-Dum bullets spared the 
victims the usual tortures (of belly wounds, for instance). 
The surviving Naxalites are imprisoned in Dum-Dum 
Prison. Hope has no place in a poem about Calcutta. 
Write with pus. Rip off scabs... $ 
A nun from Wattenscheid, belonging to. the Order 
of Mother Theresa, takes Vasco to a lepers' bustee. d 
child is lying there, half dead. With her white hand, the 
nun $hoos the flies away the half-dead child. ушш 
are perched on the tile roofs of the stinking slaug ter. 
house across the way. All you can do is walk throug 
step across, look away. $ 
Vasco no longer knows where he is or has been: 
Now in a day nursery—so affectionate these two-year dis ] 
Now in a school where the children sing SO 8 
Catholic with closed eyes. Now in a foundling, hom m 
a childless Brahman couple adopt the newborn ll Now 
untouchable mother. Vasco wishes them EY Үү? 
milk is being distributed outside а dispense dert 
inadequate. A resolute nun keeps the crowe EA about 
Sister Ananda tells me what Mother тос гах of 
the problems of Calcutta. "Maybe were OMY P ue be 
water in the ocean,” she says, “but the ocea 
E Who | B m 
0, don't look. Step across. 
Practise glassy-eyed indifference. Leave 
suitcase with you shirts and socka; of е 
іп your guidebook at the place W Pel ashamed. Show 
Or look. Stop. Listen. Feel move anshange and quickly 
your red tongue, because pity is sma я 


dispenceal 
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Now in. Kalighat, where the ragged bundles that 
are picked up off the street at night are (for once) given 
ample helpings of rice at Mother Theresa's home for the 
dying. Next door (at last) the temple of the goddess ' 
Kali. A priest explains and Vasco pays him five rupees, 
In the sacrificial area blood covered with flies recalls the 
goats that were sacrificed this morning. Young women 
scratch little good-luck symbols in the blood drenched 
clay. Close by there’s a tree for mothers who wish for 
children, lots of children, another child, more children, 
more and more children, a child (or two or three) year 
in, year out. The mothers hang wishing stones on the 
tree. The tree is full of wishing stones, all signifying 
children, more children. Wherever Vasco looks, flowery 
madness and Catholic type Hindu kitsch. The black 
Kali is hidden behind the crush of the faithful. А 

Vasco stands to one side. He wants to know why- 
she sticks out her red tongue. The priest explains that 
after Kali had ‘killed all the demons (and other coünter- 
revolutionaries) she couln't stop killing and only came 
to her senses after setting her foot on the chest of her 
recumbent male aspect, Shiva. Then Kali was ashamed, 
and for shame she stuck out her tongue. Sticking out 
the tongue has been regarded as a sign of being ashamed 
ever since. Nowhere has Vasco seen a minister, gover- 
nor, Brahman or lisping poet stick out his tongue. He 
has seen the pale tongues of cows grazing gently in 
garbage. He has seen how  undernourishment turns 
children blond. He has seen mothers dipping their whin- 
ing babies' pacifiers in brackish sugar water. He has 
seen flies on everything under the sur. He has seen life 
before death. ; Е 

Vasco takes refuge in the newspaper. Side by side 

with a story about the strike of the food truckers he 
reads the latest about . the tabletennis matches. The 
members of the Swedish team have the runs. After a 
short stroll around town they flee back to their hotel in 
horror. Now they talk of leaving ahead of time. 
Vasco writes his sebill, now in her third month of 
pregnancy, horrified half sentences on a postcard show- 
ing a glossy picture of the black Kali: “This place 
defies understanding. Reason won't get you anywhere. 
The lepers are worse than I thought. Гуе met a nun 
who believes with all her might and is always cheerful 
The heat is something. Leaving tomorrow. Flying to 
the Malabar coast, where Vasco da Gama landed..." 

Send a postcard with regards from Calcutta. See 
Calcutta and go on living. Meet your Damascus in Cal- 
cutta. As alive as Calcutta. Chop off your cock in 
Calcutta (in the temple. of Kali, where young goats are 
sacrificed and a tree is hung with wishing stones that cry 
out for children, more and more children). In Calcutta, 
encoffined in mosquito netting, dream of Calcutta. Get 
lost in Calcutta. On an uninhabited island write a book 
about Calcutta. At a party call Calcutta an example 
(of something). Rethink the Frankfurt/Manneheim area 
as Calcutta. Misbehaved children, women like Ilsebill 
who are never satisfied and men who live for schedules 
—curse them, wish them all in Calcutta. Recommend 
Calcutta to a young couple as a good place to visit on 
their honey-moon. Write a poem called “Calcutta” and 
stop taking planes to far-off places. Get a composer to 
set all the projects for cleaning up Calcutta to music 
and have the resulting oratorio (sung by a Bach society) 
open in Calcutta. Develop a new dialectic from Calcutta’s 
contradictions. - Transfer the UN to Calcutta. 

When Vasco da Gama, hardly able to remember his 
first landing returned reborn to Calcutta he decided to 
level the city with ten thousand bulldozers and rebuild 
it by computer. Thereupon the computer vomited up 
three thousand sixteen story bustees another vast slum 
only deep frozen and much lonelier beyond hope of 
disaster and totally isolated, since all noise had been 
absorbed. And then Calcutta died, though the living 
standard had been raised just above the destitution level. 
Very little was lacking only the things that. matter. 
People who multiply, as a form of self assertion. All - 
the same says Vasco to himself infant mortality has _ 
dropped. Or perhaps if all the existing statistical charts __ 
and tables were pulped a new study could be fin: 
the proceeds. Let's not waste another оп! 
Delete Calcutta from all guidebooks. ` 
gained four and a half pounds. 
Photographs by Arun Ganguiy 
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Beginning November 4 


This week the Sun and Uranus 
in Cancer. Jupi “ап 


piter and Rahu are conjoi 


Taurus and Gemini from Aries. 


ARIES (March 21 — 
April 20) ^A week of 
mixed fortunes is in 
Store for you. You are 

4 advised not {о depend 
on others; learn to be self-reliant. 
A lot of obstacles- will be placed in 
your path. Your words will not 
carry much  welght. The second 
part of the week is more favourable 
for ‘your ventures. It would be wise 
to postpone. important matters. 
Financially, this will be a bad week.. 
Good dates: 4, 5 and 7. Lucky num- 
bers: 4 and 7. Favourable direction: 
South-east, 


TAURUS (Aprii 21 — 
May 22) Do not hesi- 
tate to ask your friends 
for help. The  prob- 
lems which you are 
{facing now cannot be solved with-! 
out the help of influential people. 
For, businessmbn, this will be a busy 
week. New contracts and business 
deals are in the offing. Women and 
children will have an enjoyable 
time. Letters are not likely to bring. 
good news. Good dates: 6,8 and. 
9. Lucky numbers: 2 and 7. Fav- 
ourable direcilon: South-east. 


GEMINI (March 23 — 
June 21) Be on your; 
guard throughout this 
week. Do -everything 
very carefully, other 


. Wise you may have good reasons to 


repent in ihe near future. Business- 
men are advised to pay great 
attentlon to minute details. Differ- 
ences with business partners must 
be solved amicably. Avoid · harsh 
words in your own interests. You. 
may have to undertake a short 
journey. Good dates: 6, 8 and 9. 
Lucky numbers: 2 and 7. Favour- 
able direction: North-west. 


GX CANCER (June 22 — 
WS July 22) An exciting 
week of fun and plea- 
sure 18 in store for you. 


ibegin to proceed smoothly. Due 
to your forgetful nature you may 
lose a valuable object. Make a 
valiant effort to win over your 
enemies. A good week for specula- 
tion, gambling and betting. kor 

romantic ventures, this ls an Ides 

perlod. Stop worrying about debts. - 
Good dates: 5, 6, 8 and 10, Lucky. 
numbers: 1 and 10. Favourable 

direction: South. . 


bi Soon everything should . 
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Libra, Neptune and Venus are in Scorpio, Kethu 
ned in Leo and Saturn alone is in Virgo. 


LEO (July 23 — August 
22) An unlucky week is 
forecast for you. New 
developments will need 
2 all your time and atten- 
tion. Let your own intuition and 
hunches be your guide. Time is not 
yet ripe for you to achieve success. 
Avoid: making nasty- decisions. 
Financially, this ^ will be a trying 
period. Domestic affairs, too, could 
pose a problem. Talk less апа 
avoid all controversies. Good dates: 
6, 7, 9 and 10. Lucky numbers: 4 
and 9, Favourable directions: North 
and South 


VIRGO (August 23 — 
September 22) A mis- 
understanding with 


business associates 
S could prove very ex- 
‘pensive in the long run. Try your 


level best to reach an understand- 
ing at the earliest, You will need 
the help of your close friends. You 
may inherit some property. Busingss- 
men will enter into new: contracts. 
Avoid doubtful love adventures. A 
bad week for gambling. Good 
dates: 6,9 and 10. Lucky number: 
1 Favourable direction: North. 


| ‘LIBRA (September 23 
l — October 22) This is 
going to be a thrilling 
week full of adven- 
c tures. Your achieve- 
ment curve is likely to soar up. 
Letters will bring good news. For 
sportsmen this period should prove 
very lucky. Businessmen will have 
la roaring time. The domestic scene 
‘will be a source of joy and happi- 
iness. Take the advice of your elders 
before launching a new venture. 
Good dates: 5, 7, 8 and 9. Lucky 
‘numbers: 5 and 9. Favourable 


direction: North. 


SCORPIO (October 23 
-—— November 21) Go 

27 \ - ahead with your 
NJ schemes and plans. 
/ “= Тһе stars favour you as 
never before. A lot of good things 


40: 


will materialise this week. Most of - 


your problems are likely to come: 
io an end. Even your enemies will, 
come forward to help you. Take 
advantage of the prevailing. trend 
to fulfil all your ambitions. You 
may Inherit some property. Good 
‘dates: 5, 6, 9 and 10. Lucky num- 
bers: 2 and 6. Favourable direction: 


South-west. 


, able. directions: ` 


N 
) 


is їп Aquarius and Mars is 
The Moon will be moving through | 


SAGITTARIUS (Novem- 
ber 22 — December 22) ' 
Curb erratic tendencies. 


Professional, domestic 
$ and social activities. 
should prove very satisfying this 


week. You must make full use of the. 
favourable stellar influences. The - 
achievements of your children will 
bring happiness. Do not be afraid to 
seek favours from those in authority. 
Check extravagance and keep your 
temper under control. Good dates: 4, 
5 and 7. Lucky numbers: 4 and 5. 
Favourable directions: South and 
est, E 


CAPRICORN (December: 
23 — January 20) Deal: 
tactfully with those in: 
authority and show pro- 
per respect towards 
women and. elders. Your affaira 
will progress and you may gain unJ 
expected benefits. Guard agalnst de- 


-ception and treachery. Refrain from 


hasty decisions as they may prove , 
very expensive. Look after your 
health.: ‘Do not be afraid to seek 
favours,Good dates: 5, 6, 8 and 10 
‘Lucky numbers: 1 and 3. Favourable 
direction: East. 


AQUARIUS (January 21 
— February 19) You will 
be praised by your 
friends and  relatves; 
This promises to be a 
good week for love and matrimonial 


South 


PISCES (February 20 — 
March 20) Do not be 
afraid to adopt original 
business methods to, 
maximise profits. Luck 


RS PA 
will smile on you this week. Mem- 
bers of the opposite sex will help: 


you in unerpected ways. Exercise 


` caution in love affairs. You need a. 


long rest to regain physical and 
mental vitality. Good dates: 4, 8, 9 
and 10. Lucky numbers: 5 and 6. 
Favourable direction: "South 


M. B. RAMAN 
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Here's something that really 
works—the Bullworker! It's 
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HI, SNOOPY! 
ГМ HOME FROM 
THE HOSPITAL! 


ANYWAY, IT'S 
6000 ТО BE 


ВАСК НОМЕ 


Are you alittle ashamed of 


your toilet? · 


You needn't be. Get Sanifresh, the 
hard-working lavatory cleanser. 
Use it regularly every day. 


Easy-to-use Sanifresh works 3 ways: 


1) Removes ugly stains, keeps your 
toilet sparkling clean. 


2) Removes dangerous germs, 
safeguards your: family's health. 


3) Removes unpleasant odours, 
freshens the air. | 

A dirty toilet is a breeding 

ground for germs, a source 

of infection. A health . 

hazard for you and your 

family. 
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It does all your dirty work to keep 
your toilet clean. .. 
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The good taste of 
Mangharam wafers. 
sud and clear. 


Munch two for breakfast. Crunch two for lunch. 
Nightcap with two more. Mangharam Wafers. 
The taste is so good you can’t stop with one! 

In eight yummy. flavours — 


ж Pineapple x Raspberry x Mango « Lemon 
х Coffee x Chocolate x Orange + Honey 


mangharam & sons 


Bangalore 


Makers of the finest biscuits, wafers & cookies 


| Man£haram wafers. The taste that sounds good. 
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Radulov (black) 
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Portisch (white) to move 
Positlon after Black's 14th move 


Game of the month - thunderbolt 
The value of opening theory is much over- 
estimated, but every so often someona 
comes up with a theoretical innovation 
which effectively decides the game on the 
spot. It is the risk. one takes when playing 
{theoretical lines that the opponent may 
have found in hio.home analysis somethina 
the books overlook, but such instances are 
relatively rare. The danger Is no greater than 
that of crossing the road. Today's game, 
however, is an example of a grandmaster 
being run over. Black is happily following a 
line regarded by theory as perfectly satisfac- 
tory when he is suddenly hit by a thunder- 
bolt, which the books had hitherto failed to 
mention. Bad luck. 0 
White: L. Portisch (Hungary). Black; 

!. Radulov (Bulgaria) 

Olympiad, Buenos Aires, 1978 

Queen's Gambit, Catalan System 


players. have reached, by transposition of 
moves, one of the main lines of the Catalan 
system, which is in fact a Grünfeld defence 
with colours reversed. 

7T. . . B—O2; 8. QxBP,. PxP; 9. NxP, 
R—8B1; 10. N—QB3, NxN; The recom- 
mended improvement on 10. .:. Q—R4; 11. 
R—Q1, B—K2; 12. N—N3 which led to 
White's advantage in game 17 of the first 
Korchnoi-Karpov match (Moscow 1974). .. 
11. Qx N, B—B4; 12. Q—KR4, B—B3; 13. 
R—O1, Q—N3; 14. BxB+ RxB; (DIAG- 
RAM) Black seems well placed. If White 
defends his KBP, then Black castles with an 
excellent game, but... 

15. B—R6!! Now 15. . . Bx P+ 16. K—N2, 
O—O; would lose to 17. Bx PI KxB; 18. 
Q—N5+ K—R1; 19. QxN+ K—N1; 20. 
QxB, while 15... Bx P+ 16. K—N2, P xB; 
also loses outright to 17. QxN. у 
15. . . PxB; 16, QxN, 0—0; (Blacks 
position is now-a wreck). ae Mer 
47. N—K4, Q—N5; 18. Q—K5, B—K2; 19. 
P—QR3, Q—N3; 20. R—Q7, B—N4; Plan- 
ning 21. Nx B, R—B4; though he Is still 
probably losing after 22. Q—K4, PxN; 23. 
Rx QNP. Instead Portisch produces a neat, 
but strange finesse. è 
21. P—N3P? Q x NP; 22. Nx B Now there is 
no reply . . . R—B4. 

22.. PX N; 23. Ox P+ K—R1; 24. ОН—01,- 
Q—B7; 25. Q—B6+ K—N1; 26. R(1)—04, 
Q—N3; 27. S EKRA: 26. RxP The 
rest їз a mopping up operation. 
28. . . ; 29. , R—Q1; 30. 
Qx AP, Q x Q'31. Rx Q, P—B3; 32. R x QRP, 


R—Q7; 33. P—K3, R—B84 34 K—N2, - (- 


R(7)—Q8; 35. R—B5 Resigns. 
Postscript: Lightning does strike twice 
Barely a week after this game was played, 
Ljubojevic of Yugoslavia fell into the same 
opening trap against another Hungarlan 
(Ribli) and lost even more quickly. 


The Black squares 

European Junior Championship at 
Groningen 1977-78. 

White: Van der Biji. Black: Taulbut. 

Pirc Defence. = 


, N—N3; 13. B—K2, N—Q4; 14. Bx М, 
PxB; 15. NX P, NxN; 16. Ох М, Q—N3; 17. 
Q—K3, B—B4; 18. P—B3, KR—K1; 19: 
Q—B2, QR—B1; 20. P—KN4, B—K5; 21. 
KR—N1, KR-Q1; White resigns. 


MICHAEL STEAN 


bridge 


SUPPOSE that you are in Four Spades with 
the following cards: 


© 8 led W E 


Ф З j 
Wind both sides vulnerable, the bidding, 
п: 
SOUTH WEST NORTH EAST 


dble No 2NT No 

34 No 3NT No 
46 No No No — 
(South's bidding is debatable: ha might 
have.overcalled with One Spade i Of 


doubling, and he might have passed 3NT.). 
West ibads his partner's suit and dummy' 
Queen of diamonds holds the first trick. 
Your first idea, probably, is to ruff one of 
your’ Reart losers and hope to lose one 
trump, one heart and one club. So perhaps 
u begin with Ф A, followed by Y. A Kanda 
heart rufi. Not so good when the full hand fa: 
ФАТ? . fr 


leads a fourth. heart, promoting a further: 
trump trick for his side, ISS Р 

The. far-sighted play of a club (гот, 
dummy at trick two is an improvement. Esst 
may win and give his partner a diamond ruff, 
but West coupe avec son argant, as the 
French describe it. Communications are 


` "пом іи. West may try a second club, but 


when the Ace appears declarer can ruff and 
play two rounds of trumps, abandoning the 
heart rutt. He loses one neart, e ре 
goes away Ort. ng o : 

a club at trick two is an example of the 
Scissors coup. 


` TERENCE REESE 


Sex 
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portrayed © memorial stam 

within a few months of their dent 
tively, In 1963, - 1969 and + Recent 
Issues, observing the ten-year convention, ' 
have honoured Senator Robert Kennedy, Dr 
Martin Luther ean John Steinbeck, alf 
\of'whom died in 196 . The Steinbeck stamp: 
is first in a new series which will portray 
‘literary се . its design is from a 
photograph by Philippe Halsman. ` 


C.W. HILL 


quiz 
QUESTIONS 
1. What is Acid. Fascism ? 


2. Who were the Black Hundreds ? 

3. What Is boogle-woogie ? 

4. What are dormitory towns ? 

5. What Is ecclesiology ? 

6. Who invented Esperanto ? 

7. Whet is a Freudian slip ? à 

8. n computer science, what: is а 

g 2 

9. What Is an lon engine ? 
163201 "B 
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You dont have to choose between 
an oily hair style... - 


T 
| 
| x 
| 
| 
| 


Ed scruffy look. 


| 
t 
| 
| 
ү, 
| 
| 
| 


NEP U: 


Now you can get today’s “no-oil” hair style and more... 


holds and nourishes hair, 
controls dandruff, 


Today's look is the natural ''no-oil" the care the 


look. But you know what this does It has Pant roi Code 10. 


henol, the proven hair 


10 Tonic Hair Dressing 


to your hair: the scalp dries, dandruff 
follows. This combined with the lack 
of nourishment can lead to hair loss. 
“No-Oil” Style 
Now there’s Code 10 Tonic Hair 
Dressing. With Panthenol'and LO-7. 
For the natural ‘‘no-oil” look. " 
Without the problems. This is how. 
Your hair stays in place with 
Code 10. Naturally. The way you 
want it. Without feeling sticky, oily. 
And your scalp and hair get all 


Vitamin to help hair roots utilise 
the nutrients in the blood Stream. 


This gives your hair n t 
ndr | atural health 


Anti-Dandruff'Action 
Code 10 also-contains LO-7... a 
Proven anti-dandruff agent. it helps 
clear dandruff, and stays on the 
scalp to keep it away : 
Code 10 Tonic Hair Dressing 


does all this for your hair... wi 
costing the earth ! E 


The natural choice for the natural style 
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HOLENARSIPUR: Girl students shut 
their eyes 
and everybody else were just taken 
aback in the SSLC examination room. 
It was not the questions that caused 
the shock—it was a candidate. The 
room invigilator, who suspécted mal- 
practices by a candidate, Ubhaya Ku- 
mar, wanted to make a body search 
of the candidate for unauthorised mat- 
erial. The candidate’s compliance sta- 
ggered the official, Ubhaya Kumar 
stripped it is said. The authorities have 
instituted an inquiry into the incident, 
it is learnt—Deccan Herald (G. Muthu- 
raj, Mysore) ` л 

VIRUDHUNAGAR: Residents of Mee- 
salur, a well developed village east of 
Virudhunagar, have unanimously deci- 
ded to boycott the coming elections to 
the Lok Sabha, They have also decided 
to put up a notice at the entrance to 
the village warning politicians not to 
enter.the village for canvassing. “We 
are no more gullible. Politicians! Re- 
trace your steps” :the notice says. Mr 
A, Nammalvar, speaking on behalf of 
the villagers, said they had met re- 
cently and decided not to vote for any, 
political Party as politicians had dri- 
ven the country to poverty, depriving 
the villages of their serenity and ma- 
king the rural folk migrate to towns 
for a living. Following the example 
of Meesalur villagers, people of eight 
other villages in Aruppukottal taluk 
have decided to ‘boycott the polls. 
According. to Mr S, Velchamy, presi- 
dent of Aruppukottal Taluk Farmers! 
Association, the farmers also have de- 
cided to boycott the elections—Indian 


Express. (Syed Muthahar Saqaf, Killai) ' 


PATNA: A block development officer 
in UP, has sold the whole stock of 
foodgrains meant for the food-for-work 


e Programme and pocketed the money. 


Giving this information, the Union 
Irrigation and Agriculture Minister, 
Mr Brahm Parkash, told newsmen that 
it had been mentioned by the concer- 
ned district magistrate in his regort— 
Times of India (Hazel Gomez, Meerut) 
BHOPAL:  fFourteen-year-old Gulab 
Bai's parentage is in dispute. In fact, 
all her life till the dispute arose, she 
had spent with her parents—Girwar 
and Shetanabai—in a small village in 
Sehore district in Madhya Pradesh. 
Gulab Bai was confused when all of a 
sudden one day a man and a woman, 


‘and stifled their screams, 
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namde Kal 
md claimed they were “her ‘parents. 


plaint with the police. They had lost 
their child іп.1970 and had now found 
her with Girwar and Shetanabai, they 
The claimant mother also said 
she had identified some marks on the 
person of Gulab Bai which confirmed 
that the girl was their child. The 
Superintendent of Police, Sehore dis- 
trict, referred the case to the Civil 
Surgeon Sehore, to help identify the 
girl's true parents on the basis of blood 
groups, The Civil Surgeon forwarded 
the case to the Medico-Legal Institute, 
Bhopal for its opinion. The institute 
opined that though anthropologically 
Gulab Bai was. the daughter of the 
parents with whom she was lingi the 
serological study showed she could be- 
long n gaya UG CAM of регез; 
e и (G. Muthuraj, Mysore) - 
BOMBAY: Mr Paresh Parikh, a 24- 
year-old engineer student of Baroda, 
claims to have written the longest 
letter—1,875 metres, Mr Parikh told 
newsmen that he had wanted to break 
West German Thomas Neahos' record 
—1,223 metres long—since 1973, when 
it was established. He had been look- 
ing for a willing recipient. The letter, 
written in six months and weighting 
about 10 kg will be a “wonderful. 
birthday gift” to his penfriend in 
Lucknow. It includes all the major 
events ip his life, including his views 
on prominent personalities—Times of 
India (Hans Kumar Bhatia, New Delhi) 
DELHI: ` premature baby, “born 
dead" in a Delhi hospital on October 
16 was later found alive. When the 
mortuary staff handed over the baby, 
a boy to the father, the grandmother 
insisted on seeing his face. When they 
uncovered his face the boy's eyes were 
rolling. “Не is alive", the members of 
the family shouted with joy. Though 
the police have registered a case 
against the staff of Kasturba Hospital 
the doctors described the incident as a 


. case of “medical miracle"—The States- 


man (Subir Kumar Pal, Siliguri) 

MERCARA: The striking men stu- 
dents of the Junior College here have. 
vowed not to shave until they have a 
new Principal in place of the Princi- 
palin-charge, Smt Cauveriamma. The 
college is closed át: the moment but 
‘the students say they, will continue 
the strike even after the college. re- 
‘opened, Students’ union secretary Na- 
naiah and some other union activists 
said their opposition to Smt. Cauve- 
riamma stemmed from among other 
things, her objection to students grow- 
ing facial hair. She forced some stu- 
dents to shave their beards and mous- 
taches, they alleged, They also alleged 
Smt Vauveriamma’ wrote adverse re- 
marks in the transfer certificates of 
students leaving the college—Deccan 
Herald (K. Vasanth, Karnataka) 


SHE (Mrs Gandhi) is a very 
shrewd and suspicious person 
Channa Reddy 1 : M 
MR George Fernandes was pursu- 
ing the most ran pro-capita- 
list policy in the Índ d 
when he headed it for over two 
years. Merely because he, calls |! 
himself a socialist, he does not. 
become one—Mrs Gandhi `- 4 | 
I SAY that I am not only a leftist; 
but an ultra-leftist-—Charan Singh 
EVERYTHING 15 fair in elections 
and Party politics—C. ^ Subra-— 
maniam, Union Minister for 
Defence : - ir 
OPPOSITION to Hindi is in my | | 
very blood. So I haye the right, пау, 
the duty to claim that without me. | 
there can be no anti-Hindi struggle: | 
— 3 4 n ҮЙ DAE 
THÉ багш le Res wanted’ 
' this price increase to take place, 
and it has taken place—West 
Bengal Minister for Finance, 
Ashok Mitra’s comment on infia. 
tion ` apes 

` T AM one of those who believe 
that people will not vote in such 
a way that no Party. gets a majo- 
rity—Chandrashekh $ 
WHAT it (the West) exports to our: 
country is what ruins the country. 
It exports freedom—freedom for 
fornication—Ayatollah Khomeini _ 


` humour in real life 


WHEN the idea of a holding com- 
pany for public sector steel plants | 
was all the rage, a steel plant © 
official spent the better part of an 
evening at a party with his hands 
firmly planted in his pockets, His | 
manner irked a guest who came 
and stood beside him, also with 
his hands in his pockets, and said; _ 
“Mr Sinha and I have decided 
' form a holding company”—Ragha' 
Sen, Calcutta, : = 


prize rs. 30 


; 
Bahuguna and Devaraj Urs: new equation. ? 


TOO TOUGH 


PRIME Minister Charan Singh 
can be honest even -at his own 
cost at times. The Lok Dal leader 
did some plain speaking when 
Congress president Devaraj Urs 
calied on him on October 25, Urs 
arrived at 4.15 p.m., after his 90- 
minute meeting with Janata 
leader Jagjivan Ram. At five 
o'clock Charan Singh asked Urs 
to sit in at an interview with a 
senior journalist of a group of 
Calcutta-based newspapers. The 
Chaudhury used the newsman to 
convey what he thought of the 
Congress and its conduct as an 
alliance partner of the Lok Dal. 
-Here are some of the answers 
which he gave, both for the 


benefit of the newsman and Mr 


Urs. On Tarakeshwari Sinha: “She 
was in the Congress (I) till the 


other day. I got her defeated in 


'"Samastipur (Mrs Sinha was Mrs 
Gandhi’s candidate in the Lok 
Sabha by-election). She should 


not have made the statement. 


against me. I expressed my 
differences with Nehru even when 
he was alive, 
open her mouth?” On the rumour- 
ed Congress-Janata alliance іп 
some States which was putting 
Strains on the ruling coalition: 
“My friend, 1 am not doing any- 
thing to jeopardise the coalition. 
Ask Mr Urs about his Party". The 
‘correspondent turned to the Cov- 
gress president who sheepishly 
smirked and said: “I am not 
saying anything.” At one stage 
the Chaudhury questioned the 
bona fides of Congressmen who 
criticised him for his views on 
Jand reforms. All Congressmen. 
he said in the presence of Urs, 


Why should she- 
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.casne. from big landed families or 

represented high castes. “Look 
at their record in the field of 
land reforms in the last 30 years.” 
But the real provocation which 
Urs stomached  without-even a 
feeble protest was when Mr Singh 
conveyed the ‘distinct impression 
to the correspondent that at pre- 
sent he, more than anybody else 
in the country’s political life, re- 
presented anti-Congressism. 


UP THE 
BUREAUCRATS 


‘IS the bureaucracy more powerful 


than the Prime Minister of India? ' 


Otherwise, how can an order of 
Prime Minister Charan Singh be 
flouted with nonchalance? The 
Prime Minister, after going 
through the BHEL-Siemens deal 
had ordered the removal of Мг! 
V. Krishnamurthy from the posi- 
tion of Secretary, Heavy Industry 
Department, Ministry of Industry. 
To start with, Mr Krishnamurthy 
was asked to go on leave pre. 
‘paratory to his transfer to some 
other Department. Accordingly, 
Mr Krishnamurthy had gone on 
leave. But, lo and behold, he js 
back again as the Secretary of 
Heavy Industry Department, 
How ` could ‘this. happen?: Top 
bureaucrats, 


a secret meting. It was decided 
that the matter should be kept 
pending 


be no transfers at the top hefore 
the elections. The idea is to stall 
the transfer now and after the 
elections: the political situation 
could be different, 


td 


including Mr Srini-. 
vasvardhan, Home Secretary, had: 


1 in view of the Home, 
Ministry order that there should 


tate Museum, Hazratganj. Lucknow 
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OUTSIDERS, QUIT! 


THE political orphan from Kerala, 
C. M. Stephen, who is now scout- 
ing round the country for a safe 
seat, made ап initial foray into; 
the rough and tumble of north 
Indian politics by inspiring rum- 
ours that’ he would be the Coa- 
gress(I) candidate from New Delhi 
constituenty. To get acquainted 
with the: . active workers of 
the Party in the constituency, 
Stephen got invited 40 the house 
of a journalist-politician who 
himself was an aspirant for the 
Party ticket from the same New 
Delhi constituency, One does not 
know whether it was by design or. 
by accident but what happened at 
the dinner conclave of Congress(l) 
workers has given Stephen a 
fright. He was almost physically 
manhandled by Youth Congress(I) 
toughs who described his decision 
as a. "cowardly act of running 
away from his old constituency in 
-Kerala.” Why should they sur- 
render their seat to ап out- 
Sider, they wanted to know. And 
what had he been saying when he 


had lingered оп in the Congress(S) - 


long after the split? In fact some 


Youth Congress (I) activists accus- - 
him of joining the Party only’. 


to become 


: 2С; the Cabinet-ranking 
Opposition 


leader. Mr K. L. 


Bhagat. the Congress (I) boss, had _ 


a harrowing time in saving the 

Situation, Now we learn that in 

order to appease an angry 

ae fhe president of the New 
ri 

DEVE outh Congress (I) 

Party. 


D. E. NIZAMUDDIN 
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NIVEA—the all weather skin 
cream—moisturizes, tones 
and nourishes your 
complexion to give it that 
irresistible ‘Skin Glow’. 


NIVEA - 


The all weather skin cream. 


J. L. Morison, Son & Jones 
(India) Limited, 

79, Dr. Annie Besant Road, 
Worli. BOMBAY-400 018, 
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Achieving a 777 credit/deposit 
ratio in rural areas, proves 
we aren't just another bank! 


The popular belief is that all banks 
are the same. But, happily for us, 


here are facts which prove otherwise. 


A commendable 77% record: 

What does it mean? 

In simple language,.it means that 
3/4th of the money collected by us 
from rural areas has been put back 


for development work in those areas. 


Interestingly again, against the 499, 
credit/deposit ratio achieved 5y the 
banking system in the country rural 
and semi-urban areas combined), 
by the end of 1978, Indian Bank 

has scored 57%. 


Indian Bank 
Helps build your fortune 


Strong amongst the weaker sections: 
We have always endeavoured to do 
our best for the weaker sections. 

The endeavour is reflected in the 
fast-growing DRI accounts which have 
a much reduced rate of interest... 
From 12,731 accounts in this category 
in 1975, it went up to 24,582 in 1976, 
28,693 in 1977, on to 32,711 in 1978. 


Equally impressive is the number 


of agricultural accounts we are serving: 


1,89,718 (Dec. 1978). 


All these facts prove just one thing: 
we aren't just another bank! 


Indian Bank 


H.O.: 31, Rajaji Road, 
Madras-600 001 


Buy Rajaji coupons, available 
at our metropolitan, urban and 
rural branches (rural branches 
in Tamil Nadu only). 
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This is a book no one 
can afford to miss. 


xS Why 


Because one of the 
country's finest investi- 
gative reporters 
discloses, for the first 
time, the stunning, 
behind-the- scenes 
truth about what 

| exactly happened 


; 4.3 during those days. 
It is an extraor na) story. And that is why 
Ananda Publishers, the premier publishers of 
West Bengal, have decided to enter English 
publishing with this book. 


@ Why did Morarji Desai sack Charan Singh from the 
| ТИЯ, Cabinet last year ? 
e How did Chandrashekhar and Vajpayee join hands to 
bring Chaudhury back to office ? 
ө How did Rai Narain and Sanjay Gandhi work together to bring 
| Morarji's downfall ? Where did they meet ?How did they operate ? 
| e Was Balasubramanium planted in the PM's house bySanjay Gandhi ? 
| e When did Chandrashekhar and Nanaji Deshmakh tell 
| Morarji to behave or quit ? Ч 
| . € How did Madhu Limaye try to put off Y. B. Chavan's no-confidence 
| motion which brought down Morarji's Government ? 
1 5 à ө What were Indira Gandhi's terms for the Charan Singh 
| 
| 
1 
в 


Government's survival ? 
e How did Biju Patnaik try to save Chaudhury's 
Government at the last minute ? 
| e How did Jagjivan Ram's son Suresh Ram contact 
| Sanjay. Gandhi to make his father the PM ? - 
| ө And, above all, what role did the President play in the 
whole drama ?. What was his game ? 
a Barun Sengupta is a legend in West Bengal. His 
= a reporting in Anandabazar Patrika, the highest 
circulated daily in the country, has made 
1 mS his perhaps the most powerful pen in the country. 
E "BEI Now he puts his talent and experience to piece together 
Ananda Publishers i the still-unknown, sensational truth about those di 
Private Limited 2 "days. The author's sources range from Morarji Desai 
A 45 Beniatola Lane | himself to Kamal Nath, the Congress-| heavyweight 
Calcutta 700 009 " |who played a/key role in the various negotiations that" 
Phone 34 4362 -Y f. |dominated the politica! scene. 
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for music lovers 


ОМОРҮТ ce 


brand in performance & styling 


ھا ا م шн ee‏ 


SOLID STATE 100 WATT STEREO AMPLIFIER 


ODEL SC-1020 
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Must you suffer chapped skin and 
cracked lips every winter ? 


Protect yourself these four ways! 


1 All those hot, steamy baths you have 
every winter morning don't help a bit. 

You end up losing vital moisture and your 
| skin becomes scaly and dry. 

Bathe in tepid water if you can't stand 

the thought of cold baths. 


2 If you don't have the time to oil yourself, 
try this quick, simple alternative. 

Alter your bath, put in a few drops of 

olive oil—even coconut oil will do—into a 
mug of warm water and splash it all over 
your body. Then just pat yourself dry 

with a towel. 


3 Those winter winds raise 
a lot of dust. And dirt and cracked skin 
are a dangerous combination. 


= A good home remedy is a‘maida’ and 
milk paste rubbed into the skin. 


x Just see the dirt come out and your 
aaa skin glow. 


4 Boroline is a must in winter. 


Massage the gentle, nourishing cream 
into all the affected areas-your face, lips, arms, 
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Boroline helps prevent chappina; 
peeling and rashes. рч 
It also works as an antiseptic for 


minor cuts and abrasions and protects 
cracked skin from infection. i 
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Prosperity is the cup that cheers. 
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Bank of India-the dawn India has a number of i 
of hope for the small savings schemes to F 
entrepreneur. meet your special needs. 9 
Bank of India extends a Visit your nearest Bank E 
helping hand to a of India branch today— ui 
number of cottage the largest nationalised 2 
industries, artisans bank in India. o 


and small shop- owners 
to earn a living for 
themselves. 


With loans ranging from 
as low as Rs. 100/- 
onwards, the bank helps 
them realise their 
dreams and be truly 
self-sufficient. 


Besides assisting with 
loans repayable at low 
rates of interest, Bank of 
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The Agfa Isoly II takes perfect 


snapshots in dim, soft light. 

Open the aperture wide to 
f/5.6 to get as much light as 
possible to the film. Set the 
shutter at 1/30 second, slow 
enough to allow correct 
image registration. Shoot 
from a distance of 1.83m. 
with the Isoly firmly on a 
tripod. Use slow film for 
greater s 
The result? À perfect picture 
inlow light. з 
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The Agfa Isoly II is a great 
all-round camera. You simply 
adjust settings, distance and 
film to freeze a sports scene 
forever, capture eve 
detail, near or distant, of a 
landscape or get close 
enough to snap a leopard 
snarling! 

The Agfa Isoly IL is built to 
German specifications and 

undergoes over 100 exacting 

tests. 
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‚ See this fine camera today at 


your friendly Agfa dealer. 
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"Persons, Passions and 


should print lies' 


I AM not surprised that Mr Моһаш. 

mad Yunus, who has thus far 

felt. ashamed to show his face 
in public because of the part he 
played during the Emergency, should 

. now pick up the courage to write a 

| book. He and others like him think 

— that the people have forgotten their 

‘misdeeds. But they are in for a sur- 

prise. 

What has hurt me is that a repu- 
table journal like yours should print, 
lies. But this is a matter which I shall 
take up with you later. Ў 

Mr Yunus has said that I was repen- 
tent of what I did and tried to make 
up with the then establishment 
through him. It is a lie. I am proud 
of what I write against the authori- 
tarian forces, which Mr Yunus re- 
presents, and those who have follow- 
ed my writings even after the re- 
lease from jail know how I continued 

to write against authoritarianism all 
through the Emergency. In fact, soon 

after my release from jail I had a 

= brush with Mr V. C. Shukla, the then 

| Information and Broadcasting Mini- 


INDER . 
MALHOTRA 


# BR a quarter of a century I have 
В 4 enjoyed the warm friendship of 
f Mr Mohammed Yunus. It is for 
© Khan saab to say whether this hag 
A been amply reciprocated by me. 
= Since І have not discussed our warm 
_ friendship in public, I do not want 
to: discuss -publicly his present petul- 
ance. Не may consider it justitiable 
but I believe it to be unwarranted, 
On personal matters, therefore, I 

will say no more. 


As for Khan saab’s insinuation 
that my friendships, perhaps, vary 
according to whether a person is in 


10 
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Yunus was not 
telling the truth 


Say a host of Sminent journalists who were 
criticised by Mohammad Yunus in his book 
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Politics” 


мега, 


KULDIP NAYAR: "What has hurt me is 
that a reputable journal like yours 


ster, in the Press Club, Delhi. A 
Pressman asked him why the Govern- 
ment had ordered newspapers not to 
print anything about my case. Shukla 
said: “Kuldip Nayar's case was poli- 
tical”, I got up and protested that 
the Minister had no business to say 
so when the court had said that there 
‘was no such thing and that. the Gov- 
ernment had detained me illegally. 
When he repeated the same charge, 
I said, “Prove it, or don't say it. Т 
will not take this. from you or any- 
body else”, 

It is difficult to catch up with the 
lies which Mr Yunus and his type 
tell, But then this is all that they do, 
He has concocted things and put 
words in my mouth to sell the trash: 
he has written. All that T can say is 
that he. is lving. The rest is between 
him and his conscience, if he has any. 


Kuldip Nayar, now „în the Indian 
Express, went to jail during the 
Emergency ‘because of his opposition 


2 


to authoritarianism. 


power or not, I will be content to be 
Judged by my readers on the aioe 
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PREIVI BHATIA : аш 
'Full of slander OE 
£ le" Shasi 

and half-truth' | icis 
CORN pote NODI MT then 
| secon 

OHAMMAD YUNUS'S reference Сопи 

. to me as an ungrateful old Ер 
friend carries а few factual errors. | уегу 
which should Бе corrected to” ing t 
put the record straight. For instance, Minis 
I have known Yunus since 1932 (not accer 
1934 as he says), when I first met wante 
him in Peshawar. I was a member of again 
the Punjab University cricket team - obvio 
led by Jehangir Khan, and we went | mirat 
to play not against the Islamia Colle- was | 
ge but against- the Peshawar shoul 
Gymkhana. | of E) 
Contrary to his complaint, I did not | wish 
drop him dead after March, 1977. _ pee 
Yunus himself vanished from public u 
view immediately after. the rout of Sette 
the Congress Party and the fall ot | solet 
Indira Gandhi. Perhaps he was so _ truth 
shaken by the election results that he i hime 
Started avoiding old friends like me. | fiio 
I managed to get his new telephone | for H 
number .(675356) from a mutual | tong 
friend but it was impossible to track ` in bi 
him down. He was then living in a Indir: 
one-room apartment in Vasant Vihar. very 
That was around April, 1977, and jung 

the following month I went away to | 

"England to meet our daughter. Soon | Prem 
after returning to India I took over | cessfi 
as editor-in-chief of The. Tribune ай diplo 
Chandigarh. It was, therefore, mot ^. Тһе 


of my writings betore, during . 
after the Emergency. 5 


Inder Malhotra is the resident edi 
of the Times of India, Delhi, "on 


ROMESH THAPAR 


REFUSE to even react to the 

allegations of Yunus. What jour- 
nalists did during the Emergency is 
far less relevant than what Moham- 
med Yunus did during the Emer- 
gency, 


Romesh 
Seminar. 


Thapar is* the editor of 


easy to see Yunus. In any case 
was under the impression that he 
avoided people like me before whom _ 
he had made rather boastful fore- 
casts about Indira Gandhi’s victory: 
He once told me that she would romp * 
home with 400 seats and that even | 
Jagiivan Ram would lose his security — 
deposit. е E y 

It is true that I visited him twice 
or thrice at his residence and in 
office during the Emergency but tha 
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least on two separate occasions in the 
company of several mutual friends, 

I do not remember in what connec: 
tion I said that he made me feel good 
as an Indian. It is possible that 1 
paid him that tribute for the work 
he did on India’s behalf as the Prime 
Minister’s “special envoy” during the 
Bangladesh trouble. He stayed with 
me at Singapore when I was High 
Commissioner there, and I must say 
that he stood up for India with much 
courage if not with conspicuous tact. 

Whatever my personal opinion 
about Yunus, he has been, very un- 


kind to suggest that T called him 
"names" behind his back. One felt 
sorry for him in his wilderness, al- 


though T did on a few occasions say 
that his election forecasts were cock- 
eyed. But my own were not very 
accurate either. 

As for my having “begged for two 
diplomatic assignments", this remark 
is again wide off the mark. My first 
assignment as High Commissioner 
was given to.me by Lal . Bahadur 
Shastri. Yunus was then nowhere on 
the scene and certainly ‘not in the 
then Prime Minister’s confidence. My 
second diplomatic assignment, as High 
Commissioner in Singapore, was com: 
municated to me by the secretary 
of the Ministry of External Affairs in 
very flattering language and express- 
ing the hope on behalf of the Prime 
Minister, Indira Gandhi, that I would 
accept the job because the P.M. 
wanted somebody to “match: his wits” 
against Lee Kuan Yew for whom she 
obviously had great respect and ad- 
miration and whose friendship she 
That letter 
should be on the files of the Ministry 
of External Affairs, and Yunus may 
wish to have a look at it if he is per- 
mitted to do so. 

Yunus is not a very educated per 
son, and I do not quite know who 
vetted the manuscript of his book, 
which is full of slander and һа! 
truths, But I would say this about 
him: he used to be a warm-hearted 
friend which partially compensated 
for his. bumptiousness and vulgar 
tongue. Apparently, he is now back 
in business because he thinks that 
Indira Gandhi, to whom he had been 
very loyal ís on her way to 1, Safdar- 
jung Road. Now Delhi. ; 


Prem Bhatia, after a long and suc- 
cessful career in journalism and 
diplomacy, is now editor-in-chief of 
The Tribune, 


AJIT 
BHATTACHARJEA 


THERE is no truth whatsoever in 
the allegation in Mohd. Yunus's 
book that I offered my services to 
Maneka Gandhi’s Surya magazine. 
The allegation was made originally 
by Mr Khushwant Singh іп the 
Illustrated Weekly, but he did not 
deign to notice my letter contradict- 


ing it. 


Ajit Bhattacharjea, the well-known . 


bwographer of JP, is now editor of 
the Indian Express, 
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RAHUL SINGH 


I HAVE always known Mohammad 
Yunus for his warmth, gene- 
rosity and blind loyalty to the 
Nehru family. After reading his 
account in Sunday I must regrettably 
add another quality—his mendaci* 

Since Yunus mentions me, І must 
put the record straight. He said that 
a tape of a Press conference he gave 
during the Emergency to foreign cor- 
respondents was handed over by my. 
father, Khushwant Singh, to Indira 
Gandhi, despite the urgings of Khush- 
want’s wife, daughter and son not to 
do so. Here are the facts. Alan Brad- 
ford, an American correspondent for 
ABC television (and a friend of mine), 
tape-recorded Yunus’s Press confe- 
rence. He later. played the tape back 
to me. I was shocked at its contents 
and, as an Indian, ashamed at the 
foul language Yunus had used. He 
had utilised the Press conference 
specifically to abuse the four western 
countries whose media had condem- 
ned the Emergency—namely, the 
U.S. Britain, Canada (which had 
questioned our nuclear programme) 
and West Germany. 

If I recall right, among the things 
he said was that West Germany had 
no business to criticise us when it 
had killed six million Jews during 
the Nazi era. Referring to the U.S., 
he raked up the old joke that some- 
thing was wrong with President Go- 
rald Ford's head because he had 
played too much football And to 
illustrate his remark about Britain, 
he related a vulgar joke in which 
the word "bitch" figured prominently 
(so much for Yunus's false claim 
that the tape contained no "abusive 
language"). 

Since the Press conference was ofl- 
cial and had not been off the record, 
with Bradford's permission [ then 
played the tape to my father to show 
him what kind of characters were 
running the country. Though he sup- 
ported the Emergency, he was equally 
shocked and he took the tape to San- 
jay Gandhi who passed it on to his 
mother. Yunus must have been given 
а severe dressing down, because 
shortly afterwards the. Information 
and Broadcasting Ministry — which 
was virtually being гип by V. C. 
Shukla and Yunus — sent Bradford 
an expulsion order. Bradford natura- 
lly came to Khushwant in distress, 
and my mother told my father that 
аїлсе he had taken the tape to Sanjay 
Gandhi it was Khushwant's moral res- 
ponsibility to get the expulsion order 
against Bradford revoked. "This my 
father succeeded in doing after threa- 
tening to resign as Consulting Editor 
of Surya, Maneka Gandhi's magazine. 

I mention all this in detail, firstly, 
to illustrate the toul and vindictive 
atmosphere that pervaded the country 
at the time (and to which Yunus 
made his own contribution), and se- 
condly, to expose the untruthfulness 
of at least one incident in his account, 
The reader may well ask that if he 
has been dishonest once, how much 
credence can we give to the rest of 
his story? He also writes about 


Indian journalists having “no prin- - 


Namai D ate Mico دد‎ 


ciples” and being “self-interest - 
ed ideological clowns”. A Scrutiny of 
Yunus's own performance during the 
Emergency would lead one to conclu- 
de that this description fits him more 
perfectly. 


ee 
Rahul Singh, editor of the Reader's 


Digest is Mr Khushwant Singh’s 
son. 


HAMDI BEY 


BECAUSE Mr Yunus does not 
know me personally he is not 
accurately informed about changes 
in my employment. I was not squee- 
zed out of the Statesman. I was to 
have retired in March 1975 but the 
much and often maligned Mr C. R, 
[rani refused to sign the papers put 
up to him for my retirement by tbe 
personnel department as a matter of 
routine, 


Mr Irani's refusal to retire a man 
who had throughout 1974 consistently 


- reported against JP's movement in 


Bihar as undermining respect for 
parliamentary institutions would sur- 
prise his numerous critics. Mr Irani 
never concealed from me his support 
for JP but he never sought to curb 
my distaste for the movement. Yet 
during that critical year Kuldip 
Nayar and Saeed Naqvi were writing 
enthusiastically, sometimes dramati- 
cally, about JP’s doings. Neither of _ 
them are апу more in the Statesmam | 
Their departure, though they are 
much younger than me, occurred 
about the same time as my leaving 
Statesman. * 


I left the Statesman of my own 
accord when in May 1975 Mr Aveek 
Sarkar made an offer. N. J. Nan- 
poria, then editor of the Statesman 
and 1 were not getting on well. 
Nanporia was new to the Statesman 
and there were several of us who . 
found him rather different from our 
ways of behaviour, 

The columns of the Statesman are . 
still hospitable to me. My relations 
with Mr Irani and Nihal Singh are 
cordial and remained so during the 
Emergency though in my writings I 
defended the Emergency as a logical 
sequel to JP's movement and censor- 
ship unavoidable in the face of the 
Press ganging up. 


I fell in disfavour with my new 
employers—a fact about which Mr 
Yunus seems to have no information 
—after- the March 1977 elections, and 
my job with them was' attenuated 
and then finally terminated on 
December 31, 1978. One instance of 
this di-favour is that this statement, 
made in response to a request by 
SUNDAY, would be the first piece, if 
it 1s published, by me in that maga- 
zine after those elections though I 
had been a frequent contributor bet- 
ween June 1975 and March 1977. 


Romai Ba wi the Statesman's 
cial corr ucl 
Gauhati and later became 
tont editor with the Hin 
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Indo-Communism 


“5 a red зуп rising” by Kewal 
Varma (November 4) was a 
well balanced and analytical article. 
Mr Varma has rightly pointed out 
how the Communist movement, even 
after 50 years, is dormant in Kerala 
and West Bengal Advancement of 
national progress is impeded, due to 
the division of the human race into 
castes and so-called religions and 
cultural value systems in India. In 
this context, the Communists, must 
discover "Indo Communism” to solve 
the peculiar riddle of castes and 
classes, as Mr Varma has pointed out. 

А socio-cultural revolution is the 
need of the hour and the path lead- 
ing to such a revolution has already 


been laid in Tamil Nadu under the. 


guidance of Periyar E.V.R. 


V. A. Poonkudi Selvan, Thiruvaiyaru. 


MR VARMA is wrong in stating that 


the CPI(M) did not join actively in 


the struggle against dictatorship and 
none of the important leaders were 
arrested during the Emergency. 
Jyotirmoy Basu, Har Kishan Singh 
Surjeet and many other leaders were 
arrested after the imposition of Emer- 
gency and so were hundreds of 
ordinary Party workers in West 
Bengal and Kerala. 

„Тһе CPI(M) has struggled against 
dictatorship and the Party was the 
first to describe the rule of Indira 
Gandhi and her minion Siddhartha 
Sankar Ray as semifascist. 

Pradeep Mayank, Lucknow. 


MR VARMA's article was very app- 
ropriately timed, especially now that 
our country is in a political turmoil. 
Since Independence, whoever has 
been in power has never bothered to 
improve the living conditions of the 
rural areas. Our people are not at 
all interested who comes to power— 
they are more interested in living a 


healthy disciplinéd ‘life. 
B. N. Bose, Jamshedpur. 


THE article failed to give an insight 
into the thinking of Indian Com- 
munists, Mr Varma points out: 
‘The tragedy of Indian Communists 
has been that on the political plane, 
wherever there is a spontaneous 
national upsurge, they have a knack 
of remaining out of step with the 
mainstream." In fact, Indian Com- 
munists look for long-term values in 
any agitation or upsurge. Marx 
said: "Class conflict is inevitable in 
the transient phase of the develop- 
ment of.the means of production." 
Indian Communists are waiting for 
that “transient phase? to start a 
matured revolution on the basis of 
class conflict. which Mr Varma fails 
to grasp. 


Sudhendu Ranjan Pandey, Bhagalpur. 


IT is true that the “Communist 
Parties have been always making 
Mistakes in India” as Mr Varma 
overheard in the CPI Congress at 
Bhatinda. — Due to their blunders and 
Splits, their strength has been decrea- 
sing constantly. Both the CPI and 
the CP1(M)’s relationship with Mrs 
Gandhi has been very well explained. 
They rescued her, either directly or 
indirectly, whenever she was in 
trouble. 

The alliances which the CPI and 
the CPI(M) forge are simply breath- 
taking. They have aligned them- 


selves with the most reactionary, 
feudal and communal forces like the 
Muslim League and the Kerala Con- 
gress at one time or the other since 
1957. E, M. S. Namboodiripad and the 
CPI(M) leaders gave respectability to 
the Muslim League in Kerala by join- 
ing hands with them in 1957. Now 
the same Mr Namboodiripad calls Mr 
Koya a “Pro-Pakistani agent.” 

. Besides, the Communist leadership 
is Brahmin-dominated and also in- 


‘cludes rich landlords in the South. 


One tails to understand. how Com: 
munism can thrive in India with such 
reactionary leadership. In fact, the 
CPI(M) Politburo does‘ not have a 
single Muslim. This is a strange 
commentary on the ‘communal’ atti- 
tude of the Party. 

Jubba Mahato, Bangalore, 


MR VARMA has pointed out that 
the main difficulty of Communism in 
India is that it is a foreign ideology 
and thus cannot take roots in a tradi- 
tion-bound country like India. But, 
Communism is a science and is not 
limited to any’: particular country. 
Before a class struggle a lot of 
struggles have to be waged. 


Mr Varma thinks he may lose both 
bread and liberty under the Leftists, 
Let me assure Mr Varma and men 
like him that they need not be afraid 
of the Leftists unless they have con- 
neclions with the vested interests. 
Prateep Sen Gupla, Digboi. 


No, never 


Gone through the various articles 
on the Communists (November 4) 
one can rest assured that the “red 
sun” will, never rise. A majority of 
Indians are subconsciously rationa- 
lists, Witness the strong and un- 
wavering belief in a scientific law of 
cause and effect i.e. the law of Karma. 
Communism being illogical will never 
flowrish in India, 

S. G. Balani, Bombay. 


Vasco the vulture 


NCE ‘again a “Vasco” has landed 
on oue shares, determined to pick 

out maggots from festering wounds. 
Jt was interesting to note that 
naughty Vasco has been masquerad- 
ing as a,conceited and randy male, 
whose uninhibited (and unedited) 
designs would, by now, have register- 
‘ed with graceful ladies, who had offer- 
ed delectable poetry, at the altar of 
a nordic God. З 

Incidently, Vasco has mentioned 
that he has collected a few pounds 
in body weight while "doing" Cal 
cutta. Does not that remind you of 
an obdurate vulture, which gets its 
sustenance from dead bodies? 

Damn it, old girl Calcutta, you 
asked for it | 
Sudhindra Majumdar, Calcutta. 


“DIRTY CALCUTTA” by Gunter 
Grass (November 4) was indeed a 


ated Lu cuam. 


provocative article, 1 would not say 
it made very pleasant reading but 
the fact that the portrayal was true 
needs no argument in favour of it. 
Gargee Dutta, Calcutta. 

IT is astonishing to find such a 
pessimistic and obscene piece of 
literature as Gunter Grass's extract in 
a magazine renowned for its classy 
articles. The writer does not appear 
to have visited the better areas of 
Calcutta and the article leaves one 
feeling disheartened and hopeless, 
Jacqueline Rosario, Calcutta. 


GUNTER GRASS: as Vasco has miss- 
ed the human appeal of Calcutta. I 
am no Calcuttan but I have lived and 
loved the place. It is a friendly place 
and one where a woman need not be 
afraid of being treated with disres- 
pect. I.think it is also the ple 
and their attitudes which make v 

a city not its dirt and squalor. Wi 

some staunch Calcuttan come up with 
a more readable counter-viewpoint, 
Priyamuada Balakrishnan, Madras. 


GUNTER GRASS, in his brilliant 
account of poverty in and around 
Calcutta ends up confused and defeat- 
ed, And yet he says: “Meet your 
Damascus in Calcutta”. I feel that 
many of the yolunteers from foreign 
countries are in fact meeting their 
Damascus in their service of рео 
'The work for the poor jn this city із 
the beginning of hope. dne 
Jacl Preger, Calcutta, . m 
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ITS HISTORY 
By RAJENDRA SAREEN 


OME election time, and 

the thoughts of Party 

managers turn to rigging. 

Politicians in power ex- 

plore the prospects of 
getting away with it. Those in the 
opposition tend to believe the very 
worst of their adversaries, investing 
them with a degree of cunning, com- 
petence and  resourcefulness, which 
if a ruling Party really possessed it 
would have no need to resort to rigg- 
ing. There are, however, exceptions 
to the rule when a ruling Party 
decides to go the whole hog to violate 
the entire body of law and legality 
to sustain itself in power. But that 
has its own limitations which render 
it counter-productive. 


a booth in Aunta village in Patna district 


Rigging, like sex, induces an allur- 
ing temptation. But, unlike sex, it 
does not consummate. A study of 
the rigging operations during the 
various elections in India and the 
countries near about, points unmis- 
takably to a curious conclusion: rigg- 
ing has never helped a loser to win, 
save in the rare case of an evenly 
balanced contest. Rigging helps only 
the winner to win, In that sense, the 
resort to it is a manifestation of the 
sense of ‘insecurity rather than a 
potent instrument of political skul- 
duggery. • Once a political Party has 
lost its rapport with the electorate. 
no amount of rigging can help it 
romp home to victory. And, con- 
versely, when a political Party has 
emerged as a credible factor in the 
consciousness of the electorate, no 
amount of administrative razzle dazzle 
at the instance of a shaky ruling 
Party can prevent a winner sweeping 
the polls. 

, An interesting aspect of rigging 
is that it is not necessarily resorted 


! 1 


'42 candidates put up by 


to by only a ruling group. It cam p, 
an equally effective 
favour of a Party contending fo, 
power, even without an effort on its 


instrument jn 


part, if the electorate is up in arms | 


against the ruling Party. 

Let us first dispose of the exce 
tion to the rule, of which there 
just a single example in the histor 
of Indian politics. This happened in 
1951, when Sheikh Abdullah, 
assisted by those two brilliant Strate. 
gists, the late Bakshi Ghulam 
Mohammed and the late Mr D. P. 
Dhar, conducted the first elections tg 
the J and K Assembly. All of the 

c > the ruling 
National Conference in the Kashmir 
valley and one from Ladakh area 
were declared successful unopposed 
after Фе nomination papers of 
every other candidate had been re 
jected by the returning officers, A 
few days later another 22 out of 
the 30 candidates became successful 
from the Jammu province. The re 
maining eight candidates of the Praja 
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Parishad left in the field decided 
to boycott the polls in protest against 
this highhandedness, and the Natio- 
nal Conference captured all the 73 
elected seats in the State Assem- 
bly. Nobody has been able to bet- 
ter that record in winning elections 
unopposed. But, such a coup d’grace 
became feasible only because of the 
fact that the entire Indian Press and 
political leadership preferred to turn 
a blind eye to that outrage in the 
name of ‘patriotism’. Even so, the 
whole thing would have come un- 
stuck if the electoral 
not been choked off. 

A quarter century later Sheikh 
Abdullah won a convincing victory 
in the first truly free and fair elec 
tions in J and K and successfully 
humbled a powerful combination of 
central leaders and disgruntled local 
politicians. For the rest, rigging 
operations in India have run true to 
form. Whether it was in West Ben- 
gal and Bihar in 1971 and again in 
1972, or UP in 1974, rigging only 
helped the winner to win. 

The hazards of rigging are illustra. 
ted by the fate that overtook the late 
Mr Z A Bhutto. When the going got 
rough for his PPP in March 1977, 
he authorized selective  rigging. 
Once it was known that this easy 
path to victory was available, some 
among his intrepid flock really went 
to town, and the whole thing stank 
to high heavens. At the conclusion 
of the polls, two things became clear. 
First rigging had been resorted to in 
some 50 odd seats. Second, Mr Bhut- 
to’s PPP would have won some 105 
to 110 seats out of 200 even without 
any rigging. The groundswell of 
opinion against his strongarm me- 
thods of governance during his five- 
year rule found in the rigging a 
flashpoint that ignited a mass move- 
ment which culminated in a coup 


d’etat and Mr Bhutto ended up on: 


the gallows. 


But if Mr Bhutto was guilty of 
rigging the polls, Gen, Zia has gone 
a step further and given a new 
dimension to the business of subvert- 
ing the sanctity of the electoral pro- 
cesses. He reneged, in October 1977, 
on his commitment to hold an elec- 
tion after it was clear that Mr Bhut- 
to’s PPP was way ahead of the other 
contenders, who had emerged as the 
General’s Party. The murder case 
against Mr Bhutto, the disqualifica- 
tion proceedings against every senior 
and not so senior leader of the PPP 
to debar them from the contest, in- 
troduction of separate electorates, 
complete overhaul of the established 
electoral processes and practices, 
large-scale arrests and  flogging of 

litical workers have dominated Pak- 
stan's politics for the last two years. 
But alas, the General is even more 
unsure of his ground today than he 


was in 1977. e result : indefinite 
postponement of the polls, which 
were originally scheduled for Novem- 


ber 17, and complete ban on politi- 
cal activity. This is the most ex 
treme example of a rigging opera 
tion which is currently going through 
the third year of its duration with 
no end in sight. 


process had ` 


Police guarding booth. 


The Janata Party was the benefi- 
ciary of a massive rigging operation 
in 1977 in the running of which it 
had no hand. And even if it had 
been aware of what was happening 
and had wanted to stop that, the 
Party could not have done a thing 
about it. So great was the feeling 
against Mrs Gandhi in March 1977 
that large numbers of people cast 
bogus votes in favour of the Janata 
candidates without any prompting 
from anyone. The polling staff turn- 
ed a blind eye towards this. But, as 
it turned eut later, the Janata can- 
didates would have won any way, 
and even if the estimated 10% 
bogus votes cast in their favour had 
not materialized the results would 
still have been the same. Wherever 
the electorate chooses to give a win- 
ner a 50,000 or more vote margin, 
no amount of rigging can change 
that into a defeat. . 

One example that illustrates the 
point relates to the election of the 
CPI leader, Mr Sohan Singh Josh, 
who won the Taran Taran constitu- 
ency of the Punjab Assembly in 1937 
on a Congress ticket. Raja Raghbir 
Singh of Rajasansi in Amritsar dis- 
trict, the candidate of the ruling 
Unionist Party, announced his can- 
didature with a massive feast where 
thousands were fed. His campaign 
was run along majestic lines with 
vehicles, placards, liquor and food in 


plenty. Mr Josh campaigned magni- 
CC-0. In Public Domain. UP State Museum, Ha: | 


managers. 


ficently but without seeking to match 
his adversary's resources. His riposte 
was to ask every elector who voted 
for him to pay a rupee each to help 
him finance his austere campaign. 
Mr Josh earned a tidy sum, and won 
the election. But in 1946, Mr Josh 
lost as convincingly as he had won 
in 1937. : 

It takes a leader with tremendous 
guts to go to the electorate. On the 
eve of the 1952 electionsmost State 
leaders had developed cold feet 
because they were not sure of their 
ground, They approached e late 
Mr Nehru to postpone the polls to 
allow a little more -time to them. 
Mr Nehru refused. The results far 
surpassed even the most optimistic 
estimates of the Congress campaign 
Had Mr Nehru faltered 
then, that would have been the end 
of India’s democratic aspirations, 
with disastrous consequences for the 
country's political unity and economic 
progress. 

What Nehru refused to do, lesser 
men cannot afford te do. Therein 
lies the assurance for the safeguard 
of our democratic polity. Just as it 
is beyond dispute that poll irregula 
tities and high-handedness are facts. 
of our political life, let there be no 


mistake that the institution of elec — 
as an effective — — 
mechanism for the exercise of the - 


tions has survived 


people's right to choose their Govern- 
ment, к Жс { 


ITS GEOGRAPHY 


By KEWAL VARMA 


| 


HE modus operandi of 
rigging differs from. State 
to State, region to region. 
It is most widespread in 
western UP and North 
Bihar. In jat-dominated, western UP, 
harijans in villages are invariably not 
allowed to vote, During my tour of 
the Meerut division to cover the 1977 
elections, whenever I would ask a 
group of rural harijans for whom they 
were going to vote, invariably their 
reply would be: “Babuji, what is the 
good of teling you for whom we 
would vote, Who will let us vote?" 
In Bihar, not only harijans but even 
people belonging to the backward 
castes are not allowed to vote. When 
there was a strong Indira wave in 
1971, the Congress (О) could manage 
to win three seats there which were 
out of proportion to its real popular 
strength. In that election, the Rajput 
апа. Bhumihar lobby was supporting 
Congress (O). The  tacticians of 
Congress (O) planned to win five 
seats, but unfortunately polling offic- 
ers of two  constituencies fell sick. 
Hence, only three Congress (О) stal- 
warts, Digvijay Narain Singh, Satyen 
dra Narain Sinha and Shyam Nandan 
Mishra could win. 1 
. Generally, when in a region a 
single community is dominant nu- 
merically, consisting about 25 to 30 
per cent of the population, and is 
politically and socially aggressive and. 
economically well-off, the possibilities 


` of rigging are quite strong. However, 


rigging is not really possible unless 
‘the administration either openly con- 
nives at or acquiesces to it. In 
western UP, jats are aggressive and 
well-off, thanks to sugarcane cultiva- 
lion and the green revolution, There 
are not many jats in the civilian 
administration, but they make up 
this shortcoming by their numbers 
in the police and armed police 
Services. "These forces are also put 
on election duties, · 

In Bihar both 
tration and police forces are dominat- 


ed by rajputs, bhumihars and their 
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nomic strength have started im- 
Tenn the upper castes in this re- 
gard. But the Jargescale rigging 1s 

by the upper castes, 
Rm hard Furl reality is that larg: 
sections of the population are hope- 
lessly dependent, socially and eco: 
fomically, on the dominant castes. 
The poor virtually live on the crumbs 
„thrown by the rich. They work on 
their fields and in their homes. Even 
the common land is virtually under 
the possession of the dominant scc- 
tions. For all practical purposes, the 
poor are bonded labour, And the 
upper castes use this oppressive 
strength at the time of; the elections. 
When some poor people tend to defy 


these strings, they 
lathis and the police. 
These strings operate independent. 
ly of Parties, About 25 years ago, 
I went to cover a by-election in 
Punjab, The village was a strong. 
hold of communists, At the end of 
polling, it became clear that harijans 
had voted against the communist 
candidate in favour of the Congress. 
When the comrades were reviewing 
the position, they would mention the 
name of the harijans, one by one, 
and say: “Let that bastard come +0 
collect mustard leaves from my field, 
I will beat him up; he did not vote 
for us". However, it is a different 
Story now: in most cases, the 
dominant castes have deserted the 


are tamed with 


communists, 

Rigging, West Bengalstyle, is 
entirely different. The CPI(M) does 
detailed advance planning. It re- 
gisters bogus voters іп the voters- 
ust to 30,000 per 

Then its volunte. 


ving from booth to booth 
P State Museum, Hazratg 
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casting these bogus votes, The, - 
remove the ink on their fingers With 
a special oil. Оп ап average { 


volunteer will cast six to seven Votes, | 
This is impersonation оп a large | 
scale, but it is possible only if а 
Party has a large force of trusteq 
volunteers. No other party can 
match CPI(M) іп organised cadre 
Indeed, this is a display of CPI(M) 
discıpline and strength. E 
The Congress adopted a differen | 
method in 1972. In some places | 
polling officers connived with the - 
Congress and allowed its volunteers — 
to "capture" booths. In other places — 
Congress volunteers exploded bombs | 
to scare away the voters and the poll - 
ing officers, Then they took hold of - 
the bunch of ballot papers, stamped _ 
the Congress symbol oh them and 
dumped them into the hallot boxes, _ 
In a number of booths, all the votes — 
were "cast" within two hours of tho 
start of voting. In the constituency ' 
of Jyoti Basu, for instance, the vot. 
ing was over by 12 noon. It is 
estimated that mags rigging: took 
place in at least 36 constituencies, | _ 


However, it must be noted that the _ 
Congress could resort to rigging only |. 
because it had enlarged its political — 
support base by 1972. As a result of 
CPI(M)'s Big Brother attitude and its 
politics of violence, there was a Te- 
volution in the middle classes. This 
was evident in 1971 when Priya 
Ranjan Das Munsi defeated a highl 
respected CPI(M) leader Ganes 
Ghosh. Between 1971 and 1972, the 
CPI(M) percentage of votes declined 
From 31.98 per cent to 27.25 per cent. 
The Party would have lost in any | 
Case, rigging was only overkill. But І 
in 1977, the Congress could not resort | 
to rigging except in the seat of . 
Saugata Roy, because it had totally _ 
lost the support of middle classes. In ' d 
1977, there was such massive support 
for the Janata*in the north that there E 
was massive rigging in favour of the - 
Janata Party. The Congress volunte — | 
ers got so demoralised that they left 
the polling booths much before clos 
ing time, 


General experience shows that ~ 
where the dominant castes have еуел 
40. per cent support, they can resort - 
to rigging and raise their vote to a 
Per cént. Whereas the have-nots Саг 
tig only if they already have 51 | 
cent popular support, and have là 
in their hands and. strong organ 
tion, Then they can raise their vo 

5 per cent or so, The brutal Ind 
reality is that might is right, Toda 
very candidate needs not, OM 
Popular support, but also lathis 
in some places like Bihar, | 
made guns—not to forget а 
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I have 500 votes, what 
asks a slum dada (boss) 
nonchalantly to a pros. 
pective candidate. The 
if he is a greenhorn, 
and 


апше À 
is erplexe 
P at which 7 
purchase the votes. But if he 
is a veteran Parliamentary/Assembly 
contestant he just dismisses the 
dada as he knows that the dada in- 
fluence is on the wane except in mas- 
sive slums like Dharavi and along 
the Edstern Highway where slums 
are mainly dens of vice and violence. 

There is a scheduled caste-inhahi- 
ted slum in the Fort area that asked 
& prospective candidate for a 'man- 
dir’ in return for their support. An- 
other near Cama Hospital wants a 
TV set in return for their 300 votes. 
Another at Mangalore Street wants 
a gymnasium. They never ask for 
anything that concerns the develop- 
ment of their zopadpattis, says ono 
legislator All they ask for is social 
clubs, chairs. mandirs and carrom 
boards One slum at the southern 
tip of Colaba told a legislator that 
"we' are with you, but just see that 
you give us water after the elections". 

These are but a few, insignificant 
instances of how slum votes can be 

_ Swaved and which has over the years 
| given rise to a situation that is as 
perplexing as it is axiomatic — that 
slum votes can be purchased in bulk 
and that goonda power has a role 
to play in so called democratic elec- 
tions. This blows the myth of demo 
. Cracy and its ‘for the people-by the 
-people-of the people’ chorus because 
it is the dada who decides with, his 
. muscle power, in many cases, which 

way the votes will go and his deci. 

Sion usually goes in favour of tho 

highest bidder. 

However, this is. also 
true right now. During 
elections the late Mr. Gokhale was 
alleged to have given utensils and 
saris to slum families in his Bombay 
north (west) constituency апа his 
resources, with four-colour posters 
and all, were far greater than the 

Janata’s wealthy Mr. Jethmalani's. 

Yet the latter won that seat. One 

reason for this could be the Janata 
. wave. When there are waves like 

the Indira wave of 1971 and the 

Janata wave of 1977 then the dada 

influence is negligible. In fact, it is 

said that Congress strongman Gulab 

Joshi of Vile Parle had to hide his . 

face during the 1977 elections, 

This time there is no wave, either 
for Indira or Janata, in Bombay city 
and so the possibility of dadas play- 
ing their role is not ruled out. Bom- 


20 


not wholly 
thé 1977 


are you prepared to give?" 


"S ; AS XESEA 00d 
Some harijans of Bhojpur district 
who were not allowed to vote 
ee eee ee 
bay has a slum population of four 
million out of a total population of 
ЧЛ million. They are spread over 
600 slum pockets from south Bombay 
to Thane in the easternmost suburb 
and Раһіѕаг in the westernmost 
suburb. During ап. election they 
form the largest single ‘bulk votes 
that can be garnered by prospective 
candidates. Slum voters also turn 
out in the largest numbers, “It is 
estimated that voting is zs high as 75 
per cent in the slums. Of the four- 


million slum dwellers a minimum of 
two million are voters š 
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Dadas' down 
but not out 


: OLGA TELLIS reports on how block votes are 
` purchased in Bombay's slums 


the Municipal Corporation, police апу. 
even with the State Government - 
which is necessary becaus | 
the slums are illegal 


is through the 'sifarish' T 
their dada to the powers that be 

The dada influence is the strongest 
in Dharavi slum which has 1,2000 | 
people of all regions — but predomi. . 
nantly from Tamil Nadu. In this 


slum there is plenty of room for 
rigging, according io people in the 


know of the ways and means gf 
achieving this. ‘fhe returning officer 
who is usually a Maharashtrian iş. 
not familiar with the tongue twister 
Tamilian names, They talk a langy. 
age he does not know and this make 
impersonation, one of the popula 
forms of rigging, a cakewalk. 
Other areas where the dada 
fluence holds sway are Jogeshwari 
10 km off the main road, Anan 
nagar which has 400 huts, Vi 
nagar where illicit) distilling goes on 
freely. It is understood that people 
in these slums own nothing legally 
and therefore they are at the mercy 
at dadas. If they don't do what he- 
Says he harasses them, their survival 
fs at stake and so voting is influenced | 
by these dadas who roam  menac | 
ingly, showing their muscle power 
in their unnumbered cars. | 
In the slums 
Ghatkopar, 


7 


hit areas of Maharashtra, are at the 
mercy of the owner who pays the 
a pittance for 10-12 hours, work 
day, yet demands his pound of flesh 
at election time. There. are eight 
new slums of quarry workers in th 
Jogeshwari-Dahisar belt and four 
the Kurla-Ghatkopar belt and two i 
ndheri, 4 


HE Government is also 
a dada to its slum dW 
lers on Government ай 
municipal land. . For 
last 25 years, for 
stance, there has been the gigan 
sprawling — Daurinagar slums 
either side of the Western Exp 
Highway on Government land. ТИ 
have had no facilities [ike electrici 
ОГ tap water over the years. In fa 
huge wall was built to cover it f 
he eyes of the — ever-complain 
Prime Ministers and VIPs who hav 
to pass the 
airport. This 
India's hoarding *An Air about In 
Only recently, atter the announ 
ment of the mid-term poll, has 
Government sanctioned water < 
nections. They have also put | 
four lampposts in the area for 
over 5000 huts! 
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Dadagiri, says опе social worker, 
is not only physical but emotional, 
Party feelings are exploited to the 
hilt and so аге caste feelings. For 
instance, the Tamilians vote the 
way the DMK or ATADMK brethren 
in Tamil Nadu tell them. The 
Haryana bhaiyas have their own 
Chaudhury who gives them a call 
from their gaon (villege). ‘Dadas’ 
also use the service of the “aunty” 
who runs speakeasies in slums. It 
is said that during elections even the 
grocer shops and bars do not take 
money from key workers of political 
Parties that dominate the slum. The 
aunty is given ,money by the dada 
and in return she permits the 
poster stickers and other Party help- 
ers to have a free run on the bar. 

'fhere is, however, a distinct trend 
emerging in the slums whereby the 
dada influence is minimised, although 
not eclipsed, due to the rise of local 
committees. The Bharatiya Harijan 
Yuvak Samiti for instance, appeals 
directly to youngsters in the slums 
to vote intelligently. They are given 
talks on the backgrounds of various 
candidates, with . promising. results. 
This happened in Mithanagar slum 
in Goregaon. In the Mayanagar: 
slum, young people boycotted the 
municipal elections because they 
realised that the dadas had fooled 
them over the years and they got 
nothing for the slum people be 
sides promises. 

Every suburb till Dahisar has its 
slums and through this belt on the 
Eastern Highway it’s the same story 
of fear and of the dada. The slums 
of  Ghatkopar, Kurla, Bhandup, 
Deonar, Chembur are in the grip of 
dadas. 

The dada phenomenon їп the 
slums, vis-a-vis elections, is a Cong- 
ress legacy that was nurtured over 
the years as a shortcut to getting 
votes without really working for the 
uplift of the area. The political 
activists in the slum areas were re- 
placed by the dada who, because of 
their shady, seedy background and 
involvement in the “underworld”, 
makes it easier for the politician to 
deal with him. This in turn leads 
to the malfunctioning of democracy 
because dadas could also be used to 
create “artificial” waves in favour of 
that paid the highest. 
Dadas set up 60 per cent of the 
slums and took over management in 
the rest of the 40 per cent. 

The curbing of the influence of the 
the last five years was 
brought about ironically by a Cong- 
ressman, Mr. Prabhakar Kunte, when 
he was Minister for Housing. He 
pushed through a comprehensive 
Rs. 20-crore slum improvement 
scheme which led to the formation 
of various mandals, committees and 
created a general consciousness of 
their rights among the slum people. 
The slum people automatically crea- 
ted local committees to demand and 
see through the execution of what 
the Government promised by way of 
electricity, roads, sanitation, tap, 
water, etc., and this went a long way 
in checking the influence of the 
dadas. 
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LL the political Parties 
in Bihar seem to have 
arrived gt a consensus 
on one point : there will 
be rigging during the 
forthcoming polls, and they must try 
and ensure that in the areas where 
they command support, they do not 
allow their opponents to poll too 
many votes. How far the decision 
to return to boothwise counting will 
embarrass them into caution, or how 
many legal disputes will ensue after 
the results are announced, cannot be 
predicted, but if what happened 
in the past few elections, particularly 
in the panchayat elections of 1978, is 
any indication, then rigging has еп- 
tered a new age. It began with 
“bogus voting”, or illegal voting in 
the names of people who were dead 
or missing from the area but whose 
names remained on the electoral 
rolls. Then came the era of intimi- 
dation, with — Jathis, and bands of 
people roaming around in jeeps arm- 
ed with bombs and guns. 
political goondas are taking up posi- 
tions in certain villages, and forcibly 
preventing anyone from voting. Not 
every'booth is captured, true — but 
about 30 per cent of the voting can 
now be presumed false. 


HE Home Ministry 1s 
worried . about : the 


production of illegal 
firearms has doubled 
in the State. In the interior villa- 
ges, ironsmiths normally turn out 
à variety of guns for professional 
criminals; now politicians are also 
placing. their orders. According 
to one estimate, the number of 
small factories manufacturing 
firearms illegally is between 500 
and 600. Of these, 250 to 300 are 
in the Nalanda-Monghyr belt. The- 
rest are spread over villages in 
the districts. of Patna, Auranga- 
bad and Rohtas. According to m- 
ieligence reports politicians аге 
ordering armaments at wholesale 
rates, Fantastic prices are being 
offered to ironsmiths and they are 
being given large advances. Many 
factories have shifted to larger 
premises, С : 
During the Durga Puja vacation 
this year, many students stayed 
back in their college hostels. Ас 
cording to а hostel superintendent, 
many of those who stayed behind 
were campus goondas-cum-politi- 
cians. They spent tbeir holidays 
collecting firearms. On investiga- 


Gangotri 


Bihar is worst of all г = 


ARUN RANJAN reports on booth capturing 


Now . 


situation in Bihar; the . 


Booth capturing is prevalent due, 
to the weaknesses of democracy as. 
practised. It shows the impo. 
tence of the administration and also 
reveals the callousness towards the 
people. The masses can. prevent 
booth capturing if they are interest- 
ed in preserving democracy, because 
after all, only about 10 people pre- 
vent about 5,000 people from voting, 
but they are often indifferent. 
It would, moreover, be too 
simplistic to blame only the 
administration or political Parties. 
In reality, this is the work 
not of a Party but of a small group 
of people who are mostly criminals, 
under the guidance of individual 
candidates. But Parties abet this by 
turning a blind eye;. indeed, certain 
Parties have been admitting crimi- 
nais as members either on a perma- 
nent or a temporary basis. This 
explains, too, the close affinity 
between politics and crime. Political 
fangsterism is proof of this. In 1978, 
there was an important by-election 
from Samastipur. The candidates 
were Mrs Tarakeshwari Sinha and 
Ajit Mehta (Janata), supported by 
Karpoori Thakur. The question was: 
Who would win? Most newspapers 
in their reports assumed that the 


= PA 


ted lathis, spears and 
made pistols M. a t s 
mand of politicians -student-go 
das have converted their hostels 
into mini armouries. AE С: 

returned - 


One politician 
from a tour of 51 
northern Bihar ed to a | 
journalist:.. “My trusted volun- | 
teers have refused to help me - 

this time. They are afraid o RE 
threat to their lives. For a small 

sum of money they do not Want 
to risk their lives while capturing 
booths" The same mentality 
pervades the entire State. The 
atmosphere of violence and armed 
struggle has forced many volun: 
teers and Party workers to with- 
draw from the fray. vacuum 
is likely to be filled by hardened, 
professional gangsters, It Js clear 
that guns, bombs and goon 
will be used on an unprecede 

Scale in the coming elections, 
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«andidate who would be supported 
by the master booth capturer of 
Begusarai, Kamdev Singh, would 
emerge victorious. Till the time of 
polling speculations ran rife about 
whom Kamdev Singh would support. 

This is the 
Vijay Krishna, analyses the situation. 
‘He says that since the very inception 
of Parliamentary democracy in this 
country, bogus voting has taken 
place. During the Seventies, booth 
capturing came into its own. The 
reason was again simple — bogus 
voting involved a lot of trouble ` 
making a list of voters, finding out 
who were alive and who would vote, 
substituting them with bogus voters, 
removing the indelible mark from 
the finger etc. In the Hindi Speak- 
ing beit the biggest difficulty was 
organising bogus women voters. In 
Some areas in Bihar and UP even 
prostitutes were used as bogus vot- 
ers. "There are even cases of men 
adorning  burkhas and posing as 


. Women voters. All these problems, 


it was found, could be solved in one 
Stroke, by capturing booths. 

The art of booth capturing was 
explained in detail by an experienoed 
politician : “Booth capturing is done 
in two ways — official and unofficial. 
The unofficial method is more in use. 
There are three methods of do- 
ing this. First, if you have many 
supporters, then you come early 
in the morning and line 
them up at the booth and cast your 
votes before your opponents arrive. 
Where manpower is evenly balanced, 
guns and bombs come into play. 
Some 20 to 25 persons get down from 
jeeps and trucks, start firing guns, 
and bursting bombs.. When the vot- 
ers flee in fear of their lives someone 
enters the booth and stamps all the 
ballot papers in his candidate’s 
favour. The third method is used 
where your supporters are numeri- 
cally few. Some are then placed in 
the queue, and they ocassionally 
keep on creating trouble. A good 
half an hour is wasted by the polling 
agent in trying to bring the situation 
back to normal each time there is a 
disturbance. Meanwhile polling те- 
mains at a standstill. If this happens 
about five or six times, a total of two 
to three hours is wasted. Not only 
this, all this can effectively pre- 
vent the supporters of the opposing 
candidate from capturing the booth. 
This is known as ‘negative booth 


capturing’ and is done by local hood- 
lums. ; 


"Official booth capturing is an 
easier task. It is totally centred 
around individuals. There are two 
or three ways of going about this 
task. If your Party is in power, 
then you can easily manipulate the 
posting of magistrates, polling 
agents, policemen and district magis- 
trates who are sympathetic to your 
cause, To prevent this, once the 
elections are announced, transfer „of 
officials is restricted by thé election 
commission. But the State Govern- 
ments try to get around this rule by 
forwarding excuses or by  transfer- 
ring officials three months before the 
elections. At present, in Bihar, there 
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way a youth leader, 
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is a controversy going on regarding 
the. Inspector-General of Police, К. 
Lal, who belongs to the ^ backward 
castes. The backward castes believe 
that if R. Lal remains the IG then 
they will get some official support. 
The forwards too fear that this may 
happen. One Minister : has also 
Submitted his resignation and an- 
nounced that he would not withdraw 
it till the IG was transferred. If c 
candidate cannot get a suitable. poll- 
Ing agent transferred to his consti- 
tuency, then, on the night before the 
elections attempts are made to buy 
him off. The agent is given a splen- 
did dinner, backed with alcohol And 


next day's programme is decided |, 


by promises of money and caste 
considerations. When even fhis .does 
not succeed, then on the day of poll- 
ing, the polling agent is threatened 
not to obstruct riggers or last-minute 
attempts are made to get him over 
to their side. The security arrange- 
ments for the presiding officer aud 
polling personnel are So inadequate 
*that even a small threat is enough 
to make them surrender. Some pre- 
Siding officers are so clever that they 
‘know precisely which party is strong 
and they come to terms with it in 
fear of their lives,” 


In Bihar, some people аге dis- 
appointed at the prospect of fhe 
polls being held on one day. Since 
armed gangs go around in jeeps and 
trucks capturing booths it may not 
be possible for them to do as mùch 
as they could if the elections are 
held on two days. Their modus 
operandi is : After having captured 
booths on one day, they go to ano- 
ther constituency the next day and 
capture other booths. Two  candi- 
dates come to an agreement and get 
the same people to capture booths 
for them. 

In some places help is required 
from Ње local people їо capture 
booths. In such cases people from a 
particular caste capture booths fora 

` candidate from their own caste like 

the bhumihars in Begusarai, kurmis 
in Nalanda, yadavs in Patna. brah- 
mins in Mithila, rajputs in Auranga- 
bad. Formerly, the rajputs and the 
bhumihars were the leaders in this 
field but now the yadavs and the 
kurmis have also learnt. Two things 
are clear from this. First, the poli- 
ticisation of particular castes ог 
groups in recent times. Second, this 
is also a symbol of change in politi- 
cal equations. à 

In 7971, in the Lok Sabha elections 
the Indira wave was backed up ' by 
booth capturing. In 1977, ' too, 
thanks _ to the public support the 
Janata Party enjoyed, it was possible 


for them to capture booths. This 
réporter’s vote was cast by the 
Janata supporters in the Kadam 


uan area in Patna in the 1977 Lok 
Sabha elections. In the 1980 mid- 
term polls, booth capturing may well 
surpass а! previous records. The 
backward castes are out to fight. In 
the final analysis, booth capturing 
simply ү 
have lost faith in themselves, the 


electorate and in the elections. The: 


eventual victim is democracv. ш 
Photographs by Krishna Murari Kishan 
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paying his 
CO сре fees 
even before 
he begins 

school. 


This is my little Rahul. 

He's three and just about 
learning to say ABC, yet I 
have already planned for his 
future education. 

I would not like him to 
work through college like I did. 

So I have taken out 
‘Grow Your Money Scheme’ 
with UCOBANK for 120 months 
and assured my son's 
college fees and other 
associated expenses. 

After maturity the whole 
amount will be reinvested - 
under the Fixed Deposit 
Scheme for meeting Rahul's 
monthly college expenses. 

With UCOBANK saving for 
the future is as easy as 
learning ABC. 

Just drop in at your nearest 
branch for details, 


@ „а 


Commercial Bank 
the friendly bank 
round the corner. 
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HE first thing I would 
like to mention is that 
when I went over to the 
ground it was.really a 
à heartening sight to see 
that it wasn't raining and that all the 
boys were doing some loosening up 
exercises and getting some batting 
practice. The look of a dry ground 
was very heartening because till yes- 
terday we were thinking that pro- 
bably we would have to struggle to 
play today. I had slight problems 
with my health overnight, and I 
wasn't sure whether I would be 100 
per cent fit. The atmosphere was 


great because we knew there were 


Nikhil Bhattacharya 


many people and, like in 


going to be 
see that every- 


Pakistan, you could 
thing was buzzing. The moment we 
left the hotel we saw people going 
towards the stadium, something which 
one. always associates with a big 
majlis. 

The thing which appealed most was 
the moment you entered the stadium 
I felt it anyway. As a player. That 
there it is, a full house and a full 
stadium. Nothing is better than to 
perform in front of a full house. The 
whole atmosphere of the stadium, 


‘with the sun shining, gave us some 


kind of inspiration, after having those 
three or four days of rain when we 
didn't play enough cricket, Everyone 
was trying to touch me, or touch the 
players. Everywhere there were 
shouts of “Good luck". There were 


shouts of “Hope you'll score a hundr. 
ed”, I think the crowd has been 
tremendously good, because as I was 
going down the steps towards the 
ground to meet the other boys, and 
to have a knock, I don't think there 
was even a single unkind remark 
There were people always either 
wishing me luck, saying "We hope 
your team will do well" and "we hope 
you will do well". They were look. 
ing forward to seeing a good day's 
cricket from the Pakistani team. It’s 
important, because that gives you in- 
spiration and you feel that, look, we 
are away, it’s not our home ground 
it’s not our country, and yet the 
people are 50, sympathetic, so friend- 
ly, always wishing you aud hoping 
you'll do well. I think this will help 
the team's performance a lot and it 
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` satisfactory day, yes. 


was quite noticeable here especially. 

As for tle toss, which decides many 
a thing on a Test ground, before we 
went out to toss I went into the 
dressing room and Т had a chat with 
the boys and I was trying to find out 
as to what we should do if I won the 
toss. Majid and I had a long talk 
about the look of the wicket and we 
me of the opinion that we should 
at, 

With that whole team of photo- 
graphers trying to take snaps of 
both of us a$ we walked towards the 
wicket..I have never experienced 
tossing in a Test match because I 
have never captained Pakistan. Be- 
sides, the importance of winning the 
toss on Indian wickets is pretty great, 
I think, and that’s why I can very 
well remember when Sunil spun the 
coin and I shouted "heads" and when 
it did land “heads” I suddenly got a 
shiver of excitement, or a shiver of 
tension. Winning the toss really 
pleased me And without 
hesitation I told Sunil that yes, we 
vould bat. 

1 would say that it was a most 
s y I wouldn't call 
it an exciting day. It was a satis- 
factory day, because I think excite- 
ment comes when the thing is all 
Over, when the Test is won or lost, 
or when the series is finished, that's 
when it comes, I think a captain’s 
Job is not only just taking his own 
decisions and looking after his own 
performances. More important than 
that is the performance of the other 
ten who are in the team, and looking 
after them, which Tm still in the 
process of doing. I think I was very 
happy at the end of the day although 
unfortünately we lost a wicket in the 
last over. I would have been happier 
if Raja were still there. In the very 
first three or four Overs, when Majid 
and Mudassar were being beaten, we 
were sort of sitting on tenterhooks 
and I was sort of debating the 
decision, whether I had done the 
right thing or the wrong thing in 
electing to bat. When Majid was 
finally out, I was Slightly unhappy 
because І thought maybe Га made a 
wrong decision. Im very happy now 
that I did make the right decision, 
because I think I did mention it to 
the boys before that the first few 
overs would probably help the bowl- 
ers more than the batsmen. Zaheer 
and Mudassar played exceptionally 
well, but unfortunately Zaheer got 
out. PR 


SECOND DAY ~ 


AKISTAN losing an extra 

wicket in that last over, 

with me having to face 

the last three balls of 

— that incomplete over, had 

made things quite different. I re- 

ached the wicket, knowing that the 

ball just taken was a new ball and 

my feelings at that moment were, 

had we not lost that extra wicket, we 

would have had a lefthander there 

along with a righthander, and would 

have given the bowlers an unfortu- 
nate time. 
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took place during 


as if to wake him up. 


Today the nervous tension was 
much more, because yesterday I was 
just sitting in the dressing room or. 
the pavilion, watching the boys play. 
But today I was right in the firing 
line. To start with, yes, I was...1 
did have a bit of tension, The team, 
however, was in high spirits, when 
We went for our morning training. It 
may souhd superstitious: 
don’t practise—I think this goes for 
Zaheer too; we don’t practise before 
our turp to bat comes. 

When I was out I was not very 
happy because 1 think it's criminal to 
get out after getting going. It is 
better to be out for nought than get 
that many runs and get out. I got 
back to the dressing room. I con- 
veniently dozed off for 45 minutes or 
so, only to hear now and then a loud 
cheer from the crowd and I knew 
obviously that another wicket had 
fallen, and the loud cheer was not 
because Imran had hit a six or some- 
one else had hit a four, 


REST DAY 


LTHOUGH it was suppos- 
ed to be a rest day and 
we were looking forward 
to having a peaceful and 
quiet day, my day started 
at seven when the first phone call 
came. It was fromxsome journalist 
who wanted to interview me. This 
was followed by about half a dozen 
phone calls. I had optimist.cally 
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There was comic relief aplenty during the Bangalore Test but what 

the first day definitely took 
thousand spectators were treated to the rare sight of all eleven Indian 
players, the two Pakistani batsmen and the umpires 
For several moments no one knew what was ha Г 
realised that a swarm of bees had. caused. the fifteen men to fling them- 
selves flat on the ground. The interruption did not take long, but 
Zaheer Abbas did not realise that the danger had. passed and Indian 
skipper Sunil Gavaskar had to walk over and pat htm on the cheek 


I normally’. 


the cake. Fifty 


prone on the turf. 
but then they 


asked the hotel operater to “wake” 
me up at nine—and it was quite amus- 
ing that at nine o’clock sharp the 
operator phoned and said, "This is 
your morning alarm", And all these 
other calls had come before! 

We were supposed to go and offer 
our Friday prayers. And because 
we felt that if we all went together 
there would . be a lot of chaos, we 
went to different mosques. I, along 
with some of my very old school- 
friends who had come all the way 
from Hyderabad, not only to _ watch 
the Test but also to be with me, 
some of them I was seeing after .20 
years, we went to the Jama Masjid. 
We arrived just about a minute 
before the prayers were due to start. 
I was in my national dress — salwar 
kameez — and I was wearing a pair 


.of dark glasses with my Namaz cap 


on top, thinking that I was very well 
disguised. When I entered they were 
about to start their prayers and T 
thought I could quickly ^ sneak off - 
just afterwards, but that was not to 
be because I suddenly heard one 
whisper — 'There's Asif? — and the 
word spread. And as soon as we 
finished our prayers we wanted to 
sneak off, but there was no chance. 
As soon as I finished they crowded 
around and kept touching me. almost 
to make sure that I was for real. 
And suddenly rupee notes were com- 
ing out of their pockets for auto- 
graphs, and there was a lot 
confusion. A funny thing happened 


as we were leaving. The person I.. 


was with took out what we торец 


8 


was the token for the slippers we 
had left outside the mosque, and 
instead the passss for the racecourse 
came out. And suddenly we heard, 
“My God, look at them! Here they 
are at the mosque, and straight from 
here they're going to the races! 


We did go straight to the races. I 
had a lovely day, starting with the 
fact that I managed to speak to my 
wife and kids, who are in London, 
the first thing in the morning. 
They're following the Test from 
there. I went to the races where I 
was to present a cup, and I also won 
a couple of races myself. So I had 
а very good day. In the evening we 
had this team dinner just to find out 
how the first two days had gone, and 
if there were any suggestions on 
how to tackle the Little Master 
Gavaskar and the others, how best 
to contain them. And then Taslim 
Arif — who is the best singer Pakis- 
tani cricket has produced — came 
up with the idea that Sunil bats with 
a 45 degree angle bat, and Dilip 
Vengsarkar bats with a 90 degree 
angle bat and the field should be 
‘placed accordingly. So Mudassar 
suggested that instead of going to 
the cricket ground with a cricket 
kitbag we should take a geometry 
box with us, In the end we decided 
that since the wicket might provide 
a little bit of turn to the bowlers 
from the beginning — after using 
the quickies for three or four overs, 
we would immediately start giving 
the spinners a go. 


| THIRD DAY 


oday, what with the 
rain clouds hanging over- 
head, we offered a prayer 
that it — shouldn't rain 
at all when the: pitch 
was completely covered. As it turn- 
ed out, there was no rain, and when 
we went to the ground this morning 
to start the match the clouds were 
pretty high and there was not much 

‘chance of rain, despite our prayers. . 

The day began on a very qyiet 
note, with both Sunil and Vengsarkar 
playing confidently. Both of them 
carried their bat upto lunch although 

Imran bowled well But he wasn't 
getting much out of the wicket. We 
thought 'Right, we're out here for 
the whole day, and we should try and 
do our best and try and get at least 
Sunil out as fast possible’, 

_ We tried various ways, and at 
times we were thinking of making 
quick changes to give almost every- 
body a bowl—luckily ' Pakistan has 
got many allrounders who bowl 
in some form or the other—just to 
rattle the rhythm of the batsmen, 
But we had no luck at all till lunch. 
And when we got back to the dress- 

ing room we kept on talking, hoping 
and praying that we could get Sunil 
put, We would really solve many 
problems for ourselves, and then we 
could concentrate on  Vishy. Sunil 
fs such a fine player of quickies and 
specially on a wicket that is giving 
no response at all to the, bowlers, so 
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we thought that we would just try 


lugging at him. 
апак Jid On At to get both Sunil 
and Dilip out in the lunch fo tea 
When we saw Yashpal com- 


períod. 1 ү up 
bat it was quite ѕигрг } 
ты Yashpal did not field at all 


e whole two days of our innings. 
in helded for maybe two hours, and 
yet he came out to bat—and the ы 
with which he batted made me a 
that he must have made a remarkable 
recovery from the  backstrain or 
whatever he had. He played well, 
and so did Vishy, although he gave 
plenty of chances to the bowlers by 
playing all the strokes that he had— 
and yet he was still there at the end 


of the day’s play. 


FOURTHDAY | 


N the fourth day the 

morning started when I 

learned through the hotel 

telephone operator that 

it was Imran's birthday. 
The operator said that he had. beeu 
trying. to get through to Mudassar 
Nazar. who is Imran's roommate, but 
since the morning the whole tele- 
phone system had been jammed with 
calls for Imran from various places 
and various people. Everybody 
wanted to wish him. I noticed 
when I went towards the coach that 
there were two girls carrying beauti- 
ful bouquets of flowers to his room. 
When Imran came to join us he said 
his room was full of flowers and mes- 
Sages. I thought it was a really nice 
Eesture from the people of India. In 
the coach, Javed Miandad, who is al- 
ways trying to create mischief of 
some kind, said, “Imran, it must be 
nice to be 30” knowing fully well 
that it wasn't his thirtieth birthday. 
“Тһіѕ made everyone laugh and put 
us in a very good mood. 

At about 10 — o'clock we were in- 
formed that we would not be start- 
ing on time because of bad light. 
Play began eventually at 10.35, and 
I was really surprised even at that, 
because I thought the light wasn't fit 
enough. But the umpires decided so 
we went out and in the second over 
we had Vishy out, off Ehteshamuddin, 
caught behind, and that was Ehtes- 
ham's first Test wicket. I thought 
Vishy. must have had very good 
eyesight, because in that light he 
managed to get a nick on the ball. 
But after that it became almost cer- 
tain that we wouldn't be playing be- 
cause it was getting dark. 


We went back to the dressing 


room where there ' was a birth 
cake for Imran Khan which the P 
had sent, and we had this party with 
all of us standing around and sing- 
ing ‘happy birthday’. Imran cut the 
cake and then half of it was sent to 
the Indian dressing room. And 
Sunil, Vengsarkar, Doshi and Kapil 
ev came to wish Imran. After that, 
we started playing indoor cricket 
with a tennis ball And then we 
started counting the telegrams Imran 


had received, i i 
dreds. ved, and it went into hun- 
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N the last day of a Test 
match one. usually feels- 
sort of tense and excited, 
Either you're going to 
win or you're trying your 
best to save the match, but knowin 
that there wasn't even the remotest 
possibility of finding a result it was. 
very difficult to gear oneself up to 
participate in the rituals of the day, . 

As a captain I felt that all I need. 
ed to do was try and get the boys 
some practice and with that in ming, 
I decided that it would be better to 
try and give the boys bowling prac. 
tice and do some match practice 
which is very viral in fielding and 
bowling. The only thing that 
was quite noticeable was the damp. 
ness all around the field but not ac. 
tually on the wicket. The boys were 
also quite surprised that more than 
half the stadium was fuli even before 
the match started, although we had 
been told by the England team that 
was here іп 1975-76 that when they 
were playing in Calcutta and. Eng. 
land needed 18 runs to win on tne 
last day there were nearly 80,000 
people watching. 

I had a very attacking field almost 
for the whole of the two days that 
India batted but today I had a slight- 
ly less attacking field, and although 
the Indians at stages were scoring 
very freely yet we managed to get 
them all out before they surpassed 
our total. Of the bowlers in our 
team, I think the unluckiest one was 
Iqbal Qasim who, despite his excep. 2 
tionally good line and length, didnt 
manage to get any wickets and it _ 
was quite funny that Majid — - 
who is a non-regular bowler now — _ 
kept getting wickets. Every time he | 
got one Iqbal was running to him | 
and saying "For God’s sake rub 
something on my left shoulder for . 
luck so that I càn also get at least 
one wicket”. Majid I thought deser _ 
ved the wickets he got, however | 
With Imran rattling Dilip Doshi’s - 
three stumps off the ground he sear- 
ed his own personal achievement of 


accolis 


“зү, 


getting to the hundred wicket mark. | 


He needs two more wickets and he 
Was very keen that I declare the | 
innings after about 45 minutes 0 
batting when after scoring 60 to 100 
runs India would be in no position to 
Score those runs and he could havea 
bash of a four to five over spell and 
he could try and get those two 
Wickets to get his 100th wicket. All _ 
very well to think of as a joke but in 
a Test match you don't really do this 
kind of declaration. i 
jhen it all ended it was a kind of | 
disappointment but also it was а Т 


ef knowing that it was my firs! 


` Test and that I hadn't lost. I МОЛ | 
the toss which, I think, was the first — — 


round that I won and then we did | 


ave a very slim lead against Indi? | 
Which also gave me confidence. With > 


this in mind and with the player ; 


more confident now with the shiver 
of the First Test over I think we € 
look forward to an exciting series: — | 
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OTHER TESTS 


TAVLEEN SINGH reports from Bangalore on the tamasha 


™|RICKET fever 


spreads 

“faster than flu and al- 
though the hysteria that 
z|had gripped Delhi from 


— {Һе moment the Pakis- 
tani team arrived had softened, South 
Indian style, by the time we got to 
Bangalore, there was little doubt 
that the fever still raged. 

Dark clouds blotted out Bangalore 
as we landed and more than one of 
my fellow passengers looked dis- 
tinctly anxious despite the cheery 
banner at the airport entrance saying 
‘The Test match begins at the West 
End, welcome to the Indian and 
Pakistani teams’, On the flight from 
Delhi were the Pakistani ambassador, 
Mr Abdus Sattar, and various cricket 
lovers and organizers for whom Banga- 
lore meant only one thing—the first 
Test between India and Pakistan. A 
group of youths with vastly flared 
trousers and very dark glasses played 
spot the celebrity’ while we waited 
for our luggage. “Look, there's 
Prasanna, he used to be my hero. 
And isn't that Polly Umrigar?" 

The teams were staying at the 
West End—one of those old fashion- 
ed places with gabled roofs and 
sprawling grounds that remain from 
the Raj, The grounds and the hotel 
corridors were spilling over with 
youthful enthusiasts, many of whom 
Seemed not to recognize Zaheer Abbas 
who sat in the lobby talking to for- 
mer Test cricketer, Vijay Mehra. 
Zaheer looked relaxed and not undu- 
ly perturbed at all by  Testeve 
tension. He said he was excited 
rather than nervous because it would 
be his first Test match in India. "I 
keep wondering what the crowd will 
be like. ГЇЇ tell you one thing, if 
they are sporting and cheer for us 
as well, they will see some of the 
finest cricket ever.” Imran, who was 
being followed around by his usual 
bodyguard of girls, said that he was 
not feeling anything special, but on 
Asif’s face were clearly visible signs 


of tension,- “Of course I'm tense. It's : 


because this is the first series in 
which I have been given the captaincy. 
Al I can say is that the sooner it 
starts the better it is." : 


The West End hotel seemed to 
have become a Separate world—the 
password to which ‘was cricket, If 
you knew the password you belonged 
and were able to share in the ex- 
traordinary camaraderie and warmth 
that held the world together. Women, 
I quickly discovered, were not accept- 
ed, except іп terms of extra-curri- 
cular activity, or on the fringes ar 
groupies. For me there were many 
explanations to be made—what was I 
doing in Bangalore, what did I know 
about cricket, what possible kind of 
story could I be doing? The more 
explanations I made the more dubious 
glances I got. i 


G. Sharma 


On the evening before the Test 
while the. two teams met separately 


to discuss strategies and  pre-Test 
problems over dinner, the cricket 
correspondents, from India and Pakis- 
tan, met in the hotel bar to discuss 
former series and old times. They 


. admitted that the current series had 


generated mouch - more excitement 
than almost апу other in recent 
history. "It's like what it was when 
England used to play Australia in the. 
old days," said. Dicky Rutnagur, a 
veteran of many Tests. I told him. 
that I was quite keen to spend some 
time in the dressing room with the 
players to pick up reactions and that 


kind of thing, only to find yet 
another place, along with the team 
bus, in which women were not 
allowed. 


“My dear,” Dicky said, as if ex- 
plaining to a child who has yet to 
learn the rules, “there is no ques- 
tion about a woman being allowed 
into a dressing room. In all these 
years there have been only two 
occasions when I have seen a woman 
in the dressing room, once in Bom- 
bay when a poor bloke had a stroke 
and was brought into the dressing 


‘room. Не, in fact, died, so his wife 


was allowed in, The other time was 
when Nottingham: had a woman 
physiotherapist and even she only 
managed to get into the dressin 
room at Lords. because the team sai 
they wouldn't go without her". х 

Women, І found the next morning, 
were a rarity in the Press enclosure 
as well, and if I caused a few eye- 
brows to shoot skywards, there was 
a minor tremor on the second day 
when a sexy little number in tightly 
draped sari appeared in.the enclosure 
without notebook or Press pass and 
apparently with cricketers rather than 
cricket on her mind, 
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HE niorning of November 
21 was an answer to the 
prayers of the approxi- 
mately 50,000 people who 

: Had taken leave, reported 
Sick, bunked school and gone through 
God knows what else to see the 
beginning of the Test. After four 
days of rain, there were almost clear 
skies and dry weather. 

The players were in the field 
practising for over an hour before 
the match was due to begin, and the 
already packed stadium roared app- 
roval every time one of the stars did 
his bit, The excitement was contagi- 
ous, and by the time Asif Iqbal and 
Sunil Gavaskar began, their walk to 
the middle of the field for the toss, it 
was as if nothing else in the world 
was as important as the result, 
Zaheer need not have worried at all 
about the crowds sporting spirit. 
they were so enthusiastic about the 
Pakistanis that I began to wond^r 
which side they were in fact on. A 
large proportion seemed to have put 
national considerations aside and 
opted for the favourite team which 
was clearly Pakistan. Mainly because 
in terms of stars they were way 
ahead, with Gavaskar and Kapil Dey 
being hardly any competition at all 
for Zaheer, Asif, Imran and Javed 
Miandad who, according to one con- 
sensus in the ladies” toilet, was the 
most popular. А Ў 

For my part, as а non-follower of 
cricket, I kept trying to analyse what 
it was about the game that made so 
many people in the world firmly 
believe that there was no better way 
to spend five whole days of one's 
lite, Failing to find an answer, I 
asked a hardened cricket correspon- 
dent, who said, “Well, they've stopp- 
ed throwing Christians to the lions 
so, there has to be some other kind 
of mass entertainment". А cynical 
simile, but a good one. б 

Most of the cricketers said later 
that it was only inexperienced: players 
who got really nervous, but Javed 
Miandad admitted that when he play- 
ed in Australia it sem a shiver 
down his spine, because the crowd was 
so vocal and so aggressively one-sid- 
ed. “Imagine a crowd of over 70,000 
people shouting , ‘Kill, Lillee, kill." 
Gavaskar said that when they had 
been in Pakistan last year they had 
also faced a one-sided crowd, “Where. 
as look at the crowd here, they seem 
to us to be cheering more for the 
Pakistanis than for us". 


The Pakistanis seemed to appreciate 
the support, and not once did they 
tefuse to sign the hundreds of auto- 
graph books that were constantly be- 
ing thrust under their noses. Although 
Imran Khan was put off now and then 
and said he had shortened his signa- 
ture to just Imran, The college girls 
who swarmed around him did m 
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seem to mind, “Because he is so hand- 
some," they said, “and of course be- 
cause he's a good bowler". A Pakistani 
correspondent said that they 
had consciously buik Imran up when 
they covered the matches last year. 
"Imran is a phenomena for the sub- 
continent. He is tall, fair, good- 
looking and he's a fast bowler. India 
hasn't seen a fast bowler since 1932," 
he said. 

The Indian team was, naturally, not 
attracting as much attention but, 
according to Gavaskar, nobody minds. 
After all this was the first Pakistani 
team here in nearly 20 уеаїѕ, The 
Indian team did not get this kind of 
attention in Pakistan last year; there 
ware no hero-worshipping girls, main- 
ly because there were ‘no visible 
girls at all. “L remember-at parties, 
like this (the Pakistani ambassador 
was hosting a dinner) Bishen would 
always begin, ‘Ladies and репйетеп’. 
He stopped doing it after a while 
because there were never any ladies.” 

Socially, Bangalore had little to 
offer, compared to the  'Grab-a- 
cricketer' approach that is currently 
to be seen in Delhi, Nevertheless, 
there have been the occasional forays 
into discotheques with, such exotic 
names as 'Peacock' and Topkapi' and 
the teams have been kept on their 
toes by the cricket . groupies that 
have become part of the fixtures at 
the West End- hotel. 

The game did begin, the cricket 
groupies continued to haunt the West 


N° one of the 50,000 spectators at 

Cubbon Park seemed to mind 
that the First Test ended in a draw. 
They certainly didn't have much to 
complain about, even though practi- 
cally a whole day was lost to rain. 
They saw the Pakistanis build up a 
huge total despite the early loss of 
Majid Khan and then saw India come 
perilously close to matching their 
opponents’ ‘score before the tail fold- 
ed up 15 runs. short of the target, 
When the.tourists went in to bat once 
again on the final day, the spectators 
entered into the spirit of things and 
treated the proceedings like festival 
cricket, urging Gavaskar to allow 
Vishwanath to bowl and then implor- 
ing him to take a shy at the wickets 
himself. Gavaskar sportingly oblig- 
ed in both respects but prankster 
Javed Miandad had other ideas. When 
the crowd bayed for Gavaskar in the 
dying minutes, he shook his head in 
disagreement and pointed to Kirmani 
instead. 

Miandad, who mixes his brilliant 
strokeplay with natural showmanship, 
proved beyond doubt that he js the 
live wire of the Pakistani team, In 
his first innings, he was rapped on the 
pads by a delivery from: Shiv Lal 
Yadav and the crowd appealed lusti- 
ly for lbw. Without a moments 
hesitation he took a few steps towards 
the pavilion, in jocular response to 
their shout. Later, when he miscued 
a shot off Binny, he stuck out his 
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End, increasing daily as the match 
drew to a close, and cricket fever 
remained unabated. The morning of 
November 24 began with the arrival 
of SUNDAY which had the effect of 
a minor bomb shell among the 
Pakistanis and made me realize that 
India and Pakistan are separate - 
My story on “Night cricket for the 
Pakistanis” caused many of them to 
tell me that stories like this were 
often misunderstood in Pakistan, 
and as a cricket correspondent 
added that the last time the team 
had done badly in England, report: 
of carousing had reached the home- 
land, and some people had demand- 
ed stern action against the players. 
I would like to clarify here that thc 
emphasis of my story was meant to 
be not on their womanizing so much 
as on Delhi women’s ‘Pakistan cri- 
cketerizing’. In fact, to set any 
lurking doubts at rest, I would like 
to add that what is particularly im- 
pressive about tke team is their pro- 
fessionalism. 


I spent the third day of the Test 
sitting with the Indian players, the. 
only other non-player in the  enclo- 
sure being Mehmood, the filmstar. 
There was virtually no conversation 
or comments of any kind till Gavas- 
kar got out for 88 towards the end 
of the day, when there was a sudden 
buzz of nervous conversation and a 
deepening of tension. Applause for 


etween the overs 


the umpire looking at him. Не in- 
stantly looked contrite and made a 
sign of apology, while his fans 
screamed for more. On the last day. 
when he was at the crease once more 
in Pakistan’s second innings and the 
crowd jeered him because of his 
slowness, his reaction was to hold out 
his bat to a section of the stands and 
ask them if they could do better, On 
one occasion, when a stray balloon 
drifted onto the field during a dull 
period of the Indian innings, he chas- 
ed it and placed his white cap on top 


of it. But despite his best efforts, the ` 


balloon refused to stay still and he 
had to burst it and replace the cap on 
his head while umpire Gothoskar 
tried unsuccessfully not to grin. In- 
cidentally, it seem that his favourite 
T-shirt for warming up is one with 
a typical Packer slogan emblazoned 
on it — "I'm into cricket, balls an' 
all." 

That there is nothing more en- 
thralling than a duel of talent 
between a fast bowler and a batsman 
was borne out in this Test. The 
crowd sat as if spellbound while one. 
time Packer’ speedster Imran Khan, 
who was used in short spells by his 
captain, pitted his skills against those 
of diminutive Indan skipper Sunil 
Gavaskar, The latter was reading his 
adversary perfectly and did pot seem 
at all intimidated either by his pace 
or the way he was swinging the ball. 
It did look as though Sunil had a life 
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the Indians was thankfully louder 
than it had been for the Pakistani 
batsmen despite the fact that а por- . 
tion of the local Muslim population 
had decided to be distressingly reli- 
gious in their support. The peop! 
that have been most embarrassed by 
this kind of religious rather than 
genuine support, are the Pakistani 
players themselves and they were 
often heard telling their fans off. 

The fourth day of the match was 
distinguished more for being Imran’s 
birthday than for any other reason 
since there was hardly any cricket. 
thanks to bad weather. Imran re- 
ceived hundreds of telegrams, hun- 
dreds of cards, several cakes and seve- 
ral bouquets of red roses, personally © 
brought by several female fans, But 
he did not get what he most wanted : 
five wickets faster than any other 
bowler in the history of Pakistani 
cricket. : 

I write this as the last day's play 
comes to an end with Zaheer and 
Miandad batting and the crowd yell- 
ing for Gavaskar to bowl. From the 
excited shouting and cheering, it 
appears that they do not seem to 
mind the match being a draw. . To- 
morrow, Bangalore can go back to 
thinking about things other than 
cricket : riots in Hyderabad, elec- 
tions in January or whatever. At the 
moment, with only about an hour of © 
play left it is still difficult to believe 
that this cricket field can stop being 
the hub of this city so soon, orever. _ 


made was his last when he played 
forward to Abdul Qadir and gavo 
Javed Miandad a catch. 

The Indian middle order rose to 
the occasion of trying to overhaul the 
Pakistani total magnificently but the 
last four wickets fell for the addition 
of only six runs. Yashpal Sharma, 
who was among the runs consistently 
against the Australians — except at 
Kanpur — played yet another valu- 
able innings, TY: А 

Roger Віппу made an impressive 
Test debut on his home ground, 
theered all the way by the crowds. 
Although he had no luck with the 
all he made adequate amends with 
his battmg. From the very first ball 
he faced, he was sighting the ball 
well and his second scoring stroke 
was a boundary off medium pacer 
Ehteshamuddin. He would have had 
a six to his credit as well but a 
powerful shot off Wasim Raja landed 
barely a yard inside the boundary 
line. It did not take him long to start 
stroking freely although eventually it 
was Imran who lured him into indes- 
cretion. He bowled a bouncer with 
the new ball to the Bangalore all. 
rounder, who got quickly into position 
and hooked the ball to the boundary. 
But it was the very next ball, an 
identical delivery, that had Binny 
mistiming another hook to be caught 
by Ehtesham. His was a sound innings 
in every reSpect and it was a grea 
pity that lie should fail by only fa 
E mt tee pem 

udging by the First Test, it 
we are in thralling se 
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INETY .per cent of this 
country is sane, and it is 
this ‘silent majority’ of 
Hindus and Muslims and 
Christians and Sikhs and 
. Others which constitutes the great 
Strength of our society. Ten per 
cent is parangidly communal or 
oppressive, and that poses the 
greatest threat to the liberalism 
of our society, and to the unity of 
опг country, i 
The price for the history of the 
1940s has not been fully paid, and 
perhaps it will be a long time, and 
another generation will have to be 
born.and die before this cancer of 
the heart which has already taken 
Such a dramatic toll can be con- 
trolled and operated out of the 
body politic The RSS and the 
Jamaat-e-Islami cannot be the 
doctors to do this. The RSS chief 
Guru Golwalkar has publicly stal- 
ed his desire to subjugate the 
‘minorities in his Bunch of 
Thoughts. Nor is the RSS in a 
position to repudiate Golwalkar, 
even for cosmetic purposes, even 
as part of a grand strategy towards 
achieving “power in ten years”, as 
“its indoctrinated cadre will reyolt 
against any display of weakness— 
after all, their strength lies in 
their fanaticism, and for the con- 
vinced and dedicated, revisionism 
cannot be the answer to any 
challenge, Indeed, the RSS prides 
itself on the challenges it has faced 
and survived. The revisionism 
which the RSS leadership indulged 
in during the Emergency, by app- 
ealing to Mrs Gandhi for mercy 


wrote the letters to Mrs Gandhi) 
Es become a source of embarrass. 
| ‘ment which the RSS people try 
jand avoid discussing these days. 
But the biggest impetus to the 
. RSS comes not from the adversity 
faced during Government crack- 
downs; its source of growth lies in 
one source of its birth: Muslim 
communalism. It is true that 
uslim communalism does not 
have the strength or the organisa- 
tion of Hindu communalism; it 
does not have the brazen Spokes- 
men of the RSS calibre; it does not 
have the power and the structure 
which the RSS has constructed 
particularly since March 1977; and 
its ‘venomous power is not as 
channelised or as effective, But 
the absence of these traits does 
not make it harmless. Not merely . 
do Muslim communalists endanger 
3: : themselves by their activities, but 
` [ they 174 an awful stench to a 
-community already sinking in the 
| тіге of.much greater problems. 


(it was Balasaheb Deoras who. 


. Of conduct should h ye 


By M. J. AKBAR 


that of poverty and ignorance. And 
this, in Е fuels baseless myths 
and sometimes legitimate fears on 
the part of the majority. After 
all, under the surface of Hindu- 
Muslim relationships there is al- 
ways a keg of powder; it requires 
only onc person's mischief to light it, 
S all the world and its meanest 
uncle knows, there is a cricket 
series going on between India and 


Pakistan at the moment. Despite ' 


al the apparent and the sincere 
bonhomie, all the applause and the 
genuinely warm affection that pro- 
mises to make this one of the best 
tamashas ever, there is an underly- 
ing tension, a dark, brooding 
tension which no one will admit to 
because it is so embarrassing, and 
could be so potentially destructive. 
And that is communalism. The 
problem might not have been so 
serious were-elections not around 
the corner; but now there will be 
many people waiting to exploit 
this subterranean tension in order 
to achieve electoral gains. We 
have already seen how the, Con- 
gress (I) has tried to use the 
seizure of the Holy Kaaba to wean 
Calcutta’s Muslims towards its 


side: hopefully, the condemnation 


of this by the Congress (I) high 


command will dampen such enthu. ` 


siasms within its rank and file. 
But a greater danger lies in the 
cricket: ‘ particularly now that the 
transistor radio has made cricket 
a national frenzy. ' 

.Some Muslims themselves will 
give enough cause for resentment. 
Disturbing reports have already 
reached us of a number of Muslims 
loudly rooting for Pakistan in the 
Bangalore Test in an obnoxious 
display of communalism, Bangalore 
has Just undergone а .communal 
riot in which, according io Mr 


К Khushwant Singh in New Delhi, 


‘The facts clearly made out agg- 
ression on the part of Hindu 
militants to gain political capital 
for the forthcoming election. 
Muslims who had used a plot of 
land as an Idgah for centuries 
wanted to build a college on it. 
This was challenged in court by a 
local Hindu politician. The court 
upheld the Muslim o nership. 
Frustrated by the judicial verdict 
this politician character organised 
Dd cud goondas to disrupt the 
-uZ20ha prayers — ivi 
herd of swine into рк а 
tion. For once I fe 
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The need to stop Muslim. 
communalism 


shed in the traditional way: 
blackening the faces of the mis- 
creants and parading them around 
the country” 


But whatever the provocation, 
counter communalism is not the 
answer. This sort of thing only 
tends to lend credence to RSS accu- 
sation that the loyalty of the Indian 
Muslim cannot be trusted. The 
truth is that just as the RSS re- 
presents a small, albeit very vocal 
and dangerous, percentage of 
Hindu opinion, the Muslim com- 
munalist is also only to be found 
On the fringe of the community. 
And it must be up to the Muslims 
themselves to keep extremists in 
check. 

We are passing through uncer- 
tain times, when intemperate 
wolves are on the prowl, when 
decency and sanity are under 
attack. The leaders, having failed 
to provide food, and having few 
remedies to alleviate hunger, are 
turning to social issues to take 
them back to their corrupt and 
heartless capital cities that control 
the country. What an irony! 1n 
a country where 48'per cent is 
living below the poverty line, and 
more are sinking under that thin 
dividing line every day, social wars 
rather than class wars will probab. 
ly determine the fate of the next 
lot of leaders, 

Nobody likes to write about 
these truths: it is somehow con- 
sidered "not done" to cali com- 
munal people communal And 
when Muslims display unpalatable 
traits, as they often do, they must 
be censured as much as anyone 
else—mollycoddling will not serve. 
In this particular instance, it is 
not a question of somebody sup- 
Porting the Pakistan side or not. 
they are a fine cricketing team, 
and marvellous human beings. And 


thousands genuinely want them to- 


display their exceptional talents. 
But it is when support for them 
15 not given on the grounds of 
their abilities, but as a sign of 
anti-Indianism that one must draw 
the line. There are many Tests 
ahead, and maybe the least im- 
portant of the tests will be the 
battle of wits and skills between 
the players, The larger test will 
be for our society. The handful of 
Muslims who are trying to make 


this a communal battle, are ап. 


social criminals 


It is time for the sane 90 per 


cent, who form the true India, to 
Stand up and get vocal. Battles are 


1 not won by silence — or by look- 
_ ing the other way. 


| 
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The conspiracy against 
Krishan Kant 


THE RSS issue 

which the. Janata = ! 

leaders have been уту 

so vehemently рго- uh 

claiming a dead o Tommit io men- ч 1 жс 
оет Sems O крет: е] трен er ur 

А е таіп is- a mr Oe at ene Jar at poat, сз m € 

senting point in the AM v Sc @ffering fma moo Arto tio (2o t9 Bid 
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5 fresh proof that the ‘wonder of nedicines at 2618 ed 1 wae oleo owt t P. QT. 

RSS issue is proving unpalatable to т attested таун гару Duerteast for 2 daze, but of o 

= . large sections of the Janata. In 

Chandigarh, for example, bitter in- 

fighting has broken out between the 
pro and anti-RSS factions of the Jocal 

_ Janata Party. Я 
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In a letter to the Janata Party 
president, Chandra Shekhar, the pre- 
sident of the Chandigarh Janata 
Party has stated : “You must have 
seen reports in the newspapers about 
the so called Janata workers meeting 
where a resolution was adopted tak- 
. ing ‘Strong exception’ to the nomina- 
tien of Shri Kishan Kant from the 
Chandigarh constituency asking the 
High Command to change it ‘before 
it is too late’. If it is not changed 
they wil put up Shri Ram Swaroop 
А against the Party candidate. 
- The fact is that the nomination of 
Shri Krishan Kant, as the Janata 
| Party candidate from Chandigarh by 
the Central Parliamentary Board has 
been generally welcomed by: the 
| people of Chandigarh... Nevertheless, 
_ A disgruntled section of the erst- 
while Jana Sangh local 
as 
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i from the Chandigarh seat. It is the 
P; a same section which has been carry- 
ing on avilfication campaign against 
Shri Krishan Kant among the people 
of Chandigarh and organising de- 
monstration», whispering campaigns, 
meetings, Press publicity, public 
Statements and Letters to the Edi- 
tor One of the highlights of the 
campaign was the ugly demonstration 
. against Shri Krishan Kant even on 
the occassion of the anti-Betrayal Day 
rally as early as August this year, in 
the presence of Shri Atal Behari -= 4 
Ұајрауее ... EU 
| "Dismaycd by the enthusiastic — Photostat coviesof the letters written 
response that the Janata Party and by Prem Sagar Jain А 
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its candidate is getting from the 
peaple of Chandigarh and frustrateq 
by the denial of the Janata Party 
ticket to the ambitious leader of the 
erstwhile Jana Sangh, this section of 
the so called local leadership called 
a meeting of professedly Janata 
Party members, but in reality a sec. 
tion of the RSS-Jana Sangh elements 
on Sunday, November il, 1979 and 
threatened the Central leadership 
with the declaration of the candida. 
ture of Shri Ram Swaroop Sharma, 
who was president of the erstwhile 
Jana Sangh and presently general 
secretary of the local Janata unit, 
The meeting was unauthorised and 
by no stretch of imagination could 
be described as a Janata Party work. 
ers’ meeting... In the efforts to defy 


the Party decision the local former 


Јава Sangh elements are being еп. 
couraged by some national leaders of 
the erstwhile Jana Sangh as well as 
leaders from Punjab and Haryana...” 
Angered at this posture adopted by 
the RSS elements the local Yuva 
Janata has started distributing  pho- 
tostat copies of letters written by 
certains members of the RSS group 
during the Emergency to the Govern- 
ment authorities begging for mercy. 
One of them, written by Prem Sagar 
Jain, an ex-president of the local 
Jana Sangh unit reads : “I am a de- 
tenu here under MISA for the last 
ome year in sub jail Chandigarh. At 
present I am an ordinary member of 
the Jana Sangh, but three years back 
Ї was president of the local unit. 
"As already stated in many memo- 
randums, I fully agree with the 20 
point programme of our Prime Minis- 


ter and after seeing its implementa- — 


tion I honestly feel that this 


Programme has done a lot for the | 


poor, backward classes and down- 
trodden people. (The) morale of the. 
nation has become high and there 


a sense of discipline in every - 


sphere of life. (The) economy of the 


coumtry is on a strong footing where — . 


E 


agricultural production, industrial 


production has increased manyfold.l 
don't think there is anything more —— 


which our Party wants to do. The urge 


of the Party has been fulfilled bythe _ 


policies of our Prime Minister. There 
Should be no place for sectarian and 
communal politics... I have been 


suffering from knee arthritis, I was | 


Sent to the PGI by jail authorities. 
But after 20 days treatment no relief 
was felt. I am а patient of acute 


bleeding piles... In view of the above — | 


facts I have decided not to take part 


in any political activity in the future. | 


So I retire from politics. Kindly 


consider my case of release sympa _ 


thetically. I assure you that I will 
abide by the conditions if any impos- 
ed my me." : 


The Janata Party leadership and. N 
the local Yuva Janata unit have, fe 
however, decided to support Krishan 


Kant Fe 


UDAYAN SHARMA 


Mr. 
prist 
‘inte: 


Maharashtra 


Hema cuts 
short 


Palkhivala 


UDGING by the large crowds — 

around 75,000 strong — and the 
fact that they did not have to hire 
crowds and lorries, the  Natiemal 
Party’s first public meeting rivalied 
the maiden election meetings of the 
Janata and Congress (I). The crowds 
thronged Bombay’s Shivaji Park to 
see their favourie stars in person. 
Mr Nani Palkhivala, who is accus- 
tomed to making long-winded 
speeches on the lawns of the cricket 
club, had to cut short his speech to 
give way to Hema Malini to propose 
the vote of thanks. The misconcep- 
tion thus continues in the popular 
mind which equates the 
Party with a group of glamorous 
filmstars rather than a hitherto 
apolitical group ‘forming an alterna- 
tive to the corrupt politician’ as Mr 
Palkhivala described it, 

The National Party, in September, 
had grandly announced that it would 
contest 500 seats in the Lok Sabha 
elections. But Dev Anand was not so 
optimistic when this reporter con- 
tacted him at his special Party office 
at the Sun’n Sand. He had earlier, 
at the rally, announced: "Whether 
the men we back are five or 15 they 


would be men of character and inte- 


grity”. Не told this reporter, “Any- 
one who is brilliant, a professional, 
and not a seeker of power we will 
back”. And how many such brilliant 
professional non-seekers of powe 
were the National Party planning to 
back? "Well, we have Mr Upendra 
Trivedi contesting from Gujarat, and 
we will possibly back Mr Nani Palkhi- 
vala if he is willing". Who else? 
"There are three people from Delhi, 
we are having negotiations with 
them... I can’t divulge their names 
just yet but they aren't professional 
politicians and they certainly aren't 
ülmstars". The rumour is that one 
of these could be Justice V. M. 
Tarkunde, the civil rights lawyer. 
With all the ballyhoo in September 
about the National Party being the 
‘third alternative’, after the Congress 
(I) and the Janata, it has. finalised 
just one candidate for the elections, 
possibly the only person yet who has 
met its stringent demands on the 
sort of people it wants to back. With 
the sort of line they were trying to 
hand out, that of a fresh alternative 
to the octogenarians that are in the 
fray, they have yet to get rid of 
either the showbiz image of the Party, 
or the capitalism that their right- 
wing laissez-faire draft manifesto 
propagates, They have joined with 
Mr Ramakrishna Bajaj's group com- 
prising traders, industrialists and 
‘intellectuals’, and are trying to 
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justify their alignment with these 
People and the common man by 5ау- 
ing as Mr Anand has in a recent 
statement, that "though we are big- 
budget filmmakers we know what the 
common man is thinking. Don't for- 
Hm we make films for him every 

Dev Anand has gone on record as 
having said that almost all the 
Parties have offered them seats, “as 
if to say that all that we want is to 
get Into Parliament. They don't re- 
alise the higher purpose of forming 
the National Party: that of eliminat- 
ing the people who have feathered 
their nests for 30 years at the ex 
pense of the common man. These 
are the people who we have to throw 
out, by getting the National Party in 
power", However, he told me that 
we have not completely ruled out 
the Possibility of having understand- 
ings with the established Parties. or 
established politicians. As things 


pu: — -—- X 
Will Kanti contest — . 
from Begusarai? — - 


ı Kanti, Desai contest the 
Lok Sabha elections from 
Begusarai? According. to some 
Janata leaders in Bihar, Kanti 
may get the Janata ticket to con- 
test from this constituency. And, 
apparently, there is some basis to 
this, Maheshwar Prasad Singh, 
organising secretary of the State 
Janata Party and a close lieuten- 
ant of Satyendra Narain Sinha, 
chief of the Janata Party in 
Bihar, has sent a letter to Kanti 
saying that the people of Begu- 
sarai want him to contest from 
this constituency. He also sent 
duplicate copies of this letter to 
Jagjivan Ram and Chandra She- 
khar. According to a Janata 
MLA from Bihar and а confidant 
of Maheshwar Singh, Mr Jagjivan 
Ram, on receiving the letter, ` 
started pursuing the matter from 
Delhi and advanced Kanti’s name 
as a possible candidate from - 
Begusara] and even mentioned it 
to Chandra Shekhar. The Janata 
leaders in Bihar, who had so far . 
not been taking the matter seri- 
` ously, suddenly decided to do so. 
Some other Janata leaders at the | 
Centre also sent directives to the 
Bihar Janata leaders to treat the 
matter: seriously. The bhumihars 
in Begusarai were quite happy at 
this development since they  con- 
sider Morarji Desai to be a bhu- 
mihar. At a controversial meet- 
ing held. in the last week of 
"November to decide the candida- 
tes for the elections, the issue of 
Kanti contesting the elections 
from Bihar had come up. But as 
no decision was reached, the 
proceedings of the meeting were 
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stand today we are trying to get ‘good 
people and we will make a cr COD. 


though the Party has for two 
months, and Im working on two 
fronts—getting members enrolled and 
getting candidates”. 

The National Party has 15,000 
members in Bombay alone (the mem- 
bership fee being Ke 1) according to 
Mr Anand but this is a pitifully small 
figure if ome remembers Mr G. P. 
Sippy’s statement that within two 
weeks of the establishment of the 
Party they were expecting to get one 
‘million people enrolled. Will the 
dream merchants, be able to make 
their own dreams come true? 


ASHISH RAJADHYAKSHA 


forwarded to the central rlia- 
mennan board of the finata | 
Maheshwar Prasad Singh is 


believed to be very close to Mo- 
rarji Desai. Au incident En 


ow this ppened. 

S had gone on a visit to 

wari Sinha. At di е day 
а common friend of Tara 


keshwari and Morarji Desai was 
present, Tarakeshwari - Sinha _ 
started criticising Morarji. This 
angered Maheshwar Sinha, wh 
left his food, packed his ats n 
ES 


left. This common 3 frie ; 
was present, reported the matter 
to Mr Desai who was pleased v E 
Maheshwar Singh. Sin the 
two have been very close. After 
Ram Sundar Das became the ~ 
Chief Minister of Bihar, Mahesh. | 
war Singh, . on the basis of, his > 
relationship with ^ Morarji Desai, 
started flexing his muscles and 
tried to dominate both Ram Sun- 
dar Das and 5. N. Sinha. When 
Karpoori Thakur was the Chief 
Minister, Maheshwar ‘Singh was 
act, he 


nis most Roca critic. In 

me into prominence w 

ens sing Statements ent 2 
rpoori. It | 

Maheshwar Si ARN 

appointed as 

ihar Water De 

ration. Whether — 

from Begusarai or not, 

war Prasad Singh is 

Gaining in the bargain, _ 
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tions. So much so. Chandra, popularly called “bari 
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Sanjay is to Mrs. Gandhi and Suren- 
der Singh is to his father Bansi Lal. 
Though Surinder Singh was among 
the few Congress candidates to win 
a seat in the 1978 Assembly elections 
in Haryana, his activities have been 
a constant source of embarrassment 
to Bansi Lal. 

Jagiivan Ram's son Suresh,.of the 
Suresh-Sushma scandal fame, is an 
MLA in Bihar. He is known to be 
Babuii's most efficient negotiator and 
is responsible for all arrangements 
made for meetings between Babuji 
and most other leaders. He had 
earlier been offered a Rajya Sabha 
seat but refused it. Suresh was the 
man behind Babuji and the Shahi 
Imam getting together at a recent 
“dinner” because of his good rela- 
tions with the Imam. Babuji listens 
to his soms views. Suresh's wife, 
Kamaljit Kaur, who sued him for 
divorce following the Suresh-Sushma 
affair, is now a Lok Dal ticket-seeker, 
perhaps anxious to wreak vengeance 
on her husband and father-in-law. 
Mrs. Kaur has in fact, contested 
against Suresh in an earlier election. 

Kamala  Bahuguna, wife of Hem 
vati Nandan Bahuguna, is an example 
of how powerful the hand of a wife 
can be. Mrs. Bahuguna, who was 
herself an MP from Phulpur (UP) 
in the dissolved Lok Sabha, was 
responsible for bringing her hus- 
band and Mrs. Gandhi together on 
various occasions due to her personal 
equations with Mrs. Gandhi. So 
efficient is she in organising election 
campaigns and such is her popularity, 
it was even said she would defeat 
her husband if she contested against 
him in Allahabad. К 

Similarly, among Charan Singh's 
advisers, the most trusted and in- 
(fluential is Gayatri- Devi, his wife, 
popularly known in the Lok Dal 
fraternity as “Mataji”. She is said 
to have persuaded her. husband to 
take a number of politically crucial 
decisions, including leaving the Con- 
gress to form the SVD in 1967 
a gamble that paid off and many o 
the Chaudhury's decisions when he 
was the Home Minister. She is also 
said to have objected to Mr. Raj 
Narain’s frequent visits to the Chau- 
dhury’s house and even told him 
not to come too often. . 

There are countless other cases, of 
well-known and not so-wellknown 
politicians sharing common. lineage. 
Abida Begum, widow of Fakhruddin 
Ali Ahmed is a Congress (1) ticket- 
seeker in the coming Lok Sabha elec- 


tions, Sheikh Abdullah and Begum 


Abdullah, Kashmir’s most powerful 
politicians, have а son, Dr. Farooq 
Abdullah, who was educated abroad, 
and is being discussed as Kash: 
mir's next Chief 
njay Prasad, son of the Late Presi- 
dent Rajendra Prasad, who was 
previously in the Congress (0), won 
on the Janata ticket from Bihar in 
the 1977 Lok Sabha, elections. “He 
is a very austere person, talks very 
little and is often seen in the Central 
‘Hall of Parliament sitting quietly by 
himself, The ‘76-year-old Maniben 
Patel, daughter of the late Vallabhai 
Patel, was elected on the Janata 
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ticket to the last Lok Sabha from Meh- 
sana in Gujarat. Rasheeda Haque 
Chaudhury, wife of the former fn- 
dustries Minister, Moinul Haque Chou- 
dhury, had won оп the Congress 
ticket in-the 1977 ° Lok Sabha elec 


tions from Silchar in Assam. 
Harkishen Shastri, son of the 
late Lal Bahadur Shastri, is 


likely to contest the coming elec- 
tions but is not sure which Party 
to join. The late Zakir Hussain‘s 
son-in-law, Khurshid Khan, is a well- 
known supporter of Sanjay in the 
Congress (I). Sumitra Kulkarni, 
grand daughter of Mahatma Gandhi, 
is a member of the Rajya Sabha. In 
Tamil Nadu, the former Chief Minis- 
ter Karunanidhi’s son, Muthu, is in 
acting, and per se, in politics. Muthu 
is married to a harijan, and his 
father carefully quoted this fact re- 
peatedly in his public speeches. 
Muthu fell out with his father and 
at one point, Karunanidhi, blammg 
"MGR for leading his son astray, had 
to call in the police when his son 
arrived in a drunken state at home. 

In West Bengal, two of the most 
respected leaders are brothers—Ajoy 
and  Bishwanath Mukherjee. Ajoy 
Mukherjee was a former Chief Mini- 
ster, and his brother is in the CPI. 
Bishwanath Mukherjee, who, except 
for the last Assembly election; had 
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never succeeded in winning had 
even stood against his brother onc2 
in 1962. His wife, Gita, will be stan- 
ding as the CPI candidate from Pan- 
skura, having got опе of the three 
seats given to the CPI after the Party 
came to an electoral understanding 
with the Left Front. Siddhartha and 
Maya Ray, who were with Mrs Gan- 
dhi during the Emergency, when Mr 
Ray ‘was the Chief Minister of West 
Bengal, are mow in the Congress, 
having fallen out with Sanjay, who 
opposed Mr Ray. Kamaraj's nearest 
relation, his nephew, Ashai Thampi, 
was the only DMK candidate to have 
got elected in 1977. He had defeated - 
K. Manoharan, now Tamil Nadu’s 
Finance Minister. The President of 
India, Sanjeeva Reddy is the brother 
in-law of the great communist leader, 
Nagi Reddy. Mohan Kumaramanga- 
lam, the former Congress Minister 
who died in a plane crash, was the 
son of Dr Subbaroyen, the former 
Central Minister from the then Mad- 
ras State in Nehru's Cabinet. The ~ 
son of C. Keshavan, former CM of 
Kerala, K. Balakrishnan was in the 
RSP, and in fact, was jailed when 
his own father was in power. The 
family, however, remained intact. 
The list is endless. 


NIRMAL MITRA 


Nath’s © 


sational extract from the 
t Days of the Morarji Raj, 
he skeletons tumbling 


st in SUNDAY. 


book it with your nearest 


LER ML ADAM DER NEN ti edere رنج‎ Wee DUM TIE 


cà uot SD TUA 


Digitized by Sarayu Foundation Trust, Delhi and eGangotri 


} x ^ 
a ^ H 
A +e 5 i 
. i^ Ve 
7 د‎ Д 5 
ә > At 
* bi * 
5 d s 
Á ? 
„ 
ЕЈ 
A go $ 
5g 
"^ 1 Я X de 
gon Р 1 
ы м 
2 $ s м 
е = a Ср 5 
z j « 
MA E 5 4; i 
o ý Y 
4 4 ex 
í ж t е 
4 ^ ^ 
& 12> 3 
A 2 2 Ў à `1 , 
etim] 4% 4 / 
A Ж, $ «ta x 
РР м м aT ae 
a bu ar ^ яз дў sv 
x 


ra of ae уз "er 3 


uw EY i 


Great fashionYou can senseit. 


МАРАТА INDUSTRIES NEW SHORROCK MILLS 


۹ 


uu 


Digitized by Sarayu Foundation Trust, Delhi and eGangotri pur T г 


Issues and personalities 


Tamil Nadu 


THOUGH its a 
parliamentary elec 
tion, the focus here 
is on two local 
political bosses who 
hate each other's 
guts: MGR and 
Karunanidhi. “On 
Ayudha pooja day 
MU merchants open 

new accounts—‘“we’re only renewing 
old accounts,’ declared Karunanidhi 
on September 30 while  felicitating 
Mrs Gandhi in Madras. He called 
Mrs Gandhi an “incomparable leader 
of this country". Though  Karuna- 
nidhi justified his Party's alliance 
with Mrs Gandhi as a paramount 
thing in the national interest (“We 
have judged the Janata Government 
for two years. They will never be 
able to provide a stable Govern- 
ment"), his main concern was to 
break the alliance between Mrs 
Gandhi and MGR's AIADMK. Natu- 
rally he didn't grudge allotting 24 out 
of 40 seats (from Tamil Nadu and 
Pondicherry) to the Congress(I) 
whereas the DMK and the influential 
Muslim League will share the others. 
“How could Karunanidhi be so 
magnanimous?" a reader asked 
Cho, the politician-journalist. “To 
defeat MGR, Karunanidhi is even 
prepared to surrender all seats", 
quipped Cho. The last general elec- 
tion returned only one DMK. con- 
testant; surely this time the Parly 
will do better. “People эзет to 
forget that the DMK’s friendship 
with Mrs Gandhi dates back to 1969 
when 24 DMK members of Par- 
liament stood by her," recalls Mura- 
soli Maran, MP. “We made no de- 
mands then; we never asked for 
Cabinet berths and our friendship 
continued till ‘interested’ parties 
started interfering”, he said. "Two 
vears of illwill shouldn't stand in the 
way of our ten-year-long friendship, 
chimed in Karunanidhi, who has al- 
ready asked his Partymen to forget 
the “misdeeds” of Mrs Gandhi: like 
sacking his Government in 1976 and 
setting up the Sarkaria Commission, 
In the meanwhile MGR, often 
accused of slippery politics, has 


allowed the Left Parties, the Congress: 


and the Janata to join the AIADMK- 
led front against Mrs Gandhi. The 
man who used to swear by Mrs 
Gandhi till the other day, now calls 
her a betrayer, a person who. has 
made peace with a corrupt politician 
whom she had thrown out of office 
just three years ago. All of a sudden 
MGR too has discovered the word 
“authoritarianism”. 

DMK leaders did try to get the 
CPI and CPI(M) to join them in an 
alliance, trying to capitalise on their 
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id war, latest battle 


disillusionment with MGR’s “anti- 
policies, despite the presence of Mrs 
alliance. Explained 
Maran: “In 1967 the DMK and the 
Swatantra Party had an alliance to 
fight the Congress; at the same time 
the DMK also had an alliance with 
Г We could work out a 
similar arrangement this time". 
the moment Mrs Gandhi blamed the 
CPI for pressing her to set up the 
Sarkaria Commission, the local CPI 
boss Kalyansundaram lost no time in 
expressing his disgust. 
mitted a memorandum 
DMK Ministry in 1972. 
waited till 1976 to set up the com- 
mission, he wryly observed. Surely 
Mrs Gandhi's remarks prompted the 


Катитатат 000000 i 
CPI to stay out of the DMK as well. 
The CPI and the CPI(M) thought of 
a third alliance for a few weeks. The 


some well-known MPs, 
like C. Subramaniam and R. Ven- 
katram in, the dissolved Parliament) 
and the non-existent 
meanwhile the 
tried to break the AIADMKJanata 
alliance but MGR 

suddenly developed 


local Lok Dal. 


séemed to have 
an affection for 


In the meanwhile Devaraj 
MGR and on October 25 instructed 


the Congress to make | | Ў 
matic alliance, 


d we will have only a 
Urs also said 
gainst his kind of 
le of days later, 

alliance with 
MGR during the Assembly elections 
had turned sour, and which had ac 
of feasting on 
and workers, 


` seat understanding 
that MGR is not a 
land reforms. A coup 


blood of peasants n 
also joined him, forgetting the pre- 
sence of: the Janata in the alliance. 
“After all, the Tamil Nadu Janata 
doesn’t have the Jana Sangh i 


quipped a Party boss, 


cynically “Even if it were ‘so, don’t 
you think authoritarianism is more 
dangerous than communalism?" Once 
the CPI(M) joined the alliance the 
CPI walked in too, and MGR is now 
confronted by all the alliance mem- 
bers, demanding a number of seats. 
The AIADMK is going to contest at 
Jeast 24 seats, the Janata has asked 
for eight and the Congress wants at 
least 10. The Janata leaders argue 
that in the Assembly elections their 
Party polled 16.40 per cent votes 
against AIADMK’s 38.10 per cent, 
'"Congress-CPI's 20.10 per cent and 
DMK’s 24 per cent). The CPI and 
CPI(M) have asked for three seats 
each. 

And there’s Nedumaran’s Tamil 
Nadu (Kamaraj) Congress, a very 
minor Party formed in protest 
against Mrs Gandhi's alliance with 
Karunanidhi, and Kumari Anandan’s 
Gandhi-Kamaraj Congress. Though 
Kumari Anandan is in a mood to go 
it alone, MGR has been trying to ~ 
bring him into the AIADMK-ed 
alliance. Last year, Kumari Anandan 
walked out of the Janata, protesting 
against P. Ramachandran's lack of 
vision. and inefficiency: surely if his 
Party contests against the Janata in 
the southernmost constituencies, the 
Janata will certainly find a challenge. 


The DMK leaders go around saying 
that Mrs Indira Gandhi will not only 
bring stability at the Centre but will 
also help Tamil Nadu achieve more 
in the industrial and agrarian sectors. 
Corruption is a major issue: Karuna- 
nidhi and the Congress (I) leaders 
accuse MGR of allowing his Party- 
men to mint money from hooch 
dealers, liquor smugglers and corrupt 
businessmen. He is also accused of 
neglecting the farmers and letting 
the police after them even without 
much provocation. 

And MGR’s AIADMK, too, harps’ 
on corruption, That the Sarkaria 
Commission had strongly indicted 
Karunanidhi was bad enough and 
now that Mrs Gandhi has committed 
the mistake of aligning with the 
DMK, it ts a unmitigable evil, MGR 
says. Of late he has also been warn- 

ing people against allowing a single 
dynasty, a single queen mother and 
a single prince to, rule the country. 
Even if he himself has a chance to 
rule for more than a decade, he 
would come out and fight against 
himself, asserts MGR. MGR’s alliance 
partner is the Janata Party, and 
Congress (1) leaders say that this 
just proves that MGR, who had 
shown very little concern when 
Muslim minorities suffered during 
communal riots in Pernambet and 
Dharmapuri, does not really care for 
the minorities. ; 

The Christian voters аге also 
warned not to vote for the AIADMK 
led alliance—for secularism seems to 

be the concern only of the Congress(T) 
-and the DMK, References to О. P. 

Tyagi’s Freedom of Religion Bill 

are constantly made in Tirunelveli 

and Kanyakumari where the Christan 
population is quite substantial. 
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Courage of convictions 


er NC. may regard Himmat chief editor is not afraid Puri to that list; but they are 
^ amio an Gandhi as a true to announce his stand and not app- really politicians first and news 
journalist. But that is only be- rehensive of the possible conse- рарегтеп second, if at all Vaj- 
cause a "working journalist” with- quences of such a public. declara- payee, like L. К. Advani, has spent 
in the meaning of the Act has tion. Arun Shourie and Nayantara too long away from the Organizer 
come to mean a professional hack Sahgal, both prominent in the to claim any kind of credible pro- 
who ostentatiously denies convic Espress for their fulminations fessional status. Puri's columns in 
tion while never ceasing to serve against Mrs Gandhi, or for that the Illustrated Weekly of India 
his master of the day through matter, A. G. Noorani who takes a and later in Blitz are already a 
clumsily slanted stories. This is Swipe at her іп any publication distant memory. They were in 
then flaunted as the objectivity that will offer him space, would апу case, a product of the politi- 
that is regarded as essential to the also command the same respect cal euphoria that followed the rout 


reporter’s existence. if they cast off the protectively of the 1977 elections rather than 
The special correspondents and misleading cloak of journalistic valid journalism. 

representatives stationed in New objectivity and cared to emerge in Verghese, Thapar and Nayar 

Delhi by -most of our national their true political colours. can. best be deseribed as maverick 

dailies offer ample evidence of this This applies no less to journalists Janata camp followers. Like Raj- 


parody of impartial coverage. who take advantage of the same mohan Gendhi, they too would be 
Under Mrs Gandhi's last incarna- artificial immunity to support Mrs admired if they came out into the 
tion as Prime Minister there flouri- Gandhi in a manner that suggests open. But the crucial difference 
shed a “kitchen cabinet" of news- Only personal and political loyalty. between them and Gandhi—and 
papermen who faithfully mirrored Two such names for Congress (I) this will probably prevent them 
her views as their own in the р шш Tür ie 13°! from running the risk of hoisting 


columns of Blitz, the Deccan political colours — is that the 
Hérald and the Times of India. Himmat editor has not grown corns 
That coterie may have vanished, from perching. on the fence. 
but you need only read G. K. The need for clarity, for an un- 
Reddy іп the Hindu to guess at ambiguous defining of where 
the Government's future actions. 
Dilip Mukherjee once did it in the 
Times with almost equal sophisti- 
cation, Saeed Naqvi. serves the 
same purpose on the Indian Ех. 
press but far more bluntly. Noth- 
ing could be more blatant, how- 
ever, than Abu Syed’s Curreut 
which makes no pretence whatso- 
ever of concealing a loyalty that 
shifts with the political wind. 
Men like Rajmohan Gandhi are 
rare in this self-seeking and hypo- 
critical circle. His commitment to 
Moral Re-armament may not app- 


people stand, is all the more 
necessary because the industry it- 
self is (possibly always has been) 
surreptitiously playing litics in 
a big way, Jt did so during the 
Emergency, not by open editorial 
criticism which would have been 
unexceptionable, , but by pouring 
money into the Janata kitty, 
clandestinely printing and distri- 
buting Jayaprakash. Narayan's 
speeches and by helping what was 
then the Opposition in various sub- 
stantial ways. However Jaudable 
such underground action might be 


eal to many people. His crusading | AU OE xd їй terms of defending democracy, 
zeal may sometimes seem almost Rgjmohan Gandhi it is not a newspaper's rightful 
boyish in its fervour, But there 7 function. - д жы 

can be no denying that his tickets that are being bandied The Press in India is not an 


Himmat was among the few publi about at the time of writing are insurgency force. Nor should its 
cations in this country (all of those of Vishwabandhu Gupta institutional views and actions be 
them small magazines) courage- (Tej and Sun) and Khnshwant governed by; the private animosity 
ously to challenge the Emergency Singh of New Delhi. Their .advo- that might exist: between a pro- 
dispensation. Believing what he cacy may be perfectly legitimate. prietor and Mrs Gandhi or the no 
writes, his position is not mov- But paeans of praise should not less irrelevant friendship hetween 
able. His attitude to politicians, be inflicted on readers in the guise the owner and Могагјі Desai. Even 
whether in office or opposition, is of non-partisan coverage. That is less germane аге the personal 
determined by a personal code of where the dishonesty lies. Maneka equations between senior journa- 
ethics that may or may not be Gandhi and her Surya India at — lists and individual Mimisters or 
acceptable, but is never inspired least make no bones of their officials, 


by the hope of gain. Bernard Levin loyalty. Neither does K. R. Malkani | But these connexions dominate 
of the Temes (London) and Pere- in Organizer. the collective attitude which is 


grine Worsthorne of the Daily Other journalists who might  furtively expressed only because 
Telegraph are similarly two Fleet be persuaded to creep out the Press lacks the courage of its 
Street men whose views are often of the anonymity of the wood- - convictions. Rajmohan Gandhi. 
resented, but whose integrity 1s work and. declare themselves must again be sa uted for dispens- 
never questioned. at the hustings by the time this ing with such pernicious subter- 
' All the more reason, therefore, is published are B. G. Verghese, fuge. Honesty demands that other 
to welcome Gandhi’s decision to Romesh Thapar and Kuldip Nayar. journalists who share his commit: — 
contest the Lok Sabha polls from Some would add Atal Behari Vaj- ment, no matter on which side E 
Jabalpur on the Janata ticket, The payee, M, L. Sondhi and Rajinder the fence, follow his example. | 
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Calcutta Muslims go 
© nm ra nm A Ф Subrata Mukherjee and Ishret Nazir 
Azad visit the American Consulate to 


present a memorandum, The memo- 


randum states that “the incident of 
Kaaba Baitullah (Holy place at Mecca) 


They damage property, and themselves in which so many innocent Muslims 


including the Imam of Kaaba 
Baitullah were mercilessly killed in- 
side the Holy Place is painful to all 
of us...We highly condemn the Goy- 
ernment of USA for their conspiracy 
into this painful incident and from 
the humanitarian point of view the 
Hindu, Muslim and other castes also 
condemn the Government of USA.” 
Emerging from the American con- 
sulate, Subrata Mukherjee, before a 
handful of bystanders and the police 
says in a loud voice: “Mr Jyoti 
Basu's police have beaten up innocent 
people with lathis and fired tear gas 
shells on them. They have even fired 
bullets, Jyotibabu give us the reasons 
for this police torture and harass- 


Mr Subrata Mukherjee and Ishret 
Nazir Azad complain that at least 200 
ople have been injured in the 
athi-charge. I try to check this 
statement from the police headquart- 
` х Н ers in . Lalbazar but the Calcutta 
; 1.4 Police Commissioner, Mr Sudhanshu 
T LN 22 "4 Sinha, has no idea how many persons 
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- a SMUG RST: : have been arrested. Some people, 
Police action during the demonstration з owever Had Sel Selo На 
RIDAY November 23, 1979. 3.30 Of tear gas shells and when that does buses. . According Eo ЫШ т Monae 
pm. Policemen take up position not cow down the demonstrators, the mad Mohsin Square at about 3.00 pm 
before the American Cosulate on Ho police fire a single round. This i was a peaceful one. The demons: 
Chi Minh Sarani in central Calcutta. bappens. when a police wireless уап ү үс, original plan was to go to 
Tle main gate of the consulate is is attacked at the crossing of Kyd the American consulate on Ho Chi 
locked from inside. Within ten Street and Free School Street, quite Minh Sarani via Dharamtola Street, 
‘minutes the area before the consulate far away from the American COD-' Siddenly the procession changed 
is cordoned off by the police. Some  sulate. The firing takes place before Course. Why it did so was not discos- 
distance away a two-thousand strong a deputy commissioner of Police. еј by those who led the procession, 
rocession of Muslims carrying black Within about 15 minutes the police Eventually the procession reached 
йа s to protest against the invasion аге able to remove the demonstrators the consulate via Free School Street 
of Ets Grand Mosque at Mecca is from the consulate area. This angers through Camac Street and was stopp. 
seen. led by the, Congress (I) leader the demonstrators who retreat in “sd before the consulate. 
Subrata Mukherjee and the Central a disorganised manner. Some move Later on thejsame CET 
Calcutta District Congress (D mino- off towards Mullick Bazar others “ara Mr Subratai Mukherjee on’ the 
rity cell convener, Ishret Nazir Azad. towards Park Street and Kyd Street. a e " Sked i u pee 
About 300 yards away from the ‘Some bf them run to Theatre Road, pone ar vehicles. He said MA 
Ai ОЦЕ ае at the crossing пеаг the Russian consulate. By then ing о В vehicles, Не sa ih at 
ene Street and Ho Chi Minh it is almost dark and the streets are e deb E 
0 атас эїтее h ocession filled with people returning home nothing to do with either the burn- 
. Sarani the police оро e pr th the from offices. То confuse matters ing or the looting. The Chief Minis- 
aCe "^ T ti B su’; ‘Curd American further, there is a power cut. In the ie есы паш. was out of Cal 
CLA. ane.) and ‘America (stop! evil darkness) two trams and а Calcutta cut ta. к (M) leaders, worried about 
imperialem. n Jm e PE. State Transport bus carrying passen. th ша ORE incident, contacted 
designs’. mig us he deat Jimmy zers are set on fire at the crossing of x asu and asked him to rush back. 
ing an effigy о к ont crack. Park Street and Acharya Jagadish The Chief Minister returned late at 
Carter is burnt. SK A “O stuffed Bose Road near Park Circus, Passen: night. and went directly to the 
ers which had per зар: К due gers leave the vehicles in panic and CPI(M)'s Party office on Alimuddin 
n the effigy go off wi etre tin o melee some are seriously hurt. Street, Earlier the senior CPI(M) 
angs. The po ics immed, the pro-. Shops hurriedly pull down their Minister, Mr Krishna ada Ghosh, told 
a lathi-charge 2 EAE the shutters and those who аге mot  newspapermen: oever is trying 
cession, The lathicharg® “ven flee, fast enough have theirs looted. Some to disrupt communal harmony by _ 
procession and some разра nd, бге brigade personnel who arrive on violence and anti-social activities will - 
leaving shoes angis АРЕ from the the spot to put out the fires are be dealt with scwerely." à 
Meanwhile Some Sons wards the beaten up by the violent crowd, . _ Was the intelligence department 
procession try to advan While the mob turns more and Calcutta Police aware of the pl 


consulate gate. The polien rounds more violent and fires rage, Mr the demonstrators? It was only al 
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ItS her year... she deserves a special gift... 


The Gift of Creativity ` 


` The little girl gently putting So many of a child's make- 

. her dolls to bed, tucking them believe games reflect an intense 

carefully under blankets and desire to enter the: bold, brave >. 

с Qu v kissing them goodnight, is playing 

Se cs M every little girl's favourite role of 
“Митту” 


1 
ms, don't tell | 2 
them to stop their foolish games E 
Tihs) ? Encourage their Imagination, 

speeding troc реке boy his. Praise and cherish it. For it will 


Cycle, is a Cowboy on his 


'u 


€ stallion riding the plains, years ahead. 


E 
x i) [13 6 
‘Carona Cares | E 
or j 2 Хош 
$ | Atribute to children somt 
; EA inthe International Year of the Child. рош 
Carona Sahu Co Lid Office: 221, Dadabhoy Naoroji Road, Bombay 400 part 
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Central Calcutta. District Congress (1) 
мг 


by the Congress (I) Minority Cell 
and the note calling for the demon 
stration 


the last moment that the Deputy Com- 
missioner, headquarters, B. K. Saha, 
arrived at the American consulate 
along with another Deputy Com- 
missioner, H. A. Safwi, who 
was hurt in the stone-throwing by 
the demonstrators, When it became 
clear the next day that the violence 
would not spread, the people of Cal- 
cutta heaved a sigh of relief that one 
more risk of a communal flare-up 
had passed. 

Altogether about 50 persons were 
arrested. Calcutta’s Muslim dominat- 
ed locality, Metiabruz observed a 


Facsimilie of the memorandum. issued 


\ 
\ - 
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Central Calcutta District Congress (1) 


dav's peaceful 
November 24. The bandh had been 
jointly called by the Congress (I) and 


bandh on Saturday, 


the Muslim League. Three. pro- 
cessions were taken out on the day of 
the bandh in which. according to re- 


liable estimates, a few thousand 
people took part, Police sources, 
however, maintain that only about 


500 people took part 


К їп сасһ рго- 
cession. 


SUDEB ROYCHOWDHURY, 
Calcutta 
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| A Caii a N 
SSTQEWARE traitors, Indira Gan- 
hi is coming back" — this 


Youth Congress(I) slogan appeared 
sometime in mid-November on the 
boundary wall of No 12 Eastern Ave 
nue jin Maharani Bagh, -residence 
of Mr K. P. Mushran, one of the 
Partners of  Pandit Brothers and 


irs Gandhiis 


The Pandit brothers have been warned 


hérindaw of Mr P. N. Haskar, 
RET secretary of former Prime 
Minister Indira Gandhi. The slogan 
on Mr Mushran's wall is the only 
slogan in the whole of Maharani’ 
Bagh — one of the posh colonies of 
the capital — and it is quite obvi- 
ous that Mr Mushran had been sin- 


+ again. 


бапа ОП р تھ‎ MÀ = 


gled out by Mrs Gandhi’s Youth 
я оне to drive home. the mes 

e. 

The message was first made clear 
to Mr Mushran, it may be remem- 
bered, during the Emergency on 
July 15, 1975 when he, Mr R. N. 
Haksar, another partner of Pandit 
Brothers and uncle of Mr P. N. Hak- 
Sar, as well as Mr Mathur manager of 
the firm, were arrested ostensibly for 
violating the price-tagging laws of the 
Emergency {мор of harass- 
ment, persecution humiliation 
followed and although there were a 
number of people who faced the 
Same music during the Emergency 
with . little reason, the victimisation 
of the brother-in-law and uncle of 
the once all-powerful P. N. Haksar 
will remain a unique chapter in 
the history of the Emergency. 

It is worthwhile to recount 
the graphic description by Mrs P. 
N. Haksar in her book on the case 
of ithe Pandit Brothers published 
shortly after Mrs Gandhi was shun- 
ted out of power. To quote a passage’ 
from the book where she describes ` 
the condition of Mr Mushran after | 
he came back to his residence from 
the police station: “The food was 
on the table. We sat down to lunch 
but Mr Mushran remained stand- 
ing in the same posture as before. | 
His hands upraised, his head slight- 
ly bent, muttering and mumbling 
to himself. As if half demented. 
Saraswati Didda (Mrs Mushran) 
asked him to wash his hands, which 
were black with ink. At the men- 
tion of his hands he started scream- 
ing, ‘No no no! I will not wash my 
hands. I want to smear this ink 
on her bloody face. Am I a crimi- 
nal? Why should they take my 
finger prints, hand prints, palm 
prints....° He started swearing 
It went on for.a Jong time, 
and we did not know how to pacify 
him. Ultimately Asha fished out 
an old newspaper with a blown-up 
photograph of Mrs Gandhi, Kam- 
tabhai (Mr Mushran) smeared the 
photograph. Then with his hands 
which were still black he smeared 
his wife's: cheeks and also that of 
Asha's and mine. Somehow this 
comforted him and he agreed to 
wash his hands and sat down to 
Junch. Mr Mushran had gone in 
the morning without any breakfast 
and was hungry. He started eating, 
but the moment he looked at his 
hands, he would stop eating and 
start swearing again." З 

Since those days, much water 
has flowed down the Ganges. But 
the enmity towards  Haksar . has 
evidently not died down. In an in- 
terview last year with an American 
professor, Mary C. Carras, who 
wrote her biography, Mrs Gandhi 
made a snide comment about Mr 
Haksar buying land for Rs 6,000 
and then selling i for Rs 26,000. 
Haksar in a letter to the Illustrated 
Weekly of Аиа which published 
excerpts of the interview, denied 
the allegation saying that Mrs Gan- 
dhi had got the facts mixed up. 


AJOY BOSE, New Delhi 
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The tiff leads to fierce argument. 
The ipu loses his temper and hits 
the herome. She staggers, falls 
down, hurts her knee. Doctors, am- 
bulance, nursing home. Back home 
again. She calls the police for pro- 
tection. Goes to court with the same 
plea. The police guard the entrance 
to her flat. She goes to court again, 
this time to withdraw her complaint 
against the hero. She is no longer 
frightened of him. And, then.... 


i Pees like a script out of the 
Salim-Javed mill. But this is 
for real. The hero of the script is 
Uttam Kumar Chatterjee, 54, the 
glamour-boy of the Bengali film world 
for over a quarter century. Hindi 
film buffs, perhaps, remember him 
for his role in Amanush but he has 
to his credit quite a few other Hindi 
films (Chotist Mulakat, Bandi, Kitab, 
and Durivan. His current assign- 
ments in Bombay include a crime 
thriller Plot No 5, in which he has 
been cast opposite Sarika, the multi- 
starrer Deshpremi (co-stars: Ami. 
tabh Bachchan, Dharmendra) and 
Dabedar (co-stars: Dharmendra, Shri- 
ram Lagu, Maushumi) The heroine: 
his protege and close friend Supriya 
Devi, 42, who is still remembered for 
her brilliant performances in two of 
Ritwick Ghatak's early films—Komol 
Gandhar and Meghe Dhaka Tara— 
and of course for her courage in 
accepting the lead role in Amrapali 
that required her to appear on Screen 

scantily clad. She is also not a 

Stranger to Hindi films.. (Remember 

Dur Gagan ke Chaon Me with 

Kishore Kumar in the lead ?) 

Uttam and Supriya have been very 
close friends for over 15 years now. 
But even before that they knew 
each other well as they lived in the 
same neighbourhood in south Cal. 
cutta. Uttam was a friend to 
Supriya’s elder brother as well, She 
ad been a great fan of his even in 
her salad days. But then, everyone 
of her generation was. From a mere 
fan, Supriya grew up to become a 
co-star of her hero in Basu Paribar 
where She played the role of Uttam’s 

young sister That was in the early 
fifties. But jt was in the early sixties 
at an outdoor shooting of the film 
Lal Pathar that their acquaintance 
developed into an intimate friend- 
Ship. While shooting for the film 
Supriya fell ill. Uttam Spent many 
sleepless nights nursing her. “It Was 
then that I started to feel a dee 
attachment for him", Supriya tel 
her friends, Ў ; 

Soon after that, Supriya with her 
daughter Soma, moved to an apart. 
ment in Calcutta's Moira Street, hav. 
ing been separated from her husband 
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Close encounters of the 
Uttam-Supriya kind 


Matinee idols have their differences 
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Biswaranjan Choudhuri, ap executive 
in a Calcutta newspaper. The friend- 
Ship with Uttam flourished, Finally, 
in 1964, Uttam also shifted from his 
Bhawanipur residence to Supriya’s 
apartment. Uttam’s wife Gouri Devi 
and son Gautam, however, preferred 
to stay back in his ancestral house. 
Thus began a torrid and turbulent 
period in the lives of two stars of the 
Bengali screen. 

With passing years, however, 
strains began to show. Supriya could 
never approve of the female fans 
chasing Uttam, These fans seemed 
to be everywhere. This has been a 
‘major cause of irritations for her 
and ‘strained their relationship. Her 
daughter Soma has been another. 
Uttam is very fond of Soma and has 
always delighted in pampering her. 
Soma too loved it, But ‘Supriya felt 
that such pampering- would go to the 
child's head and spoil her. Frequent- 
ly, Uttam and Supriya argued over 
this, the arguments often leading to 
tantrums. When Soma got married 
to Prasun Goswami, a very affluent 
person and a linguist by profession, 


Europe, however, failed to hold 
Even the seaside chalet in 


to Europe and initi 
Some very serious Р AO 
ans i Supriya 
might be encouraging Soma in 
efforts. . Eventually Some got 78) 
break in Kalankini Kankabati jn 
which Uttam and ‘Supriya had been 
га aite lead roles and of which 

am is the director! This di 
make things easier, e cnn 

So when Supriya announced her 
retirement from both the screen and 
the stage on October 17 from her 
nursing home cabin and said that she 
would not be available even for the 
films already assigned to her, every- 
one smelt › her an- 
nouncement affected Uttam the most. 
It meant that the film Kalankini 
Kankabati which had progressed con- 
siderably would have to be shelved. 
Replacing Supriya in 
an 


Bir the 
(EE replace- 
ment and was not affected at all by 


> State Mi 


кыс 
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announcement. — 
And, finally Supriya herself Con. 
firmed the suspicions. She returnas 
to her apartment on Nove | 
after about а month's stay in the — 
nursing home. Two days later, She | 
rang up the commissioner of Ca. | 
cutta Police, asking for police protes | 
tion against possible attempts 
Uttam Kumar to enter her residence 
Uttam was out on shooting in north 1 
Bengal and was expected back in th 
city on that day, she informed the 
police commissioner. She also сор. 
fided in him that she even feared 
violence. The Park Street police 
station arranged for periodic checks 
on Supriya’s apartment by its regu. 
lar patrols for that area. A general 
surveillance was prescribed. But no. 
thing happened on that day, nor o 
the following day, although Uttam 
had returned to the city and lodged 
himself in a hotel. This presum- 
ably dispelled some of Supriya’s fears 
but she still wanted the vigil to con. 
tinue. However, she was advised on 
November 6 that the police could 
not possibly continüe with their 
watch for an indefinite period unless 
they were so instructed by a court, 
Since Supriya was sick and unable 
to attend court,- her brother Anil 
Banerjee approached the court seek. 
ing the necessary orders for the 
police. A petition was moved by 
him before a metropolitan magistrate 
of Calcutta asking for an order res. 
training Uttam Kumar’s entry into 
Supriya’s apartment. That was on 
November 9.  Supriya's contention 
was that Uttam Kumar had been 
staying as a paying guest in her 
apartment which she had rented in 
1962. Their relationship became 
strained because Supriya protested 
against Uttam's objectionable man- 
ners. On September 29, Uttam pick- _ 
ed up a quarrel with her ona 
filmsy ground, abused her in the 
most filthy language and assaulted 
her mercilessly causing dislocation of | 
her left knée and other wounds. Fol | 
lowing this she had to undergo a sur- 
gical operation. The matter was ге О 
ported to the police and at the in | 
tervention of €he local public Uttam _ 
deserted her apartment threatening - 
reprisal. : 
The magisrate drew up proceedings 
against Uttam Kumar and directed 
him to explain by December 12 why 
he should not be restrained from 
entering Supriya's flat. In the mean 
time, the order said, Uttam was ree — 
trained from committing any cogniz 
able offence at Supriya's flat. The |. 
court directed the police to ensure  - 
peace in Supriya's flat and conduct _ 
an Investigation into the matter and 
report back by December 10. The 
police posted guards at the entrance 
to Royal Court, the apartment com- 
plex where Supriya lived. 


WEEN I visited Supriya Devi ОЛ | 
November 15 she appeared very. 
upset and was having second thoughts 
over the matter, Papers, scrolls an 

certificates admiring and acknow 
ledging Uttam’s services to the screen 5 
were still there on the landing walls 
before Supriya's flat. Beautifully 
framed, they were so numerous that 
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Supriya Devi 


the wall could scarcely be seen. Domi- 
nating the drawing room was a life 
size photograph of Uttam and Supriya 
both garlanded and beaming at each 
other — seemingly straight out of a 
wedding scene. Certainly there was 
no visible evidence in the flat sug- 
gesting that the friendship between 
Uttam and Supriya was over. On the 
contrary, Uttam seemed to be every- 
where. Supriya sat on a divan, her 
legs fully stretched out, and fed her 
granddaughter. She was angry with 
the newspapers for carrying the re- 
ports of the proceedings in the court 
on her complaint, “Why do you pub- 
lish such things, they only add to 
bitterness", she.said. It was  ins- 
tantly clear that she was already 
sorry for her acts. She spoke fondly 
about Uttam, his fragile heart con- 
dition and how her actions were 
going to hurt him. “Look, he even 
paid my medical bill at the nursing 
home", she said. Then she talked 
about her long friendship with him. 
"We have been so close for so long 
that it is difficult to forget about it 
just like that". She was certainly 
under severe emotional stress. She 
even admitted that her fears about 
reprisal were 


.Yes, they had fights. She 
was injured. “But tell me", ‘she 
asked, “in which family are there no 
quarrels and tiffs’. She made it 
clear that her affection and admira- 
tion for Uttam had not faded at all. 
"I have no grudge, no complaints 
against him and I will certainly che- 
rish his Memory for providing me 
with the best time of my life”, Her eyes 
sparkled as she spoke and I, for one, 
was convinced that the worst was 


Over. 

Supriya had already asked the 
police guard and patrol to be with- 
Photographs by Nimai Ghosh 
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drawn the previous day. Finally on 
November 20, her brother Anil for- 
mally approached the magistrate pray- 
ing for the withdrawal of the case 
filed by him earlier, “In the interest 
of the parties concerned, Supriva 
Devi does not want to proceed with 
the present proceedings any further, 
and hereby withdraws thé petition 
with the allegations therein. There is 
no apprehension of breach of the 
peace and no useful purpose will be 
served by proceeding with the case 
any further’, the petition said. 
Uttam too had been greatly upset 


at the developments. At the shooting - 


for the film Darpachuraa, one of his 
Current assignments, he was called 
NG several times. This is film- 
terminology for doing a bad take. 
or an actor of the calibre of Uttam . 
Kumar, this has Never happened in 
many years, Apparently he had been 
lacking in his usual concentration. 
When newsmen approached him for 
his version of the story he dismissed 
them with a terse "no comment". 
Even his friends found him sullen 
and sulky, hardly in a mood to talk. 
But he did tell some of his triends 
that he had rung up Supriya and his 


Soma 


agonies would be over soon. It is 
hard to guess whether all his agonies 
are over -but certainly he is a more 
relaxed person now after the proceed- 
ings against him had been withdrawn. 
But what really happened on Sep- 
tember 29? The version doing the 
rounds at the Tollygunge studios 
Says that it all started over an argu- 
ment on purchases made by them in 
the USA. The two had just return- 
ed from a trip to America, It was 
the navami day of the Durga Puja 
There were a few guests at their fiat. 
There was some talk about who 
bought what presents for whom. At 
this Uttam is said to have remarked 
that he could not buy very many pre- 
sents because Supriya spent most of 
the money for her purchases. Supriya 
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Uttam Kumar Chatterje 


flared up and said that her purchases | 
included presents for Uttam's wife E 
Gauri Devi, his son Gautam, the 
daughter-in-law, and even the child 
his daughter-in-law was expecting 
then. “And, yet you tell me I am _ 
selfish...you have been giving me a 
bad name always...”, Supriya is said 
to have; retorted. The argument 
soon turned fierce. 7 
Even then the matter would not 
have come to a head had it not been : 
for the presence of Ratna Chatterjee, | 
a film-producer and Mrs Montu Gan- 
guly (Montu boudi to her admirers), a 
Calcutta socialite, Suddenly they be- 
came the focus of the verbal duel 
between the two stars, Supriya арр 
eared greatly irritated at their pre- | 
sence. “Time and again I have told i 
you not to bring them in to my 
house", she is said to have shouted.  — 
Uttam retorted by saying they were 
his guests and deserved more respect \ 
from her, Supriya shot back: "This 4 
is my flat and you must respect my 
wishes”. And, so the arguments went 3 
on and on. Finally, Uttam lost his — | 
temper and smacked Supriya on the 
face. She fel down and hurt her 
knee, For the next two days she $ 
received medical treatment at her ; 
apartment. But when the physician Ў 
attending to her saw that her knee - 
was not responding to treatment and | 
had swollen up. she was advised to 1 
get herself admitted to a nursing  - 
home which she did on October 1. 
What next? When I put this ques- 
tion to Supriya, her reply was: 
"Nothing. I want to be left alone, I 
want to live in peace". Whatever she 
might have meant by that, it is now 
certain that Uttam is moving back to 
her apartment, Just the kind of - 
thing that Salim-Javed would have 
prescribed for the closing shot. The 
ero and heroine clutching each 
others hands, their backs to 
screen, receding further and furth 
away. And, The End. Or, is it? 
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HERE are some generally 
held beliefs about me 
and my socio-economic 
ideas. These beliefs do 
not probably reflect the 

correct position. I owe it to the 

people to explain 

‘ideas as best as I can. < 

I wish, however, to make it clear 
| that I cannot and do not, insist on 
/ the complete acceptance of all my 

ideas, For instance, I believe in 
smaller States, A State like UP, 

‘Bihar or Madhya Pradesh is too- big, 

in my view, to be administrated in a 

manner that will be in tune with the 

urges and aspirations of the people. 

This is true of some other States 
also. It is also my belief that the 
remarkable progress made by some 
of the smaller States may provide a 
clue to how the States may be re- 
organised, Besides, a number of 
States having comparable populations 
may Бе able each to send an equal 
number of representatives to the 
Rajya Sabha. But then these are 
personal views which I cannot foist 
on others. I have to recognise that 
“in the plurality of Indian politics, 
some flexibility is called for. How 
can I, an ordinary practising politi- 
cian, present for national acceptance 
all my views on social or economic 
matters, let alone insist on it? 

The views I would express need 
not necessarily reflect those of any 
Party, including mine, But, I think, 
it would be useful to present them 
for an objective debate. 


Let me begin by quoting from the 
Mahatma. In a letter 4o Jawaharlal 
Nehru on October 5, 1945, Gandhi 
said, "I am convinced that if India 
is to attain true freedom and 
through India the world also, then 
sooner or later, the fact must be 
recognised that people will have to 

live in the villages, not in towns, 
Crores of people will never be able 
to live at peace with each other in 
towns and palaces”. 

Gandhiji recognised, however, that 
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some of these. 


ung pungs 


The Prime Minister explains 


policies mean 


By CHARAN SINGH 


this is an ideal difficult to reach with 
the kind of development that has 
already taken place in the world. 
Hence he went on to say in the same 
letter to Чеши "You must not 
imagine that I am envisaging our 
village life as it is today. After all, 
every man lives in the world of his 
dreams. My ideal village will con- 
tain intelligent human beings. They 
will not live in dirt and darkness as 
animals. Men and women will be 
free and able to hold their own 
against anyone in the world.. No 
one will be idle, no one will wallow 
in luxury. Everyone will have to 
contribute his quota of manual 
labour, I do not want to draw a 
large-scale picture in detail. It is 
possible to envisage railways, post 
and telegraph offices etc. For me it 
is material to obtain the real article 
and the rest will fit in to the picture 
afterwards. If I let go the real 
thing, all else goes". ~ 


Mahatmaji’s letter started a brief 
correspondence with Panditji. They 
also met during this period to discuss 
their ideas. Summing up these dis- 
cussions, Gandhiji wrote 
on November 13, 1945: e im- 
pression that I have gathered from 
our yesterday's talk is that there is 
not much difference 
To test this I put down below the 
gist of what I have understood. 
Please correct me if there is any 
discrepancy. (1) The real question, 
according to you, is how to bring 
about man’s highest intellectual, eco- 
nomic, political and moral develop- 
ment. I agree entirely. (2) In this 
there should be an equal right and 
opportunity for all. (3) In other 
words, there should be equality bet- 
ween the town-dwellers and the villa- 
Eers in the standard of food and 
drink, clothing and other living con- 
ditions. In order to achieve this 
equality today, people should be able 
to produce for themselves the neces. 
saries of life, that is, clothing, food- 
stuffs, dwellings and lighting and 


CC-0. In Public Domain. UP State Museum, Hazratganj. Lucknow 


, lodustrialism”, 
to Nehrujt_ 
“The i 


in our outlook, ` 


what his 


water. (4) Man is not born to live 
in isolation but is essentially a social 


animal, independent and interdepen- . 


dent. No one can or should ride on 
another’s back. Xf we try to work 
out the necessary conditions for 
such a lite, we are forced to the 
conclusion that the unit of society 
should be a village, or call it a small 
and manageable group of people 
who would , in the ideal, be self- 
sufficient (in the matter of their vital 
requirements) as a unit and bound 
together in bonds of mutual coope- 
ration and interdependence". 


Panditji, as far as I know, accep- 
ted Gandhij's summing up of their 
mutual correspondence and personal 
discussions, 


Herein, perhaps, lies the clue to 


my social an economic  ideas..- 
Gandhiji, while Setting forth an 
ideal, was prepared . to accept ap- 


Proximations. There is a mass of 
material in Gandhiji's writings to dis- 
pel the general beliet that he was 
against industrialisation. , 
am пої against industry but against 
Here is another 
quotation ; “As a moderately intel 


ligent man, 1 know that man can: 


not live without industry, Therefore, 
I cannot һе opposed to industrialisa: 
tion. But I have great concern about 
introducing machine industry. The 
machine produces much too fast, and 
brings with it a sort of economic 
system which I cannot grasp. I do 
not want to accept something when 
I see its evil effects which outweigh 
whatever good it brings in. 1 want 
the dumb millions of our land to be 
healthy and happy, and I want them 
to grow spiritually, As yet for this 


He said, 4 


purpose, we do not need the machine. ! 


ere are many, too many idle hands. 
But as we grow in understanding, Н 
we feel the need of machines, We 
certainly will have them. We want 
industry, but let us become indus- 
trious. us become more self- 
dependent, then we will not follow 
other people's Jead so much. 
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shall introduce machinery if and 
when we need them. Once we have 
shaped our life on ahimsa we shall 
know how to control the machine”. 

He added, “What I object to is 
the craze for machinery, not machi- 
nery as such. The craze is for what 
they call labour-saving machinery. 
Men go on saving labour till thon. 
sands are without work and are 
thrown on the open streets to die of 
starvation. I want to save time and 
labour, not for a fraction of man. 
kind but for all. I want the concen- 
tration of wealth not in the hands 
of a few, but in the hands of all. 
Today machinery helps a few to ride 
on the back of millions. The impe- 
tus behind it all is not the philan- 
thropy to save labour but greed. 
It is against this construction of 
things that I am fighting with all my 
might", 

The clue to Gandhiji’s economic 
philosophy can be had from the fol- 
lowing quotations also: “As a dis- 
tinguished son of India put it — he 
is no other than Sir M. Visveswa- 


rayya — whereas an Englishman 
owns 30 slaves — or is it 36? — I 
speak subject to correction — an 


American owns 33 slaves. Personally, 
[ think there is no room in true eco- 
nomics, which is convertible with 
religion, for the owning of slaves 
whether they are human beings, cat- 
tle or machinery. There is no room 
for slavery in economics". 


Suggest that in his last 
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Panditji (Nehru) had dif- 
ferences with Gandhiji 
but there is'evidence to 


ays he was coming clo- 
to Gandhiji's views. 


Gandhiji felt that if we can so 
manage the economy that produc- 
tion and distribution are near simul- 
taneous, there is less scope for ex- 
ploitation, for concentration ОЁ 
power. Gandhiji understood both the 
value ang compulsion of industrial- 
sation and did not object to it. 
What he wanted was a course of 
development whereby man will not 
become a victim of a process. leading 
to exploitation, depotism and slavery. 

have done little more than 
preach what Gandhiji had presen- 
ted as a practical and valid economic 
policy. Panditji had differences with 
Gandhiji but there is evidence to 
suggest that in his last days he was 
coming closer to Gandhiji’s views. 

No one in this world can wish 
away industry, even big industry. 
I have heard some people say that 
if “small is beautiful”, “big is bounti- 
ful’. This may be so, But bigness 
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should not lead to concentration of 
economic power, large-scale un. 
employment amd poverty. There is 
also a limit to mass production if 
there is no purchasing power and, 
consequently, if there is no market 
for the goods produced. : 

_ That is why Т plead for cottage 
industries in the main, as also small- 
scale industries where they can 
serve the national purpose better, 
and even heavy or large-scale 
industries where they are inevitable. 
It should be clear that in the kind 
of world in which we live, we have 
not only to continue but rapidly ex- 
pand industry, even heavy industry, 
for self-reliance, for ^ defensive 
strength, for helping agriculture and 
a myriad other purposes. The in- 
frastructure wisely laid by Panditji 
has stood us in good stead in di 
cult times. In fact, if we can think 
of small industries today, it is in 
some measure due to the infrastruc- 
ture built by Panditji. _ : 


T would be impertinent 
for ordinary men like me 
to speak of differences 
with titans like Panditji. 


ешге we DEE free, 
. Panditji was the tribune o г peo- 
ple. All of us were his humble feu. 
tenants. Till his death he was _ 
India’s undisputed leader, as even - 
Dr Ram Manohar Lohia once. called . 
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He is the architect of our Repub- 
lican Constitution. He planned and 
exccuted brilliantly a foreign policy 
which. raised India in the world's 
esteem. He ushered in the era of 
planning. And he launched this 
country on a massive course of tech. 
nological and industrial development. 
His guiding role in the formative 
years of our independence will be 
remembered with gratitude by the 
people of India for ever. 

History, however, is a relentless 
persecutor. No great man of any 
land has ever escaped the closest 
scrutiny of history and fiercest criti- 


cism. How can Nehru, by virtue of 
his greatness, escape this historical 
analysis ? 


Can anyone deny that his essays in 
planning were not always rewarding, 
his industrial 
poly, his elections gave rise to the 
ascendancy of money power, his 
Constitution permitted the cavalier 
dismissal of State Governments and 
dissolution of State Assemblies, and 
his economic policy led to depend 
ence and foreign domination of our 
internal policies as well as to un- 
employment and widening income 
disparities ? 

Such an analysis does not take 
away from the greatness of the man, 
the majesty of his vision and the 
mightiness of his effort. An adulator 
is not the only kind of a follower a 
leader needs. And Nehru needs no 
adulators. 

Even in his lifetime I freely ex. 
pressed my opposition to some of his 
policies like cooperative farming 
and state trading in foodgrains, on 
which questions I had to resign my 
membership of the State Government 
in UP. 1 held then and hold now 
that while he planned for India’s 
rapid economic growth, he failed to 
take into account the country’s fac- 
tor endowment as also the fact that, 
as Gandhiji used to say, the real 
India lives in the villages. So he did 
not fully appreciate the consequences 
of the kind of development which he 
planned and executed, 

After several five-year plans and 
investment of tens of thousands ct 
crores, there is mass unemployment 
and mass. poverty. It is obvious, 
therefore, that there were some dis- 
tortions in the past economic poli- 
cies which need to be corrected. 


HERE is, as I have often 

said, poverty in towns as 

in the villages. But the 

stark fact is that the bulk 

of the poor live in the 
villages. How do we remove this 
poverty ? 

Fortunately, the new agricultural 
technology provides us great scope 
for a massive increase in farm aut- 
put, Imaginative irrigation schemes 
should help us overcome the vaga- 
ries of weather to a great extent. 
Other inputs have to be provided at 
easily procurable prices. Without 
incentives to farmers, food output 
may stagnate as it did till some years 
ago in the absence of a proper in- 

"put and pricing policy. We can no 
brc afford to go back to the era 
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of Continuous and large-scale import 
Of foodgrains. Agriculture remains 
the mainstay of our economy, 

New technologies make it possible 
even for small farms to be econo- 
mic. Thus, faster agricultural 
growth can provide gainful employ- 
ment to a large number of people 
and insure the country against the 
shortage of foodgrains, pulses, sugar, 
milk, edible oils, etc. At the centre 
of agriculture is the farmer and he 
will have to be treated with respect 
and gratitude. He must be assured 
of remuneratve returns for his 
labours.. 

The problem today is that far too 
many people depend on land and it 
4S Impossible to provide them even 
a Subsistence living. The era of 
large farms has to be ended, Such 
arms breed a feudal and slave rela- 
tionship. . Many a landless labourer 
lives the life of a bonded slave. 
They have to be liberated. Even after 
big farms аге broken up, there 
d be considerable pressure on 
and. 

Therefore, other methods of gain- 
ful employment have to be found, 
and they have to be found in the 
villages themselves, lest there is 


| plead for cottage indus- 
tries in the main, as also 
small-scale industries 
where they can serve the 
national purpose better, 
and even heavy or large- 
scale industries where 
they аге inevitable... 


migration to towns and the resultant 
explosive situation of urban growth 
With all the attendant problems of 
congestion, slums and pollution. This 
gainful employment has to come 
from rural industries, social infras- 
tructures etc, This will also bridge 
the economic and cultural gap bet- 
ween the towns and the villages, be- 
sides ending social oligarchies. 

Finally, the unemployed, the land. 
less and the other rural poor will 
have to be organised. Such organisa- 
tion is difficult. Some extreme forms 
of action have been self-defeating. 
Today, landless people or agricultu- 
ral labourers alone constitute one- 
fourth of our people, marginal far- 
mers owning less than one hectare 
contributing an equal number, The 
only way of organising the rural poor 
is to get them employed in local 
social and economic enterprises and 
develop their collective bargaining 
power not only with the village rich 
but also with the urban lobbies. 


Many people call me a kulak lea- 
der. What they mean is that I re- 
resent the rich peasantry. My whole 
lite, writings and work as a Minister 
in UP are а testimony to the false- 
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ness of the charge. 
State which, because of my crusade. 
did not permit the Tesumption of 
land by landlords, I stand for radi- 
cal land reform, for small, semi- 
medium and medium holdings, the 
principle being that land should be 
So distributed that it can be mana- 
ged economically by a family with- 
ont employing labour or employing 
minimal labour during sowing and 
harvesting periods, 

I am against cooperative farming 
and cooperative industries as distin- 
guished from farming (and indus- 
trial) cooperatives for various rea- 
sons. The kisans in India have a 
strong attachment to land and only 
through a violent liquidation .of 
kisans can they be deprived of this 
direct association with land, Besides, 
this will lead to bureaucratisation of 
farm development. . Further, India’s 
manpower endowment does not per- 
mit of such cooperative farming, 


LL my life I have held 

that caste indignity is 

adding to the misery of 

economic deprivation of 
| the poor, particularly in 
the villages. The harijans were call- 
ed the . sons of God by Mahatma 
Gandhi; the condition of an even 
larger number of so-called back. 
ward castes was no better. Mere 
sentimental approaches, however, 
will not solve: the problems posed by 
caste tyranny. A permanent solution 
will be found only in abolition of 
the caste en lock, stock: and ba- 
rrel and of the overlordism in land 
and in industry as also emergence 
or development of a labour-intensive 
economy on a national scale. A social 
revolutionary like Periyar E, V. 
Ramaswamy may be needed in every 
part of the country. 

Atrocities on harijans have been 
continuing for centuries. Political 
parties exploit this. tragic situation 
for petty ends. These cannot be end- 
ed bv mere dramatic visits to affec- 
ted places. ^ 


HAVE held and continue 
to hold the view that it is 
iniquitous to confer in- 
creasing benefits on the 
organised sector of the 
working class when vast masses are 
half-naked, semistarved and shel, 
terless. Growing socia] alienation 
with growing development is a para- 
dox of our times. Perhaps one of the 
remedies lies in stern action against 
ostentation and extravagance in pri- 
vate and public expenditures, Aus- 
terity in high places has to be en- 
forced with relentless speed: Only 
then can we appeal to the working 
class to join in the effort to remove 
poverty and unemployment, Much of 
the urban administrative infrastruc. 
ture may also have to be dismantled 
50 that scarce resources can be used 
for. productive employment, not mere 
desk jobs. An even more enduring 
solution lies in the dispersal of pro- 
ductive activity, which will necessi- 
tate statutory demarcation of techni- 
ques. This will require revoluti: nary 
changes in the educational and ad 
ministrative systems. . Du 


UP is the only 
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NE of the manifestations 
of lopsided development 
0115 the migration of people 

from the villages’ to 
towns in search of jobs, 
Many of them do not get jobs and 
have been forced to live a misera- 
ble life in slums, Apart from ima- 
ginative housing schemes, projects 
for mass employment alone can end 
this pathetic situation. Meanwhile a 
census of the urban poor and mas. 
sive rehabilitation schemes will have 
to be undertaken. 

Urban problems like housing, 
'transportation, traffic hazards, law 
and order, cry for immediate solu- 
tions. The police system has to be 
revamped. Dispersal of offices and 
housing schemes near places of em- 
ployment will have to be thought of. 
Further construction of head offices 
and industrial projects in towns hav- 
ing, say,a population of half million 
in the last census, will have to be 
prohibited. The public school system 
will have to be replaced by fast ex- 
pansion of schooling facilities with 
frec education for the economically 
weaker sections. Perhaps a new urban 
police force may have to be raised 
to help children, old people, women 
and others cross the roads, get into 
or get down from buses. A human 
approach to urban problems is nece- 
Ssary. 


UR secularism does not 
mean any neglect of the 

А rights óf the majority co- 
2) |mmunity or pampering of 
any single community. 
But it must be recognised that mino. 
rities in any country will always 
have a sense of insecurity and it is 
the duty of the State and the. majo- 
rity community to remove this sense 
of insecurity. As an Arya Samajist, I 
stand for radical reform of Hindu 


‘society and abolition of dowry, caste 


hegemony and indignity of women. 
But the personal laws of minorities, 
say, in regard to marriage, divorce 
and inheritance have to be protected 
because the changes have to be the 
result of a reform movement within 
these communities and not an impo- 
sition by the State. There will, how- 
ever, have to be a criminal code 
equally applicable to all the inhabi- 
tants of the country. с 

All places of worship of all reli- 


. gions will have to be protected by 


the State and fullest freedom of 
faith and its practice has to be pre- 
served, Any  aggressiveness by the 
minority communities can only be 
born of a fear complex. The solu- 
tion lies in removing the fear com- 
plex. Officers whose duty it is to 
protect the people’s civil rights have 
a special responsibility. 


HE semi-federal charac 
ter of the Indian state 
was largely a reflection of 
the upsurge of nationa- 
lism against political 
subjugation by the foreigner. Gan- 
dhiji, who brought about this up- 
surge, recognised, however, that 
aspirations. of different cultural and 
linguistic groups cannot be stifled. 


CC-0. In Public Domain. UP State Museum, Hazratganj. Lucknow. — 


۹ 


" Digitized by Sarayu Foundation Trust, Delhi and e 


The farmer will have to 
be treated with respect 
and gratitude. He must 
be assured of remunera- 
tive returns for his la- 
bours. 


Indiam unity and strength would be 
Preserved only if the people were 
made to feel and act together as 
members of a large fraternity, only 
if they had a ‘sense of participation 
in governance. This was possible 
only if there was a devolution of 
power down the line. Perhaps the 


time has now arrived to think of a · 


new federal order. The Centre, of 
course, has to be strong for defence, 
for protection of people’s democratic 
rights. for economic stability and for 
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the maintenance of standards of pro- 
fessional excellence. 


EOPLE have not suff 

ciently realised the signi- 

ficance of the assurance 

in my first broadcast as 

— Prime Minister. It was 

not merely a negative approach that 

no language will be imposed. It was 

a positive approach that an accep- 

table lingua franea has to be evolved. 

We will have to convene a confe- 

rence of all political Parties and 

Chief Ministers to consider this sen- 

sitive matter. Meanwhile, we have to 

provide that no language, indigenous 

or foreign, is imposed on any sec- 
tion of our people. 


STAND for open society, 
open administration, open 
government, I oppose ex 
cessive secrecy except 
where compelling national 
interest so demands. Equally, I stand 
for open, even if controversial, func- 
tioning of political Parties. India’s 
problems can be solved only through 
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the struggles of her people. The poor 
in the towns and the yillages have 
been awakened and ‘сап no longer 
be put down. Civil liberties—eyen 
the right to satyagraha when these 
liberties are threatened—should be 
the solid foundation of our political 
progress. Any concept of absolute 
power, any idea of a short-cut 
through authoritarian ways to the 
people’s emancipation is alien to my 
temperament, 

The plurality of political Parties is 
inevitable in a country of our diver- 
sity. We cannot stop the organic 
growth of diverse political philoso- 
‘phies. d 

The police system has to be re- 
vamped, The dignity of the police- 
man has to be preserved. The police- 
man should be seen to be the friend 
of the people. Criminal investigation 
systems will have to be strengthened. 


T is now generally recog- 
nised that population is 
mainly the result of po- 
verty. By a direct attack 
on poverty, illiteracy and 
superstitions, we can stabilise popu- 
lation, While the services have to 
be rapidly expanded, the scarce re- 
sources of the country have to be 
spent on the ending of poverty and 
the raising of the social, economic 
and cultural status of the people 


which will have an abiding impact _ 


on population control. 


| FIRMLY believe that the 


' || intellectuals, so-called, 
11 speaking from a pulpit 
| Î cannot educate the people. 
=] The masses have enough 
wisdom to educate themselves. As a 
famous man said, if you tell the peo- 
ple what the situation is, they are 
intelligent enough to solve their 
problems. Roberto Rosselini said, 
“We have in an excess of talk, made 
possible by mass communication, 
‘created a sub-culture based: on false 
intellectuality and non-knowledge”, _ 
Knowledge is not always the equi- 
valent of wisdom. In my view, com- 
munication, more particularly official 
media, should be people-oriented and 
not povernment-oriented. The culture 
of sermonising to the people must be 
replaced by the culture of learning 
from the people. 

Publicity and propaganda are gene- 
rally a debasing culture. We have 
seen the extent of debasement dur- 
ing the Emergency, The information 
infrastructure myst be greatly sim- 
plified. We must have an institution 
of village communicator who can be 
no more than a purveyor of objec- 
tive information and who can help 
the people summarise their Own ex- 
periences for themselves. We may 
have to think of a large number of 
village theatres, village reading 
rooms and village librarjes. 

We must think in terms of a very 
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‘large number of transmitters, each 


catering to no more than a few lakh 
people, The emphasis should be on 
giving the greatest scope for the cul- 
tural expression of the local people. 
Control of such transmitters may 
vest in people's institutions to the 


extent possible. We have to think in 
unconventional ways. Similarly, we 
must think of a large number of 
rural newspapers to be run by the 
people themselves. Control of peo- 
Dle's minds either by governmental 
media or by the privately owned big- 
business metropolitan media should 
be eliminated. 

Having Said this, I wish to assert 
that, with all its faults, the Press 
has to be free from governmental 
control Its dependence on govern- 
mental largese must be eliminated. 
Even if the Press is against me and 
my policies, as it generally is, I do 
not believe in curbing its freedom. 
The press has to recapture the revo- 
lutionary role which it played during 
the Gandhi era. 


HE people of India have 
been cheated again and 
again. They are naturally 
Sceptical about anything 
new resulting fron a 
mere change of government or per- 
sonnel, How do we remove this cyni- 
cism and despair? How do we stren- 
gthen their faith in the democratic 


Austerity in high places 
has to be enforced with 
relentless speed. Only 
then can we appeal to 
the working class to 
remove poverty and un- 
| employment. 


process? How do we frustrate the 
ambitions of adventurists propaga- 
ting a false theory that political abso: 
lutism or extra-political authoritaria; 
nism alone can keep the country 
together.and solve its problems? _ 

Till August 15, 1947, the initiative 
remained with the people. Therefore, 
even in bondage, there was a spirit 
uf challenge, .participation, expecta- 
tion. On August 15, 1947. the initia- 
tive passed on to the Government. 
The people became incidental to go- 
vernance, except for.a brief moment 
when their vote was needed. There- 
after, a handful of operators—politi- 
cians, bureaucrats, the urban lobbies, 
the  businessindustrial complex— 
took over. People have no control 
over their destiny. State power has 
become so powerful and the influence 
of the lobbies over the state has 
become so pervasive that people's 
struggles are ruthlessly put down by 
a combination of state power and 
economic as wel] ás social oligarchy. 

Thus, our development, though 
impressive, largely benefited a small 
class, promoted modernisation of con- 
sumption, as Dr. Lohia called it, and 
deepened the drudgery, poverty and 
misery of vast numbers of a long 
suffering people. 

The new alliance which we have 
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forged is an effort to bring the peo- 
ple into the scope of governance, It 
Is never too late to try again to im- 
part to the people a new hope. Youth 
is a state of mind. Gandhiji was past 
60 when he undertook the Dandi 
March. He was 73 when he launched 
the “Quit India” movement, He was 
78 when he went to Noakhali. Youth 
represents a passion for justice, a 
spirit of revolt against tyranny of 
every kind. К 

Why аге people disenchanted? 1 
think this is because most of us live 
in the past and in the present. We: 
do not look to the future. There 
was the erosion of an ethos, first in 
the closing years of the Nehru era 
and again after the epochal events 
of 1977. whose significance was not 


. reflected in the culture of gover- 


nance that followed, 

The administrative process has 
overtaken the political process. 
Bureaucracy is not the executive in 
our democracy. It is only an instru- 
ment of people's political wil. Ex. 
pertise can help only if it is an aid 
to this political will, not a substitute 
for it, Therefore, the political pro- 
cess must be fortified. : 

My first appeal is to the professio- 
nal intelligentsia, not to stop with 
sermonising as politicians do. They 
must find an answer to the paradox 
0f economic growth and simultaneous 
social alienation. They seem to have 
been overtaken by consumerism and 
precedent orientation which have 
cobbed them of the excitement and 
adventure of | intellectual challenge 
and response. They must regain their 
partisanship with the common people 
and evolve creative ideas of quickly 
solving the problems of poverty and 
social alienation. 

The collective strength of the 
working class shall he asset to the 
political process, I would only appeal 
to them, as I appeal to businessmen 


and industrialists clamouring for 


profits, to consider, while making 
their demands, how they can share 
the fruits of development, with cro- 
res of people who have no shelter, 
no food, no clothes, no work. 

Those who аге їп power should 
prove their sympathy with the down- 
trodden by manifest evidence of sim- 
ple, even austere, styles of personal 
life and administrative behaviour. All 
of us should accept sacrifices. All of 
us should sit together and consider 
how quickly we can provide drinking 
water, approach roads, basic sanita- 
tion and health care to the rural 
people, how quickly we can eliminate 
the grinding poverty in the towns 
and the villages. Harijans and the 
landless poor have to contend with 
caste indignity besides economic de- 
privation, The breaking of this age- 
old iniquity should be the common 
purpose of democratic Parties. 

I invite all those who believe in a 
new value system to come together 
to safeguard the political process 
against inroads of fascism and autho- 
titarianism and against the emer 
gence of extra-political forces. Aft 
this consolidation, India will be re 
for the, PUE stage of idcolo 
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T was Seema doing 

with. MGR recently? 
She didn't meet him to 
ask him to preside over 
her birthday celebrations 
or Switch on the camera 
in one of her new films. 
Exasperated by malicious 
gossip published in some 
Tamil magazines (whose 
editors owe allegiance to 
MGR's AIADMK), she 
decided to meet MGR 
himself. And she says, to 
her utter surprise he 
promised to take action 
against the magazines 
concerned, and atleast one 
of them, the most vicious 
one she says, is not being 
published anymore. Mild 
gossip used to give her, 
great thrills, she says,but 
she cannot stand bored, 
poisonous minds churning 
filth calculated to harm 
her career. 


TN her very first film 

£ Oh Manju, in Tamil, 
teenage heroine Kavita was 
made to take off her red 
blouse and stop an ad- 
vancing train. The “hot” 
Scene was calculated to 
keep the box-office busy but 
there wasn’t much life 

in it, and there wasn’t 
much of a bosom (at that 
time) which: Kavita could 
display, and the way the 
film got bombed, nobody 
thought Kavita would 
survive. She has not only 
survived, but has steadily 
acquired a decent status 

in Telugu films. After 
Jaya Pradha, Jayasudha and 
Subhashini, she's consi- 
dered a reliable box- 

office factor but in Tamil 
films her career is yet to 
warm up even though 

she has appeared in 
successful films like 
General Chakravarthy, 


РЕА» appearance in 
Meendum Kokila, a 
Tamil film sponsored by 
Kamalahasan, isn't a brief, 
special appearance, says the 
actor. She plays a film- 
actress and it is a full-length 
role. Sridevi plays the 
parallel lead. This is the. 
first time Rekha is appearing 
in a Tamil film but this 
isn’t the first time she’s 
speaking Tamil on screen, In 
the ill-fated шаш, Dharam 
she played a Tamilian. 
lakore, and the delightful 
scenes in which she kept - 
swearing in Tamil saved the 
film from being a to 
disaster (at the box-office)— 
at least in Tamil Nadu. 
Rekha's acceptance of the 
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Kavita: better performance now 


lead role in Meendum 
Kokila is a special gesture 
of goodwill towards her 


ERE's some gloom in 
K. R. Vijaya's camp: 
two films sponsored -by 
her proved terrible flops. 
One was Velli Ratham, 
one of those films about 
a woman who'll do any 
damn thing to save her 
husband, And then there 
was Neela Malargal. 
which after running full- 
house for three days 
suddenly dropped dead. 
And this was despite 
Kamalahasan and 
Sridevi's presence. 


friend Kamalahasan. And 
there are speculations if 
she'll feature with him in 
his first ever Hindi film, a 
remake of the super Telugu 
hit Maro Charitra. The 
Hindi version is being 
produced by L. V. Prasad, 
who till Jaya Vijay flopped, 
was known as Madras': 
Midas, Prasad's hits include 
Sasural, Milan and Bidaai. 
He also had ten consecutive 
hits in Hindi. 

The highlight of Maro 
Charitra was a long dance 
sequence featurin 
Kamalahasan: besides the 
film had any number of 
comic scenes which kept 
the audiences amused, It 
became a hit in Andhra, It 
scored a golden jubilee run 


7 2 in Bangalore 


and surely, _ 

S large non-Telugu audiences 

T Saw it there. Its producer 
thought of dubbing the film- 
in Tamil but the Telugu 
version now being shown at 
Madras is drawing packed 
houses and it’s bound to go 
beyond a silver jubilee (in 
morning shows). Saritha was 
the debutante herome who 
later made it big in Tamil 
too. The Hindi version may 
not have her: suely the 
producers cannot risk having 
two south Indians in one 
package, however attractive 
it may turn out to be, | 


IN the good old days there 
used to be box-office — 
rivalry between the two - 
` most popular stars: MGR 
and Sivaji. Now, it’s between 
Kamalahasan and Rajnikant. 
At the moment Rajnikant 
is doing better: his last two 

films have clicked very 
well whereas Kamalahasan’s 
last two releases turned out 
to be nightmares but 
Kamalahasan is taking it 
cool: flops aren’t new to 
him he says, In fact his 
career started with not-so- © 
successful films. 


OW that Rekha has 

“condescended” to act 
in a Tamil film, will Hema 
follow suit? Hema's market 
in Bombay is so slippery, 
she may accept a film, say, 
if Sivaji Ganesan acts opposite 
her. Her mother is currently 
making three Tamil films, 
and she was going around 
Saying that Hema is far too 
expensive for a Madras- У 
type film. Well, is she still 
very expensive after Meera, 
Dillagi and Dil Ka Heera? 


es happiest people in 
Malayalam films, 
specially in those juvenile 
Sex films, are the young 
boys approaching teenage. 
They get so many chances 
to hug and smooch their 
heroines (till the hero turns 
up) And they're hardly 
blamed if these films flop. 


pue deplace i 
ay rathy in Harry 
Pothen’s camp: she is 
acting in two films being 
produced under his well - 
known banner: 
And now that 


shape, 
hy |. 
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tate Museum, Hazratganj. Lucknow 


Beginning December 2. 


| This week the Sun and Nep 
and Mars are In Leo, Saturn Is | 
rus and Gemini from Aries, 


ARIES (March 21 — 
April 20) You are 
strongly advised to 
keep away from dis- 
з putes апа controver- 
sles. Arguments with people in 
authority are sure to go against 
your interests, Deal patiently and 
tactfully with those around you. Be 
cordial and courteous to ladies. 
The financial front will show some 
improvement. You may un- 
dertake an Important journey in the 
near future. Good dates: 4, 5 and 
7. Lucky numbers: 4 and 6. 
Favourable direction : West. 


TAURUS (Apri! 21 — 
May 22) You can make 
& lot of changes on the 
business and financial 
front. This is the right 
time for entering into business deals 
regarding property and investments. 
Legal suits may be decided in your 
favour. Translate plans into ac- 
fions, make necessary changes and 
do not be afraid to seek favours 
from those in authority. Good 
dates: 2, 3, 6 and 8. Lucky num- 


bers: 3 and 6, Favourable direc- 
tion : South. 
GEMINI (May 23.. — 
` June 21) Use your: 
foresight in professional 
matters. If you use 


© your intuitions in good 
measure you will reap abundant 
rewards. You will prosper on the 
financial front to no end. It would 
be wise to make the right invest- 
ments. Do not be afrald to adopt 
new and original business methods: 
K our temper under control. 
Good beh. 2, 3, 5 and 7. Lucky 
numbers: 1 and 10. Favourable 
diréction : South. 


) 


July 22) Your problems 
have not come to an. 
end. You are likely to 
remain perplexed and 
apprehensive as to your ’ welfare. 
But the future is not as bleak as 
you think. Do not fose heart. 
There Is some likelihood of dis- 
appointment on the domestic front. 
Avoid legal suits and unwise specu- 
. lation. Extravagant tendencies 
should be curbed at all costs. Any 
wrong move may prove very expen- 
sive. Good dates: 4, 6 and 8. 
Lucky numbers: 3 and 9. Favour- 
able direction : West. 


. doubtful love 


CANCER (June 22 — 
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Ше arê In’ Scorpio, Venus is in Sagittarius .and Kethu alone is Aquarius. 


n Virgo and Mercury and Uranus are in Libra. The Moon will be moving 


LEO (July 23 — August 
22) Success on the 
financia! front is as- 
sured, A bout of Illness 


may however dampen 
your spirlts, Secret sources 
will contribute to your prosperity. 


Important people will favour you. 
Refrain .from making erratic chan- 
ges. Intellectual and artistic pur- 
suits are not likely to progress. A 
female relative may oppose your 
plans, Good dates : 4, 5 and 6. 
Lucky numbers: 2 and 9. Favour- 
eble direction : North-west. 


VIRGO (August 23 — 
September 22) You 
will enjoy a fair -mea 
sure of success and 
happiness. Do not 
enter Into contracts or business 
deals which may backfire in the 
long run, Refrain from lending and 
borrowing money. Domestic affairs 
will require a lot of your attention. 
Some people at home may sud- 
denly fall sick. This period is un- 
favourable for marriage and court- 
ship. Good dates: 2, 3, 6 and 7. 
Lucky numbers: 9 and 10. Favour- 
&ble direction : South-west. 


LIBRA (September 23 
— October 22) You 
must utilise the favour- 
able stellar influences 

е operating in your favour 
at this juncture. Secret sources will 
extend appreciable help. You will do 
a fair bit of travelling in the near 
future. Make suitable changes to 
suit your plans. Womenfolk will 
prove particularly helpful. Avoid 
_adventures. Check 
extravagant tendencies, Do not lose 
your temper. Good dates: 4, 5 and 


- 6. Lucy numbers: 6 and 9. Favour- 
> able directions: South and West. 


SCORPIO (October 23 
. — November 21) You 

will enjoy yourself in the 
E j^ company of children 
5 29 and pet animals. Social 
activities , will keep you busy 
throughout this week, You may fall 
in love once again; Elders 
and those in authority will prove co- 
operative. Exercise caution in your 
financial dealings and any misunder- 
standing with business associates 
should be settled in an amicable 
fashion. Good dates: 3, 4, 6 and 7. 
Lucky numbers: 3 and 4, Favourable 
direction? North. 


Jupiter, Rahu 
through Tau- 


SAGITTARIUS (Novem- 
ber 23 — December 22) 
You will face humiliation 
this week. Do nót de- 
р . pend on others ѕіпсе по 
sort of help will be forthcoming. 
Take time and make up your mind. 
Plans should be formulated care- 
fully. The latter part of this year is 
favourable, so postpone things of 
importance to a later date. Regard- 
ing finance, there will be paucity of 
funds. Good dates: 3, 5; 
7 and 8. Lucky numbers: 3 and 5: 
Favourable direction: East, 


CAPRICORN (Decem- 
ber 23 — January 20) 
Your friends will not be 
very affable towards you: 
this week. Avoid bad 
company. Do not-go into any sort 
of controversy or useless small talk. 
Don't take any hasty decision. Your 
problems will aggravate at the end 
of this week. Women-will find happi- 
ness and acquire costly presents. 
The. lime is not opportune for love 
affairs, matrimony or speculation. 
Deal tactfully with elders. Good 
dates: 4. 6, 7 and 8. Lucky numbers: 
5 апа 8. Favourable directions : . 
South and East. 


AQUARIUS (January 21 
— February 19) [he 
Stellar portents are 
. Somewhat conflicting. 
However, some good 
including inheritance ang 


fortune 
new friends are forecast. This is an 
opportune moment for asking favours 


of employers and relatives. Court- 
ship and marriage are in the offing. 
Financial benefits through elders are 
forecast. Your health will not pose 
problems. Good dates: 2, 5, 7 
and- 8. Lucky numbers: 1 and 6. 
Favourable direction: West. 


PISCES (February 20 — 
March 20) Use tact 
and circumspection in 
all your dealings. Pat- 
lence and courage are 
required to combat the problems on 
the domestic and professional 
fronts. Do not embark on new ven- 
tures. Enterprise and good sense 
should show the way. Do not take 
unnecessary risks, Children will con- 
tribute to your happiness. Good: 
dates: 5, 7 and 8. Lucky numbers: 


7 and 9, Favourable  olrection: 
South-west, 
M. B. RAMAN 


"Anaein is a big help 
Sor quick relief from 

the miseries of colds 

and flu" 


says Nurse Natalia D'Souza 


* Regd. TM 


What causes colds and fiu? 


Air-borne viruses from infected persons 
spread colds and flu. Normally, the 
body resists these viruses. But over- 
exertion or under-nourishment weak- 
ens the body and lowers resistance to 
infection. 


What are the symptoms? 


Bodyache, heaviness in the head, 
sneezing and a runny nose. Flu is often 
accompanied by shivering, discomfort 
and sweating. Cough, sore throat, loss 
of appetite and fatigue may follow. 


Can it lead to complitations? 


Neglected cases may lead to pneumonia 


and infection of the upper respiratory 
tract. 


India’s m 


ost popular pain-reliever 
.From the Anacin Division of Geoffrey Manners 


- Vital facts about Colds and Flu 
and how to fight these ailments 


How does Anacin help? 


Anacin relieves the misery of colds and 
flu. Anacin is strong—it contains more 
of the pain-reliever doctors most 
recommend all over the world. Anacin 
is trusted by millions. It is a com- 
bination of medicines like a doctor's 
trusted prescription. So at the first 
signs of cold or. flu take Anacin four 
times a day. 


What else should you do? 

9 Drink plenty of fluids, boiled water, 
orange or sweet lime juice 

9 Eat nourishing foods 

9 Rest adequately 

9 Gargle with antiseptic or salt water 

9 Keep rooms properly ventilated 
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б Stop bad breath... 
( fight tooth decay with 
Colgate Dental Cream 


Brush your teeth with 


Colgate after every meal. 

4 It protects you Just the 

| Way dentists recommend 
| all over the world. 


Bacteria grow in food 
Particles left between your 
teeth. These can cause 
bad odour, and later— 

! painful decay. 

j So always brush the 
Colgate way right after 
eating. It's proven most 

effective to freshen your 

breath, whiten your teeth 
and fight decay. 


buy Colgate than 
any other toothpaste 
in the world! 


à Onlya dentist can giveyou 
_ better dental care. & 


For cleaner, fresher breath 
and whiter teeth more people 


How Colgate's trusted 
formula works 


Odour and decay 
causing bacteria 
grow in food 

H Darticles trapped 
=} between your 
teeth. 


Colgate's unique 
active foam 

gj reaches deep to 

Bj remove dangerous 
d food particles 
and bacteria, 


The result: - 
attractive white 
teeth; fresh 

breath confidence, 
protection against 
decay. 


lete dental care use 
ard Toothbrushes. 


guard against dental plaque and 
. guard gums. B varieties to suit 
everyone in your family, 
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chess 


Harris (Black) 


Finn (White) to move 
Position after Black's 21st move 


The Varsity Match 


THE ANNUAL duel between Oxford and 
Cambridge is one of the longest running 
fixtures in chess today, with a history dating 
back to 1873. But for the occasional tire- 
some World War, the sequence of matches 
has been uninterrupted since that date. This К 
year's event was sponsored by Lloyd's Bank 
and played in London at the RAC Club—an 
excellent venue for the match. 

A couple of curious facts about the Var- 
Sity Match. Firstly it is the only chess match 
in England to be reported regularly in the 
Soviet media—British counter-espionage 
take note. Secondly, almost every member 
of the English team has played in a Varsity 
Match. Clearly this event provides a useful 
pointer towards the future constitution of 
our national team. 

Evidently dissatisfied with only having 
won the last nine successive meetings, 
Cambridge (rather unsportingly) extended 
the sequence to ten, though not without 
difficulty. In fact the final result was in doubt 
until the very last moment. 


CAMBRIDGE OXFORD 
‘Oxford had White on the odd numbered 
boards) 

1. S. Taulbut 1 4 D. Macpherson 

2. C. Crouch 1 2 P. Sowray 

3. S. Knott 1 0 М. Benjamin 

4. M. Pagden ) ¥ J. Branford 

5. K. Harris 0 1 S.Finn 

6. A. Berry 1 О P. Carey 

7. J. Friedland 0 1 C. Hill 

8. Jane Anson 1 0 Annette Rogers 
4 3} 


The inclusion of a ladies' board is a very 
welcome and recent introduction. However, 
male supremacy must have the last word, so 
the rules are that the ladies' result only 
counts if {е men's match ends in a 
tle—which is precisely what happened. So 
in the final analysis it was Jane Anson of 
Trinity Hall who eventually carried the day 
for Cambridge. 

Still, Oxford need not be too downhearted 
about the result. It was the most closely 
contested for many years and Oxford dia 
have the consolation of producing the best 
game of the match on board 5. 

White: S. Finn (Pembroke College, Oxford). 
Black: K, Harris (Queens College, Cam- 
bridge). French Defence. 

1. P—K4, P—K3; 2. Р—04, P—04;3. N—Q2, 
N—KB3; 4. P—K5, KN—Q2; 5. В—03, 
P—QB4; 6. P—QB3, N—QB3; 7. N—K2, 
РхР; 8. PxP, P—B3; 9. Px P, Nx BP; 10. 
N—KB3, B—03; 11. B—KB4. A sound Idea, 
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exchanging Black's best minor piece. 
11...., Bx B; 12. Nx B, Q—03; 13. 2—02; 
; 14. N—K2, White must play with care. 
14. 0—0? N—K5! would cost him a piece. 
14... ., P—K4; 15. PxP, NxP; 16. Nx N, 
OxN; 17. 0—0, NNSA rash decentral- 
isation for which he is soon punished. 
Correct is 17. . . „ B-—84 when White's. 
advantage is minimal. 
18. N—N3, B—K3; 19. QR—K1, Q—83; 
19...., О—ОЗ was necessary. Now he loses 
material. 
20. P—KR3! N—R3; Not 20... ., N—K4? 21. 
N—R5 and the knight is lost. 
21. N—R5, Q—B2; (DIAGRAM) 22. NxPI 
For if 22. <.. K x N, then 23. Q—N5+, K—R1; 
24. Охм. 
22... QxN; 23. RxB, N—8B4; 24. Bx N, 
AxB; 25. KR—K1. With an extra pawn and 
an iron grip on the.K file, the rest is 
academic. 3 
2 ; R—N4; 28. P—KN3, R—KB1; 27. 
Q—A3; 28. Q—K3, Р—05; 29. Qx P, 
QxP; 30. Q-B4+, K—R1; 31. Q—B3+ 
kqueshing Black's last.hope, a sacrifice on 


31...., K—N1; 32. RKB, Rx R; 33. Rx R+, 
K—82; 34. Q—K3, Q—02;35. Qx A, Kx R; 
36. Q—N8+. Resigns. 
MICHAEL STEAN 
————————————— 
bridge 

—_— a ŘŘÁ 
I DO NOT normally revive hands that have 
been used in this column during the recent 
past, but this one will bear a second look on 


its merits and because Robert Sheehan has 
added a most interesting gloss 


Dealer, South. E-W vulnerable. 
aK 


R—K7, 


5 

VAK752 
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483 N ^07 
vQ4 WE 94296 
@KQ74 S Ф А8632 
4ÀJ8742 4AQ9 

4AJ109642 

¥ 10 

= 

* 1063 


In the South American championships 
South opened Three Spades, North raised 
to Four Spades, and West led ¥ Q, won by 
dummy's. King. The declarer ruffed a 
diamond and ran the 10 of spades, to avoid 
‘West gaining an entry to lead through dum- 
my's King of clubs. 1 

It looks -natural for East to return a 
diamond, but this gives the declarer no 
problem: he ruffs, draws trumps, and runs 
9? 10, losing at most a spade, a heart and a 
club. 

Henry Tarrab, sitting East, kept the game 
alive by returning a far from obvious card, 
the 9 of clubs, which ran to dummy's King. 
Declarer can make the contract now if he 
plays Ace and another heart, because if the 
defenders do not continue clubs the King of 
spades will draw the outstanding trumps. 
Not knowing that the trumps were 2-2. 
South led several rounds of spades, arriving 
at this position: 


ec N 
d E 

K 
J 


© 


о 
Posed 
> > < 


7 


When 4 2 was led, West threw 4 7 and 
East completed a fine defence by discard. 
Ing the Ace of clubs, the only saving card. 


But East could have done even better! 
Study the effect of returning the Jack of 
hearts when in with Ф Q. This defeats any 
line of play by the declarer. 

The Second Dally Tele Bridge 
Quiz, by G. C. H. Fox (Robert Hale, £3-95) is 
derived from Fox's popular Christmas com- 
petitions. The section on declarer's play 
relies rather heavily on elimination techni- 
que, but there are excellent hands ій the 
section on defence. 


TERENCE REESE 


stamps. 


WHEN this stamp, showing a wood-burning 
locomotive complete with cow-catcher, was 
issued in the Central American republic of 
Honduras іп 1898, the Honduras National 
Railway was a narrow-gauge line running 
about 40 miles south from Puerto Cortes. on 
the Atlantic coast It had been Intended as 
an international shcrt cut across the 
isthmus to the Pacific but a $20 million loan 
raised in Lcndon and París to fínance it wes 
diverted by the Honduran commissioners to 
less aitruistic purposes. Even the stretch of 
line actually built was in poor Shape and far , 
from straight, for the contractors were paid 
by the mile, so that they profited at every 
turn. Although the locomotive stamps have 
never been expensive, a complete set of 8 
Still costing only about £2, forgeries ware 
made. mainly to include in cheap packets 
for young collectors. 


A POPULAR attraction for holidaymakers in ^ 
Cornwall, the Old Post Office at Tintagel 
was probably built during the 14th century 
as a manor-house. its name Is a misnomer, 
for it was used as a post office only between 
1844 and 1892. The owner then decided to 
sell it for redevelopment, but it fortunately 
escaped the fate of other old buildings in 
Tintagel because a group of local artists, led 
by Miss Catherine Johns, bought it and ' 
resold it in 1900 to the National Trust for 
£100. To raise funds for its upkeep, the 
Trust sells four stamp-like labels. The 5p 
label has a view of the Old Post Office itself. 
Other. designs feature the oak-leaf emblem 
of the National Trust and a portrait of 
Octavia Hill, the Victorian social reformer. 
who helped to found the National Trust in 
1895. Although they have no postal validity, 
{Кө labels may be stuck on postcards to be | 
cancelled at the Old Post Office with a — 
distinctive postmark. Ee 
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modella 


CREATES A PERFECT BLEND 
: of elegance and comfort 
When it comes to your suitings, it's the 


blend of worsted wool and ‘Terene’ 
that really matters. 


mete tnn meme S s see 
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In a man’s world of fashions, 
where trends are fast changing 
from conventional to casual, 
modella keeps pace,with a 
selection of shades, designs and 
softer finishes. 


That's what puts modella in 
line with international suitings. 
modella suitings lend a style 
to the lion im you, 
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I NO ? 
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WAIT UNTIL WE IT'S ALWAYS AN EMOTIONAL EE TEEN 
ALL GET SETTLED EXPERIENCE TO HEAR TAPS AP 
IN OUR SLEEPING PLAYED JUST BEFORE «OU HEE HEE | 

BAGS... THEN 60 TO SLEEP... J 


60 RIGHT AHEAD 


The contentment 
of the 
sunset hour 


You've lived too long in.the you have all the time in the 
4f. midst of life's hustle bustle. a world for spoiling your gran 
# | You've worked and worried. children and money enough 
‚ Your shoulders are bent with to get them little toys? Money | 
| the responsibilities you have is the last thing on your mind. | - 
4 carried. Now shadows Your Nirantara Deposit with |. 
Я lengthen and the body yearns Canara Bank pays you an — 
_ | for rest. And when grand adequate sum every month. 
| children clamour for stories And your capital is intact with | 
"| and treats, aren't you glad you Canara Bank for the day you 
| planned and saved towards want it. It must have been an | 
Я | this day? Aren't you happy auspicious day--... the day you | 
: | stepped into Canara Bank, 
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BRILLIANT 
IS BETTER 


STUDENTS THROUGHOUT THE 
LENGTH & BREADTH OF THE LAND 
ARE DISCOVERING THE SUPERIOR 
VALUES OF 


BRILLIANT'S 
POSTAL TUITIONto: 
ШТ Entrance Exam 


© Sheer bulk, but all grain, no chaff. 

© Structured to suit all levels of students. 
No student below our notice. 
None above our concern. 

© No abridgement of theory base. 
Fundamentals thoroughly explained 

@ Preponderance of problems of 
endless variations 


© And above all, the FAEXFILE] 
= BRILLIANT TUTORIALS 
12 Masilamani Mudali St, T. Nagar, 
Madras-600 017, Phone: 442099 


DITE ID TFET тзлгн елдун oy 
FILE Jis achoice collection of 250 intricate innovative 
problems in Physics, the deciding factor in this Exam. 


r" ШШШ ШИ БШШ БЫШ M Вашаш ШЕШ ШЕШ 
The Most Spectacular 
| Political Come-Back Story І 


| INDIRA GANDHI | 
RETURNS | 


Khushwant Singh 


{ The story of Indira Gandhi's incredible 
1 return to the centre-stageoflndian politics. 


reasons for his consistent support and 
reveals Mrs, Gandhi's views on 


* Emergency & Censorship: 
In Retrospect 


Khushwant Singh convincingly tells the { : 


* Would She Reimpose { 
D ` Emergency 
* Her Analysis of the | 
КЕ. Singh Janata mis-rule 
{ е | * Why did She Support & { 

. then topple.Charan Singh 
* The President's Action - 
* The Sanjay Factor 
Ж The Special Courts: 
Would She { 
Prosecute Her Rivals 
Rs. 35/- * The National Agenda: | 


What would She Do 
Post free by V.P.P. Now 3 


i Vision Books _ й 
L 36-C, Connaught Place, New Delhi-110001 
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BOMBAY: “Canards?” exploiting 
human susceptibility to superstition 
are being spread by “vested interests” 
to ruin the plastic bangle industry, 
according to the President of the 
Plastic Bangle Manufacturers’ Asso- 
ciation, Mr  Bogilal Gandhi. The 
“insidious campaign” һу non-plastic 
bangle groups would have people be- 
lieve that the husbands of women 
wearing plastic bangles and the bro- 
thers of spinsters would die, Mr 
Gandhi told a press conference. The 
campaign had "spread panic" and hit 
plastic bangle sales. Mr Gandhi said the 
association had written to the Prime 
Minister, Mr Charan Singh, request- 
ing an investigation into the campaign 
—The Hindu (S. Varadarajan, Bhilai) 


BANGALORE: At a village in Sirsi 
taluk of North Kanara district .the 
people do not want to take medicines 
from a doctor couple posted at the 
Government dispensary there just be- 
cause they are Harijans. This was 
У stated by Мг К. Н, Ranganath, Agri- 
[3 cultural Minister, while inaugurating 
the Karnataka State convention 
against authoritarianism and commun- 
. alism. The Minister decried the atti- 
tude of the villagers and said they 
must give it up. The  doctor-couple 
had been asked to continue to serve 
! the village and had been assured of 
protection. Husband and wife have to 
be posted to the sare place, accord- 
ing to Government policy—The Hindu 
(S. L. Prasanna Kumar, Bangalore) 


RAIPUR: One million of Surguja 
district’s population of 1.3 million in 
the Chhattisgarh region of MP are 
et to see a railway engine, although 
it was introduced in India 125 years 
ago. Revealing this to newsmen, Mr 
Samar Vijay Singh, president of the 
Surguja Lok Dal, demanded the con- 
struction of the 210ükm  Bushampur 
(Surguja)-Barudadih (Bihar) railway 
line, which had been sanctioned by 
the Janata Government — Times of 
India (K. P. Sharma, Dhanbad) 


BROACH: Three kilograms of hair, 
teeth and bones were removed from 
the stomach of an Adivasi woman by 
a surgeon at the  Rajipipla hospital 
near here, The 20-year-old Adivasi 
woman was admitted to the hospital 


| Illustration /Ahi Bhusan Malik 
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after she complained of a Severe sto- 
mach pain. She is reportedly рго- 
gressing well—Times of India (Wasi 
Bilgrami, Sahibganj) 


SHIKARIPUR: A case of a woman 
living by tea has been reported from 
4 village near here. The only source 
of sustenance for Shivamma (50) of 
egur, near here, for the last 15 years 
has been tea, it is claimed, Shivamma, 
who is Said to be physically active and 
Works in fields, consumes only a few 
cups of tea a day, it is said. The case 
came to light when the woman was 
admitted to the hospital here for a 
medical check-up—Deccan Herald, (H. 
Munti, Bangalore) 


MADRAS: A ruling Party member, 


Mr Pannal Sethuraman, complained 
to the Speaker of the Tamil Nadu 
Assembly that he found a three inch 
nail in -his seat. He displayed the 
nail and a pencil which he said was 
also in his seat. The member said 
that he had found the nail in his Seat 
and that he had ignored it. The 


Speaker, Mr Munu Adhi, said he 
would look into the matter, if the 
member gave a written complaint. 


The Leader of the House, Mr К. Mano- 
haran, said that the Speaker should 
acquire the nail and the pencil from 
the member as they had become the 
House property—The Hindu (V. M. S 
Ramakrishnan, Coimbatore) 


SONEPUR: A railway engine ran on 
the track without any driver and de. 
railed after hitting the diesel-tank 
pipeline which burst and over 6,000 
litres of diesel were destroyed. The 
damage to the locomotive and loss of 
diesel accounted for a loss of Rs 5 
lakhs to the N. E. Railway. An in- 
quiry has been ordered into the acci- 
dent — The Indian Notion (Pradeep 
Kumar Mathur, Patna) 


ROURKELA: An actor playing the 
role of a constable found himself in 
the police station here as accused. 
Seemingly overwhelmed by the ap- 
plause he received from the audience 
for depicting exploitation during 
authoritarian rule, he came out of the 
stage at the end of the drama without 
changing his uniform. Finding the 
Superintendent of police without uni- 
form in the crowd, he frivolously 
tried to arrest him. The SP ordered 
the police inspector present there to 
take him to the police staion, where 
he was charged wih impersonation. 
When the SP asked for two cups of: 
tea the policemen on duty served only 
the SP and refused to extend the 
courtesy .to the visiting ‘constable’. 


The 'guest constable' then reyealed his 
identity — Balakrishna Das,an, Oriya 
film actor. The drama was staged by 
the Ganjam Kala Parishad, Barham- 
pur — The Statesman (Rai Mohan Das, 
Orissa) 
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without comment 


HE (Sikandar Bakht) is neither a 
Hindu nor a Muslim. He is just |. 
a self-centred person — The Imam | | 
of Jama Masji d 


I AM a fakir, a servant of my | 
God, my country and my cnm | 
nity — The Imam of Jama Masjid 


I AM not a career politician, I | 
dont want a promotion — Devaraj | _ 


INDIA is a very substandard coun 
try and Indians have very sub- 

standard minds and there can be 
many approaches to an election. 
I want to fight the elections in the 
American style — I. S. Johar 


WHEN а minority community 
asks for its rights it is called 
communal but when one commu- 
nity denies the minority its rights, 
it is not accused of being com- 
munal — Mohammed Koya, Ke- 
1226 Muslim Legaue Chief Minis- 
er 


FOR e ш people of the 
country, Sanjay is a non-issue — 
Mrs Gandhi 


MR RAJ NARAIN has progressed 
from bufoonery to insanity — Ram 
Krishna Hegde 


I DON'T feel aged at all I still 
have the mind of a child—Bombay 
film actor, Dharmendra 


MOTHER Teresa is proof that a 
small star's. twinkling becomes 
more noticeable as the night grows 
darker — Newsweek 


AS shortterm Chief Minister of ` 
Uttar Pradesh, he (Charan Singh) 
earned a longterm reputation for 
despising women — § 
Mohan 


I AM the Raj Narain of the Nato- 
nal Party. They can’t keep me 
quiet — I. S. Johar 


I ENJOY hitting out and love pe. 
ing hit back — Utpal Dutt, Cal 
cutta theatre personality and film 
acor 


WE have been in the Opposition 
for years but E did not tear court 
records ar abuse magistrates— 
Atal Behari Vajpayee 
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nthe World with us. 
e know the way. 


Many ways, in fact. From both 
Delhi and Bombay. Via our 
fleet of 747's. 


From Delhi 


We fly west-bound five times 
weekly. Twice a week non-stop to 
Frankfurt. Twice a week through 
Karachi.Once a week through 
Bahrain. And every flight continues 
on to London and New York. We 
also have regularly scheduled 
cast-bound flights to Bangkok, 
Hong Kong, Tokyo and Los Angeles. 


From Bombay 

And now you can fly to either 
London or Hong Kong from 
Bombay, too. We have twice a week 
non-stops west-bound to Frankfurt 
and on to London and New York. 
And east-bound flights twice a week 


to Bangkok, Hong Kong, Tokyo and 
Los Angeles. 


Three classes of service 


And when you fly the world 
from either Delhi or Bombay, choose 
the class that's best for you. 
Luxurious First Class, with the 
exclusive reclining Sleeperette seats. 

Or the Business Class— the 
special section of the plane created 
puces for business travellers. 

ith an empty seat beside you 
possible, and a choice of 


Pay. So, see your "Travel A 
and suggest Pan Am. 
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The Agfa Isoly-lI takes perfect 
snapshots at close range. Set 
the aperture to f/8 to get just 

[ the right amount of light to 


iS the film. Set the shutter speed 
ids at 1/30 second, just fast 
Mw enough to avoid camera 
2313 1 shake. Shoot from a distance 
E | 


of 3 m. on slow film—125 
1 ASA—for greater sharpness. 


| The result? A perfect close-up 
| In : Svery time, 


ISOLY-II 


The Agfa Isoly-II is a great 
all-round camera. You simply 
adjust settings, distance and 
film to freeze a sports scene 
forever, capture every detail, 
near or distant, of a 
landscape or take a perfect 
picture in dim, soft light. 


The Agfa Isoly-II is built to 
German specifications and 
undergoes over 100 exacting 
tests. See this fine camera 


Les 


Soon at your friendly Agfa 
dealer. 


Distributors: 3 


AGFA-GEVAERT INDIA LIMITE 

Branches: Bombay » New Delhi 

Calcutta • Madras 9 
Registered Trademark of Agfa-Gevaert 

Antwerp Leverkusen, Manufacturers of 

Photographic Products, 


5 TR for professional results. 


SIMOES/AG/A/78 41 


atate Museum, Hazratganj. Lucknow 


L1 
\ А 


Digitized by Sarayu Foundation Trust, Delhi and е 


Fashion fabrics that are captivating, durable and comfortable. 


Created specially for you by Binny's fabric expertise. 
=> 
=> 


An ever increasing range of colours, designs, 
plains and prints to suit your varied tastes. 
polyester blends | 


Binny blends for all occasions. 
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Allwyn Prince 


Only Allwyn has 
the Roll- Bond Freezer. 
For faster, more efficient cooling. 


Time it and see! 


Our Roll Bond Freezer is absolutely 
unique. Here the cooling tubes are not 
placed outside the freezer as in other 
fridges. They're integrated into the 
freezer walls, Naturally, Cooling takes 
place much faster. Ice cubes form much 
quicker. And the overall operating efficiency of the 
compressor is significantly improved. Today, only Allwyn 
offers you this feature. That's why it's called the 

Quicker Cooler. 

Other advanced Allwyn features are: 

Auto-defrost with a self-draining tray & 

High-efficiency, noiseless, super-compressor @ 
Crack-proof, high impact polystyrene liner ө 

A cleverly designed interior for optimum space usage ® 
Free laminated table top e 


3 And remember this : Allwyn is the only Indian fridge with 
over 30 years of experience behind it. 


Se merci estes 


HALLWYN 


Better living starts with Allw 
yn. 
The Hyderabad Allwyn Metal Works Limited: 
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| | Caste kills 
ТЕ refers to your cover story on 
Parasbigha and Dohiya by Saumi- 
tra Banerjee and Arun Ranjan (“A 
cry of terror’, February 17) I fee] 
the Government and other political 
Organisations should try to identify 
the root cause of such sad incidents: 
how do meek and simple villagers 
turn suddenly violent? One thing is 
clear—that Bihar is irretrievably 
divided on caste lines, and this is 
he.ping the feudal lords. A similar 
incident occurred later at Punpun, in 
Pipra village on February 25, All 
those attacked were harijans again. 
Ant Kumar Ojha, Motihari. 


RECENT happenings at Parasbigha 
and Doniya have seriously threatened 
the very foundations of democracy 
and the federal structure: if the state 
Eovernments fail to discharge their 
Own du.ies of preserving law and 
Order, the peopie will be bound to 
lose conhdence in them and naturally 
turn to the Centre for redress, 

Gau.am Kumar Sinha, Calcutta. 


THE report mentions that the Sup- 


Blurred images 


Y attention has been drawn to 
The TV Spots Muddle" (Febru- 
5), 1 am surprised to note that 
cation of the Ananda Bazar 
ich has a matchless repu- 
ving the highest ethi- 
| the profession of 
allowed the publica- 
and malicious insi- 
ar 


has writ 
r as the Nate 


ed with what 


R ours verdict was dishonoured 
by Ra Niranjan Sharma, who was 
murdered. What action did the Bihar 
Government take to protect the 
Court's verdict? If such action had 
been taken, I am sure the gruesome 
murder would not have occured, 
After all, it is the duty of the Gov- 
ernment, Central or State, £o imple- 
ment court orders, It is useless 
spending taxpayers’ money on law 
courts if their verdicts are dishonour- 
ed by the governments themselves. 
Randendra Mukherjee, Siliguri. 


WHAT really surprises me ts that in 
a country which gave birth to huma- 
nists like Kabir, Guru Nanak, Sankar 
dev and Vivekananda humay lite 
itself seems worthless. We indians 
claim to be a pious people, in spite 
of genocides committed repeatedly in 
the пате of caste, religion апа 
language. In reality, it is vested in- 
terests Паў are to blame for all these. 
Opportunists who call themselves 
leaders are gambling with the lives 
of innocent citizens. 

Prateep Sen Gupta, Digboi, 


THOUGH caste hatred has a major 
role in the butchery, the fact is that 
as long as India remains a Party- 
based democracy, nothing can rid her 
of this cancerous social trait. The 
possibility of communists exploiting 
the situation is also imminent. 

K. S. Raman, New Delhi, 


THE memory of Parasbigha had 


hardly faded when Pipra wag an 
flames, Again harijans were the 
victims of this carnage. It is said 


Pipra is an area infested with Naxa- 
lites and criminals. The harijans 
were persecuted by them since long. 
Khan Basera, Patna. 


See our Pipra report—Editor 


JUST as I was reading your cover 
story on Parasbigha and Dohiya, I 
came to know about the incident at 
Pipra. Quite irrationally, I started 
counting on my fingers the number 
of carnages Bihar had seen in a brief 
one year, 

Chandrashekhar Dubey, Bhagalpur. 


nal Council of Advertising Agencies 
(NCAA) of which I happen to be the 
President, is concerned, it is a most 
respectable and fully recognised orga- 
nisation. All the 46 agencies which 
are members of NCAA are accredi- 
ted to the IENS as well as the Gov- 
ernment of India, No single non- 
recognised agency is a full-fledged 
or associate member of NCAA. 
NCAA is also the only professional 
body that organised the National 
Advertising Congress in India most 
Successfully. It is singularly dedica- 
ted to the Cause of raising the stan- 

ards of advertising in India. There- 
ore, the insinuations of the author 
with regard to NCAA are wholly un- 


n 


Reason eclipsed 


HAVE gone through the reports 0h 
ihe eclipse by Raghu Rai, Nirma] 
Mitra and Ajoy Bose. The display of 
ignorance and stupidity оп the 
occasion of the total solar eclipse by 
even men in responsible positions hag 
made us the laughing stock of the 
civilised world,  Pseudo-scientific re. 
ports on the hazards of watching the 
eclipse in the Press and the radio 
Credted a situation of near-panic,, 
During the eclipse, streets were das. 
erted as people everywhere shut 
themselves indoors. And we talk of 
nuclear energy and space research] 
Gautam Kumar Sinha, Calcutta, 
RAGHU RAI's photographs of the 
eclipse were excellent. The text by 
Mr Mitra describes beautifully the 
Setting and impressions of the event: 
ful day at Konarak. 
Shirsanka, Calcutta, 


MR MITRA has successfully brought 
out the anti-social and irrational 
nature of the practice of “pollution” 
among caste-conscious Hindus, ft js 
aiso clear that All India Radio was 
more keen on propagating religious 
fallacies rather than presenting 
Scientific explanations. It would be 
pertinent to quote Bertrand Russell: 
"Fear is the main source of supersti- 
tion and one of the main sources of 
cruelty. To conquer fear is the begin- 
ning of wisdom, in the pursuit of 
truth as in the endeavour after a 
worthy manner of life," 

V. A. Poonkodi Selvan, Thiruvaiyaru. 


THE eclipse provided welcome relief 
for those of us fed up with politics. 
This ‘celestial ldadshedding' eclipsed 
all the contemporary brouhaha, from 
Ayatollah Khomeini to Assam aliens. 
In one of his brilliant essays, “On 
comets", Bertrand Russell wrote 
about man's curiosity in the past over 
the *appearance" and “disappearance 
of comets. The fact is comets never 
appear or disappear, They are made 
to by superstitious men. 

Roma and Arindam Ghosh, Nagpur. 


justified and uncalled for. ў 

Vishwanath, President, The National 

COUR of Advertising Agencies, New 
elhi. 


Ashish Rajadhyaksha replies: 
1) Almost all the agencies known 
to have struck it rich after the 
new accreditation rules do in 
fact belong to the National Coun- 
cil of Advertising Agencies. 
The NCAA has refused to support 
the Advertising Agencies Associa 
tion of India in fighting a poly 
that is demonstrably detrimenta 
to the interests of all above-boari 
agencies, small or big. 3) The "Б 
posing sounding number of 4 
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members that the NCAA talks of 
contains ‘practically none of the 
more repuled agencies, and the 
combined billing of all 46 cannot 
be over 10 per cent of the total 
business placed wilh the media 
annually, some 130 crores. 

One is nol trying to say that 
the 46 agencies do not have a 
right to slart their own organisa- 
tion. One is not—and this is im- 
porlant—trying to side with the 
AAAI in anything more than the 
limiled pointed of the particular 
issue. In fact, lack of space for- 
bade me from writing some more 
about the erstwhile racketeering 
of the very people who are so 
righteously renouncing corruption 
in the new system, 

_Instead of so righteously accu- 
sma me of ‘baseless and malicious 
insinuations’ and similar high rhe- 
toric Mr Vishwanath might well 
have spent his time more fruit- 
fully by explaining just why his 
group has refused to side with the 
AAAI. At least that might have 
put to rest the suspicion that the 
only reason could be the benefits 
the new system appears to Offer 
some of its 46 members. 


THE article has focused very effec- 
tively the racket going on at Bombay 
and Delhi Doordarshan in regard to 
the time allotted for the commercial 
advertisements and the priority in 
bookings, As alleged’ in the article, 
it is very shocking that the I and B 
Ministry is giving a boost to such 
backdoor methods of booking adver- 
tisements. We, on behalf of the 
viewers, small manufacturers and 
small agencies demand an enquiry. 
Members of the opposition Parties 
in Parliament should also ask for a 
thorough enquiry and help stop this 
menace, otherwise the genuine and 
small agencies which do not want to 
be a part of such tactics may suffer. 
Ultimately the middle and small 
manufacturers will find it very diffi- 
cult to advertise their products with 
a limited budget. 

Nikhil Buch, Convener, Bombay 
росс shan: Darshak Sangh, Bom- 
ay. 


What next ? 


HE book review “Domes of for- 
tune” in the February 17 issue 
was marvellous, Is your next pick the 
“Pillars of glory”? 
Chandra Shekhar, Allahabad. 


1 HAD occasion to go through Alan 
Brien's hook, “Domes of fortune” 
some pictures from which were 
brought out in SUNDAY under the 
heading “Keeping abreast of the 
times’, The book is a narrative ot 
ihe varieties of female breasts as 
Seen from different — angies. In 
Sanskrit classics, especially Kalidas!s 
Kumarasamphuwan and Vatsyayan’s 
Kamasutra, the description of female 
breasts in far more captivating. At 
one point it is said that when Brahma 
(the creator) conceived of the idea of 


THE article is Obviously 'sponsored' 
and is a crude attempt by the few 
big advertising agencies to pressu- 
Tite the authorities to end the ‘time 
rationing’ scheme so that the mono- 
polistic strangehold of the agencies 
over TV commercials is perpetuated. 
That the author has indulged in lies 
and half4ruths is evident from the 
following: Neither the author nor 
anybody else visited our firm, AD- 
WEL, nor have we ever offered to 
"manage" bookings with Chitrahaar 
out of turn to any advertisers; the 
author alleges that agencies like ours 
Sprang up only during 1979 when 
the booking position of TV commer- 
cials became very acute. In fact, 
ADWEL got accreditation in 1975 
and prior to 1979 ADWEL booking 
of TV commercials was about Rs 
five lakhs a year. It is now only 
about Rs two lakhs; the article says 
that ADWEL specialises in outdoor 
advertising like hoardings. Is it a 
crime or is there any ban that out- 
door agencies cannot do TV adverti- 
sing. It will ‘shock’ the author to 
know that some of our Radio and 
TV Spots have won appreciation 
from even advertisers whose accounts 
are heing handled by big agencies; 
and we do not know anything about 
ADWEL being a member of NCAA 
which, according to the author, has 
been formed by the 'inner circle of 
agencies'. 

The booking already sent by five 
big agencies for April 1980 totals 
up to more time than the total time 
available over TV commercials, This 
fact alone demonstrates that the 
monopoly racket of big agencies 
must be busted by schemes like ‘time 
rationing’. Small agencies and adver- 
tisers warn the I and B Ministry to 
be aware of such blackmailing 
attempts because already the Mini- 
Stry has succumbed, wittingly or un- 
wittingly to the lobbying by the big 
agencies by deciding to double the 
telecasting charges for Still Spots— 
a policy which may squeeze out both 
the small agencies and advertisers 
from doing TV commercials because 
most of the Still Spots are booked 
by them. 

D. Sabharwal, ADWEL, Delhi. 


creating woman, he prepared a com- 
pound after decades of research, and 
lovingly named it Saunaaryam 
(beauty). After shaping all other parts 
of the female form, he was still left 
‘with some matter that he thought of 
using in the best possible way. He 
pondered for a while, smiled, mould- 
ed the matter into two bowls, and 
stuck them on two sides of the 
woman’s chest. He gazed at the creat- 
ion and admired it. Nowhere has the 
prominence and charm of female 
breasts been better described as in 
Indian classics. No less immortal 
than the poets were the gifted yet 
unsung sculptors who carved their 
dream figures in stone. Breasts dis- 
play all the varied charms of woman- 
hood. Brien's book failed to bring 
this impression through. 

Shivanath Prasad, Muzaffarpur. 
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Brute force — 


M* blood boiled as I read the re- 

port “Brutality at Narainpur” 
(February 10) about the murders, rape 
and other acts of barbarism by the 
police of Independent India, The in- 
cident will remain a black spot in the 
history of the Indian Police force, 
which is notorious for its brutality, 
corruption and partisanship, anyway. 
The atrocities by caste Hindus on the 
landless harijans were definitely com: 
mitted with the active connivance of 
the police. The reason for such be- 
haviour is perhaps a belief that no 
government will ever take action 
K. Ramu, Bangalore. 


THE  Narainpur outrage was far 
worse than any communal or caste 
riot. Here the guardians of law and 
order were the criminals, Policemen, 
especially those belonging to the UP 
Provincial Armed Constabulary, are 
notorious for criminal activities. In^ 
her book Reason Ruined, Primila 
Lewis, who was once a prisoner of the 
Delhi Police, gives an authentic first- 
hand account of police barbarities, in- 
cluding the rape of petty women 
criminals. Cruelty is a general rule 
with the police all over the country, - 
Kuntala Datta, Calcutta, 


Maiden show 


IOUSJI writes in Khaas Baat 
(December 30, 1979) about Hema 
Malini that: “...she had bared her. 
pretty shoulders for her very first 
» film Sapnon ka Saudagar”. Incidental 
ly, this was not Hema's first film. Her 
first film was in Tamil: ЕШ 
Sakhyam, made in 1962 when she 
SEE girl of 14 (born October 16, 
1948) 


Samir Kumar Sutradhar, Khutapura. 


Fun ? None 


[НЕ total of the digits of 1980 is 
nine. Add nine to the total of 

the digits of any number 
you will get the same result. 
There will be no difference. The 
“interesting feature’ (“Fun with 
numbers", Opinion, February 70) 
Mr Ghosh has noticed is not true for 
1980 alone but any year whose 
digital total is nine. Judging by the 


and 


standard of the  brainteaser, 1 
shouldn’t be surprised tq see you. $ 
publish ones like: “Think up a 


number add eight to it, subtract eieh, 
and you get the same number.” 
T. S. Venkataramani, Madras. 


“FUN with numbers” was not fun 
for me. One should know that all | 
pure numbers are between zero and 
nine, The rest are combinations of | 
these numbers. Hence, adding any 
digit with nine will always add u 
the same number: thus 9 plus 
equals 10, and one plus z 
Jagdish Rawat, Kanpur. 


til; Janata is a 

creature. Jt quarrels 

when in power, it splits 

when out of power. и 

has disproved two com- 
mon theories : power is a great 
cementing force and adversity makes 
„strange bed-fellows. This fact alone 
shoud be enough to prove that 
there must be some important socio- 
economic reasons for even the resi- 
aual Janata to split. 

The trageuy of well-wishers of the 
Janata is tnat it is sougat to be kept 
together on the basis of only demo- 
In 1980, democracy alone 


cracy. 
1 cannot Бе the basis of а political 
X Party. It could have been, had com- 


plete social, economic and political 
tranquillity been prevailing in the 
country. But it is not. In many 
areas, the conflict of interests bet- 
ween different social groups has 
assumed such proportions that it is 
not possible to harmonise the inter- 
ests. Such conflicts can. be resolved 
in favour of those sections which 
sucoged in capturing political power. 
Parties are instruments to capture 
power and democracy is the frame- 
work in which this power is used. It 
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is also a painful reality tha 

to 50 per çent of the people ta 

below the poverty line and with UN 

aggressive social order under whit 
i 


Harijans are burnt alive and cu] ad 


go scot free, democracy has lini 
meaning for a majority of our pe ttl 

While democracy alone cae 
become the basis of a politica] Pat 
it can certainly become the basi 
a movement. It is said that i 
return of Mrs Gandhi has once and 
made democracy a central issue E 
[ndia. This 15, perhaps, an о n 
reaction. With Mrs Gandhi winning 
the elections, there are many Wi 
would like to give her the benefit 0 
the doubt. But if democracy is Visi} 
ly threatened again, what prevents 
aifferent political Parties, otherwiy 
pursuing antagonistic social and eq. 
nomic goals but committed to the 
democratic framework, from coming 
together to defend democracy? |1 
the period between 1975-77 th 
CPI(M) joined hands with staunch 
anti-Communists like P. C. Sen bu 
they parted company soon after Mr 
Gandhi was out of power. A politi 
cal Party is more than a movement 
It is possible to build up a movement 
on à one-point programme, but a 
political Party has to have homogene 
ous social and political objectives on 
a number of important issues to stay 
together. Babuji, whom the “demo 


cratic’ Press all of a sudden wants 


to reduce to a political “ 

to re З untouch: 

able ‚ Was sharing his inner thoughts 
еп he said : “After the general 


elections (1977), I had misgivi 
977), misgivings 
qe the viability of the anat 
arty. I reasoned that people bë 


longing to such disparate groups û 


4| had come together 5 
| ta Party with to form the Jani 


Par only one commo 
objective of overthrowing the Еше 
gency regime would not stay #0 


In retrospect, it would not M 
proper to blame Charan Singh’s Pê 
sonal ambitions alone for the soh 
Г His personal amw 
tions could Bredoniinate those of thé 
Janata Party only when this covet 
ed with three other factors : a Mf | 
fall in the prices of agricul 
produce,. articulation of backward 
castes-upper castes conflicts and 4 
spate of communal riots. or w 
years, 1977 and 1978, the peasati 
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had been the loser in sharing the 
national cake as the prices of their 
produce were falling and the prices 
of manufactured goods they had to 
buy, were increasing. In fact, the 
Janata Party split on the day the 
farmers had to sell their potato at 10 
paise a kilo and burn their standing 
Sugarcane crops. In this situation, 
if Charan Singh had not split the 
Janata, hé would have been political- 
ly finished. Similarly, with {һе 
sharpening of caste conflicts and 


total alienation of Muslims from the 
Janata, it was only prudent to react 
to the issues, 
passive. 


rather than remain 


VEN the formation 
of thé Janata Party was à 
strange quirk of history. 
шу The disparate ^ groups 
: which formed the Janata 
Party had been, for decades, pursu. 
ing antagonistic social and economic 
objectives, These were the Jana 
Sangh which had Hindu rashtra as 
its ideological cornerstone, the Con- 
gress (O) which was formed to give 
a rightist slant to economic policies, 
the Swatantra which had been un- 
ashamedly ^ pro-capitalist and pro- 
price rise, the BLD whose sole pre- 
occupation was to promote the inter- 
ests of peasant proprietors, the Lohia 
Socialist group which consisted of 
militant social democrats and the 
PSP which was an insipid social 
democratic Party. There were some 
individuals like Jagjivan Ram, Chan- 
dra Shekhar and Н. N. Bahuguna, 
who were broadly left-of-centre poli- 
ticians ploughing their lonely 
furrows. They came together pri 
marily because they were prepared 
to compromise to ап extent to 
capture power. This, however, did 
not necessarily mean that the social 
forces they were representing had 
also got tired and were ready to sac 
rifice their interests. 

When these Parties faced difficul- 
ties under the Emergency, JP 
influenced them and superimposed 
on them a confused, vague and 
hypocritical slogan of ‘total revolu- 
tion’, The 1974 and 1975 upsurge 
against Mrs Gandhi in Bihar and 
Gujarat In essence was a backlash 
against feudal and semifeudal forces 
resulting from the signals given to 
tamper with the system. Then, once 
the dust settled — down, it was not 
difficult for Mrs Gandhi to reclaim 
Gujarat. If she has not been so suc- 
cessful in Bihar, it is because in the 
meantime the backward castes have 
become more articulate. JP, irres- 
pective of the social foross which 
those agitations strengthened, jump- 
ed into the fray to utilise the move- 
ment to serve his Utopian objective 
of ‘total revolution.’ In 1974, in the 
course of a discussion, JP admitted 
that landless Harijans, poor peasants 
and the working class had not joined 
his Bihar movement. He also admit- 
ted that students who are mostly 
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CC-0. In Public Domain. UP State 


from the upper castes and landed 
classes were in the forefront of the 
movement, In the villages, invariab- 
ly the largest Jandholder was the 
supporter of the JP moyement. When 
questioned on how he could achieve 
total revolution with such forces be- 
hind him, he got annoyed and said : 
“Let me first capture political power 
then I will outmanocuvre them.” No 
wonder, JP died a frustrated man. 
This is the tragedy and fate of all 
those who consider themselves to be 
above social foroes. 

Look at Babuji. tHe admitted that 
all along he had strong reservations 
against the RSS. But he said; “I 
had reasoned that if І possessed the 
necessary leverage to impiement the 
socio-economic programme of the 
Janata Party, in case it came to 
power after the elections, I would 
be in a position to check and contain 
the unhealthy trend of the people 
who lacked in commitment towards 
their programme", No tears need 


be shed for Babuji for his self- 
deception, not to speak of the wide 
benefit of the doubt granted him In 
assuming that he ever 
bothered about such things, 
Of allthe groups which formed the 
Janata Party, only two, the Lok Dal 
and the Jana Sangh are sure of their 
independent strength. Hence they 
have been continuously working to 
see that their distinct social support 
base is not obliterated in the elusive 
Search to torm a national party em- 
bracing all classes. The Lok Dal re- 
solved its dilemma by walking out of 
the Janata Party. The Jana Sangh 
has been postponing the decision, 
partly in Ше hope of capturing 
the whole of the Janata Party and 
artly because its top leadership, 
particularly, Atal Behari Vajpayee 
and L. К. Advani have been paralysed 
by the conflict between their heart 
and head. in cooler moments they 
realise that the RSS ideology has 
reached a dead end, but because of 
sentiments or lack of conviction, they 
cannot break away from the RSS. So 


^us 
(sango 


seriously - 


Museum, Hazratganj. L 


we see an interesting situation. Vaj- 
payee writes an article, then goes to 
Nagpur and apologises, Advani as- 
serts, “I am proud of my RSS associa- 
tion", yet he cannot stop tha RSS 
from working openly against his col. 
league in the national executive, Mr 
Krishna Kant, and then at first agree- 
ing that the Jana Sangh leaders will 
not participate in RSS activities and 
later going back on it. No wonder in 
this situation even their best friend 
in the Janta Party, Chandra Shekhar, 
has turned against them, 


HE position of Jana 
Sangh elements becomes . 
тоге anomalous with the 
|RSS continuing to poke 
itsnose in purely po tical 
matters. Much has been sald about 
Balasahete Dtoras’ tilt ‘towards Mrs 
Gandhi. Take another sensitive politi- 
tal issue—the agitatlon 1n Assam. 
RSS leaders have been going to 
Assam and trying to give a communal 
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VER since the results 

of the mid-term polls 

Spelt doom for the 

Janata Party, Babu 

Jagjivan Ram had 
been thinking of the possibility 
of forming a new Party. It is 
true that the ageing leader had 
never been comfortable in the 
Janata since the very day he 
joined the Party. But Babuji's 
innate inertia to make a move 
and his obsession to become 
Prime Minister had always held 
him back. 

After Morarji Desai resigned 
from Prime Ministership in July, 
last year, Babuji had made a 
strong bid to replace him but 
Charan Singh beat him to the 
post. When Babuji with the help 
of Mrs Indira Gandhi managed 
to force the Chaudhury to resign 
in August 1979, fate in the guise 
of President Sanjeeva Reddy 
thwarted him again. 

There was still some hope for 
the Janata Party to come to 
power in the mid-term polls. 
Although there was tremendous 
pressure from his son, Suresh 
Kumar, to come to an under- 
standing with Mrs. Gandhi, 
' Babuji after a lot of prevarica- 
tion which gave jitters to the 
Janata, finally decided to stay 
on in the Party. It was only 
after the Janata rout in the 
polls, that Babuji’s hopes were 
dashed. There was very little 
left for him to continue in the 
‘Janata. After being paraded as 
the only able national leader, 
who could lead the country, 
Babuji was reduced by the poll 
tesults to the favourite ‘whip- 
ping boy’ of various Janata poli- 
ticians since he had failed to 
deliver the goods. Frustrated in 
his quest for power and humi- 
liated every day by his Party 
colleagues, Babuji Bot increas- 
ingly desperate ' to leave the 
Janata. One alternative was to 
Join the Congress (I) and Suresh 
Kumar met Sanjay Gandhi a 
number of times to work out 
Some arrangement 

.After one of Babujis chief 
lieutenants, Bhajan Lal, crossed 
over with his Government in 
Haryana, there was Speculation 

t a similar move by Babuji. 
E^ agjivan Ram had no Goy- 
. ernment to cross over with. Con- 
| Sequently, his bargaining power 
Gandhi was not much. 
b Mrs. Gandhi was shrewd 
to realise that Babuji 
of much more use to 
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U 3 
Bahuguna also weighed heavily 
on the mind of Вабиу and must 
have vitally influenced his final 
decision, Even if Babuji him- 
self could accept the post of a 
figurehead in the Congress, 
Suresh Kumar was not ready to 
kill his own political future so 
soon. The meeting of Babuji'e 
supporters in late February also 
revealed that not many members 
of the Lok Sabha and Rajya 
Sabha would follow him to the 
Congress (I). Even bitter cri- 
tics of the RSS like Ram Dhan 
and Krishna Kant came out 
against leaving the Janata Party 
hastily. 3 

But there was no way Babuji 
could stay on in the Party any 
longer. His attempts to raise 
the dual membership issue had 
failed to draw support from the 
anti-RSS group itself inside the 
Party. Most members of the 
Janata had some reservation or 
the other about the RSS but 
nearly all were reluctant to be 
associated wlth Babuji as well. 
The announcement by Babuji 
disassociating himself from the 
Janata, therefore, was the move 
of a desperate man who neither 
had a support base nor enough 
moral credibility. For the 
moment, it is highly unlikely 
ihat more than ten MPs would 
join Babuji’s Party. Of these 
ten, seven are members of the 
Rajya Sabha of whom four will 
retire in March, 1980. 

Babuji's attempts to draw 
people from other political 
Parties have not been particu- 
larly successful so far. Although, 
there are some in the Congress 
(U) like Rajni Patel, Priyaranjan 
Das Munshi and Purabi Mukher- 


jee who would like to unite with - 


Babuji) important leaders like 
Y.B. Chavan and even Congress 
President Devaraj Urs are ex- 
tremely reluctant to go along 
with Jagjivan Ram. There is, of 
course, no question of any asso- 
ciation with the Lok Dal, since 
aecording to Babuji, Chaudhury 
Charan Singh is his worst enemy, 
even more than the RSS. The 
Left Front has been cautiously 
optimistic about the formation of 
a new Party by Babuji, but 
apart from the odd electoral ad- 
justment for the Assembly elec- 
tions, they are not expected to 
associate too much with it. For 
the moment, the emergence of 
Suresh Kumar on the political 
horizon will be a major aspect of 
Babuji’s Party. According to 
sources close to Babuji, he will 
be given an important position 
in the Party and will look after 
the organisation. 
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lation ot the contradictions Within the 
Opposition. They think that unless 
there is a Congress-type all-India, all 
class Party, Mrs Gandhi's challenge 
cannot be met. Mrs Gandhi is certain- 
ly a big beneficiary of the historical 
legacy of the nationalist movement, 
The Congress had retained substan- 
tially its multi-class Support base for 
a number of years after Indepen- 
dence. The first signs of a big erosion 
in this base became visible in 1967, 
The lost ground was sought to be re 
vived in 1969. However, the 1971, 
1977 and 1980 election results have 
proved that the committed support 
base of the Congress has considerably 
shrunk. If it won the elections in 
1971 and 1980 it was because of à 
wave and floating votes. These float: 
ing votes can desert the Congress (1) 
as easily as they came over to it. The 
Congress of today has been most 
shabbily put together by Mrs Gandhi 
and her son. Such an organisation will 
be swept off its feet in the event ofa 
mild adverse current. Further, a party. 
which is sought to be made a pak 
version of the Congress will not be 
durable. Janata's additional handicap 
is that it is looked upon as being 
more rightist than the Congress (1): 
It could not discard its image even 
by electing Chandra Shekhar as its 
president. Stability in Indian politics 
will come only when Parties are 
formed on the basis of relatively 
homogeneous social groups. Attempts 
to keep the support of the poorest an 

the richest in the country can SUC 
ceed oaly temporarily. Thisis because 
class formations among the poorer 
sections have become more distinct 
and their degree of articulation is 1% 
creasing. The national cake is t9? 
small to be shared equitably betwee? 
the rich and the poor. 

. it is, therefore, not accidental that 
in the last decade only the left move 
ment in pockets of West Bengal an 

Kerala has proved to be the most dU: 
Table political force. Unlike other 
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Parties, the left concentrated an re 
latively homogeneous social forces 
The only other Party which has stood 
its ground, abest in a limited man 
ner, is the Lok Dal but the tragedy 

( reflecting 
peasant individualism and parochia. 
liam, its leaders have become inher: 
ently incapable of broadening itg Sup- 
port base, This was amply illustrated: 
during Charan  Singh's alxmonth 
tenure as Prime Minister. The Lok 
Dal has, perhaps, reached itg limits, 
On its own, it cannot go very far 
from what it achieved in the Jast 
parliamentary election, But the pea- 
Santry can be a very useful political 
"cannon fodder" in an alliance among 
relatively homogeneous social forces. 
Unfortunately, Charan Singh and his 
jat and ahir brigade articulate pea- 
sant proprietor-landless Harijan con- 
tradictions more than contradictions 
between the peasantry and the trad- 
ers and the peasantry and industrial 
capitalism. This naturally limits the 
&cope of an alliance in which Charan 
Singh is a major partner. 


E HE stability in the Party 
py [system could come ouly 
[1 |i a new chapter is open- 
ed. Objectively, there 1s 
- -—J$cope for a r:ghtist Party 
which could articuiate the interests 
of the proprietary classes aud of a 
social democratic Party. Potenualities 
for a rightist Party should not be ig- 
nored., іц the last 50 years of economic 
development, the propertied classes 
have expanued both ın the urban and 
rural areas, With the abolition of the 
zamindari system and the green re- 
volution, the institution of peasant 
pruprietorship up vo the miadle rarmer 
level has cousohdaced. Even though 
the propertied classes are still in a 
minority, they wield considerable po- 
litical influence because of their eco- 
nomic strength. It is a safe bet that 
Mrs Gandhi is the most trusted and 
enlightened representative of the pro- 
pertied classes. On the other hand, the 
left of the West Bengal and Kerala 
variant is showing no sign of rising 
to the occasion and filling the va- 
cuum at the national levei, At the 
moment one can see an alternative 
only in terms of personalities. Those 
who have potentialities are Babuji, 
Chanura Shekhar and Devaraj Urs. 
Н. N. Bahuguna, who ıs sulking in 
the Congress (1), could be a dark 
horse. Uifortunately, Y. B. Chayan 
has shown no promise in the last 
three years. Apart from public sta- 
ture, what will matter is perception 
and perseverance. Socialists can play 
an important role in building a na- 
tional alternative since 
have nothing to lose except their se- 
cond class citizenship status in the 
Janata and the Lok Dal 
One has to reconcile oneself to the: 
fact that the entire process will take 
$ome time to be set into motion. In 
the short run perhaps more defeats 
and frustrations are in store, At- 
tempts to secure instant relief oy 
having either a hold-all unity оге ec. 
toral adjustments will not succee 
much, Many commentators prove 
their point by reeling off voting per- 
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socialists. 


Domain 


a - 
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centage figures’ of the last parliamen- 
tary elections, But in political arith- 
metic, two plus two is rarely four 
it is elther five or three, It 
is five when there is adjust 
ment or unity of relat уату 
homogeneous social forces, it 
is three when social forces are anta- 
fonistic in the context of articular 
tion of current issues, At the moment 
there is по Emergency-type issue 
which will relegate normal social and 
economic antagonism in society to the 
background, When caste articulation 
has heen taken to such a pitch, can a 
Rajput be made to vote for а back: 
ward caste Lok Dal candidate? 
Similarly will a chammar who 
voted for the Janata in the last 
election in the hope of Babuji be- 
coming Prime Minister, vote for 
the Lok Dal candidate in the coming 
Assembly elections? The experience 
of the recent parliamentary by-elec- 
tions is not very encouraging. Rough- 


By AJOY BOSE 


FEW weeks after the 
mid-term poll results 
E |were announced, at a 

| |Janata Party high com- 
: — —— mand meeting discussing 
the election royt of the party, the 
ever ebullient and sometimes pro- 
found Piloo Mody made a sudden 
intervention. “Can anybody here 
tell me why the Janata Party won 
in 1977”? he asked. There was an 
embarrassed silence. “See! There 
is no answer,’ continued the 
Janata member, "we do not know 
why we won in 1877. And we 


Kamal Saha: 


-ountdown 
to the split 


speaking, the position will 
nat If the Lok Dal candidate n 
the backward caste then the Janata. 
will be able to transfer өшү 40 тег 
cent of its votes for him and the M 
lance of 80 per cent ma p to the: 
Congress (1), If the Lok Dal candi. 
date is a non-backward caste person 
then that 40 per cent may. increase 
to 45 or 50 per cent. The Lok Dal, 
perhaps, may be in a better ponto 
than the Janata to transfer the bu 
of its votes to a Janata candidate in 
the event of an electoral alliance, 
Sinoe the Assembly elections are now. 
round the corner, it may not be fea, 
sible to escape some ad hoc response 
to the compulsions of elections. This 
ad hocism will however, lead now- 
here, So, sooner rather than later, 
conscious attempts will have to be 
made to open a new political chapter 
in India without which a degree of 
durability cannot be imparted to the 
Party system, 


don’t know why we lost in 1980. 
What's the point in a post- 
mortem ?” 

For the Janata Party, history has 
been indeed repeating itself accord- 
ing to the classical Marxian  dic- 
tum, the first time as tragedy and 
the second time as farce, When 
Chaudhury Charan Singh, Raj 
Narain, Madhu Limaye and George 
Fernandes left the Party last July, 
many Janata politicians including 
some senior leaders claimed that 
after the ‘defectors’ left, the Par: 
would be far more cohesive. In fact, 


most scribes had painted the Chau- 
dhury as the villain of the piece 
and reduced the whole Party split 
to the political ambitions of Charan 
Singh and other ‘defectors’, The 
bitter in-fighting among the various 
political groups in the Janata 
Party which continues till today, 
has completely demolished this 
myth. $ 

The portents of an impending 
crisis in the Janata Party were 
clear even in January just a few 
weeks after Mrs. Gandhi was back 
in the chair, RSS chief Balasaheb 

Deoras made an impassioned plea 

to her expressing his and his orga- 

nisation's full support to her “even 
if she did not want it" At the 
same time, there was growing cri- 
ticism amidst the Janata ranks of 
the two erstwhile pillars of the 

Party—the RSS and the charisma 

of Babu Jagjivan Ram. 

The Janata Party had gone into 
the mid-term polls with Babuji as 
the head ang the RSS as the tail. 
Jagjivan Ram was expected to pro- 
vide the charisma and the RSS its 
muscle and organisation. Unfor- 
tunately for the Janata Party, the 
head repelled instead of attracting 
while the tail, if it wagged at all, 
did so for Mrs, Gandhi. 

The consequent rout of the 
Janata Party in the polls therefore 
also resulted in a major loss of 
face for both Babuji as well as the 
RSS. Balasahebs public support to 
Mrs. Gandhi and increasing reports 
of Babuji acting as her Trojan 
Horse in the Party, further vitiated 
the atmosphere in the Janata. 
Tronically, the two groups in the 
Party most bitterly opposed to 
each other were Babuji and the 
Jana Sangh constituent. While 
leaders like Atal Behari Vajpayee, 

Nanaji eshmukh and Sundar 
Singh Bhandari increasingly blam- 
ed the failure of the Janata Party 
on Babuji and privately abused 
him as “unreliable and Mrs. Gan- 
dhi's stooge”, Jagjivan Ram and 
his friends did not spare the RSS 
in both private and public dis- 
cussions. 

Even the arbitrary dissolution of 
the nine State Assemblies by . Mrs. 
Gandhi failed to contain the grow- 
ing rift between the different con- 
stituents of the Janata Party. On 
the very day after the dissolution, 
Babuji indicated the extent of his 
alienation from the Janata Farty. 
In a surprise statement in Kanpur, 
Babuji announced that he was call- 
pne meeting of his supporters on 
February 23 to decide whether he 
should stay in the Party, He also 
announced that the Janata Party 
- will not enter into electoral pacts 
with any of the Opposition Parties, 
lc statement by 
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Chandra 


On February 20 

Shekhar went even further to 

hint that he would not mind 
He said 


Babuji leaving the Party. 
that Не Could. not understand the 
propriety behind Babuji's calling a 
separate meeting of his supporters. 
Atal Behar. Vajpayee was even 
more categorical. “Those who want 
to leave the Party need not invent 
excuses for it," he said, reacting to 
Babuji’s letter to his supporters 
which accused the RSS of working 
for Mrs. Gandhi. On ‘rebruary 23 
and 24 over 200 supporters of 
Babuji met and bitterly criticised 
the RSS and most speakers were 
unanimous that it was not possible 
for Babuji to continue in the 
Janata Party. The few who tried 
to advise a less hasty course were 
shouted down, Among them were 
Ram Dhan and Krishan Kant, both 
bitter critics of the RSS but who 
stil] maintained that Babuji should 
not leave the party. "Mrs. Gandhi 
is the biggest authoritarian,” said 
Ram Dhan but this was greeted 
with boos and jeers from most of 
the audience among whom were 
interestingly some who had already 
joined the Congress(I). Meanwhile, 
six Janata leaders including Ashok 
Mehta, Н. М. Patel, N. С. Goray, 
Ravindra Verma, S. M. Joshi and 
Gauri Shankar Rai—all belonging 
to the Congress (O) and Socialist 
constituent, urged Chandra Shekhar 
to take action against Babuji. An 
emergency Janata Parliamentary 
Party meeting was called on Feb- 
ruary 25 to take a decision on 
Babuji's activities. 

Just as it seemed sure that 
Babuji would either be thrown out 
of the Party or leave it himself, he 
did a sudden volte face. In a sur- 
prise move which left Party 
politicians and newspaper scribes 
completely bewildered, Babuji at- 
tended the Parliamentary Board 
meeting on February 25, and ex- 
pressed his regrets for criticising 
Janata leaders like Chandra She- 
khar and Vajpayee. The uncondi- 
tional apology took the wind out of 
the sails of Babuji's critics and the 
Board meeting ended on an ami- 
eable note. The same night, however, 
Babuji did yet another somersault. 
In a letter to Chandra Shekhar, he 
raised the question of dual mem- 
bership again and asked the Party 
president to settle the issue imme- 
diately. Jagjivan Ram said that he 
and his supporters would not 
cOmpromise on the ‘RSS connection’ 
of some of the Janata leaders, 
Particularly since the RSS had 
worked for Mrs Gandhi in the polls 
and even after the rout of the 
Janata, extended public support to 

er. 

The crisis in the Party started all 
over again. Next morning, L. K. 
Advani wrote a strong letter to 
Chandra Shekhar expressing his 
and the Jana Sangh constituents 
anger and regret about charges of 

dual loyalty” raised by Babuji. In 
protest the Jana Sangh members 


main. UP State Museum, Hazratganj. Lucknow 


boycotted the National Executive 
and the Parliamentary Board meet- 


ing. Instead the Jana Sangh 
members held an emergency meet- 
ing at Advani's — house where 


softliners like Advani and Vajpayee 
hauled up by Jana 


were Sangh 
workers and leaders for compro- 
mising on the RSS issue. At one 


point in the meeting, most of the 
members wanted Advani to declare 
immediately that they would quit 
the Janata апа form a separate 
Party. Among those who favoured 
leaving the Janata were Sundar 
Singh Bhandari, Kushabhao Thakre 
and S, P. Mathur.  Nanaji Desh- 
mukh, although otherwise a RSS 
hardliner was trying to follow a 
middle path. For perhaps the first 
time in its history, the Jana Sangh 
rank and file publicly expressed its 


anger with some major leaders, 
Men like  Vajpayee, Advani, and 
Bhairon Singh Shekhawat were 


abused openly as “impotent political 
stooges” who have been selling the 


Party апа the RSS for paltry 
Ministerial privileges. The workers 
reminded these leaders that what- 


ever political status they enjoyed it 
was because of their connection 
with the RSS. The leaders were 
told categorically that unless they 
were able to stop the “canard 
against the RSS” by Janata leaders, 
they would either have to quit the 
Janata or the RSS as well as most 
of the Jana Sangh workers would 
disown them. 

Meanwhile at the Parliamentary 
Board meeting, the militant mood 
of the Jana Sangh constituent had 
scared most of the other constitu- 
ents of the Janata Party tempora- 
гПу. A sudden departure by the 
Jana Sangh group could well mean 
the disintegration of the Party. 
While many of them were secretly 
of exactly the same opinion as 
Babuji, they were eager to bring 
about a compromise formula to 
save the Party. Most of them were 
furious with Babuji for antagonis- 
ing the Jana Sangh constituent, and 
Chandra Shekhar himself was of 
the opinion that Babuji had become 
a first rate liability to the Party. 
The Parliamentary Board refused 
to pass Babuji’s demand for the 
Jana Sangh to completely dissociate 
with the RSS. Instead they took a 
softer line and wanted a solution to 
be worked out on the basis of the 
July 1979 formula which called for 
office-bearers of the Janata Party 
and Members of Parliament and 
State Legislatures, not to take part 
in the day-to-day activities of the 
RSS. Hoping that it would placate 
the Jana Sangh constituent, Chan- 
dra Shekhar sent a strongly worded 
letter to Babuji the same night, 
criticising him for shifting his ear- 
lier stand and for his “unbecoming 


"behaviour as a responsible member 


of the party". The next day Babuji 
resigned from the leadership of the 
Janata Parliamentary Party in pro- 
test and from all indications, it 
seemed that it was only a matter 
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of time that he would either be 
thrown out of the Party or leave it 
himself, : 

.  Babuji's departure has already 
signalled the start of the disinte- 
gration of the Party. Seven 
members of the Rajya Sabha 
including Dinesh Singh, Ganpat 
Bhagat, Subedar Prabhu Singh, 
Shivendra Singh> Nathu Singh and 
N. P. Naidu are expected to leave 
with him. Two members of the 
Lok Sabha,  Satadev Singh and 
Nihal Singh are also likely to fol- 
low Babuji. There is also a strong 
feeling that the Bihar strongman 
and Lok Sabha Member Satyendra 
Narain Singh along with his two 
family member MPs might leave 
the  Janata.  Satyen  Babu is 
particularly upset about the way 
RSS workers behaved in his consti- 
tuency during the mid-term polls. 
He has already written a letter to 
Chandra Shekhar complaining 
about how the RSS worked against 
him and has even submitted a list 
of workers who tried to defeat him. 
If Satyendra Narain Singh ` leaves 
the Janata, the Party would hardly 
be left with any base to fight the 
coming Assembly elections in Bihar. 
__The rest  of.the Party is also 


al 
the Congress (I)’ 


singularly unhappy. The Socialists 
are a divided lot. On one hand is 
Surendra Mohan who is not all 
happy at the prospect of remaining 
in a Party dominated by the Jana 
Sangh constituent. He is very keen 
on Chandra Shekhar working out 
an arrangement to revive the old 
Janata but this time without the 
Jana Sangh. Madhu Dandavate is 
against such an arrangement, how- 
ever, and is keen that the Janata 
Party remains in its own. Danda- 
vate has hopes that his name might 
be proposed to either replace Ba- 
buji as the leader of the Parliamen- 
tary Party or as the president of 
the Janata. Dandavate feels that 
the Janata cannot do without the 
Jana Sangh constituent for the pre- 
sent and is willing to co-exist with 
it. The Socialists are further con- 
fused by the efforts of Raj Narain 
and Madhu Limaye to reconvene 
Socialists of all Parties together 
and work out the parameters of a 
new Party or united democratic 
front. Surendra Mohan is report- 
edly very keen on this idea. The 
Congress (O) constituent is not 
quite sure what to make of Morar- 
jis new bid for leadership in the 
Party and a political comeback, Mr 


he RSS has a secret 
lance with 


JAGJIVAN RAM tells A. N. PRABHU in an 


exclusive interview 


Would you tell us 


4 o about the pos Party you 
\ Ж opose to form? 
Ne oe The idea is to have 
جا‎ a sırong opposition Party, 
which will be secular, wnich wil: be 
free from casteist and communal in- 
fluences and wul be working for the 
establishment of a socialist society. 
The talk at present is authoritaria- 
nism. Any орроѕі:іоп Party which 15 
democratic cannot tolerate any con- 
centration of power in the hands of 
either an individual or a group of in- 
dividuals. That is a negation of 
democracy. All my life, I have stood 
and worked for democracy. Any in- 
fringement of democratic norms with 
have to be resisted and I will always 
be ready to resist any such tendency. 
Any Party L am associated with will 
stand for democracy and will resist 
all efforts to concentrate power, either 
political or economic, in the hands of 
individuals, groups or classes. It will 
fight authoritarianism relentlessly. 
Q: In your statement of March 7 
announcing your decision to split the 
Janata Party, you had said, and 
quote: “It seems as if _they (RSS) 
had w secret alliance with the Con- 
gress (I). Do you have any concrete 


instance to substantiate this? 

A: Yes, it is not just inference. 
As a matter of fact, this was based 
on a Statement that was made by 
the ex-Chief Minister of Gujarat who 


. issued it (the statement) immediate- 


ly after Mr Balasaheb Deores’ state- 
ment. I have been drawing upon the 
statement of the ex-Chief Minister of 
Gujarat who has been very close to 


angotri 


Desai has completely forgotten his 
pledge last year to retire from ac _ 
tive politics and has been making. 
frantic visits to almost every Jana- 
ta leader's house to further his 
position of becoming the leader of 
the Janata Parliamentary Party, 
While  Morarji is himself not a 
member of Parliament, he is quick 
fo point out the example of Mrs 
Gandhi who was leader of the Con- 
gress Parliamentary Party without 
being an MP. Morarji reportedly 
met the Rajmata of Gwalior also 
and asked her to plead his case to 
the Jana Sangh constituent for its 
support. And presiding over this 
huge mess that is the Janata Party 
today, is а sad, confused and em- 
bittered Chandra Shekhar. For the 
moment he is playing for time. He 
admits that the 'dual membership' 
issue cannot be put into cold stor- 
age. He also knows that most of 
the present-day Janata politicians 
have become completely redundant. 
What he hopes is for a national 
Party with a popular base and pro- 
gressive ideology. What he has, 
however, is a disintegrating Party 
which could be wiped out com- 
pletely after the Assembly clef 
tions. 


the Jana Sangh (and is so) even at 
present. In his subsequent statement 
he has:declared that he would con- 
tinue with his combination with the 
Jana Sangh in Gujarat. Besides there 
are many evidences to this effect right 
from the days since Mr  Balraj 
Madhok came out from the Jana 
Sangh. 21 
Q: But the Jana Sangh people 
say that Mr Deoras was not correctly 
reported... x 
A: But Mr Deoras himself has not 
contradicted i. The whole thing is, 
when such a thing appears in news- 
papers, it is taken as correct until it 
is contradicted. Until now that state- 
ment or interview has not been con- 
tradicted by Mr Balasaheb Deoras. ^ 
Q: But there had been persisent 
reports also about your alleged talks 
wih Congress (I) leaders prior to the 


last Lok Sabha elecions, 
A; There are certain persons who 
are always interested, and some news. 
apers ulso in spreading canards, I 
on’t know whether they have been 
chartered by some Parties or agencies 


to malign me, Just the day I had 
held a Press conference, the next day 
comes the Hindusian Times (with 
some allegations or speculations), . I 
‚ think some ,of the newspapers have 
been entrusted with the work of 
maligning me on this score. Such 
alegations had been made for the 
past few months but I continue where 
l was, In view of that experience... 
for people to go on repeating the 
falsehood,..Everyday it was coming... 
Everytning was faisined. Still they 
persisted... 

Q: You also say in your March 7 
Statement that the "nation is today 
confronted with an array of grave 
dangers...” It is nearly two months 
since the new Government has come 
into power. Do you feet this Govern- 
ment wil be able to meet these 
dangers you spoke about? 


A: The problems are very grave 
and great and the problems are 
difticult for any Government, I will 
not judge the competence or success 
or failure of this Government on the 
basis of functioning of the last two 
months, I will give them more time. 
But the style of functioning on autho- 
ritarian lines is evident. 

: You have also said im your 
Statement that there is a “total lack 
of clear formulation of ideological or 
programmatic policies of the Gov- 
ernment”. Would you elaborate? 

A: Up till now nothing has come. 
If it comes then I can elaborate. We 

' are faced with a grave economic crisis. 

Up tili now no formulation has come 
from the Government as to how they 
are going to surmount these difficul- 
ties and when it (the formulation) 
comes, it should cover both the ideo- 
logical and the programmatic...But 
nothing has come. 

: Your statement also talks of 
the nation’s moral and economic 
strength having already been danger- 
ously dep.eted through total uncon- 
cern and incompetence of the preced- 

' ing Government, In this connection, 
could you elaborate what should be 


our attitude, approach and policy 
towards our neighbouring countries 
im general and in regard to the 


Afghan question 
- reference to the 
- powers? 
| А: I have always held that success 
‚ or failure of tne foreign policy of any 
~ Government would depend upon what 
relations it has with its immediate 
neighbours. 'Lhere is no use of hav- 
"ing friendly relations with remote 
Countries without striving hard to 
“have 800d relations with our imme- 
te neighbours. I have always held, 
d Y stick to it, that we must strive 
d to have good relations with our 
mediate neighbours. Fortunately. 
© а much larger country both 
„and in population and natur- 
ntry ic ceo Ponsibility of a larger 
try is greater insofar as friendly 
lions аге Concerned, Because 


in particular, with 
role of the' super 
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| think some newspapers 
have been entrusted with 
the task of maligning me. 


some concessions by a bigger Party 
are regarded as a generous gesture 
whereas any concession by a smaller 
country ds regarded as surrender 
We must have good relations with 
those countries. The Afghan ques- 
tlon has brought big powers on the 
border of India and escalation would 
of great consequence to our 
country. I therefore demand that 
the presence of all foreign powers— 
direct or indirect — ід. Afghanistan 
should be immediately withdrawn as 

a first step, I have said nothing 
new. We have repeated it at inter- 
national forums, s 

Q: There has ‘been talk of an 
allance between various Parties for 
the coming nine Assembly elections. 
You have said you would have noth- 
ing to do with casteist Parties. What 
ab.ut others ? 

A: Newspapers bring all sorts of 
reports about adjustments of seats 
be.ween various Parties. Nothing 
concrete, it appears, has been achiev- 
ed up till now in this direction. It 
wouid be a good thing if multiplicity 
of candidaxes of political Parties is 
avoided. Of course, in this country 
you cannot rule out the possibility of 
a large number of Independents. It 
would be a good thing if political 
parties can evolve something to 
avoid this division of votes and seve- 
‘гај contestants and Parties, 

In view of your coming out 
from the Janata Party on the com- 
munal issue, do you visualise the 
possibility of all former Congressmen 
from other Parties coming together 
to form а solid block of er- 
Congressmen ? 

A: Well, there is, I think... 1 
would put it, not immediately, but 
in the course of time. Not imme- 
diately. 

Q: Do you think it would have 
been better if you had come out of 
the Janata Party immediately after 
the mid-term election results were 
known without so much of mudsling- 
ing we witnessed during the last two 
and a half months? 

A: Well, it would have been bet- 
ter. But I did not want at that time 
to take any step merely on gossips 
and rumours unless I was myself 
comvinced that a part of the rumou 
was correct. : 

: You have said that you did 
not leave the Janata Party im the 
midst of the elections because that 
would have been unethical. The 
question being asked is whether it 
was ethical for you to have left the 
Congress in 1977 im the midst of the 


I do not think Suresh 
Kumar will have a big say 
An the new Party. 


A: 1877 was not 
year on any account 
when I left, nobody was sure that 


ple today who can be made to write 
have seen опо 
of the columnists writing that in 1977 
I made calculations before Т left... 

Q: What do you think of the 

credibility of Indian politicians in 
general ? 
„А: Well, the last two years has 
been a period of uncertainty, equi. 
vocation and generally of non-per. 
formance in several fields and if peo. 
ple are angry, that is quite justif. 
able. А ‘ 

Q: Do you think Suresh Kumar 
will have а big say in the пер 
Party you propose to form? 

A: Т don't think so, The thing 
that Suresh has been doing, in the 
case of others might have brought 
him praise. He was offered а 
ministership in Bihar in Mr Gafoor's 
Cabinet. And even without consult. 
ing me he declined to accept it at a 
pnint when the invitation was given 
to him for the swearing-in ceremony, 
When the  perliamentarv board de. 
cided in 1977 to give him a ticket 
for Rajya Sabha. he declined at 
that time. This year, many people 
wanted him to contest a seat for the 
Lok Sabha but he declined. All 
these things should have brought 
praise in the case of sons of others. 
But because he happens to be my 
friend—my son—and there are in- 
terested parties to malign me, he 
also is maiigned without any justifi- 
cation, His credentials are these. 
In the 1977 elections, Suresh Kumar 
worked very hard for the success of 
the Janata Party, and without any 
reward. Then somebody complained 
that he was against my joining the 
Міпіѕігу. If he was against 
fatner joining the Morarji Ministry, 
it should go to his credit, not to his 
discredit. All these things. How 
many sons are there to persuade 
their fathers not to join a Minis 
try? 

been 


Q: I have seeing you 


:Babuji for so many years right from 


my cub reporter days. Are you com- 
fident of leading a new Party? . 
A: Today this country stands in 
need of a political Party which, as 
have said earlier, stands for demo: 
cracy and will. not permit any in- 


fringenient of the democratic norms. 


The Party should be secular, secular 
not in the accepted sense that it 
should not be communal In the 


‘complicated social structure of this 


couniry, casteism is a factor which 
Should Бе reckoned with. Such а 
party should be free from caste 45 
well as communal bias. 
poor country. Socialism can only 
ensure to the vast masses, labouring 
classes, a status in society and ade 


quate reward for their labour. We _ 


have to restore the dignity of labour 
which was there at one time in our 
own country. Labour was not only 
respected but even worshipped. 
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"Dual membership can't be ^ 


put in cold storage" 


к= A ee 
The Janata Party president CHANDRA 


told AJOY BOSE 


HOW do you see the 
Дор Де in Ше Ja- 
a Party in the t 
few weeks? Ра 
— JA: Quite disturbing. I 
did not expect that these develop- 
ments would take place after such a 
crushing defeat. It is human nature 
that at a time of calamity or (in a). 
adverse position people try to cling 
together and face the challenges uni- 
tedly. But there are certain people 
within the Party who cannot resolve 
their differences. This can only be 
explained as an excuse for some peo- 
ple to get away from the Party— 
that is the only explanation I have, I 
don’t understand the logic behind 
their attitudes. The only logic is that 
they want some pretext to leave the 
Party. 

Q: There is a feeling that you are 
the only link holding a disintegrating 
Party together. How long do you 
think you can do so? 

A: I don’t think this would be a 
correct analysis. The fact is that it is 
not a disintegrating Party. This Party 
was never united or cohesive in the 
past. Many elements came together 
after the Emergency and luckily they 
got power—I think (that) was the 
uniting factor, Now that there is no 
power, in the face of defeat, all of 
them are feeling frustrated. Well not 
all of them, but many of them are 
feeling frustrated, They are fighting 
against each other. But I am not the 
only link, there are many workers 


who are determined to continue their 
fight against authoritarianism and 
they are the real source of strength 
of the Janata Party. Individuals are 
important, but they аге not as impor- 
tant aS you prcsume them to be. 

You mean that if certain indi- 
viduals leave the Party, it .will help 
the Party to be coheswe? 

A: І can't tell you about the in- 
dividuals, but people who don’t (have) 
tueir hearts (in) running the Party, 
who. do not have the patience and 
endurance to face. the difficult days, 
leave the Party. That really does not 
add to the problems of the Party but 
in many ways solves the problems of 
the Party, If you are facing a difficult 
period, there is no point in frittering 
away your energy in fighting against’ 
each other. 

Q: If Babuji leaves the Party, 
would it help în making a more 
cohesive Janata Party? . 

A : I can’t say. Just by. Babuji 
leaving the Party, you can’t make 
the Janata . Party more cohesive. 
For this you have to go through a 
period of struggle. You have to go 
a long way to make the Party cohe- 


Tarun Chakrabarty 


SHEKHAR 


Sive. Only Јарјіуап Ram going out 
Will not solve the situation. There 
are other factions which (can) make 
‘Problems in the Party. I don't think 
Some individuals going out or some 
individuals coming in will make the 
Party more united. 


; Has the dual membership 
issue been put in the cold storage 
for the moment? 


It. cant be put into cold 
Storage. It has become a live issue. 
Both sides have taken rigid atti- 
tudes. There are people who have 
real apprehensions about the func- 
toning of the RSS. This is nothing 
new. They have had these  appre- 
hensions in the past. In the begin- 
ing, I tried to strike a compromise 
on that issue and if you remember 
in July, 1979 when the split was 
there, I met Balasaheb Deoras. 1 
was coming from Madras and ne 
was kind enough to come to Nagpur 
airport and we had a brief talk for 
20 minutes. I tried to persuade him 
that this has created an  apprehen- 
sion in the minds of certain people 
and why doesn't he himself say that 
those who are Members of the 
Legislature or Parliament or office- 
bearers of the Janata Party. will not 
take part in the activities of the 
RSS. He agreed to that formulation 
and he said at that time that if I 
made such an announcement he 
would not have any objection be- 
cause the power was there and 
everybody was trying to find some 
solution to the problem. 

Now the same solution was sug- 
gested at the recent national execu- 
tive, and unfortunately, our Jana 
Sangh friends, I mean former Jana 
Sangh friends, took a very rigid 
posture. , Later they; made some 
gesture that they were ready to 
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think over it but it was as if it was 
a great concession they were best- 
owing upon some friends in order 
to save the Party. But at this 
moment if they go on saying that 
their first loyalty is to the RSS and 
only their political loyalty is to the 
Janata Party, it becomes very diffi- 
cult to know where is the line bet- 
ween political loyalty and their. 
loyalty to the RSS. That is the 
apprehension in the. minds of certain 
people. So unless and until there 
is some desire on both sides to 
strike a compromise, I think it will 
go on agitating the minds of the 
people and will go on creating 
trouble for the Party. I don’t think 
that the dual membership ‘can be 
put in the cold storage. A decision 
will have to be taken this way or 
that. 

Q: I believe that there have been 
a number of complamts by Janata 
Party members: that the RSS worked 
against the Party. Why did these 
people expect the RSS to work for 
them in the first place? 

A: They should not have. That 
was wrong on their part. This is 
what I told them. If you want the 
RSS to be delinked from the Party, 
why should they also want the RSS 
to work for them? ‘That was a ridi- 
culous position. І don’t understand 
the mind of these people. That is 
why I say even these people are not 
quite serious about their stand on 
the RSS. But I am ready to give 
concessions to these people for such 
frivolous attitudes to this issue. _ 
think that this problem will remain 
because you know, the RSS is mo 
ordinary organisation. It is very 
highly organised institution and 
they have a day-to-day function 
everywhere. Whether they have an 
impact оп the society, right ог 
wrong, whether the apprehensions 
are genuine or not, I shall not go 
into that. So it is bound to agitate 
the minds of people at every crucial 
moment. This thing should be 
cleared up — that is what I feel. 

Q: Why do you think the fromer 
Jana Sangh leaders are not read 
to snap their links with the RSS? 

A: ‘The whole thing is that there 
is a feeling among people that the 
RSS is an organisation of a band of 
workers. Everybody wants to uti 
lise their services for political ad- 
vantage. Whether they belong to 
the erstwhile Jana Sangh or they 
don’t, everybody wants to cash in on 
the organised capacity of the RSS. 
But when the question comes of the 
apprehension in the minds of the 
minorities that has been created 
because of the long history of the 
RSS, they have not been able to 
swallow that. That is the whole - 
problem. They want to take Ше 

advantage but they. are not ready 

take the odium of what the RSS. 
been known in the.country for 
a long time. 


By BHOLA CHATTERJI 


F the Jana Sangh faith- 

ful is a “fascist, ‘then 

1 too am a fascist”; who 

coud have possibly said 

- that. way back in early 
1975?  Particuarly, waen the Jana 
: Sangh was wont to make a fetish of 
its anti-secular-obscurantist-authori- 
tarian pouiiticat ideology? Who else 


you would  probabiy say in retort. 
Well, you have guessed wrong. It 
was none other than Jayaprakash 
Narayan who made that statement. 
This, according to the March 6, 1975 
issue of the Motheriana, the Jana 


{ 
| Sangh mouthpiece, was what JP said 
while addressing the 20th annuel 
conference of the Jana Sangh held ín 
; New, Delhi. 
| To get the point one has only to 


| refer to the not so distant past. In 
| his presidential address to the Second 
li National Convention Against Com- 
3 munalism on December 28-29, 1908 
E JP said: “India being a country of 
hl many religions, almost every religi- 
b ous community has its own brand of 
communalism, They are all pernici. 

ous, but Hindu communalism is more 
pernicious than the others...Hindu 
communalism càn easily masquerade 

as Indian nationalism and denounce 

all opposition to it as being anti- 
national..Some like the  Rastriya 
Swayamsevak Sangh might do it 

Openly by identifying the Indian 

nation with Hindu Rashtra...When 

the Sangh (RSS) was under a shadow 

after Gandhiji’s murder there were 

many protestations about its being 

» entirely a cultural organisation. But 
apparentiy emboldened by the timi 
dity of the secuiar forces it has 
thrown its veil away and has emere- 
ed as the real power behind, ang 
controller of the Bharatiya Jana 
Sangh. The secular protestations ut 
tne Jana Sangh will never be taken 
seriously un,;ess it cuts the bonds 
Which tie it so firmly to the RSS 
niachine. Nor can the RSS be treat- 
ed as a cultural organization so long 
45 it remains the mentor and effec- 
tive manipulator of a political party,” 
He did not let the matter rest here, 
Reterring to «he “RSS itself", JP 
observed that “if it has the good of 
Indie at heart it should convert itself 
tom a narrowmirded Hindu organi- 
zation to a broadbased Indian organi- 
zation and admit into its ranks the 
young from pu communi aes and 
A m...to be disciplined, loyal 
and united citizens of ai: They 
Dis Would earn the gratitude of 
: cam they did that, but if they 
eppen to muke” зеп politics and 
а à way they will 
- Certainly kill the вош af 


but a morbidiy communalist Hindu, . 


‘Suffering deterioration”. 
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Did JP clear the 


blem of communalism. In the course 
of the same speech he said: ‘I 
have time only for one more religi- 
ous communalism, that of Muslim 
communalism. Certain facts of Indian 
history and . misinterpretations of 
Isiam, coupied with геасгюп to Hindu 
communaiism, have produced a type 
of Muslim communalism that is be- 
coming a danger both to the Muslims 
themseives and to tne country. There 
is one body that -I would like to 
identify particularly as a source of 
such danger—I mean the Jamaat-e- 
Islami.” At the same time, JP 
wanted it to be clearly understood 
that minority communatism was not 
only a response to Hindu communa- 
‘lism but aiso would grow in volume 
‘if Hindu Rashtra and not Bharatiya 
Rashira becomes the goal of the 
predominant Hindu community". 


Between then and 1975 the;couniry 
had changed and, with it JP'9 diag- 
nosis of the malady. As he put it in 
Prison Diary, "The country is head. 
ing for a downfull not only moral 
but also the economic. social and 
cultural deevadation of at least 40 
per cent of the Indian people who 
live helow the poverty line. One is 
reminded here of a statement of 
Renu who. while defining democracy, 
had said that it did not onlv mean a 
government established һу the 
peonle’s vote: it also meant that the 
people had the power to oust their 
rulers when found unworthy «o rule. 
Democracy has almost ceased to 
exist in India today. The pyramid 
of the political structure still stands 
On its apex. The same is true of the 
educational and almost all other 
spheres of public activity. It is a 
tragic story that beggars description." 

JP was almost persuaded that the 
alchemy of struggle would bring 
about a qualitative change in the 
ideas and attitudes of the political 
Parties, Anticipating the question 
whether the participation of opposi- 
tion political Parties in his movement 
was "an unmixed evil" JP said: 
"My unhesitating answer is No. lts 
first result,.is that it lends strength 
to the movement, But the more 
important thing is that the parties 
undergo a sea-change in the process. 
True, this would not happen in a 
State where there is no strong non- 
party leadership in the movement. 
But in Bihar it has happened. All 
the parties involved are committed 
to the aims of total revolution and 
to the dynamics of change: struggle." 
Even as he said thjs he had grave 
doubts about the wisdom of taking 
to the course that he did. He could 
well realise that this involved the 
complex issue of ends and means, that 
the ideal Пё had set himself was hard- 
ly compatible with the tool he was 
obliged to use, That-in a way explains 
why he said that “the ideal never 
gets translated into practice without 
Taking one 
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thing with another, one cannot avoid 
drawing the conclusion that the com. 
pulsion of events left JP with no 
alternative to putting a premium on 
expediency. Circumstances alter 
cases and JP, who had all along jn. 
sisted on sticking to the straight path 
of principled politics and whose 
major preoccupation had been the 
question of ends and means, seemed 
to have veered round to the point 
that a lesser evil could be employed 
to get to grips with a greater evi]: 
"the Congress monopoly of power at 
the Centre". 

But it did not take long for him tó 
realise that he was mistaker in his 
reckoning, Immediately after the 
March 1977 рага y election ft 
became quite clear that the period 
of sweet  roasonablene was Over, 
The succession of e ; 
that the RSS had n 
that it was det 
spanner into the w 
er than most oth 
JP woke up to the f t his con- 
cept of total revolution would be 
reduced to a mockery if the Janata 
Party continued to associate itself 
with any variety of communalism, 

Soon after his return from the US, 
where he had gone for medical treat- 
ment, JP stated in unadorned langu- 
age that the RSS was a malignant 
growth in the body politic of the 
country. In an interview to Samayika 
Varta, a weekly, on September 13, 
1977 JP said that the RSS had no 
justification to continue its separate 
existence "in the changed circum 
stances”. Speaking in the same vein 
he observed: "In the course of my 
contact with RSS leaders as well as 
cadres, I have noticed a change іп 
their outlook. They no longer have 
a feeling df animosity toward other 
communities. But in their heart of 
hearts they still believe in the con: 
cept of Hindu rashtra." 

That said, he advised the RSS to 
"disband itself and merge with the 
youth and cultural organizations of 
the Janata Party". If that wa» not 
possible the RSS should at least 
"open its doors to members of all 
communities, including Muslims an 
Christians, and make it possible for 
members of all castes and communi: 
ties, including Harijans, Muslims and 
Christians, to hold tne highest office 
in the organization’, He also sug- 
gested that the RSS front organisa- 
tions should join the Janata Party's 
front organisations. “If this is not 
done,” JP warned, "there will 
great potential for discord and con- 
flict in future’. And he reminded 
the RSS people that he had hopes 
that “they will give up the concept 
of Hindu rashtra and adopt in 15 
place that of Indian nationhood. 
which is a secular concept an 
embraces all communities living in 
India”. His hopes, however, wither- 
ed away much before he went the 
way of all flesh. 6 
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| OUPEE of centuries ago. 
апр eGamyot dac to legend, one 
of my ancestors who was 
then an Irish citizen, de. 
cided that the Emerald 
Isle was not good enough for him. 
So he sold his property lock, stock 
and barrel and used the profits to 
pay for his passage out to India 
which was for him a wonderful land 
of polo, sahibs,  sundowners and 
Hindoos. Although there is a parallel 
line of thought which suggests that 
he was evicted fróm ireland because 
he was a sheep thief, no one has 
ever been able to prove this intrig- 
uing theory. He liked India, stayed. 
on and raised a family which later 
intermarried. Thus his descendants— 
my ancestors — became known as 
Anglo-Indians, or people of European 
descent in the male line whose 
parents were habitual residents of 
India. 

It is not difficult to discover why 
Europeans, or, more specifically, Bri- 
tishers, of that time were so prone 
to intermarriage. In the early days 
of the East India Company there 
were very few Englishwomen here in 
India and so even in a large settle- 
ment like Madras, tedium was the 
order of the day and the only thing 
to look forward to was the weekly 
Sunday dinner. A writer in the Cal. 
cutta Review of 1845 describes these 
men as "desperate adventurers... 
who sought the golden shores of the 
East to repair their broken fortunes. 
They cheated, they gambled, they 
drank, they revelled in all kinds of 
debauchery”. Burke however, 
thought differently. “There is no- 
thing worse in the boys we send to 
India, than in the boys we are whip- 
ring at school, or whom we see 
trailing over a pike, or bending over 
a desk at home,” he affirmed. 

However he may have been, he 
was denied the company of women 
of his own race since the regulations 
of the East India Company forbade 
Englishwomen sharing the risks and 
privations of their men. They there- 
fore wasted no time in moaning ab- 
out their fortunes and accordingly 
chose their partners from the women 
of the land. Such marriages were 
considered respectable and they con- 
tinued. although with decreasing fre- 
quency, until the Renewal of the 
Company’s Charter in 1833, when the 
existing regulations about residence 
in India except by servants of the 
Company were withdrawn. The open- 
ing of the overland route via_ the 
Suez Canal made the trip out to India 
infinitely less tedious, with the anti: 
cipated result that there was a great 
influx of Englishmen and women into 
this country. At around this time two 
novel terms came into being: One 
was the "fishing fleet" and the other 
was "return empties". The former re 
ferred to the droves of women who 
left England and came to India with 
the sole intention of hooking hus- 
bands, while the latter, predictably, 
referred to those unlucky maidens 
who failed in their endeavours and 
had to return to their homeland. 
One charge that has been frequently 
—and often maliciously—levelle 
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against the Anglo-Indian community 


is that it retains the char. isti 
.manners and e 


The British husband found it easier, 
-call it laziness if you like, to teach 
his Indian wife the English language 
than to Pick up her vernacular. Thus 
the English language, customs and 
practices became the dominant strain 
In such families and they have re- 
tained this character even today. It 
is difficult to find a member of the 
community who can speak a national 
language with any degree of profici- 
ency. There are some notable excep- 
tions, of course, but they are few. 

There are still others who Speak 
of England as being "home", re- 
gardless of whether they have ever 
set foot on English soil or not. My 
closest friend in school had been born 
and bred in Calcutta but he never 
reall thoüght of the city as being 
home. To him, it was a surrogate 
hometown and I always suspected 
that he secretly dreamt of London, 
although he had only been there once, 
as a child, and probably could re- 
member nothing about the city. Dur- 
ing the 1971 Indian tour of England 
and the historic victory of the touris- 
ts under Ajit Wadekar we used to 
follow the series very closely. Dur- 
ing the day we used to scan the 
school notice boards for the latest 
Scores and at night we used to slink 
into a friendly prefect’s room to 
follow the Tests on his radio. The 
fall of an English wicket would send 
us into soundless jigs for joy (sound- 
less because we risked having our 
pocket money docked if we were 
caught) but he would sit alone in 
agony. After India had clinched the 
series, a number of us pulled his leg 
about whether he wanted to revert to 
Indian citizenship. 


Scratch most members of the Ang- 
lo-Indian community and you find a 
person whose first love is sport. The 
noted sports commentator, A. F. S. 
Talyarkhan, writing in the Times ој 
India in 1968 said “India’s hockey 
grew thanks to the greatest hockey- 
playing entity the world will ever 
know : the Anglo-Indian community 
of the country”. This is more than 
true. In 1926 an Indian Army hockey 
team which was about to depart to 
New Zealand played a practice match 
against an impromptu Anglo-Indian 
team from the North-western Rail- 
way. The carefully selected Army 
team was well and truly trounced. 
Two years later, at.the Olympics, the 
Indian hockey team swept aside all 
‘opposition, scoring 23 goals against 
their opponents without conceding 
even one. Of the 11 playing members, 
eight were Anglo-indians, while 
the manager and two of 
the three reserves also belong- 
ed to the community. It would not 
be out of place to add that this Olym- 
pic team had been beaten by a scrat- 
ch Anglo-Indian team from Bombay. 
Leslie Claudius, who represented 
India at four successive Olympic 
Games, was described as one of the 
greatest half-backs the world has 
ever seen. His son Robert, affection- 
ately known as “Bobby” had just re- 


lifestyle of the British. 
The reason for this is fairly simple. - 
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turned to Calcutta after participating 
in the World Cup hockey tournament 
at Buenos Aires when he was tragi- 
cally killed in à scooter accident. 


T is interesting that to- 

day no one pokes more 

fun at the Anglo-Indian 

community than the 

AngloIndians _themsélv- 
es. And we have one man in particu- 
lar to thank for this ability to laugh 
at our own faults. This man is no 
longer in Calcutta, but in the long 
years he spent here, Ken Stewart was 
a hallmark in the city. A marriage 
was never the same if Ken was not 
around; we tried to postpone our 
christenings if the proposed date 
did not suit him; no club function 
was ever a success if he was not the 
Master of Ceremonies. 

It wasn’t that Ken thought there 
was anything wrong with Anglo 
Indians—he was a staunch one him 
self (“A thick one” he described 
himself, using a favourite phrase of 
the community). But it was he who 
‘taught us that there is no essential 
difference between the various strata 
within the community. Ken was no 
preacher but his message was al 
ways the same—"Smuile, things are 
never quite as bad as they seem", 
His jokes are still told at parties by 
people who try and pass them off as 
their own but the one I like best was 
related to me by Mr. Neil O’Brien, 
the Anglo-Indian MLA from West 
Bengal and the butt of the joke in 
this case. He had given Ken a lift 
home one evening and the latter did 
not miss the opportunity to quip 
“How many people can claim to have 
an MLA for a driver ?” Ken was a 
wonderful mimic and always had his 
audiences in splits of laughter with 
his acts though, according to a gener- 
al consensus, his imitation of a tailor 

the inevitable ‘“durzee” to every 

nglo-Indian family) was the one 
thdt corneréd the most leughs. It 
was the same act over and over again 
but it never failed to delight his fans. 
He would appear dressed for all the 
world like:a harassedtailor. with a 
long shirt over a checked lungi, a 
measuring tape draped — untidily 
around his neck and the usual bundle 
of clothes over his shoulder. Then he 
would launch off into a long tirade 
against those imaginary stomers 
who gave him the most trouble. It is 
ample proof of the rapport between 
Ken and the rest of the community 
that his victims always laughed lou- 
dest at the jokes. | 


It was not long before Ken’s brand 
of humour brushed off on the rest of 
the community. Soon everyone began 
cracking jokes about Nizam’s and 
their famous “kathi” rolls which have 
somehow become synonymous with 
the Anglo-Indian community. The 
“kathi” shop became the focal point 
for a “gup” or the Anglo-Indian equi- 
valent of a chat. The latest “khabb- 
ar" was who had “labjao-ed” (hack. 
ed, as in kite-flying) whose girlfriend, 
or who had been putting on a lot of 
“kunni”? (another allusion to kite- 
flying, meaning putting on airs and 
graces). It was a sad day for the com- 
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munity when Ken announced that. he 
was leaving the country for good and 
the resultant “Ken Stewart Farewell 
Show” was sold out well in advance. 
No hall could possibly have accommo- 
dated the number of people who wan- 
ted to say goodbye to Ken and so the 
organisers decided on an outdoor 
musical festival at La  Martiniere 
School. It was a stifling hot summer 
eyening but every chair was occupi- 
ed an hour before the concert 
began and thousands who could not 
find their places stood for seven 
hours, from five in the evening till 
midnight, till the last notes of the 
music had died away. One of the 
most touching moments came when 
Ken was overcome by emotion dur- 
ing his farewell speech and could on- 
ly blink the tears from his eyes while 
thousands of his friends chered bim 
as they had never cheered before. 
Usha Uthup, the famous singer who 
has always held a special place in 
Calcutta’s heart, hugged Ken and 
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Roger Binny, the Anglo-Indian. Tes 
allrounder from Bangalore 


1 
t 
burst into song, but after a few bars 
her voice broke and then it was only 


the band that played on in the grow- 
ing darkness, 


HRISTMAS for the com- 

munity is without a doubt 

the greatest time of thə 

year. It is a time for new 

да clothes, for family reuni- 
ons, for listening to Christmas carols 
on cold nights. It is a time for joyous 
celebration, for gathering around 
Christmas trees in living rooms, de- 
corated with tinsel and imitation 
snow. It is a time to go out carol 
singing in groups and to hear the 
haunting notes of carols like “Silent 
Night"; it is the season for milk pun- 
ch and homemade wine, for grand- 
mother’s cakes and plum puddin, 
for kulkuls (one wonders at the ori 
gins of such a name) and rose cooki- 
es. For the ladies it is an opportunity 
to try and lift a good recipe from a 
neighbour. Each family has its owa 
recipe, handed down from generation 
to generation, for the traditional 
Christmas cakes. Often these recipes 
are closely guarded secrets and so it 
is very rare to find two cakes in dilf- 
erent households that taste-fhe: same 
The Anglo-Indian is gregarious by 
his very nature; it is in his biood. He 
places great stress on the practice of 
visiting friends and relatives, while 
clubs too form an integral part of his 
lifestyle. The club to him represents 
a home away from home; there are 
three typically Anglo-Indiau clubs in 
Calcutta alone and each one perhaps 
ıs a legend in its own right. The first 
is the Grail Club on Park Strect, 
which still has a very high percenta- 
ge of Anglo-Indian members. The 
second js the Rangers Ciub, founded 
in 1896, which gained fame through 
sport, its dances and its well. run 
Sweep which enabled the club to 
donate lavishly to various charities. 
The most famous of the three is 
the Dalhousie Institute, affectionate 


ly referred to as the 0! and sometim- : 
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es as "The Lousy Institute". It was 
founded on the site of what is today 
Telephone Bhavan but the club pre- 
mises were later shifted to Jhowtalla 
Road. Although it is in no way a club 
exclusively for members of the Anglo 
Indian community, there is a spirit 
about it which is very difficult to des- 
cribe and which the members refer 
to as the "family feeling". It is a 
place for everyone, young and old 
alike, with its tennis courts, swimm- 
ing pool, billiard tables, table tennis 
tables and of course а well-stocked 
bar. Social functions at these clubs 
are ample evidence of this family 
feeling and no such function is ever 
complete without a danoe. It is al- 
ways more than likely that, even if a 
dance has not been scheduled, there 
will be one by the time the show is 
over. And if the music is not loud 
enough, it doesn't really matter, be- 
cause everyone will chip in with a bit 
of singing. The popularity of the 
Dalhousie Institute is always most in 
evidence at the traditional New Year 
dance, when the tables are crammed 
to capacity and it is not just the cold 
that causes the couples on the floor to 
dance a little closer. And on the stro- 
ke of midnight, the musical chimes 
strike twelve and the problems of the 
past year never seem further away as 
hundreds of voices break into “Auld 
Lang Syne". 


HE railway colonies 

were once a focal point 

of Anglo-Indian life and 

the premier of these was 
Ч the one at Kharagpur, a 
two-hour drive from Calcutta. We 
heard our fathers speak in glowing 
terms of the sporting life in the town- 
ship, of the fabulous dances that 
used to be held at the railway insti- 
tute there, and of the hospitality 
that was so legendary. But the Khar- 
agpur of today is very different from 
the one our fathers knew and loved. 
Apart from the distinction of having 
the longest railway platform in .the 


country, there is little else of interest 
is laid out in 


there. The township 


Leslie Claudius, the only man in the 
world. to represent his country at four. 
successive Olympic Games 


neat squares, the boundaries of 
which are narrow tarred roads that 
are surprisingly smooth, Very 
little traffic traverses these roads, 
apart from the occasional bus ог сус" 
le rickshaw. There are the old bunga- 
lows by the side of the roads, each 
with its own plot of dry land that was _ 
once a garden. 21 


Age has begun to show. Тһе rail- 
way institute, the scene of so many 
wonderful functions, is now derelict 
and is scheduled to be pulled down. 
The bandstand where once, not so 
long ago, brass bands played regular- 
ly, has not seen a coat of paint for 
many years. “There have been more 
changes here”, Mr Rupert Wain- 
wright told me, “more perhaps than — 

I can ever describe to you. This used - 
to be a thriving colony, a happy colo- 

ny once upon a time, with plenty of 
social life, but most of the Anglo- 
Indians have left now". There is no 
bitterness in his voice, only a trace 

of resignation and. nostalgia. Ho 
knits his brows as he tries to explain 
what he means. “Our children are 
the ones that suffzr here, so a lot of 
them go to Calcutta. to work. They 
stay there in hostels and come and 
visit us whenever they can, Even 
those who opt for college must leave 
here and go to Calcutta so you сап 
realise what a deep sense of lonelin- 
ess there is here. I have a daughter 
who is working in Calcutta, a son 
who is studying there and one daugh- 
ter is working as a nurse in Patna. 
My other daughter and two other - 
sons are still with me as they are: 
still af school-going age.” Mr Wain- 
wright, who was a member of the 
BNR (Bengal Nagpur Railway) hoc- 
key team that won the Beighton Cup ~ 
many years ago, suddenly looke 
very tired when I asked him ab ut 
Sport in the colony. “We once had Mie 
finest talent in the country here ia this 
colony, but all that has changed no: 

He smiled suddenly and 
must be getting tired 
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A view of the Mary Cooper Home 
from within the courtyard 
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by now, büt it is a fact. Our Anglo- 
Indian boys—the few that are left 
here now—will find ít difficult to att- 
ain the standard and proficiency in 
sport that people of my generation 
did. This is not to say that they do 
not have the same interest or aptitu- 
de, but there are just not enough of 
them left”. 
What he said is true, although a 
team of Kharagpur boys acquitted 
themselves well two years ago in the 
inter-railway tournament. I watched 
a few of them at a practice session at 
the colony’s stadium. The game clear- 
ly meant more to them than the bla- 
zing afternoon heat but they did not 
guit their tireléss running and dribb- 
ling till the shadows began to leng- 
then. While they tried to outwit each 
other, the Sweat dripping off their 
brows, I noticed a middle-aged gent- 
leman sitting about twenty yards 
away from me, watching the game 
24 


: Public Domain. UP State Museum, Hazratganj. Lucknow 


Digitized 


i » I mistook him for a resident 
E NOME so I walked up and began 
talking to him. Jerry Lonneaux, I dis- 
covered in the course of the conver- 
sation, was indeed Kharagpur-born 
although he now stays in Calcutta. 
He was more philosophical about the 
changes that had taken place. “Yes, 
it has changed unbelievably, but then 
that again is. only to be expected, is- 
n't it ? Still, it does come as a bit of 
a shock to see how this place has al- 
tered. I come here every year with 
my old mother. We spend about a 
month here and I always . see more 


.changes with each visit. The whole 


place. is so different from the colony. 
] remember." i : 

“The day will come" he told me as 
‘he ‘stubbed out his cigarette and slow- 
ly exhaled with what seemed to 
be a sigh of sorrow, “when there will 
not be a single Anglo-Indian left 
here. The older ones will die, their 
children will move on because there 
will be no future for them here.” 
Teenager Vernon Wainwright echoed 
a similar sentiment that evening 
when I sounded him out in an attem- 
pt to grasp the problems of the 
youngsters in the colony. "I am not 
ashaméd to be an Anglo-Indian," he 
told me, “but I’m willing to face 
facts. The education here is all right 
up to a certain level but I will do 
my college in Calcutta and stay on 
there to work. Personally, I feel that 


. the era of the Anglo-Indian railway 


colonies has come to a close." 


ITH the .death of the 
railway colonies, the cen- 
tre of Anglo-Indian life 
is Calcutta, in which city 
is represented every sec- 
tion of the community, from the 
poorest at Tiljala to those who occu- 
py the posts of executives in various 
firms. They are spread out all over 
the city, although there are some are- 
as which are practically mini-colonies 
for the community. But the commu- 
nity is diminishing in this city as well 
and there are considerably less Anglo- 
Indians now than there were, ау, 
ten years ago. Many have migrated, 
either to England or Australia: the 
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vast majority to the latter country, 
In some cases whole families have 
left; in others individuals packed up 
their bags and tried to make 
a new life for themselves in 
other countries. Some have 
made their fortunes, some have not 
but the community continues to. thin 
out considerably. х : 

My eldest brother Keith migrated 
to Australia ten years ago, and short- 


солуута 
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granted Australian 
citizenship, he came out ог a visit to 


ly after he was 


India. His new nationality led to 
quite an incongruous situation when 
he came to see me in Darjeeling, 
where I was in school. When my 
brother decided to extend his stay in 
the hill station, he had to take special 
permission, as a foreign national, in 
order to do so. My mother, one of 
my other brothers and I accompanied 
him to the authorities. One of them 
sanctioned his extension without any 
delay and then asked my mother if 
she would allow him to ask her just 
one question out of curiosity. My 
mother said yes, although she did 
look a little puzzled. “Madam” 
said the bemused official, “how is it 
that you have two Indian sons and 
one Australian son ?" 

As a result of mass migration, 
there are cases where children leave 
the country one by one, until the 
parents are left alone, with nothing 
to look forward to after retirement 
except perhaps a meagre pension an 
a bleak little flat. To this end there 
is an essentially Anglo-Indian innova 
tion: the home for the aged. In the 
absence of a joint family .system, 
such institutions guarantee а roof 
over the heads of those who no long: 
er have a means of supporting them: 
selves. For a very nominal sum they 
are cared for, fed and nursed at 
‘these homes. In case they do пої 
have the money to pay, there are cer- 
tain trust funds that provide the 
money. The atmosphere at these 
places is a poor substitute for the 
family life that these elderly folks 
have been denied, or conversely, that 
they can no longer afford. But they 
have the satisfaction of knowing that 
all their needs will be taken care 0 
and most of all that they do not 
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ave 

aus | һауе to face the loneliness and alien- 
i A. ation that is almost always linked 
n | with old age. 

ave | 

not | HE Mary Cooper Home 

hin for the Aged in Calcutta 

| is well maintained апа 
ted | preserved. The lawns are 
ort- | neatly cropped, the two- 


) Storeyed building is kept immacula- 
tely clean and the brass fittings 
Sparkle. As one enters there is a col- 
our photograph of Queen Elizabeth, 
one that must have been taken many 
years ago. The corridors are sunny 
and clean. Outside, in the grassy 
courtyard there is a birdpond with a 
pigeon drinking out of it, Nearby 
there is a goblin in colourful clothes, 
complete with cap and butterfly net 
and it is only at this stage that one 
does a double-take and realises that 
re both the goblin and the pigeon are 
fashioned from cement. Both are the 
creations of one of the inmates of 
the home, a Mr Nelson, who died 
many years ago and whose wife used 
to look on my three brothers and me 
as her sons until she died early last 
year. 

She used to tell us stories about 
| life at the home whenever she used 
to spend the day at our house. “They 
are very good to us," she would say, 
"but at the same time it can be diffi- 
cult to get on with everyone. All of 


lian | us are getting on in years and we all 
t to have our own idiosyncracies which 
to do not always suit others. So there is 
hen sometimes friction but on the whole 
Ing, i we are as happy as we can be in such 
my a situation. Certainly we get all the 
y in attention we want.” ' Sometimes, 
cial where she was worried or preoccupi- 
,in ed, her outlook was different. One 
. of day, when she was particularly gloo- 
Lied my, she told us “You know, the worst 
lem thing about being 1n a home like this 
any is that you know it is the final stage 
- if of your life. You shift into a room 
just which you sometimes have to share. 
My Maybe you linger on for a year, may- 
did ( be буе, maybe ten; but you know that 
m” your days are numbered. You know 
it that you are going to die and it will 
: d only be a matter of time. When some- 
M one here dies,everyone wonders whose 
1 5 turn it is goidg to be next, but no 
Юл one discusses it in the open." 
м 
the HEREVER there have 
ing been Anglo-Indians, there 
ent have been flowers, a 
and truth that exists even to- 
ere day. Flowers were very 
va e much a part of my childhood, when 
the . our sprawling lawns were ablaze im 
em, winter with sweetpeas, cannas and 
‘oof beds of some of the most massive 
ng: dahlias I have ever seen. One of my 
em: most vivid memories relates to the 
hey Winter of the Queen’s Dahlia. My 
at father was determined that his prize 
not dahlia be entered in a flower show 
cer- which Queen Elizabeth, on a visit to 
the India, was to judge. So it was that a 
huge white beauty became known as 
58 the Queen's Dahlia. No one was all- 
ше d owed within a five yard radius and 
lks all games in the vicinity were natur- 
hat ally taboo. The Queen’s Dahlia grew 
he and prospered and everyone breathed 
hal casier as the great day drew nearer. 
о But one of my brothers, a pugnacious 
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southpaw named Brian, who must 
have been about twelve years old 
them, hit a sizzling. four during a 
game of cricket which unfortunately 
snapped the stem of the Queen's 
Dahlia. No one spoke, which was un- 
derstandable in view of the gravity 
of the situation. I was too young then 
to be included in the proceedings 
but I do remember that my brother 
Mike found a piece of thin, very 
strong wire and carried out instant 
surgery so that the Queen's Dahlia 
stood proud once again. That evening 
however I forgot my enforced vow 
of silence and chattily told my father 
what had.happened. I don't recall 
what took place after that, but I do 


ber that it was a long time be- 

fore T was allowed to play cricket 
ith brothers again. 

Mute flowers, which have аі 

ways meant so much to. Anglo-Indian 

families throughout India, have with 


ered away. The once immaculately 


i dges are now dusty and 
trimmed hecs are оүег- 


lies who have left the shores of the 


country for ever; 


the friends who are now thous- 


ands of miles away. It is a sad com. 
munity which has more or less resig. 
ned itself to the fact that 
it faces extinction in the not-too dis. 
tant future. Anglo-Indian representa. 
tion in Parliament is scheduled to 
come to an end in 1981, despite thc 
best efforts of men like Frank Antho- 
ny, and a number of brows are furro- 
wed with apprehension. Those who 
prefer to quit the country will grab 
the first chance they get; those who 
stay on will see their children inter- 
marry. 

It will not be very long before 
there is nothing left of the Anglo- 
Indian community except legends 
and old, dog-eared photographs. 
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Torn between two worl 


AM an Anglo-Indian and proud 

to be one. All that has to be 
said about this minority commu- 
nity has been, perhaps, touched 
upon in the books by Herbert 
Stark, Frank Anthony, Reginald 
Maher and others. I have no pre- 
tensions to add to their contribu- 
tions on the history of the Anglo- 
Indians. Leaders like Sir Henry 
Gidney, Frank Anthony and A. E. 
T. Barrow, helped by others of 
lesser stature, gained recognition 
and constitutional guarantees for 
their community from the Govern- 
ment of India after the country 
gained Independence. 

The Anglo-Indianis a product of 
a union between East and West. 
For over a century we were refer- 
red to as Eurasions, half-castes and 
country-born. Our women were 
looked down on as chhee chhee. 
These descriptions all have deroga- 
tory connotations. Sir Henry Gid- 
ney’s efforts resulted in establish- 
ing a nomenclature more in keep- 
ing with the union between East 
and West and the Anglo-Indian has 
been clearly and unambiguously 
defined: in the Government of India 
Act of 1935 Article 366 (2): “Ап 
Anglo-Indian means a person 
whose father or any of whose male 
progenitors in the male line is or 
was of European descent but who 
is domiciled within the territory of 
India and is or was born within 
such territory of parents habitually 
resident therein and not establish- 
ed there for temporary purposes 
only." 2 5 

The Caleutta Police Force for- 
merly provided gainful employ- 
ment to very large numbers of the 
community but today the picture is 
very different. One can practical- 
ly count them on one's fingers, The 
Railways, Customs, Post and Tele- 
Measurers, Port 


Commissioners and large mercan- 


tile firms were all served 
Anglo-Indians to a very ED е 
tent, but now their almost total 
absence is all too noticeable. 

Take a look at the playing fields 
26 
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in schools and on the Maidan. The 
Rangers Club was the only Anglo- 
Indian club in this city that could 
field two full and equally compe- 
tent teams in football, hockey and 
cricket, All these sides could hold 
their own against the best avail- 
able, not only in Calcutta but also 
from outside the city. Today’s 
story makes very sad reading. The 
club’s social activities were once 
the talk of the town—they still are, 
but not in the same terms. 


qus services still have their 
nucleus of the Anglo-Indians 
who continue to make a name for 
themselves in the Rolls of Honour. 
Members of the community acquit- 
ted themselves honourably in both 
confrontations with Pakistan and 
perhaps even today some Anglo- 
Indian names remain household 
words. There were the  Keelor 
brothers, then Squadron Leaders, 
who literally exploded the myth 
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of the invincible Sabres used against 
us by the Pakistanis. Both brothers, 
Trevor and Denzil, shot down a 
Sabre each while flying Gnats, 
which were till then considered in- 
fcrior to the F86 Sabres. Мо less 
than them were heroes like Wing 
Commander William MacDonald 
Goodman—whose Mystere pilots 
wreaked havoc against the oppo- 
sing forces—and fliers like Tony 
Mousinho and Group Captain Lloyd. 
Lt. General Pat Dunne, who gain- 
ed so much fame, was an Anglo- 
Indian too. 

A question that appears pertinent 
{о me is why the Anglo-Indians 
left this country in their thousands 
efter Independence. Were they 


unmindful of the community’s glo- : 


rious past? Why has the commu- 
nity failed to respond to the 
Indian Government's generous atti- 
tude to them, and what has hap- 
pened to their sense of loyalty? In 
spite of the oppression of the Bri- 
{ish for over a century, thousands 
have migrated to the British Isles 
and thousands more to the Domi- 
nions. Entire families who migrated 
did not always go to the same des- 
tnation and very often part fami- 
Jies remained on in India. Why did 
the Anglo-Indian Association at the 
Centre fail to tackle this problem 
properly and why did the West 
Bengal Branch actively help in ac- 
celerating this exodus? 

Two very far-reaching conse- 
quences stem from this mass migra- 
tion. The community has reached 
iis lowest ebb and faces extinction 
in possibly a hundred years from 
now, Avenues for employment are 
heing restricted not by unwilling- 
ness on the part of employees but 
by the fear that the Anglo-Indian 
is a time server and will leave as 
Soon as it is convenient for him to 
do so. In spite of rigid immigration 


rules in Britain and the Common-. 


wealth countries, coupled with 
siringent financial rules governing 


money that can be taken out of the- 


country, the Anglo-Indian is still 
leaving. [| 
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TO- AN the Opposition put The other senior political oppor- 

rho up a joint fight tunist of the country, Jagjivan 

rab Т against the Congress. Ram,is now playing the most cis- 

ho di (D during the next ruptive role in the Opposition, The 

'er- n | Assembly elections ? mother and the son are playing a 
| To me, it seems to be almost game through him which can 

ore {| impossible. Though they are all compared with the game they 

rlo- i aware that no single Opposition played through Charan Singh and 

ids Hi Party can defeat the Congress (1) Raj Narain in 1979 to bring down 
| in any of the States and though the Janata Government, If Babuji 

i it is clear охота a child that ane ae the expected role fucci 
== | ошу a unite Pposition can put u e may expect “a respecte 

| ир some strong resistance to Mrs By BARUN SENGUPTA _ position in the Cabinet and immu- 
| Gandhi, it would still be stupid to д r nity from this or that raid”. But 
| expect the Opposition to close | thinks “we should not hasten to would not the example of Bahu- 

w their ranks. The Opposition is now | forge an alliance again which may | guna keep him under constant 

k more divided than it was during | appear to be opportunistic and un- | fear and uncertainty 7 

| the Lok Sabha elections. And, 1 | workable to the people". They The non-communist Left is a 
nst am afraid, they will be further | would prefer to wait and allow all small force composed of the form- 
ars, divided in the coming months. the anti-Mrs Gandhi forces: to | er Socialists, PSP-men and other 
1а The truth is that apart from the | come closer during the process of | small Parties. All of them want a 
ats CPI(M) no Opposition Party is too | a long struggle. The third Eroup | broad-based front against Mrs 
in- keen on putting up a joint fight | Wants a dialogue with Mrs Ganchi | Gandhi and they are not allergic 
ess against Mrs Gandhi. The CPI(M) | and her son. They argue that with | to anyone. But, they are not a 
А has proposed one Opposition can- | the presence of the Russians in major force and hence they can- 
ШЕ didate in all the constituencies. | Afghanistan and the threat of nor. positively influence national 
a Not a joint front as such—only an | Pan-Islam, all patriotic Indians | politics very much. The pro-Mos- 
os adjustment of seats. But the | Should come closer. They think. | cow Communists and progressives 
po- CPI(M) is no force in those nine | Sanjay Gandhi is a patriotic Indi- | are also no major political force 
ny States. The dominant forces in | an first and then everything else. | of the country. But, with their 
yd. those States are the Janata Party | This group is composed of some | tact, experience vital positions in 
in- and the Lok Dal And the situa. | diehard RSS men. { different Parties, money power 
lo- tion within these two Parties is so The old Congressmen in the | and generous support of the pro- 

confusing at the moment and per. | Opposition now can be divided in- Moscow Press, they play a vital 
ent sonal relations between the top | to two groups—those who fought | role in all the political manoeuvr- 
leaders of these two Parties are | against Mrs Gandhi in 1969 aud | ings in Delhi. Alas, they are also 
ans : е : 185 + EU е 
d so bitter that they cannot be ex- | those who were with her till 1977.. divided now! Some of them a 
Heke pected to complete the difficult | The first group is still bitter to- | anti-Mrs Gandhi while others sup- 
d and complicated task of adjust. | Wards Mrs Gandhi, they want to. | port her. This difference of opini- 
104 ment in about one thousand Ass- | Stop her at all costs, but they | on оп the tactical line of the 
lu- embly constituencies : think that no arrangement can group is expected to continue till 
the х it an broadly be | Work with a person like Charan | clear “friendly advice" comes from 
tti- UR Opposition сал broadivabe Singh. So they do not want any ad- | abroad. . 
ар- Sanghees and the RSS men the | justment with the Lok Dal Some The major Left force of the 
In ld C 1 d the’ of the Congressmen who opposed | country, the CPI(M), though try- 
i 0 Ores PEOP aros: и Mrs Gandhi and Sanjay Gandhi ing to put up a bold face against 
am | овозша: the поп; одати е іп the post-1977 period wanted а Mrs Gandhi publicly and advocat- 
nds ees Dro Moscow Hi M resolute and united fight against | ing a resolute united fight against 
les | and the CPI(M). T b 1 ana san- | the mother and the son. They are | her, is also trying to buy peace 
Dac | Khecs and BSS menebe оп aos not unwilling to join hands with | with, her secretly. Two of their 
ted y ly to the Janata Party. The old the Jana Sanghees and the RSS Politbureau members have 
es- E Congress people and opportunists men. Some others of this group | тёё some persons close to Mrs 
ni- are in the Congress (U), Janata are still bitterly opposed to the | Gandhi and Sanjay separately sin- 
did Party and the Lok Dal The non | P^ "S. gh and RSS and want a | ce the Lok Sabha polls and have 
ihe | Communist Leftists are in the | ited front against the Congress | pleaded “peaceful coexistence. 
ES Janata, Lok Dal, Forward Bloc. (I) minus the Jana Sangh к RSS. But the Party as such does not 
est | RSP and PWP. The proMoscow | "Ge can write page after pagc | trust her and if there is a joint 
E Progressives are in the CPI, Con | bout the political opportunists іп | front to stop Mrs Gandhi they 
26 | gress (U) and Lok Dal. ‚ | the Opposition today. One of the | would welcome the idea. 

1 2 The Jana Sanghees and the RSS biggest opportunists on the Indian Needless to say, this complicat- 
se | men are still the most organised political scene today, Charan | ed and confused situation in the 
ee | Opposiionspolitical force пе Singh, is strongly for a broad-bas- | Opposition. suits Mrs Gandhi and 
ied $ country, though their mass base is ed, anti-Indira front at the mo- | Sanjay perfectly. If they cannot 
ion not that strong. Mrs Gandhi and ment. He is no longer very anti- | bring almost all the important 
om | Sanjay Gandhi still consider them | Terr aad RSS. He is keen | state Governments under Congress 
are to be their main adversaries. to join hands with the progressiv- | (1) rule and if they cannot secure 
185 There are шша bree) OD nS es and Lefists also. However, he | a two-thirds majority in the Rajya 
but | within this Јапа _ Sangh Hes has only опе stipulation — h: | Sabha they cannot go ahead with 
ian И group. One group thinks tha d should be the leader of this front | all their plans and programmes - 

ЕБ | should try to build up, a broad | ог adjustment. To the credit of “to strengthen the country". So, 
to anti-Mrs Gandhi front immediate: this old man, it must be admitted | till they do that they will try to 
E L ly and arrange an adjustment Г that he is unafraid of CBI raids, | keep the Opposition divided. I 
10 seats with all the anti COREE ц) unlike some of his senior former | have no doubt, some of the Oppo- 
ith Alsi Behari Vajpayee. The second | colleagues and has а strong per- | sition Parties and leaders will go 
a Н агуапа. i Ve 
ing group, headed by L. K. Advani, | sonal base in UP and Haryana оп helping them in this task. 
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| STOP TREMBLING 
MERON AND PUT MY FRIEND LIKE THAT, OR YOU'LL 
: BACK IN CHAINS. : NEVER GET THE 
WE'RE WASTING ae JOB DONE/ 


[2 ROT AN CERTI 
LL GIVE YOU pS ыу 
A HAND ок уе Y f A STOP IT, CENTURION 
: a ui 2 THAT’S DONE. 
РО WILL YOU* 


JUST A MOMENT! 
WE FORGOT OUR 
SHOPPING 
BAG. IT'S OVER 
THERE / 
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Introducing the Khasis 


en 
By PRADEEP DASGUPTA 
eee 


‘Subir Roy 


Ward Lake, Shillong 


R J. N. CHOWDHURY'5 dili- 
gence in presenting a conti- 
nuous narrative of the eniire 
cultural and political history of the 
Khasis within the compass oi a 
single yolume is commendable, Any 
outsider seeking a broad knowledz2 
about Khasis, one of the mos: ad- 
vanced tribal communities of the 
country, will surely find the book 
immensely useful and interesting. 
The 426-page volume not only 
draws profusely on the accounts of 
all earlier writers on this and allied 
subjects, but also contains two 
illuminating articles by two noted 
literators of the Khasi-Pnar (Jain- 
tia or Synteng) segment of Megha- 
laya. Mr Chowdhury, now above 
60, has mostly lived in Shillong 
which is the hub of Khasi life as 
well as the State capital of Megha- 
laya, Besides, being associated 
with the Research Department of 
the Government of Arunachal Pra- 
desh since its inception, he had 
Pied. Ne was denied to or 
j by many asi writers" 
юка! out by tes, "LEES 
is foreword to the book) to all 


rare materials relevant to the sub- ' 


ject of his study. All thes - 
doubtedly make the treatise 5 
authentic one, though its author 
39 


does not claim to have done very 
original research on the Khasis. 
Geologists say that the beautiful 
hilly tract, inhabited by the colour- 
ful Khasi people and described as 
the "Scotland of the East", originau- 
ted long before the emergence of 
the Himalayas. The Khasi-Pnar 
people are amongst the earliest 
migrants into the north-eastern 
region of India, but there are con- 
troversies about their origin, Like 
all other tribes, the Khasis have 
their own legends to say that the 
came down from the heaven wi 
tne help of a golden ladder and 
chose to remain on earth. How- 
ever, according to Sir E. A. Gait, 
the Khasis are "a remnant of the 
first Mongolian overflow into 
India”, whose language “is the only 
surviving dialect in India of the 
Mon-Khmer family ^f languages] 
But while there are no two opi- 
nions about the identity of the 
language, others differ with Gait 
about the ethnic origin of the 
Khasis. _ Accordi to Rajmohan 
Nath (Background of Assamese 
Culture), for instance, the Khasis 
and the Syntengs owe their origins 
to the same racial stock called 
Besatis’, as mentioned in the Peri- 
plus of the Erythraean Sea (first 


century AD), which lived 
northern neighbourhood of Sumatr 


in the, 
in а territory named "This". The 
Besatis people were Austric. Mr 
Chowdhury believes that the Kha: 
sis are basically Austric, though 
they acquired some Mongoloid cha- 
racters in the process of their mi. 
gration ın prehistoric time, He 
agrees too with E. T. Dalton in his 
obeutvation that the Austric. 
speaking people, who steadfastly 


‘adhered to their ancient faith, also 


largely retained their original lan- 
guage. 

Mr  Chowdhury's comparative 
approach to the Khasi matriliny 
and his narratives on the Khasi 
dress, culture, artg and crafts and 
religion also make interesting 
reading. These are factual details 
narrated by earlier writers in their 
monographs and the 
hardly added anything to them. 
One would, though, have expected 
him to dilate elaborately on the 
"winds of change" which have 
affected Khasi society, particularly 
since the advent of the British in 
the hillig and following Indepen- 
dence, Бо much so that the asi 
eople, in spite of the poverty of a 
arge section of them in the rural 
areas and retention of some of 
their original social and cultural 
usages, can no longer be recognised 
as “tribals”, : 
Writing his book, as he did, in 
late 1977, Mr Chowdhury could 
take a little more pains to further 
enrich and embellish the chapter 
on . “political events" instead of 
stopping 


of Meghalaya, in which the Khasis 


constitute a majority of the popu- 
lation, 


Indeed, the last two de- 
cades are a very important and 
significant chapter in: the history 
of the Meghalayan people, morë 
particularly the Khagis, and a de- 
piction of the . Khasi canvas re: 
mains incomplete without an ela- 
borate coverage of the important 
developments of the Seventies a8 
well as of the preceding decade. Jt 
was in the 70's that Assam’s ca 
was shifted from Shillong, fallow- 
ed by the shifting of some import- 
ant offices of the 
Arunachal Pradesh and the Cen- 
tral Government as well, which 
must have had some impact on tbe 
economy of the Khasi Hills Bu 


there is no reference to al! these n { 
book. Very recently Shillong ii zi 


some other parts of the 


ital . 


Government of 


author has 7 


at the birth of the state 


x 


Hills witnessed serious violence — 


But why did this happen ? 1 
book fails to provide ап, under, 
standing of the background 0 


these happenings which must gure’ 


ly be there. 


The Khasi Canvas, by J. N. ChowdhulY. _ 


distributed by Chapala Book Stall, 
Shillong, Rs. 80 


CC-0. In Public Domain. UP State Museum, Hazratganj. Lucknow 
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The secret behind the 
well-dressed woman 


Usha Streamlined. | 
The machine with patch-o-matic and drop feed 

, mechanisms for easy darning, embroidery and applique. “ 

A special, decorated, chrome plated dial-type stitch 4 

regulator lever with lock arrangement. 
A built-in light over the stitching area. 
An open-type shuttle race for quick and easy 
maintenance. 
A hinge-type slide plate for easy bobbin removal. 
A five year guarantee. 
Manufactured in an integrated factory, one of 
5 Asia's largest. 

Service from an all-India network of dealers. ir 


Also available in easy 
instalment plans. 
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Indian publishing 
strikes gold 


By NARENDRA KU MAR 


NGLISH language publishing in 

India has come of. age during the 

last decade. From being attach- 

$ ed to the apron-strings of foreign 

publishing houses through their 

44 subsidiaries, it has come to have 

a personality of its own. While 

foreign subsidiaries contented 

themselves with reprinting programmes to feed 

the Indian market, to the extent that the nursery 

rhymes taught in public schools are in an idiom 

alien to Indian ears, indigenous publishing has 

taken qualitative jumps during this brief period. 

Previously Indian publishing was like the pro- 

verbial coy Indian bride, wholly dependent on the 

“Lord of the House". As a matter of fact, the 

growth of Indian publishing during the sixties 

was centred around the reprint programme under 

the wheat loan agreement with the US Govern- 
ment. 

The programme, an indirect torm of cultural 
imperialism, worked to the satisfaction of all 
except the long-range interest of publishing in 
India. It operated in the following manner. Plenty 
of rupee funds were available under the wheat 
loan agreement between the Governments of In- 
dia and the United States. Part of the funds was 
made available to Indian publishers for reprinting 
outdated textbooks. The American publisher was 
happy because he could get huge royalties. The 
Indian publisher made a huge profit because his 
risk was entirely underwritten. The U. S. Govern- 
ment was more than satisfied because it could con- 
veniently extend its ideological battles across 


5 
79 = 


. In Public Domain. UP Sta 


the seas. The sufferers were the Indian students 
who were made to read books not written for 
their needs. From a subsidiary role during the 
days of British hegemony, Indian publishing was 
in danger of reaching the nadir by following in the 
steps of American publishing by accepting the 
wheat loan subsidies. 

The upturn in Indian publishing took place 
only in the seventies, for which ground was pre- 
pared during the previous decade. The change 
came about as a result of an upswing in several 
walks of life in India. The Indian elite now had 
sufficient confidence in its potentialities by the 
sixties to take the initiative at home and abroad. 
In other words, propitious conditions were pre- 
valent on account of favourable objective factors. 
Once this had been achieved, subjective situations 
acted as catalystic agents to bring about major 
changes. 

There is no doubt that Asia Publishing House 
of Bombay showed the way like a prairie fire 


Museum ; Hazraigarj. Lucknow ` 
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Spread wide and fat by a ele spans At. one | - 
time, the premier publishing house came to have is 
a ‘virtual monopoly of quality book-publishing in 
India, although subsequently it came to a sad end 
That is another story. What Asia Publishing 
House and its live-wire promoter Peter Jaysinghe 
came to establish was the fact that, with sustained 
effort, Indian publishing had the potential of bein 
world class. The other event of note was a Book 
that made publishing history in India. It was 
Lieutenant-General B. M. Kaul's Untold Story pub- 
lished by Allied Publishers in 1967. The late gene- 
ral, notorious for his poor leadership during the 
Sino-Indian war, Was as pompous as any human 
being could be. In this book of over 900 pages, he 


almost tried to establish that he would have won 


the war single-handed but for his frequent break- 
downs and the cowardly aides that surrounded 
him. From the fact that 1,000 copies was the outer 
limit for the most books published in India at that 
üme, the book broke all records. It proved the 
point that the potential market for books in In- 
dia was like virgin soil awaiting to be tapped. 
From then onwards, there was no looking back 
for Indian ‘publishers. Thus the sixties provided 
the backdrop for what was to come about during 
the seventies— opening of the floodgates of the 
Aswan for everybody to watch in a state of per- 
petual wonderment. 

Paradoxically enough, the seventies have also 
seen the widening tentacles of the public sector 
cver publishing in India. It has cornered a big 
chunk of the textbook market. Witness the 
example of the National Council of Education and 
Research Training (NCERT) publishing a large 
variety of textbooks, an agency blissfully unaware 
of the latest trends in the marketing of books. 
Similar is the situation with other Governmental 
agencies like the National Book Trust and Sahitya 
Akademi, with huge stocks lying unsold because 
of inefficient management. The public sector, 
timid tc the extreme in expressing bold ideas in 
print, has entered a sphere which does not legi- 
limately belong to it. With all the advantages, 
it is unable to compete with private sector. { 

Seventies was the decade in which Indian 
publishing came to maturity and is now entitled 
to be called an industry in its own right. It is 
now reaching a stage where it can challenge the 
primacy of Anglo-American publishing in several 
Afro-Asian countries and match their efforts in 
these areas. Indian publishing has placed the 
foreign subsidiaries in a defensive position in 
general publishing and is attempting to secure a 
niche in textbook publishing as well. While it has 
not been roses all the way, Indian publishing has 
expanded by the ideal combination of improved 
publishing methods, distribution techniques, and 
scientific management. There has also been a care- 
ful assessment of market potentialities. The crop 
of Emergency books have established that prope 
promotion and an accurate assessment of ү е 
market can open entirely new areas and agani үт 
wide range of readers who earlier did not, TE 
books. These books have done more for pu = 
ing during the seventies than any other category 
of books. А "Pe Th 

Besides the Emergency literature, there 
nothing to beat as bestseller Freedom at Midnight 
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Have you ever wondered whether your 
toothpaste is giving your teeth the 
protection they need ? Maybe it isn’t. 
That’s why you should look at 
Macleans, Because Macleans actually 
gives your teeth a two-way protection, 
which is necessary for their health. 


Macleans fights destructive 

acids harder 

Leftover food particles in your mouth produce 
acids that destroy tooth enamel. Is your 
toothpaste alkaline enough to neutralise these 
acid attacks ? Macleans is. Because Macleans 
is specially formulated with an alkaline base. 
Laboratory tests demonstrate that the acid- 
neutralising action of Macleans protects teeth 
better and longer. 


Macleans fortifies tooth enamel E 
simultaneously E 
Clinical tests prove that Macleans helps THE 
protect teeth from caries. The Fluoride in z 
Macleans combines with tooth enamel to 
strengthen it and increase its resistance to 
decay. 


Only Macleans with its two-way action fights 
acids while it fortifies tooth enamel. 


Get Macleans today 
Keep the liquid diet away 
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by Larry Collins and Dom 
book, written in the 


у, general books sel 
to 2,000 copies. What made 
ally do not touch books with 
it? This book 
books h 


so many, who norm- 
a pair of tongs, buy 


uccessfully d 
bestsellers with books comma 
sales, Bestsellers can also be 
success or failure of Indian equally 
depends upon the academic community which, 
unfortunately, has not kept pace with the techno- 
logical and managerial potentialities of publishing 
in India. High production standards cannot help 
a book if its contents are mediocre, The fact is 
that, academically, Indian books leave much to he 
desired, Where is a Cambridge History of India 
series or a stirring history of the freedom move- 
ment? There is not one good economic history of 
India produced during the last 30 years, Similarly, 
there is not a single good work on India’s foreign 
policy, in spite of the fact that Jawaharlal Nehru 
has left rich legacy. In fact, many major fields 
of activity in the social sciences are totally neg- 
lected. The greatest single handicap of publishing 
breaking through its Lakshman Rekha rests on 
the shoulders of the academics, It devolves upon 
academic institutions like the Indian Council of 
Historical Research and the Indian Council of 
Social Science Research to help rectify the 
situation. 


The 


HE quality of books published in 
India during the seventies can be 
gauged by taking' a sample of 20 
books. These books can be divid- 
ed into two convenient categories. 
The first list of ten books con- 
sists of those that can be singled 
out for quality the other of 
books that could ‘have been great" It may be 
worthwhile to make an assessment of each of the 
books included in our two lists. This assessment 
can probably be taken as a barometer of the 
quality of books published in the country. Ed 
My favourite book remains Freedom at 
night, This is a book that has been variously 
described. It has also been-called a book of fiction. 
However, the fictional representation has a шше 
life-like quality than the truth itself. Woar E 
tinguishes this work is the vindication of Gan А 
The other two of my favourites are peers y 
women authors. Reason Wounded is a story о А 
woman who dared to organize agricultural wou is 
ers, appropriately described by her as veu р 
ished, immigrant purbías". She landed herse au 
detention under MISA during the шешу Ma 
Lewis presents a most authentic MEER 0 ma 
might be called the "suburban countryside . 


T 


other book by a woman author, My Years in an 
Indian Prison, is by a young English school teacher 
who was arrested in 1970 tor her alleged Naxalite 
connections. She was held for five years without 


trial in a Bihar prison. She presents the most 
moving picture ШОКУЛО life in a Bihar prison 
E Two more books on my list are works of fic- 
tion. Indian English has become respectable as a 
result of Mulk Raj Anand’s writings. I have 
enjoyed reading his latest novel, Confessions of a 
Lover. The book is almost an autobiography. It 
vividly portrays middle class life in pre-partition 
Punjab. Mr Anand, like any other good Punjabi, 
is a romantic at heart and this is amply proved in 
his novel. My other favourite is a novel trans- 
lated from Bengali, It Does not Die. It is also 
autobiographical. It Does not Die by Maitreyi Devi 
is about Indian womanhood with its typical 
Mirabai complex. Her story of self love is very 
moving, in spite of the fact that it contains a lot- 
of sentimental hogwash. ed. 

My Days with Gandhi by Professor N. K. Bo: 
has been hardly noticed. But it is, perhaps, 


` of the best assessments of Gandhi. The book has 
^a curious history. Navajivan Publishing House, 
which had originally sponsored the publication 1n 
the fifties, refused to publish it and the reasons 
for refusal are best stated in the letter that Pro- 
` fessor Bose received from the Managing Trustees 
of the Publishing House: *I am of the opinion 
that you better be advised to leave out of the 
book Bapu's experiment in sex or Brahmacharya 
and reconstitute the book to say about Bapu's 
great work in Noakhali." : i 
. The remaining four titles are academic, with 
the exception of Ancient India by Professor R. S. 
Sharma of Delhi University. The book,: intended 
to be a school-level textbook, has become the 
subject of a raging public controversy. Professor 
Sharma has been savagely attacked and the text- 
book withdrawn by the Ministry of Education. 
For that reason alone, apart from the readability, 
this bock is also my favourite. 

I shall include the Indian Political System by 
Professor B. B. Misra for its solidity. It is not an 
easy book to read but is an excellent case study 

` of how books should come to be written. Professot 
Misra is a model scholar who puts his life into 
works. Similarly, The History and Culture of the 
Indiam People in 11 volumes, edited by Professor 
R. C. Majumdar, is not an easy work to go 
through. It has a definite point of view about 
Indian history and states it without ambiguity. 
Several hundred schclars have contributed towards 
the completion of the series. 

The best work in my view is The Remembered 
Village by Professor M. N. Srinivas who has based 
his monography on intensive field work done by 
him over a period of 18 years in а village called 
Rampura. The village has.now been placed on 
the ethnographic map of the world. The records 
Professor Srinivas studiously compiled were 
- destroyed in a fire, and the present monograph is 
based purely on memory. In a way, the accident 
was a blessing because the result is a book that 
is most readable. 


HE ten books in the second list 
are in the category of the “may 
have been” greats. Some of those 
fall short of being outstanding 
and others are simply mediocre. 
Of these, seven are autobiograph- 
ies, memoirs and diaries, two 
are about the Emergency and the 
st is a piece of fiction based on a film script. 
these, Jawaharlal Nehru — A Biography by 
essor S. Gopal is the most meticulous work on 
te Prime Minister. Sponsored by the Jawahar- 
hru Memorial Fund with almost full access 
ite papers, the biography, however, is not 
Professor Gopal has so much as con- 
face that “Jawaharlal was the 


ПА 


pre-occupied 
EASA 
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The next is Portrait of a President by 
Gyanwati Darbar. This is diary based on daily 
jottings by the late President Dr Rajendra 
Prasad. There are more than 500 letters written 
during six years, i.e., 1956 to 1962 by the Presi- 
dent of India, oddly enough, to his personal 
secretary. The volumes are a fit subject for the 
psychological analysis of the great man. Apart 
from revealing some minor facts about Dr 
Rajendra Prasad, the letters are not very forth- 
coming. Е 

Іп a separate category is Living an Era by 
D. P. Mishra, now in two volumes. Mr Mishra : 
was in the thick of major political controversies | 


in the Congress Party. He has done a meticul- 

ous job of writing his autobiography but there | 
are no fireworks in it. However, it is excellent j 
as a book of record. It is hoped that in his final | 
volume of memoirs dealing with Mrs Indira 
Gandhi era, he may come out with some interest- 
ing facts. 

The next work is an 
great diplomat K. M. Panikkar. 
translated from Malayalam and seems to be based 
on pieces contributed to a periodical publication. ] 
This is established by the fact that each chapter  - | 

3 
Ф 


autobiography by the 3 
It has been 


is more or less of uneven Jength. I felt very 
much disappointed by this work because he seems | 
to be less than frank in stating the facts. | 
A Dangerous Place by the former American | 
Ambassador to India got undue local publicity | 
because of its brief reference to the activities of | 
CIA in this country. The book is based on his | 
jettings as the American representative to the 
UN, and it certainly does not deserve the pub- 
licity it has received. : 
There is also the 
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other category of three | 


` books relating to Emergency. First of all, mention 1 
must be made of Prison Diary of Jayaprakash р 
Narayan. The first few words — “my world lies r 
in a shambles around me. I am afraid I shall not S 
see it put together again in my life-time" — are i 
very evocative. Otherwise, the diary does not 5 
measure up to the standards expected of the 1 
grand old man of Sarvodaya. Similarly, Kuldip h 
Nayar's The Judgement, which proved to ре а run- } 
away success, could still have been а more out- t 
standing work but for the time available to the 3 t 
author to write the book. However, it has done — si 
more for anti-authoritarianism than many other ^ — t 
books on the same subject. Nihal Singh's book — — t 
Indira's India: A Political Notebook which was  — a 
late in coming, contains several perceptive re- f b 
marks but otherwise there is not much in jt. et 

Last but not least is a piece of fiction by the $ 
well-known novelist М. Malgonkar. Since it 15 q 
based on a film-script Shalimar, Malgonkar had - a 
to work under creative restraints. = * 

The above assessment of 20 books published _ 5 
during the last decade amply establishes that the _ a 
breakthrough in Indian publishing is imminent - а 
but for the fact that the academicians in India are h 
not producing works of quality that can place 
India on the publishing map. Contemporar; 


India is full of unlimited possibilities — only ! 
the intellectual community will awake, arise, an 
accept the challenge posed before it. | X 


Goa's drug 


— MÀ 


Problem for the law 


T took a cartload of firewood, five 
litres of kerosene, half a dozen 
old truck tyres and two and a half 
hours to buru his body, He had died 
Que to excessive drugs on а Go 
beach. The police collected the ities 
the next day and handed them over 
to his mother, a Canadian, wno had 
come to Goa for this sole and painful 
purpose. Since her arrival, she had 
been moving, for four days; between 
the city morgue and her hotel, 

Hüppism is, at long last, aying,— 
even in Goa—a slow and inexorable 
death. Drug-running is not, Way? No 
one has an answer. How drug-running 
15 expanding is partiy known. The 
growth of tourism has also enhanced 
the availability of willing—and well- 
paid—carriers, now no more the 
Scruffy, self-incriminating hippy of 
yesteryear, but a more elusive, osten- 
sibly more affluent “visitor from ab- 
road". It is also known, even if 
partly, who the men are behind the 
Scenes. Enoch Powells the world over 
might be delighted to know that 
Indian migration to the West has 
become, due to a variety of reasons. 
a definite "faptor" in the everexpan- 
ding racket. 

White danseuses in dishabille (“по 
photographs please" was the agreed 
condition to my entry) convolute in 
an ever-accelerating rhythm to a cli- 
mactic frenzy, with several of them 
sprawled on the ground and hysteri- 
cally gyrating their, by now, bared 
pubis. À while. ago, they had been 
swinging slowly, and almost artistical- 
ly, their arms while dancing. They 
held in the hollow of their palms lit- 
Ме coconut shells with oilsoaked cot- 
ton wicks lit inside. And the little 
tongues of flickering fire made beau- 
tiful zigzag images in the dark, 
smokefilled room. This, I am told. is 
no choreographic tomfoolery; this is 
the latest and unabridged edition of 
the "Lord's prayer". At the end of ít 
all, every one is given his daily 
bread and a fair share of "Shit", 
which is what they call hashish. Mor- 
phine and LSD’ have to he paid tor. 
So must 'hash', if demanded in large 
quantities. The Nordic . girl by my 
side, her wrinkled breasts hanging- 
from her emaciated ribcage, can af- 
ford us more than the free commu- 
nity chillum which she shares with 
a midget-sized Negro, garishly dress- 
ed, wearing dark glasses, and huge 
silver rings which twinkle every time 
he appreciatively, and almost fre- 
quently, pendulates his head to the 
tune of the music booming from the 
sound system. 

The day inthis commune begins at 
dawn. The arch priest, a lame French 
Canadian, asks everyone to queue 


L] z 


^u 


Digitized by Sarayu Foundation Trust, Delhi and eGangotri 


rings flourish 


D. 
Lt Governor P. S. Gill 


and makes them peel potatoes, chop 
cabbages and dice* meat. The cauld- 
ron is then put to boil It isa tasty 
chop-suey, sold at Rs 15 for “a belly- 
ful’, In the rooms hired out by the 
commune, freedom knows no bars. 
After the chop-suey, a massive and 
hirsute Indian repaired to his room 
with two white girls in tow. They had 
rapturously acknowledged they all 
had the "right vibes". They left in a 
hurry. 

‚Неге, in this commune, hashish, ts 
chemically refined and a whole kilo 
converted into tiny pastilles, not 
much larger than shirt buttons, In 
fact, some pastilles are camouflaged 
to look like cloth buttons. 

leading partner of this particu- 
lar ring is a London-based Indiaa. He 
lias, rather ingeniously, used his posi- 
tion as a jailer to build up his gang 
of peddlers, pushers and carriers, Ali 
around the beach there are joints 
with suggestive names. There is one 
right on the main road which is *The 
Flower Scene Restaurant. Another, in 
the midst of a coconut grove, is the 
“Dog’s Place", Nude men and women 
bathe at the two nearby wells. 

In recent swoops, by police, local 
Excise and Central Excise—all much 
to the merriment of the dope rings 
acting disjointedly and, often, at 
cross purpose—Goa's Calangute-Baga- 
Anjuna beach belt has yielded, . at 
least, 60 kgs of hashish and opium 
and morphine worth about Rs 1.5 to 
2 lakhs, But this. is "Chicken feed" 
admit the investigators. With the re- 
cent events in the Middle East lead- 


ing to a virtual stoppage of overland 
+ tourism between Eurcpe and India, 


presently the empliasis is on air 
transport and hallucinogenics are uo- 
cally treated in order to reduce 
weight and bulk. і 

Francis Curate Mullin, whose 
habeas corpus petition. failed in the 
Supreme Court is one of the few of 
her kind held under COFEPOSA, for 
suspected hnkagcs with major inter- 


nanona: drug даъф, Mecentiy Goy 
polce stumbled accideacal E 
"Adolph" a German wanted his 
couutry for the last eight years in gl 
connection with a numner of major 
criminal cases, two of wnich have al 
reauy earned him a coavicdon to 12 
vears of hara labour. ‘This particular 
German scems to be in league wits 
an Indian who goes by the nume of 
Bynan, Byriaui' ambidoa is that of 
putting up the largest and most ир- 
todate beauty parlour in Bombay, 
Keportealy, the Ci had the Tegis- 
ters of the luxurious Fort Aguada 
Beach Resort photographed, atter it 
Was estabished that Бугапі was a 
frequent guest at the hotel. Two 
years ago, on March 12, 1978, one of 
his lady fr.ends—the wife of a rich 
Indian clothier established in Paris— 
died suddenly and mysteriously in a 
cottage at the Aguada resort rented 
by Byiiani and where both had been 
living. According to the account 
given to the police, they were plan- 
ning a luxury restaurant in Goa, The 
lady’s death was due to “cardiac {s- 
chiemia" and her body was prompt- 
ly claimed and cremated in Goa by 
someone who identified himself as 
her son. 

The various enforcement authori- 
ties privately concede that they 
hardly feel encouraged to take to 
drugracket busting seriously. They 
have positive information that the 
gangs have considerable resouross, 
both by way of contacts at the right 
places with loyal and ruthless liqui- 
dators on their payroll. Intelligencs 
sources even suggest that some of the 
Indian associates of the foreign gangs 
have, in turn, "clean" business asso- 
siations with the high and mighty. 

Such as? I query Б 

Such as Ruksana, is the answer. 

Ruksana who? I insist. 

You are asking too much now, I 
am told and lewd laughter rocks the 
investigator's tiny cubicle. 

According to Central Excise sour- 
ces, it is difficult to assess what is 
going on in Goa on the drug scene. 
“These are all flowing transactions”. 
I am told. What does it mean? Ap- 
parently, not much more than that. 
for some obscure reason, there is a 
kind of inertia, But bureaucrats’ in- 
hibitions are understandable. Goa’s 
State Excise Commissioner, young, 
petite, intelligent and charming Mrs 
Dhingra, an IAS, officer has been un- 
der pressure from mone other than 
the Lt. Governor himself, The Lt. 
Governor wanted her to issue a per 
mit of three tolas of opium for his 
opium-addicted elder brother, М 
Bhagwan Singh. Mrs Dhingra refus- 
ed. And a move is now on to hav 
law amended since an hone 
cer would neither bend 
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Sugar prices zoom 


Then it must be election time 


Be жай 
The Union Agriculture Minister, Rao Birendra 
ceremony 


OX clue that the dissolution of the 

Assemblies and the resultant 
elections were certainties was the 
price of sugar, unfailing indication of 
the intentions of politicians out on 
the prowl-for election funds. That 
- sugar has become the commodity for 
swindling the consumer and simul- 
_ taneously swelling election coffers is 
perhaps nothing new, but what is new 
the soaring height reached by such 
latant swindling. Consumers re: 
in helpless despite the so-called 
msumers’ Guidance’ and the Essen- 
al Commodities Act. 


Singh, at the swearing-in 


and the first week of March. After 
Mrs Gandhi came to power, sugar, 
which was selling around Rs. 5 per 
kg, zoomed to Rs. 7 and above. In 
addition, it was not available in seve- 
tal places. Who pocketed this extra 
money? Till February 15, Maha- 
rashtra, which produces one-third of 
the country’s sugar, produced eight 
lakh tonnes. The total sugar available 
therefore was eight lakh tonnes plus 
a further nine lakh tonnes which was 
the opening stock from the previous 
season. Of this, 12 lakh tonnes were 
still with the factories as on January 
51, thereby creating an artificial 
shortage. Опе of the reasons given 
by the sugar barons was nonavailabi- 
lity of wagons, 

The cost of production of sugar in 
Maharashtra is among the lowest in 
the country. Compared to Rs. 3.35 
per kg in Bihar it is Rs. 2.20 in Maha- 
tashtra. Adding the excise cost plus 
transport charges it comes to around 
Rs. 2.90 per kg. But sugar was sell- 
ing in the market at between Rs. 6 
and Rs, 7 which means that the sugar 
barons made a clear Rs. 3 per kg or 
Rs, 300 per quintal or Rs. 3,000 per 

So assuming that they sold 
nnes th. 


re Rs. 18 
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sugar barons made 
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e consumers have been swin 

to the tune of Rs. 18 crores, ae 
might argue that this money made is 
not black money and was made off. 
cially but then all money in the coffers 
of the sugar factories is the property 
of the sugar barons and the barons 
alone. And this means that the sugar 
barons have this much money to play ` 
around with in the Assembly elec 4 
tions. One has to watch their extra. 
vagant election campaigns to know 
how much they have to throw around, 
And who are these sugar barons? 
Today two-thirds of the sugar facto. 
ries in Maharashtra are owned by the 
Congress (I) politicians and the rest 
Congress (U) politicians led by 
Vasantdada Patil and Mr Sharad 
Pawar respectively. 

Another indication is the mysteri- 
ous silence of the Union Agriculture 
Minister, Rao Birendra Singh. Short- 
ly after he assumed the portfolio he 
promised to hold a departmental in. ! 
quiry into the muddle which had re. " 
sulted in the soaring of sugar prices, i 
He promised that siringent measures 
would be taken against those found 
guilty. One waited in vain, however, 
for him to act but nothing happened, f 
because he must have discovered his _ 
fellow Congressmen as the biggest | 
beneficaries. Singh was enthusiastic | 
initially perhaps because he thought | 
that the muddle was the making of | 
the previous Government. It is true | 
that the Charan Singh Government | 
had subtly gifted Rs. 3 crores to the | 
sugar mills. As one paper wrote on a 
December 31, 1979; “by raising the 3 

Ж 
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dur indt n 


price of sugar by Rs. 30 the Charan 
Government made a subtle gift run- 
ning into crores of rupees to industry Я 
and trade. The Government has im: | 
posed an excise duty of Rs. 30 per 
quintal on old stocks in order to pre- 
vent mills from taking advantage of 
the increased price. However mills 
(have) already transferred huge 
stocks from godowns and the amount 
of sugar in the pipeline is over ten 
lakh tonnes. It means that hoarders — -— 
and traders will coolly make Rs. three $ 
crores at the cost of the consumers”. 3 
In Maharashtra the sugar barons — — 
have always manipulated the disposal 
of sugar for personal or Party gain 
and do not hesitate to create an arti 
ficial scarcity if necessary. During 
the period from October 1978 to June 
1979 they sold only 16 lakh tonnes 
averaging less than two lakh tonnes 
per month because prices Were 
Rs. 2.40 per kg. In the period July- 
September 1979 ‘when prices went 
up to Rs. 2.90 per kg they sold seven —— 
lakh tonnes or over 2 lakh tonnes — 
per month. С 
They can keep stocks: endlessly be- 
cause of the liberal loans they get. 
They got Rs. 62 crores from the Maha- 
rashtra State Cooperative Bank, 
Rs. 14 crores from the Urban Coope- 
rative Bank and Rs. 20 crores from - 
the District Central Cooperative 
Banks to which they hypotheca 
sugar stocks. This is allegedly ho 
they were able to carry stocks fro 
April 1978 to July-September when 
prices rose. Р 


OLGA TELLIS, Bombay 


T 


d by 
Sharad 


ysteri- 
ulture 
Short- 
lio he 
tal in- 
ad re- 
prices, 
asures 
found 
wever, 
pened, 
ed his 
iggest 
siastic 
iought 
ig of 
s true 
nment 
to the 
te on 
g the 
haran 
t run- 
dustry. 
s im: 
0 per 
o pre- 
ge of 
mills 
huge 
nount 
r ten 
irders 
three 
ners”. 
jarons 
sposal 
gain 
| arti- 
uring 
| June 
nnes, 
onnes 
were 
July- 
went 
seven 
onnes 


ly be: 
y get. 
Maha- 
Bank; 
;00p€- 
from 
rative 
iecate 
' how 
from 
when 


Digitized by Sarayu Foundation Trust, Delhi and e 


———— = у O 
NOTES 
22270 ОИН 


FRIEND of mine has been 
living in. Western Europe for 
about ten years now. He is a pro- 
fessional ‘sitar player, travelling 
where the diminishing Indian music 
market will take him: not very far 
now that George Harrison has 
withdrawn his patronage to this 
exotic art form and the nirvana- 
seeking adolescent is uncer press- 
ure to remain a football hooligan 
in West Ham. My friend divides 
the year between England, France 
Germany and India with London 
as his base, and he remains an 
шд passport holder. 
^ tew months ago he гесе} 
printed letter from the ELSE 
Registration Officer asking him to 
enter the Register of Electors 1980 
by filling up the enclosed form. 
Initially he thought this to be a 
mistake: after all as an Indian citi- 
zen how could he be "entitled to 
vote at Parliamentary, European 
Assembly'or local elections". But 
then he read the form and disco- 
vered that he was perfectly capa- 
le of voting for or against Missus 
Thatcher if he wanted to. The very 
first sentence in the form said : 
“You are required to enter—mean- 
ing all British subjects—(Common- 
wealth citizens are British sub- 
Jects) and citizens of the Irish Re- 
public who will be resident at 
your address on 10th October 1979 
and who will be 18 or over by 15th 
February 1981" etcetera. I don't 
know what the citizens of the Irish 
Republic feel about this privilege, 
but the arrogance of that claim 
shocked me. “Commonwealth citi- 
zens are British Subjects." Her 
Majesty’s Government may not be 
willing to admit it publicly, but we 
Indians stopped being subjects of 
Britain three decades ago. All 
“subject races” get limited fran- 
chise, I suppose: the right to vote 
but no right to full citizenship ог 
elected office—that privilege is re- 
served for the correct mix of hor- 
mones. The horror soenario for a 
distant future: could British troops 
come to the aid of their Indian 
"subjects" in any "crisis"? Old 
colonisers: never die; they simply 
stop getting into headlines. 
E probably sounds absurd, 
coming from a resident of Cal- 
cutta, but London must be one of 
the most depressing cities in the 
world—and believe me cities like 
Calcutta have a lot to be depress- 
‘ed about. But London must take 
the first place in the paranoia 
stakes. For the casual brown visit- 
‘or the problem is more acute. 
Walk into a pub and you feel as 
if a film of hostility has been 
wrapped over your skin, Walk 
into a cinema to see The Canter- 
bury Tales and people loo at you 


-as if they have come for the art 


and you have come for the tits. 
Worst of all, London must be the 


most expensive place to get de- 


Pressed in. 


Actually, I can quite understand 
the Londoner Betting sick of a 
tourist's face; he sees it so often. 
Tourism IS a very debilitating ser- 
vice industry, consisting largely of 
selling myths at the maximum rate 
the market can bear; it’s a con 
game, and nobody is quite 
Sure how long the sting will last. 
There is too much that is 


1 : 1 sleazy 
in this business; you need both 
insultingly expensive restaurants 


and cheap pornography to satiate 
the widely varied needs of the 
tourist so that he can go back to 
Prohibition City, Saudi Arabia, or 
Very Littleville, Utah and brag 
about the “fun” that was had in 
London. All this must be espe- 
cially galling for a city like Lon- 
don : after all once upon a time 
the Dick Whittingtons came to 
look at the Queen and the streets 
were paved with gold — you came 
then to pay homage to the city 
that ruled the world, and partook 
of such crumbs as it deigned to 
throw your way. London did not 
have to sell itself; the world came 
to it bearing gifts, Even after 
losing its political power London 
retained its confidence till the 
Sixties, Then suddenly it changed 
from vivacious.queen into an old 
whore. Having been stripped of its 
power, proud London had an Arab 
sitting on its bum. Enough to de- 
press anybody. 


4 ЕЛКЕ and wit seem the 
only British assets that have 
survived the many onslaughts on 
British existence in recent times. 
It's impossible to get into the 
theatre since the tourists have 
bought all the tickets. The pecu- 
liar and fascinating British wit is 
still audible at dinner parties. In- 
deed this dark wit must be one of 
the finest achievements of the 
British upper classes, the only 
people in today's world who spend 
time and intellect turning conver- 
sation into an art form. It now 
seems that the egalitarianism of 
the second half of this century 
has managed to carry this wit 
down to the lower levels. When 
a certain person, whose name I 
do not want to remember, won 
nearly a million pounds at the 
pools, the BBC sent a team to find 
out what the man in the street (I 
thought he had gone out of fa- 
shion, but he clearly isn't extinct) 
would have done if a million 
pounds suddenly dropped into his 


Jap. One old man answered the 
TV reporter immediately : “I 
would get rid of my wife". An 


exclamation mark, not to mention 
a question mark, hung in the air. 
Until the old man explained : 
“She would spend it, wouldn't 


Sa 
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she?" I challenge anyone to come 
up with an equivalent story. 


pret another marvellous episode 

in the long-continuing and God- 
knows-when-eudrug serial, Opera- 
tton Bluff, the rich have managed 
to divert all the anger thaf should 
legitimately be addressed towards 
them. Once again the diversion 
has been in the direction of the 
working class : example,the mas- 
sive hostility towards the steel 
strike. The industrialists of the 
diminishing competence, the finan- 
ciers with friends in the Cabinet, 
the traders who get richer with 
every  hiccough in the currency 
market and every deosit in inter- 
national relations, the  propertied: 
who own vast stretches. because 
of some lecherous or murderous 
ancestor : all these are — resp-ct- 
able people, deferred to by the 
masses,  pandered to by a mass 
media which has William Hickey 
instead of a heart and advertising 
instead of a brain. The working 
class is the big evil behind all 
Britain's problems. Every genera- 
tion needs its whipping boy : the 
working class has become the tar- 
get this time around. The hysteria: 
with which the steel strike is be- 
ing attacked, the passions that are 
being aroused, seem astonishing 
to a visitor. These are not the 
muted tones of democratic socia- 
lism or indeed social democracy;. 
this is the harsh jingoism of war. 
Of course the working class has 
never made things easy for its 
defenders. In victory it is uncer- 
tain, ia struggle it is fractious, 
and in defeat it is broken. It is 
lured into too many mistakes. At 
the moment the British working 
class seems headed for trouble. 
All the institutions are concentrat- 
ing their heavy guns on it. 


FOR us Playboy-hungry Indians, 

it is impossible to resist the 
temptation to pick up a copy upon 
arrival in the land of the free and: 
the brave and the nude. $ 

Particularly when Bo Derek is 
on the cover. Once again the 
American media has provided an 
international symbol pf the wet 
dream, and once again I too have 
become a victim. What to do? 
But the most interesting thing 1 
rezd in the March issue of Playboy 
had nothing to do with Bo Derek 
(the piece on her was awful even 
by the appalling standards set by 
tits and bum journalism)  Play- 
boy informed its readers that one 
place you can still buy chastity 
belts for the fornicating wife is 
in England. Apparently David 
Renwick of Sheffield hand forges 
them and sells. them for 80 dol- 
lars each to those gentlemen in- 
clined to keep a grip on their 
wives’ morals in such a fashion. _ 


M.J.AKBAR from LONDON 
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The Maharajah's 
puppeteers 


Hament about the media's 


ageantry and damp eyes 
25 An ounded, the Army author! 
Peat NOS ike <i E e at nearby Fort William 
1 | discovered that the buildings 
h | | would obstruct their field of 
fire in case of an invasion, 
So the clubs had to resort) | 
to this form of tents which 
could be dismantled in a 
short while to give the 
Army an unrestricted field 
of fire. 
The early history of the 


CN | | freedom to spoof our lead. 

E" ers, One recalls, however, 
that Krishna Menon laugh. 
ed off the matter, 

Jt is a sad end, according 
| | to Ashish Rajadhyaksha, if 
indeed it has really ended, 
| | to a fine age in Indian ad. 
advertising. Bobby Xooka's 
25 by 10 hoardings outside 
‘club is the history of the g | | the Air India bulding all 
Indian Football Assiciation. ld pote m, i - i| had one thing іп common— 
V LLL Originally known as thé | There was this crisis when | the stamp of excellence, 

E Traders Club, it was found’ | Air India were given a nine- | Ivan Arthur, copy chief at 
The Dalhousie Athletic Club | ded by British residents | hour ultimatum to.remove | HTA and the person pre 
Calcutta, which turned 100| working for. Hamilton|5ne of their hoardings at | sently behind the hoardings, 
on March 8 this year, is the and Co, a jewellery con-| Bombay's Nariman Point. | says “It is one of the most 
oldest football club in the | cern in 1874. Six years The problem lay in the text | subtle forms of PR that one 
country. There are no visi. later it assumed its рге-| uf the copy, which ran | сап imagine. It attempts to 
ble signs of age, however, | sent пате although it is | «Sing, Charan, sing", а de-| give a social comment while 
and the lawns of the club | not known whether this had | jightful spoof on that fami-| simultaneously getting И 
are still as immaculately.) anything to do with Lord | liar sentence in every kin-| message across. We are not 
trimmed and green as they Dalhousie. When the Indian | деграгіеп reader, “Sing, | a big airline, we aren't the 
ever were. The tennis courts | Football Association Was! mother, sing”. This resulted | best in the world, but 
ill i hape | founded іп 1893, the Dal. | 20-100, i ar Hi le | M 
are still in excellent shape С аы in a discreet order to Ніп- | are nios people to travel 
and the flower beds are still housie Athletic donated 4 Guctan Thomson Associates, | with, fun people, who can 
tended by loving hands. handsome trophy called the h that haadles Air | laugh: at ives. Iti 
Like. other clubs (which| Trades Cup which later the agency that haadles Air | laugh at ourselves. t is this 
were founded later of | merged with the IFA Shi India’s advertisement cam- | subtlety that most of our 
ater o ; [FA Shield. aign, to lay off politics. | Imiators—people who h 
course) on the Maidan, it| The club's president, the Mar had М thes Such Ke fed rn dde M ae 
is actually a tent-like cons-| warm and popular Pearson | 210 hef lies a hoards | tc PEEL e RH dcs 
truction but obviously very Surita, spoke to Syed Nisar ur whi Eok 1 T А ues у hove fail d eh Rus Еа 
solid. There is thick green Mehdi Abdi on the last day KE P i Fas ‘ch с "Me. nad ed to ac P je 
canvas wrapped around steel| of the centenary celebra- | Pa ani an bo па 4 e-| held up a board to illustrate 
girders in order to provide] tions. “We may be 100 years ПОП dressed only in red un-| his point. The legend ran 
derwear and competing | "Let's fly from this ‘promise 


a construction. The  peason| old,' he said, "but we are 4 
1 1 against one another іп aj land to 40 cities worldwide". 


for this curious form of| still a very happy family. : : е 
building is intriguing. When | That's what a club should | beauty contest. It even гаїѕ` | A neat swipe at the election 
» - |ed a major question in Par-| campaigns. : 


these Maidan clubs меге! be. 
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Martian garbage ? 


Skylab had fallen  long|.sensus was taken and the $| 
ago, so what could this | UFO was delivered to the = 
strange contraption be? One| nearest police station. A few $ 
moment it was floating in| enquiries, a couple of tele-% 
the sky and the next it was[ phone calls and the mystery a 
in the nets of a group of | was solved. It was nothing z 
fisherman off the Digha | quite as exciting as a minia- = 
coast, in the Bay of Bengal. ture spy satellite : only anf 
First there was mild сопѕ- | errant piece of meteorologi- 

ternation, followed by а | cal equipment. Newspaper re- 

flutter of excitement. Could] ports described it as a brass 

it be a satellite? Whatever | pot mounted on a tripod and 

it was, there was sure to be | weighed down by an anchor. was that he did not want (0 
a reward for its recovery,| When the Calcutta Met De- say anything about 
-so fishing for the day was | partment was contacted, the E = teammates. One of his more 
temporarily forgotten and | Director told  Tirthankar| Geoff Boycott has a great | classic comments was ‘Jf 
everyone returned to terra | Ghosh that he had not been | reputation. Indeed he has | anyone ever picked a team 
firma, where the news| informed about the recovery. | two reputations, if we may | with just Sunny and me; he 
spread faster than a forest} He did say, however, that ре permitted to say во. | wouldnt have to worry 
fire. The village elders were | weather balloons with scien-| Everyone knows he is а | about the other nine play 
summoned and the grey-| tific instruments were sent | great batsman : that’s the |егѕ, If Sunny and I mace 
beards were nonplussed аѕ | aloft to monitor е latest | first. In cricketing circles |30 runs each and remained 
they looked at the strange weather reports and  condi- he is looked on as a snob ;|not out, that would be half 
object from опе angle, then | tions, We presume, then that | that’s the second. But На. the battle won. You see, {0 
another. But none of them | this particular balloon came | resh Munwani had a pleas-|do that would take us 017 | 

could fathom out what the | to grief. Or was the object | ant surprise when һе met | whole day". Good york |... 
strange object was. А con-! part of a high-flying B-52? [the English cricketer іп |shire humour, that. 


wit 

Bombay when the team аг 
rived for the Jubilee Test 
He found Boycott very Ye 
‘osptive and warm as ‘the, 
Yorkshireman seemed to De 
in a very friendly mood. He 
even referred to Gavaskar 
with such affection as if ne 
was the boy next door, an 
referred to him in almost 
every second sen ч 
What was more conspicuou 


40 : 
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Weird encounters 


of the stilted kind 


[t could have been a sozne 
straight out of a science fic- 
tion fantasy. A | ааш 
about 12 feet high мае 
down one of the busiest tho- 
roughfares of Madras. The 
consequences, of course, can 
be imagined. Everywhere, 
traffic came to a halt as dri- 
vers and passengers, alike 
stared and rubbed their eyes 
to' make sure they were not 
having visions. Pedestrians 
craned their necks to get à 
better look, while taking 
care at the same time to en- 
sure that they were reaso- 
nably far away in case the 
monster should turn boiste- 
rous. Little children whim- 
pered in fear, and one inve- 
terate alcoholic swore he 
would never touch the stuff 
again. F 
Even while life in the vici- 
nity was paralysed tempo- 
rarily, the clear notes of a 
bugle rang out from the pin- 
nacle of the Madras Univer- 
sity clocktower. As if by way 
of echoes, more bugles join- 
ed in and within moments 
the area was trammed with 


curious people, wanting to 
know precisely what was go- 
ing on. Then it turned out 
that the monsters were only 
humans on stilts. Unannoun- 
ced, unheralded, Italian 
street theatre had come to 
Madras, by way of a street 
performance of Albatri, thc 
dramatisation of a story wri- 
tten by French. poet 
Baudelaire. A folk band kcpt 
everyone enthralled while 
the performers went through 
all their antics on the street. 
Like the ‘Pied Piper of Ham- 
lyn, the “creature” lured its 
audience—no longer appre- 
hensive—along half a kilo- 
metre. / 

Actually, Tamil culture has 
its own variety of street 
theatre known as Tharu 
Koothu, which is very .popu- 
lar in rural areas. Yet, 
strangely enough, it took 
Remzo Vescovi's Teatro Tas- 


cabile di Bergamo to display 


the true potential of this 
unusual art form. Many citi- 
zens of Madras who miss2d 
the show, adds Ashok Ka- 
math, have reason to rue it. 


| What could 


be ‘better’? 


Bi | 9 was the 
Big Day, Invitation Cup day. 


There were 26,000 people at 


Sunday, March 


the RCTC (Royal Calcutta 
Tarf Club), half of them the 
scarred veterans of innu- 
merable battles with their 
bookies; the regulars who do 
not mind whether it is a 
| norse race, a donkey race or 
a zebra race just so long as 
they get the chance to lay 
their bets. The rest of the 
Mammoth crowd, who prob- 
ably wouldn’t even be able 
to tell the difference bet- 
ween horses. donkeys or 
zebras, were at the race- 


course simply because it was 


the biggest social even} ol 
ear. Certainly every- 
ie ee 1 wanted. 


une got what they 
The КОШЕ» paraded and 
were admired, the punters 
betted and lost and thc 
newcomers experienced thc 
hysteria that is racing. 

There were two other 
attractions as а bonus. Fir 
there was West Bengal Chic 
Minister Jyoti Basu. Second, 
adds S. Vijayraghavan, 
was a yogi tipster, a sell 
styled sadhu giving money- 
back guarantees if .his tips 
proved to be duds. 
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3$ |“ truth. Eventually the friend | 


The Jazztest that was hcld 
in Calcutta in late February 


caused a great deal of ex- 
citement for music fans in 
this city. It was a very 
festive atmosphere at the 
grounds of St Paul's Cathe- 
dral; indeed it was a wel- 
come change to see so much 
life and colour in the  pre- 
cincts of a church. The 
stars were celebrities of 
course, but not in the same 
category as cricketers, al- 
though there were auto- 
graph hunters by the dozen. 
On the first day, however, 
there was great excitement, 
Whisper had it that the 
famous barrel-chested actor 
Charles Bronson had arrived 
and was somewhere in the 
audience. Everywhere, every- 
body stared hard in the 
hope of finding the actor 


Marry, tis passing strange 


Everything was going acc- 
ording to schedule. The 
parents of the young girl had 
selected a suitably handsome 
young man and the date for 


z the wedding had been finalis- 
3 ed. There was the usual 
= gaiety and last-minute excite- 
z ment, but there were no por- 
= tents of what was to happen. 


On the appointed day, when 
the car arrived for the bride, 
it was discovered that the 
house was surrounded by 
young men of the locality 
who had an earnest plea to 
make. The groom, they in- 
sisted, was a notorious 
character with whom marri- 
age was a way of life. It app- 
eared that he had been 
married several times before, 
the sole intention being the 
lure of a dowry. While these 
explanations were being 
made, the groom and his 
father managed to slip away, 
but they did nol escape for 
long. The bride’s famiy, acc- 
ompanied by the young men, 
arrived on the trickster's 


Charlie Bronson 
and all that jazz ... 


Ie first. 


о 
э 
a 


One timid young lass 
spotted someone who fiticd 


friend who in turn told yet 
another friend. But no üne | 


its basis in 
of a friend of somebody 
else's friend decided to} 
beard the lion in his den and 
clutching an autograph book, 
walked upto where the 
great man sat. He smiled 
at her and signed. She was 
ecstatic and went back to 
her friends giggling with 
glee. Together they exa- 
mined the signature. It was 
not Charles Bronson, Nor 
was it Casimir Buchinsky 
(the actor’s real name). 


The signature read “Man- 
fred Schoof”. Enquiries 
revealed that — Bronson's 
double was actually a trum- 
peter with the group Globe 
Unity. But the friend of a 
friend of somebody . else's| 
friend was still not convinc- 
ed. So she stood around 
till Bronson/Schoof left. 
Alas, though the features 
tallied exactly with, those of 
the actor, the man was not 
half as broad as the Holly- 
wood he-man. 


doorstep and proved that 
their allegations were true. | 
The groom and his father 
were then looked up in a 
room, reports Biswaranjan a 
Sarkar, while the local people E 
appealed to the young men 
to replace the groom. Even-| 
tually, one young man, who| — — 
was asleep in his house, was 9: 
awoken and told the story. B 
He agreed to marry the girl, | : 
but insisted on speaking to| d 
her first. His wish was grant- 
ed and he explained to the 
girl that though he was edu- 
cated, he was unemployed | 
and in addition, had also | 
served a term as a political 
prisoner. The girl, undaunt- 
ed, agreed to the wedding. | 
That was not the end 
the sort story. The trickst 


and was made to run sev 
rounds of ` the locality, 


February 27 was the Domi- 
nican Republics lnaepend- 
ence Day. Little did tne 27 
dipiumats suspect that they 
wouid soon be imprisoned 
and kept hostage by 
group of guerilias belong- 
ing to the April 19th Move- 
ment (M-19), Ali the gue- 
rillas wanted was the re- 
lease of political prisoners 
ot wnom they named 511, 
50 milion dolars and aa- 
mission by the Colombian 
Government that it had been 
holding show trials and tor- 
turing prisoners. There 
was no means of communi- 
cation between the guerillas 
and those negotiating the 
release of the hostages till 


e 


all weight watchers and fans 
of that special American 
ambassador with only three 
credentials: a hefty phy- 
sique. a big mouth and a 
beautiful wife. He was not 
successful in arranging the 
Olympic boycott of the Afri- 
can X countries. Perhaps 
that spurred him on and he 
declared that he was going 
to make a comeback by 
winning the world heavy- 
weight title for the fourth 
| time in succession, And 
Muhammad Ali, preacher 
| and boxing champ—in that 
jorder , since he prefers to 
.| do ола 
| meant business. He “went 
ae ae E lake train, 
m an "weighi 1 
| pounds “and by Merch 4, 


} 
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| Jogging to ransom 


Fourthcoming ? 


This should be a lesson to е = 


Preaching now —} 


nr 


4 ventured forth 


reporter 
to the Dominican Emhassy 


with barely his underwear 
and a two-way radio. It is 
believed that the Colombian 
President, Julio Cesar Tur- 
bay is unwilling to bend 
down to the demands of the 
guerillas. He has a reason 
since the guerillas cannot 
be trusted at all. When 
they went to take over the 
Embassy they were in the 
guise of joggers and they 
carried weapons іп their 
sports bags, They looked 
so innocent that no опе 
bothered them. Military 
rulers, beware of joggers 
with sports bags on their 
shoulders, 


after his rigorous workout 
һе. was down to 243 pounds 


only. 


S allowed 


The second 


en might after all be 
on to vate an entry 
i hallowed male pre- 
оси French Academy. 
There is a vacant chair 
among the 40 caused by the 
death of Roger Caillois. 
Within the forbidden . walls 
of the erudite institution on 
the Left bank of the Seine 
a bitter struggle has been 
going on since last December 
between those who have 
championed the cause of 
French authoress, Margue- 
rite Yourcenar, and Jean 
Dorst, the director of the 
Paris Natural History Muse- 
um. The elections had been 
postponed after an exchange 
of insults among the intellec- 
tuals. Most young members 
of the Academy have spon- 
sored me Marguerite Your- 
cenar. One such is Jean 
d'Ormesson, the former edi- 
tor of Le Figaro. He is 96 
years old and has had to be 


at the receiving end of the 
insults. He has been called 
a “leftist” and a "young 


Shake 


to provide reli 


There were nine young 
"Elizabethans" rolling ofr 
"words, words, words" writ- 
ten by the illustrious Bard 
of Avon. They were trying to 
read the complete works of 
Wiliam Shakespeare — all 
$7 plays, 154 sonnets and 5, 
poems consisting of 107,098 
lines—in an effort to break 
the world record of 37 hrs 22 
mins. This speed reading 


|performance took place on 


February 29 in England, The 
competitors were drama stu- 
dents from Bretton Hall 
College, Wakefield and the 


Whether the 
Games eventually take place 


politics: even 
being trained 


ARSED ER TATE E E 


а GU (arn 99 ED 
Speare 


Olympian interpretations 
Moscow | 


or not, the Soviet Union is 
Boing ahead with prepara- 
tions. And for the Russians 
everything is centred around 
the students 
as interpre- 
ters for the Olympics are be- 
ing closely scrutinised under 


sex arrives 


hooligan”. Mme Yourcenar 
is definitely a favourite of 
the young since she had her 
passport restored in record 
time by 94-year-old е 
French Justice Minister and 
author Alain Peyrefitte, also 
an Academy member. She 
had become a naturaliseq 
American citizen and has a 
home in New England for 
the last 30 years. She also 
has dramatist Eugene Iones. 
co and Felicien Marceau 
supporting her. Among her 
opponents are Andre Cham. 
son who h named her a 


"Loch Ness monster", The 
other is Jean Dutourd, the 
famous columnist who said: 


"Y am against a woman in 
the Academy". For him the 
greatest honour one could 
do to a woman was to ad: 
mire her without electing 
her. But his words proved 
useless. The members of 


the Academy did elect after 
345 years by 20-12 votes th; 
Belgian-born 76-у e a r-old 
Marguerite Yourcenar. 


шт; rana enemas aR 


Royal Holloway College of 
London, the present record 
holders, Altogether ten stu- 
dents were chosen to exer- 
cise their vocal chords and 
tongues. However, опе WO: 
man had to drop out as she 
had chicken pox. The read: 
ers looked dfter their voices 
and their stomachs wit 
sausages and chips, throat 
tablets, peppermints, aspirin 
tablets and water. All this 
frenzy and speed were 1n: 
deed for a good cause since 
the students were collecting 
aid for OXFAM relief. 


has to be considerable. The 
Komsomol members of Mos 
cow, therefore, have the bes 


the only ones 
demonstrate i 
pendability Dy eir 

tendance at politic, 
meetings. Consequently, prs 


a political microscope.  For|parations are also afoot Я 
a start, their political know- | the Moskovsky Komsomolets 
ledge has to be  as|Institute for oral politica 
vast. In addition, of | examinations and for t eun 
course, their knowledge | sessınent of socio-politic? 
of a second language | awareness, 
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Marrying Heart | 
for the cause, warming | 


The American hostages | Major Catastrophe had) - 
might not be pleased with | been given a new pacemak- 
what Imam Khomeini of Iran | er some time ago. Although 
has done for their release | he has lived life to the full 
and their future but there | he has a weak heart : hence| 
are two young Iranians who | the pacemaker, When th 
should be grateful to him. | operation had been perform: 
They are Miss Zahran Gho- | ed at the Bristol University | 
lami Balouk, a nurse in the | Veterinary Hospital, Eng-| 
tensive care unit of the | land, the Major had revived 
Mehoi Rezai hospital near | а shade earlier than expect j - 
Teheran where the Ayatol | ed and in trying to be his) 
lah was recovering. The | usual old energetic self had} 
other is Mr Ahmad Davudi | dislodged a wire in his 
Haghighatalab, a technician | "second heart". The doc) 
of the same hospital. The | tors had no other option but | 
two lost their hearts to each | to operate оп him once 
other and what better propo- | again to connect the lead. 
sition than being married by | Major Catastrophe is a close 
the great man himself? The | friend Mr and Mrs Barry 
Ayatollak did just that and | Harcombe of Somerset. He 
added an autographed Koran.lis a yellow labrador. 


Whose Pakistan ? 


the right moment. The 
Afghanistan flare-up has 
only given the  strongarm| 
dictator an ideal excuse to 
go on—just the kind he was 
waiting for. 

Things have come to a sorry | 
pass already. Prices are 
much higher than in India 
and people are tired of be- 
ing ruled by Generals, Ta- 
seer says. Not many politi- 
cal prisoners remain in jail| _ 
now, even the  dissident| - 
journalist Salaamat Ali may 5 
be let off, because the| 
junta is scared of wide-| 
spread trouble. “They | 
know protest would become} 
uncontrollable,” Taseer re-| 
marks. Zia has enough} 
trouble already: Pakistan} _ 
lacks an industrial base, thej 
oil bill, now a massive bur- 
den, has shot up to a billion | — 
dollars, and the trade defi-| 
cit is about Rs two billion. 

If the people do not sup- 
port Zia, who does? “Thej 
mullahs and the Jamaat,” 
Taseer replies. "But  Isla-| 
mic fervour is confined only| - 
to the urban petty bour-| 
'Keoisle. The  Jamaat-e-| 
slami won. only three seats! 


A street named home 


Around 52,000 people need-|ever, at that time the issue 
ed houses in the Dutch was different, The protest 
capital of Amsterdam. So|was against the demolition 
wnat did they do? | Onj|of houses to accomodate a 
March $, the homeless set| new metro. The city fath 
up barricades on the streets | ers hope that the tempers 
and squatted. The authori: of the protesters will cool 
ties acted. More than 1,000 | down by April 30 when: 
troops and policemen using Princess Beatrix will be- 
tanks and armoured cars соте queen. Meanwhile, 
cleared the barricades. Bul the city council is undaunt- 
they had nothing against ed. It is planning to bring 
the squatters so they let | new legislation against pro- 
them stay on the streets. testing on streets and it will 
According to the Amster- then be punishable by fines. 
dam city council the Dutch | Till then, for the Dutch, a 
capital has not seen such|street is a home away trom 
violence since 1975. How-| home. 


аслана  --- 


The Italian state ргоѕеси- 
tors office has already 
Football players in Italy | started investigating al 
are believed to be playing |though по proof has yet 
a diferent type of game. | heen offered. The їмо: na- 
Becentiv, а fruit dealer and | tional: players supposedly 
a restaurant owner hied а | involved are Paolo Rossi of 
complaint on behalf of a|Perugia and Lazio's striker, 
gambiing syndicate, which|Bruno Giordano. Rossi and 
had suttered heavy  losses,|other Italian footballers 
that 27 players of 12 teaniS|earn millions and are idol- 
including two national stars | ised by the fans. Mean- 
were guilty of taking bribeg|while, those who filed the 
to change the outcome OÍ|compiaint had fled Romc 
the league games.  This|and are “in fear of their 
upset the gamblers who] lives”. Different type of 
had lost a lot of топеу. | ball game. what? 


Second in line 


‘Their prince was sure to 
win, After all, why wouldi’t 
he? He was riding the best | Î 
horse — Long Wharf — 
owned by the American mil- 
lionaire-art collector, Paul 
Mellon. In fact, such was 
the confidence in both jockey 
and horse, that punters and 
gullible housewives put a| | 
lot of their money on them. || 
They made him favourite at 

5- to win Ше two-mile 
race. But Charles, Prince of 
Wales, and heir apparent to 
throne of England, betrayed | P. ; 
their trust. At his first pub-| ` A A 
lic race — the Mad Hatters |» *, ^ D 

a 
ә 


Smart,fair, immaculately 
dressed Salmaan  'Taseer, 
free - thinking Pakistani 
journalist, is a  Zia-hater 
with a difference. He is not 
atraid of speaking out, 
sometimes even a trifle too 
Joualy; Expectedly, he's 
got into trouble, but doesn't 
seem to bother. : 

After a telepnonic appoint- 
ment, Mr Taseer strode in- 
to our Delhi office one day 
and sat down to tell us 
what he thought of Zia, the 
army and the Americans. 
Author of Bhutto: A politi 
cal biography, Taséer is a 
wistful admirer of the dead 
î |leader, and thinks, as many 
M others do, that his ghost 
haunts the junta. "Bhutto is 
still very much a symbol in 
Pakistan, and the People's 
Party is still very much in: 
tact with opportunist ele- 
€ [ments staying on,” he holds. 
!|In Lahotri, for instance, 
‘which is Mr Bhutto's home- 
town, the People’s Party 
still commands the allegi- 
ance of 80 to 90 per cent of 
the electorate. Popular 
feeling all over the country, 
even among the peasantry 


Private ^ sweepstake, аі! ^ /) 
Plumpton on March 4. — he log 
proved that he was content 
o remain number two. The 


« * |who form as much as 80|in 1972. Tts only strength 

ҮҮ The. Prince «> "eper cent of the population, | Hes in a wellknit organisa. 

equestrian RS M 8 I i nu G КЕТҮ REL. son i US o 20000 
the APA E against General Zia, ап cat rop of a hal 
BBC, Derek Thompson, x itor the PPP, now being led But such is hi bankrupt 


Others who raced were Ri- 
chard Meade and Vic howe 
des, controller of the Play- 
А 0у empire, At the end of 
е race Prince Charles limp- 
REUS ond, aneve ed his! ime I shall know bel 
of torn betting slips | next time I shall know bet- 
for his horse and HA lips ter how to catch up on the body would like falling off the jour 
КЫК dE MS now. but are waiting for | ing 
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by Bhutto's widow and in. | ûf support, he has taken 

defatigable daughter. entertaining mullahs 
As:for the Army, most of | abroad: “А delegatii 

the Generals around Zila | mullahs from 6 

know they “are riding оп | visited Pakistan 


the back of a tiger", No: | aren't enough 
list : 


ac ЖА) 
would like to say how sorry 


I am to those who have put 
so much money on ше... 
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i i hat 
WA king of female Whileother girls declare t 
Reena Мим they want a husband enue a 
attempts to come back to home to settle down, 1 
films, it is Dimple Khanna, | only this girl who truly loved 
who looks a rea] knockout, setting up a bome with Chtniu 
with her milk-and-roses skin, | Kapoor. So, while she loved 
her svelte, smart appearance | him she quietly completed 


in spite of two kids. She all her films, refused more 
is still capable af offers at the very peak of 
bagging roles by the her career, and had a date ў 
dozen. But given a choice fixed tor marriage which 
between family life with was comfortably ahead of §& 
Rajesh Khanna and a her last shooting-day. There & 
career, she says the choice | are girls who follow the z 
she has made is giving her 2 
lasting happiness—how long g 
would a career have lasted? в 
а 


N contrast, one thinks ol 
Neetu Singh the sweet 
litde girl who never gave 
herself. airs—the higher 
she got in films, the huni- 
bler she seemed to be. Á 


Dimple : still 
vtvacious 
young mom 


SEAN Sewn 


Dharmendra, sturdy and evergreen 


B ET 


dictates of the heart, proved | 
Neetu, but not at the cost 


of giving others 
heart-attacks, 


ND age is no tactor 


when you meet 


Dharmendra who still looks | 
lke the big top male hero 
that he is—not a washout, 


When be walked in along 
with a young 20-year-old 


boy at a muhurat, they 


looked like brothers—but 

the boy was his son, who | 
has been in London training | 
for an academic course. i 
Whether his films become а | 


to his family and to 


the yearend. 


N established actress 


remarked that the 


problem with today's stats 11 | 
is that they won stardom 4 
too quickly. That's why 
they behave as irrespon йа, © 
as they do (Parveen, уа | 
а вооа, sound knocking | 
around the doors of tami ple { 
a recipe for steady, relia 1 


Sachin, etc). She advoc 


performances 


hit or flop, he is still the | h 
same, loyal as ever, both | 


Hema. He is finally plan | 
ning to direct a film, 
based on an idea which 
| has been shaping in his | 
ming over the past Yea | 
У ог so—it is a comedy all 
D" he is the hero of the film: | 
He expects to start on it DY | 


sibly | 


ea | 


woul 
“loyi 
bloo! 
who’ 
one 

favo 
MGI 
pror 
his ' 
mor 
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rt, proved | 
the cost 


factor 
t 


still looks; 
ale hero 
yashout, 
in along 
2ar-old 
they 

‘> —but 
yn, who. 
n training | 


ally plan | 
a film, | 
lea which 
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past yea | 
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the tilm. © 
t on it DY | 


| mad 
| happy. 


| he's in the 


| Wilb realise 


PLE of years ago 
A ts VE E 
e pledge 1; 
ОО MGR in his own 
blood, The young actor 
who's married to Manjula, 
one of MGR’s celluloid 
favourites, mot oniy doen 

SR's party, but ais 
Maire the ideology of 
lus “annan” on screen. In 
more than a dozen nime; 

ilavakumar was Seen . 
Mice MGR medals. He 
also reformed incorrigible 
alcoholics by showing them 
pictures of. MGR and 
he sang songs extolling the 
virtues of bis guru. 

But such filmg didn’t 
dick. And Vijayakumar 
who certainly nurtured 
ambitions of turning into a 
minor MGR slowly began 
to train his eyes on new 


| pastures, and even thought 
| of leaving of the Рату, But 


then he took this decision 
only after the recent 
election results, And even 


| &һеп, he didn't walk out of 


the Party. He slowly let the 
impression go around that 
he was planning to leave 
MGR’s fold. His presence 
at Sivaji Ganesan's son's 
wedding, and his anxiety 

to pose for pictures along 
with Karunanidhi and Sivaji 
provided enough clues as to 
how his mind was work.ng. 
The diehard MGR fans and 
also the troublemakers 


| didn't stomach Vijayakumar's 


"betrayal", On March 2, the 


| day the AIADMK organised 
| à huge rally to protest 


against the dissolution of 


| the state assembly, posters 
| and hoardings of Vijaya- 


kumar’s forthcoming films 


| Were torn, and some abusive 
| phone 


I : calls were made to 
his wife. This might have 
e Vijayakumar rather 
or quite some ti 
now, he has been in tthe E 
dog-house”, and now since 
“limelight”, he 
some producers 
1 5 that he's alive— 
i IS being kicked around 
Y unruly movie fans. 


hopes that 


YEAR after his maiden 
n couture Was released, 
SUD . Sukumar, nephew 
Ol MGR (whom he tries to 
шаю) released another 

m, Karadi, But the 

phasis seemed to be on 
eed ear, and Sukumar who 
zd пев а beer-barrel in place 
a ie Stomach, seemed 
totally lost in the film. Well 
Mspite of the bear’s А 
Presence, the film hasn't 


СС-0. In Public Domain. 


made much of an impact: 
not even on children. 


AT if Sivaji Ganesan 

nas decided to leave 
Manmohan Desai's Desh 
Preeme? After all, his 
ambition to act in a Hindi 
film was fulfilled years ugo 
when he was given a meaty 
role in Sridhar's Dharti. 
The film flopped badly, and 
Sivaji must have thought 
that Desh Premee would 
make him famous all over 
the country. And now that 
he hag quit the film after 
some misunderstandings 
cropped up, he gives the 
impression that he was least 
interested in the venture. 

l'rankly speaking every 

South Indian hero or heroine 
has the strong urge to 
succeed in Hindi films. Eveu 
MGR had a couple of his 
films dubbed in Hindi. One 


Rathi: 


Y 


М, if 
[NV e ы. 


ubh= 


N 


of them was even entitled 
Love in Kashmir but 
these films didn’t do well. 


E dusky actress sponsor- 

' ed by an editor cum 
producer just couldn't make 
it but her “godfather” used 
to keep her happy by his 
generous gifts: never mind, 
.the highly puritanical and 
moralistic stories h 
penned. But then the man 
got too ambitious, and 
produced a lavish Hindi 
film which proved an utter 
failure, Now he's making a 
quickie in Tamil with new 
faces but his favourite mare 
isn't in it. Won't she be 
worrled by his cold attitude? 
I bet she's going bonkers. 


АТНІ AGNIHOTRI із 

excited about two of her 
new films. Urasa Paravaigal 
pairs her with Kamatahasan, 


all set to create history with‘ 


= | 


UP State Museum, Hazratganj. Lucknow 


AES 


and the film has had an . 
excellent opening. The 
second film's her maiden | 
Kannada venture Kalinga _ 
in which she's paired wih - 
Vishnuvardhan. And of © 
course the prized film ig © — 
Aur Ek Ith«has, a remake of |" 
an all-time Telugu hit а 6 
Maro Charitra. pda. 


Res SHARMA (of ы 
Balika Bodhu) is yet. 
another Bombay star who's. 
looking around for a break _ 
in Tamil and Telugu films, 
Apart from Kashmir. Kadali 
in Tamil in which she's 
palred with npo j 
hero Rajkumar, she a 
coupe of Telugu films on 
and, 


ALATHI, the small-time 

Kannada starlet who 
was seen in Kanneshwara 
Rama and Kaadu Kudure 
isn’t exactly busy these days. 
And she would have gladly 
accepted a role in M. S. 
Sathyu's much discussed, 
up-coming Kannada film 
Bara. But she claims some 
jealous people gave the 
impression to Sathyu that 
she was busy with a couple of 
other units and hence she 
couldn't give suitable dates. 


IE it a hit or a flop? This | 
is a regular question | 
that's asked about Kalluk- | 
kul Iram, afilm sponsored | 
by director Bharatiraja, 
whose last four films 
have been hits. Directed 
by his cameraman Р S. 
Nivas, the new film has | 
also featured Bharatiraja | 
in a pivotal role. The 
first week's collections 
were truly impressive pu 
and the black market was | 
cheerful. But many | 
among the audience | 
yawned and a few even _ 
walked out. But then such | 
things did happen in the | 
сазе of his previous film 
Niram Maratha Pookal: 
pronounced a immediate 
flop, it slowly warmed up 
and continued doing же 
reasonably good E. Bet 
for 20 weeks at a stretch. | _ 


IRISH KASARA. 
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Beginning March 23 
This week ihe S 


in Viigo. Neptune and Uranus aie in Scoi 


Gancei, Leo and Virgo from Gemini. 


un is in Pisces, Venus is in Aries, Mars, 


pio. Mercury ала капи ae in Aq 


i i joined in Le 
^u and Jupiter aie conjoi 
EN h uaiius. The Moon W 


o and Saturn alone is 
ill be moving through 


ARIES ] 
April 20) You will have 
æ) several excellent oppor- 
B tunities to expand your 
x activities as to ane 
aised by all. Let your own intui- 
fion be VoM guide to fortune. You 
will also benefit through secret 
association or information and by 
travel. Your professional career will 
continue to prosper and your work 
will now be recognised. A happy 
and auspicious journey is also indi- 
cated. Gaod dates: 23, 25, 28 and 
29. Lucky numbers: 1, 3 and 5. 
Favourable direction: South-west. 


TAURUS (April 21 — 

72 9: May 22) Your home 
[А С сї front will be а source 
<) of јоу апа happiness. 
S: Lovers are likely to 
come up against пем hurdles. 


Elderly people will stand in the way 
and guide you. Some may get 
transfer orders in the near future. 
Letters will bring good news from 
distant places. Businessmen are 
advised to go in for new contracts 
and acquire stocks to seek profits. 


Good dates: 24, 26, 27 and 29. 
Lucky humbers: 5, 6 and 9. Fav- 
Oourable direction: West. 
GEMINI (May 21 — 
June 21) This week 
will be slightly difficult 
and trying. Guard 
against quarrels and 


accidents. Curb impetuousity and 
watch finances and correspondence 
closely. Avoid over-strain. This week 
is uniavourable for making auspi- 
cious arrangements. Some success 
will be registered at the weekend. 
Deal tactfuly with those in authority. 
Good dates: 24, 25, 27 and 29. 
Lucky numbers: 2, 9 and 7. Favour- 
able direction: West. 


CANCER (June 22 — 


July 22) You will gain 

А ©, in diverse, unexepected 
C $ Ways. A journey may 
2 provide a solution to 

your problems. Relatives and new 
friends will ^ prove very helpful. 


Many will win promotions through 
timely hunches. Your own intuition 
can be your best guide. Elders and 
female relatives will benefit you. 


You may inherit propert Avoid 
litigation and answer ali ENS 
promptly, Good dates: 23. 24, 25 


and 28. Lucky numbers: 4 9 
Favourable direction: Sonet E 


n 


(March 21 — 


EO (July 23 — August 
К) 22) К ES week 
а is predicted for уои. 

0) Somebody may, try to 

: deceive you. Exercise 
your dealings with the 
opposite sex. Elders and family- 
friends will prove encouraging. 
Some people will win laurels in 
games and sports. Partners and 
spouses will play an exceptionally 
big-part in your life. People in ser- 
vices are advised to accept transfer 
orders. Good dates: 24, 25 and 26. 
Lucky numbers: 3, 6 and 12. Fav- 
ourabe direction: West. 


@ KT ^w VIRGO (August 23 — 
TR: A September 22) You are 


caution in 


SSS) advised to conserve 
S35 your resources апа 
PAS consolidate all recent 


gains. Your professional and finan- 
cial affairs will continue to prosper 
and promotion too is on the caids. 
Follow your own intuition. Original 
business methods will bring success 
in all your undertakings. Your 
achievements will by praised by all 


your friends and relatives. Good 
dates: 23, 26, 27 and 29. Lucky 
numbers: 5, 3 and 9. Favourable 
direction: North. 
ZAR LIBRA (September 23 
2974 — October 22) Your 
NY N prospects are very 
КЕ bright. Good fortune 
: will be accompanied by 
domestic bliss for most  Librans. 


Some unreasonable opposition on 
the part of an old person of the 
Opposite sex is to be expected. 
Your. outlook is now completely 
changed and your achievements wiil 
be praised by all. Push your affairs 
to the utmost and forge ahead on 
all fronts, Good dates: 23, 24, 25 
and 27. Lucky numbeis: 10, 5 and 9. 
Favourable direction: East. 


(27) SCORPIO  (Oc:ober 23 
$u4 i475 -— November 21) A 
3 | beneficial change of 
y ! v4 job or residence is 


not unlikely. This week 
will prove to be a happy one. Pay 
extra attention to business details 
and take the advice of elders. 
Travel and push business to the ut- 
most. Auspicious arrangements will 
be finalised at home. Take care not 
to arouse the hostility of your em- 
Ployers and those in authority. 
Good dates: 23, 26, 27 and 28. 
ucky numbers: 2 »8 and 6. Favour- 
&ble directions: West and North. 


Sa In TT ee 
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SAGITTARIUS (Novem. 
ber 22 — December 22) 
You may suffer a small 
loss this week. Close 
relatives may ргоуе 
very annoying but do not lose your 
temper. Otherwise, this will be a 
fortunate week. Exercise care in 
legal matters. Opposition from an 
old person is indicated. Be conient 
to mark time and do not antagonise 
your employer. Your healih will im- 
prove and letters will bring good 
news. Good dates: 24, 26 and 28. 
Lucky numbers: 6, З and 5. Favou- 


abe direction: South. 

буш 77 CAPRICORN (October 
EAA 23 — January 29) Once 
SED п again your fortune will 
WA spring from your own 

(o ~4 intuition.  Hunches will 

prove an excellent guide to suc- 

cess. Many will win promotions 


through their own efforts. You will 
soon undertake a shori journey. 
Romance is indicated. After a minor 
setback your business and financial 
affairs will continue their successful 
run. The domestic scene will give 
you pleasure, Good daies: 24, 25 
and 28. Lucky numbers: 4, 7 and 11. 
Favourable direction: East. 


AQUARIUS (January 21 
— February 19) Your 
K outlook is brighter than 
СЕ — last week. This week 

Rae unexpected upheavals, 
long journeys and immense gains 
are Indicated. Your financial affairs 
will continue to prosper. Exercise 
circumspection and watchfulness in ` 
dealings with elders and strangers. 
Changes, travel, law and property. 
matters favour you. You will be 
successful in your dealings with 
people of the opposite sex. Good 
dates: 23, 25, 28 and 29. Lucky 
numbers: 4, 10 and 7. Favourable 
direction: West. 


PISCES (February : 20 
March 20) Expected 
and unexpected deve- 
lopments or changes in 
your life should bring 
in a lot of happiness and good for- 
tune. On the business front you will 
make rapid progress. |Womenfolk 
in the family may give you cause 
for worry. You may have {0 
play host this weekend. Good dates: 
25 and 27. Lucky numbers: 3, 9 and 
10. Favourable direction: North. 


M. B. RAMAN 


PEANUTS 


featuring 


“Good ol 
Charliebrown” 


фа Za 


elhi and eGangotri 


I GUESS I'VE 
MADE UP МУ 


(ES THE BLUE OH,NO!IT'^ THE 
ONE, PLEASE DIRTY ROTTEN 
KITE EATING TREE! 


YOU'VE BEEN 
WAITING ALL 
WINTER FOR ME 
HAVEN'T YOU? 


WELL, YOU'RE 
NOT GONNA GET 
THIS KITE 
BECAUSE I'M.. 


BELIEVE IT.. 
HE ATE IT 


BRILLIANT'S. | dioni nou 
z MAULANA „N. 1 
ELABORATE | vems new petn does not just clean your 
POSTAL AFMC,PUNE skin—it has antibacterial and 
= CIS VELLORE antifungal properties too. 
| UITION JIPMER, PONDICHERRY ; SSS 
| FOR MBBS J| um : 
I T. JOHN'S, BANGA 
| ENTRANCE СОВА ОЕП 
BIHAR 
D + PRADESH 
| ISSA 
| IND IA R пактын 
| UTTAR PR 
| WEST BENGAL 
j: Also BRILLIANT'S POSTAL TUITION 
for IIT ENTRANCE EXAM'80 


with the free Supplement 


Now ina 
bigger size 
and asmart 


Y.G a collection of 250 provo- Margo Soap made with sn 

SP e -cative problemsin Physics nature's valuabie gift 'Neem wrapper. 

pm: SS Oil’ is the anly toilet soap zu 
with full herbal and medici- SL 


Also available Brilliant's Postal papers for 

IAS Prelim 1980 on the Optional Subjects PHYSICS, 
BOTANY, ZOOLOGY, ECONOMICS. I. HISTORY, 
POLTICAL SCIENCE, SOCIOLOGY & PSYCHOLOGY 


hs BRILLIANT TUTORIALS 


asilamani Mudali St T-Nagar. Madras-17. Р®442099 


nal properties. Margo Soap not only cleans. 
it keeps the skin healthy. Margo Soap for all 
seasons, all ages. 


Mango uade from puis Neem 
@ ap Bae 1927 avourite 


A product of Calcutta Chemical; 
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Hartston (White) to move 
, Position after Black's 24th mave 
: " Controlled aggression 


t4 ENGLISH PLAYERS rarely havo the Oppor 
{ tunity to compete in the Soviet Union. Part 
ке of the reason is that, despite the great chess 
i3 &ctivity in that part of the world, compara- 
| ' tively few international competitions ere 
$ 


етене P ASSIS RONE DOOIES ARI AIRE Amano TORI 


held there. Most Soviet tournaments are 

pl within the framework of regional or 

j national championship systems and so do 
‚ not entall the Invitation of overseas players. 
' However, in 1975, with the eld of the 
p Robert Silk Chess Fellowship, | had the 
$ good fortune to obtain an invitation to the 
К Alekhine Memorial Tournament. This was 
i quite a coup as the only other English 
i payer ever to take part in this event was 
i rry Golombek in 1956. More recently, 
, also with the ald of the Robert Silk Fellow- 
ship, Bill Hartston took part in this year's 
Keres Memorial Tournament in Tallinn. As 
in; always with Sovist tournaments the event 
; 3 was very strong but Bill emerged with a 
EA highly creditable 50 per cent score with only 
Petrosyan 12 (from 16); Tal, Vaganyan 11}: 
В/ораівіп 10; Sax and Veingold 9} ahead of 


Bill Hartston will probably be most famil- 
: lar to readers as the highly entertaining co- 
d presenter of BBC2's 'The Master Game'. 
Just a few years ago he was undoubtedly 
the strongest player in the country and, 
although he may since have dropped one or 
_ two places in the English rankings, his play 
is nevertheless probably stronger now than 
then. I give a good illustration of his control- 
led aggression taken from Tallinn. 
. White: W. R. Hartston. Black: J. Vilela 


Memorial Tournament, Tallinn 1979. 

"в Indian Defence. 
P—O4, N—K83; 2. N—K«B3 : 3. 

: , P—QN3; 4. PIG, Bone Б, 


B—Q3; Aptly enough this move wes an ald 
ite of Keres. 


Digitized by Sarayu Foundation T 


Ing as it 
N—821A enoaky retreat threaten 
does to win the Gb with B—R3. T3 

Ó » 20. N—I31 The arrival of the 


Knight on N4 will bo very unpleasant for 
Black. «gq; 21. N—N4, B x N; A drastic 


solution { lokly demone- 
tion. Harteton. now quickly 
e e that Black ha9 no answer to tho two 


bishops, . м 
p83; 23. Q—N3, N—N3; 

watt Ki, ВВ; (DIAGRAM) 28. Pd "t 

Рур; Or 25... , N— 4; 26. P x P, Nx P(K3); 


26 NX PEL AxN; Absolute dosperation, 


i Ishop 
but after 26..., PXN; 27. РхР, the b 
tear Black to pleces. 
pale wil Nx KP; 20. D x N, P x Bi 28. Dx R, 
QxB; 30. В—01, Q—K1; 31, Qx GP}, Re- 
signs. Не la mated after 31. . . , PK, 32. 
Q—K6--1, Qx Q; 33. R—Q8--. 


MICHAEL STEAN 

bridge 

THOUGH bridge writers seldom comment 
on the fact, the most difficult part of the 
game Is to discard wall on an opponent's 
long sult. You have to gauge the declarer's 
distributlon and you have to tell partner 
what Is happening. The defenders on both 
sides failed when both Norway and France 
reached Seven Spades en these cards: 


Dealer, South. Love ail. 


4KJ987 . 

ФА 

ФАВ 

487542 
6 532 N à 6 
vJ853 w g v10964 
€ Q74 g 94109652 
& 1096 QJ 


When France played in Seven Spades 
from the South position, West led a trump. 
To ruff a heart in the long trump hand 
obviously gains nothing, so Lebel played off 
five rounds of trumps, discarding & 3. East 
let go a heart, subjecting his partner to a 
criss-cross squeeze. 


a — 

ФА 

€ 8 

487542 
Ф — N a — 
9J853 М E 91096 
$i S 9 J 10 
#1096 & QJ 

Ф — 

9KQ72 

Фк 

ФАК 


The next diamond destroys West. 

At the other table the declarer had things 
easier. West, not seeing the value of his 
Ф 1096, let go a club on the fifth spade. 
Using ¥ A for entry, the declarer made five 
Spades, five clubs, two diamonds and one 
heart. 

No doubt East, at both tables, should 
have let go his two clubs. These could 
hardly win a trick and the situation becomes 
immediately clear to partner. But West, at 
the second table, where North was the 
declarer, could have drawn an inference 
from the play of the five trumps. The loser in 
the North hand could only be a club, 


because obviously a 
have been d losing diamond could 


TERENCE REESE 
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stamps 


[ PESOS STS vy 
D 


UXENABOURG 3 
BY ITS NATURE, philately le ene of the 
cultural pursuits thet blind people cannot 


enjoy. But an Interesting and thought. 
provoking collection 


зап be farmed of 
stamps which have bean issued in tribute 
to blind celebrities, among them John 
Milton, Leonhard Euler, tho Swiss mathe. 
matician, and Homer, who 16 traditionally 
supposed to havo become blind. Louls 
вте, who has already baen honoured by 
French and Russian stamps, lo portrayed on 
a now Luxemburg stamp which marks the 
$125th anniversary of his death, A companion 
stamp honours Marguerite de Busbach, 
a eeventeonth century plonoor ої girls’ 
education in Luxemburg. 


A NEW series of definitive stamps being 
issued In the Falkland Islands features some 
of the ships which have carried mail and 
cargo for the islanders during the 145 years 
of British administration. The 4p stamp 
(above) shows the Fitzroy, which was bullt 
at Leith in 1931 and salled between Port 
Stanley, in the Falklands, and Montevideo, 
in Uruguay, until 1957, when it was brought 
home to Grays, Essex, to be broken up. One 
of the smallest ships featured In the séries IS 
the Foam, on the 20p stamp. A Portsmouth- 
Бш schooner of 88 tons, it averaged six 
rn voyages eve ar between PO 
Stanley and Montevideo during the 1860s. 
The new stamps replace a series featuring 


wild flowers of the Falklands, which has: 


been in use for 10 years. 
C. W. HILL. 
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this india 


ANGALORE : Ignorance of the. fact 
а the buses of the State Road Trans- 
port Corporation have no brakes is as 
inexcusable as the ignorance of law. 
This was the lesson that a former 
minister of state was taught by a driver 
of the KSRTC recently, An incident 
which had imparted him this lesson 
was narrated in the state assembly by 
M. C. Nanaiah during a discussion on 
a bus accident near Nelamangala. 
‘According to Mr Nanaiah, he had sig 
malled to a bus coming from the oppo- 
site direction to allow him pass the 
narrow bridge he had already entered 
in his car. But, he was shocked to find 
that the bus did not stop, but came 
towards the car. The driver of the bus 
after a while approached him and 
questioned if he had any sense and it 
he did not care for his life. The next 
question posed by the driver was whe- 
ther he was not aware that the KSRTC 
buses do not have brakes, Mr Nanaiah 
could do nothing but apologise to the 


driver—Indian Express (J. Sreekantha, 
Shimoga) 


JAMMU: A male baby born during 
the eclipse period was named as Gra- 
han Singh. Several names were sug- 
семе! to the father by his friends but 
nc has agreed to call the baby Gra- 
han Kumar. He said that will remind 
um that ae соц took birth at the 
e eclipse— 

R. Mulathy, вар a eeu Hera, 
BELLARY: 

ment has be 
pur police t 
tickets in ¢ 


A new mode of punish- 
en evolved by the Shola- 
to curb the sale of cinema 
wither € black market. A slate 
ad ie menes OE the blackmarketeer 
ДЫ in um written in bold letters on 

, ng to the neck of the person 


india abroad 


f tery shroud h 
S queue didis pe dele 
les in the thi m Abergavenny in Wa: 
They died fron „Week of February. 

: Non Stab wounds The bo- 
Shashikala pend (28) and his wife 
ted bed (25) Were found in the bol- 
(Febru rv Im Of their flat on Tuesday 

' ary 19) when the authorities of 


prize rs. 30 for the entry given first 


and he is paraded through the main 
streets of the city. The new method 
started by Messers A. S. Inamdar, SP, 
and Sagar, Sub-Inspector, has rid the 
city of black marketing in cinema 
tickets. Theatre owners cooperated 
with the police department and col- 
lege students were among those found 
selling tickets in the black market. A 
similar mode of punishment is being 
adopted to curb gambling, preparation 
of illicit liquor and pick pockets— 
реси Herald (К. Р. Raju, Вапра- 
ore 


SRINAGAR: The people of Kashmir 
had a hearteasing experience when 
an old Hindu woman was carried to 
the burning ghat by Muslims. They 
also requisitioned the services of a 
Hindu priest who performed the last 
rites of the old woman. The woman 
who belonged to Zaindar Mohalla in 
Srinagar had reportedly none to look 
after her. Her own son had also left 
ker to the mercy of God, But Muslim 
neighbours came forward to dispose 
of the dead woman's body, They also 
defrayed all the expenses at the burn- 
ing ghat—Indian Express (D. R. 
Sarkar, Meerut) 


BANGALORE : Complaints that official 
machinery moves at snail’s pace is no 
news these days. But its operation at 
agonisingly slow speed afflicts both lay- 
man and legislator became evident in 
the Assembly today (February 27) 
when a member's question came up for 
hearing after three years. The member 
himself wondered whether there was 
any relevance for him to seek an ans- 
wer after such a long period. Speaker, 
P. Venkataramana advised the member 
to take it in the stride since “such de- . 
lays" do occur. The question tabled by 
Mr V. M. Ghadi (Congress 1) in 1977 
had sought the Government reply on 
difficulties caused to farmers duc to the 
Marketing Society stopping collection 
of levy paddy in Huliyal taluk of North 
Kanara. The question hour in fact end- 
ed within half an hour since very few 
questions were listed on the agenda. 
When Mr B. B. Sayanak (MES) com- 
plained against this, Mr Venkatara- 
mana said he would pull up the de- 
partments concerned and see that the 
replies were furnished promptly—Dec- 
can Herald (Sivaram G., Bangalore) 


“Neville Hall, in which the doctor was 
AMETS sent their staff to find out 
why he had not turned up for work. 
According to police reports, the couple 
had gone to Heathrow airport on Feb- 
ruary 16 to take a flight to India but 
for some reason cancelled their jour- 
ney and returned home—The States- 


man: 


Foundation Trust, Delhi and eGangotri 


without comment 


I WILL not bite you — you are | 
free to go in—Sapjay Gandhi to 
Subramaniam Swamy at the door | 
of the Central Hall of Parliament. | 
Quoted in Surya ur] 


THIS was the best time to try and 
win a Parliamentary seat— Arun 
Nehru, Mrs Gandhi’s nephew оп 
his victory at the Rae Bareli by- 
election 


‘TO a certain extent Mrs Gandhi is 
a prisoner of the system in which | | 
she has to operate—S. Nihal Singh | 
in India Today | 


NEVER say die—Devaraj Urs on | i 5 
the prospects of his Party’s рег |. 
formance in the coming Assembly | 
polls 


A POLITICAL Party has the right | 
to ask its members not to join | 
even a cultural organisation— 
Chandra Shekhar, Janata Party Pr- 
esident | 


WE are proud of our association | M. 
with the RSS which ingrained in | | 

us the spirit of selfless service | $ 
and patriotism—Nanaji Deshmukh. | $ 
Janata Party General Secretary 


ONE cannot imagine that a Belchi | M 
or a Parasbigha, a Narainpur or a | 
Pipra can take place in West 
Bengal—Mainstream 


THERE is no way in which the | | 
Soviets or anyone else can resist | | 
the power of God. Something | 
terrible is going to happen to the | | 
Soviets, someching supernatural | | 
and nothing to do with military | 
force—Muhammad Ali 


WHENEVER a country takes to |. 
the road of radical socio-economic | і 
reforms, the CIA barges in— | 
Babrak Karmal in an interview | | 
with Blitz 16 


DO YOU suppose we talked about | | 
oil in bed?—Christina Onassis on | | 
her short-lived marriage to Sargei 
Kauzov 2 


UNLESS the commercial cinema 
suffers a severe setback in terms 
of audience attendance, I don't see 
any great hope for theatre in the 
1980s — Naseeruddin Shah, noted 
theatre personality and film actor 


MSDN ilk re rein, абыз kann, roc 


— TT 
HONEST TIMES _ 


THE daily newspapers in the 
capital did an unprecedented 
thing by declaring a holiday on 
the occasion of Holi, so reagere 
ad to go without newspapers O 
M S. tee National Herald 
was the only paper which was 
published on the day after Holi. 
While most of the papers an- 
nounced on their front pages 
that there would be no edition 
on March 3 because of a holiday 
on Holi (March 2), one paper 
was honest enough to admit the 
reason for the unusual decision. 
Only the Times of India an- 
nounce that the decision to 
skip an edition was due to an 
“acute newsprint shortage”. The 
dailies in the capital are report- 
edly considering the possibilities 
of adopting the European system 
of a six-day week in view of the 
newsprint supply position. While 
it is too early to say whether 
the new scheme will materialise 
at all, the attempt on the part 
of one of the dailies to cash in 
on the inability of others to 
come out on March 3 backfired 
and that paper too was closed 
for Holi. is newspaper suffer- 
ed a prolonged strike last year, 
when it reportedly helped other 
groups tide over their newsprint 
crisis by supplying them news- 
print from its quota at no pre- 
mium. This management now 
went to all those managements 
seeking a "return" for the 
favour done last year. The 
smaller newspapers wriggled out 
by pleading that the amount of 
newsprint needed by this large 
group for one day’s printing was 
perhaps equivalent to a small 
paper's weekly requirement. Two 
large groups were blunt in their 
refusal, One of them said that 
newsprint was available, but at a 
premium, When it was pointed 
out that the strike-bound man- 
agement had not sought any 
premium while supplying news- 
print last year, the Marwari 
owner of the other group is sup- 
posed to have said, “If you were 
foolish in business, that does not 
mean I Should follow suit”, An 
Ж was more ca 5 
Newsprint was available gees 
mge for the favour shown last 
"put after А 


petitors to ce 
ability to bring out an edition, 


У QS 


= LS 


EES 


77 сетан 
DISAPPOINTMENTS _ 


‘ATER was thrown on 
COED a of many Ministerial 
aspirants twice within a week in 
early March when C. M. Stephen 
and Veerendra Patil were 1п- 
ducted into the Union Cabinet 
along with four junior Ministers. 
Apart from bigwigs like H.N 
Bahuguna, who had cause to 
feel that they were being kept 
out of the Cabinet in order to 
belittle them, there were many 
young MPs who were hoping to 
make it 4o the Ashoka Hall of 
Rashtrapati Bhavan before the 
commencement of the Budget 
Session on March 11, C. M. 
Stephen was inducted because he 


2? 
C. M. Stephen 


had been promised a berth in the 
Cabinet as soon as he was elect- 
ed to the Lok Sabha. Although 
he was expected to gel, an im- 
portant portfolio, he instead re- 
lieved Bhishma Narayan Singh, 
the Minister for Parliamentary 
Affairs, of the additional Com- 
munications portfolio. Apparent- 
ly Mrs. Gandhi did not want a 
ebacle of the sort wheh the 
Rajya Sabha amended the vote 
of thanks to the President in the 


last session, Therefore, apart 
from апаар that B. Singh 
devotes all his attention to the 


CDM п h Ф_ Parliamentary Affairs portfoli 
= ne painting out that they she has made Sitaram kK een 


1 евагї as 
— his junior Minister, RENS 
Mukherjee also being in charge 
of the crucial Civil Supplies 


.CC-0. In Public Domain. UP State Museum, Hazratganj. Lucknow 


tfolio urgently needed an ех- 
Perienced junior Minister . like 
7. R. Ansari, Who was earlier a 
junior Minister in the Ў Com» 
merce Ministry as well, But the 
most significant appointment was 
that of Patil as Petroleum Minis- 
ier. The Works and Housing 
Minister, P.C. Sethi, had been 
holding temporary charge of this 
important portfolio and being a 
former Petroleum Minister, was 
devoting most of his time to his 
additional charge. He has also 
expressed the desire to quit the 
Housing portfolio in favour of 
Petroleum, But his public ac- 
tions and statements in th 
cent past must have embar e 
the PM, who did not perhaps 
went Sethi to be given a port- 
folio like Petroleum, on which 
many questions are bound to be 
asked in the coming session due 
to the diesel and kerosene 
shortages. 


EFFICIENCY | 
AT PREMIUM 


THE AICC (D headquarters at 
New Delhi’s 24 Akbar Road has 
been placed under efficient man- 
agement. B. Dutta, Mrs. Gandhi's 
former security officer, has been 


appointed the administrative 
officer of the office. Dutta, a 
former Deputy Superintendent 


of police attached to Mrs. Gandhi 
prior to 1977, was retained as her 
security man even after her de- 
feat. He retired from service a 
year ago and Mrs. Gandhi's con- 
fidence in him was such that she 
immediately offered him a job 
in her personal secretariat. 
Dutta's efficiency was evident 
during the days when the Lok 
Sabha results started pouring in 
early January, Even before the 
police authorities realised the 
possible outcome of the initial 
trends broadcast by All India 
Radio, Dutta had streamlined 
the security arrangements at the 
likely PM's" house by putting 


up rope barricades, to control. 


erowds and deputing personal 
ata of the house to munya the 
barriers. Now that he has been 
posted at the AICC (I) head- 
uarters, it is evident that Mrs. 
andhi wants to ensure that the 
Party office functions efficiently. 
E presence His also scared 
; after a e er 
gecurity policeman. oss 


D. E. NIZAMUDDIN 


e di SE 
gotri 


-| | Digitized by Sarayu Foundation Trust, Delhi and eGan 
22 | 
a 


| Just a little something. 
To show you care. 


FO в Macr УКА о и ео RD 


Remember, 
precious things 
| come in 
: | small parcels. 

| With a 

| small name. 
7 | HMT. 


| You'd hate to admit it . . . 
t { even to yourself. 

i | . But you do take your wife 
e | just a little bit for granted. 

д | You're not exactly the 
tyrant about the house. 

But you do know that your 
way is the way it's going 

to be! 

And it's not that you 
don't appreciate all that 
your wife does for you. 
| It's just that somehow you 
forget to tell her. я 

Perhaps the time has And now available a 
come to do it. brand new collection of 

Now, you're not going Gold Plated models. KS 


^5 to embarrass yourself with 
a long speech on the 
subject. 
No, no. 
. Just a little HMT will sa 
it all. Beautifully. : 


All the care we put 
into it talks. For you. 
So give her an HMT 
today. 
She'll treasure it for 
all the years to come. 


* 17 and 21 jewels 
* parashock 
* anti-magnetic 


Marketing Division 


If you've the inclination, we've the time! 
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Everybody is 
feeling great 
on Thums Up. 


, Hazratganj. L 
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| 
SUITINGS, SHIRTINGS, DRESS MATERIALS, SAREES. 


Fabrics from the Most Modern Mil PEU 


TEXTILES 


There are mo 
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E an 600 Retail Showrooms throughout the country— one close to you 
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Theorem: 


You needn't бо round in circles : | 
to get a genuine Parle Monaco biset 


ER. " 


Data: Being crisp, ` 
frosty р 
and popular, 
Parle biscuits 
have many 
imitators. 

To prove that: You can make a biscuit. 


look like Parle, but you can't 
make it taste like one. . 


Proof: a) The purchase test: 

ee The first thing to remember: 
Parle Monaco biscuits are 

never sold loose. They come 

hygienically packed in rolls, 

square cartons and tins— 

to retain their inimitable: 

freshness. 


b) The package test: wf 
It's easy to recognise — 
the attractive Parle Monaco. 
pack on any shelf. То make - 
doubly sure, check out the 
name P-A-R-L-E on the pack. 

c) The taste test: don 

Take a bite of the biscuit. - 

If it's crisp and flaky — = 

. Jou can be sure its a — 

genuine Parle Monaco. 
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Their sum total isthe finest enjoyment in 
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We dont care which brands ar 
in the third fourth fifth 
.. and other places. 


Would you? 


The only reason one Bush two-in-one has sold 
more than the other Bush two-in-one is that it was 
introduced in the market earlier. a 


And both Bush two-in-ones together are outselling 
all the other brands put together. 


In fact, the only choice you may need to make will be which 
Bush two-in-one to buy. 


Because we believe that it's always great to have a 
choice... even between the best. : 


К“ BUSH 
TheNo-1two-in-ones. 
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Our armed forces have соте а long way since the 
debacle of 1962 and today there la a qulot confidence 
in Delhi over the country's seourlty; this notwithstanding 
the now tensions In the reglon, after the Soviet Interven- 
tlon In Afghanistan, What la the substance of our 
defence preparedness vis-a-vis China and Pakistan ? 
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Robert Mugabe's maselve victory In the Zimbabwe polls 
astounded everybody, The whites, whose shock bordered! 
on trauma. The blacks, whose elation knew no bounds. 
And even the British whose hopes for a broad-based 
multl-Party coalition evaporated. 


Editor M. J. Akbar 


| Assistant Editor Subir Roy Editorial Staff Nirmal Mitra, "E 

E ; David McMahon, Saumitra Banerjee, Tinnankar оаа NE 

E done ago the Muslim League passed a resolution Delhi Corres Guha Asst Art Director Amiya Bhattachary t 

of Pakistan. foundation stone for the ultimate creation с 

of Pakistan, But Pakistan, though a viable state, did по! 
ө the ‘Muslim problem’ im the subcontinent. Today | | Е 


1039D | 


Indian Musli | 
ms are settling down to а long hard struggle Published from 6 Pratulla Sarkar Street С 
for a better deal for themselves within India. Ananda Offset Private Ltd. pra 
700054 by Bappaditya Roy f 
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Freud to fantasy 
RITISH NANDY'S article “Sex 
and the sizzling sanyasi" (Feb- 


ruary 24) eloquently explained Raj- 
neesh's philosophy that at a certain 
point, both experiences, the sexual 
and divine, mingle and become one, 
which is then samadhi. The Bhag- 
wan has most intelligently under- 
Stood Freud’s interpretation of 
human psychology and sexual 
theses, which considerably influenc- 
ed modern society. Where Freud 
ended, the Bhagwan took up the 
thread to deveiop a novel theory of 
Salvation. Now, in pursuit of a fuller 
life and samadhi, frustrated men 
and women from East and West, 


All bull 


PBITISH NANDY is a giorious 
addition to your contributing 
team, A few pages of his book re- 
view appear to be тоге rewar- 
ding than 
popular godman, Rajneesh himself. 
But while the idea of encouraging 
this kind of "intangible export" may 
augur well for the nation's balance 
of Payments, the notion that the 
Crotch is a gateway to the Paradise 
of Heaven needs to be guarded 
against, I would even dare to draw 
a parallel between these neo-tantrics 
—tor tantra is what the bhagwan 
practises, though disguisedly — and 
Satanists. Again, it is darned funny 
that one can cohabit at all with 
attention betwixt the eyeballs”, 
, to twist the idiom, is Surely no 
cock and all bull (I mean, the eye). 
SR Ramalingam, Calcutta 


Í THOUGHT Mr Nandy Was open- 

minded and liberal. Instead of Gide 
menting on the present activities in 
the Rajneesh Ashram, he has chosen 


m 


€ 


the platitudes of the 


ir children, are flocking 
euni the Bhagwan to realise the 
divine by spontanegus sexual action, 
and dancing naked according to free 

ill. 
Vipin Viplawi, Mongyhr 
| А s r hap- 
OVE or samadhi can ever 

ый IUE the will of god. May I 
ask what the mind is? Who gives 
us inspiration? Nothing can happen 
without someone behind it, and. be 
hind all these occurrences is god. 
The man who realises the existence 
of god may explain what samadhi is. 
Sexual intercourse is nothing but a 
biological urge for satisfaction. _ Be- 
sides love comes into play in a 
variety of experiences, not sex alone. 
N. R. Das Gupta, Kharagpur 


MR NANDY's article was a lot of 
well-written mush. The impression 
one gets after reading it is that 
Bhagwan Rajneesh is a rational man 
with a misdirected sense of divine 
mission. Why doesn't he have the 
honesty to advertise himself as a 
sex-therapist, rather than a godman? 
Religion, one hopes, is a way to god 
rather than a way to achieving pro- 
longed orgasm. God help us the day 
we equate the two! 

S. Sanyal, Calcutta 


RAJNEESH's conjecture 
"had his first luminous glimpse a1 
Samadhi during the experience of 
intercourse" is far from the truth. 
How сап one concentrate on two 
things at a time? His argument 
that during sexual intercourse there 
comes a moment of climax when the 
mind is devoid of thought is un- 
convincing: one does not experience 
such a moment at all. What concerns 


that man 


— д 


to.write about a book "From Sex to 
Superconsciousness", published as 
long back as 1969, The author Seems 
to have read very little of the 
Bhagwan's literature, and even SO, 
misinterpreted it. He is typically 
conservative, and bases his ideas on 
just one book. All the same, he has 
done well to bring out a few good 
traits of the Bhagwan. _ 

Nidhi Bhargava, Allahabad 


MR NANDY has tried to publicise 
Sree Rajneesh at the cost of the har- 
mony of young minds. He has des- 
cribed Rajneesh as the sexiest baba 
and supported his views about reach- 
ing god‘through free sex, Both these 
notions are incorrect. Rajneesh is 
neither handsome nor sexy. And the 
free sex he preaches will lead people 
to ruination. I am surprised to learn 
that Sree Rajneesh preaches Ways to 


copulate for three hours at a 
stretch. : 

К. Mishra, Patna 

RAJNEESH 'is convinced that prosti- 


tutes and perverts exist in dj 
1 | irect 
Proportion to a Soclety's civilisation. 
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the Acharya is not the problem t 
achieving "Nirvana" but controllin 
the duration of intercourse. To m 
mind, the only remedy to this y! 
blem is circumcision, as practiseq by 
the Jews and Muslims. Howeye, 
this has nothing to do with religion’ 
and is only a sexual necessity. : 
Men like Rajneesh are only mi. 
leading innocent people. He is Ole 
of a vast network of so-called avatar. 
like the Sai Baba, Bal Yogeshwar 
Mehar Baba, Mahesh Yogi | 
and others who have flourished jp 
the post-Independence era, and are 
exploiting religious sentiments, Raj. 
neesh is a political agent who is dis 
couraging socialism. It is painful to + 
equate him with Jesus or the Buddha, 
Sreeniwas Sharma, Calcutta 


THIS is the finest expose you hays 
published in a long time, even better | 
than the author's article on the Sai 
Baba you published a few months 


back. What is amusing is to see one 
cult figure take on another, SUN. 
DAY doesnt need a ‘demolition 


Squad' anymore, Now you should ask 
Satyajit Ray to review M. F. Husain's 
work and Ravi Shankar to write оп 
M. S. Subbalakshmi! 

S. K. Bhadury, Bangalore 


I HAVE great sympathy for Pritish 
Nandy's intelligence, wide knowledge 
and good vocabulary, but what he 
has produced is all humbug. Any 
way, thanks to him for showing the 
way from roadside sex, to Rajneesh’s 
Sex Knowledge. Nandy is on a path 
that leads man to insanity. Let the 
author experience emptiness for “а 
while", and he would start realising 
the ultimate truth. 

Swami Ram Vedant. Tatanagar 


FE ہس‎ 


Assuming civilisation to be an ad 
vanced stage of social development, 
the change from barbarism to re 
fined, eniightened living, what refine- 
ment or enlightenment did  Sodom 
and Gomorrah experience that Saw 
their total destruction? All social 
istic revolutions, be they Christian 0f 
proletarian, preach civilisation al 

enightenment. To what extent 00 
condemned prostitution and sodomy 
exist in these societies? Alternately: 
if we renounce civilisation, will ас 
cording to the sanyasi, prostitutes: 
and perverts diminish , in the same 
proportion? 

Violet Mac Gibbon, Calcutta 


MOST people, as I see it, are sen 
ally repressed hypocrites and that 19 
why they see the Bhagwan as a SY 
hol of sex. But we do not bother 
for them. I can only say that the 
time is fast approaching when. ШИ 
man history shall be divided in E 
periods “Before Rajneesh” and "AES 
Rajneesh”. Only those who reco 

Nise the 
Shree Rajneesh are wise. 
Swami Ageh Bharti, Satna 
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Truth about à lie 


(CONGRATULATIES £o T. N. Kaul 


i i rational and 
for his candid, | ran a 
well-written агисе wu eee 


he: revealed how 


f his calibre. should manufac- 
d EH blatant lies. Even the can- 


i ican Press commented 
N D book (‘The Kissinger 
Years”): “Kissinger revives ап 


ight-vear-old lie". Мг Kaul at one 
О "ES commendably: “Modern 
diplomacy must have some basis of 
honesty and sincerity” But when 
politics creeps into diplomacy, credi- 
bility | automatically suffers. Also 
diplomacy void of credibility is like 
political debauchery. Mr Kissinger 
underplayed the stances India adopt- 
ed to persuade Yahya Khan to find 


an amioable settlement to the pro- 
blem of East Pakistan to ease ten 
slon in the subcontinent. Mrs Gan- 
dhi's missions to other neighbouring 
countries was a commendable step 
hailed һу all right-thinking men. 
One wonders how the Americans shut 
their eyes to the repeated provoca- 
tions of the Pakistan junta to drag 
India into war with them. Mr Kis- 
singer was the architect of Nixon’s 
policy of friendship with China, and 
by creating hostility in the Indian 
subcontinent, thought he could 
achieve this better. Needless to say, 
the attempt finally failed, 


Mr ‚Каш rightly points out that 
"Relations between countries like 


America and India must not depend . 


on the persona] likes and dislikes of 
individuals who happen to occupy 
positions of power in either country." 
It is a fact that the people of Ame- 
rica have am entirely different opi- 
nion of the US policy towards India, 
Jasvinder Singh, New Delhi 
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Medical mistake 


i 
JNEROEOS of the “This India" 
М item on a “Fake vasectomy 
in Gorakhpur (February 
The case may not be a 
fake vasectomy but actually a fail- 
ed vasectomy. The presence or 
otherwise of a scar on the scrotum 
indicates whether the person has 
been operated on or not. What 
could have then gone wrong? First- 
ly, the doctor might not have cut 
the vas deference, the tube carry- 
ing the male spermatozoa from the 
testes to the urethra, at the base 
of the penis through the spermatic 
cord, This is quite likely since the 
spermatic cord looks like a Бар of 
worms, especially if the veins and 
lymphatics are dilated for any rea- 
‘son. One of these strands might 
quite likely be mistaken for. the 
vas. and cut. For this reason, a 
doctor, after cutting the vas, should 
inject a fluid through one end of 


operation” 
17, 1980). 


Bad and worse 


I READ with interest Ajoy Bose's 
. report "Behind the dissolution" 
(February 25). Once the British 
Statesman Benjamin Disraeli, а 
well-known 19th century British 
Personality, was asked to distin- 
Buish between “misfortune” and 
"catastrophe".  Disraeli replied that 
if his political rival, W. Gladstone 
was drowned in the Thames. it 
would be a misfortune. And if 
Somebody happened to -rescue Glad- 
Stone, it would be a catastrophe. 
This witty illustration reflects the 
trauma of the long, bitter duel be- 
hyeen the two Parliamentary giants 
naL Ment on to make the British 
arliamentary process . stable and 
one Similarly, one can say that 
Co accent toppling of nine State 
te comments is unfortunate, but 
eir continuance might have been 
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the cut portion and confirm the 
presence of a lumen by observing 
whether it jets out through the 
other end-or not. To be doubly 
sure the cut portion should be sent 
to a pathologist for histo-pathologi- 
cal confirmation. Even :when the 
cut portion is found to be the vas 
deference, there is still the possibi- 
lity of an - anomalous double vas 
existing congenitally, ‘in the same 
spermatic cord. This will continue 
to carry the sperms (vasectomy has 
to be done on both right and lefi 
sides). 


Similar -failure to cut the right 
tube can also occur in a female 
undergoing tubectomy. In fact, my 
own aunt had given birth to a baby 
girl—her sixth  child—after tubec 
tomy.. In such cases the husband 


must surely be medically know- 
ledgeable. © An. ordinary person 
would have suspected his wife's 


fidelity. > 3 
Dr. Ravindra Kudrimoti, Hyderabad 


disastrous in the changed political 


climate. 2 
Bijay Kumar Jaiswal, Katihar 


UPTO the end of the Sixties, 
elections to State Assemblies were 
always held simultaneously with 
those - to the Lok Sabna. Then 
elections to the Assemblies were 
delinked from those to the Lok 
sabha; it was argued that the issues 
involved in the Lok Sabha elections 
were different from those in the 
State elections, which are generally: 
more localised, like setting up of 
schools or tubewells. The questions 
posed to the electorate in the 1977 
and 1980 Parnamentary polls were 
stability at the Centre and the issue 
of dynastic versus democratic Tule, 
Never from any platform were the 
merits of one-Party rule mooted, 
пог were either the 1977, ог 1980 
elections won on this slogan. 

Yet, immediately 


17) by Milap Chand Dandiya. 


caste and revenge. The South is 


on winning 


Roots of revenge - 
WAS. shocked to read the report 
“Moonlight murders” (February 
The 
incidents clearly show the extent to 


which our country, especially the 
North, is obsessed with feelings of 


relatively free from such atrocities. 
Also, revenge appears to be cont 
mon among the illiterate. I think 
it is not the fault of the criminals, 
but the fault of the government 
that such incidents should continue 
to occur: little effort has been 
made to spread literacy. . US 

S. Sankaranarayanan, Coimbatore. 


Just great 
WAS highly imaginative of you 


T 

I to have started new columns 
and sections just when your readers 
needed them. The new sections 
are not only useful and interesting 
but also provocative. The fort- 
nightly column “Civil liberties” by 
A. G. Noorani promises to be use- 
ful to all readers, especially stu- 
dents of law like myself. Congratu- 
lations to all those behind the new 
columns. | ‹ » 

B. B. Chhetri. Siliguri 


Officers, not dummies 
[DAYAN 'SHARMA's special re 


port on *What happened to 
N. K. Singh" (February 10, 1980) 
was thought-provoking. The  affaii 


is a shame on the Central Govern- 
ment. Mrs Gandhi and her cohorts 
are known for their clandestine ope- 
rations. Mr N. K. Singh was obvi- 
ously victimised for his role in the 
Kissa Kursi Ka case. The Govern: 
ment should understand that civil 
servants are mere cogs in the wheel 
of the administration. Politicians 
Should not interfere in it. 

К. Р. Andavan, Gobichettipalayam 
massive poll victories, the - victors 
forgot the slogans on which they 
won, and started ousting State Gov. 
ernments elected on issues of re- 
gional importance, in the control of 
Parties other than their OWn. Sup: 
pose in the ensuing elections to the 
nine State Assemblies the electo- 
rate once again demonstrates. ts 
political maturity and, in the light 
of the local issues involved, gives 
the limited Opposition a massive poll 
victory, will Mrs Gandhi, computing 
jt with the situation in West Ben- 
gal, Kerala and Tripura, advise the 
dissolution of Parliament and seek 
a fresh mandate? Again, supposing 
in a. simultaneous election to Par 
liament and State Assemblies 
electorate puts one Party to 
in the Centre and another i 
rity in the States, will th: 
ments or State Assemblie: 
solved ? 9020 As 
J. Basu, Calettta 
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ARADOXICALLY, , 

Delni is one of the Ni 

relaxed capitals j Ж 

world today as 

national security ux 
derations are concerned. One 9 
dred thousand Soviet troops ar 
Afghanistan. The second traditi, 
butter in the region after Tibet} 
disappeared. American Marines б 
taken up positions in the Gulf i 
the nrst time since 1958. A hug, | 
armada is now stationed in the \ 
dian Ocean region that directly ү 
pinges on India's security. Pakiş” 
can still become an advance bam 
the US strategy of containing Soy 
power in the Gulf region, Ching} 
been given an undetermined role” 
this containment policy, Thus | 
benign security environment wh 
India enjoyed since 1962 has ber. 
to change, taking on aspects on mi 
volence, But Mrs Gandhi has; 
Defence Minister and there js; 
evidence that any new thinking: 
national security has occurred eth 
at the Cabinet level or at the је 
of service cheifs and senior defen 
offielals, The mood in Delhi ls û 
of quiet confidence, And thla isr 
flected in the interim budget pret 
ted to the Lok Sabha on Ма! 
In 1980-81 India will be spending û 
defence 15 palse out of every mu 
spent by the Government, | 
one paisa per rupee less than wii 
was spent in 1979-80, | 
Of course, the Indian armed k 
ces of 1880 are not what they wii 
even a decade ago. The Indian Arm 
has come a long way. The 7,02 8D 


ring 1977.78. Replacement of 0| 
daled World War IL weapons Wl 
started with the first defence Р 
of 1964-69 took place at an nd". 
sed pace during this period. di 
The strength of the armed f 
comes from the 28 infantry div 
including 10 mountain divisions. ^ 
heavy/medium tanks, 1,000 com, 
aircraft, one aircraft carrier, rit. 
submarines and 32 major Sh 
vessels. For this considerable $9 j 
the budget allocation for 198 ditat 
3,300 crores. The revised me 
expenditure for the year just Pei 
is Rs 3,275 crores, an ined gg 
Rs 223 crores over what was gU 
ted for, Nearly two-thirds O yy 
budget is claimed by the Army y 
One third is shared between oat 
Force and the Navy. It is sigs 
that 23 per cent of the Бийёе 
the Army or, Rs 705 crores, 5 
on pay and allowances 0 
and men. of V 
The overall importance y 
Army notwithstanding, the Nay. 
Air Force have receive a 
attention in recent times- 


i . development for instance, had © 
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priority in the 


sixties. The policy 
changed along with the geo-strategic 
changes and an almost instant growth 
in the importance of the seas. The 
super power rivalries have highligh- 
ted the need for India to enlarge its 
naval presence Besides India’s stakes 
in the off-shore areas have vastly 
Increased with the discovery of oil. 
The Government has approved the 
indigenous construction of several 
warships which will partly fill the 
gaps in the security of the Anda- 
mans and Nicobar group of islands. 
The acquisition of a submarine is in 
a very advanced stage of decision 
making апа the Vikrant, India’s air- 
craft carrier, may soon have Harrier 
aircraft. Besides, a country like In- 
dia with reasonable backing from 


the Air Force may not be easy to 
invade by sea. Although the USA 
Succeeded in ensuring a stalemate 


in Korea by an amphibious landing 
at Inchon, no such action was taken 
Vietnam. The risks have greatly 


increased. For the Air Force, besides 


Ше decision to induct the Jaguar 
Te is also a proposal to acquire 
à new medium range transport air- 
craft along with licences for its 
Rue in India. MI-8 Helicon. 
in acqui e 

the ageing MI As. E to гү 
a dia's defence capabilities have 
5 n acquiring teeth over a period of 
years without permitting military 
expenditure to, consume a dispropor- 
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this period, that is in the sixties 
after the trauma of the border war 
with ‘China, did defence expenditure 
take a big leap forward. Soon, how- 
ever, the level of defence expendi- 
ture was stabilised at one of the 
lowest percentages to national in- 
come in the world. At least 16 Asian 
and African nations spend on de- 
fence a greater percentage of their 
national income than India. With 
military expenditure at less than five 
per cent of the GNP, India is brac 
keted with Thailand, Indonesia and 
South Korea in Asia and West Ger- 
many, France and Sweden in Europe. 
As Emile Benoit has shown in his 
work on the relation between de- 
fence and defence expenditure in 
the third world, India's defence 
expenditure has contributed to over- 
all economic growth, тоге than 
compensating for the diversion of 
foreign exchange. 


HE worth of this mill- 
багу capability, impres- 
‘sive in physical and ab- 
‘solute terms, can be 
| judged qualitatively only 
vis-a-vis the two main potential secu- 
rity threats facing India—Pakistan 
and China. To take Pakistan first, 
the difference in the degree of de- 
pendence on external military sup- 
port between the two countries is a 
major factor. India has the capacity 
to replenish much of its own arms 


tionately lar i imi inventories. е with lessening ex- 
national resources pO 01a HOMI роб аі ESRB o duras AROA: 


limits to Chinese apabilities as a 
supplier of arms to Pakistan, and 
the equipment that has been sup _ 
plied is not very advanced or relia- 

ble. Even strategically, Pakistan is . 
more vulnerable, since several of jts 
major cities like Lahore and impor- 
tant road and rail links are within 
fairly easy access of the Indian bor- - 
der. Again, modern armoured forces _ 
require a substantial amount of space _ 
for manoueuvre, and Pakistan has 
felt the lack of this. This has led . 
Pakistan into a ‘strategy of defend- 

ing its own territory by attacking. 
Indian soil. This was evident in 1 
(Runn of Kutch), 1965 and 1 
(western sector). It was the Р 
tani forces which struck first i 
mour-air assault. designed to 
down or deter any thrust into I 
tan. Now, however, Pakistan's 
emptive thrust may not be pene! 
tive as India's superiority in 30 
wer (the ratio is 4:1, )i and 
constituting generally a more mo 
dern force, means that any fut 
armoured thrust by Pakistan 

lack any meaningful air su 


ig ت‎ n < 
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n able to expand her Army by 70 

s t and now has parity with 

deployable Indian forces on the In- 

dia-Pakistan border. Therefore, if 

Pakistan were to launch.a zero war- 

ning attack, the danger to India is 

very acute. But it should also be 
noted that the Afghanistan crisis 
has, to a certain extent, lessened the 
tension between India and Pakistan. 

Following the crisis Pakistan, aftict- 

pating danger, has moved some of 

her troops to the Afghan border and 
her buildup along the Indian border 

has thus been lessened. | X 

As far as the India-China military 

balance is concerned, the Chinese 

have their 18th Regular Army in 

Tibet with three divisions, plus four 

divisions of border troops. There are 

some other formations which are use- 
ful for defence. We have on our 
north-eastern border with China 
around ten mountain divisions. Ten 
against their seven might sound rea- 
sonable, especially since it is possible 
to reinforce them even now. ‘Besides, 
our forces can seize the initiative 
and attack where they want along 
the long horder. If we are to consi-. 

der the Chinese equivalent of a 
division, then the Indian strength is 
much more, And the Indian border 
divisions include some very fine in- 
fantry battalions: Scouts, Indo-Tibe- 
tan Border Police, Assam Rifles and 
the BSF. Backing these are many 
battalions capable of defending but 
not attacking like the CRP and arm- 
ed police. So even if the Chinese. 
bring their total to ten divisions, 
the Indian Army would still out- 
number the attacked 2:1 and still 
have a margin. ‘India has a rein- 
forcement capability too. Around 50 
infantry battalions would have at 
any time completed за three year 
stint in the mountains within the 
previous 12 months. Reintroducing 
these battalions into the mountains 
is fairly simple. 

But China’s modernisation drive 
of the armed forces, which is one 
of the four  modernisations called 
for, could have important implica- 
tions for India’s defence. If Peking 
Were to acquire the Harrier vertical 
take-off and landing(VTQL) aircratt,. 
which Britain has agreed to sell to 
“tina, it would certainly enhance 
Peking's capabilities, both on the 
Indian and Soviet borders. The de- 
Ployment of Chinese spey fitted F-12, 
which is reportedly ап all-weather 
aircraft, will also have to be wat- 
ched closely. In, the northern. bor- 
ders, helicopter gunships would be 
of great help to the Chinese. More- 
Over, air-to-air, surface-to-air, and 
Surface-to-surface missiles could also 

used by Peking to great advan- 
tage in a border conflict, Equall 

ficant. is the probability of Pe 
nif 209Шгішв and manufacturi 
antiradar missiles which ld b 
Capable of attacking the CHE DE 
САШ in the northern fron. 
Should think of ean that India 
ter, acquiring а counter 
ns System, But as P, 5 


modernisation drive fs a Pinas 
off the ground. They don't have suffi. 
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cient money and besides there is no 
ideological, eaten ^ attacks the 
mA montan divisons are better 
н 3 improved its logis- 
But China has "Tibet, A pipeline 
tic capabilities in dded 
now supplies oil to Lhasa and adde 
to this are. a number of airfields, 
which can deploy aircraft all the 
year round. The Sining-Golmo-Lhasa. 
railway has already altered the sup- 
ply equation in Tibet. New railway 
lines are under construction, inclu- 
ding some in Sinkiang, which would 
bring Ladakh within 100 air miles 
of the railhead. Apart from this tue 
Chinese are also improving the Kara- 
koram highway, which will step up 
their supplies to Pakistan at times 
of need. To counter this, India would 
perhaps need some more divisions. 
Bangladesh, too, cannot be ignored 
while assessing India's defence stra- 
tegy. Over the past three yearg the 
Bangladesh Army's strength has mo- 
ved up from a couple of brigades in 
1972 to about five divisions, inclu- 
ding an armoured brigade. This, in 
view of the disturbances in the north- 
eastern ‘states of India, assumes sig- 
nificance, While the insurgency in 
Nagaland and Mizoram is not as 
acute as it was before, the turmoil 
in Assam has gained ascendency, 
And in this region, anti-nationals 
are taking over. Freely circulated 
literature from the north-eastern 
states call for “the federation of sta- 


tes in the’ region, completely inde- . 


pendent ot India.” This problem, 
with the active assistance of foreign 
countries around the region, espe- 
cially China, may soon become a 
problem for India's defence also. 
Since the basic strategic divide in 
this sub-continent is. between India 
and Pakistan and in Soüth Asia bet- 
ween India and China, an important 
part or India’s detence preparedness 
is her friendship with the Soviet 
Union. The Soviet connection made a 
difference in international diplomacy 
Since the Russian intervention in 
Afghanistan.. Even ' Henry ‘Kissinger 
a Strong advocate of rearming Pa- 
kistan, admitted in Janyary this year 
that, a real threat will develop if 
the Soviet Union and India co-ope- 
rate. We must, of course, preyent 
this from occurring.” America *reali- 
sed that a combination of Soviet and 
Indian Power would be far superior 
to anything that the USA could 
assemble in this distant region to 
defend US and Western interests. 
- Apparently anticipatin Such ; 
contingent security E roler m А 
US-China-Pakistan axis taking 
shape in South Asia and 
threatening India's position as a 
leading regional power, Mrs Gandhi 
has asked Moscow for  $2.6-billion 
worth of military hardware, And 
according to western воцгсев 
the доме have agreed. There is 
mo eal yet, and there may be none 


macy Las bee 
been derived as | 

Е much from India’ 
Own military Capability as from its 
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strategic ties with the Soviet Unio 
Under. article nine of the Indo. 
Soviet Friendship Treaty, the Soviet 
Union is obuged not to assist a third 
party with whom India is locked 
in conflict. Similarly; 
bars indian шшїагу cooperation 
wit a third party with whom 5 
USSR is locked in armed conflict: 
Besides, in case either side is at, 
tacked or threatened with attack 
“the two countries would immediate, 
ly enter into mutual consultation jn 
order to eliminate this threat and 
take appropriate effective measure; 
to ensure the peace and security to 
their countries." 

An urgent need io build up 
India's forces was first felt after the 
1962 war with China which resulted 
in a new awareness of the threat 
along the northern borders of the 
country. India, initially, looked to 
the west for military ^ equipment, 
Y, B. Chavan. led a purch: i 
Seeking naval vessels ғ 


craft. But the USA a negative 
reply and Britain was equally um. 
sympathetic. Jt v 


in these сіг. 
cumstances that Indi n 
Soviet Union for military 
As a result, from 1 until recent. 
ly, India’s main external source for 
weapons hag been the Soviet Union. 


„Апа this has covered equipment for 


all services — tanks, _ aval vessels 
and combat aircraft. Dependence on 
the Soviet Union thus extends to 


Spares and ancillaries also. Recently, 
India has had deals for the supply 
of weapons with other countries, For 
example, India has decided to ob 
tain Harrier aircraft from the UK 
and a recent agreement with Bri 
tain.provides for the outright pur- 
chase of 40 Jaguar aircraft. Recent 
acquisition of equipment from the 
Soviet Union has been mostly for the 
Navy and the Air Force. Nanchuka 
class missile corvettes and Kashin 
class missile destroyers are on order 
from the Soviet Union. It has also 
been reported that India is evaluat 
ing offers for getting submarines 
from western nations. 

But dependence on external sour 
ces for equipment could also meal 
that the supplying nation could exet- 
cise political leverage within the 
country. It was precisely for this Yet 
s0n that in the defence policy frame: 
work after the 1962 war it was made 
clear that reliance on external sup 
plies wag to be minimised as much 
as possible and restricted to advan 
ed types of weaponry only. AS 
matter of fact now there are 5 
ordnance factories and defence 
public sector undertakings produc 
ing a large variety of items for the 
defence and military sectors. A 
‘sides, there are 32 defence геѕеагс 
establishments in the country WH 
support the defence productio? 
effort. The highest in value is made 
by Hindustan Aeronautics Limit d 
Bharat ^ Electronics Limi a 
three shipyards, HAL is тапш 
turing the MIG and Ajeet айса, 
the Avro (HS-748-M) transport and 
cratt and the Alouette (Chetak) РА 
the SA-315 (Cheetah) helicopte 
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for the Air Force, BEL is producit | 
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a z n and rad E 
cation equipment And while 


Workshops is produc- 
Garden peach ee oats! survey 
e 


? i as risen = 
factories h crores and in the 


undertakings 
Rs. 1454 


from Rs. 1971-72 


crores between the years 
and 1978-79. 


—lNFORTUNATELY, most 
Jof the defence equip- 
ment produced in this 
country at present is 
under manufacturing li 
cence from foreign countries granted 
that we have on óür own designed 
of electronic communica- 
tion systems, a field gun, а self- 
propelled gun, a frigate and a num- 
ber of smaller vessels. 


But building up competence in R 
and D is of utmost importance and 
our investment here has been very 
modest. A weapons system of today 
needs fairly large numbers of elec- 
tronic sub-systems and very high 
quality sophisticated alloys. Much: 
Of this is not made in.this country 
because the quantities required аге 
not economical for production here. 
Again, what is needed is a sophistica- 
ted electronic component industry. 
But our industrial sector is only 
equal to that of an advanced indus- 
trial nation with a market for 50- 
60 million people. Barring France, 
no industrial economy of that size 
is able to afford a self-reliant de- 
fence production base. In effect it 
means that a self-reliant defence 
production base can he achieved 
only in the context of an overall 
industrialisation of the country and 
a large scale industrial market with- 
in it. "Sophisticated defence produc- 
tion cannot function successfully as 
an island in a limited industrial 

| economy restricted to a market of 
| 50 to 60 million people and that too 
| largely based on. licenced produc 
tion. A country that relies largely 
on licences for its civil industrial 
Product, which does mot achieve 
| Optimum indigenisaton їп respect 
| of its civil industrial products ` and 
| does not invest heavily. їп R and D 
| 15 not going to find it easy to 
| achieve self reliant defence produc- 
A pon in a short period”, says T. Sub- 
Д manam. This has been largely 
ue to the compartmentalised ap- 
Roach to defence and development. 
for the defence . industry to 

ow it is essential that industriali- 
th lon, as a whole, takes place in 

€ country. Said P. R. Chari, “as 

at 59 the super powers аге con- 
Ted, 15 per cent of their military 


there: should be 

e more emphasis on 
this aspect. If you are talking 
th itary preparedness of a country, 
tora R and D is a very vital 


A question which is being raised 
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‘tenure as Defence Minister in 


budget goes into R i 
int and D. In India, 
Of course this is not possible. But 


fac- 


in view of the Soviet 
in Afghanistan and the US response 
to it is whether the relaxed mood in 
Delhi is justified. Even before the 
Afghan crisis, but in the context of 
the collapse of the Shah of Iran, Mr 
C. Subramaniam, during his brief 

e 
Charan Singh Cabinet, had raised 
the question whether India = 
not opt for a planned upgrading of 
the force levels of the armed servi- 
ces so that it could cope with the 
threats building up to its security 
and interests. In a lecture to the 
officer students of the National De- 
fence Academy in October, 1979, 
Mr Subramaniam drew the worst 
possible scenario of the region’s 
security environment and called for 
India’s readiness to meet the bleak- 
est possible contingencies. He sug- 
gested that the measure of adequacy 
for India’s defence should be China, 
and not Pakistan, better still, Cnina 
and Fakistan combined. He perceiv- 
ed China embarking on a massive 
milicary modernisation 
wich substantial US and western 
aid, a China that intended to 
“punish” Vietnam and was support- 
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intervention -ing insurgencies im Southeast Asia. 


programme - 


He said, "Cnina is defintely attemp- 
ting to gain a foothold in the Bay of r 
Bengal and the Indian Ocean". - A a 

ly rely 


} vis-a-vis С 3 
India’s position wil be worse i$ — -— 
Pakistan too developed a nuclear 
capability. : rre. 

To this Dr. Bhabani Sengupta. 
member of the International Inst 
tute for Strategic Studies, said: 
"The main problem with the Subra- 
maniam thesis is that it does 
pause to calculate the cost of In 
opümum defence preparedness. Opt 
mum against whom? lt is alwa 
possible to overreact to the str 
of China and to Pakistans - 
to get help from others 
Americans seem: to be - 
pointed with the big gap 
military and economic cape 
a case, ашар ini 

an it punished | 
war of February 


be 
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tary junta of Pakistan knows ont 
thing for sure, it is that in а Was 
with India, very little will remain of 
akistan." Я Е 
Рах Sengupta said India's defence 
forces have developed in a rather 
haphazard manner in response to 
demands and needs of the three ser. 
vices and the necessity to mat 
and surpass, the armour of Pakistan’ 
On the other hand, India has been 
able to avoid a choice between 
and butter. "What we need now is A 
system of integrated defence, : 
means far greater reliance оп oy 
own R and D, our own industria] 
capability and trained manpower, It 
15 not necessary to match the air 
power of Pakistan or the manpower 
of China. Nor it is necessary to seek 
weapons parity. And it is always wise 
to keep a low military profile. An 
integrated defence system, relying 
overwhelmingly on indigenous skills 
and resources, and tuned to the ob 
jective security needs of the coun- 
try, taking sober account of who 
are, and can be, our friends and 
adversaries, will give us the strength 


we need and will mot, hopefully, 
frighten our smaller and weaker 
neighbours." 

Whate er apprehensions there 
might have been soon after the 
peaceful nuclear explosion (PNE) 


&t Pokharan in 1974, it is now gene- 
rally accepted that India has no nu- 
clear arsenal. But the question which 
arises is: would India going the nu- 
clear way add to her military pre- 
paredness? This, of course, would 
depend on a number of factors like 
whether Pakistan goes nuclear, whe- 
the: the superpowers continue with 
their nuclear proliferation, whether 
clandestine proliferation continues t0 
take place in countries like South 
Atrica and Taiwan and whether nu- 
clear weapons get increasingly legi- 
timised or not. There is little doubt 
that nuclear arsenals are important 
for a country to increase its bargain- 
ing power vis-a-vis other countries. 
And, as Mr C. Subramaniam men 
tioned in his speech in October: 
"Under conditions of assymetry (vis: 
a-vis nations in possession of nu- 
clear weapons) there is no guarantee 
that nuclear nations will not use nu- 
clear weapons against non-nuclear 
nations, In.India we have a situation 
Of assvmetry vis-a-vis China. NO 
doubt China has given a pledge of 
Do first use, but the question is how 
far can we rely on these pledges? 
Again as P. R. Chari said: “India 
should be prepared for this contin- 
gency. We should not be caught wit 
our pants down." ; 

But at the moment, the mood is 
neither militarist nor jingoistic. An 
though the Prime Minister has been 
Stressing the possible threats to In 

a's security, she attributes this 10 
the super power cold war in the те 
Bion. rather than to regional adver 
saries like China and Pakistan. Some 
time soon Mrs Gandhi will have T 
Defence Minister. The Cabinet wil 
have its defence sub-committee аЛ 
a good, hard look will be taken 4 
our defence needs during the con 
Ing years. 
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Is thé Soiith exposed? - 
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By Air Commodore S. Nair (Retd.) 


WITH the emergence of 
j|India as the most domi- 
nant nation in the area 
after 1971, a new power 
configuration has come: 


into being. The presence of the US 
fleet and air force 


2 1 with a base at 
Diego Garcia and the Russian fleet 
to match, have caused protest tre- 
mors across the littoral states inclu- 
ding India. Indonesia, which is closer 
to the Andamans and  Carnicobar 
group of islands, had never made 
secret of its hostile intentions when- 
ever there was a conflict with Pakis- 
tan, and has now armed itself very 
well, in the wake of the oil boom. 
There are a few Arab countries, who 
are equipped with the most sophis- 
ticated array of arms, who were simi- 
larly disposed, whenever we had con- 
frontations with Pakistan. The pen- 
Шат nature. of our country with 
үне far flung islands has inbuilt 
С asms, wherein unseen forces could 
urk for advantage at the most cru- 
сар time. This threat is now more 

al. To top it all there is an un- 
Precedented arms build-up in the 
whole region. 
on the assumption of twin threats 
eR m Pakistan and China, we have 
AME operational commands for the 
eines ne: Western, Central 
m astern. All the fighting forma- 
5 ns including the artillery and 
munour are deployed in those "com- 
[ASTE d In the  peninsular portion 
th ing the islands, there is only 
ne Southern command ; already an 
Of teed formation with a number 
ELLA Static units and a few 
d TERR pud on peace-time locations 
а n n. There is hardly any artillery 
in armour Worth reckoning anywhere 
perhaps O Ri an odd unit, 

D) S 

of any effective pus ae also devoid 
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So far as the Air Force is concern- 
ed the three operational Commands 
—Western, Central Eastern and the 
group—are all poised against already 
acknowledged threats. In the penin- 
sula below the 18th parallel, there 
are only Training and Maintenance 
commands, responsible for the func- 
tions their names signify. So rar as 
is known there are no operational 
wings located below the Bombay 
sector. Thus the two main arms of 
the defence mechanism, Army and 
Air Force, are facing north-west 
and north-east. 


Our Naval forces form the only 
real operational vanguard of the de- 
fence for the peninsula and the 
islands. The Westera and Eastern 
commands of the Navy control their 
respective flects and the Southern 
command. has also a few ships. The 
Western fleet has the aircraft carrier 
Vikrant, a few cruisers, frigates, mis- 
sile boats, reconnaissance aircraft, 
some helicopters and supporting ves- 
sels. The Eastern fleet is armed to 
a lesser degree; there are a few 
fighting ships, but it is doubtful 
whether there are any modern fri- 
gates. The Submarine force is too 
small and its deployment is govern- 
ed mostly by tactical considerations. 
The fleets have a long list of tasks 
ranging from protection of our com- 
merce, Bombay High oil complex, 
defence of ports like Calcutta, Haidia, 
Paradeep,  Vishakpatnam, Madras, 
Tuticorin in the east and Cochin, 
Mangalore, Goa, Bombay and Kandla 
in the west. Though, for its size the 
naval forces have adequate fire power, 
this is in no way compatible with the 
onerous tasks assigned to it. Judg- 
ing from any standard there is no 
doubt that at least double the amount 
of naval forces are required to assure 


reasonable 


defence reliability. In 
short it is more than apparent that 
the under-belly of the Indian defence 
system is really soft and highly 
vulnerable. 

As the peninsula and the islands 
are skirted by the vast expanse of 
the Indian Ocean, it is only logical 
to expect a threat from the naval 
forces and sea-based or land-based 
aircraft. The Indian Ocean has the 
most powerful naval forces of the 
USA with nuclear capability, sailing 
in the international waters. Only 
eight years ago, when India was 
engaged in a conflict with Pakistan, 
a US task force of the Seventh Fleet: 
led by aircraft carrier Enterprise ара! 
a host of attack ships headed towards 
Bangladesh, to extricate the Pakistani: 
forces. If an engagement did not 
take place, it was due . more to the 
speed of the Indian offensive in that 
area, which culminated in the fall of 
Dacca, before any damage could be 
done. Our defence preparedness 
should take, due cognisance of the 
physical presence of the US Navy 
and Air Force, so close by. Indonesia, 
a staunch ally of Pakistan, with its 
revitalised armed . forces, who had 
embarked on attacks on some of the 
neighbouring islands could without 
any qualms, take advantage of pro- 
ximity and pose a direct threat to 
Andaman/Carnicobar island groups., 

Due to the great expanse of the, 
Indian Ocean and the superhuman 
efforts required to mount a major 
naval offensive by an enemy, 
possibility of a diversionary mi 
more than a main attack. If a 
or diversionary move to the p 
sula or any опе of the islands ш 
rialises, as things are at present 
entire weight would have to be 
by the naval forces. Againsi 
fact that the fleet is too 


1 


out as a hard reality. As our Navy's 
power is bound to be diluted by the 
varied tasks entrusted to it, a deter- 
mined enemy bent on diffusing the 
northern defences, would be able to 
find his way to the place he may 
choose. К 
The Army апа Air Force, with 
their orders of battle to the north 
would have to make a 180 degrees 
turn and even if it only means partial 
deployment, both the services 
are likely to be in a spin. In a simi- 
lar situation in Kutch in 1965, when 
Pakistan struck at a place of choice 
below the western defence belt, the 
hasty retreats we had to make, the 
insurmoumtable  logistio problems 
that arose in rushing troops can all 
be recapitulated vividly. The inter- 
national community awarded  Pakis- 
tan The Kutch round. With the 
present airlift capability of the IAF. 
even if supported by Civil Aviation, 
it is doubtful where one division 
with supporting armour and artillery. 
can be airlifted. Surface transporta- 
Hon, rail or road over long distances 
would provide the answer, which of 
course would be the main target of 
enemy air action, resulting in delay 
and consequent losses. Here it is 
very relevant to cite, the utterly dis- 
joined and chaotic move of No. 1 
Armoured Division, the pride of the 
Army, from base to concentration 
during the most crucial days of 1965 
conflict, which was mainly the out- 
come of lack of forethought on the 
part of planners in not moving the 
division at least after commencement 
of our offensives in the Hajipir pass 
in August and not after our forces 
had crossed the border on Septem- 
ber 6, 1965. Also in 1971, the tre- 
mendous array of problems expe- 
rienced іп transporting some 
forces from east to west after the 
fall of Dacca, must have been re- 
corded in the operational lessons of 
both the Army and the Air Force, 
The Army should raise and locate 
a minimum of one corps, with an 
adequate number of divisions, ar- 
mour and artillery in the South.’ On 
account of the more integrated type’ 
of fighting involving the three ser- 
Vices in the arena, formation of task 
forces of a highly mobile nature to 
Strike with rapidity may provide one 
of the answers. Likewise the Air 
Force should establish ап opera- 
tional group, in the peninsula 
With at least a couple of 
wings and some squadrons to afford 
ground and ocean air assaults with- 
out having to make risky move- 
ments from north during a crítical 
Е It may be- 
X ? ren : 
E ro 
basis, Could be manned оп skéle- 


Ki 


operi 
port and industrial com oe ой, 
be defended by surface-to-air mi : 
employed on a permanent basis, ° 
x offensive cápa- 
bility would have to be virtually 
doubled to assure reasonable de. 
fence safety. The Naval Pxpangion 
14 a 
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ould be towards acquisition of 
RU submarines, missile cruisers, 
missile boats and similar fire power 
packed naval weapon systems. The 
aircraft carrier Vikrant may have 
its due place in the scheme but fresh 
procurement of such monolithic plat- 
forms with a highly volatile .cargo 
and a huge compliment of personnel, 
which always. requires a large num- 
ber of ships as escorts for each move, 
may not be a practical proposition. 
Unlike the super powers, who are 
involved in global armed strategy 
wherein carriers could play 4 pivotal 
role, our need is for a physical pre- 
sence of a very large number of 
highly destructive naval task forces 
over a vast area. Moreover the land 
based aircraft could easily provide 
the ocean strikes if required. 


The creation of an amphibious force 
and a huge airlift capability are two 
essential pre-requisites of the de- 
fence of the islands. It would. only 
-be wise not to rely ‘too. much on 
static type of defences on the: lines 
‘of Singapore in World War II, but 
the islands should be so manned by 
a force as to absorb the initial shock, 
‘a certain amount of damage and 
destruction. The amphibious. forces, 
kept in readiness could move in to 
support the defences ot the islands 
so affected by enemy action at the 
opportune time. 

In the civil defence sector, at pre- 
sent, there is a complete lack of 
‘awareness in the deep south. There 
may be a few officials already train- 
‘ed on the subject but the very 
concept is non-existent so far as the 
general public is concerned. Expe- 
rience has shown that it takes a lot 
of time and effort to build up a civil 
defence organisation.. As the cities 
of the south have a variety of indus- 
(rial complexes the southern states 
Should give civil defence urgent 
attention. ^ 

The violence, ferocity and  swift- 
ness with which the next sound as 
likely to be fought, need not have to 
be reiterated. There may never be a 
repetition of the frontal blows but 
mostly a -passing of strongholds 
through indirect approaches. Even the 
vacuum of the arid desert may be- 
come the most likely main scene of 
deep thrusts into each other's heart- 
Jand or the vulnerable passes in the 
Himalayan sector may become jump. 
ing boards. In the midst of such a 
conflagration, a purposeful enemy 
‘or his allies may find it most ideal and 
convenient to intervene in a limited 
Manner which would cause sufficient 
‘confusion and partial paralysis of our 
defences. Any hotch-potch device to 


‘Induct forces.so deep below the 18th 


Parallel, can only spread apoplexy in 
the defence spectrum. Therefore there 
is a great need to restructure the de- 
fence set up of the southern region 
and islands with the permanent pre- 
sence of operational formations of the 
Army and the Air Force and a vastly 
enhanced naval offensive power with 
cleal-cut operational plans. Only then 


can the soft under-belly be considered 
as reasonably safe, ` a 
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By KEWAL VARMA 
3] VIDENCE is gathering 
that Mrs Indira 
Gandhi’s Government 
7|is lurching towards the 
—— right. She, indeed, has 
never been even a mild socialist 
by conviction. When she first be- 
came Prime Minister in 1966, she 
gave a sharp right turn to policies 
with the aid of Ashoka Mehta and 
C. Subramaniam. She was so under: 
the spell of the World Bank that 
she devalued the rupee at its he- 
hest. But she was rebuffed in the 
1967 elections. This was followed 
by a serious challenge to her 
leadership froin within her Party 
from the Syndicate. By that time 
P. N. Haksar had taken command 
of her think-tank. ^She was made 
to understand that, if not by con- 
viction. she should become a so- 
сїапзї by convenience. The 1969- 
71 story is well-known, She gave 
tadical slogans, took some radical 
steps and encouraged the radicals 
within her Party. She also entered 
Into an alliance with the CPI. This 
really created a socialist euphoria. 
Many were misled. But even in 
ner heyday of socialism. a Delhi- 
based perceptive foreign corres: 
pondent in a private communica- 
Чоп to his editor, summed up Mrs 
Gandhi's ideology thus: “Slightly 
left-of-centre in her self-interest”. 
The radical hangover persisted 
for some time after the 1971 elec 
tions. But she felt, most uncom: 
fortable, particularly because of 
the prominence which radicals 
acquired in her Party. The Socia- 
list Foum became a strong lobby 


within the Congress. She pre- 

Pared a plan to immobilise it. 

First, ^ she ^ encouraged |, al 

Created a rift between Congress: t 
men with socialist and communist the 
backgrounds, giving encourage- doe 
ment to the latter. An idea of wei 
-how she used to operate in those | suc 
days could be had from one inci slo, 
dent, She got К. R. Ganesh i | jt 

. cluded in the Congress Working ‘the 


Committee after the split. Then | 
she told Chandra ‘Shekhar’ “what | 
sort of person’s Subramaniam? He - 
has packed the Working Com- 
mittee with ex-communists”. The 
dissension weakened the Socialist 
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takes a right turn 


Forum, bad blood was created be- 
tween ex-socialists and ex-commu- 
nists in the Congress. Then she 
asked Uma Shankar Dixit and 
Yashpal Kapoor to launch a Nehru 
Forum as a counter to the Socialist 
Forum. An uaseemly controversy 
was encouraged. At that time Mrs 
Gandhi came down with a heavy 
hand and by a resolution of the 
parliamentary board got the Socia- 
list Forum dissolved. This freed 
her from any radical pressure from 
within. 

» When Mrs Gandhi faced difficul- 
ties, she remembered her social- 
ism and radical followers again. 
The outcome was the 20-point pro- 
gramme. But soon Sanjay Gandhi's 
five-poiut programme  relegated 
the 20-point programme to the 
background. On the third day of 
the Emergency she went on the air 
to assure industry that there 
would be no more nationalisation. 
Radicals also became unwanted. 
Jt is a fact that for none of the 
radical policies, initiated between 
1969 an 1977, had the initiative 
come from her. She agreed to 
bank nationalisation when she was 
made to understand that there was 
a link between bank  nationalisa- 
tion and her political survival. 
She agreed to the  abolition of 
privy purses as a part of election 
gimmicks. After the 1971 elec- 
tions, she agreed to radical policies 
most reluctantly. She agreed to 
\a constituticnal amendment taking 
the amount of compensation out- 
side judicial review most grudg- 
ingly. She admonished Mohan 
Kumaramangalam for his speech 
in Parliament on the subject. 
Kumaramangalam, in fact, died a 
demoralised person. Earlier when 
he brought forward the proposal 
fo nationalise the coal industry, 


Wr she egged on D. P. Dhar to oppose 


it in the Cabinet. Later, when 
Dhar wanted to push through the 
take-over of the wholesale trade 
in wheat, she encouraged Kumara- 
mangalam and Haksar to oppose 
it. The collapse of wheat take- 
over marks the closure of the radi- 
cal chapter in Mrs Gandhi’s Gov- 
ernment. 


Unlike 1971, when she won o 
the “garibi hatao” ЖЕНЕ ano 


does not carry any radical “dead. ` 


weight” in 1980. She raised no 
such slogan. She won on the 
slogan "Inuira lao, desh bachao". 


jt is being impressed on her that 


the 1980 mandate has demonstrat- 
ed that elections can-be won with. 
nut radicalism. Second, the radi- 


ê cal pressure from within the Party 


has been considerably weakened. 


Most of the radicals went over to- 


the Congress (U). 


‹ ‹ Some who are 
still left in the Congress (I) like 
Bahuguna and К. R. Ganesh, are 


treated as untouchables. Some 
like V. P. Sathe have been more 
interested in colour TV than in 
more mundane matters. There are 
no Mohan Kumaramangalams, no 
D. P. Dhars, and no Chandrajit 
Yadavs in the Cabinet. Third, the 
CPI is also no more an ally and as 
such no radicalism is transmitted 
through it. Fourth, and this is 
most important, Sanjay’s influence 
has tremendously increased over 
the policy-making apparatus in the 
Government and the Party. He 
is unofficially monitoring the Gov- 
ernment’s policies. Sanjay makes 
no secret of his distaste of radi- 
calism. He is against nationalisa- 
tion of the public sector, against 
Communists, current or former. 
Within a few days of the imposi- 
tion of the Emergency, Sanjay 
gave an interview to Uma Vasu- 
deva of Ihe Two Faces of Indira 
Gandhi fame and attacked com- 
munists, the public sector and 
nationalisation of coal. 

Let's gather together all the 
straws in the wind which indicate 
some direction. 
try has asked the intelligence 
agencies to start keeping a close 
watch on pro-Russian elements in 
the country. It has circulated a 
list of these elements. The list 
includes a large number of those 
who were once, used by Mrs 
Gandhi as her “unofficial ambas- 
sadors" to Communist countries. 
Such a close watch ceased to exist 
15 years back. Even the Janata 
Government did not start it. It is 
significant that the Home Ministry 
has not yet started keeping close 
intelligence watch over the RSS, 
a practice which was stopped by 
the Janata. This is, perhaps, 
Sanjay’s © response to Balasaheb 
Deoras offer of cooperation to 
Mrs Gandhi. In foreign affairs, it 
is for the first‘time that the Soviet 
Foreign Minister came and went 
back without signing a joint com- 
munique. 


The clearest indications of a 
shift are in the field of economic 
policies. A. B. A. . Ghani Khan 
Chaudhury is the most bold in 
giving these indications, of course 
in his private durbars. Не has 
threatened the DVC authorities 
that if power generation did not 
improve, he would hand over the 
management to the,private sector. 
One often hears in the corridors 
of power the suggestion to dena- 
tionalise coal mines. J. B. Patnaik 
said in Parliament that he would 
consider the suggestion of allowing 


The Home Min's- 


the private sector into the airline 
business to foster “healthy com- 
petition" with the public sector. 
When a junior Minister, Makwana, 
talked of  nationalisation of the 
sugar industry, he was pulled up. 
Nationalisation is tabqo with this 
Government. The hands of those: 
who talk of denationalisation are 
strengthened by the fact that the 
performance of the public sector 
has slumped. In a similar situa- 
tion in 1971-72 there were then 
committed Ministers like Mohan 
Kumaramangalam, С, Subrama- 
niam and D. P. Dhar who saw in 
the public sector an instrument of 
social change. They showed per- 
severance and doggedness to im- 
prove the public sector. But. the 
present Ministers аге look- 
ing for some good excuse to hand 
over the public sector to the pri- 
vate sector. 


Another area where pressure is 
being mounted to dilute existing 
policies is in regard to multina- 
tionls and monopoly houses. Vice 
President Hidayatuallah is virtual- 
ly campaigning publicly to allow 
multinational companies to enter 
India “lock, stock and barrel’. 
Such a blatant advocacy of multi- 
nationals by a person occupying a 
high public office has never been 
done in the past. Surely, he can- 
not be speaking of his own accord. 
The Government has so far 
not contradicted Hidayatullah. It 
is also a fact that a former Coca 
Cola king, Charanjit Singh, а 
Congress (1) MP from Delhi, is 
among the loyal followers of: 
Sanjay. Those who used to make 
easy money from Coca Cola have 
not reconciled to the exit of Coca 
Cola ordered by George Fernandes. 
Similarly, there is talk to remove 
al) restrictions on the expansion 
of large houses in the name of in- 
creasing production. Even the will 
of those who have been opposing 
the growth of monopolies is weak- 
ening as a result of the continu- 
ing poor performance of the pub- 
lic sector. The forcefulness with: 
which Vasant Sathe is advocating 
the introduction of colour TV 
sounds like the funeral oration of 
the “Garibi hatao” phase. We 
should now be prepared for a new 
era of laissez faire where profit 
and riches will be given social 
respectability and production will 
increase to meet the increasing 
demand of the elite. It is well 
known that industrialists support- 
ed Mrs Gandhi to the hilt in the 
elections in the name of gelting a 
Stable Government This time 
their investment 
waste. 


may not go to 
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Lahore Resolution 


Resolved that it 1S the considered 
view of this Session of the All-India 
Muslim League that no consttutional 
plan would be workable n | this 
country or acceptable to the Muslims 
unless itis designed on the following 
basic principles, viz, that geographi- 
cally contiguous units are demarcated 
‘nto regions which should be so cons-. 
tituted with such territorial readjust- 
ments as may be necessary, that the 
areas in which the Muslims are num- 
erically in majority, as in the North- 
Western and Eastern zones of India, 
should be grouped to constitute In- 
dependent States in which the cons- 
utuent units shall be autonomous and 
sovereign. 

That adequate, effective and manda- 
tory safeguards should be specifically 
provided in the constitution for mino- 
rites in these units and in the regions 
for the protection of their religious, 
cultural, economic, political adminis- 
trative and other rights and interestsin 
consultation with them and in other 
parts of India where the Musalmans 
are ın minority; adequate, effective 
and mandatory safeguards shall be 
specifically provided in the constitu- 
uon for them and other minorities for 
the protection of their religious, cul- 
tural, economic, political, administra- 
tive and other rights and interests in 
consultation with them. 


This Session further authorises the 
Working Committee to frame а 
scheme of constitution in accordance 
with these basic principles, pro viding 
for the assumption finally by the res- 
pective regions of all powers such as 
defence, external affairs, communica- 
tion customs and such other matters 
as may be necessary—March 23, 1940. 
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A meeting pefore the transfer of power. (Clockwise around the table, 
from left) Baldev Singh, J. B. Kripalani, Vallabhbhai Patel, Nehru, Lord 
Mountbatten, Jinnah and Liaqat Ali Khan. Extreme right, Lord Ismay 


Pakistan 
Paradise 
lost 


| 
RAJENDRA SAREEN Covers in his sweep 40 years of | 
the subcontinent's history to demonstrate how the | 
Muslim problem' was not solved and how Indian | 
Muslims are now fighting for a place in the sun here, 


ORTY years ago on then, however, the absuraities of the do 
; 5 : Ху was nott n i 
Mach 23 TH Au India two-nation theory have become ever Ulema facies Re шош ноп 
Pane a cague чш so patently mamfest. ridicule and the Congress lost its 
ES adore Ор е га пе The strength of the Pakistan credibility. All its arguments fell on 
time was described as the chote паі movement stemmed from the failure deat ears. The Mushm mind was 
escribed as the charter of of the Congress leadersnip to under- not receptive to a n 
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ostensibiy "gs а anto being would have taken a ditferent turn. 
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pulse generated at the gE E 
partition was that ethnic, cultura 
and linguistic facets of the human 
existence came to be considered anta- 
gonistic to and incompatible with Is- 
-lamic identity. This attitude culmina- 
ted in the split of Pakistan and the 
emergence of Bangladesh. Far from 
a solution of his problem, it has 
‘been instrumental in a sharp deteri- 
oration in the position and status of 
the Indian Muslim. As for being а. 
Muslim homeland in the subconti- 
nent, one need пос go beyond 
recalling the inability of Pakistan to 
accept the people still in Bangladesh 
who claim to be its citizens, 
'aqually irrelevant is the claptrap 
about Pakistan being the citadel of 
Islam. Islam has been there for 
1,400 years while Pakistan 15 no 
more than 33 years old. The indus- 
trial and economic infrastructure of 
Pakistan is barely adequate to sus- 
tain it as a national entity. The oil- 
rich countries have not shut theni- 
selves away from the non-Muslim 
world and there is no indication that 
they propose to tie themselves up 
with Pakistan to the exclusion of 
everybody else. Pakistan can play 
the pan-Islamic angle only to the 
extent it serves the geo-political 
objectives of the oil-rich nations. So 
far none of them have ever agreed 
to invest Pakistan with a veto on 
their relations with India. 


Then, does it mean that Pakistan 
stands doomed, having lost its raison 
d'etre? The answer is an emphatic 
no. Its. ideological origin is no longer 
relevant. Regardless of that, Pakis- 
tan is a political reality. It isa 
nation state enjoying the consent 
and acceptance of its people and con- 
stituent territories. If Pakistan 
lets go the temptation of playing 
games that are inconsistent with its 
geo-political and economic impera- 
tives it is perfectly viable and feas- 
ible. Those who talk of disintegration 
of Pakistan as a result of region- 
al controversies display their igno- 
rance. No, thers is no secessionist 
situation in Pakistan. 


Soon after the Lahore resolution, 
Mr K. M- Munshi came out with an 
equally illogical, much more irrele- 
yant, but emotionally evocative con- 
cept of Akhand . Bharat. Earlier, 
Veer Savarkar had spoken of the in- 
violability of the ‘Hindu Bhoomi? 
from Kashmir to Kanya Kumari and 
Indus to Brahmaputra. Right from 
„the word go, Akhand Bharat has 
been music to the Hindu chauvinist's 
ear. It makes every Hindu  chauvi- 
nist chest expand an inch or two. 
Correspondingly, Akhand Bharat has 
been the proverbial red rag to — the 
Muslim bull It turns the taste in a 
Muslim mouth bitter. This single 
word has been the source of such 
colossal emotional upheaval! It has 
over the period attained а connota- 
tion which evokes extreme abhor- 
rence, apprehension and anxiety in 
Pakistan and undisguised disgust 
among the Indian Muslims. 


And yet it is 


Ў essentially а лог: 
issue, a bogey. Its 


emotional and 
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standing, as a political factor 
pure fiction, shorn of reality. In any 
event it is altogether irrelevant to 
any of the policy objectives which 
India as a nation has been pursuing 
sinc? Independence. 

The Indian subcontinent's unity as 
a political concept has in fact an 
entirely non-Hindu origin. The cul 
tural unity of the subcontinent and 
the religious bonds welding the 
Hindu society haye been a reality 
for quite a few thousand years going 
back {nto the pre-historic times but 
Hinduism as a political factor has 
uever been instrumental in promoting 


What Jinnah said 


Excerpts from Quaid-e-Azam Jin- 
hah's speech before the Consti- 
Lutent. Assembly of Pakistan. 


66 I KNOW there are people who 
do not quite agree with the 
division of India and the partition 
of the Punjab and Bengal...Any 
idea of united India could never 
have worked and in my  judge- 
ment it would have led us — to 
terrific disaster. Maybe that view 
is correct; maybe it is not; that re- 
mains to be seen. All the same, in 
this division it was impossible to 
avoid the question of minorities 
being in one Dominion or the 
other. Now that was unavoidable. 
There is no other solution. Now 
what shall we do? Now, if we want 
to make this great state of Pakistan 
happy and prosperous we should 
wholly and solely concentrate on 
the wellbeing of the people, and 
especially of the masses and the 
poor. If you will work. in coopera- 
tion, forgetting the past, burying 
the hatchet, you are bound to suc- 
ceed. If you change your past and 
work together in a spirit that 
every one of you, ПО matter to 
what community he belongs, no 
4matter what relations he had with 
you in the past, no matter what is 
his colour, caste or creed, is first, 
second and last citizen of this 
state with equal rights, privilege 
and obligations, there will be no 
end to the progress you will make. 
“I cannot emphasise it too 
much. We should begin to work in 
that spirit and in course of time 
all these angularities of the maj- 
ority and minority communities 
the Hindu community and the 
Muslim community — because 
even as regards Muslims you have 
Pathans, Punjabis, Shias, Sun 
and so on and among the Hindus 
you have Brahmins, Vaishnavas, 
Khatris also Bengalees, Madrasis 
and so on -- will vanish. Indeed 
if you ask me this has been the 


biggest hindrance іл the way of - 
freedom and 
independence and but for this we 


India to attain 


would have been free people long 
long ago. No power can hold a 
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Sunnis 


centres of state power 
them together as a step towards ex- 
panding the frontiers of a unified. 
Hindu state. 

, Even before the advent of Islam 
in the Bharatvarsha, this huge land 
mass had never known a unified cen- 
tral political authority extending 
from north to south and east to west. - 
There is thus no evidence of a uni- 
fied political structure transcending - 
the length and breadth of the  sub- 
continent. There have at best been 
periods of .regional ^ consolidation, 
seldom lasting more than a genera- 
tion or two. 


other nation, and 
nation of 400 million so 
ject, nobody could have 
you, and even if it ha 


are free, you are free to 
your temple, you are fre 


Pakistan. You may belong to 
religion or caste or creed 
has nothing to do with 
ness of the state. As y 
that in | 
conditions 
much w 
ing in India today. 
Catholics and the Pro! 
secuted each other. 
there are some states: 
there are 


particular class. L 
are not starting in thos 
are starting. e 
there is no dis 
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Moghul 


of the subcontinent. 


orthodoxy and religious 


achievement. 
that he was the 
political unity, 
process which 
uncertain and unsettled 


setting in motion 


policy in the subcontinent. 
What was started by 


those who talk 


in the political sense it was 
British rule and the English 
age which 


had been 
cultural ethos that never 
lated into a political 
Gandhiji emerged on the soene. 
The vivisection 


Mindus, but, when 
finally come about, it was the 


lims who got divided. Today 
-Muslims of the subcontinent 
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15 tu arrest the swift drift to. 
Bands anarchy and chaos, іар, 
five forces аге at work апа the 
D. important disruptive force 
25 that . „of the Muslim 
z ague. Their first task should be 
| the establishment of a Strong cen- 
tral government to rule the coun- 
try firmly and to ensure indivi- 
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T was that controversial 
monarch, Aur- 
angzeb, who initiated the 
first effective moves for 
the political consolidation 
Simultaneously 
his excessive commitment to Muslim 
intolerance 
venerated impulses which were des- 
tructive of the thrust of his political 
But the fact remains 
pioneer of India's 


survived through the 
times that 
followed his reign and was to become 
the principal objective of the British 


Aurangzeb 
was consolidated by the British and 
glibly of Indian 
nationalism as a historical phenome- 
non would do well to remember that 

the 
langu- 
provided the flesh and 
bones to a concept which throughout 
no more than a religio- 

got trans- 
reality until 


of India was 
strongly resented and opposed by the 
the event did 
Mus- 

the 
stand 
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split into three 
ai, India and Bangladesh. They are 


incapable of acting in concert. The 
political dispensation is not condu- 
cive to that. On the contrary. the 
distinct Hindu orientation of the 
Indian polity that has taken place 
during the last 32 years would. have 
been inconceivable if the Muslim 1n- 
fluence in the political, social and 
cultural terms had not got dissipated 
in the wake of the partition in 1947 
and all that followed. = 

India has moved a long way ofi 
from the days when some of the 
most ticklish, sensitive and. explosive 
issues capable of blowing up a 
society were obliged to take a back 
seat in front of the searing contro- 
versies around the  Hinau-Muslim 
question. It has been a long haul, 
but India today is a better consolid- 
ated polity than it ever was before. 
The regional and linguistic aspira- 
tions of the people in the east and 
the west and the south asserted 
themselves and secured satisfaction 
of their legitimate aspirations. Тһе 
Indian polity today has developed 
a system of adjustment which is 
something to be truly proud of and 
must be the envy of not only nations 
such as Pakistan but many another 
polyglot society. 

The Muslim problem in India, alas, 
is still crying out for a solution. The 
trauma of 1947 is long past but the 


there was a tomorrow and the da 
after that. It would be ШЕШ 
to suggest that the British should 
everything before they quit. 
The June 3 statement could not. 
have come abont, had there been 
no agreement. It was not an im- 
posed award. Circumstanoes were 
such that the Congress agreed to 
It. It was not like one of those old 
decisions | of the British Govern- 
ment which they could accept or 
reject. The acceptance for which 
I am wholly responsible does not 
mean that I agree to every word 
Io that шеп. But I agree 
e fun inci 
аша amental principle 
M Mas sufficlent 
at happened in  Noakhali 
Calcutta and again what А 
in Bihar. By supreme efforts the 
Congress was able to control the 
Situation in Bihar, but they could 
do nothing in the Punjab. Why 


to compare 


did such things happen in th 

4 e 
Punjab and why was thc  Khizar 
ministry broken and how was it? 


9 one secmed to be capable of 
controlling the Punjab disturban- 
Ces. The answer was patent. The 
Congress Working Committee pas- 
sed .а resolution in favour of the 
partition of the Punjab into 
two administrative provinces, Par- 


une 16, 1947, 


dust Delhi apdiapangolfin Muslim has yet to attain his 


fnll stature as an equal partner in 
the country's affairs. National com. 
mitment to secularism, duly enshrin. 
ed in the Constitution, did create the 
framework for that attainment. Ne. 
vertheless realities on the ground 
leave much to be desired. The Indians 
Muslim has passed through three 
distinct phases since 1947. Imme- 
diately after the partition he faced 
the problem of physical survival. It 
took quite some time for things to 
settle down to an extent that survi- 
val was not in jeopardy. But, there 
were clear symptoms of withdrawal. 
A sort of guilt complex for having 
divided the country gripped the Mus- 
lim mind. Economic and employ- 
ment opportunities were neither 
sought nor offered and such were the 
times that no grievance was made 
of the denial of even the most ele- 
mentary rights. A major part of the 
political elite moved over to Pakis- 
tan and in the process not only 
denuded the hapless Muslim commu- 
nity of leadership but also subjected 
it to the added burden of suspicion 
from the rest of the nation. On 
completion of educational and  pro- 
fessional courses of training, young 
Muslims found it easier to get jobs 
in Pakistan and by and large went in 
for that. 


By the turn of the decade in 1960 
the opportunities їп Pakistan had 
begun to dry up. The domination of 
the mohajirs in the administrative, 
political and economic fields in Paki- 
stan during the first decade had by 
then begun to be subjected to 
serious challenge by the local elites. 
But even so the process did not 
quite come to a dead-end until a few 
DE later. 

e second phase started around 
1965. Pakistan had ceased to be the 
land of opportunity for the Indian 
Muslim, but the lure survived. Many 
an Indian Muslim did some odd job, 
Saved money and went over to Paki- 
stan to try his luck. He came back 
disappointed but the attraction abid- 
ed. This was the darkest period of 
the last 33 years when the Muslim 
ШЧ Was torn between the myth 
that was Pakistan and the reality of 
their being Indian nationals. Thus 
ran the process that virtually shatter- 
ed whatever illusions remained 
among the Indian Muslims about 
Pakistan. 

The complete breakdown of com- 
munication between the two coun- 
tries after 1971, though heart- 
rending and emotionally cruel, was 
Metrumental in putting the Indian 

uslim back on the. road to re- 
covery. The lure of easy options dis- 
appeared, and he began: to look for 
the solution of his problems and eco- 
Вараб Ж Не» within the Indian 
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The Process is by no means fully 
si ut 1, mo imately be, but it 19 
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their freedom, what are 
the prospects of India 
and Pakistan evolving a 
co-operative relationship 
such as exists between the USA 
and Canada? The process of nor- 
malisation since 1972 which provides 
the framework of mutual relations 
under the Simla Agreement 18 ali 
right as far as it goes. But, it is 
clearly not enough to subsist as 
peaceful neighbours without any 
measure of warmth, if we are to 
meet the challenges. that have re- 
cently emerged. The important thing 
is to dispel the fears and aaxieties 
that inhibit the two countries from 
coming together to share each other's 
joys and sorrows. К Е 

Pakisian's understanding of Indian 
objectives in relation to her is 
largely conditioned by a belief that, 
having opposed the Mushm aemand 
for the partition in 1947, the Hi.dus 
continue to nurse a grievance over 
the existence of Pakistan so that 
they would like to restore the status 
quo ante and in the. meanwhile make 
things as difficult for Pakistan as 
possible. The Indian role in. the 
emergence of Bangladesh continues 
to loom large over the Pakistani con- 
sciousness. З 

In this respect, fact and fiction аге 
so inextricably mixed up that an 
article such-as this cannot even 
attempt to unscramble the two. It 
is a pity that this aspect has пої 
been researched to the extent it 
should have been because an objec 
tive analysis of the events since 
partition may help light up many of 
the dark corners of the web of make- 
believe that has come to determine 
the view of each other by India and 
Pakistan. 

However, even a preliminary exa- 
mination of the records would show 
that in the penultimate stages of the 
political talks which preceded the 
withdrawal of the British from India, 
acrimony between the Congress, and 
the Muslim League had assumed such 
a dimension that the former had ue- 
cidedly veered round to the view 
that partition, indeed, was the only 
viable solut.on. What is more, the 
sections of the Congress leadership 
who articulated the Hindu view of 
things were more forthright in de- 
manding partition. Mauiana Azad re- 
mained the.lone opponent of parti 
tion as a political so:u.ion. Mahatma 
Gandhi, too, had acquiesced. Mr G. 
D. Birla, who exercised no mean 


^ influence in the counsels of national 


leadership recalls with obvious satis- 
faction that he “not only believed in 
the inevitability of partition but 
always considered this as a good way 
out of our difficulties’ (In the 
snadow oj the Makatma—p. 316). 

Mr Allen Campbell Johnson re- 


‘cords in hus book Mission Wah 


Mountbatten at page 98 that “Nehru 
and Vallabhbhai Patel accept parti- 
tion on the understanding that by 
conceding Pakistan to Jinnah they 
will hear no more of him and el- 
minate his nuisance value, or, as 
Nehru put it privately, that by ‘cut- 
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Jinnah’s mausoleum 
ting off the head we will get rid of 
the headache’...Gandhi refuses to 
align himself with this concept, and 
is putting up a fierce rear-guard 
action against it. How far he will 
carry this opposition is one of the 
big imponderables.” 

Mauiana Azad records that Sardar 
Patel was the first man to agree to 
partition. According to the Maulana, 
he “found Sardar Patel so much in 
favour of: partition that he was 
hardly prepared even to listen to any 
other point of  view...] was sur- 
prised and pained when Patel said 
that whether we liked it or not, 
there were two nations in India. He 
was now convinced that Muslims and 
Hindus could not be united into one 
nation. There was no alternative ex- 
cept to recognize this. In this way 
alone could we end the quarrel be- 
ween Hindus and Muslims... 


ween  Hindus ang eee 
Sentries outside the Presidential 
palace 


ley nubeu 
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Jawaharlal spoke to me in sorrow 
but kft no doubt in my mind as to 
how his mind was working...... "(Hey 
asked me to give up my opposition 
to partition. He said it was inevit 
able and it would be ‘isdom not to ` 
oppose what was bouna to happen... 
І saw clearly that we were taking 
one wrong decision after another. 
Instead of retracing our stéps we 
were now going deeper into the 
morass...” (India Wms Freedom . 
pp 184 to 186). 1 


When Maulana Azad took up the 
matter with Mahatma Gandhi on 
March 31, 1947 the Mahatma said, 
‘if the Congress wishes to accept 
partition, it will be over my dead 
body". Later that day Gandhiji met 
Lord Mountbatten after which Sardar 
Patel spent two hours with him. 
Subsequently, Mahatma had two fur- 
ther. meetings with Lord Mount- 
batten on April 1 and 2. When 
Maulana Azad met the Mahatma 
again he found the latter too had 
changed. The Mahatma “was still 
not openly in favour of partition but 
he no longer spoke so vehemently . 
against  it..In despondency I said 
at last, ‘if even you have now adopt 
ed these views, I see no hope of 
saving India. from catastrophe’. 
Gandhiji did not reply to my com- 
ments.” (India Wins. Freedom 
p 187). ae WAY 

At this stage Gandhiji put forward E 
the suggestion that the Congress 
should let Mr Jinnah form the 
Government and choose the mem- 
bers of the Cabinet. Lord Mount- 
batten is quoted by Maulana Azad to. 
have expressed the view that if the "E 
Congress accepted Gandhijis sugges — 
tion, partition could still be avoided  ~ 
because such an offer would con: _ 
vince the Muslim League and per 
haps win the confidence of 
Jinnah. This move, howeyer, co! 
make no progress as both P. 
Jawaharlal and Sardar Patel 
it vehemently and forced 
withdraw the suggestion. 


| 
| 
| 
і. 
| 
| 


come impossible. 


‘Digitized by 
ND that brings us to the 
question _ whether the 
thrust of Indian policy іп 
respect of Pakistan has 
been towards the latter's 
"destruction. War, it is said, is an 
instrument of policy. Policy, in turn, 
is determined by the objectives pur 
sued by a country. 

The ссср of Akhand Bharat, 
which according to most Pakistanis 
“determines Indian policy towards 
their country, is altogether illusory. 
In terms of contemporary politica) 
realities it is positively detrimental 
to the Hindu economic and political 
interests. There is no Hindu poli- 
tical factor worth the name in Paki- 
stan. There is a barely 10 per cent 
non-Muslim population in Bangla: 
desh but it counts for very little in 
terms of effective political strength. 
The Muslim factor in India, on the 
other hand, has the capacity to deter- 
mine the course of events ın the coun- 
try and to that extent is a material 
factor to be reckoned with. No poli- 
tical Party seriously contending for 
power in India can be unmindful of 
the Muslim factor. from this point 
of view Akhand Bharat cannot bul 
undermine the Hindu position by 
consolidating the Muslim factor at 
present conveniently dispersed аш 
three nation states. No, unification 
of the subcontinent through military 
conquest or otherwise is not wortb 
the candle so far as the Hindus are 
concerned. 

Dr Henry Kissinger only shows his 
ignorance of the objective realities of 
the subcontinent’s politics when he 
talks of the possibility of an Indian 
attack on West Pakistan after the 
fall of Dacca, It appears the myth 
of Hindu frustration over creation of 
Pakistan has distorted the under- 
standing and perception of quite a 
few even among those who ought tn 
know better. 

In this regard it is well to recall 
that having successfully destroyed 
the Pakistani military strength jn 
East Pakistan, Mrs Indira Gandhi 
lost no time in pulling back tha 
Indian troops from Bangladesh. If 
Akhand Bharat had, indeed, been an 
Indian objective the military occupa 
tion of East Bengal was half the job 
done. Bonafide long-term national 
objectives are not surrendered after 
inilitary victory for cosmetic reasons. 


Then, why did India parti i 

{з eu sot Pakistana art 
im the policy of hostili 

pursued by БК Кул ane 
actively connived at, promoted and 
Sustained secessionist insurgency in 
the eastern areas of India. East 
Bengal had become the Sanctuary 
and jumping board for the insurgents 
of various hues, Even sv, India could 
not do a thing until the — Pakistani 
ruling military junta itself created a 
situation in which the continuance of 
East Bengal as a constituent pro- 
vince of Pakistan had anyhow be. 


The option before 


India was to act or look on as a pas- 


sive 


spectator while the conse. 


quences of the wanton brutalities 
20 
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into our COMM 
SA to act then would have in- 
0а Pakistani Dele to- 
wards India to unmanageable pro- 
POE uot my case that India has 
been oozing with goodwill towards 
Pakistan, while all the wrong things 
have been done by the latter. The 
decision to hold back Rs БЫ сгогез, 
which constituted Pakistan's share of 
the Reserve Bank balances, was de- 
void of legal and moral justification. 
So was the refusal to deliver Paki- 
stan's share of ordnance supplies. 
There have been numerous other in- 
stances when India has acted petu- 
lantly rather than generously. But, 
no single action by itself or all com- 
bined together have been calculated 
to obliterate Pakistan as a nation 
state, Even the wars beween the 
two countries have not been fought 
on the basis of non-acceptance of 
Pakistan by India. 

Be that as it may, the long story 
of unsatisfactory relations between 
Pakistan and India needs to take a 
turn for the better. Hostility with 
India has hurt Pakistan far beyond 
the lost wars. Nor for that matter 
has India escaped the evil conse- 
quences of the unhappy Situation. 
The failure of Pakistan to evolve a 
viable political culture ог build 
a sound economic base can be 
directly traced to the distortions aris- 
ing out of the obsessive fear of and 
preoccupation with India. 

The new situation that has deve- 
loped in the neighbourhood of the 
subcontinent has imparted a new 
dimension and urgency to the task of 
improving relations between the two 
countries, There is no basis for the 
assumption that co-operation and 
good relations must inevitably be in 
derogation of the national sovereignty 
of one or the other. On the other 
hand improved relations cannot but 
ee to their collective secu- 

The clouds of fear and suspicion 
that have so far plagued Indo-Pak 
relations are traceable to the myths 
surrounding their emergence as free 
nations, Since then the two coun- 
tries have drifted apart to an extent 
that even people, whose: business it 
is to know, are ignorant of, rather 
than well-informed about, the reali- 
ties in the other country. The situa- 
tion in respect of Bangladesh, too, is 
not exactly what it should be. The 


were overflowing 


result is that public opinion is a 
negative factor in improvement of 
relations. 


There is thus need for a more con- 
certed effort to promote a systematic 
study of the entire gamut of factors 
affecting the relations between the 
countries of the subcontinent. T 
would strongly urge institutions like 
the Gandhj Peace Foundation and 
the Aligarh Muslim University in 
India, the Quaid-e-Azam Academy 
and the Quaid-e-Azam Foundation in 
Pakistan and some such body as the 
Carnegie Endowment For Inter- 
national Peace to act in this direc- 
tion, [] 
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HAVE considered from every 
] possible point of view the 
scheme of Pakistan as formulated 
by the Muslim League.. As an 
Indian, I have examined its impli- 
cations for the future of India as 
a whole. As a Muslim, l have ex- 
amined its likely effects upon the | 
fortunes of Muslims of India. 
Considering the scheme in all 
its aspects I have come to the con- 
clusion that it is harmful not only 
for India as a whole but. for Mus. 
lims in particular. And, in fact, it 
creates more problems than it 


solves. 
I must confess that the very 
term Pakistan goes against my 


grain. It suggests that some por- 
tions of the world are pure wuile 
others are impure. Such a divi- 
sion of territories into pure and 
impure is un-Islamic and a repudi- 
ation of the very spirit of Islam, 
Islam recognises no such division 
and the Prophet says, ‘God has 
made the whole world a mosque 
for me.’ 

Further, it seems that the 
scheme of Pakistan is a symbol of 
defeatism and has heen built up 
on the analogy of the Jewish de- 
mand for a national home. It is 
a confession that Incian Muslims 
cannot hold their own in India as 
a whole and would be content to 
withdraw to a corner specially re- 
served for them. 

One can sympathise with the _ 
aspirations of the Jews for such a 
national home, as they are scat- 
tered all over the world and can- 
not in any region have any effec _ 
tive voice in the administration. — 
The condition of Indian Muslims 
is quite otherwise. Over 90 million - 
in number they are in quantity - 
and ` quality sufficiently im: _ 
portant element in Indian life to — 
influence decisively all questions 
of administation and pol cy. Na: 
ture has further helped them: by 
concentrating them in 
areas. 

In such context, the demand for - 
Pakistan 10525 all force. As a Mus- - 
lim, I for one am not prepared for 
a moment to give up my right to 
treat the whole of India as my 
domain and to share in the shap: - 
ing of its political and economiO ^ 
life. To me it seems a sure sign Of ` 
cowardice to give up what is my 
patrimony and content myself wit 
a mere fragment of it. : 

As is well-known Mr  Jinnabs 
Pakistan scheme is based on his 
two-nation theory. His thesis 15 
that India contains many nation- 
alities based on religious differen- 
ces. Of them the two major na - 
tions, the Hindus and Muslims, | 
must as separate nations have 
separate states. When Dr. Edward 
Thompson once pointed out to Mr. | 
Jinnah that Hindus and Muslims — 
live side by side in thousands of 
Indian towns, villages and ham: 
lets, Mr. Jinnah replied that this J 
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| What Maulana Azad said 


in no way affected their separate 
nationality. Two nations accord- 
ing to Mr Jinnah confront one 
another in every hamlet, village 
and town, and he, therefore, de- 
sires that they should be separat- 
ed into two states. 

I am prepared to overlook all 
other aspects of the problem and 
judge it from the point of view of 
Muslim interests alone. I shall go 
still further and say that if it can 
be shown that the scheme of Pak- 
{stan can in any way benefit Mus- 
lims I would be prepared to acoept 
it myself and also to work for its 
acceptance by others. But the 
truth is that even if I examine 
the scheme from the point of view 
of the communal interests of the 
Muslims themselves, I am forced 
to the conclusion that it can in no 
way benefit them or allay their 
legitimate fears. 

Let us consider dispassionately 
the consequences which will fol- 
low if we give effect to the Pakis- 
tan scheme. India will be divided 
into two states, one with a major- 
ity of Muslims and the other of 
Hindus. In the Hindustan State 
there will remain 312 crores of 
Muslims scattered in small minort- 
ties all over the land. With 17 per 
cent in U.P., 12 per cent in Bihar 
and 9 per cent in Madras, they 
wil be weaker than they are to- 
day in the Hindu majority provin- 
ces. They have had their home- 
lands in these regions for almost 
a thousand years ard built up 
well-known centres of Muslim cul- 
ture and civiliza'ion there. , 

They will awaken overnight and 
discover that they have become 
aliens and foreigners. Backward 
industrially, educationally and eco- 
nomically, they will be left to the 
mercies to what would then be- 
come an unadulterated Hi du raj. 

On the other hand, their posi- 
Hon w'thin the Pakistan State will 
be vulnerable and weak. Nowhere 
in Pakistan will their majority be 
comp^rable to the Hindu majority 
in the Hindustan State. 

In fact, their majority will be so 
slight that it will be offset by the 
economical, educational and poli- 
tical lead enjoyed by ron Muslims 
in these areas. Even if this were 
not so and Pakistan were over- 
whelmingly Muslim in population. 
it still could hardly solve the prob- 
ет of Musl ms ii Hin.u ta». 

Two States confronting one ano- 
ther offer no solution of thc prob- 
lem of one another's minorities, 
but only lead їо retribution and 
reprisals by introducing a system 
of mutual hostages. The scheme 
of Pakistan therefore solves no 
problem for the Muslims. It can- 
not safeguard their rights where 
they are in a minority nor as citi- 
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zens of Pakisan secure them а 
position in Indian or world affairs 
which they would enjoy as citi- 
zens of a major state like the 
Indian Union. 

It may be argued that if Pakis- 
tan is so much against the inter- 
est of the Muslims themselves, 
why should such a large section 
of Muslims be swept away by its 
lure? The answer is to be found in 
the attitude of certain communal 
extremists among the Hindus. 
When the Muslim League began 
to speak of Pakistan, they read 
into the scheme a sinister Pan-Is- 
lamic conspiracy and began to op- 
pose it out of fear that it fore- 
shadowed a combination of Indian. 
Muslims with trans-Indian Mus- 
lim States. 

The opposition acted as am in- 
centive to the adherents of the 
League. With simple though un- 
tenable logic they argued that if 


EON 
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Hindus were so opposed to Pakis- 
tan, surely it must be of benefit 
to Muslims. An atmosphere of 
emotional frenzy was created 
which made reasonable appraise- 
ment impossible and swept away 
especially the younger and more 
impressionable among the Mus- 
lims. I have, however, no doubt 
that when the present frenzy has 
died down and the question can 
be considered dispassionately, 


those who now support Pakistan . 


will themselves repudiate it as 
harmful for Muslim interests. 
The formula which I have suc- 
ceeded in making the Congress ac- 
cept secures whatever merit the 
Pakistan scheme contains while 
all its defects and drawbacks are 
avoided. The basis of Pakistan is 
the fear of interference by the 
Centre in Muslim majority areas 


| 


= 

as the Hindus will be in a ma 
rity in the Centre. The Congress 
meets this fear by granting full 
autonomy to the provincial units 
and vesting all residuary power in 
the provinces. It has also provid- 
ed for two lists of Central sub- 
jects, one compulsory and one op- 
tional, so that if any provincial 
unit so wants, it can administer 
all subjects itself except a mini- 
mum delegated to the Centre. The 
Congress scheme therefore en- 
sures that Muslim majority pro- 
vinoes are internally free to deve- 
lop as they will, but can at the 
same time influence the Centre 
on all issues which affect India as 
a whole. 

The situation in India is such 

that all attempts to establish a 
centralised and unitary  govern- 
ment are bound to fail. Equally 
doomed to failure is the attempt 
to divide India into two States. 
After considering all aspects of 
the question, I have come to the 
conclusion that the only solution 
can be on the lines embodied in 
the Congress formula which allows 
room for development both to the 
provinces and to India as a whole. 
The Congress formula meets the 
fear of the Muslim majority areas 
to allay which the scheme of Pak- 
{stan was formed. Оп the other 
hand, it avoids the defects of the 
Pakistan scheme which would 
bring the Muslims where they are 
in a minority under a purely 
Hindu government. 

I am one of those who consider 
thé present chapter of communal | 
bitterness and differences asa | 
transient phase in Indian life. I | 
firmly hold that they will disap- | 
pear when India assumes the res- | 
ponsibility of her own destiny. I 
am reminded of a saying of Glad- 
stone that the best cure fora 
man's fear of the water is to 
throw him into it. Similarly India 
must assume responsibility and 
administer her own affairs before 
fears and suspicions can be fully 
allayed. С 

When India attains her destiny, 
she will forget the present chapter 
of communal suspicion and con- 
flict and face the problems ot 
modern life from a modern point 
of view. Differences will no doubt 
persist, but they will be economic, 
not communal. Opposition among 
politica] Parties will continue, but 
they will be based, not on religion 
but on economic and political is- 
sues. Class and not community 
will be the basis of future align- 
ments and policies will be shaped 
accordingly. If it be argued that 
this is only a faith which events 
may not justify I would say that 
їп any case the nine crores of we 
Muslims constitute a factor which | 
nobody can ignore and whatever 
the circumstances, they are strong 
enough to safeguard their own 
'destiny.—April 15, 1946. ‘ 
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“Ima place like Africa, 
шар rrr-roaring success". 


“People like me are wild. 
Just wild about your ‘V.I.P.’,”’ 
said Alake Uwaleke*, in fluent, 
cultured English. She sat there, 
| looking tall, dark and stunning. 
| We had no difficulty in 
/ returning a compliment. 


fae دی ید‎ - cS mor D bem 
^ exea сут Se аа - z 3 


cem: 


“We're trading know-how’’ 
we said, “a joint 'V.I.P.' 
venture will be set up shortly 


in Nigeria.” 


“Га be tempted to invest.Only 
my family's interest is in oil. 
Not travelware."' 


your VI.E” is always at 


locks. They work like magic!’ 
“But” she carried on “your 

Travelite range is great too. 

Of course, nobody could travel 

as light as my grandfather. 

He was the tribal Chief for 

50 years. Sometimes he wore a 


never lose an opportunity to 
drum a message home! 

“I’m off now” she said, 
“to Timbuktoo."* 

Was she pulling our leg? 
“No, no” she said, **Timbuktoo 
is almost next door. You people 


^ “Black” we said, “is beautiful.” “Black gold!” we said, 'smile. Most often he wore a are so much in the dark about di 
“I agree" she said serenely, triumphantly. scowl. And, I can assure you he Africa. That's probably why it | 
“but I also like brown. I just “What do Africans like didn’t need any luggage to carry was called the Dark Continent!" | 
love your *V.I.P.' colours. specially about our 'V.I.P.'?" either around!’ We saw her into a sleek 
AII twelve of them. You have we asked. Well, Africa has changed a limousine. And, as she stepped | 
everything except white. Now, “Everything !’’ was the lot lately. Thankfully! in, it was evident that blood | 
that's unusual!” understated reply. “The style “We believe" she said, “that would always tell. She would } 
We promptly assured her that of your Classic range. The ‘V.I.P.’ is the luggage of today. undoubtedly be like her grand- 
there was nothing either racial beautiful brocade lining. And this attitude is coloured. father, the Chief attraction! 
or discriminatory about this. Especially your combination Coloured by the fact that in ? 
Why, our business associates : Africa we are now slaves to ` *To protect the privacy of our 
would vouch for the fact that " 32 пар | BR progress! : ‘V.I.P? customers, it has been 
we like everything in black yi Sa "Everywherelgo,theyask necessary to conceal their actual 
E аты ULM C >= E about my ‘V.I.P.’s. I tell identities. 
complained, **we have 14 major © 
languages Not including — EL 
English.” (/ // Tj 
“I understand" she said 
sympathetically, “back home in spells class. id 
Nigeria, we have 200!” : Anywhere in the world. 


Blow Plast Limited, 


fter that, we decided not to 
а п Р.О. Box No. 9145, Bombay 400 025. 


trade problems! 
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VERY so often and 

especially at times 

when a political crisis 

occurs or political in- 

fighting intensifies, one 
hears complaints from politicians 
that their telephones аге being 
tapped. Such complaints have 
been heard from many in recent 
days as well As it happens, Op- 
position leaders сап freely air 
their resentment but those of the 
ruling Party must keep their 
suspicions to themselves for they 
know that the tapping is done to 
check on their loyalty and coni- 
plaints can make matters worse. 

The last time the subject was 
considered in Parliament in any 
detail was on December 20, 1977 
in the Lok Sabha. Mr  Vyalar 
Ravi had given notice of a motion 
of breach of privilege of Parlia- 
ment by the Home Minister 
which the Speaker referred to 
the Minister for his comments. 
There were complaints by Oppo- 
sition leaders as well as by mem- 
bers of the Janata Party. Mr 
Samar Mukherjee (CPM) added 
that besides tapping their tele- 
phones, members of his Party 
were also being shadowed. 

The then Prime Minister, Mr 
Morarji Desai's reply was as com- 
prehensive as it was  unsatisfac- 
tory. Telephones of anti-national 
or anti-social elements or those 
who indulged in violent activities 
were being tapped, he said. Mr 
Desai claimed that Government 
was entitled to do so and what- 
ever was done was “within my 
knowledge.” He, however, denied 
that. any tapping was done to 
keep a track of political activi- 
ties. 


.Mr Desai made an interesting. 
disclosure. Within a week of 


assuming office he instructed the 
officers concerned to show him 
the list of names of persons 
whose telephones were being 
tapped. "I have seen the list", 
he said and claimed that it did 
not include MPs. No names 
would be added to the list with- 
out his permission. either. 
Successive Governments of 
India have relied on an absurd 
provision in an archaic statute—. 
Section 5 of the Indian Telegraph 
Act, 1885, It reads thus “(1) On 
the occurrence of any public 
emergency, or in the interest of 
the public safety, the Central 
Government, or a State Govern- 
ment, or any officer specially 
authorised in this behalf by the 
Central or a State Government 
may... 
"(b) Order that any message or 
class of messages to or from any 
‘persons or ciass of persons Or re- 
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'Bugging' law 


Civil 
Liberties 


By A. G. NOORANI 


lating to any particular subject 
brought for transmission by, or 
transmitted or received by, any 
telegraph shall not be transmit- 
ted, or shall be intercepted or de- 
tained, or shall be disclosed to 
the Government making the or- 
der or an officer thereof men- 
tioned in the order. 

(2) If any doubt arises as to the 
existence of a public emergency, 
or whether any act done under 
sub-section (1) was in the interest 
of the public safety, a certificate 
of the Central or, as the case may 
be, the State Government, shall 
be conclusive proof on the point.” 

Section 26 of the Indian Post 
Office Act, 1898 is similar: “(D 
On the occurrence of any public 
emergency, or in the interest of 
the public safety or tranquillity, 
the Central Government, Or a 
State Government, or any officer 
specially authorised in this behalt 
by the Central or the State Gov- 
ernment, may, by order in writ- 
ing, direct that any postal article 
or class or description of postal 
‘articles in course of transmission 
by post shall be intercepted or 
detained or shall be disposed of 
in such manner as the authority 
issuing the order may direct. 

“(2) If any doubt arises as to 
the existence of a public emer- 
gency or as to whether any act 
done under sub-section (1) was: in 
the interest of the public safety 
or tranquillity, a certificate of the 
Central Government ог. as the 
case may be, of the State Govern- 
ment shall be conclusive proof on 


‘the point.” 


Thus, both the Statutes leave 
it to the exclusive and subjective 
decision of the executive. The 
matter is placed beyond the scru- 


‘tiny of courts of law. Whether 


these sections are compatible 
with the fundamental rights is. 
doubtful, 

There is another aspect. The 
scope of judicial review of ad- 
ministrative action has increased 
considerably thanks to the recent 
case law and it would be neces- 
sary for the Government to estab- 
lish objectively that there was a 
real threat to “public safety” or 
that “public emergency” had in 
fact occured to warrant the ex- 
ercise of these powers. But how 
is a citizen to prove in a court of 
law that his phone is being tap- 
ped ? 


However, the march of science 
has made  telephone-tapping ar- 
chaic and the statutes irrelevant, 
in a sense. As Prof. Harry Street 
points out in his study Freedom, 
the Individual aud the Lay a 
superb Pelican, “Electronic devi- 
ces such as laser beams, closed- 
circuit television and micro- 
miniaturised radio transmitters 
shave rendered  wire-tapping an 
old-fashioned method of over- 
hearing conversations. Little is 
known about the extent to which 
police eavesdrop by these new 
methods; for example, by the use 
of portable radio equipment 
which can be hidden in a brief- 
case or even on a person’s premi- 
ses. One thing is clear: such 
evidence will not be rendered in- 
admissible merely because the - 
police have to break into private 
premises in order to conceal the 
equipment there." nee 

The legal position in India is 
the same. Evidence is not inad- 
missible because it has been ob 
tained improperly by bugging or 
wire-tapping. In the United 
States it would be inadmissible. 

Fifty years ago the legendary 
Justice Oliver Wendell Holmes 
characterised phone-tapping as 
“dirty business”. Since then the 
U.S. Supreme Court has ruled 
that telephones can be tapped 
only if a court warrant has first 
been obtained. Mr Justice Po- 
wells remarks аге very apt. 
“The price of lawful public dis- 
sent must not be a dread of sub- 
jection to an unchecked surveil- 
lance power. Nor must the fear 
ot unauthorized official eaves- 
dropping deter vigorous citizen 
dissent and discussion of Govera- 
ment action in private conversa: 
tion. For private dissent, no less 
than open public discourse, is 
essential to our free society." 

. The Indian statutes are sorely 
in need of a comprehensive re- . 
view. At the very least, th 
exercise of the Government's 
power must be made conditional 
Strictly on a judicial warrant, — | 
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. The hand that works 
through the day. should be 
suitably rewarded by the evening. ш 


Now HMT have a range of classy, Апа. gently, they remind you 
exotic watches just right to celebrate. that the evening has arrived and it's 


the evening. i time you had some fun. 
THE AFTER HOURS. Ask for any watch from 
@omound tke орле «2 TEIE AFTER HOURS collection. 
magnificence of the dials and the It's your reward for a hard 
_ Casings. day's work. 
— They bear the stamp of Available at all HMT watch 
distinction that only HMT can bring showrooms and shops in variations 
- to their watches. suitable for all hands. 
They scintillate, they blend Ladies as well as gents. 
1 They reflect the charms of an 
up enchanted evening. 
e © e 
If you've the inclination, 


we've the time! 


I Mex Ам 


“(POE 
TIMEKEEPERS TC] 
THE NATION | 


Г he + “i 
enai мс o гу 
Factoriesat Dangaiores9Hriagar = ги е) 


| 3.9 


E s 
ж rn erri e are 


COPS STR S AO M 


پا اجج 


T ernment, Robert Mugabe once again emphasis- 


| term plans—on this showing he cou 


| Board. Understandaby reluctant to provoke security 
{ 


a a war?” A good question for Ian Smith. 


Digitized by Sarayu Foundati 


i - 2 Iti-Party, 
RiTISH hopes of a “broad based mul 
maul coalition, in which Mugabe’s influence 
wou.d be stifled, are deaa. speaking aliter 
the Governor had invited him to form a Gov- 


dualism of his short 
ld well be expelled 


T £ > 2 isk: 

the Fabian Society. Private property is not at risk; 
поште is а capitalist state “оп wnich it is necessary 
to build”; one must “start win existing instuutions 
and in any case Rhodesia already boasts some pode 
list? economic organisms such as the Grain Marketing 


ed the extreme moderation and gra 


forces into a coup which now seems increasingly un- 
likely, Mugabe refuses to be drawn on'his future plans 
for General Walls and the Combined сынашу б 
mand, once the General has completed the job `: me 
| new Prime Minister has given him of integrating the 
| ies’ three armies. 7 
| EMG reaction of whites to the. election result has 
| been опе of shock bordering on trauma,  Busloads of 
| cheering militants are driving through the centre o 
| Salisbury while ecstatic crowds parade the streets wit 
a sense of hnal deliverance from war and oppression. 
| One white lady told me that Mugabe had promised to 
abolish Christmas and Easter; another doubted that she 
couid now put her mother into an old people's home 
Li since such institutions are abolished under communism. 
{ “Who will maintain law and order?” demanded a busi- 
nessman, “Standards wil go to pot.” A gunsmith snar- 
led “No comment”. A schoolgirl in a green uniform 
asked: “How can they vote for terrorists who burnt 
down their own schools and houses?" "This country has 
gone." An insurance clerk wanted to know why "couldn't 
they have done all this junketing in 1972 and saved us 


In Kambazuma township a circle of young men 
closes ten-deep round your correspondent. They speak of 
land, liberation and land again. Two officers of the BSAP 
Scatter the circle with the command “break it up" but 
almost immediately it reforms. The young men complain 
bitterly of constant police harassment. A shell-shocked 
official of the UANC pushes through the crowd and 
urges me to inform the world that he is now switching 
allegiance to Mugabe. The small knots of supporters 
dancing and chanting their affection for the Bishop are 
mainly women. Clearly, emissaries from the movement 
have not yet reached these sisters. 

. The security machine responds with a pantomime 
display of tanks, armoured vehicles and heavy guns at 
Street intersections and shopping precincts. A middle- 
aged woman stops me in the street: “I take my hat 

/ off to these fellows.” Housewives and Secretaries bring 
/ cups of tea to the men of the Rhodesizn Light Infantry. 

Im prepared to give these people one chance, but only 
спе, a trooper remarks. “We gave them Schools and 
We gave them medicine. We built up this country and 
I'm not prepared to hand it over to a bunch of gooks." 

Day after day the police empty ZANU PF's head- 
quarters in Manica Road on the pretext of a bomb 
Scare. The police then head for the most obvious place 
to conceal a bomb, the Party's files. Na.han Shamuyirira 
of the Central Committee is arrested at two in the 
morning on the flimsiest of charges. The better to pro- 
tect Mugabe, the army rumbles an armada past his 


in the course of the campaign. i pe 

South-East, journalists witnessed the Bo ZANU 
PF poling agents, David Mashingidze and Amos Van- 
dirai. A dead cock (the cock is ZANU PF’s symbol) had 
been nailed to a tree outside the polling station, toge- 
ther with a notice, "Jongwe (cock) is dead". When they 
noted this down in writing they were arrested—Superin- 
tendent Felix Kuttner later explzined—under the Misce- 
Haneous Offences Act, Questiones эви this, the British 
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Zimbabwe is bo 


An eyewitness report by DAVID CAUTE 


- 
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Di 

Election Commissioner, Sir John Boynton, confirmed 
that it is not an electoral offence to use pen and paper 
within 100 metres of a- polling station. Next day he re- 
ported, with the weary shrug characteristic of British 
officials here, that the two ZANU PF agents would stay 
in jail anyway. Such incidents have been the rule rather 
than the exception. 

In the European (now called “commercial”), farming 
area of Wedza the farmers bring their labour force. to 
the mobile poiling station on tractor-drawn trailers. Such 
js their hostility to the foreign Press that one feels like 
а Yankee  carpetbegger among Southern plantation 
sowners as the Confederacy falls. How will their farm 
workers vote—for the Bishop, surely? “No idea, they're 
keeping it to themselves." But surely they must know 
that your farms will be collectivised next Tuesday morn- 
ing if Mugabe wins? Glowering looks. “If you really 
{want to know the position, what were afraid of is a 
minimum wage of $100 a month." (At present farm wor- 
kers are lucky to get $20 a month.) Later an apprehen- 
sive farmer just in from police reserve patrol duty in 


emerging from the reserve at 
minds of "Our Africans here." 

The farmer leans the barrel of his rifle on his boot. 
“I believe we've got to forget the past, we can make a 
great nation here if we all pull together. But if Mugabe 
stops all the state credit which keeps these farms here 
afloat, then he's destroying private enterprise. Pve been 
in this war for six years, we didn't start it, I can tell 
you, I mean I’ve seen my friends shot and I'm not pre- 
pared to take any nonsense, no way. I mean, next time 
if these external terrorists try anything we won't be so 
polite about it, We'll sort those gooks out. You've got 
to keep on top of these guys, I mean, I believe we have 
a very special type of black man here in Rhodesia, a 
very decent bloke, but he wants to be left alone to grow 
his maize and to sleep and have his wives—we should 
never have imposed our Western ideas on him. I mean, 
it’s the same story in Northern Ireland, isn't it? These 
people have no excuses at all if ме continue to look 
after them, but they think they can just walk into 
these farms and take them over." 


night and poisoning the 


isticated compass belonging to a New Zealand officer . 
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Wedza TTL confides that ZANU PF agitators have been - 
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A Patriotic Front liaison officer gazes in awe at a soph 


|5 in Salisbury ме’. be out of here and back with our fami 
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cae d oan. 
Bishop Abel Muzorewa im a Salisbury street 


OUTH of Salisbury, in the Seki Tribal Trust 
Land four pleasant members of the pohce anti- 
terrorist unit, two of them accountants, one a 
town planner and the other a trainee jeweller, 
confess how sick and weary they are of ser- 
ving 140 days a year in the sticks, living off tinned food. 
"Yes, we're certainly afraid now. If Mugabe gets in we 
don’t know what will happen. We've been distributing 
these anti-Marxist pampniets. but we're not allowed to 
meddle in poiitics, These simple people have no idea 
what communism is. I can tell you, if there's any trouble 


ume 
& gr ius 


A UN 


lies, orders or no orders.” Would they support a white 
müitary coup? A long, rudderless silence follows: tney 
don't know. 

The 270 kilometre drive from Salisbury to the ZANLA 
assembly point at Delta, close to the Mozambique border, 
takes one through Mrewa and Mtoko, wnere the war has 
been most savage. The blue ribbon of tarmac, kept in 
perfect repair by the war machine, winds through wild 
countryside dotted with huge rock kopjies under the vast 
cloud-flecked African sky. In Delta, a remote camp cove- 
ring two square kilometres, 2,700 ZANLA guerrillas run 
up a dirt track in phatanxes of 60 towards the mobile 
polling station, chanting war cries in unison—Pamberi 
Nemugabe—with the aid of phrases learnt not only in 
‘Mozambique (Viva, Imperialismo) but even in Swahili 
territory. Their wolt-pack howls and grunts would, one 
suspects, bring little joy to tne white suburbs of Gwelo 
and Umtali, 

A most astonishing metamorphosis then  occcurs. 
Obediently they halt before the commanding hand of a 
black sergeant of the BSAP—the very man whom, a few 
weeks ago, they would have shut down as a “sell-out”. 
Dressed in every imaginable garment out of the Portobello 
Road, and carrying—by law—no weapons to the polling 
station, they stand silent under the indifferent, neutral 
scrutiny of white officiais: it’s as if Peter Pan had appea- 
red with Captain Hook's pirates in Wendy's bedroom. 
Weeded out as possibly under age by election officials 
(unlike all other male voters the guerrillas carry no iden- 
tity papers) the kids sit in a meek knot, as humbly accep- 
ting of authority as the young Africans turfed out of 
buses at police road biocks. For a moment, then, the 
guerrilla is submerged in the world he rose against. 
. But not for long. Back in the bandits' camp. v 
its tattered tents and strips of canvas suspended 
rough-hewn poles, every man and woman carri 
AK rifle (600 of Delta’s contingent are female) 
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YES, O PREFECT 
ADIPUS. I'D LIKE 


YOu ТО СОМЕ TO THE | 
OUTSKIRTS 


| WELL, CENTURION ? 
YOU HAVE NEWS 
FOR ME ? 


AFTER THIS GREAT 
S VICTORY OF MINE 
Eh //M SURE TO GET AN 
ADMINISTRATIVE 
POST iN 


NEARLY THERE. 
THIS WILL BE 
QUITE A 

SURPRISE / 


SURPRISES, AND 
THE EXERCISE 
WILL DO ME 


THIS 16 YOUR 
SURPRISE ?-A set 
OF SEMI- 
CONSCIOUS 
LEGIONARIES ? 


® THEY WENT OFF SOON AFTER 

f YOU LEFT... THEY SAID THEY 
HADN'T COME TO TOLOSA TO SEE 

: ANY PREFECT, THEY WANTED 

SOME OF THE LOCAL 

SAUSAGE. 


WHERE ARE THE | 


PRISONERS?! _ 


PREFECT? WHAT 
ON EARTH IS ALL 
THIS ABOUT, BY 
MINERVA 2 


NOTHING /NOTHING Й 


MEANWHILE OUR 
FORGET IT/ 


FRIENDS ARE 
LEAVING TOLOSA... || 


PRETTY PLAC = > л 
TOLOSA... IS A 
SAUSAGE Nice > 


DELICIOUS, 
OBELIX / g 
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ANO |N THE 
TOWN OF x 
AGINUM™.. 


GOOD FOR 
THEM / 


1F THEY'LL BE 
V STOPPING HERE ON 


THEIR TOUR OF 
YOU COULDN'T G 


> jl j = 
CALL THEM HANDSOME, Y dé i Y^ SURE THEY 
= BUT THEY HAVE f | WILL. THEY'LL WANT 
С CHARISMA! __ h 
D, 


l'LL GIVE THEM 
DRUGGED FOOD TO ' 
EAT, THEY WILL FALL 
ASLEEP, AND ALL 
YOU HAVE TO DO IS 
PICK THEM UP 
FROM MY INN; 


NOT A MOMENT ТО 
LOSE! 1 MUST GO 


KINO OF THING 
| REALLY LIKE, 


BUT ALL RIGHT, 
V UPTOTRIX. 


TWO GAULS ARE VERY 
STRONG. I'VE THOUGHT 
OF A CUNNING 
STRATAGEM... 


ASTERIX AND OBELIX'S 
TOUR OF GALL IS MORE 
LIKE A ROMAN 
TRIUMPH... 


WAIT A MINUTE, FRIENDS / YOU 


ARE NATIONAL. HEROES... WOULD 
YOu DO ME THE HONOUR OF 
TAKING REFRESHMENT 

AT MY HUMBLE INN ? 


(мү NAME IS 


UPTOTRIX. | CAN OBELIX. WE'VE 
OFFER You ALREADY BEEN 
PRUNES AND WILD BETRAYED 


BOAR / 
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Would you rather wear 
dentures than think 
about your toothpaste— 


Have you ever wondered whether your 
toothpaste is giving your teeth the 
protection they need ? Maybe it isn't. 
That’s why you should look at 
Macleans. Because Macleans actually 
gives your teeth a two-way protection, 
which is necessary for their health. 


Macleans fights destructive 
acids harder 


Leftover food particles in your mouth produce 
acids that destroy tooth enamel. Is your 
toothpaste alkaline enough to neutralise these 
acid attacks ? Macleans is. Because Macleans 
is specially formulated with an alkaline base. 
Laboratory tests demonstrate that the acid- 
neutralising action of Macleans protects teeth 
better and longer. 


Macleans fortifies tooth enamel 
simultaneously 


Clinical tests prove that Macleans helps protect 
teeth from caries. The Fluoride in Macleans 
combines with tooth enamel to strengthen it 
and increase its resistance to decay. 


Only: Macleans with its two-way action fights 
acids while it fortifies tooth enamel. 
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f the Patriotic Front 


Guerillas o 


i nter only with the written authority of 
Das high pute) in Salisbury. The atmosphere 
is tense — they are all aware that the security forces 
have ringed Delta at a distance of five kilometres and 
on one occasion attempted to refurbish a minefield 
only 1.500 metres away. .Do they intend to break out 
of their camp into thc impenetrable countryside they 
know so well? "We аге soldiers," explains comrede 
Chris. “Political soldiers. We follow the orders of the 


Party" What does he feel about the more thaa 10,000 


guerrillas killed during the past three years? He 
laughs : “War is war. In war you are my enemy. 1 
am your enemy. War is war." Asked any mildly 
taxing question, regarding, for example, the murder of 
sell-outs and the closing of schools and dip tanks, 
comrade Chris responds with a disarming guffaw and 
the words, “we are not Russia." ; 

The fate of these corralled guerrillas could yet be 
death. As K. N, Maliudi, foreign minister in the 
interim government and a member of Sitholes rump 
‘ZANU’, remarked in Wedza township : "After next 
week I expect all the foreigners will have gone and’ 
probably we will do a little bit of a bloodbath in this 
country.” Ominous for ZANLA is the lead taken by 
Nkomo in integrating ZIPRA units with the security 
forces — indeed the PF leader joined the Rhodesian 
army commander, General Macintyre in inspecting a 
guard of honour composed not only of ZIPRA but also 
of the mounted Grey’s Scouts who hunted them down 
on South African horses across the open plains of 
Matabeleland. Once again the whites are making the 
smart moves, shrewdly playing on Nkomo’s ambitions 
in order to neutralise Mugabe’s vision of a new national 
army built round the nucleus of ZANLA and ZIPRA. 

As British, Rhodesians and South Africans well 
understand, ZANU PF represents the closest approxi- 
mation to a revolutionary Party in Zimbabwe. Despite 
its Fabian manifesto, the Marxist undercurrent runs 
strong and deep. Having put the war into cold storage. 
Mugabe, like Kwame Nkrumah before him, will seek 
first the political kingdom, hoping in the process to 
avoid the fate of Patrice Lumumba. But if his follow- 
ers are denied their inheritance there will be violence. 
More than once I have heard in the streets and country- 
side : “ZANU is the people, opposition to ZANU will be 
treason against the people.” This is not a Party 
dedicated in the long term to electoral democracy, and 
the constant invocations to the Comrade President, the 
Central Committee and the High Command sound 
ions. 

Yet Mugabe himself is а man of exceptional calibre 
and integrity who may succeed in dvds the more 


intolerant elements within his ranks. It ig symptomatic. 


of the imbecility prevailing within the hite mental 
laager that every other white dreams of shooting the 
men Most likely to. asin van African society in whic 
s wi adly ne ski ki ace 
сора ии у ills сап work in ре 
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WHEN BINNY BLOSSOMS... 
DELIGHTFUL THINGS HAPPEN 


Like eye-catching prints. 


Impressive designs... 
In soft. lavable fabrics 
— 100% polyester, 


with the toughness and 

quality you expect of ` 
inny.When Binny 

blossoms...so do you! M^ 


polyester blends and 

cottons.Binny blossoms 
into а beautiful new world 
of colour and design... 
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| 
Snap up all the fun coming | 
your way at picnics, parties, ' 
birthdays, holiday trips. 

It costs less than you think. 
And it's fun all over again, 
when you've kept it all with 
just a "Click". Keep a 

Click handy. Contact your 
nearest Agfa-Gevaert dealer. 


The aim-and-shoot cameras. 
Distributors: | 
Agfa-Gevaert India Limited | 
Read. Office: | 
Merchant Chambers, | 


41, New Marine Lines, 
Bombay 400 020. 


«P Clicklll«ClickIV ` 


® Registered Trademarks of Agfa-Gevaert, Antwerp/Leverkusen. 
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Death rite for a departed spy 


By VIMAL BALASUBRAHMANYAM 


GU Smiley, one-time British Intelligence chief, is 
back from retirement in pursuit of his Biack Grail— 
Kar,a—code name for nis formidable Russian adversary, 
ше man who engineered the treason of agent Bill Hay- 
оп and incidentallv also spirited him into Ann Smiley’s 
bed. (Carre's earlier Tinker Tailor Soldier Spy). If you 
are not a Carre regular, get these facts clear and read 
on—p.ot and narrative іп the impeccabie Carre style; 
and renecung the vicious real-life goings-on in the un 
ewuncal word of agents and double-agents. 

Smileys return begins as a death rite for a depar- 
ted spy, deveiops into a relentless chase, to end in a 
sort of modern-day  Holmes-Moriarty climax minus the 
melodrama. Alı the Carre elements are there including 
the pecunar spy jargon, familiarity with wnich gives tne 
regu.ar thriller reader what can only be described as a 
sense of 'belonging'—though I'm not sure if that entirely 
expresses it. Lts much: the same feeiing an Edgar Wallace 
fan has towards the finer nuances of the London thief's 
argot of which Wallace was a master, 

For the thriller addict, Smauey's People is un-put- 
down-able, in much the same degree as, say a Len Deigh- 
ton, an Alistair Maciean or a Victor Canning in the 
sense that it has all the ingredients of a first-class spy 
story—and one that unfolds so graphically that you can 
simultaneously visualize each frame of the tlm it will 
eventually end up as. The meticulous attention to detail 
is reminiscent of Brian Garheld's Hop Scotch. And one 
can imagine the copious notes and drafts that must have 
gone into the writing of Smuey's People which is, by 
thriller standards, on the lengthy side. 

1f you are looking out for surprises, twists and 
heroics you'll be disappointed. No special who-dun-it for- 
muia here, nor any dramatic denounement. The end is 
low-key and played down, which is as it would be in real 
life. The Russians are of course painted black, and if 
the author is fair enough not to paint the British white, 
he does colour them a rather light shade of grey. 

For the Carre addict I wouid say that the latest 
offering, though gripping, will not arouse the brooding 
horror that The Spy who;Came in from the Cold must 
have. The double-dealing, buck-passing and coldblooded 


opportunism that abound in Smiley's worid are all old 


hat to the inured thriller reader. One is no longer all 
that sensitive even to sensational real-life reveiations 
about Philby, Blunt and the lot, and more recently the 
Christina Onassis rigmarole. If fiction is .distastefully 
similar to fact, and sometimes even portends events, it 
largely leaves the blase reader cold. s 

I say this not in disparagement of Carre's realism. 
But the truth is that when a spy story breaks new 
ground and then is followed by a host of similar equally 
weli-written and suspenseful stories, then it is the first 
one or the first one which a particular reader reads, 
that alone remains truly memorable. The others merely 
belong to the genre, But that is not Carre's fault and 
does not make Smuley’s People less readable, 

Two things strike me about Carre in this as well as 
other books. One is that his writing clearly if unselfcon- 
Sciously reveals his public school upbringing. And while 
his rejection of the values ingrained by such a tradition 
alsu comes across, it does not emerge as irrevocably and 
forcefully as one can distinctly feel it come through from 
Len Deighton's nameless hero who belongs to the same 
professional breed as George Smiley. Я 

The other point that strikes me every time I read 
Carre is the strong literary quality of his style. And 
while a highbrow would undoubtedly disagree with me, 


Т rather feel that a thriller which is racily written with- 


out any frills is a better thriller than one whose literary 
Overtones slow down the pace and dilute the suspense. 
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` Smiley's People by John le Carre ; Hodder and Stoughton ; 


ohn le Garre 


If form must be wholly functional for optimum results 
I think a thriller that has the essentials of its category, 
and little else, is more satisfying than a thriller that has: 
too many subtle details of characterization that blend 
more comfortabiy into a class of fiction where psycholo- 
gical insight of much greater depth is called for. This 
is not to imply that Carre's handling of his subject is 
clumsy. There is no denying his masterly story-telling 
style but the absence of a more earthy approach, I feel, 
waters down the impact of the thriller element. 

I have a theory, which I am convinced is shared by 
other lowbrow thriller addicts, that a thriller should be 
a thriller first and last and preferably nothing else. It 
can't be a good thriller unless it’s well-written and that's 
literary enough. Even realism is not an absolute must. 
There is nothing realistic about the James. Bond stories 
‘or many of the Alistair Macleans and Victor Cannings, I 
don't think this detracts from their merit as thrillers. Of 
course, while the constant depiction of the hero-spy as a 
susperman reads well enough in print, it inevitably comes 
across on the screen as a spoof. All the James Bond films 
have this spoof quality. On the other hand, the 
realism of Carre and Deighton lends itself very effecti- 
vely to cinema. : 

One can appreciate the literary quality of Carre only 
if one has the leisure to‘savour it. On that score Carre 
certainly reached a peak with The Honourable School-boy. 
While Smiley’s People was engrossing it did make mé 
impatient at times. A sort of why-don't-you-get-on-with- 
the-story feeling tempts one to infulge în a bit of judi- 
cious skipping especially if one is the type who simply 
can't resist peeping into the last page. For every one 
allusion I may have understood, and only just at that. 
(Tonlouse-Lantrec faces, for example) there must be um- 
pteen that went over my head. And while that is admit- 
tedly no credit to me, it doesn't make Smiley's People 
a better thriller than it could be. 

I do not for a minute question Carre's prerogative 
to apply a thicker literary polish than others of his ilk. 
But there is а cult by which the thriller writer who 
appeals to the highbrow receives better critical apprecia- 
tion than the pure entertainer. This I think is not quite 
fair. І expect a thriller to have а strong, slick plot and 
the dialogue. preferably witty. If there are other elements 
thar ag not bolster Ms crucial elements ud the spy story, - 

en however commendable they may be in themselves. 
they onlv detract from its value. 
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N big budget Hindi films 

like Lok Parlok, she 
provided the glamour. In 
| Malayalam films bordering 
` 5 _ on porno, she was, made to 
i | strip. She even played а 

| 


who made Jayapradha _, 
a big star in his musical / 
hit Siri Sire Muva Í 
decided to transform Z 
Manju Bhargavi f 

from a sex bomb / 

| into an actress of / 

| merit. And his — / 

| success has become; 


| director K. Viswanath 


| a topic of discus / 
1 ۴ ion in the film / 
| І industry in the 
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Jesbian once. And then : 4 


made it big in Hindi films 
Her elder sister, a doctor 
by profession, is also 
obsessed with acting and 
has a couple of assignments 
lined up in Tamil, Unlike 
Rameshwari she didn't do 
stint in Pune but decided 
to try her luck on her own, 


South, Viswanath's new . 
film Sankarabharanam 1s , 
doing really well at the 
box office and may be . 
shortly remade in Tamil. 
From the financial angle, 
the new venture appears 
to be an improvement on 
Siri Sin HE i 
Balu Maicendran has M RC 
handled the camera very WHEN Journalist 
well and it disproves the representing English 
subtle campaign against magazines go to studios, 
Balu that he only does good | some film-makers strain 
work when his favourite themselves to explain some 
Shoba is acting. sequences in English though 
they aren't really conver- 
AMESHWARI appeared | sant in the language. And 
in an arty-arty Kannada | they have evolved their 
film Kankana before she own lingo. "Just hold on", 
B ——— ————— | а veteran director told me 
i Sridevi in *Kaksha", : 


“You look up there. My 
Y а Telgu film 


"< „Жез 
i о: 
A 
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== 


heroine is hiding behind the 
door. And suddenly the 
villain will try to ‘spoil’ 
her." 'Spoil is the 
euphemism for rape. The 
next day the same director 
told me gleefully: ‘Today 
1 am shooting a scene 
showing a housewife being 
polluted..." Polluted? The 
director explained: “You 
see she’s married and her 
husband’s best friend pollu- 
tes her”. Well, if it’s the 
villain, he ‘spoils‘ and if it's 
the hero, he ‘pollutes’. 


P-COMING Sumalatha 

is a bit worried that too 
much is being made about 
her (rather her mother’s) 


nerations. It’s a fact that 
she’s in terrific demand and 
her mother says that only 
by raising the price was she 
was able to keep away 
some producers. But then, 
why not be honest and 
explain that your chubby 
daughter has enough assign- 
ments? As a matter of : 
fact, Sumalatha isn’t get- 
ting half of what Rathi 
Agnihotri and other top 
heroines are getting. But 
> she does have couple of big 
s films including Ravi Chandra 
à pposite Rajkumar. 
Lakshmi too is acting in 
the film but probably 
Sumalatha will be much 
more exciting on the screen. 


CTOR Muthunaman’s 

venture Panam Penn 
Pasam isn't doing badly 
when you compare its 
profits to some of his recent 
films but then when he 
aS a co-hero like Vijayan 
| most of the credit for the 
a 


5 


modest run of the fim, . 
| (directed by M. A. Kaja) 1S 
la hogged by you know whom: 
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IE alleged secret mar- 
riage of Vinod Mehra 

with Bindiya Goswami first 
sounded incredible. Not a 
nice, steady, respectable boy 
like our Vinod, everybody 
said—why he even plays 
the boy-next-oor, gentle іп 
his looks and behaviour! 
And he got married to 
that nice, sweet girl last 
vear at a well-publicised 
ceremony. His mother had 
selected the girl, and the 
choice - was commendable. 
Whenever there were ' 
rumours about his familiarity 
with Bindiya, he would 
fume and flare out his 
nostrils in a rage, He refu- 
sed to discuss Bindiya with 
filmi journalists. But he 
certainly did nothing to 
arrest these rumours. It is 
alleged that he was deeply 
involved with Bindiya before 
he married that nice 
gharelu Meena. He didn’t 
want to have an actress for 


a wife, as all heroes believe, : 


and so married the girl his 
Ma chose. But his so-called 
involvement with Bindiya 
grew right after the 
marriage, and they are do- 
ing a lot of films together. 
Finally they decided they 
couldn't live without each 
other and the bungalow 

he had bought, to move in 
to after his marriage and 
which had been left unoccu- 
pied for some mysterious 
reason, now houses him and 
Bindiya. He denies that 
they got married according 
to the tenets of Sufi 
religion to which they are 
rumoured to have converted 
themselves, He insists that 
She goes home every night! 
And yet, his wife stays 
with her mother-in-law in 
the old flat! If this is true. 
are secret marriages a habit 
with Vinod? Long ago, he 
was "married" to Rekha 
and now this! In the wake 
of the Zeenat-Sanjay secret 
alliance, was it a bid to 
prove that he was the 
"original"? Of late, Bindiya 
has been exercising a 
growing influénce on his life. 
(The two love-birds are 

now in a fix because Meena 
doesn't agree with the idea 
of divorce. 


GREED Shatru is a rea 
clown and can draw 
laughter each minute of the 


.day. But is it really nece- 


ssary to have these comic 
Scenes wherever he goes? 
There is this fellow who 
follows on Shatru's heels 


CC-0. 


like a puppy, with an enor- _ 
mous aluminium chair held 
in front of him for his lord’ 
and master. If Shatrt 
happens to be standng, 1 
guess it would be nice to 
have a valet and a chair |. 
handy, but when the valet 
takes things a bit too far, _ 
like bringing the chair on _ 
the steps, if Shatru happens 
to stand there or turning ~ 
the chair this way and that, | 
trying to keep up with his ^ 1 
master's hip-movements, etc 
it makes you split with — — 
laughter! And Shatru him- 
self is very good at telling 
very funny stories, These 
go together to make Shatru - 
tbe funniest man іп 2 
Bombay's filmdom. 


[EN the Pakistanis _ 4 

visited Bombay, it was 
rumoured that Shabana . 
Azmi became very interested 
in all Zaheer Abbas had to. 
Say. In fact she was so XE 
interested that she kept lis- 
tening to him wherever he _ 
went—with no eyes for М 
anyone else. 

71КЕ we said b.fure in 

SUNDAY, ше comeback. 
or farveen Bab. didn't Ё 
create too easy а p. асе: 
‘there was this feeling that 
описе she's done it, she 
can get up and go away - 
again, leaving producers in — 
the lurch. There was an ап 
of uncertainty about i 
her present plans and her 
immediate future. When she 
did report for work On - 
Sippy's prestigious project 
Shaan and when one met 
her, she seemed okay, but 
nor her cheerful, smiling 
self. The uncertainty about 
‘Parveen’s return had lent а 
air of patience and film- - 
producers are a very patien 
lot generaliy. Bang in the 
middle of her shooting: Û 
schedules which she had been _ 
honouring since she re.urned, 
Parveen just left, once more 
And she isn't coming back 
again—it is as final as that 
By the time news spread | 
that she had left, some 
alarmed people tried to. — 
contact her at her place. 
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Bindiya : One for the Vungalow 


producers who з 
enough to have 


e oe tm 


Shabana likes Zaheer, besp 
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| Blindlathi-charge 


| 

RE first glimpse of the new 
muscle that the police has ac- 

quired after the change of Govern- 

ment was seen on March 16, the 


| World Day of the Disabled. While 

the Union Education Min ster was 
giving a long speech at a function a 
few miles away, on the need to help 
the handicapped, the men of the 
Delhi Police force were busy lathi- 
charging a group of blind people 
whose only fault was that they want 
ed to meet the Prime Minister, Mrs 
Indira Gandhi. 

The National Federation of the 
Blind had organized a march from 
their office at Paharganj to Mrs 
Gandhi’s Safdarjung Road residence 
on the occasion of Disabled Day to 
present her with a memorandum of 
demands. The Federation had taker 
permission from the police before- 
hand and the straggly procession of 
225 blind mén who groped their way 
to the Prime Minister's residence 
had little idea of what was to follow. 
The procession which was escorted 
by ten policemen of the Paharganj 
police station and two traffic police- 

men, made their way slowly towards 
Mrs Gandhi's house without much 
trouble—till they reached Parliament 
Street. At his point they were told 
that they could not proceed any 
further since Section 144 CRPC was 
in foroe there which did not allow 
an assembly of more than four per- 
sons. They were also told that Mrs. 
Gandhi did not meet anybody on 
Sunday, and the blind men could 
meet her on another day. ; 

This was a bitter disappointment 
to the blind. They protested that 


they had taken permission well in 


36 


Delhi police's hour 
| TF rI —— 
Ts acd 


. By the 


of shame 


— . бА 


advance and even if Section 144 had 
been suddenly declared, why had 
they not been informed earlier by 
the. policemen who were escorting 
them? “We have come so far and we 
will not go away so easily,” the Fede- 


ration secretary Santosh Rungta told, 


the police. 

By this time about a hundred 

policemen had converged on the spot 
and under the supervision of the 
Parliament Street Station House Off- 
cer, R. L. Behl, started pushing back 
the procession. This further set the 
back up of the blind who squatted 
on the road, refusing to move. They 
said that the police would have to 
arrest them if they wanted to re- 
move them. Tension rapidly mount- 
ed as the police grew increasingly 
exasperated at the blind protestors' 
adamant attitude, 
. Suddenly, the police men decided 
it was time to act and pounced upon 
Santosh Rungta and arrested him. 
Immediately, the other blind people 
converged on the spot and the melee 
that followed soon turned into a 
grappling match between the police 
and the blind in which the former 
used their lathis freely. 

Compete chaos prevailed among 
the blind demonstrators who ran 
helter skelter, trying to escape the 
searing lathi blows. At this point 

some passers-by intervened, pleading 
with the police not to use their 
lathis on the helpless blind people. 
time the police relented, 
three blind persons had already been 
seriously injured and a number of 
them bore bruises on their faces and 
bodies. Not. satisfed at this, the 
police arrested more than a 100 
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'food. 


blind persons on charges of rioting. 

The arrested men were herded into 
police vans and taken to the Parlia. 
ment Street police station, where an- 
other strange drama started. Accord- 
ing to the blind, one of them, Lax- 
man Das, who was protesting very 
loudly at the police treatment was 
taken to another room and beaten 
up and abused in filthy language. 
When the other blind men realised 
that Laxman Das was missing, they 
created an uproar, asking for him to 
be produced. Frightened, the police 
brought him back. 

The blind men were made to wait 
in the Parliament Street police 
station for about three hours from 1 
to 4 pm, when they were again pack- 
ed into police vans and taken to the 
Patiala House Courts. Here they 
were left inside the vans for more 
than three hours. Throughout this 
time they were refused water or 
When they asked the cons 
tables standing guard  oustide to 
let them out, or at least open the 
vans' doors so that they could breathe 
some fresh air, the constables told 
them "Only our officers have keys 
for the vans. You have to wait". 

Finally, the police took the Fede- 
ration secretary Rungta to the Patia- 
la House Court Magistrate, Mr K. C. 
Lohiya. According to Rungta, the 
magistrate asked him whether he and 
his colleagues would behave in 
future. When Rungta said they would 
again try to reach the Prime Minis- 
ter’s residence if released, the magis- 
trate reportedly told him that the 
blind men would then have to spend 
the night in Tihar Jail. 

After this brief interview Rungta 
was brought back and locked up with 
his companions in the van. Around 8 
pm, the van’s doors were opened and 
the blind prisoners were told that 
they could now get down and drink 
water, The men breathed sighs of re- 
lief. Most of them were without food 
and water for nearly the whole day. 
As if this were not enough, a cruel 
trick was played on them again. As 
they were lining up for water, the 
police took off in the vans, leaving 
them to fend for themselves. To add 
to their misery, the police men had 
also taken away their sticks with 
which they normally felt their way 
about on the streets, 

Meanwhile the three injured per- 
Sons were first taken to police hospi- 
tal. Two of them were discharged 
but one of thm, Ramesh Chandra 
Soni, who suffered multiple bruises 
on his back and waist, was admitted 
to Lady Irwin Hospital, According to 
Soni, he was not given any food Or 

g y А 
water the whole day and night in 
Spite of repeated requests. 

. The incident figured prominently 
in the next day's newspapers an 
when the blind went to the Prime 
Minister's residence the next mori- 
ing, the police who seemed vastly 
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meeting her. Mrs Gandhi herself ex. hile the blind as well as eyewit- members managed to sneak out an 
pressed deep regret at the Pee nesses to the incident say that the break through the boundary of E 
} day's incident and announced that a 5 ice had unnecessarily used brute mission to inform the police. But 
" judicial enquiry would be started in. тсе on the helpless people the poli- luck that night was not on the side 
to it. The Parliament Street SHO has t stoically maintain that it was of the innocent. A police posse had _ 

| been suspended pending the inquiry's PENES and not they who were at already left to investigate a murder. 

) findings. lon e New Delhi District Commi- that had taken place earlier that 
| This announcement failed to molli- " oner of Police P, R. S. Brar, said, evening. per 
fy irate Ovposition members іп Par. ЕР! by the Press to sen- Ву the time the police did arrive, 
liament. The very same day, they sationalise a minor incident. “We it was all over. The intruders had 
rose unitedy in the Lok Sabha ana Were trying to help the blind and left and the single gunshot had 
| staged an angry walkout after the ште үш a minor scuffle, Не d Ire 9, гаш EIL 
| speaker refused to permit a discus. ^ tenis. at the police had ME Тлег меге deep njur eaen his ore- 
| sion on the incident. Later both Mrs у gence reports оп March ad an emple, while the right 
| hi. ana those 24 that the blind demonstrators were temple was no longer recognisable 
| Sep creased пере ШИТ ZA planning to “court arrest’ and with the bullet wound. To all in- 
| latter insisted on describing the lath аа Do had bee pau О 
| Ses men " a en shot at point-blank range. 

| charge as a “minor scuffle”. AJOY BOSE, New Delhi 

| ' А ОСИР ONNAPARAMBIL Matthew 
would have been 42 on June 14 
| л ES this year. he ove) warmhearted 
| AN ‘ale th ch h priest came from а traditiona 
; "5 54. Catholic family of  Arakulam, in 
Y айар ег urc man Kerala. pter completing hisi cany 
FAN [1 д education first at emperi distric 
i dy rdered and later at Calicut he joined the 
Е Society of Jesus іп Раїпа іп 1960. 
В 2 Е He then studied philosophy апа 
But justice remains elusive theology in Pune and Kurseong be- 
fore he Wass finaly ordained fees 
Я тк Е priest in ; ter a stint with the 
T. ANNE'S Catholic Church at — Catholic Church, Shahpur, in Bhojpur 
district; he finally moved to St. 
Anne’s Church at Sasaram in 1975. 
It was there that he took over the 
task of looking after the Catholic 
population of the area—about 200 of 
them—in addition to organising phi- 
lanthropic work for the poor, — 
It is difficult to find a possible 
reason for the murder, although 
there had been a certain amount of 
friction between the dead priest and 
the local people. On one occasion 
Father Matthew had taken strong 
action against some teachers of the 
area. On another he had requested - 
the parents of students at the Jocal 
school to donate  foodgrain to help 
the poor, a gesture that had been 
resented by the students, who had 
observed a two-day strike. In addi- 
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“Y Sasaram in Bihar nestles among 
the gently sloping foothills 
of the region. It is an area of 
peace and tranquillity, a sylvan set- 
ting not far from the tomb of the 
great Sher Shah. The normal church 
service was held on the evening- of 
March 7, as it was the first Friday of 
the month. There was the usual 
knot of parishoners gathered for the 
mass which was conducted by Father 
Matthew, the spiritual head of the 
mission. The final benediction over, 
Father Matthew rose and sat on a 
bench behind the catechists and the 
village teachers who had participated 
in the evening service. 

Without any warning, the calm 
was shattered. Four armed men 
clad in rustic arments burst into ) 
the churchyard abd as they approach- tion, Father Matthew had beon pur : 
ed the priest, one of them called out Father Matthew suing a case against  culprits ©, 9 
"Here is the man". Immediately an. father Matthew ааа attacked the nearby convent E 
other priest, Brother D'Souza, known snatched the keys of the locker from JST: which REUS haye antagonisna 
in the area as Swamy Shilanand, in- him and went on the rampage. Every- D Nem Tm difficult to! pin 
tervened to try and reason with the thing in the room was rummaged Е соата dés as the cans 
intruders. The words of the Catho: through; they pocketed all the ME n S 
lic “Swamy” appeared to have Some cash they found and in addition took 0 р 
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sort of an effect on the armed men. everything else they could lay HE Sasaram case cannot be take 

One of them shouted “Don’t touch el AE E $ 1 $ in isolation. The. Vicar General 
him," and the others backed away The suspense mounted outside till of the Patna diocese, Father В. J. 
from the bearded monk who Was the sound of a single gunshot rent Osta relates several gory incidents 
clad in his customary saffron robe. the deadly silence of the might. that have taken place in Bihar in the 


But there was no mercy for Father ere about thirty people, most- recent past, leaving those connected 
Matthew. One of the marauders held S D. present inside the with the Church "under constant 
a knife at his ribs, while another church, all of whom had participated — fear of repression and persecution". 
covered him at gunpoint and dragged jn the evening service. Along with Не can instantly call to mind ten 
him away to his residence which was two other priests they tried to get cases relating to harassment, torture, 
barely ten yards away. Inside Whe | gut and raise the alarm but in vain. threats, injuries and murder. 
house was Father Joseph Mann, an They were kept at bay by one of the On March 29, 1979, the sisters of 
American who had founded the. remaining gunmen. Outside, the the convent school adjacent to the 
church in the Sixties for the spiritual driver of the mission jeep tried to mission where Father Matthew was 
uplift of the local people. But there drive out and race to the police murdered were sitting down to their — 
was nothing he could do to help tation but the odds меге against dinner when seven gunmen entered 
Father Matthew. The aged American him, The sound of the engine being the premises through the kitchen, 
was disabled and too feeble to try started brought the fourth gunman The sisters were made to line up and 
and help. in his path and the valiant attempt Were beaten ue by the gunmen wh 

into proved fruitless. en seized their keys and decam 
his. ather Matthew wee angatag sh Miraculously, one of the staff with all the money on the: рге! ШЫ 
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hostel girls were injured. 


well Father Goveas 


April 1967 and the house 


occupants stumbled 


Francies 


out, 


ran; he was trussed with ropes and 
relieved of all his valuables. Even 
Father Mann, the founder of the 
Sasarafn mission, had been shot at 
on three occasions, the first of which 
was in 1965. In fact, even today, the 
ailing priest still has fragments of 
pellets embedded in his body, an all- 
too-real reminder of the attacks. 
"There are endless other cases. The 
mission church of Basauni in Mon- 
ghyr district is having its own prob- 
Jems with a sadhu of the locality. 
The sadhu, who is alleged to have 
encroached on the  mission's Jand, 
has involved the priests in endless 
litigation, one of his accusations be- 
ing that a priest from the church 
stole an idol from a temple, In Na- 
- wadah district, on October 23, 1979 
Father Sequire was handcuffed 
and paraded in public at the local 
— bazar because an FIR (First Inform- 
_ ation Report) lodged with the police 
_ charges the priest with the attempt- 
ed murder of a villager. Church 
authorities, however, point out that 
the priest had served local harijans 
for 14 years, and that the claim is 
sheer nonsense. It is nothing short of 
"humiliation to a Catholic priest", 
they insist. Others recall a similar 
incident when Father Matthew him- 
self was beaten up severely by a mob 
while concucting a prayer service. 
Yet another inc'dent that shook 
the Catholic world was the murder of 
- Father Martins-k at the Mokameh 
mission, on February 20 last year. 
Yet, Church authorities 


Priests at Mupra village in Sitamarhi 
given life sentences, but such 
ents continue to occur and the 
rits remain at large. 

The Vicar General says “We were 
Ansecure during the Janata rule, 


еп though the Bill has only- 


jans. In some areas the air remains ` 


In addition they also took with them 
a tape recorder, a radio, wristwatch- 
es and whatever else they could car- 
ry. In the melee, four of the young 


There have been other instances as 
was hacked to 
death in the most brutal manner in 
January 1966, Father Welzmiller was’ 
attacked by thieves in May the same 
year. The Nazer mission in Monghyr 
district was attacked by a mob in 
in which 
Father Francis and some others were 
sheltering was set on fire. When the 
Father 
was manhandled by the 
;mob. The late Father Farrell was at- 
tacked in Chanpatia, West Champa- 


colleague waited in vain. 
E pm, a posse of policemen from 


the 
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in danger of being ignored. 

What has the Patna diocese done 
for the people of Bihar? It furnishes 
a quick list. It runs 113 .primary 
schools and secondary schools, 17 
high schools, one college—the premier 
women's college in | Patna—three 
training and teaching institutions in 
addition to three nurses and mid- 
wives’ institutions. That is not all. 
There are also 32 dispensaries, 12 
orphanages, three homes for the old 
and disabled, besides several leper 
centres, 

The state of Bihar has a total 
Catholic population of 6.5 lakhs, so 
it is no surprise that Christians feel 
that they have as much right as any 
others to preach their religion. On 
March 4, 1979, a year and three days 
. before the murder of Fa.her Mat- 
thew, a local Hindi daily had carried 
an editorial to which a rejoinder was 
sent by the general secretary of the 
Christian Welfare Association, Bihar, 
The matter seemed to be forgotten 
till the secretary received an anony- 
mous letter which claimed that Jesus 
Christ had in fact come to India to 
learn yoga from the Buddhists. The 
letter added that all religions in the 
world originated from Hinduism and 
suggested that the secretary himself 


convert to Hinduism. The secretary 
had no knowledge about Indian reli- 
gions and culture, it emphasised. The 
most virulent part of the letter jg 


' supposed to have said something to 


-the effect that if Christians do not 
convert to Hinduism, there will be no 
alternative but to gun them down. 
Copies of this letter were also sent to 
the Governor of Bihar amd the 


police. i : 

As if by coincidence, 40 bishops 
had assmebled at a conference in 
Patna on the day that Father Mat- 


thew was murdered. "We view with 


anguish and concern all these af. 
fronts to human dignity and gross 
violations of human rights" they 


said in a joint statement. They went 
on to voice their concern at the re- 
currence of atrocities against hari- 
jans, minorities and other weaker 
sections. They feel it is something 
much worse than the mere break- 
down of law and order, and have ask- 
ed for a CBI probe into the ind- 
dent. “The time has come,” the state- 
ment said, to "take a united stand 
against all such cases of flagrant in- 
justice". Six persons have since been 
arrested. 


Death in police custody 
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Kamal Thakur's identity card 
N the fateful evening of Febru- 
ary 26, 25-year-old Kamal Tha- 

kur sat gossiping with his friends a 
stone’s throw away from his lowly 
railway quärters in Golmohur colo- 
ny near the Howrah railway station. 
His shoes were carefully polished 
and he had donned a new pair of 
trousers, Kamal was all set fo go tc 
a colleague's wedding thzt night. His 
At about 


he adjoining Golabari police station 
took Kamal away and put him in the 
thana lock-up room for the night. 
The next morning while still in poli- 
ce custody, Kamal Thakur died and 
his friend who had in the mean time 
become a married man threw away 
wedding sweets he had kept 


ate Museum, Hazratganj. Lucknow 


aside for Kamal. Kamal's name will 
be added to the long list of unfortu- 
nate men and women who have died 
in police custody over the years in 
India. 

Ката], whose real name was Pro- 
nobendra Nath Thakur, was employ- 
ed as a khalasi with Eastern Rail- 
ways in Howrah. Third among five 
brothers, Kamal's retired father was 
also with the railways. According to 
the statement prepared by the poli- 
ce after Kamal’s death, he was arres- 


ted in connection with case number 


15 dated 4.2.80 under sections 326 
and 307 of the Indian Penal Code 
and sections 6 (3) of the Iídian-EX- 
plosives Act. The: police case alleged 
that Kamal, along with a “lo 
dy", Nemai Roy, and a few 
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nad attacked Manik Chand  Singh's 
hotel located in the vicinity. The “mi 
creants" allegedly used bombs and 
Singh had to be hospitalised with 
grave injuries. Soon after the inci- 
dent, Nemai Roy surrendered in the 
court of the subdivisional judicial 
magistrate, Howrah and eventually 
on February 26, Kamal was arrested 
in the railway colony. Police spokes- 
men alleged that Kamal Thakur was 
a local rough with a criminal back- 
ground and, between 1974 and 1980, 
he was involved in six cases for off- 
ences under various sections of the 
Indian Penal Code, the Explosive 
Substances Act and the Maintenance 
of Public Order Act. Of these, three 
cases were for attempted murder. 

After his arrest on the evening of 
February 26, Kamal spent the night 
in the police lock-up along with 
other detainees. Next morning, the 
police decided to take him to the em- 
ergency ward of the Howrah General 
Hospital. At 11.50 am, the hospital 
informed the Howrah police station 
that Kamal had been brought to the 
hospital in "dead condition". The au- 
topsy later revealed that  Kamal's 
death was caused by injuries which 
were ante mortem and homicidal in 
nature, A high-ranking police officer 
who met me, said: “Obviously, 
Kamal was alive when he was arres- 
ted. He may have died in the police 
lock-up, on the way to the hospital 
or after reaching the haspital. But 
one thing is very clear: he died in 
police custody". 

It was thus an “unnatural death 
case" and because the death took 
place while Kamal was in police cus- 
tody, according to the statutory rul- 
es, a magisterial enquiry was conduc- 
ted by the executive magistrate, 
Howrah. On the basis of his findings, 
a murder case (number 63/80) un- 
der 302 of the IPC was registered at 
Golabari police station on February 
28 and the investigation into Kamal’s 
death has been handed over to the 
CID. Kamal's father has also filed a 
criminal suit against the inspector-in- 


charge, Golabari thana, and other offi- 


cers attached to the police station. 
Since there were apprehensions that 
the Golabari policemen may obstruct 
the process of investigation into 
Kamal's death, the inspector-in-char- 
ge, a sub-inspector and two constabl- 
es of the thana who had arrested 
Kamal on February 26, were trans- 
ferred. Mr Swarup Mukherjee, SP, 
Howrah was given special instruc- 
tions to leave no stone unturned in 
bringing the culprits to book. 


OON after Kamal’s death, the 
inevitable occurred. Congress (I) 
MLAs raised a hue and cry in the 
State Assembly. The Party's spokes: 
men described Kamal as a Congress 
(I) worker who was killed by the 
police at the behest of the State's rul 
ing coalition, the Left Front. Various 
speakers from the opposition benches 
said that Kamal's death in police cus- 
tody reflected the deteriorationg law 
and: order situation in West Bengal 
and demanded the Government's re- 
signation on this issue. When this 
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Correspondent visited Golmohur colo- 
ny, Some people said that Kamal was 
a Congress (I) worker while a large 
number of people thought otherwise. 

A Bihari shopkeeper who owns a 
shop near the railway colony said: 

€ poor youth died in police 
custody. For their own selfish 
reasons some people are now 
Saying that he was a Congress 
(D worker. I dont know whe- 
ther he was one during his life 
or he has been made опе  posthu- 
mously. But Saheb, the  police's 
zoolum is well known. They should 
have thought about Kamal's old par- 
ents before doing what they did 
when he was in their custody". In 
the State Assembly, Jyoti Basu dec- 
lared that “Kamal was not known to 
have affiliation to any political Party. 
No political Party except in the pre- 
sent instance claimed him as a sup- 
porter on earlier occasions". He also 
promised that the Government “is 
firm in its resolve to take appropriate 
action against persons whose compli- 
city in the tragic and regrettable af- 
fair may come to light in the course 
of the investigation". 

Eventually, it’s for the courts to 
decide whether Kamal was killed by 
the policemen or he succumbed tc 
the injuries which the police claim 
Kamal had on his person at the time 
of arrest, Kamal's case has not set 
any precedents because the practice 
of torture by the police are both 
widespread and have been investiga- 
gated by several commissions of in- 
quiry. Thana officials confess in pri- 
vate conversation that beating up an 
accused is the most common thing at 
police stations. Sometimes the thra- 
shing is meted out with the sole in- 
tention of extracting a statement 
and on other occasions to teach the 
accused a lesson. The police baton is 
the instrument normally used for 


Hard times 
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\ KS i nt f 
[FE tempestuous daughter o 
the late Pakistani President 
Bhutto, is in _trouble wıth her 
Partymen according to. George Fer- 
nandes. Benazir, 26, who donned 
the mantle of her father as Party 
leader, after he was hanged, is 
committed to antiimperialism, so- 
cialism and secularism, She talks 
about this to her Partymen in the 
way her father did. But with one 
difference—she is genuine while 
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punishment and applied freely on 
the accused's palms or soles. Such 
punishment, apart from causing sear- 
ing pain does not leave behind any 
evidence of torture for the courts to 
detect, Often, a blanket is wrapped 
around the person before the beat- 
ing so that no external injuries are 
inflicted. A police officer who is now 
engaged in writing a thesis on poli- 
ce behaviour said that in many tha- 
nas there are sub-inspectors who love 
beating people in the lock-up, some- 
times for sadistic pleasure alone. 
And once in a while, someone is 
beaten up more than others and may 
sustain injuries which may prove 
fatal. A policeman usually takes a 
detainee to an adjoining room in the 
thana and uses the lathi. 

Police brutality does not end with- 
in the confines of a thana though it 
is here that teenage girls have been 
raped and detainees done to death. 
Several commissions have been insti- 
tuted in the past to look into "police 
encounters" and “jail firings’ too. 
Wrongful detention and misuse of 
power entrusted in the hands of poli- 
cemen has been proved on umpteen 


occasions. And police brutality and 
inefficiency has generally no direct 
counection with ruling Parties; the 


practice is too deep rooted to be 
erased within the short period of any 
Party's reg.me. The Left Front, after 
it came to power in mid-77, made an 
attempt to reorganise the police for- 
ce and weed out corruption and high- 
handed methods which had become 
as good as Police Manual regulations. 
Chief Minister Jyoti Basu was not 
howev.r over-optimistic, He said : 
“The mentality ot the police cannat 
be changed overnight. It will take 
some time”. 


S.N.M. ABDI, Calcutta 


Bhutto was what is called “р 
matic”. “This,” says Fernande 
not liked by bigwigs of the Pa 
tan People's Party, who have u 
anti-imperialist and рго-$о‹ 
slogans only to rally round the 
poor. Bhutto's commitment to the 
poor was qualitatively the same as _ 
Mrs Gandhi's commitment 
Garibi Hatao, It was a conveni 
unfailing vote-gathering.. exer 

As for the General Secretary 
the People's Party, General T 
e 


when the Parliamentary 
results were coming in and he: 

dazedly, “What will happen no 
What are we going о do?" 


HE fate of the  food-for-work 

` (FEW) programme at cum 
а dusty, sprawiüng,  Jatdominated 
village 17 km-from Bhiwani, hangs 
precariously in the balance. An ugly 
Jat-Harijan caste war threatens 10 
stop all work. deprive hundreds о 
innocent villagers of their daily 
quotes of wheat, and destroy the 
wauuie foundation of the scheme — а 
scnsa of community. Working toge- 
ther now seems almost impossible 
for the Jat and the Harijan: both 
see themselves divided by caste and 
fate. born to live and work apart. 

The caste conflict, though still 
subdued. is an outcome of the FFW 
Scheme itself. The Jats, grudging 
the manner in which Harijans were 
toiling on the sites in large num- 
bers and being handsomely paid for 
it, felt cheated and manoeuvred to 
push them out. The Harijans pro- 
tested and complained, but to по 
avail. The Jats meanwhile got more 
bitter Their jealousy grew into 
hatred. The result was a cruel social 
boycott: the landless Harijans were 
ordered to stay away, not only from 
the FFW sites but also other agricul- 
tural plots. Most  Harijans now re- 
main confined to their own quarters, 
left with no other means of liveli- 
hood. 

Danana, а rough. bumpy, 20- 
minute bus ride from Bhiwani, is a 
rugged, scattered hamlet with remar- 
kably city-like collections of houses 
in some parts. The buildings, which 
rise amidst crowds of thatched roofs 
Stand as symbols of the Harijans' 
growing prosperity. Many of them 
belong to men who have found jobs 
in sundry Government departments, 
from the state transport service to 
the Army, thanks to the preference 
they get in recruitment procedures. 
Economic independence was follow- 
ed by a new consciousness of their 

rights. Some of the employed Hari- 
jans are active trade unionists who 
have introduced their village brethren 
to unfamiliar ideas of revolt. Soon, 
the Harijans saw themselves at par 
with the Jats, who, in turn, found 
their feudal relalonship with land- 
less Harijans threatened. Even as the 
Jats owned most of the land, the 
Harijans do not look to them, but 
to cities and towns for work. Of 
course, a large number of Harijans 
who survive on odd chores like clea- 
ning houses and streets. still lead a 
hand-to-mouth existence. The ban on 
Harijan labour has deprived them 
Of a vital means of  livelihood— 
agricultural wages, 
The caste war is а sequel to the 
FFW scheme's but sure pro- 
gress over the previous year. Work 
on the scheme started on March 27, 
1979, between which date and the 
end of January a total of 4,800 man- 
days of employment was generated. 
A number of impressive projects 
were completed. Several roads and 
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The Harijan basti 


(le 
lanes were paved with mud, wells 
dug in Harijan localities, walls erec- 
ted around а girls’ primary school 
and public lavatories for men and 
women built. The total number of 
beneficiaries for the period ig esti- 
mated at 600, about half of whom 
are women. Six kg of wheat was 
given everyday for digging a trench 
ten feet by ten feet. to a lead of 
eight feet. For those owning camels 
and bullocks. the work allotted was 
much more, for 18 kg of wheat per 
ay. 

All work on the projects is plan- 
ned and conducted by the ten-mem- 
ber village panchayat. Only two of 
the members are Harijans, Krishan 
Chand, a valmiki, and Gopi Ram, a 
chamar. There are two brahmins in 
the body, another person named 
Krishan Chand and Munni Ram, 
while the rest, Chandan Singh, Gan- 
di, Daleep, Dop Singh, the wife of 
Megh Raj and the headman, Ramesh- 
war, are Jats.. y 

Work had been going on for some 
time on a large water tank in the 
village. On January 8, the headmaa 
Rumeshwar declared that only those 
who owned animals should turn up 
üt the site. The work was too heavy 
tor men, and since the digging was 
making slow progress, he said it 
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ould be done [faster with camels 
unl bullocks. The fiat eliminated 
Harijans, most of whom do not owr 
camels or bullocks. Frustrated and 
angry, the Harijans went in a dele. 
gation to Bhiwani and reported the: 
matter to the Deputy Commissioner, 
Mr Chander Singh. Mr Singh assu. 
red them of all help and referred 
the matter to the  sub-divisiona] 
magistrate, Mr Prahlad Singh. The 
SDM in turn contacted the village 
headman, Rameshwar. But the worst 
was yet to come. Instead of redress 
ing the Harijans’ grievances. the 
headman issued another fiat, forbid- 
ding any encroachment on agricultu. 
val plots. Anyone found guilty of 
doing so would be fined Re 29, he 
warned. The Harijans saw in this 
an act of vengeanve. Though out. 
wardly meant to prevent unauthori. 
sed encroachment on land, the order 
was actually aimed against Harijans, 
since most of them depend solely 
on agricultural wages from work on 
Others’ — especially the Jats’ — 
plots, 

The effect of the order was to keep 
the Harijans confined to their own 
localities. Tiara Panna, Kalan and 
Milan. It was forcible internment. 
There was no way they could go to, 
or even find work. Many of them 
were forced tu depend on each others’ 
charity. The few who had animals 
gave them away to relatives far and 
near, because fodder could not be 
brought from the fields. Even at 
the time of writing, most of them 
were living in intense fear. “Hamare 
koi nah? sundi,” (No one listens to 
us) groaned an old Harijan. “They 
do not let us go to the fields, even 
go out of the village. We cannot do 
anything. We are ‘weak, and poor’. 
he went on pitiably. 

Many Harijans, the poorest among 
them, could hardly even have a 
Square meal a day. Unable to bear, 
the hardship. a few of them, Nihala. 
Arbaroo, Balla and Sher Singh, sold: 
off their belongings and fled the 
village to find work elsewhere. Work 
on the FFW projects had completely 
stopped for about a month. News of 
unrest in the village spread, and the 
“bandh” created a stir. But surpri- 
singly, none of the authorities seem- 
ed concerned. AJl along. the police 
in the village remained silent specta- 
tors to the intimidation of Harijans. 

The "bandh" was still on when 
this reporter visited the village. In 
Spite of its fairly large population of 
about 3.000 the whole. landscape see- 
med deserted. and most of the work- 
sites were abandoned. Harijan wo- 
men walked in groups on their way 
to collect dung cakes and fill water 
pots. Children played quietlv outside 
their homes, Only the adults staved 
Indoors, A tacit understanding bet- 
ween the Jats and Harijans ensured 
that women and children would not 

touched in the .caste war. There 
Was, however, an exception: Harijan 
children were, not ane allowed to 


enter one of the village’s primary 
schools, : 


„On February 24, a team of valmi- 
kis led by their representative in 
the panchayat went to the headman 
and "apologised". They assured him 
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; labourers, small farmers, 


of their cooperation 
to be allowed to work. The headman 
agreed, but laid down three condi. 
tions: one. they would be given 

ages of Rs 8 per day for the work 
(as against Rs 10 given earlier), they 
should bring the animals to the plots 
at ten in the morning and leave at 
five in the evening and thirdly, all 
disputes or complaints should be 
taken to the headman, and not any 
district official. Following the assu- 
rance, a few valmikis were allowed 
to join work on the FFW sites, 

The tension in the village is obvi- 
ous. The Harijans complain that the 
Jats pass unfriendly remarks about 
their caste when they walk past 
them on a street. The hostility is 
sharpening with the attitude of a 
few wealthv Jats in the village who 
seem intent on hurting the Harijans. 
One of them, Arnani who owns 300 
bighas, is planning to start a college 
exclusively for the Jats, that -will not 
admit Harijans, or so the latter say. 
"The danger is that we don't have 
weapons, or strength. We have no 
choice but to submit to the Jats. We 
do what the sarpanch tells us. We 
are 500 against their 1,500", said an 
angry youth, when this reporter met 
a group of Harijan leaders in the 
upper storey room of a dingy mud 
house. "They have all the land" 
another said. “They can do what 
they like with it. But we survive on 
their land, what happens to us?" he 
asked. 

Most of the Harijans were ready 
to work with the Jats and others on 
the FFW programme, purely out of 
self-interest, but were being preven- 
ted from doing so. The Harijans have 
another explanation for Jat hostility. 
Since most ‘of them voted for the 
Janata candidate Balwant Rai Tayal 
in the recent midterm poll, and the 
Jats supported the Lok Dal candi- 
date Chandráwati, and both lost, the 
Jats are taking it out on the Hari- 
jans for not having supported their 
candidate. Bansi Lal was elected, 
they think, on Harijan support. 

According: to a "Quick evaluation 
Study of the Food for Work Pro- 
gramme” (August — October, 1979) 
by the Programme Evaluation Orga- 
Nisation of the Planning Commis- 
Sion, “it is found that only in five 
districts (іп the country) namely 
Guntur (Andhra Pradesh), Bhojpur 
(Bihar), Bhandara and Nasik (Maha- 
rashtra) and Burdwan (West Bengal), 
there is some system . registration 
of labourers. In the rest of the dis- 
tricts, it is learnt that those who 
offer work are employed on the vari- 
Ous programmes. It was also repor- 
ted that the  Panchayat Samitis at 
*he village level do not find any sig- 
nificant difficulty in getting labou- 
rers. There is also no system under 
which any preference is given to the 
poorer sections like the landless 
marginal 
farmers, scheduled castes and sche- 
duled tribes.” The report itself pin- 
Points Bhiwani district for difficul- 
ties in implementing the project, 


Ihough it does not mention the pre- 


cise nature of these difficulties. The 
act is, they are essentially social, 
Dot administrative. 


. IRures on the FFW scheme rela- 
ting to the whole of Bhiwani indi- 
€ that it is benefiting the wrong 
people. Of 40 beneficiaries interview- 
ied the district, six persons were 
cu tivators, six agricultural labourers 
(the neediest section) and 24 non- 
agricultural labourers. 
f sked to comment on the report's 
THES about his district, the РС. 
iwani, Mr Chander Singh took the 
PEO report in his hands and read 
it closely. “They have not specified 
what exactly the difficulties are,” he 
said slowly. “As far as my district is 
Concerned. I think the major prob- 
em is that we have less overseers, 
that is section officers or junior en- 
Біпеегѕ. We have already requested 
the State Government to help us in 
this regard. More section officers 
and engineers are now to be recrui- 
ted through the PCS examination, 
the Government has assured из. 
Since this is a drought affected dis- 
trict the demand for the FFW pro- 
gramme is high—about 6,500 metric 
tonnes of wheat. The programme 
has had a good effect on prices. The 
issue price of wheat has stabilised 
at Rs 137 per quintal, whereas it 
used to be as high as 140 to 150 be- 
fore.” Asked about the caste friction, 
he said: “As soon as we heard about 
it, we took action. I do not think 
there is any trouble now. The camels 
and bullocks have been withdrawn, 
and so has the fine of Rs 25.” 

When told that the situation in 
the village continued to be tense, 
and could only improve if a senior 
Officer were posted there for some 
time, Mr Singh disagreed. “That 
will not help. If caste feelings 
exist, they cannot be removed by 
posting officers. In any case, the 
trouble is over.” The fact is, most 
Harijans were still not working be- 
cause they were being threatened, 
overtly and covertly. . 

Even when the Нагіјапѕ worked 
under the scheme, their daily needs 
were hardly met, they .complain. 
They would be employed only for 
five or six days in a month, and 
spend the rest of the time working 
on the Jats plots. The quantity of 
wheat they obtained from a day's 
work—six kg—was never enough to 
stock them for the whole month: a 
Harijan family of four needs roughly 
four maunds of wheat per month. 
Even. with this, a Harijan family 
survives on two meals of onion, rotis 
and pickle every day. 

“None of us knows how much 
wheat is brought from Вамапі 
Khera, the block headquarters. It 
comes to the sarpanch, and he 
keeps it where he wants. Now only 
the Jats are working on the sites. 
They get all the wheat, while we 
starve,” said an angry Harijan. 
“Byen the moneylenders do not give 
us any money.” he added loudly. The 
resentment continues, but few of 
them expect the district officials to 
take any action. Most of the Hari- 


j ave given up thé FFW pro- 
jan Е for a Jat showpiece and 
resigned themselves to what they 


call “our fate”. 


NIRMAL MITRA, Bhiwani 


СС-0. In Public Domain. UP State Museum, Hazratganj. Lucknow 
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too sure about where the | sies. abroad that Indians | i the Chi 
Sun Temple is, or who| who travelled outside the 9 | Imphal, 
Sher Shah was, ог when | country had a remarkably, Е did. Sudc 
the Carnatic Wars were | scant knowledge about their a one of t 
|fought, don't lose  any|own culture. The embassy [3 thing hai 
sleep over it. All is not | officials added that this was | i some of 
yet lost. If you feel that you | a constant source of embar- curicusly 
will not be able to answer | rassment in view of the | bu The pick 
queries on India from ‘your | number of queries made by | oy | | | the sou 
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and even India's foreign po- ‘ / | 
licy, to clear away all the ; 4 l 
cobwebs. “Some people know || i A | 
that Kathakali is a dance || ; Fd | 
form, but you ask them to f 


for people intending to take 
a trip across India's borders. 
"Indians going abroad are 
quite ignorant about their 
own culture," Jamail Ahmed 
Khan told Saumitra Baner- 
|jee in Delhi. Khan, who is 
the programme officer in 


ых 


charge of the course for | elaborate on that and they . ES | Was Cap! 
Indians going abroad, added, | are lost, said Khan. The з first man 
"You'd be surprised, but | course will be conducted by V | surf that 
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Gold shoulder 


was an Ordinary run-of- 
the-mill day at the construc- 
tion site. Labourers went 
about their excavation in 
the Chiengmeirong Hills, 
Imphal, as they normally 
did. Suddenly the pickaxe of 
one of them struck some- 
thing hard with a clang and 
some of the others looked 
curicusly іп his direction, 
The pick swung again and 
the sound was repeated, 
Convinced 
something under the earth, 
the labourers started dig. 
ging for whatever it was 
with ti hands lest they 


damage it, Slowly it became 
Was Captain Cook really the 
first man to wade through the 


surf that washed the shores 
of Australia? According to 
Captain U. Shankar Rao, it 
is quite likely that he was 
not. Though it is generally 
accepted that Cook's men 
discovered the land that we 
know today as Down Under, 
Captain Rao feels that he 
might really have been 
beaten to it. The Captain, 
who is the honorary curator 
of the National Maritime 
museum in Bombay, has a 


theory that Australia was 
discovered by ‘Tamilians 
long before 1770, the year 


when Cook and his men 


that there was | f 


visible. There was i 
Precious stones: it eee 
ordinary metal image of a 
m The labourers looked a 
ittle disappointed, but there 
Was more in store for them 
In adcition to some more 
metal images there appear- 
e a beautiful golden 
image weighing about a kilo- 
gram. The news spread ra- 
pidly and the site was in- 
stantly surrounded by crowds 
rom the villages nearby, 
who claimed collective own- 
ership of the statuette. Tt 
was their old village deity, 
they insisted, which had 
somehow been misplaced. 


Cooking Captain 
Cook’s goose 


planted the Union Jack on 
the soil of the new land. 
The reason? An Indian 
wreck was discovered off 
the coast of New Zealand in 
1836. The vessel was the 
Mahadigbaksh, while the 
ship's bell had Tamil ins- 
criptions on it, This bell is 
currently on display at the 
Dominican Museum in New 
Zealand, and a photograph 
of the bell was displayed at 
an exhibition which opened in 
Bombay on March 14. Cap- 
tain Rao feels that in view 
of the early maritime activi- 
ties of the Tamils, it is on 
the cards that Cook, in fact, 
was second in line. 


Time of 
What does Dom Moraes 
feel about the furore over 


his book Bombay, produced 
by Time-Life Publications? 
‘Ym frankly surprised at 
the amount of publicity this 
book seems to be getting. 
It’s really quite out of pro- 
portion to the sort of book 
is and the kind of func- 
tion it is supposed to fulfil." 
The first copies of the book, 
the latest in the Time-Life 
serles on great cities, had 
hardly landed on Indian 
shores when they were im. 
pounded by Indian Customs. 
The reasons were threefold: 
firstly there was a photo 
graph of a corpse being 
faken to a Parsee Tower of 
Silence; secondly, there was 
a nude photograph of the 
deity Parvati; thirdly, Karna- 
lipura—Bombay’s largest red 
ight area—had been written 
about. 

To the charge that, these 
days it seems to have be- 
come traditional for Indians 
to turn into self-styled ex- 
patriates and deliver hyste- 


his Life 


tical tirades against their 

homeland, Moraes has a 
very matter-of-fact answer. 
"You can hardly call many 
af us Indians in the true 
sense. Nirad Chaudhry is 
thoroughly Edwardian in 
both his writing style and 
thoughts. Vidya (Naipaul) 
and I are something like his- 
torical, accidents” ; 

What does he feel about his | 
book? “Bombay is easily the | 
most  unsatisfying k I 
have ever written. There 
were two, editors, who were 
nice people. But behind 
them there were ten other 
editors and ten probe re- 
searchers, out of whom only 
two had ever been to India, 
They have rewritten almost 
half the book; this is the 
first time I have experienc- 
ed having written a book 
that wasn’t mine, But that is 
their house style, so one can- 
not complain.” No wonder 
the title page carries the 
legend “Bombay—by Dom 
Moraes and the editors of 
Time-Life books". ' 


The anopheles lives 


For those who cannot sleep 
at night because of the irri- 
tating hum of an errant mos 
quito, there is hope yet. Pro- 
vided you live in Calcutta, 
though. The Health Ministry 
has purchased a Rs 5 lakh 
“fogging” machine in order 
to eradicate the mosquito 


Island in-the bay—but whose? ` 


There were no eurekas for 
this island, but there should 
have been. There was quite 
a flutter in West Bengal 
when the Anandabazar 
Patrika ^ published a photo- 
graph of the island with 
the Indian tricolour waving 
in the breeze. The island, 
called Purbasha, was first 
noticed by the Naval Hydro- 
graphic Survey in 1975 апа 
the Central Government 
Promptly requested the 
West Bengal Government to 
claim it, which was done on 
September 16, 1975. The 


the Sunderbans in the Bay 
of Bengal, is a 17-hour 
launch journey from Cann- 
ing, 

Border Security Force per- 
sonnel visited the island in 
1977 and erected a plaque 
On which there was an 
Indian flag and a map of 


CC-0. 


island, which is situated off | 


ail‏ س ت 


dia showing the island. 
A there, apparently, lies 
the rub, since Bangladesh 
has also claimed the islan 
as its own. Purbasha, W. 
has a total area, of ; 
square kilometres 1S mostly 
submerged and only about i 
square kilometres, are yisi- 


In Public Domain. UP State Museum, Hazratganj. Lucknow. 


ble. The West Bengal Gov- 
ernment, however, has al- 
ready .gone about planting 
casuarina trees. 


island recently, 


codile basking in the sun. 


1: that his maiden film flopp- 


As a mat.|if that's not enou 

ch |ter of fact, when State Gov- gh, we also 
64 |ernment officials visited the | to the 
the only in-| How long is 
habitant they saw was a cro-| before we h 


menace in the city. But 
don’t start celebrating yet. 
Thats only the good news. } 
The bad news is that the 
machine is -diésel-powered. 
And you know what that me- 
ans: no diesel, no eradicat]- | 
on. And plenty of mosquito- 
es, 


N sion 


Everything 
| ina name. 


One moment no one had 
even heard of them, the next 
they were signing autogra- 
phs. A new generation of 
Tamil film directors and 
stars had arisen, as if over- 
night. And it seems as if 
they have it in them, re- 
ports Arthur Pais, to make 
the bigtime. Notwithstand- 
ing some of their names, that 
is. One of them, the son of 
the late Bhim Singh, is call- 
ed Lenin. Despite the fact 
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ed, he wants to continue as 
a director. There's even 
someone else called—believe 
it or not—Socrates, and as 


have someone who an 
Swers 
name of Sai Baba. 
it going to be| 


ave a J 
a Muhammad Al 7 î an 
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Windfall 


1> On January 24, 1978 Cos-| 6,026,083.56 from the Rus. 
"mos 954, a Russian nuclear-| sians to cover the cost in- 
|| powered satellite used for| curred by Government de. 
maritime surveillance, burnt] partments. Though Cana- 
its way through the earth's| dian officials were pleased 
atmosphere over Canada’s} with the progress of their 
North West Territories. The|talks with the Russians, it is 
Canadian authorities started! not known if they will pay 
‚|| searching for the debris over] up. Discussions will resume 
| [an area 500 miles by 35 miles | in June failing which the 
and found six beryllium} Canadians still have nothing 
cylinders, 41 beryllium rods|to worry about. Under a 
and more than 4,000 radio-| 1972 convention there is a 
active particles. Now the] provision to take the claim 
Canadian authorities  have|to the United Nations arbi. 
claimed an astronomical $} tration commission. 

= HP 
Balance of trade 


Westerg States, who uphold 


Cruel sea 


c neg -~ 


: а оле Korm j human rights, keep on play- 
Who would dream of kill-| easily recognise each other | | Jing their games. The поп. 
ing a dolphin, the friendliest|on chance meetings after |) || | aligned nations wanted 


Western States in the UN 
Human Rights body drop 


of sea animals? Not man,|hundreds of miles, But | 
surely when history, is re-|fishermen in Japan's Iki 


plete with instances of how|Island view the dolphins 3 : thas, a resolution expressing off- 
dolphins have saved human|differently. They say that | 2) ! #8 ||clal concern at the treat- 
lives, The dolphin also is|dolphins eat the fish and ^ - —. ment of the Soviet scientist. 


The Russians in turn with- 
drew a draft resolution which 
accused Britain of violating 


an unusual animal in that it|deprive them of their liveli- | Ь 
has a very large brain and hood. An American natura- |. : 
is very intelligent. Science | list, Dexter Cate, has fallen | ___ 


has not found out all it can|foul of Japanese law by re- pv 7j || human rights by the “killing 
about this creature whose|leasing 300 dolphins trap. | of peaceful citizens by British 
playful somersaults breaking|ped for killing. . The World А , | soldiers” in Northern Ireland: 


the sun-kissed expanses of|Wildlife Fund has protested. When the delegate from Peru 
seas around ships  bring|The dolphin is not an en- said that the goings-on 1n the 
happiness to the hearts of |dangered species but it is so | »UNHRC headquarters in 
lonely seamen. A British unusual And Japan isn’t) Yelena Bonnae S | Geneva were “a trade-off be- 
uM has уеп пр Dis POOF India. Its Government aa conne een the two super powers” 
job and along with his wife, surely can do something for) Russian dissident Nobel|the chief US delegate 
is tracing a particular dol|the fishermen Instead о! | Jaureate, Andrei Sakharov,| Jerome Shestack said : 
phin around the world. They looking the other way, languishes in exile. His wife, "There was no such trade- 


= e O Yelena Bonner, continues toj off. That is just nonsense. 


te eer oe against con-| We did not trade-off an Irish 
Ppressi e i i 

Hell-pad p on by the] resolution for the Sakharov 
Big businessmen in Dallas, | on drug abuse. The job is 


Soviet Government. And thel resolution”, 
USA are fighting each other, dangerous and Mr Perot's 


WU er Lm icm ue 
not over big business but a|friends believe his life is in 


fancy helipad. A millionaire | d WY прозе QED: 
elipad. millionaire | danger. The narcotic Т | 
electronics magnate, Mr H.| world would ШОР cron on t lose The Chinese firmly believe 


Ross Perot of the Electronic|any action b 45 j ibiti i ing’ 
y Perot’s task Prohibition i | in catching'em young. As 
Data Systems Incorporated force. Perhaps in deference Impossible, Sce шапа? Soon as а child starts going 


wants to build a helipad out-|to his friends’ i j ill: POE to is six-and- 
side his palatial Dallas man- | millionaire о Е per village of ышан үшүү рр 


sion. His desire : to be flown|City Plan Commission for 
to office everyday by heli- permission to build a helipad 
copter. The reasons  are|outside his house. His n 


sometime in the 19205 The is one of the subjects taught 
ра demens wives protested e nem win. ES E 
5 0 еі8п- against their h . Sums like (720 Xx us 
purely for оп security. | bours, also rich and influen-|bibing liquor. David Maske" | (720 x 54) Me Q. E. D. Chil 
E of an onnan tial, fear that a single bul- | zie, a grocer, revived the соп. dren are not made into pro- 
Ec trouble abou poer i from a gunman might |troversy when he applied for|digies in primary schools but 
E s Mr Perot, oa on [bring Perot and his heli-| permission to open a liquor|the teachers put in a lot of 
EU 2 Mr Perot a 865 pet down on their beauti- shop. The district council) hard work, following old- 
eee ad sent | es n Шш and expensive  gardens.|decided to end the contro- fashioned teaching methods : 

p cue So that protested. ^ Perot|versy and conducted a postal] “chalk, talk and chanting of 


two of his senior executives | continues to travel t k|referendum in whi tables” Де? f 
from lran. After the suc- DEE 0 work|referendum in which over | tables” are pupils’ way О! 

: ay. d 
oessful rescue the Governor губау. The most 85 per cent of the electorate learmmg. It is mot surpri 


the millionaire's neighbours|voted. The result 463 i 
dm ар 1 1 people | sing, therefore, to find that 
of inspired by his ape can do is offer à word of|wanted their village to bela large number of kids easily 
gourcefulness, appointe im | advice : Trayel by an armour-|wet, 283—most of them furi-| answer complex arithmetical 
head of a citizens’ task force led car, . : ous housewives — did notl problems in China. 
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had closed down its last pub @half years old, arithmetic| < 
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| Dying 
| to win 


seen the film Coma? 14|; 
you have, don’t be surprised | | 
that a hospital in the Ameri- 
can gambling city Las Vegas || 
has a nurse who faces charges | | 
of actually subtly murdering| | 
patients. The reason, aptly 
enough in Las Vegas, is an| Mii 
astonishing racket in betting| | sa 
over when the patients would| j 
die. A nurse alleged to have 
been  iuvolved was being 
questioned on suspicion | ! 
that she. may have hasten- 
ed the patients’ deaths) Î 
to win her bets, Several $* 


y members of the staff of the| m 
private Sunrise Hospital liave | 9 
been suspended following the| § 
allegations, the hospital's | P 
administrator David Brand- 
ness sald, The Inquiry is 
being jointly . conducted by 
the hospital — authorities, | ae 


police and members of the | О 
local prosecutor's staff, Thal je 


Lay vegas Keview in а сору: Pp \ 


righted story quoted reliable MS рк 2 z à 
pou to say that six people Stanford Bium-ond Мила a e oie о ы н 


had died in ihe process, in. Stanford Blum was a great |Misha is in limbo following |nirs, drinks, etc; US com: 
cluding a nursing supervisor frlend of Misha, the mascot (ће Olympie dispute, Prior to panles will thereby lose 15 
in the hospital's Intensive (for the 1980 Moscow Games.|the “boycott or not to boy-|to 20 million dollars, Prior 
Care Unit, The allegations | He was a happy man till only | cott" crisis, Misha was one of |to this, the ban on the ех: 
are that — life-supporting|a few days ago when his|the hottest selling items. | port of goods was voluntary. 
equipment in the unit which|Image Factories Sports Іл. Now the boom is over.|Now Mr. Carter has 
has ten beds were tampered|corporated, Los Angeles, | Thanks to President Jimmy | asked his Commerce Бе 
with, The money for thel USA owned the production|Carter who asked American | ment secretary, Philip Kult: 
bets was contained in an | and selling rights on all рго:| companies on March 13 to | піск, to encourage American 
envelopa kept for the win-|ducts including Misha to|stop exporting items for the|companles to honour the 
ner, promote the Games, Now|Games which include souve: | voluntary product ban. 


Check-foes 
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[nd 


Loophole in the law 


ЇР Hijacking trains is  a]|place near Zagreb. Such no 
| | favourite sport in Yugoslavia, | madic pasturing is against 
"|The men behind it are, of | Yugoslavian law. A Govern- 
1 Гай people, shepherds. In the | ment officer stopped a group 
of errant shepherds to ex- 
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è northern parts of the coun- 

1 try there are no pastures for İ plain the law against such | 
sheep to graze on. Every|pasturing. And lo! The 
winter sheep are driven|shepherds took the  paper| 
down from the mountains to | they were shown, stuck it on 

| the plains The  shepherds|a tree trunk, fired a bullet 
| саггу rifles Recently, | through it, and told the 
| a group of shepherds held u officer : “Your law is hollow. 

| a goods train and forced the | There is a hole right through 

| ` engine driver at gunpoint to|it".This should dispel myths 

j take their sheep to some [that shepherds are harmless, 

I 

| шы: — e e 

| This chess grandmaster|chess “but not against eee Striking lessons 

Story reeks of hate. Tigran | sian”. AR i e| “How to disrupt your|course was organised by the 

| Petrosian and Victor Korch: | have peen ae EIUS Franz|school in six easy lessons” youth body of the left-wing | 

| noi grew up hating each fire. D uwe have done|Was the name of a course | Socialist Workers Party, Red 

| other and they still cannot Hos to avoid pro- which nearly 1190 students | Rebel, as part of a pro- 

hide it. On March 7, a day | every? ^ their overenthu-|aged beitan 2 and 18 un-|gramme of the National 
nr. before the candidates tourna- blems". wooden board was derwent. e two-day course|Union of School Students. 
| ment opened in Valde сша ОД; the chess table so started on March 8 in a Poly- | (NUSU). NUSU chairman, 
| tria, Korchnoi, who defected | put un toes of the two technic in central London. Hardy Desai is advising stu- 
| from the Soviet Union, said md UR. did not touch. |It imparted the rudiments of | dents on how to organise 
| he vas meeting Petrosia C an rooms were also revolution, socialism and the strikes and undermine tea. 
| СВ reat depl aeure a built to avoid discrimination. | efficacy of terrorism. Thelchers authority. ze 

essed he like а 
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your your temper 
Meet high 
` You are very close to 
‘Good dates: 31, 2, 4 and 5. Luc 
numbers: 
directions: 


Beginning March 30 
| This week the Sun is in Pisces, Ve 
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Virgo, Uranus and Neptune are in Scorpi 
through Virgo, Libra and Scorpio from Leo. 
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us is in Taurus, Jupiter, Rahu and Mars are 
"So o, Mercury and Kethu are in Aquarius 


and the Moon will be 


ARIES | 
April 20) Your finan 
cial position will im- 
prove rapidly. There is 
: a chance of a promo- 
tion. A secret matter will progress. 
Adopt novel and original ideas in 
business: such schemes will bear 
fruit. But document and correspon- 
dence need minute  perusal. Give 
importance to domestic issues 
which will bring you happiness. A 
week for  merry-making. Good 
dates: 31, 1, 2, 3 and 5. Lucky 
numbers: 2, 8 and 4. Favourable 
direction: North. 


TAURUS (April 21 — 
May 22) This week 
will be marked by un- 
expected events that 

À will benefit you. Finan- 
cial expansion is predicted. Attend 
to business, peruse correspon- 
dence carefully and avoid litiga- 
tlon.. You are moving success. 
Your relatives and friends, 
will praise your efforts. Medical 
‚ expenditure is likely. Somebody. in 
your family may fall sick. You 
will undertake a short journey. Good 
dates: 30, 2,.4 and 5. Lucky num- 
bers: 2, 4 and 7. Favourable direc- 
tion: South. 


Gemini (May 22 — 
June 21) Despite soma 
trouble, perhaps in- 
volving property, in- 


heritance or legal mat- 
ters, a successful апа happy week 
is forecast for you. Intense 
activity and sound health are pre- 
‘dicted. Family problems will Бе 
‘difficult to solve. An elderly 


relative may give you cause for 
worry. Think before you act. Good 
dates: 2, 3 and 4. Lucky numbers: 
1, 10 and 3. Favourable diection: 
North. 


CANCER (June 22 — 
July 22) Minor gains 
through an elderly 


female ralative is likely. 
É Nevertheless, some an- 
xiety and even loss through mis- 
placed documents or wrong state-: 
nts involving litigation is indicat- 
Pleasure in the domestic world 
indicated. Learn to keep 
under 
Officials if 


your go 


, 4 and 9. Favoura 
East and South. 


(March 21 — 


control. __ 


LEO (July 23 — August 
22) This week is a most 


SPL) auspicious one. Take 
Wy (t reasonable risks апа 
QUEM forge ahead on all 


fronts, A happy romance or "event" 
is indicated. Some people will win 
lotteries. Speculation will surely pay. 
Do not displease those in authority. 
Your business and financial affairs 
will prosper and a promotion is far 
from improbable. Travel and push 


business to the utmost. Watch your 
health. Good dates: 30, 31, 1 and 4. 
able direction: South. 
fS VIRGO (August 23 — 
p 
le lucky week is predicted 
for you. Your business 
you will make huge profits on old 
stocks. A timely hunch will lead to 
win prizes. A promotion is probable, 
especially for those in services. A 
way. Exploit it. Watch the health of 
womenfolk in the family. Good 


Lucky numbers: 3, 6 and 9. Favour- 

( September 22) A very 
ow) affairs will prosper and 
immense gains. Some people will 
splendid opportunity will come your 
dates: 1, 2, 3 and 4. Lucky n.mbers: 


3, 5 and 8. Favourable direction: 

West. 
CEA LIBRA (September 23 

(©) 

EXC — October 22) Apart 
\ IN from some opposition 
- IA by an elderly business 
x partner ог associate, 


your prospects are excellent. After 
a minor setback your professional 
and financial affairs will continue 
their prosperous run against a back- 
ground of domestic bliss. Change 
of place and travel are probable 
for the professioned people. Love 
and marriage are predicted Goad 
dates: 2, 3, 4 and 5. Lucky numbers: 
9, 7 and 4. Favourabie direction: 
North-west. 


> (October 23 
er 21) Your 

reason- 
but take 
endanger 
sing your 
e in authority. Co- 
relative will prove 
ttempts to deceive 
ble. Nevertheless, 
r je enterprise will 
дуои a fair measure of success. 
iot depend on family friends. 
dates: 31, 1 and 2. Lucky 
bers: 3, 6 and 5, Favou. able 
rections: West and South. 
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SAGITTARIUS  (Novem- 
ber 22 — December 22) 
You are advised to 
conserve your resources 
and consolidate your 
recent gains. This week your out- 
look is pretty good, mainly for 
business and financial affairs. Part- 
ners and spouses will play an 
exceptionally big part in your career 
— some will bring gain, others loss. 
Apart from the possibility of a 
sharp reversal of fortune, your out- 
look is most auspicious. Gaod 


dates: 3, 4 and 5. Lucky num- 
bers: 6.Favourable direction: North. 
MZ (7 CAPRICORN (Decem- 


ber 23 — January 20) A 
sudden turn of fortune's 
wheel will remoye past 
URS gloom. rospects excel- 
lent. Women іп general will. ad- 
vance your interests and befriend 
There may be opposition on ` the 
part of an old person from among 
your family. Keep away from 
gambling. Promotion is on the cards 
for many people. Take steps to 


settle all your problems. Good 
dates: 30, 1, 2, 4 апа 5. Lucky 
numbers: 2, 7 and 4. Favourable 


direction: North-west. 


AQUARIUS (January 21 
— February 19) On the 
business front things 
will move smoothly. 
Social activities will 
keep you busy. You are advised to 
conserve your resources and main- 
tain good relations with your 
employer. You will make large pro- 
fits. Attempts to  deceive you 
are probable. Nevertheless, your 
Courage and enterprise will bring 
io fair measure of success. 
matters should be postponed. 
Good dates: 31, Lücky numbers: 1. 
Favourable direction: West. 


PISCES (February 20 — 


SGI) March 20) This will be 
U 2) а Week of mixed fortum 
ONS) eee care O 
that you do affairs See to. i 


not displease your em- 
Pen Or superior in office. After a 
T nor setback, your ventures and 
nancial affairs will continue to 
prosper Many will win pro- 
m ions through timely hunches. 
ood dates: 1, 2 and 3. Lucky num- 


bers: 1, 3 and 9. Fa дит 
tions: East and Sou e direg 


M. B. RAMAN 
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сопјоіпеа in Leo, Saturn is іп 
moving 
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HEY, BIG BROTHER, Y / You MEAN 
HOW ABOUT HELPING || DO IT FOR. You 

ME WITH MY DONT You? | 
HOMEWORK 7 


_ WHEN LEO TOLSTOY WAS WRITING 
WAR AND PEACE” HIS WIFE, SONYA 
COPIED IT FOR HIM SEVEN TIMES! 


AN? SHE DID IT BY 
CANDLELIGHT ! AND 
WITH A DIP PEN! 


AND SOMETIMES SHE HAD TO USE 
A MAGNIFYING GLASS TO MAKE 
QUT WHAT HE HAD WRITTEN... 


\/ 
OKAY, I'LL HELP | WORE YOU 
YOU WITH YOUR } DOWN, DIDN'T 17 
HOMEWORK 


AND SHE HAD TO DO IT AFTER THEIR 
CHILD HAD BEEN PUT TO BED AND THE 
SERVANTS HAD GONE UP TO THEIR 
GARRETS AND IT WAS QUIET INTHE HOUSE 


awp'oompuis exea; parun ов: C) — 


Basic to a beautiful bathroom! 


Neycer's exclusive range of designs and colours- 
and your exclusive touch 


Á Gracious homes not only in 

ah India but overseas as well, use 
Neycer’s lovely and durable 
collection to advantage. 

For your bathroom, too, choose 
nothing less than Neycer. Add 

a personal touch with your 

own decorating ideas — attractive 
accessories, clever lighting, 

fresh flowers, foliage plants. 

The Neycer range and 
your imagination 
produce truly 
exclusive results! 


Beauty in your bathroo 
Beauty that lasts . 
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VARIETY. 


chess 


Borlk (Black) 
" m 3 


iu E? 7 
A f YA 


i 


Nunn (White) to move 
Position after Black's 19th move 


Accurate calculation 

THE INTERNATIONAL TOURNAMENT held 
In Dortmund last spring proved to be yet 
another Success for our most recent grand: 
master John Nunn, John took third пасе 
with a score of 7) out of 11, a point behind 
Geprgadze (Soviet Union), the tournament 
winner, but one and a half points clear of 
the rest of the field which noluded Tony 
Mites, Admittedly, Dortmund was not one of 
Tony's better tournaments, but this can In 
no way detract from the merit of John's 


performance which, in conjunction with hip. ' 


consistently good play throughout the past 
var, must firmly establish him among the 
op three players In the county. 
John's strength lles undoub edly in his 
ability to calculate concrete variations with 
both depth and accuracy, and this makes 
him a very dangerous opponent when on 
the attack, But, as the following game 
shows, his accurate calculation can also be 
of great help to him in defence. Faced with a 
speculative but very dangerous rook sac- 
filice, John finds the right move at every 
turn and finally consolidates with his extra 
aterial. 
White: Nunn. Black: Borik (W. Germany). 
Dortmund 1979, Sicilian Defence, Sveshin- 
kov Variation, 
1, P—K4, P—QB4; 2, N—KB3, N—OQB3; 3. 
P—04, P x P; 4, N x P, N—B3; 5. N—QB3, 


BxN, PxB; 10. N—Q5, P—B4; 11. Bx P1?, 
P xB; 12. NxP with success recently, but 
no doubt his opponent knew this and Was 
well prepared to meet it. 

9... ; 10. Bx N, Bx B; 11. P—QB3, 
B—N4; 12. N—B2, R—ON1; Anticipating 
the thrust P—QR4, but stil! | prefer the 
simple 12... , O—O. 

13. R4, P x P; 14. N(2)—NAI An impor- 
tant finesse. Now White has prospects of 

Winning back both QRP's, 

14... NxN; 15. NxN, 0—01? Black is 

virtually committed to this sacrifice, as he 


would otherwise lose his queenside pawns 
without compensation, eg, 15. . . Q—N3; 16. 
QxRP+ B—02; 17. QxP.- 
16. N—B6, Q—N3; 17. Nx A, Qx NPI The 
only consistent follow-up. Now White must 
be careful. 


18. В—К21 Not 18. В—03? QxP+ 19, 


K—K2, B—N54 20. P—B3, R xN; 21. PxB, 
R—N7+ 22. K—B1, R—Q7; and Black has a 
winning attack. 
18... Qx P+ 19. K—B1, B—K3; (DIAGRAM) 


48 
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P 
—KR4I A winning move. On 20..N x 
Black Ri has ven cen E wih 
№; 21. Q—N1, B—B/; 22. ] 
20. Ne: and If 23. Q—R3, R—QB1 ;.threaten- 
i —В8! i 
20... B- R5; Now 20... B—N6 would be 
. R—KR3! 
D RP. P—R6; Still 21. . , B—N6 Із met 
2 MOM BERTI 23. K—N2 With hia king 
now secure White can easily exploit his 
ook. 
25. ts p—d 7; 24. Q—R4, Q—N7; 28. N—B7, 
B—N60; 26, Q—NB8, B—B6; 27. B—B4l 
B—Q5; 28. KR—KB1; Resigns. Black has 
run out of ammunition. If 28... Bx B; 29. 
QxB, BxBP then simply 30. Rx RP. 


moval of the linchpin 
nom Adorjan. Black: Portisch, 
Hun ariani, hamplonship, 1976. 
Icillan Defence, 

Р P—K4, P—QB4; 2, N—KB3, P—Q3; 3. 
P—Q4, PxP; 4, МХР, N—KB3; B, N—QB3, 
P—QR3; 6. B—K2, P—K4; 7, №№, B—K2; 
6, 0—0, КЗ; 9, P—B4, Q—B2; 10. 
P—QR4, QN—Q?2; 11. K—R1, 0-0; 12, 
B=K3, PxP; 19. Rx P, N—K4; 14, N=04, 
QR—Q1; 16, N—BB, Bx N; 16. A x B, Q—B1: 
17, Q—KB1, Q--K3; 10. А—01, R==B1; 19. 
B—O4, B—Q1; 20, P—R9, A=B3; 21. B x М, 
PxB: 22, R—Q5, Nx P; White resigna, 


MICHAEL STEAN 
bridge 


oe — M] 


THIS DEAL from the match between Israel 
and Franoe in Lausanne was a worthy ean: 
didate for the Bols Brilliancy Prize. 


Dealer, West. Game all. 


The French played in SNT, but the Israeli 
pair bid to Six Diamonds as follows: 


SOUTH NORTH 


Fryd- 

Shofel righ 

= 2NT 

3¢ 3NT 
ANT: 5d 

5% 5NT 
60 No 


So far as | know, ANT was Blackwood and 
A гөвродве indicated three Aces. West led 


The obvious play is to let the opponents 
win their trump trick, then try to drop the 
Queen of clubs in two rounds, with the 
ruffing finesse in Spades as a second 
chance. If this comes off, one club can be 
dip aded on the third heart and one on 
% 2. 


Shofel followed a stronger line. He went 
up with € A, cashed & A and took three 
rounds of hearts, discarding a club. He 
ruffed a spade, crossed to # A, and ruffed 
dummy's last spade. Then he led a low 
diamond from hand, trusting the trumps to 
Бе 2-2. When East won the ‘rick with Ф K he 
had no good return. 

The inference concerning the trump suit 
was reasonably safe, because West was 
unlikely to have led a bare 10 of diamonds. 
Such a lead is too likely to solve a problem 
for a declarer who may hold, for example, 
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KJxxxx opposite.A x x. 

The declarer was unlucky, | feel, in the 
sense that any straightforward line of play – 
even the simple finesse in clubs - also wing 
the contract, Had the cards been differently 
divided, East holding Ф Q x x, South's play 
might have made a bigger impression on 
‘the jury. 


TERENCE REESE 


er 


stamps 


THE ATTRACTIVE portralt of tho Baouló 
iri on ‘this 10-eentimes stamp from the 
vory Coast is typloal of the designs chosen 
for Franch colonial Issues during the19309, 
There were well ever a thousand differant 
stampa for the 24 colonies and because 
thelr face value was co low (a French oon 
time was then worth only about ona» 
fiftloth of a penny), the stamps could caally 
be Included in cheap packets, во that they 
must have tempted many youngsters into 
becoming philatelists, The Nery Coast 
saries comprised 41 stamps, ran ng from 
1-6óntime to 20-franco, in four des gna, 


^ PIECE of drill-weave tapestry similar to 
British sampler-work Is featured on 4 
kronor stamps recently added to the Swed- 
Ish definitive series, Popular during the 18th 
and early 19th centuries, particularly as 
'Wall-hangings in Swedjsh farmhouses, the 
tapestries were large and elaborate, so that 
they were often Included in the trousseaux 
Of well-to-do farmers' daughters. The exam- 
ple on the stamp is from a tapestry woven in 
the southern province of Scania about 1860 
and measuring about 9 metres by 2. Like 
most modern Swedish Issues, the new 
stamps are intended for sale from rolls, not 

€ and so are perforate only on two 
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MORADABAD: 
applied for two litres of kerosene to 
| set his house ablaze and got the per- 
mit to do so. Mr Gian Singh narrated 
his story while talking to reporters 


A Rampur citizen 


on the malfunctioning of District 
Supply office, Rampur. He said he 
applied for the permit and the DSO. 
without reading the application, sanc 
tioned it and the clerk prepared the 
permit. He said he had done so when 
the DSO had told him that he could 
get the kerosene not as fuel but for 
setting his house ablaze — Northern 
Indie Patrika (Ajai Mehrotra, Allaha- 
ad) 


DELHI: The moderation committee 
of the department of commerce of 
Delhi university "moderated" the 
marks of candidates with the result 
that the daughter of a member of the 
committee became the topper. This 
case generated much heat when it 
was discussed for over two hours at a 
meeting of the academic council. 
What surprised and angered the 
council members was the fact that the 
topper in the M.Phil course of the 
commerce department, daughter of a 
reader of the department and mem- 
ber of the moderation committeo, 
ended with more 


given in terms of points and the high- 
est number which could be given was 
seven, but the moderation committee 
in its over-zealousness gave her more 
than seven points — The Sunday 
Statesman (A, Balaram, New Delhi) 


india abroad 


NEW DELHI: Soviet troops have 
brought their drinking habits to Af. 
ghanistan but found that the Muslim 
country has few liquor shops and 
fewer bars. Six burly Russian sol- 
‘diers found a solution by knocking on 
the door of an Indian businessman’s 
Kabul apartment and demanding re- 
freshment with the help of their wea- 
pons, reported a foreign resident on 
his arrival at Delhi airport on Febru- 
ary 29. Mr A. C. Rikhie, local finance 


lllustration/Ahi Bhusan Malik 
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than 100 per cent, 
marks. Apparently the marks were: 


' boy, police 


HALEM: A man named Sasanka 
Sekhar Chakravarty, a vendor without 
licence of Biswanath Charali, was 
found selling so-called “Oxygen . tab- 
lets" in a local market here at Rs 1.50 
each prior to the day of solar eclipse. 
This was detected by Dr R. Das of 
Kauripathar state dispensary. He was 
handed over to the local police. The 
man was arrested and sent for trial 
according to police — Assam Tribune 
(Bubul Kumar Mahanta, Jorhat) 


JAIPUR: A 62-year-old Rajput wo- 
man, Mrs Sona Kanwar, performed 
“Sati? on the funeral pyre of her 
hushand on February 29 last at vil- 
lage Neemdi Kotharia in Nagpur dis- 
trict, according to a report. Mother 
of seven, the woman sat on the pyre 
taking the dead body of her husband 
Sugan Singh on her lap and lit the 
fire herself, repeating the age old 
Rajput tradition of “Sati” in presence 
of hundreds of villagers. Police got 
the information only after everything 
was over. According to the report, 
people from distant villages are pour- 
ing in at the place, where she per- 
formed "Sati"—Amrita Bazar Patrika 
(Kajal Kumar Chakrabarty, Calcutta) 


BANGALORE: A 15-year-old boy has 
been arrested by the city police for 
allegedly attempting to rape a 29-year- 
old housewife, his next door neigh- 
bour, Police said the boy, a high 
school drop-out eutered the wumans 
house on March 5 disguising himself 
with a false beard, goggles and hand 
gloves. When the woman opened the 
door the boy allegedly told her that 
her husband had been admitted to a 
city hospital following an accident 
and he had gone there to escort her 
to the hospital. When the suspecting 
housewife, closely questioned him the 
boy asked for a glass of water and 
then followed her to the kitchen ana 
attempted to rape her, police added. 
Her scream brought in a neighbour 


who overpowered the boy. The boy 
had allegedly threatened the man 
with a kitchen knife. During the 


scuffle the false beard gave away and 
the woman was shocked to find he 
was none other than the next doo: 
said — Indian Express 
(Chandra Manoharan, Ootacamund) 


anager of a West German drug firm, 
EE do shaken he had no choice but 
to invite them in. The soldiers put 
down their assault rifles and quaffed 
beer, whiskey and cheese until 6.30 
the next morning. A senior Indian 
diplomat, Mr H. K. Malhotra, was in- 
formed of Mr Rikhie’s predicament 
during the night. Mr, Malhotra call. 
ed the Afghan police for help but 
was told no one was available to deal 
with the Russians—The Times of India 


prize rs. 30 for the entry given first without comment 


WHY should not Mr Charan Sing 
resign for the sake of unity I 
am In no way less important than 
Charan Singh—Raj Narain ! 


SO WHAT ? What difference. 
has Mr Ram's exit made to the 
Party ? —Krishan Kant when ask 
ed if the Janata would split again 4 


THERE is no indication in the in- | 
terim budget of reversing the _ 
policies which were followed by 
earlier Congress, Janata and Lok 
Dal Governments and which made 
the rich richer and poor poorer— 
Chitta Basu, Forward Block MP 
in the Lok Sabha А 


WE believe in spelling out what 
we mean; we don't hesitate jn 
telling the people the facts— 
C. M. Stephen on the interim 
budget e 


THE average aga for a politician 
to stay near Mrs Gandhi varies | 
from one to two years whne | 
bureaucrats have lasted for more | 
than ten years—Onlooker 


THE ruling Party has no occupa- 
tion at all except to hover around _ 
the Prime  Minister..]lf Assam _ 
cannot be won over, can West 
Bengal be toppled or Keral tam- 
ed? —Nikhil Chakravarty in Main- 


Steam 


BAHUGUNA did his bit the way 
many other Congress (I) leaders 
did to harness the Indira Gandhi 
wave—Mohammad Yunus 


WE don't care if they like us or 
not. We intend to be respected 
throughout the world — Rona 
Reagan 


KISSING on the screen, even il 
projected naturally, cannot be | 
taken as natural by Indian aude | 
ences, particularly Bengali ones 
—Sumitra Mukherjee, upcoming 
Bengali actress 


IF I don't go to watch the mat- 
ches, L will never get to see him 
—Kavita about her husband, Gun- 
dappa Vishwanath : 


FOR the first time, this suppo. - 
sedly left-wing magazine had a 
editor who had never been to a 
pubiic school, who did not have a 
Er ее and who act 
ally train as an editor —p 

Page, dude e tor—Bruce 

iS appointment i | E 

of New Statesman i эта а s 
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SOMETIME IN DELHI 


HOW has the Congress (U) leader- 
ship reacted to the reported move 
of bringing Babuji into the Harty, 
in case he does not join th Con- 


WHEREVER CAN 
BABUJI GO? 


BABU Jagijivan Ram has kept 


everyone guessing ever since he | d Р А ; 
quit the Janata Party. Will he | gress (I)? The reaction is mixed. | тї 
join the Congress (I)? Or will hé | Гһеғе is a big question mark { Е 

work for a broad-based forum of © © 1 about the possibility of Babuji | with 
Congressmen opposed to {Mrs | "Pu carrying un his anti-Mrs Ganahi { chive 
Gandhi? It is learnt that Mrs. PW Y 9 hne for too long. One move is to | апа! 
Gandhi, without giving any posi- y make him the president of | colot 
tive commitments to Babuji, has \ AICC(U) in place of Devaraj Urs, | histo 
indicated by certain actions that t \ Another is to create а post of | ТОК 
there is room for reconciliation chairman of the Congress (U) d { 

‚ between the two leaders, The \ Parliamentary Party, y f # of me 
Prime Minister's stand on. the 1 surmg that Urs’s presidentship The | 
Jaguar deal (she said ín the Lok, b and Y. B. Chavan's post as the \ page 
Sabha that there was no question = Jeader of the CPP (U) are not E bygo 
of an enquiry) is being taken by affected. But the move AWG 
Eo E over, After all, pease Maren n, Ar 

. › some leaders, Кага i 

one of the most scathing attacks heard күн Mime Enda mou 
d шш Congress (U) a te Congr (U) S 
? апе апапі5  ouryd, Party heaaquarters at 3, Raisina { d 

JUR iom of ponies: the irre- Koad the other сау: “Why should | three 
Med ома, ighly innovative we keep on borrowing presidents? | SU 
but sources close to Babuji Are there no dynamic. leaders | hold 
] within the Party ?" The reference | Rajas 

| - 
| 


was obviously to Devaraj Urs hav- 


doubt whether he would join the 
ing become the Party chief after | fort lu 


ruling Party, Differences between 


,him and M i i 
ed out, ЖАЛТ БОЕ ЫА he, crossed over from the Con- | Bon 
the Party are unlikely to forget gress (I). Meanwhile, the fune- | Jehan 
the past, they point out. Accord- tioning of the AICC(U) office has | the Si 
ing to some sources Babuji ma E Xm zie become such that a lot of Party- | the Kz 
not at all join the Congre Ty. ndavate men are in agreement with | З 
He may instead try t 5 E um Dr Karan Singh's letter to Urs | Cit 
former CFD followers clone i, 4" that either the AICC(U) office be | сһ 
the Congress (U) and wait for UNPERSONED shifted to Bangalore or the presi- | у 
possible dissensions in the ruling —— dent should shift his moorings to | S 
VU EO RUE his onum of HAS the Railway Board forgotten Delhi. | Тһе 5! 
appears impractical. Oben arii panata Minister? It seems so ———— ~ Lo 
men were astonish stand: 
ed to fnd PRESS IGNORED ODER 


owe yer снаа here during a meeting with the Rail- 
fire cannot be immedi ' way Minister, Kamalapati Tri- 
out. For all we Шо А pathi, that while portraits of all “САТ, example of the 
Party may be toying with the BEE Railway Ministers since 1947 were coulanit care-less attitude of the 
of offering the deputy-chairman- displayed on the wals of the con»  C9Vernment towards the Press was 
ship of the Planning Commission ference room, Madhu Dandavate’s Witnessed recently. The budgets 
to Babuji, This post is of Carr Portrait was conspicuously missing. of 10 state Governments were pre- 
netrank And the added advan. Wren this was pointed out to the Seated to Parliament but по 
tage, from Mrs Gandhi's point of officials, they promised to make Prose, “The made cvailable to the 
view, could be that Babuji would eae the а ion is whe- ROME eaten E 

a mistake or a deli- ually distributes suc 


have to resign his Parliamentar. : © П 
on DLE ER е оаа remarked, that “ours anata 
d i un may not 002 ————— ро to each “emb A д 
E n ru cama SCOOT | mission” of the state Governments 
‘chairman, which i посне роя of аер e n Delhi and collect the copies 
by the PM Observers recall that "HOW should the Union Ministers - have been’ Au iei ош 
fore the elections Babuji had set an example before the nation ing the reporters Ate yed by ае 
missed the Congress(I) bus by de- on saving petrol? By travelling in 10 sheets of paps nd Ss Wy 
ponding much more than what the buses and scooters of course. This division. of dic uir. 8 ЕТ 
in could offer. ; Suggestiàn was made by one Cabi- Ministry had beautiful AER 
abuji had reportedly wanted the net Minister, who is known for his up the main. featuces ass 
Party to ensure that he would be passion for police escorts, at the state's bud Fife on ш 0 сас 
made the PM and that Mrs Gandhi —pre-budget meeting of the Union then nobody LES элее! ut 
would not contest the polls; Now Cabinet. Needless to say, this sug- simple job. ес to do adt 
tog, observers feel he is aiming gestion was greeted by frowns 3 
too high. rather than amusement. · D. E. NIZAMUDDIN 
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The past is rich 
with legends of 
chivalry. The loves 
and lives of a 
colourful page of 
history beckon 
from a multitude 
of monuments. 
The pomp and 
pageantry of a 
bygone era comes 
alive. 

An echo in the 
mountains 

Kangra Fort. 

Surrounded on 
three sides by steep 
cliffs, overlooking 
tuo rivers. A strong- 
hetd of the Katoch 
Rajas from pre- 
historic times, this Fes 
fort lured many a conqueror. 

From Mahmud Gazni, Hindu Rajas, 
Jenangir, the British and finally 

the Sikhs. From Kangra, Pathankot and 
the Kashmir Valley are easily accessible. 

Citadels of valour 

Chittorgarh. The citadel of Rajput 
valour resounds with legends of bravery 
and sacrifice. Tales of Suttee and 
Jwahar. The palace of heroic Padmini. 
The shrine of the poetess Mirabai. 

Lohagarh. North-west of Bharatpur 


Stands this impregnable fortress with 
unique defences. 


Фе 


[rU SPEM 


Seventy -six 


it passed on to the 


aed Н to the Qutab Sahi 


city of Hyderabad. 


Srirangapatna. 
; Built in the 13th 
: century, this fort 
was scene for the 
БЕ last battle of Tipu 
Sultan. Built on a 
river island, the fort 
is washed on both 
sides, by the river 
ИШИ Kaveri. Colourful 
m З frescoes on battered 
walls,recreate historic battle scenes. 

In the time of Buddha 

Rajgir. This fort built by Ajatasatru, 
a contemporary of Buddha, is the 
country’s oldest extant fort. The ruined 
fortifications of the ancient capital of 
Magadh can be seen here. 

Heir to the sun 


Rohtasgarh. Built by the son of 
the legendary Raja Harish Chandra, 
who is reputed to have descended 
from the sun. In 1857, it was a 
rallying base for freedom fighters. 


See 
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bastions of victory 


Golconda. Built by century Raja Bhoj. Scene for the 
the Raja of Warangal, 


Bahmani kings and on 
regime. It finally fell to 
| Aurangzeb after a 10 


ay year siege. The fort is 
4 onthe outskirts of the 


A sultan’s pride 


Silent songs of splendour 
Mandu. Stronghold of the 10th 


eternal love story of Baz Bahadur and 
the Hindu singer Roopmati. 
Pratapgarh. Shivaji's stronghold 
for many years, it was the scene of his 
fateful encounter with the Bijapur 
general Afzal Khan. 
Come to a holiday with history. 
You'll find a lot more to extend 
your stay. 


Indian Airlines: 
has a network of ^ 
62 destinations in. 
India pius 7 in the 
six neighbouring: 
countries. Conve. 
nient connections. 
wing you on - 
your way in à 
matter of hours. 


e 
o5. NB Al 
Indian Airline 


Contact your travel agent 
and plan your holiday today. 


The Lure 


of the Past 


p. 
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Moments of happiness.. | 


Sunday Weekly 23 March 1980 E 


Make your happy 
moments happier with 
Regent King. An 
exclusive blend of choice 
Virginia tobaccos 
especially selected for 
rich flavour, smoothness 
and subtle taste. 
Brought to you in an 
exclusive pack. 


| REGEN 
KING. 


A happy lend of 
taste € freshness 


Maximum price 
Rs. 3.50 for 20 
Rs. 1.75 for 10 


Local taxes extra, 


SAMFDATAT  ` swuronr wanunc: CIGARETTE SMOKING IS INJURIOUS TO HEALTH 
cco. In Public Domain. UP State Museum, Hazratganj. Lucknow 
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THE FULL STORY OF | 
MOSHEDAYAN'S 3 
SECRET TRIP TO 


у ar т жау | „== - "ARREST. mu 

| | | д. ROUGH HANDLING 
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| NE LIT "ce T 
т Her spontaneous respo ту, 
Я i id 52р 
| | “Thums Up | isi 
E That's right! Your favourite Limca; | den 
| :í Maaza Mango and soon, a 
Le Thums Up, are hot export items. | Es 
These brands are produced sou 

and marketed by franchises in | sion 

Kuwait, the U.A.E., Tanzania, Mauritius, Ke 

Nigeria, Singapore and New York, — : uet 

Ten more plants are at the final | T 

stages of negotiations. | | Eoi 

Thums Up makes India another “ыы, p: 

country to export soft drink | a 

franchises —after the U.S.A. ad res 

If New York said ‘Thums Up’ | HT 

to Maaza, what will it say | T 

to Thums Up? | ma 

bri. 

t Sin 

‘The Vice-President ^ — 

ay : L 

€Vice-Presicent « . 


_ __ of India, E C 
Shri M. Hide yatullah, i 
` confers an үте | 
for Excellence _ 
inExport | 
on the makers — 
ad Thums Up. _ 
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Dyanora TV. 


ows how far you ve 


| . progressed... |. 


| Programmed to your with facilities for playing a tape- 90 mm dual cone speakers, 
| lifestyle with unmatched recorder or a record player moulded plastic rear cover, to 4 
through it. The first TV-cum- mention only a few. What's more, E 


sophisticated features- 


| shoot ; stereo system. The list goes on. all the models have 12-channel 
the ү of Dyane ras Today in the Dyanora range, tuners. 
¥ advanced research. you'll find such advanced That's Dyanora for you, 
8 @ f Take a look at a Dyanora features as push button input matched to your progress, tuned 
| e TV. It is indeed a picture of selection, separate Bass and to your lifestyle...Dyanora, the 
| syphis cation that's reflected in Treble tone controls, lockable other name for your progress. 
| is imr “cable performance. shutters, neon light indicator, 


You | see a picture that is 
dermons:rably superior: clearer, 
sharper, rnore precise. 

You'll also hear sound that far 
exceeds your expectation. Pure 
sound that's reproduced through 
| irue hi-fi speakers and amplifiers. 
, | Research that has led 

; | to sophistication 
| This heavenly marriage of 
| picture and sound has resulted 
from Dyanora's rich experience 
in solid state TV technology. 

Dyanora today possesses 
India's most advanced TV 
research laboratory —where 
you'll find some ofthe top talents 
of the country at work. 

This combination is what has 
made Dyanora so successful in 
bringing forth virtually every 
f; single significant TV innovation 

* in the country in recent years. 
nt y Like India's first solid state TV 
| with ICs. The first multi-channel 


solid state TV. The first TV with 
a true hi-fi sound. The first TV 


. Dyanora 


Yes, it's got everything TV 
youre looking for. M 


DYNAVISION LIMITED 
Madras 600 020 
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Open a tin 
Pour out 
a world of 
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makes the tasty | 
difference 
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...and don't know it! 


If you are one of the 9, start today with 
Pure Silvikrin 


Run your comb vigorously through 
your hair. If any tell-tale hair comes off 
on your comb, you suffer from falling 
hair. The time to act is now, before 
thinning hair shows up in your mirror. 
Lack of vital amino-acids, the hair's 
natural food, leads,to thinning, 
unhealthy, hair. Unless this deficiency 
IS corrected, hair will continue to fall. 
That is why you need to 
‘Start using Pure Silvikrin 
today. 


What Pure Silvikrin 
contains. 


1. A drop of Pure Silvikrin ; 
magnified. 

Pure Silvikrin is a unique 
combination of 17 amino- 
acids that make up the 
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body's supply of natural hair 
requirements. 


How Pure Silvikrin works. 
2. Penetrating action. 


Thoroughly massage Pure Silvikrin into 
the scalp, to help it reach hair roots. 
Pure.Silvikrin's scientifically researched 
formula now goes into action, bringing 
hair growth back to its healthy 
condition. Use Pure a 
Silvikrin every day, i os 
twice a day, until 
your hair returns 
to normal. 
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МСА-ТТ-5 


Outside-fitting lid Designed 
for maximum for easy use 
cooking space. and safety 


Retains flavour 
and nutritive value 
of food 
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Unique safety- 
device ensures 
total safety 


pag 


& ~ 
V | 
Service centres 


all over 
the country. 


Sturdy body and 
extra thick base 
for durability 


A range of sizes 
from 4 to 12 litres 


T T. (Private) Ltd. 
BANGALORE 560 016. 
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TEE e aL 
VOLUMF 7 
ISSUE 43 
RUPEE ONE 


AN ANANDA BAZAR PUBLICATION 


мт ті 


ИИТИИ ТИБ аА i 
Why did the former Israell Defence Minister Moshe Dayan | 
come on a secret visit to India and meet Morarji Desai ? 
Was he on a mysterious Mossad mission? If so, what 
role is the !sraeli intelligence agency playing in inter- 
national affairs ? 


'With the talks between student leaders and the Centre 
'on the issue of 'foreigners' having failed again, Assam 
entered a phase of widespread protests and disturbances. 
Although curfew was enforced and the state declared a 
"disturbed area", authority seemed to be non-existent; 
both the army and police seemed helpless in dealing 
with the picketers and demonstrators. Work in govern- 
ment offices came to a complete standstill. On-the-spot 
report on the developments. 


Nepal's first-ever re- 
ferendum will decide 
a vital and relevant 
political issue — the 
choice between 
multi - Party demo- 
cracy and the pre- 
sent Partyless pan- 
chayat system. An 
exclusive analysis of 
the country's politi- 
cal options. 


whatever they can salvage. 
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Gambling with fate 


HE report on “The gambling 
boom" (March 30) was excellent. 
Even some political leaders are 
known to be matka-lovers. The game 
ourishes in and around Ranchi, 
where it is the cause of starvation ir 
many families. The government 
should forthwith stop all games of 
| fortune, including state lotteries. 
| Kameshwar Prasad Singh, Ranchi. 


IT IS a pity that gambling has 
become the pet profession all over 
the country. Surprisingly, even 
games and sports have been convert- 
ed into a form of gambling. 

B. B. Chhetri, Siliguri. 


EUR correspondents have reported 
only on unlicensed gambling. There 
15 another form of gambling which 
is licensed, namely, horse racing 
which attracts a large number of 
peopie. Races are heid in a few 
centres throughout the year. “In- 
tervenue betting”, makes it possible 
to register out-station bets. 

B. V. Jayaram, Madras. 


Laying men bare 


d WAS disappointed to find an 
Indian magazine mimicking the 
С more barbarous ways of American 
magazines by featuring photographs of 
nude women (february 17). It is 
the great emphasis placed on women 
as sex objects which is partially res- 
ponsible for their treatment as 
second-class citizens and lack of 
development in many spheres of 
human endeavour. If you insist on 
ireating women as objects, please do 
the same for men. 


did a damn good 


to match your 


A. S. Raman, Madras. А 


Advertising images 


free rein to | t 
sibie criticism of Indian advertising 


Harriet Orcutt, Washington D. C., 
USA. ‹ 

: . but distaste 
8 
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Criticising weakly 
SHWANT SINGH has given 
Eus version of what he did to 
The Illustrated Weekly of India dur- 
ing his stewardship (“How the 
luustrated became a weekly habit", 
March 30), not realising that he nurts 
others very badly wnile praising him- 
self. 1 wouid have ignored his seif- 
flattery, 1f he had not made mean, 
malicious and mafodorous alegations 
agaiust ime. Before I reply in detail 
to uis criticisms, I wish to remind 
hım that a great 100-year-old national 
mstitution such as the Weekly does 
nut depend on any individual for its 
prestige, popularity apd. even pro- 
lllability. 1t has immense resources, 
inexnaustibie goodwill throughout the 
country and soid infrastructure 
which can keep it going. Any number 
of Khushwant Singhs can't demolish 
it. im fact, his departure has made 
no difference at all to its increasing 
influence and circulation. If any- 
thing, it has regained its lost re- 

levance and respectability. 

Khushwant Singh is known to be 
allergic to facts and figures. Natural- 
ly he teils lies clumsily. Also he has 
never enjoyed a reputatiom for re- 
;Straint, mellowness and sweet re- 
asonableness. Like his political men- 
tors he seems to believe that one is 
eiher for or against him. No wonder 
that often his statements are аз in- 


elegant and intemperate as his 
aSsessments are immature and un- 
generous, 


I don't 


had earlier rejected him as assistant 
Khushwant Singh 
editorship by the 
back-door. Anyway, even if Jain had 
Okayed Khushwant's appointment, 
Mandy would have vetoed it. Mandy 
1 high opinion of Khush- 

want Singh's ability or integrity. 
Khushwant Says that I “was young 
and totaily - inexperienced", the im- 
plication being that 1 didn't deserve 
to be elevated to editorship. On 
April 16, 1969. received a letter 
from him bearing the Swarthmore 
(USA) postmark, in which he says: 
"I have always thought and said you 
job Indianising the 
had the confidence 
ability. I will try— 


Weekly. I wish I 


READ with increasing distaste the 
article “Do our ads tell lies?" 


(March 9). I say ‘distaste’ not because 
Mr Ashish Rajadhyaksha has given 


such patently irrespon- 


at the manner in which 
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-his Superticia] 

piece has tried to 
tions of an 
the advertising business. It is fairly 
Obvious that the writer had a very 


detinite intention to project a delete- 
11015 image of 


the well-known 
does, quotes out 
tant half-truths 


and seek your guidance all the time,’ 


No comment, 


He refers to the bad shape 


| їп 
which I left the Weekly. Actually i 
was in my time that the magazine 


first crossed the 100,000 mark early 
in 1964. Again in October-November 
1964 it reacned the peak hgure of 
can’t 
form 


130,000. Even Khushwant 
challenge these figures wnich 
part ot the Weekly record. 


I had to рү politics because 


it had been the policy of tne manage. 
ment to let. true 

strictly non-political. 
why Khushwant indecently refers to 
my art collection which is no collec. 
tion at all! Just four paintings and 
two drawings, purchased at various 
exhibitions though at reduced 
By the way marked prices in nine 
out of 10 cases, being hignly inflated, 


Weekly 


are negotiable. Anyway, as Khus. 
want did, йай receive rates of 
Scotch whiskey from iplomats, 


hoteliers, filmstars ang affluent con- 
tributors. One evening he kept his 
guests waiting till a West German 
diplomat arrived with a few bottles 
of Scotch! Khushwant also projected. 
painters, sculptors, musicians, dane 
ers and godmen. Only his assess 
ments were all wrong: That's why, 
most of his proteges, unlike mine, 
have faded out. 

Khushwant refers to the photo- 
graphs of myself and my family. 
Here also he has slipped. . The 
Pictures in question were published 
with my article on the Sankaracharya 
of Kanchi Kamakotipeetham—and 
and not on Sai Baba. These pictures 
were relevant because they related 
to my various personal discussigns. 
with His Holiness. After all’ I 
photograph better than the Sardarji! 

He refers to the circumstances of 
my relitiquishment of the editorship 
of the Weekly. I didn't go as he 
did and having gone I didn't resort 
to the sort of sob stuff in the bazar 
he did just to evoke public sympathy. 
Khushwant Singh's hostility to me 
dates from his Delhi Letter days. 
When his copy became exasperating- 


ly substandard I decided to sack him. . 


Amita Malik took over from him. 
Later Chanchal Sarkar replaced her. . 
The trouble with Khushwant is that 
е fancies himself to be a journalist. 

9 IS not: He can’t tell 8 pt from 

pt. He is not even a writer. In 


my opinion he js just a hack, but 4 
very noisy one. À 


sock-it-to-the-gallery 
c assume the preten- 
Investigative feature ОП 


advertising and with, 
mixture of innuen- 
of context and bla- 
(lies?) he has suc: 


remain 
l don't know 


prices. 
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ceeded in putting out a Story which 
is not only irritating but also very, 
very mischievous. Т 
However, even if we ignore the 
saucy and the banal, it beats me why 
a magazing from the well-known 
Ananda Bazar group should be party 
to such a grossly lopsided assess- 
ment. d a 
For example, is Indian advertising 
restricted to the mere promotion of 
textiles, cosmetics and other perso- 
nality products? Look at a newspaper 
today and even the most addleheaded 
or myopic among us would not fail 
to see the enormous shift in adver- 
tising emphasis from commodity and 
personality products «о consumer 
durables, industrial and intermediate 
products, assorted services and corpo- 
rate image promotions. These have 
not even received passing mention 
even though they probably account 
for at least 40 to 50 per cent of In- 
dian advertising appropriations today. 
You will concede that it is impo- 
ssible to answér the issues raised in 
your article unless each one is taken 
up chapter and verse and I think you . 
owe it to your readers and to Ше 
advertising profession to publish a 
rejoinder from someone who has a 
fuller understanding of the business 
and is less obsessed with the propa- 
gation of a sensational and much too 
superficial point of view. 
Neville Gomes, Adroit Advertising & 
Marketing Pvt Ltd, Bombay : 


Indian Anglo Indians 


HE articles *Anglo-Indians: ‘The 

forgocten community" and “Torn 
between two Worlds” (March 16) are 
not ошу musleading and irrevelant 
but ао factually incorrect. 

1 have been making an indepth 
study for the past ten years of the 
origin, habits and movements of my 
community to complete a short 
history of the  Angio-Indians since 
Indian independence. I tind that tHe 
community is very much alive and 
about, having entered with its custo- 
mary vigour into the mainstream of 
Inaian ufe, 

Еѕеппапу a city-bred and urban- 
Oriented minority, it is now not un- 
usual to see us spread right out, 
trying our capable hands at anything 
and living happily alongside other 
communities. In the course of my 
travels I met an Anglo-Indian family 
settled m a village called Bluff near 
Mysore. Typical. of the community's 
penchant for innovation, they had 
built a huge ranch-type house them- 
Selvés surrounded .by fields of lush 
sugarcane. In another viilage called 
Aripalayam in Kerala I was but re- 


the nearby town, spends his weekends 
as a gentleman farmer on sprawling 
pores of „Daddy and coconut groves. 
Along with him about half a dozen 
OA families have also settl- 
al down to a life of, agricultural 
aliluenoe and contentment. 


Why then this sudden pessimism, , 
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OF COURSE, our advertising tells 
lies, some of it.- A lot of advertising 
is badly conceived; it is dishonest, it 
is unproductive, it is in bad taste. A 
lot is also artistically excellent, well 
crafted, productive, socially, aware. 
But when a person picks out a few 
bad ads and builds g thesis round 
them, 1 really must protest. 

The Regent price reduction ad and 
Csango deserve condemnation and 
have received it. But to pick on the 
Simplex and Piramal textile ads, and 
the Poise deodorant illustration and 
the reference to pure virgin wool to 
Suggest that Indian advertisers are 
obsessed with sexual innuendo really 
begs the question. : 

Totally laughable is the citation of 
Britannia's ‘Delite’ and ‘Snax’ adver- 
tisements as sexually overt (Promo- 
tion, the advertising journal, had 
blandly and without comment repro- 
duced the article from Manushi. It 
was clear to the reader that the two 


young women who authored the 
article had gone into desperate 
postures in their search for the 


sexist element in the ads they sur- 
veyed.) 

In fact. one could extend Mr Raja- 
dhyaksha’s arguments to their ridicul- 
ous logical conclusion and state that 


Indian journalists lie. And as a 
corollary, our journalists are sex 
maniacs because they smoke 


cigarettes. 
Manohar Benegal, Bombay. 


characteristic of the so-called Demicil- 
ed European fringe of the community 
whom we were certain had withered 
away in the first decade of jndepen- 
dence unable to survive as Anglo- 
Indias because of its racidl schizo- 
phrenia? Why then was the better 
soldier, General Noronha, not men- 
tioned or the  Fernandezs in the 
Indian Olympic teams? Was it not 
significant and clear that even after 
the 1935 G.O.J. Act defining the com- 
munity and giving it its first official 
name, the Association of the com- 
munity called itself 'Anglo-Indian 
and Domiciled European...’ as though 
keeping two separate identities, one 
of European. (which the Act stated) 
and the other of British descent? We 
are grateful to Frank Anthony who 
stopped this utter nonsense so far as 
the All India Association was con- 
cerned, 


That Bengal does consider itself to 
be India is a well-known fallacy. But 
I just cannot imagine that the Anglo- 
Indians of Calcutta could mistake 
themselves for India. Not long ago 
the community crossed the two-lakh 
mark. (Let me assure your readers 
this excludes the Feringhees of 
Kerala.) In Tamil Nadu alone over 
6.000 Anglo-Indian boys and girls are 
studying in neu 45 Anglo-Indian 
schools. The Constitutional guarantees 
of nominations to the Lok Sabha and 
the State Assemblies continue for 
another tén years till 1990 (not 1981 
as reported ), 


Sigbert Rozario, Madras. 


A shame 


E article “Women against rape" 

(March 30) by Olga Tellis and 
Saumitra Banerjee is an eye-opener. 
It is a shame that even after 33 
years of freedom, Indian women do 
not enjoy proper security. Daily in- 
cidents of rape at metropolitan 
centres like Delhi and Bombay are 
evidence of this. The very fact that 
the incidence of rape should provoke 
a mass movement is shocking. The 
I.P.C. should be amended to make 
rape punishable by death. 
Bidyut Kumar Chatterjee, Howrah. 


Staged before 


І WENT through the article “Advo- 
‘cate of a poor theatre" (March 
3U) by Paranjoy Guha Thakurta, on 
the celebrated Polish theatre figure, | 
Jerzy Grotowski. I would like to | 
add that poor theatre is not new to 
India, and that a student of Groto- 
wski Mallek Douk had two years ago 
staged a play at Madras. The play, 
which was held at the museum 
theaire featured local actors, except 
tor the female artiste, Denise Jeau- 
monad, who is a Swiss. Mallek Douk 
is teaching yoga in Switzerland, and 
is due to arrive in India sometime in 
June this year. 

Arni Narendran, Bombay. 


Plane trouble 


155  Arau Mukherjee's “Ordeal 

by Aeroflot" (March 30) narrated . 
by Looshar Pandit made sorry read- 
ing. I have a similar story to narrate. 
Back in January 1978 my newlywed 
daughter was flying by Aeroflot to © 
London to join her husband there. 
Her plane stopped at Moscow 
lett her stranded there on the pre - 
text that there was no seat available’ 
on the flight to London. It was a 
very cold night, and the temperature 
piummeted to freezing point. Yet 
my daughter was herded into a wait 
ing plaue, parked on the runway. 
J. Bhattacharjee, Gauhati. 


ШЕ " 


Save Christianity 


muraered", March 23). Cnristianity, 
wnicn came to India nearly 2,000 
years ago is as intrinsic a part of our 
society as uism, Islam and 
Buddnism are. Christianity has also 
payed a useful role in the uplift 
the downtrodden and social integ 
tion. The killing of anyone not v 
ing to be converted to Hinduism 
communal fanaticism, precisely 
бошо sacriticed his life to 
cate. pe 

Joy Joseph, Nagala 
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meant many things to begin 

many people. Israel saw India 

it as an opportunity to | policy 
fulfil a long-awaited dream : full alienat 


nation: 


recognition by India. This would | : 
ne aa important and dramatic dip- INDIA Th 
omatic coup by Israel if it was E 
ever achieved. India had been in By M. J. AKBAR pel 


ihe unn i various лр" mar i 
al bodies, r ab, 2 , ; ѕгае1": 
and particularly the Palestinian, An Israeli newspaper first published eee 
cause. And India’s voice, despite cod a : Vinist 
the roris to mufle it still carried the news that Moshe Dayan had visited India _ tev Va 
more so in the non-aligned move- Secretly during the Janata rule. This was KEY 
2 , o b К 5 Иш f uest, 
Benasi Viae as "e uie denied in India by the ex-Foreign Minister | direc 
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sympathetic to their cause. They А 0 : | enoug) 
ЕОС ршен ав anyone Dayan s alleged visit, he refused to comment. 3" 
› a - б t 9 
ted in shifting the mde image The Israeli newspaper had nothing more to dins z 
say on the subject.: We publish details about | ip 1 


M. this mysterious trip which Moshe Dayan 
made, in an exclusive story. We confirm that A 
Moshe Dayan did indeed make the trip, and we — mee 
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Foreign. Minister Vajpayee to per- 
suade them to give Israel full re- 
cognition. But both told him that 
this was not possible, for both 
practical and pol.cy reasons. To 
begin with, the Government of 
India could not change its ‚ Arab 
policy overnight. And the risk of 
alienating the oil-producing Arab 
nations was simply not yet worth 
taking. But the Israeli consul gene- 
ral did not give up. He then play- 
ed a high card. He sent word 
that General Moshe Dayan, then 
Israel's Foreign Minister, would like 
to pay a visit to india. 

The initial reaction of both Prime 
Minister Desai and Foreign Minis- 
ter Vajpayee was negative, They 
said this was impossible. But the 
Israelis went on making this re- 
quest, through their friends and 
directly, At last, Morarji Desai 
and Atal Behari Vajpayee gave in. 
The formula worked out was this : 
Moshe Dayan would come as a pri- 
vate citizen, using a different name, 
and he should be disguised well 
enough to avoid being recognised. 
The Israeli consulate in Bombay 
and two top Indian security offi- 
cials made ali the arrangements for 
Moshe Dayan’s secret and dramatic 
trip to India. 


ND so 


Moshe 


ES Dayan 


/ 


Г m came to India. He arriv- 
[А 1 ed by a regular carrier. 
APA with a false passport. 


He was wearing some 
make-up and he had taken off his 
famous and identifiable eye-patch; 
instead, to hide his blind eye, he was 
wearing dark glasses. He was ac- 
companied by two Israeli security 
personnel, They landed in Bombay 
and were put up in a hotel, An air 
force plane came from Delhi to 
pick them up; the air force people 
had no idea who their distinguished 
looking passengers going to Delhi 
were. 

They stayed for four days in 
De'hi at a private residence. Prime 


Minister Morarji Desai and 
Foreign Minister Vajpayee both 
went to see him, but separately. 


They went without fuss, as if they 
were dropping in to visit the per- 
son at whose house Dayan was 
evens, Desai went twice to see 
Pavani Vajpayee also went twice. 
f ther than Desai, Vajpayee and the 
wo Indians from security, no other 
Indian was aware of Dayan's sec- 


ret visit. Normal securit erson- 
: nel had, of course, been p osted 
around the house in which Moshe 


Dayan was staying, but they had 
до idea whom they were siue 

ot even Vajpayee's deputy, Sama- 
rendra Kundu, who was the M.nis- 
ter of State for External Affairs, 
por the Foreign Secretary Jagat 

ehta, were | aware ofthe visit. 

Both Desai and Vajpayee ‘made 
India's position vis a vis Israel 
clear. They said that their Govern- 
ment had some sympathy for 
Israel's position, but it had greater 
sympathy for the Palestinians and 


Moshe Dayan on the west bank of the Suez 
Ariel Sharon who has his head bandaged. 


the Arabs, They told ‘Dayan that 
durable peace in West Asia could 
only come about if a peaceful and 
amicable settlement of the Palesti- 
nian question could be reached 
between the Arabs and the Israelis. 
They assured Dayan that India 
would try and impress upon the 
natidns of West Asia that if Israel 
agreed to settle the Palestinian. 
question through talks, they should 
give up their slogans of war and 
allow Israel to coexist peacefully. 
India would welcome any effort at 
a peaceful settlement of the com- 
plicated problem. Desai and Vaj- 
jayee disappointed Dayan by saying 
that India could not allow an Israeli 
embassy to start functioning in 
Delhi at the moment. 


‘and Uttar 


Canal, with Major General | 


General Moshe Dayan did not 
use all his time in Delhi only in 
discussions, He went out  s.ght- 
seeing and shopping too. He shop- 
ped in Connaught Place, and saw 
some of the historic landmarks of 
old and new Delhi. He even took 
a trip to some villages. in Haryana 
Pradesh. And then, 
after four days in Delhi under the: 
Pr me Міпіѕегѕһі of  Morarji 
Desai and the Foreign Ministership. 
of Atal Behari Vajpayee, Genêr 
Voshe Da uiet 


hind many 
of India Y 


ASSAM 


18, the Gauhati High 


Court partially lifted its 
By SUBIR ROY 


——— 


earlier stay order on the 
Assam Government noti- 


1 E fication declaring the state a distur- 

ad | bed area, a new and more dramatic 
E phase of the nine-month-old move- 
BS ment in the state against "foreign 
‘ae nationals" began. Aimost immedia- 
| [ tely at the states administrative 
81i 


headquarters in Dishpur near Gauha- 
ti, the Governor, the chief secretary 
and army and police officials went 
into a huddle which lasted several 
hours. What they were putting the 
finishing touches to would become 
known the next day, but what they 
were hoping for was a conciliatory 
move on the part of the Gana San- 
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zram Parishad which was leading the 
agitation. The Parishad leaders were 
simultaneously meeting in Gauhatj to 
determine its future course of action 
after Mrs Gandhi's futile visit to 
Assam on April 12 in search of 
solution. The news from the meeting 
was bad: No, the oil blockade would 
not be lifted. Instead, a new phase 
of the agitation would begin on April 
22. The die was cast. 

At midnight, April 18-19, the Go. 
verhor, Mr L. P. Singh, issued the 
Assam Preventive Detention Ordi. 
nance under which 48 leaders of the 
Movement were immediately arres. 
ted, prominent among them being 
Mr Bhrigu Phukan, General Secre. 
tary of the All-Assam_ Students’, 
Union (AASU), Mr Nibaran Bora of 
the Purbanchaliya Lok Parishad and 
Mr Atul Bora, Convenor of the Gana 
Sangram Parishad. An equally pro- 
minent leader who evaded arrest and 
went underground was Mr Prafulla 
Mahanta, President of AASU. 
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arrests were procee- 
door, another cru- 
at the pipeline 


Even as e e 
ding from door 
al drama unfolded j рі 1 
headquarters of Oil India Lm 
lareng; near Gauhati. Nare g Dec 
become a symbol of Assam's кое 
Round-the-clock picke dide: m 

or 27 last year ! ) 4 
Hon of crude from Narengi to the 
refinery. The 2.000-odd pic- 


arauni 
etes who had almost completed 
that night's vigil there suddenly 


that the crunch had finally 

touno Te Deputy commi sod 
Kamrup arrived with a formidable 
force and asked them to disperse. 
They saw that this time the Govern- 
ment meant business and the fact 
that most of the picketers that night 
were from outlying villages dlinched 
the issue for the Sangram Parishad 
volunteers. The picketers gave them- 
selves up, Narengi was 'cleared 
and the army posted at the township. 
The first indication that. residents 
of Gauhati got of. the impending 
curfew was when at around 4 a.m. 
vehicles with loudspeakers went 
round parts of the city announcing 
the imposition of an indefinite cur- 
few in the city from 5 a.m. It was 
not as if everyone was in the dark. 
The people taking part in the move- 
ment knew all about it and so did 
junior magistrates who were prepar- 
ing themselves for all manner of 
curfew duty. Even the more know- 
ledgeable shopkeepers told some of 
their important patrons the previous 
evening: “Buy up today, tomorrow 
we will be closed." As the day broke 
on the city, cooled and washed by 
overnight monsoon rain, some areas 
witnessed a flag-march by the army. 
As for the police posses posted at 
important intersections, there was 
not much evidence of patrolling or 
Shops were closed in most areas, ex- 
cept Silpukhuri, Chandmari and Ujan- 
bazar. The police would ask a shop- 


keeper to pull down his shutters and: 


immediately after they left the boys 
would ask them to pull them up. 
People began to come out of their 
houses and form little clusters. Those 


first few trickles would finally be- 
come a torrent. 


The nine o'clock news over AIR 
announced that the blockade at Na- 
rengi was over. So symbolic and 
emotive had the blockade become 
that soon the mood began to grow 
sullen. People could be heard saying: 
“If the curfew could be broken (eat 
lier in December) in Nowgong and 
*Nalbari then why can't we do same 
here?" In less thun an hour a vert 


tuble groundswell had developed. 
The cry was, "Let us go to Nareng!" 
—which was where all roads led to 


eventually, Тһе processions started 
in little groups and, on approaching 
their destination, became massive. 
Everyone was being exhorted to come 
out of his house, 

By 11.30 a.m. two lakh people had 
poured into the Bamuni Maldan ared 
and were. proceeding. towards the 
industrial estate, In the industrial es: 
tate there was а police picket of 
about 30, midway between the two 
gates, Processions poured in through 
both and soon the logistics of the 
Situation became clear. The police 
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picket was beseiged. And what was 
more significant was that with the 
police were the DC, Additional DC 
and SP of Kamrup. Only the perso- 
nal car of the Additional District 
Commissioner was in sight, not even 
a wireless van. Thirty scared police- 
men and the top brass of the city 
administration were surrounded by 
a sea of humanity. It would have 
been impossible to rescue them. Slo- 
gans rent the air and soon a verbal 
battle began between the Sangram 
Parishad leaders deputed to control 
the crowds and the officers. They 
demanded the lifting of the curfew 
and the withdrawal of the “black” 
ordinance. “Arrest all of us”, the 
leaders said, pointing to the masses. 
The DC, Mr Kamaleswar Bora, a 
benign, balding. middle-aged man, 
was at his wit’s end. Withdrawing 
the Preventive Detention Ordinance 
was beyond his powers. But he would 
lift the curfew if the people beha- 
ved in a disciplined manner and did 
not try to break the cordon and go 
on to Narengi. At 12.30 p.m. with 
the aid of a public address system, 
the DC told the crowds around him 
that the curfew had been lifted. The 
movement leaders present with the 
DC went along to his office where 
the formal order lifting the curfew 
was passed. 

The news was greeted with resoun- 
ding cheers in the streets. Gana 
Sangram Parishad volunteers com- 
mandeered an  auto-rickshaw and 
went around announcing over a loud- 
speaker that the curfew had been 
lifted and, more important, no crude 
was flowing out of Narengi. Shops 
Slowly reopened. As evening descen- 
ded, groups at street corners discus- 
sed the day's happenings exactly as 
they do after a soccer match. Even 
after clearing the pumping station at 
Narengi, crude could not be sent out 
because right up the line to the well- 
head Oil India employees refused to 
work. A combination of incredible 
administrative ineptitude, a sponta- 
neous resentment and the ability to 
keep the movement peaceful gave 
the indigenous Assamese a victory 
and boosted their morale. The admi- 


nistration’s nose was bloodied and. 


someone would have to pay a price. 

That very night the Sangram Pari- 
shad announced a fresh agitation 
from April 22 which was wider in 
its scope than previous phases. After 
oll it was now the turn of bamboos, 
jute, timber and plywood. These 
would not be allowed to leave Assam. 
Other than the routine poetui of 
state and Central Government о ices, 
there would be a "cycle marc in 
the villages on April 29 to popularnie 
the movement. A “martial sound 
would be given on April 30 by rick- 


shaws, cars and anything that came . 


in handy. May Ist would be “peace 
and harmony" day when everyone 
would wear white badges and hoist 
white flags. A call was also given to 
surrender all government awards by 
the recipients in Assam. A begin- 
ning has already been made in this 
with the return of a tamrapatra. 
After the previous day's victory, 
April 20, Sunday saw  Gauhati city 
in a relaxed mood. The mood in th 


Ча buses which were 


.und shouted 


State secretariat, Janata Bbhavan’s 
control room was different. There was, 
intense preparation which found ex- 
pression in a massive police mobili- 
sation at the Chandmari crossing on 
the way to Narengi. The day's agita- — 
tion programme set the pace for the 
next few days' activity. From around 
10 am groups would begin to emerge 
from neighbourhoods and slowly 
coalesce into a procession as the 
Chandmari crossing approached. At 
the crossing the procession would be 
stopped by a strong police cordon. 
There the people would squat on the 
road about 200 yards from the cor- 
don and shout slogans intermittently. 
A good kilometre before the cross- 
ing, the road would be lined every 
few yards by little tables with jugs 
of water and plastic glasses -for the 
thirsty. Crowds would gather. on the 
roads. The atmosphere would vary 
between one of festivity and confu- 
sion, with an undercurrent of tension, 
On Sunday about 30,000 joined the 
‘procession. At around 2.30 pm peo 
ple in small groups went right up 
ito the police cordon and squatted 
{before it. Since this constituted a 
violation of section 144 Cr PC, which 
‘was in force, they courted arrest. 
‘The voluntary arrests were conduc. _ 
ted in a manner characteristic of the 
agitation: Walk in through a notio- 
nal barrier, put your name down to 
record your arrest and walk out the 
other way. It was all very peaceful, 
and organised. 
. But the peace and the calm was 
not in evidence the next day, April 
21. For some reason people that day 
refused to end the squatting or court : 
arrest. Тһе tension grew. People, 3 
mostly young men and women, sat 
on the road and  shouted slogans, 
refusing to budge. The Deputy Com- 
missioner pleaded with them for ` 
over an hour, but to no effect. The 
battle lines were clearly drawn. 
There were three cordons of police- 
men at distances of a few yards from 
each other. Most of them were CRP 
and junior Assam Police officials. 
Between the second and the last 
cordons a big thick coil of barbed 
wire lay stretched out. The helmeted 
policemen, with cane shields, lathis- 
and leg guards were backed up by . 
teargas squads. 2 
Tirst came the arrest of those sit- 
‘ting right in front, mostly women. 
but many more remained in the first 
‘few rows. Those arrested were put 


the police  córdons. 
windows the 


took him away. 

The police finally - 
Offensive at 2.45 F 
зо teang 


‘Raghu Rai 


| 

Mrs Ga! 
the Яуіт 
bags an 
In a sce 
bances : 
in 1966- 
couple « 
breaking 
cordons. 
streetsid 


into the 
the poli 
a home 
that the 
minutes 
battlefiel 
forays i 
small gr 
hind the 
minutes. 
durees o 
lay in th 
bush by 
the look 
bits of 

weave a 
Then ca 
to carr 
boys wh 
unable t 
carried | 
administ 


Kissan Orange Squash 
Le Monde Selection 
Gold Medallist 


Nature's most refreshing fruits give their 
juice to Kissan squashes & crushes. 
Automatically processed and blended to 
make а balanced concentrate, 
Kissan squashes & crushes need no further 
sweeteners and dissolve instantly in soda or water 
to make а delicious drink at the ring of а doorbell, 
- Drink all the year round, pick of-the-season 
freshness of plump oranges, tangy limes 
and lemons, pineapples, grapes, 
Kissan squashes & crushes are now available in 
bigger bottles which give you 20 ml. more 
at the very same price. 
THE KISSAN RANGE 
Squashes. Lemon, Orange, 
Mango, Lime Juice Cordial, 
Lemon Barley Water. 
Crushes: Grape, Pineapple, Orange. 


Kissan Products Limited _ 
Post Box No. 1676 ] ee 
Old Madras Road, | 
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Mrs Gandhi at a meeting with officials and leaders at .Gauhati 


the flying shells with their gunny- 
bags and throw them in the water. 
In a scene reminiscent of the distur- 
bances on Calcutta's College Street 
in 1966-67, some students threw a 
couple of shells back at the police, 
breaking the ranks of one of the 
cordons. The policemen ran to the 
streetside houses for water to splash. 
on their eyes. The lathi charge was 
quite severe. People stumbled over 
each other and ran for cover. Some 
tripped and fell. 

Those who got the worst of the 
blows were women. Stones were pel- 
ted back at the police. Some ran 
into the wayside AIR compound with 
the police hot on their heels. Later 
a home guard at the AIR gate said 
that the lathis fell on him also. In 
minutes the area was turned into a 
battlefield with the police making 
forays into side streets from which 
small groups tried to creep up be- 
hind them. It was almost over in 15 
minutes. Chappals and crumpled 
durees on which people had squatted 
lay in the dust on the road. A thorny 
bush by the roadside had acquired 
the look of an unique collage. Little 
bits of women’s shawls of different 
weave and design, had stuck to it, 
Then came the wail of ambulances 
to carry the. wounded away. Two 
boys who were badly injured and 
unable to get up from the road were 
carried back to a police еер and 
administered first aid by policemen. 
A sub-inspector of the Assam Police 
showed me a hand bruised by a brick- 
bat and said: “We took the lead in: 
chasing the boys to save them from 
"the CRP lathis and they abused us". 
The day’s tally was 150 injured, 27 
hospitalised, and three Seriously in- 
jured. Many of the injured were wo- 
men. No police official could say how 
many teargas shells were fired. 


As we made а detour and emerged 
on the other side. we.saw a remarka- 
ble phalanx of lawyers іп immacu-. 
late black. and. white, proceed stiffly 
in a row to join the demonstration. 
We came back at 8.50 pm to find 
people walking ^ up. in single file. 
“courting arrest"; turning back and 
some rejoining the queue in an end- 
less roundabout. A weary additional 
DC whom .I had seen there in the 
afternoon, kept mumbling, "Let's 
stop it here", as government officials 
took down names of those arrested 
by candlelight at a.table in the mid- 
dle of the road. =- : 

Apri! 22 was the- first day of the 
renewed agitation. with picketing be- 
fore Government and’ public sector 
offices. The” monsoon was in full 
swing. At the jChandmari . crossing 
people squatted peacefully on both 
sides of the road. And in the after- 
noon they quietly courted arrest. The 
Government headquarters at Dishpur 


were deserted and in the rain they . 


wore-a sepulchral look. At 10.30 
the office of the Press Information 
Bureau (PIB) had а lock hanging 
from it. Only the top brass had arri- 
ved. There were no pickets before 
these offices. A dry wit said there 
was no need for the picketing here, 
“for it was going on right in the 
homes”: The women wouldn’t let 
the men go to work. 

In fact, a notabie feature of the 
Assam agitation has been the active 
role women Ra playing me 
ercentage of women га- 
tions ranges between 60 and 30. Mid- 
dle-aged householders in private con- 
versation appear perplexed while 
they agree with the basic aims of 
the movement. They are nevertheless 
mystined by the zeal with which their 
womenfolk have plunged into a pub- 
lic agitation as neyer before. Various 
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explanations are offered. In any pea- 
ceful agitation a large number of 
women reduces the cnances of  vio- 
lence on either side. Another theory 
is that in a very strongly male-domi- 
nated society, women have seized a 
chance to come into their own and 
work shoulder to shoulder with men. 
While the public agitation has been 
peaceful after the Naibari riots, there 
is always an undercurrent of tension. 
A state Congress (I) leader and MLA, 
Mr Hiteswar Saikia, was allegedly 
the target of a grenade attack in 
which a man died. One version says 
that the grenade exploded in his 
hand, another that he died of a 
bullet wound. The car in which he 
was travelling to his hometown Na- 
zira, in Sibsagar district has been 
seized for forensic examination. In 
another incident a CPI (M) MLA was 
attacked with lathis m Goalpara dis- 
trict. He had been organising resis- 
tance to the movement. Minority 
leaders have a hounded look about 
them. The threatening phone calls 
keep coming, they say. 
e hardening of stands on both 
sxles and the intensification of the 
agitation has its real genesis in the 
unsuccessful meeting Mrs Gandhi 
had with the Gana Sangram Parishad 
and AASU leaders in Gauhati on 
April 12. Her meeting with them 
was very short and lasted not more 
than 20 minutes. Not much of nego- 
tiation could have gone on, anyway. 
At the Press conference in Gauhati 
she gave the impression of being 
very firm on 1971. In a subsequent _ 
clarification she said that she did 
not off year. A possi- 
fiasco of Ap 
rrival of Mr E 
advis 


Governor. Wall h t f 
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HE battle of Bristol was 
fought on April 2, three 
weeks before the first 
anniversary of Biar 
Peach’s death, allegedly 

caused by police brutality at South- 
all during/an anti-racial demonstration 
on April 23 last year. The flare-up 
Occurred after a police raid on the 
Black and White cafe located on Bris- 
tol's Grosvenor Road at 3.20 pm. The 
violent reaction of youngsters, mostly 
born in Britain of West Indian or 
mixed parentage, to the raiding poli- 
cemen ignited the battle and within 
minutes the situation was out of con- 
trol The police abandoned the 
Scene at 7 pm. An orgy of rioting 
and looting in the area followed: 19 
policemen and policewomen were 
injured, police patrol cars were over- 
turned and burned and buildings in- 
cluding a bank set on fire. It was 
not until 11 p.m. the first policzman 
entered the area and reinforcements 
could reach only at about midnight, 
Twenty-one people, including whites, 
Were arrested and accused of looting. 
Home Secretary William -Whitelaw 
immediately demanded a report from 
| police chief. In his emergen- 
Cy statement in the House of Com- 
mons on April 3 before MPs-eft for 
the Easter break, he said "all the 
evidence suggests that this was not 
in any sense: a race-riot. 

In the orgy of violence, a mob of 
about 200 pelted Policemen with 
stones, bricks and bottles. Then the 
looters moved in, Twenty-one 
people were arrested for offences 
involving stolen property апа 
public disorder. Losses are esti! 
mated at more than one million 
pounds. Eyewitness reports соп, 

,firmed what the chief constable or 
chief of Bristol Police, Brian Weigh, 
PU has said: the majority of those 
DE arrested wene whites, These reports 
LE also confirmed that police provoca- 
tion was apparent, t the cafe 14 
olicemen entered to question only 
Our persons, Soon a 

of blacks gathered outside the cafe, 
By then the police force had swelled 


» The proprietor of the cafe 


had b 

Yet t 

with fts police. force went in to deal 
Act and Licensin 


there.” 
Dg Conservative MPs in- 


An a cleft stick, 


Battle of Bristol 


There could be repurcussions elsewhere, 
reports TARAPADA BASU from London 


William Whitelaw, Home Secretary 


of the Home Affairs 
urged. the Home 
Weigh as they be- 


cluding members 


programme reveal- 


ed on April 10 that a deep distrust of 


country, parti- 
з Hostility to- 
the police was clearly’ reflect- 
ed from replies to questions put to 
220 people of West Indian origin in 
Brixton of Greater London after the 


a line o 
purporte 
the second, 


almer who went 
to Bristol to see the extent of damage 
in the area within , his const tuency 
sald, “I have always been üwádre of 
the tension under the surface in this 
area. This was a confrontation bet- 
ween black youths atid the authority 
rather than a fight betwee Маск 
and whites, T think the olice are 
They may be criticis- 
mr gelding ИШЕ SPESE if they 

‚ they would have come: 
under attack from the white popula. 
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tion. Much ot the rundown charac. 
ter of the area is due to the policies 
of local authorities. Council flats 
house a large number of black fami. 
lies who find themselves next door to 
other black families who pay less for 
their accommodation in the old terr- 
aces.” 


be- 
could have 


cause : “T] itu ] 
caused serious injury to police and 
innocent bystanders after it became 


80 ugly and violent". He further 
added: “If the local people think we 
let them down, well, I understand 
their feelings. But we had to take 
this decision in the best interests of 
everyone." 

In the absence of the police the 
area was virtually turned into “no-go 
area” and the looters from within 
the area and outside did their devas- 
tating jobs thoroughly for four hours. 
But the police claimed that it was 
not made into “a no-go area” as a 
policy. Racial Equality Commission 
chairman David Lane who visited the 
area said : "We are extremely Sad 
this has happened. An inquiry might 
be helpful. I want to get more ac- 
tion. There has been too much apathy 
on the part of the nation. What hap- 
pened in Bristol could happen else- 
where in the country”, | 

In London, police, social workers, 
and community , relations specialists 
believe’ that widespread disorder 
could occur, Person or persons res- 
onsible for the death of Blair Peach 
n Southall have not yet been brought 


to book though the incident occurred 


over a year ago, A walk is being or- 
iganised on Apu 27 to hel 
of antiraclallsm for wh ch 
Peach gave his’ life in Southall, The' 


Gport of the unofficial committee ОЁ. 


enquiry established by the National 
Council for Civil Liberties to Investi: 
Wate Peach's death on April 23, 1979 


Was ^ published on April 22, 
A community liaison pollos officer 
sald; e are keeping our fingers 


crossed that the 
be repeated in London, We know 
from past experience that one inci- 
dent can trigger off fairly major 
trouble", Since April 5, there 1s 
reported to be a growing rift between 
the Conservative Government and 
some leading members of the Asian 
and black communities over the Home . 
Secretary's decision to drop five 


to 


the cause . 
Blair | 
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s of the Commission for Raci- 
eite Four of them are colour- 
ed and the fifth is Miss Gwen Rickus, 
who has not been as Tue pre 

's immigration 

Government's : Sone 

immigrant leaders have open- 
01 erred, “We have decided no 
other Asian or black will sit on the 
Commission. Anyone who does so 
will be treated like a рег in our 
community". 
' But there are others who are hop- 
Ing to be nominated by the Home 
Secretary; Commission's chairman 
David Lane thought some of the reac- 
tions of the immigrant leaders were 
premature and overplayed. He hop- 
ed that Home Secretary Whitelaw 
would appoint “an equivalent number 
of black and Asian commissioners 
who will be just as committed to the 
cause of racial justice as my five re- 
tiring colleagues to whose work I 
wish to pay tribute” Mr Lane, a form- 
er Conservative MP from Cambridge 
who was appointed chairman of the 
Commission by a past Labour Gover- 
nment has been as critical of Con- 
servative policies on some issues as 
his dropped colleagues have been. 
Those dropped did not ask for their 
‘retirement’. Mr Lane is. therefore 
having difficulties in explaining the 
action of the Home Secretary and to 
justify his own position as he was 
appointed before them. 


On April 8 Pakistan-born barrister: 


Kadri accused a High Court judge of 
racial bias and asked him to step 
down as chairman of a tribunal hear- 
ing charges against another coloured: 
barrister. But after conferring in 
private with other tribunal members. 
Mr Justice Parker said he would con- 
tinue and denied that he was racial- 
ly prejudiced. The disciplinary tribu- 
nal was held by the senate of the 
inns of court and the bar against 42- 
year-old Mr Rahasya Rudra Narayan 
who practises in Birmingham. He 
denied four charges of conduct un- 
becoming of a barrister and two of 
professional misconduct. Guyana- 
born Narayan had insisted on a public 
hearing and this is believed to be the 
first open trial of a barrister in 200 
years. The hearing was frequently 
interrupted by about 100 demonstra- 
tors in the Grays Inn quadrangle who 
shouted “We object: to Parker" and 
"Racist Parker out, out", Mr Kadri 
who is Narayan's counsel, 
charges arose out of a letter he wrote 
to the president of the Birmingham 


“ауу Society. This alleged that black - 


prisoners were being denied their 
right to select barristers of their 
choice and that the attitude of'some 
Birmingham solicitors sprang from 
"a racist philosophy.” 


The Easter holidays — from Friday 
April 4 to Monday April 7—ended 
with scores of arrests at seaside re- 
sorts and football matches. All poli- 
ce leave was cancelled and reinfor- 
oements were brought from nearby 
areas to seaside areas. Those who 
created disturbances and  smashed 
shop windows and public property 
were described by the police as “їга- 
ditional holiday mob" mostly from 
London, In one seaside resort alone. 


said the’ 


tdem 


Margaret Thatcher with Y. B. Chavan 


damage to shop windows and other 
properties totalled thousands of 
pounds and fines of about ten thou- 
sand pounds were imposed by a spe- 
cial court set up to deal with those 
arrested. Shopkeepers blamed the 
gangs who blamed the police who 
blamed the Civil Rights supporters. 
All these, however, did not get even 
a remotely racial interpretation, but 
Bristol stood out as an example of ra- 
cial confrontation even though the 
Home Secretary and others main- 
tained that ıit was not really “race 
riots." à 
Some Conservatives and Labourites 
may argue that a section of West 


-Indian youth — estranged from their 


families—rejected approaches by the 
police in Bristol where it had been 
authoritatively claimed that good re- 
lations existed between the blacks 


ic Domain Dp lale. 


tish people and the  police— several 


‘ed humanly or as equal to the white. 
But all these elements are a fair 


and the police because these youths 
have “subculture with a substantial 
criminal fringe”. So the police were 
not dealing with the black immi- 
grants but “the irreconcilable worst 
group of those immigrants”. 

But the racist fringe of the Bri- 


a 


of them returned from Britain's for- 
mer colonies—do not treat the colour- 


minority in contrast with the large 
majority of law-abiding fair-minded 
and liberal Britons. This contrasting 
icture of race relations in Britain is 
fore the authorities, but those in 
vantage positions who hold differin 
attitudes should changé notes and 
together if they do not want 
a repetition of the battle 
e]sewhere. AAT. 55. 
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A colourless scher 


SAUMITRA BANERJEE reports from Delhi on the colour TV controversy 


OUR years ago, V. C. 
Shukla's proposal for thc 
introduction of colour 
TV was turned down by 


Mrs Gandhis Govern- 
ment. But the controversy started 
anew when in the beginning of 
March, the Minister for Information 
and Broadcasting, Mr Vasant 
Sathe, declared while releasing a 


colour TV set developed by Weston; 


that : "Colour television is no 
luxury". Though people in the 
electronics industry argue in favour 


of the introduction of colour TV, its 
role in the overall development of 
the electronics industry, as it exists 
in India today, has to be assessed. 
,According to thé recommendations 


of a Planning Commission sub group, : 


“As a further advancement of tele- 
vision technology, colour television 
has been playing a prominent part 
in recent years, As is well known,, 
adding colour has a great impact; it 
reproduces nature as it exists, Psy- 
chologically, when colour is added to 
à visual scene, it adds a new dimen- 
Sion to perception. This has been re. 
cognised in almost all countries of 
the world where television has al- 
ready established itself in a big way. 
Even in developing countriés where 
television is being introduced, the 
emphasis is going Straight on colour 
television. This technological 
rel has to be taken note of for gradu- 
al introduction of i 


black TV over 


envisaged.” 
At present, 


white. televisio t 
out Rs 2,500 has show i 
of imported 


hose who 
colour Ty 
e in the 
i over the 


countries 
black 


of the com. 
for the black 
ke video. tape 


esi anufactu 
we have to buy 


+ 


One-twentieth of a 
Japan. 


of colour TV jn India, 


recorders (VTR), are colour compa- 
tible, Again, India has agreements 
with at least 25 countries for the ox. 
change of TV program 
India cannot offer any 
grammes in exchange. it has not been 
ab'e to avail i Opportunity, 
Therefore put forward 
‘is that India should advance techno- 
logically. and this 
achieved with the 
colour TV. The 
would widen—the 


and white TV js virtually 


non-exis- 
tent now 


_ Proliferation of 


could compete 
world market. Said ST 


Vachani. Managing Director of Wes- 


ton Electronics, the manufacturers 
of Weston TV : "Television is basi- 
cally a labour-oriented product, . In 
India labour is very cheap. 


country 


like 
a lot of poten- 


0 

ү 
ere is therefore 

tia] for the manufactu 


Nearly: 


Te and growth. 


zie Museu, Pra fat. 


has 


to colour TV. then we can go in for 


large-scale. exports, Colour television 
Сап also serve educetional purposes 


mere competently than black and 
white. Tt is more appealing and 
therefore more retentive. and for 


Siena and medicine it iç much more; 


helofinl when van can see the col- 


‘our of the chemical.” 


But this is onlv one side of 
picture, It js entia] to Dus ie 
ved in the prodüction of a. 
Set. A. colour TV set whe 
least, all 


costs invo] 
colour TV 
produced 


10,000 and 
Specinc colour 
have to be 


would cost about 
initially at 
components would 
imported. Even 


colour components are manufactured 


in India, 
TV set 


it is estimated that a colour 
would cost no less tnan Rs. 


1,000. Again, in India a black and 


White TV set costs thrice as much as’ 


a television set sold in other south- 


east Asian 


The cha 
colour TV 


countries. 5 
nces, therefore, of selling 
Sets at relatively low pric 


CêaBkewthe export market are 


the 
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‘dim, Besides, * 
суны When other Indian electro- 


nic products like cassette recorders, 
radios and transistors cannot com- 
pete in the international market and 
there is a need to improve the quali- 
ty of the products, what guarantee 
is there that colour television recel- 
vers would have ап international 
narket? 

ША г as the domestic market ts 
concerned, no survey so far has been 
conducted on the number of people 
who would go in for colour 
sion. The number, in any case, would 
not be substantial. In a country like 
India, where the vast majority 01 
the people cannot afford a black and 
white television set, colour television 
would hardly have a widespread im- 
pact. This is more so in the rural 
areas where there is no electricity 
even to operate the set. Unless, of 
course, as Mr Vachani suggested: 
"If you don't have electricity, use 
batteries". This unfortunately is rath- 
er unlikely. 

Besides, little can be done to re- 
duce the cost of a colour television 
set. Even though the Information 
and Broadcasting Minister has said 
that “colour TV is no luxury" yet 
biack and white television sets, 
radios, and cassette recorders are re- 
garded as luxury items and fall un- 
der the luxury tax bracket. There 
is little justification and no reason 
why colour television should be ex- 
empted from this tax. Even Mrs 
Gandhi's Emergency Government re- 
cognised the exorbitant cost of a 
colour television set. In September, 
1976, under V. C. Shukla, thé then 
Minister for Information and Broad- 
casting, a committee had been set up 
to explore the possibilities of intro- 
ducing colour television in India. The 
committee had recommended experi- 
mental colour transmission of one- 
hour duration and advised that pro- 
grammes like Krishi Darshan and 
educational and children’s program- 
mes be given priority. But one rea- 
son why the idea was shelved was 
the cost of the colour television set. 
It was then estimated that a colour 
television set would cost about Rs 
15,000. and would therefore be be- 


\ 


. yond the buying capacity of most 
television. viewers. 
The initial investment will be 


uge. The studios for example con: 
ist of cameras, telecine equipment 
nd VTR. The VTR has to be impor. 
ted and 70 per cent of the rest is 
manufactured in India. With the in- 
"troduction of colour TV. тоге new 
equipment will have to be imported. 
The black and white camera, which 
‘costs about Rs seven lakhs would 
have to be replaced by the colour 
camera which would cost around Rs 
10 lakhs. And the colour telecine 
‘equipment costs twice as much as 
‘the biack and white equipment. To 
set up a black and white television 
[studio it costs about Rs five crores, 
whereas to instal a new colour tele- 
vision studio it would cost an addi- 
tional crore. Besides, new wardrobes 
and sets will have to be set up and 
the lighting facilities improved. The 
programme production cost would 
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hour to about Rs 15,000. Main- 
tenance too has to be taken into 
account. |For example, in the 
Delhi station, the maintenance 
cost would move up from ab 
out Rs 1 crore a year to about Rs 2 
crores. Besides, Bharat Electronics 
Limited. (BEL) is producing most of 
the equipment necessary for Ше: 
transmission of “black and white” 
programmes. With the introduction 
of colour TV, all colour equipment 
would have to be imported. 

Ihe amount invested іп colour 
television could very well be invest- 
ed in other spheres of the electro- 
nics industry. Telephone lines could 
be improved. The entire telephone 
system in India consists of outdated 
equipment. And improvement in this 
sphere is more important as it aff- 
ects a larger section of society. The 
emphasis should be more on impro- 
ving the state of existing electronics 
goods, rather than go in for colour 
television immediately. After: all, is 
it not more necessary to have better 
black and white television sets be- 
fore going in for colour television ? 
In rural India, there are no faciliti- 
es even for the repair of transistors 
and radios. 3 

The electronics revolution, the 
most important technological break- 
through since world war II, has by- 
passed India. The output of India's 
electronics industry is only 44 per 
cent of the global output and a 
fraction of the output of Third World 
countries like Brazil, South Korea 
and Taiwan. The annual rate of 
growth of the value of output over 
the past ten years has been less 
than half the rate in the rest of the 
world. People in the industry feel 
that the blame for this should go to. 
the Electronics Commission (EC) and 
the Department of Electronics (DOE). 
They say that the policies of these 
organisations have led to stagnation 
in the electronics industry. Especi- 
ally, since they are based on the 


assumption that a high technology ` 


industry which has witnessed major 
technological breakthroughs every 
few years, can reach а 
level in complete isolation from the 
rest of the world and within the do- 
mestic market, This, in the case of 
India is extremely limited. The 
structure of duties, the critics feel, 
imposed by the EC and the DOE, is 
irrational as the import of raw mate- 
rials and components is discouraged 
while assemblies and finished g 
‘encouraged since they are subject to 
lower rates of duty. This has led to 
a lack of incentives to develop in 
digenously and a consequent cripp: 
ling of the industry. ў 
However’ the Soudhi Committee, 
which was set up to review the en- 
tire electronics policy and organisa: 
.tional set-up and recommend „chang: 
es has prepared a report which en- 
visages the scrapping of the EC as it 
considers the EC to be verv restric- 
tive. The committee has recommen: 
ded lowering of duties. liberal and, 
duty-free import of 
machines end simplification of im- 
port procedures. Savs the report’. 


eGarigatwnately. the Indian 


a competitive. 


second-hand - 


y ne im 
electronics, even after two decades. 


is marked bv a slow rate of growth, _ 


Production in 1978-79 was an ‘insigni- 
ficant share of the global production. 
This is unfortunate as the most im- 
portant of all resources in this field 
is possessed by this country; namely 
an abundance of skilled and em- 
ployable manpower and a high deg- 
ree of technological competence." 
On the licensing policy for the 
electronics industry it says: “A criti- 
cal analysis of the present status of 
the electronics industry in the coun: 
try shows that the investment, pro- 
duction and employment generation 
have not been as high as expected 
partly because of the elaborate 
structure for screening and rigid con- 
rol on all matters connected with 
ithe licensing or expansion of new 
capabilities and approval of projects 
in this sector. In other séctors of the 
industry, the regime of industrial 
control has kept pace, at least to 
some extent, with changing needs 
and has been progressively relaxed. 
In electronics, on the other hand, the 
emphasis so far seems to have been 
more on regulatory rather than on 
developmental and promotional аѕ- 
pects. For example, the General In- 
dustrial Policy provisions regarding 
automatic growth diversification and 
liberalisation of investmént procedur- 
es and maximum utilisation of in- 
stalled’ capacity for units coming 
within the ambit of licensing do not 
seem to have applied to the electro- 
nics sector as vigorously as in other 


- areas”. 


The Sondhi Committee report, 
however, neither identifie, the basic 
strategy of electronics development 
in India nor the fields where 
the industry could maximise its ad- 
vantages and make a thrust into the 
world market. And as one insider 
comniented, “The Sondhi Committee 
report provides just the bare mini- 
‘mums. Even if the report is imple- 
‘mented, India will not be having ad- 
vanced technology.” 

In view of this it is clear that the 
Government is not likely to take a 
hasty decision. As the Information 
and Broadcasting Minister recently 
Said in Parliament while replying to 
la question on colour television, „No, 
decision has yet béen taken to intro- 
duce colour television nor has any 
project been prepared for this pur- 
pose. However, keeping in view the 
fact that colour TV technology has 
replaced black and white techno- 
logy in most parts of the world, it 
is proposed to examine the potenti- 
alities, keeping in view the cost, 
manufacturing capabilities and the 
technical requirements of both trans: 
mission and reception". . 

But the question is : 
move 


If we are to 
towards mew technological 


frontiers, would the introduction of 


colour television help substantially ? 
What is important is not 
‘duction of colour television which 
the Indian context would be an is 
lated phenomenon, but an er 
balanced growth of the  electroi 
industry and a thorough review 


Government's policy on n 


the intro — 
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may be 
il aware that The Sea 
recently 
11-week 
schedule іл 


a) OME people 


completed ап 


freee; 

ш and Goa, is the hrst major 
De national nlm to be shot almost 
entire:y in India during the past de- 
caue and a haif. Tne antipathy of the 
indian government to foreign film- 
makers since the overblown encoun- 
ters with the iu-tated Nme Hours to 
Rama and Louis Malle’s television 
series on India, is a matter of com- 
mon knowledge. 

What magical charisma, therefore, 
did the proaucers of The Sea Wolves 
need to successfully manoeuvre ‘their 
way through the labyrinthine corri- 
dors of power to be allowed to Set 
up so outrageously ambitious a pro- 
ject in India? : 

"None", says Euan Llyod, the Bri- 
tish producer of tne film. * Absolutely 
none. 

“Certainly”, he adds, “Some of your 
procedures are cumbersome, _ time: 
consuming and, to us, inexplicable. 
However, once we agreed to comply 
with all the rules—and there were 
many—we were allowed to bring in 
and take out all our equipment and 
personnel without any problém". 

What exactiy are the chronological 
procedures and logistics involved in 
making a foreign film in India with 
special reference to The Sea Wolves? 

"The first step", says Harold Buck, 
associate producer of the film, "is to 
submit the script for approval to the 
Ministry of Information and  Broad- 


casting together with a proposed 
schedule of dates, durations, 1оса- 
tions, broad requirements, etc." 


However, approval of the script is— 
as the Americans say—merely a tic- 
ket to the ball game. It doesn’t 
necessarily guarantee a seat at the 
show. Minutely detailed lists toge- 
ther with accurate valuations of 
every item of equipment the produc: 
tion company was likely to need 
through its 11-week schedule in India 
had to be submitted to the Finance 
Ministry many months in advance. 
No item, however small, would be 
allowed to pass ‘through the fine 
toothcomb of the Customs authori- 
ties unless included in this prelimi: 
nary list. 

Furthermore, separate lists ^ were 
required of 'Equipment' as opposed 
to ‘Expendables’ (le, stationery, 
light bulbs, camera tape, make-up, 
chalk, etc.) on which there is a puni- 
tive duty of 120 per cent. As a mat- 
ter of incidental interest the  even- 
tual freight of the film sent to Delhi 
weighed in at ten and a half tons-- 
of which two and a half kilograms 
accounted for the aforesaid list it- 
self. 
In order to escape paying an im- 
possible amount of duty on  equip- 
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ment worth several hundred thou- 
sand dollars, the production company 
either had to secure an import 
licence — a process for which one 
lifetime has been known to be in- 
sufficient — or to obtain a mystical 
mantra known amongst the enlight- 
ened as a TBRE — Tourist Baggage 
for Re-Export certificate. Separate 
TBREs were required for each port 
of entry, in this case two, Bombay, 
Delhi. Goods brought in under a 
TBRE.are exempt from import duty. 
All items brought into the country 
under a TBRE certificate must be en- 
tered on somebody's passport. The 
production company was therefore 
obliged to ‘distribute’ its massive con- 
signment among the passports of a 
few of its unit members who were 
then in the somewhat odd position of 
being unable to leave the country—or, 
for that matter, their jobs—for any 
reason whatsoever before completion 
of the film, unless they took a large 
part ol the equipment with them! 

However, if script approval is a 
ticket to the ball game, a RE 
merely instructs the usher to direct 
you to your seat. The show is yet to 
begin. Customs officials at each port 
of entry now had to be persuaded 
that the precious TBREs obtained 
actually meant what the alphabetical 
permutations conveyed: a somewhat 
formidable task as most of us can 
feelingly testify. Once the Customs 
officials agreed to accept the TBREs 
—can this now be sai to be the 
happy end of the line? "Not yet", 
says Harold Buck. "Actually, this is 
the point at which we really knelt 
down and prayed”. 

Lists of requirements had been 
prepared in faraway London moy 
months back, Each department 
been given strict instructions with 
regard to ‘Equipment’ and 'Expend: 
abies’ which needed to be listed and 


Roger Moore and Barbara Kellerman, 
in a seene д 


packed separately as per Indian regu- 
lations. If one single ‘Expendable’ 
happened to have found its way by 
mistake into a crate marked ‘Equip- 
ment’ there could, literally, be hell 
to pay. And there were over 1,000 


.crates to contend with! "However," 


says Harold Buck, “by the grace of 
somebody up there, there were no 
mistakes and our ten and a half tons 
of freight were cleared by Delhi 
Customs in the record and gratifying 
time of only two days.” 

Special rules necessarily apply to 
the import of raw stock which is 
neither equipment nor an expenda- 
able. The producers were allowed to’ 
import their requirement free of duty 
provided every foot of film imported. 
—used, unused, discarded or wasted’ 
including end bits — was accounted 
for and eventually taken out of the 
country. The film’s ‘rushes’ flown to 
London every day for processing, 
therefore, left in sealed boxes past- 
ed down with more vital statistics 
than those of a double line of chorus 
girls. The same procedure had to be 
followed for rolls of film for still 
photographs. 

And now, with cast, crew, equip- 
ment, expendables and raw stock 
safely in the country, the producers 
prepared to face the trickiest prob- 
lem of them all: the import of 
large quantities of arms, ammuni- 
tion, explosives, squibs, etc. (albeit, 
dummies) needed for the film's ac: 
tion sequences. Since the hardware 
came from both the USA and the 
UK, permission had to be obtained 
from the civil aviation authorities of 
both countries to carry the consign- 
ment on commercial airliners of the 
two countries, Sanctions were then 
needed from this country to bring 
the hardware into Indian airports 
and to offload it on to Indian soil, 
Once in Bombay, the cargo had to 
be placed in the custody of the local 
patie and was takén away by them 
under heavy escort for storage under 
police guard, Similar procedures had 
to be followed in order to transport 
the arsenal to Goa where it remained 
in police custody until required for 
use under dally police supervision. 
Since guns are listed as 'Equipment 
but ammunition and explosives come 
under ‘Expendables’ and as such 
charged with heavy duty, much ot 
Ше, irearm-fodder was purchased in 
India. 


It certainly says a great deal, not 
only for the meticulous planning and 


_ persistence of the film unit but also 


tor the genuine cooperation of the _ 
many authorities ‘in India that in 

Spite of the horrifying mileage of 
red tape and the marathon аре 
chases involved, The Sea Wolve 
actually managed to start fil 
dead, on schedule on "Novem 
last with Dayid Niven and 


An I & 


— - — 


Howard facing the camera on a 
crowded street in Delhi not far from 
Kashmere Gate. 

After the two weeks in Delhi 
came another major headache — the 
massive logistical problem of pack- 
ing and transporting ten and a half 
tons of valuable equipment and ex- 
pendables, over 300 pieces of person- 
al baggage and a cast and crew of 
over 100 half way across the country 
to Goa with minimum loss of time. 
The initial plan to transport all 
heavy equipment by road inside the 
trucks which housed it, was hastily 
abandoned when it was discovered 
that a straightforward journey ot 
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a due to the numerous — and often 
В; argumentative and expensive — 
a" check points and octroi posts along 
the road from Delhi to Goa. Further- 
more, although transporting person- 
nel by scheduled flights would cer- 
tainly be cheaper, the time lost in an. 
overnight stop in Bombay and in the 
temperamental 


Eventually, empty equipment 
trucks were despatched by road 
while the dismantled equipment it- 
self An flown to Goa 
Bic e: Airbus and 
chartered Viscount. The 


Goa direct f i 
by a chartered Indian Airlines Вос 
£ The last shot went in the can in 

ug at 5 pm on Friday, December 


B Ministry official (extreme тыһ!) assigned to 


four or five days could take up to 30. 


"e ү 
v 8 


7. The first shot in Gop was taken 
at 10 am on Tuesday, December 11, 
less than four days later — a re. 
markable feat of organisation, discl- 
pline and- professionalism in ап in- 
dustry which operates on the: maxim 
that time is, indeed, money. 

The move from Delhi to Goa put 
tne production company back by 
almost Rs. four lakhs. The 737 char- 
ter alone is said to have cost in the 


region of Rs 90,000 an hour of flying 
time. 


days of filming and. was completed 
exactly on schedule, . almost to the 
hour, on February: 5 in Goa. "Part of 
the credit", says producer Euan 
Lloyd, “must go to. the magnificent 
Goa sun. I have never filmed any- 
where else in the world where there 
is guaranteed sunshine for so many 
consecutive .days with no interfer- 
ence [rom thé weather"; ; 5 

What special undertakings, if any, 
did the film company һауе to give 
the government before Permission to’ 
film in India was granted? The ans. 
wer is, none. Certain things are, of 
course, taken for granted. It - Was 
understood thaf the unit would pat- 
ronise Air India as much aS possi- 
ble. Employment of Indian personne! 
and expenditure of a large amount 
of foreign exchange are also’ inevi- 
table. The tota] amount of monéy 
brought into the country. is estima- 
ted in the region of. two ‘million 
dollars, Certainly, the Unit's daily 


expenditure ran into around Rs. two 
lakhs per day. : 


watch the filming at 


The Sea Wolves had a total of 61 


.Obey the laws 
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South Block, Delhi 


In fact, 7 contrary hi 
people believe, the conditions the 
Indian government imposes on all 
filmmakers of foreign origin, are not 
only minimal but also reasonable and 
easily fulfilled. Film producers have 
to sign a bond with the Reserve Bank 
as to the total value of the goods 
brought in. The bond is cancelled 
Once the unit leaves the country. The 
I & B Ministry appoints one of its 
officials as the, governmental 'watch- 
dog' on the set to ensure that the 
approved script is adhered to and 
that the film contains nothing that 
might be . considered derogatory to 
the country. Finally, the completed 
fiim must.be shown to an Indian 
diplomatic mission abroad. 

Has it all been worth it—the red 
tape, the paperwork, the yearlong 
preparations, the delays, the uncer- 
tainties, the headaches and the 
hassles? “Most definitely”, says Euan 
Lloyd. “India has proved easier to 
film in than many other countries. In 
Fact, I hope that other foreign film- 
makers will follow our example. 
Perhaps your procedures need to be 
Simplified and the uncertainties need 
to be ironed. out but if foreign film 
producers behave themselves and 
of the land with 
strictness, I have no doubt they will 
receive the same warmth and co- 
operation that we did". ў 

So, the next time you feel weight- 
ed down with the burdens of bureau- 
cracy while waiting in a queue at a 
rationing office—don't complain. It 
could be much worse. a 
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By MADHU LIMAYE 


HE situation in West Asia has been steadily 
deteriorating in the last two years. The pro- 
cess of detatching Sadat’s Egypt from the 
Soviet orbit, wnich was initiated by tne United 
States Secretary of State, Mr Henry Kissinger, 
was given a fresh impetus by Président Carter. This led 
to the strengtnening of the American position in the 
northern sector of West Asia. However, the bastion of 
US stravegy—Shah's lran—began to disintegrate even 
wnile fresh progress was made by the Americans in 
bringing about "rapprochement" between Egypt and 
Israel. The revolt of the Iranian people against the Shah 
regime assumed massive i 


proportions in 1978 resuking 
finaily in the overthrow of Snah's absolute monarchy. Iran 
has been in turmoil ever since. The foundation of the 
American strategic plan, based on the feverish arms 
buid up in the Gulf region, collapsed overnight. 

The lranian revolution was fuelled by many in- 
gredients, the dominant being the revival of Islamic 


Afahan rebels 
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fundamentalism of the Shia sect. The liberal and 


Marxist elements were also important аз far as the 
industrial working class, rural poor 
were concerned. While the struggle for supremacy 
within the badly fragmented Iranian polity continues it 
is difficuit to say what the final outcome would be. But 
it is ciear that this crisis has had repercussions not only 
in Iran but in the neighbouring states also. The various 
nationalities in Iran like the Kurds, Azarbaijanis, Turks, 
Arabs and Baluchis belong to the Sunni sect and the Shia 
fundamentalist upsurge has not reconciled these re- 
calcitrant minority groups to the Tehran authorities. In 
the southern oil bearing Khuzistan region the Sunni Arabs 
are in a majority and their agitation had paralysed Iran’s 
oil production for a long time. Neighbouring Iraq—in 
which are located the main pilgrim centres of the Shias 
—has an overall Sunni majority. However, among the 
Arab speaking people in that country, Shias constitute a 
majority. Iraq is obviously suffering from the spillover 
effects of shattering events in Iran. 


Under the Shah, Iran not only maintained relations 
with Israel, the monarchist regime generally pursued an 
anti-Arab policy. The smaller Sheikhs feared annexation 
by Iran. The Palestinian Liberation Organisation has now 
won an important ally in the new Iran. To that extent 
the American gains in the northern sector have been off- 
set ж ^'^ turmoil іп the Gulf region. 

‘Tnts-curmoil has other side effects also. In the oil 
bearing states there is a vigorous drive against the im- 
migrants and large scale expulsion of immigrants will 
have an adverse effect on the economies of the neighbour- 
ing states, including India and Pakistan. We are running à 


. tradé deficit, and decrease in remittances and further 


rise in crude oil prices will be a severe blow to our people. 


and middle class _ 


WR a 


: AF Paki naeteiving massive military an 

OR ad boe nited States and its allies witht 
out Pakistan's having to modify its nuclear weapons pro. 
gramme. The Pakistani President is bound to exploit his 
new opportunities to the fullest extent possible. 

All this has adversely affected the security environment 
of india. We in India have to take our stand prima. 
from the point of view of (a) preserving our nationa] 
independence; (b) strengthening the integrity of the 
nation and (c) ensuring our national sécurity. In the 
last 32 years the Americans have been pursuing a Policy 


which has very little regard for the interests and sus. 
ceptibilities of the Indian people. Whoever is the Pre. 
sident and whichever Party he belongs to, there has bee 
an ‘amazing consistency in the American policy towards 
India. 


HILE trying to understand the possible Soviet 
motives in moving troops into Afghanistan 
and defending India’s security inieresis we 
must take note of the following: 

(a) that there has been a massive induc. 
tion of the Soviet forces in Afghanistan; (b) tnat these 
troops have crossed the frontiers of an independent 
Sovereign state; (c) that the argument about invitation is 
neither here nor there, the fact being that the Soviets 
were actuated by purely security considerations; (d) that 
unlike India’s Bangladesh operations Soviet military jn. 
tervention is not going to be of a short duration and that 
Soviet troops are likely to remain in Afghanistan for a 
very long time; (e) that Soviet intervention has provided 
a pretext for the Americans to step up their military and 
naval build up in the Guif and Indian Ocean area; (f) that 
if the American presence in the first instance had nothing 
' to do with nor was it provoked by the 
The Iranian crisis completely unsettled the Americans had been there for a" long time and had 
and they began to review their Strategy in the Indian in response to the collapse of their mil 
Ocean area. Several new proposals were made such as  lran; (g) that the American hostages crisis, 
the creation of a credible Rapid Development Force and а blocade of Iran, the Soviet intervention in 
establishment of an mdepéndent Fifth Fleet on Diego and the American response to this event have 
Garcia in the Indian Ocean. Anyway, the American the coid war and have incréased the are: 
hostages crisis led to a massive naval build up by the Conflict; (h) that the danger of an unstable 


United States with a Counter build up by the Soviet ing itself to the hilt constitutes a grave threat for India's 


in Te Over-reacting delibe- 
within a short space of — lately because tough postures help President” Carter 


Ld 


Russian troops with. Afghan. 


and, after the massive intervention by the Soviet troops, American eflorts to overheat ocr ta are CODO E 
Mr run himself. was liquidated and a new regime of . t is against this background ¢ 

r Babrak Karmal installed in his place. The socia] formulate its policy. This poli 
base of the Successive Afghan governments has bcen based on hard-headed realism. 
Irun. narrowing and the consequent uncertainty SEDI Outbursts of any kind. 

М eee soviet hysteria would in no way advanc ia’ ri 

Eure bere 15 no need to overdraw «the similarity interests, To launch an emotional Sura ea 
the Sixties WU E Eu involvement in Vietnam in United States will also not help much, 

fghanistan—after all дерш Soviet involvement in The second point I Would like to make is that the 
frontier with the ОСИУ, an has a common land onn i the Afghan developments, military build up 
military intervention of the лыр але to me that the e indian Ocean and 


) ; 1 the pouring of massive arms 
Jr ч E tae 1 
the first magnitude, However, one "can j ader of ja iA should not;be made a political Party issue. 


Why the Soviets blundered into this itu ctio iy, perceive ms are very grave. The 
in Iran ha о this si | ы У the north-east, are also 
cinclesy А8. P Ed d theis Y іп the Soviet ruling tone us, There is enough ammunition for internal 
would get infected by the religious revisa so, l'epublics Party conflict te do phere is по need to extend this 
World. "The Soviet defence К, Brus revival in the Islamic Par y conflict to the field of national Security, I wauld 
fundamentalists ag ы СЕ forces Were afraid that Islamic to the Werke, а national policy to be evolved’ in regard 
Works would not only create more trouble ntelligence net- est Asian crisis, It is the duty of the Govern: 


India’s internal economic proble. 


| but se uble in Afghanistan Ment to take the opposition in » T ў 
i Whiie ORUM a оне : s tion must also desist rom UH BERE. ee malo 
s that the Afghan refugees in 25141 have stoutly denied Afghanistan an issue of Party strife; there is no mileage 
by Pakistani auth aca in Pakistan are being trained 0 derived either for the Govern t for th 
by President Garter einai Provocative speeches made  PPOsition. ment or for e 
€ Presence of Pakistani authoris Mr Brzezinski, in —,, The next point that T would 


| ined.4o tan and the Ameri j 1i 

use t refugees for mounts cans are determined. to ү merican military build- 

Beas acini unting a guerilla warfare. While the Indian Ocean area i 

уо thinkab Pakistani President would pro: Pavia bie UA The м ОШ 

fhe Soviet Union, he ,GXtension of the area of TUE i 

RU RP SE ng sucked n d LE eae danger af ete 
c ary conflict ng Sucke to t 0 t ill i 

m with a golden opportunity our anxiety amen hut P SATB gc ҮЛҮ 


xternaj l position, I Р s : 
opposition tect, Pe has already pu n the name of situation for India to Stay out, 


A ite, ARAB, the elections in po Priority must therefore be gi jon of 
. Indennite;y postponed, crisis hay Stan have been tension in the are erel Teste ee Е 
P : opened up the whereby Soviets will be induced to pull out of Afghanis- 


«UP State Museum, Hazratganj. Lucknow 


tan witn¢ 
regime 1 
threat tc 
largest c 
are vast 


-the Unit 


a chain 
Arabia r 
stitute à 
build-up 
addition: 
encirclen 
cause of 
subject 
must th 
The hel) 
escalatio 
objective 
France, 
all can 
tion can 
-can also 
tremist 
result 0 
forces. 
come af 
difficult 
Aft 
it appe: 
gradualí 
people . 
obvious 
will not 
anti-Sov 
India’s 
to a gr 
will als 
have dc 
years ti 
area. | 
stand о 
futile t 
Kissing! 
interest 
Am 


be bent 
to profi 
They w 
for gue 
not pro 
current 
well to 
cause t 
Pakista 


India’s 
regime 
further 
Libera! 
our ec 
tural f 


 ——S 


ary a Б ; 

es witht tan without loss of face. A Digitiamdiy Sara геоиафайрп Tr 

ONS pro. regime in Afghanistan or may not constitute a grave 

ploit his threat to the Soviet Union. The Soviet Union is the 
largest country in the world. Its productive capacities 

are vast, and it has now achieved military parity with 


“ony 
cineca -the United States. It can look after itself very well. But 
national a chain of fundamentalist reactionary states from Saudi. 
Of the Arabia right to the borders of India would certainly con- 
In the stitute a serious threat to India. The massive American 
а policy build-up in the Indian Ocean area, far from providing 
nd sus additional security to India, will actually complete its 
he Pre. encirclement. I would like to warn that in future, be- 
as been cause of this build-up, our Indian policy will become 
towards subject to extraordinary outside pressure. Our energy 
S must therefore be directed towards defusing the crisis. 
The help of every country which is interested in de- 
> Soviet escalation should be mobilised towards this supreme 
lanistan objective. The EEC, especially West Germany and 
2515 We France, Austria, Yugoslavia, the Scandinavian countries 
all can help in their own way. Even Japanese coopera- 
. induce tion can be sought. The regional South Asian approach 
t these -can also be dovetailed in this concerted effort. The ex- 
vendent tremist American reaction to the current crisis is the 
ation js > result of the cynical election strategy of the Carter 
Soviets | forces. There is reason to believe that a softening will 
d) that come after November. But the intervening period is a 
ary in. difficult one. А 3 
1d that ; After making a number of contradictory statements | 1 
[fon it appears that the Indian Government's approach is { : 
"ovid A gradually approximating to the policy which patriotic i 
feats people have advocated in the last two months. It is а 
fy and obvious that the pro-American elements in the country t 
1) that will not approve this policy. They would like to foment EN 
lothing anti-Soviet hysteria, completely disregarding the fact that E. 
1515; 1 India’s defence effort and India's security today depend н 
геаѕей to a great extent on good Indo-Soviet relations. They | 
lon im. ` will also totally disregard the fact that the Americans | 
eat of | have done everything in their power during the last 32 | | 
inistan years to undermine India's position in the Indian Ocean & 
evived | area. It is useless to remind them of the American КЕ 
ilitary stand on Kashmir, on Goa and on Bangladesh. It is i 
1 arm: futile to ask them to read the Nixon Memoirs and Р 
[ndia'S | Kissinger's latest book. They are serving their own 1 
delibe- | interests. | 
Carter Among the other world powers only China seems to Po 
) that be bent on a policy of fanning the conflict. China hopes | 
to the to profit by increased Soviet-American confrontation. go 
They would also like to use Pakistani territory as a base 
ive ta for guerilla operations in Afghanistan. But all this will 


ld be not promote our national interests. Whatever may be the 
| current difficulties of the Soviet Union in Afghanistan i is 

well to remember that Pakistan is extremely vulnerable be- 

| cause the Soviets too can exploit separatist tendencies in 


curity : 
; Pakistan. 
t the | We must warn Pakistan about these dangers. We Rs | OO OOO 
h - А و‎ 9 
tthe | should assure them again and again that we have no 
[ДИЙ | desis. акаш! them. Wer should also persuade the . 
| oviet Union to reassure them. ut at the same time i ifth Prizes 

Am. y the President of Pakistan must give up his rearmament Ré 10000 Rs.50 

The plans. prevent the: Be eT ba used as iu E S. 10, Е 
| and agree to a real non-aligne ghanistan which is not i : ixth Prizes 
also hostile to the USSR. It is laughable to maintain that i D O00 sO 

er | the Americans nove a vital stake in the Gulf ten thousand Rs. 9 2 

miles away from their homeland but the Soviets have no i 00 Seventh Prizes 
vauld | vital interest in Afghanistan! i Rs "Og M RSS 
gard | The question is whether the Americans will accept а s. 
vern- | non-aligned Afghan regime with which the Sayiets can 
)posi- | * live. A neutral state on the model of Switzerland or 
aking: Austria or Sweden presupposes a high level of economic ^ 
lage | development-and internal stability. These conditions < 1,47,925 prizes worth 
the | not Saat ee рыш: Besides this status cannot be 
| imposed on it by outside powers. Other powers have no р 

that | right to deuy to the Afghans their right to freedom. Rs.26,59,000 
anis- | Guarantee against outside aid to insurgency, withdrawal 

and | of Soviet troops and a non-aligned Afghanistan alone 


can provide a solution. 


itute | ; : А 
апа | ‚ While India wil have to maintain state-to-state rela- 
ease | fions with all the West Asian countries, it is clearly in 


stan i India’s interest to have non-fundamentalist progressive 
7 regimes in West Asia. We must therefore strengthen 
| further our relations with Iraq, Syria and the Palestinian 


that A д E 

h Liberation Organisation. Meanwhile we should expand 
пор | our economy, bring about improvement in our infrastruc- 
out tural facilities and strengthen our defence forces. 

anis- | 
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Islampur : Police 


gobe 


rserk 


By TOOSHAR PANDIT 


N April 7, a cluster of 
hamlets scattened over a 
ten-square mile area on 
the north-eastern fringe 
of West Bengal was brut- 
ally destroyed, after twenty hours of 
police barbarism. What now remains 
of these villages — Balancha, Ring- 
kua, Guabari, Phulbari, Borogochha. 
Gondolgochha — within five kilo- 
metres from the subdivisional town 
Islampur, in West Dinajpur, along a 
metal road, are the skeletons of 
charred huts, rubble and ashes. The 
Inhabitants, victims of hate, live on 
charity, or scavenge the debris for: 


Armed 
para-military Border Security Force 
and the Eastern Frontier Rifles man 
the Islampur police station and warily 
prowl the village roads substituting 
for the regular policemen, now con- 
fined to their barracks by a Govern- 


anything they can salvage. 


ment order. Huge shards of clay 
pots, litters of dimpled tin cans, 
mounds of charred paddy, chunks of 
baked mud, gaping chasms in the 
walls, sullen faces, the glint of sun- 
light on: broken pieces of glass, the 
twisted tangle of corrugated tin and 
bamboo poles, heaps of burnt hay, 


polythene tents, revive memories of 


| 


ў angladesh ог а. Маі Lai. . 
Ке in the relative 


calm 


late іп the week could а 
real count be taken of the 
devastation. The toll stood at two 


dead and several injured. Property 
worth an estimated Rs 2 million wag 
damaged, with 600 huts complete]y 
gutted rendering some 3,000 farmers 
and potters, mostly the lower Caste 
migrants from the erstwhile ^ East 
Pakistan, and Muslims, homeless 
Wholesale looting by the police hag 
turned them paupers. The statistics 
present only a partial picture, For, 
the damage is more psychological] 
than physical. Even after seven days 
fear kept many villagers away from 
: their homes and village. 

The bizarre story of vengeance 
and violence begins with the arriva] 
of a posse of six policemen led by 
the officer-in-charge of the Islampur 
police station at Phulbari vilage in 
a jeep on Sunday April 6 around 
7 p.m. ostensibly to answer a tip 
from the adjoining Rajgunge police 
station, about a possible dacoity in a 
bandookwalla (literally, a house with 
a gun) residence. As the jeep left 
the metal road and pitched ón to the 
village track, the officer ordered its 
headlights to be dimmed and the 
engine muffled, and drove to the 
two-storied stucco residence of Sarat 
Pal, one of the two affluent villagers 
owning guns. From there, the OC and 
two other policemen backtracked for 
about 500 yards to the residence of 
Suren Modak, the only other person 
owning a gun and a pucca house. 

uren’s second son Sankar, 2 
Standing in front of the Honea Wied 
the police walked up, and asked him 


;" one of them growled 
hen, Suren came 
wanted to узае 


; сей out to the porch 
y don't you do something?’ 1 
Bged the policemen, But, they 


99 moved," 

obody in the village really knew 
What was happening at Pal's resi- 
a Noe but everybody Suspected the 
Mc thing: the dacoits had come, 

€y cannot be faulted for this. 
Police  stations— 


into their 
Thus, the sound of the first 
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shot dragged many villagers out on 
fhe on Faith whatever weapons they 
could pick up—kitchen knives, dag- 
Bers, swords, meat choppers, lances, 
sticks, bamboo poles, iron bars. The 


crowd swelled as Suren, bottled up. 


in his room Бу the police. fired a 
couple of blanks in reflex response. 


UT what was really hap- 
pening at the Pal resi- 
dence? Khiramani Pal, 
23, wife of Sarat Ра! 
nephew Rajen, 3]; says 
that soon after the jeep stopped in 
a vacant lot about thirty yards from 
the house, some policemen came and 
kicked the front door splicing it into 
splinters. One policeman grabbed 


Rajen remembers that the firs! 
thing he thought of was the gun 
locked up in a first floor room. “As 
I climbed the Stairs, the policemen 
pulled down yet another tin door at 
the entrance of the main building. 
But, I picked up the gun before they 
reached the top of the Staircase, A 
shot rang out pretty close. Then an- 
other. I moved to the rear balcony. 
From there I saw four peopl»—three 
in uniform and one in plai dress— 
fan out in different rooms. Then, 
the sound of the boxes and the trunks 
being broken open, When I heard 


over to him", 

. These testimonies clearly empha- 
Sise that the policemen went on a 
looting spree as soon as they moved 
into the Pal residence after scaring 
away the inmates with gunfire, The 
police, however, insists that the da. 
© coits. had actually raided the house 


Ratan Chandra Koy 


them in an encounter in 
which both sides exchanged fire, but 
The villagers 
that these explanations 
afterthoughts. They argue that if the 
OC had been serious about catching 
dacoits he. would_have had come 
etter equipped and with a 
not with six men of which one 
They also deride 
aying an ambush 
pointing out that 
d was to bottle up 
people in the village who 
e had offered 
ance to the dacoits. 

help of the villagers 
dacoits had raided th 
how was it th 


was in plain dress. 
the police claims of 1 
for the dacoits by 
what they really di 


Neither was the 
sought. ‘If the 
e Pal residenos, 
at the inmates did not 
If there was an encoun- 
those empty shells 
of the bullets fir 
wonder, the villagers have. 
S as "the fantasy of 


phantom dacoits' 


Are CAT. 


ai et 
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And yet, it is hard to believe that 
an officer-in-charge of a police Station 
was taking his men to a village to 
foot the people so brazenly. It jg 
also possible that some of Pal’s afflu.. 
ence may have come from deals tha 
are not strictly legal. He always haq 
good relations with the police till 
they soured in January. Why? 
row over kickbacks.? Nobody know; 
for sure. However," the presence of 
Nibaran Bal, a police constable ag. 
signed to another police station and 
long known as a conduit between 
the polios and the underworld, in 
plain dress, appears to have encourag. 
ed such speculation. One assump- 
tion is that the police wanted to 
settle things with Sarat Pa] and 
Nibaran was asked to negotiate the 
deal as the OC cooled off in Suren’s 
place. But, the policemen apparent. 
ly went beyond their brief. 


HE villagers worked 
~|-themselves.up to a frenzy 
when the inmates of the 
Pal house told them that 

= the policemen were loot- 
ing. The mob swelled to over 500. 
They surrounded a ground floor cor- 
ner room in Pal's house where five 
policemen, including the OC who had 
come to rescue his men, stood help. 
lessly. The policemen threatened to 
shoot, but the mob was in such a 
fury that even artillery could not 
have had scared them away. They 
punched, and kicked and clubbed the 
cops. Some elderly residents feebly 
attempted to intervene but gave up 
when they themselves were threaten- 
ed with violence. Outside, the police 
jeep was set ablaze. When the fury 
‘subsided, two policemen — Harish 
Sarkar and Nibaran Bal—were dead. 
The OC and two others, forcing an 


Opening through the mob, escaped 
with wounds, 


| LARGER contingent of 
Policemen headed by the 
SDO and the SDPO and 
buttressed with the CPI- 


) anchal pradhan of 
Islampur,  Adhir Biswas, arriv- 


al of the Forward Bloc was com- 
pletely ignored as the police sum- 
moned Jiten Bhowmik, 67, CPI(M) 
member of the local panchayat for- 
us assistance in persuading the in- 
mates of the Pal house to vacate the 
building for the police to pick up the 
с howmik remembers: “I 
circled the house once and found all 
the doors and windows closed. <A 
Policeman who detected a small 
crack in one of the windows said, 
‘Guess it’s open, and you can reach 
it by climbing on my back’. Imme- 
diately, he went down on all fours. 


all over their bodies. The police 
entered, retrieved two rifles and a 
revolver (the police say the mob 
had snatched them away) lying by 
the side of the bodies, chased the 
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villagers inside, arrested two people, 
Bhantu and Indramohan". 
Meanwhile, the villagers had also 
been massing before the house. They 
would not allow either the charred 
jeep or the bodies to be removed 
until the policernen had been punish- 
ed for the attack. After some hassles 
and promising action, the CPI(M) 
pradhan, Biswas, finally persuaded 
the villagers to let the police take 
the corpses. The jeep remained (it 
was towed away seven days later). 
In the meantime, the polio» however, 
arrested one person—Ramesh Modak, 
a BSF personnel posted in Assam 
who had come to the village on leave 
—from the crowd, 
At the police 


\ Station, the other 
policemen were 


throbbing with ten- 
sion and anger. Some tore off their 
uniforms. Others stamped all over 
the place with hate in their face and 
murder on their lips. Seeing the 
bodies, they grew even more furious 
and demanded orders to raid the 
villages. In the confusion, a police- 
man fired in the direction where 
Bhowmik, Biswas, the SDO and the 
SDPO were talking, missing Bhowmik 
narrowly. 

At dawn on Monday April 7,. the 
SP  Avasthi and the additional SP 
Vinode Sharma arrived at the police 
headquarters followed by a van load 
of armed police. The reinforosments 
brought by them soon joined the 
other policemen in demanding re- 
venge. Thumping the.desk, they 
repeatedly asked the officers to lead 
them to the villages. The situation 
was close to a mutiny. By then, a 
large crowd, mostly the residents of 
a nearby police colony where qne of 
the dead polioosmen Nibaran lived, 
had filled. the police station com- 
pound. The friends and the family 
members of Nibaran in the crowd 
demanded explanations from the SP 
for the death. “Why did the OC go 
with such a small force? Why did 
he take Nibaran with him although 
he did not belong to his police sta- 


tion?” they asked. ‘You have got 
my father killed,” Nibaran’s son 
screamed, By 7.30 a.m. the crowd 


had swelled to over 1,000 and inclu- 


: went unheeded, 


ded quite a few local leaders of 
different political Parties. Particular- 
ly vocal was Gautam Gupta, a 
Congress. (I) activist, who, however, 
claims that he had gone there to 
diffuse the tension. Soon the crowd 
started pelting stones and smashing 
the window panes, and, finally surg- 
ed into the police station pushing 
and punching both the SP and the 
ASP on their way to the lock up. 
They wanted the arrested persons, 
Bhantu, Indramohan and Ramesh to 
be handed over to them, - “If you 
don't", they warned, “we will get them 
ourselves from the lock up”, All this. 
encouraged the policemen to become 
even more defiant. “Jai Ma Kali 
shouted the policemen. The crowd 
shouted back : сря te the caster 
” As all the pleas for restrai 

ano the ASP, Sharma, 
offered to lead the policemen to the 
villages to trace the murderers, hop- 
ing this would soothe them. Soon 
they were out on the road. 


Queues waiting for reef 


La. 


ATAN Chandra Roy, 

the headmaster of th 
Matikunda Primary 
School was returning ~ 
home at Balancha village — 
at about 10.30 a.m. when he spotted 
a police van parked on a bridge 
some 1,000 yards away. The police- . 
men were chasing the pedestrians 
bound for the Monday market dt 
Matikunda. They were also snatch- 
ing cycles from those who were on 
wheels. After some dime, nine 
or ten policemen  strayed into his ES | 
house and started beating him with Î 
the butt of the rifles. “I told | 
them I was a schoolmaster but they 
went on beating me. As they drag- 
ged me towards the van, my 78-year- 
old mother, my wife, my son — all 
fell over me. , They pushed my 
mother aside and she fell unconsci- 
ous; they kicked my wife apart. 
My son barely escaped being shot." 


Vandalism began as soon as the 
policemen left the limits of Islampur 
town. Their first act of carnage 
was setting a betel vine on fire at 
Balancha, one and half kilometers 
from the town. They followed it up 
with more arson and looting as they 
‘rolled on. Satish Sharma, the mana- 
ger of a local co-operative shop at 
Ringkua village says that a group of 
policemen came to his shop and 
asked for water. “After they drank 
it, one of them pulled out a match 
box from his pocket, lit a bundle of 
sticks, and threw them.on the that- 
ched roof before leaving". : 

The police did as they wished. If 
they saw flames dying down at some 
place, they would pour more gasoline 
to revive the fire. The looting and 
plundering went on unabated. They 
threw Suren’s youngest son Biswa- 
nath, 14, into a burning heap of hay 
with his hands tied behind his back. 
Another policeman, however, pulled 
him out, and cut him loose after he 
had sustained serious burns. ^. 

From one village to another it is 
the same sordid story. At Boro: 
‘gochha village Bholanath Pal mourns 
the death of his wife Каіеѕмагі 
holding in his arms their five-day old. 
daughter wrapped іп a burnt rag. 
Kaileswari died on Wednesday April 
9. The child was born just as. the 
arson started on Monday. ‘They 
kicked her as she tried to run. 1 
should have taken her to the hospital 
then, but did not, fearing further 
reprisals. Finally, when 1 took her, 
it was too late", Bholanath says. At 
Gondolgochha, 100-year old Jalalud- 


din saw the house where he was 
born crumble before his eyes. “АМ 
others fled. I was slow. lam an | 


old man. They took me out under a 
tree and punched me till I went 
down," he said. 


The language of force was direct. 
savage and mindless. There can be 
no excuse, political or personal, for 
the orgy of wanton destruction i 
which the police indulged for 
three hours. What has really bi 
lost in the village of Islampur are 
just some huts and s! ops 
very substance of the cvi ised 
that the police protects. . ` alt 
casualty. EE 
Photographs by Tooshar Pundit 
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Prosperity flows through Zenith Steel Pipes, 
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In our own colony at Khopoli, ! 
the quality of life is our main concern. 


Where food grows, Earning precious foreign trains, even bicycles on 

water flows through exchange from over . the move. Soon, our dye 

Zenith steel pipes. fifty countries. Winning intermediates will colour 
Thisis our promise of export awards. the textile world. 

plenty. As we've grown, we've No matter what we do or 
Take our steel pipes diversified, Today, our make, we are committed 
exports. We not only rolls and shears cut to the quality of our 


pioneered these in 1964 paper, wood and shape products and more —the | х 
but are India's leading metals. Our special steels quality of life. 


exporters today. keep buses, trucks, cars, 
Steel Pipes & Industries Ltd. 
Е Steel Pipes. Industrial Knives. А 
| A 5 k . Special Steels. And soon, Chemicals. 
Mes og Doing its hit for India 2 Ө D © 
Ep їп more ways than one. KS 


everest/80/ZSP/116 
Public Domain. UP State Museum, Hazratganj. Lucknow 


A E 


з 


Leading the blind 


FTER voting massively 

for Mrs Gandhi—and 

in a country as big and 

variegated as India, 

- the support of 43 peo- 

ple out of 100 ought to be consi- 

dered massive—the nation is look- 

ing over its shoulders and wonder- 

ing if it has done the right thing. 

Prices are rising and Mrs Gandhi 

has been doing nothing. Populist 
Jleftism, which saw her through 

the seventies, has fallen by the 
wayside, and the 20-point program- 
me is a dodoistic revival. To con- 
noisseurs of Mrs Gandhi's career, 
her inaction is not strange; she 
rarely acts unless she is at bay. 
The people at large are aware of 
this, but they would rather not 
remember the inconvenient truth, 
for Mrs Gandhi is still India's best 
bet for action. It does not matter 
if her action is convulsive and 
sporadic, for it is convulsive action 
which has been pulling us out of 
tight spots evar:since 1962. Steady 
action . needs a steady philosophy 
of growth bringing in steady divi- 
dends, and none of the  main- 
stream Parties of India is left with 
any such philosophy. In that sense, 
the election of Mrs Gandhi signi- 
fies the end of ideas and of ideo- 
logy, and the beginning of an era 
of pan-Indian blindness. We all 
want Mrs Gandhi to act, but does 
any intellectual or economist or 
would-be prophet have the fog- 
giest idea of how he would have 
acted if he had been entrusted 
with a mandate as massive as Mrs 
Gandhi’s? If a bunch of blind 
men were to be asked to elect a 
leader who could deal most suc- 
cessfully with a tiger who had 
broken loose amongst them, they 
would of course elect a person 


with the surest convulsive in- 
stincts. 
Would the picture be much 


rosier ifthe Janata Party had won, 
or more impossibly, the Lok Dal? 
Luckily, an answer to this ques- 
tion is not hypothetical; it can be 
deduced with a fair degree of ac- 
curacy on the basis of what has 
been happening to the opposition 
Since its rout three months ago. 
Here are some of the scenarios of 
the road which we did not take. 


If the Janata Party had won, 
Mr Jagjivan Ram would now be 
the Prime Minister of India, ful- 
filing—like Morarji Desai and 
Charan Singh before him—the in- 
tensest, unstated ambition of his 
life. (They all want to become 
Prime Ministers without knowing 
what they would do with it.) And 


By RAJENDRA MATHUR 


in less than six months, the works 
would have begun. 

.Jagjiivan Ram would not have 
liked to serve as the Harijan 
facade of the RSS; he would be 
crediting the Janata victory to his 
own personal stature rather than 
to the cadres of the Sangh. The 


“Sangh would be boiling with inner 


rage, for Jagjivan Ram would be 
describing them as the proverbial 
dog beneath the bullock cart who 
thought he was hauling the whole 
Joad. Party elections would still 
be out of the question and commit- 
tees would continue to be ad hoc. 
Jagjivan Ram would perhaps be 
trying to Congressise the Janata 
Party by engineering defections 
from the Congress (I) and Cong- 
ress (U). They would have taken 
place even if he did not try. Chavan 
and Chandrashekhar would have 
fretted at the spectacle of Cong- 


NEN 
а 


ressmen uniting under the banner 
of Jagjivan Ram, but mild-manner- 
ed Swaran Singh would be exten- 


ding his fullest cooperation. Re- 
alignment would be the need of 
the hour, for Raj Narain, sore with 
Charan Singh, would need a new 
home, and Madhu Limaye would 
be seething with a new thesis. In 
the hierarchy of untouchability, 
the Congress (I), the RSS and the 
Lok Dal traitors would be placed 
differently by different factions. 

If the Lok Dal had won, the 
works would have started imme- 
diately. Raj Narain would have 
instantly found his new mission : 
the demolition of Charan Singh. 
“The dictatorship of Charan 
Singh”, he would have thundered, 
"is much worse than the dictator- 
ships of Indira Gandhi and Morarji 
Desai put together,’ 

If Jagjivan Ram had been the 
Prime Minister, we would be wit- 
nessing strange bedfellows uniting 


_ 
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to dislodge him. Charan Singh 
would be making overtures to the 
RSS and the RSS might be joining 
hands with Mrs Gandhi to pass a 
motion of no-confidence against 
Jagjivan Ram. Or the Prime Mi- 
nister might be making a deal 
with Mrs Gandhi, promising the 
abolition of the special cóurts and 
sundry other prosecutions. 

Newpapers would be informing 
us of these mighty and tempestu- 
ous happenings day after day, 
while nothing really would be hap- 
pening. 

Jagjivan Ram would have been 
as devoid of ideas as Mrs Gandhi 
is; no man holds back his origi- 
nality , until his  seventy-second. 
year, waiting to unleash it after 
he has become Prime Minister. 
Charan Singh. on the other hand, 
would have  gleefully leapt into 
several abysses without looking. 
His Government would have come 
unstuck in no time, because drastic 
measures need prior preparation 
and the creation of a political base 
to sustain them, for which Charan 
Singh .would have no aptifude. 
The measures would boomerang 


-on him and finish him off, provid- 


ed that he had not already been 
done in by his Hanuman. Inaction 
and whimsical action would have 
brought us to the same point : the 
point of non-government. Follow: 
ing a different route, Mrs Gandhi 
too compulsively arrives at this 
very point. | 

It should be obvious from the 
above that the alternative to Mrs 
Gandhi next time cannot be the | 
spent forces of contemporary: ор- 
position. Having proved barren, 
mindless and factious once, they 
do not deserve another chance, for 
they are sure to repeat 1977-79. 
Qualitatively, they are bound to be 
poorer than Mrs Gandhi. And yet 
it is strange to see heptagenarian 
leaders posing themselves as the 
wave of the future. 

The alternative is yet unborn. 
It shall be born when new politi- 


` cal forces come up from below and 


assert themselves. When Harijans 
really mobilise as a political force, 
their authentic leader would sure- 
ly not be Jagjivan Ram, who has 
been for 34 years a part of the 
establishment. When farmers cul- 
tivating 15 to 20 acres land toge- 
ther more effectively, would they 
still have a hare-brained Charan 
Singh as their -eader? Would 
the opposition have no bette 
tactician “than factious | 
fimaye ? It is difficult to beli 
that the nation has 
frustratingly barren. 
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HERE will be major 
changes in the Central 
Cabinet soon after the 
state elections. 
least two or 

Central Ministers are expected to 
go to their respective states after 
the state elections to assume new 
responsibilities, so there will be a 
few vacancies. Some 


ERE 


[| 
L 


ed in as yet while some of the 
shifted to other Ministries accor- 
ding to the assessment of the 
Congress (1) High Command in 
the light of their performance 
during the last four months. 
Among the Central Ministers 
who expected 
own sté 
A be а с 


ünty. The Congress (1) 


rity in Orissa and Patnaik, as 
tk most trusted” politician from 
Orissa, will be selected as Chief 
Minister of the state. He memain- 
ed with Mrs Gandhi and Sanjay 
| during the days of their crisis 
44 and however hard Biju Patnaik 
and Nandini Satpathy may try, it 
will be impossible for them to 
weaken JB’s position in the Delh. 
Durbar immediately. 

Giani Zail Singh’s name is also 
being mentioned for Chief Minis- 
tership. If he goes to Punjab, 
either Mr P. V. Narasimha Rao 
or Mr C. M. Stephen will take 
charge of the Union Home Minis- 
| try. Zail Singh is still considered 
to be very close to Mrs Gandhi 
and Sanjay — but they cannot 


in Parliament. Some important 
persons close to the Party High 
Command feel that Zail Singh 
would be more at home in the 
Chandigarh Secretariat and Pun- 
| jab Assembly than in the Union 
Home Ministry and Parliament. 
Will P. C. Sethi be also sent 
back to his own state? ‘There are 
suggestions that because of his 
| ill health he would do b.tter in 
| Bhopal than in Delhi. But nothing 
"x wil depend on this suggestion 
and everything will be decided on 
| the assessment of Mrs Gandhi 
| and Sanjay. They would defi- 
| 2 nitely not like to make V. C. 
| Shukla the Chief Minister of Ma- 
dhya Pradesh. But who wil 
then be the Chief Minister in 
Bhopal? Dr Sankar Dayal Shar- 
| ma? That is also most unlikely. 
| Then would not Sethis name 
| come up naturally? 
| Of all the Central Ministers, 
| Narasimha Rao, Pranab Mukher- 
| 
1 


jee and Vasant Sathe are reported 
to be considered “most successful" 
by the Party High Command. 
e Their performances, both in the 
ў | Secretariat and in Parliament, аге 
| 


\RNING - 


TE 
G d 
1005 _ 


important | 
Ministries have also not been fill- 


present Ministers are likely to be | 


to go to their | 
; J, B. Patnaik seems to | 


| 
| 


be satisfied with his performance ! 


By BARUN SENGUPTA 


being rated as “first class" and 
"high second class" respectively. 
With virtually no experience in 
international diplomacy what Mr 
Rao has done so far as Mrs Gandhi’s 
Foreign Minister is considered to 
be “excellent”, Pranab Mukher- 
jee's performance as the leader of 
the Rajya Sabha, where the Con- 
gress (I) was in a minority till 
the other day, is being considered 
as “first class". It is being said 
that what he achieved in Paris 


during his short visit is a “mir- 
acle?” — though facts of this 
ma 


Vasant Sathe 


“miraculous achievement" are not 
immediately due 
Vasant Sathe 
was given the formidable task of 
with the 
Press, which, the High Command 
been able to do 
intelligence to a 


Mi- 
important 
wil not be 


being disclosed 
to security reasons. 


building up a rapport 


thinks he has 
with tact and 
Jarge extent. 

But all these "successful" 
nisters hold very 
portfolios. — So, it 0 
easy to shift them to other impor- 
tant Ministries. If Zail Singh 
goes to Punjab and Mr Rao is 
made the Home Minister, then 
Mrs Gandhi may personally take 
over the External Affairs Minis- 
try. There is talk that Pranab 
Mukherjee will be given е 
Ministry of Revenue and Banking 
again, by bringing out these two 
important departments from the 
Finance Ministry altogether. But 
who will then be given the Minis- 
try of Foreign Trade which has 
become an empire in itself and 
which is expected to be enlarged 


the making ! 


Ѕ1әҹҳешәбеші 


осо 


further in the near future? Sathe 
can be given some other additional 
Ministries, but in the micst of his 
first assignment the High Com- 
mand is most unlikely to shift 
him to any other Ministry how- 
ever important that may be. It 
should be remembered that none 
of these “successful Ministers” 
are known to be 100 per cent 
Sanjay-men as are A. B. A. Gani 
Kban Chowdhury, Zail Singh and 
A. P. Sharma. 


Some new persons will also 
have to be taken into the Cabinet. 
This time, it is expected to be a 
“Jong term" arrangement (at least 
for two years) and as such no 
Minister is expected to be in tem- 
porary charge. More Ministers 
will naturally be needed to fill the 
vacancies. · In circles close to the 
High Command the names of Su- 
khadia, Salve and Bahuguna are 
still being mentioned. Of course. 
if Bahuguna “tries to play any 
trick” during the Uttar Pradesh 
state election then his future in 
the Congress (I) will be complete- 
ly sealed. 

Mrs Gandhi and Sanjay will 
face more difficulties in selecting 
the Chief Ministers than in nomi- 
nating the new Central Ministers. 
The Congress (I) has no accepted 
leader in any of the nine states 
and in al the states 
the prospective leaders are vying 
with each other to prove their 
loyalty to the High Command. 
But the High Command knows 
and during the last months has 
clearly realised that only loyalty 
will not do. The question of tact, 
efficiency and acceptability will 
also have to be considered. Re- 
cently, Sanjay is reported to have 
commented : ‘Nobody is my man. 
Like any other organisation our 
Party would also like to select the 
right person for the right job’. 
The main question is : Who is the 
-right person? 


No doubt, efficiency will be 
considered. The Congress (I) will 
have to run the state govern- 
ments and the country The 
problems are vast and the situa- 
tion is very complicated and tense. 
No single leader, however, effici- 
ent he or she may be, can tackle 
this situation alone. Efficient 
assistants and helping hands are 
needed. But, in spite of this, 
loyalty and reliability will also be 
important factors during the se- 
lection of Chief Ministers and 
Central Ministers in the month of 
May. The High Command would 
not definitely like to boost anyone 
(however efficient he may be) 
who 
future or may change sides in 
question of succession. 
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NEPAL:RE-ENTER 
DEMOCRACY 


By BHOLA CHATTER JI 


Bhola Chatterjee 


N another few days, May tury in 1950, it is now set tọ make the existence of political Parties) 

‚ to be precise, the peo- up for two lost decades through yet Nepali Congress, made the 1950-5! 
ple of Nepal would troop another revolution, albeit by consent. revolution King Birendra was an in- 
to the polls to decide whe- Sounds paradoxica]? No reason why : 
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еле г fant. His grancfather, e King | 

r the authoritarian it should if one takes a close look at Tribhuvan еи а | 

Partyless panchayat or a multi-Party the men who i i : | 
1 
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д i T, 
System of polity should rule the coun- the circumstances and, of course, the tede Bands «of Mohan , Shumshe 
iry. For the first time in the history dumb multitude that d 

of the country 72 lakh voters would 
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Sorv glance at the Nepalese political’ in the line of the Shah dynasty foun- to liberate the institution of monar- 
Scene would leave no room for doubt ded by Prithvi Narayan Shah, and chy. Between then ana King Biren- 
that 1980 is destined to be a turn- 65-year-old former, first an? so far dra’s accession to the throne in s 
Img-point in the kingdom's contem- last еч me: Monster Bishwe- January 1972 following the death of 
} shwar Prasa oirala, are th i i i a 
Shed in the life of the people, 1980 men who matter most in the lite "ot Re Bing mec er the 
1s most likely to determine whether the ruggedly beautiful land of the block, the political situation had 
epal would remain a single political П } collison course undergone а sea-change. The Palace, 
EU er bn mu S many mu- until recently, the two are now in a which had assumed absolute power, 
ma ds ) Ze poli ical un rapport that not a few look askance was locked in-a fierce struggle with 
are le and linguistic groups at. The responsive relations between Koirala who was Getermined to res- 
е battle lines have been drawn, King Birendra and Koirala are at tore Ne 
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2 Dig 
lese politics—restitution of democra- 
tic government to the people. Muci 
to the chagrin of the Partyless pan- 
chayat faithfuls and even some of 
his own friends, Koirala’s repeated 
emphasis has in reoent times been 
on two points: (a) King Birendra's 
bona fides are not suspect; (b) the 
need for effective cooperation be- 
tween the Palace and the people to 
get the country back on the rails. 
As Koirala recently said at a refer- 
endum rally in Bhairahwa, the king- 
dom would not be able to come to 
grips with the crisis that confronted 
democratic 


it unless rule was re- 
established. Equally true was the 
fact that neither democracy nor 


monarchy would survive without mu- 
tual cooperation. More, _ he empha- 
sized, in the given context “monar- 
chy’s role in nation-building is para- 
mount”. He has at the same time 
cautioned whoever would care to 
listen that since “monarchy is an in- 
stitution acceptable to all...it shcu' ^ 
not' be involved in any controversy". 


HIS was no music in the 
‘| panchayat exponent's ear. 
The advocates of the 
Partyless panchayat de- 
mocracy, an evident con- 
tradiction in terms, have been con- 
tinually harping on the note that 1t 
enjoys the King's unreserved support. 
For the system is the only effective 
answer to the kingdom's problem of 
politics. "Through public speeches. 
Press statements and cleverly mani- 
pulated reports in The Rising Nepal 
the country’s only government-owned 
English language daily, broad hints 
are given to the gullible that, wha: 
ever might have been the develo^ 
ments since the King's referendum 
announoement on May 24 last year, 
the Palace counts on them to pull it 
‘off, With crude cunning the pancha- 
yat camp exploits every available 
forum to sell the line that the Palace 
and the panchayat system are but 
two sides of the same coin. In fact 
the security and safety of the Crown 
and the country are insaparably. lin: 
ked up with the continuance of the 
panchayat system. As former nomi- 
nated Prime Minister Tulsi Giri, one 
of the most sharp operators in the 
Panchayat camp, put it some days 
ago, "threat to it (Nepal's national 
interest), if any, would come, not 
from outside, but from fifth colum- 


nists such as the banned Nepali Con. 
gress", 


Taken at their face value the rau- 
cous cries of the panchayat promo- 
ters would suggest that a favourable 
referendum verdict is a foregone 
conclusion. Tap any of the senior 
panchayat leaders, for instanoe, 
Matrika Prasad Koirala (elder half- 


brother of B. Р, Koirala), Kirtinid: 
Bista, Tulsi Giri, 


is Nagendra Prasad 
Rijal (all former nominated Prime 
Ministers) and the present Prime 
Minister, Surya Bahadur Thapa, an: 
he would reel off a fantastic volume 
of statistical data to establish that 
the Partyless panchayat sysem in- 
heres in it all the virtures and none 
of the vices of every conceivable 
brand of democratic polity. 
Their argument is that 


King 


Mahendra had introduced the pan- 
chayat system “because nationalism 
and democracy were difficult to 
maintain under a multi-Party sys- 
tem”. Tulsi Giri would go a step 
further, convinced as he is that noth 
ing is unfair in war and love, and 
assert that “the panchayat system 
was peculiar to the Nepalese people 
and was not less democratic than the 
democratic system obtaining in any 
of the rich countries’. Comments are 
unnecessary, considering that it will 
not be very easy to find Giri’s peer 
even among amoral panchayat pro- 
moters who habitually make a vir- 
tue of political opportunism. 

Talking of Giri, one cannot help 
mentioning that few Nepalese politi- 
clans can match his capacity for 
rationalizing even the most blatant 
act of perfidy and personal aggran- 
dizement. More than once he has 
been the country's nominated Prime 
Minister only to be given the sack 
for mucking up matters, internal as 
well as external. Until recently he 
was under a cloud for his alleged 
involvement in what is known as the 
"carpet scandal” -—a multi-million 
rupee export racket that made a 
great stir in the country. The former 
Prime Minister had maintained a low 
profile since the May 24 referendum 
declaration last year. Giri is report- 
ed to have told some politicians that, 
as soon as he would able to get him- 
self absolved from the “carpet scan- 
dal", he would expose all about the 
graft, corruption and misuse of pub- 
lic money men in high places indulg- 
ed in. Not only that, he would 
spare no pains to unhinge the Party- 
less panchayat system which was a 
“fraud” on the people. Most pan- 
chayat leaders hold that Giri who. 
cuts up rough at little or no provo- 
cation and who reportedly enjoys 
the support of the now disbanded 
Bastrawadi Vidhyarthi Mandal, an 
outfit of fanatically panchayat sup- 
porting musclemen, is indeed a thorn 
in their flesh. But there is little they 
could do about it, for Giri has pat- 
tons who are too powerful to be 
touched. 


HAT the panchayat camp 
is a house divided against 
itself is not exactly news. 
{Unlike-Alexander Dumas's 
Three Миса GS 
one of the senior panchayat leaders 
stands for himself, for the Palace's 
patronage, for personal power and 
all that goes with it. Matrika Prasad, 
otherwise a suave person, is а pan- 
chayat campaigner not because he 
has convinced himself that the sys- 
tem is based on sound principles and 
guarantees a cure for what ails the 
country. After all, he was president 
of the Nepali Congress at the time 
of the 1950-51 revolution; and he 
could not possibly have unlearnt all 
the lessons of history he had learnt 
the hard way. But then, lack of will 
to undergo suffering and make sacri- 
fice, the desire for power and the 
good life plus family conflict have 
landed him in the company of men 
not опе: оѓ whom would hesitate to 


consign him to limb when it comes - 


to the crunch. 


Matrika Prasad is not unaware of — 
this. He is also alive to the fact that 
he could never occupy the Prime - 
Minister's chair unless the Palace _ 
desired it and that his panchayat col- 
leagues would oppose him severally 
and collectively. And he is aware _ 
that the present Prime Minister 
would feel no qualms about desert- 
ing the panchayat camp should the 
referendum verdict go in favour of 
the multi-Party system. 

In terms of resources, however, 
the panchayat camp is apparently | 2 
very firm on its legs. Knowledgeable P. 
sources confirm that the panchayat : 
propagandists have so far collected 
about (Nepalese) rupees (100 Indian 
rupees-145 Nepalese rupees) one | 
crore fifty lakh. Others apart, the 1 
panchayat camp is aided and abetted “| 
by all manner of vested interests, not | 
excluding a sizable number of former ў 
Ranas, landed interests, businessmen 
and those who have during the 19- 
year panchayat rule  benefitted by dm ? 
their active association with the sys- ; a 
tem. It would not do to suggest H 
that the system has no committed ЖУ: 
supporters. It has and the bulk of 4 
them are from the officially constitu- 
ted network of basic panchayat units a ; 
in the rural and urban areas. AW ж 

It is a hard fact that the panchayat 
camp also has allies in the royal 
family, King Birendra excluded. Some 
very influential members of the 
sprawling royal family, who control 
between them the most sensitive and 
complex segments of the administra- i 
tive apparatus, have a high stake, te 
both political and economic, in the 
authoritarian system. Small wonder 
that nothing would stop them from 
throwing a spanner in the works, 
And the ramified organizational 
structure the panchayat system has 
spawned over the years, particularly 
in the remote hill areas where the 
20th century still has a tenuous foot: | 
hold, would be of considerable help | 
to the anti-democratic forces. Intri- ә = 
gues and conspiratorial politics, ех | 
ploitation, physical violence and the . 
nearly total absence of any effective 
opposition have generated a climate 
of fear and fatalism. _Continuous 
drumming on the point that the in- 
stitution of monarchy and the pan- 
chayat system are indissolubly inter- 
linked has not gone to waste. Could 
it be denied that until the other day 
King Birendra was the most eloquent 
champion of the panchayat system, 


The picture has another side, The 
panchayat camp no longer enjoys the 


ing’s active patronage. Not. 
that the King has .suddenly 
grown tired of exercising absolute 
power. Rather a combination 


of factor has obliged him not 
to ignore the writing on the wa 
He knows it quite well that a section _ 
of panchayat hardliners and exter _ 
nally inspired forces of destabiliza- 
tion had a hand in the arson 
violence that rocked Kathmandu 1а 
May. Neither is he in the dark 
out the aspirations of som 
close relations, not to speak с 
extensive financial interes 
if Iran reminds of the 
might befall a trippin 
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Koirala's words and deeds assure him 
that the democrats form a dike bet- 
ween anarchy and the institution of 
monarchy. He is convinced that 
Koirala is not talking for effect when 
he says that the Palace and the peo- 
ple must pull together for an effec- 
tive response to both internal and 
external challenges. 

Of the numerous other factors 
which are likely to queer the pancha- 
yat camp's pitch, the blighted econo- 
my is certainly a major one. The 
performance of the economy in the 
last two decades has been generally 


indifferent and, at times, positively 
counter-productive. Іп spite of the 
steady inflow of fairly large quan- 


tum of foreign aid and assistance, 
reasonable mobilization of local re- 
sources, elaborate planning and what 
have you, the economy has refused 
to oblige the panchayat administra- 
tion. If official economic experts 
who are wonted to making under- 
tatements, for instance, Y. P. Pant, 
the economy “unsatisfactory” 
rs would say that it is in down- 
t bad shape. The fact that Nepal, 
which has all along been exporting 
food, "seemed likely”, as Lok Raj 
al put it, to be converted “into 
a food importing country” speaks 
volumes for the difficult state of the 
economy. The panchayat govern- 
ment’s management of the economy 
i sad account of utter inefficiency, 
wasted opportunities and wrong prio- 
rities, of acts of malfeasance and 
misfeasance. It seems the economic 
policy formulators do not even have 
an understanding of the cruel prob- 
lem of poverty that smites the peo- 
ple. Тһе acting president of the 
Nepali Congress, Krishna Prasad 
Bhattarai, is not far from wrong when 
he says that the 19-year panchayat 
rule has only increased the already 
massive volume of poverty and un- 
employment. As he said at a 
Pokhara Bar Association meet recent- 
ly, "the rich had become richer and 
the poor poorer under the panchayat 
system”. 

To illustrate the point, five fami- 
lies, not of Nepalese origin, have, 
during panchayat rule, literally 
climbed from rags to riches. They 
are still making their pile, thanks 
to the highly profitable two-way 
traffic between them and the pancha- 
yat leaders. And where the poverty 
line gets drawn is anybody's guess. 
The economic stagnation is much 
too severe to escape even the most 
superficial observer's notice. Soaring, 
prices, a shrinking employment mar- 
ket and nil growth rate indeed would 
not help narrow the panchayat camp's 
widening credibility gap. 


Е cowardice is infectious, 

Courage is perhaps more 

So. For proof, just ster 

into the Nepali Congress' 

- office at  Ranipokhari. 
With each day that passes, increasing 
numbers of people from almost every 
walk of life Come there to identify 
themselves with the democratic for- 
ces. Streams of young men and 
women, their eyes sparkling with 
hope, come there every day for guide- 
lines and material assistance that the 


leaders might give them. Their re- 
quests are modest; campaign lite- 
rature, posters and strips of blue 
cloth—blue happens to be the elec- 
tion colour allotted to the multi- 
Party camp. More often then not 
they draw a blank, 
coffers are always empty. A few 
words of encouragement, instructions 
to make do with locally collected re- 


sources are all that Krishna Prasad те, in no uncertain terms, that he 


spares the young  idealists before 
ordering them to remote areas, to 
reach some of which might require 
quite a few days’ trekk.ng. 


. The Nepali Congress, its long years 
in the wilderness notwithstanding. 
has a large cadre of committed 
workers. Its organisational base, 
however, is not as strong as might 
be desired. To make up for this 
there is the charismatic Koirala who 
projects a picture of quiet confidence. 


for the Party, 


He has no doubt about the outcome 


Á 


Matrika Prasad Koirala 

of the referendum; and he firmly 
believes that King Birendra will not 
break his word. As he sees it, the 
lingering shreds of suspicion, if any. 
have been. dispelled by the King's 
grant of general amesty. Which, in 
fact, has put the panchayat camp at 
a disadvantage and done the demo- 
crats a good turn. It may not be 
irrelevant here to touch оп other 
groups and “individuals that have 
made common cause With the demo- 
cratic foross: For instance, Dilli 


Raman Begmi, along with former 
Prime Ministers Tanka Prasad 
Acharya and К. I. Singh. ' Besides, 


there are the communist groups, both 
pro-Beijing and  pro-Moscow. ‘True, 
numerically and otherwise the pro- 
Moscow communists led by Keshar 
Jung Rayamjhi count for little. But 


saliaeud ejoug 


this does not apply to the group that nearly identical wavelength 


functions uncer Monmohan Adhi- 
kari’s leadership. Founder of the 
communist movement in Nepal, Adhi- 
kari is said to be the leader of one 
of the pro-Beijing groups. The fact 
of the matter is that Adhikari, who 
is Beijing oriented, is the only Nepa i 
communist leader with a certain 
following. Admitting his friendly 
attitude - toward China, Adhikari tol 


was first and last a Nepal patriot and 
that the point at issue currently was 
not communism but the restoration ° 
of democracy. In the circumstances, ж 

the only course open to him was to 2 2 

work for the success of the multi- 
Party camp, of which, Adhikari readi- 
ly conceded, Koirala was the unrival- 
led leader. That is why he chose to 
cooperate with the Nepali Congress. 


This is not to suggest that the 
Nepali Congress will just romp 
through the referendum. It is ham- 
strung by forces and factors that just + д 
cannot be wished away. Relentless | 3 
persecution and suffering over a two- E 
decade long period have not left the EE 
Party unscathed. Dogged, almost E 
allalong by the interminable process 
of fission, fusion and fission, it is: 
certainly in no position to claim that 3 
it is as purposefully united today as 
it was when it won, hands down, the 
country's first general elections in 
1959. Lack of resources, intra-Party 
conflict and, above all the large 
gaps in the leadership chain have 
had their adverse effect. Could it 
be denied that the distance, albeit 
in terms of leadership qualities, bc 
tween Koirala and the rest is much 
too great? Another complicating 
factor is the presence of the big 
powers. They are not disinterested 
onlookers; each has its own set of 
reasons to take more than merely E 
an academic interest in the goings- dq il 
on in Nepal. It is just that some i 
do it brazenly while others prefer to ) 
act on the sly. This is something Ы 
the democrats сап hardly afford to 1 
ignore. Ed 

Be that as it may, it does not call 
for much inside knowledge to say 
that things will never be the same 
again in Nepal, irrespective of the 
referendum verdict. Even if the i 

. panchayat group gets through, the z 
kingdom will not revert to the iue 
P 


authoritarian system it suffered from 
these past two decades. For that 
matter, a carbon-copy of the West- 
minster variety of Parliamentary 
framework will not immediately be- 
come operative . should the people 
opt for the multi-Party system. But 
one thing is sure and it 1s that post- 
referendum Nepal, no matter what 
nomenclature its political system 
might adopt, will have no more than 
two alternatives to choose fro 
Either its political system must 

pend for its survival on the people, 
ensuring their participation in the | 
decision-making process, or it must _ 


King Birendra knows it, 
does Koirala. Which, i : 
plains why the two 


Move over Zia 


But who will take his place ? 


6 8 s EP | 
AKISTAN's military regime was 
never regarded as a stable poli- 
tical enterprise in any major capital, 
with possible exception of Peking. 
The Chinese leaders have, over the 
past two decades, amply demon- 
Strated their fondness for Pakistan's 
uniformed Presidents, but even they 
must now be developing serious 
doubts about Zia's viability, Develop- 
ments in Pakistan over‘ the last 
month indicate that the  dictator's 
isolation is virtually complete, The 
General is more unpopular than he 
was at the time of Bhutto’s execution 
a8 year ago. Undoubtedly aware of 
this fact, he recently told Pakistani 
ournalists: "I am not a know-all, 
here are many Pakistanis who are 
abler than J, who are more capable 
than I, more competent than I. They 
must come at the right time to take 
off from where I leave. But I must 
leave at the proper place and not 
just run away", The fact of the 
matter is that the overwhelming 
majority of the country believes that 
"there is no time like the present for 
the General to depart, Zia’s refusal 
. to share power gradually isolated him 
_ from the right-wing political Parties, 
Many of these have lost all credibi- 
lity for having collaborated with the 
military in the first place, In reality 
they were cynically utilised by the 
Generals who felt the need for a 
modicum of civilian support in the 
period leading up to Bhutto’s execu- 
tion. Their services ware dispensed 
with soon afterwards. Today even 


40 


ен nye’ 


tii aia « 
the neo-fascist Jamaat--Islami has 


withdrawn its support and called for 
a civilian Government. 


The new crisis is clearly a result 
of the Soviet invasion of Afghanistan. 
Zia was confronted with a real 
dilemma. The fact that hatred for his 
regime is almost universal inside 
Pakistan meant that he could not 
utilise the Soviet intervention to win 
mass support. The response of the 
Pakistani people to Afghanistan has 
been extremely muted. Many of Zia’s 
opponents cherish the hope that the 
Red Army might solve their problems 
with a quick thrust onware to 
Islamabad, In private they will even 
say so. Immediately after the Soviet 
invasion of Afghanistan, the Penta- 

on and the US wanted to transform 

akistan into a US military base. 
This display of indecent haste fur- 
ther limited Zia’s options, A regime 
as rif popular and unrepresentative 
as his could not afford a decision 
which might further inflame public 
opinion, бо the US plan was reject- 
е on the grounds that the £175 
million being offered was ‘peanuts’. 
At the same time Pakistani civil ser- 
vants made it known to the United 
States that most of the aid should, in 
any event, be routed through China, 
which was still regarded as the coun- 
try’s ‘oldest ally’. The State Depart- 
ment was displeased and talk of re- 
placing Zia began to be heard in the 
corridors. Aware of what was taking 
place, the desperate dictator threw 


out some feelers to the Soviet Union, 
He offered to allow mutually agreed 
inspection teams to be stationed on 
the Pak-Afghan border and stresseq 
Pakistan s comm.tment to ‘non. 
alignment’. The , Cuban Foreign 
Minister recently visited Pakistan tg 
assess the situation, but Moscow jt, 
self has yet to respond to the over. 
tures. 


Between 14 and 17 March there 
was a half-baked attempt at a coup 
designed to topple Zia. It failed and 
a Chinese military delegation in the 
country led by Xiao Ke, Vice. 
Minister of Defence, pledged in pub. 
lic support ‘as ever’ the struggle of 
Pakistan ‘and its armed forces’ to 
safeguard the country. Zia’ dismiss. 
ed two of his senior military : col. 
leagues and appointed six new 
Lieutenant-Generals. The two dis. 
missed men, General Faiz Ali Chishti 
and Ghulam Hassan, were relieved of 
their military commands and dis. 
missed from the Federal Cabinet, 
General Chishti had been the master- 
mind behind the coup which toppled 
Bhutto in July 1977. An extremely 
aggressive and self-confident officer, 
he had clearly chafed at the sucoes- 
sion of mistakes made by Zia 
General Ghulam Hassan, a Pathan 
General, was the Co-ordinator of the 
Intelligence Services and third most 
powerful General in the country. 

Some weeks prior to his removal; 
Chishti had visited North America and 
Britain. While in London he had 
been unusually frank in informal. dis- 
cussions with Pakistanis resident in 
London. He stated that Zia was à 
disaster for the country ; that his in- 
cessant lies were an embarrassment 
to the military; that the army ; was 
in a demoralised state and "I've 
reached the end of my patience". 
Whether Chishti was being groomed 
totake overfrom Zia by the US State 
Department is an open question, but 
American journalists had evinced а 
remarkable interest in his movements 
since last December, Chishti remain: 
ed confident even after his removal. 
A friend who rang him from London 
and asked what he intended to do 
was told: ‘I’m at least the elected 
President of the Rawalpindi Golf 
Club |" : DR 


The break-up of the unity of the 


top echelons of the army is the strom | 


gest manifestation yet of the crisis 
afflicting Pakistan, Zia is seen as. 4 
liability by the United States. But 
who can replace him? Another coup 
would not necessarily improve mat 
ters, though it might provi › 
to the leadership of Bhutto's People’s 
Party, which would win a majorit 
In any election. But an election coult 
Prove to be an expensive gamble. _ It 
would unleash a set of mass mobili 
sation and in Baluchistan 
would return a nationalist Govern 
ment, fis 
TARIQ ALI, London ` | 


(By arrangement with “New Statesman | 
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The cigarette war 


ao A E 
Smoking injures the vendors, too 


Dharna of cigarette retailers opposite the Municipal Corporation 


NEST time you stop to buy a 
packet of cigarectes, tuink 
about the poor vendors economic 
expioitation at the hands of manu- 
facturers. Come to tgink of x, the 
courteous vendor is obiiging the own- 
ers of cigarette industry. What does 
the vendor get in return for seling 
the cigarettes? Hardly anything, eight 
paise as gross pront оп a packet 
means a daily gross income of only 
Rs 16 if a vendor sells as many as 200 
packets. And most vendors don’t sell 
as many as 200 packets; tney subsist 
on the ѕа,еѕ of bidi, pan matcuboxes 
aud cold drinks. Tnis is grave in- 
justice and we decided to do some- 
thing about it”, tne organising 
secretary of the Mumbai Bidi-Tam- 
baku Vyapari Sangh, Mr  Harish- 
chandra Shetye, told SUNDAY. 


To press their demands, the Sangh 
launched an indennite strike on 
April 4 and ever simce not a single 
vendor in Bombay has reportedly 
traded in cigarettes. Till the time 
of going to press, there has been no 
perceptible softening of stands on 
either side—the 14,500 vendors re- 
presented by the Mumbai Bidi- 
Tambakhu Vyaperi Sangh and the 
cigarette manufacturers by the Ciga- 
rette Manufacturers’ Association. A 
compromise seems to have been rul- 
ed out and each side is apparently 
waiting for the other to surrender. 
The prelude to the strike was the 
dharna outside the factories of the 
two major cigarette manufacturers 
іп the city—Goiden Tobacco and God- 
frey Phillips on March 27. 


The  Sangh’s most important 
demand is that the commission for 
vendors must be raised to 15 per 
cent of a cigarette packet’s market 
price and the wholesalers be given a 
commission of 2.5 per cent. If and 
when the cigaretté manufacturers 
accept this formula it would mean a 
gross profit of 37.5 paise for the 
yendor and od paise for the whole- 
saler on a packet of cigarettės priced 
at Rs 2.50. The Sangh has com- 
municated its demand to all the five 
principal cigarette manufaciurers; 
Godfrey Phillips, ITC, Golden Tobac- 
co. National Tobacco and the Vazir 
Sultan Tobacco company. 


£F? 


The Mumbai Bidi-Tambakhu Vya- 
pari Singh was founded in 1968 under 
the leadership of George Fernandes 
who was responsible for initiating 
trade union movements in other 
fields too. The office bearers of the 
Sangh contend that over the years, 
cigarette vendors and wholesalers 
have been treated very shabbily by 
cigarette manufacturers. The prices 
of cigarettes have skyrocketed during 
the last decade but the vendors’ 
commission has remained static. Acc- 
ording to the Sangh organisers, the 
Government should have intervened 
in the matter long ago and brought 
an end to the “unpardonabie and 
savage exploitation". Ashok Vaikul, 
the Sangh's secretary and the owner 
of a small cigarette shop in Bombay 
told SUNDAY: “We were agitating 
for some sort of common commission 
that is, trying to get for ourselves 
something akin to what the Govern- 
ment gives for all essential com- 
modities. For jnstance, the grain and 
groceries retailers get 15 per cent. 
Also, lottery seliers get 15 per cent 
and the retailers of non-essential items 
like iiquor get as much as 35 per 
cent as commission. Despite the fact 
that cigarettes are luxury items, on 
an average we only get six per cent 
as commission". .A cigarette vendor 
told SUNDAY: ‘What I earn as conr 
mission is shameful. After sitting in 
the cigarette stall for more than 14 
hours every day, we can’t earn more 
than Rs 10. This is the gross profit. 
From this sum we have to substract 
the establishment cost, among other 
things. Eventually, our net income 
works out to less than Rs 9 every 
day". 

Ashok Vaikul is confident about 
the success of the strike in Bombay. 
He says: "We first gave the manu- 
facturers an eight-day ultimatum. to 
amend their rates of commlssins. 
They did nothing. So we did what 
we had said we would. Since the 
strike uot a single cigarette pack has 
been lifted from any of Bombay's 
cigarette manufacturers. We are for- 
tunate in one way. Since 
smokers found it impossible to 
buy cigarettes, — they switched 
over to bidis where our  com- 
mission is considerabiy higher, bet- 


otr 2 
47890 and 35 рег cent. We have the 
Strength to see this strike through". 
The Sangh has now taken up the. 
task of taking their strugel to other 
parts of the country. Зее 
of Sangh workers came to Calcutta 
in the third week of April and orga- 
nised a meeting which was attended 
by a large number of wholesalers and 
vendogs. The Sangh proposes to 
organise a strike jn Calcutta while 
the Sangh office bearers who had 
‘travelled from Bombay told SUNDAY 
in Calcutta: “We are happy with 
the response we received. We shall 
soon go to Delhi and Ahmedabad to 
meet cigarette vendors and whole- 


salers”. On March 22, grou 
left for Ahmedabad. ms Е 

Calcutta has roughly опе lakh 
vendors, most of them without a 
proper licence issued by Corporation 


authorities. The initial investment is 
paltry enough to attract a large 
number of unemployed péople. As a 
matter of fact, Calcutta is the largest 
cigarette selling centre in eastern 
India. ITC dominates the market in 
the region and the vendors and 
wholesalers are yet to form a proper 
union. { 


The Mumbai BidrTambakhu Vya- 
par Sangh recently won a small 
attle against cigarette manufactur- 
ers. Sometime ago, ITC launched 
Classic, a luxury brand priced at Rs 
10 but the vendors in Bombay re- 
fused to sell it unless they were 
given 15-per cent as commission. ITC 
did not agree to this demand and as 
a result vendors did not sell Classic. 
On the other hand, Golden Tobacco 
agreed to dish out a 15 per cent com- 
mission on their new product Panama 
Prince. As a result of this, cigarette 
- vendors are making 28 paise as profit 
on every Panama Prince pack. The 
Sangh is also responsible for boosting 
the sales of Sivakasi match boxes in 
and around Bombay at the expense 
‘of Wimco. Sharad Rao, the Singh's 
president says that the movement of 
cigarette vendors will soon become a 
national phenomenon. ` 
R. A. Poddar, chief executive 
advisor of Godfrey Phillips is bitter- 
ly critical of what the Cigarette 
Manufacturers’ Association (CMA) 


lis “blackmail” on the part of 
Са rg He told SUNDAY in Bom- 
bay: “You have to remember that 


the vendors have made absolutely no 
investment—at one time we calculat- 
ed that their annual profit on invest- 
ment works out to over 740 per cent. 
Most of the vendors are selling the 
cigarettes at inflated rates and earn- 
ing 1.500 per cent as profits in the 
process. And why are vendors in 
Bombay alone demanding larger com- 
mission? All'over the country vendors 
get a standard 6 per cent commission". 
It however appears that the move- 
ment will soon have the country in 
its grip. Unless a compromsme is 
reached, in the near future smokers 
of all shades will face an acute 
cigarette famine. In Bombay, most 
middle class and lower middle class 
customers have already switched over 
to bidis, 
S. N. M. ABDI and ASHISH ` 


RAJADHYAKSHA, Bombay 


A PEN HT TOBE SMUGGLED 


Luxor-Chromatic, India's only twist action, 
two-color pen. 


Contemplate the tip—delicately honed in 
tungsten carbide. The barrel—a brass 


! 
| 
beauty in Florentine finish, The clip--a study in i | B i | 


stylish dignity. Available in a range of nine 
attractive finishes. All metal, sleek and trendy. 


Luxor-Chromatic j Ir self-conscious people 3s 
who want more than an ordinary pen. 


47277; » 4 CHROMATIC A 
Writes red. Writes blue One pen that writes Ike two. 


With technical know-how from 
CHROMATIC CORPORATION, U.S.A. 
For more details write to ; 
Marketing: Division, 
Luxor Metaltec (I) Pvt. Ltd. + 
236, Okhla Industrial Estate, New Delhi 110020 
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A case of no clues 


Emmanuel 


(ЭМ the morning of March 29, 
МУ Emmanuel Williams, 22, finished 
his bath, got ready and left his home 
for Mehta Export, the factory where 
he worked. On the way he stopped 
at a tea stall near his house at Moor 
Lines, Delhi Cantonment, to have a 
cup of tea. Even before he could 
get his cup of tea, he suddenly felt 
a hand on his shoulder. He turned 


,around and saw constable Vijay Pal 


Singh, standing next to him. Before 
he realised what was happening ‘he 
was whisked away to the Delhi Can- 


The dead body of Emmanuel 


N 
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tonment police station for interro- 
gation. The reason: he was suspect- 
ed to be involved in the kidnapping 
of a girl, Raj, who had been missing 
for the last two days. Raj, a 14 
year-old girl, and daughter of Jaipal 
Singh, a gate keeper at Palam cinema 
worked as a maid servant in a nearby 
locality. On March 27, she went out 
for shopping but never returned. To 
this date her  whereabouts are un- 
known. Anxious about what had 
happened to his daughter, Jaipal 
Singh went to the Delhi Cantonment 
police station and lodged a com- 
plaint. He, howéver, did not file an 
FIR until March 31, wherein he stated 
-that he suspected that Emmanuel 
might be involved in the kidnapping 
of his daughter. Sometime back he 
had found a photograph of Emmanuel 
in the possession of Raj. Suspecting 
that they were having an affair, he 
had admonished her. Further, he said 
that on the day his daughter dis- 
appeared, some people had seen 
Emmanuel around the locality where 
he lived. In the meanwhile, accord- 
ing to D. F. Williams, Emmanuel's 
father, word had got around that the 
palice had taken away his son. He 
waited throughout the day for him tp 
come back home. When finally, till 
the evening ‘he did not return, he 
went to the police station to inquire. 
There he found his son in police 
custody, sitting in a corner and weep- 
ing after being subjected to torture. 
A Similar pattern developed in the 
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- leased, a post mortem was conducted. 


following days. Either on his way to. 
work, or while returning from work, 
Emmanuel would be picked up by 
the police, interrogated and, then ге. 
leased, Emmanuel would return home 
a broken boy and tell his father the 
torture he had gone through. z 


Helpless at what was ha ing 
D. F. Williams, finally атое pio: Ee 
Mrs Vimal Nagi, ап ex-Metropolitan | 
Councillor and Member of the | « 
Contonment Board for help and | 
advice. On April 8, Mrs Nagi, after _ 
hearing the story went to the pollice 
station and met the Station House ў 
Officer. She also saw Emmanuel in | 
the police lock-up who, she said, on 1 
seeing her said: “The police will kill _ 
me, they won't leave me. Please help | 
me get out of here". Once again, _ 
that night Emmanuel was released. 
But this did not stop his plight. | 
Emmanuel's father said that every I _ 


day the boy was taken for interroga- | ~ 
tion and he returned home in a bad I | 
condition. On April 11, too, Emma- a 


nuel was taken for interrogation by f 
the police at around 4 in the evening. ' 
And the same day after a couple of _ 
hours, Emmanuel was found lying n. 
by the roadside about a 100 yards __ 
from his house, in an unconscious 
state, frothing at the mouth, Im- | 
mediately, D. F. Williams's neighbours 
contacted him. Не rushed to the 1, 
spot and took his son to the canton- 1 
ment general hospital. The doctors ~~ 

at the hospital réferred the case to | 

the Safdargunj hospital, where Em- 
manuel was admitted in the emer- 
gency ward. At no stage, despite the - 
repeated beatings, could the police _ 
extract a statement from Emmanuel - 
saying that he was involved in the 
kidnapping. For five days he battled 
for life, all the while unconscious 
and in a staté of coma, unable to 
utter a word. On April 16, at 3.30 pm 
he died, without having issued any - 
statement. Before his body was re- 


was leading the 
with Mrs Vimal Nagi, then 
ed the situation to the seni 
officials, who. assured them 
matter would be looked into. 
after a four-hour long d 
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olice personnel, Vijay Pal Singh and 
aval Singh involved in the interro- 
gation, have been suspended pending 
an inquiry. 


Though no final medical report has 
been made out, according to the post- 
mortem réport a greenish substance 
was found in Emmanuel’s stomach 
and it is claimed that he died due 
to some unknown poisoning. But the 
real cause of the death will be 
announced after the examination of 
the viscera. The medical report also 
says that no signs of external injury 
were found on the body of Emmanuel. 
But it is common knowledge that 
police beating does not always leave 
marks on the body. And as a police 
officer admitted, "He was given beat- 
ings, but not third degree ones". 


According to Mrs Vimal Nagi: 
“The police tortured him so much 
that he probably decided to commit 
suicide. He could пої take the 
torture any more. After all, if every 
day you are tortured without any 
hope of the beating ending, then 
what do you do?” Emmanuel’s father 
suspects foulplay, and as he told 
this reporter, "It was because of the 
police that he died. I can tell you, 
my son was innocent”. There are 
some interesting facts, however. 
Though the police, on the basis of the 
information given by Jaipal Singh, 
suspect that Emmanuel did have a 
hand in the disappearence of Rai, 
they did not either arrest or official- 
ly kéep him in police custody. Yet, 
they regularly brought him over for 
police interrogation and kept him for 
constderably long periods of time, 


Secondly, there seéms to be a con- 
tradiction as far as the number of 
occasions on which Emmanuel was 
interrogated is concerned. Though 
the police authorities should have a 
tecord of the exact number of times 
on which a person is interrogated the 
statement issued by them says: 
“Emmanuel was called for interroga- 
tion to the police station three or 
four times". Emmanuel's relatives 
and neighbours, however, say that he 
was called for interrogation virtually 
every day. The police are also 
singularly tight-lipped and defensive 
on this issue. “Ап inquiry is on and 
therefore we are in no position to 
say anything. ‘It is only after the 
inquiry is over that the facts will 
emerge,” said Dr K. K. Paul, SP, 
South Delhi, But the police maintain 


that they had no hand whatsoever ' 


in Emmanuel's death. 

The police maintain that they see 
no reason why they would be involv- 
ed as no complaint was made against 
the police between April 11 and 16 and 
say that the matter was politicised 
after the death of Emmanuel, But 
as Emmanuel's father sald + "At that 
time we were more bothered .about 
saving the life of my son. We did not 
even think of complaining against 
anyone.” Again, the police say that 
they got to know of Emmanuel’s con- 
dition only when the  Safdargunj 
hospital authorities informed them 
that it was a medico-legal case of 
suspected poisoning. What the police, 
however, admit is that "some irre- 
gularities were found in the investi- 


gation of the case" as a result of 
which two police pérsonnel were sus- 
pended. The nature of the irregula- 
rities they réfuse to reveal. The “irre- 
Eularities" ars being investigated by 
Additional Deputy Commissioner of 
Police, Mr Sewa Dass. Whatever 
may be the cause of Emmanuel’s 
death, his father will now be without 


Isle of discontent 1 


IX years back when the Indian 
Government gave away a tiny, 
uninhabited island of Kachatheevu, 
situated in the Palk Strait, to Sri 
Lanka, the fishermen of Ramesh- 
waram were not really happy. 
The island which contains a small 
chapel of St. Anthony, where a 
big feast is held annually, was 
once the personal property of the 
Raja of Ramnad, Since Sri Lanka 
claimed it, Mrs Gandhi who was 


keen оп building up better 
relationship with the Sri 
Lanka Government handed 


over the island. But with certain 
conditions. The annual St. An- 
thony's festival was to. go on, and 
pilgrims from India would not be 
-asked to show passports or visas. 
Also, Sri Lankan and Indian fisher- 
men would be allowed to fish in 
the "traditional" waters. This 
small condition which seemed so 
innocent then has become a bone 
of contention over the last years. 
The situation in Rameshwaram to- 
day is quite grim and thousands 
of Indian fishermen who fish 
around the island are living in con- 
stant fear. Franklin Rayon, one of 
the more articulate fishermen lea- 
ders told me that from “time im- 
memorial” Indian fishermen have 
been fishing in waters beyond 
Kachatheevu. *The waters around, 
Rameshwaram hardly produce any 
.fish. So our fishermen used to go 
beyond  Kachatheevu island, fish 
for the lucrative prawns, rest on 
the island for some time and then 
return to Sri Rameshwaram", he 
explained. “Sri Lanka fishermen 
didn't really object to this, never 


mind the small quarrels and mis- | 
understandings occuring now and 
the. waters around 


then, For 
Kachatheevu ‘offer 
throughout the 
But once the 
over to Sri Lank 
became “terrible” 
waram fishermen. “The 1 
autho We allowed the 
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good prawns 
$ 


his only son. Shortly aftér his death, 
a delegatim was to the Lt 
Governors house and Mr M. S. 
Jagmohan has promised to pay com- 
pensation for his death. But will that 
compensate for the (loss of his only 


support during his old age? 
SAUMITRA BANERJEE, Delhi ~ 


Lanka naval authorities seized 60 _ 
mechanised boats”.  coutínued - 
Franklin Rayon, “and after seizing |. 
our prawus, asked us to go back | 
—thanks to their rude behaviour 

and incautious approach, one of | 
the mechanised boats was sunk". - 

Rameshwaram fishermen claim _ 
that the Sri Lanka navalmen аге _ 
only interested in pocketing the 

prawns which they: would sell 
clandestinely through their friends, 
In fact their presence is resented | 
even by the Lanka fishermen. For - 


as their boats move around they | 


destroy the nets of the Lank 
fishermen", Е 


agen 
“A number of boats have been 1 
in recent years due to the unpre- | 
dictable cyclone and to make 
things worse, we are the victims _ 
to the Lanka navalmen's greed", | 
complained P. A. Fernando, Secre- | 
tary of the Rameshwaram Fisher- | 
men’s Association. It is believed | 
that each boat catches 10 kg of . 
prawns on an average: each Kg | 
of prawn can fetch Rs 60 to Rs 

in the export market. "Sri Lank 
naval authorities are playing - 
hide-and-grab game", continued 
Franklin Rayon. "Some days 
don’t turn up. And then sudd 
they appear, and order our 
men to follow them. О 
the situation MO 


A TOP producér thought 
he was being very wise 
when he wanted to sign 
up Raakhee for a role in 
one of his overcrowded 
multistarrers. It was 
supposed to be a very 
"challenging" role and 
therefore the producer 
assumed that the star 
concerned would not 
demand a fabulous sum. 
The very name of the 
producer was supposed to 
make the star jump for the 
role. But Raakhee is not 
just another star—she iş 
au individual who thinks. 
When she quoted hêr price, 
the man acted in typical, 
crude fashion. He told her 
that if she didn't agree to 
their price (peanuts) they 
would. take the next plane 
to get another star and she 
would jump for it at half 
their offer! He thought the 
threat would force Raakhee 
into accepting his offer. On 
the contrary, it put her off 
completely! ‹ 
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PURRED on by her films’ 
success, Re has . 
become bold and innovative. 
Like she did this Madras 

film with Kamalahasan 
when she found out that 
another South Indian sex- 
bomb, Kalpana Iyer was 
slated for that role. Never 
before had Rekha gone out 
to ask for roles, leave alone, 
one in a film from Madras. 
Апа now she has gone one 
step further to prove to 
Raakhee that she can also 
wear white in her hair 


Yogita: Kishore Kumars 
loss. is Mıthun’s gain 
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EN Ё a d» 
e. Producers should know this 


like Raaklee did in Kabhi 
Kabhie and Tapasya. Good 
for Rekha; at least she is 
concentrating on her work. 


OW that the Kishore- 
Yogita divorce has come 
through, will i be long 
before Leena officially | 
begins living with Kishore? | 
d will it mean Mithun 
d Yogita tying the knot 
legally? Hope that doesn't 
upset the scalés because 
Mithun is a rising star and 
marriage might tilt the 
balance unfavourably for 
him. Yogita, who was | 
showing a bit of promise 
after her Kishore-marriage= _ 
fiasco, may again slip down. | 
Why can't such girls (like | 
Rekha and Parveen) who | 
need to be constantly in | 
love with a man stay that | 
| 
| 


.way—they make a hash out 
of their marriage. by . ; 
hurrying their spouses into 
it unwillingly and then |... и 
making a hash out of thet i 
careers by concentrating 
on other things besidés 
their work! 


T started as a 

X helpless undertaking 
might well turn out a . 
. Inoney-spinning venture: 
Raakesh Roshan was 
helping out a friend who 
"wanted to make a fil 
then the friend bac 
So Raakesh made 
‘Diwane and if the à d 
reports are to be trustee 
dm should do very wel 
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VEN during the “wet” 
years of - 

Karunanidhi's regime, | 
Madras was never notorious 
for the kind of film parties 
which take place in Bombay. 
In sharp contrast, such 
parties and get-togethers 
have become common ў 
today; sycophant journalists 
are shepherded into a safe 
hotel and their fantasies 
are irrigated by alcohol. 
Of late, some actors and 
actresses too are throwing 
“wet” parties in their hotel 
suites. And a heroine with 
a musical name organised 
one such binge but some of 
the journalists were 
reportedly annoyed as she 
kept the best hooze for her 
producers and served 
second grade alcohol to the 
Press. 
JN one of his forthcoming 
2 films Hitler Umanath, 
actor Sivaji Ganesan is 
shown wearing a Hitler-like 
mask. That may be the 
only connection the film has 
with Hitler. Years ago, 
Sivaji produced a film 
entitled Vietnam Veedu, a 
terrible melodrama about a 


house of perpetual conflicts. 
In one of the scenes from 
the script (which was also 
produced by Sivaji), he was 


heard saying: “My sons 
are never good to me but, 
then why should I complain? 
After all even Gandhi’s sons 
weren’t faithful to him”: 
Well, one of Gandhi’s 
grandsons who's an IAS 
officer wrote a letter to 
Sivaji Ganésan correcting 


.the observation. Sivaji 


promptly droppeq the 
incorrect line from the 
Script and didn't include it 
in the film too. Incidentally, 
of late,Sivaji is showing 
great aptitude for decorative 
titles. He has acted in 
General Chakravarthy, Justice 
Gopinath, Pilot Premnath, 
and now, Hitler Umanath. 
Suggested titles: Stalin 
Muthuchamy, Marshal Tito 
Manickam and Mountbatten 
Mannarsamy. Please note, 
PIOUSJI holds the 
copyright for these titles. 


Now that Kamalahasan is 
М accepting assignments in 
Hindi (he has three Hindi 
films on hand), it's high time 
some enterprising producer 


J 


ayen and Gita: Forbidden fruit tastes sweeter . 
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remade his Tamil 
super hit Kalyana Raman. 
As the dim-wit Kalyanam, 
Kamalahasan was superb 
and the film pulled crowds 
solely because of him. 
Recently when Madras 
Doordarshan announced 
that Kalyana Raman, would 
be telecast, dozens of 
letters; mostly from 
students, requested the 
Doordarshan authorities 
not to telecast the film 
during the examination 
season. And some 
*"miscreant" (was it a 
student?) even telephoned 
the Doordarshan Kendra 
and announced thar Тош 
bombs had been plan 
inside the building. The. 
film was telecast according 
to schedule. Scores of police 
‘personnel combed the 
sprawling Doordarshan 
Kendra and realised after 
four hours that it was only 
‘a hoax. 


OW can we have yet 
another hero oalled 


Mohan when Lakshms 


actor-husband Mohan is 
still in the field? The 
makers of Nenjathai 
Killathey feel that 


Lakshmis Mohan may not 


stage a come-back in Tami) 
films at all (we hear he has 
a couple of Malayalam 
films), and people have .. 


Уч 


Sripriya in a scene from “Nachitram” 


‘know that she hasn't given 


even forgotten his bi: 
existence, As a matter of Я 
fact, he was never popular 
in Tamil films and hasn't 
acted in more than four 
Tamil films. And Mohan 
seems to be an intelligent 
and sensitive person. He 
avoids sticking to his wife's 
saree. When Lakshmi took 
up the direction of a 
Tamil-Kannada bilingual, 
she didn't even whisper her 
husband's name during the: 
casting. When asked why 
she didn* do so, she 
quipped: "He just didn't 
suit that role" . 

RIPRIYA's Natchathiram 

too has opened to full 

houses: if the initial ЖУ 
enthusiasm is carried оп, 15 
the film will help to prop ap 
Sripriya's sagging popularity, 


Ra SHARMA wants 
SUNDAY readers to 


up trying for Hindi films: 
She has a couple of 
assignments like Salle Pe 
Satta (the film has five 
heroes including Amitabh — 
and five heroines). And | 
though Tamil producers are 
paving more attention to 
her than Hindi ones, she 
believes her stars w 


shine in 


Esa „жылды E EERIE 
song had a very; c action 
catchy beat, so it was  not- V Ree 
surprising that it shot to the, ? 
top of the popularity charts 
over the world. 
group that called themselves 


:| established themselves 
е big league with the re-| gg 
| lease of the song called] | 

Suddenly, every-| | 4 
jone, from grandmothers 


discovered 
lyrics had homo- 


The Vill-| „ай, +4 
r _ Eu t Чуд 


under a 


[sexual overtones. 
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Computers are the « 
oured tools ОЁ people 
dominate. They Serve 


The 


had 2 iro] and to punish, 

x j|morrow telematic technique 
wil inaugurate 1984” E 
the Committee To Liquidate 


“Ог Мецігаіѕе Com 
'|(CLNC) in а letter to gu 
Ns ‚ newspaper, Liberation. Th 
T. ait Committee members, "tech. 
P nicians in the computer field 
- weh placed to appreciate jte 
dangers to society", have 
lived up to their name and 
their professed ideals, | 
early April they set tre tol | 
the computer works ofl | 


r Nie а ШУ), МЕ КЕЛИН —......,|Philips Data Systems at 
cloud for some time, but not the picture shows them with | brought to theatres thi, | Toulouse, near Paris, And 
r i their | Valerie Perrine in a scene (summer with a 13.5 million to clinch their objectives the XR 
music continued to go places. from the movie itself. Al price tag. Looks as if The|Broup removed programmed Pope 
p was later asked though you wouldn't think | Village People аге baring|tapes containing material en | 
tenes lan Carr’s|so, judging by their cost- up well to the demands of | destined for use by French things: 
an't Stop The N and!umes, the film. is being | Hollywood. forces and secret services" | | circus 
Ecriffiünner Hai Vet oe Philips has deni} | poems 
; 29 . С | 
a Upper | Hair today, gone tomorro need not have worried about] | | Vetca 
Two hundred of the best. |ni osing business, thanks to| | asked · 
unnel ,.,|Broomed heads in England M ati thet ор | tie CLNC group which is | Ан 
" 1 what their idiosyn- 
Channel SON e British gathered in Eastbourne for|cracies were. Mr David Col. also known as Direct Action. | оше. 
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This is опе dog who 
has earned his salary 
many times over. Rats, the 
British army cross-bred 
Corgi terrier, was honour- 
ably discharged from the 
Services after a vet found 
that his health was going to 
the dogs. More than being 
physically ill, Rats has been 
mentally shaken. Reason: 
for the past couple of years 
he was based in Crossmag. 
len in Northern Ireland, 
and while accompanying his 
human colleagues on patrol, 
ОО he braved the occasional 

| bombs. Не has also been 
Y | | injured by something called 
{Д1 a “саг bomb" апа been 
pns burnt by a petrol bomb. In 


Pope John Paul П has 
been known to do a lot of 
things: hug babies, watch 
circus clowns perform, write] 
poems and even see his own 


European Economic 
munity bureaucrats 

emburg did. 
was that 


play being enacted at the 

Vatican. Recently he was 

asked to perform a rather permanently. 
extraordinary miracle. At A 

Rome's Fumicino Airport, bourg while 


36-year-old James Leo Con- million 


nor from Philadelphia paced 
up and down wearing a 
sandwichboard with a mess- 
age imploring the Holy 
Father to help Senator Ed- 
ward Kennedy win the 
Pennsylvania ‘*primary. And 
the Senator did win! 


(en)Lighten 
your pockets 


Where is the World Gov- 
ernment of the Age of En- 
hghtenment? It is in Buck- 
inghamshire, in the stately 
ancestral home—Mentmore 
Towers—of Lord Rosebery. 
Aau cre are Ministers, too. 
There is the Ministér of In- 
formation and Inspiration 
and a Minister of All Possi- 
bility. The function of the 
World Government is to take 
those who have been unable’ 
to find méntal peace on al |e $ e 
"Journey towards creative in-| Amemcan military planes 
telligence.” The Ministers try | don’t fly. The US Air Force's 
to explain how mental peace | p.15 and F-16 and the Navy's 
сар be achieved through| F-14 and  F-18 are having 
transcendental meditation. | serious technical complica: 

Most of those who visit] tions. These planes have 
Mentmore Towers have tried engines that wear out tou 

rugs 
whole works. In desperation | even explode in mid-air. И 
they each spent a pound far | they are to be kept in com- 
a day of “enlightenment”.| bat readiness their defects 
But what they received was|have to be set right, so the 
nothing. Pentagon is diverting urgent 


ly in 


to and fro for 


of documents 
burg to Strasbourg. 


Them 


I 
ia 
| 
| m 
i 


Dogged 
resistance 


Bitter Pill for husbands 


P TU OM lt you have been deprived |rily because they had been 
= of something, revolt. That's |told 
precisely what the wives of |would 
Com-|permanently this year. That 
in Lux-|never happened since the de-a Ё 
Their demand |partment which controls е 
their husbands— |Parliament's 
based in Strasbourg—return |passed by seven votes to four 
The European|the decision to remain in 
Parliament is now in Stras-|Strasbourg. The lonely wives 
a new £1,200 |haye already signed a peti- 
building has been|tion to be handed over to 
built to house*?it permanent-|the Chairman of the EEC 
Luxemburg.  Parlia-|Mr Roy Jenkins, to shift the 
ment staffers, who number|headquartérs permanently to 
about 800, have to commute |Luxemburg . 
one week |standing 
every month along with tons | Luxemburg 
from Luxem-|they do not have to resort 


Wives and husbands tole-|husbands are hardly ever at 
rated this shifting tempora-!home. 


don’t fly no more 


and hormones, the| fast, stall in manoeuvres or|thing that flies 
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Body 
beautif 


fact, -he still has four 
pieces of car metal in his 
body from the first mishap, 
when he also received head 
and leg injuries. In addi- 
tion, he has been presented 
with a gold medal for 
devotion to duty. The 
Prince of Wales Company 
of the First Battalion 
Welsh Guards, with whom 
he did his last stint of 
duty, gave him a fitting 
farewell. Since Rats loves 
Army helicopters, they flew 
him to his place of retire- 
ment in one. His place of 
retirement, incidentally, js а 
Secret since Irish teyrorists 
have a price on Rats’ head. 
Its a dog's life indeed ! 


С ЖЕ 


that the Parliament 
shift to Luxemburg 


whoever heard of women 
fenig their muse Nus 
in the beginning pril 
there was а body building 
Championship in Atlantic 
City, USA, where 33 con- 
testants not о Showed 
their well-form muscles 
pur also Ee bodies E 
< judges agréed on the choice EC 
There is tha lof 24year-old Rachel McLish | 
that (0f Harleton, Texas as the 
winner. There goes one 
more sacred  préserve of 
men! 


Economy x 
drive А 


"The most massive апа 
profound industrial revolu- 
tion in peacetime history" is 
about to take place in the 
shape of what the American 
Press terms ‘world cars", 
said Ford Motor Company s 
chairman, Philip Caldwell. ж 
They will be smaller, will i 
consume a lot less fuel than 
other American cars and will 
also be marketed inter- 
nationally. These models, the 
ERU э NEN) Ford Escort and Mercury 
defence funds to keep these| Lynx, will have components 
four aircraft types flying.|Írom 12 different countries, 
Costs are also rising. A single will be assembled in the USA 
F-18 -costs around  17.4|and Europe and sold almost 
million dollars. Once the|anywhere in the world. 
planes are in the air they|General Motors another big 
can outfly or outshoot any-|name in’ the car industry will] _ 
1 today, асс: make its first “world car" in} _ 
ording to the Pentagon. But| 1981, while American Motors | 
till the technical problems|and their French рагіп 
are ironed out the USA is in|Renault will join hands to 
a losing race against other produce .a similar саг 
Super powers. 982. m 
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tempo 


n о E "You 1 
а 2 im 5а! 
EI Jurisprurience Picking : You p 
GE Tm Neither of them saw the | up and chase the _ Errant ssive > 
E Goa’s most eligible bachelor, “No Entry" sign at the cros- | tempo. The ensuing Tace diq | | | once y 
Eg the young and debonair Law sing of Royd Street and Free | not last long as the motor.) start г 
"SE Minister Dayanand Narve- School Street, Calcutta. The | cycle soon overtook the tem. ducers 
bL kar, a busy lawyer until he driver of the three-wheel| po and the boliceman- who in iang 
EE took to politics, has a serious tempo swung his vehicle ac- | was riding pillion—wa, abl. own, 
| problem on his plate. Four ross the corner and the mo-|to flag it down once more опе of 
E women employees of the torcyclist, close on his heels. | this time for keeps, тү most | 
| Judicial Cormissionens did likewise. The shrill sound | chastened tempo driver ha down § 
Eu Court have complained ue of a police whistle rent the | to contend with a Very irate a aoze. 
E him that fornication within surroundings and the two | policeman, while the motor. credit, 
E ae the court premises is not at lawbreakers.. were flagged | cyclist waited nervously a | finishin 
E! all unique, Narvekar, whose down by an indignant trafüc| see what was going to bel | pit ous 
s, E r good looks have set тару constable. All of a sudden | come of him. After it Was Danny 
Í ү l a pretty heart eater, th there was the sound of an | all over, the constable walk. be pro 
; * i nok Кера hai: CE the engine being gunned and it | ed up to the motorcyclist, hits as 
1 it SUA damsel ana ORO became clear to all around | "And you", he announced daar a 
| E - dete police investi. | ЕВ E that the tempo driver was | grandly 'are free {0 go since “I sign 
| Кор i i t of valour, no one enquir-| taking the opportunity to | you helped те.” And to | | much 
| La gation. However, the acting | part , КОШОК дер т] rove his gratitude, h | come 
| Ж Inspector General of Police, | ed into the mystery. - make a quick getaway. The | pi 4L, Ргайіцае, де ега | а com 
| m. Prabhakar Sinari bowed out | Meanwhile, having failed by constable swiftly order- ed the | motorcyclist’s num: | | Deep, a 
d i on the plea that the conclu- | way of the police, Narvekar | ed the motorcyclist to start | ber from his book. receivin 
1 | sions would in no way | referred the matter to the reum SLANE ымыы to a x 
} Ё enhance the reputation or Central Government and re- ; mA linken bas SO od : 
[- m prestige of the judiciary. ceived the answer that the All © fine Animals has filed a case seis 
3 i By way of a gentle reminder, judiciary was to appoint its against the producer of a ae : 
ue Mario Cabral e Sa points out | own vigilance officers, But What is the maximum fine | Tamil film, Kali. It was Rank 
E that about a year ago, PWD | then again, that doesn't solve (under the Prevention of | during the shooting of this| | 2 
plumbers were summoned to | many problems. Narvekar is | Cruelty to Animals Act) if | movie that ten horses were| | = 
unclog the drains of the | already ordering an investi. one causes injury or death | recently injured in а fire, | 
court's privies, There was a | gation into the case of a fo. an animal? Be ita horse ог Since there was no fire sr] | 
great deal of ribaldry when young female typist who, | а squirrel, the penalty is Rs | vice unit in attendance and| | 
they emerged with over 150 | lacking legal qualifications, | 50. Despite this, the Madras | it took more than eight hours| | | 
used rubber condoms, but is about to be appointed a | branch of the Society for |'to admit the horses to the| | 
discretion being the better judge, Prevention of Cruelty to veterinary hospital, two died; | 
| 
ч Wal 9 | | 
Please God, how about a few go Tenants’ | 
If you don’t have а god, wor- Е Ат > \ = | 
ыраш, idol, ud marii E » ; 2 penance i | 
you don't even have an ido : i eople} | 
to worship? Та Calcutta, ү E еоа must bej | 
reports Arijit Sen, the ; itan CY) | 
answer is simpl Find the only metropolitan city] | 
yourself a ает m : in India where houseowner$ | | 
yourself а  pundit апа advertise their preferenc : 
then kneel down and for prospective Brahmin te 


ants, 


lere i f an ultra 
ey йарак! Bengal conservative Srahmin house) 
officials, players and fans in owner in Santhome who 


their thousands to the maj. trying to throw out 


hro Pe 
an, the scene of many an tenant—who is also a Brat) | 
epic soccer battle, At most min — because he dom. | 
vf the big soccer clubs, а much care for the | 


goalpost is put up amidst а fondness for fish. 


great deal of pomp and cere. And he is not the only onei 
mony and at the hour ap. having problems. AM 
pointed by the Hindu alma: Pais recently. underwe 


rather strange experience 


Ps : 
са Pundit invokes the while househunting with 


blessings of the almighty, 


One has never been able to fiancee. When non M he 

but f iei ue, agent | es подзе aad to dian 
towards the dual blessings bringing the game within the grounds, But, while East | the rent. But he received 4 
of saving and scoring goals ae И. the Kali temples | Bengal’s Prayers ended at 9 | shock instead when ty 
tothe satisfaction of the city of Calcutta— and аш, Mohun  Bagan’s began | owner told him discreet; 


“We are pious Catholics and | 


une hour later. The inter- 41 
we don't like the idea О 


club in question. г а! in 
vening period was utilised 


The origins of this ritual | been able to kee A ple 
} p everyone | by the supporters of both ing out our house to PEO 
RA 2 ee. daya when happy at the same time, clubs to exchange brickbats | who roam around togethel | 


his year, April 14 saw ; 
portant than anything else. | sands brave the и: mom 
The recruitment of top play- | heat to &ather on the Mohun 
ers is also backed ир by!Bagan and East Benga: 


CC-O. In Public Domain: UP-Ste 


from the ramparts, during before 
which 30 teenagers were in- 
jured. Talk about teligious 
militance, 


how can we be a 
К ou’ll ever get married? 
AOV xs 
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n "You want, to know what's | 
Po the safest business in films? | 
You put up a large, impre- 
the errant | ssive set for your tilm, and 
ung race did lonce your film is completed, 
>; the moto | start renting it out to pro- 
ok the tem. ducers wno are making films 
ceman—who in 1anguages other tnan your 
N—was ab] own,” says D. Rama Naidu, 
once mo е one of the shrewdest and 
keeps, The most successfull producers 
driver had down Soutn. Naidu has half 
а Very irat |a dozen Telugu hits to his 
e mot S credit, and is now putting 
lervously t finishing touches to his am- 
roing to he | bitious Hindi venture Ban- 
ter it e dish starring Rajesh, Hema, 
stable as Danny and Tanuja. Earlier 
not Walk. be produced such bumper | | 
Orcyclist hits as Prem Nagar, Dil-j 
announced daar and Dil Aur Deewar, | 
О go since “l signed Rajesh and Нета || 
; nd to| | much before Rajesh staged}; 
le, he eras. | | a comeback through Amar 
chist’s mum. | | Deep, and Hema was already | ! 
x, receiving bad publicity, thanks 
82: to а couple of films but | 
then I sell my films on the 
led a case basis of the scory and both 
ducer of a Rajesh and Hema did good 
i. И was work for my Prem Nagar," 
ng of this Rama Naidu told Arthur Pais. 
orses Were | | сз d 
in a fire} | 
10 fire ser} | 
dance and | | | 
eight hours} | | 
ses to the| | | 
‚ two died] | | 
9 | | 
{6 | 
се | 
| | 
е people) | 
; must bé | 
litan ау | 
useowners | | 
preference | | i 
ihmin tel | È 
f an ultra) 
nin house 
ne who 
out hi 
0 à Brah: 
» doesnt 
е latter's 
е 
only one 
Arthur 
orwent 2 
xperjen 


First he had his hands and 
| feet bound with metal chains, 
Then Nathubhai ^ Pahade, 
aged 54, slipped from the 
boat that, was carrying him 
into the waters of the 
Jamuna. A motley crowd of 


The Hit King 


BAS 
EX 


comfortable dubbing | Madras) Ww 
theatre in Madras. Mr B. 


) was among the first] 
few invitees to bless the new 


His next venture, a remake |ful, 
of one of the hits in Telugu 


star: Jeetendra, and of|Nagi Reddy, himself a very | venture. Redd "p 
course Rajesh Khanna. Naidu|successful ^ producer and |saint" Naidu. MEER ane 
recently opened a very use-|studio-boss (Vauhini in| latter forayed into films. 


All at sea 


Film 
feast '80 


A little boy tugs your sleeve | 
and says “Two for six” Tran- 
slated, that means he is 
offering you cinema tickets| 
at three times their genuine | _ 
price of Rs two. This 
actually happened to Paran-| 
joy Guha Thakurta before | 
the screening of an unsub- 
titled print of G. Aravin 
ў award-winning film 
Thampu during the Calcutta| ` 
Film Festival '80. Inciden-| 
tally, this was the first-ever 
Indian film festival of its| 
kind organised by a state) 
Government. hs 
Between April 11 and 17, | 
four of the city’s premier 
cinema halls in the New} 
Market area screened about 
60 films including ten Ray 
evergreens and some old | 
Bengali films, many of them | 
obtained from the Pune 
archives. With most of the | 
non-Bengali films (there 
were over two dozen 
Telugu, Malayalee, 
Kannada, Hindi and Oriy 
being subtitled and 


above the surface and the 
„people cheered again, ` this 
time slightly louder than be- 
fore. Pahade kept afloat for 
half an hour before he made 
his way to the shallow waters 
and was picked up by the 
boat to be brought back to 
shore. The intrepid swimmer 
was unchained by Vidyaben 
Shah, president of the Guja- 
rat Samaj and, free of his 
shackles, he waved  gleeful- 
ly to all those who stood 
around. 

Said Pahade, *I have swum 
the seven seas but I have 
not kept this honour for my- 
self. It is for the youth of 
today and the children of 
tomorrow". And, Saumitra 
Banerjee adds, he has literal- 
ly swum the seven seas, all 
within the period of just one 
month. However, Nathubhai 
Pahade is not just a swim: 
mer; he was involved in the 
Independence movement and 
during the 1942 Quit India 
=, movement, was sentenced to 
ieight months RI by the 
British. Incidentally, he is a 
dancer as well and has been 


M 


Ll. | performing Kathakali апа | tickets going at nomin 
|| Bharat Natyam for many | prices, filmgoers in Caleutt 
years. He bases his style of | responded enthusiastically 
about 100 people cheered ex- | swimming, with his hands | With a bonus Bengali 
uberantly as he did so and|and feet bound, оп | ¥ear holiday thrown 
then waited in anticipation|Pranayam, a yogic ex-!most of the four d; 
to see how long it would | erciss and says it was 


take the swimmer to геар- | his desire to do something | though many 
pear. It took a few seconds, | different that prompted him | otherwi: 
but his head soon bobbed! to take up this challenge, | tim 
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Would you rather wear 
dentures than think 
about your toothpaste— 


now ? 


Have you ever wondered whether your 
toothpaste is giving your teeth the ; 
protection they need ? Maybe it isn't. 
That's why you should look at 
Macleans. Because Macleans actually 
gives your teeth a two-way protection, 
which is necessary for their health. 


Macleans fights destructive 
acids harder 


Leftover food particles in your mouth produce 
acids that destroy tooth enamel. Is your 
toothpaste alkaline enough to neutralise these 
acid attacks ? Macleans is. Because Macleans 
is specially formulated with an alkaline-base. 
Laboratory tests demonstrate that the acid- 
neutralising action of Macleans protects teeth 
better and longer. 


Macleans fortifies tooth enamel 
simultaneously 

Clinical tests prove that Macleans helps protect 
teeth from caries. The- Fluoride in Macleans 


combines with tooth enamel to strengthen it 
and increase its resistance to decay. 


Only: Macleans with its two-way action fights 
acids while it fortifies tooth enamel. 


Get Macleans today 
eep the dentures away . 


yp 
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| , Poise Deodorant keeps you 
nice to:be near... all the time. 

Use it after a bath for a delightful 
feeling of freshness. And all-day 
Protection from body-odour,- = : ~ 
Poise Roll-on or Spray. ===. 
"4 In delicately-fresh a е | 
4 perfumes that linger. 111 
' Both, in new ОШ! 
attractive 

glass containers. 


pore I5] 


ROLL-ON & SPRAY M È 4 
DEODORANT 


TUN US 


март í 


Marketed, By: 
Rallis India Limited 
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in Leo 
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Beginning May 4 


This wéek the Sun and Mercury are in Aries, Venus is in Gemini, and Jupiter, Saturn, Mars and Rahu are conjoined 
in Leo. Uranus and Neptune are in Scorpio, and Kethu alone is in Aquarius. The Moon will be moving through 
Capricorn, Aquarius and Pisces from Sagittarius. : ? 


ARIES (March 21 — SEAS 


LEO (July 23 — August 
April 20) There is threat 


SAGITTARIUS (Novem- 
ERAN 22) A busy week lies ( 


ber 22 — December 22) 


of a sudden change с IPN ahead of you. Make the A modicum of ‘success 
4 on your business or DIZAY best of existing favour- У (Ki) and happiness is pre- 
xO- professional front. If ae able influences. More oS dicted, especially if 


the threat extravagance, law suits and. heavy ES 


materialises, а change than average success is predicted 

| for -the better will result. The rest for most people. In many expenditure are avoided. Influential ra 

| | of. this week will bring a lot of cases, promotion will result from relatives and friends, _ especially eM 
i domestic joy. Your business affairs hard work and application. On the womenfolk, will prove helpful. 7$ 
will prosper and you will , make social front, things look slightly Your home front will remain lively чо s 
i fantastic headway. This week fav- complicated. Accept all reasonable and ioyful. Be discreet in speech, С ш. 
| ours love and marriage. You are risks and forge ahead on all fronts. correspondence and actions. You MIS oi 
| advised to check all extravagant Wait for letters before taking an are likely to meet an old friend of | gc i 


tendencies. Good dates: 6, 7, 8 and 
10. Lucky numbers: 4, 2 and 8. 
ie direction: North-west. 


TAURUS (April 21 — 
May 22) A valuable new 
iriendship may deve- 
lop this week. Be con- EY 
tent with slow (but GN P 


important decision. Good dates: 4. 
6, 7 and 9. Lucky numbers: 1, 3 
Favourable direction: West. 


and 9. Favourable direction: East. : 
VIRGO (August 23 — (2277 7 CAPRICORN (December 38. 
September 22) Exercise Ley E 23 — January 20) Оле 

caution апа restraint #4 of the most important 

in your professional Xe ^ апа exciting- weeks in 
and personal life, Take (ORE. d 


the opposite sex. Good dates: 4, 5 т С 
and 8. Lucky numbers:.3, 2 and 9. To 


Favourab 


Aal 


À 
RA 


recent times lies ahead 


sure) progress and meet inevitable 
delays and obstacles with patience 
and tact. Occult advice may prove 
very helpful at this juncture. Exer- 
cise care and discretion in your 
dealings with friends of the op- 
posite sex. Devote a 
little extra attention to business 
details and some good fortune will 
he yours. Good dates: 5, 7, 9 and 


nothing for granted. Keep away 
from gambling, betting and specula- 
tive ventures. On the whole this 
week should prove moderately 


lucky. A journey may have to be. 


postponed. Domestic problems will 
be solved at the weekend. “А 
friend of the opposite sex may give 
you cause for worry. Gooa dates: 
6, 7, 9 and 10. Lucky numbers: T 


of you. 
good fortune is predicted. our 
domestic front will present а happy 
picture. Valuable.new friendships are 
foreseen. Unexpected medical ex- 
penditure is predicted. Borrowing 
or lending money may lead to un- 
necessary problems. Good aates: 5, 
6, 8 and 9. Lucky numbers: 7, 2 
-and 9. Lucky numbers: 7, 2 and 9. 


10. Lucky numbers: 3, 6, and 9. 8 and 10. Favouabie direction: Favourable direction: North-west. 
Favourable direction: South. week ©2229 AQUARIUS (January 21 
| GEMINI (May 23 — 0° LIBRA (September 23 ae) — February 19) This 
| Jy dune 21) This will be a Зу — October 22) A week week will prove diffi- 
W) week of mixed fortunes. IN f IA of mixed fortunes is 27 cult and trying. ` Safe- 


Pay great attention to 


XX © 


your financial and pro- 


ey ey predicted for you. A 


sudden change of for- 


з guard your health and 
that of your womenfotk. You will 


| fessional affairs. Hard work, your tune will strengthen your position benefit in diverse expected and un- 
| own hunches and elders benefit and your success will be praised by expected ways. А promotion is on 
j vou. A property deal will be all your friends and relatives. A the cards: Guard against physical 
| clinched in your favour. Many will new friendship will brighten your and mental overstrain. Be discreet 
| win promotions through clever prospects. A promotion is probable. in _ Speech, correspondence and 
| hunches. Some unreasonable op- You will gain in business by using. actions. Marriage, changes апа 


position on the part of an old person 


original methods, Your domestic 


travel should be postponed. 


| . 
js you | of the opposite sex 15 to be life will not pose many problems.. dates: 6, 9 and 10. Lucky numbers: 
time. Expected. Good dates: 4, 5,7 and 9. Lagal problems should be promptly 4 7 and 10. Favourable direction: 
ghtful Lucky numbers: 2, 7 and 8. Favour. handled. Good dates: 4, 6, 9 and 10. West. 

ll-day able direction: North. Lucky numbers: 2, 7 and 9. Favour- 


CANCER (June 22 — 


able directions: East and North. 


PISCES (February 20 
а} Yi — March 20) Your 


July 2 SCORPI ctober 23 = power of reasoning and 
e of acca T iue We. — E 21) "This RAGE! keen perception should 
AeA fortune is indicated. > 4 week begins оп а >, enable you to success- 


Speculation is likely" to 
pay. Your prospects have now com- 
pletely changed for the better. You 
will be helped by high officials and 
a promotion is probable. Letters 
from distant places' will bring good 
news. АШ domestic front will re- 
ain source of Joy and  happi- 
ness. Check E extravagant 
tendencies. Revive old contacts to 
suit your ends.‘ Good dates: 6, 7 
and 9, Lucky numbers: 3, 7 and 8. 
Favourable direction : North 


4 happy and joyful note. 
* ^" А happy romance is 
forecast. You will gain in specula- 
tive ventures. You are, however, 
advised not to take needless risks. 
This week is particularly favouiable 
Tor business expansion and specula- 
tive investment. Letters 
will bring good news. You are 
advised to check all extravagant 
tendencies. Good dates: 4, 5, 7 and 
9, Lucky numbers: 4, 7 and 2, 
Favourable direction: South-east. 
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fully circumvent treachery and evil 
machinations, particularly in busi- 
ness. Walch finances carefully and 
do not speculate. Intellectual activi- 
lies are well signified. Make 
hay while the sun shines. Exercise 
care and prudence where docu- 
ments are concerned.Goou dates: 4, 
5, 7 and 9. Lucky numbers: 1, 2 and _ 
[am pevourabe directions: West and _ 


x 
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CONFERENCE AND 


»j5udanRsan 


International 


Phone 812061, Telox 7453 
A MINI WORLD WITH MAXI 
COMFORTS 


Phono: 53265, Telex: 567 
LUXURY WITHIN YOUR 
REACH 


au[ Ux 
safarilite 


BATTERY OPERATED 


Marketed by: 
GOVINDSONS ENTERPRISE 


Residency Road, Bangalore 560 025 


.. „have an edge over others 
A hall to seat 450 with andio-visu 
secretarial services, telex etc...< 


Montieth Road, Madras 600 008 


Instant Reservation 
Call-Madras-812061, Bombay-230890/231065), 
Bangalore-53265, New Delhi-66-4062, Calcutta 263887 


AN EMERGENCY LAMP | 


Used 


ELECTRICITY FAILURE, 
Camping & Travelling, 
Car & Machinery repair etc. 


H 


if equipment 


E хош 


in case of sudden | 


REGD. PATENT. 
DESIGN NO. 141367 


* STURDY & 


PORTABLE - 
* LONG RANGE 
powerful beam from 
a semi sealed large 
metalized reflector 
* SURE-GRIP HANDLE 
that can also work 
as a STAND with lamp 
held at any angle. 
* UNBREAKABLE 
Plastic body of 
Robust construction 
in beautiful colours. 
* NON CORROSIVE 
Plastic body even 


if the batteries leak. 


* SAFE FOR USE 


in mines, collieries, 
chemical plants, 
refineries etc. 

* WORKS ON 
3 std size cells 


Migd 


by: 
METAL IN 
ists Mave INDUSTRIES 


59. Evergreen Industrial Estate 8 
Mabalzzry, Éombay-400 011. Phone » 392847 OH gU 
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"| This Pension Deposit S 
5| retirement. You need to 
| each month fo 
=) After which yo 


` "How can a bank assure 
a happy retirement for am 


Allahabad Bank's A 
ion Deposit Scheme 1$ planned | 
Bey ake pat retirement secure. | 


cheme helps you plan a secre 

deposit Rs. 10/- or its multip 

n 63 and 120 months: 

arterly incon 
rincipal SU 

E iod of | 


r a period betwee 
u receive a monthly or qu 


t—while your 
for as long as you wan B. 
S completely intact. You can choose the p 


our de 1 atur ire. 
M posit SO that it matures when you reti 

аре е u an i h 1 1 works О 
[his ta bl will giv yo a idea how the pla n 


Lump Sum 
d of terl Ор 

Period o Monthly Quarterly at clo 

Deposit Mn Income Income of account 


er 
ШЫ rules) 


Rs. 68.50 Rs. 207.50 g2t/- 
63 Rs. 100/- (from 65th (from 67th Rs. 


month) month) 
Rs.100.00 Rs.304.00 12,151- 
Rs. 12, 
.100/- (from 86th — (from 88th ; 
О ШО month) 


А 1 an also 
| Moreover, if you wish, this regular income € 
de volve on any beneficiary you choose. 


Find out the details at the nearest branch. 


YOUR OWN BANK 


(^ Government of India Undertaking) 


R& | ALLAHABAD BANK | 
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Polugaev 


Kasparov 
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Defence 
1. P—K4 
P—Q4, P 
Q—B2;6 
8. 0—0, | 
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fortable 
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hitherto | 
10. P—K 
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2—04! 
13. RxP 
total reft 
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chess 


Polugaevsky (Black) 


® 


3 


"di 


E 


Kasparov (White) to move 
Position after Black's 13th move 


A new Fischer? 
IN THE PAST year a 16-year-old Russian has 
been making an impact on the world scene 
unknown since the early days of Bobby 
Fischer. His name? Well, there seems to be 
some confusion over this point. Although 
he is known to the world as Garry Kasparov, 
| am reliably informed that he is known to 
his father as Garry Weinstein. This seems a 
curious anomaly, especially in a country 
which does not go in for stage names. 
Whatever alias he may decide to adopt, 
Garry: Kasparov/Weinstein s play and 
results bear the unmistakable stamp of true 
genius. He first sprang to light in last year's 
Soviet Championship, which having qual- 
ified for the final, itself a remarkable feat for 
a then 15-year-old, he made a sensational 
Start and was actually leading after six 
rounds. Naturally such a pace could not be 
sustained by one so young, but his final 
score of 50 per cent in such compdhy would 
be highly creditable for an established 
grandmaster of twice his age. To prove this 
success to be no mere flash in the pan, the 
Soviet Chess Federation sent him to play in 
the international tournament in Banja Luka 
in Yugoslavia last spring. Not only did he 
win first place, but he came through 
unbeaten, 2 points clear of a field including 
Andersson, Smejkal and Petrosian. Not a 
bad baptism into international chess. 
Without doubt Kasparov and Weinstein 
are destined to become champions of the 
world. Here is a game which is already 
famous as their first win against a World 
Championship contender: 
White: G. Kasparov: Black: L. Polugaevsky 
USSR Championship Final 1978 Sicilian 
Defence 
1. P—K4, P—QB4; 2. N—KB3, P—K3; 3. 
P—Q4, РхР; 4. Nx P, P—QR3; 5. N—QB3, 
Q—B2; 6. B—K2, P—QNA4; 7. B—B3, B—N2; 
8. 0—0, N—0B3; 9 N xN, PxN: This posi- 
tion is known to theory as being very com- 
fortable for Black, but Kasparov 
immediately sets the game alight with a 
hitherto unknown pawn sacrifice. 
10. P—K5!? QxP; 11. R—K1, Q—B2; 12. 
B—R5! B—K2; Not 12 . . . p..N3? 13. 
Q—04! 
13. Rx P, P—N3 (DIAGRAM) Apparently à 
total refutation of White's play. 
14. R—K1! So simple. If 14... P x B then 15. 
Q—Q4, P—B3; 16. Q—Q1! fcllowed by 
Q x P+ keeps the attack very much alive. An 
extraordinary conception. 
14... R—Q1; 15. Q—B3, P—QB4; 16. 
B—8B4! Q—N3; 17. Q—N3, P x B; 18. B—B7 
Not 18.'Q—N7? Q—N3! 


| | ! Digitized by cae Ба ee d CERE 
VARET YO 


18... Q—N3; 19. Bx R, Q x Q; 20. RP xQ, 
K x B; It is the ensuing phase of the game 1 
find so impressive A rook is usually no 
match for two bishops in the endgame, but 
Kasparov manages to establish an unshak- 
able grip on the position, despite the 
reduced material. 

21. QR—O1  K—B2; 22.N—O5: B x N; 23. 
R x B, P—KR3; A rather pathetic attempt to 
develop his rook, but what else can he do? 
24. R x RP, R—R2; 25. R(5)—K5, K—02; 26. 
R(5)—K3, R—N2; 27. R—Q3: K—B3; 28. 
R—R3, R—N3; 29. R—KB3! Stronger than 
29. RxP+ K-04. when the black king 
becomes active 

29...B—8B3;30. P—B3, K—Q2: 31. R—Q3 : 
K—B2; 32. R—K8, N—K2: 33. R(8}—QB, 
N—B3; 34. R(8)—Q7: K—N3; 35. RxP, 
B—K2; 36. R—K3, B—Q3; 37. P—B4, 
P—B5; 38. K—R2, B—B4; 39. A—K2, 
P—N5; 40. R—K4, Px P; 41. Px P, B—B7; 
42. АХР, BxP+ 43. K—R3, B—K8; 44. 
P—R4, N—R4? He had to try 44 R—N6+ 
45 K— R2, Rx BP, 46. RxR, Вх. though 
after 47. R—KR7 White's kingside pawns 
would certainly decide the issue in his 
favour 

45. R—N4: K—B4; 46. R—B5- Resigns 
The knight is lost 

Footnote: Black did not manage to move his 
king’s knight until move 32! Can this be a 
record? 


MICHAEL STEAN 


bridge 


ONE of the surprises of the European 
Championship was the uneven form of the 
Swedish team that had won so impressively 
in Denmark two years ago. On this deal from 
an early match against Israel they were 
badly off course at both tables. 


Dealer, North. E-W vulnerable 


4 AQ96 
v0J87 
€ 5 
A AKJ7 
4 — N 4732 
кб w E 9A109542 
€ Q109863 S °— 
+ 09864 4 10532 
&KJ10854 
У з 
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The Swedish North-South pair seemed to 
charge at the grand slam: 


SOUTH NORTH 
— 14(1) 
iNT(2) 24 
3e6(3 34 
5мт(4 та 
No 


(1) Conventional, 174. _ A 

(2) Positive and showing at least five 
spades. С 

(3) Diamond suit and 3 to 4 controls. 

(4) Apparently a grand slam force, asking 
partner to bid seven with two top honours in 
SES ied the Ace of hearts, so the Swedes 
soon knew their fate. The Israeli bidding 
was much better co-ordinated 


ST | NORTH EAST 

SOUTH we 2% (1) No 

2NT No 34 (2) No 

34 No 4% No 

49$ No 4А No 

4NT No 5¥ dble 

64 No No dble (3) 

No No No 


(1) Roman Two Diamonds, indicating a 
strong 3-suiter. 


(2) Showing that the short suit was 
diamonds. 

(3) Presumably a Lightner double, cor- 
recting the previous request to lead a heart. 


Holding the King of hearts, West 
nevertheless opened YK, on which East 
dropped the 10. The Vu-graph audience 
naturally thought a diamond would follow 
and that the Swedish pair in the closed 
room would be relieved to find they had 
gained on the board. But West, seemingly 
without reflection, led a club at trick two, so 
the slam was made. No doubt it was difficult 
for him to picture the declarer with a con- 


cealed six-card suit. Possibly, too, the 10 of ® 
hearts was not the right card in their signal- zi 
ling system. ^ pal 
TERENCE REESE e] 
57 Е P 
E pna 


stamps 


EVEN BEFORE the first stamps, the Penny 
Blacks, were issued in 1840, the Treasury 
was obsessed with the fear that unscrupu- 
loas people would wash or bleach the post- 
marks from used stamps in order to re-use 
them. The printers, Perkins. Bacon and Co. 
and Thomas De La Rue !.td., conducted 
interminable experiments te develop an 
indelible postmark and a fugitive printing- 
ink. One result of these researches was the 
issue in January 1880 of this unexciting 
penny stamp known to collectors as the 
Venetian Red. The stamp is still very com- 
mon if postmarked. 


A NORTH SEA oil drilling production plat- 
form, Statfjord A, is featured on one of three 
new Norwegian stamps devoted to modern 
engineering projects in Norway. Another 
new Norwegian issue is a miniature sheet 
containing four stamps which show aircraft 
used in polar exploration. This is intended 
to publicise Norwex 80, the international 
philatelic exhibition to be held in Oslo ia 
June. London will also be запа an inter- 
national exhibition at Earls Court in May _ 
and the Post Office plans to issue а minias .— 
ture sheet to mark the occasion. Othe: 
British issues during 1980 will illustrate 
Britain's contribution to the world of 

and will commemorate the : 
the Amateur Athletic Associatio 
Welsh Rugby Union, 
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To see a smile light up the eyes of a child, to | NU OR 
give your family a long planned holiday — | durai) 
these are the little joys that give life meaning. | 
Today While you are young and can save : | SHAHAB 
Some money start a Nirantara Deposit with | ffee, the 
Canara Bank. A sum of money, no matter | Miner Ех 
how small, deposited either every month, or in | an hour a 
a lumpsum, makes an additional source of i of the tra 
Income for the rest of your life. Canara Bank E found the 
soon starts paying back the amount to you. | He manh 
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Money for luxuries; money for happiness. E. dicey who. 
Money to retire comfortably on. A never | pushed P 
КЧ дшге, While your capital Stays intact, ae ae 
ay you want a lumpsum. militarym 


_ Canara Bank's farsighted Nirantara Deposit _ | der and i 
is for young people who want more out of life. written st 


Diop in at your nearest Canara Bank branch. . | move. А 
for details. Our other special schemes аге. mila 
amadhenu, Vidyanidhi and Balakshema. AHO 
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THEY HAVE THOSE ON EACH FAIRWAY, 
MARCIE. THEY TELL THE GOLFER THAT 
HE'S A HUNDRED AND FIFTY YARDS 
FROM THE GREEN 
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ME TO BE A 
| 150-YARD 
~~ \ MARKER! 
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of life 
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all over the country. 
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UJJAIN : 


The sale of country liquor 
has increased manifold here thanks to 
Kal Bhairav the drinking deity, whose 
temple across the Kshipra River is a 


centre of attraction for Kumbh pil- 
grims. According to temple priest Sun- 
derlal, more than 500 devotees are 
visiting the temple every day as com- 
pared to some 30 to 40 on other days. 
He expected the number to swell 
from April 13, the second auspicious 
bathing day of the Kumbh. Normally, 
the ‘prassad’—in this case liquor—is 
offered to deity in the morning and in 
the evening, but these days it is 
being offered about a dozen times on 
request from the _ visitors— United 


Digitized by Sarayu Foundation Trust, Delhi 


PANAJI : The body of a three-year- 
old boy was practically eaten up by 
ants in the Hospicio hospital morgue- 
mat Margao. The Speaker of the Goa 
Assembly, Mr Froilano Machado, said 
he had himself seen the child's. body 
as the parents were from his consti- 
tuency of Cortalim. Mr Herculano Dou- 
rado (Congress-I) had moved a callir f 
attention motion on the death of the 
boy, Rehman Agha, who was admitted 
to the hospital on April 8 after an 
accident and died there. The Health 
Minister, Sheikh Hassan denied that 
the death was due to negligence. He 


and eGangotri : 


prize rs 30 for the entry given first 


Í' HAVE two .leaders (Indi 
Gandhi and Sanjay Gandhi) and 


(Indira-blessed drama troupe 
Gundu Rao, Karnataka Chiéf Mi- 
nister'quoted in Deccan Herald 


I DO not need to impress Sanjay 
Gandhi and that too by shouting 
in a; Lok Sabha—Jagdish Tytler, | 
Congress (Œ) МР, quoted in 

Onlooker 


said he was not aware whether the WE: cannot afford. to have leaders a 
body, as alleged by Mr Dourado, had who want to stick on to their seats 2 
been eaten by ants. At this stage, the till they dié—Dharam Veer, Uttar $ 


Speaker intervened and confirmed the 
charge—The Statesman (Kajal Cha- 
kraborty, Calcutta) 


UJJAIN : Mr Arjun Singh Dharu, leg- 
der of the Lok Dal group 
dissolved Madhya Pradesh Vidhan Sa- 
bha and a former state parliamentary 
secretary, has rejoined as. sub-inspec- 
tor of police. The Ujjain distriçt supe- 
rintendent of police. Mr D. D. Gupta, 
told UNI that Mr Dharu, after repor- 
ting for duty, had gone on five days' 
leavé. He will be posted at some police 
Station in Ujjain district, the superin- 
tendent said. Mr Dharu had becn 

missed from service on the charge 


in the - 


Pradesh Congress (1) president ga. 


EVERYONE claims to speak for в 
the people even if-his Party has | 
won a paltry five or seven seats. | 
I speak for the people, because I 

belong to a Party that has won 
over 550 ‘seats. I say “Janata” is. 
me— Giani Zail Singh 5 


| THE police have once again gone | 

crazy — Frontier on the police | 
brutality near Islampur in West | 
Bengal ; | 


RAM is dead while Hanuman is | 
alive—and kicking — Raj Narain | 
quoted in Indian Express i 


lo d r Corruption but the high court subse- THE United States is a monstrous 
| News of India (Y. Ramakrishnan, Ma- quently ordered his reinstatement. By leech, sucking the blood of man- 
| durai) that nime Hm Dharu bed won the 1977 cag the Sage Union is we 
| А . assembly election an come a par- urial ground of so many peop е К 
| SHAHABAD : Just for a cup Qr Od Паштепїггу secretary. According to offi- in France, housewives become 
| ffee, the Super Fast Bombay-boun cial sources, Mr Dharu’s return to po- part time whores to buy furniture; | 
| Miner Express was detained for over үе, service entitles him to a large. Israel is a nest of vipers; Saudi | 
n | an hour at Wadi junction. A Md СОНЫ amount of compensation ang salary Arabia is an inferno of harems; |. 
| of the tain, who took a cup of Codes a a care a елы of India (Santha and China stands on naked force | 
| found the quantity was less and cold. Ramachandran, New Delhi) : —Bani..Sadr, President of Iran 
| He manhandled the vendor and that 2 quoted in. Current 
| created the trouble. The Railway Po- NEw DELHI: Two constables of the es : B 
| lice who appeared on the scene, were ^ Delhi Armed Police — Rampal and WHAT do 1 buy with 200 million. 
pushed out by the ,irate passenger. Rishipal—have been arrested for alle- dollars? The hostility of the Soviet 
| Then the sub-inspector was forced to gedly trying to sell one of the two Union, and'that does not suit me | 
| bring down the passenger, who was а cars stolen from Gurgaon а few days —General Zia-ul Haq of Pakistan 
| militaryman, seized his movement or- ago, according to the police. It is sta- in Time 
it | der and identity card. After taking his ted that the two cars were found WHENEVER they (the Press) 
; | written statement, he was allowed to ^ abandoned in Delhi on Monday (March didn't know what I had bowled 
h | move. A report has been sent to his 24), According to the police the con- 


military unit for 
Indian Express 
Bangalore) 


NEW DELHI: There was panic as 
patrol cars dashed to the Bank of 
Maharashtra in the Dholpur House on 
Shahjehan Road on April 1 and armed 
guards took up positions. The bank 
had received an anonymous telephone 
call that it was going to be raided. 
The petrified bank officials immedia- 
tely informed the police who swung 
into action. It was only later, when 
the police control room had received 
several bogus calls during the dav 
that the officials realised. that these 
were the usual April Fools Day pranks 
-The Times of India (Satyajit Chakra- 
varty, Shillong) 


disciplinary action— 
(K..S. Soma Sunder, 


stables tried to sell one of the cars 
(RJA 7787) to someone in the Jama 
Masjid area—The- Statesman (М. P. 


. Gupta, Ranchi) 


UJJAIN : It is not all simple living at 
the Kumbh Mela here. The tents and 
shamianas of I 
sadhus now here to attend the mela 
are equipped with fans, coolers, refri- 
Eerators and telephones. Of course 
some of them still prefer ‘Khas Tattis' 
to keep them oool, with their ‘chelas’ 
frequently sprinkling these with water. 
Зо telephones have already been pro- 
vided to leading sadhus anq the tele- 
phone authorities are receiving re- 
quests daily for more and more connec 
tions—Nagpur Times (A. B. Vishwa- 
karma, Amravati) 


some of the leading 


they would say it was a googly— 
B. S. Chandrashekhar,  ex-Test 
cricketer quoted in Sportsworld. 


THE. most dangerous profession | 
India today is being a comp 
director—Aditya Birla in 
Today. 
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CC-0. In Public Domain. UP State Museum, Hazratganj. 
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CENTRE OF 
ATTENTION 


THE Pradesh Election Committees 
(PECs) of the Congress (I) met 
on April 18 to finalise the Assem- 
bly ticket lists in the nine states. 
Overheard in Delhi Congress (I) 
circles on April 17 : 

Q : What will the PECs do? 

A : They wil compete with 
each other to go to 1, Safdarjung 
Road to tell Mrs Gandhi that they 
left the decision to her? The 
PECs have been so constituted 
that no unanimous decision can 
possibly emerge. The possibility 
of a decision by a majority vote 
is remote. "Therefore, many Con- 
gress (I) men in the capital feel 
that the ultimate choice will have 
to be left to the Central leadership. 
As an example, they point out 
the composition of the Punjab 
PEC, which has 13 members. 
Eight of them are shared equally 
by the two main rival groups led 
by Giani Zail Singh and Darbara 
Singh. Two belong to Chaudhury 
Balram’s group and the remaining 
three to Swaran Singh’s camp. 
The balancing factor will be Swa- 
ran Singh and in all probability 
the indecisiveness of the Punjab 
PEC will land the list in the hands 
of the Centre, 


THE BARODA 
MUDDLE CASE 


"BARODA" has become an impor- 
tant name in Delhi While on 
the one hahd the Supreme Court 
was busy hearing a petition seek- 
ing the reopening of the Baroda 
Dynamite Case, Lalwani of Baroda 
stepped in with the “Baroda Knife 
Case". Interestingly, the lawyers 
in both cases have the same  sur- 
name, While Ram Panjwani js 
trying to persuade the Supreme 
Court to reopen the Baroda Dyna- 
mite Case, R. L, Panjwani appear- 
ed for Lalwani in the assault case. 
R. L. Panjwani is lesser known so 
the publication of court reports 
ed some _ embarrassment to 

anjwani, who is a in; 
Party d cat ruling 


ЗАЗОР‏ ےید 
IDENTITY CRISIS‏ 
pup vM‏ 


SHRI BRAHMA j 
General Secretar MAHENDRA. 


desh Congress (Т) CMS Ea 
allegedly involved in the Boor 
nima Singh episode, 
pesh Gupta, 
the hous», stated the episode in 
the Rajya Monday, 


March 31. All Delhi and Punjab 
papers — the language papers ш- 
cluded — carried the news on 
April J. Brahma Mahendra did 
not issue any contradiction till 
the evening of April 2. He issued 
a statement after consulting. Mr 
Bhagwan Singh Siddhu, President 
of the Patiala Rural DCC (I) and 
also a leading criminal lawyer of 
Patiala who has vouched for Ma- 
hendra. Sanjay Gandhi has also 
criticised the CPI leader, Mr 
Gupta, at a public meeting in Pa- 
tiala for making remarks in the 
Rajya Sabha 

Who is Brahma Mahendra? He 
belongs to Patiala and is the son 
of an income-tax practitioner. His 
аре is about 35.’ Stays in Modi 
Building, near Anardana Chowk, 
Patiala. He was never a func. 
tionary of the Congress (I) or 
Youth Congress (I) till he sud- 
denly became — thanks to Mr 
Kamal Nath — Secretary of the 
Patiala PCC (I) in 1979. He was 
a hangeron and closely associated 
with Kamal Nath, Devinder Singh 


Garcha, MPs, and others. For the 
last five years or more, he wag 
always in Delhi, very often in the 
Western Court, sometimes eyen 
forging MPs’ signatures. His stay, 
generally in Room 54 can be veri. 
fied from the Western Court 
reception. 1 

What was he doing in Delhi? 


Did he have any ostensible means, 


of livelihood? Was he doing any 
political work or other activity? 
No. Was he involved in a stab. 
bing incident (over an attempted 
misbehaviour ' with some girls)? 
The case was registered and he 
was in Rajendra Hospital, Patiala, 
for over a month. He was in Delhi 
trying to arrange Sanjay Gandhi's 
Patiala programme апа, on the 
night of the incident, he was with 
Devinder Singh Garcha and Mr 
Balbir Singh.. Brahma Mahendra 
also used to frequent ihe tempo: 
rary residence of Garcha at 
D11/67, Shahjahan Road . Flats 
which is in the name of Chawla, 
a journalist working as a stringer 
for the Indian Express. 


TITLED 


THE man to watch in Delhi 
is Jagdish Tytler. He is now sit- 
ting officially in the PM’s house 
every morning and evening, handl- 
ing the public appointments of 
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The Afghanistan Situation has 
Elven rise to a new brand of politi- 
cal humour in the capital Re- 
cently a poster appeared on the 
walls of the city which Said ; 
Travel free : visit the Soviet 


CÓ-0. In Public Domain. UP State Museum, Hazratganj. Lucknow 


WHO'VE RUSHED IN NOW ? 


Mrs Gandhi. While this rise in 
the status of Tytler should have 
made his opponents in the Partv 
jealous, a section of them аге 
happy. After all, they say, power- 
ful men like R. K. Dhawan and 
Yashpal Kapoor will soon be join- 
ing the anti-Tytler camp. 
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Union before the Soviet Union 
comes to visit you. For particu- 
lars contact ^ Russia's comrades 
available all over India." 
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Н.М. BAHUGUNA tells 


M. J. Akbar in exclusive interview 
. after his resignation 
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A PEN HT TOBE SMUGGLED 


Luxor-Chromatic. India's only twist action, 
two-color pen. 


Contemplate the tip— delicately lined in | 
tungsten carbide. The barrel—a brass 3 : 
beauty in Florentine finish. The сіір--а study in 
| Stylish dignity. Available in a range of nine 
attractive finishes, All metal, sleek and trendy. 

Luxor-Chromatic is for self-conscious people 
Who want more than an ordinary pen. 


SLE 


Luuri-IQROmAarIC | i 
red. Writes blue One pen that writes like two. 


Baie ee E reka 


With technical know-how from 
CHROMATIC CORPORATION, U.S.A, 
For more details write to : ELO. 
Marketing Division, А Ei 
. Luxor Metaltec (1) Pvt. Ltd. Я ? mom 
236, Okhla Industrial Estate, New Delhi 110020 
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Eight months is too long for an agitation like the one 
in Assam to continue. It has taken over 80 lives, 
crippled the state's economy, harmed national integration 
and created panic among the state's non-Assamese 
citizens. Now everyone's worst fears, of communal 
vlolence, seems to be coming true. 
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H. N. Bahuguna has lived up to his promise. He has 
quit the Congress (I), resigned his Lok Sabha -seat and 
unleashed a massive broadside against Mrs Gandhi. 
How will this affect the Assembly polls in UP ? As 
Bahuguna has a reputation for starting new phases in 


our national politics, how will the others take the cue 
from him ? 


It has been many years 
ly < since India has had а 


œ a world champion. But 
& J Prakash Padukone is not 
INT at all affected by his 
! , 4 4 success and all the fame 
~ = that goes with it. All the 
his head, for he is still a 
very genuine person. 
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publicity have not gone to 
Ti depth profile of the star. 
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It is a delightful moment when a 
chilled sip.of Kissan squash meets 
a thirsty throat. Experience it with 

your favourite fruit flavour — 
Kissan orange, lemon, 
` mango.: 


Only pick-of-the-season fruits 
535 ; give their juice to Kissan 
Kissan Orange Squash squashes, and crushes. These are 
Le Monde Selection automatically processed and 
Gold Medalli blended to make a balanced 
ist ` . concentrate which needs no 
further sweetening. It dissolves 
instantly in soda or water. 
So keep a bottle handy for 
unexpected guests or expected 
Ре thirsts. 


Kissan squashes and crushes are. 
now available in bigger bottles 
which give you 20 ml. more at 

the very same price. 


THE KISSAN RANGE 


Squashes: [өтөп Granger Марав, 
ime Juice Cordial, Lemon 2 2 
Barley Water. Kissan Products Limited 
3 ; Post Box No. 1676 Ка 
Crushes: Grape, Pineapple, Orange. _ Old Madras Road, Bangalore-860 016 
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INDIAS ONLY DEODO | 
SOAP AND TALC ANT 


The perfect partners, for d 
ouble deod 
protection...a bath with Cinthol S 
and a sprinkling of Cinthol Talc.. 
to take you to great heights of freshness 


CINTHOL by. 
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Bombay paitits 


5% 
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"tfr Allied Producte Ltd 
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| jee ‘Bomba 
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From the great city of Bombay 


i 


comes Bombay Paints 


Easy to apply. 


Bombay Paints cover greater areas 


"and are economical. 


—Pentolite poly-acrylic 
plastic emulsion paint. 


—Pentolite synthetic oil-bound 


washable distemper. 
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Paints last for years and years. 
Bombay Paints offer full range of products 
—Pentolite super synthetic enamel. 
—Kangaroo high gloss synthetic enamel. 
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` Secret mischief 
М: J. AKBAR's report on the “Full 
Moshe Dayan’s secret 

trip to India” (April 27) reads like 

the unfinished script of a Hitchcock 

thriller movie. However, there was an 

element of anti-climax in the whole 

` dhing. This sort of journalism 1s 
really very appreciable. One wonders 

how seasoned politicians like Могагјі 

Desai took such a calculated risk. It 

needs only an elementary knowledge 

of international alfairs to be aware 

that the Israeli connection is the 

‘most sensitive issue with. oil-produc- 
ing Arab nations and our crude re- 

quirements are met only by them. Mr 
Desai's secret invitation to Moshe 
Dayan to visit India can only be 
called ‘adventurous’. This sort of 
- secret ‘diplomacy is highly deplorable 


 Agrtators, judges, 
 executioners 


_ 6é ASSAM defies the army" (April 
98 А 27).could mot really b Bit 
sidered an eye-opener. The agitation 
in Assam is taking a new turn. The 
tators as well as the police officers 
ve decided to give notice to the 
igalees to quit Assam as early as 


or the court. The 
galees should take a firm stand 
st this kind of anti-national feel- 

of the Assamese-speaking 


unal 
h 


= . Ashish Sarkar, Dibrugarh, 
у 2? z = ae 


I SINCERELY hop 
` will prevail i s 
Assam movement and 
operate with the Pr 
25 settling the Assam quest 
. wise, it might have serious r 
.  €ussion on the future of the nor 
- . eastern region. Not onlyothat. | 
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But this can be done by . 


administrative ‘solution 
UA 


РЕГ 


at stake. 


onal interests are 
du, Burdwan. 


's story on Мо ранае 
> ‘Gt to India is simply fascinat- 
TAE N hard to believe that a 
ligure like Moshe Dayan came to 
India like a thief. 
Amrit Lall, Barasal, 
ipted the former Prime 
Morarji Desai, to invite 
to take a secret trip 
a mystery. India's 
on:the Arab-Israel confrontation 
ae a known. Vajpayee too 
should be blamed for the idea. The 
episode must have tarnished the 1ma- 
ge of the Government of India. It has 
also revealed the fact that the gov- 
ernment sought the help of America. 
The Israeli consul-general seems to 
have won even if ils on paper. Mo- 
rarji Desai owes an explanation to 
the Indian people for encouraging 
this trip. 
Shyamal Gupta, Calcutta. 


when nati 
Andres Tu 


MR AKBAR 


West Bengal. 


WHAT pron 
Minister, Mr 
Moshe Dayan . 
to India remains 


YOUR readers may be interested in 
a little background on India’s Israeli 
connection. It has been like a 
grapevine that has been spreading on 
Indian soil ever ѕіпсе Israel was born. 
The Israel lobby had found strong 
supporters among the so-called Gand- 
hian diehards of the Congress (O). 
Some of them fell for the kibbutz 
and moshava as alternatives to the 
Russian agricultural collectives and. 
the Chinese communes. Jayaprakash 
Narayan and his socialist friends 
believed in the anti-USSR, pro-West- 
ern Socialist International brand of 
socialism. And US-backed Israel has 
been an essential part of this move- 
ment in our country. When the Janata 
Party gained momentum, °’ India’s 


` ed this country. Neither the year nor - 


Israeli connection got much pro. 


minence. The Jana Sangh апа its 
parent organisation, the RSS, shad 
always “herished a secret love for TV 
Israel. | 
Jag Mohan, New Delhi. CO 
ONE cannot but admire the courage 2 
of former Prime Minister Mr Desai es | 
for allowing Moshe Dayan to come to ~ ше 
India and present Israel's point op — "i n 
view personally. There is no doubt t 
that India is pro-Arab and it is mainly fron 
due to the oil politics. But does this into 
mean that she should condemn Israel socia 
blindly? The Israelis are a very Bean 
brave people and one cannot help mitt 
admiring them. Moreover, Israel has Sept 
` been shouldering much greater res. bilit; 
ponsibility than the Arabs who are the ` 
clinging to worn out values. it seems ~ men 
we are non-aligned in name only. We Dars 
are supposed to judge issues on their ° educ 
merits which we have failed to do. shou 
India's stand on the Afghan issue has color 
made this obvious. If India is to play the 
a meaningful role in world politics тог; 
today then i should shed hypocrisy to ii 
and assert its rights even if that dis- шеп 
pleases the Russians and the Arabs. iud 
Mrs Krishna Malhotra, New Delhi. n 
Bijo: 


THE ‘expose’, as you call it, does not |` 
say when exactly Moshe Dayan visit- —— ست‎ 
the month is mentioned. We can 
only make a guesswork from the re- 
ference to Morarji Desai and Уа} 
Again, it does not identify | 


, 


P 


payee. 1 
the house where the Israeli leader 
was supposed to be staying. Why 


this poverty of information? More | 
important, you kept quiet all these - 
days. You should have published the 
story before the Israeli newspaper 
came out with it. E. 
V. Krishnamoorthy, Trivandrum. 

ar aes UI 5—2 


foreign powers will jeopardise the 
netional integrity.. 
Debabrata Sengupta, Howrah. 


IF we go back to history w 

that the  Ahoms ШОКК ee 
foreigners for they had come from 
Upper Burma and they are the ones 
who invaded India sometime around 
13th century. Mongoloid by origin, 


-the Ahoms have gradually adopted 


Hinduism. Аз far. 


‹ as t i 
nationals ПЕ foreign 


issue is concerned, the 


"Ahoms should realise that they too 


are foreigners og the Indian soil. So 
century and not 20th centu : 
Saswathi Ghose, Calcutta. oe 


SUBIR ROY speculates that Mr H. C. 


Sarin may repeat 


Telengana. | wiat he 


think ad dn 


that mere 


nough for Assam. 


The bour 
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کو و 


cutoff year should Бе! 13th THE cover (April 27) 


` "Assam defies the Army”. 


itjaaratganen ua 


the feudal lords, in order to maintain 
their exploitation, have misdirected 
the movement. The Assamese people 
instead of rising against these ех 
ploiters started their struggle agaist 
the non-Assamese people. The Assam 
ese people must be convince th 
the whole country is aware 0 


not the common non 
who are responsible for the 
situation. 

Marmabina Sen, Bangalore. 


shows a PF 
graph of the agitation in Megha in 
'The photograph was taken . 
front of the Meghalaya Legislati 
Assembly. But the caption 
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army. ‘This is one 
the country which 
nd is available when 


defiance of the 
organisation 1n 
means es: 
the ne arises. , 
S. Mukherjee, New Delhi. 


TV's true 


colours 


C\AUMITRA BANERJEE has raised 
ыў a vital question in “A colourless 
scheme” (April 27). So long as the 
TV is considered a luxury item and 
is a source of entertainment there is 
little justification for exempting if 
fron: taxes. Doordarshan was brought 
into the scene to serve a meaningf ud 
social purpose. But so far what has 
been its achievement? ‘The com- 
mittee set up by the Government in 
September 1976 to examine the feasi- 
bility of colour TV came out with 
the observation that the “develop 
ment programmes like Krishi 
Darshan, health education, science 
education and children’s programmes 
should be given importance in the 
colour production as colour heightens 
the impact and the message will be 
more effective’. If there are plans 
to include these and other develop- 
mental activities in colour TV as well 
aS encourage community viewing of 
it then it would certainly be worth- 
while. 

Bijoy Kumar Jaiswal, Katihar. 


кшз. 


Supreme power 


pes Meyyappan and Veerapan- 
~ dian's spirited search for ''so- 
: cial and environmental pros and 
cons of nuclear field" (April 13) is 
really rather reassuring; the air of 
confdence refreshing. More con- 
cerned about amorphous public 
debate than reality. it is clear that 
they have missed the point com- 
pletely. First, some factual mis- 
conceptions. Their conclusion of 
arapur being a futile vcnture is 
based on their misconceived notion 
about the "expense" involved in 
-Purification of fission fuel. Even 
outright ^ purchase of enriched 
uranium does not substantiate that 
sam specially bearing in mind 
the dwindling Supply of oil and the 

` Pathetic management of coal 
mines. If the United States, on 
the other hand, ceases to supply 
us with enriched uranium, India is 
perfectly. entitled ta use the al. 


ready built reprocessi 2 
Tarapur for сро cessing plant at 


5 1 
the used fuel EX Meanwhile ios 


oxide fuel would 
running Тагар be adequate for 


i No sensible nation ip the world 


Owever is banki its future 

an enriched Ursa. E 

reactor like Tarapur. The fast 
vith thor 


Nth time, no mistake 


IS refers to “Soviets blundered 

in Afghanistan” (April 27) by 
Madhu Limaye. This is not the first 
time that the Soviets have blundered. 
Such blunders were committed so 
many times in the past. One could 
never forget the Soviet troops in 
Hungary in 1956 and in Czechoslo- 
vakia in 1968. The countries threa- 
tened by the Soviet uggression— 
directly or indierctly—should ` be 
assured that they will be given pro- 
mpt and effective help by the rest 
of the world. 6 
Kiranmay Nanda, MLA West Bengal 
Legislative Assembly. 
MADHU LIMAYE is right in stating 
that “the military intervention of the 
Soviet Union is a blunder of the first 
magnitude”. He is equally right in 
Saying that a national policy has to 


5 


be evolved in response to the Soviet - 


action. But I must say that the 
author himself has blundered in 
equating the Soviet invasion in 


Afghanistan with the American naval 


build-up in the Indian Ocean. ‘The 
Soviet naval bases in the Indian 
Ocean stretch from Aden in the 


west to Danang and Cam Ranh Bay 
in the east. Surprisingly, it receives 
a fraction of thc publicity. How many 
Iranians, Afghans or other south- 
west Asian people have been killed 


depletion of thorium: resources is: 
unfortunately misconceived—once 
the breeder technology gets off 
the ground one doesn’t require 
any fresh input—the breeder те- 
actor breeds the fuel! Their acute 
anxiety about the imminent ex. 
plosion of a breeder ractor is, T 
am afraid, a horrific fantasy—it . 
hasn't happened in the last 20 


years. t 
Worried as ме all are about 
genetic imbalances ‘caused by 


radiation, 1 am sure that most of 
us are rather more concerned with 
what is happening in Iran, in 
Afghanistan and indeed. in .most of 
the third world countries. Caught 


in the erratic grips of the super-. 


powers, and faced with the dwindl: 
ing oil levels „Gulf, 
threat of a major war is infinitely” 


worse than an unlikely cvent of - 


core meltdown. Ме ‘accept death 
due to malnutrition as merely a 
curse of impoverished natious; but 


in the Gulf, the ` 


a not so terrible disaster in a | 


remotc island in the United States: 
evokes itimediate antipathy to- 
wards anything nuclear. It app- 


` Professor Saha's ‹ 


by the Fifth Fleet? And how many 

by Soviet MI-24 helicopters, T54 

tanks, napalm and chemical warfare 

attacks on the innocent villagers? Mr 

Limaye is expected to have a right 

Perspective when he is dealing with 

such issues. Mr Limaye also says- 
that the “Soviet Union is the largest 

country in the world. Its productive 

capacities are vas}, and it now has 

achieved military parity with the 

United States.” So, what is the 

justification for such a show of 

strength on a small country like 

Afghanistan? The article dismisses 
the western security interests in the 
west Asia. According to Mr Limaye, - 
the Soviet interest in the Gulf is nil 
and the Americans although miles. 
away have a “vital stake” in Afgha- 
nistan. "The question" is not 
"whether the Americans will accept 
a non-aligned Afghan regime with 
which the Soviets can live," the 
question is whether the Soviets will 
accepi a non-aligned Afghanistan at 
all. 

Ajit Kumar Roy, Calcutta. 


CONFUSION ! I cried out after go- 
ing through the write-up. Through- 
out the article Madhu Limaye has 
tried to justify the Soviet action in 


Afghanistan. His point that India’s 
security will be endangered is not 
аге. ч 


Dipankar Das Choudhury, Shillong. 


hydrogen as а: possible su 
of oil and other. sources 
would. be dangerous 0 


management. 
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ears that some of us are at last . Ind 


catching up with the fashions obo. 
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With all due-respects ti 
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An exclusive terene weave: 
in soft, subtle shades; bold, 
elegant designs. 

Jiyajee-Dorn. From Jiyajee. 
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| wanting a dialog 

sti, and Gana Sangram Parishad te withdraw. the agitation—long before a point of no 
2 return is reached, TOOSHAR PANDIT reports from Gauhati 
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HEN the newspapers 
announced on May 23 
that Mrs Indira Gandhi 
had called an. all-Party 
conference on May 31, it 
‘was the clearest sign so far that 
thére might yet be a sensible solu- 
tion in Assam. This was tacit ad- 
mission that the government basi- 
cally would use cooperation now 
instead of provocative confronta- 
tion. . The chessgame in Assam has 
reached a dangerous point; tensions 
could easily explode into virulent 
clashes between the various com- 
munities. The recent bloodshed at 
Howli and Tinsukia is a gruesome 
‘reminder .of what could happen 

85 people have already fallen vic- 
tim to the eight-month-old move- 
ment, There are perceptible signs 
of growing restlessness among the 
non-Assamese, many of whom 
think that the movement is directed 
Specifically iagainst them, whether 
they are recent immigrants or not. 


paid a huge price. They have been 
away from their schools and 
colleges for eight months now, and 
many of them are becoming im- 
patient to return to their classes. 
"We have already missed quite a 
few all-India selection tests,” one 
of them moaned to this reporter. 
Another complained that the stu- 
dents of Cachar, who had not been 
ag.tating, had gained through de- 
fault, A third pointed out : “Losing 
a year is bound to put us at a dis- 
advantage in the job market". Clear 
proof of the students' desire io re- 
turn to their classes is available 
from the city bookshops : once 
again books have begun selling. 
“Why else should they buy books 
now?" a city bookseller asked. 


People believe that it is the pro- 
fessional politicians who created 
this mess. First, they turned a 
blind eye to largescale immigration 
in order to gain political leverage 
among the new populations. And 


after having worked up the agita: 
tion to a feverish pitch, culminatin 
in a spectacular torchlight' proces. 
sion all over the state, in which 
millions participated, on the even- 
ing of May 16. After this two. 
day holiday, they announced a pro. 
gramme to evict "foreigners' from 
government lands and the triba] 
belts, to be followed by a nine-day 
nonparticipation movement by gov- 
ernment and semi-government em- 
ployees from May 21. Nobody 
needed to be persuaded to make 
these gestures a success; the non- 
participation, in particular, was 
complete. But all this was more 
by way of keeping the hearth warm 
rather than stoking up fresh fires, 
In truth, the tempo of the move- 
ment has clearly slackened 
the AASU decided not to press its 
ultimatum to the government {о 
screen and deport "foreigners" by 
May 15, 

The Assamese ceriainly have not 


Fears of being displaced and losing roy they are delaying a settle. given up, far from it; but the at- 
mer herd rained рог cious have ment. СОБ асе catapulted duds o pr ingly ^ relaxed 

ome a recurring nig n dis students to the leadership of the an 15 m y reminiscent of. the 
them. And numerically, movement; indeed, the students  P?55/0n of a revolution. The picke- 


Assamese and the поп-Аѕѕатеѕе 


are evenly matched. 


came to the fore because of the 
people's lack of confidence in the 


ters at Narengi, the pipeline head- 
quarters of Oil India, which has 


io convinced атала ава iocans „ability eher to solve Der one of fhe foal points of the 
Ma the problem i ° зіпсе ine agitators 
rather than confrontation is the USE ent or lead a genuine stopped the flow of crude to 


answer to the impasse, and that is 
° why one hears so much about 
"dialogue" and "negotiation" these 
days in Assam. Even the All Assam 
Students Union (AASU), which has 
spearheaded the agitation, is now 
Strongly inclined not only towards 
negotiation, but is making a deli- 
berate effort io keep itself away 
from the extremism which is now 
beginning to manifest itself even 
more strongly. Provocative pamph- 


But the signs of weariness аге 
visible now. And the internal 
debates between the "hawks" and 
the “doves” is finding expression in 
the occasional indecision in the 
conduct of the agitation. It was a 
bit of an anti-climax when the 


Barauni on December 27, now wear 
a tired look. The lush green fields 
near the Judges’ Court, that had 
been converted into an open prison 
to hold the unending crowds of 
demonsitratons courting jail, hag 
once again become the haunt of 
budding footballers, starry-eyed 


AASU announced a two-day pause couples, and elderly retired folk out 
Oil is the big weapon 


lets and inflammatory wall-posters d 
have begun fo appear in the name pu 
of the agitation, One recent poster КА 
said : ‘Between the snake and the Y 


Bengali, kill the Bengali first, The 
AASU has disowned such senti- 
ments. And this is important be- 
cause the AASU forms the heart of 
the Gana Sangarm Parishad (GSP, 
a united front of ten groups and 
associations officially in charge of 
the movement). But the AASU can 
hardly ignore the fact that ihe 
longer the stalemate continues, the 
greater the chance of militants in- 


after: 


creasing their influence. 
) and his fol- 
lowers in AASU are not among 
those who see the agitation as a 
prelude to secession, or the 


the immigran 


not thinned. out, the Assamese will 


soon be reduced to à mi rity in 
their own state, Their ambitions 


are noí political power (although . 

the same cannot be said for some 
of the other factions of the GSP). 
The students want this problem to - 
be solved : soon, and peacefully. 
Moreover, the students had already 
12 
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‘paring the 


‘ossip. 
ope asip with CRP personnel and 


i with them in front of 
Ru. secretariat at Dishpur. 
Most shops and establishments are 
open. If there are fewer vehicles 
on the road, it is only because fuel 
is in short supply, Of course, vital 
installations continue to be dis- 
rupted, he cement plant at 
Bokajan has closed down, Banks 
and post offices are пої offering 
normal services. But, considering 
the magnitude of the movement, 
these are at best minor inconve- 
m ox perhaps inevitable that 
the movement would lose some of 
its momentum after a while, But 
more important is the fact that the 
AASU leaders have deliberately 
opted for a more controlled agita- 
tion, unsure of what а combination 
of ‘Army crackdown and reprisals 
from the non-Assamese could lead 
to. Plus, there is always the fear 
that the leadership of the move- 
ment could always pass into the 
hands of extremist elements if the 
confrontation ‘took on Bangladesh 
proportions, 


Be AASU leaders were 
anxious to resume a 
dialogue with the gov- 
ernment as Soon as op- 
portunity (provided. Mt 
was hardly a coincidence that Mr 
H, C, Sarin, the principal adviser to 
the Government of Assam, and Mr 
В.С, Verghese, of the Gandhi 


Peace Foundation (who was in 
touch with the students), talked 
about resumption of negotiations 


on the same day, May 20. Both 
knew that the students were will- 
ing to talk, 

Sarin had been carefully pre- 
stage for such a 
meeting ever since he assumed 
office on April 21, His first deci- 
sion was to overrule those zealous 
bureaucrats of the Union Home 
Ministry who wanted to use force 
to settle the Assam (problem. 
Simultaneously, he opened a chan- 
nel for communication with the 
students through influential people 
enjoying the students’ confidence. 
Prominent among them was the 
Jnanpith award winning Assamese 
povelist, Dr Biren Bhattacharya. 
Sarin met him twice for dinner at 
the government guest house where 
he was living before leaving Gau- 
hati for talks with Mrs Gandhi on 
May 18. Early in May, Mrs 
балац troubleshooter for Assam, 
meeting ра! Kapoor, had a secret 
н за dors ome of the studen 

Mong, Sarin a 
With e EMI ANS t in touch 


the faculty of law in Gauhati Uni- 
versity ` and official’ "бандан 
г tne AASU leaders at meetings 
with Delhi leaders; Н.К. Borpu- 
Unie professor emeritus, Gauhati 
niversity; Lolit Rajkhowa, lectur- 


Picketers Que ed GyanoTayu Foundation Шз ail 


ке SS A. ê 


een y A 


er at the Law College; Nagen Su.- 


kia, general secretary, Asom 
Sahitya Sabha; and Ganesh Phu- 
kan, a former finance secretary 


‚ and brother-in-law of the owner of 


Assam Tribune, These - efforts 
were supplemented by two former 
chief justices; M.C, Pathak and 
Baharul Islam, and a former vigo- 
chancellor of ‘dauhati University, 
Dr Mathura Nath Goswami.. 

So when Sarin floated the idea of 
two-stage discussions—first a dia- 
logue and then the negotlations— 
he was confident that his proposal 
would be welcome. After his. re- 
turn from Delhi on May 21, he 
held a serles of meetings with some 


of the student leaders and their 
advisers to ascertain their views 
about this proposal At ,one of 


those meetings, the chief secretary, 
Mr Rameshchandra, was also pres- 
ent, Sarin gave the categorical 
assurance that the government was 
willing to release the detenues; it 
would work out a phased  pro- 
vramme for the reinstatement of 
those government employees who 
had been. dismissed for taking part 
in the movement; and, lastly, it 
would gradually withdraw the 
emergency |measures it had adopt- 
ed ag the talks progressed, The 
government was rudely shaken out 
of its belief that there would be 


talks when the AASU leaders made 


a public statement demanding res- 
toration of the April 2- situation as 
an essential pre-conditlon for any 
dialogue, 

But if the government was sur- 
rised by this, nobody else was. 
The AASU is riding a tiger from 
which it is not easy to dismount. 
Nobody can afford to carry the 
charge of betraying the movement 
as a millstone around his neck for 
the rest of his life, and with so 
many leaders in jail, any hint of 


compromise will not be easy. Fur-. 


ther, the movement is already 
divided between the hawks and 
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~ negotiations, 


the doves, If the AASU, operat- 
ing from the Cotton College Stu- 
dents Union Hall represents the 
doves, then three important cons- 
tituents of the GSP—the Purban- 
chaliya Loka Parishad led by Niba- 
ran Bora, the Assam Jatiyatabadi 
Dal led by Girin Barua, and Jatiya- 
tabadi Yuba Chatra Parishad led 
by Frabin Gogol—defnitely re- 
present the other end of the spce- 
trum. It is these militants who 
are resisting , the resumption of 
The reason is inc 
ple. Unlike the studenti, сне 
people have political ambitions, 
and would like to use the move- 
ment to attain power In the next 
elections to the State Аңа 
Nibaran Bora has never been 
able to win an election, although - 
he has tried several times. Original- 
ly a socialist, he was senior to 
Golap Borbora who rose to become 
the Bret Janata CM of Assam—a 
fact Which so enraged Nibaran 
Bora that he promised to bring 
down Golap Borbora's government 
in less than six months. But the 
politicians are not powerful 
enough to sustain the movement if. 
the AASU withdraws; they do поё 
have the credibility which the stv- - 
dents have (Nibaran Bora had 
contested the last elections on the 
slogan ,of economic independence 
for the north east, but he lost). 
The politicians therefore will fight - 
hard to ensure that the AASU re- 
mains within the fold. The im- 
салса of tha шейн хм evi- 
ent when e Gana am 
Parishad's call for a Penes 
failed in February after the AASU 
had temporarily suspended the 
movement, NES 
On the other 


the victim of a smear c m 
it is being as 
been arreste: 


<x 
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indi of the state industrial deve- 
ie ent is also low. While agricul- 
ture has not yet developed appre: 
ciably, Assam's excise revenue from 
items other than potable liquor was 
Rs 2.67 lakhs against Bihar’s Rs 252 
lakhs, Himachal Pradesh’s Rs 26.87 
lakhs and Jammu and Kashmir’s Rs 
6.03 lakhs. Investment in irrigation 
not been high either. It was Rs 38 
crores in 1978-79 against Andhra 
Pradesh’s Rs 7,875 lakhs, Bihar's 
Rs 71,082 lakhs, Punjab's Rs 10,571 
lakhs, Haryana's Rs 27,624 lakhs and 
Sikkim's Rs 39 lakhs. Assam’s reve- 
nue from taxes showed an increase 
from Rs 12.27 crores in 1960-61 to 
Rs 61.20 crores in 1976-77. Kerala’s 
on the other hand increased pheno- 
menally from Rs 20.19 crores to Rs 
106.49 crores in 1960-61 to Rs 208.46 
crores in 1976-77 and Punjab’s from 
Rs 25.66 crores to Rs 201.98 crores 
(Source: Seventh Finance Commis- 
sion). The Finance Commission’s 
estimates of comparable per capita 
state domestic product at current 
prices shows a small increase in the 
case of Assam. The following table 
has been compiled from the Seventh 
Finance Cemmi sin report; 


COMPARABLE ESTIMATES OF 
PER CAPITA EXPENDITURE 
Average 
73-74 to 
1970-71 75-76 
Andhra Pradesh 586 928 
Assam $10 791 
Bihar 418 645 
Gujarat 845 1,134 
Haryana 932 1,399 
Punjab 1,063 1,586 
Maharashtra 811 1,349 
Madhya Pradesh 489 779 
Uttar Pradesh 493 715 
West Bengal 729 1,033 
All-India figures 625 940 
"Transport and communications 
have been the north-east’s major - 


handicap. The region is precariously 
linked with North Bengal through a 
narrow neck of road. The result is 
not only that the region is economi- 
cally undeveloped but the people 
have to pay relatively higher prices 
for consumer goods, Worse. it has 
encouraged the feeling that the region 


ìs Cut off from the mainland. 
Barring Assam, the entire region 


has only two Sets. of rail 

: way tracks. 
more symbolic than of any real 
value. Tripura has 12 kms of rail 


way track and Nagaland nine kms 
Korada to the difficulties, there are 
ne шке: The entire requirement 
a вишег Items— steel, foodgrains, 
E: bane salt and other items—have 

rought from other parts of 


India. The region is ri h in li 

stone of high quality fo E 
r making 

cement. The Mawmluh-Cherra and 


okajan cement units in the region 
TGS only five lakhs tonnes a ens 
T е shortfall has to be made up by 
“Pringing cement from as far as Bihar 
and Orissa. At the most, the rail 
ways can carry only 3.5 lakhs tonnes. 
пее ICD anerefore suffers from 
rta is vi 2 

struction material, of MCA 


Devi Prasad Sinh 
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Stranded wagons carrying Assam’s produce to the rest of India 


Besides oil, the region has commer- 
cially exploitable minerals such as 
limestone and dolomite, fossil fuels 
such as coal (of which it has an 
estimated reserve of 1,000 million 
tonnes), refractory grade silimanite, 
graphite and fire clays. The value of 
mineral production in the region 
amounts only to 7.5 per cent of the 
value of national production and 
forms 6.9 per cent of the national 
income. The major contribution to 
this is from petroleum production. 
This alone accounts for 85 per cent 
of the total mineral "production. 
Which means other minerals have 
hardly been exploited. 


There is a strong case for rapid 
development of the north-east. The 
current agitation has driven the point 
home more sharply than ever. The 
first thing to do is to link the region 
with the rest of the country. The 
Government of India seems. to have 
taken note of the intense feeling of 


the people: a committee of Ministers 


acknowledged the region’s needs the 


wrong 
ucknow 


_ a э. 


other day. It noted that almost one- 
fifth of the total outlay in the entire 
country for laying new railway tracks 
and converting gauges has been allo- 
cated for improvement of rail com- 
munications in the north-east. The 
outlay for 1980-81 is about Rs 17 cro- 
tes and half of this will be spent 
on work in Assam. The work includes 
the laying of a parallel line on the 

busy New Bongaigaon-Gauhati route 

and the construction of six new 

tracks to serve Assam and other 

north eastern states. The length of 
these tracks is about 213 kms and _ 
laying them is estimated to cost about _ 
Rs 52 crores. B techno- _ 
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YOU have changed four 

Parties in the last four 

ears, Is there no place 

for H. N. Bahuguna in 

arly politics? 

Since the imposition of the 
politics has been 


gave us a value 
ing in politics. 


the Emer 
gency was imposed. Therefore, im 


en the Party in the interest 


tem - 


1977, I think it was the call of duty, 
and ideological commitment to have | 
forsaken 


otri 


The news was hardly surprising: it was inevitable that the 
all-but-public quarrel between Prime Minister Indira Gandhi 
and Congress (1) Secretary General Н. N, Bahuguna would 
end in the latter leaving the former's Party. This fime 


- Bahuguna added a touch of difference to his resignation 


not merely did he leave the Party, but he also resign- 
ed his Parliamentary seat since he had won on the Congress 
(I) ticket. ‚М, J. AKBAR met him at his house at 5 Sunehri 
Bagh Road in Delhi on May 21. He was not planning to stay 
in this spacious Ministerial bungalow much longer; he would 
move as soon as he got another house. His supporters from 
UP were dropping in to see him and take instructions on 


whom to support in the coming Assembly elections. Bahu- 
guna himself was off that night to Allahabad, Lucknow and 
Kanpur to begin his campaign against Mrs Gandhi, 


of the nation. The change in 1977 ph that Government not to have 
was consistent with the basic values agreed ; CFD 
of the Congress because democracy, te tee uen ape S Rer or Ше 


freedom of expression, independence admi { id that 
of judíciary, etcetera were restored. Que an e Lo DEVO. sald 


х I tion: 
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agree, e Me the Party which ЫП, and I would have been a 
ice rite ESE о Dowen WAS Acon таке the ‘banger, of А 
Slomerate of varied ideas, composed the beginning: This happened о be 
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sistent with the ideological ground- along with the stream for some 
ing which we had received in the time, and trying not to change the 
SPAM aE аса вв хая Јада Sangh, it current, Му disenchantment, for tia 
| ту part : ion’s di ent, 

Not to have remained a part ae matter the nation’s disenchantme! 


: with the Janata Part rew very  . 
Janata. not to have become a part fast. I have earlier i xh the rea- 


sons in Sunday. I tried to correct 

| things. I argued, І pleaded d 
As сапа Minister, | recien, Se ишпш 
Га " 0 

wouid not have been a BERG: L3 

dumb, driven cattle. change. 

Now 


in the Janata, I have already | 
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<a 'epti revived the Con- 
mon misconception. ^ We had a con- 
S GRE drew up а Sl-point pro- 
ven d it to everybody, in- 
gramme, showed It to nel ч 
cluding Chaudhury Charan Sing i 
met dead ends. The only person who 
(responded), on her own, was Mrs 
Indira Gandhi. And when she met 
me, and talked to me in a language 
which was not like her normal style. 
(I have known her all my life, we 
have been in the same Party for 47 
years, she comes from the same 
town as I. L have known her from 
childhood), I found that there was a 
change, an element of repentance for 
past mistakes, and 1 thought that that 
perhaps was the only way that I could 
help bring the administration of the 
country back on the rails. I also be- 
lieved that Mrs Gandhi would pro- 
vide the healing touch. The adminis- 
tration had been badly shaken, the 
quality of governance had fallen. Co- 
mmunal riots had overshadowed our 
whole political life. The nation was 
losing its very identity. At that point 
of time [ thought that a changed In- 
dira Gandhi, who approached me on 
her own, where I was approaching 
everybody else...Having failed to see 
salvation anywhere else, I fell into 
this, well, trap, in good faith. I be- 
lieve that human beings do change. 

Q: You never suspected that you 
were being used? 

A: I did, but Mrs Gandhi said, ‘I 
have come to you only because I flet 
that we had done a wrong to you’. 

Q: Were these her very words? 

A: These are her very words. And 
she asked me, ‘Did I go to anyone 
else? This made me feel that she 
was being very. honest. The way she 
called me, accepted 30 of the CFD’s 
$1 points, included them in the mani- 
festo, told everybody ‘We are inclu- 
ding these points in the manifesto 
and Mr Bahuguna and Mr Narasimha 
Rao will join them up’...Well, I 
couldn't bargain for anything more. 
After all, a political agreement is not 


‘written on stamped paper. I thought 


Mrs Gandhi had begun collecting the 
pieces, Indian politics had become so 
fragmented by then, and, I am sorry 
to say. continues to: be so. This long 
letter of mine (sent before the resig- 
Hens Sandhi shows the abe- 
а 2 

poles ave crept into her 
first wrote to Mrs Gandhi on 
January 7, even before she had con- 
Stituted her gOvernment—nobody can 
Say that I did this because she did 
not make me a Minister, there was 
en—outlining what 

Should be done. I talked of national 
hej Sus. I talked of applying the 
ealing touch. T talked 
ше administration that there would 
no victimisation. I talked of look- 


ing into th Ü Dic RERO 
ЖЫҢЫ ДЕ north-east. My point is: 


even at th 
back at? 


х 3 1 » în her reply to 

fere erent tat и ol ы 
ems for i e 

had made you a Mision ema 


A: Then why digeoshe юр Зот ВБ наи eH aa gem Tuc kB 


was easy enough for her. She knew 
very well that my being inside the 
Cabinet means trouble for her. She 
didn't take me because she knew that 
it would be difficult for her to carry 
me along. I would not have been a 
dumb, driven cattle, 1 am a human 
being. 

Q: Are you suggesting that the 
other Ministers in Mrs Gandh?s pre- 
sent Cabinet are dumb, driven cattle? 

: lam sorry, I won't say that, 
they are very good people, but at the 
moment they have assumed that pos- 
ture. They are honourable people, 
but they have assumed that posture 
(of being dumb, driven cattle). 1 
have been writing to Mrs Gandhi con- 
tinuously. I raised almost all ques- 
tions, from the simple removal of the 
ban on textbooks imposed by the 
Janata, to the creation of a peace- 
keeping force. onto to a commission 
to find out the conditions of those 
living below the poverty line. But all 
this went unheeded. She tells me I 
keep busy thinking about myself. 
What else is she doing? (getting ех 
cited) Changing officers, punishing 
officers, promoting officers, rewarding 
officers, rewarding people who have 
stood by her: her only test is, who 
15 with her, her test is not who has 
served lhe nation, or who has the 
Capaciiy to serve the nation best. Her 
only worry is who is with her. 


ARE you trying to imply 

that a structure for dic- 

tatorship is being  crea- 

ted? : 

z A: This country will 
demolish any such structure in no 
time if anybody tries to create one, 
but these are the trends, and they 
should be checked well in time. 
Therefore, I went on raising my voice. 
Anybody shouid see that if I was in- 
terested in the loaves and fishes of 
office, then the way to it did not lie 
jn the manner I behayed from Janu- 
ary onwards. Raising questions, rai- 
sing policy issues, raising objections, 
speaking out in public. In the Hindi 
newpaper Hindustan, in mid-January, 
I gave a interview. and one question 
was what would happen to the gov- 
ernment servants who had dealt with 
Maruti or the Shah commission. I 
said that the Congress culture is that 
no government servant shall be puni- 
shed if he was doing his duty at the 
behest of the outgoing government. 
But Mrs Gandhi did not heed that. 
From N. K. Sngh to R. C. Sharma is 
a long story. The number of persons 
sent out and sent in is not something 
small. You cannot have personalised 
administration, it should be imperso- 
nal, it should be objective, to main- 
tain the morale of the administration. 
Now, I have made .a public state- 
ment that the Congress culture is 
opposed to such a thing and I hoped 
that this government would not do 
such a thing. Do you think Mrs Gan- 
dhi did not know what I was saying. 
I was saying this even at public mee- 
tings. All through my election cam- 
paign (for the 1980 Parliament) I 
spoke against the Emergency. Where- 
ver I went I said that the Emergency 
was a bad thing, and I want to tell 


posture with regard to Mrs Gandhi, 
I merely said that she wanted me to 
join her, she says she is a changed 
person, I took the people into full 
confidence all around the conntry. 
But the Press was so angry with me 
at that time that this went largely 
unreported except in a few places. 
Therefore, you cannot say that this 
eruption of mine is based on anger 
arising out of personal ambition, that 
is less than fair. You might ask, why 
didn’t I say all this earlier. If I had 
resigned just after the Cabinet had 
been formed, people would have tur- 
ned around and said that just be- 
cause I did not get a place in the 
Cabinet I was behaving in this fa- 
shion. Even after I sent in my resig- 
nation from the Party posts, I waited 
for nine days, hoping that she would 
call me in front of a working com- 
mittee meeting and ask me to sub- 
stantiate the charges. І waited and 
waited, I gave her full nine days. 
I have patience. But these nine days 
have been considered a loss by my 
friends. 

Q: You mean you could have be- 
gun campaigning against Mrs Gandhi 
earlier? : 

A: Т am not going in for narrow 
political gains in the sembly elec- 
tions. That’s not my idea, that’s not 
my purpose. My purpose is to raise 
the political climate of this country 
to a level from where nobody will be 
able to harm its basic structure. 

Q: Have you found any, what 
might be called ‘Emergency’ tenden- 
cies, in the last few months? 

A: The way the administration is 
being demoralised by supersessions 
promotions, demotions, transfers, an 
the way the (administrative) appara- 
tus is being freely used for personal 
purposes is.a bad sign, a bad begin- 
ning. 

Q: You have said that Sanjay 
Gandhi is the real boss of Congress 
(I). What do you mean by that? 

A: He makes all the decisions. 
Mrs Gandhi is merely a rubber stamp. 
I have known this from within. 
Though I have never met him after 
the elections—except once, when I 
went to Mrs Gandhi's house to con- 
gratulate her on January 7 or 8 T 
bumped into him, and I congratulated 
him on his victory and he congratu- 
lated me: except for those few sen- 
tences, I have not seen him, I have 
not talked to him. But I can watch 
things happening. Even when Mrs 
Gandhi does not know anything, 
orders are made, issued. 

Q: C 
A: Well, 


including Mr: 
ahadur came 
late. Mrs Gandhi herself said 
andar kyon aa rahe hain 
bahar zara. Aapko 
baad mein kahi 
ing insi 
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are? People know it, 
were arrested under COFEPOSA, two 
of them in UP, a 
icading smuggler in Bihar and has 
many cases and convictions to his 
credit, has been given the Congress 
(1) ticket. You know what COFEPOSA 
means? 
ment of India, not the state govern- 
ОО ment, 
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me afterwards)", Then T quietly whis- 
pered to her, "I think he has been 
appointed as a special invitee to the 
CPB. I haven't seen any order from 
you, but T saw it in the Press," Then 
Mrs Gandhi told him, “Accha, accha, 
baithiye (Okay, okay, sit down)" 1 
made discreet enquiries about the 
appointment and found out that Mr 
Sanjay Gandhi had told Mr Antulay 
that he should be made a special іп- 
vitee, Mrs Gandhi knew nothing 
about it, Then, look at the manner 
in which the Ministers are takin 

Instructions from Mr Sanjay Gandhi, 
or the two secretaries of the Con: 
Hress (1), Mr Buta Singh and Mr 
Antulay, take orders from him. : 

0: Are you suggesting that wha 
парней Suring i ne Emergency 
lappening again! 

MG I ЛҮП that what hap: 
pened during the Emergency was bad 
enough. What is happening now 1s 
the beginning of a bad type of situa- 
tion unless it js checked, I thik my 
resignation may shake Mrs Gandhi, 

I hope Mrs Gandhi will wake up and 
realise ue situation Шага it is, too 
late for her to corre А 

: Do you really think thaf your 
resignation will shake her? 

A: T hope so, Shake means make 
her realise that there are people who 
can raise their voice, Perhaps she 
was taking everybody for granted, 
she will not do that now, I hope that 
some respectability will revert back 
to the Congress leaders, 

Q: Do you think that the move 
you have made will have a snowball 
effect among the Congress leadership? 

A: That I can't say, Rank and 
file, yes. I have already received tele. 
grams. letters from almost every 
district of UP. Leading Congress (1) 
people now say that they would like 
to strengthen my hands, I haven't 
Counted, but yesterday (the day 
Tuühuguna resigned) alone about 300 
messages came. I have been receiving ` 
telephone calls from Madhya Pradesh, 
Rajasthan, Maharashtra. Bihar, West 
Bengal, Tamil Nadu, Karnataka, say- 
ing, ‘Thank you very much, Nobody 

could have done this. This is a new 
chapter you are adding to Parliamen- 
tary procedure.’ 
YOU have made another 
serious allegation that 
smugglers, hijackers have 
been given Congress (1) 
tickets in the Assembly 
DOR Would you care to substantiate 
15; 
A: Well, Mrs Gandhi, in her ге. 
ply to me, has not said no to this 
charge. 


Q: Would you like to identity 


anyone? 
not like to name peo- 


A: I would 
ple. It's not fair but who. does not 


know who the hijackers are? Who 
does not know who the smugglers 
People who 


a person who is 


It means that the Govern- 


is suggesting detentioncc 9. InP 
age зил. МА 3 pe am — Ri L EX io 


т S 


Indira Gandhi approached 
me on her own (before 
the 1980 elections). Hav- 


ing failed to see salvation 
anywhere else, | fell int 
this, well 


: You are suggesting that loyalty 
overrides all other considerations, 

A: Personal, personal, it's all per: 
sonal, They want the whole appara: 
tus of state to be run as a personal 

usiness, 

Бид Can you effectively challenge 
Mrs Gandhi by reniaining outside all 
Parties? А 

A: Certainly. I need not join a 
political Party, But an apparatus will 
emerge, and T am more than sure 
that Congressmen—I have great faith 
in Congressmen—will rise to the 
occasion, 

Q: Will your friend, the Shaht 

Imam, campaign ашы the Congress 
(1) in this Assembly elections? 
. A: Once again T will say that we 
have not done it for the marginal 
purpose of a few seats in the Assem- 
bly elections, Otherwise I would have 
resigned earlier and started cam- 
palgning long back. 

Q: ow, do you see the future of 
the nation? 

A: The eighties are going to be 
a very, very difficult period. The 
economic situation is going to be 
difficult, the north-east is already in 
the doldrums, the internal adminis- 
trative machine is passing through 
the worst phase in its life. The appa- 
ratus of state is already being dama. 
ged. In view of the drought, the high 
price of energy, the inte^national 
tensions, the spread of ? maments 
and the movement of large ‘ileets and 
armies, all this is going to cause z 
very difficult time ahead. It'wi] re. 
quire political genius to reet the 
challenge of the times. l am afraid 
that the present outfit with which 
Mrs Gandhi wants to manage the 
affairs of state is too poor to foot the 
bill. It requires a great deal of com. 
prehension, understanding. goodwill, 
and, above all, objectivity, which is 
totally lacking. r 


Gandhi, 


growing number of 


er government believes in the pro- 
Now, h 


became 


TOT EA C 


e Comes ar. 
agratganj. idit da See. 


fortnight a change was visible to 
everybody, You can ask the adminis. 
trators, you can ask the common man 
whether or not a change was visible, 
How long сап we continue in this 
darkness, and hear that in the last 
three years the Tanate ruined every. 
thing? Is it that the work of 30 years 
before the Janata came was so fra. 
gile that the whole thing collapsed 
in three years? And even if it was 
broken in three years, why couldn't 
it be rebuilt in ` three weeks? We 
could have started go many things, 
For instanee, a national маде struc: 
ture for teachers: а committea could 
have been set up to EO into this, This 
is only one small example, But noth. 
ing was started, ‘How much tlme 
does Mrs Gandhi need? How much is 
She asking for? ‘This country will 
hardly give ten months, 


| ow long do you think Mrs 
Gandhi will last? 
You can see my interview 


given to Hindustan in mid-January. I 
Said, 100 days will prove whether or 
not this government has acquired a 
Sense of direction and purpose. I am 
Sorry to say that I have come to the 
conclusion that this government has 
no (direction or purpose). There will 
be trouble for Mrs Gandhi if she does 
not sort out things within a year. I 
Will tell vou something. Before the 
Shahi Imam agreed to campaign for 

S Gandhi during the last elections, 
he took it in writing from me that if 
Something was not done within 100 
days, he "would leave. I wish Mrs 
Gandhi well, she is the Prime Mini- 
Ster of the country. I wish her gov- 
ernment a sense of direction, the 
healing touch this country needs it. 

: Do you thik that if Mrs Gan- 


dhi gets enough legislators in the 
Rajya Sabha she will try to change 
the Constitution? 


I don’t know. She is becoming 
very unpredictable. 
: Unpredictable? 5 
: She is only doing what suits 
her in the short term. Subjectivity 
is the primary consideration. Perso- 
Dal outlook, personal gains, personal 
loss (no commitment) to any cause, 
not to any ideas, 5 
Loyalty also to Sanjay Gandhi? 
: They have become inseparable 
now. The mother means the son, and 
the son means the mother. 
.Q: Will you contest the seat you 
have just resiqned, when the election 
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Congress(l) ? 


Mrs Gandhi in Rajiv Lochan temple of Raipur district with V. C, Shukla, 


T WENTY-three kilometers to the 
west of Lucknow is Malihabad, a 
small town which has played a dis- 
proportionately large role in the 
history and culture of Awadh. Burqa- 
clad women and fair faced men with 
bristling martial moustaches, indicate 
the character of this town. This is Pa- 
than territory, prosperous fields, gar- 
dens of the delicious kalam mango, 
and this land has provided. the com- 


manders and soldiers to a succession. 


of armies. (The Hindi film Junoon 
was partly shot in one of the oldest 
havetis of Malihabad and some of the 
eldenly family women were upset that 
in a house where once tigers roared, 
the sounds of dancers—nachaniyas— 
was now: being heard.) Baijnath 
ureel, a senior and respected 
member of the Congress (1), is con 
testing from here and his victory is 
considered all but certain. Apart 
from the personal respect which Mr 
Kureel commands, the fact that his 
maim opponent is from the Bharatiya 
Janata Party (BJP) is enough to re- 
nove any doubt among the Muslims 
ar out whom they should vote for, For 
M ae classic Congress con- 
\ е i 
Congressman. ще зуга шшш 
е only surprise j t à 

election of 1980 is NDS RS A 
Bress (I) candidates in UP cannot be 
as Sanguine as Mr Kureel is about 


his victory The o iti i 
ү. Pposition, which 
seemed crushed by. z late April 


a E ПО ды E у IR B Ha EA 
has suddenly revived by the last week 
of the campaign. Why isn’t Mrs 
Gandhi getting a two-thirds majority 
in all the nine states which are going 
to the polls? Why have doubts begun 
to arise particularly about four states 
—UP, Punjab, Orissa and Tamil 
Nadu? It is hard to believe that Mrs 
Gandhi will not win, but even Con- 
gress (I) campaign managers are not 
as confident a$ they were when the 
nominations were being filed. 

This is the Summer of Apathy. 
There is a marked disillusionment 
among the people, particularly since 
so much,was expected of “The Hope 
of 1980' after the despair of the 
Janata. For the people, all that 
seems to have happened after the 
return of Mrs Gandhi is that prices 
have continued to go up while the 
administration has continued to 
dither, w ; 

The size of all political meetings 
including Mrs Gandhis has been 
astonishingly small. The  blazing 
summer sun was not enough reason 
for the poor crowds. Only in the last 
phase of electioneering was some- 
thing akin to excitement visible. 
Tamil Nadu perhaps has been the 
most active: loudspeakers have been 
blaring out songs pregnant with 
political hints and films with blatant 
political messages have been showing 
on Madras screens for most of May. 
When Mrs Gandhi began her month- 
long election tour from the ‘safe’ 
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' the Congress (I) also realised that it 


state of Madhya Pradesh, both Con- 
gress and opposition leaders were 
astonished by the poor response she 
got. In fact, it was this more than 
anything else which put heart into a 
broken and disintegrating opposition. 
Coupled with this was the obvious 
anger among vast numbers of Con- 
gressman over the distribution of 
tickets. A whole new dlass of legisla- 
tors was being created and the tradi- 
tional Congressmen, who formed the 
backbone of the Party, suddenly found 
themselves with nothing in hand and 
nothing to look forward to. Mr H. 
N. Bahuguna was only the most strik. 
ing example of a widespread pheno- 
menon within the Congress (I). And 


would have to begin paying the price 
of being a ruling Party. Congressmen 
were regretting towards the end of 
May that President’s Rule had been 
imposed. They no longer had any 
clear targets; there was no longer a 
Banarasi Das in UP or a Ram Sundar 
Das in Bihar or an MGR in Tamil 
Nadu to blame for all the states’ ills 
—drought relief, price rise, diesel 
shortage, (aw and order. Instead 
there was a Governor and an adminis- 
tration which the people Clearly 
identified with the Congress (I). 


„Of course the ruling Party benefit- 

ed from President’s Rule, particularly 

through reorganisation of the state 

machinery. UP has seen thousands of - 
transfers of everyone from constables A. 
to gazetted officers in a government S 
effort to make the administration 
more pliable to the Congress (I) needs; 
And during the elections the help of 
the administration can be invaluable г 
for any Party. The Governor of Uttar ў 
Pradesh has even gone on record with 
an astonishingly partisan statement 
in favour of the Congress (I). He 
said that he had doubts about whether 


a viable coalition government (which od 
is the very best that the opposition р 
can hope for) could be formed, In à 
Punjab the stories of Garcha, the un- & 


fortunate MP involved in the Роог- 
nima case, were making the rounds 
and being exploited by the Akalis. 
They had even created a slogan out _ 
of this: "Congress ki yehi pahchan; - 
Bagal mein larki, haath mein jaam 
(This is how you recognise the Con- 
gress—a woman beside you and bottle 
in hand)". ' З 
But the most effective weapon in 5 
the hands of the opposition remained 
prices, which was hardly surprising. 
Mrs Gandhi's victory was partly due 
to rising prices, and people' expected 
her to control] them. Instead, sugar — . 
disappeared during the crucial 
marriage season. The verse with 
which the Lok Dal wooed the women 
in the north was “Maar gaya mahan- | 
gat. Bahena; Bik gaya mera saara 
gahana; Ab mat sun Indiraka kah 
(Rising prices has kill 
All my jewellery has bee 
listen to Indira anymor 


. rashtra a Congress N 


audience whi 


ый: 
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would have to name Gujarat. The few constituencies and nobody else Dh aud Bia In GP Position i 
TE Congress (1) should gain comfortable making any significant difference. In Con pins (U) Hor ther CP neither the © 
i victories in Maharashtra, Rajasthan Maharashtra. it is again a triangular Congress (U) nor Pupil. can : 
and Madhya Pradesh (although Nanaji contest with the Congress (1). the Con- eu RR eu M] ш n Bihar the 
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do better than conventionally expect- Even in UP, apart from the 80 odd о Кау TRUE lY the Congress (0) 
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some legitimacy, claim to be the n 
cicus around which the opposition E 
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rang-e-hayat s: f : Bahuguna managed to get the Bihar, Satyendra Narain Sin ae 
Hamare khoon-e-jigar hai har ik Congress 213 seats — less than a not yet allowed it to dic. Т; e _ has 
chaman ke liye. majority, but enough to form a is no H. N. Bahuguna in БҮ. ly there 
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larger-than-life plywood cutout of 21. he began his campaign against at an unheard of pace 1 “Tana 9 
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The birth of 
a new lobby 


2 Bahl is an affluent restau- 
МА кы and runs опе of the 
best eating houses in south Bom- 
bay. He is contesting the elections 
as the Congress (1) candidate from 
the Colaba constituency, Mr Bahl 
the new lobby that 1, 


‘epresents 
Saidarjung Road wants to stren- 
gthen in Bombay, the Mecca of 


ey, the treasure island of the 
pens RAE political money-hunters. 
[n the last few years the business 
community though primarily siding 
with the Congress (1), had become 
an unreliable ally. In fact, in 1977 
business houses were divided, with 
the Marwaris financing the Con- 
gress (1) and the more traditional 
business houses siding with the 
right-wing Parties. This was accen- 
tuated by the victory of the Janata 
in 1977, and continued in the 1980 
Parliamentary elections, When busi. 
ness men realised that the Janata's 
days were numbered, they hed- 
ged their bets. While their pre- 
dilections remained basically 
where they were, they went out 
of their way to contribute to the 
Congress (i) coffers. 

Sihte businessmen’ have become 
unreliable, most of them being 
fair-weather friends, 1, Safdar. 
jung Road has clearly decided on 
a lobby of its own, namely the 
hotel and tourism lobby. This is 
where Mr Bahl becomes very im- 
portant, 

The hotel lobby has always 
been pampered by the  govern- 
ment. In fact, Mr Oberoi got his 
Second tower sanctioned in Bom- 
bay only through the infuence of 
the Congress (I) in the Bombay 
Municipal Corporation. It is said 
that during the Emergency, there 
was a proposal to bring down 
prices of eatables by 12.5 per cent 
in the hotels. It was put to prac 
tice in all the grade twp and 
grade three hotels апа restau- 
rants, but the five star hotels re- 

used to toe the line. They lobbied 
ceaselessly to be kept out of the 
purview of the 12.5 per cent cut, 
and reportedly succeeded after 
donating the proceeds of three 
days’ sales to the Chief Mini 
Sters fund and the Prime Mini- 
Ster's fund. While the hotel lobby 
IS In a position to render enor- 
mous favours, from rooms to food, 
5 is also a milch cow. How use: 
am It is to have the hotel lobby 
ол nes Side becomes obvious 
PANES one reads how the political 

h У, whether for tickets or 
change of Chief Ministers, meets 
in hote] Suites. In Bombay, suites 
at the Ritz and the Nataraj serve 
2: shamianas for the Maharashtra 
dae Congress variety of poli- 
Ium. The Taj suite is used by 

ikes of Mr Devaraj Urs and 
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Rajni Patel. As a fund collection 
source it is a bottomless treasury. 
For instance, it is said that the 
Sharad Pawar Cabinet had taken 
a decision to restrict the distribu- 
tion of licences for new bars in 
the city and suburbs, But accor- 
ding to several hoteliers, these 
licences could be had for Rs two 
lakhs and there were about 20 
licences given during Mr Pawar's 
regime. 

The coming days will see the 
hotel lobby growing stronger un- 
der the patronage of the Congress 
(1) which is expected to sweep 
the polls in Maharashtra. Mr 
Bahl’s main rival is former MLA 
Ranjit Bhanu of the Janata (JP) 
and the other is the BJP's Harish 
Jagtiani, son-in-law of the top tax 
corfsultant. Mr Bahl is supported 
ironically by another Janata res- 
taurateur Mr Manmohan Singh 


Bedi who probably has the coun- 
try’s one and only $00-seater res- 
One can see 


taurant in Bombay. 


Vasantdada Patil 
how Party interests take a back 


seat when property interests are 


at stake, Mr Bhanu is depending 
on the votes of the hotel workers 
who number about 15,000 in the 
Colaba constituency. 

The sugar lobby will be fight- 
ing an interesting battle in Mr 


Sharad Pawar’s constituency, Ba- 
(1) rival is; 


ramati. His Congress 
Mr Vinayakrao Chopade, who be- 
longs to the shepherd community. 
Chairman of the Meera Coopera- 
tive Sugar Factory, Mr Chopade 
has not only the support of the 
sitting MP, Mr Shankar Rao Patil, 
who won by 17,000 votes in this 
Assembly Constituency but also 
the support of the Janata sugar 
baron Mr Sambajirao Kakade. Mr 
Kakade is a bitter rival of Mr 
Pawar and added to his many 
grouses against Mr Pawar is the 
fact that the latter supported Mr 
Mohan Dharia from the Baramati 
parliamentary constituency in the 
last parliamentary. elections 
against Mr Kakade who was the 
Janata candidate. 


OLGA TELLIS, Bombay 


| home State 


| n en of Party 1 
dry laws have a 
followed religiously in С 
one of the last  bastior 
the policy of total prohibitio 
the spell is breaking now, 
Congress(I) tribal leader, М 
bhai Darii, openly cham 
liberalisation. Pu 
e pur 


ers con hat strict prohibitio 
laws have failed, This is constant- 
ly underscored by the СШ 
tragedies caused by illicit an 
poisonous liquor drinking by 
P'Abstemious to a fault, бшш 

: emious to a fault, C 

have been in the m 


soul So that while lone voices of 
dissent were heard here and 
none dared to make it a political 
issue — not even the бууш! 1 
politician, Chimanbhai Patel! 
Shinabhai, hailing from thi 
bal belt of south Gujarat 
where Mrs Gandhi set . 
political comeback trail, ls. 
‚ОЁ maverick in Gujara 
He is credited with the - 
theory that the Congress(I 
ed the Packing оров the pc 
comprising Kshatriy : 
Adivasis and Muslim 
make a clean s 
prohibition to. 
Ed his 
shy of s 
| event of 
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Caste feud 
over new 


Bihar CM 
ar 
election joke doing 
in Patna is ш 
iav Gandhi is contesting the 
A d cibi elections from the city 
itself. How? All the four seats in 
Patna city have been allotted to 
unknown Sanjayites. This has only 
heightened the underlying tensions 
between the Rajputs and the Brah- 
mins who are vying with each 
other to curry favour with either 
Mrs Gandhi or her son. The Con- 
gress(I) in the state has been 
divided into warring camps. 

The question uppermost in every- 
body's mind is: if the Congress(1) 
comes to power, who will be the 
next Chief Minister? If a choice is 
to be made from within the state, 
Dr. Jagannath Mishra, the Emer- 
gency Chief Minister and the 
Legislature Party chief appears to 
be the most likely candidate. He 
is believed to be in the good books 
of both Mrs Gandhi and Sanjay 
Gandhi and has thus acquired for 
his supporters the lion’s share of 
Party tickets. Not only was his 
opinion sought by the Prime Min- 
ister during the removal of the 
Janata appointed Chief Secretary, 
Mr L. Dayal, he also succeeded in 
persuading Mrs Gandhi to retain 

‚ the present inspector-general of 
Police, Mr S. K. Chatterjee in 
favour of Mr Fazal Ahmad, a re- 
placement suggested by the ` Raj- 
put lobby within the Congress(I). 
Dr. Mishra's main rival appears 
to be Mr Kedar Pandey, the Bihar 
PCC(I) president. The fact that 
Mr Pandey does not enjoy the 
confidence of Mr Sanjay Gandhi 
places him second in the running. 

In the event of the mantle fall- 
ing on the shoulder of a state poli- 
tician now at the Centre, the best 
rated are Mr Sitaram Kesari and 
Mr Bhisma Narain Singh. It fs at 
this point that the Brahmin and 
Rajput rivalry comes into promi- 
Ма cedar ot SL) VIRES 


Dr Jagannath Mishra 


ГНЕ latest 
J. the rounds 
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ARUN RANJAN, Patna 
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Satyendra Narain Singh 
nence, The Rajputs who support 
Mr Bhisma Narain Singh are try- 
ing to isolate the Brahmins. 
Meanwhile they are trying to win 
over Mr Sanjay Gandhi with the 
help of Mr Sanjay Singh, the Con- 
gress(I) leader from UP who is 
taking an avid interest in the 
affairs of Bihar. The objective ot 
the Rajput camp is naturo!'v {о 
send as many of their own’ com- 
muny to the Assembly as possi- 
e. 

But it may be difficult for the 
Congress(I) to get the required 
number of seats to form a Govern- 
ment., That is what the opposition 
wants and has been Жану їог. 
The opposition lobby: headed by 
the Janata chief, Mr Satyendra 
Narain Singh, may join hands 
with the Rajput faction in the 
Congress(I) to put up a Rajput 
CM. If their strategy succeeds then 
the new Chief Minister might be 
Mr Bhisma Narain Singh. How- 
ever, from the point of view of 
Mrs Gandhi Mr Singh's prospects 
do not appear to be very bright. 
He has already been relieved of 
his communication — portfolio ín 
favour of Mr. C. M. Stephen. His 
name has also been left out of 
the state drought relief committee. 
Mr Sitaram Kesari, on the other 
hand, is the man closest to Sanjay 
Gandhi in Bihar and was the only 
leader from the state to shape the 
final list of Bihar  Congress(T) 
candidates. The fact that he be- 
longs to the backward community 
may work in his favour. 


If the pipe-dream of the opposi- 
tion of forming a government 
comes true then they will have to 
unite to form a government. In 
that case the Janata chief Mr 
Satyendra Narain Singh, MP, Mr 
Karpoori Thakur of the Lok Dal 
and Mr Ram Lakhan Singh Yadav 
of the Congress(U) will fight dt 
out among themselves for the 
Chief Ministership. The three 
Party leaders failéd to reach a poll 
a because they could not sott 
out the question of Chief Minister- 
ship among themselves. 
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Mother and son 


In the Madhya Bharat region of MP royalty still sways the masses and what better 
way to reflect current political realities than for partisan politics to enter and 
split the Scindia royal family. Rajmata Vijaya Raje leads theBharatiya Janata Party 
campaign while son Madhavrao is in the Congress(!).AJOY BOSE spoke to both 


; а А SUR nr x 
He deserted Qs ке de мин "E wil accept 
| | | ener 4 ve He does not h t r 
е when є listen tone any поле He Ponka ke W a evel : 
; Ў v 
Ineededhim 7 og, oe ма or Mrs Gandhi 
` Jearn Then he will come back to 


44 d ~~ j TE 

| } | те. / = 
ost Q:. Your son says that he has есіс ә 
joined the Indira Congress because 
«he considers Mrs Gandhi the most 
prora save loros in the country. 
Mrs Vijaya Raje Scindia, Rajmata Please comment, Although he joined the Congress/| 
of Gwalior, is undeterred by her Gani Sn cred oe an only afew months back, Madhavies 
ignominous defeat in the last Lok the opposite. Does he consider the Scindia in his short career in the 
Sabha elections, She is campaign- Emergency progressive? She is a Party has already overshadowed 
ing furiously in Madhya Pradesh: dictator * the worst kind. How can old Congress heavyweights in the 


for the Bharatiya Janata Party. У 50n say that she is progressive? State like P thi 

Among her mejor political oppo-. Bi ee Ош personal Moe ы Shukl Fe f js TAM E 
/ ' with your son deteriorated ever since 1га. For instance, in the coming 

nents in the State is her own ѕот he joined the Congress? State Assembly elections his can 

Madhavrao Scindia, who is cam- А: Iam not a hypocrite. I сап  didates have got proceder j: 

paigning for the Congress(I). say that our relationship remains cor- Уе: Procecsnoe panii 


dial Naturally it has deteriorated, ©0/8//У in the Gwalior division over 
How can it remain the same after geht other State leaders. Young 
has done such a thing to me? and dapper, the Oxford-educated 
Your son is very hurt that 36-year-old ex-Maharaja has been 
travelling in an imported helicopter 

He is hurt! Has he ever stop. Over the tugged terrain of the 
a to think how I feel? At the time Gwalior division to garner support 
CA most, he deserted me. for the Congress(/) in the Assem- 


feelings of their parents, They only bly elections. 
Т avoid criticising him if he js my Q The Sci 
had 


main political opponent in t | 
t's just not possible. пе ав: 


pum == | А 


П. 
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india family has always 
Assembly E ee Mu uen Ce. ота 
: 3) ет elections int T 
Q: Do you think that a divided division, Now, for the first time, the 
Scind 
Assembly cryin going. to affect the house of Scindia is divided. Do 
: 1t will to a certain extent de. Will pose a serious challenge to the 
Tangs But at every public meeting. election prospects of the Indira Con- 
EE о explain why the division took gress in this region? 
convinced and vote fol QR aho it P don't, think old feu 
Bes 0 ир-. 
ў А ү ca 2 port of people MENTIS "My mother 
| 4. But they did not during the Тау have that illusion. I don't. What 
| mweterm poll, — People are bothered about today is 
A: These last four months have — Setting things done. And I think I 
proved that Mrs Gandhi is not able. Can claim with some pride that I have 
mises think a Тш peant ее fam ete ote Song fort 
2 , people ‹ 
learned a lesson and will ct vote for tural and industrial projects in just 


Du the [est three months. de 
"a 529 you feel that Bharatiya Ja- : But surely you are mA 
; па Бану 4 Up coherent ee D amaga ond being the former maha: 
ta Party? 1 
: Oh yes. : There is no doubt that. my 
same ideology, Now like (th of the family background gives me an advan- 
tion) in 1967 when I A ' th sina: tage. I am also proud of the Scindia 
Sangh. We all think the е КЕРЕ, tradition. But, I personally would like 
it is much easier to function, ' o detach Tu as much possible 
tion prospects fo "К are the elec- for mysewn reds PETS 
is It Will be An ШС, Q: Don't you find it difficult ae 
nk we will ultimately triumph, рар иш LY M ME 


sed Public.Domain. UP State Museum, Hazratganj. Lucknow 
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Madhavrao Scindia before his helicopter, Gwalior palace in the background 


sending your own mother to jail? 
The point -here is to not see 
one’s political attitudes on a purely 
personal level. I don’t agree with the 
arrest of my mother during the 
Emergency. But I don’t think that 
makes it impossible to be with the 
Congress Party. I think that Mrs 
Gandhi is the main progressive force 
in the country and I think she is the 
only person who can solve the many 
problems facing India. Whatever may 
have happened to me personally or 
to my family is subsidiary to this. 


· And І am not the only one. There are 


many like me. For instance I know 
of this loyal Congress worker іп Gwa- 
lior who spent the whole 19 months 
of the Emergency behind bars. There 
was obviously some stupid mistake. 
But he is still with Mrs Gandhi. I 
think it is the people who cringed 
and bowed during the Emergency 
and wrote letters of apology to the 
Eovernment are the ones who are 
Dow opposing Mrs Gandhi. It was a 
ато: decision for me to join the 
Кепте Party but I know I have 
d le right to see things politically 
rst and then personally. 

ae Your mother has been very 
Gon er about your joming the Indira 
9 e Has your personal relation- 
А р erwrated with her after you 
ecame her political opponent? 


A: As far as ] am concerned, 1 
don’t see why different political be- 
liefs should influence personal rela- 
tions. That is why I have never criti- 
cised my. mother ona public plat- 
form. She on the other hand, at every 
public meeting, comes out personally 
against me. In the last mid-term 
polls, I deliberately avoided going to 
Rae Bareli and campaigning. My 
mother spent one full day in my con- 
stituency abusing me. This in spite of 
the fact I had earlier told her that 
we should avoid each other’s consti- 
tuencies. Anyway, even in these 
Assembly elections, I won’t talk about 
her. Let her talk against me. It is 
her wish. 


Q: Coming to the bitterness you 
have caused inside the Congress (1) 
in. Madhya Pradesh, there are a num- 
ber of old Congress leaders and wor- 
kers who alege that you have been 
overnight given precedence over them 
particularly in the matter of distribu. 
tion of Assembly seat tickets? 

A: There-is bound to be some 
heartburn after the distribution of 
election tickets. Some people will 
have 10 be rejected and they will 
naturally resent it. I think tempers 
will cool down soon and they will 
learn to accept the Party leadership’s 
decision. 


СС-0. In Public Domain. UP State Museum, Hazratganj. Lucknow. 
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.Q: But there is a rebel Congress 
Vàndidale m almost every constitu - 
tency in the Gwalior and Chambal 
divisions. a 

A: It’s unfortunate that this has 
happened. I am travelling all over 
and trying to explain that Congress- 
men should remain united and fight 
the opposition. I think E will succeed. 

Q: People are also charging you, 
with giving a large number of tickets 
aff or as they describe 
it mahal kae chamche? 

A: You must have heard this 
from opposition politicians. 

e. No, ordinary people told me 
this. 

A: Then they must have been 
misled. The only staff member of 
mine who has been given a ticket is 
Mahendra Singh. But he too is a for- 
mer MLA. Е think all this talk of 
mahal kae chamche is-just propagan- 
da by the Bharatiya Janata Party. 

Q: According to what the people. 
say, you have been given as many as 
20 tickets out of 34 in this division, 
out of which eight have gone lo your 
own staff members? 

A: Y wish it were true. I have got 
only nine tickets out of 34;with the 
exception of Mahendra Singh, none 
are my. Staff members. 

К you think this feeling 
among the people is likely to erode 
your chances in the Assembly elec- 
tions? 

A: Well, to a certain extent, it 
will but I hope to convince the peo- 
ple to vote for us. i 

Q: So you think it will be smooth 
sailing for you in the Assembly elec- 
tions? ; 

A: No, no. In the Gwalior and 
Chambal divisions, it will be a tough 
fight. This is the main citadel of the 
opposition forces in the state. In the 
1977 Assembly elections, the Congress — 
won only two out of 34 seats, one by 
86 votes and the other by 2,000 votes. 
But in spite of this, I am confident 
we will win. ; d 

Q: Most people who had joined 
the Congress just before the mid- 
term polis have been relegated to 
secondary positions by Mrs Gandhi. 
How -have you been the exception? 

A: Well that’s a difficult question 
to answer. But all I can say is that Mrs 
Gandhi must have been convinced of 
my sincerity for doing something for . 
this region. — 

Q: Some people say that you are 
strongly tipped to be the next Chief | 
Minister of Madhya Pradesh, Will you 
accept the Chief Ministership? М 

rS. 


A: I will accept whatever 
Gandhi decides. ! 

Q: You say that you want to move: 
away from old. feudal traditions. How 
do you then tolerale people touching 
your feet all the time as the maha- 
raja? D 

A: You know, itisa difficult 
thing to break old feudal norms and _ 
loyalties. I feel distinctly uncomfor- - 
table when people touch my feet bu 
if T tell them not to, they wi 
der it an affront because th 
K is traditional. One should m 
transition slowly, not. hurried]; 
trying slowly to get ove 
raja business. I know 
cult, but it can. 


How about getting foreign 
tourists to "participate 
in an Indian wedding? 
This ^ experiment was 
tried recently in the pink 
city of Jaipur and, ac 
cording to Prakash Bhan- 
dari, worked famously 
with a group of French 
tourists. Tt was Denzil 
Coelho’s idea; ап Indian 
hased in Paris, he was 
conducting the group on 
an Indian tour. Coelho: 
decided that instead of 
witnessing a typical Rajas- 
thani wedding with all its 
Paraphernalia, the tour- 
ists should satisfy their 
Curiosity by actually par- 
ticipating jm one. Не 
wrote ёо Udesh Sharma, 
the general manager of 
the hotel in Jaipur where 
the tourists were expect- 
ed to stay, asking him 
to prepare for a “mock 
marriage”. Taken aback,. 
Sharma wrote to Coelho’s 
employees in Bombay re- 
questing them to confirm 
the contents of Coelho's 


letter. They did and 
half amused and half sur- 
prised, Sharma began 


preparing for the “mar. 
e 7 ше me conven: 
ional father a jas- 
thani bride. Bat 
was an unusual ex. 
perience for Sharma, but 
he was determined to 
Stage a grand  perform- 
ance. An сетан was 
engaged for the dulha, 
ses for the  baratis. 


When Sunil Gavaskar Sig- 
ned for Somerset, not all 
his admirers in India were 
арру: the majority felt 
that county cricket was 
hardly his Сир of tea. 
idst a great deal of 
Scepticism. on May 9 this 
year, Gavaskar joined his 
Somerset colleagues who 
ad already had two 
weeks of rigorous cricket 
in the Schweppes County 
Championships, The next 
day, with his skipper. 


rlan Rose, he shatt 
yet another record fered 


55-оуег Benson апд Hed- 


county circuit, jt still 
boasts of Asif Iqbal, Bob 
Woolmer, lr tek Under- 


Gavaskar scored a chance- 
less 90 with 12 hits to the 


o 
c 
E 
P vu т Y 
wood and Cfiris Tavare. = 
Е 
> 


Kamal Julka 


Musicians were hired. A 
mandap, 
Silver, was erected : and 
the hotel's foyer was de- safa 
corated with colourful 
bulbs and flowers, 
the French tourists ar- 


a part of the barat—the 
men dressed in churidar 
pyjama,  sherwani and 
(turban) and the 
women in lahenga with 
dopattas. A local make- 
up man provided beards 


made oi pure 


When 


rived, they were asked and moustaches for the 
to select the bride and men; the hotel beautician 
groom from among them- helped the women to 


selves. Maurice Avrillon 
was chosen as the groom; 
Mrs Simone Lambert as 
the bride. Neither Mrs 
Avrillon nor Mr Lambert 
—wife and husband of 
the “groom” and “bride” 
respectively — objected 
to the “marriage.” The 
other tourists were to be 


County bounty 


dress for the ^ occasion. 
An assistant manager of 
the hotel, Rajendra Gos- 
wami, was chosen to per- 
form the Kanyadan. 
Though he looked youn- 
ger than the bride, Mrs 
Lambert, Goswami agreed 
to play the part of her 
father. 


fence while Brian Rose, at 
the other 


X Somerset emerged 
triumphant but the tables 
were turned the very next 
day when 
ties played a 40-over John 
Elaver League game. Ga- 
vaskar scored 40 i E 
ghly "S minutes but Ken 


2 fours, It was a dis 
of immaculate batting 55 
blend оғ Caution and 
ruthless aggression, So- 
merset lost the match by 
one run, but the Indian 
Star was the hero of the 
day. It has been a good 
Start for him this summer, 


— —ZIIVING 


The procession Preceed. 
ing the actual ceremony 
was a spectacle. Mr Ay, 
rillon, the groom, rode on 
the elephant like a Raj. 
put prince, grinning from 
ear to ear. The baratis 
danced and sang to the 
music of the shehnai. Mr 
Lambert danced too, un. 
perturbed by the fact 
that his wife. was soon to 
be “married” to another 
man. Mrs Lamber¢ Play. 
ed the part of a Coy 
bride well enough except 
when, unable to resist the 
temptation, she ran up to 
the elephant and insisted 
on riding with the groom. 
Goswami, as her father, 
rose to the occasion and 
tried to dissiade her, but 
the bride was a rebel 
who eventually had her 
way. Once on the ele. 
phant, she threw conven. 
tion to the winds and 
kissed the groom smack 
on his lips. 


The pheras around the 
fire were conducted by 
two pundits while Coelho 
explained the various 
mantras to the tourists, 
After the “marriage” was 


solemnised, the bride, 
Broom and baratis were 
treated to a colourful 
Rajasthani dance. The 


last word was Goswami’s: 
he cautioned everyone — 
albeit lightheartedly — 
that no dowry had been 
involved. 


Capital 
Punishment 


So you're suffering from 
insomnia because mosqui- 


toes are buzzing around 
your ears. Well, if you 
are a resident of Delhi 
you need not lose ally 
Sleep over it—literally, 
that is. Don't могу | 
about any of those mos- 


quito repellants an 
creams; just reach for u 
nearest telephone and dia 
the number 344284. Pro- 
vided your telephone is ‘ll 
working order, you ү 
get through to the сел 
control room of the ma 23 
ria department of the 
municipal corporation. 
Since the mosquito р 
blem is grave in the 
capital, the department P 
meant to provide instant 
relief to harassed ге 
sidents of the city. 
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There was this recent 
incident when Rekha and 
Moushumi were both on 


the sets of Оаа. A 
French television crew 
If there had been u 


beauty contest among the 


. women participants at the 


fifth Asian Table Tennis 
Championship which end. 
ed at Calcutta on May 


18, the  honours would 
have been cornered by 
three stunningly pretty 
sisters from Pakistan. 
With their bewitching 
Jooks and charming ways 
ulone, Rubina Shakoor 
and her two sisters, 


Seema and Nazo won the 
privi- 


hearts of everyone 


% i 


that was hovering around 
focussing 
camera lenses on Mou- 
shumi and virtually ig- 
noring Re kha. The rea- 
son, it Seems, was that 
someone had warned theni 
about the star's temper, 
her tantrums and her re- 
cent boycott of the Press. 
Initially all went well 
but there soon came a 
stage in the proceedings 
when Rekha could take 
no more. She approach- 
ed one of the members 
of the French team and 
said that they could film 
her while she was re- 
hearsing. And she add- 
ed ‘by way of caution 
that they were on no ac 
count to disturb her 
while a shot was in pro- 
gress. But nothing hap- 
pened. The Frenchman 
failed to react and Rekha 
could not understand why 


Was 


he seemed to be paying 
no attention to her ad- 
vice. Then some kind 


soul went up to the dis- 
appointed actress and ex- 
plained that the French- 
man did not understand 
a word of English. 


its ; 


Pritimoy 
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| The French disconnection! East Bengal's Ayatollah | 


Chakraboit, 


| 


[eee Pr 

P. K. Banerjee 
While the team events 
during the Asian Table 
Tennis Championship pro- 
gressed, one of the most 
conspicuous people in the 
Press box was East Ben- 
Eal's football coach. P. K. 
Baneriec. One of the 
claims he made was that 
‘he could deal better with 
Muslims than Ayatollah: 
Khomeini. And how ех- 
actly could he prove that, 
asked a listener. “The 


Thrice blessed 


enough lo entei 
Clad inodest 
ly in their traditional 
salwar and kameez, t 
three set many a hear! 
aflutter, 

S. N. M. Abdi had the 
time of his life trying to 
meet them— separately; 
such was their demand. 
But it was worth it once 


leged ] 
the arena. 


they ‘began talking. “Our 
Abbu (father) Syed Sha- 
koor Ahmed played htt 


Rubina, Seema and Nazo Shakoor | 
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key for India before Par- 
tition and our Ammi 
(mother) is a good bad 
minton player. We are 
six sisters. Three of them 


have got married but 
earlier on they were 
reasonably good table 


tennis players. The three 
of us have represented 
Pakistan in a number of 
international tournaments 
but we have never en- 
joyed ourselves as mucb 


( back to camera ) 


people of his (Khomeini's) 
country Speak only one 
language. But in my team 
alone, the Muslims speak 
in four different langua- 
ges. Nasir Ahmad in Ben- 
Eali. Habib and Latifuddin 
in Hyderabadi Urdu. Na- 
jecb in Malavam and the 
three Iranians. Majid. Jam- 
shed and Khabbazi in 
Farsi. But in spite of that 
Uve been able to tackle 
them.” 


анто аана аии LLL ccce nd 


as -we did in Calcutta’, 


; they said. 


nés mue^e[ 


What did they like most 

about India? Cherubic 

Seema replied: "Oh, the 

rasgollas and  Indians—l 

your hospitality 

and courtesy",  Rubina, 

the eldest sister was ena- 

moured of Banarasi 

sarees which she 
bought a few as gifts for 

people at home. Their 

favourite Indian actor? 

Amitabh chan, of 

course! The best ndis 

movie they 

Calcutta? ‘bron 

“Rekha was really wonder- 
ful". Any complaints? 

“Yes”, said Seema, Rubina 
and Nazo. “The Bangla 
bandh upset our sight- 

seeing programme. Can 
you believe that we are 
returning to Pakistan 
without really seeing апу. 
thing besides your fabu- 
lous Park Hotel?" Nazo's 
favourite couplet: Sare 
Jahan se achcha Hindostan 
hamara Нит bulbulen. 
hain iski, yeh  gulsitam 
hamara. (Our Hindusthan 


world. This country is a 
garden and we are 
nightingales. Oh, 
nightingales the thre 
tainly were. О 

the sisters fle 


is better than the entire | 


ath in front of Tito’s casket 
May 8, thousands ot snourners 
athered solemnly at the Federal 
Assembly building, 
Marx and Engels Square of Yugosla- 
via's capital Belgrade as eight military 
officers carried the pale oak coffin of 
Marshal Josip Broz Tito and placed 
it on an open gun carriage covered 
with the blue, red and white Yugos- 
lav flag. In the distance could 
heard the booming sound of cannons 
firing the 21 gun salutes. As the mili- 
struck up the 
Yugoslav Air Force 
overhead and the jeep drawing the 
carriage, slowly 
After about two hours 
reached the garden of M 
estate overlooking Belgrade. 
coffin was then placed in a 
marble vault bearin 
tion: “Josip Broz 
The body of the Croatia 
son was finally brought to rest in a 
garden he loved. Many cried as the 
them and as the body 
st. He had died 
eightyeighth 


The funernal was one of 
gest gatherings of world lea 

history and was 
delegations which in 
32 Heads of State, 
fers accompanied by 49 Foreign Min- 
isters and a large number of high- 
ranking officials from more than 100 
countries. But for the large number 
of leaders, the great gathering pre- 


Mrs Gandhi lays a wre 


sented an unusual opportunity 
private conversation 
buildup and expectations 
cede more formal summits. In s 
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3 Mrs Gandhi on her part 
E would like to. meet Mrs 
Jovanka Tito, Marshal Tito's widow. 

After checking into the hotel, Mrs 
Gandhi left immediately to meet the 
Yugoslav leadership. The meeting 
originally had been fixed for the 
morning of May 8, but liad been pre- 
poned by the Yugoslav leaders, With 
this meeting began Mrs Gandhi’s hec- 
tic schedule, in the course of which 
she would confer with some of the 
most prominent world leaders. At the 
huge presidential building she was 
received by President Lazar Koli- 
sevski, along with the Prime Minis- 
ter and the Foreign Minister. In a 70- 
minute meeting the leaders discuss- 
ed the future of the Non-Aligned 
Movement after Tito, Brezhnev’s dis- 
cussion with the Yugoslav leaders 
and Afghanistan. Of particular impor- 
tance was the discussion on the divi- 
sions within the non-aligned ranks. 
It was stressed that non-aligned coun- 
tries should take the initiative in 

ffairs. 

woga that Mrs Gandhi returned to 
her hotel to meet Chancellor Schmidt 
of West Germany. Detente, fear of 
induction of arms to Pakistan, Ger- 
man fears of the USSR’s missile pro- 
gramme and oil prices figured in the 
discussion. Mrs Gandhi initiated talks 
on the North-South dialogue while 
the German Chancellor pointed out 
that a general all-country discussion 
was of little use and that bilateral 
discussion would be more helpful. 

The next day, she met Britain's 
Margaret Thatcher for breakfast. 
Since neither actually eats anything 
for breakfast they drank tea instead 
and discussed the domestic situation 
in India and Britain, as well as the 
situation in Afghanistan. At 10.00 
am Mrs Gandhi met President 
Kaunda at the hotel but they decided 
to hold their discussions that night. 
After Kaunda left, she was informed 
that Lilian Carter had arrived 50 
Mrs Gandhi personally escorted Mrs 
Carter back to her own room. It was 
of course an informal and personal 
meeting, where largely domestic mat- 
ters were discussed. 

BEFORE leaving for the Assembly 
: Building to lay a wreath on 
Tito's coffin, she met Brezhnev and 
told the Soviet leader about the 
growing anxiety among non-aligned 
nations over the Soviet intervention 
in Afghanistan. The talks lasted for 
5 minutes and an Indian spokesman 
said, “Mr Brezhnev replied that he 
too was keen on a settlement and 
suggested that Afghanistan and Pak- 
istan speak to each other. Soviet 
Foreign ^ Minister. Andrei Gro- 
туко was also present at the 
meeting. Mrs Gandhi’ insisted that 
the Soviet presence in Afghanistan 
was being used by the US to erode 
the non-aligned movement. Mr Brezh- 
nev replied that the Soviet Union 
attached importance to the non-align- 
ed movement and wanted India to 
play its role, 


.Who will take over the 
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Bride beheaded 


The real culprit will get away 


the’ meeting Mrs Gandhi pro- 
Sca to the Assembly Building. 
Later in the day Mrs Gandhi met 
the Rumanian President, Ceaucescu, 
and once again the non-aligned 
movement was discussed. She was 
then visited by Mrs Bandarnayake of 
Sri Lanka and she then called оп 
Jovanka Tito and talked with her 
for about half an hour. Mrs Gandhi 
also met Mario Suarez and the Cuban 
Vice President. 

The other important meeting she 
had that day was with Chairman Hua 
Guofeng of China. For the first time 
since Nehru met Chou En Lai in 
1960, the leaders of the wofld’s two 
most populous countries held a dis- 
cussion, Both leaders desired the 
strengthening of relations between 
the two countries. Chairman Hua 
said that he wanted to see India as 
a strong netios and wanted her to 
play a greater vole in the non-aligned 
movement, He called on Mrs Gandhi 
to forget the past and to look for- 
ward to the future. Mrs Gandhi said 
that though she wanted good rela- 


tions between the two nations, it 
would not be at the cost of relations 
with other uations. Relations 
between the two countries will 


o? courses depend on the Indian ap- 
proach to the problem in Aksal Chin, 
ihe remote area of North-East Kash- 
mir retained by China after the 1962 
Sino-indian border conflict, India in- 
aists on a setticment before relations 
are normalised, while China for the 
moment wants to shelve the issue. 


The last meeting Mrs Gandhi had 
was an informe] discussion with 
Kaunda, Nyerere and the President 
of Guinea. The discussion which began 
at 10 pm carried on until 12.15 
am. The leaders discussed the prob- 
lems facing the non-aligned move- 
ment, the way in which unpleasant- 
ness had been avoided at Havana and 
the non-aligned movement _ withou! 
Tito, who had provided the European 
link. Kaunda in fact, asked. what 
would happen to the non-aligned 
movement now that all the founding 
fathers — Nasser, Nehru, Sukarno, 
and Tito — were no longer alive. It 
was decided that the non-aligned 


‚ Countries should take the initiative. 


One issue which Mrs. Gandhi dis- 
cussed virtually with all leaders was 
е future of non-alignment after 

Ito. After all, Tito had lent great 
weight to the Non-Aligned Move- 
tracer Tt was at the Havana Summit 
ia ito decided to tight against the 

eory that non-aligned nations were 
natural allies of the Communist Bloc. 
POE with Tito, one of the founders 
a e Non-Aligned Movement, gone 

€ question which naturally arises is 
l leadership. 
nd this perhaps was uppermost in 


the minds of leaders o 
f f the non- 
ened nations, including Mrs 
andhi. It may not be possible for 


countries with Soviet leanings to play 
ne role. Therefore, what remains to 
ia set is how far and for how long 
ale on-Aligned Movement stays 
tains of the power blocs and main- 
ains its own independent identity. 
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HIS is not fiction. Not even the 
А proverbial triangular mix-up. It 
is a tragedy that befell a Hyderabad 
family on May 9 when a father but- 
chered to death his 17-year-old daugh- 
ter, Jagdamba, who was in her bridal 
attire. The father, Yelliah, who own- 
ed a garage, had arranged his daugh- 
ter’s marriage with Shankar, a rail- 
way clerk, What Yelliah did not know 
was that his daughter was deeply in 
love with Prakash who lived near by. 
Both the families lived in the Ashok 
Bazar locality. 

The date for Jagdamba’s marriage 
with Shankar had been fixed. Yelliah 
had left no stone unturned to make 
it a grand affair. He had even sold 
property worth Rs 40,000 to finance 
the marriage. A day before the 
mahurat, Jagdamba mustered enough 
courage and sent a note to Shankar, 
her prospective husband, saying that 
she was in love with Prakash and 
that Shankar should not agree to the 
marriage, Shankar {mmediately dash- 
ed to Jugdamba’s home to verify the 
authenticity of the note. The would- 
be bride confirmed her message, much 
to the shock of her parents and Shan- 
kar promptly gave up the Idea of 
marrying Jagdamba. Jagdamba’s fa- 
ther was naturally furious. Neighbours 
and family friends’ suggested that 
Jagdamba should marry Prakash. 
There was a small hurdle, though. 
The girl belonged to the Munnuru- 
kapu community while her lover was 
a Mutharasu. The elders took it upon 
themselves to iron out this caste com- 
plication. 

As a result of their efforts the 
marriage atmosphere was hastily re- 
vived. Preparations for the mahurat 
once again began in earnest. Every- 
body seemed to ‘have forgotten the 
brief, unsavoury interlude. The bride's 
family was particularly joyful. ‘Then 
tragedy caught everybody unprepared. 
On May 9, the day of the mahurat, 
the mandap was tastefully decorated 
and music added to the atmosphere 
of festivity. Inside the house, Jag- 
damba was going through the tradi- 
tional rituals surrounded by her 
friends and female relatives. But 
there was no sign of the bridegroom’s 
party. A nervous Yelliah sent word to 
Prakash's home. The man returned 
and informed Yelliah that Prakash 
was untraceable since the previous 
night. ; 

For Yelliah it was the unkindest 
cut of all. Unable to control his emo- 
tions, he rushed into Jagdamba's 
room and ordered everybody out. 
Then, dragging his teenage daughter 
by her plait, he proceeded towards 
the adjacent bathroom where Yelliah’s 
eyes fell on a chopping knife. He 
first dealt a blow on his daughter's 
head and with the second blow he 
literally beheaded her. Completely 
drenched in Jagdamba’s blood and 
with the knife in one hand, Yelliah 
set off towards the Fazalgunj police 
station where he surrendered himself. 


The assembled guests and elders 
were furious at Prakash’s disappea- 
rance and the dubious role 
of his parents. Angered by 
Jagdamba's gory death and the role 
played by Prakash in the tragic deve- 
lopment, a few hot-heads raided Pra- 
kash’s house. Soon after, Prakash’s 
father was taken into protective cus- 
tody by the police but Prakash him- 
Self remained  untraceable. 

. The police say that the case is 
simple enough with hardly any s 
for investigation. In the eyes of the 
law, Yelliah is a murderer though 
there is universal sympathy for him 
and his family. When Yelliah’s law- 
yer moved a bail petition in the 
court, the prosecution did not op 
Se it, Why Prakash jilted his “‘belo- 
ved” however remains a mystery. 


KALYANI SHANKER, Hyderabad 
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Limca. A zingi, tangi mixture of Jamaican lime and Sicilian lemon 


flavours. A zero-bacteria drink. Isotonic salts to quench your thirst. 
Vitamin C too. Calorie-watchers prefer Limca to stiff drinks. 


Limca. Just the drink to make the scene with. Any thirsti time. 
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Children missing for 27 months 


йшй шанын —— 
Parents have in vain pleaded before three PMs 


HE  three-wheeler sped away 
noisily on the afternoon of Jan- 
uary 13, 1978. Its occupants were 
three young brothers — Satish (8) 
Praveen alias Beenu (5), Susheel 
alias Banti (2) and the driver, Raj 
Kumar. No one suspected anything. 
The children did not raise an alarm 
since they knew their driver well; 
in fact they called him ‘uncle’. Unti 
a few days ago, Raj Kumar was a 
regular visitor to the children’s 
home and for eight long years he had 
been their neighbour and a sub- 
tenant of Mr Kirpa, а. scrapdealer 
and the children's father. They never 
returned 
On that fateful day, Kirpa was on 
his usual rounds and his wife Sharda 
was busy with the visiting estate offi- 
cials of Chandigarh; they had come 
to check the records following a 
complaint against the new landlord 
Munshi, who had purchased House 
2606 in Sector 22C for Rs 60,000. The 
complaint was about Munshi's ability 
to pay the amount. On a request 
from the old landlord, Munshi had 
permitted Kirpa to retain the barsati 
on the second floor without charging 
an additional paisa. However, Munshi 
did not want Raj Kumar, a sub- 
tenant of Kirpa to stay. A misunder- 
standing cropped up as Raj Kumar 
thought he had been thrown out at 
Kirpa's instance. According to four-i 
year-old Guddi, sister of the kidnap- 
ped brothers, Raj Kumar had prom- 


ised to buy sweets for the children 
and taken them to the market in his 
three-wheeler. 

. The police hunted for Raj Kumar 
in Ludhiana, Amritsar, Srinagar and 
elsewhere. But he was not to be 
found. This intriguing case was event- 
ually handed over to Inspector Des 
Raj. Des Raj was perhaps the only 
investigating officer who inspired 
confidence in the kidnapped children's 
parents. As a matter of fact, Des Raj 
asked the relatives of the alleged 
kidnapper to hand over Raj Kumar 
‘within a week?. Kumar's folks agreed 
to do so and gave an undertaking in 
writing to this effect. 

_ Soon enough, the situation took an 
interesting . turn. Raj Kumar's 
brother-in-law, incidentally, his name4 
sake, who claimed to be an office- 
bearer of the Amritsar City Janata 
Party, allegedly tried to influence 
the police investigation. But he fail- 
ed before the never-say-die Des Raj. 
Des Raj was, however, transferred to 
Haryana under the orders of SSP, 


Chandigarh. : 

According to Kirpa, after Rajs 
transfer the police lost all interest 
in the case. “We have spent Rs 8,70 
We sold our utensils. We have now 
lost all hope. Some . newspapermen 
came to us. They say they have pub 
lished a few storics. But who is 
bothered?" Among the three kidnap- 
ped brothers, only  Satish attended. 
school. 


The grief-stricken parents, Kirpa and Sharda 


Anil Puri 
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Kirpa and Sharda told this corres- 
pondent: “Twentyseven months have 
passed but nothing has come out. 
The local police were cool even when 
they were informed of the exact 
hideout of the accused. They even 
called us fools...We have written 
to the three Prime Ministers ол. 
different occasions but failed to draw 
sympathy from them. Perhaps they 
were too busy handling far more im- 
portant issues or maybe because we 
are poor people". Sharda went on: 
*Once we went to meet the ief 
(CC) of Chandigarh 
Union Territory. But his personal 
staff refused to let us in. Then a 
newspaper reporter, Mr Bhanot, took 
our  darkhasat (application) and 
handed it to CC". à 

“On January 17 last year, Kumar 
returned home and stayed with. his 
family for three days. We informed 
the police, including the Inspector 
General and requested them to raid 
the premises where Kumar was be- 
lieved to be staying. But nobody paid 
any heed. We gave the police. several 
other tips and also the list of people 
who had seen the children and met 
Raj Kumar in Srinagar. Sirsa, De'hi 
Amritsar, Ludhiana and elsewhere. _ 
We have even given them (the 
police) the names of persons who 
were in constant touch with him (Raj 
Kumar) and were delivering . 
threatening letters to us. But the - 
police are still keeping mum. Per- | 
haps they are only meant to serve 
the rich", Kirpa said wiping his tears. 
Sharda sadly complained that — they 
were living on the good wishes of 
the authorities. “When we last met 
the Chief Commissioner he said: 
*Agar kismat main hoga to mil jay 
enge’ (If fate so wills, the children 
will be found)". К 

The living quarters of the Kirpas 
measures eight feet by eight feet. 
In this tiny room live the remaining 
five members of the family—parents, 
two daughters and a son. One of the 
daughters is married. She lives close 
by with her husband. Curiously, Raj 
Kumar hasn't stopped writng to the 
Kirpa family. His letters to Sharda . 
are passionate and couched in polite 
language. Reading his letters tO 
Sharda one 2015 the impression that 
Raj Kumar shares a romantic rela- 
tionship with the mother of the kid- 
napped children. 


The police have refused to believe _ 
Kirpa's allegations. “We can un- . 
derstand the cries of frustrated pa- - 
rents. But was it a simple case of - 
crime?”, the investigating police _ 
inspector Pandit Jai Narain asked. 
Narain told this correspondent that 
he was planning to visit Srinagar 
soon and that ће would conduct i 
search in the orphanages in ће — 
gion, It is possible that 
might have dumped the 
an orphanage. 
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| Adivasis duped 


Racketeers corner forest land 


An adivasi engaged in rope-making 


<r a сс. 
EMI-CLAD, semi-starvea, tribals, living іп makeshift 
leafhuts and barely eking out an existence deposited 
Rs 11,40 lakhs, for something that they have never posses. 
sed and probably will never set their eyes On. It all 
happened in the Panchpir subdivision, of Mayurbhan} 
district, Orissa, where under the garb of the “Land to 
the Landless" scheme, racketeers and fortune-seekers 
acquired for themselves valuable ‘reserved forest’ land, 
The racketeers collected applications from the land- 
less tribals and deposited Rs 11.40 lakhs as ‘forest 
royalty’ on their behalf. This, however, was no act of 
benevolence. With an eye on the enormous profits that 
could be reaped from the 15,321 acres of richly endowed 
forest land, the racketeers acquired sale deeds of the 
same land with the signatures of prospective adivasi 
owners on them. Thus even before the adivasis had an 
inkling of what was going on, rich ‘forest land’ meant 
for them had passed on to the hands of fortune seekers 
engaged in clandestine timber operations, who had lost , 
no time іп taking advantage of the illiterate tribals, Not 
all the land was, however, timber land. In most cases the 
land settled in the names of the tribals was unfit for 
agriculture. xp 
It is not merely the adivasis alone, but the Govern- 
ment which is also being robbed of its land, Strangely 
the government seems to be unaware of the goings-on. 
Politicians and senior bureaucrats were impressed at the 
efficiency with which the tahsildars and revenue officers 
managed to distribute surplus land, which was reflected 
Жап the ever mounting official figures. Indeed, the scheme 
was proclaimed as a vote-catching gimmick and the 
achievements jn implementing the programme were 
Cited to exploit the tribal vote bank. Not everybody. 
however, could overlook the real consequences of the 
Scheme: the damage that was being done to the rich 
‚ timber of the reserve forest area. Puny attempts were 
made by some honest forest officers to save the forests | 
from organised conspiracy and fraud, but these were | 
promptly suppressed by government officials, à 
The indiscriminate grant of lease of the ‘protected | 
forest lands has had farreaching consequences. The“ | 
leasing iut of ‘protected forests’ has led to the loss of | 
buffer' stock of wood 
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OME pundits in Delhi 
still have their doubts, 
b | but I personally think, 
Е will not be difficult 
for the Congress(1) to 
form a government in each of the 
nine states, either independently 
or in collaboration with some re- 
gional Parties. Indeed, in eight 
states Congress(I) Chief Ministers 
should come through while the 
Chief Ministership in the remain- 
ing state will go to the DMK. How 
long Mr Karunanidhi will be able 
to retain his Chief Ministership is 
a different matter, but there is 
little doubt that he will fulfil his 
life's ambition once again. In the 
eight other states, even if the Con- 
gress(I) gets 45 per cent of the 
seats they will form the  govern- 
ments. And if they can secure 35 
per cent of the valid votes polled 
it should be easy to get at least 45 
per cent of the seats. The other 
Parties are hopelessly divided and 
no one would expect any of them 
to secure 35 per cent of the valid 
votes polled or 45 per cent of the 
seats. А 

For the Congress(i), distribu- 
tion of Party tickets Was itself an 
ordeal. Even Mrs Gandhi had to 
admit publicly that some "good 
people" were left out in the process. 
Selection of Chief Ministers and 
Ministers will be a more. serious 
problem. Except in Orissa, where 
Mr J. B. Patnalk isa certainty, 
there are two, three, or sometimes 
four candidates for the post of 
CM. When tickets were distribut- 
ed, each of them tried to grab the 
maximum number and during the 


election battle each tried his best ' 


to get as many of his own suppor- 
ters elected and as many of his 
adversaries defeated. After the 
results come out, they will all be 
engaged in the third round of bat- 
tle — trying to occupy the most 
prestigious chair in the respective 
state secretariats. And at the same 
time, opponents will have to be 
kept far away. In this, the final 
battle, they will make frantic 
efforts to get either. MrsGandhi's 
or Mr Sanjay Gandhi’s support. 
ultimately, the extent to which 
rs Gandhi and Sanjay will inter- 
ME In the selection of Chief 
inisters and Ministers will de- 
pend on the actual results. If the 
arty secures more than 55 рег 
Tar or the seats in most states, 
IAN will naturally have a big 
ae in the ministerial selections. 
te азоо, It can be ‘Safely predic- 
moc at no group will be isolated 
t Power completely, іггеѕрес- 
ve of who gets the Chief Minis- 
tership. 


For the largest i 
state of India, 
Uttar Pradesh, the name of Mr 


* 
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J. B. Patnaik 


Dr Jagannath Mishra 


TASS Ee US E Е ERN 
C. P. N. Singh is being mentioned 
in some circles, though in all like- 
lihood the post will go to Mr N. 
D. Tewari. Mr Singh is considered 
a rising star in the Congress(D; 
but in the eyes of the Party high 
command he is not experienced 
enough to occupy the most im- 
portant chair of Uttar Pradesh yet. 
At the moment, he is likely to get 
a more important assignment аі 
the Centre after which he might 
be sent to Lucknow. So for Ше 
present at least, Mr Tewari is ex- 
pected to get the Chief Minister- 
ship. Mr Kamalapati Tripathi's son 
is also tipped for an important 
portfolio, provided the family be- 
haves well. 
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anjay may dominate after polls | 


In Bihar, the contest will ulti- 
mately be confined to Dr Jagan- 
nath Mishra and Mr Kedar Nath 
Pandey. Dr Mishra is still the 
favourite and unless all the other 
leaders of the state gang up 
against him, it will be very diffi- 
cult to deprive him of the Bihar 
CM’s post. Of course, he will have 
to accommodate supporters of Mr 
Pandey, Mr Bhisma Narayan 
Singh and Mr Sitaram Kesari in 
his cabinet. In no Congress(I)- 
run state is the Chief Minister 
expected to get absolute authority. 
again. The system of checks and 
balances will go on operating in 
all the Congress(I) states. 

' Mr V. C. Shukla, I am afraid, 15 
in for some serious trouble. And 
if Mr P. C. Sethi goes ahead with 
his newly formed Shukla-Sethi 
alliance against Arjun Singh he 
will also be in for trouble. To 
declare a crusade against Mr 
Kamal Nath is one thing, but to 
go on propagating — even in umi- 
ted circles — that Mrs Amteshwar 
Anand is interfering in Madhya 
Pradesh politics is something else 
altogether. The Party high comi 
mand will not tolerate this. Even 
if Mr Arjun Singh cannot 

made the Chief Minister of MP 
now, Mr Shukla’s tuture in the 
present set-up of the Congress(l) 
will continue to remain bleak un- 


Jess he changes his attitude 
. drastically. The scene in 
Maharashtra is — very com- 


plex because there are so many 
claimants for the Chief Minister- 
ship. According to persons close 
to the Party high command the 
veteran Mr Vasantdada Patil is 
expected to get the first chance. In 
Gujarat it will either be Mr М. R. 
Solanki or Mr Yogendra Makwana 
while in Rajasthan Мг Jagannath 
Pahadia wil] in all probability be 
the first choice. 

In Punjab again there are a 
large number of claimants. Some 
people àre keen on getting back 
Mr Zail Singh as the Chief 
Minister of the state, while Мг 
Darbara Singh's name is also be- 
ing mentioned. Some pundits sug- 
gest that Mr G. S. Dhillon’s claim 
cannot be ignored either. It is ta 
be seen whom Mrs Gandhi and 
Mr Gandhi prefer. 

. Sanjay played a significant role 
in the selection. of the Partys 
candidates. In the election battle 
he was second in ‘command. If 
everything goes well for the Party - 
he will have a big say in the choice 
of Chief Ministers and Ministers. . 
And when that comes about, the 
‘Party will by and large accept his _ 
бошой role, uu or without — 
servations, whatever the pundits 
might say now. Шс 
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Prakash Padukone 


Vidyanana Mullerpatan 


HE TV crew from Mad- 
ras had just finished film- 
ing the interview with 
the new superstar. On an 
afterthought, the produ- 
cer suggested that they shoot а se- 
quence of him.chatting with his pa- 
rents. Prakash called {һе Senior 
Padukones and the trio posed for the 
TV camera, although the Padukones 
were. visibly self-conscious. Someone 
suggested that they actually talk. 
Prakash broke into Konkani and that 
' seemed to ease things a bit, “Hope 
to sce you again in May after you've 
won the world championship," the 
producer remarked, as he took his 
leave of "Prashanth", 64, 15th Cross 
Road, Malleswaram, Bangalore 560003 
—the hume of Prakasa “Grand Slam” 
Padukone, 

The TV floodlights, the radio micro- 
phone, the photographers’ flash bulbs, 
the media men їп general tripping 
Over each other for exclusive inter- 
views, not to talk of the gladiatorial 
reception. What does it all feel like 
to suddenly have the spotlight train- 
ed on you like never before? E 

"Well, it really is a Breat feeling, 
admits Prakash. "You know, scar- 

cely did I imagine that I would get 
the kind of reception I did when I 
landed in Bangalore. On the flight 
from London to Bombay, the Air In- 
ia crew gave us a reception of sorts. 
We landed in. Bombay in the early 

Ours of the morning and there 
were a couple of hundred well-wish- 
srs and friends to receive us. . But 
the reception at Bangalore airport. 
Was something unprecedented. It is 
Probably once in a lifetime that one 
Bets the opportunity of driving in 
an open jeep with people lining 
the sides of the road, lustily cheer- 
116 you. At least these things didn't 
happen to sportsmen in this country 
often." Ў 

"But one has to take all this in : 
one’s stride, At least that is what 

Onestly believe іп and that's one 
thing I have been able to do. Whe- 
ther this kind of personality cult. as 
you term it, can һауе an adverse 
effect or otherwise, is entirely up to 


| Mad- 
d film. 
with 
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individual at the recelving end. 
E the cynosure of ^i eyes 
can have a twofold effect: at one le- 
vel it might go to the head of th. 
concerned person and at another, ex. 
pectations are automatically raised 
high every time you д0 out on court, 
In a society where social respón- 
ges oscillate between extremes of 
blind idolatry to downrgat icono- 
clasm, it is common enough to see 


sportsmen being treated according to 


vir performances. То drive home 
Mme I remind Prakash of the 
report that soon _ after he lost the 
final of the All-England Champion- 
ship, Liem Swie King's statue was 
demolished and thé fallen hero was 
the target of brickbats even in his 

netown. 
homatowi agree that we have to be 
more balanced in our reactions, We 
either put our'heroes on a pedestal 
when they win or 


(once they lose) 
consign them to the 
dustbin, At least, 


speaking for myself, 
I am not affected in 
either way since I 
play for my own 
satisfaction, The re- 
ропа and all the 
sure and the 
glare of publicity 
aro only incidental, 
Next year, if I don't 
retain my titles and С 
consequently do not & 
get this kind of re. G 
osption, I wil not Ё 
miss it at аі. 
Nor will it mean 
that Iwill not try 
my best after that." 
It sounded like a 


new Prakash talk- : 

ing; Prakash the / 

philosopher, E 
"Like one of my | 


friends told me that | 
he felt the entire "E 
thing was being | 
overdone. He felt 
that People were 
making a mountain 
out of a molehill, It 
15 not for те to 
comment on whe- 
ther people 
over-reacted or done 


. otherwise. I am only saying that if 


someone has done somethiig remar- 
kable, go ahead and honour him. But 
at the same time, do not kick him 
where it hurts, when he fails? At. 
the moment, anyway, Prakash.has 
reason enough to bask in the eupho- 
ria that has · followed his hat-trick 
of triumphs in the Swedish, Danish 


and All-England : E 
SO, n Badminton Cham 


HAT is the young bad- 
minton star like as a per- 
son? In Prakash’s own 
words, “I am basically a 
Ty reticent person. 
аке а lot of time to get used to peo- 
ple. I prefer a quiet atmosphere with 
my ак circle of friends. Not for 
: y heavy socialisi or any- 
thing like that”. дааа А 


aking to him, 
one can vouch for Sean от 


have Prakash with his flancee, Ujjala Катка! 


a considerable effort to draw Pra- 
kash out of his shell, But as the in- 
terview went alone he became more 
articulate, more forthcoming in his 
replies, At the end of it all, one got 
the impression that he is desperately 
trying to shield his eyes from the 
glare of publicity, without’ being 
offensive in the process, : 
Almost anyone who has anything 
more than a nodding acquaintance 
with Prakash speaks of him as being 
a glutton for hard work. In fact, his 
being a cut above the rest on the 
badminton court has often been as- 
cribed to the fact that he is his own 
ruthless taskmaster, Does he really 
enjoy his uncompromising, spartan 
discipline and rigorous work sche 
dule? Does it not require a certain 
amount of masochism to drive him- 
self to reach training targets he seta 
himself even when there are times 


E SX ew / 


i 


when he does not relish doing it? 
“It is like this. Of course there are 
times when, in the midst of training, 
I feellike giving up. Like say this 
morning I decidé to run 25 laps but 
by the time I've. completed say 20, 
I am too physically or mentally tire 
to continue. But I never quit. I tell 
myself that it is like notching up 1$ 
points in a game and then becoming 
tired. On a court I never give up 
until I've reached (or my opponent! 
has) the magical 15 points, no ma- 
tter how tired I am, Likewise, I 
never give up until I've completed 
the number of laps or sit-ups or 
whatever—I have set myself. 


“Maybe there is a certain amount 


of masochism involved to inflict pain 


on yourself when you are training 


but there can be nothing more satis- 


drinu Pte tates Abi M e HP EAE OWN YUCKFRAMS, CO 


set yourself, And it pays handsomely — 
in the long гип, I have adopted the 
Indonesian training system. Until I 
trained with the Indonesian national 
team akarta in October-Novem: 
ber 1977, 1 followed a rather unscien- 
tiic system of training. It was in 
Jakarta that I realised the impor. 
tance of training for a little of eyery- 
thing: speed, stamina, power, foot. 
work and flexibility, For speed we do 
sprints, for footwork improvement we 
do the skipping exercises, for deve- 
loping strength we do weight train: 
ing and for flexibility we go through 
Eymnastic exercises, 

"Every morning, six days of the 
week, along with a band of local 
friends, I train for about an hour and 
a half at the Kanteereeva Stadium, 
On Mondays we do only long dis- 


tance running. This is to improve 
oTuesdays we con 
"work out in the 

consumed by we 


our stamina, Then of course, the 
j4centrate on weigh 
8 аге. 


2: t sprints help us 
{IFA improve speed, On 
f 1 &training while on 
4 { à Wednesdays we 
| ‚ Thursd 
„ A raced to skipping, 
1 Fridays are af n 
ght 
training and Satur- 
days we devote to 
shadow badminton. | 
We go through all - 
the strokes in the 
game with all the 
seriousness of actu- 
ally playing. After 
the end of a stroke 
we make it a point 
to return to the 
centre line before 
executing the next 
one. On some Sat- 
urday mornings we 
play some other 
games just to break 
the montony. The 
workouts begin at 
7 a.m. every day. 
But that is not the 
end of the routine." 


"I am back home 

. by around 9 and in 
office by 1030. - 

Normally I „break | 

off from office around 4.30 pm and 
head straight for the club. It is only- 
in the evenings that I play badmin- 
ton. We play in all seriousness : no 
one is allowed to take the games 
lightly. You know, it is so hectic— 
the training and my job in the bank 
—that I make it a point to keep 
Sundays completely free for rest. I 
just don't stir out on Sundays" — — 


father, Mr. P. 

built a couple 
Prakash was born 
“reeks” ` Prakas 


л 
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by the second son of the household and told our top Qu 
The All-England trophy gets pride nit. ie concentrate S 
of place in the centre of the room. their respective sporti 
Across a rather amateurishly design- careers, assuring hoe 
act ү ane cole trophy runs the legend: that they would be taken can їп 
"Hail King Prakash”. 


.after their 
would it lead 


F someone came fo 


playing days are 


to an ‘improvement T 


вак zu n gen the po of the’ sportsmen 
ahaa”. is concerned ? 
Ahalya Padukone. The "Yes, it will lead to a more profes 
оор, the ров to sports if some 
i : ind of security can be provideg 
United States; Mahesh works for the the future of our ѕрог уа for 


State Bank of Mysore; sister Padmini 
is currently doing a course in cater- 
iug in Pune while the youngest of 
the lot, Harish, is a second year 
B. Com. student. Prakash himself 
graduated in Commerce from the 
MES College, hardly a stone's throw 
away from home. 4A couple of days 
after he won the All-England title at 
Wembley, his employers—The Union 
Bank of India—announced his second 
promotion in less 


thing to fall 


concentrate on 
ting disciplines 


And talking 


in the game of 


mean that I 
Asian 
This means 
national 


‘Moreover, 


does Prakash intend 
there any future for 


moment at least, there 
in my turning pro. 
cannot 
and Commonwealth games, 
my avenues 
competition are restricted. 

in badminton 


like I said, without the assurance that 
even after your ў ге 
over you will be provided with Some. 


playing days a 


back upon, Sportsmen 


and sportswomen cannot be asked to 


their respective Spor. 
and not look beyond.» 


of professionalism, 

turning pro? Js 
professionalism 
badminton ? “At the 
is little point 
If I do, it would 
take part in 


of inter- 


: Two photographs from - Prakash's х 
family album - 


beat him” At least that is the only 
way I can. If I try to beat him at 
his own style of play—the fast, hust- 


ling, powe —i i i 
the field with those inside the class aceon Like сеет a БОТА E 
room. Until Pre-University he main- occasions before my Wemb]l 
ned a first class grading and gra- triumph, Du 


"No, it is not as tho i 
ow uo is TEE үз ште remarkably more Work thane does 
ere academics clashed think we work more or less the same. 
| ов Not really шей ut he has Started that kind of work 
Badminton season did not exactly sany It "hoec Dormally start 
ash with my examinations. Ёхгерү y. was not so in my case, In 


there are a 
factors that go to build up the physi- 
university са and mental resistance of a player. 


into the night f ome. And that a 
exams. I returned to erie on, undergo strict training іп ur 
day before the start of the exams, ПЕ, rush back home for 4 bath 
completed them and reported back Shave and breakfast toch to the 

at sais OD GE way, I have m шс, work and then go back to the 
variably managed to have the court. Pm not complain; iti 
of both worlds." 2 HS mp aining, but it is 


quite different for Ki 
other champions, БЕ 
of their tim 


thus upset the i ) 
 champion's rhythm. Does he tions ork, the condi- 
_that — other ^ conditions rema and. a conducive to King 
more or less the  same—the tactic poo % Sportsmen in India 


will pay off when they meet again 
7 "Honestly," Prakash beamed, “I — vide. 


IS going 
Г pr 
k that is the only way one. gan. 


— ш 


to the game 


Starry 
he 


we have 
nothing like the tennis ' circuit for 
pros. The money involved in pro 
badminton is nothing compared with 
pro tennis or pro golf or pro boxing. 
There is an acute need for money to 
come into badminton in a big way 
like tennis or football or boxing. 
And I suppose one way to see that 
done is to get the Americans involv- 
ed in it.” 

“A step in the direction of holding 


prizecmoney badminton tournaments · 


was made last September. Three 
thousand pounds for the first prize 
is not a bad beginning. But like I 
said, it will take time before a 
circuit is developed and professionals 
can look forward to it as a source of 
Hivelitiood like many tennis players 
0. 

Does Prakash see badminton as a 
mass sport in this country? “It Js 
difficult to say, considering the costs 


{nvolved. Unless equipment is subsi- 
dised, it is difficult to imagine'a situa: _ 
develops а 


tion where badminton 
really broad base". True indeed. But 
In its own small way, Prakash winn- 
ing the All-England title is probably 
about the best thing that happened 
of badminton in this. 
Country in recent times. The fanfare. 


the pageantry, the publicity was aS - 
much 
Eame of badminton. 
tunes on 


for Prakash as it was for the 
Prakash's for- 


At another level, 
cause of the 


In the meanwhile, eve 


dust has 


n international badminton | 
courts will no doubt give a renewed 
fillip to the game. 
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| AL ACER 
А forwar | s 5/8 @ 8 Й 2 ee 
p Sports NEL ; 0 а ^ 
ntrate 0 
Sportin 
ng them 


саге of | í at the bottom of the table In the 
are Over | League belea uered first, second and third divisions was 
ement jin | шы Чы ча relegated at the end of the season to 


the second, third and fourth divi: 


Portsmen n 
fato of ! : sions respectively. However, towards 
re profes. The fate or Calcutta's annual football mela, the League, is {ш close of 1978. the ТРА hit upon a 
if some | uncertain, S. М. M. ABDI reports, new idea. At a special meeting of 
vided for the governing body it was decided 
еп. But | z that holders of tho first four posl. 
ance that & tions in the second, third and fourth 
days are = divisions would compete in the 
ith some 7 first, second , and third divi: 
portsmen 5. sions in the forthcoming League, 
asked to 8 Similarly, it was also agreed upou 
ive spor 5 that four teams at the un 
eyond,” $ of first, second and third divi: 
E. i sion tables would be relegated to 
ionalism, | the second, third and fourth division 
Dro? [s | for the next season, In January. 1978, 
lonalism | | the IFA sent а copy of tho altered 
"At the | íi regulations to the Registrar of the 
le point | i Societies and it was duly recorded: 
it would | Informing the registrar was neces 
Part in sary because the IFA is u registered 
games, society under the West Bengal 80. 
Jf inter- cietles Registration Act of 1861. 
stricted. | | The new "rule" dealt a severe 
ve have | | blow to a medium budget local team, 
cuit for | Bhratri Sangha, At the, end of the 
in pro | 1979 League it found itself amon 
ed with — | the last four teams in the first divi- 
boxing Dou sion. Relegation to the second divi- - 
oney to CSS sion stared it in the face. 80 
ig way Lo went to court, challenging the vall- 
boxing. | i ed ie Ж eee, vd Ebor. ООо 29 diy of the IFAS governing БОШ 
e E | Policemen in action during the East Bengal-Mohun Bagan finals Bhat Son gha declared at alcutta's 
| | City Civ our at on 

iolding | AY is drawing to а club's supporter us the two were fourths majorit: of the IFA's general 
aments | close but the Cal watching the match on television, body (composed of 177 memes "s 
Three | j|cutta Football League has The West Bengal Chief Minister, effect such an amendment. rr i 
t prize | V \A\failed to start. This had Мг Jyoti Basu saw it all. He was tained that the ТЕА? g dd 

; =] never happened before, there at the stadium to give away body (composed of 34 members 


like I | not even during the traumatic Naxa- the prizes, Before his eyes, officials not have the power to mako the 


оте а lite upsurge, Соте what ma h ion. The court upheld thi» 
Be, y, the of the two clubs quarrelled and fought alteration. e 
e | League would start by the second пп the sidelines while the players giving an ad-interim order of де 
avers | week of May. But not this year. settled scores among themselves in- tion restraining the IFA from 
| МҮЛУ, СШ Мс believe that the side the playing БШ ТШ oe forcing the amendment. 
| lon can be retrieved. But for. cue from their heroes, the specta- 
pasa | most, the prospects are gloomy. If tors in the stands went on a ram: Nein поа, p 
ТЕ ds j eventually the League is riot held, “it page. The Chief Minister was In the C Mit High Court, challeng- 
| Costs р will be sheer agony for me as I can- prompt in condemning the players dd th arden ae the lower! cadet oT ВК 
subsi- | _ Uot spend the long summer months and club officials for setting a bad d dinem once again ente]: EU 
situa — | without the staple diet of football! example before their supporters. t Server! Sangha, It sald, among 
lops a | Says Kamal Das, a 19-year-old for Later, both the clubs apologised oth r things: “Taking the prima facie 
1, But whom the maidan is. a place of publicly. Soon after, the Chief Mini- 9 th tte cannot help but ob- 
ИШ e enn ds ter announced that’ he would meet $4 ting that there is hardly and subs 
)bably di Of course there are others who representatives of the three big clubs pe round which would prompt 
pened ; Sagree with Das; they believe that ‘and officials of Calcutta Police to isin Abina САКЕ ne tke 
1 this, ~ A football tournament should not be discuss ways in which vandalism On regqrned Judge of the Court below." 
nfare, held in Calcutta until the menace the football ground could be preven- | 
as 45 Soccer violence is controlled. ‘The ted during the forthcoming League Тһе IFA's dynamic and affable 
g 


| 
| 
| 
last two days of the Federati | 
o „days of the Federation Cup and the IFA Shield matches. secretary, Мг. Ashok | Ghosh, 
T | ded in April-May) saw the ugliest а there are other problems be- naturally worried about the League's 
| urst of violence in the history of setling the League. Problems prospects. On May 21 he told me: 


intor Calcutt p 
ewed ‘ a football. Моге than 150 legal and an issue of face. As things “We have left it to the (IFA) presi- _ 
level, people үеге injured and Eden Gar- WE if the IFA decides to abide by dent to decide whether we should go - 
glory cane i e venue of the matches, in Ње verdict of two courts, the League to court again or not, If he decides 
гей, 50 000 (damages amounting ‘to Rs can start immediately. But if tho not to appeal in a higher court, the 
k up aan AY en irate spectators smashed IFA decides to press its point of view League may start at the end of 
w as Я The ne 2 Seats and collapsible gates. іп a higher court of law, the League June”. Mr Ghosh also pointed o 
kash heey €deration Cup finals, played may not be held this year at all. Ac- “To save time, we may divide the first 
he Ba cen East Bengal and Mohun cording to the IFA Handbook, every division teams into two groups whi 

Кай br E Saw a complete law and order year, the winners of the second, third will mean lesser number o tohi 
| the | ball f ND The fanaticism of foot- and fourth divisions were promoted Wo! ШАУЛЫ О mek 
al tie ollowers and fierce club loyal- to the first, second and third divi- staging five matches а 
ding 5 reached such a peak that the sions respectively for the next year’s daily. 
asire supporter of one club killed another League. Correspondingly, the team this p 
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HATRU claims to have 
taught his girlfriend . 
Reena Roy how to “talk”. 
True, she was really dumb 
when she launched her 
filmi career and her smarter 
sister Barkha had to: do 
alll the talking for -her. 
And now Shatru complains 
that she talks too much— 
talks back at him, of all 
people. Yogita Bali is 
another girl who has been 
trained in the art of talking 
—by Mithun Chakravarty. 
Befure she met Mithun, she 
would hardly talk. The 
reason? She was busy 
mooning either over Kiran 
Kumar or Kishore Kumar. 
Now its Mithun. What ever 
Mithun says, she repeats it. 
t he doesn't say, like 
are having an affair 
“he says, in place of 
him. That's talking. 
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OU should have seen 
Zeenat Aman com- 

pering the popular Awards 
Nite in Bombay recently. 
Her way-out, knock-out 
looks added plenty of 
glamour to the occasion. 
The award winners however 
seemed to be the most 
unlikely choice. Е 
For one thing Jaya Bhaduri 
Bachchan, did not really 
come up with a dazzling 
performance in Naukar. 
Many among the audience 
felt that Jaya's award was 
a “consolation prize”. 
And surely, there were 
better male performances 
than Amol Palekar's. It 
was more of a critics’ choice. 
Now coming back to the 
compere. She had her hair 
done up in Red Indian 
Style and her lively wit and 
entertaining ohatter were 


Reena Roy: 
Shatrws 
chatter box 


undation Trust, De 


'Арелүпсу uelueieniyg 
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Mati Lal Mondal 


the highlights of the show. 
Rekha sat through the 
event with a smirk on her 
face which read : “Wait 
till next year—that'll be 
the year of Rekha.” 


ENGALI cinema has beer 
introduced to a good 

combination; Amol and 
Smita from Bombay. A 
Press conference was held 
recently to announce the 
making of Ashwamadher 
Ghora, the Bengali produc 
tion in which the two are 
cast. Smita sat throughout 
the conference huncned in 
her seat like a curious 
youngster. She looked as if 
she was brought to a party 
of grown-ups. The star was 
gaping at everyone and 
everything with a wonder- 
Struck look. But she will 
come alright in the movie. 
Her off-screen crumpled 
looks are now quite familiar 
to the glitter-world sharks. 


я EVERYONE ‘knows that a 


male star feels 
enibarrassed if the word 
gets around that he needs a 
wig. But who could ima- 
gine that a female star 
would feel equally embar- 
rassed and try her utmost 
to hide the fact that she 
needs spectacles? Can you 
beat it ? For specs are 
quite in, especially those 
with the new in-frames, 
But our little girl Moushumi 
avoids glasses like the 
plague. She even doesn’t 
mind getting a squint, 
Maybe she believes that men 
don't make passes at girls 
who wear glasses. And that 
is why she has this squint 
and makes most of the 
passes herself,. especially 
at heroes like Vinod Mehra. 


"Shivaranjan Gulvady 


State Museum, Hazratganj. Lucknow . 


NEN is no more the 
biggest contender for 
the title of filmdom's biggest 
kanjoos. Now it's his pal 
Jeelendra who is in the 
running. jeetu wrested. the 
title from the senior, con- 
firmed kanjoos Rajendra. 
Kumar. One wonders what 
Reema Kapoor, brought up 
on the extravagance of 
the Kapoors, would have 
done as the daughter-in-law 
of Rajendra Kumar ? 


[HE producer who can 

‚ heave a sigh of relief is 
Raj Grover. He has 
finished shooting Parveen 
Babis bit for his new film 
Taaqat. Now it doosn't 
matter really if she decides 
to chuck films for good. 
There was no doubt that she: 
would complete a big- 
budget ilm like Shuan. 

But a new producer like 
Raj Grover would have been 
badly hit if she had jilted 
is film. a 
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MALAYALAM director 
A who has more than 50 
films to his credit will soon 
need a psychiatrist. He is 
convinced that his wile 
has become a victim to the 
evil spirits generated by 
Balu Mahendra. W's авв 
ting to listen to such 
storiés, but they're being 
floated every day since 
Shoba's tragic death. 
Ironically; Balu Mahendra . 
was the man who photogra 
phed his biggest hit. 


MHE moment Pratap | 
Pothen was paired with 

Sri Vidya in two. successive 
films, the pulp Press In 
Kerala started spawning 
gossips. "Since ту Thakara 
turned out to be a record 
smasher, all kinds of nasty 
stories about me have been 
created. But linking my 
name with Sri Vidya was 
the limit. She's married to a 
very successful producer, 
and touch-wood, it’s such an 
ideal relationship. Just as 1 
was thinking how nice it's 
to work with a seasoned 
antiste like Sri Vidya the 
gossip mills have started 
grinding..." complained 
Pratap. 


NE cannot help admir- 

ing Jayalalitha's candour. 
When a Bombay-based 
journalist thought she was 
married to "some Jayaram" 
ibecause she calls herself 
Jayalalitha Jayaram, the 
star not only corrected him 
(Jayaram happens to be her 
father’s name) but also 
added that she has been 
going steady with the 
Telugu actor Shoban Babu 
for the last seven years. “I 
cannot marry him as he’s 
already married,” said the 
actress who's struggling to 
stage a come-back. Asked it 
Shoban Babu could be a help 
to her, Jayalalitha replicd, 
“Га rather try on my own.” 
Whether she succeeds in 
doing it or not, one must 


essay this much of her: that 


she's one actress who 
doesn't go around cribbing, 


“and despite the emotional 


and professional upheavals in 
ker young life she carried 
herself with poise and 
dignity. : 


GARS in Madras seem 

to have more chamchas 
and side-kicks than the 
ones in Bombay. Some of 
the enterprising ones help 
the upcoming stars to 
organise fan-clubs (called 
Manrams). They go around 
decorating cinema halls, 
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screening new movies of 
their matinee-idols and 
keeping a tab of his/her 
box-oflice records. Chinna 
Annamalai, once a strug- 
gling chamcha, made his 
fortune when he organised 
hundreds of Sivaji Ganesan 
Manrams throughout 
Tamil Nadu. As a token 
of appreciation Sivaji help- 
ed him turn producer. 
Some of his earlier 
ventures including General 
Chakravarlhy were hits 
but his most ambitious ' 
film Dharmaraja turned 
out to be the thud of the 
season. Annamalai must 


be thinking that he should 
have been independent 
long back. 


E failure of Dharmaraja 

is worrying K. R. 
Vijaya. Most of her hit 
films starred Sivaji and it's 
a long flong time since she 
carried a film on her own. 
shoulders. 


WELL-known 

psychiatrist in the city 
may soon go bonkers. 
He often gets frantic calls 
from fans who want to 
speak to Dr Rajkumar. 
"еге is one particularly 
lonely lady who keeps 
telephoning him at odd 
hours. The psychiatrist 
has been telling his callers 
that he is not the Kannada 
hero, Rajkumar (who 


Jayamalini; Dancing oomph girl 
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resides mostly in Madras). 
and has an honorary 
doctorate. Our suggestion 
to the harassed psychiatrist 
is to add his family or 
caste name to the inser- 
tion in the telephone 
directory. 

Sometime ago when the 
psychiatrist had gone to 
England, his wife was 
harassed by the lonely 
lady who refused to believe 
that her matinec-idol . 
‘was in the UK. "TI just 
want to hear him sing 
once over the phone. 1 
saw him coming out of a 
studio 4his evening. How 
could he have gone to 
London?" she insisted. 


E first film directed 


xus by Lakshi Maztüalai 


Pattalam is fairly 
ing but since it was 
supervised by her ‘guru’ 
director K. Balachander, the 
credit for its success has 
gone to him. 


HARATIRAJA and his 
cameraman for five . 
films, Nivas, seem to have 
parted company for good 
after producing Kallukkul 
Eeram. This film was 
directed by Nivas in which 
Bharatiraja played the 
hero. Will Bharatiraja act 
. again? Right from his ` 
first venture he has beer 
acting in his own films in 
the Hitchcock tradition. 
But if he threatens to do 
a full length role again, 
distributors may refuse 
to touch the film 


Pe surprise hit of the 
season is Oru Talai 
Ragam, a film packed with 
new talents. The film 
has Toopa playing the i 
heroine opposite Shankar. \ 
[ 


interest- || 


A college campus serves as 
'the background for the ; 
film. This film is expected 5 
to thrill viewers of all * 
Shades. 


ANDITA BOSE, the 

Bengali actress’ who 
was threatening to make 
it big in Malayalam films is 
Sitting idle these days. — 
What went wrong? The _ 
grapevine tells me that she. 
was in the habit of putting 
оп Silly airs. Malayalam _ 
producers believe that since 
they can have more 
popular artistes like Zarina 
Wahab, why bother about _ 
Nandita? à 
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san sald that there was 
nothing to 
and that he was waiting 
for a more detailed diag- 
nosis. Egypt was going to 


sign а contract with 
Sweco, а Swedish engi 
neering firm for a tho- 


rough examination. 


This Monroe was no Ma. 
rilyn, however hard she 
might try to show herself 
off as one, In fact, this 
skirt -blowing, 
girl is Constance Forslund, 
who is starving as the one 
and only Marilyn Mon- 
roe, She showed a lot of 


NBC-TV presenta- 
based on Garson 
Kamin’s Moviola, the 
bestseller which deals 
with the life of Marilyn 
Monroe. Ms Forslund re. 
created the famous skirt- 
blowing episode, origi- 
nally taken from the 
movie, Seven Year Itch, 


three 
tions 


In the film Marilyn Mon- 


roe’s skirt had blown 


thanks to a mischievous: 


wind, but Ms Forslund 
adopted a different tech- 
nique to achieve the 
same result: she stood 


leg-baring: 


THE WORLD 


Thar' she blows! 


PAP EHE 


Metro airshaft. And as 
the skirt blew, photo. 
&raphers lost no time. 


Inscrutable 
ailment 


That old historical tor- 
mentor of travellers—the 
р Ы — 15 in torment, 
early 5,000 years of 
harsh weather has made 
the Sphinx lose its beauti- 
ful neck, paws and sides, 
They are all crumbling 
and adding to the sands of 
the pyramids, 
The hullabaloo was 


—despite official . state- 
ments—is not  reassur- 
ing". This raised a hue 


and cry in the. Parliament. 
According to the news- 
[ papar the causes for the 

phinx's flaking and crum. 
bling , skin were sand- 
storme, wind, rain, rising 
underground water and 
pollution from cars, When 
the issue went to the Par. 
liament, the Minister of 
Cuiture Mr Mansour Ha- 


worry about 


y 


Japanese citizens simply 
go not TRUM the same 
ay as other people do, 
And it needed a Japanese 
tell us that, The 
Japanese Brain isa book 
written by Dr Tadanobu 
Tsunoda of the Tokyo 
Medical and Dental Re- 
Search Institute and ac- 
cording to him his coun- 
trymen’s grey cells func- 
Поп unlike those of 
others, He has 20 years 
Of research to back him 
up. -Sound and language 
2 Interpretations function 


' group has come 


on the West 50th Street 


See no cleavage 
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C(anary) major 


Gone are the days when 
birds were used to send 
wartime letters and тез" 
pages from опе place tı 
another, Birds are now 
used for peaceful purpo- 
ges and being trained in 
the arts, Indeed, in the 
Ukraine, a к singing 

nto exis» 
tence and ornithologists 
are breeding and training 


come 


This time it is the RAF 
Buccuncer nuclear bom- 
bers that do not seem to 
fly. During a recent exer- 
cise with the United Sta- 
tes Air Force, one of the 
British bombers crashed 
in the Nevada desert 
with a broken wing cau- 
Sed by. fatigue cracks 
while trying to evade 
some American fighters in 


Grey-t 


differently in Western and 
Japanese. brains, The 
learned doctor Says that 
the Japanese can hear 
rippling watér or the 
sound of a cricket more 
clearly than anyone else 
since Japanese brains in: 
tegrate all the functions 
of mechanical and musi- 
cal sounds. That is why, 
according to Dr Tsunoda, 
the Japanese have a prio- 
rity for sentiment and 
culture while Westerners 
Stress more on logic and 
ethics, 
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canaries that can sing the 
bass for the group, This 
singing group has mot, 
confined its chirping to 
light music but is trying 
its beaks at classical ту. 
sic too, for the repertoire 
includes the Moonlight 
Sonala and some Russian 
folk songs. One wonders 
who the conductor js go. 
ing to be, 


НЬ AEVUM ATE SE t 


Royal air farce 


a simulated low level air 
fight. The poor perfor. 
mance by the Bucetneers 
have led RAF officials to 
consider scrapping the en- 
tire force. This no doubt 
will deal a biow to Europe 
and the Nori — Atlantic 
that would be left with. 


Out the services of the 
highly ¢rained squadrons 
til] 1982, 

There she wes! Демі 


. ching Ms Zsa Zsa Gabor 


in a very provocative 
dress with an even more 
Plunging neckline, She 
arrived hand in hand with 
Tony Randall and together 
they made an odd couple 
for the roundup benefit of 
the Myasthenia Gravis Fo- 
undation at Madison Squa- 
re Garden in New York 
City on May 9. It was only 
natural for the photogra- 
phers to start clicking 
their cameras, Poor Tony 
Randall Seeing all the 
attention the lady was ge- 
tting he whipped off his 
huge Stetson and did the 
only thing he could think 


$e уе ш mec 


No queer ere 


Times are bad for the 
gay community. Homo- 
sexuals can be dismissed 
from jobs if they are dis 
covered to be gays, an 
employment’ appeals tri 
bunal has recently deci- 
did in Britain. Naturally, 
the gay community fears 
that they will face alot 
more persecution in later 
years. The tribunal had 
upheld the dismissal of a 
43-year-old’ handyman 
since he was supposed t? 
have “indulged in homo 
Sexuality." 
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667 ROM a political -and economic 
А point of view women in China 
enjoy equal positions with men. The 
Constitution, Party and State shows 
great concern for the well being for 
the women." 

“Abortion is legal Anyone сап 
have any abortion like anyone can 
have a bad tooth pulled out." z 


Im 


yen mostly ignored 


By S. URMILA MAJUMDAR 


Ihese are two of the few statemen- 
ts that Mrs Hasna Jasimuddin Moud- 


ud makes about Chinese women in 
her book. Mrs Moudud first lets us 
know of her desire to study “especi- 
ally the women" ia China; then we 
discover that she devotes no more 
that 10 of the 89 pages in her book 
to the topic. 


PEANUTS 


'- featurin 
ay featuring 


Goed ol 


Charlie Brem" 


фа catu 


MY REPORT? 
YES, МААМ, 
M4 REPORT 
IS READY... 


KITE? WHAT 
KITE? OH, 
THIS KITE... 

\ YES, MA'AM.. 


WELL, | VE BEEN 
SORT OF TANGLED 
UP INIT FOR ABOUT 

THREE DAYS NOW AND 
I CAN'T SEEM TO GET 
(T LOOSE SO-I'VE 
JUST BEEN KIND OF 
LEARNING TO LIVE 
-WITH IT, AND.. 


Even in the first chapter one begins 
to have doubts about the central 
theme of the book. There is a section 
titled ‘Federation of Chinese Women’ 


which takes up six pages, the longest  - 


passage in the entire book dealing 
with women in China. But all other 
references made by the author on the 
topic are confined to scattered state- 
ments, Indeed, so scanty is her treat- 
ment of women and, comparatively, 
so exhaustive her treatment of many 
other things that the book could well 
have been called anything from 
‘Nature in China’, to ‘China, the 
Land of Teal. 


The book is simply a Bangladeshi 
Minister’s wife’s ciary , and not a 
particularly brilliant diary at that. 
Even the descriptions lack the insight 
one associates with class writing. 


This is more a teenager’s diary. 


However, as a travelogue, the buok 
might have some value, for the author 
provides details on scenic spots, 
folklore, the arts and cuisine of China, 
and succeeds gn informing us, albeit 
en passant, that the post liberation 
period has provided women with bett- 
er opportunities in all spheres of асі: 
vity. Н 
(Women in China by Hasna Jasimuddin 
Moudud, Vikas, Rs 45)" 


T WONDER 
WHY TEACHERS 
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chess 


K. A. Mikaze (Black) to move 


Harry Kirl (White) 


THE Japanese grandmaster K, A. Mikaze 
can get himself mated from. almost any 
position with remarkable spend. Take tha 

osition he reached as Black against Harry 
Riri in the Yokohama League last month, 
Harry, who loves to sacrifice his pleces, had 
already sacrificed most of them by the time 
they reached the position in the diagram. He 
would have resigned long ago, but he knew 
of Mikaze's reputation. 

While Mikaze (Black) was thinking about 
his move, Harry spotted that if it were his (ie 
White's) turn he'could try 1. R—K4 where- 
upon Mikaze might find 1... R—N2 allowing 

Я 2. R—KR4 double check and mate. He then 
| Noticed that the fact that ít was Black's 
| move in the position made it much more 
difficult for Mikaze to walk into a mate in 
two. But Harry was underestimating his 
opponent's resourcefulness. $ 
Mikaze moved. Harry hadn't expected this 
one and thought for a long time over his 
reply, which made his opponent very impa- 
lient, so much so that when Harry eventually 
did make his move, Mikaze banged down 
his reply without thinking. Harry glanced at 
the board and coolly delivered mate in one! 
How did the game end? 


MICHAEL STEAN 
ы 


bridge - 


THE Jtalians showed more enterprise t 
their Ж opponents оп this deal 1580 
ће qualifying round of the world champion- 


Ship last year. With better inspiration în the Û i 


play, they might have gained points instead 
of losing them. 


v 
¢ J84 
4 AJ10632 
4765 N 92 ME 
8754 E 
2632 "с ¢ K7 
K5 &Q84 


When Lauria, for Italy, opened One 
Spade, Soloway overcalled with Four Hearts 
and played there. This was the bidding at 
the other table: 


SOUTH WEST NORTH EAST 
Franco Kantar De Falco SL dL] 
= = о 
dble No 9e. No 
aa No ONT No 
4€ No 56 No 
6e No No No 


West led a spade, South ruffed, drew 
trumps, and led a low club, on which Kantar 
smartly played the King, De Falco won with 
the Ace and used his only entry to lead the 
Jack of diamonds. Eventually ha had to lose 
the fourth round of diamonds to West's 9 

It would have been slightly better play for 
declarer to duck the first round of clubs 
The best exit for West is a second club to 
dummy's Ace. South knows the heart dis- 
tribution and сап read East for Ф Q x x. If he 
can judge that East holds six spades, then 
he must be 6-2-2-3 and the right card from, 

dummy is 8 low diamond, not tho Jack. 


Winning Card Play, by Hugh Kolsoy {бо 
lancz Master Bridge Sarios, £5.95), is 
thoroughly workmanlike. as ane would 
expect. Casting no aspersions, for great 
minds think alike, it did strike me that the 
format and contents bore а cousinly rela- 
tionship to Dormer's and my ‘Play of the 
Cards’. Improve Your О, ening Leade, by 
Hugh Kelsey and John Matheson «Gollanz, 
£3.50), contains none of the usual sterile 
injunctions but a series of instructive prob- 
lems, with the full deal slown in the answer. 
p Sequel way, One of the best of recent 
ooks. P 


TERENCE REESE 


——————————— 


stamps 


It is almost a Century since Captain Cook 
first appeared on a postage stamp. A series 
issued in New South Wales in 1 to mark 
the centenary of the colony included a 4d 


stamp showing hi rt Si hone 
СС-0. In Public Domain. Up Stato USSU, Hazrat АВ \Мпом 


FS abe 


z of stamps hava been issued in hj 
dreds & "EM ү tham in tho Pacific islanda 
which he visited during his three voyages of 
exploration. The Discovery, one of tha two 
ships in which he made his last expedition, 
із featured on a recent stamp from gy 
Helena 


C. W, HILL 

quiz 

QUESTIONS 

1. When did ihe CIA officially come 
Into being ? 


2, What is eurhythmics ? 

3, Which Is the first English anti 
novel ? У 

4. What ia the currency of Guam ? 
5. What is a keratometer used for ? 
6. What is a frame-story ? 

7, What is a Sijo? 

8, ‘Who was the first swimmer to 
win three individua! titles In the 
Olympic Gamas ? 

9, Which is Federico Fellini's first 
movie ? 

10. What Is the ‘Autumn Sonata’? 
11, Why із chamber music so 
called? . 

12, Who 15 the pioneer of the 
Expressionist movement in music ? 
13, What are the names of the 
satellites of Neptune ? 

14. What is Tossing the Caber ? 
15. What is trampolining ? 


—— 
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ог more. All Classics,” : 


> Interviews—10 


[love your V.I.P’ Asa true Greek Orthodox, 


099 


| for everything with the Classic line 


i 


TX 


Perm 


It was a beautiful beginning. I feel a little homesick,” important. So we build our 
Thatspontaneouscompliment to she confessed. “So I choose VIP. s really tough.” 
Classic, our prestige moulded the ‘V.I.P.’ blue of the That’s how they survive 
luggage range, was all we could Mediterranean sky,the greenof all my Epic Voyages’ she 


have hoped for. the olive groves and the gold exclaimed with an admiring 
„But that was Delphina of the Grecian sunshine..?’ ° smile. “Му next Odyssey is 
Mixopoulous.* A mixture of * We've built one of the to Africa...and I've got m 
old-world Oracle and jet- ` largest luggage factories in Ур suitcases packed an 
setting beauty. the world’’ we said modestly. ^ ready for it. as 
“Your ‘V.I.P.’ will go “That’s splendid” she +, “We're sure you'll like our 
places” she said, іп the same enthused. “We Greeks love Carry-ons"" we said. 5) ; 
occult tone. monuments to everything. **Well** she joked, “there . 
It already has” we said ` ` Even success.” MES 3 
confidently. SEA Yr p.» goes to * Of course’’ we said, “in ve S 78 
48 countries around the world!" today’s world, practicality is У 4 
I'm sure I've taken it to guns 


49— at the very least!” quipped 
the shipping heiress Who feed 
it difficult to stay away from 
water. Even on land. 

The most beautiful thing 
about *V.T.P.*.is its clean line. 
Classic—that's a good name 
for it.” 1 

“We also have another range $ 
—Travelite" we informed her. 7 
T Some people can travel ; 
light”, she shrugged; “Me, » 
I take along a dozen suitcases ! 


“Of course, I always tak 
a bit of Greece with ns ; 
wherever I go— just 1699. In Pu 


з 


p 


Plast Limited, 
. Р.О. Box No. 9145, Bombay 400025. 


are some who say Greeks love 
to carry on. Regardless! That, 
of course, is another of those 
Greek Myths." , — 

**We hope you will return to 
India soon” we said. __ 

“Nai! Nai!’ she replied. 
*T:most certainly will! I’ve got 


* to visit so many good friends. 


Like уоп.” é 
Seeing our confusion she - 
explained that ‘nai’ was ‘yes’ in 
Greek. Now, you know how the 
expression talking Greek arose! 
We said a regretful goodbye, 
observing that nobody could 
now talk about the Greek 
influence in India and think 
only of Alexander the Great! 
* To protect the privacy of our 
‘V.I.P? customers, ii has 
necessary to conceal their 
actual identities. 
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Most mothers are concerned about à 
their children getting enough nourishment. 
But not Suchitra 
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“Horlicks is a prime 

source of nourishment. 

It is a unique blend of 

nourishing foods and 
has given consistent 
goodness through the 
‘years. That's why | 
recommend Horlicks 

- to build up your 
family's health and x 
keep them active day. 
after day." 


' -2809-XH | 


Beginning June 1 л 


This week the Sun alone is in Taurus. Mercury and Venus are in Gemini. Jupiter, Saturn, Rahu and Mars are conjoined 


in Leo. Neptune and Uranus are in Scorpio. Kethu alone is in Aquarius. The Moon will be moving through Capricorn, 
Aquarius and Pisces from Sagittarius. 


for all kinds of changes. 


(s ARIES (March 21 — 
z April 20) This week 
Ge your affairs make good 


progress despite some 
: anxiety and annoyance. 
Your health may need an extra 
care. Much will depend on how 
you make the decisions. Your 
family life may’ create problems 
which may in turn affect the finan- 
cial front. Check all extravagant 
tendencies. Wait for important 
letters before taking a decision. You 
will make new friends. Good dates: 
3, 5 and 9. Lucky numbers: 2 and 
3. Favaurable direction: South. 


TAURUS (April 21 — 
May 22) In the early 
part of this week you 
will gain on the finan- 

Ба сіа! front. Favours 
from high authority are likely. Elder- 
iy relatives will prove helpful, but 
money-matters need careful handl- 
ing. Guard yourself against extra- 
vagance and imposition. Eschew 


speculation and avoid changes. 
A friend from the opposite sex may 
betray you. Good dates: 1, 2, 3 and 
4. Lucky numbers: 1, 10 and 5. 
Favourable directions : West апа 
South. 


GEMINI (May 23 — 
Juno. 21) This is an 
important, eventful week 


© for you. Property- 
х dealings and specula: 
поп are  well-signified. A good 


lime for romance and marriage. Go 
Women 
folk may prove helpful but they 
may hinder progress. You may get 
entangled in needless quarrels. 
But gains on the financial front are 
predicted. A secret matter will pro- 
gress. Good dates: 2, 3, 5 and 6. 
Lucky numbers: 3, 9 and 6. 
cae directions: South end 


CANCER (June 22 — 
S July 22) Exercise tact 
> A and patience in all your 
à. business transactions. 


Seek and act upon 
the advice of the elders. Guard 


against disputes. Avoid change. 


Safeguard your health and that of. 
Do not throw discre- 


your family. 


tion to the winds. Be cautious in 
donee and correspondence. A sud- 
е Sickness may upset your plans. 
Tako your temper under control. 
dates Care of your valuables. Good 
1 : 2, 4 and 7 Lucky numbers: 
and8 Favourable direction: North. 


LEO (July 23.— August 
22) New friendships 
and pleasant relation- 
ships are likely. Your 
own health and that of 
your family will improve. This week 
is favourable for marriage and 
dealings with elders. Make hay 
while the sun shines. You will gain 
on the financial front in unexpected 


ways. A good time for travel. 


Letters from distant places will 
gring good news. A friend may 
betray you. Good dates: 1, 4 and 6. 
Lucky numbers : 4, 6 and 8. Favour- 
able direcitions : East and North- 


VIRGO (August 23 
— September 22) 
Moderate success in 
money-matters is pre- 
dicted. But do not be 
careless in business interviews and 
correspondence. New friends enter 
your life and contribute much to 
your happiness. Children and 
womenfolk may cause some an- 
xiety. Guard against over optimism. 
If you are careful, luck will surely 
smile on you. Good dates : 2, 4, 5 
and 7. Lucky numbers: 5, 3, 7 and 
9. Favourable directions: North- 
west and South. 


9 .LIBRA (September 23 
WL 2) — October 22) Success 
\ on certain fronts [э 
. predicted. You will 
: galin  financlally, often 
unexpectedly. But guard against 


. deception from women folk. Do not 


enter into arguments with col- 
leagues. Postpone courtship and 
marriage. . Concentrate more on 
business affairs. Adopt novel 
methods for success in business. 
Walt for Important letters. Good 
dates : 1, 2, 5 and 6. Lucky. num-: 
bers: 1, 2 and 3. Favourabie direc- 
Шоп: West. : 


SCORPIO (October 23 
— November 21) This 
week may be some-. 
what disappointing. 
Problems on the finan- 
clal front and complexities in busi- 
ness are likely. But new frlend-. 


ships will contribute to your happi- : 


ness. You need patience and -self- | 
confidence to get through the difti- 
culties. Seek and act upon the 
advice of friends and elders. Your 
own Intuition should also prove very 
helpful. Good dates: 4, 5 апа 6. · 
Lucky numbers: 4, 8 and 7. Favour. 
able direction: South. 
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SAGITTARIUS .(Nov- 
ember 22 — Decem- 


ber 22) You will ex- 
perience a strange 
mixture of good and lll 
fortunes. Meet unexpected loss and 
anxiety with courage. Postpone 
courtship, marriage and other chan- 
ges. Do not be careless In your 
business affairs. Eschew doubtful 
friendships and concentrate on your 
profession. A new friend of the op- 
posite sex will contribute to your 
happiness. Good datea: 3, 5, 6. 
and 7. Lucky-numbers: 1, 5 and 
10. Favourable directions: Wes 
and North. - 


uary 4 
T vou wili have an ava 
N j appy an success 
(OS. 6 week. You will pros- 
per In business. Good fortune on 
all fronts is predicted although 
you may be faced with disagree. 
ments. Curb impetuosity and 
check irritations. Push your affairs 
to the utmost. An old friend will 
come to your rescue. Check all 
extravagant tendencies. Do пої 
gamble for high stakes. Good dates: 
З, 4, 5 and 6. Lucky numbers: 3, 4 . 
and 8. Favourable direction: East. 


this week. This week 
is favourable for love, marriage. and 
other auspicious events. You may 
have to go on a pleasant journey. 
You. will go through beneficial 
changes. Success of your child- 
ren is predicted. Intellectual and 
artistic activities will keep-you en- 
gaged. New friendships are also : 
likely. Good dates: 1, 2, 3 and 6. 
Lucky numbers: 2, 4 and 9. Favour- 
able direction: North. 


PISCES (February 23 


good fortune and hap- 
. plness are predicted. 
You will benefit through 


elderly. women and business col- . 


Good кыч 


1,3, 5 and 6. . Lucky numbers: 
4 and 8, Favourable direction 
М. В. RAMAN — — 


will be your portion ~~ 


— March 20) Success, - 
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F Bold 'and pastel colours. In genuine 


polyester blends, Soft sheer Ask for our New Apsara, Loyal Skipper ' 


* fabrics and Snow Peak in 80 iki я 
WES Tua даа dress materials. in 50/50 and Triple oe. eee 
me in our special sum- Binny gives you only genuine polyester, 
blends. Besides, we also offer you a 
variety of designs. 
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‘A: The ladies compartment 
of LCUTT Howrah Local was the 
venue of a unique farewell meeting on 
Friday (May 16) morning. The recipient 
was Mrs Hemlata Devi, a school teacher 
who had been travelling in that train 
daily for the past 42 years. The parti- 
cipants were her fellow commuters, 
women going to work in Calcutta. 
Friday was her day of retirement when 
she boarded the train for the last time. 
The meeting was perfect in every 
detail, supervised by Mrs Sovana Ghosh, 
a senior member of the commuting 
fraternity. Another senior member 
was elected president of the meeting. 
There was an opening song and 
speeches recalling Mrs Hemlata Devi's 
long association with the early morn- 
ing journey every day. She was given 
presents and a scroll Then with the 
closing song the function was over—a 
function that not many perhaps knew 
about, but those who did would re- 
member for ever—The Statesman (D. 
N. Chopra, Ranchi) 


COCHIN: An institute awarding fake 


. diploma certificates in medical labora- 


tory technology has been unearthed, 
city police claim. The institute has for 
the past three years been selling 
diploma certificates, purported to have 
been issued by leading doctors along 
with character certificates and record 
books to "trainees" to meet the grow- 
ing demand for medical laboratory 


technicians in Gulf countries, police’ 


said. The existence of the Institute 
at nearby Kaloor came to light when 
a "trainee" who had. paid his fee for 
a three-month course in the morning 
and got his “certificate” in the evening 
reported the matter to the police. Acc- 
ording to police the institute has been 
charging Rs 1,000 for a first class 
diploma certificate, Rs 700 for a second 
class and Rs 500 for a third class. 
Police took into custody the 'principal 
and another person ^ besides seizing 
some records and seals used by the 
Madras — The Hindu (G. Sriram, 
SALEM: It is 
god of love, 
who has lived 


never too late for Cupid, 
to make even a person 
whe the full three score and 
years; fall in love. This has been 
prove by the well attended marriage 
S тосо Nagappan with 63-year- 
о olundai at Andikarai near Mettur 
ast week. Nagappan, a washerman, 
had remained a bachelor, but Kolundai 


z[/llustraton/Ahi Bhusan Malik 


prize rs. 30 for the entry given first 


was married four decades ago but was 
deserted by her husband. Нег only 
daughter is the mother of three. The 
two had met at a dhobi khana and it 
was love at ‘first night—The Hindu 
(Chandra Manoharan, Ootacamund) 


GWALIOR: An American girl sat on 
fast outside the Gwalior Central Jail 
in sympathy with the nine dacoits who 
have been on indefinite fast here since 
May 1 demanding their release. Miss 
Sari Bond who is impressed by the 
Gandhian philosophy, sat with two 
workers of the Gandhi Seva Ashram— 
Deccan Chronicle (Dr S. Suresh Babu, 
Nizamabad) 

NEW DELHI: A suit pending for the 
last 28 years is to come up in a court 
here later this month for hearing of 
final arguments. The suit was filed on 
Dec. 11, 1952 under the Displaced Per- 
sons Áct by the late Rai Sahib Prithvi 
Raj, a contractor, claiming about Rs 2 
lakh from Jamia Millia Islamia Univer- 
sity and its Vice-Chancellor for hav- 
ing constructed a teachers’ training 
hostel on his (and. The issues in the 
case were framed in 1956. The recor- 
ding of evidence running into 2,300 
pages, was concluded on March 30, 
1971. About 15 judicial officers have 
deak with the case so far. An equal 
number of pleaders haye been repla- 
ced by both the parties. A sub-judge 
who initially beard the cáse, is now a 
judge of the Delhi High Court, while 
another sub-judge who had heard it 
has since retired after serving as High 
Court judge — The Hindustan Times 
(B. B. L. Sharma, New Delhi) à 


KARNAL: The Block Development 
office at Radaur, 50 km from here, is 
the scene of a drama which has be- 
come a source of amusement in the 
area. According to authentic sources, 
Mr Jawahar Lal, Block Development 
Officer, was transferred from Radaur 
and his successor, Mr Vijay Sharma, 
took over on May 5. But Mr Jawahar 
Lal got his transfer order stayed. Now 
both have placed their chairs facing 
each other in the office. .Both are 
signing the files and giving orders. 
One of them has taken charge of the 
cash and the other has charge of the 
office record. The office staff are in a 
fix as to whom they should obey. The 
people of the area do not know who 
they should approach for their prob- 
lems. Both claim to be the real Block 
Development Officer —-The Tribune 
(R. N. Sulthan, Chandigarh) 


ROORKIE: A quarrel over 50 paise 
cost a young woman her nose. The 
police said a woman demanded 50 
paise from her husband here last 
evening. The man refused. There was 
'an exchange of hot words and in a fit 
of rage the man chopped off her 
nose. The chopped-off nose was later 
handed over to the police—Times of 
India (S. R. Swamy, Tuticorin) 
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without comment 


WHAT the Assame:: want 40 do 
to the non-Assamese js, in `ѕѕепсе, 
what Idi Amin did to the Indians 
in Uganda—Rahul Singh in Busi- 
ness India 


SOME anti-nationals were active 
in Assam, fomenting trouble and 
trying to disintegrate the coun- 
try’s solidarity—Mrs Indira Gandhi 


IT was Mrs Gandhi who had a se- 
cret pact with the former  Pakis- 
tani Prime Minister, the late Mr 
Bhutto, during- the Simla confe- 
rence—A. B. Vajpayee, ex-Foreign 
Minister 


INDIA had in no way compromi- 
sed its foreign policy as a result 
of these two meetings (with the 
then Foreign Ministers of Israel 
and South Africa)—Morarji Desai 


| 
THIS (Mr Sanjay Gandhi's inter-, 
ference in the administration) 
should be stopped in the interests 
of democracy and fair administra- 
tion—Jyoti Basu, Chief Minister of 
West Bengal 


NOBODY can bring up anyone 
unless you sustain yourself. Poli- 
tics is not business management— 
C. M. Stephen on Sanjay Gandhi's 
tise to power 


IAM feeling very comfortable 
that I have nothing to do this su- 
mmer—H. N. Bahuguna after quit- 
ting the Congress (Г) ` 


IT is not whether we win that 
matters, but the Jana Sangh 
should be taught a (lesson—A Ja- 
nata leader in Madhya Pradesh 
quoted in The Statesman 


MANY of us in India tend to take 
Bangladesh for granted. Either we 
expect too much from Bangladesh 
or we give it up altogether—M. 
Dubey, the Indian High Commis- 
“sioner in Bangladesh 


JUST like the Americans and the 

Chinese ‚the Soviets would not 

want a hostile government being 

established along their frontiers. 

They may feel encircled by the 

USA and China and want to de- 

fend themselves—Eric Gonsalves, 
Secretary in the Indian External 
Affairs Ministry 

I AM more concerned right now 
that they (journalists) should go 
on writing, because whether they 
write for or against, they bring 
more and more people to me. And 
once a person comes here, it is 
very difficult to escape—Acharya 
Rajneesh quoted in Current 


1 THINK I was born with a talent 
for humour. It isn’t something 1 
have learnt—Woody Allen quoted 


in Debonair 
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HUEVOS Y 
BACON / 


=) 


THE FIRST GUESTS ARE ARRIVING AT 
THE LITTLE GAULISH VILLAGE... 


I'VE 
BROUGHT YOU 
A HELVETIAN 


ANTICLIMAX / 
MYKINGDOMF OR ANOS / 
O'VEROPTIMISTIX ^ 
McANIX! DIP= 
SOMANIAX / 


INSTANTMIX / 
YOU'VE COME 
ALL THE WAY 
FROM ROME / 


OLD BOY, THIS IS 
SIMPLY MARVELLOUS, 
WHAT 2 GOOD TO SEE 
You, COUSIN 
ASTERIX / 


т JUST HAD < 
TO HEAR THE 


SOLIND OF YOUR 


4 FEARS 


с жу, te t SOR RED 


JELLIBABIX FROM 
GDUNUM /DRINIKLIK AFIX 
FROM MASSILIA! 
SENIORSERVIX FROM 
GESOCRIBATUM / 


WINESANSPIRIX 
THE ARVERNIAN / 


YES, IT'S 
MADE OF OUR OWN 
X LUGDUNUM 


REMEM 


CAESAR OUT OF 
THE CHIEF TAIN'S 
SHIELD ? 


ДУ 1м ENJOYING 
BEING LIONISED 
LIKE THIS 


| HOMBRE / 


г YOU DON'T SAY / 
|| USE OLIVE S 


FANCY THAT/ | USE 
OIL FOR ALL MY } BOILING WATER. IT 
GIVES EVERYTHING 


А), COOKING / 
eS ^ LOVELY FLAVOUR, 4 
=r DON'T YOU KNOW ў 
9 s 


IN CHEESE IN 

- М THAT GENEVA 
РЕВА BANK VAULT 2 
LU 1 


b3 


LET'S TRY 
THE CAMP OF 


DOGIMATIX / YOU'LL 


дч ER GOVIA TO AVOID Sie Che = 
FoR AN APERITIF ree e GE S SUNCH=UP a LAUDANUM BE SEEING PEPE 
GO AND SES Ба FIRST. 
THE V 3 


ARE, BO E 


THE CAME OF HOW 00 THE. 


OT MITES ROMANS EXPECT 
TO STAY FRIENDS WITH 
US IF THEY GO OFF 
THE VERY DAY WE 
WANT A 
PUNCH- UP 2 


IN THE CAMP 
OF LAUDANUM... 


ANYONE AT 
HOME 2 


) LOOK HERE, CENTURION, 
if, THIS CHARACTER TURNS UP, 
(А HE USES US AS А LEPT 


Э = У 
Р LUGGAGE OFFICE, ME 
К | REE G8 MASA“ 
ee / / OURSELVES M D, 
/ LISTEN 2 \ AND You PUT UP ( 
Y WITH IT? 

\ 
1 


YOU KNOW 
PERFECTLY WELL 
WE HAVEN'T ANY 
CHOICE. 


“AND THE CAMP 
OF COMPENDIUM 
WAS EMPTY 


LET'S TRY TOTORUM, D 
ANO IF THERE'S \ 
NO ONE THERE WE'LL 


е2, ae 


7X6 ^ is Р 
С | - АС EO e T d 
E al / T A am mm à -— 


бо 


ي 
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ALL RIGHT, BUT ROMANS 
ARE LIKE OYSTERS, YOU 
KNOW, THE LITTLE ONES 

ARE OFTEN BEST / 


NOW, PROMISE 
ME TO LEAVE 
OUR GUESTS 
SOME ROMANS / 
LET THEM 
HAVE THE 
BEST ONES / 


ze THEY'RE THERE / 
GOOD FOR THEM / 
THIS'LL BE FUN... 
THEY'LL BE GLAD 

THEY STAYED/ 


t CENTURION, I'VE GOT AN IDEA : 
ТОП STAY HERE TO GUARD THE 
DAD ER, WE JOIN THE OTHER 
‚ AND IF "ANYONE ATTACKS 


SILENCE! 
WE'RE ALL 
STAYING ! 


SS 2) 
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SUNDAY NO BAR 


SUNIA NO NS qr 


ON MAY 4, liquor shops in Delhi 
remained open for the first time 
on a Sunday after many months. 
Under Morarji Desai the capital 
had more dry days in a year than 
‘wet ones. In the new policy ann- 
ounced recently, the number of 
dry days has been drastically reduc- 
ed and Sundays have been spared 
from the ‘dry’ net. But the initial 
, happiness on the part of liquor 
enthusiasts of Delhi was shortliy- 
ed. Though the state-owned liquor 
shops were open on May 4, there 
was no beer or whisky available. 
In some shops only brandy was 
available: hardly a cheering drink 
for a hot summer day. For a few 


SHIFTING FORTUNES 
шло ГОП ГОМЕ5 


MANY government servants had 
been under a cloud during the 
days of the Janata raj, but now it 
is perhaps the turn of others. Ram- 
anathan, press officer to Charan 
Singh when the latter was Prime 
Minister, is now posted as a depu- 
ty press information officer in char- 
ge ої photo features in the Press 
Information Bureau of the govern- 
ment. He was recently given a 
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days following the "relaxed" liqu- 
our policy, only empty liquor shops 
were open in the capital because 
the wholesalers were holding on 
to their stocks, hoping for a hike 
In the prices. Actually, none of the 
top people in the Union Territory 
of Delhi, who are responsible for. 
the implementation of the liquor 
policy—Lt. Governor Jagmohan, 
Excise Commissioner Jagdish Sag- 
ar, and the chief executives of the 
two government agencies respon. 
sible for liquor distribution, K. N. 
Sahani and B. Chatterjee—drink. 
But shouldn't they be a little kin- 
der to their elbow-bending brethr- 
en ? 


Еа hi. ЕЕ 
notice by the government to “ex- 
plain his conduct" during the Lok 
Dal regime although he was post- 
ed to the Prime Minister's office 
on government orders. Another 
unfortunate man is H, C. Bharga- 
va, a senior superintendent of 
police posted with the Intelligence 
bureau. He was the man in charge 
of dealing with top opposition 
leaders like Мапајі 


; sauder ид uieug 


Deshmukh D. E, NIZAMUDDIN 


ing the Emergency. During the 
Sonata raj he was entrusted with 
the task of carrying out a raid om 
Mrs Gandhi's farmhouse at Meh. 
rauli, оп the outskirts of Delhi. Ag 
a result he has now been given 
marching orders from the capita} 
and shunted off to Kohima. Profes. 
sional hazards, perhaps. 


сс сш — 
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COLOURS 

ee 
THE University of Delhi, which 
has on its rolls nearly one lakh 
students, has got a new vice-chan- 
cellor, Gurubaksh Singh, who coin- 
es from the Benaras Hindu Univer- 
sity. The pro-vice-chancellor's post 
has gone to P. C. Mukherji, a 59. 
year-old retired don from Calcutta. 
Mukherji, a former principal of 
Presidency College, Calcutta, had 
worked with Gurubaksh Singh at 
the Central University, Hyderabad, 
a few years ago. Two other impor- 
tant posts of the University, hav- 
ing ranks equivalent to that of the 
pro-VC, — the Dean of Colleges 
and Director, South Campus, have 
Eone to youngsters in the Univer- 
sity fraternity. P. L. Malhotra (42) 
the younger brother of Lt. Gover- 
nor Jagmohan, has been appointed 
the Dean of Colleges, Malhotra, 
had been the principal of the Coll- 
ege of Vocational Studies which 
has a student strength of around 
400. and is one of the smallest con- 
stituent colleges of the University. 
If Malhotra has superseded many, 
then so has Abid. Ahmed (41) of 
fhe business studies department, 
who has bagged the prestigious. 
South Campus directorship. So far 
Delhi  University—despite many: 
agitations by students, teachers 
and the karmacharis—has been 
able to maintain its reputation of 
being a university which conducts 
its examinations regularly and 
where academic years begin and 
end on time. One only bopes that 
the Benaras and Calcutta Univer 
sity culture will not be ‘imported 
to the University along with the 

ons. 


NOTEWORTHY 
TAILPIECE : Overheard at a bur- 
eaucratic gathering in Delhi: 


There is a new nursery rhyme for - 
bureaucrats. 

All Joint Secretaries to prepare 
three notes; one for the Minister 
one for the dame and one for the 
little boy who lives down Safdar- 
jung Lame. 
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: But 
when you're fighting 
stubborn and severe dandruff 
you need a shampoo even 
stronger than Clinic. 


CLINIC SPECIAL 


We know that you are happy with Clinic; it has 
worked on your dandruff. But we also know 
that there are some people whose dandruff is 
stubborn and severe. That's why we have 
introduced a new formulation that helps clear 
stubborn and severe dandruff. Even more 
effectively than Clinic. It's Clinic Special. 


So now there are two Clinics. 


Clinic for normal dandruff. And Clinic Special 
for stubborn and severe dandruff. Together 
they are the answer to all dandruff problems. 


A quality product by HINDUSTAN LEVER LIMITED 
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Everybody is = ie 
feeling great 990225 
on Thums Up. -— ae 


Police trying te prevent photographer Kamal Sahai from taking a picture of a 
Muslim youth whom they had heaten up mercilessly in Moradabad 
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Every drop of New Code 10 Tonic Hair Dressing 
nourishes hair, controls dandruff, 
gives your hair the natural look 


Code10 contains Panthenol to nourish Whether you are a man or a woman, give your 
your hair, give it vitality and bounce. hair the natural look with Code 10, every day. 

And LO-7, a proven anti-dandruff ingredient, It does your hair a world of good — and it 
to help fight dandruff ^ doesn't cost the earth. peed 
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COMMENT 
Opinion 4 . 
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SPECIAL REPORT А 


Mizoram: Chess yame for peace/Santanu Ghosh 18 xd 
Interview of Laldenga/Saumitra Banerjee a 


| At Moradabad, Id Day turned into а day of death when police, SPORTS . 
| who have virtually become a symbol of repression апа atrocities Big game hunter/Ashish Ray 42 
| in UP, ‘opened fire on Muslims who had gathered for prayer. 
Hundreds of people, including children, died and the BSF had to REVIEW FILMS 4 
| be brought in to control the situation. The Moradabad massacre, | | Mrinal Sen's Ek din Pratidin/Pritish Nandy and Ain Rasheed Khan 30 
| in turn, triggered off communal tension in other parts of UP. M. J. : 

AKBAR visited Moradabad for an on-the-spot report. Page 6 NEWS 


‘India is not our country'/O.N.Ganju 34 
Racism at Britain's Grays Inn/Anna Coote 


There is a new hope for peace in the strite—torn north-eastern Oberoi goes to Melbourne/Jimi. Най 


state of Mizoram, with the Mizo National Front chief Laldenga 
signing truce with the government of Indla, The accord, effective CINEMA 


from 31 July midnight, is the outcome of a fascinating chéssgame 
Laldenga and the government of India had been playing Since 
1966. A blow by blow account of that game and an exclüslve 
interview with Laldenga. Page 20 


Delhi Diary 50 


Editor M. J. Akbar 


Assistant Editor Subir Roy Chief Reporter Tooshar Pandit 
Editorial Staff Nirmal Mitra, Saumitra Banerjee, Tirthankar Ghosh, S; 
Delhi Correspondents Shubhabrata Bhattacharya, Ajoy Bose 
Art Director Bipul Guha Asst Art Director Amiya Bhattacharya 


E ut f QA t агч 
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EXPLOIT, | 
ABUSE WOMEN | 
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Manu's cruel curse 


[14 OW теп exploit, abuse women” 

(27 July) by Saumitra Banerjee is 
an article which has been written, read, 
will be commented upon and then forgot- 
ten. Likewise, many articles have been 
written, read and forgotten. Isn't there 
really anything that can stop all these 
disgraceful and disgusting crimes and 
make society absolutely safe and peace- 


Home was hell 


READ Mira Savara’s account of “Wife 

Ж beating: violence in the middle class 
family” (27 July). I myself have been 
_ badly affected by incidents of wife- 
beating in my own home. I come from an 
upper middle class family. I have seen 
my parents quarrelling day in and day 
out ever since І was a little child. My 
father was a very hot-tempered person 
and at times he had good reason to be 
- angry. But the manner in which he 
— treated my mother was unjustifiable: he 
would abuse her, her mother and father 
and also. physically assault her, resulting 
in some injury at times. When my mother 


و — 


ad commentary 
APE and the laws of Manu” (27 
July) by Shubhadra Butalia was 
ye-opener. Superbly written, the 
€ cites some cases of women 
urnt themselves on the funeral 
pyres of their husbands, while others 
|. watched. The callous indifference. with 
. which these women were treated, espe- 
cially by government officials, does not 
really come as a surprise when one 
considers a report in Weekend Review (2 
August 1980): At an informa] lunch in 
Delhi, a senior Union Cabinet Minister is 
said to have remarked, “Rape to hazaro 
saal se ho raha hai, aur aakhir aurat to 
bhogne ke cheez hai.” The Minister in 
question was one of those to troop down 


jest, 1t shows à Jack of culture 
Kanchan Sen, Calcutta 
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be equal to 
М Р 4 most fi 
to Baghpat. Even if what he said was in ШЧ, 
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ful for women? After all this hue and cry, 
has anything been done about the соп. 
duct of policemen? At least 70 per cent 5 
reported atrocities on women are mainly 
due to policemen or police Qupd CE 
Probably there 15 something terri Y 
wrong with our society and culture. 
wonder why there has not been a woman 
writer like Manu to define the role of 
woman vis-a-vis her husband and-society, 
and that of man. If Manu were a female, 
the situation today would have been very 
different indeed ! 
Uma Chawla, Calcutta 


THE issue on women was highly com 
mendable. The ‘highbrows once said, re- 
minding all, that: 
Woman was made— | 
not from man's head, to be above him; 
not from his foot, to be stainped by 
him; н 
but from his side to be equal to him; 
from near his heaft to be loved by 
him; 
and below his arm to be protected by 
him. 
Rumki Roy, Rourkela 
OFTEN it is we women who are our worst 
enemies. Are not mothers-in-law and 
women constables responsible for the 
torture of women too? 
Indu Dalabehara, Calcutta 


YOUR cover story will go a long way to 
making up.the minds of most male inrel- 


physically retaliated, he would complain 
about her to others as though violence 
was his sole right. We were silent witnes- 
ses to all this. The impact of my early 
years left me a very nervous person for 
the rest of my life, a handicap which has 
severely affected my personality, career 
and, above all, peace of mind. ! realised 
this after going through psycho-analysis 


and psycho-therapy which eventually 
saved me from becoming a nervous 
wreck. Now .when I see the same recur- 
ring, I am moved and curse my father for 
having been the cause. of it all. 


In а home where the wife is not 


respected by the husband, children lose 
respect for their parents and tend to 


IT IS our duty to the victims of'rape to 
get them, married off happily; ignoring : 
the ridiculous notion of virginity would 
help a great deal. а rape what does а 
woman lose that a man does not? Appa- 
rently, it is her “honour” in society. The 
idea that if virginity is lost, everything is 
lost should be done away with. On the 
other hand. rapists must be severely 
punished and socially boycotted. 
Mahesh Kumar, New Delhi 


READING our magazines and seeing our 
films, even normal persons would be- 
come rapists ! 

S.F. Sundara Raj, Tiruchirapalli 


WHEN women are proving themselves o 
‚ if not better than, men ii 
st fie it is absolutely esse ‘al that. 
they be guaranteed protectjou and safety 


| Interest of society. E 
njana Maitra, Rourkela 
lic Di m. МГ 


lectuals who complacently believed that 


women are themselves responsible for 
the atrocities on them. The immediate 
need of the day is an accommiodative 
attitude towards women; bringing up a 
daughter should not be any more diffi. 
cult for parents than bringing up a son, 
S. Ramesh, Jamshedpur 


IN THE past rape was committed but, 
never came to light. Recently the Press 
has paid the attention that women have 
demanded. The worst tragedy is that 
5»olicemen are involved in the crime. 

Banshidhar Pd. Rukhaiyar, Hazaribagh 


RAPE is a social stigma. It seems quite 
pointless to listen to unending tales of 
woe of women who have fallen prey to 
lecherous crimnals, time and again. 
Subhashis Ray, Puri 


POPULAR film stars should be ashamed 
of propagating the idea of male superior- 
ity; even top actresses get at least one 
slap from their husbands on the screen, 
and rape victims of ‘good character 
almost invariably commit suicide. With 
such constant brainwashing through 
films, one cannot but expect a reversion 
to the days when a woman was tested in 
fire for thé fault of being abducted. Ms 
Nargis Dutt, instead of condemning 
Satyajit Ray for projecting reality, 
should use her influence to check this 
trend. 

Balamani Bezbaruah, Jorhat 


behave similarly after they are married: 
the same story is repeated with the 
grandchildren. A woman who has been 
maltreated all her life develops psycholo- 
gical defects leading to problems of 
socia! adjustment. 

Anoiher point I would like to make is 
that parental traits are carried to chil- 
dren through environmental effects. My 
brother occasionally expresses his anger 
by throwing down plates and thinks fit to 
slap his wife when she makes an error 
because he witnessed such behaviour in 
his childhood. Do we women enjoy sim! 
jar rights? 


Aloivimnous Lu 


THAT was a truly emotion-charged cover : 
story. I was shocked, angered and dis- 
gusted after reading it. 


N. Ramesh, Hyderabad о Ж 


MERELY creating laws will not help to 
check crimes on women. Such atrocities 
willcontinue as long as bourgeois society 
prevails. These atrocities are the polso" 
nous irtirs of capitalism: never does one 
come across them in a socialist country- 
Магтађіпа Sen, Bangalore 


ГЕ IS a shame that rape, molestation and 
other crimes on women continue to occur 
when the PM. of our “motherland” 15 
herself a woman. It is high ume that the 
Indian Penal Code was amended to treat 


crimes on women at par with crimes such — : 


as murder and homicide Instead of mere” 
suspension. or dismissal ‘the. crimiiais | 
shouid receive capita) punishment. - 
3. Krishna ..umar, Bombay Ro 
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Shame on the law 


BDI’s report “Ordered to have 
о with his mother" (27 
ocking. A worse instance 
d to show how filthily the 
vith women. The fact that 
ommit atrocities авала 

і sex, in a country which has a 
tH PM is shameful. If guardians of 
the law resort to such brutalities, how 
can the people be expected to respect the 
law? à і i 
R. Bhaskaran, Tiruchirapalli 
WHILE your cover asks the question 
“Why are men so cruel?" the more 
pressing question, I believe, is: *Why is 


Remember ? 


І AM surprised that Dr T.D.Goswami, 
E 


July) was sh 
cannot be cite 
police behave v 
policewomen с 


eneral secretary of the Gauhati Uni- 
versity Teachers' Association should in 
his letter (Opinion, 27 July) suppress the 
clarification he sought and obtained 
from me. | | 

In my clarification 1 had pointed out 
that the torchlight procession had stop- 
ped in front of our family-residence at 
Nijarapur, Gauhati, and shouted abusive 
slogans like *Death to the traitor Hiren 
Gohain". Dr Goswami probably sees no 
provocation in such incidents which are 
not all that uncommon. Only three or 
four days ago a visitor to the university 
campus looking for my house had been 
badly threatened. 

It is not very helpful if leaders of the 
present movement evade responsibility 
for such incidents. They might have had 
a better hearing if they had taken steps 
at the initial stage to prevent their 
occurrence. 

Hiren Gohain, Reader, Gauhati Universi- 
ty, Gauhati 


THE general secretary of the Gauhati 
University Teachers’ Association Dr 


First demand: 
leadership 


WENT through “Are workers getting 
selfish?" (27 July) with particular сате 
and attention and seriously, pondered 
over the author George Férnandes's 
assessment*of the situation: *Gone are 
the days when a fight for workers was 
equivalent to a fight for human values 
the concept of unions as champions o 
workers has given way to the concept of 
unions as service agencies." If we read 
between the lines, we understand the 
phenomenon of degeneration of trade 
unions. In the analysis, many labour 
leaders, including Mr-Fernandes, and 
organisations like AITUC and -CITU, 
would be held responsible for this. There 
has been a gradual phasing out of the 
Principles of class struggle? and now 
even trade unions controlled by commun- 
ists are the safety valves of workers’ 
anger. The economism of workers has 
grown because: of extremely sectarian 
methods of politicisation and mobilisa- 
rion of workers for political advantages. 
n spite of all the talk of left unity, 
AITUC and CITU do not hesitate to use 
underhand methods to control each 
other's strongholds. Labour leaders, in- 
cluding George, owe us an explanation: is 


it not a fact that their petty rivalries have _ 
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the government so inactive?" S.N.M. 
Abdi's heartrending account of the tor- 
ture of Rukmini, a pregnant woman, by 
two policewomen would prove my point. 
Ramanath Rath, Behrampur, Orissa 


$ i 
DESCRIBING Rukmini’s nightmarish ex- 
perience with the Nandini police in 
Madhya Pradesh, the reporter pointed 
out that a: woman sub inspector Edna 
Montis and a woman constable Naseem 
Begum not only tortüred their pregnant 
victim but also *picked up a pencil and 
pushed it violently into Rukmini's vagi- 
na" resulting in her miscarriage. Does 
this not show that even women are no 
better in treating their genre than men? 
P. Balasubramanian, Salem 


T.D.Goswami would have done better to 
refute Sunday's findings (“Assam: 
Tragedy unfolds”, 8 June) on the present 
movement in Assam than to make a futile 
case against the predecessor president 
and the executive on whole imaginary 
and untenable propositions. The two gen- 
eral meetings of the association men- 
tioned in his letter were not in fact 
requisitioned and Dr Goswami can never 
prove the contrary. Again, the idea of a 
Sangram Samiti was hotly debated in the 
September meeting and was ultimately 
rejected in favour of allowing the execu- 
tive committee to take decisions on the 
foreigners’ issue. . А 

About the charge of ‘inaction’ by the 
executive committee under my pres- 
identship, I have no comments to offer 
except quoting a resolution passed by the 
general body on 13 September 1979: 
*This emergent general meeting of the 
GUTA expresses its appreciation of the 
service rendered by Dr P.Sharma to the 
GUTA and its solidarity with the Presi- 
dent Dr Sharma and strongly urges upon 
him to accept the mandate of the mem- 
bers to continue in office as President." 
Purna Sharma, Gauhati--University, 
Gauhati 


emasculated the working class move- 
ment? 

I do not blame the INTUC or BMS— 
they have never believed in the Marxist- 
Leninist organisation of the working 
class, or in the principle of a classless: 
stateless society as the ultimate Stage of 
evolution with change in production rela- 
tions. But those who believe in class war 
and understand the precepts of revolu- 
tionary Marxism and refuse to abide by it 
cannot escape our criticism. Bogged as 
they are in their own bureaucratism and 
hierarchies of district committees, state 
committees, central committees and 

olitburos, the communist movement is 


incapable of inspiring any revolutionary 


ideals or principles. Student and working 


class organisations..bwilt on clase lines. 


necessitate a. revolutionary programme 
and-a concrete theoretical analysis must 
„precede their establishment, But be: 


` 


My word! . 
HIS refers to “Offensive but not 

4 unparliamentary” (27 July). So Mr 
Khushwant Singh is at it again. Even at 
the Rajya Sabha his therukoothu (Tamil 
for folk theatre, literally street act) ison. _ 
But Bhupesh Gupta is more than a match 
for him. The brush between the two over 
the definition of the term sycophant is 
hilarious. Pm glad the communist leader 
refuses to withdraw his well-founded 
allegation (“Not a syllable of it will 1 
withdraw.") Bravo! Among the various 
dictionary meanings Mr Singh lists he 
conveniently omits the most relevant 
one: *Sycophant, n ... Flatterer, toady; 
parasitic person..." (The Concise Oxford 
Dictionary of Current English, Fourth 
Edition); *Sycophant. n... a servile flat- 
terer." (Chambers's Twentieth Century 
Dictionary). Mr Singh speaks proudly of — 
his Gandhism. Clearly he means Indira: - 
Sanjay Gandhism. і 
A.S.Raman, Editor, Swarajya, Madras 


We regret that in Rasheed Talib's 
article, “Can Mrs Gandhi provide a 
national consensus?" (Sunday, 27 


July) certain sections were inter- 
posed, leading to a wrong paragraph 
sequence. Our sincere apologies to 
the author and the readers.—Editor 


Leaks all over 


READ “How question papers are _ 

bought and sold" (8 June). Similar 
incidents occurred during the first year 
B.Sc examinations of the Jammu and 
Kashmir Board of School Education in 
March this year. Most of the question 
papers were leaked out and the author- 
ities did not lift a finger. On 7 April the 
.Chemistry Paper B examination was 
postponed ; 2 
Rajesh Kumar Gupta, Jammu Tawi 


cause of the conformist class character of 
the Indian coffee house Marxists (of 
whom, ironically, I am one) this seems 
impossible. : 

Why is it that we have very few А.К. 
Roys in our communist movement, and 
why, in spite of his excellent work in the _ 
Bihar coal-belt, does he never come into 
the limelight? Marxist leaders can be ` 
seen frequenting conferences and semi- 
nars on Class struggles and proletarian. 
internationalism. Why blame workers. for 
demanding terrycot suits? The point 15} 2a 
obvious. If the Indian workerislosinghis е 
radicalism, it is because his leaders have — 
failed him. Raising the red flag on May 
Day does not usher in revolutionary 
consciousness. 

Sanjeev Chopra, Convener, Collective 
for the Resurrection of Revolutionary 
Marxist Traditions, Jullundur 


UNEMPLOYMENT is a national prob 
lem, but many trade union demands tet 
to be localised. Hence asking workers to 


‘aware of these problems. Again, 
price rise is not due to the дета 
more wages or bonus. It is the 
hungry producer who raises 
products.' Workers demand ! 
only to meet the | 2 

. M. Krishnan, Pon 


Once again this was a case of 
police brutality, pure and sim- 
~ ple. The forces of “law and 
order" unleashed their fury on 
-. thousands of Muslims who 
had come to offer prayers on 
their day of joy and celebra- - 
tion; hundreds died, including 
many children, in the mas- 
sacre and the. stampede. And 
hundreds were injured; for 
many of them death will 
come. Both ihe Hindus and 

-— the Muslims of Moradabad 
are telling anyone who will 
listen that what happened on 
13 August in their city.was not 


a communal riot: it asa М. J. AKBAR reports why Moradabad S 


straight clash between the n b oli Ce 
К сапа Muslims. But the Muslims were gun ned dow y D 


police, inordertothrowa on the day of Id 
cover on their brutal mis- 
deeds, are telling lies about 
what precisely happened, 
and building up false trails 
that might shift the focus of 
aitention from the incidents of 
the namaz. Moradabad 
was not communal on 
13 August, but the police 
ight have made it commun- 
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FTER a long higit#es py 
daylong fasting, during 
which not a morsel of food 
nor a drop of water may 
pass the ЕЩЕ оет 
; : ;, Muslims gather 
first light anc ges search for that 
on their rooftops to S : 
TE f gold which will appear 
thin sliver ot В 5 
for ten minutes or so on the western 
sky as the sun melts into the horizon 
below it. fhis is the new moon which 
will announce the end of the month of 
Ramzan, and the beginning of the most 
joyous day in the Muslim calendar - 
the day of {d. This is the day which 
Muslims await: new clothes are made, 
presents are distributed, the sweet 
sewaiis offered as a sign of friendship. 
The high point of Id is the namaz, to 
which Muslims go early in the morn- 
ing, dressed in their new clothes, 
perhaps with a little attar in their ear. 
Apart from the adult women, everyone 
else goes to the Id prayers - including 
all the children, both boys and girls. 
The namaz is a celebration of God's 
goodness, and a reaffirmation of 
brotherhood, a concept which finds 
expression in the gesture which has 
become synonymous with Id - the 
embrace. 

More than 50,000 Muslims gathered 
at the Idgah (the name means where 
id prayers are held) of Moradabad. 
Sixty per cent of this city of five lakhs 
is Muslim, and Id obviously is.one of 
the major celebrations of the town. 
Buntings with Id Mubarak written on 
them flutter from shops; painted 
advertisements on walls encourage 
you to smoke Biri 788 in the first line, 
and wish you happiness on Id in the 
last. The Idgah is a largish open field, 
walled on the sides, with one entrance 
leading to the main road. At one 
corner of the Idgah, near the main 
road, is a small mosque called EK Raat 
Wali Masjid, because it had been con- 
structed decades ago in one night. As 
usual the Muslims came for their 
prayers, bedecked in their new 
clothes, and brought all their children 
along. (The desperate theorists, who 
are searching hard for a deepseated, 
widespread Muslim conspiracy against 
the police, might like to ponder over 
this point: would Muslims who came to 
fight bring their small innocent, chil- 
dren along with them to get mas- 
Sacred?) And, as usual, the crowd 
spilled over from the Idgah onto the 
main road, on which the namazis 
spread pieces of cloth and formed the 
traditional rows for the prayers. 

Just opposite the Idgah, across the 
TM road, are shops owned by Pun- 
Plo Hindus, and nearby is a Punjabi 

ony. Various organisations had set 
up samianas near these shops to offer 
Muslims Id greeti f p ; 
va Ever E h ings after the prayers.. 
ts Ta | ch gathering in the coun-- 
poli ocal administration posts 

somen to ensure that nothing unto- 
ected appen: Some of the force was 
Doe ус: he shamiana; other police- 
A on the main road at the 
where the congregation which 


had spilled over onto the roads finally 


ended. 
The namaz is divided into three 


HUNDREDS OF CHILDREN AND INNOCENT; 
NAMAZIS SHOT DEAD WHILE PRAYING BY4 
POLICE STOP POLICE ATROCITIES AND KILLINGS } 
CONTINUING STOP DEAD BODIES DESTROYED | 
STOP POLICE TRYING TO TURN IT COMMUNAL} 
STOP HINDUS ARE HELPING MUSLIMS STOP} 
BRUTALITIES AND KILLINGS MAY CONTINUE AT} 
NIGHT STOP PLEASE COME MORADABAD ONCE | 


Telegram sent by Hafiz Mohammad Siddique, | 
Congress(I) MLA from. Lalbagh, Moradabad, to the 
Prime Minister, Home Minister,Chief Minister of UP, 
and others on the evening of August 13 


clear sections. First come the genuflec- 
tions, which take a couple of minutes 
during the Id prayers. Then the con- 
gregation sits and hears the Imam 
recite passages from the Quran: this is 
the khutba, and takes about five mi- 
nutes. The whole congregation then 
raises its hands in dua, which lasts a 
minute or two, and the namaz is over. 
It was during the khutba that a pig 
wandered into the namaz. ; 

First question: did the pig actually 
wander into the namaz? We met 
eyewitnesses, including one who was 
not a Muslim (see Tyagi’s story) who 
confirm that it did. The dispute be- 
tween the people praying and the 
policemen arose when the Muslims 
asked the policemen how the pig had 
wandered in despite the presence of 
the police. After all, prayers are being 
held at that Idgah for generations, and 
the harijan colony which is nearby has 
also existed for asdong as anyone cares 
to.remember: so how come a pig, 
which is corisidered by Muslims to be 
an unclean animal. which would com- 
pletely destroy the sanctity of the 
prayer, has never disturbed the rramaz 
before, and chose to do so this year— 
despite a police force being right 


The Idgah 


there? ^ HYS 
The policemen told the Muslims 
that it was not their job to prevent pigs 
from disturbing the namaz. Therefore, 
question number two. Was it the 
policeman's job to stop the pig or not? 
On the face of it, it would seem a silly 
reason for such havoc, but only those 
who have no idea about Muslim senti- 
ment would expect Muslims not to get 
agitated if a pig disturbed their 
prayers—particularly if they thought 
that the police had deliberately ещ 
the animal.A friend of mine who is in 
politics, whose integrity I trust and 
whose secularism I have faith in, com; 
mented: *How can I give a statement 
asking the police to stop pigs from 
disturbing a namaz? Is that their job?? 
The only reply to that I can give is: 
supposing a bunch of communal Mus: 
lims took a cow in front of a temple 
while a huge crowd had gathered for 
prayers, and started to slaughter if, 
would it be the job of the police to stop 
this stupidity gr not? A pig in a namaz 
is just as provocative, and évery admis 
nistration in the districts of Uttar 
Pradesh knows it. It is not a question 
of reason or rationale: this is simply 
how a community feels. ` Bee 
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It is easy to get depres 
hidden behind the filth 


our institutions...The qui 


Kamal Sahai 


HIS altercation took place where 

the congregation was tapering off; 
and then suddenly everything began 
happening very quickly. Within the 
five minutes that it takes to read the 
khutba and complete the dua the 
pelice had opened fire! The dua was 
not complete before began the deathly 
whine of bullets speeding through or 
into the massed namazis. One person, 
who was at the prayer, described it 
thus: *During the khutba I heard a 
noise from the back. People started 
standing up and seeing what had hap- 
pened. Then they sat down again. But 
before the dua was over, the noise of 
the quarrel became very loud, and 
then before anyone could really react 
we heard the sound of bullets.” 

The Imam who was at the mic- 

rophone saying the dua stopped, and 
began appealing to the police to stop 
this madness of firing into a throng of 
namazis. Nobody listened. The local 
Congress(I) MLA Hafiz Mohammad 
Siddique, who was there, also 
appealed over and over again to the 
police—but they had gone berserk. A 
stampede had begun, and cries of pain 
filled the air as terrified children came 
under the feet of a fleeing crowd, as a 
bewildered people bagan getting hit 
by bullets. 

The police are now telling many 
lies to cover up their criminal assault 
on a defenceless congregation, and 
these lies fall to pieces under scrutiny. 
The first lie they tried to circulate was 

that they were fired upon by a Muslim, 
and that armed Muslims were sitting 


ЕНОТ. 


at the prayers waiting to create trou- 
ble. The police killed many, many that 
day: did they recover any arms from 


anyone in that congregation? The 


t 
sed about Moradabad. Bu 
of the violence lie certain 


i t the people of India and 
S cautions. He ae abut Splendid job done by 


the BSF and the Army in rest 
the fear-stricken people, for instance. 


toring the confidence of 


police say, very correctly, that an SSP 
of theirs was injured, and claim that 
five constables died and four are mis- 
sing. True, the SSP was injured at the 
Idgah, but did any of the constables 
die at the Idgah? Or did they die much 
later, when an infuriated mob of Mus- 
lims decided to take revenge by 
attacking the police chowki at Galsha- 
hid? The police also tried to create the 
impression that Muslims began brick- 
batting first and then the police 
opened fire. Another lie. The police 
opened fire within less than five mi- 
nutes of the altercation; the brickbat- 
ting came later. After the stampede 
had started outside the Idgah, Muslim 
youth who saw how the police were 
behaving loosed the top layer of bricks 
from one of the walls surrounding the 
Idgah and started hurling them at the 
police. The real truth is that if the 
police, whatever the provocation, had 
simply waited another two minutes or 
so for the namaz to end, and people-to 
get up, the.carnage would never have 
taken place. But the police acted with 
communal fury. 

D. P. Singh, an elderly government 
official who had come to wish the 
namazis Id Mubarak, was sitting at the 
shamiana which had been put up- by 
the municipality, was hit by one of the 
brickbats and later died. And even as 
the violence became a confrontation, 
thousands of Muslims began fleeing 
through whichever way they could. 
The fact that the Idgah was walled 
became a major disadvantage. There 
are some Muslim houses adjacent to 
one wall; from these windows women 
hurriedly threw down ladders and chil- 
dren were pulled up to the windows 
and brought to safety, Many rushed 


V 


CC-0. In Public Domain. UP State Museum, Hazratganj. Lucknow 


. Digitized by Sarayu Foundation Trust, Delhi and eGangotri 


through the one exit which seemed 
safe, the mosque: but the police later 
actually entered the mosque and fired 
right on the courtyard of the mosque, 
according to eyewitnesses. Dr Naseem 
Ahmed recounts that he helped pick 
up 24 bodies from the compound of the 
mosque, including 13 children. 

The police created havoc. Many 
Muslims who were killed cannot be 
traced: the police have no “record” of 
the bodies. To give just one example: 
Salim Mohammad was 25 years old, 
and he had been married to the young 
Naeema just five months ago. He wasa 
worker, who polished brass in one of 
the factories which have made Mora. 
dabad famous all over the world. He 
went to the Idgah, which is hardly five 
minutes away from his house, to pray; 
he never returned. A friend of his who 
was sitting near by saw a bullet hit the 
side of Salim's face, and Salim fell 
dead. This friend went to the fallen 
Salim, removed the only thing of value 
he had, a wristwatch, and brought it 
back for the family. (We saw the watch 
when we met the family: it was a poor 
man's watch, a brand called SIWA; it 
had been given to Salim as a wedding 
present by his wife's family.) Today 
Salim's body cannot be traced. His 
family have asked for it, but the police 
say they cannot find a Salim among 
the dead. 

It was after ten o'clock that an 
outraged mob of Muslims attacked the 
Galshahid police chowki, in violent 
reaction. As one Muslim put it, “What 
did you expect the Muslims to do after 
having seen their children killed on 
Id? Throw flowers at policemen?” It 
was during this attack that policemen 
were killed by the mob, the chowki 
was burnt, and two rifles stolen. 


BUT it is this attack by the Muslims, 
more than anything else, which 
proves that the violence on that day 
was not at all communal in nature. On 
the way to the Galshahid police post, 
the mob could have attacked many 
Hindu houses, shops and factories: 
they did not. Right in front of the Ek 
Raat Wali Masjid, right in the heart of 
the violence, is, for instance, the New 
Kumar factory for brasswork. This 15 
absolutely within the densely popu- 
lated Muslim Idgah mohallah, and if 
Muslims wanted to ransack it nobody 
could have stopped them from doing 
so. When we visited this place on 
August 15, Hindu workers were still 
living on the premises of the factory, 
and the factory was still safe. We met 
Dharam Singh, who was still stay!n£ 


there, and he assured us that there. 


had been no trouble so far. 

If the mob which could reach à 
police outpost had wanted, it cou 
have attacked the Punjabi Hindu col- 


ony just across the road from the 


Idgah; or it could have raided the 
large harijan colony which is barely 4 
couple of hundred yards away from 
the Muslim localities. But there was no 
attack on non-Muslims; the only target 
was the: uniform—of the UP police oF 
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the hated PAC, which, time and again, 
iven evidence of its notoriety. It 
Dare t be repeated often enough that 
Shere! was no communal riot in Mora- 
шеге s no RSS involved; 
dabad. There wa 5 
and despite all the efforts of the police 
to call this a Muslim League or Kha- 
qsar instigated riot, they have not 
succeeded in convincing too many peo- 
ple. It was simply a case of the force 
meant to preserve law .and order be- 
coming thoroughly irresponsible. As 
Shamsul Islam, general secretary of 
the city Congress(1) commented, 
“There was no government.” Mrs In- 
dira Gandhi herself admitted that the 
administration was in a bad shape. She 
went on to blame the Janata and the 
Lok Dal governments for this, but this 
is hardly the point. Similarly, the 
opposition is blaming the Congress(I)'s 
use of the police to help them political- 
ly for the extraordinary arrogance of 
the police; but the argument is less 
important than the fact that we seem 
to be reaching a stage where the 
policemen are becoming a law into 
themselves, a force of petty dictators. 
The sheer contempt which the Mora- 
dabad police, for instance, was show- 
ing for the local Congress(I) MLA was 
revealing. Who will dare police the 
police? The District Magistrate and 
the police officer in charge on Id day 
have been transferred promptly, but 
are such transfers any real solution? 
On the 14th and 15th, the police are 
alleged to have made efforts to give 
the disturbances a communal colour, 
to shift attention from their misdeeds. 
The atmosphere in the city was vola- 
tile enough. The Muslims were livid 
with anger, and anger is fertile breed- 
ing ground for violence. There is ten- 
sion, there is fear, myths and impress- 
ions that have been buried in the 
subconscious begin to dance before 
ohe's eyes; and even yesterday's friend 
becomes suspect because he was born 
with a certain name. Communalists, of 
whom there is no shortage in our 
country, come to the fore to take over 
temporary leadership of enraged 
minds. Rumour is king. Creating com- 
munal trouble is not too difficult in 
such an atmosphere. The encouraging 
thing ls that, by and large, both com- 
munities showed commendable res- 


traint, given what could have hap- 
pened. 


Worse, the 
spectable” 
the rest of 
ately а few 
majority, 


police were using “re- 
media to transfer the lies to 
the country. And unfortun- 
Journalists (just a few; the 
y, by far, were above reproach) 
were willing to play games. There was, 
or m the banner headline in 

3 rtant national English paper 
which said that four BSF н had 
been killed, obviously by Muslims. The 
BSF itself had not given this story: and 
to its eternal credit, the local BSF not 
merely immediately denied the story, 
but took a special Press party to show 
that no ‚Опе on its force had been 
деч In any way. This story came 
rom, one presumes, the police, unless 
the correspondent literally made it up. 
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Kamal Saha 


Mother who lost: her son and the widow (both 


Well, there was one story which was 
literally made up. A report appeared, 
again from a journalist who claimed to 
be sitting in Moradabad, that 500 
armed Muslims had come from Sam- 
bhal and attacked the police head- 
quarters. It so happened that we were 
at Moradabad on the 15th, the day on 
which this attack was said to have 
taken place, and everyone could see 
that nothing had happened to the 
kotwali. There had been absolutely no 
attack, from anyone. And yet this 
correspondent, filing a story from 
Moradabad, reported this attack. Simi- 
larly, the police have been trying to 
give the impression that there have 
been a great number of Hindu victims 
too, so that the impression may be 
created that this was a communal 
riot—but that again is simply not true. 
Almost all the victims are Muslims, 
who died or were injured during that 
terrible incident at the Idgah. 


HERE is a saying in western UP 
that the people here “hariyali ke 
andhen hain” (have been blinded by 
greenness). This is rich and fertile 
agricultural country, quite different 
from the uncertain colours of central 
UP or the dust of eastern UP. This is, 
comparatively, a rich area; well irri- 
gated, and the people have the confi- 
dence that comes from full stomachs. 
There are large populations of Mus- 
lims who have been traditionally poli- 
tically articulate, and whose support 
' means the difference between victory 
and defeat for a political Party. 
Guns are hardly an unknown com- 
modity. The gun is a status symbol, a 
weapon of defence dgainst robbery, 


and a symbol of power among both . 
CC-0.'In Public Domain. UP State Museum, Hazratganj. 


Communalism remains perhaps the most seriou: 
threat to our existence and integrity. There are enoug 
people who are anti-national, who would like to se 
the tremendous experiment called India, born out of | - 
the faith of a saint called Mahatma Gandhi, destroyed. | 
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in the background) 


Hindus arid Müslims. When guns are 
available, they also tend to come out 
easily. This is what makes a communal 
disturbance in western UP so much . A 
more potentially murderous than any- BE 
where else. À Hindu-Muslim conflag- A 
ration here is dangerous in the ex- 2. 
treme. And there are enough vested jo 
interests on all sides who stand to gain ; 
by it—the Muslim League for instance 
which, despite its strident provoca- 
tions has not been able to make suffi- 
cient headway, politically, among Mus- 
lims. Conversely, the RSS or the BJP, 
stands to gain if the Hindu vote con- 
solidates along communal rather than 
political lines. 

The vultures that inhabit every | 
community are only waiting for an 
incident like the one that happened at: 
Moradabad to take place. This will be 
their source of sustenance fer a long 
while. Time and distance destory the 
truth of any event: embellishments 
will make the Moradabad clash into a 
weapon for all kinds of motivated 
forces. A communal incident is like a 
self-sustaining bomb made of plasti- 
cine; the bomb can be moulded into 
whichever shape you want, and it will 
prove equally deadly wherever it is 
placed. Organisations like the Jamaat- 
e-Islami have been provided enough 
ammunition by the police in Morada- 
bad to incite Muslims. The PAC, which 
in the past has already been cond 
mned by enquiry commissions for p. 
tisanship, now has given Muslims. 
more very good reason to distru: 
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The sun makes a reassuring 
come-back. The rain pw 
beats a retreat. The sea is restored © gf 
to the fisherman. And the . 4 \ 
skies promise a new season. 


Celebrate your independence. 
Go for a walk in gentle 
August showers. Enjoy 
a sunset stroll on the beach. 
August evenings 
were made for 
carefree pleasures... 


Such as casuals from Modella. 
Easy-going trousers 
in muted colours. Jackets 
for good sports. Fashion that 
befits the season... 
stays with you the 
whole year through. 
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The man on the cover 


restore the balance. 

more tri splendid job done by the 
BSF and the Army in restoring the 
confidence of the fear-stricken people, 
for instance. In riot after riot (and I 
have covered too many of them in 
recent times) one has seen the people 
wait for the Army or the BSF to rescue 
them, not only from their enemies 
among the civilians but also their 
enemies among the police. 

But how often can you bring out the 
Army to do the job which the police 
should be doing? The immediate after- 
math of the Moradabad riots was Mus- 
lim anger in a dozen towns; this was 
only to be expected—you cannot hope 
that Muslims will sit and watch calmly 
hundreds of namazis being killed. No, 
they will demonstrate, and ask the 
government to punish the guilty. But 
there is always more than simply this, 
where Muslims are concerned. His- 
tory, Pakistan: the myth that has roots 
in the subconscious, the myth of the 
sword-wielding Mussulman, which at 
times even sends a quiver of doubt 
into the sanest non-Muslim and he 
asks himself the question, are the 
Muslims basically an unreliable, emo- 
tional, anti-national community? Why 
do they keep fighting all the time? The 
cry of the minority must always com- 
pete against the cacophony of vested 
interests which want to either sup- 
press it or exploit it: and when myriad 
cries fill the air it is very difficult to 
sort out the truth from the confusion. 

Indian society is a conglomeration 
of a lot of volatile groups competing 
for the diminishing rewards of a stag- 
nant or shrinking economy. At certain 
periods, tensions which are dormant 
become dominant, lighting fires in 
hundreds of places. Not all the cities 
closed by curfew today are victims of 
communalism. But communalism re- 
mains perhaps the most serious threat 
to our existence and integrity. There 
are enough people both Hindus and 
Muslims, who are anti-national, who 
would like to see the tremendous ex- 
periment called India, born out of the 
faith of a saint called Mahatma Gan- 
dhi, destroyed. The most heartening 
thing I found about Moradabad was 
that, despite the intense provocation, 
Hindus and Muslims of the city were 
not spitting hate at each other. More 
than 60 per cent of the city is Muslim, 
and Muslims are angry; and Muslims 
have enough communalists within 
them who would like to provoke the 
community to convert this into a Hin- 
du-Muslim war. But that did not hap- 
E It could have happened so very 

y. articularly when all kinds of 
thawte: including ones which said 
beines ranes had been burnt, were 

ne үгез »on the 14th and the 15th. 
usiims of India have many ene: 


, mies, quite a few of which actually 


publicly rejoice in the fact of their 
enmity towards this community. But 
Perhaps their greatest enemy sits 
among themselves, This enemy is, by 
and large, kept in check by the com- 
munity itself. He is not supported 
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WE were waiting in the bright 
afternoon sunlight outside the 
kotwali, which had become the ful- 
crum around which administration 
in Moradabad began revolving af- 
ter the city sank into the fearful 
silence and tension of curfew on 
five pm, Wednesday, August 13. A 
regular stream of vehicles carrying 
different kinds of authority—offi- 
cials, politicians policemen, army— 
caused a strange traffic jam: a 
traffic jam looks so incongruous in 
a deserted city. Just opposite the 
kotwali, or the police headquarters, 
was the only shop which was open 
in Moradabad—a sweetmeats shop 
mainly servicing the police. 
Suddenly a heavy police truck 
screeched to a halt. Out jumped 
four policemen, very brisk indeed, 
dragging behind them a man who 
was still bleeding from an open 
wound on the left side of his head. 
The blood was pouring down the: 
side of his face, and had soaked 
parts of his shirt. His face was 
swollen; there. was terror in his 
eyes; he was shivering. Kamal 
Sahai, our photographer, immedi- 
ately turned his camera towards 
the bleeding victim. The policeman 
whose hand interfered with the 
picture suddenly realised that a 
photograph was being taken, and 
rushed in front of the camera. But 


fully realised later, had been taken. 
We were brusquely told not to take 
any more pictures. Why? Who was 
- this man? We followed him into the 
kotwali, but were prevented by the 
constables holding him from talk- 
ing to him. We appealed to a senior 
officer (who had been sent to Mora- 
dabad on special duty). He was a 
very sophisticated, soft-spoken 
officer, very unlike some of his 
_ arrogant and stupid brethren on 
the police force. He finally relented 


minutes, and no pictures please. 
The man’s name was Shakeel 
"Ahmad. He had been arrested for 


canteen. He said that he used to 


_ who had brought him could not 


by this time one picture, we thank- . 


and gave us permission: a couple of 


breaking curfew, near the police. 


supply milk regularly to the 
teen, and was well-known t 
After two days (this was on 1 
he had become bored of sitting a 
home, had gone to eat a paaninthe | 
police lines and was returning . 
home along with a friend called ~ 
Babu Singh when he was nabbed by 
the police. They asked the two their 
names, told Babu Singh to push off, 
put Shakeel in the van, and beat 
him up badly before bringing him 
here. д 
And then one of the policemen 


control himself any more. He first — 
abused Shakeel Ahmad, then 
turned to us and said, *This chap 
had gone to the police lines to | 
collect information about the police | 
which he could pass on to the : 
Muslims." 

Nobody tried to deny that 
Ahmad was beaten up by the _ 
police, with fists and rifle butts. 
The police had given a typically - 
brutal, awful demonstration of ' 
their prejudice. When, in fact, the 
police realised that we were begin- 
ning to find out more than they | 
wanted exposed, they caught us by 
the elbows (and a policeman's grip 
can be a very firm one indeed) and 
escorted us out. What fate awaited — 
Shakeel Ahmad I do not know, but1 
have little doubt that the police- 
men took their revenge on him for | 
having the temerity to talk so | 
frankly to us. Even assuming that | _ 
Ahmad was guilty of something— _ 
and the policemen we talked to had | — 
nothing but vague suspicion and | 
reeking prejudice as their reasons . 
for what they did—what right did 
the policemen have to beat him up 
in such a fashion? It was pure 
coincidence that our photographer 
was there, and we were there, an 
the photographer's opportune cli 
recorded this one instance of 
ality for the magazin 
many Shakeel Ahmad 
Moradabad? Perhay 
begin to understand now wt 
"minorities have so little fa 
organisations like the РАС. _ 


during elections; he is not given too 
much social respect. But that enemy is 
there, waiting for the Muslim mind to 
be provoked; he is waiting for the day 
when the Muslims of a village, of a 
city, of a district, of a state, of the 
country, will reject their secular 
leadership and turn to him. He is 
waiting and dreaming for that day, I 
saw this enemy lurking in one mohal- 
lah of Moradabad He was a тедеп 
of that mohallah. We went in to talk 

the Muslims about what happened, 
and they began narrating their experi- 
ences, showing us the wounds on the 
bodies of their children; and on the 


hearts of the adults. Then this man _ 
walked in. He was large, bloated. His — 
pyjama stopped above the ankle. His 
thin regulation moustache drew a 
black line above the upper lip. He had 
small eyes that stared keenly at us; | 
were they wondering why we ‘do 
gooders’ had come? Did our presenci 
reduce one weapon in his arsenal? E 
sat there quietly, waiting, liste 
watching. Waiting to be recogr 
us as The Leader. Every muscle 
face, every dart. f 

My time has come. 
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How I spent Indepen 


dence Day, 


have been trying to sell the theory that 
the majority of the deaths resulted 
from the stampede, then why were 
there comparatively so few stampede . 
victims in hospital?) A couple of arson 
victims were also there. The patients 


1980 | 


a | 
3 nt in Moradabad | the 
hotographer, describes the day пере | the 
VIJYENDRA TYAGI, a photog EET cil pod 2j е ро 
е ill lyi ttere ‹ : | 0 
T about seven thirty in Brickbats меге CUN An and the friends and the PAC that I was more | an 
i the tele- the road outside the lagan, dam- familiar with Muslims than they were: | A 
the Dun journalist shamianas next to the road were m i trusted them enough to go and тес | pig 
friend was phoning from aged. I Started taking PI abi them, I said. I went. | a 
h TENS building (which then, some people from t d i ht in As soon as I reached the Muslims, — | be 
ffic fal numberof Hindu community who lived rig id they said they would show me things | n 
ER e oii ео Blue (come there front of the Idgah, came to us and sal which the police and the others were the 
ENS Dany of journalists Wes (REUS сео органе ТОЙС о. not too Кееп to show us. Bullet marks thi 
ing | dabad in a few mi- mitted here. EIOUD i s on the walls of the Idgah, where the Í «p 
EI Е them ifI меге standing near by and ШОНЫ police had fired to either kill or wound | a 
wanted. We first went to see the talk to the Punjabi : indus T ara Muslims. Hundreds of slippers left | 2А 
inister of State for Railways Мг С. К. distance , but not too far У, | behind by children and adults who ran — | if 
Jaffer Sharief: he had been to Morada- corner on one UEM inea i ee in panic. Somebody cried that this was | qu 
bad, and told us his version of the three or four Mm ie s PAC his eight-year-old daughter's slippers; — | at 
: i ast nine, we going towards them when the body else said this was his child Î 
EXER Ar ten zo ns р 30 after a  Jawans saw these Muslims, went to- auus clippers and dopatra сЕ | ДУ 
Eram A е reached the wards them and said, “Aap log ander a thé other journalists СЕИ | x 
outskirts of Moradabad, ошер: са en гаша. СЕ Wil з and ses this; they came, and about a | по 
ji 1" (Go inside, 2 | 
was to get curfew pene he ug ee The РАС had absolutely no ец zap lina oae А aor o | d 
ee dite was sitting at the objection to the e ere 5 Bad 4 lot of Hindus and harijans | ha 
kotwali. We turned towards the kotwa- wandering about wit SUE ked the among his patients, took us to the | we 
li, and finally reached there after at least 25 of them. When I as | d. nearby mosque, where the rough саг- | po 
being stopped several times by police- PAC officer why Hindus were allowed- А hich Muslims prayed were jo 
URP апте to see our curfew to wander around with us, but the ES on m eh che blood: e | BE 
Dies When they learnt that we Muslims were being shooed away, he nens ds. dud whose walls БОЗИИ | th 
were a group of journalists and we started meung а EE ateart marks of pn Someone told Û | th 
нара ГТ is СК а the Ida: and the road of that mohal- а few bodies. were i lying near by. Е 
UN Qo kotwali, the DM was not Ja leads away from the main road on Vr Die la m ыс E ac 
present, but we met some senior police which we were standing. I walked tH t RE dem see thatay th 
"officers. They immediately began reel- towards this mohalla and could still s EM been removed ye MIN. ga 
ing off figures and arguments trying to see some Muslims beckoning to me to which ha bnar [s m E. 5 | Ve 
substantiate how justified the police соте and hear their story. I wanted to Jawans sal t at S 4 Mis E | ita 
were in all they had done. We said, ро, but the PAC advised me to stay ап army Jawan who had co m | 52 
after a while, that we wanted to visit away from those “dangerous ele- leave. While this discussion was sti | th 
the place where the trouble had be- : с | а 
gim, and please could we have curfew 0/9 woman who lost her son SE "i | 
passes. But some police officers re- ae Poe ER | с} 
plied that the situation in the city was бк др" | th 
very bad, and advised us not to go into " e | ta 
the city but return to Delhi after this & | be 
chat with the police. They could not | m 
assure us safe conduct. But we took | Qi 
our passes and proceeded towards the | уг 
hospital where the wounded were i | li 
lying. | | SQ 
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were in a terrible state. Many of the 
wounds had been simply bandaged 
without any proper medicines having 
been applied. Patients had little or 
nothing to eat for the two days that 
they were there. Most were moaning in 
pain. The doctors complained about 
lack of facilities and amenities; the 
doctor in charge admitted that pa- 
tients had died in hospital. There were 
many wounded still on the verandahs. 
We went towards the Idgah. On the 


way, near the bus stand, we were 
stopped by some people who we disco- ^. | 
vered were Youth Congress(I) activ- 4 "А 
ists. We carried on towards the Idgah. - i Р: | иб A 
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se, which was hidden by a 
e of cloth. It seemed to me that 
Dee was more than one body behind 
the layer of cloth. (Interestingly, the 
policemen had the same explanation 
of a jawan on leave lying dead for 
another body floating face down in a 
pig swill nearby.) By this time Deven- 
dra Pandey, a Congress(I) MLA, also 
reached the spot. Other people had 
begun gathering too. A harijan came 
and began driving the pigs away from 
the shrouded body. I asked him how 
this riot had started, and he replied: 
“Babuji, sach puchiye to yeh jhagra 
nahin. Yahan to police ne namaaz 
parhte hue logo pe goli chalaee." (Sir, 
if you want the truth, this was not a 
quarrel. Here, the police simply fired 
at people praying). 

This harijan said that he was an 
eyewitness to the whole episode. "It 
was after 9.30, and the prayers were 
not over, when a pig entered the area 
where the people were praying. A 
Muslim asked a policeman how the pig 
had entered during the prayers, and 
wanted the police to remove it. The 
policeman replied that it was not his 
job to remove pigs. The Muslims 
praying then turned around and asked 
the policemen what their job was if 
they could not remove the.pigs. There 
was an altercation. Somebody from up 
front told the police thatthey should 
not behave like this. But just due to 
this bit of provocation, the police be- 
gan to use their Jathis, and within a 
very, very short while, they started 
lobbying teargas shells and firing. This 
was the origin of the trouble, and now 
the police are trying to make this into 
a communal war.” 

After that I went to the police 
chowki which had been attacked by 
the Muslims after the police firing had 
taken its toll on Id day. Furniture had 
been destroyed. The police there told 
me about how they had suffered here. 
On my way back I saw some shops 
which had been burnt (they were Mus- 
lim shops, I learnt later). At this point, 
some policemen caught me, and began 
to get abusive and aggressive. “Ise 
thana le. chalo,” (Take him to the 
thana) said one constable, but then an 
officer came and set me free. 

. Our group then left to visit a rela- 
tive of Devendra Pandey, who is in 
charge of the bus station at Morada- 

ad. The people of the mohalla soon 
gathered around us, and told us stories 
О how Muslims had scaled walls on Id 
я Э © Дре the police, and how the 

tied people were running for safe- 
ty ath children in their hands. “We 

id not do a thing. It was the police.” 
en told us how they were sending 
MS or the children of curfew-bound 

a ims if they could do so. 
itj pment to the kotwali after that, 
t the journalists began talking to 
MR dramatic DM, whose mouth 
rds with pan. I slipped away 

egan walking towards some 
looted shops in the Ba 

Це ahead, a sub-inspector and a few 
policemen were playing cards. As I 


zaar nearby. A. 
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body.I knew personally, who live: 
Moradabad. Once again I asked wi 
had happened, and once again I! 
what everyone else had been saying: 
“This was a straight case of police 
violence on Muslims, and the polic 
was now desperately trying to conver 
this into a communal! problem : 
the mark of shame on their hea 
would be forgotten. The police and ! 
administration were to blame. Th 
were trying to link up the ev 
the story of the July 24 
between harijans and M 
were trying to introduce di 
ments. But this was all a c 
At ten minutes pi 
Moradabad foi 
ар night we 


approached, one of them asked, “Kyon 
be, kahan jaa raha hai?" (Where are 
you going?) I explained that I was a 
photo-journalist who had come down 
from Delhi. The sub-inspector ordered 
his force to catch me; immediately 
they held me. I showed them the 
curfew pass. In response one of the 
PAC jawans abused me: “Have you 
come here to get your mather raped? ^ 
I asked him not to abuse me. I showed 
the pass again, this time to the officer. 
Who replied: “This is a curfew pass, 
not a pass to take photographs. If you 
value your life, get out immediately!” 


I rejoined my group and told them 
the story, and was rebuked for wander- 
ing alone. The time had also come, we 
all agreed, to go back to Delhi. Just at 
this point I saw a familiar face; some- 
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which was pasted in Ballimara ; 
Hindustan ki azadi, 1980 Ba Vu 
Musalmanon ko battaur barbadi ? 
Akhir is mulk mein yeh tohfe kab tak 


gouna se Janoof tak ke vakyat ke liye 
deti ? Aaj yaume siah pur-am i 

se manaen, aur Morada bai ke sarike 

don aur: Hind mein shahid tamam 

ива]; 

kares. ! 
pur-aman taur par karen. Muslim 
Member Parliament aure samaji kar- 
koon bhi hukumat-e-hind se ehtijaz 
karen. (The gift of Independence Day 
1980—destruction of Muslims ? How 
long will we keep on getting such 

+ ‘gifts’ in this nation ? Why doesp'tgowr р 


The Delhi Riots 


— - * 
Agitated Muslims Ranen гамета PARYA Was «right 


outrage. SHUBHARATA 


for the Moradabad 


there in the heart of old Delhi when the riots were 


taking place on 15 August. 


ORADABAD dominated 


: Delhi on 15 August this 
year. The day began with 

х the Prime Minister start- 
ing her speech from the 


in 
ramparts of the Red Fort with an 
expression of grief over the unfortun- 
ate incidents in Moradabad two days 
earlier. Within five hours of Mrs Gan- 
dhi. having assured action against 
those guilty of the Moradabad inci- 
dents, *whether they were officials or 
non-officials,” violence erupted in the 
walled city of Delhi, within two 
-kilometres of the spot from where the 
Prime Minister had addressed the na- 
tion in the morning. The mob frenzy, 
‘which lasted from around one in the 
‘afternoon till around 4.30 pm, left two 
‘dead, including a six-year-old girl, and 
over a hundred injured. Over twenty 
‘shops were gutted in the Chawri Bazar, 
Nai Sarak and Ballimaran areas. A 
Wolkswagen van and an Ambassador 
car were burnt in Urdu Bazar, and at 
Jeast 30 rickshaws were gutted. 
7. There had been tension in Delhi 
from the Id day. On 13 August, there 
was communal violence in the Pan- 
chkuian Road area near Connaught 
Place after Id prayers. On 14 August, 
there was some tension in the Bada- 
liyan Mohalla of Churiwalan in the 
walled city following eve-teasing by 
some Muslims. The daughter of a local 
physician, Dr Jogeshwar Nath, Anju 
Gupta, an advocate, was allegedly 
teased when she was leaving for work. 
» But these incidents were not the 
catalysts for the 15 August carnage; it 
was Moradabad. After the news of 
olice firing at Moradabad reached 
! elhi, .Preparations were made for 
Observing a black day, on Independ- 
ence Day. Posters appeared on August 
14, and black flags were hoisted by 
шеш: in many areas, even on the 
oundary railing of the Jama Masjid. 
= A handwritten poster in Urdu, 


nilenge ? Mashrik se Magrib aur 


amari hakoomat kyon nahin dhyan 


оп Ке Пуе duan mukfarat 
zhtijaz siah petian baandh kar 


government pay any attention to these 
incidents taking place in the east, 
west, north and the south ? Observe a 
*black day' today in a peaceful way 
and offer prayers for the martyrs of 
Moradabad and the Muslims killed all 
over the country. Observe the protest 
by wearing black bands, but maintain 
peace. Muslims MPs and social work- 
ers too should protest to the govern- 
ment of India). 

The poster was not signed by any 
person or any organisation but bore 
the legend: Sogwaran, Dilli Shahr (The 
mourners of Delhi city). 


There were many versions as to 
how the violence started. According to 
one, the speech delivered by the Shahi 
Imam of Jama Masjid on the occasion 
of the Jumma (Friday) prayers was 
inflammatory, and the rioting started 
after the prayer meeting dispersed. A 
violent mob carrying black flags left 
the mosque after the namaz and broke 
open the lock of a handicrafts shop 
owned by a Sikh in the corner of 
Chawri Bazar behind the mosque. This 
was followed by looting of a few neigh- 
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bouring shops. A group of Hindus haq 
collected in the Barsaboola Chowk 
(the junction of Chawri Bazar and Naj 
Sarak); they rushed foward to save the 
shops and a clash took place. 

Another version said that the troy. 
ble started in Charkhewalan during а 
flag hoisting ceremony presided over 
by the local Сопргеѕ5(1) MP, Bhikhu 
Ram Jain. It is said that while the 
function was going on, a group of 
Muslims approached Mr Jain and 
asked him to put on a black badge and 
join them at a protest rally at 4 pm, 
Some Hindus there protested against 
the show of black badges at a fla 
hoisting ceremony, and tension fo]. 
lowed. 

According to yet another version 
the trouble took place due to a clash at 
the trijunction of Charkhewalan, Balli- 
maran and Jogiwara. Án Independ. 
ence Day function was organised by 
the Shiv Shakti Parishad in which the 
Bhartiya Janata Party leader, Murli 
Manohar Joshi was invited. While the 
flag hoisting ceremony was on, a group 
of black flag-waving Muslim youth 
reached there from the Ballimaran 
side around 1 pm and tried to pull 
down the national tricolour. According 
to the Jogiwara Congress(I) leader, 
Satish Jain, one local BJP worker, 
Tara Chand, went and caught hold of 
the flagpole and prevented the flag 
from being pulled down. Soon after- 
wards, arson started and shops were 
looted and set on fire. The owners of 
the looted shops at the trijunction 
belonged to both communities. 


Black flag and poster on the peripheral railings of Jama Masjid. Poster 


reads:“Stop slaughter of Muslims". 


RIZAL a 


RU 


Digitized by Sarayu Foundation Trust, Delhi and eGangotri 


Apparently the mob did not disting- 
uish between them on communal lines. 


HEN we reached the affected 

area around 4 pm, I found the 
jeep (JKN 4313) of the commandant of 
the 20th Battalion, CRPF, D.A. Dha- 
nanjay, parked outside the gates of 
Kasturba Gandhi hospital opposite the 
Netaji Subhash park. "Zabardast 
pathrao ho raha hai, sir” (Heavy ston- 
ing is on, sir)—the message came over 
the radio from one of the units posted 
somewhere in the riot-hit area. A little 
further on, we met Mehboobali Zia, 
the city DCC(I) secretary, who was 
trying to maintain calm in the Urdu 
Bazar.Smoke was rising from, behind 
the Masjid from the Chawri Bazar 
side, and some sounds of firing could 
be heard. There was no rioting in Urdu 
Bazar. The flag of the Indian Union 
Muslim League was flying at half-mast 
on top of the IUML office opposite the 
mosque. 

We went then to the Esplanade 
Road side, on the other end of the 
Jama Masjid, and found the Hindu 
residents there in a belligerent mood, 
though no untoward incident was re- 
ported there. The police had managed 
to reach there in time to maintain 
peace: We moved towards Chandni 
Chowk en route to Nai Sarak. The 
busiest market of the city was com- 
pletely deserted. Only pigeons were 
sitting outside the busy town hall at 
the Ghantaghar Chowk. There was no 
sign of arson in Nai Sarak either, but 
when we reached the Barsaboola 
Chowk, tension was visible on every 
face. The people there complained 
that the police did not do anything to 
prevent the shops being set afire. 


At 5 pm police commissioner Pri- 
tam Singh Bhinder came to the Barsa- 
boola Chowk in his car (DEB 1400). 
Almost simultaneously, the police 
loudspeakers announced the prom- 
ulgation of curfew. *It's a bad situa- 
tion. It is unfortunate for a policeman 
to handle a situation like this. My men 
have done a good job, otherwise a lot 
of lives would have been lost. But we 
policemen are always blamed for inac- 
tion," Bhinder said, when asked to 
comment on the situation on the spot. 
Tilak Raj Kakkar, the deputy commis- 
sioner of police (central) had blood 
oozing from his lips. His colleague, A. 
K. Singh, DCP (north) had been rushed 
to a hospital after they both had been 
hurt in the brickbatting that had fol- 
lowed the burning of shops. Mr Kakkar 
said that he had been at the Nukkar 
Chawri from 11 am. The trouble had 
started at 1.45 pm. He had two com- 
Бае .of policemen with him in the 

e&inning; by five in the evening there 
were six companies (one company 
comprises 120 men). *There has been 
no police firing so far, only teargas- 
208 І do not know the exact number 
of shells fired; we are yet to count,” 
said Mr Kakkar. He replied in the 
negative when asked if the Imam was 
responsible for the riots. “There are 


Some unruly elements h sides,” 
he said. en рош sides: 


. We then moved to the Ballimaran 
side, as reports of arson had come in 
from there. Rama Shankar, a local 
Congress(I) ex-councillor, was sitting 
at the entrance of the Ballimaran's 
narfow entrance. He said that there 
was a lot of tension among the Hindus 
of Katra Neel, across the road, who 
wanted to attack the predominantly 
Muslim areas of Ballimaran, so he and 
his followers had decided to stand 
guard. He said that the district Con- 
gress(I) president, Shamim Ahmed 
Siddiqui, was organising relief inside 
the Ballimaran locality. He was critical 
of the police and the fire brigade, who, 
he said, were too slow in reacting to 
the situation. He disclosed that around 
1.30 pm some Congress(I) leaders from 
the area had informed P. K. Dhawan 
about the tension, and Dhawan had 
telephoned the Lt. Governor, Jagmo- 
han, but the report from the LG’s 
office had been that the situation was 
under control. 


As we moved into the Ballimaran 
area, we found ‘brickbats and broken 
soda water bottles strewn all over. We 
met Mr Siddiqui near Katra Alam Beg, 
off house no 2343, Ballimaran. A row 
of shops selling rubber mats had been 
set on fire, and fire engines were busy 
trying to contain the arson. Two own- 
ers of the gutted shops had reached 
the spot and they were trying to sal- 
vage whatever was left. Srichand Gup- 
ta of Allied Marketing Company said 
that everything in his shop was des- 
troyed; but he had insurance cover. 
The fate of Mr Ram Lal, also a owner 
of a rubber sheets shop, was worse. His 
scooter, DLW 9674, was parked inside 
the shop and that too had been burnt. 
The victims complained that the fire 
brigade had arrived late and there was 
no arrangement for adequate water. 


Siddiqui took us inside a Katra, 
where he showed us the body of Sabir 
Ali, the 26-year-old rickshaw puller, 
who was felled by a rioter's bullets. 
Ali had two bullet wounds near his 


neck; his brother, Akhtar Ali, also a 


rickshaw-puller, said that Sabir had 
finished his day's work that afternoon 
and was returning home after deposit- 
ing his rickshaw when he was caught 
in a crossfire between two groups of 
rioters and died. Mr Siddiqui said that 
for three hours the body had been 
lying in the mohalla. He had informed 
the police and the fire brigade, but 
they did not seem bothered about 
removing the body. Sabir had married 
only three months back. His wife, 
Shohra Begum, was away àt her pa- 
rents’ place that day. 


We then moved towards the trijunc- 
tion of Ballimaran, Jogiwara and Char- 
khewalan. The entire route presented 
the worst sight of destruction. Smoke 
filled the air, burning the eyes. At the 
predominantly Hindu locality of Jogi- 
wara we found that the local Congres- 
%(Т) and BJP leaders were presenting 
identical versions, about the riots, 
though Mr Satish Jain, who was 
formerly a DCC(1) general secretary, 
differed with the RSS leaders when he 
insisted that he had seen elderly Mus- 
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.shops. When we left Jogiwara апа 


` their hands invitations to various 


lim leaders trying to pacify the rioters | 
and pleading with them not to loot 


re-entered Ballimaran, Mr Jain’s ver- _ 
sion seemed the truth; both Muslim - 
and Hindu shopkeepers had been 
looted. 


e the riots have been pre _ 
vented ? After the Moradabad out- - 
rage, even a layman could have gues- 
sed that the Muslims of the walled city ' 
of Delhi would react. The authorities 
obviously knew about it : One news- 
paper office was alerted about the 
impending tension by an intelligence 
agency official at 1 pm. From a cursory - 
survey of the affected areas it was 
evident that the violence was preplan- у 
ned. The initial anger was against ће 
police; the black flag-carrying Mus- Te 
lims had shouted, Allah-o-Akbar and — 
UP Police murdabad before attacking 
the shops in Nukkar Chawri. 
But in an area like the walled city, 
no violence can ever remain non- 
communal due to the history of mutual 
suspicions among the Hindus and the 
Muslims. And the narrow lanes of old 
Delhi are easy conduits -for the mis- 
chievous rumours which start floating f 
after every riot. On 15 August, a story 
spread that Muslims had decided to 
loot shops, so a big crowd of Hindus 
had gathered at Barsaboola even be- 
fore trouble had started. The moment 
one shop was looted, Hindus retalt: | 
ated. Soon, rumours went round Mus: | 
lim localities that Hindus had looted _ 
Muslim shops. After that, there was no 
stopping. Mr 
Interestingly, in Ballimaran, there : 
is a permanent police outpost, with 1 
armed policemen on duty, at a spot 
less than 20 yards away where the 
shops of rubber sheets and a diamond 
merchant were looted. Apparently the 
police did not act in time. Even the — 
district Congress(I) leaders com: - 
plained about the ineffectiveness of. — 
the police and the fire brigade. А 
At 6.50 pm оп 15 August, а com- — 
pany of the Artillery Regiment of ће | 
army marched into Chawri Bazar from —— 
the Jama Masjid side, with light _ 
machine guns, carbines and Ichhapur - 
semi-automatics on the ready. Preced- 
ing the marching column was an Army 
jeep. No. ZB 40098, in which sat addi- 
tional district magistrate Arora with a 
microphone in hand, and announced 
that curfew was on and no one should 
move out of his house. The govern- 
ment of India was now in full com- 
mand of the situation—but should it 
nor have been in command much ear- _ 
ier. ae 
We moved towards the Urdu Baz 
police outpost, where the SHO, ins| 
tor Mauji Khan, was issuing с 
passes. Along with us in the q 
were Muslims and Hindus who he 


pendence Day furictions, ii 
mushairas organised by vario 
ernment and non-governme 
cies. While the situatio 
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By CHANDRA SHEKHAR 


HE people's enthusiasm 

of 1971, the darkness of 

1975, the hope of 1977 

and the frustrating end of 

the Janata in 1979 

marked the Seventies. Seldom in his- 

tory has such a serious sequence of 

events been squeezed into such a short 
period. 

The new decade looks like being 

still worse. On both the political and 


A human skull in a,Tripura village 
z TONO 


economic fronts, the situation is explo- 
sive. India is sitting on powder: one 
fuse is enough to ignite the whole 
country. Almost all the fibres—social, 
moral, economic and political—that 
constitute a nation are undergoing 
serious strain; the whole system seems 
to be on the brink of collapse. 

The Press is burdened every day 
with tragic news about rape, murder, 
police firings and atrocities against 


aaliauea epedaie: 


anj. Lucknow 


A urê, Hazratg 


weaker sections. Police 
students—five killed; Mass rape 

2 : of 

tribal women near Gonda village. 

woman was burnt after rape: А 
women committed suicide іп Den? 
-these are the headlines. The Bagh y 
incident was a gruesome tragedy: Pat 
hangs one's head in shame at the ve 
thought of it. And yet, people seen 
be devoid of sensitiveness to sue 
crimes committed against humanity. Į 
is not just apathy and indifference. 
fear has overtaken them. B 

The reaction of the ruling elite i 
even more callous. It makes the oppo. 
sition its scapegoat for its lapses, and 
conveniently ignores its weaknesses 
The Chief Minister of Uttar Pradesh 
confessed that a heinous crime had 
been committed against Maya Tyagi 
but he was “unable” to take any action 
against the police, who, if they did not 
perpetrate the crime, at least failed to 
protect her. Such indignity against 
womanhood in a city in broad daylight 
was not heard of even during colonia] 
rule! So, while the state is ruthless, the 
people are overcome by a fear psych. 
osis; they are anxiety-ridden, alien- 
ated. And the opposition, on the other 
hand, suffers from a sense of self. 
righteousness. The various Parties 
seem to'be vying with each other to 
inflate and exaggerate the propaganda 
yalue of such, incidents; they will not 
agree to make a common cause to fight 
against the evil. 

Such incidents as at Baghpat only 
confirm how the baser elements in 
human beings, their barbarity and 
savagery, have gained the upper hand 
under the protection of a ruling elite. 
But there is a still more serious vio- 
lence being perpetrated by the state. 
The only answer that the state seems 
to have for social conflict is greater 
violence. Whether it is a caste or 
communal riot, or whether there are 
social tensions and conflicts, the au- 
thorities consider police firing the 
only way to restore ‘law and order’. 
The old concept of the police raj 
persists, and all the talk of *modernisa- 
tion’ in administration seems to be a 
deception. З 

How сап one explain the Kafalta 
outrage in UP or the Belchi killings 1n 
Bihar? What is happening in Assam; 
Mizoram and Tripura? Mass killings by 
one section of the people against 
another, make a mockery of the au- 
thorities entrusted to, maintain law 


fire on 


and order. Hundreds of dead bodies 


were reported to have been recovere 
from some places! If such a state 0 
affairs persists, the very basis of civil- 
ised. society will collapse; and the 
future of democracy will be in total 
jeopardy. Я 
The situation is alarming. And the 
response from those in charge is not 
only inadequate but agonising. Eve 
on vital issues there is an endeavour 
for a joint, non-partisan effort to solve 
the problem; there is no initiative ® 
forge a unity for cohesive action t 
resolve these problems. On the con 
trary the people in authority feel satis: 
fied after indulging in acrimonious 
wrangles, and waste their energy 


| 


| 
| 
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trying to find scapegoatsDI9lüzed pesa 


lame excuses. $ ae 
ЧР there are serious implications of 


is happening in Assam. In Tri- 
s Ans Pr Бас are totally disen- 
chanted with the authorities. There is 
growing dissatisfaction among the peo- 
le in Manipur, and in some parts of 
the North East a virtual insurgency 1s 
taking place. All this deserves more 
serious attention of the nation. The 
government cannot treat it as just a 
law and order problem, nor should one 
feel satisfied by describing it as the 
handiwork of some foreign powers, or 
the political manoeuvring of some 
communal forces. Further, the use of 
coercive power is not the answer to 
these problems. 

The malaise is deeprooted. It has 
affected and sapped the vitality of the 
country’s body politic. How can one 
ensure that a similar movement will 
not take place in Darjeeling by the 
Nepali-speaking residents for a Gor- 
khaland, or by the adivasis in Chota- 
nagpur in Bihar, or by the tribals in 
Ahmednagar or Vidharba in Mahar- 
ashtra, or the people of Uttarakhand 
in UP, or by the Maithili-speaking 


people in Bihar? One shudders to: 


think of the situation; it could be 
similar to the one before the partition 
of India. And did the country’s parti- 
tion solve the problems—communal or 
otherwise? The disease we are 
afflicted by is like a festering sore; if it 
is not cured in time, it may prove 
cancerous, and the country’s integrity 
and unity may be threatened. The 
problem of the Assamese, or the trib- 
als in Tripura, is as real and genuine as 
the problem of the refugees in Assam. 
The problem is simple: exploitation 
and poverty. 

Why did the tribals in Tripura re- 
sort to killings? Why did the Assamese 
go опа 10-month-old agitation against 
"foreigners"? These questions are as 
pertinent and relevant as the question, 
why was there an influx of refugees 
into Assam? Let us go deep into the 
facts. India is in reality, a multi- 
national country; it has a pluralistic 
society. For years there has been dis- 
crimination between one linguistic 
group against another; and exploita- 
tion by the affluent of the poor. 
Today, there is an awakening among 
the people in backward areas. Above 
all, the instinct of self-preservation is 
arousing them. 

They are inflammable . material, 
susceptible to those arousing passion, 
trying to create a conflagration by 
whipping up chauvinism, mutual dis- 
trust, apprehension and discord. But 
what attempt has been made to bring 
about unity among different social 
groups? 

The basic problem in this country is 
poverty; it is the root-cause of all this 
trouble. The refugees from. Bang- 
ladesh settled in Assam in search of 
their livelihood. The tribal people in 
Tripura are facing a genuine threat to 
their economic existence. The 
Assamese are equally genuinely 


apprehensive about being overthrown 
by the outsiders, 


in our country now, thi 
little difference between a 
democratic rule and a perso- 
nalised one. 


The country is supposed to be en- 
gaged in a grim struggle against pover- 
ty. The truth is, we have, by and large, 
failed in our battle against it. Our 
achievement has not been able to 


assure a subsistence income to our. 


people. If we fail to appreciate this 
problem, we cannot win our battle for 
unity and integrity of the country. The 
problem is a human one. This is a 
battle for existence being waged by 
those who live in despair. No sabre- 
rattling, or chauvinism, can solve it. If 
we are serious about solving this prob- 
lem, we have to create a new ethos of 
nation-building in India. 


prece enough, politics in In- 
dià has become a game of sheer 
manipulation and manoeuvring. Its 
moral base has been completely 
eroded; hypocrisy and manipulative 
political acrobatics have become the 
norm in public life. Persons holding 
high posts indulge in this game with 
impunity, and the people do not resist. 
Why was the Belchi tragedy made a 
national issue? Was the Kafalta out- 
rage, which took place under a Con- 
gress(I) government, any less serious 
than the Belchi one? The Baghpat 
incident was sought to be made a 
non-issue, while the Narayanpur epi- 
sode (which occurred when the Lok 
Dal was in power in UP) was given 
extraordinary attention. This cannot 
be explained in any other terms but as 
a blatant and sinister design to take 
political advantage of human misery. 
This is what is called double standards 
in public life. 

Then again, why has there been of 
late a lower rate of economic growth; 
industrial stagnation; reduction of em- 
ployment opportunities; worsening 
law and order situation and a stagger- 
ing price hike of sugar and other 
essential commodities? If the econo- 
mic situation is so grim, what steps has 
the government taken to improve it? 
Why has there been dubious be- 
haviour in Assam? Or why is dissen- 
sion in Kashmir being fomented? 
These are the realities of political life 
which have become the norm in this 
country. What a tragedy! People are 
interested in politicisation of human 
miseries, not in solving them. 

After freedom, we had promised to 
bring about social change through par- 
liamentary democracy. This was the 
cornerstone of our national unity and 
integration. This would have been pos- 
sible only if we could fix our priorities 
and make proper utilization of our 
Scarce resources. But these objectives 
were thrown to the winds. If peaceful 
social transformation does not take 
place, the system is bound to be disci: - 
dited, and sometime the: strain will 
become too much. Wittingly or unwit- 
tingly, that stage is dangerously close. 
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GangottWorse, in our country now, there 


"recently in UP: the decisions were 


little difference between a democratic 
rule and a personalised one; whereas. 
the two should be quite contradictory 
to each other. Further, in a democratic 
set-up, the bureaucracy should be ims - 
partial. But this impartiality has been 
deliberately destroyed. Take for inst- — 
ance, the mass transfers of officers 


based on proven loyalty rather than — 
merit. 

When such things happen they are 
bound to vitiate the whole atmos- 
phere. And in such a culture, who has 
the time for mass mobilisation for 
nation-building activities? 

The nation is in great danger today. —__ Ў 
Yet there is little appreciation of the = 
gravity of the situation by political __ 
leaders. Tragically enough, the ruling 
group is engaged in deification of 
individuals (to the extent of total ех 
tinction of human dignity) rather than 
attending to the serious problems of 
the country. There is a constant effort 1 - 
to create new gods. What an irony that 4 
democratically elected people in ге __ 
sponsible positions choose to talk ab- : 
out a successor from one family only in N^ 
this country! It does not even prick [ 
their conscience. How can any sincere = 
effort be made by these persons to | 
involve the people in solving the prob- E 
lems of the nation? : 4 

On the other hand, there is no — — 
streak of optimism among the leaders ; d 
of the opposition. Those who were 
responsible for destroying the unity of 7 
what is now the opposition, have sud- 
denly become protagonists of unity. 
While they successfully managed to 
bring the country to this catastrophic 
situation, they have no sense of re- $ 
pentance or regret. Yet they make  - 
claims to be fighters against oppres- ` 
sion and injustice. They can hardly 
evoke any confidence among the 
people. 

The indications are ominous. The 
stake is higher today than ever before. 
The system of parliamentary democra- 
cy.itself is in serious peril Booth- 
capturing by force; the apathy among 
the people about their right to exer- 
cise their franchise; the role of mone 
and musclemen in the elections: a 
this has struck at the roots of democra- 
cy. The answer does not lie in the 
ability of the ruling Party to manage 
its affairs and to retain its power; nor 
will the unity of various heter- _ 
ogeneous elements among the opposi- _ 
tion led by old and outdated leaders _ 
provide an alternative. i iS 

But if there is pessimism all around, _ 
there is also a ray of hope. The solu- 
tion has to be found outside the con; 
tours of the present political Parties. 
Let us reawaken the people, particu- - 
larly the younger generation. Let ^ 
hope they will rise above petty pe 
al loyalties, prejudices, narro 
and parochialism; let them understan 
the malaise of today’s politics, and 
fight the nefarious attempts of | À 
seekers and opportunists bı 
ing and strengthening thems 
them become harbingers 
social order. — : 


HE fears, the hate and the 

blood-letting that had 

haunted the north- 

eastern state of Mizoram 

(area: 24,000 sq km; pop: 
350,000) for 15 years ‘were officially 
declared over as the Mizo National 
Front (MNF) president Laldenga cal- 
led a halt to the insurgency from 31 
July midnight and New Delhi offered a 
reprieve to the insurgents. Guitars 
twanged and hundreds of Mizos, 
cooped up in their homes (the night- 
curfew had not yet been lifted) in the 
hilltop capital Aizawl broke out into 
tribal tunes to the chimes of the 
church bells as the calander turned 
from 31 July to 1 August. 

The celebration was actually plan- 
ned for 30 July, the day Union Home 
Minister Zail Singh informed Lok 
Sabha of the truce. Mizoram's Finance 
Minister, Lalmingthenga, rang up his 
uncle Chief Minister Brigadier T. Sailo 
from New Delhi soon after. But, the 
celebrations had to be put off, as 
sirens announced the curfew. The next 
morning, however, the people danced 
themselves to exhaustion; posters hail- 
ing the agreement plastered the walls. 
Finally, the curfew was lifted on 4 
August. Boys and girls in jeans were 
back again at their favourite pas- 
time—the nulla rim (courtship). 

In October 1979, soon after his 
release from detention in Delhi’s Tihar. 
jail, Laldenga conveyed to Mrs Gandhi 


A group ‘of MNF guerrillas 
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through Yashpal Kapoor and Pranab 
Mukherjee his commitment to the In- 
dian constitution and a desire to end 
uncertainties in Mizoram. And soon 
after Mrs Gandhi’s victory at the polls 
he offered to resume negotiations 
deadlocked during the Janata regime. 
It resumed over a tandoori lunch with 
Yashpal Kapoor at the capital's five- 
star Taj Intercontinental Hotel, on 30 
January 1980. Two days later Mrs 
Gandhi wrote back: *I am glad to have 
your reiteration of the commitment 
you made to work within the 
framework of the Indian constitution". 
That set the ball rolling: 
Encouraged by this, a three- 
mémber delegation of the Mizoram 
Congress (àn affiliate of the Congress- 
I), led by its president Lalthanhawala, 
37,. (one of the few non-MNF people 
trusted by Laldenga) rushed to New 
Delhi in early February to plead for 
the resumption of the dialogue. Mrs 
Gandhi met them at her 12 Willingdon 


Crescent residence on 10 February 
and indicated during discussions that 
she was not averse to the withdrawa] 
of all treason and criminal cases pend. 
ing against Laldenga. 

. On Sunday 13 April Laldenga met: 
Mrs Gandhi for the first time in many 
years. Zail Singh, Yashpal Kapoor and 
Pranab Mukherjeé were also present, 
At the meeting Laldenga proposed to 
send some of his emissaries to the 
MNF headquarters at Chhipui near 
Bandarban in the wooded Chittagong 
Hill Tracts in Bangladesh to seek 
approval of the National Council, the 
apex policy-making body, for a halt to 
the insurgency. OK, said Mrs Gandhi. 
A wireless signal flashed from New 
Delhi asked the Lt. Governor of Mizor- 
am, N. P. Mathur, to release Aic- 
hhinga, a former MNF assistant gener- 


‘al secretary and Zaiderzauva, the MNF 


president’s frail looking brother-in-law 
who for some time was the MNF oper- 
ational commander for the Aizawl 


f 


Lor 


jail so таин ы S 
Delhi. They arriv 
roceed for Мем 28 May and were 
at a five-star hotel at govern- 
IE expone as Laldenga held a 
i f 
Kapoor and senior Home Ministry offi- 
i inally it 
cials эр 24-year-old bespectacled son 
David would accompany Aichhinga 
and Zaiderzauva to the Bangladesh 
headquarters of the MNF. } 

Monday 2 June. An IAF MI-4 heli- 
copter flew them from Aizawl to the 
border village of Parva, from where 
the trio slipped into the endless rolling 
hills of Sajek range washed by the 
river Sangu. The MNF National Coun- 
cil met for two days, 13 and 14 June at 
Chhipui presided over by the elusive 
guerrilla leader Zoramthanga, 36, a 
Mizo of Manipuri origin and the num- 
ber two in the outfit. The emissaries 
flew back to New Delhi on 24 June 
pale and exhausted after the long and 
strenuous trek down the guerrilla trail 
but excited because the Council 
favoured Laldenga’s peace initiatives. 
The same day, Laldenga met the Prime 
Minister at her South Block office. Mrs 
Gandhi told him: “The whole of north- 
east is in trouble, I need your co-. 
operation”. The aging rebel chief re- 
plied: “Our co-operation is for your 
asking”. The CBI was ordered to with- 
draw all criminal cases against Lalden- 
ga and other important MNF activists. 
Finally, on 28 July the agreement was 
signed. When Zail Singh announced it 
in the Lok Sabha on 30 July, Laldenga 
in a sweatshirt was right there beam- 
ing from the distinguished visitors’ 
gallery. 

For quite some time Laldenga had 
been telling visitors to his Chirag 
enclave residence in south Delhi that 
the ‘super powers’ and the neighbour- 
ing countries on whom he had been 
banking for support had ‘betrayed’ 
him. He could also see how desertions 


“and feuds had shrivelled\the MNF. His 


overground friends in the steering 
committee, drawn from five Mizoram 
Parties, too -wanted him to bury his 
past. And, as a devout Christian, he 
dreaded the possibilities of the tribal 
north-east going, red following the 
trend set by N. Biseswar of the PLA in 
Manipur and T. H. Muiva, a dissident 
Naga insurgent leader. Besides, his 
years in exile, first at Mirpur in Dacca, 
then at an Inter Services Intelligence 
guest house in Karachi and finally in 
New Delhi, had mellowed him con- 
siderably and made “him homesick. . 
К ДОП at Pukpui village in south 
X раш оп 11 June 1926, Laldenga 
ad studied up to the sixth standard at 
a American missionary school at 
Jowai in Meghalaya, joined the army 
uring the second world war and rose 
to the rank of a havildar clerk before 
AS was demobilised. Returning to 
izawl he got a job as a cashier in the 
аш council. Came Маи tam, the 
famine The year: 1960. Laldenga - 
anded together a few young men to 
start a relief organisation named Mizo 
ational Famine Front. The failure of 
the Assam government to rush food to 


izoram about a month after -Lalden- 
successes, on 21 March. The next 
14 years witnessed sporadic acts of 
insurgency which included ambushes, 
extortion of taxes, recruitment of 
volunteers and intimidation of the 
non-Mizos. In early 1975, the insur- 
gents stormed the Aizawl police head- 
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the starving Mizo hills (then a district 
of Assam) incensed the Mizos and 
Laldeng& promptly cashed in on their 
anger to advocate secession. The MNF 
was born on 12 October 1962. In De- 
cember 1963, Laldenga slipped into 
the then East Pakistan to seek arms 
but was caught near the Karimganj 
border in the Cachar District of Assam 
while returning to India. He explained 
that he had gone to East Pakistan “to 
meet the Mizo brethren in Pakistan on 
the border”. -Accepting the explana- 
tion, the then Assam Chief Minister B. 
P. Chaliha released him. 

Soon after his release, Laldenga 
renewed his efforts to set up and 
enlarge insurgent bases in and around 
the Mizo hills. Arms- came in boats 
through the river Karnaphuli, in East 
Pakistan. Having built up an armoury 
at Hunmuam near Lunglei, Laldenga: 
on 21 January 1966 wrote to the then 
Indonesian President Sukarno: “Poli- 
tical self-determination and creation 
of a separate homeland are the only 
wishes of my people". Soon after, 


Laldenga and 58 of his lieutenants. 


issued a two-page unilateral declara- 
tion of independence from Kulikawn, 
the then headquarters of the MNF.. 
When the number of recruits: in the 
MNF and its armed wing, the Mizo. 
National Army (MNA), soared to about 
10,000, Laldenga launched a major 
offensive on the midnight of 28 Febru- 
ary 1966. Code named *Operation 
Jericho’, the attack caught the secur- 
ity forces totally unawares. Working 
“оп a blueprint prepared by the MNF’s. 
General Swamvela, the insurgents 
swiftly took over the key towns of 
Aizawl, Lunglei, Champai and De- 
magiri, without much resistance. An 
army brigade marched into Aizawl 
only on 7 March and with IAF Hunters 
strafing the rebel positions, the secur- 
ity forces finally gained control of 
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quarters and gunned down three top 
police officers including the IG. 


olive branch dangling. At least six 
groups of his emissaries met Union 
government officials and the intelli- 
gence operatives at different places in 


The most sensational of these meet- 


Curiously, Laldenga also kept the 


the country and abroad since 1970. 


ings was the one between Lianzuala, a 
top MNF functionary, and intelligence 
branch officials at an army base near 
Silchar in February 1973. The Mizor- 
am police who had put Lianztala at 
the top of its *wanted' list did not even 
know for years that such a meeting 
had taken place. In November 1973, 
another meeting was held between 
Laldenga's men and intelligence offi- 
cials, this time in faraway Kabul. Then 
another at Bangkok. Finally, the nego- 
tiations conducted by a senior RAW 
operative, H. R. Hasanwalia (code 
name: Shingal) with Laldenga him- 
self, first in Geneva and then in Col- 
ogne in 1975-76 bore fruit. 

On 29 August 1975 Laldenga wrote 
to Mrs Gandhi that if: she offered 
religious and cultural safeguards for 
the Mizos, then he was prepared to call 
truce. Laldenga moved on to Cologne 
in early December 1975, after a holi- 
day in Rome. There, other top MNF 
leaders, Chawngzuala (the then MNF 
Chairman), Tiangchuaka, Biakchhun- 
ga and Lalhleia joined him. And, final- 
ly on 24 January 1976, Laldenga ar- 
rived in New Delhi to negotiate the 
terms of a settlement with Mrs Gandhi 
on an explicit understanding that he 
would be free to leave New Delhi 
whenever-he wanted to. The break- 
through was achieved earlier than ex- 
pected, оп 18 February 1976 when the - 
MNF leader signed a preliminary 
agreement accepting Mizoram as an 
integral part of India, and that the' 
political problems would be ‘solved. 
within the framework of the Indian 
constitution. The accord was approved 
by the underground leaders at a con- 
vention held in Calcutta from 24 
March to 1 April 1976, at the request 
of Laldenga. He was re-elected presi- 
dent and was authorised by the con- 
vention to negotiate with the govern- 
ment of India. Subsequent talks be- 
tween Laldenga and the representa- 
tives of the government led to the now 
famous 1 July 1976 agreement (Lal- 
denga calls. it a ‘press statement’) 
carrying the signatures of Laldenga 
and the then union Home Secretary.S. 
L. Khurana. : 

The agreement (or, statemen 
however, failed to achieve thi 
tangible because Laldenga and t 
government differed on their prio 
ties. The government wanted the in- 
surgents to lay down their arms аѕ 

recondition for further talks. 

ture status of Mizoram. 


Digitized 
wanted the priorities reversed. With 
negotiations deadlocked over the 
issue, the Army resumed operations to. 
flush out the insurgents in. October, 
but suspended them during Christmas 
when tke talks resumed. Om Mehta, 
then Minister of State for Home in Mrs 
-Gandhi's Cabinet, negotiated with Lal- 
denga and promised to permit the 
MNF to hold a political meeting at 
Aizawl after the parliamentary elec- 
tions. But, Mrs Gandhi's defeat at the 
polls changed the entire situation. The 
Janata government opted for a 
tougher line and the talks bogged 
down for the second time over the 
surrender of arms. That Laldenga and 
the Union government were drifting 
apart became all too evident after a 
five-minute meeting between Union 
Home Ministry officials and Laldenga 

. in New Delhi in May 1977. 

Laldenga handed over power to the 
MNF national council, thus abdicating 
his right to negotiate. The Union gov- 
ernment retaliated by asking him to 
quit India by 6 June. At the interven- 
'tion of an MP, a meeting was arranged 
between the Prime Minister Mr Morar- 
ji Desai and Laldenga in early August. 
And, on 31 August he met Home 
Minister Charan Singh. Neither of 
these meetings helped to break the 
ice. Both Desai and Charan Singh : 
insisted that Laldenga must unequivo-. 
cally accept Indian citizenship and 
renounce violence in writing before 
any purposeful dialogue could be re- 
sumed. Laldenga was told again to 
leave India by 21 November. Finally in 
February 1978, Laldenga was put 
under house arrest and the govern- 
ment filed a number of criminal cases 
against him. The number two in the 
MNF, vice-president Zoramthanga was 
also summoned to New Delhi, alleged- 
ly through a forged message in the 
name of Laldenga in March 1978. And 
promptly he too was put under house 
arrest. 

| Even then the dialogue did not 
| snap totally, But on 19 March 1978 . 
when Laldenga formally withdrew the 
commitments made by him in the 1976 
agreement, reducing It to a mere scrap 
Of paper, and the government reacted 
by invoking the Unlawful Activities 
(Prevention) Act of 1967 to outlaw the 
MMF and its branch organisations. The 
Insurgents, after a comparative lull 
again became active in Mizoram. In 
June 1979 they launched a campaign 
against the vais (the non-Mizos) asking 
them to quit Mizoram. On 8 July 1979 
Laldenga was arrested and lodged in 
the Tihar jail on charges of criminal 
conspiracy and waging war against the 
+ government. But in October he was 
released on bail as the-CBI failed to 
submit a formal chargesheet to the 
‘court within the stipulated ninety-day 
period. The CBI, however, charged 
Laldenga, his son David, and a Con- 
gress(I) MP Bhagwan Din with con- 
spiracy for obtaining a passport for 
Laldenga on forged documents. For a 
time the possibilities of a truce 
appeared remote. But by then, Lalden- 
ga was looking towards the future, and- 
Mrs Gandhi. oe 
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'In Mizoram 


the 


tricolour was not flown 


on 15 August 


ution to the turmoil in Mizoram 
ee in sight again. The Mizo Nation- 
al Front leader Laldenga agreed to a 
ceasefirefromthe midnight of 31 J uly 
and withdrew the “Quit Mizoram 
notice served on paride cimu 
taneously the security forces stoppe 
their operations. SAUMITRA BANER- 
JEE spoke to Laldenga in Delhi on the 
present ceasefire, the history of Mizo 
insurgency and future politics in 
Mizoram. 


1: Mr Laldenga, once you 
cooperated with the Gov- 
ernment, later you took to 
insurgency. What led you, 
to take this course of ac- 

tion? 

A: You see, Mizoram was not 
represented in the making of the Con- 
stitution of India. We felt it was wrong 
to impose a Censtitution of any kind 
on an area that has not been repre- 
sented. I remember I had come across 
a book (where it was written) that 
George Washington met the king of 
England and the king asked him, 
‘George, is not the Constitution pre- 
pared by the London Parliament good 
enough for the people of America? I 
think the London Parliament made a 
very beautiful Constitution for you,' 
and George Washington's reply, was, 
*Your majesty, it is a matter of repre- 
sentation.' You see, a Constitution is a 

atter of representation always. So I 
elieve that the Constitution of India 


Laldenga, with his grand-daughter 
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was imposed and I think it is wrong, 
When a Constitution is imposed it is a 
case of domination. (The telephone 
rings and Laldenga excuses himself. It 
is a trunk call from Aizawl, the capita] 
of Mizoram. As he returns, he Says, 
“Aizawl is always a problem. It is too 
far.") 

Q: Wasn't there any other course of 
action you could have resorted to? 
Why armed insurgency? 

A: Well, actually, we met the (rep. 
resentatives of the) Government of 
India. The MNF never resorted to 
violence in the beginning. We met the 
then Home Minister, Gulzarilal Nanda, 
and Trilok Singh, a member of the 
Planning: Commission. I also had dis- 
cussions with the Chief Minister of 
Assam and I met Prime Minister Lal 
Bahadur Shastri in 1965. It was never 
our wish to resort to violence. When I 
met Lal Bahadur Shastri, a reinforce- 
ment of armed forces was rushed into 
Mizoram which provoked the people. І 
requested the Prime Minister to with-. 
draw the Assam Rifles battalion, as 
the people thought that suppressive. 
forces were being brought in. I was 


‘happy that Prime Minister Shastri 


withdrew the battalion. Then came 
1966. The same battalion was rushed 
in again and the situation was very 
tense and the people became rather 
afraid. This was because we knew 
what the army had done in Nagaland. I 
requested the Chief Minister of Assam 
to withdraw the forces and even rang’ 
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‘him up 


and said that I would come 
d have discussions with him. 
O TE to withdraw them. I 
was afraid that things might take a 
bad turn. So I rang up again—and I 
have witnesses—and the Chief Minis- 
ter’s secretary said the Chief Minister 
did not want to speak to me. That was 
a very unfortunate message. The army 
was poured in and the Chief Minister 
refused to talk to us! This is one of the 
factors that contributed to the build- 
ing up of the movement. ? 
Q: Is that what made you decide to 
take to arms? Д 
А: Аѕ ѕооп аѕ ѕирргеѕѕіуе теаѕигеѕ 
were taken and the Government re- 
fused to talk to us, I knew that there 
was no other alternative but to fight. 
Most of the Indian Press had stated 
that the famine of 1955 (had the seeds) 
of insurgency. But this is very wrong. 
Nationalism was all along the politics 


^of Mizoram. As far back as 1946 the 


idea of independence (of Mizoram) 
was there. On the eve of the independ- 
ence of India, on 14 August 1947, 
leaders of all political, social, and 
religious organisations had resolved 
that if Mizoram was to join the Union 
of India, they should reserve the right 
to secede after ten years. But a lot of 
people in Mizoram did not even agree 
to this. They wanted to start (fighting) 
right away. A group of people, some 
ex-servicemen, declared that the trico- 
lour should not be flown on Independ- 
ence day. They were armed and vowed 
that anyone who flew the flag would 
be killed, and the tricolour was not 
flown on Independence day (15 August 
1947). : 

Q: You wanted Mizoram to secede. 
Now you have agreed to negotiations 
and a settlement within the frame- 
work of the Indian Constitution. What 
brought about this change? 

A: You see, in the course of our 
movement we have learnt that the 
geo-political situation and the (Indian) 
policy in relation to our movement is 
such that we have decided that our 


Ssurvival—and we have been fighting 


for our survival—should be (compati- 
ble) with that of India. However, we 
believe that as Mizoram was not repre- 
sented in the making of the Constitu- 
ton, certain arrangements must be 
made constitutionally. So our political 
demand really is a constitutional 
arrangement within the framework of 
the present Constitution. We feel this 
will be good for the people of Mizoram 
and we should seek our survival within 
the ox Union. 

. О: When did you start negotiatin 
with the Indian Covenant 

A: It Started as far back as 1971. We 
had clandestine meetings with repre- 


„sentatives of the Government of India. 


But the fall of East Pakistan and the 
creation of Bangladesh strained the 
Process of contact. (Contacts were 


reopened) in 1973, 1974 and 1975 in 


various places like Kabul, Bangkok, 
Rome and Geneva. Finally, the Gov- 
ernment of India agreed to grant us 
safe conduct tocome to Delhi and,seek 
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settlement -of the political problem 
within the Constitution. So, we came 
in 1976 January, on safe conduct. It 
was agreed that should the talks fail, 
we would be allowed to return to the 
place where we came from. The MNF 
convention was called in Calcutta in 
March 1976, which officially resolved 
to accept the settlement of the politic- 
al problem of Mizoram within the 
framework of the Constitution. Then a 
delegation, headed by me, was de- 
puted to have talks with the Govern- 
ment of India. We entered into a 
dialogue with the Government of India 
represented by officials. 

Q: Why did the 1976 talks fail? 

A: The officials could not talk much 
about political matters. It was pursued 
as a law and order problem and not as 
a political one. Though the MNF 
agreed to accept a solution, the politic- 
al side was totally ignored. The official 
representatives kept stressing on a 
laying down of arms, without discus- 
sing a political solution. So the talks 
centred around the modalities of how 
the arms could be laid down. 


Besides, when our talks were in- 
complete, the official representatives 
suggested that we issue a Press state- 
ment declaring how the talks had 
progressed so that the nation would 
know what we were doing. So we 
prepared a Press statement declaring 
how the talks had progressed so that 
the nation would know what we were 
doing ... which the officials later pas- 
sed off as an agreement. This caused a 
breakdown in our talks. They wanted 
to force this down our throats. It was (a 
conspiracy) hatched by these officials. 
Even the radio carried the news that 
Laldenga had signed an agreement. 
The next day we said nothing doing 
and said that the talks were incom- 
plete. After that the army resumed 
operations in Mizoram from October to 
December 1976. In December 1976 the 
talks were raised from the officials 
level to the political. It was at this 
point that I had talks with (the then 
Union Minister of State for Home) Om 
Mehta. The talks went smoothly. We 
decided we would resume talks after 
«the elections (March 1977). * 

Came the Janata regime and I met 
Morarji Desai in August 1977. The 
Janata policy was quite different. De- 
sai demanded a complete surrender 
without talks, an unconditional laying 
down of arms as a precondition to 
talks. This the MNF did not accept. 
Then I was arrested and thrown into 


ail. 

| When Mrs Gandhi returned, she 
once again agreed to resume talks to 
find political solutions rather than 
military ones. Keeping her word, she 
withdrew all the cases pending against 
me. In response, I sent an emissary to 
the MNF headquarters and the MNF 
once again agreed to accept a solution 
to the problem within the framework 
of the Indian Constitution. The MNF 
has responded positively and has 
agreed to a ceasefire and withdrawal 
of the ‘Quit Mizoram’ order. 


1977. The MNF executive committee 


` (Laughs). This will wreck the peace 


head of the government). * 


А: We picked up the threads from 


wil convene to formulate political 
demands and the committee shall de- 
pute a delegation to present the de- 
mands to the Prime Minister. The 
exact demands the MNF has to spell 
out. 

Q: But you would be knowing, at 
least broadly, some of the demands. 

A: Well, thinking aloud, every unit 
of India is a state, and threrefore, . 
Mizoram can never be more than a 
state. Today, Mizoram is a Union Terri- 
tory, and this is not sufficient for a 
constitutional solution. Isn't it? So, I 
think—as I said we can think aloud—it 
can be a state. A full-fledged state 
with certain safeguards. I say certain 
safeguards because of our ethnic dif- 
ference and economic backwardness.. 

Q: Do you mean like Kashmir? 

A: That I cannot answer yet. It 
would be quite out of the way for me to 
say anything. All I can say is that a — 
demand shall be made, taking the. } 
integrity of the nation into considera | 
tion. ye 

Q: If Brig. Sailo’s Ministry is 
allowed to function, do you think the 
peace effort could be sustained? 

A: Frankly, I do not expect the 
ceasefire operation to be successful. 
Even now, some of Sailo’s followers, 
the police and other personnel pre- 
tending to be the MNF, terrorise the 
people, collect funds and ambush sev- 
eral people. With him as Chief Minis- 
ter the ceasefire will not be successful, 
let alone a political solution. If there is 
an interested party at the helm of. 
affairs of the state he will obviously 
twist the agreement to his advantage. 
Otherwise he won't be human. 


effort completely. As a matter of fact, 
Sailo has been circulating letters 
saying that there should be a military 
solution. А 


О: The Mizoram Government has 
issued a Press statement saying that 
members of the MNF underground, 
have launched a massive fund collec- _ 
tion campaign in Mizoram in the name, 
of a Liberation Front. How do you 
expect peace under such circumst- | 
ances? - : 
‘A: I don't know what collection of 
donations is taking place. But it is only 
today (1 August) that the ceasefire-has 
become effective. So, if something like 
this happens now (after the ceasefire) ' 
they can accuse us and not before. 

Q: Do you intend to head the Gov- 
ernment in Mizoram? і 

A: Well, frankly, I wouldn't be a 
politician if I didn't try (to become th: 


Q: Do you intend to join the Co. 

gress(I)? % 
_ A: (Hesitates) I have not thought of 
it yet. Though I trust Mrs Candles 


leadership, I have not thought of 
ing Mrs Gandhi, as yet. If I 
join Mrs Gandhi, then the wh 
will flop. : 
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India should welcome move 
for regional summit 


EN ы шышы _  _  _ u 
Gen. Zia-ur-Rehman is on to a good thing, says PRAN CHOPRA 


NDIA is responding with 
a sense of defeatism to an 
initiative by the Bang- 
ladesh President, Mr Zia- 
ur-Rehman. Instead of 
recognising it as a'step towards a goal 
which a confident India would surely 
desire and work for, it is suspecting 
` some kind of a trap or manoeuvre in 
the Bangladesh initiative, *an attempt 
to Liliputianise a Gulliver" to borrow a 
phrase used in private by a former 
Indian diplomat. 
President Zia has proposed a sum- 
mit meeting of the six South Asian 
countries, India, Pakistan, Bang- 


ladesh, Sri Lanka, Nepal and Bhutan, - 


to discuss closer economic, social and 
cultural cooperation. As the largest of 
thé South Asian countries, as the 
largest common factor in the economic 
relations among all of them, and as the 
country with the largest stake in this 
area, the largest actual or potential 
leverage, and as the country with the 
most to gain if South Asia became a 
regional entity, India should welcome 
such a summit. 

And India would have welcomed it 
without hesitations К New Delhi had 
been in the confident mood in which 
she used to be ten years ago. At that 
time, in fact, India herself mooted 
such an idea, and if it refrained from 
pushing the idea much harder the 

| reasons were not any inner hesitations 
but an external constraint. Some of the 
South Asian countries proved luke- 
warm about it, and if India had pushed 

‚ them she might have been accused of 
trying to institutionalise and thus 
make permanent her own dominant. 
position in this region. ; 

Now however the idea emanates 
from her neighbours. The Bangladesh 
President has put it forward formally, 
officially, and at the highest level. But 
unofficially the idea has also been 
floated in Pakistan in the form of a 
most significant article in the Pakistan 
Economist which I will discuss a little 
later and which probably would not 

have been so conspicuously published 
in à more or less orthodox journal 
unless it had at least the tacit approval 
of important circles. · 

I can understand caution being 


- mixed with welcome, as in the first 
comment by the official spokesman in 
New Delhi on tke proposal by the 
Bangladesh Presiicnt. But I cannot 


"understand the hopt which lurks be- 
hind the scenes in New Delhi that if 


Andia sits tight long enough and makes. 2 


the proposed South 


Asian 


no commitment to it the idea will just 
float away without India having to 
take the blame for killing it. It is a sign 
‘of strength, not weakness, to sit at the 
table with yesterday's enemies, and 
here we are not talking about enemies 
but about neighbours who range from 
the subdued to the suspicious to the 
friendly, helpful and kindred. | 

To some extent Bangladesh is also 
responsible for India's defensive and 
suspicious response. Dacca has taken 
the initiative in a most haphazard 
fashion; a third rate cigarette com- 
pany would not launch a brand in this 
way. When Mr Eric Gonzalves, one of 
the seniormost Indian diplomats, met 
President Zia in Dacca a few months 
agoa not a word of this idea was 
breathed to him. Yet only a month 


| 
| 
| 
| 


| 


--—-{ 


later the Bangladesh Vice-Premier 
-brought a fullblown proposal to -New 
Delhi in the definitive form of a formal 


letter from President Zia to Mrs. 


Gandhi. 


1 
SHE proposal was handled and 
Sponsored very casually by the 
Bangladesh Press. It was first dis- 
closed, and that too only in reply to a 
question, at a Press -onfzrence in 
Dacca which had bee’: cried for the 
Foreign Minister to talk about the 
Islamic meeting in Islamabad. The 
disclosure received a single column 
treatment in the Bangladesh Observer 
on a page on which it was dwarfed by 


ths Foreign Minister's statement ab- 
‘put the Islamabad meeting. A day later 


the;& was another Press conference by 
the Foreign Minister, and a public 
speech by President Zia, and neither 
of them made any reference at all to 
: Asian summit. 
Some promotion that! It has been 
claimed in Dacca that some South 
countries 
idea. But no details have been given. 

Worse followed after this half-cock 
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have welcomed the’ 


launching. At Islamabad the Вапр: 
ladesh Foreign Minister expansively 
said on May 19 that the summit would 
consider setting up “an organisation", 
and that the Maldives, Afghanistan 
and Iran would be welcome to join it. 
Now there may be nothing wrong ab. 
out setting up an organisation or about 
widening the summit. But in the first 
place, these ideas are frightfully prem. 
ature at this stage; in the second place, 
the time, venue and occasion for prop- 
osing them have to be carefully 
chosen; the choice by the Bangladesh 
Foreign Minister was either amateur- 
ish or insensitive to India's susceptibi- 
lities. 

There are also some slightly more 
substantial reasons for caution in New 
Delhi both about the formal proposal 
by Bangladesh and the unofficial one 
emanating from Pakistan. Bangladesh 
and Pakistan take a very different 
view from India's about events іп 
Afghanistan. India sees these events 
as part of a bigger problem; Pakistan 
and Bangladesh see them as the crea- 
tion of Soviet expansionism alone. 
This being so, India is bound to be 
cautious about any ideas which might 
have been triggered off in Pakistan or 
Bangladesh by the Afghan crisis. 

There is also another aspect. Both 
of these suggestions for regional 
Cooperation came in the wake of a 
move started earlier by an unofficial 
organisation in Colombo (where in- 
cidentally the Bangladesh initiative 
first saw the light of day in the Press 
anywhere) for a seminar in Peking for 
discussing the establishment of a re- 
gional organisation which would in- 


clude China as well. This gives colour. | 


to the suspicion which exists in some 
quarters in New Delhi that ideas of 
regional cooperation.are being floated 
by India’s neighbours only to interna- 
tionalise their bilateral disputes wit 


"India and to create another platfornt 


where pressures may be exerted upon 
India. Ў; ; 
But. notwithstanding all these 


‘reasons for caution, ways of ensuring 


closer cooperation among the Sout 

Asian countries, and especially econo- 
mic cooperation, ought to be high uP 
on the Indian agenda. They were 50 
once. They will be so again when India 


is once again more confident of itself, 


more giving, more outward looking; 
less afflicted by its present sickness 0 
the soul which makes her preoccupie 
with petty politicking at home ther 
Some of the pettiness has infiltrate¢ 


Bang. 
sively 
would 
ition”, 
nistan 
Oin it, 
ng ab. 
about 
e first 
prem- 
place, 
' prop- 
efully 
ladesh 
ateur- 
»ptibi- 


more 
n New 
posal 
al one 
adesh 
ferent 
its .in 
vents 
kistan 
crea- 
alone. 
to be 
might 
tan or 
is. 
. Both 
sional 
of a 
fficial 
re in- 
iative 
Press 
ng for 
a re- 
ld in- 
colour 
some 
as of 
oated 
rerna- 
; with 
tfornoft 
upon 


these 
uring 
South 
cono- 
zh up 
ге 50 
India 
itself; 
king, 
ess of 
upie 
Phat 
rated 


.hyper-metr 


; 2 i ernal relations. 
OE а time IndiDigiizdtbbj S 
СВА a little more open to ideas wor 
others take the responsibility and in- 
itiati roposing. 

GEE о сея asked 
what kind of economic cooperation 
there can be between India and ns 
neighbours, when India can supply 
them most of what they need an mey 
have hardly anything to sell to In i 
The question betrays both myopia ant 
opia. On the one hand it 
overlooks the fact that the present 
economic imbalance between India 
and its neighbours has in the short run 
a beneficial diplomatic dimension. On 
the other hand it overlooks the fact 
that in the long run there can be a 
balanced development of the whole 
region which will be the faster the 
more balanced it is. 

рт exports roughly one- 
IF fourth as much as India imports. 
Every one per cent of its needs that 
india may import from Pakistan would 
be four per cent of Pakistan's exports. 
This is the magnification India can 
have on Pakistan's export horizon, and 
on the import horizon also it could be 
substantial if not as much. Not every 
transaction. would be on the best 
prices that India can get elsewhere. 
But markets are.not won, and coun- 
tries never, by only driving hard mer- 
chandising bargains. Á loss sustained 
today may be an investment for tomor- 
row, and a loss in economic terms may 
be a gain in diplomatic terms. 


As for the day after tomorrow, one More boldly relevant for the future is x. 
anger was written in the excellent . 
is 


arly nFedn dati 
all ix Contes ol er Petipa eee 
the possible exception of Sri Lanka in. 
some respects) form part of a single 
geo-economic zone bound together by 
the drainage of the Himalayas into the 
Arabian Sea and the Bay of Bengal. 
The greatest single economic potential 
“of this zone lies in its river systems 
which are the lifeline of its agriculture 
because of the irrigation they can 
provide, and of its industry too be- 
cause of the enormous power poten- 
tial. This potential cannot be de- 
veloped as greatly or as fast by any 
one country of the zone as it can be by 
all the six together, and whatever each 
counjry can contribute to the proper 
harnessing of the rivers passing 
through it can pay many times over for 
all the merchandise which that coun- 
try can import from India or any of the 
other five countries. 

Nepal is an outstanding example of 
this. By harnessing its rivers for gener- 
ating power (and they cannot be so 
harnessed without Nepal extending 
India the fullest cooperation. for if) 
Nepal can save India a flood damage 
of almost Rs 1,000 crores which these 
untrained rivers cause in eastern India 
almost every year, and it can sell India 
unlimited quantities of power. 

So much for the niggardly calcula- 
tions which traders and merchants 
make about what today's Nepal—or 
Bangladesh or Pakistan or any of the 
other five countries—can sell India. 


tan Economist article by Mr М.В. 
Naqvi, a senior Pakistani journalist, 
after he had toured India. : re 

He expressed amazement at the 
industrial progress he saw in India, but 

he still has the courage to urge that 

each of the six countries (he also spoke 

of the same six as the Bangladesh 

President) should open its markets to 
the goods of all the other five, and all 

the six should so coordinate: their 

future investment and development 

planning that there may develop a 
mutually beneficial “interlocking in- 
terdependence through investments in 
vertically divided industrial com-. 
plexes on a truly international basis. 
This allround interdependence for raw 
materials, essential components, 
accessories and other industrial inter- 
mediates of everyone should be sup- 
plemented by free political institu- 
tions that fully safeguard the interests 
of politically or economically weak 
sections.” 

There is a lot else in Naqvi’s article 
and in his vision which shows how 
even such obstinate political problems 
as Kashmir can be made less stubborn 
through extensive cooperation in 
other fields. But here attention needs 
to be focussed on this economic core of 
his article because of the interesting 
coincidence, if coincidence it is, that 
the Bangladesh President has also 
proposed the same thing and at about 
the same time. - 
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How to save for 


To see a smile light up the eyes of a child, to 
give your family along planned holiday — 
these are the little joys that give life meaning. 
Today while you are young and can save 
some money start a Nirantara Deposit with 
Canara Bank. A sum of money, no matler 
how small, deposited either every month, or in 
a lumpsum, makes an additional source of 
income for the rest of your life. Canara Bank 
soon starts paying back the amount to you. 
Month after month, year after year. Forever. 
Money for luxuries; money for happiness. 
Money to retire comfortably on. A never: 
ending source. While your capital stays intact, 
for the day you want a lumpsum. 


Canara Bank's farsighted Nirantara Deposit 
is for young people who want more out of life. 


Drop in at your nearest Canara Bank branch 
for details. Our other special schemes are 
Kamadhenu, Vidyanidhi and Balakshema. 


(A nationalised bank) 


Over 1,200 branches 
all over the country. 


CC-0. In Public Domain. UP State Museum, Hazratganj. Lucknow. 


was à 
betw 
and « 
firm, 
lars 

great 
for B 
dent: 


m 


ЫА 


The never-before brilliance of metallic shades. ; 
The dazzle of pure colour. And the luxury : | 
- of a perfectly glossy finish. That's the unmistakable | 
touch of Krilo. The pure acrylic car paint that sets : х E | 
your саг apart from the rest. OW 


O Durable gloss. Requires little repolishing, if at all.- - | 


O Tough acrylic film resists adverse weather conditions. 
O Worth its price. 


car paint. 
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THE WORLD 


barter 


Sometime in early 1978, 
Bill Carter had read some- 
thing about Libya in a news- 
paper. Six months later he 
was in Libya as guest of 
Ahmed Shahati, one of the 
most powerful men in Tripoli. 
Billy soon stepped into the 
unassigned role of an Amer- 
ican Arab sympathiser, T.E. 
Lawrence-style. The result 
was a deal which he arranged 


dent: Billy had gone around 


saying things like “there is a 
hell of a lot more Arabians 
than there is’ Jews" that the 
US media did not like one bit. 
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>| Telly Savalas as ‘Kojak’ 


The stars went on strike. 
We mean those who caper 
their way on the silver screen. 
Just a few days back, actors at 
the 20th Century Fox studios 
staged a strike due to con- 
flicts between performers and 
producers and put the thriv- 
ing American industry into its 
worst labour crisis for 20 
years. But who is responsible? 
No animate being but an en- 
tirely new phenomena known 
as the ‘pay television’. Pay TV 
programmes are usually old 
or recent films screened for a 
fee paid by TV owners with- 


out commercials. This form of . 


TV. was worth $ 400 million 
last year. The actors along 
with musicians, radio and TV 


Scene of inaction 


performers want six per cent 
of the gross revenue of the 
programmes before they are 
sold to pay TV programmes. 
But producers have only 
offered three per cent and 
that too after the cinema has 
been screened over 15 days. 
during a-two-year period. 
Whatever. the outcome, the 
strike. was not without the 
usual sets and actors. The 
posters had an emblem of the. 
Greek mask combining 
tragedy and comedy—hardly 
an emblem associated with 
industrial strikes. Then there 
was Telly Savalas, all dressed 
up in a dark skirt as Kojak: А 


- film actor is a film actor is a 


film ac... 1 


Braving all Hazzards 


Get the 
e 

picture? 
Not an Unidentified 
Flying Object making to land 
in front of London's elegant 
St Paul's Cathedral. But a 
silhouetted Victorian gas 
lamp as it appears to a passer- 
by on the bank of the river 
Thames near Southwark. The 
giant lamp appears to dwarf 
the magnificent structure of 
the cathedral, with its cross 


between the oil-rich nation апа бопе. апе Ос | 
and an American oil refining hangs beside the house in | 
firm, for several million dol- which Sir Christopher Wren, i 
lars an x gi es oe And a the man who designed the | 
great deal of embarrassment cathedral and many other | 
for Billy's brother, the Presi- y | 


landmarks in London, once 
lived. 


af 
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»- "Who'ever heard of an ac- 


tress, stuntperson and motor 


| racer all rolled into one? 


Catherine Bách is all three— 


гапа more. She has made her- 
| self famous as the roadhouse 
‚ Waitress in the enormously 


successful television series 
appropriately called “The 
Dukes of Hazzard”. And the 
young lady is original: the 
stunts she performs on the 
screen are all her own. Off 
screen, she has made a name 


for herself as a motor racer. | 


Her vehicle is ajeep.Picture 
shows her leaning on the tyre. 


One wonders if she, now re- 
laxed and smiling is planning | _ 
another of her stunning antics | 


Although Ms Bach's acting 
career has started with the 
television, she is a w 
with great promise 
plenty of good looks. 
may be her biggest asse 


CC-0. In Public Domain. UP State Museum, Hazratganj. Lucknow. 


Digitized b ara aundatian : : - 


’ Calibre: It's when you don't succumb fo mariage 1 
iust because it seems the easiest solution to lust, laundry _ 


end loneliness. 
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( caliber: It's what some men look for in other men end 
all men look for in suitings. 
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APPARENTL 
VOLUNTE&RED 
TO COME TO 
CORSICA / 


. SILENCE. IN THE 
RANKS / WE MUST TAKE 

THE BANDIT BY 

SURPRISE ! 


3 BY 
SURPRISE! 


| ny i 


Gwe hae 
; , WILL YOUI 
AND TELL THEM THERE'S 
A PATROL OF ELEVEN 
ROMANS COMING 
THIS WAY. 


DON'T MAKE ME ДЕ = 


WE'VE GOT 
A MADMAN IN 
CHARGE, ON 
TOP OF IT ÁLL / 


by GOSCINNY 
and UDERZO 
CHIPOI 


POUR | 
SOME 


| WAS COURT- : 
MARTIALLED BACK IN ROME 
GIVEN A CHOICE OF THE CIRcús V | 
OR CORSICA... YOU KNOW WHAT To 
ARMY'S LIKE, YOU ONLY HAVE WÊ 
ASK FOR ONE' THING To бет 10 
THE OPPOSITE. 


WATCH 
DOESN 
BEING 


CAN'T EVEN 
FISH IN PEACE 
THESE DAYS. EVERY 
SIX MONTHS IT'S 

THE SAME OLD 
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uM DUM E 


Z7 TELL YOUR FRIEND TO * 
WATCH OLIT. CARFERRIX 
DOESN'T LIKE PEOPLE 
BEING DISRESPECTFUL / ANYTHING 


A RESPECTFUL. 
Z 


VY YES. THE ROMANS N 
WILL GET LOST 
THERE, YOU WAIT 

AND SEE. 


СЕРИ 
RT 

THE FIRST HO 
OVER THERE 


TE RET N 


Y 


YES,HE DID. HE 

SPOKE TO HER. HE 

SMILED, TOO. SO 
WATCH OUT / 


DATA 
чав 
22 » 


‚не REMINDS 
ME OF SALAMIX, 
MEE our 
CHESTNUT TREE т 
* AND LANDED 


ON H 
HEAD. 


а. 


BONEY WASAWARRIORWAYAY I<, W 
THERE ARE SOME 
ROMANS COMING. 


NO FURTHER 

INTEREST IN ta 
THE MATTER. SAME 

— HERE. IT'S 

2/4 NONE OF MY 
BUSINESS. 


` | HEARD HE 
JOINED THE ROMAN 
ARMY AFTER 


YES, HE'D - 
GONE SO HALF- 
WITTED YOU HAD 
TIME TO STONE HIS 
DONKEY TO DEATH 
WITH RIPE FIGS 
BEFORE YOU COULD 
GET THROUGH 
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HAVE never cared my 
for Mrinal Sen's politic. 
Nor for many of his filme’ 
Yet I empathise with hi 
concerns. For they are th 
concerns of any sensitive, honest Crea. 


$ tive person in our time. Or, for that 

m Q Ss matter, of anyone who chooses to kee 

ne Q А his eyes open in this country ‘of the 

blind. Each and every Mrinal Sen film 

s has refused to go beyond its ostensib| 

ccess ul simple-minded political matrix. Each 

and every film of his found glib ideolo. 

m a a gical explanations for every human 

ms situation that went wrong. And this 

Q | Ica happened far too often for it to be 
either a coincidence or an artistic 

declension. Obviously the filmmaker 
has made a conscious, deliberate дес}. 
sion to keep his film that way. And jt 
may be worthwhile finding out why, 
His easy politics have not made 
Mrinal Sen's films any more popular, 
Rhetoric and harangue may have en. 
deared him to a certain kind of audi. 
ence who are perhaps particularly уц]. 
nerable to the appeal of naive ideolo: 
gical solutions but they have certainly 
not won him a big following. Except 
for the odd film like Bhuvan Shome, 


ed the halls or made his distributors 
yell for more. In fact, his last film 
Parashuram, which won Arun Mukher- 
jee the best actor’s award, has not yet 
found a distributor and many of his 
other films have put him and his 
financiers back by quite a tidy sum. 
‘Chorus is a case in point. The head of a 
nationalised bank which financed the 
film reportedly kept the stills stuck up 
on the walls of his office room to 
remind himself of what he should 
never touch again. 

If nothing else, this means that 
Mrinal Sen is an honest man. He is 
obviously not selling his politics for 
popularity or personal gain. The vást 
number of politically conscious people 


By PRITISH NANDY 


Geeta Sen as the mother and 
Sreela Majumdar 
as the second daughter 


ain 
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who swear by the Left are dpiaiized byRaraxy Foundation J Pek Qa! ang eGangotri out of their lives (and the 


- not thronging to Mrinal Sen films; they 
are only paying lip service to the 
bitch-goddess of committed art and 
then joining the queue for Jai Santoshi 
Maa tickets. The suffering masses may 
be the subject of Mrinal Sen’s films, 
but they are obviously not his audi- 
oe icing a sensitive filmmaker and an 
intelligent man, I am sure he recog- 
nises this. Just as I am quite sure that 
he has no misconceptions about his 
role or his audience. Obviously then, 
he has chosen to stay within this 
cinematic matrix because he is con- 


inconsequential and propagate a vi- 
sion. The vision of this film is made up 
of small, inconsequential details, hu- 
man failings, tentative hopes, the ten- 
der violence we commit on each other 
at every crossroad of stress. And yet, 
strangely enough, from all these little 
details,. these hurts that we inflict 
upon each' other, emerges an arabes- 
que of hope, an unusual vision of 
human destiny. Quiet, dignified, pro- 
tean in its own way. 

The film is set in the tumbledown 
ruins of a magnificent mansion built in 
1857, the year of the Sepoy Mutiny.. 


v. 6 
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Mamta Shankar as the truant dàughter 


vinced that it makes sense and is 
intrinsic to his creative universe. He 
could hardly be doing it for effect for 
the umpteenth time! 

So it is time, I guess, we ought to 
take a hard, serious look at his craft 
again and see where he wants to take 
us and why. For despite their political 
garb, some of his films have demons- 
trated rare sensitivity and acumen. 
There is an unquestionable authentic- 
ity underlying all the didactic state- 
ments and shibboleths masquerading 
as social verities. And Ek din Pratidin 
Is Just the right time to do this. For in 

ету opinion it is undoubtedly Mrinal 
Sen's finest film. By far. 

It is a different kind of film, in one 
sense. As any Mrinal Sen afficionado 
would tell you. In another sense, it is 
the apotheosis of all that he has been 
trying to. do and say over the past 
many years. It is a film about interiors. 
About a home; about the minds of 
People in that home; how these people 
react in a moment of crisis and yet how. 
they stand together as a phalanx at the 
slightest external threat. Each and 
every person in this film; each and 
every member of Hrishikesh Sengup- 
ta’s faltering family is carefully etched 
and convincingly portrayed in detail. 


The intensely private drama of the 
family is played out against the fres- 
coes, colonnades, mosaics and weath- 
ered splendour of the past. The broken 
walls, the cracked plaster, the broken 
panes of the windows replaced by torn 
calendar sheets. The taedium vitae of 
this sordid dwelling place becomes a 
magnificent theatre where the most 
violent emotions are expressed with 
restraint-and quiet dignity. By moving 
away from the ostensibly’ political, 
Mrinal Sen has produced one of the 
most successful political films of our 
time: A film that even someone like 
me can understand, admire and find 
wholly unforgettable. The storyline of 
Ek din Pratidin is flimsy, and perhaps 
rightly so, in the context of Mrinal 
Sen’s intentions. What charges it with 
special power is the filmmaker’s in- 
sight into the subterranean .tensions 
that hold a middle class family 
together: the financial insecurity, the 
latent emotional traumas waiting for 
an opportunity to break through the 
quiet waters of genteelity, the under- 
stated violence, the marauding sense 
of loss and deprivation. All this is 
played out against this magnificent 
scenario of brick and mortar, right in 
front of prying neighbours who move 


frame) with the easy grace of a 
stampeding herd of wild bisons rwn- 
ning through a particularly small chi- 
na shop. 

Every little detail. is taken care of 
in this meticulous film. The dented 
globe on the study table, the mis- 
matched curtains, the plastic table 
cloth with floral design, the Bengali 
almanac, the surfeit of calendars: to 
hide the peeling plaster on the walls, 
the gamchha hanging on the door. 
Everything is in place, just right. Ev- 
ery single neighbour has been beauti- 
fully characterised: they look, speak, 
bitch with perfect ease and authentic- 
ity, as Chinu the eldest daughter of the 
house (and its only wage-earner) fails 
to turn up home one evening. 

This is what the film is about. 
Chinu's delay in coming back home 
one evening, and how the other mem- 
bers of Hrishikesh Sengupta's family 
react to this. As evening gives way to 
night, and then night gives way to 
morning, the tension builds up. Fear 
gives way to ire. Ire gives way to 
resentment. Resentment to hysteria. 
And hysteria to hurt. One by one the 
masks fall off and the wounded visage 
of middle class morality stares at you. 
Respectability breaks down. Everyone 
starts hurting each other, identifying 
blame, pointing a finger at each other ~ 
as the tumbledown mansion takes on 
menacing preportions in the dark and 
the prying neighbours keep their 
nightlong vigil. 

Then begins the panic-stricken 
search. To the police station, to the 
hospitals, to the morgue. The fragile 
security of-the home is threatened and 
in its wake arrive anger, fear, humilia- 
tion, despondency, which like the tra- 
ditional wolf had been kept outside 
the shuttered door by Chinu’s secure 
bank job, however ill-paying it may 
have been. The night thickens with 
tension as this strange, tumbledown 
mansion traps everyone in the painful 
insecurity of its ruins. There is a 
strange sense of destruction and de- 
spair, of history working dut its inexor- 
able logic. 


Ironically, the search never ends. 
Not even when the girl returns alone . 
in a taxi just as dawn is about to break. 
Accusing eyes try to pin her down for 
having strayed, yet everyone is uncer- 
tain. No one knows how to react to her 
coming back, just as no one knew how 
to react to the possibility of her never 
coming back. And this is precisely 
where lies the quiet beauty of this 
film, its strange dignity. No moral * 


questions are ever asked. Nothing is . 


said explicitly. Only stray insinuations 
are made by some of the neighbours. 
And in these insinuations lie the vul- 
nerability, the decadence, the painful 
self-pity of petty bourgeoisie morality. 
The conflicts and contradictions of our 


- life become open wounds and fester in 


the glare of daylight. Till silence raises 
its voice and screams into the coming 
morning. 

Hope? Yes, there -is hope, says 
Mrinal. Sen. Just as soon as the intra 
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NOW, EXTRA KANDYL-POWER 
FOR YOUR LAVATORY... 


Handyl 


The one and oniy 
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Sat) 4 Banerj e as the father and 
Sreela Majumdar 


sigent landlord makes a rude insinua- 
tion in public, the entire family once 
again comes together, as a solid pha- 
lanx to face the onslaught of moral 
censure. Fuck your bhadralok culture, 
screams Chinu’s brother in frustrated 
anger, echoing the feelings of the 
audience, who by now have completely 
identified with the loss and the loneli- 
ness of each and every member of 
Hrishikesh Sengupta’s family. The 
quiet exile of the pensioner father, 
who always looks lost and forlorn; the 
tired drudgery of Chinu’s mother, who 
finally breaks down under the tension; 
Minu's vivacity and despair; her bewil- 
dered brothers, not knowing what to 
do and yet trying desperately to hold 
the family together. And yet, overrid- 
ing all this is hope. That hope which 
unites the family against the maraud- 
ing eyes of the neighbours, against 


` ѕосіегу?ѕ brutal, uninformed censure. 


It is this incredible strength that final- 
ly holds together the Sengupta family, 
lends each person courage and dignity. 
And as the new morning arrives, and 
everyone returns to their predictable 
drudgery, the quiet sunlight heiglitens 
the grandeur and the sorrow of their 
lives. 

* Yes, this is a truly. unforgettable 
film. With memorable acting by Satya 
Banerjee as the father, Gita Sen as the 
mother and Sreela Majumdar as Minu. 
Mamta Sankar has not much to do as 
Chinu but looks exquisitely beautiful 
whenever she is on the screen. She is 
undoubtedly one of the most lovely 
women that the Bengali screen has 
ever thrown up and one of. the very 
tew who look intelligent. And all this 
SA heightened by some remarkable 
Photography by К. К. Mahajan, who 
starts off the film with an exquisite 
visual sequence of a rickshaw entering 


the lane just outside the house. That 


sets the mood for the entire film. 
= ven if a film like Ek din Pratidin is 
ade once in a long while, Bengali 


cinema has nothin t à 
about. Mo 


тте, Se Foundgjion “bi and ct 


By AIN RASHEED KHAN 


"I always give great deal of import- 
ance to the feminine characters be- 
cause I believe that I know women 
better than I do, men. I think that 
reality can be filtered better through 
women's psychologies. They are more 
instinctive more sincere." 
Michelangelo Antonioni 


Nimai Ghosh 


LTHOUGH the emerg- 

ence of the middle-class/ 

lower middle-class work- 

ing woman in our urban 
- set-up has created distres- 
sing problems and new situations, it 
has not attracted the attention of very 
many film-makers in our country. 
Satyajit Ray's Mahanagar (made 
almost two decades ago) was the first 
serious and significant attempt to 
understand “her” problems. And the 
film moved us. Mrinal- Sen in his 
attempt to understand and portray 
this problem has not only made what is 
undoubtedly his best and most subtle 
film so far but also probably his first 
where the film speaks for itself, not 
like theatre, nor like literature, It 
speaks in pure cinematic language. 
One might say that Sen has come out 
with totally unsuspected depths. I 
think Derek Malcolm of the Guardian 
put it beautifully when he said that: 
*the new film (Ek din Pratidin) is a 
magnificent example of a control and 
restraint we were beginning to think 


he might not possess.” Well, one saw 


signs of this restraint and control in 
Oka Ori Katha, another well-made film 
of his which, unfortunately, never got 
a chance of public exposure. 

What distinguishes this film from 
all previous Sen films is that this film 
beyond doubt establishes his mastery 
over the film media and also displays 
his growing concern and acute aware- 
ness of the demands of this media. 
Consequently, the other features that 
distinguish it from his other films and 
make it one of the finest made in the 
country, are technical excellence, 
structural novelty, controlled acting 
and a general stamp of reflection and 
maturity. And of course, little trim- 
ming and subtler handling of the social 


concerns. ice 
The scheme of the film is neat and 


believable. He dexterously weaves 
small episodic threads into the texture 


‘of the film to establish the suspense, 


search, hidden tensions and rifts, in 
the course of 125 minutes or so. 

As I have said earlier, structurally 
the film is different from his other 
films. The structure evolved out of the 
content. Each role is different from 
the other. As it becomes Jater and 
later, and the family's searches around, 
the city morgues, police stations and 
hospitals continue, camera and charac- 
ters are continuously on the move. The 
screeching hoots of the distant cars 
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Mrinal Sen (right) directing 
Ranjit Mallick in Interview 


and the increasing noise of the scooter 
indicate the deepening of the night 
and the crisis. (Incidentally, the search 
in scooter and the noise is probably 
influenced by Fellini's “Amarcorde”), 
The physical restlessness and anxiety 
has been beautifully conveyed by im- 
aginative camera movements. As the 
night grows deeper, the camera gra- 


‘dually becomes slow and finally it is 


almost static—and that is the moment 
when he reveals the rifts and the 
tensions. Now, he resorts to some ex- 
cellent cutting to bring out the inward 
restlessness of the characters in- 
volved. All this is very consciously 
created. | 

A word about K K Mahajan and his 
brilliant photograplty. With his smooth 
and intelligent camera movements, 
low-key lightings and some superb 
track shots, he helps Mrinal Sen in 
revealing the “expressionist strength” 
of his images. In spite of the massive 
darkness that envelops this city every 
night he has been able to bring out the 
unreality of the city night and build a 
poignant contrast with half-lit indoor 
shots where the drama takes place. 

. While seeing a film like this one 
wishes one could share the make 
journey from the script to the cinet 
tic execution, which must halı 
extremely exciting, and in tl 
lar case, rewarding to 
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ILL Mrs Gandhi be 
able ta control the in- 
fighting in her Party? 
Of the three or four 
major internal prob- 
lems she is facing today, factional- 
4smt in the Congress(I) is one. In 
almost every state, even where they 


are not in power, Congress(I) lead- 


ers are more busy with intra-Party 


feuds than with anything else. Not- 


that this infighting.is a new de- 
velopment ін Indian politics. Most 
Indian political ‘organisations are 
afflicted by the disease which has 
assumed serious proportions since 
the fall of the Janata government. 
The Janata Party and government 
collapsed within three years mainly 
because of infighting. During the 
whole of the Janata rule and at the 
time of the parliamentary election 
campaign Congress(I) leaders repe* 
atedly stressed this serious wéak- 


ness of the Janata and questioned. 


its ability to govern. This campaign. 
issue fetched the Congress(I) a lot 
of votes. 

Now, if people see that the Con- 
gress(I) men are no different what 
will it do to the image of the Party? 
Mrs Gandhi is quite aware of the 
seriousness of the problem and is 
getting frantic in her bid to control 
it as far as possible. 

But, for various reasons it is а 


difficult task—no less difficult than . 


even the problem of controlling 
inflation. First, intra-Party feuds 
are not a peculiarity of the Congres- 
s(I). So the malaise lies deeper. In 
the case of the democratic Parties 
their internal squabbles can be 
seen by everyone, because most of 
the time fights are conducted 
through the Press. In the case of the 
others the fighting goes on mainly 
inside the Party away from the 
public eye. The Congress(I), howev- 
er, is a strange Party. It is neither 
absolutely democratic in its inter- 
nal functioning nor is it a hundred 
per cent autocratic organisation. 
No one in it today will dare to 
‘oppose the supreme leader or even 
whisper against any of her firm 
decisions; but even an ordinary 
worker.can abuse a PCC president 
or a member of the Party's par- 
limentary board without being 
afraid of any disciplinary action. 
Once Mr A.B.A. Ghani Khan 
Сод was assaulted by Con- 
SS workers in the presence 
Mrs Gandhi at On ро M 
_ Choudhury was then the West Ben- 
gal PCC president. No action was 
taken against those workers. A few 
days after that incident Party work- 
ers belonging to the opposite camp 
insulted Mr Pranab Mukherjee at 
the state Party headquarters. Again 
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no disciplinary action was taken. 
Although these incidents took 
place in 1979 the present situation 
remains largely unaltered. In such 
an organisation though there сап-. 
not be a scramble for the post of the 
supreme leader while the leader is 
still alive, there can very easily be 
fights for other coveted posts. 

After Sardar Patel's death 
Nehru was the unquestioned supre- 
mo. The situation changed after his 
death. and again reverted to the 
original pattern with the emerg- 
ence of Mrs Gandhi as the undis- 
puted leader after her massive vic- 
tory at the 1971 polls. In 1977 some 
leaders tried to change that situa- 
tion but they feiled miserably. 

Second, after the last Assembly 
elections, mainly on Sanjay's initia- 
tive, certain persons were installed 
as Chief Ministers inspite of strong 
opposition from powerful factions 
in those states. Now, after Saniay's 
sudden death those powerful fac- 
tions are trying to oust those Chief 
Ministers. This is bound to create 
tension inside the Party. Almost all 
the Congress(I) Chief Ministers are 
facing such a situation. 

Third, for various reasons some 
senior Party-men were left out of 
the central and state governments. 


| 


Mrs Gandhi's prob- 
lem is that, whatev- 
er a large number of 
Indians may think, 
she is no reincarna- 
tion of the goddess 
Durga. She cannot 
solve singlehanded 
all the problems, 
fight all the enemies 
and defeat all the 
intrigues simul- 
taneously. — 
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Even if they do not have any mass 
following or standing inside the 
Party, they are masters 1n the art of 
intrigue and they have the support 
of some powerful business houses. 
These people are also very active 
now. 

Fourth, some very ambitious 
bureaucrats are also encouraging 
the internecine quarrels of the Con- 
вгеѕ5(1). To give a classic example, 
an IAS special assistant of an eco- 
nomic Minister was trying to get his 
Minister changed and bring in 
another man from the same state 
with the help of some politically 
powerful business men.The special 
assistant went to the extent of re- 
questing MPs and leaders of the 
Party to speak against his Minister 
to the PM. Fifth, a large number of 
Congress(I) leaders have no politic- 
al conviction or sense of dedication. 
Their only motto in life is to occupy 
gainful and powerful positions. In 
an organisation where discipline 
has been much devalued for about 
11 years, such self-seekers can al- 
ways create havoc. And, that is 
what they шау do if they cannot be 
controlled immediately. 

Mrs Gandhi's problem is that, 
whatever a large number of Indians, 
may think, she is no reincarnation 
of the goddess Durga. She cannot 
solve single-handed all the prob- 
lems, fight all the enemies and 
defeat all the intrigues simul 
taneously. But, for the survival of 
her government and Party she will 
have to thwart all the attacks. If her 
own Partymen do not stand by her 
during these days of crisis she is 
bound to fail Because, the con- 
tinued infighting in the Congress(1) 
will not only tell upon the prestige 
of the Party, but reduce the author- 


ity of the Government and weaken | 


Mrs Gandhi's personal political 
position. 


Will Rajiv be able to help her || 


control the infighting in the Party? 
If he has the. personality and the 
tact there is no reason why he 
should not be able to. After all, as 
the supreme leader’s son he WI 

have unlimited authority and with 


that authority he can first eliminate 


the cent per cent self-seekers from. | | 


the Party, clear out the intriguing 
and ambitious bureaucrats from 
vantage positions and then procee 


to impose discipline within t e | 


organisation slowly and steadily. І 
he does this then there is no re 


his mother, control intra-Party 
feuds. Definitely it requires perso 
ality, tact and judgment. No 
can stop the squabbling 9 


thousands of self-seekers only With | 


` the help of a danda. 


ason - 
why he should not be able to help | 
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India is not our country" 


ee ee 
Jamaat presents a blueprint for secession 


MHE Jamaat-e-Islami's threat to 
To a Khomeini type fun- 
damentalist movement has, added 
fresh tensions on a state and a govern- 
ment which already has more than a 
fair share of them: Jammu and Kash- 
mir. Sheikh Tajamul Islam, (the presi- 
dent of the Jammat-e-Tulaba the youth 
wing of the Jamaat.e-Islami), 
preaching secession openly at a Press 
conference in Srinagar on August 5, 
declared that his organisation was all 
set to launch an Iran type Islamic 
revolution for the liberation of Kash- 
mir. “India,” he said, “is not our 
country". Nor was he willing to accept 
the validity of the Indian constitution 
for the state of Jammu and Kashmir. 
*Our allegiance is to the Islamic con- 
stitution and the Islamic constitution 
alone," he asserted. 

While fringe secessionist views are 
not unknown in Kashmir, and in fact, 
are mostly dismissed with a yawn, 
what made everybody sit up was Ta- 
jamul's claim that the movement had 
the backing of the Chief Minister 
Sheikh Abdullah. The Sheikh decried 
the allegation as one more attempt to 
malign him. *It is a deliberate and 
calculated move to sour my rela- 
tionship with the centre," he said. The 
very next day he summoned his 
cabinet to discuss the matter, on a 
prescription: crackdown on the “anti- 
nationals’. By August 7 morning 64 
persons were taken into custody, one 
of them under the State Public Safety 
Act. The first impression was the 


arrested persons were either the activ- 


ists or the supporters of the Jamaat-e- 
Islami. But the police kept the identi- 
ties of the arrested persons a closely 
guarded secret. ae 

Whatever the Sheikh’s calculations 
may be, there is no denying that the 
Jamaat-e-Tulaba hasthrown up a chal- 
lenge to his authority. Tajamul’s 
claims that his organisation had the 


. active support of more than 100,000 


Kashmiris, if true, must cause some 


serious anxieties to the Sheikh. The 


100,000 is an exaggerated figure, but 
even if they are one-tenth that, it is 
still a problem, as they are well- 
organised. Tajamul says that 250 ac- 
tive units of his organisation have 
already been set up in the schools, 
colleges and the universities, Apart 
from this the organisation has about 
12,000 associate members known as 
Rafiqs. The policy making council has 
54 members, 

, Their plan of action goes like this: 
First, the Organisation will launch 
what it says will be a massive educa- 


tion campaign to impress upon the 
people that their salvation lies in an 
independent sovereign state of 
Kashimr. “Once we succeed in this, the 
people themselves will rise in revolt,” 
Tajamul explains. He also asserts that 
his organisation is not averse to assist- 
ance from foreign countries. “Why 
not? After all Kashmir is a disputed 
territory,” he argues: To him, India is 
occupying the state illegally and has 


The blind: 


showing the way | 


The government is no help 


ec "The Bovernment is apathetic to- 
wards the blind. We are not like 
the other backward classes who consti- 
tute a vote bank. And, therefore, we 
do not have enough political backing 
to get our demands conceded,” said S. 
K. Rungta, acting general secretary of 
the National Federation of the Blind 
(NFB), who went on hunger strike 
from 1 August to 5 August, in front of 
the Prime Minister's Safdarjung Road 
residence to press home demands for 
better facilities and more employment 
opportunities for the sightless. Their 
demands were, however, not new. 
Most of them had been included in the 
charter of demands they had intended 
to present to the Prime Minister on 16 
March, the day the police lathi- 
charged the blind demonstrators pro- 
ceeding towards the Prime Minister's 
-house to present their demands. 
Their chief demand is that blind 
persons, registered with the special 
employment exchanges for the physic- 
ally handicapped, for one year or more 
be given employment immediately, 
and that blind persons should be tre- 
ated as a backward class and given 
appropriate job reservations. “The 
‘government spends so much for our 
studies and our education and when 


we are finally educated there are по : 


jobs available to us. We are also hu- 
man beings, we too, have to earn a 
living," said Rungta. As a matter of 
fact, since March the NFB has been 


‘trying to negotiate with the govern- 


ment to ensure increased reservation 
of jobs for the blind in government 
offices. In reply 'to the charter of 


.demands presented by the blind in 


March, the department of social wel. 
fare had stated on 25 April that a task 
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„ап important requirement for holding 


violated her commitments for deter- 
mining the status of Kashmir through 
a plebiscite. He, however, does not 
think that Pakistan too is occupying 
Kashmir .illegally. His reasoning: 
Pakistan is still committed to holdinga 
plebiscite and that clears her of the ЖЫК: 
charges of occupation. Nor does һе : 
think vacation of Pakistani occupation 


a plebiscite. 


O.N. GANJU, Srinagar F 


force would be constituted to look into 
the matter. According to Mr Rungta, 
nothing more was heard. Finally, they 
wrote a letter to the Prime Minister to 
look into the matter. It was only in SN 
response to this letter that between 14 a 
June and 31 July five senior officials 
in five different Ministries. ‘Were 
appointed to look into the matter. 
“The government has.no interest im 
the blind otherwise they could not 
have taken so long to appoint five 
officials,” said R. Gupta, another blind 
agitator. According to Mr Rungta, out 
of a total of ninety lakh blind persons, 
only 1,200 are employed. 


When there was no progress, S. K. 
Rungta decided to go on a fast unto 
death, It was at this point that the 
government woke up. First, on the eve 
of their fast unto death, representa- 
tives of the NFB were approached by . 
officials of the Ministry of social wel- 
fare. The same evening the represen- 
tatives of the NFB had talks with Mr 
Shankaranand, the Minister for social 
welfare, The talks failed as the Minis- 
ter did not commit himself to a time- 


deputy secretary for monitoring the _ 
reservation orders, especially to the 
physically handicapped.  . : 
As far as the time-bound 
me for employment of the 
concerned it has been a 
letters would be to ( 
ters emphasisi ne 
possible measur 


progr 


blind registered with special employ- 
ment exchanges. A meeting of the 
employing Ministries and private em 
ployers would be called within a 
month to *impress upon them the need 
to employ at least one blind person 
immediately with ultimate objective 
of absorbing all blind persons reg- 
istered at special employment agen- 
cies." The agreement has been 
reached without the government con- 
ceding any of the demands which the 
NEB had enumerated in its charter of 
demands. “Our sympathies are with 
the blind. We shall do all that we can 
and we shall study the problem,” said 
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ince 5 July, around 1,600 junior 
AJ doctors of Delhi’s six major govern- 
- ment hospitals have gone on strike. As 
= aresult, medical services in the capital 
тау soon be paralysed. Only 600 
‘senior doctors and about 220 doctors, 
-appointed after the strike to help the 
former, remain to take care of the 
patients admitted to these hospitals. 
Some of the outdoor departments have 
already been closed down. The rest are 
- able to cope with only half the number 
_ of patients (about 13,000 daily) requir- 
ing diagnosis and treatment. The 
_ Health Ministry, on receiving a fort- 
а night's notice by the Junior Doctors' 
_ Federation of Delhi, took steps to 
prevent the strike from crippling the 
. health service altogether. - 
= Essential services such as materni- 
.: ty and emergency units are being run 
efficiently by overworked senior doc- 
d doctors. 


` tors and the newly appo: 
Small hospitals and d 
tre 


over the city hm 
verted from; the major 
However, these measures ‹ 
palliative, not curative, a 
situation is to be prevented fri 
ing into a crisis, the strike will | 
be called off or new doctors will have 
to be fou. 


accommodate a 


„Junior doctors demonstrating outside Ni 
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Minister, Mr Anjaiah. 
Lal Khurana 
ommission con- 


the Labour 
Meanwhile, Manan 

as claimed that the с 

ныса to enquire into the lathi 
charge on the blind on 16 March, has 
held. the police guilty. According to 
him, though Delhi’s Lt Governor Mt 
Jagmohan had asked for departmental 


action against the police Officer, the 
1 ignored, but 


request has not only beer | 
the officer has been given ап impor- 
tant portfolio in the crime branch. 


SAUMITRA, BANERJEE, 
New Delhi 


Unhealthy strike 


i i 


man Bhavan, Delhi 


doctors. 
The strike is fast turning into a 
nightmare for the poorer sections of 
society who form the majority of pa- 
tients in thèse hospitals—the Lok 
Nayak Jaya Prakash, Govind Ballabh 
Pant, Sucheta Kripalani, Kalavati 
Saran, Ram Manohar Lohia’ and Saf- 
darjang hospitals. Ramwati, a 31-year- 
old labourer was on the'verge of tears 
because she could not have her infant 
who was suffering from a stomach 
upset and fever, treated at the Safdar- 
jang “hospital. The autonomous All 
India Institute of Medical Sciences 
which is cheaper is already over- 
crowded, with patients spilling in from 
all parts of the city and outside. So are 
the smal] health centres and dispen- 
saries in Delhi. “If we are to go to a 
private practitioner, it means not giv- 
ing my children food for the next few 
days—what am I to do?” she moaned. 
Hospital wards which remain over- 
crowded with patients lying in the 
aisles and corridors, now have four out 
of ten beds vacant. Ironically, patient 
care has improved at these hospital 
wards simply because there are fewer | 
patients to attend to and the same 
number of senior doctors are on the 
rounds. However, with barely 35 per 
tent of doctors’ workforce i i 
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`| It has been found that the Dea 
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Blinding || = 
| putti 
3 daily 
carelessness Al 
n 6 July 30-year-old Baban dan 
Vithoba Ughade was admitted gazet 
to Ward No 20 of the Ophthalmolo. ment 
gy department of the Medical Со]. cond 
lege Hospital, Nagpur with a minor and t 
eye complaint. Next morning, a unle: 
senior doctor informed him that his doctc 
left eye had developed an infection hous 
and had to be operated. The opera. in mi 
tion was performed. Baban lost his sevel 
left eye. He is now having trouble leges 
with the right eye and fears that he Rs 7( 
might lose it too. Baban, a clerk in or he 
the retail, sales of the Empress Mills their 
is the sole breadwinner of the fami. | 200— 
ly consisting of five dependents, | by x 
The tragedy that struck the Doct 
Ughade family is not a lone inst. ity w 
ance. Officially, some 20 patients ernm 
have been affected by this infection I ga 
described as *pseudomonas pyocy- | - саг 
nic—a very virulent type of infec- | | othei 
tion even immune to antibiotics", are + 
No sooner was the infection de- | | 
tected, when the Ophthalmology | | gran! 
department of the Nagpur Medical | | beca 
Hospital shut its door to fresh oper- regis 
ations. But all too late, for already a henc 
dozen or more patients were par- a rer 
tially or totally blinded. are 
What caused the ipfection to Dr(V 
invade the operation theatre of the | tor-g 
Medical Hospital? In Nagpur, im: | pare 
proper autoclaving sterilisation of | | state 
surgical instruments, inadequate | | resid 
cleaning of laundry and careless: Het: 


ness on the part of the operating 
surgeons combined together to | | 
cause the tragedy. Doctors agree) | 
that once the infection sets in there | 
is hardly any cure other than re 
moving the infected eye to prevent | | 
the infection from spreading to the | | 
other eye. The tragedy has beet 
aggravated by the apathy of th 
hospital authorities to conduct 8! 
investigation. Their argument wa 
that the investigation would } 
volve a lot of expense: the invest 
gation consisted of sending the eya id 
swab for examination to Bomba 

The episode has caused a flutte 
in the Maharashtra legislatur 
Angry members rebuked the 60! 
ernment for its indifference in d 
ing with human lives. Meanwhile, 
staggering truth has come to li i 


In, action. | = 
Hazratganj. 
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the Medical college is allowed onl | 
Rs 250 (a month) for any purc ase | 
and to make other purchases he n% | 
to obtain the permission of diré 
tors of various health depar 
stationed at Bombay. Small ' 
then, that the sprawling comp 
the Medical College at Марр! 
in filth and dirt and in dire nee 
good management. — 
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hospital work has been affected 
seriously, in spite of senior doctors 
putting in nearly 12 hours of work 
daily in place of the normal six hours. 

All these problems have been cre- 
ated because the junior doctors have 
demanded better salaries (class I 
gazetted officers’ grades), a curtail- 
ment of working hours, better working 
conditions and some other facilities, 
and the government refuses to budge 
unless the strike is called off. A junior 
doctor is one who does his or her 
house-surgeonship, or postgraduation 
in medicine or surgery. In Delhi, as in 
seven other centrally-run medical col- 
leges, a junior doctor is paid between 
Rs 760 and Rs 1300, depending on his 
or her seniority. In the other states, 
their counterparts receive between Rs 
200—Rs 500. The hours of work put in 
by a junior doctor in India are around 
80-100 hours per week. The Junior 
Doctors! Federation now demands par- 
ity with doctors employed by the gov- 
ernment in one of the services as Class 
I gazetted officers, who start on a 
salary of Rs 1,350 plus house rent and 
other allowances. Their working hours 
are 42 hours a week. 

The Health Ministry refuses to 
grant their demands unconditionally 
because it claims that the JDF is not a 
registered body, has no bye-laws and 
hence is not justified in claiming to be 
a representative body. Their demands 
are therefore unreasonable. Says 
Dr(Mrs) S. K. Sandhu, assistant direc- 
tor-general of health services: *Com- 
pared to their cousins in the (other) 
states these doctor-students known -as 
resident doctors are much better off". 
Her view that resident doctors all over 
the world are paid less than doctors 


employed in the health services, is 
backed by a house-surgeon who has 
little sympathy with the striking doc- 
tors. Dr Sandhu who is in charge of the 
Control Cell for Strike Purposes in 
Nirman Bhavan, feels that the motiva- 
tion for the strike is partly related to 
the fact that doctors in India are no 
longer able to go to the West after 
graduation because of various restric- 
tions placed on them by foreign, 
(mainly the American, British and 
Canadian government).“Moreover 
they are not willing to work in rural 
areas. Now since they have to stay in 
the country, they want a deal better 
than what they deserve”, added Dr 
Sandhu. 

Though it is true that resident doc- 
tors the world over get a smaller pay 
packet than their graduate batch- 
mates who are employed with the 
national health services, an Indian 
doctor works twice as many hours 
daily. The JDF’s demand for better 
working conditions could well be a 
war-cry of all working people in India. 
The demand cannot be an issue to 
strike. However, the government 
seems to be playing it cool, with the 
Health Minister, B. Shankaranand 
having found time to spend five days 
in Moscow watching the Olympics 
while his Ministry was embroiled in a 
situation affecting the lives of 
thousands of people. The situation has 
now became a prestige issue with 
neither the government nor the strik- 
ing doctors willing to give in: the worst 
casualty is the poor patient who is not 
dying but needs treatment 


DEBASISH CHATTERUI, 
New Delhi 
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Who do legislarors 
Think they are? 


By ARUN SHOURIE 
SPECIAL INVESTIGATION: | 
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tery of 


Acruel >- 
trade 


in Nepali girls 
єє EIN shadi nahi karugi, kabhi 

nahin” (I shall never get mar- 
ried, never) said 19-year-old Mala, one 
of the 50 Nepali girls held by the 
Lucknow police under the Immoral 
Traffic Act recently. Tears started roll- 
ing down her cheeks as she talked 
„about home, family and friends. It was 
‘a sordid story. She had been forced to 
became a prostitute by underworld 
operators who had smuggled her out of 
Nepal two years ago. 

In the shadowy lanes of Chowk, the 
old city of Lucknow, are houses that 
closely match pigeonholes in their 
dinginess and stuffiness. Beyond the 
walls of these houses are the centres o 
the age-old profession. The dancing 
girls of the era of nawabs have dis- 
appeared and their place has been 
taken by the innocent-looking Kan- 
chees of Nepal. 


These unfortunate girls come from 
poverty-stricken mountainous areas of 
Nepal. Males of the family are general- 
ly employed away from homes as daily 
labourers and house servants. Employ- 
ment opportunities for women are 
almost nil as the areas lie on a high 
altitude with almost no means of culti- 
vation. The mode of operation to ac- 
quire the Kanchees is simple. A Nepali 
girl in the profession and belonging to 
the same area acts as a decoy. With 
ostentatious display of her costly be- 
longings she impresses the girls. Word 
spreads around that she has a lucra- 
tive job in Lucknow. 


The girls, belonging to the age 
group of 12 to 16 years, are organised 
into lots by the procurers, who are 
introduced to the girls by the decoy. 
Respectable jobs are guaranteed to 
the girls, while the parents are paid Rs 
100 to Rs 150 for each girl. 


Normally, during the first six 
months, a girl does not get paid at all. 
All their earnings are kept with the 
didis. The girl who earns the most gets 
a bonus, while others are beaten and 
raped by the ‘bouncers’. Every month . 
a new lot of Kanchees are smuggled in 
from Nepal, and for each ‘new’ girl the 
police is paid a fixed nazrana (sum of 
money): A girl is not kept in one place 
for more than six months. The s 
racketeers keep the girls circulatin 
from one ‘kotha’ to another and from- 
one city to another. A girl is made to. 
retire at the age of 25, after which she _ 
becomes a didi. The new didi in turn, 
traps:10 to 15 girls and starts a thri 
ing business. All efforts made b 
police to check prostitution 
proved futile. The number: 
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Racism at Britain's 


Grays Inn 


The lawyers are also prejudiced 


SPIRING BARRISTERS, as is well 

known, must eat their way into 
their profession. It is one of the central 
vertebrae in the ancient spine of the 
British legal system that pupils will 
not be called to the bar until they have 
eaten enough meals at the Inns of 
Court. - 

Not that one can just pop 1n, on a 
whim, for egg and chips at tea time. 
One must put on one's gown and turn 
back one's mind to the days—not so 
long past—when a successful appli- 
‘cant to the bar had to be ‘a gentleman 
of good standing, not engaged in 
trade’. One must rigorously abide by 
the customs of one’s Inn (and each is a 
law unto itself), or one may find one- 
self at a grim disadvantage later on in 
one's career. 

If the quality of the legal service 
provided by each Inn were to be 
judged by the loving care with which 
its dinner-eating rituals were pre- 
served, then we could be sure to find 
the most skilled advocates at Grays 
Inn. For there, when the food has been 
eaten, when the judges have retired to 
their private rooms, when permission 
has been given to smoke, and when the 
port has started to circulate...the 
splendid game of ‘challenging’ begins. 

Imagine, if you will, a hall full of 

grown-up lawyers who have just eaten 
dinner. One of them may suddenly 
leap on to the bench on which he (or 
she) has been sitting, and challenge 
another to recite a poem. There will 
need to be a reason for the challenge: 
perhaps the other person has mispro- 
nounced the challenger’s name. And it 
must be addressed to the most senior 
barrister in the hall. ‘Master Senior, I 
wish to challenge X, on account of Y, 
to do Z...’ (in suitably eloquent cour- 
troom phrases, of course). Master 
Senior will call upon X to make a 
speech in self-defence and if that is 
unsuccessful, then X must pay a fine, 
in the form of a bottle of port, or else 
recite the damn poem. 

The port flows; challenge follows 
challenge as barristers and their 
pupils leap up on to their benches and 
down again; and phrases are turned 
ever more wittily as the evening wears 
on. At a recent guest night, for exam- 
ple, avocado pears had been served for 
dinner. A young man who had brought 
his бает to dine with him wished 

to challenge another young man who 
was sitting near by: it was alleged that 


the latter hac remarked that the:lady 
had ‘a lovely pair’. In defence, he 
protested that he had been referring 
to the avocado and to the avocado 
.' alone. Master Senior declared that he 
could not judge the merits of the case 
until he had seen for himself. So the 
unfortunate young womaG@Os@simmublic 4 


ched to the top of the hall to show her 
‘pair? to the eminent barrister. All 
good, clean fun. р 

" Sometimes things get a little out of 
hand. On Thursday, 10 July, the after- 
dinner rituals were in full swing. Songs 
had been sung, poetry had been re- 
cited, and everybody was talking and 
laughing and drinking and smoking in 
the usual fashion until a prominent 
and influential member of the Inn, Ms 
Clarissa Dickson-Wright, addressed 
the senior barrister. Master Senior, 
Sir, she said, these people (indicating 
a group of eight students) had not 
been contributing to the evening's 
entertainment; she moved that they be 
allowed to sing a song. 

One of the eight protested that they 
did not know any songs to sing. Master 
Senior replied, in a light-hearted tone, 
that he found their behaviour offen- 
sive nonetheless; he would give them 
five minutes to come up with a song. 
Another of them rose to offer, on 
behalf of the eight, to pay the custom- 
ary fine. Ms Dickson-Wright objected: 
Master Senior should order them to 
leave, she said. Master Senior ruled 
that the case was proved and the eight 
students must leave. 

Diners at Grays Inn sit in *messes' 
of four. Of the offending group one 
‘mess’ consisted of two Africans, a 
West Indian and an Indian. A quick 
glance around the hall would .have 
suggested that they were the only 


THE STEADFAST ONE 
i 


black students present. 

They were not keen to go, The 
asked for leave to appeal to the judge 
(a part of the ‘challenging’ ritual 
which is rarely used). Ms Dickson 
Wright got up on her bench again If 
they wanted to appeal under the Race 


‘Relations Act, she said, they wer, 


welcome to try. But if they were ng 
going to leave, then let a round of Rule 
Britannia be sung for them. Most of 
the diners joined in a rousing chorus 
of Rule Britannia. The eight students 
had no alternative but to walk out 

As the final verse drew to a close 
the, West Indian and one of the Afri. 
cans returned. The West Indian Stood 
up to express his disgust—but was 
jeered and shouted down; then the 
African student rose to his feet. He 
felt it was his duty, he said, to report 
the matter to his father, a high-rankin 
official at the Nigerian embassy. He 
would insist that a top-level complaint 
be made. He demanded the name of 
the senior barrister—that night a Mr 
Andrew Pinder. 

The room fell silent. The diners 
were deeply embarrassed. They apolo- 
gised profusely. They begged the 
young African to appeal instead to the 
judges of Grays Inn. The two men 
swept out, unrepentant. Ms Dickson- 
Wright went to find the remaining six 
and took them off to a local hostelry, 
where she bought them champagne 
and invited them to dine with her at 
one of her clubs. 

It was a chastening experience for 
all. The young African father has nev- 
er had any connection with the Nige- 
rian embassy. 


ANNA COOTE, London 
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e fast was broken. Raj Narain lost ten kg in wel, 


managed to focus attention on this serious problem. 
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Bombay liquor lords settle 


with political lords 


Hush money soothed the Government 


HERE is a temporary truce be- 

tween the Government and the 
350 licensed liquor vendors in Bom- 
bay. On 28 December, 1979 the 
Collector of Bombay had passed an 
order discontinuing the licence of 
one Ganji Vijpal Visharia, a licensed 
foreign liquor vendor, on the 
grounds that his shop was within the 
prohibited area, being in the vicinity 
of a Parsi fire temple. The Collector 
said that the licence would not be 
renewed if the premises were not 
shifted by 31 March, and this date 
was subsequently extended to 30 
June. 

Ganji filed a petition challenging 
the order of the Collector after the 
latter sent him another notice on 1 
July, 1980. 

In fact, 350 shops in the city were 
issued orders to explain why they 
should not be closed because they 
were in the vicinity of 75 metres of 
schools and temples. The liquor ven- 
dors were shocked as many of them 
had only recently renewed their 
licences without any trouble. Under 
Sub-rule(2) of Rule 25 of the Bom- 
bay Foreign Liquor Rules, as 
amended in 1979, no licence could 
be granted in respect of any shop 
situated within the jurisdiction of 
any municipal corporation which 
was within the distance of 75 metres 
of any educational, religious institu- 
tion and maternity home. 

Justice Mody of the Bombay High 
Court who heard Ganji's appeal this 
week, granted an ad-interim injunc- 
ton pending the admission of the 
petition. The counsel for the state 
applied for time to put in an affida- 
vit in reply to oppose admission of 
the petition. The judge adjourned 
the matter till 25 July, but directed 
the respondents without prejudice 
to the rights and contentions of the 
‘parties to remove the seal on the 
shop and allow the petitioner to 
Carry on his business in the mean 
while and to return the records 
seized by them. 

. Meanwhile the liquor vendors set 
in motion the wheels of their power- 
ful lobby in the city. Two groups, the 
Maharashtra Wine Merchants’ Asso- 
ciation and the Maharashtra Rajya 
Deshi Daru Vikreta Mahaman- 
dal(MRDDVM), met the Chief 
Minister Mr A.R. Antulay to find out 
what the order was all about. They 
also took this opportunity to mint 
money by raising their prices. There 
was a scarcity of liquor since 150 
shops were actually seized. A bottle 


which cost between Rs six and Rs 
seven was sold for Rs 12 after 1 July. 
The liquor vendors were angry. They 
alleged that they had made big 
payoffs to get the licences in the 
first place. The minimum under-the- 
table figure was Rs 15,000 and some- 
times it went as high as Rs 2 lakhs, 
where permit rooms were involved. 
Members of the drinking public 
were equally incensed. Angry letters 
to the editor in newspaper columns 
said *Closing liquor shops on flimsy 
grounds is not at all surprising. 
Every year some kind of gimmick is 
thought up on equally flimsy 
grounds when a ‘settlement’ is 
reached. Last year it was enforce- 
ment and subsequent withdrawal of 
two dry days a week. It doesn’t need 
an astrologer to predict that once 


the concerned shop owners meet the 
Government authorities across the 
table and come to a settlement 
under the table, the shops will 
reopen in the very near future.” ~ 
The bigwigs in the liquor trade 
like Nandi Kapai of Mohan Meakin, 
K.C. Kapur of Metro Wines and 
Pratap Kolhe of Mayur Wines and = NN 
Killedar and Jaiswal of the ER 4 
MRDDVM met the Chief Minister Si 
Mr Antulay. The legislator from 
South Bombay Mr O.P. Bahl who has 
a permit room that does roaring 
business, was also present. They 
have got a reprieve for two months 
from 11 July to 10 September on 
existing conditions. The citizens are 
waiting for the outcome with curios- 
ity. If liquor vendors get a reprieve 
and continue in the 75-metre vicin- 
ity of temples and schools, then it 4. 
can mean only one thing, that _ | € 
*under-the-table business' rivals the | 
flourishing hooch trade. : 


OLGA TELLIS, Bombay 


WES Kerala government has for 
long been watching the move- 
ment of the Police Association with 
concern. Increasing restlessness 
and indiscipline among the police- 
men including the constables and 
the officers will perhaps be the first 
major problem which the Left 
Front government will have to tack- 
le. The agitation was triggered off 
by tbe government's decision to 
transfer the sub-inspector and the 
two constables on the charge of 
arresting a person. The Police Asso- 
ciation reacted to this sharply and 
held a meeting to voice protest. The 
venue of the meeting was a place 
close to the bus station at Iddukki 
district. 

As a retaliatory measure, the 
government suspended Ra- 
jasekharan Nair and Vijayan, two 
constables for taking the lead in 
organising a public meeting against 
official orders. The head constable 
of the Armed Reserved Camp, 
Bhaskaran and two other head con- 
stables, Jose Matthew and Feroze 
Khan who addressed the meeting. 
were transferred. Ironically the 
Police Association had been laun- 
ched with the blessings of the Marx- 
ist Home Minister, T. K. Ramak- 
rishnan who had little idea that it 
would ultimately boomerang on 
him. From its inception there were 
differences of opinion among the 
ruling front Parties as to the free- 
dom of the Police Association. A. K. 
Anthony, the KPCC president had 
warned that it might lead to indisci- 


Misused freedom? _ 


"pointed out the inconveni 


pline and trade unionism was th 
last thing the government w 1 
permit. There had been allegations 
from all quarters against the 
CPI(M) that it was organis 
policemen along trade union bs 
Although the Party brushed ! Ê 
these allegations yet the slogan _ 
‘Inquilab Zindabad' that greeted | 
the Home Minister at the inaugural _ 
function of the Police Association - 
corroborates this view. They haye - 
also cited a few more instances. | 
The policemen with their newly | 
achieved freedom were possibly . 
under the’ impression that th 
Association was as effective - 
weapon as any trade union. They 
had allegedly defied orders from | 
the high-ups especially that of | 
transfer orders. The Association of | 
the constables took another step by 
charging the officers for harsh 
haviour. The officers in tu 
charged them with insubordin 
tion. Y 1 i 


of Tellichery, northern Ker 
a meeting to protest ag 
CPI(M)’s interference. | 
work. They also met the 
ern range, Kumaraswamy, | 


faced by them because of 
interference. Since the 
over the home depai 
has been largescale tra 
police personnel 
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you only hear of it when a 
new big star is added to its 
cast. In the recent past Dim- 
ple's entry has been the only 
new step the film has taken 
by way of progress. 
R AJESH is certainly 
seeing a lot of Dimple 
these days. In fact, when a 
friend jokingly told Dimple 
that Rajesh is having a roar- 
ing affair with his own wife, 
she threw her head back and 
laughed in with honest glee, 
acknowledging the truth of 
the rumour. 
HE last time Amitabh and 
Shatru got together in a 
film, which had the word pat- 
Ahar in its title, along with 
writers Salim-Javed and 
A the superstar got the 
first jolt in a fairly 
å smooth reign of a cou- 
ges \ ple of years. The film 
M АЕ  кааЈа Patthar was 
o кз hc res released and fell 
- : on its face. 
ù Now the film, 


ye yw eee. 


Jayant Das — — -usouc) !eWaN 


Smita Patil, the new glamour girl 


SE days Simple Kapa- 
dia is looking after her 
didi Dimple almost like a 
mother-hen. But stories con- 
tinue to circulate about her 
marriage to Manoj Kaytee, 
` вап of the producerof Neeyat 
in which she has a role. They 
have been seen going around 
together a lot , and she has 
even been mysteriously wear- 
ing a mangalsutra. When 
questioned about it, she has 
told people, “No Yaar, Тат” 
not married.,, May be she 
thinks wearing a mangalsutra 
is the in thing to do or maybe 
she is staying with her pa- 
rents in spite of marriage. So 
‘the mystery of Simple’s mar- 
-riage still remains. 
Hive you seen the way. 
Smita Patil looks in the. 
commercial films? Nothing 
' short of a stunner. With her 
new glamour, she.has created 
face-history” ! Already co- 
stars like Amitabh, who is a 
perfect match for her, and 
other heroes are seeing the 
magic done to their own 
Jaded looks merely by being 
cast with her. The girls are 
beginning to squirm in their- 
“seats about the definite rise 
of Smita. 
TTIS-. confirmed news that 
imple has signed on for 
the grand film Chanakya 
‘Chandragupta. The film has 
been in cold storage for the 
past two to three years and 
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Simple Kapadia: 
sisterly inclined 


Shatrughan Sin 
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Patthar Ke Log has that 
strange Amitabh-Shatru- 
Salim-Javed combination, 
Amitabh felt wary and it 
seems he has walked out of 
the film. Apparently he has 
date problems and the writer. 
duo, themselves very inse- 
cure, are working on a new 
strategy: that of getting their 
scripts filmed within a year to 
also insure topicality and 
freshness. So they couldn’t 
possibly wait for the hero 
who would take his own time, 
More important perhaps is 
Shatru’s role, which seems to 
be longer and better than 
Amitabh’s. So the superstar 
has wisely chosen to step out 
of it rather than grumble ab- 
out it later. 

I YOU know that the 

$ topmost heroine who has 
been stripped to her almost- 
nothings by makers like Raj 
Kapoor and Feroze Khan, 
almost dies each time she has 
to don her skimmy attire? 
She admits herself that She is 
basically a shy person and 
has a lot of hassles before 
coming in front of the camera 
dressed — rather undressed 
— as she does. And as for 
those hip-swinging dances 
she is forced to throw in, it is 
not without embarrassment 
that she goes through the pre- 
scribed steps ! Strange, but 
true ! 


ha: again with Amitabh 
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DEDS Rathi Agnihotri’s, 


JZ recent visit to Bombay a 
Journalist asked her if she 
was one of the top heroines 
down South. “I’m the top 


one,” said Rathi. This remark 


has caused much consterna- 
tion among her female col- 
leagues. Rathi is no doubt a 
very successful actress: her 
three recent films in Tamil, 
Telugu and Kannada have 
done remarkably well and 
she has also signed a couple 
of big Hindi films opposite 
Sunil Dutt and Vijay Anand. 
But a heroine like Sridevi 
who starred in Guru along 
with Kamalahasan is doing 
excellently at the box-office 
and she’s confident that her 
Johnny opposite Rajnikant 
will be a super hit too. Srip- 
riya, despite a lean period 
last year has bounced back 
into the top bracket. Director 
J. Mahendran who has just 
completed Johnny has signed 
her to act opposite Rajnikant 
in his next film. She’s also 
there in Devar’s new Tamil 
film. After all, Rathi, for all 
her charm and grace, has 
been around only for two 
years. 
ESPITE his many film 
assignments, actor- 
producer Sivaji Ganesan is 
taking an active interest in 
the production of a historical 
play on Tippu Sultan. 
Although it’s been a year 
since his unit has been work- 
ing on it, it may not be staged 
before the middle of next 
year. It’s more than three 
years since Sivaji staged a 
play. His last play Thangapa- 
dakkam was a smashing hit 
on the screen too. Presently 
it’s being made into a Hindi 
film by Ramesh Sippy star- 
ring Dilip Kumar and Ami- 
tabh. It’s titled Shakti. 
OLLOWING the success 
of Guru producers are 
shówing extra enthusiasm in 
signing Kamalahasan. He’s 
now acting in, apart froma 
dozen other films, in a Devar 
film which stars Sripriya. The 
previous Devar hit starred 
Rajnikant and Rathi Agni- 
hotri. i 


TZ AILASH SARAOGI the 
man who made a fortune 
by dubbing Jayabharathy's 
Malayalam film Man Ka. 
Angan into Hindi is hoping 
that his next dubbed venture 
Pratisodh will also be a big ' 
hit, But what happened to his 
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Deepa in O Inti Baghotsm 


dream of making a soft porno 
film in Hindi with Jayabhar- 
athy in it? After her marriage 
the “sexy” actress refuses to 
strip, it’s reported. Not even 
for Kailash Saraogi. 

HAT happened to the 

Hindi version of Shank- 
ar Guruin which Amitabh 
was to enact three roles? The 
producers seem to have drop- 
ped the film after realising 
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flop. Solwa Sawan, the Hindi 
remake of the super hit 16 
.Vayathinile flopped because 
it used Bhojpuri lingo apart 
from miscasting, accordi 
one of its producers. Didn’t 
Dilip use the Bhojpuri dialect 
in Gunga Jamuna? Di A 
body boycot the film b 
of that? te 


PIOUSJ 


the declining popularity of 
Amitabh. According to direc- 
tor S. Ramanathan, the pro- 
ject is still alive. Incidentally, 
Amitabh has never clicked in 
a Madras-made Hindi film . 
The flop list includes films 
like Pyar Ki Kahani, Sanjogh 
and Do Aur Do Paanch. 


tors come out with strange 
explanations when their films 
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: inevitably with the bat, although quite 3 2 
T was in 1943 that Christ- recently he was noticed muttering at h 
opher Columbus disco- Bob Willis, when a bit of *aggro" took hi 
vered the island of Anti- place at Old Trafford, laced as it was k | 
gua. Set over 108 square with an incredible offensive with the An 
miles in the heart of the wilow. In 
Caribbean sea, it had been a much This quiet defiance he also demóns- di 
‘fought for prize between Spain, trated when deciding to take up crick- Te 
peony аты] England, But, сашты et as a career. His father wanted him M 
brief occupancy by the French, it has to emigrate to New York and settle for па 
always remained British, currently en- un o da job which would pay him De 
Joying a dominion status of sorts. enough for night school. But without m 
The population: іп Antigua is only refusing. the offer, he stuck to his eG 
75,000 and the terrain quite typical of inclination and no one will disagree iy 
the region—partly volcanic, partly cor- that it was the right choice. It was, fer 
al surrounded by superb sandy white perhaps, based on the sure knowledge Qu 
beaches, which are almost entirely of his. knack for the game — a conclu- wý tra 
reef-protected and with the replenish- 8) nn e sion he must have reached not merely the 
ment of sunshine, ideal for swimming, from his showing in first class cricket, dei 
'snorkelling and all forms of .acquatic but also from the way he had per- no 
recreations. In fact, very much in con- formed in the makeshift circumst- Sy 
sonance with the territories in this h U mn te ir ances of his boyhood. Referring to the stu 
area, the main industry is tourism and one-against-one cricket he would play wa 
nc island Dagenerally teeming pith with his brother, Mervyn, in the dirt- wh 
merican an uropean visitors a ard behind their house when he was mo 
ue year заци But contrary to the ASHIS RAY from London у young, Richards remarks: *We wa. 
Character of the neighbouring nations, would try to keep the ball down be- pos 
Antigua, traditionally, has not staked reports on the latest West cause if ou hit Р over the fence you the 
claims of being a nerve-centre of real Indian batting wonder, would collect six runs, but you would | age 
competitive sport, nor, in the past, has Vivi Richard be out таап, because there were wild i cri 
it boasted of exceptional talent in мап Richards dogs waiting on the other side.” Need- wel 
major games. Not even cricket, which less to say, he would emerge from the Sco 
1s as synonymous with this part of the fray more successfully as he would 197 
world as calypsoes and Reggae music. even in larger company and a broader | m 
Indeed, even ten years ago, the island setting: *Everybody wanted a game | rec 
Ae Be in the regular rota of and it was every man for himself. If a Sur 
B engagements. fielder ran a batsman out or caught a 
However, in 197] a coaching body in ball on one hop, you were out and he A 
St John’s — capital of Antigua—pick- went into bat. It was a sweet game. liar 
ed two boys just out of Grammar You’d have upwards of 15 people cric 
School for a six week course at Alf round the bat, so you didn’t take many bat: 
ере EE ор Ander- chances.” not 
son Roberts, a fast bowler, and Vivian | 
Richards, a batsman. “It was bitterly [RUCHARDS; first class debut was | ES 
cold. We were very lonely," the latter for Leeward Island against Wind- | Ser 
recalls in his book. "Once we went ta ward Island іп 1971; in the same season | cu 
ч see Arsenal play Leeds at Highbury. he turned out for the Combined Is- spic 
\. That was the highlight of the stay.” lands in the Shell Shield. A year later | this 
But sharp and receptive, he also pick- he was "spotted" by Colin Cowdrey, 27 the 
ed up useful tips relating to his bat- who mentioned the lad in an article in ў insi 
ting. Gover, quick to size up the admix- The Cricketer and that paved the way fast 
ture of rare ability nurtured on hard for a certain Len Creed to rope him in Ric 
wickets, refrained from altering for the Lansdowne Club in Bath for the | scat 
Richards basic approach but advised following summer. This, as was to be | alor 
him to "keep his bat nearer his pads." expected, proved to be only a stepping | апу 
Bichards never forgot the suggestion, stone; Someršet soon sensed a valu- | bow 
Ae Ing it infinitely difficult for bow- able asset in Richards and signed him | fou 
Ин, since, to drive a hole in his up for the 1974 semester. And to this ¢ sea: 
technique. day he e remained loyally with this о 
SAAC Vivian Alexa А county. Somerset have the unique dis: an 
T born in a Eo ur Richards tinction of bearing in their ranks, at | SO. | 
John's on 7 March, 1952. His lofty one time or the other, the three most | Pru 
standards he imbibed from his father dieuneuished batsmen of the present last 
a prison officer and cricketin all: era—Greg Chappell, Vivian Richards | tou 
rounder for the island, *He taught me and Sunil Gavaskar. But among them, | al 
dominance,” he says, “the idea cf ‘well the West Indian has, unarguably, ren- | cou. 
layed' was not convincing to him," As dered them the best service, notably in | sho 
or his gentleness, this he inherited the one-day games, Thrice he has won fos 
from his mother and so ingrained is the 'Gillette Man of the Match' award, de К 
this trait in his personality that his an equal number of times he has ms, 
answer to any provocation is infre. г picked up the "Benson & Hedges Gad this 
quently with abuse or physical vio. award; alte year, with an innings of n te 
lence, but with temperate yet hardhit- in the Gillette Cup final and severa thig 


ting methods, In the cricket field, it is 
42 


timely efforts in the John Player Sun- 
day league, he steered his side to 
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first-ever victories in the two tourneys. 
In the Schweppes County Champion- 
Ship, his most remarkable essay 
erupted in 1977 when he accumulated 
2,I6I runs at an average of 65.48. 

His performance for West Indies 
has been even more impressive. He set 
the ball rolling: with an undefeated 
knock of I92 at the Ferozeshah Kotla 
in only his second test and, his display 
in the series overall, left no one in 
doubt about his future prospects, 
True, he was in some difficulty nego- 
tiating the terrifying propensities of 
Dennis Lillie and Jeff Thomson in 
Australia in 1975-76. But by the end of 
that confrontation had gained the me- 
asure of the threat, notching up almost 
two centuries in the ultimate encoun- 
ter at Adelaide. So much so that 
Queensland extended to him a con- 
tract to play in the Sheffield Shield 
tlie next winter. Back home, he plun- 
dered three centuries against India in 
no more than four Tests. Admittedly, 
Syed Kimani's shoddy work behind the 
stumps contributed immensely to- 
wards the flourish, but in the periods 
when he was on top, Richards looked 
most permanent. Moreover, this gave 
way to a run-riot in England, where he 
posted 829 runs despite missing one of 
the five tests — the fourth highest 
aggregate in a series in the history of 
cricket. And contained in the havoc 
were three hundreds, including a top- 
score of 29I at The Oval. Indeed, in 
1976, Richards had registered 1,710 
runs for the calendar year—an all-time 
record which was later broken by 
Sunil Gavaskar. 


NETER only a couple of Tests 
against Bobby Simpson's Austra- 
lians, the world of “establishment” 
cricket, perforce, lost this master- 
batsman to Kerry Packer and it was 
not until the Prudential Cup last year 
that he resurfaced on the conventional 
stage. But a word on his feats in World 
Series Cricket. The contests under its 
auspices, as is well known, were con- 
spicuous for their low scores. Whether 
this was because of the unsuitability of 
the artificial wickets or because of the 
insurmountability of tackling genuine 
fast bowlers in floodlit conditions, 
Richards’ pre-eminence remained un- 
scathed. Versus the WSC Australians 
alone—and this represented, if not 
anything else, an international-class 
bowling áttack—he hit up 1,786 runs in 
fourteen *super tests" spread over two 
seasons. 

His return to the official West Indi- 
an fold was as riproaring, if not more 
so. A memorable unbeaten I38 in the 
Prudential Cup final against England 
last summer was his “gift” to the 
tournament and, apart from the sever- 
al glorious strokes he executed in 
course of this innings, his parting 
sshot—a towering improvised six to 
square leg off an attempted yorker 
from Chris Old—really set the seal on 
his genius. Six months later, unfortun- 
ately for Australia, he improved on 
this form and tormented the bowlers 
there no end. He was plagued by a 
thigh injury from the very beginning 
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of the tour, but overcame the handicap 
to provide a murderous 153 at Mel- 
bourne and quite a swashbuckling 62 
at Sydney against the hosts in the 
triangular one-day internationals. 
Even for the third competitors—Eng- 
land — there was no escape. An uncon- 
uered 85 at Brisbane making sure of 
that. Andsin the Tests, scores of 140, 
96, 76 and 74 in as many outings, need 
no elaboration thougħ it was not the 
number of runs he piled up, but the 
manner in which he got them that 
bespoke his class and calibre as a 
batsman. Never since that battering by 
Garfield Sobers in 1971-72, when he 
was still of tender age and lacking in 
experience has Dennis Lillie been tre- 
ated the way he was in his last encoun- 
ter with Richards. To go forward 
change your mind and square cut a 
man of Lillie’s pace and control over 
“movement” is considered impossible. 
And that was not the only innovation 
to be witnessed; hobbling about, im- 
paired in his running between the 
wickets, Richards was compelled to go 
for boundaries and as a result uncoiled 
many a stroke, which left the bowlers 
and the fieldsmen both leaden-footed 
and staring in disbelief. 
OW, on to this summer. After an 
unfamiliar bad patch in the Shell 
Shield games, Richards was by no 
means his vintage self in the matches 
leading up to the Tests against Eng- 
land. Indeed, his lack-lustre portrayal 
in the one-day internationals gave rise 
to much elation in the English camp. _ 
But came the first Test and the sparks 
began to fly all over again. At Trent 
Bridge he was the only batsman on 
either side to score runs in both in; 
nings. Then, in one of the most ruth- 
less exhibitions to be seen in recent 
times, he blasted 149 in the second 
Test at Lord's and, in the Mecca itself, 
installed himself as *king". There fol- 
lowed a most savage onslaught on 
Willis at Old Trafford and the much 
advertised plan to just contain him 


Ё 


had misfired totally. tr d 
: It is obvious that Richards is ableto - 
"read" a bowler a split second earlier 
than most others, How does he achieve 
it? Rather simple, if one accepts his 
view: "Really, I concentrate only on 
the bowler's arm. I dont't care which 
way he runs in or if he bowls over or 
around the wicket, or the way he use 
the crease or his feet. Nothing. pe 
the arm." An exceptional coordination 
of the eye and body movement, an 
ideal physique — 5ft 11 ins height, I3 
st 5 Ibs weight, muscular arms and a 
broad chest narrowing down to a 32- - 
inch waist — are his attributes, But 
what really is the extent of his devas- 
tation? His Somerset colleague and 
former Cambridge University captain 
Peter Roebulk offers an assessment; 
*Viv can murder any bowling at any 
time, but he needs some spark or 
reason first. He'll always succeed on 
the big occasion, except perhaps when 
he is trying too hard, and he'll fail 
when it doesn't matter." In Test crick- 
et at least Richards has Known no 
failure. Only occasionally, less success. 


Aw what about the man? His rug- 
gedly handsome face is blemished 
by scars on his left temple and cheek- 
bone — a damage inflicted when he 
tried to prevent a man from jumping a 
post office queue (he was hit by an 
iron pipe and broke his left little 
finger). But it takes nothing away from 
a cheerful and charming countenance. 
He is also modest and never ignorant 
about his debt to the past. Other than 
that he has a taste for fine clothes, 
likes speeding in expensive cars, en- 
joys jazz clubs and discotheques where 
he normally spends time till the early 
hours, sleeps till late in the mornings 
and, more often than not, avoids 
breakfast. But that gum chewing, lack- 
adaisical walk up to the wicket, the 
bored look on his face while batting — 
are highly deceptive indexes of his 

attitude; his seriousness is second to 

none: \ : 

Politics is not exactly Richards’ cup 
of tea. But he never conceals his 
respect for Muhammad Ali and what 
this boxer stands for. Nor does he hide - 
his militant pride in his colour and his 
people and, if the question ever arises, 
will probably refuse to play against a _ 
country having. links with South Afri- — 
ca. He has never forgiven Yorkshire 

for the racist comments from the - 
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Secondly, there was a limitation on 
the maximum number of pages— 
ten. No adjustment was permitted 
between circulation and the pages 
50 as to increase the pages. Thirdly, 
no inter-changeability was permit- 
ted between different papers of 
common ownership unit or diffe- 
rent editions of the same paper. 
- Fourthly, allowance of 20 per cent 
i increase in page level up to a max- 
imum of ten was given to newspap- 
ers with less than ten pages. 

The issue was whether it all 
added up to newsprint control or 
newspaper control. Rationing of 
newsprint is newsprint control. But. 
restriction after the quota is 
assigned could well be newspaper 
control. The majority held that 
"Government could not determine 
thus which newspaper should grow 
in page and circulation and which 
newspaper should grow only in cir- 
culation and not in pages. Freedom 
of press entitles newspapers to 
achieve any volume of circulation. 
Though requirements of newspap- 
ers as to page and circulation are 
both taken into consideration for 
fixing their quota, the newspapers 
should be thereafter left free to 
adjust their page number and circu- 
lation as they wish in accordance 
with the dictates of Article 19 (1) 
(a) of the Constitution.” 

Mr Justice Mathew dissented. 

He remarked: *A claim to enlarge 
the volume of speech by dimi- 
nishing the circulation raises the 
problem of reconciling the citizen's 
right to unfettered exercise of 
Speech in volume with the commun- 
ity’s right to undiminished circula- 
tion. Both rights fall within the 
ambit of the concept of freedom of 
speech. I would prefer to give more 
weight to the community’s claim 
here especially as I think that the 
claim to enlarge the volume of 
Speech at the expense of circulation 
1s not for exercising the freedom of 
Speech guaranteed by article 19(1) 
(a) but for commercial advertise-. 
ment for revenue which will not fall 
within the ambit of that sub- 
article.” 2 
. One hopes the new Press Com- 
mission: will recommend making 
freedom of the Press a fundamental 
-right by itself instead of leaving it 
to be spelt out from the right to 
freedom of speech and expression. 
Press freedom is the right of the 
Institution; free speech of the indi- 
vidual. A citizen, for instance, may 
not demand access to prisons. But 
have we-not reached a stage where 
Prisons should be thrown open to 
Inspection by the Press subject to: 
certain regulations? 


| HE concept of freedom 
of the Press commànds 
ready acceptance but 
: is only такое under- 
5155. Tes iJiplicatioris 
come into sharp focus only in actual 
ractice, especially when border- 
Jine cases arise. Some of the impli- 
cations have been spelt out by the 
Supreme Court. d 
Unlike the US Constitution 
which lays down, in the First 
Amendment, that *Congress shall 
make no law...abridging the free- 
dom of speech or of the press", the 
Constitution of India makes no such 
express provision. However, Article 
19(1) (a) provides that “all citizens 
shall have the right to freedom of 
'speech and expression" and the 
Supreme Court ruled in 1950 in 
Romesh Thapar's case that *there 
can be no doubt that freedom of 
speech and expression includes 
freedom of propagation of ideals, 
and that freedom is ensured by the 
freedom of circulation." 
im The court struck down the order 
{ of the Madras government which 
1 had banned the entry into the state 
j of the weekly Crossroads. It upheld 
[ the view that liberty of circulation 
І is as essential to Press freedom as 
the liberty of speech. In another 
case decided in 1950 the court 
ruled that imposition of pre- 
censorship on a journal is by itself a 
violátion of the liberty of the Press. 
Seven years later, however, the 
court upheld a Punjab Act empow- 
ering the State government, for a 
period not. exceeding two months, 
to prohibit publication of “any mat- 
ter relating to a particular subject". 
The court had in mind’ Ш атта- 
fory publications in conditions of 
communal strife but, as Mr M. C. 
Setalvad remarked, “It was some. 
what disheartening to see the court 
_ upholding the conferment of such a 
Power though its exercise was left 
solely to the subjective determina- 
Поп of the Executive.” It is an 
unfortunate ruling which; one 
Opes, will be revised gome day. 
In the Express Newspapers case 
the court ruled that no measure can 
be enacted which would*have the 


Civil 
Libertie 


By A. G. NOORANI 


Later, in the Sakal's case the 
court held unconstitutional the 
Newspaper (Price and Page) Act 
which regulated the number of 
pages and prices of newspapers. It 
rejected the argument that the act 
imposed reasonable restrictions on 
the business of publishing news- 
papers and fell within Article 19(2) 
(6) which enables the state to im- 
pose, in the interests of the general 
public, reasonable restrictions on 
the right to carry on a business. “It 
may well be within the power of the 
State to place in the interests of the 
general public, restriction upon the 
right of a citizen to carry on busi- 
ness but it is not open to the State 
‘to achieve this object by directly 
and immediately curtailing any 
other freedom of that citizen 
guaranteed by the Constitution and 
which is not susceptible of abridge- 

ment on the same grounds as are 
set out in Clause (6) of Article 19 
(regarding a business). Therefore, 
the right of freedom of Speech can- 
not be taken away with the object 
` of placing restrictions on the busi- 
ness activities of a citizen." If the 
law interfered with the freedom of 
circulation the fact that “its object 
was to suppress monopolies and 
prevent unfair practices is of no 
assistance.” 


The last of the series is the 
Bennett Coleman case decided in 
1972 in which the court, by a major- 
ity of 4:1, held the Import Policy for 
Newsprint 1972-73 void. Mr Justice 
K. K. Mathew dissented. Four fea- 
tures of the policy were questioned. 

Irst, no new edition of a newspap- 
€r could be started by а common 
ownership unit even within the au- 
thorised quota of newsprint. 


Act, 1955 as a measure essenti 

for the benefit of working опа 
1515 which did not affect the free- 
dom of the Press by reason of the 
greater financial burden it imposed 
on newspaper owners or otherwise. 
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З Slap-stick 


Professor Bhattacharya of BE 
College, near Calcutta had 
visitors at his first floor apart- 
ment recently. The time was 
around 8.30 pm and it was the 
professor's 10-year-old son, 
Sumit, who answered the 
knock on the front door. 
Three miscreants barged into 
the apartment while Sumit 
yelled, “Daddy, there is some- 
one with a gun !” The profes- 
sor was studying and his wife, 
Roma Bhattacharya, was en- 
grossed in her needlework. 


They received the visitors 
well enough, conceding their 
demand that no one should 


raise an alarm. But the*hospit 
ality of the Bhattacharya vas 
shortlived, Roma daslie: tsr- 
ward, pushed aside fics inus- 
band and planted hérself be- 
tween him and the man who 
was brandishing a revolver. 
Sumit looked fearfully as 
another man flourished his 
bhojali. And then Roma let 
fly a resounding slap at the 
man with the gun. Taking the 
cue from his mi&tress, the 
family dog pounced on the 
three visitors. The alarm had 
inadvertently been raised and 
the three *visitors" bolted. A 
slap in the face, if there ever. 
was one. 


Peaches on the beaches 


Baina was once a lovely beach 
in the port town of Vasco da 
Gama; it is now Goa's single 
largest brothel with over 600 
prostitutes doing brisk busi- 
ness. According to a subdivi- 
sional police officer, these 
prostitutes are the main iden- 
tifiable source of income for 
Vasco da Gama’s clothiers, 
cinema houses, bars and res- 


o in spite of some tall scores 
де а reasonably good séason 
with Somerset, Suhil Gavas- 
kar has decided against 
another summer in England. 
Not quite his brand of cricket 
it seems. Sunil had some re- 
grets though: *Pm so dis- 
appointed I won't be playing 


taurants, hotels, cabs, chem- 
ists, doctors and, of all people, 
pujaris. So the authorities are 
turning a blind eye. And why 
not. They argue that there are 
times when 30 ship-loads of 
insatiable sailors invade Vas- 
co da Gama; imagine the 
havoc that might be wrought 
if the good women of Baina 
were not there ! 


113S VINVAVI 


alongside Viv Richards next 


season. That would have been 
a deadly combination !^ And 
then, realisifig that He wasn't 
being modest and remember 
ing his image, he quipped: 
“Pm talking about his off- 
spinners and my leg-spinnérs 
of course". 

Dome 


Phoney burial 


Ever heard of a telephone 
being buried? Well, this is 
precisely what S. Srinivasan, 
a subscriber to the Delhi Tele- 
phones, has decided to do. 
Reason: his telephone, in 
spite of repeated requests for 
repair, has been “dead” for a 
long time and therefore an 
honourable burial is only be- 
fitting. The instrument, re- 
ports Saumitra Banerjee, will 


auen uesnug iuv/ uo 


be buried within the premises 
of the Karol Bagh Telephone | 
Exchange. And Srinivasan, 
háving made all necessary | 
arrangements, has also writ- | 
ten an interesting letter tothe | 
general manager of Delhi 
Telephones. In it he has 
claimed that his telephone | _ 
used to stop “breathing every 
now and then. ала this time it 
failed to revive”. ` 


Bachelor boy: not the 
way to say 


Rizk Ram created another stir 
in the Haryana Assembly re- 
‘cently. Earlier, this Congress 
(I) MLA from Sonepat had 
unravelled the Immortal Ploy. 
(Sunday, 17 August) of Chief 
Minister Bhajan Lal. This 
time, visibly troubled by the 


= 


growing incidence of гаре i 
the country, he demanded 
legislation to make marriage 
compulsory for all young men’ 
of 24 and above, This, accord 
ing to him,-was the only way 
in which the problem of rape 
could be solved. — ^. 


‘Kiss-n-go’ 


Calcutta’s traffic police have 
decided to encourage the 
“kiss-and-go” system. Yes, 
you read correctly: *kiss-and- 
go”. This means that the 
office-going husbands who 
have cars will be expected to 
have their wives drop them to 
office every morning. Then 
wives can drive back home. 


Joint commissioner of traffic, 
S. K. Ramachandran, who has 
just returned from abroad af- 
ter studyin 
apparently hit upon this id 


and feels it to be 10) 
ate V Use y 


to the city's traffic problem. 
which has reached a “point of _ 
no return”. He argues that the | 
idea is successful enough. 
the USA. Actually we are | 
рее: at the stupid 

this enterprise. Q 

How many o 

cutta have cars 

How many wive 


traffic problems, N 


| Beginning August 31 


SEA A is in Vi Mars and Uranus are in Libra, 
This week the Sun, Mercury and Jupiter are all assembled in a singlé Reuse. Saturn alone is in Virgo, 


ine is i ill be moving through Taurus, 
| Neptune is in Scorpio, Kethu is in Capricorn, Venus is in Gemini, R=ħù alone is in Cancer. The moon w g 
| Gemini and Cancer from Aries. 


LEO (July 23 — August 
22)You are indeed very 
swift and serious in your 
actions, yet you will suffer 
from an acute shortage of 
funds. You may have to go in for new 
loans. There may be other difficulties as 
well which you will have to face with faith, 
patience and self-confidence. Do not be 
dismayed by slow progress and indiffe- 
rent health. Avoid dejection and that will 
help you to overcome your present prob- 
lems. Good dates: 46 and 31. Lucky 
number 8. Favourable direction: North. 
VIRGO (August 23 — Sep- 
lember 22)Face good and 
evil with uprightness and 
wisdom. Your professional 
and social activities are 
weil signified this week. Follow new 
business methods without any hesitation 
but at the same time exercise some 
caution. Your domestic. life might be 
troubled by one or two awkward prob- 
lems concerning womenfolk. Some un- 
reasonable opposition to your plans is to 
be expected. Therefore think before tak- 
ing the advice of an elder person or a 
membér of the opposite sex. Good dates: 
3,4 and 6. Lucky numbers: 3,6 and 9. 
Favourable direction: West. 
3 LIBRA (September 23 — 
October 22)This is a lucky 
week for you. Your fi- 
nances will increase, often 
unexpectedly, through spe- 
cret means. Your social and 
professional affairs are well signified. 
Follow your intuitions in 
matters. Courtship an 
deferred this week. B 
tion by a member of t 
not be afraid of or 
new professional m 
bring good returns 
dates: 1, 3, 6 and 31 
and 6.Favourable dir 


ARIES (March 21 — April 
20)Guard against trickery 
and: deception in money 
matters. You will incur 
medical expense. Your 
attention. A new friendship 
may develop this week. You are advised 
to utilise your energy and initiative in your 
work. Success will depend on a vitally 
important decision which you will have to 
make by the end of the week. Be careful 
in your dealings with persons in authority. 

Good dates: 1,3,4, and 7. Lucky numbers: 

2,3 and 7. Favourable direction: North 


TAURUS (April 21 — May 
22)Your work provides you 
with hope and confidence 
initially. But in the end you 
will not be satisfied with the 
results of your efforts. You will be faced 
. with some perplexing problems as a 
` result of sudden, unexpected events 
which would be beyond your control. You 
are therefore advised to follow your 
hunches, especially in business matters. 
Be cautious arid do not rely on specula- 
tive enterpris® Good dates: 2,4 and 31. 
Lucky numbers: 2,4 and 6. Favourable 
direction: South, 
ES GEMINI (May 23 — June’ 
21)Fortune will come your 
way this week. But you are 
advised to take care in 
business, legal and proper- 
ly matters. Dealings with elders should 
. also be handled carefully. Your domestic 
. life will be very peaceful. Take interest in 
the letters you receive and reply to them 
as they will be helpful to you later on. Do 
not be afraid to adopt novel ideas in 
but beware of arousing hostility 
mpulsive actions. This week is 
mance. Good dates: 
cky numbers: 1,3 and 5. 


d marriage are best 
e careful of decep- 
he opposit&'sex. Do 
hesitant in adopting 
ethods as these will 
in the future. Good 
-Lucky numbers: 1, 4 
ection: South-west, 
SCORPIO (October 23 — 
November 21)A week full of 
. tension. Your home front 
will not be as calm and 
Peaceful as you think, Your 
subordinates might betray 
| improvement in financial 
pected.A Journey is the . 
of your delicate prob- 
avoid Controversy with 
ners or spouses. This 
week for 'Speculation, 
rts.Good dates: 3, 4 and 
1, 3 and 10.Favourable 


| 1,2,4 and 6. Lu 
— Favourable direc 

£562; CANCER (June 22 — July 
22)The first three days of 
this week are bound to be 
Cheerful as you will gain 
Substantially in business. 
are indications of success and 
ess, especially with the help of 


matters, are ex 
answer to some 


lems. At all Costs, 
your parents, part 
is not a good 
gambling or spo, 
-5.Lucky numbers: 
direction: North. 


materialise. Goi 
Lucky numbers: 


SAGITTARIUS (November 22 
— December 22)You will 
work restlessly this week 
oy NO) and, as a result, succeed in 
" gaining a contract which 
will be to your advantage. This week is 
also good for love, matrimonial and | 
Speculative affairs. An old friend will | 
соте to your rescue in a maiter of great w 
importance. Do not hesitate to take his Е 
help or advice. Take this opportunity to | 
plan new ventures and try and finish 
incomplete jobs. You may have to cancel 
a journey at the last moment. Your Social 
affairs are well signified.Good dates: Qu 
21 and 31.Lucky numbers: 2, 4 and 
7.Favourable direction: South-west. 
(Cw CAPRICORN (December 23 
— January 20)Substantial 
financial gains will out- 
weigh your previous los- 
ses. But in matters relating | 
to love and matrimony the greatest cau- 
tion must be exercised. A letter from 
a distant place will bring you good 
tidings. Do not, at any costs, be compla- | 
cent this week. Good dates: 2, 3, 4 and ү 
6.Lucky numbers: 4, 7 and 9.Favourable 
direction: East. 
49 AQUARIUS (January 21 — 
February 19)Your financial 
and business affairs make 
Steady, though not exactly 
: rapid, progress. Domestic 
life is.also well Signified. But do not let 
your domestic affairs interfere with your 
business or financial matters. Be careful 
in your dealings with seniors or those in 
authority as well as members of the 
Opposite sex. Take the advice of Р 
friends in such crucial matters but the E] 
decision should eventually be yours.Good 
dates: 2, 4, 5 ang 6.Lucky numbers: 3, 6 
and 9.Favourable direction: South. . : | 
PISCES (February 20 — 
a> 


д 
Sh 


LNY 1) March 20)Good and steady З б 
Мұ) Progress in all your impor- m 
NEY tant aifiirs will & you a E 


- lot of praise anc apprecia- 

tion from friends and relatives, Your - 
Omestic life may not be too satistactory. 
womenfolk might create problems for _ E] 
you. The health of an elder member. of $ 
the fámily may also cause anxiety. Butbe ' 


patient and do not hesitate in spending DOH 
money as when necessary. Pay attention arres 
to service details.Good dates: 2,4,5and . orga! 
31.Lucky numbers: 4, 7 and 8.Favourable — Islan 
direction: West. E] Unite 
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VARET 


this india 


CALCUTTA: A Japanese tourist 
used karate and injured three people 
on S. N. Banerjee Road in Central 
Calcutta on Monday (4 August) even- 
ing after he had picked up a quarrel 
with a group. They had objected to 
the tourist taking photographs of 
some bathers at a roadside tap. A 
senior police official said on Tuesday 
(5 August) that two tourists were 
taking photographs of half a dozen 
people taking bath at the tap. A 
medical representative objected, 
saying that there were so many other 
objects of interest in the city. One of 
the tourists hit him in the face with a 
karate kick, and knocked off three of 
his teeth. When two others went to 
the rescue of the man they met with a 
similar fate. Then, a large group of 
people gathered and took the tourist 
to a police station. The second tourist 
made off in the melee. The police 
informed the Japanese consulate— 
The Statesman (C. P. Singh, Sam- 
balpur) 
BANGALORE: As the noisy debate 
on the violence in Dharwar District 
was going on Education Minister G. 
B. Shankara Rao dozed off for a few 
minutes. Mr M. C. Perumal (C-U) 
who was then attacking the Govern- 
ment for its inaction, pointed his 
finger at the sleeping Minister and 
shouted: *This is how the Govern- 
ment is sleeping". Mr Rao was woken 
up by his colleagues. Members had a 
hearty laugh and made several digs 
at him. Incidentally, Mr Rao comes 
from Dharwar District and is the 
Minister in charge of the district. 
Earlier, several members had 
wanted him to rush to the riot-torn 
areas and help bring the situation 
under control. His .reaction was: 


india abroad 


DOHA: The Abu Dhabi police have 
arrested nine members of a Hindu 
organisation that allegedly opposes 
Islam and spreads Hinduism in the 
United Arab Emirates. The newspap- 
er Al Fajr'said a pirate radio ship 


"illustration/Ahr Bhusan Malik 
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prize rs 30 for the entry given first 


“What should I do there? (Ladhhai 
war)'— Indian Express (Muthuraj. 
G., Chamaraja Nagar) 

UJJAIN: The face of the vice- 
chahcellor of Vikram University was 
blackened by students of a local 
college. According to university 
sources, about 100 students of 
Madhay College yesterday (30 July) 
entered the office of the vice- 
chancellor, Mr P. N. Kavthekar, and 
blackened his face with the ink of a 
duplicating machine. By the time the 
police arrived on the scene, students 
had escaped. The students had been 
demanding the filling up of the post 
of college principal and other 
teaching staff—Times of India (Lax- 
man Nihalchandani, New Delhi) 
NEW DELHI: At a recent, informal 
lunch in New Delhi, a senior Union 
Cabinet Minister sat chatting to a 
group of journalists. The food was 
lavish. One of his chamchas ventured 
feebly, “Aajkal ye rape ke bare me 
kafi charcha ho raha hai.” It was an 
unsavoury topic, especially when the 
food was delicious. But, in his inimit- 
able style, the Union Minister re- 
torted, “Ye sab bakwas hai. Rape to 
hazaro saal se ho raha hai, aur aakhir 
aurat to bhogne ki cheez hai.” There 
was mild, approving laughter. Then 
the topic drifted. One of the women 
around began‘to talk about the food 
habits of her.dog: “Jimmy to aajkal 
ek dam meat pasand nahi karta hai.” 
Another replied half-seriously, “To 
chicken khilaiya.” The Union 
Cabinet Minister was one of those to 
troop down to Baghpat in Western U. 
P. after the alleged rape of Maya 
Tyagi— Weekend Review (M. K. 
Saraf, Calcutta) 

HARYANA: In one school in 
Haryana, a young male teacher was 
ordered to put on a terene (transpa- 
rent) saree and stand on top of a 
tractor representing the Bharata 
Mata for the whole hot day. This 
peculiar spectacle was enacted be- 
cause the manager wanted to express 
his regards for the Bharat Mata: the 
manager, of course, drove about in 
his Fiat sipping cold drinks while the 
teacher suffered in the sun— Sunday 
Standard (Amal Chakraborty, Cal- 
cutta) 


making Hindu missionary broadcasts 
was anchored in the Gulf. The ac- 
cused persons had been remanded in 
custody for 21 days and their trial 
would begin shortly— The Tribune 
(Har Shív Rai, Kathua). 


sig ^o pec йб EE 


ET 


without comment 


(The centre is) contemplating prom- 
ulgating through an ordinance after 
the current Parliament: Session, a 
new kind of preventive detention law 
and MISA designed to ban political 
Parties and crush political protest— 
Madhu Limaye, general secretary of 
the Lok Dal 


He (Sanjay) certainly did lend a 
sense of direction. The river was 
there but he built the banks, so to 
speak, and saw to it that the Party- | 
men stand united—Mrs Indira Сап | _ 
dhi in Surya E 


Those who would have prayed for his | 
(Sanjay Gandhi's) political death have 
now got him literally dead—Kamal 
Nath, MP and Youth Congress leader in | 
The Statesman 


Charan Singh defected 18 times, Devi | 
Lal defected 22 times...1 committed the | _ 
mistake once—in leaving the Congress. | 

But it was like a child who gets 
‘annoyed, leaves home for sometimes, 
and returns—Bhajan Lal, haryana | 
Chief Minister, quoted in Weekend 
Review 


Like a donkey when it goes among 
cows and teaches them bad habits 
like kicking, without the cows learn: 
ing a single good habit from the 
donkey, Mrs Gandhi carries confron- 
tation and chaos eyerywhere— 
Morarji Desai in Organiser 1 


Ministers have just stopped giving in- 
formation in Parliament. Is it becaus 
they do not do their homework? Is it 
because they have too much to confess? | 
Or, is it because they are just playing 
dumb?—Piloo Mody ; AI. 


The Provincial Armed Constabulary | 
treats Harijans and Muslims like |^ 
flies—Syed Shahbuddin, MP 


The PAC is a communal-minde 
force—Bhupesh' Gupta, CPI МР 


Even after being Prime Minister f 
II years I have never once trie t 
have only views of my own—Indir. 
Gandhi quoted in The Statesman 


Transport 


China and the US encoura 
other in almost everythin 
comes to abusing the wil 
peoples of Indochina— 
Brezhnev d 


I love Billy. 
President 
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chess 


Balashov (Black) 


7 


Hubner (White) to move 


Game of the Month: A touch of class 


There is a certain almost undefinable qual- 
ity which some players clearly have and 
Others equally clearly lack, commonly. 
known as class. It is perhaps not so much 
the ability to achieve near perfection, as the 
ability to make it seem easy. It was the 
nonchalance with which Muhammad Ali 
made trained fighters. look like inebriated 
gorillas which impressed the world of box- 
ing So much, rather than his mere ability to 
duck a punch. Similarly in chess it is 
difficult enough to beat one of the best 
- Players in the world, but to do so as if giving 
a lesson to a talented 15-year-old is a clear 
demonstration of class. 

1 give the following game as an illustra- 
tion. Note the simplicity and power of 
White's play, and particularly the total ab- 
sence of threats. It is as if Black spends the 
entire game swinging into thin air only to be 


` floored by his opponent's first punch. By 


the way, in case you have any doubts may | 
assure you that the player of the black 
pleces Yuri Balashov, is one of the 


strongest grand masters in the Soviet Union 


and, arguably, in the world. 
White: W. Hübner. Black: Y. Balashov 
Rio de Janeiro 1979. English Opening 

1. P—QB4, P—K4; 2. N—QB3, P—Q3; 3. 
P—Q4, White is willing to lose some time 
with his queen in order to gain space in the 
centre. 

3... PxP; 4. QxP, N—QB3; 5. 0—02, 
N—B3; 6. P—QN3, B—K3; 7, P—K4. To 
Prevent the freeing . . . P—Q4 


B-N2; 12. B— 13. 0—0, N—02; 
Hoping fo plant knights on the squares ов4' 


14М—05! Positionally very strong. If ever 
the knight is taken White р with 
the BP both increasing his advantage in 
Space and opening up the Possibility of 
spplying pressure on the QB file. 


A Preventing Any possible invasion of 
is QB3 square a preparing one d 
triple on the Q file. WS Qe 


20... Q—K2; 21. R—a1, NxN; 22. BxN, 


М4?! Becoming 


desperate for counterplay. White was 


Т nterplay fizzles out. 
apas C QNA; OB. Px P; Px P; 
DIAGRAM — SD To 
. K—R2! The killer! There is по r 
m веч threats of В—04 (played at 
once Black could reply N—K7+) and P—K5 
(played at once Black has . . . А—А8+). 
29... QR—B1; 30. B—04, QxB; No choice. If 
ot the knight is lost. - 
51. Rx, BxR; 32. 0—02, B—B3; 33. 
Q x P, B—N2; 34. P—K5, KR—0Q1; 35. R x NI 
Resigns, for if 35... RxQ 36 RxR+ and 
PxR. 


MICHAEL STEAN 
bridge 


SEE if you can find the right lead on this 
hand, held by West in the Cavendish Invita- 
tion Pairs: 


475 9KJ105 Ф042 48653 


Both sides are vulnerable and the bidding 
has been: 


SOUTH WEST NORTH EAST 
14 No 19 1% 
14 29 24 No 

4 Мо Мо dble 
No No No 


The significant call is East's double of 
Four Spades. He cannot have much in the 
trump suit and cannot be confident of mak- 
ing any tricks in hearts, which have been 
Supported. So the double must ask for an 
abnormal lead. Correct—a club. This was 
the full deal: 


^75 N 4 1094 
VKJ105 W E А8743 
542 S Ф A10987 
48653 4 — 

^AKQS8 

709 

663 

4 KQJ104 


Manfield. West, led the 8 of clubs, indicat- 
ing that his entry was in hearts.. Woolsey 
ruffed and returned a low heart to the 
Queen and King. After another club ruff he 
took his two Aces, judging rightly that 500 
would produce an excellent score. This 
result helped them to win the event, which 
carries the biggest cash prize in bridge. 


Events at another table Provided an ironi- 
cal comparison. The bidding was the same, 
including the final double, but here Judy 
Radin led the King of hearts, expecting to 
hold the first trick and to decide on her next 
action after seeing the dummy. When her 
partner dropped thé 3, she Switched to a 
Club. East ruffed and, instead of cashing 
both red Aces to ensure one down, returned 
a low heart. A Surprised declarer won with 
the Queen and so made Four Hearts 
doubled. 


TERENCE REESE 


stamps 


А0 со ОРА 
ONE of Iceland's earliest inhabitants, the 
Arctic fox, is portrayed on a new 90-kronor 
stamp. It is. believed to have been the only 
terrestrial mammal in the island when the 
first settlers arrived towards the end of the 
8th century. Another recent stamp features 
the Icelandic dog, a descendant of dogs 
introduced by 9th century Norse colonisis. 
Iceland is one of the countries whose 
stamps are listed and priced in the new 
Stanley Gibbons catalogue Scandinavia 
(150 pp, £6). This also includes the issues of 
the Danish West Indies before they were 
sold to the United States in 1916 and of the 
Faroe Islands, which have been issuing 
their own stamps only since 1975, although 
surcharged Danish stamps were used there 
during the British occupation of 1940-45. 
Useful features of the new catalogue 
include a priced list of Swedish stamp 
booklets issued since 1904 and an index to 
the designs of Swedish pictorial and por- 
trait stamps. Among the rarest stamps are 
those issued in Finland in 1856, when the 
country was a Grand Duchy of the Tsarist 
empire. Their prices range up to £5,000 
each. A few of the early Swedish stamps are 
almost as expensive, 


C. W. HILL 
ЕБЕ анага N ASE TA ARES 


quiz 


QUESTIONS 

1. What would you experience if you are 
suffering from crystallophobia? 

2. ‘Yellow Submarine’, the name of a 
famous Beatle number, is also the name 
given to an animated film Starring the 
same. Who directed the film? 

3. With what would you associate the 
Nottingham reel? 

4. Who are bush-babies? 

5. While minerology is the name given to 
the scientific Study of minerals, what 
does petrology refer to? 

6. Cannes, the city in the south of 
France, is famous for its film festivals, 
among other things. When was the first 
film festival held? 
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PEANUTS 


featuring 


“Good ell 
CharlieBrown” 


by Sle 


|| YOU KNOW WHAT 
AGGRAVATES МЕ? 


MAYBE IE You \ 
HAD A PHOTOGRAPH | 
OR SOMETHING 2 


THIS 15 
MOTHER'S 


IT'S THE WHOLE 
SYSTEM THAT YOU 


YOUR MOTHER AKD FATHER BUILD THAT HAS TO BE 


THE NEST, YOU 6015 ARE BORN AND THE DUMBEST 
BIRDS HAVE.. NO T -| | SYSTEM I'VE EVER 
WONDER YOU'RE HEN EVERYONE NES HEARD OF! 


UNHAPPY! 


(LL TELL YOU WHAT WELL РО. ЛЕ 
WE CANT FIND YOUR MOM WHY DON'T 
WE AT LEAST PAY A LITTLE VISIT TO 
THE TREE WHERE YOU WERE BORN? 


IT'S CALLED 
“RETURNING TO 
THE OL’ 


MAYBE SEEING THE TREE 

WHERE YOU WERE BORN 

WILL MAKE You FEEL A 
LITTLE BETTER... 


эш e,ca1pudg cinse 4 porun 026: © 


DONATE YOUR EYES AFTER DEATH 
so that a blind person can see the light E 


MeO ota International Eye Bank Telephone: 23-8541 i 
Serial No... E Calcutta zd 

: Ax ка; foe 
Location cui 6 Prafulla Sarkar Street, Calcutta 700. 001 43 
Surname decline 

PLEDGE CARD FOR DONATION OF EYES AFTER DEATH 
( As per West Bengal Corneal Grafting Act, 1965) 
Date 
Sir, 
1, Shri/Sm. 


of- ofc o ACER 
months, herebv 
time of my death to the International Eye Bank, Calcutta, to be used +} 


SUN 
to restore the sight of some blind person/or for research seeking t^ СА, oe INS ; 
for diseases of the eye. St. 2 


WITNESS 


VE ATS 


1, Signature Name & Address of Relative 


2. Signature Name & Address of Frier. 


^nature of parent or guaro 
(in case ie of a ming 


CC-0. In Public Domain. UP State Museum, Hazratgal 
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STATE BEFORE 
PARTY 


CONGRESS(I) MPs from Karnata- 
ka are very angry with Mr Pranab 
Mukherjee. The reason? The Minis- 
ter is not allocating a steel plant 
immediately to Vijaynagar. At one 
point, so agitated were Mr Lakappa 
and a few other Congress(I) MPs 
that they rushed towards the Minis- 
ter who holds temporary charge of 
the Steel and Mines portfolio dur- 
ing a calling attention motion in the 
Lok Sabha. They virtually gheraoed 
him on the floor of the house, 
demanding a steel plant there and 
then. It was quite unusual to see a 
Minister being treated in such a 
fashion by his own Partymen so 
openly. When Mr Mukherjee failed 
to quieten his Party colleagues, he 
left the house in a huff. 
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BUREAUCRAT- . 
STHAN 


MR JAGANNATH PAHADIA is be- 
having like an ostrich. He has no 
contact with his Partymen and no 
rapport with the bureaucracy also. 
Just after the Assembly elections 
this year when he was elected to 
lead the Rajasthan Legislature Par- 
ty, he had promised to seek the 
cooperation of all sections of socie- 
ty. However, he took more than a 
month to negotiate a settlement 
with the striking sweepers of 
Jaipur. Besides, only three Minis- 
ters and five Deputy Ministers had 
been appointed till the time of 
writing. Even these Ministers do 
not have much work. And the 
bureaucrats are having a heyday as 
the Chief Minister is able to exer- 
cise little control over them. 


CC-0. In Public Domain. UP State Museum, Hazratganj. Lucknow 


JOBS OF DISCORD . 


THERE are always two sides to a 
coin. So it may now seem to Sukh- 
bans Kaur Bhinder, the parlia-, 
mentarian-wife of the police com- 
missioner of Delhi. As reported in 
this column earlier, the voters in 
her Lok Sabha constituency, Gur- 
daspur, were given the bounty of a 
recruitment drive of the Delhi 
Police after her husband became 
the capital’s police chief. On 14 
March a team of Delhi Police offic- 
ers, comprising one deputy commis- 
sioner, one inspector and three 
head constables held interviews 
and selected some 300 new recruits 
for the Delhi Police from the Gur- 
daspur area. But while these 300 
were Satisfied, at least three times 
that number, who did not get jobs, 
were unhappy. This recruitment 
drive has now become a bone of 
contention in the district Congress 
(I) politics. It has been alleged that 
the recruitment drive was res- 
tricted to only three centres in the 
district—Gurdaspur, Dhariwal and 
Kanhuwan—because Mrs Bhinder’s 
favourites were to be given Vidhan 
Sabha tickets from these three seg- 
ments of her constituency. 


OVERZEALOUS _ 
MOTHER 


SOME of the prominent youth 

activists of the Congress(I) who are 

sympathetic to Maneka Gandhi say: 
that her mother, Mrs Amteshwar 

Anand, is the biggest, handicap in 

her bid to become the political , 
Successor to Sanjay Gandhi. Mrs 

Anand seems to be in too big a 

hurry, and both her haste and her 

coterie of friends are doing more 

harm than good: to Maneka. They 

have indulged in pretty pernicious 

mudslinging against Rajiv Gandhi, 

Sonia Gandhi and V. C. Shukla. In 

the last week of July several rounds 

of meetings were held at Mrs 

Anand’s residence at which some 

handpicked Delhi journalists were 

also present. One allegation that 

was circulated goes like this: “The. 
fact that Rajiv Gandhi’s wife Sonia 

holds a foreign Passport has ‘also 

discouraged fierce lobbying (for) 

his advent into politics, for years of 

experience have shown that (our) 

countrymen would never repose 

complete trust in a man whose wife 

15 an out and out foreigner.” 


D. E. NIZAMUDDIN 
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You know Agfa-Gevaert. 
Film.Cameras... 


We say "Click!" You say Agfa. 
We say Agfa, you say 
"Cameras 


Yet there's more to Agfa than 
meets the eye — in fact, from 
film to photo corners, 
Agfa- Gevaert India 
Limited is everything 
in photographics. 


studio from AGIL! 
You can walk in and do 
literally that. AGIL has 
enlargers, studio lights, 
developing dishes, chemicals, 
complete darkroom equipment 
nd E onies of Ed 

A uality. Everything 
from "ick! io рот 


Walk in for some of 
Же world's best. 


Agfa-Gevaert make photo- 
graphic products that are 
often first choices around the 
world. Agfacolor (movie 
and still film), the only truly 
пш colour, used exclu- 
sively for filming the OI - 
ics in 1972. Agfa Gevaert X xy 
film, ultra-fast and with the 
lowest radiation dose. In India, 
Agfa Brovira, the only photo- 
paper that comes in 5 grades, 
or a range of photographic 
requirements. Sample-tested 
in Leverkusen, exported 
around the world. 


If you want to 
name-drop,do it 
at AGIL. 


Agfa-Gevaert in India are also 7 4 
sole representatives for Asahi / é 


Pentax, Bolex, Kindermann, | 
Gossen, Metz and a string of 
magic names, world leaders in 


Meet Agfa-Gevaert 5575» 


hot hy. If you wanta | 

anor. the mostsop Е 

camera for aenal or á 

microscopic phot 

available УГ crete 

AGIL. If you want a microfilm | 

unit or a self-regulating 

^T flash incorporatin 

* > the latest electronic 
technology, contact 

AGIL. If you want someone | 

to advise you on what equip- 

ment you need, we'll give ita 

name for you at AGIL. 


First with everything 
in photographics. 
Agfa-Gevaert India Limited 

| S 
photo to India. It 

Boe ds country to make it 
roviding know- | 
how for indigenous manu- 


e e e facture. India is making 
India Limited: ә, 


° designs today. Exporting half 
everything атай Agta Сезген Туре 
e year! Agfa-Gevaert has thus 
photographics. "зе 
n industry can build. 
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Delightful range of 


А m i iles, linos, cambrics, ў 
ХУ Jacquards, furnishi j; er 
ns Or tested crease resistan 
| ce) cottons. d 

| And polyester blended suitings, shirtings, 


EF. ig dress materials and sarees, THE HINDOOSTAN SPINNING AND WEAVING MILLS LIMITED 
SESE SINCE 1873 SYMBOL OF A RICH TEXTILE TRADITION 
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Tempting apples. Burnished trees. 
Cricket teams coming out to play. 
And crowds invoking 13 3 
» blessings from the ЕЕ | 
A god of plenty. | i Ld | 
Thank goodness for Bee d 
Modella. For clothes ФӘ, 7 
Ы that are a јоу to wear: 18 
_ like this outfit CABE k 
made from Modella suiting. S р 
To keep you іп perfect shape | n 
for the season. | b 
dio. ^ 
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3 

3 | 
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| É | 
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VOLUME 8 
ISSUE 12 
RUPEE ONE 


AN ANANDA BAZAR PUBLICATION 


September 28, 19 


Did Nehru have an affair with Lady Edwina. the wife of India's last 
viceroy. Lord Mountbatten? Did this special relationship prove 
helpful tn arranging a smooth transfer of power? We. publish 
exclusive extracts from Mountbatten s recent biography: Mount- 
batten. Hero of our Time which throws light on the exact nature of 
Nehru s relationship with Lady Edwina. and narrates how Lord 
Mountbatten accomplished the historic transfer of power in the 
subcontinent Page 10 


The President has correctly] Is UP. India's most populous 


(analysed the Indian situation} state. being misruled? Is the 


when he says that the rich few] present V. P. Singh ministry 
are benefitting at the expense of| the worst UP has ever had? A 
Our poverty stricken masses.| detailed assessment of the 
RANJIT SAU looks at how va-| current situation in the state 
nous classes are fighting for| plus an exclusive interview 
more in India Page 22| with the Chief Minister. Page 24 


From this week our News section takes on a new jack See for 
yoursell. Page 34 : 


^* 


- E 


At Moradabad. the PAC continues to terrorise Muslims. Why is 
nobody protesting against what happened in Moradabad? Why 
are politicians. Sarvodayites, the .Gandhi Peace Foundation, 
Citizens for Democracy and the upholders of civil liberties so 
quiet. asks SYED SHAHABUDDIN. Page 18 
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. As the sun sets, 
its time we turned | 
O a very serious side of life: 
- the question of taking it easy! 


To make it easy for you to know merriment, that party sparkle. 
T When the sun has set arid the ime . Ask for any watch from 
T is pe for some fun, HMT have THE AFTER HOURS collection. 
fashioned: THE AFTER HOURS. Available at all HMT watch 
` One look at them and you Il know showrooms and shops in variation 
12 evening is wide open to possibi suitable for all hands. 
© tities Because each watch has a very Ladies as well as gents. 
“telling face exuding that suppressed . Come. It's time you relaxed 


Af you've the inclination, we've the time: | 
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% 


m Vitiekedpers fo 
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Think They АВЕС 
The Mystery of 
Nehru’s Birthplace. 


KL 
Judge and saviour 


Wis did police inspector Arkhit Be- 
hera treat the little child Nandi so 
_ barbarously (“Nandi’s tale of torture," 31 
August)? Justice Kunja Behari Panda 

` took the right step by keeping the little 
girl in his custody and breaking the story 

. of her plight. Had he not chanced upon 
—— Nandi, the little girl would have fallen 


K. V. Satish, Gulbarga, Karnataka 
A monarchy 


read “Our callous rulers" (24 August) 
— Aby Chandra Shekhar. It is true that 
“now there is little difference between a 
democratic rule and a personalised one 
_ in our country." The indispensable ele- 
. ment of a democracy, a strong opposi- 
tion, has been completely lost. In fact, we 
are more a "constitutional monarchy in 
. which the parliament is worthless" than 
e “a secular socialist democratic republic.” 
 Bishnu Prasad Dash, Cuttack 


TO 


Mr Chandra Shekhar's article is moving. 
Double standards in public life are 
dangerous for a country. Thanks to the 
А machinations of so-called democrats, In- 
dian democracy is in peril. Our politi- 
cians' greed for power and office is 
almost inhuman. . 

Bhaskar, Hajipur, Bihar 


Room enough 


66 T Tis life was no song” (31 August 
: - НЕ, Kishore Chatterjee is rd of 
. а comparison between the last days of 
Beethoven and Debabrata (George) Bis- 
was. The author frequently uses the word 
*dirty' to describe the room in which the 
uncrowned king of Rabindrasangeet 
lived. I had been to Georgeda'sone-room 
; flat on Rashbehari Avenue a couple of 
А times, but never found it dirty or suffo- 
m cating, although it was stacked with 
books, files, medicines etc. 
Pradip Choudhury, Durgapur 
LL 


into the cruel hands of other exploiters. 


СС-0. In Public Domain. UP State Museum, Hazr. 


Dishonourable members 


ongratulations for publishing Mr 
Ce Shourie’s explanatign to the 
r of the Lok Sabha in response to 
t charge against him.( ‘Who 
do legislators think they are? 31 e 
gust) As far as insults to the dignity an 
honour of Parliament and legislatures 
are concerned, MPs and MLAs are the 
worst offenders. Switching loyalties, 
hurling abuses and coming to blows with 
each other, taking bribes and betraying 
voters’ trust damages their reputation 
far more than any journalistic expose. 
Legislators do not deserve any pri- 
vileges, unless they are true to their 
oaths. 

E. P. Menon, Bangalore 


speake 
the contemp 


Mr Shourie presented a correct picture 

of our legislators and did a grand job of 
- bringing to light their actions and atti- 

tudes. : 

R. Ranjan, Asansol 


The article is an eye-opener to all citizens 
of India who blindly cast their votes in 
elections. 

M. K. Chatterji, Calcutta 


Any worthy citizen of India who has read 
Mr Shourie’s article in the Indian Ex- 
press (28 July 1980) “A furore a day” 
would have been ashamed to learn about 
the disorderly conduct of our legislators. 
Instead of calling for a contempt notice 
against Mr Shourie. Mr Arif Mohammad 
Khan should reform fellow- legislators. 
K. R. Krishnan, Bangalore 


According to Harold Laski: “A House 
that is in a continuous frenzy of excite- 
ment is a House that is in a succession of 
crises; that is usually the index to the 
government in office that is on its way to 
the grave.” Actually Parliamentary de- 
bates possess enormous importance, 
What is written and said about them 
helps the voter to form an opinion about 
his representatives. 

M. Atyab Siddiqui, Delhi 


The media deserve an encouraging pat 
on the back for exposing the comic 
behaviour of legislators. Instead, Parlia- 
mentarians charge the Press with “nega- 
tive reporting.” 

J. M. Nair, Trichur, Kerala 


madness,” 31 August) and if the crowds 
are so uncontrollable, what sense is there 
in organising matches at the cost of 
precious lives, time, money and energy? 
Husain E. Beguwala, Bombay я 


1 am surprised to see how fanatical 
Calcuttans can be about a game like 
soccer. Ironically, though. many players 
of both Mohun Bagan and East Bengal 
change sides on the eve of every soccer 
season, the fans continue to blindly sup- 
port their clubs. 

Debasish Ray, Vanvihar, Orissa 


Every right-thinking citizen would wel- 
come the idea of a total ban on soccer in 
Calcutta at least for a couple of years. Or 
else, the three big clubs who are mainly 
responsible for this chaos should be 
banned from playing in Calcutta. 

P. C. Bhattacharjee, Bhilai 


1 personally believe that Dilip Palit and 
Bidesh Bose are not chiefly responsible 
for the casualties at Eden Gardens on 16 
August, as they have been alleged to be. 
It is the administration that is solely to 
blame, though it seldom takes responsi- 
bility for its failures and finds fault with 
others. Helmeted policemen at the 
ground were seen sitting idle, watching 
the game, while chaos prevailed. Also 
‘what use is there for the police if they 
cannot prevent spectators from entering 
the galleries with rods, bamboos, brick- 
bats, crackers, iron chairs etc? 
Shibaprasad Dey, Calcutta 


What was the police doing when a major 


‘flare-up started at 3 pm in the western 


stands? Why were tickets for the big 
match given at the Mohan Bagan ground 
only? Why were gate numbers 12 and 13 
shut when the violence broke our in.the 
stadium? 

Prabac Guha, Chabua, Assam 


Problem of choice 


CONOMICS, in spite. of how Dr Sub- 

ramaniam Swamy views it (3 Au- 
gust), 15 and skali always be a matter of 
choices: as when a housewife decides 
whether to buy. six onions and two cab- 
bages or four cabbages and one onion 
wh the same amount of money. Dr 
Swamy is being dishonest in separating 
choice from scarce resources by talking 
of economic policy as a problem of 


The photographs with the cover story 
“The mystery of Nehru's birthplace" 
(Sunday, 31 August) should have been 


credited to "Imagemakers" and not 
Kamal Sahai. The error is regretted. 
itor. 


‘ 


5 $ ә 


atganj. Lucknow - 


choices. Only later does he refer to this 
problem as one arising due to scarce 
resources. Economics is simply a ques- 
tion of how to make the best use of scarce 
resources. 


A. K. Pandya, Pyongyang, South Korea 


THE late President V.V. Giri was Te- 
ported to have said at the Arundale birth 
centenary celebration at Madras on 1 

December 1978 that corruption has be- 
come a common feature even among 
ministers and nothing could be done tO 
check it at the government level. Corrup- 
tion is rampant at all levels of the 


administration only because the politi - 


cians who are running it are corrupt- 
Nazir Ahmed, Bangalore 
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The villains: a few 


yor argument that had the Muslims 
conspired against the police, they 
would not have brought their children to 
the Idgah holds no water since I believe 
that all the 50,000 namazis cannot con- 
spire against the police: only a handful of 
communal elements started the trouble. 
G.Raghava Rao, Hyderabad 


In your coverage of all riots, communal 
or otherwise, your conclusions have in- 
variably differed from those of other 
newspapers and magazines. Are all 
others biased? 

Arun K.Khattri, Varanasi. 


Sheikh's hand 


SA CRISIS in Kashmir” (17 August) 
by M. J. Akbar was timely and 
complete. One cannot deny that the 
Sheikh had some “share” in the crisis. 
His speech at Lal Chowk was a mere 
eyewash. 

N. C. R. Purushothaman, Hyderabad 


PLEASE refer to “The Sheikh and cor: 
ruption” (17 August) in which you have 
made some observations about the 
alleged cases of corruption involving the 
Chief Minister of Jammu and Kashmir. 
You have also made some remarks about 
the Works Minister, Mr G. M. Shah, 
which can only be described as one-sided 
and unfortunate. To call Mr G. M. Shah 
“a disliked person" is a travesty of the 
facts. Mr Shah , no doubt, is a son-in-law 
of Sheikh sahib, but he is not in politics 
and in the Ministry because of that. He 
made his own contribution to the free- 
dom struggle and has suffered imprison- 
ment on many occasions for political 
causes. Everybody in Kashmir is aware of 
the sacrifices of Mr Shah and the high 
position he has held in the Party. As such 
it is unjust to make insinuations against 
him on the ground that he happens to be 
a son-in-law of Sheikh sahib. Mr Shah 
lives in his own house, which is adjacent 
to Sheikh sahib's. 

Similarly the appointment of Mr 
Tariq Abdullah as Managing Director of 
the Tourism Corporation is no favour to 
him. He is a young man of promise, 
having spent years in the west, and: 
having acquired experience in various 
walks of life. The State Tourism Corpora- 
tion was in the red before his appoint- 
ment and it was a burden on the exche- 
quer. Ever since he assumed charge of it, 
he has turned it into a profit-earning - 
organisation, which even his worst critics 
admit. In the process, no doubt, he had to 
get rid of some old deadwood and infuse 
fresh blood in the Corporation. 

° About the charges of corruption 
against Sheikh Mohammad Abdullah 
which you have made reference to on the 
basis of the alleged memorandum of 
Mirza Afzal Beg to the Prime Minister, 
these are the same charges. about which 
much hullabaloo was sought to be made 
during the Janata regime. These were 
replied to by the Chief Minister and the 
central government was satisfied with 
his replies. To level these charges again 
will serve no purpose. They are only 
intended to be used as a political 
weapon. : Й Я 
А. G. Rather, Public Relations Officer, 
Government of Jammu and Kashmir, 
Calcutta 
scu etie. Hee а ei ША: шый 


All men are brothers 


І am religious Sikh. Guru Gobind Singh 
taught us: *Maans ki jaat sab eke 
pehchanbo.” (Recognise the unity of the 
human race.) Muslims have a right to air 
their grievances, as any other Indian. 
Why should there be discrimination 
against anyone? Guru Nanak taught us: 
"Awal Allah noor upaya, kudrat ke saab 
bande; ek noor te saab Jag upaya, kaun 
bhale ko mande." (First, God spread 
light, and everyone was born from na- 
ture. From one spot of light was created 
the universe. Who is good and who is 
bad?) The Moradabad tragedy was worse 
than Jalianwalla Bagh: while the latter 
was a case of firing on a political meet- 
ing, mostly of adults, the former was a 
case of firing on a peaceful religious 
congregation, which included a sizable 
number of innocent children. 

Balindar Kaur Sohi, Jullundur Cantt., 
Punjab 


Picture of protest 


Wo cover picture of the Muslim 
youth (“Id: Day of Death,” 24 Au- 
gust), with his blood-smeared face and 
clothes and the haunting stare of hel- 
plessness, is a stunningly eloquent pro- 
test against the communalism that sub- 
verts our law and order. It is also a sad 
commentary on the police’s treatment of 
the docile. 

Joseph John, Kottayam, Kerala 


We Indians are destroying our-rich social 
and cultural heritage by indulging in 
communal:riots. 

R.B.Chaudhuri, Bombay 


We are proud to have journalists: like 
Vijyendra Tyagi in a country where 
secularism is fast disappearing. 
Hasibur Rahman Mallick, Calcutta 
The report indicates how deftly the au- 
thorities can publicise a police-public 
clash as a communal riot. 

P.K.Das, Varanasi 

Your report and some other reports have 
blasted the myth that Muslims went to 


B. Nagi Reddy Ы 
" PICTURE of the late B. Narasimha 
Reddy, the famous producer-director 

and owner of Madras’ Vauhini Studios 

appeared on page 36 of your 17 August 
issue, wrongly captioned as *B. Nagl 

Reddy." Mr Nagi Reddy, the former's 

brother, is now owner of the Vijaya and 

Vauhini Studios, a big-time filmmaker 

and chairman of the Tirumala Tirupati 

Devasthanam trust board. 

T. Naga Ravindra, Nellore 


CC-0. In Public Domain. UP State Museum, Hazratgan 


- Most journalists reporting on Moradabad 


never felt the difference between re 


Rea Sm ro eee eec 
After reading your story, L actually broke 
down, unable to check my tears—and not 
because I am a Muslim. 
Ahmed Siraj Mohiuddin Farooqui, Par- 
bhani, Maharashtra 


In spite of the atrocities on them, Mus- 
lims were painted as the villains of 
Moradabad. The reasons, as you have 
rightly said, are history and Pakistan. 
M.A.Aziz, Hyderabad 


have written like PR men of the PAC— 
except you and Udayan Sharma in Ravi- 
var. One famous journalist who went on a 
round of the city with the police was 
‘sorry’ not to have witnessed any shoot- 
ing. Another discovered ‘hidden hands’ 
behind the trouble. This is the state of 
Indian journalism. 

Firoz Ashraf. Bombay 


the Idgah armed and opened fire on the 
police. 
M.A.Ahad, Bhubaneswar 


The barbarous, violent police attacks on 
innocent Muslims should put every Indi- 
an to shame. 

K.P.Andavan, Salem ` E 


Funnily, the country's ruling class has 
not reacted to the Moradabad incidents. 
Amit Das, Alipurduar, West Bengal 


The secretary of the city unit of the 
Congress(1) rightly condemned the gov- 
ernment for its inability to protect inno- 
cent lives. Merely transferring officers 
cannot solve the problem. Where is the 
government that works? 

K.K.Kaul, Delhi 


My heartfelt thanks to those men of the 
BSF and the army for their excellent 
service 

M. V. N. Ramakantha Rao, Bhu- 
baneswar 


Rich voice z 
nil Grover’s tribute to Mohammad 
Rafi “Abhi na jao chhorh kar” (17 

August) was marvellous and worth pre- 
serving in a library. Rafis voice saw 
many films through to the box-office. 
V. Laxman Rao, Bhilai 


The more one listens to Rafi's songs, the 
more one feels he is alive. : 
K. V. Udaya Shankar, Gauhati 


Singers like Rafi come once in a mille- 
nium to delight weary mortals. 
Binoy Sankar Deo, Bhubaneswar 


An appropriate end to the article would 
havé been a line from a Rafi number in 
Muqaddar ka Sikandar: Zindagi to be- 
wafa hai ek din thukrayegi, maut 
mehbooba hai apne saath le kar jayegi. 
А. R. Arland, Hirakud, Orissa ~ А 


Rafi was an institution іп hims he 
t 


gions and languages. 
Jasvinder Singh, Delhi 
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You who carry 


Going to the rationg shop consumed, involves heavy 
and back every week; car- transport expenses. Yet, 
rying grains fori. your irrespective ofthe distance 
family, may seem li ‘quite covered, thesé grains are 
a task. But comparé this to Supplied at a fixed price to 
what the Food Corporation every distributing agency 
of India does, ЕСЇ '@аггїеєз throughout the country. For 
millions of tonné#6f! food- instance, wheat from Ludhi- 
grains, everyday!{Htough- ana will be supplied to the 
out the length and breadth distributing agency іп 
cf the country. From the Delhi. Imphal or Kanyaku- 
snowbound peaks of Ladakh mari at the same fixed 
to the coastal backwaters of price. A quintal of wheat 
Kerala, from the deserts of which costs FCI Rs. 161.05 
Rajasthan to the dense tro- is sold to distributing agen- 
pical forests of Mizoram, cies for Rs. 130.00. The 
Ina country the size of a difference of Rs. 31.05 is 
sub-continent, FCI’s: move- absorbed by the Govern. 
ment of grains maintains а ment to make foodgrains av- 
balance between surplus ailable to the consumer at a 
° food producing and other lower price. In other words, 
areas, Using 45,000 wagons the consumer receives from 
FCI transports more than the Government the sub- 
l crore bags of foodgrains Sidy of Rs. 31.05 through 
every month by rail alone, the Corporation. For all 
to assure 650 million people these various operations, 
of a regular supply. Roads what is spent on administr- 
and waterways are also ative Overheads constitutes 
"used for the transportation only 1% of the total cost. 
of grains. For instance, FC] Carries out every stage 
40,000 truck trips a year of these numerous activi- 
carry supplies for the state ties with the utmost econo- 
of Jammu and Kashmir my. in the best interest of 
alone. both the farmer and the 
The movement -of food- consumer. 
. grains from where they are 
J grown to where they are 
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grains across | 
fifteen lakh kms. 


The estimated Consumer Subsidy on 
wheat in 1980-81 (Per Quintal) 


Price paid to 


Administrative 


farmer 117.00 overheads 1.71 
Statutory and Storage, handling, 
other charges like godown expenses 7 
mandi purchase etc, 5.92 
m du ME Interest on loans 5.54 
pags, temporary aa Cost incurred by ENS 
storage,eic. on E 
which FCI has no Cost charged by FCI 
control 20.64 kom distributing 0 
encies * 
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The Government 


We begin a new weekly column in which we will report 
how the government really works. _ 


Commerce proposes 
کے‎ Oed LIS 


‘The trade deficit for this financial year is expected to be 
a heavy Rs 3,000 crores, and only a serious export-drive 
can help reduce this yawning gap. But the Union Cabinet 
is sitting lazily on a number of important proposals. 
submitted by the Commerce Ministry over four months, 
ago to accord special facilities to export-oriented units.. 
One of the proposals relates to the supply of duty-free: 
imported raw materials and capital goods in order to 
make our exports more competitive in the international 
‘market. Another Proposal envisages clearance from 
MRTP strictures to expanding export-oriented units, so 
that managements do not have to run from pillar to post 
to get their permissions. Though exports have shown an 
Increase in the first quarter of this financial year, 
1980-81, they have fallen short of the target: partly due 
to the protectionist tendencies adopted by developed 
countries like the USA. The government of India 
obviously realises how important this problem. is: the 
Prime Minister herself heads a committee on exports. 


Unfortunately, the first meeting of this committee is yet 
to take place. 


Sometimes the government ‘does better publicity for a 
private sector firm than the latter can do for itself. This 
is what Haldor-Topsoe, the engineering consultant 
selected for.the ammonia section of the Thal-Vaishet 
fertiliser project, discovered. Word had been sent to 
some newspaper offices that this Danish firm would 
brief the press in Delhi on September 18. But on the 
morning of September 18 someone from the Danish 
embassy rang up to say that the Haldor-Topsoe execu- 
tive would not be meeting newsmen as scheduled. Well, 
why should he? His job had already been done by the 
government the previous day. A five-page explanation 
had been issued on behalf of the Petroleum, Chemicals 
and Fertiliser ministry about why Haldor-Topsoe and 
Pullmann-Kellogg (who had been made consultants for 
the ammonia plant at Hazira) had been chosen, overrul- 
ing the earlier selection of C. F. Braun. The national 
newspapers had already printed the explanation, and 
there was nothing left for Haldor-Topsoe to do except 
silently thank the government. : 


Train to Varanasi 


The state of the Indian railways, it seems, isn't as 
healthy as its public relations officers would like us to 
believe. And despite the fact that its Minister is Pandit 
Kamalapati Tripathi, the man who ran the trains on time 
during the Emergency. To begin with, the railways, 
whose functioning affects and reflects the state of the 
economy, carried three million tonnes less revenue 
earning traffic in the first five months of the current 
financial year (April to August) than it did in the 
corresponding period last year. Nor is that all. We learn 
that top railway officials are trying to keep the Railway 
Minister happy by either starting new trains for Varana- 
si, or diverting existing ones to touch that station. 
Varanasi is Mr Tripathi's hometown. Perhaps an indica- 
tion of the state of the railways is available in the state 
of the Railway Board itself. Mr Menezes, the chairman, 
is on extension. Two members are on superannuation. A 
fourth is on sick leave. And a fifth is no longer alive. 


: ministry with the rank of a joint secretary 
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Work to ageold rule 


Eight months after coming to powet, “the Bovernment 
that works" is making valiant efforts to show that it is: 
serious about its election pledge. Since it is the 
bureaucracy which is the traditional unwilling horse two 
important steps have been taken to flog it to greater. 
activity. The first step decreed by the Prime Minister is- 
to set aside one day in the week asa “meeting-less day”, 
the logic being that civil servants spend too much time, 
‘discussing what they will do instead of actually doing it. . 
Further, another first step: 22-27 September was an 
"arrear clearance week." But this is how our mandarins 
worked during this week. First came the circular from 
the PM to the various Ministers setting out the idea. The 
Ministers discussed the idea with their secretaries and 
additional secretaries. That, the innocent would have 
thought, meant the end of discussions and the start of- 
work with a bang. But no. Not, for example, in the Home- 
Ministry. There, an additional secretary called a meet- 
ing of joint secretaries and the latter naturally had to 
talk it over with the deputy secretaries. Thus were the 
first two days of the arrear clearance week spent in 
discussing the priorities. 

However, a list of priorities was eventually drawn up. 
The first place on the list went to the grievances 
received from the public and pending with the PM’s 
petition officer. The petition officer while forwarding to 
the respective Ministries the petitions received by the 
PM naturally keeps a note of them. Reminders ‘from 
there are no good for anybody’s career. Second on the 
list were all pending parliamentary assurances, like 
‘questions that have not been replied to. Third on the list 
came matters relating to communal harmony, ‘com- 
plaints of atrocities on members of scheduled castes and 
tribes and public complaints against the police. 


Painless Hindi 


Rightly or wrongly the Janata government was consi- 
dered to have a pro-Hindi bias. The present government, 
with the equal measure of support it draws from the' 
north and the south, will probably consciously try to 
avoid that image; and nobody will try to construe the 
sending of parliamentary delegations round the world to 
assess the use of Hindi in Gol offices as actually doing 
something for Hindi. The inaction-in-action is also on 
display to anyone entering the Press Information Bureau 
office in Shastri Bhavan. Up front is a notice board 
which has traditionally carried announcements in En- . 
glish informing newsmen of coming events. But a new _ 
notice board has recently been installed at the top of 
which ‘Press Information Bureau’ has been inscribed in 
Hindi. Presumably it will carry announcements in Hindi. 
But the board has been. left blank for over two months, 


Important “stenographer” 


a سس‎ 
‘The long awaited Assam talks were not without their 
share of mystery. At the request of the agitation leaders, 
no officials were participating. Despite the political 
nature of the discussions, no member of the Political 
department of the home ministry was present; even Mr 
H. C. Sarin, adviser to the Assam governor, was kept out. 
But there was one senior officer who sat in on the talks: 
Mr S. P. Bagla, establishment officer in the home 
Since it * 
was known that officials would not participate in the 
talks, curious pressmen asked Mr Bagla on the 
day what he was doing inside the c osed roo 
attending it as a stenographer," Mr Bag 
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When Lord Mountbatten came to India to arrange a smooth transfer of power, 
the task seemed impossible. Mountbatten's great asset was his personal rapport 
. With Jawaharlal Nehru built up in no small measure through the strong affection 
Lady Edwina and Nehru had for each other, a relationship which Mounibatten 
never grudged. Many details of the precise nature of that relationship, allegedly 
an “affair”, have been published in the most recent (barely weeks.old) biography 
of India's last Viceroy and first Governor-General: Mountbatten, Hero of our 
Time (Weidenfeld and Nicolson, London, £8.50) 


OT long before he died, 


Mountbatten said, *You 
can divide my. life into 
two. During the first part 


of my life I was an ordin- 
ary conventional naval officer, trying 
not to be different in the sense of 
being royal, trying not to show myself 
off as being rich and ostentatious— 
like always using a small cár to drive 
to the dockyard instead of my Rolls- 
Royce.*Then we come to the period 
when I was pulled out and pushed one 
generation up. Dudley Pound, for inst- 
ance, was twenty-four years older and 
was.a post-captain while I was a two- 
striper. From that time everything was 
new for mes and most of it for the first 
time for anyone. А 
“A lot of people today still think I gave 
away India, but..." 


OUNTBATTEN was forty-six and 
till looked ridiculously youthful. 


ment Attlee. It was not the first of its | 
kind. Recently, his advice had been | 
sought over Burma and about “the 
mess caused there by the Governor, 
as Mountbatten himself expressed I | 
This time India was the main item 
9n the agenda. With Attlee was ot | 
Stafford Cripps, an expert on the sub- | 


' ject, who had recently led a mission t0 | 


Delhi which had very nearly pulled on | 
an agreement for the transfer of pond | 
er. "I had kept in touch with what was | 
going on,” said Mountbatten, “ап lli- | 
was able to produce reasonably inte 
pent answers. Suddenly I began U^ 
ave suspicions. We were talking 4% 
out Wavell, who was having а үер | 
difficult time. I said, 'You're not. | | 
any chance talking about me relievin | 
him?’ Attlee said, ‘Yes, and I said, ‘N | 
on your Ше. And ГЇЇ give you Pod 
reasons. First, Wavell is a very honot | 
able man. Не may be taciturn but €^ 


cided 


saying 
his rar 
royal f: 


у 1 . М п0 | 
One morning, he was interrupted with first class and if he can't succeed, m 
a message from Downing Street. * Not at first. This was something "| 
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one can.’ 

"This, and all other reasons were 
Swept away, so I started making condi- 
tions. I must choose my own staff, and 
there'd be a lot of them, and I'd want 
Wavell's too, and everyone must be 
allowed cars and to bring their wives. 
wanted ‘Pug’ Ismay. I wanted com. 
plete control of the Honours List at the 
end, with no queries. I wanted my old 
York aircraft back, fitted out just as ] 
liked it. I wanted....” 

Was Mountbatten teasing them? 
Did he know that all the conditions he 
was likely to ask would be met? We 
can assume that he did. Then he tried 
two tough ones. First, he demanded 
that he could have his present appoint- 
ment to the 1st Cruiser Squadron back 
again when he had finished in India as 
Viceroy, the highest appointment any 
British citizen could hold. Attlee said 
yes. But Mountbatten insisted on 
Admiralty approval, now. So the First 
Lord (Lord Hall) and the First Sea 
Lord (Admiral Sir John Cunningham^4 
were called to Number 10. 

Hall agreed at once. *Hey, not so 
fast!" said the Admiral. *We had the 
gravest doubts about Dickie coming 
back after running SEAC, where he 
commanded fleets. It was only allowed 
after a lot of hesitation. But to come 
back after being Viceroy of India— 
absolutely out of the question." 

There was a brief pause. Then 
Attlee spoke in his dry,.sharp, even- 
toned voice. “I am not asking for your 
comments,” he said to Cunningham. “I 
am giving you an order." After they 
left, there was another pause before 
Cripps spoke: he would gladly go as 
Mountbatten's Chief of Staff if that 
would help. Mountbatten thought this 
a terrible idea, and that it would be 
read by the Indians as confirmation 
that Mountbatten was a mere regal 
figurehead. “It’s very good of you, sir. 
But that is too great an honour," said 
Mountbatten. 

Years later, Mountbatten insisted 
that he was being relentlessly cor- 
nered. “I went on fighting." Next he 
brought up the King's name. He would 
have to discuss it with him. Attlee said 
he had already squared George VI, 
and that he thought it was a marvel- 
lous idea. But, argued Mountbatten, 
the King had not yet heard his argu- 
ments against his appointment. The 
meeting broke up with nothing de- 
cided except that Mountbatten would 


o See the King at once. 


Mountbatten reminded George VI 
that there were hundreds of princely 
and native states. The Government 
had treaty relations with them, the 
king had a special responsibility to- 
wards them. Then if there were civil 
war, and terrible massacres, the royal, 
family would be directly associated, 
perhaps even held responsible for 
them, through himself, even if he was 
only.a minor member of the royal 
family. Ч 

Mountbatten reported George VI as 
saying that it was precisely because of 
his rank that he approved, that the 
royal family still had a cachet in India, 
that Mountbatten should 
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sonal message from him to the princes. 

Mountbatten: *You do know that 
the job is almost impossible?” 

George VI: *It can be done." 
Mountbatten: *Only by a miracle. And 
look how bad it will be for you and the 
family if I fail." 

George VI: *Ah, but look how good 
if you succeed!” 

“And that was that!" said Mount- 
batten. “I went back to Attlee and said 
I thought the King was quite wrong, 
and produced my trump card. I asked 
innocently if the Secretary of State for 
India was above the Viceroy, and was 
told yes, but that he was only a spokes- 
man for the Cabinet. 

“You mean I am going to have the 
Cabinet sitting on top of me all the 
time? This is ridiculous. The decisions 
must be mine and mine alone, on the 
spot.” 

Attlee replied, aghast, “But any- 
thing «else would mean giving you 
plenipotentiary powers. We cannot 
possibly consider that." х 

Mountbatten claimed that at this 
point he rose from his chair. “For this 
relief, much thanks," he said, smiling. 

“You, don’t mean you’re going; 
Dickie?” 

“Pm going all right. Pm going back 
to the navy.” 

With hardly a second’s pause, 
Attlee said, “All right, you can have 
plenipotentiary powers.” 


week after Mountbatten arrived 
As India; with a time limit of just 
fourteen months to hand over power, 
Nehru asked if by any chance Mount- 
batten had managed to get some spe. 
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Jinnah was as thin as a reed fróm the Ganges, narrow in 
face, his brown skin dry even in the hottest weather, his 
eyes bright and alert, missing nothing. He was a terrific 

dandy and displayed a wide range of perfectly cut suits, and 

a monocle completed the picture of some suntanned 
eccentric from a Michael Arlen novel. 


“Yes,as a matter of fact I did. Why do 
you ask?” Nehru said, “Because you 
act entirely” differently to any other 
Viceroy. You'talk as if you are making 
the decisions.” VI Ў 
Between the time when the news of 
the appointment was made public and 
Mountbatten's departure, his enemies 
were inclined to say he had taken on 
the task for its grandeur and ‘pomp, 
ceremonial and uniforms, and for the 
historical record: the great-grandson 
of Queen Victoria, proclaimed first 
Empress of India, giving away “the 
brightest jewel,” a “socialist” viscount 
behaving traitorously to his class. 


The statistics were truly alarming. 
Mountbatten was charged with secur- 
ing the political freedom within a 
unified state of some 400 million peo- 
ple (one in five of the earth’s popula- 
tion), 250 million Hindus, 90 million 
Moslems, 6 million Sikhs, and the rest’ 
made up of numerous sects and Buddh- 
ists and Christians and over 500 inde- 
pendent princes and maharajahs. 


They spoke 23 languages and 200. 


dialects:and were divided into some 
3,000 castes, orginating in racial, trib- 
al, occupational and territorial differ- 
ences. In the past few years, millions 
had died of hunger and tens of 
thousands as a result of internecine 
riot. Some had fought against the 
Allies, many more had formed the 


Main strength of Mountbatten’s 


armies. Many princes and maharajahs 
did not welcome the end of Britis 
rule. The giant Congress Party, 1 
Nehru, wanted a united India. 
the Commonwealth. The Muslii 
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from the Muslim League for a separate 
Pakistan. The Muslims had been main- 
ly loyal to Britain during the war, and 
had provided by far the greater num- 
ber of troops. Congress helped to 
widen the division by opposing the 
war, and Nehru, Gandhi and some 
60,000 of their followers were 
arrested. Nothing much seemed to 
have changed since 1921. Mountbatten 
was taking on the political commit 
menf of a socialist Prime Minister, and 
would be recognized everywhere as 
the King's cousin and representative. 
Attlee himself *thought the odds were 
about six to four against sutcess.” 
Mountbatten's estimate of a thousand 
to one against seemed more realistic. 

Mountbatten's York aircraft took 
off from Northolt airport in north-west 
London at first light on 20 March 1946. 
Besides Rear-Admiral thee Viscount 
and Viscountess Mountbatten and 
their daughter Pamela, there were on 
board their personal servants, Mount- 
batten's senior ADC Lieutenant- 
Commander Peter Howes, who did so 
much of the hard work, and Captain 
‘Ronnie’ Brockman, his private secret- 
ary and for so many years before and 
after, sharer of private jokes, whom 
Mountbatten always found congenial 
company for lighter moments. 

As usual when Mountbatten 
travelled the luggage was prodigious 
in volume and quantity and even 
Edwina, normally the lightest of light 
travellers, was obliged as Vicereine to 
bring a wide range of possessions and 
clothes. As on her honeymoon (and 
this year marked their silver wed- 
ding) she brought with her much of 
her jewellery as well as a diamond 
tiara for the proclamation in Delhi. 
Then there were all the documents 
and the two-page definition of the 
terms of Mountbatten's mission, 
signed by the Prime Minister. 

Mountbatten had laid down a 
gruelling timetable for the flight, 

‘which set the tempo he was evidently 


sion, like the destroyer commander he 
was. Most of the rest of his staff had 
left the previous day, at Ismay's insist- 
ence, preferring a more relaxed flight, 
like the good (no, exceptional) army 
staff officer he was. 


V/[OUNTBATTEN's plane, because 
of its tight timetable, arrived only 
a few hours later, and the sixty-three- 
year-old Field Marshal greeted his 
forty-six-year-old naval successor. 
The next morning, Mountbatten 
and Edwina saw off the Wavells from 
the airport, an unusual and appreci- 
ated gesture, and returned to work. On 
24 March, two years after Mountbat- 
ten had taken Mandalay, he and Edwi- 
na were sworn in as Viceroy and 
Vicereine, a function as grand as any 
swearing-in ceremony, but for this last 
time with the single purpose of grant- 
ing political freedom to 400 million 
people instead of ruling them. _ 
Itwas the nearest thing to a corona- 
ton, though mercifully briefer: trum- 
pets sounding the prelude, the ADCs 
leading the Mountbattens, he solemn 
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intending to sustain througout the mis- ` 


The relationship that devel 
45-year-old Englishwoman 
aristocracy, and the English- 


Allahabad had the most profo 


and noble in the pale blue robe of the 
Grand Master of the Star of India over .. 
the full dress admiral's uniform, and 
wearing the dark blue ribbon of the 


Garter above the dazzling array of ` 
Grand Crosses, orders and decora- 
tions; Edwina in gold brocade with her 
splendid tiara and more modest dis- 
play of decorations. They moved to 
their thrones, cunningly lit red and 
gold with scarlet velvet hangings, and 
Sir Patrick Spens, the Lord Chief Jus- 
tice of India administrated the 
oath..^I Louis Francis Albert Victor 
Nicholas Mountbatten...” 
Then, with the prior knowledge of 
only a few members of his staff 
Mountbatten delivered a brief 
address, an unprecedented step. *This 
1s not a normal Viceroyalty on which I 
am embarking," Mountbatten began. 
"His Majesty's government are re- 
Solved to transfer power by June 
1948.. Тат under nó illusion about the 
difficulty of my task. I shall need the 
&reatest goodwill of the greastest 
possible number, and I am asking 
India today for that goodwill...” 


June 1948; fourteen months. For ih 


thirty years a means acceptable to all 
parties had been searched for. And 
now this young admiral told them the 
transfer would take place in fourteen 


a 


months. The shock when the Indians 


oped between the beautiful 


educated Hindu barrister from 


for the transfer of power. 
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of such notable wealth and 


und effect on the negotiations 


first heard this could only have been 
more electric if he had added now that 
he had promised his family that he 
would be home in a year. But even his 
staff did not know that. 
HE had spoken of goodwill, and it 
was the search for that goodwill 
that occupied Mountbatten's earliest 
days. "Everything, absolutely every- 
thing, was going to depend on personal 
relationships," said. Mountbatten. 
This I had known from the beginning. 
I knew Nehru, and there was plenty of 
goodwill there. We liked one another 


and Nehru had always been one for 


rank and titles—a great snob an 
'pro-English, even if the English had 
Put him ïn jail so often. He was 
marvellous to look at—wonderful, 
very tall and handsome. Above all, he 
and Edwina got on marvellously too. 
That was a great help.” 
П а country not at that time noted 
for the political influence of its 
Women, the wives of those involved in 
the transfer negotiations played a 
Strong part; and the leading role was; 
of course, played by Edwina herself, 
er leading man Jawaharlal Nehru, 
now widowed and lonely and needing 
а woman in his life. 
Edwina charmed all the Indian 


leaders—and every Indian she met, for | 
that matter, and they numbered 
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thousands. Her blend of grace and 
authority, transparent kindness and 
interest in everyone she spoke to, her 
evident love of India and her people, 
played quite as big a part in the 
negotiations as Mountbatten himself 
in one formal and informal meeting 
after another. 

Whether in some riot-and-strife- 
torn town, the bodies lying rotting in 
the streets amorig smashed glass and 
wrecked rickshaws and the litter of 
looting, wifh the temperature in the 
110s and her hair soaking with sweat 
as she grieved or gave comfort; or in 
Viceroy House, surrounded by the glit- 
ter and riches of Imperial power, two 
hundred servants at her bidding, 
acting with ease and charm as hostess 
to her guests, the Vicereine was in- 
deed the graceful empress of the last 
months of British power. Nothing wás 
too much trouble for her; her patience 
and energy were inexhaustible, 
whether at home or at the numerous 
social occasions, from maharajahs' 
banquets to minor luncheon parties to 
which they would fly to all parts of 
India. 


TUE fact that a strong affair de 
veloped between her and Nehru, 
and so many people knew or suspected 
it, in no way diminished her standing. 
Rather the reverse; and the rela- 
tionship that developed between thé 
beautiful forty-five-year-old English- 
woman of such notable "wealth and 
aristocracy, with a good stiffening of 
Jewish blood in her veins, and the 
English-educated Hindu barrister 
from Allahabad, leader of the Con- 
gress Party and thirteen years blder 
than Edwina, had the most profound 
effect on the negotiations for. the 
transfer of power. 

Gandhi, too fell under Edwina's 
spell, and was soon calling her *my 
dear friend," although the nature of 
his love for her was utterly different 
from Nehru's. Gandhi was the first 
target of Mountbatten's *search for 
goodwill.” With the Mahatma on his 
side, he would, as he defined it, “be 
half-way home." *We didn't talk any 
business at all at our first meeting," 
said Mountbatten. “It was just a per- 
sonal chat. He was fascinated when I 
told him about my efforts to bring 
about a meeting between him and the 
Prince of Wales, when he was in prison 
in 1921. He talked about his early life, 


othe development of his political be- 


liefs and the non-violent independ- 
ence movement. We were together 
alone for two hours, and when we 
came out, the waiting reporters 
thought we must have been solving the 
difficulties of the transfer. Actually, 
we hadn't mentioned them!" 

` But the one man who could drive 
home the bolt and secure the lock of 
united India was Jinnah. *Jinnah was 
the Muslim League," said Mountbat- 
ten. *He held the future of India in his 
hands. I tried the same technique with 
him, but it was almost impossible to 
warm him. He had only one dream, 
and that was a separate Muslim state." 
Jinnah was cold (*My God, he 


was 
CC-0. In Public Domain. UP State M 


cold!” Mountbatten would exclaim), 
arrogant, vain, inflexible—all _ the 
characteristics that make negotiation 


. virtually impossible. Before a word 


could be said his appearance was suffi- 
cient to depress anyone attempting to 
negotiate with him. He was as thin as a 
reed from the Ganges, narrow in face, 
his brown skin dry even in the hottest 
weather, his eyes bright and alert. 
missing nothing. He was a terrific 
dandy and displayed a wide range of 
perfectly cut suits and a monocle com- 
pleted the picture of some suntanned 
eccentric from a Michael Arlen novel. 
At morning meetings of Mountbatten’s 
staff “the Dickie birds"—the subject 
of Jinnah was more often on the agen- 
da than anyone else. In the end Mount- 
batten claimed to have thawed him. 
But everyone knew that the tempera- 
ture change was that of one man’s 
breath on a frosty dawn. Jinnah was 
seventy, in poor health, and destined 
to live little longer than a year. 

“It was Jinnah, and the Muslim 
riots and massacres, that convinced 
me of two things soon after my arriv- 
al,” Mountbatten said. “The first was 
that we had to be quick to find a 
solution. The second, that it was more 
important to be quick than to have an 
undivided India. Government was los- 
ing control. I decided that we had to be 
out not in fourteen months but in five 
months.” 

It was as if the subcontinent had 
been sown with politico-racial time- 
fused mines. As fast as Mountbatten 
and Edwina sped about the country 
defusing them, others were laid in 
their place. One of the worst problem 
areas was the North-West Frontier 


Nothing, it seemed, could tarnish the glitter and douse the 
happiness of August 15 - only perhaps the thought that at 
this moment the man who had done more than all of them 
put together to win India her freedom felt no call to rejoice, 
rather to mourn... “For Mahatma Gandhi there was only one | 
place.to be at this moment— in a noisome slum where he 
could bring a little peace and comfort, where he could fast 
for his people's sins, and where he could mourn the India, 
united as well as free, for which he had worked and prayed 
and schemed and dreamed." 


useum, Hazratganj. 


province. On 28 April, the Mountbat- 
tens flew to Peshawar. They were fold 
that a crowd of Muslims, numbering 
around 75,000, was about to march on 
Government House, and that their 
mood was violent. Mountbatten 
agreed to meet and show himself to 
the demonstrators. At the last minute 
Edwina insisted on: joining him in the 
car. The sound of chanting rising to 
crescendos, could be heard from a 
distance. The crowd was in a large 
park and its surrounding fields, 
stretching far into the distance. They 
were crying “Pakistan Zindabad!” 
over and over again, and waving the 
illegal green flags of Pakistan. Their 
imminent march was also illegal and 
certain to lead to violence. 

The Mountbattens climbed up on to 
a railway embankment, both of them 
looking informal in khaki bush shirts, 
and waved to the nearest people in the 
crowd. The word of their presence 
spread like a tidal wave. Children 
were held up to see them, and the cries 
soon changed to “Mountbatten Zinda- 
bad!” No speech was possible. But 
their presence was enough. For nearly 
half an hour, they exchanged waves 
and smiles before leaving for lunch 
with the Governor. They learned later 
that the entire crowd had dispersed 
peacefully, and were returning to their 
homes. .. 

Edwina made a journey alone to 
the Punjab, where communal rioting 
was bloodiest and thousands had 
already met death almost as horrible 
as those in the Japanese camps two 
years earlier. It was a harrowing ex- 


‘perience, emotionally as well as physi- 


cally, with temperatures up to 114 { 


ё 


ucknow - 
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Nehru and Mountbatten r^ 
; were with so much in com- | 
mon, and certainly (there 1 
was) no jealousy on Mount- j 
batten's side of Nehru's re- | 
lationship with Edwina. On 
the contrary, he was proud | 
of her role. | 
appointment, the London Times pre- | d 
dicted that if he brought with him no | lo 
new initiative, no solution, it "may » bl 
reinforce the determination of the | K 
Congress Party and the Muslim | die 
League to make no concessions to each | b: 
3 other." And then under the threat of Í m 
їз Ж Pas, oe complete breakdown, there would be a ? in 
: fig decision “in favour of the claims of | By 
| 3 1 d } | one side or the other.” And now it had 
He ЕЗ. ae 88 worked ош exactly like that. India was di 
receive th 5 é to be partitioned and Jinnah had his | рг 
The Wavells receive the Mountbattens at Palam. to be pan | р 
degrees in the shade. batten and all his works; above all EID s ш шеше: cem | n 
She could do little to ease the. impressing Churchill with the depth tral к а ль, dua | ly 
misery directly. The indirect influence and glitter of her mind so that the war егш аа B 
of her dangerous and exhausting work leader always saw Mountbatten as one еы рої од ао gc 
was profound, however. As soon as she half of an unique team. Pa istan аа a оеп | of 
returned, grieved and distraught by ‘Nehru had capitulated. A great М Rout any linging eur ое | 
what she had seen, Mountbatten sent deal of choppy water lay ahead but concession Jinnah was pe | о пека | sh 
. her to recount her experiences to they had clawed their way off the lee This was the broad outline n | er f 
Nehru. Together the leader of the shore of catastrophe. *So there we were many ragged ends, P E е | n 
Congress Party and the most powerful were," said Mountbatten *We had all provinces of Punjab an jenga and | Н 
. тап in India, and the exhausted had dreams of a united India, handing Kashmir. The legislative assemblies | i: 
.  Vicereine, grieved for Mother India. over to a single government. Within would deal with their future. The з ro 
Then Mountbatten himself worked on . weeks they were shattered and wehad — representatives of the Muslim districts | i 
Nehru, socialist Viceroy and admiral to make do with second best. But that and the others would vote separately | 
and socialist barrister and politician, was better than what I knew to be the іп favour of partition or against it, a | ki 
* friends with so much in common and alternative." By. 3 June all seemed simple majority being decisive. If the | we 
= Certainly no jealousy on Mountbat- clear sailing. There had been last. vote favoured partition then a bound- | fr 
= tems side of Nehru's relationship with minute hell from Jinnah and other ary commission would set up the fron- ў m 
Й Pamina. On the contrary, he was proud problems. But now the Mountbatten tier line. The Мол Fronte E d 
е Plan had been agreed; and оп the Sind and British Baluchistan wou К e 
en ith every show of reluctance, same day that the leaders met, Attlee have a referendum on whether or not | V: 
Nehru agreed that the only Way to announced what he claimed as com. to join the Constituent Assembly or 4 us 
communal peace and freedom for his plete success to the House of Com. for sapere | a 
country was to divide it. n E 


This was the essence of the Mount- 
batten plan. For all but a handful of 
veteran authorities on Indian politics, 
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atever other conclusions can be 

— — reached about this stage in Indian 
— history, however the figures of the 
massacred before and after the trans- 

fer of power are read, there can be no 
denying that if freedom for India was 
0 be granted in months and not years 


Four months earlier to the day, 
commenting on Mountbatten’s 


Edwina with Gandhiji 


evident, 


h a quarter century of |&. 
ing him through the 
of those early days in 
ean, from healing the | 
0 e of fellow. officer: у NA 
charming captains and C-in-C: geet 
orting him in those months at ‹ 
л ined Ops, dealing first with 
affronted Keyes, the eccentric sp 
ists and wild men that this 
attracted and the hard men of 
services who disapproved of Moun 


———— 


ә 


Jinnah was cold (“Му God, 
he was cold." Mountbatten 
would exclaim), arrogant, 


vain, inflexible—all the 
characteristics which make 
negotiation virtually im- 
possible. 


races, religions, frontiers, hates and 
loves objectors were certain to be 
blinded by the complexity of the whole 
business. That, and the speed and 
decisiveness with which agreement 
had been reached, were its chief 
strength. Its weaknesses were to man- 
ifest themselves over decades and gen 
erations to come. 

But, for the present, there were few 
dissenting voices. Not only Attlee 
proclaimed that this was a success. 
Millions of Hindus and Muslims re- 
garded it as a triumph, and outside 
India some informed opinion and near- 
ly all uninformed opinion considered 
that the Mountbatten Plan was *a 
good thing." But, of necessity because 


surgeon had no opportunity of with 


rajahs, khans and maharajahs, many A 


Gandhiji fasting on 15 August YG EE 


. M 


Las 


Mountbatten with Gandhiji 


them they had until 15 August to make 
up their minds whether they would 
remain independent or throw in their 
lot with. one or other"of the two new 
of the selfimposed time factor, the States.” Some Mountbatten bullied, 
he used more subtle 
sharpening his knife and the incisions | methods. “He could,” commented one 
of partition were coarse, leaving mil- observer, “not only talk the hind leg 
lions on the wrong side of boundary off a donkey but also the throne from 
lines, and leaving the nawabs and under a prince.” 
tremendous amount of other 
ruling vast areas, in what Mountbatten work remained to be done. Mountbat- 
truthfully described as “a pathetic. ten had a much-photographed calen- 
situation.” dar in his office with a ring round 15 
They still had to be dealt with. “I August, and every day а date would be 
knew some of them well, had played deleted as a further emphasis of*the 
polo with them and they were my urgency. Friday 15 August 1947 was 
friends," said Mountbatten. “But these the most memorable day in Indian 
were only a few out of five hundred, history, and one of the most significant 
some of them rulers of only a small in the mid-twentieth century. The 
town or a few square miles, others of world’s greatest imperial power was 
vast wealth controlling huge and rich handing over voluntarily and (with 
areas. | saw some of them separately, some exceptions) gladly, a great sub- 
and then summoned a full-scale meet- continent and 
ing of the Chamber of Princes and told world's population would now control 


in five of the 
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its own destiny All over Pakistan and. 
the new India, the speeches rang out | 
and the new flags were unfurled. If 
anyone should question the goodwill 
that accompanied the exercise, an In- 
dian or a Briton could point to the 
figure of the first Governor-General. 
for Mountbatten had been asked to 
stay on in this role in free India, and | 
had agreed, though for a few months и 
only. (He had hoped to be Governor- 
General of Pakistan, too, but Jinnah, | 
who had been granted almost every- 
thing for which he had worked, would 
not have that). $ 
The installation of Mountbatten аѕ 
Governor-General, and now created an | 
Earl, was as elaborate and stately 
his installation as Viceroy barely fi 
months earlier. Messages of goodi 
from the world's rulers were read: 
Mountbatten made’ a speech ‹ 
friendship and gratitude, followed b; 
that of Dr Rajendra Prasad in Hine 
and then in English: “Let us gratefull 
acknowledge, while our achievement 
is in no small measure due to our own. 
sufferings and sacrifices, it is also th 
result of world forces and events, an 
last though not least it-is the co 
summation and fulfilment of the 
toric tradition and democratic ideal: 
of the British race." That seemed 
say it all. : 
Many more ceremonie 1 
celebrations remained and nothing 
seemed could tarnish the glitter an 
douse the happiness of that day—o1 
perhaps the thought that at this | 
ment the man who had done more t 
all of them put together to 
her freedom felt no call 
rather to mourn. *It was tr 


worked and prayed and schemed and 
dreamed.” 

“No power in history,” ran one 
Indian newspaper comment on these 
stirring, days, but Great Britain would 

ave conceded ' independence with 
such grace and no Power but India 
would ‘have so gracefully acknow- 
ledged the debt.” 

But there 
Paid—the anguish and sufferings of 


uproot themselves for fear of the. fu- 
ture. Communal strife and frenzy ona 
scale never known before even in this 
great suffering land. No one has calcu- 
lated accurately the number who were 
_ Shot, burned, hacked, battered and 

tortured to death. Perhaps one million, 


ld War I. 
With fear and death there inevit- 
 ably came famine. Edwina set up a 


United Council for Relief and Welfare. 
At one time, with the hysteria of mass 
murder now sweeping in to Delhi it- 
self, many of her М: o> rr warg 

murdered and Edwin Twas onb, 8 
mask over her face, heiping to move 


E. ^ 45 


batten re- 
* Onthe afternoon of 30 January 1948 Mount 
ceived first the grave news that two теп had 0981 Ша 
with grenades іп a crowd being addressed Бу "i Г bee 
that they were certainly intended for the Prime 8 d 
few minutes later the news came over the car's radio | 
Mahatma had died. “To say | was appalled соп үе G 
nothing,” said Mountbatten. "I was numbed 7 Hi r 
terrified. His little pinched face looked serene in ва : 

l went to his house, where a great crowd hada aa у, 
gathered. Someone in the crowd shouted, It Was a us im 
that did it.’ | immediately shouted back, You're a fool. You 
know nothing. It was a Hindu.’ | had no idea of course. 
Luckily | was right. 


the corpses to the mortuary and then 
touring the hospitals tending the 
wounded and attempting to allay their 
fears. Delhi resembled a city of the 


naked fakir: 

In a few days it was his 
eighth birthday. 
ences,” he said. “There is nothing but 
anguish in my heart. I cannot live 
while hatred and killing mar the 
atmosphere.” He spoke, 
sufferings of the refugees, 
heard that a Convoy of Hindus and 
Sikhs 57 miles long is pouring into the 
Indian Union from West Punjab. It 
makes my brain reel to think how this 
can be. Such a h 
lleled in the history of-the world and it 


batten insisted that they should b 
Eo home. 
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HE Mountbattens were Ain India 
To a week later. Edwina went 
straight back to her relief work. Over 
and above the deaths by violence 
thousands were dying from exposure 
in the November winds in refugee 
camps in the Punjab. Two events fo]. 
lowed in swift succession, each mark. 
ing symbolically the extremes under 
which the masses in India suffered, 
The first was the Silver Jubilee of the 
Maharaja of Jaipur, as. grand and 
glitteringly ostentatious and extrava. 
gant an affair as ever occurred in the 
days of the British Raj. In this land of 
extremes, the scene in Jaipur con. 


'trasted grotesquely with those of riot, 


pillage, rape and murder that stalked 
the nation. 

In one more desperate attempt to 
stem the flow of violence and blood. 
shed, in the New Year, Gandhi began а 
fast unto death and was soon so weak 
that he had to be carried to prayer 
meetings. Mountbatten visited him 
anxiously. Mahatma was just able to 
whisper. Roguishly he said, “It takes a 
fast to bring the mountain to 
Mahomet." 

Then, on the afternoon of 30 Janu- 
ary 1948, Mountbatten returned to 
Delhi from a visit to Madras. He ar- 
rived to receive first the Brave news 
that two men had been found with 
grenades in a crowd being addressed 
by Nehru, and that they were certainly 
intended for the Prime Minister. A few 
minutes later the news came over the 
car's radio that shots had been fired at 
Gandhi and that he had been hit three 
times. Before a doctor could arrive 
Mahatma had died muttering, *Hey 
Rama!" *To Say that I was appalled 
conveys nothing," said Mountbatten. 
"I was numbed and utterly terrified. 
His little pinched face looked serene 
in death when I went: to his house, 
where a great crowd had already 
Bathered. 

"Somone in the crowd shouted, ‘It 
was a Muslim that did it!? I immediate- 
ly shouted back, ‘You’re a fool. You 

now nothing. It was a Hindu.’ 

“Thad no idea, of course. How could 
I? But if it had been a Muslim, then 
Civil war was inevitable and the car- 


nage terrible, Luckily I was right. It. 


was a Hindu fanatic.” 

the term of 
Mountbatten’s office expired and he 
and his family Prepared to leave India. 


a deeply loving relationship with the 

People to whom she had given so much 

of her time 

ion. 5 
Mountbatten was seen in the sim- 

ple terms of 


In Britain when he was murdered 32 
years later, there was a day of mourn- 
Ing. In India, mourning was ordered 
for two weeks, and the feeling ran 
even deeper among all classes includ- 

` "hı had grown up since the 
мс ritish Raj. 
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‘Edwina did not believe in 
being discreet 


By KHUSHWANT SINGH 


HAD a few encounters with the 

Mountbattens and was twice tick- 
ed off by Pandit Nehru for letting 
his rendezvous with the Countess 
get into the papers. у 
It was the winter of 1947-48. Krish- 
na Menon was our High Commis- 
sioner in London; I his Public Rela- 
tions man. Krishna, who could be 
unbelievably rude to most people, 


‘could also be unbelievably fawning 


towards people who mattered. He 
knew how enamoured the Nehrus 
and the Mountbattens were of each 
other and took great pains to culti- 
vate the Earl and his Lady. He had 
a room set apart in India House 
with a copper plate bearing the 
legend “Countess Mountbatten of 
Burma”. Since there was shortage 
of office space, I was put, in that 
room with strict instructions to 
clear out at the slightest whisper of 
her Ladyship’s arrival. She never 
graced it with her presence. Her 
husband, however, had to useit asa 
waiting room on one occasion. He 
had been misinformed about the 
time of a reception and turned up 
15 minutes before he was expected. 
He liked making spectacular en- 
tries and was very much out of 
countenance when instead of being 
greeted by the High Commissioner 
and his aides (to the playing of 
national anthems and booming of 
gun salutes) he was escorted by a 
messenger to the office reserved 
for his wife. He was in the First Sea 
Lord's uniform, his chest ablaze 
with medals. He was in no mood to 


talk to me and brushed aside my, 


attempts to engage him in con- 
versation. Then I boldly asked him 
if the partition of India had not 
been a great blunder. He drew 
himself up to his regal height and 
replied as if he was addressing a 
vast multitude: *I do not care what 
people say about me today; I will be 
jadged at the bar of history." The 
statement was undoubtedly true 
but lacking in the modesty one 
associated with Énglishmen of the 
upper classes. The blue blood that 
coursed in Lord Louis’.‘veins was 
almost entirely German not En- 
glish. A few months later he got the 
chance to display himself in the 
manner that suited his tempera- 
ment. This was at the Canadian 
Trade Fair at Toronto. For reasons 
which transpired later. he had 
asked the Indian High Commission 
in Ottawa (where I was then serv- 
ing) to provide him with escort. It 


| was a bright sunny morning, Lora 


In Pubric Domain. UP State Museum, Hazratganj. 


“Mountbatten was decked up in his 


shimmering, silver-white shark- 

skin uniform with gold epaulettes, 

gold and.silver medals ablaze in the 

sunlight. He marched in front; four 

blacks (two of them including my- 

self bearded and turbaned) behind 

him. Here was the last of the Vicer- 

oys of India with all that the British 

Empire had stood for in its sun- 

never-sets glory. Hallelujah! : 

My encounters with Nehru and 

Edwina were of a different sort. I 

was one of a handful of officers to 

receive: Panditji on a bitingly cold 
winter night at London airport. At 
Krishna Menon's prodding,I intro- 
duced myself to the Prime Minister 
and asked him if he had any in- 
structions for me. *What, at this 
time of the night!" he snapped. 
“You can go home.” 

The next morning, I found a note on 
my table asking me to see the High 
Commissioner at once. “The old 
man is furious with you,” Menon 
told me. “What have I done?” I 
pleaded. “Have you seen The 
Herald?” he asked and showed me 
a large photograph on the front 
page, depicting Panditji outside the’ 
Mountbatten’s home, the door 
slightly ajat with Lady Mountbat- 
ten in her night gown. The caption 
read: “Lady Mountbatten's . mid- 
night visitor." Menon warned me to 
keep out of Panditji’s sight for a 
couple of days. 

Three days later there was yet 
another picture in another paper 
showing Panditji and Lady Mount- 
batten dining together in a Greek 
restaurant. This time there was a 
note from M. O. Mathai, saying that 
Panditji wanted to see me. I went to 
Claridges hotel, expecting the 
worst. I entered Panditji’s room. He 
demanded: “Who are you?” I rein- 
troduced myself. “What do you 


At the first Independence Day celebrations 


want?" he asked. “Sir, you sem for 

me. I am your press officer.” He 

gave me a withering look and re- 

marked: “You have strange notions 

of publicity.” 

It was not for me to tell him that I 

had nothing to do with those pic- 

tures and that he should have been 

more discreet. However, a couple of 

times I saw Countess Edwina with 

Panditji, I could guess that Edwina 

did not believe in being discreet 

and probably never gave Panditji a 

chance of being so. She took his 

hand in hers in front of people: it 

was as candid a gesture as it was 

‘affectionate. No more. Edwina had 

been known to have had many 

lovers—now named in Mountbat- 

ten’s two biographies: Richard 

Hough’s Mountba en Hero of our 

Time and Charles Smith's Fifty 

Years with Mountbatten. Amongst 
the lovers listed are a pianist, Paul 

Robson, the six-foot-seven-inch tall 

Negro singer, the Earl of Sefton and 

our own Panditji. According to the 

biographers, Lord Mountbatten, in- 

stead of feeling peeved as a cuck- 

olded husband, actually clucked 

with pride at his wife's infidelities. 

As the holy book says, it is as 

difficult to know the ways of a man 

with a maid as it is to tell the ways 

of the eagle in the air, the way of a 
serpent on the rock and the way of 
a ship in the midst of the sea. But 
we can be pretty certain that the 
one price people in the public eye 
have to pay for their popularity is 
to deprive themselyes of the right 
of leading private lives of their 


own. Every move they make is seen _ 


by thousands of people, every — 

friendship exaggerated into am 

affair. І go along with Indir 

dhi when she dismisses 
dicu 
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КОЛ ЕБВ : BE 
Ah Se Sk PET RN NERO i AK 
ib Ske ККК CARER Ў m. m 
all in 
. : i crin 
E | eople, beating them up, throwing them into prison оп d 
к-н s mped-up charges. Pam 
| ff | В of PAC looting shops and homes; you hear of dide 
PAC participating in an orgy of destruction; you hear of cubus 
persons taken away and traceless; you hear of men and | inten: 
women who have turned mad with grief, of babies cryin igit 
out for their missing fathers. You hear, till your senses ДУ 
i 5 refuse to take any more. And yet, since the authorities are Ye 
Р against "them," they do not matter. And you know that it cally 
i ‘ could be you, your children, your relations, your home, your АСЕ 
| T ' shop, your place of worship, your mohalla—no matter who К impo: 
| me se. you are; what your status is, what your ideology is... Be 
| ew Sin í And there is so little you can do; yes, you can speak to sprou 
| i the local authorities, to the Home Minister, to the Prime — - storie 
| 3 TR Minister; write to them. So what? Are they omniscient, *unb 
ү : 3 or re omnipotent? How can they stem this tide of hate? How can { there 
ili _ Б » they clear the air of this pollution? How can they take the i and 
ү > bug out of the system? | histo! 
HE “К In the darkness that has descended upon this unhappy V 
| | / а e city, I see no light in this encircling gloom, no hope of . o 
d 3 redemption. I feel a if qs к of human [аре has Тег 
{| ceased to flow and the wells of human compassion have run ier ne] 
| Вү SYED. SHAHABUDDIN,MP dry. But have they? A , | agent 
i Á EA M The Jamshedpur tragedy of 1979, whose high point was E 
| B КЕС, BE adii [Шш the macabre roasting alive of a busload of women and natur 
| b. - Bu K NW children, was marked by a wave of sympathy for the ИТ 
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between the police and the Muslim community, has failed 
to stir the hearts of the nation, to generate any such wave of 
sympathy. 

There is an eerie silence over the moral Iandscape, as if 
conscience has gone to sleep, as if the victims are not our 
flesh and blóod, as if the bond of common nationhood has 
broken down. 


Look at how the country reacted to the killing of the 
Chopra children. Look at how our jurists and intellectuals 


Today, but for a few discordant voices—it is silence all 
around, acceptance of atrocities...The politician is silent; 
this is understandable; he has his constituency to look 


nse ‹ › NO air of protest, no cry of repugnance, no i 
rejection of brutality- why» Would i | 
remained silent? у Gandhi and JP have 


From the word go, the media За 
; > me presented a distorted | 
Picture—our great free Press initially played into the hands 


© 


. You see rows of people in a hospital 
ward, each with a S limb, Broken by | 
the police, deliberately, calculatedly, col- 

dly, each telling more or less the same: 
story, of police - breaking into a house, 
resting people, beating them up, throw- 

nem into prison on fake, trumped-up 


reyes jewey 


suspicion and Istrust; they open out their hearts and then 
ask you not to take notice, not to do anything about it, least 
they face more beatings, more Tepression, more breaking of 
bones—maybe death! You See rows of people in azhospital 
ward, each with a broken limb, rarer by the *police, 
deliberately, calculatedly, coldly, each telling more or less 
the same story, of police breaking into a house, arresting 
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of the local police and magistracy, the normal source of 
information in such situations. But how could the police and 
the magistracy tell the truth when they are a party and, by 
all indications, the guilty party. You can't ask them to 
incriminate themselves and not to fabricate lies, not to try 
to cover up their crime. Hence the barrage of concocted 
rumours competently broadcast by the mass media. Later 
more lies, to sustain the original lie. The sin was compound- 
ed a thousand-fold—churned out day in-and day out, 
intensifying the image sought to be projected, strengthen- 
ing it, giving it a lip of its own, a momentum which takes it 
out with the world beyond. 

Yes, the propaganda was cleverly orchestrated, diaboli- 
cally planned, but you must ask why it was lapped up by our 
discerning public, our elitist opinion.makers. That is the 
important question. 

Because the seeds fell on a fertile ground and ovetnight 
sprouted intó a crop of certitude. The people behind the 
stories, the “objective” analysis, the “factual” reports, the 
*unbiased" comments, were inclined to believe it, because 
there is an undercurrent of suspicion, distrust, even hatred 
and contempt for the Muslim—the end-product of our 
history, our education and our politics. 


] VEN the voices speaking up against the police atrocity 
Саге shy, half-hearted, apologetic. “We all know how 
terrible the police is but what can we do about him; we have 
to tolerate him.” “The Muslim may ‘indeed be a foreign 
agent but we ourselves are responsible for what he is.” “Не 
is a fanatic by birth and by faith; violence is his second 
nature, Arab money has gone to his head, a little chastenifig 
would have done him no harm, but the killing was not really 
necessary.” “Tut, tut, we are not a violent people, why can’t 
we change him by moral force?” 

The image that has been projected is that the Muslim, 
unless he is contained and firmly handled and unless his 
nefarious conspiracies and designs are defeated, is just 
about to take over the country, with fire and sword, through 
simultaneous uprising in several parts of the country, with 
the help of Pakistani arms, Arab money and CIA agents. 
China must indeed be thankful that it is not brought in. 

The public has come to believe not only that the Muslims 
of Moradabad had attacked the police at the Idgah and the 
police fired to save their lives, but that throughout Muslims 
have continued to snipe at the police from rooftops; that 
there shall be no peace until they are totally disarmed. The 
general public instinctively believes that “miscreants” 
means “Muslims”; that if firearms have been seized, they 
must be from Muslim hands; that if arms dumps have been 
discovered, they must be in Muslim homes;that if Muslims 
have been arrested, they must have done some wrong; that 
if their bones are broken, they must have begun the 
violence. ` 

A responsible newspaper comes out with a screaming 
headline: “Moradabad has more arms than UK” and 
everybody believes it. And the national press merrily 
publishes stories of 163 PAC jawans killed in Moradabad; 
of 400 Home Guards missing in Aligarh, of the Moradabad 
kotwali razed to the ground by Muslim mobs; of Pakistani 
agents arrested and interrogated. Organiser, the RSS 
mouthpiece, gives a name to the Muslims—“armed rebels.” 
No one protests. Girilal Jain, the respected doyen of Indian 
journalism, weaves a whole theory of the hidden hand 


Let us examine how absurd is that "fact. 

that a shot was fired at the police from — 

` inside the Idgah. ES 
e No one heard a shot, E 
e Noone saw a Muslim carry a fire 


e No.spent cartridge was found in t 


Idgah. 


e No firearm was left behini 
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There is an eerie silence over the moraP 
landscape, as if conscience has gone to 
sleep, as if the victims are-not our flesh . 
and blood...The politician is silent...The 
Gandhi Peace Foundation is also silent; 
the Citizens for Democracy are.silent; the 
Sarvodaya crowd is silent; Vinoba Bhave 
is silent, the civil libertywallahs are silent; 
the intellectuals, the academicians, the 
jurists are silent; the students and youth 
are silent. The believers in spiritualism, 
the fighters for human rights in Kam- 
puchea and the liberation of Afghanistan ` 
are silent. Would Gandhi and JP have; 
remained: silent? MU 


around one single “fact”—which turns out to be a lie—and 
scores of. letters applaud his objectivity and his great 
service to the nation in weaving this plot: 

And what was that “fact >” That a shot was fired at the 
police from inside the Idgah. Let us examine how absurd 
this lie is—so absurd indeed that no one even mentions it 
now. ~ 
ə No one heard a shot. 5 
e No one saw a Muslim carry a firearm. 

e No spent cartridge was found in the Idgah. 

e No firearm was left behind in the stampede. 

e No house in front of the Idgah has a bullet mark. 

€ No policeman received a bullet or a pellet injury. 

€ And why should the group which had planned to attack 
the police choose the Idgah and the Id day? And why should 
it begin its operations, so chivalrously, with brickbats? 

You must ask what was the purpose of this conspiracy. 
You are told, to pressurise Mrs Gandhi on Afghanistan, on 
Assam, on Kashmir, to weaken and destabilise the country; 
to slow down its progress. And you nod your head in wise 
agreement. Ec 

That the BJP joins in this song and dance about the 
*foreign hand? and *deep conspiracy" is no wonder. After 
all, they are the self-appointed knights-errant of *national 
ism.? But in Moradabad, about every Hindu I met believes 


- it. There is perfect polarisation; there are no Congressites, 


no Jawaharites. Truly was I told by a respected citizen, a 
Hindu: *It is not the RSS but the RSS philosophy which is in 
the forefront." sity 

But the fact is that out of 144 officially killed, 121 are 
Muslims; at least 75 per cent of the injured, of the 1,600 
arrested, of the beaten up, are Muslims, nearly all shops 
looted, all houses searched or looted are Muslims’. And the 
arms. In four weeks, the police have seized only 200 
firearms, mostly unlicensed, and only four of them are of 
foreign makes! And yet the Muslim in Moradabad is on the 
warpath! ; 

N a democratic society, peaceful protest against injustice 

is not only a right, it is a duty. Spontaneous protest took 


place throughout the country on the following Friday, 15 : 


August; in a few places, they got out of hand and resulted in 
confrontation’ with the police and of course in massive 
reprisals. But can some isolated instances establish a 


pattern or design? Can it prove a nationwide.conspiracy to ` 


attack the police? ra 
By talking of conspiracies, so long as you do not name 


the parties to the conspiracy, you can keep everyone happy 
because everyone can identify it with his bete noire. The 


Muslim is happy that the government means the RSS; the 
Hindu is happy that the Muslim League is meant. Th 
secularist is happy that the RSS-Jamaat-e-Islami linkag 
has been finally unearthed; the communist is happy tha 
the CIA has been caught red-handed. And the gove : 
our omnipotent sarkar which cannes make its writ ru 
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Gandhi step out?" Her fo 


ries within the ruling party, t 
tration. all forgotten or relegated to obscurity. Even Assam 
does not make headlines. What happened to the Gujarat 
agitation no one seems to remember. Mrs Gandhi has 
€ last drop of political juice from this | 


| Managed to wring th 
1 tragedy. 
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in Delhi, promises to crush the conspirators and this strikes 
a responsive chord and the nation bursts ‘into applause, 

Of course, the government must keep everyone guessing 
and every one reasonably happy. You may whisper in 
private about the atrocities of the PAC, but condemn it, 
disarm it; no, how can you? They would rise in revolt. It 
- does not matter if the ultimate result is the widening of the 
emotional gap, a setback to national integration. But who 
cares? : 

The bogies we raise divert national attention from the 
task of economic development, from diagnosing failures 
and taking remedial action. It generates an air of com. 
placency and self-satisfaction, while 33 years after inde. 
pendence, 60 per cent of our people continue to live below 
the poverty line, like a sub-human species, devoid of 
dignity and hope. А w 

Have the people become immune to violence, insensitive 
to human tragedy, neutral in the face of atrocities and 
massacre? It is not only that they begin to think that the 
Muslims of Moradabad, Aligarh, and Allahabad are getting 
what they deserve, and we need waste no tears over them. 
But with repeated exposure, they become callous, apathetic 
spectators who accept injustice and tolerate inhumanity, in 
this land which produced Buddha and Gandhi. Or maybe 
Gandhi alone understood us and tried to liberate us from 
ourselves. Perhaps we are a violent people, a hardened 
people, having lived through centuries of violence. 

The real question is not how to save the Muslim 
community but how to save the nation from the undercur- 
rent of hatred and violence which is consuming all our finer 
sensibilities. The real question is not what to do about 
Moradabad but how to save the country from this apathy to 
violence which will one day break it into pieces as surely as 
night follows the day. 

Aren't we human beings before we are anything else? If 
there is any spark of humanity left in us, let us pool those 
little sparks to guide us through this moral wasteland. If we 
are still capable of tears, let us pool the tears we are yet to 
shed and then we shall see the tragedy in all its dimensions. 


A POLICE force should never lose its temper; or become 
vindictive, it should be objective in its assessment in 
moments of crisis and firm and controlled in its responses, 
measured in the use of its power. But what do you say to a 
man with a gun when he favours a murderer, a looter, an 
arsonist. When lust and violence grip his being, he can 


i the protector of your life and 
Onour and property. What do you do with him? 
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HE other day, a young 
expert, arrived fresh 
from Delhi's Palam air- 
port after a stint with 
the World Bank, told 
me, “I tell you, unless India cracks 
down on the population growth, 
there is no hope for our economic 
plans.” I countered his revelation 
with another, “Unless India can 
control the monsoons, there is no 
hope for stable food production.” 

My expert friend was stunned . 

He argued with me that despite all 
the hocus-pocus on rain-making 
machines, monsoons cannot be con- 
trolled, and therefore the best 
altérnatiye was a massive irrigation 
programme to remove the uncer- 
tainty of water supply that the 
monsoon represents. *Exactly!" I 
said triumphantly. Population 
growth in India cannot be control- 
led at will, despite all the hocus- 
pocus on sterilisation, IUCDs etc., 
but the best alternative was a mas- 
sive boost in the production of 
essential commodities and services. 

By now my expert friend's knees 
began to wobble and his lips to 
quiver. The brainwashing he had 
received about India's population 
growth in the air-conditioned com- 
fort of the World Bank did not allow 
him to swallow something so radi- 
cally different. Lest I cause further 
brain concussion, I departed from 
the scene. 

It has always amazed me how 
India, a nation of such intelligent 
souls, accepts everything uncriti- 
cally that the West dishes out in the | 
form of articulated nonsense—to 
suit their imperialist designs. For 
years we believed that the English 
were unwilling rulers of India, and 
had come for our benefit! Our intel- 
lectuals are so completely captive 
even today that it embarrasses me 
if someone calls me an intellectual. 
Indian intellectuals.merely articu- 
late for a domestic setting concepts 
of the safed chamrha (white skin). 
No deviation from these concepts 
is permitted, but ingenuity and 
originality to sustain these con- 
cepts аге: lauded. Еог а free India 
we must build an intellectual base 
to demolish these concepts. — 

The “population problem” is one 
such Western concept that needs to 
be demolished. All talk of controll- 
ing drastically India’s population is 
a conspiracy of white nations 
rooted in the fear that brown skins 
will swarm the world, greedily cast- 
ing eyes on the uninhabited lands 
of Australia and Latin America. 

Let me argue as an economist to 
sustain what I am saying in political 
terms. What is the most sophisti- 
cated economic argument for: 

population contr@®-Dhdn PebliceDo 


By SUBRAMANIAM SWAMY 


. planning on non-economic grounds. 


resources to feed the population, 
which resources are scarce. A baby 
born requires resources in terms of 
hospitals, schools, colleges, factor- 
ies, etc., to provide for that baby. If 
that baby was not born, we could 
use those resources to provide more EE 
for those already born. Hence Е 
population control. и: 
Paradoxically, I agree with this 
reasoning! But the economist with- 
in me says.that to prevent that baby 
from being born, I also require 
resources in terms of clinics, mobile 
vans, doctors, instruments, etc. So 
in terms of economic logic of using 
resources most-efficiently, 1 must ЕТ 
know which of the two alternatives & 
requires more resources: to provide 
for the baby born or to prevent the E 
baby from being born? E 
All my studies show that in the E 
present conditions prevailing in the xd 
country, if.it requires Rs X for the A 
first alternative, then it requires Rs 3 
2X (i.e. twice) for the second 
alternativegcGood economics 
means making efficient choice be- 
tween competing alternatives; 
therefore, touisave resources, the 
government ought at present plan 
to provide for the baby born only. 
However, J must add a number <i 8 
of qualifications to the above re- 4 
volutionary theorem (which is | 
embarrassinglV?similar to the old 


Marxist view) -- 
Firstly, I not advocating that 


more population is a good thing. I 
am merely saying that preventing 
births in the present context of our 
development will require more re- 
sources than ‘providing for it. 
Secondly, the cost ramificatrons 
of the two alternatives may change, 
say 10 years from now. It may : 
indeed become cheaper to prevent ; ff 
a birth than to provide for it. 4 
Thirdly, we still plunk for family 


NOU SEL ERU AREE EO 


For example, continuous childbear- 
ing erodes the freedom of the 
woman. Or, a huge population may 
contribute toenvironmental pollu- 
tion. But then we ought to honestly 
state so. I am for family planning, 
even if it means burning our re- 
sources, to liberate the Indian 
woman. 

Slowly the non-economic argu- 
ments are seeping into the Indian 
consciousness. Therefore India's 
birth rates have come down over 
the last 70 years—from 47 per 
thousand to 35 per thousand. Fami- 
ly planning-walas want that decline 
to be even more. To them I say: . | 
“Your only hope is to bring out the _ 
Durga in every woman." Bu : 
the country afford that? We 
experimented with on 
cently with disastrou 
тске i E 
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‘The haves thrive on the miseries 
of the have-nots 


By RANJIT SAU 


N the eve of the thirty- 
third anniversary of Inde- 
pendence Day, the hon- 
*ble President of India in 
a nationwide broadcast 
said: д 5 
The rising prices and increasing 
disparities, making the rich much 
richer and the poor still poorer, are 
widening the gulf between the few 
haves thriving on the. miseries of 
the have-nots, and the deprived 
masses left with little hope of any 
better life in the foreseeable 
future.This segment of the pres- 
idential speech seems to have three 
parts: first, the gulf between the few 
rich and the many poor is widening; 
second, the haves thrive on the mis- 
eries of the have-nots; and third, there 
is little hope of any, better life for the 
deprived masses in the foreseeable 
future. The second proposition—the 
haves thrive on the miseries of the 
have-nots—is one of the most para- 
doxical iron laws of the economic life 
in India today. 

A rich man’s son hardly remains 
unemployed; a poor man’s son rarely 
finds 4 job. Nothing succeeds like 
success: the winner takes it all, while 
only failure piles upon failure on the 
other side of the line. The prosperity 
of the few is built upon the poverty of 
папу. The poorer you are, the worse 


are your prospects. Such is the vicious 


spiral of Indian economics. 

The record of 30 years of planned 
economic development has a positive 
side: foodgrains production has gone 
up from 50 million tonnes in 1950 to 
some 130 million tonnes in 1980, that 
is, by 160 per cent; national income 
has risen by 175 per cent, and indust- 
rial output by 300 per cent, as against 
an 80 per cent growth in population. 
Our misery cannot therefore be 
ascribed wholly to demographic proc- 
livity. The record has also a negative 
side: the number of people below the 

ену line has increased; the back. 
ag of unemployment has mounted day 
by day to reach the level of 20 million 
persons (in standardised .units) in 
March 1978, and every year another 


getting a meaningful occupation. 
According to the studies conducted by 
the Reserve Bank of India, the pattern 
of ownership distribution of assets 
among rural households has sharply 
deteriorated, while the top ten per 
cent has cornered the gains. The decin- 
nial census and other independent 
surveys indicate a swelling of the 
ranks of impoverished agricultural 
labourers. The common man finds it 


22 


increasingly difficult to make 1 t 

the despair of the cele- Surplus, which means a reduction in 
law the portion of the 
Bet spent on food items 
ultural goods) is rising, 
nd less for industrial 
gh in official statistics 
national income has 


ends meet; to 
brated Engel's 
household bud 
(mainly agric 


the per capita 
nearly doubled. 
the vicious Spiral of 
economics also operates re 
Some areas of the count 
though endowed with enorm 
continue ‘to lag behind 
ad an early start. The 
y, as it were, harbours 
a few metropolitan 
centres that get themselves 
with provisions from *colo- 
erlands. Indeed, all this is not 
8; for this is precisely how the 
t pattern of economic de- 
pment works. A quantum of be- 
ts do trickle down to the hinter- 
gain are cornered by a 
y and the vast masses 
poverty. The history of 
enturies and of many coun- 
rs testimony for it. 

The government d 
the rough ed 
process of 
underdevelopm 


ral resources, 
those which h 
Indian econom 


and, but those a 
tiny minorit 
languish in 


oes try to soften 
Bes of this inexorable 
development-and- 
ent. It offers relief me- 


asures in one form or another, whose 
apparent generosity varies in propor. 
tion with the deepening crisis. But it 
cannot stem the dialectic. _ 

But, why is there this irony of 
economics? Why this cruel joke? Why 
can’t we have a harmonious growth, 
where everybody gains? At any rate, 
how does somebody grow at the ex. 
pense of somebody else? 

For their material existence, hu. 
man beings in a society produce, in 
interaction with nature, a set of goods 
and services every year; „these are 
together called national income. A 
part of the national income is given 
out to workers for their maintenance; 
the remaining part is known as the 
surplus. Now, three parties—namely, 
the landlords, merchants and capital- 
ists—lay their respective claims on 
this surplus; these are the three ruling 
classes who appropriate the surplus. 
Each tries to grab as much as it can. If 
national income is, say, Rs 100 crores, 
and Rs 60 crores. is the subsistence 
requirement of the workers, then the 
surplus is Rs 40 crores which is shared 
by the three ruling classs. Should the | 
merchant jack up his margin to get a © 
bigger slice of the surplus, naturally 
the landlords and Capitalists would 
feel the pinch. So they would ‘also 
jump into the fray with larger claims. 
The conflict can be reconciled inomen- 
tarily by enlarging the size of the 


the workers’ subsistence. This process 
Boes on. 

Over time the national income may 
rise, but the contending ruling classes 
manage to reduce their mutual tension 
by passing on the brunt to the common 
man. In other words, it is.the imman- 
ent urge of the landlords, traders and 
capitalists to grab more,and more, 
which takes the masses to the brink of 
Starvation. A stage may be reached, 
when the capitalist succeeds in estab- 
lishing his class hegemony over the 
landlords and traders; then this acri- 
mony among the ruling classes may 
cease, but that is a different matter. 

In India, the landlords, traders and 
Capitalists are almost equally power- 
ful; so the competition among them is 
Quite intense. Between them it is of 
course a friendly match, because none 
of them has to suffer at the end; they 
enjoy at our expense, The haves thrive 
on the miseries of the have-nots. 

We do not know how the hon’ble 
President looks at it. We have only 
Blven our observations. But certainly 
the President has correctly enunciate 
a fundamental theorem on the Indian 
economy at the present stage. 
hank you, Mr President. 
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walls, doors and windows. 
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Laughter that stays fresh and full 

for years and years. 

"Time and weather can neither wipe, age 
nor fade these smiles and laughter. 
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hen we reached Lucknow | 


on 18 September the sk 
was overcast; the nex 


morning it „was pouring | ofthe 
and soon life was рага. & Singl 

Iysed in Lucknow; even the trains Indi 

Я “were пог leaving the Picturesque | cally 
Bi Lucknow station. To compound the to ge 
\ misery, а wildcat strike by power en. ing | 

E gineers in Kanpur had plunged Most | was 
fs cities and towns of the State into Gand 
4 darkness. The weather office said that youn! 
` @ the sudden deluge was due to a dee Sanja 
| чы depression centring around Allaha. | ү! 
i bad, which was moving northwards Bee 
a accompanied by stormy winds. If any. Bil 
s m one was searching for a better allegory —— work 
t for the political situation in Uttar i fm 

< Pradesh today, it would be hard to find А 


Mat veh advai 
one. The present Chief Minister comes geta 


from Allahabad, and enough stormy mou 


Mor than en eee” А winds have accompanied him in hj ea 
More than a hundred violent and restless days after Vishwanath Pratap Singh E i is on : 


hundred-odd days in power. His only set C 


entered office, Uttar Pradesh is still looking for “the government thal orig.” achievement seems to be that he has) ` team 


dr esa mirare eS, "5 
ج‎ 


|| made Ram Naresh Yadav mo an un- state, 
if suspected hero: people say that even ` most 
i UDAYAN SHARMA reports, Vaday's Janata government, which till the J 
| nC mmm m then perhaps held the record of being cial r 
\ the worst UP had ever had: seems tO | fact 
| have been much better than Vish. | histoi 
ui wanath Pratap Singh's. | tem s 
1 In the middle of Septen:ber, Chief | ness 
um Minister V.P.Singh had taken what | week 
| | seemed to his detractors to Бе a long. | uot | 
|| overdue step: he sent in a letter offer- | Paris 
i ing to resign to the Prime Minister. In ; ee 
| | fact, the Prime Minister must have | NUN 
il come to know of his noble intentions 
| from the agency teleprinter at her ТТЕ 
il house, because Singh had submitted a p 
IE copy of his letter to the Press even | Norm 
il before it reached the PM. But this | cabin 
И Besture paid off handsomely, as the. | educ; 
i| j PM told him to forget about resigna- | educz 
ii tion and continue his work. V. P. Singh | of in 
Upi clearly has a shrewd adviser. By taking tion. 
Ji the initiative and offering his resigna- minis 
Hi tion, he had clearly preempted dissi- | educa 
| dents in his Party who might go tothe | prese 
High Command to demand his resigna- | minis 
ton for the utter failure of govern- Swart 
ment which UP is currently witnes j pecte 
sing. wond 
And it is not just a failure in | rarely 
tackling communal riots, or police } tions, 
atrocities. It was not V. P. Singh but | for th 
Brahm Dutt who singlehandedly tack- lure « 
led the serious situation created by the i comp 
power strike. Cities, already dimly lit, | Me 
went completely dark. Industries меге | police 
closed; bot Passenger and goods | dents 
trains were cancelled on the important | GN 


De between Mughalsarai and Delhi | the a 


via Kanpur and Tundla. While the | o indul 
state was facing a Severe crisis, the | bad l 

ief Minister was in Delhi: (among ПОП; 
other things, asking Rajiv Gandhi to цо 


1 

i 

| amin: 
returned only on 21 | ZA 
; and met a delegation of gids. 
S residence for next EM 
age photographs. But TOR 
what the Newspapers did not report | 
was that for almost two weeks the CM 
had found virtually no time for the | (the о 
accumulating files in his office, and — р voung 
а EDS ‘ed was either in Delhi or spending long | state f 
CU Vi Eran IR Pane Singh and Mrs Сапа | DEB hours with his secretaries at suite $ 
flood-affected areas 99 


x namo euet Y 1agis! 
, number one of the state Buest house at of "Su 
Mira Bai Marg. diesel 
re MEM Despite the official support of 306 


the ov 


which 
бапа! 


Ucknoy | 
the sk 
е next 
Ouring, | of the 421 MLAs in the Assembly, V. P. 
S рага. & Singh, the twelfth Chief Minister of 
trains | India's most populous, and most politi- 
resque | cally sensitive state has not been able 
nd the to get comfortably astride that buck- 
Wer en. ing horse called administration. He 
d most was made CM by the late Sanjay 
е into Gandhi, partly because he was the 
id that younger brother of the father-in-law of 
a dee Sanjay Singh, Sanjay Gandhi's most 
Allaha. î trusted friend in UP politics. Mrs Gan- 
wards | dhi has stood firmly by V. P. Singh so 
If any. far, not encouraging his detractors, 
Певогу and allowing him the opportunity to 
Utta \ work without subversive pressure 
to fi n from his own Party. But despite this 
to kind j advantage, Singh has not been able to 
comes 18 Э Pod 5 5 3 
tor get a grip on his job. To begin with, his 
> IY, ministry is incomplete (this seems to 
in his be a chronic disease with the current 
s only ' set of Congress(I) governments). A 
ле has 7 team of 20, including ministers of 
in un- state, is dismally trying to run the 
even most difficult state in the country. And 
ch till the lack of decisiveness on even cru- 
being cial matters can be gauged from the 
ms to fact that for the first time in the 
Vish- history of the UP Vidhan Sabha, a pro 
tem speaker had to conduct the busi- 
Chief ness of the house for the first two 
what weeks, as the treasury benches could 
long- not decide on a name for the new 
offer- speaker. The upper house, the Vidhan 
er. In Parishad, is even today being presided 
have over by the pro tem chairman B. B. 
tions Singh Chandel. 
. her ae 
Т TP's students have been the banana 
шор f ma Chief Minist 
even peel of many a ief Minister. 
this Normally, there are two ministers of 
th i cabinet rank in the department of 
; te education; one looks after higher 
Igna- ш education, and the other is in charge 
ingh | of intermediate and primary educa- 
king — | tion. In addition there is always a 
iena, minister of state in chargė of technical 
lissi- | education and adult education. In the 
) the | present government, there is only one 
gna- | minister of state for education, Mrs 
егп- | Swaroop Kumari Вахі, and she is ex- 
nes- | pected to handle the full job. No 
wonder Allahabad University, which 
> іп rarely if ever delayed its. examina- 
lice E tions, is yet to hold the examinations 
but ? for the academic year 1978-79. A fai- 
ack- 4 lure of the past government has been 
the 1 compounded by the present one. 
' lit, | ‘Most universities have already seen 
геге police lathi charges this year as stu- 
ods _ | dents express their dissatisfaction 
rant | over administrative. apathy—or use 
elhi | the absence of firm government to 
the - | » indulge themselves. While the Allaha- 
the | bad University has not held examina- 
ong | tions, the Allahabad board which con- 
| tO | trols secondary and intermediate ex- 
| | dS T state has had to 
21 aminations in the state h 
of order a record number of re- 
ext examinarions in 15 subjects. This too is 
г er first. 
put | Ru Ca during President's Rule, 
a which was the de facto rule of Sanjay 
he Gandhi through the two C. P. N. Sings 
d 1 (the older one was the governor; the 
8 vounger one is now the minister for 
ng d - defence in Delhi), the district 
: state for defence in Delhi), the i 
US magistrate and district supply officer 
al of Sultanpur seized 20,000 litres of 
06 diesel from a pump. It turned out that 
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Sanjay Singh, who belongs to the ad- 
joining Amethi district. In the end, the 
two officers found themselves trans- 
ferred. Then, on 24 August, long after 
the new government took over, the 
town of Muzaffarnagar witnessed a 
unique sight. Members of a flying 
squad of the sales tax department 
were handcuffed and paraded through 
the town because they had seized a 
‘few trucks carrying contraband to a 
factory owned by a minister in the V. 
P. Singh government. у 

In yet another display of the arro- 
gance of power, a Congress(I) MLA 
Shyam Lal Bajpai told the government 
on the floor of the Assembly that if 
they. did not transfer the SP of Bara- 
banki, he (the MLA) would personally 
break the SP’s jaws. The officer was 
immediately transferred in order to 
keep his jaws in place. The district- 
magistrate of Ballia is now on leave, 
after he had a quarrel with the well- 
known hijacker-MLA Bhola Pandey. 
He is now’ sitting in Lucknow and 
pleading with the authorities to trans- 


Harish Kapoor 


Sanjay Singh 


E E ОСББ БОЛНЕ И ЕНИ 
fer him out of Ballia as he is afraid to 
stay in the same place as Pandey. 


The Chief Minister has been mak- ^ 


ing a show of honesty arid efficiency 
by personally taking raiding parties to 
ration shops suspected of indulging in 
hoarding, etc. But the irony is that, a 
number of times he has reached the 
suspect's shop only to find the shop- 
keeper waiting for him with garlands! 
Obviously the news. of the raid had 
been leaked out. The CM's efforts to 
curb corruption, in other words, are 
being sabotaged right under his nose. 
In some cases, officials of the govern- 
ment itself are diverting wheat to the 
blackmarket. Seasoned Lucknow- 
watchers admit that there is nothing 
new in financiers having links with 
politicians; C. B. Gupta used to make 
his fundgivers MPs and MLCs, and 
other politicians have obliged their 
moneyed friends in different ways. But 
rarely have things been as bad as this. 

One of the major promises that 
brought the Congress(l) to power in 
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and order. The preceding Banarsi Das 
government was destroyed by ehe 
Narainpur outrage, but Narainpur 
seems comparatively mild compared 
to what has happened in Moradabad, 
Baghpat, Unnao, Banda, Barabanki. 
Even if one cannot expect the centre 
to dismiss the state government on 
these grounds, surely the police have 
given enough reason for V.P.Singh to 
hang his head in shame. The police 
have become a force of “encounters.” 
The state police handouts have admit- 
ted that there have been more than 
400 encounters with “criminals” in the 
past few months. True, there is often __ 
reason for the police to open fire on. _ 
dacoits in the course of arresting them, - 
or preventing dacoity. But such is the | 
loss of credibility (more so, since theft 
and dacoity are not coming down) that . 
people believe that the police are . 
using the cover of the “encounter” to ^ 
kill only those with whom they have . А 
some enmity. Thé CM defended his. 
police force in the Assembly thus: 
“Mere haath khoon se lathpath hain, 
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Dutt 


Brahm 


ar khoonion ke khoon se lathpath 0 
kan (It is true my hands are bloody, — 
but they are bloody with the blood of 
criminals). There can't be many sec- 
tions of the Indian Penal Code which | 
allow. such gory handling of the law 
and order situation. 3 


T an unprecedented case of corrup-, 
tion, one SP(Vigilance) of the UP 
government is said to have demanded 
a bribe from the SP of Barabanki. That - 
itself may not be unusual, but the SP 
of Barabanki had secretly taped the 
entire discussion about the bribe and 
has offered the tapes to the CM: 
One of the- major reasons for thi 
dissatisfaction in the administration is _ 
the large number of transfers that _ 
have been done under politica : 
ure: the bureaucrat or the police 
er has little hope of settling dı 
any place unless he is on th 
of the local Сопргеѕѕ(1) bo 
many transfers took p. 
ident's Rule, е 
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There's festivity in 
the air. Hime once | 
again to live life to | 
its fullest. 

We're here to 

share it with you. 
With a festival of 
fabrics ТО spread 
year-round cheer. 


S M Т w T F S S M T w T F S S M T w T F 


5 


10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 ET 


wot 
9 | 
Dub. T в 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 2 29% 


... The style 
۳ Fabrics is the style 


debate on industry in the last session 
that all that the treasury benches 
seemed to be doing was repeating the 
name of Sanjay Gandhi. Were they 
unaware that Sanjay Gandhi had 
started industrial development prog- 
rammes, for instance the Noida in 
Ghaziabad district near DeJhi, or in 
Amethi? What was the great Sanjay 
sena doing to get these programmes 
implemented? in tact, what is the 
Sanjay sena doing? 


habit. In its first hundred days in 
power, at least 50 district magistrates 
have been shifted. Some of the trans- 
_ fers Have been silly in the extreme. 
— The municipal administrators and the 
DMs of the five most important towns 
in UP, Kanpur, Agra, Varanasi, Allaha- 
bad and the capital, Lucknow, have 
been changed more than once. Allaha- 
bad has seen three senior SPs in the 
past 100 days. The first SSP, Mr Sinha, 
was transferred after a month and a 
half of V. P. Singh becoming CM. His 
successor, Girish Bihari, was allowed 
to remain in Allahabad for just 40 
hours, because of the enmity of one of 
V.P.Singh's secretaries. The present 
incumbent naturally keeps his fingers 
crossed. V. P. Singh, a namesake of the 
CM in Agra, had shown excellent work 
in Agra as SSP, averting many com- 
munal clashes by firm handling, but he 
was brought back from Agra (which is 
a sensitive city) soon after the Morada- 
bad incidents and sent to the state CID 
headquarters at Lucknow; now, he has 
been sent because of his competence 
to Aligarh. In the last two months, 
Moradabad has had three DMs. 
A large number of harijans have 
— been appointed DMs; which is a very 
- good thing of course: there are 18 
today, which is a record. But too many 
harijans given such an important 
charge are being transferred within a 
fortnight. This is leading to the im- 
pression that harijans are not good 
administrators. 
Lokpati Tripathi, health minister 
and son of Kamalapati Tripathi, is 
-sarcastically called the minister for 
transfers as the maximum number of 
- transfers have taken place in his de- 
_ partment. The matter has become so 
— serious, and the level of sifarish so 
irresponsible, that the Prime Minister 
herself has issued instructions that no 
transfer should be done or stopped at 
the recommendation of ruling Party 
MLAs. But the impact of her instruc- 
ons has not yet seeped down. 
uriously, while so many transfers 
ye taken place, the one transfer for 
lich 40,000 people went to jail in 
stern UP (making this the largest 
yagraha after independence in that 
_ region) did not take place: the transfer 
of the police from Baghpat. 
1 When the question of development 
comes up, all that the state govern- 
ent is doing is repeating past prom- 
es made by the Ram Naresh Yadav 
id Banarsi Das government, 
which they made but could 
пріетепг. The Yadav govern- 
had promised that they would set 
mini-cement plants; the Singh 
ent, without worrying about 
ed 15 repeating that. Similarly, 
the ; ise of four thermal power 
plan Azamgarh, Jhansi, Gonda 
and Dehra Dun was made by the 
! government, and the present 
ernment is talking about it as if 
wave had just come to them. 
though everyone is shouting ab. ' 
iese projects from the rooftops, - 
udgetary provision has been made 
their implementation. ЗЭ" 
One opposition MLA shouted іп ;he 


heir leader is Sanjay Singh, son of 

the raja of Amethi. He still lives in 
feudal glory. Every morning a horse 
comes from the police lines to his 
doorstep at the spacious 19 Vikrama- 
ditya Marg and the Youth Congress(1) 
president then goes out riding, fol- 
lowed by a policeman on horseback for 
his protection. On the way, he might 
stop to give a crony an instruction or 
two. On 19 September, for instance, he 


Poor 


he 20-member UP Ministry 
under Vishwanath Pratap Singh 
can be faulted on two counts: it is. 
unrepresentative of the whole state 
and has performed badly. Only 
seven of the state’s 12 divisions, 
including the Chief Minister’s 
home division, Allahabad, are rep- 
resented in the Ministry. Allahabad 
has the largest representation of six 
ministers, followed by four each 
from Lucknow and Meerut divi- 
sions, two each from Bareilly and 
:Garhwal divisions and one each 
from Gorakhpur and Varanasi divi- 
sions. Agra, Faizabad, Jhansi, Ku- 
maon and the newly formed Mora- 
dabad division are unrepresented. 
The situation is ironic for Agra, 
which handsomely returned all 
Congress(I) candidates in the last 
Assembly poll. Even the group of 
MLAs from a particular division is 
not entirely representative: three 
of the six ministers from Allahabad 
division, the CM V. P. Singh, Jag- 
dish Prasad and Amin Ansari, are 
from the Allahabad district. 

On the floor of the legislature, 
‘the performance of only four minis- 
ters Brahm Dutt (Finance, Planning 
and Power), Lokpati Tripathi 
(Health), Ammar Rizvi (Parliamen- 
tary Affairs) and Balram Singh 
Yadav—has been noteworthy. 


UTTAR PRADESH 
294,413 sq kms | 

Population: 6,83,41,144 
| Density: 300 per sq km 
‚ Sex Ratio: 879 females per 1000 males 
| Uteracy: . 21.70 per cent 
Districts: 56 
Tehsils: ; 237 
Towns: Ў 325 
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rode into the state government colony 
on Park Road and his horse stopped | 
outside flat number ЕЗ. The policeman = 
was sent in to awaken Azad Kumar x 
Kardam, the Youth Congress(I) leader. k 
and MLA from Agra. Kardám came out | 
and spoke to Sanjay Singh, who was x | 
still seated оп his horse; Singh gave | 
him his instructions and rode off. | 
In Lucknow they refer to the 100 | 
days of the V. P. Singh government as 
“Sau din sasur ke (100 days of the 
father-law)" this is a takeoff on 
popular Hindi film currently showing, 
Sau Din Saas ke (100 days of the 
mother-in-law). Sanjay Singh is the 
son-in-law of V. P. Singh's elder 
brother. The Youth Congress boys 
have indeed enjoyed more that their 
share of power. They entered Lucknow 
after winning their seats with a literal 
bang. A number of them simply 
walked into government houses which 
they fancied, threw the occupants’ 
belongings eut, and took possession. 
Sanjay Singh himself took a spacious 
bungalow at Vidhan Sabha Marg гла 
only vacated it after a public hue and 
cry; he has now shifted to a less 
spacious but still big (for a first-term 
MLA, that is; houses are allotted by 
hirearchy and seniority) house. Many 
MLAs have also acquired government 
houses in their hometowns—which has 
more than its obvious temporary be- 
nefits, because tenancy laws in UP are 
liberal enough for some of the MLAs 
to retain possession after their terms | 
are over. Апа these young MLAs have H 
been in the forefront of using their — | 
influence to get officers transferred... | 
But their contribution to the gov- | 
ernment on the floor of the Assembly T 
has been negligible. Initially, in the i 
euphoria of victory, their lung-power { 
was highly audible, but eventually | 
even here they could not match the El 
young opposition MLAs who have re: ij 
turned for their second terms. It is z 
common knowledge that a number of E 
people given the Congress(l) ticket 4 
1 

| 
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had a criminal past. One Congress(1) 
MLA from Bailià, Bhaskar Pandey, 
still has a “history,sheet” on the files 
of the local police. He has applied for a 
licence for 30 carbines, but the local 
police have objected to such a licence 
for such a large number of arms being 
given to a person with a known crimin- 
al record. Pandey’s patronage, 
Strangely enough, comes from Jagdish 
Tytler. Following the'refusal to give a 
licence, the deputy SP of Ballia was 
transferred out. ; a 
Few Chief’ Ministers of UP have 
lasted very long, for the simple reason E 
that the most populous state of the E. 
country also has the most number of 
problems. And an articulate, political- 
ly involved population. The communal 
problem is perhaps the most serious, 
but, as we have seen, that is not the 
only one that a UP Chief Minister has 
to face. Vishwanath Pratap Singh is 
only the last, and among the weakest 
leaders UP has had. By November he 
must win an Assembly seat to remain 
CM. Enough people within his own 
Party think that will be a difficult 
achievement. 
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Jt is being said that you 

rely more on the 

bureaucracy than the 

politicians belonging to 

your Party. Any com- 
ments? 


A: Perhaps few Chief Ministers 
have shaken up the bureaucracy as I 
have done in the past three months. 
There is perhaps no pride (in me) in 
saying that I have taken action against 
about a thousand officers in the last 
three months. I would not have men- 
tioned this if you had not put the 
question. The number of suspensions 
and vigilance action too have been 
large. Even in the police, within two 
months 18 sub-inspectors, 16 head con- 
stables and 98 constables were sus- 
pended and action has been initiated 
against more than 900 policemen. 
Some people have the habit of insult- 
ing officers in front of a hundred 
people and the impression goes 
around that a particular CM is very 
tough on the bureaucracy. But I, am 
different. This (the bureaucracy) is the 
instrument you have to take the help 
of to run the administration. If a 
bureaucrat is wrong then punish him. 
have not spared anybody. For inst- 
ance, when I detected bungling in 
sugar in Lucknow I not only put the 
guilty person behind bars under the P. 
D. Act but also suspended the area 
rationing officer and the inspector. It 
is not my job to go on inspections but if 
I have gone on an inspection and some: 
hanky panky is detected then the 
person in-charge has to be held re- 
sponsible for it. There are officers also 
who have cooperated a lot in the last 
three months in tackling the adfninis- 
trative challenges. For instance, after 
the Emergency examinations were 
never held properly in this state. Now 
the examinations have taken place 
smoothly. Of course, I had to take a 
very stern attitude and post the police 
and the PAC outside examination cen- 
tres and also order searches of ex- 
aminees to ensure that no non-student 
entered the exam halls. 

О: We understand that the number 
of re-examinations ordered by the 
Allahabad Board this year has been 


` rather high, in some 15 subjects or so. 


A: No, re-examination was ordered 
in one subject only and that may be 
due to some previous decision—a deci- 
sion taken in March or so. Secondly, 
floods were another major administra- 
tive challenge which we have faced 
and even the central board which 
came to study the floods has praised 
our alertness and our arrangements. 
When I ‘was in the opposition and 
worked in the flood-affected areas, I 
realised what kind of bottlenecks 
arise. Soon after taking over, I ordered 
the disposal of relief funds with the 
district authorities and Rs 10 lakhs per 
district was vested in district magis- 
trates so that they did not have to run 
to Lucknow for-help in an emergency 
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After several days of trying, Udayan 
Sharma and Shubhabrata Bhat- 
tacharya finally caught up with the 
hardpressed Chief Minister of Uttar 
Pradesh, Mr V. P. Singh, at 10 pm on 
22 September in the state guest house 
in Lucknow. The city looked embat- 
tled and isolated with power and com- 
munications disrupted by floods and 
industrial unrest. The CM defended 
his record and his government con- 
fidently on a wide range of issues. 
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CM Vishwanath Pratap Singh 


and relief could be distributed smooth- 
ly. They came to Lucknow only when 
these funds were finished and another 
sanction was given. By now some of 
the districts have distributed up to Rs 
80 lakhs as relief. While we have 
punished some officers it has to be 
admitted that by and large the officers 


‘are doing well and you cannot just run 


them down. , 
` О: How do you view the law and 
order situation in your state? 

A: Our data says that there has 
been a 14 per cent drop in the crime 
rate since we have come to power. You 
may say that this is government data. 
In that case take the data of the press: 
one and a half months back the press 
used to have so many items on rape in 
UP. Today you do not find them. So 
you must give us credit for stopping 
the rapes. No newspaper is publishing 
even one line saying that this govern- 
ment has succeeded in stopping rapes. 
I suggest you do some research. Leave 
out the Moradabad and other commun- 
al incidents. Pick up any newspaper of 
last year and scrutinise the number of 
crime reports in one month and then 
pick up one month's papers during our 
rule and check up on the crime figure. 
You will find a decline of 50 per cent. 
Last year there were so many cases of 


necklace snatching, of couples going: 


on rickshaws being robbed, of 
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“Our IGP is doing a very good job" 


- Soon after I took over I said that for 
'responsible. Then certainly I should 


‘the radio soon after the (Moradabad) 


dacoities. This year there are yery few - 
such cases. Of course, in a big state 
like UP there will always be some 
incidents but by and largé things have 
improved. x. 
Q: What concrete steps are you 
contemplating to tackle the explosive | 
communal situation in your state and | 
to restore the confidence of the minor- "E 
ities which has been shaken after е |. 
Moradabad incidents? zs 
A: The flare-up in Moradabad was 
of course very sad but thereafter in 
almost every town there was an 
atsempt (to create disturbances) and 
the pattern was almost. the same: 
somewhere in some mosque a piece of 
pork meat would appear in the’ morn- 
ing. Somebody would have placed it in 
the night and in the morning there 
would be a (tense) situation. The his- 
tory of UP indicates that whenever 
there was trouble in Meerut, there was 
trouble in Agra but this time whenever 
there was trouble it was (locally) con- 
tained within a few days. The district 
authorities, and in some instances the 
minorities, for instance in Lucknow, 
were a big help, they held meetings 
and issued statements to maintain 
peace here. By governmental action— 
through the police or the army—I can 
only bind hands, not hearts. I know ће 
limitations of government action in 
such matters and finally a binding of 
hearts has to come on the human 
plane. 
Q: Why did you offer to resign? 
À: One journalist had asked me 
that question after I resigned and I 
said that it was a continuation of the 
cabinet concept which I had initiated. 


anything that went wrong in a district — 
the DM and the SP will be held . 


own responsibility if something goes 
wrong with the province. Even over 


incidents had happened, I had owned 
up moral responsibility for the inci- 
dents. In the Assembly when’ I stood -~ 
up to speak on the subject, the first 
sentence I said was that I have not 
come to give explanations but to seek 
punishment. М 

О: There are too many complaints _ 
about the PAC. What steps are you - 
[ащ to improve this force? Also why 
is it that whenever there are commun- 
al riots the confidence of the minor- 
ities is restored only after the PAC has 
been removed and the army or the 
BSF has been. deployed? 

A: Well, talking in very clear terms, _ 
the PAC is the only striking force that . 
the state government has with it. Buti _ 
would not like to blame the whole РА! 
as such or condemn it, because polic- - 
ing is a thankless job. A policema 
job is not simple, like that of the b 
development officer. So I would 
condemn the whole PAC. But cer! 
I would say that the 
better trained. What has 
that till the Cong 
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1977 deployment the of PAC deploy- 
ment units.was about 40 per cent of 
the total force, that is while 40 per 
cent of the force used to be deployed 
(in active duty) the rest used to be 
rested or put through training. During 
the three years of Janata rule, the 
development of the PAC went up to 80 
to 90 per cent as there was more 
trouble and the time needed for train- 
ing was not available. Moreayer, the 
units were overworked. 

Q: But the PAC has been a source of 
trouble for the UP government even 
before the Janata regime. Take the 
fate of Kamalapati Tripathi in 1973, 
for instance. 


A: It was, but it had also done fine 
work earlier. I know officers of the 
minority community who have served 
with the PAC and they are proud of 
the units. In the past the PAC was sent 
to Maharashtra to maintain law and 
order. And it had a very good reputa- 
tion. It is a basic question of training 
the units properly. After all, the army- 
men, the BSF jawans, the PAC person- 
nel and policemen—all are drawn 
from the same population. It is the 
same village or the same town that 
gives the men for these forces. 


Q: It is being said that there was 
involvement of foreign money and 
'arms in the recent communal disturb- 
ances in your state. What proof of 
foreign involvement do you have? 
Moreover, what information do you 
have about the arrest of a Pakistani 
spy in Agra? 

A: You have seen my statements. I 
have hardly made any on this (foreign 
involvement). I have myself ordered a 
judicial enquiry into the causes and 
the sequence of the events in Morada- 
bad. Therefore any comment from my 
side would not be fair. Moreover, facts 
at the moment have become associ- 
ated with theories so it will be better 
for me not to comment. But at the 


Q: What about the Agra spy? 

A: A Pakistani national has been 
arrested in Agra. He is a foreign 
national overstaying and that is aH. 

Q: Theré have been many killings 
due to police encounters in the last 
few months. What does your govern- 
ment have to say about this sudden 
spurt in the number of police encoun- 
ters? 

A: Immediately after assuming 
power we had decided on a dacoit- 
combing operation and, frankly speak- 
ing, the operation was enforced vigor- 
ously. The effectiveness of it I could 
judge from the comments made by the 
Chief Ministers of neighbouring 
states, Rajasthan and Madhya 
Pradesh. Jagannath Pahadia and Ar- 
jun Singh spoke to me separately but 
their comments were the same. They 
both told me that the dacoits of UP 
were running away to their states. I 
told both of them that all my actions 
will be of no use unless you take 
simultaneous action on their side of 
the border as well. As a result the IGPs 
of the three states met about a month 
back to coordinate their anti-dacoity 
actions. I need no more proof that our 
IGP is doing a very good job. 

Q: While appreciating the role of 
your police in apprehending and weed- 
ing out dacoits, one must say that in 
the process an incident like the one a£ 
Baghpat also happened. Should you 
not issue clear guidelines to the police 
that having apprehended someone on 
the charge of being a dacoit, they 
should let the law take its own course? 

A: That (instruction) we have 
already issued. But even on the Bagh- 


pat incident the opposition has not . 
said that the deceased were not: 


dacoits. I can show you the letters 
written by Charan Singh and Ram 
Naresh Yadav in which they have said, 
maybe they were bad characters. Even 
the opposition has not said that they 
were not criminals. None of them 


blic Domain. 
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But again there is a judicial enquiry on 
it and therefore except for saying that 
there is a criminal record for each of 
the three (deceased) I am not saying 


anything. But while Saying that the | 


police force has to be firm and effec- 
tive, I certainly agree with you that it 
should not be brutal. 

Q: The proximity of UP to Delhi 
makes it easier for central leaders to 
come here. I find that the union home 
minister Giani Zail Singh rushes to UP 
very often. He went to Baghpat with a 
parliamentary delegation, he rushed 
to Moradabad on 14 August. Did he 
inform the state government about his 
intention to visit those trouble spots? 

A: Yes. he perscnai!y spoke to me. 


There is no such clash between the — 


state and the centre. After all the law 
and order situation and the integrity 
of the country are a unified concept. 

Q: But law and order is a state 
subject. It is your prerogative. If the 
union home minister comes so often to 
your state does it not create confu- 
sion? 

A: I think I do not suffer from such 
ego problems, so that when I have 
asked the centre to send me the army 
and the CRP, to the home minister I 
sheuld say, “You do not come!” 
(laughs) You see the fallacy of the 
situation. Why will I not ask for his 
help and also guidance on the matter? 

Q:, Somebody told us in Lucknow 
that Giani Zail Singh does not inform 
you before he moves into your state. 

A: No, every time he informs me. It 
is a different matter that his helicop- 


.ter is faster and we could not reach 


Moradabad before him. But when I 
have asked for central forces what is 
wrong if he comes? 

Q: A last question. You were in 
Delhi recently where you tried to 
persuade Rajiv Gandhi to enter poli- 
tics when you met him with a delega- 
tion of your PCC (I) and AICC (I) 
office-bearers dealing with UP. Do you 
‘think that the state of your Party 
organisation is such that you should’ 
need an outsider like Rajiv Gandhi to 
lead it? Moreover Sanjay Gandhi had 
been a product of a political moye- 
ment launched by your Party during 
‘the 33 months of Janata rule. What 


role did Rajiv Gandhi play in that | 


movement? . 

A: I have met Rajiv earlier also and 
requested that he should consider en- 
tering politics and in case he does so 


he should consider contesting from - 


UP. But during this particular visit I 
could not meet Rajiv because he was 
on his regular flights. So we met 


Indiraji and I presented to her the - 


signatures of all the MLAs of UP 
(asking Rajiv Gandhi to join politics 

Now, about Rajiv being an outsider in 
politics, how can he be an outsider 
when the whole Party wants him? Н 
is an insider, and very much more 
an insider than anybody else. Ask a 
common Congressman and have | 

ferendum on the issue. You 1 

that 100 per cent will s: 
want Rajiv.’ If that 
not an outsider. 
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"This isa sasur-damaad  : 


Q How is this government worse 
than yours? 

À: The Janata Party was composed 
of ghataks (factions), so if there were 
differences it was understandable. But 
the Congress(I) is a Party of ghulams— 
of people loyal to one leader, so why 
should there be lack of coordination? 
Take, for example, the divergent state- 
ments of ministers and other politi- 
cians connected with the government. 
Despite the well-known policy of Mrs 
Indira Gandhi on the states, the sugar 
and revenue minister of UP Yashpal 
Singh has demanded the division of 
the state into three parts. Both the CM 
and the finance minister of the state 
opposed the abolition of sales tax at 
the CMs' conference in Delhi on 16 
and 17 September; but simultaneously 
UP's health minister Lokpati Tripathi 
announced in Varanasi that the state 
Bovernment had been considering for 
the past month and a half abolition of 
sales tax and its replacement by some 
sort of a production tax. Who should 
we believe? The CM has been 
announcing from the rooftops that his 
government has already received the 
money from the centre to set up four 
big fertiliser plants, but his industry 
minister told the Assembly on 15 
September that he only hoped he got 
the money. Who should: we believe? 

It is a pity that before the Assembly 
elections this Party was speaking the 
language of the Muslim League, and 
now it is speaking the language-of the 
RSS. Before the polls, Mrs Gandhi said 
that the minorities should, not be 
crushed; now, when they are being 
crushed, she is saying that. the minor- 
ities should not get emotional. At the 
Darul-uloom in Deoband, before the 
elections, Mrs Gandhi had welcomed 
foreign funds for the Islamic universi- 
ty at Moradabad; today her home 
minister Zail Singh and CM Vish- 
wanath Pratap Singh are saying that 
foreign funds are the root cause of the 
Moradabad incidents. What should we 
believe? 

Speaking at the Rakshabandhan 


ceremony at Nagpur, RSS chief Bala- 


saheb Deoras said that the Provincial 
Armed Constabulary (PAC) in: UP 
should not be demoralised. In the UP 
Assembly during a debate, Congress(I) 
youth leader Sanjay Singh and par- 
liamentary minister Ammar Rizvi too 
pleaded with the government that the 
PAC should not be demoralised. Four 
days after they had pleaded in this 
fashion, the PAC again had to be 
removed from riot-torn Aligarh and 
the army and BSF had to be called in. 
If the PAC really is a secular and 
efficient force then why does the state 
government have to remove it from 
riot-hit areas? Worse, nobody in the 
Congress(I) can raise his voice. The 
ruling Party MLA of Moradabad Hafiz 


Mohammad Siddiqué&@aQ. HurilialiedDomain. 


The sasur Is the CM; the damaad is 
Sanjay Singh, president of the state 
Youth Congress(I). The most vocifer- 
ous critic of Vishwanath Pratap Singh 
today is Mohan Singh, the young Lok 
Dal MLA who was the minister of state 
for industry in the Banarsi Das govern- 
ment. An original socialist, Mohan 
Singh has one singularly unique 
achievement: he, in a sense, caused 
the dismissal of his own government. It 
was Mohan Singh who first broke the 
story of the Narainpur outrage, and 
the centre used this as a handle to 
dismiss the Banarsi Das government. 
SHUBHABRATA BHATTACHARYA 
interviewed him in Lucknow. 
SE d 
by the local authorities, but no one in 
Lucknow thought of pulling up the 
administration for doing this. 

Q:You have alleged that the new 
government has no programme. How 
do you substantiate your charge? 

A: We had initiated two main 
schemes: antyodaya and food-for- 
work. The first has been scrapped, and 
the government does not have enough 
foodgrains to implement the second. 
The government has failed this year to 
build up a buffer stock of -wheat be- 
cause the procurement price was low- 
er than the market rate. The govern- 
ment has admitted in the Assembly 
that this year’s procurement is ten 
lakh metric tonnes less than last 
year’s. Moreover, 50 per cent of the 
state’s revenue comes from the agri- 
cultural sector. The CM has claimed 
that as the rains this year have been 
good, the crop too would be good. But 
in. many parts the rains have been 
excessive, causing floods. Moreover, 
four districts in western UP are facing 
a shortage of water: Moradabad, Ba- 
daun, Muzaffarnagar and Rampur. On 

he other hand, floods have-ravaged 


ا 


Protest march against the rape at Baghpat 
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government" 


the central and eastern districts. Ferti- 
liser prices have gone up by 38 per 
cent. The supply of power to the 
agricultural sector is poor. The kharif 
and the sugarcane crops have done 
podrly. So. where is the cause for 
optimism? The coming year will be full 
of hardships. : 
And while the resources of the state 
have been dwindling, the administra- 
tive costs have been shooting up. The 
common man's tax-paying capacity has 
declined, and there is no new avenue 
for collection of additional tax. Our 
government had taken stiff measures 
to curb tax evasion and blackmarket- 
ing. We had handcuffed the offenders. 
But today, the sales tax authorities are 
themselves being handcuffed and pa- 
raded on the streets! Three officers of 
the sales tax flying squad were going 
on their normal beat on 24 August at 
Muzaffarnagar. They caught three 
truckloads of contraband which be- 
longed to a mini steel factory, Rain- 
bow Steel, which is owned by Vidya 
Bhushan, the minister for forests. In- 
stead of being rewarded, the sales tax 
officers were handcuffed and paraded 
on the streets! The maximum sales tax 
revenue comes from the western dis- 
tricts of UP, and after this incident, no 
officer is willing to stick his neck out 
in this area—and the state's coffers 
are being denied legitimate funds. 
his government 15 гип by a coter- 
le; it is a sasur-damaad (father-in-law- 
son-in-law) government. Sanjay Singh, 
the president of the state Youth Con- 
gress(I) is married to the daughter-of 
V.P.Singh's elder brother. Sanjay 
Singh's father Dhananjay Singh, the 
former raja of Amethi, is the president 


of the UP Kshatriya Mahasabha. Un- _ 


fortunately even the rajputwad of this 
coterie benefits only the rich rajputs, 
and does not percolate down to the 
common rajput who tills the land. 
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- Calcutta: Three years of power, and 
what is the result? To find out, the 
members of the CPI(M) state commit- 
tee in West Bengal held a closed-door, 
four day session in September. Discus- 
sion was frank, and a secret document 
made available to us through our 
sources confirms that a strong section 
of the local leadership was not in a 
very happy mood. | 
Some leaders maintained that the 
| Party had gained tremendously: ex- 
_ panding its base, strengthening its 
mass organisations, and even making 
inroads into the state machinery—the 
| police, for instance. But many others 
меге not so optimistic. They thought 
the CPI(M) today had become like 
addiwala—its bodyweight might be 
obese 100 kilograms, but its 
strength was.nil: the Party had lost its 
fighting spirit, and that might be 
suicidal. These leaders alleged that 
the Party today was full of opportun- 
ists (the inimitable Bengali word dhan- 
dabaaj was used), and even some 
senior cadres had become more in- 
terested in favours from the govern- 
ment than the cause of the oppressed, 
It was such degeneration, they pointed 
out, which had led to the Congress 
Party’s downfall. A Marxist Party like 
` the CPI(M), they alleged, had become 
a victim of the bourgeois parliamen- 
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CPI(M): Bodyweight, 
100kgs; strength, 0? 


Marxists look into the mirror and are not happy 
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tary system—and even suggested that 
the Party leave the government to 
restore its credibility and stop the rot. 

However, the majority in the com- 
mittee supported the leadership of 
both the Party and the government. 
The leadership admitted some weak- 
nesses, and promised to rectify them, 
but asserted that continuance in the 
government would still help the Party 
to create a revolutionary situation in 
eastern India. ; 

The organisation report submitted 
by the‘ state secretariat to the state 


committee members shows that the 


CPI(M) has reasons to be happy with 
its performance on a few crucial 
fronts. The total membership of the 
Party now stands at 67,043 (of which 


16,868 are candidate-members). But. 


the report admitted that a large num- 
ber of the older workers had not 
renewed their membership, though пс. 
specific figure of how many such cases 
there were was given. According to the 
report, "nearly 40 per cent of the 
membership" is new and *they have 
joined the Party since 1977": that is, 
after the Party came to power. 

The most spectacular growth (and 
commendable too, in Marxist terms) 
has been among the farmers. (See box 
for these and other specific figures.) 
Its second most successful effort has 
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- cadres at the district, local and branch 


. Party education. Branch 


RA E huck ow: 


ong women, though the pre. 

О ЕЕ nember Mp is still way short of j 
the Party target of 7.25 lakhs. Among | 
trade unions too, the Party has grown | 
аве E hand, there has been a | 
sharp decline on the student and youth 
fronts. The Students Federation of 
India has lost in about 70- per cent of 
the college union elections in both 
urban and rural areas to the Chhatra 
Parishad of the Congress (I). The SFPs 
membership has also gone down to E 
nearly half in the last three years. i 
Even among the poor, the SFI has 
been losing ground at a rapid rate. In 
Calcutta, which is dominated by the 
middle and the lower Шш п the 
's strength has come down from 
17196 members in 1978 to 9,247 today. 
In 24-Parganas, the industrial and agri- 
cultural district which surrounds Cal. 
cutta, membership has come down 
from 51,004 to 16,500. In 1979, the | 
CPI(M)’s youth wing, the Democratic | 
Youth Federation (DYF) had a mem- | 
bership of 510,184; today it is 
220,788— despite the fact that the Par- 
ty's target for 1980 was 7.5 lakhs. | 
`. The secretariat posed,some vital j 
questions in its organisational report. | 
We quote: *We must not forget for a 
moment that the reactionary forces 
are not sitting idle. Authoritarian 
forces are active. Disruption is being 
sought to be created by vested in- 
terests against our Party and the Left 
Front government. A communist, Party 
must continuously prepare itself to 
meet their offensive. Have we been 
able to change the correlation of class 
forces as we wanted? With the present 
opportunities and possibilities we can 
quickly expand and consolidate the | 
Party, but have we been able to do it? | 
These questions have to be dealt with | 
| 


seriously." ) 

Some members of the state commit- 
tee said that the Secretariat should | 
have been more explicit in admitting 
mistakes. They demanded that the j 
degeneration of Party cadres should 1 
be accepted as a fact, and erring 
members should be severely warned. 
The Party leaders explained that fears 
of a bad Press prevented them from 
taking stern action against cadres. 

, But &ven this restrained organisa- 
tional report admits: *The functioning 
in the district and local centres of the 
Party is not up to expectation. Party 
circulars are not properly attended to, 
and all district committees do not 
reply to thém. Most of the leading 


level are bogged down by too many 
Jobs, and others are entrusted with 
administrative functions. District com: 
mittee members and MLAs are given 
jobs in too many committees. Local 
leaders are bogged down with pan- 
chayat and municipal activities. Hence 
the work of the Party organisation 15 
being neglected at all levels. This is à 
serious weakness, ; 
“Nearly 40 per cent of the mem: 
bership consists of newcomers who 
have joined the Party after 1977. They. 
have not been given even elemen 
cret 
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Members 

PARTY 

KISHAN SABHA 
MAHILA SAMITI 

TRADE UNION (CITU) 
STUDENTS’ FRONT (SFI) 
YOUTH FRONT (DYF) 


28,45,709 
236,151 


146,669 
-510,184 
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West Bengal CPI(M): At a glance 
1979 
57,956 _ 


1980 
67.043 
31,82,965 
348,346 


620,107  * : NA’ 


72,070 
220,788 


Source: Report of the CPI(M) secretariat presented to the state committee on 20 August 1980. 


are not trained, and for an expanding 
organisation this is a must. A plenum 


'resolution stated that oral propagan- 


da, and speeches in general body 
meetings should play a big role in 


. educating the branch members and 


secretaries. But this is not always done 
nowadays. Thus the political level of 
the Party cadres cannot be raised .to 
the extent that they can cope with the 
present complicated situation. — 
*Due to the lack of politicisation of 
the Party and the masses, the rate of 
growth of our Party and mass influ- 
ence has not increased up to expecta- 
tions. Though the recent panchayat 
by-elections are not criteria for judg- 
ing our strength and influence, we still 
have to think seriously over it. In the 
last parliamentary elections also we 


. have seen that the increase of the 


Congress vote is greater than the in- 
crease of our vote in industrial, city, as 


. well as some rural areas. 


*The failure to instil the spirit of 
collective functioning among the lead- 
ing cadres at all levels has been the 
root cause of personalised functioning 
of panchayat pradhans, panchayat 
samitis and the zilla parishad sabhapa- 
tis. In many areas the people have not 
been involved'in panchayat work de- 
spite repeated directions to this effect 
from above...There is no doubt about 
our big achievements in governmental 
and panchayat activities—but at the 
same time we should realise that some 
of our comrades fall рге Соф етир 
tic tendencies, corrupt practices an 


other bourgeoisie vices when they 
function in the present administrative 
and panchayat apparatus...There are 
instances of breach of Party discipline. 
But this is not a general feature of our 
Party life; these are all exceptions, 
due to the lack of understanding of 
political significance of maintaining 
Party norms and discipline. New re- 
cruits have not been trained in the 
elementary rules of the Party. 
“Above all, the basic weakness lies 
in the fact that there is inadequate 
realisation in the Party, especially 
among the leading cadres in the dis- 
tricts, about the special responsibility 
on our Party, which is running the 
state government. A Party running a 
government should have-new tactics 
and methods to solve the people's 
problems and tackle the issues. How to 
behave with the people—all this has to 
be learnt anew, keeping in mind that 
we are running the government." 
Will the CPI(M) in West Bengal be. 
able to rectify these mistakes, which, 
as this story shows, it is already aware 
of? Meanwhile, it is faced with a 
problem about which no one is talking 
very much, but which can affect the 
Party seriously. The strong man of the 
Party, Promode Dasgupta, is 70 years 
old and in bad health; Chief Minister 
Jyoti Basu is 67 and suffers from high - 
blood pressure. There is no one else at 
the moment who can provide the 
‘strong and disciplined leadership 
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BY-ELECTIONS 


Congress(l) d 
goes on trial 


Delhi: The Congress(l) will face its 
first major popularity test after the 
May-June Assembly elections, in what 
will virtually be a mini general elec- 
tion around November-December. The . 
Election Commission has announced "m. 
its plans to hold several by-elections b: 
around that time. As many as four 
Congress(I) Chief Ministers are not | 
MLAs, which they must become to c 
remain CMs. They are Abdul Rehman s 
Antulay (Maharashtra), Jagannath 
Pahadia (Rajasthan), Janaki Ballabh 
Patnaik (Orissa) and Vishwanath Pra- 
tap Singh (Uttar Pradesh). 

Altogether 19 Lok Sabha seats, 36 
Vidhan Sabha seats, spread over 12 
states, and one Rajya Sabha seat are 
vacant. Besides, the Metropolitan 
Council and the Municipal Corpora- 
tion of Delhi, which were dissolved 
„after the Congress(l) came to power, ^ 
are yet to have their elections. The 3 
total number of by-elections, due to be 
held, including those to the Legislative 
‘Councils of some states, is at present 
204. Strangely, the Representation of if: 
the People Act, the law which governs J: 
the elections, is silent on the time-limit 2 
within which a by-election must be 5 
held after a seat falls vacant. This i 
naturally provides any ruling Party od 
the opportunity to keep on postponin 
the elections till such time as is politi- 
cally suitable for it. 

Of the 19 vacancies in the Lok M а 
Sabha, five are from UP: three have ; : 
been caused by deaths (Sanjay Gandhi 
from Amethi, Aziz Imam from Mirza- 
pur and Mifiryar Khan from Bareilly); 
two are due to resignations (Vish- 
wanath Pratap Singh from Allahabad ds ^ 
and Hemvati Nandan Bahuguna from A. > 
Tehri Garhwal); and the Serampore | 
seat in West Bengal became vacant e 
with the death of Mr Dinen Bhat- © (d 
tacharya of the CPI(M). Twelve seats | 
are vacant from. Assam along with a 
'single seat from Meghalaya (elections 
will not be held here: till the agitation 
is resolved). The vacancy in the Rajya 
Sabha ‘occurred when Delhi's Khur- 
shid Alam Khan retired and could net 
be replaced since there is no Metropo- 
litan Council in the capital which 
forms the electoral college for this 
seat. 

Interestingly, only one of the five 
MPs who became Chief Ministers has 
resigned his seat. Normally, a member 
vacates his seat in the Lok Sabha only 
after he.has won the by-election in the : 
Vidhan Sabha. It is believed that Vish. 
wanath Pratap Singh vacated the 
habad seat because a section of. 
Congress(l) leadership wants Raji 
Gandhi to enter Parliament from ‘the 
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Allahabad constituenc 
Of the 36 vacant Vid! 
seats, six are fro 


of place as avid rugger addicts rubbed 
shoulders with hundreds of curious | 

uninvited spectators who watched the Û 
proceedings and were thrilled 
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the vouth Congress(l) leader, 
опаа! Khurana. who is on the manag- 
ing board of the super-bazars. 

The ruling party expects the econo- 
mic situation to improve rapidly by 
November with a record kharif crop in 
October and acting as a damper on 
prices. By then the communal tensions 


in UP will. hopefully, also have sub- 


sided. But will memories continue to 
remain as short as they have been in 
the past? 

Shubhabrata Bhattacharya 


For Rugby addicts 


Calcutta: Rugby isa game played 


apart. the 55-year-old tournament 
in Calcutta and 
Bombay) was conducted this vear 


men led by CCFC vice-president R. A. 
W. Thomas and S. M. Osman à 
— For Calcuttans, the dying embers 


of interest in the game were rekin- 


led once again as 12 teams of rugged 
men “scrummaged” into the fray obli- 
vious of broken noses, black eyes and 


laundry bills. There are not many 
rugby players in the country today. 
For it is not a game that comes 
naturally. 


But last week at the CCFC these 
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FLOODS 


Another havoc 


Bhubaneswar: -We 


oe а w 


wel: 


m 
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zas prepar- 
ing to organise relief to Gunupur, 
distress calls f! 1 from Kashina- 
gar. another sub-divisional town in 
south Orissa. The Bansadhara 
river had surged in 1 also. 
1 : k tried to 
е helicop- 
ter on Friday but returned to Bhu- 
baneswar from midway because of bad 
weather. When he finally made it to 
Gunupur in a larger chopper sent from 
the Kalaikunda air base in West Ben- 
Bal on Saturday. a hostile crowd re- 
ceived him with brickbats. There was a 
mad scramble for food as the helicop- 
ter touched down. The people there 
had eaten nothing for two days and 
started pelting stones at the helicopter 
when they found that it had not 
brought enough provisions. 

To add chaos to the confusion. the 
power supply in entire Orissa col. 
lapsed. The Hirakud hydel station sud- 
denly 
Mahanadi flood waters seeping into 
the cables: the Balimela power station 
had gone out of commission a couple 
of days earlier: and the Talcher ther. 
mal plant also broke down. Barring the 
Rourkela Steel Plant all industries 
were shut down. Even Raj Bhavan. the 
state secretariat and hospitals in Bhu- 
baneswar had to do without power, 
\ 


— 


stopped generation with the. 


rissa's 1 
districts—had been led. The offi- 
cial death toll mo 0; some 
3.4 million people i- 
tutes: and about 0 of 
standing crop was lost. 

The first major relief operation 


could. however. start only on 21 
September morning, three davs after, 
the flash flood had struck the Orissa 
coast. with the IAF airdropping some 
12.000 kgs of food and medicine at 
Gunupur. Bad weather restricted the 
operation to just one sortie on that day 
and Air Commodore M. M. Sinha. 
conducting the operation, said that 
Gunupur did not appear to be inha- 
bited. "Not a soul, not a house." That 
is how he described the place. 

The exact nature and extent of the 


main inaccessible. With most roads 
breached and telegraph poles up 
rooted all down the line, it is the 
ubiquitous transistor which is provid- 
ing the only communication link to the 
Marooned millions. 


A Special Correspondent 
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damages are vet to be ascertained. | 
Most of the flooded coastal areas re- - 
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FRUSTRATION 


BARC's harassed 
Scientists 


Bombay: A top scientist at the Bhabha 
Atomic Research Centre (BARC) Dr R. 
Y. Deshpande has sent an *emotional 
and melodramatic" letter of resigna- 
tion to Mr Homi Sethna, which says 
that the distraught scientist would 
prefer retirement to working at BARC, 
and will be joining the Aurobindo 
Ashram. Mr Sethna is said to be per- 
turbed. He called the scientist for a 
chat but nothing is known about 
whether the ashràm will be richer and 
the BARC poorer. 

Deshpande (50) was head of the 
technical physics division of BARC, 
and the immediate provocation for his 
despair was the way in which his claim 
for promotion to the top post of scien- 
'tific officer was bypassed. In BARC 
the grades are something like: SD-SC- 
SCD-FC-FD-FE-FF and FG, the last 
being the highest. Usually a commit- 
tee, consisting of representatives of 
the physics, chemistry, biology and 
engineering units of the Directorate of 
Atomic Energy (DAE) as well as secre- 
taries attached to the Atomic Energy 
Ministry are supposed to meet to 
choose who is to be promoted to a top 
post. But this year nothing of the sort 


happened. Neither the heads of the · 


units nor the two outside members of 
the DAE, namely the secretaries, were 
there. The coterie that sat in judgment 
rejected the claims of two top scien- 
tists. The other was Dr Ramani, who is 
head of the division of Desalination 
and Effluent Engineering (DEED). 
According to the talk prevailing in 


. BARC, where there has been outright 


disgust at the methods of promotion 
for some years now, the two top scien- 
tists have been discriminated against 
because they dared to make observa- 
tions about the working conditions at 
BARC which angered, the establish- 
ment. Dr Ramani, it is said, had repe- 
atedly highlighted the need for a ver- 
bal policy to rehabilitate frustrated 
scientists. А 

Mr Deshpande is well-known for 
having made the thermo wax cham- 
bers used in Bhaskara and Rohini (the 
Indian satellite) and these worked 
well for screening components. He has 


‘also made mass spectometers. The 


DAE had wanted to import Rs one 
crore worth of these spectometers for 
heavy water plants, but Mr Deshpande 
objected, saying he could deliver 
them. He was overruled and imports 
were ordered. And then he was victi- 
mised when his claim for the highest 
grade was denied. This is not the first 
time that a meritorious first grade 


scientist has been humiliated, said one . 


infuriated scientist to this correspon- 


-dent. 


There have been scores of exam- 
ples, but those punished have general, 
ly been too small a fry to find a place 
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CONDUCT RULES OR THE SCIENTIFIC ETHOS 


Text of The Memorandum Dated 29-1-80 
abmitted he BARCO“ E rx 


“rime ter 


known scientist, Dr P. V. Iyengar, who 
was given a show cause notice to 
explain why he had accepted a gift of 
Rs 5,000 from the Kerala government. 
The Kerala government had given 
awards to outstanding scientists from 
Kerala and Dr Iyengar, who was ear- 
lier a recipient of the Padma Bushan 
and the Bhatnagar Award, was also 
honoured. It is understood that the 
Home Ministry has now cleared the 
'acceptance of the award, but the petti- 
ness which it showed has created great 
animosity towards the ruling clique in 
BARC. 

Last year the Indian Council of 
Agricultural Research (ICAR) had 
honoured Mr S. H. Patil for discover- 
ing a mutant of groundnut for the 
biology division of BARC. But his own 
superiors at BARC treated him so 
shabbily that the scientific officers' 
association had to take up his case. 


When Patil went to Delhi to receive . 


the award, instead of granting him 
leave to do so, the:department cut his 
earned leave. They said he was going 
on social duty and not official, duty. 
One of Dr P. V. Iyengar's colleagues, 
Dr S. E. Kannan, was also treated in a 
similar manner. He was chargesheeted 
and censored for writing to a professor 
at the University of Illinois, USA, and 
accused of having violated the rule of 
applying for jobs abroad. Dr Kannan 
contested this accusation and asked 
that the matter be referred to the 
Home Ministry, but that was not done. 


The treatment to Deshpande and 
Ramani has further aggravated the 
situation between the rank-and-file 
scientists and the scientist managers. 
The latter have refused to give in- 
formation even on such mátters as the 
precise framework of rules and regula- 
tions governing the terms of employ- 
ment of scientists, seniority lists and 
the promotion norms. In fact, requests 
from the BARC Officers’ Association 
(BARCOA) to draw up guidelines for 
transfer of scientists from one field to 


another was termed interference in — 


the management’s prerogatives. In 
January 1980, BARCOA had written to 
the Prime Minister drawing her atten- 


tion to “the ascendancy of bureaucrats 


and the absence of ‘rule of law’ in 
promotions prevailing at BARC.” ° 
had said that in order to ac 
the civil service rules, t 


of our entire scientific effort so crucial for modernis 
*r70unuy Р “= ta contribute to 
fer^ x 


arbitrary, could be legitimised by 
appropriate manipulation of the rules. 
The fact that this frequently involved 
violation of those very rules of their 
selective or discriminatory applic 
tions was no problem, since most scien- 
tists, including the scientist managers, - 
were unfamiliar with the intricaci E 
the rules and could not effectivel: 
defend themselves. > 
Occasionally, when in certain cases 
these rules could not be used as 
stick, additional rules were d 
and enforced. The fact that i 
often done without due author. 


most scientists for legal detail. h 

case of the DAE, when the illegitimacy - 
of all this was pointed ^ut, the : 
tive nature of the department | 
freely cited to justify suc 
"There was thus no restraint of the 
scientific ethic or the rule of law. Any 
demands for the rule of law, suc 

those made by the associ 
atedly, were invariably n 
threat of using more ci 
for disciplining scientis 
the bureaucratic func 
the enormous prestige of t 
recruit the help of such agencie 


mo 
charges made by the admini 
against the scientists. At 
time, bureaucrats guilty 
tious Offences went scot- 
process the scientist manage 
became totally dependent «í 
bureaucratic allies. The latter became 
more powerful than most senior scien 
tists.” i WP Re C 
Mrs Gandhi received this letter 


for science ; 
ised enorm 


BIHAR 


Students fight for 
their right to cheat 


Patna: Any student caught cheating 1n 
an examination in Bihar can face im- 
prisonment upto three years and/or a 
fine of Rs 5,000. That is the revolution: 
ary contertt of an ordinance passed by 
the Bihar government in early Septem: 
ber. No other state has had the cour- 
age to officially challenge so boldly а 
malpractice which seems to have be 
come endemic. But if Chief Ministet 
Jagannath Mishra was under any illu: 
sions that the law he has pushed 
through has actually stopped cheating, 
they were quickly dispelled. In fact, 
the students of Bihar have virtually 
launched what can only be called a 
pro-cheating agitation, with the sup- 
port of not merely opposition leaders 
but also with the help of those Con- 
gress(I) leaders who have been deman- 
ding the resignation of Dr Mishra. 
Magadh university, which was hold- 
ing its intermediate examinations 
even while Patna was passing its anti- 
cheating law, witnessed unpre- 
cedented scenes of violence against 
the teachers who were acting as invigi- 
lators. As many as 12 teachers, includ- 
ing a lady, were attacked in the first 
five days of the examination. The 
assaults began from the very.first day, 
9 September. Bindeshwari, Prasad 
Singh of H. D. Jain College, Arrah, was 
attacked viciously by students armed 
'with iron rods while he was returning 
home after completing the day's in- 
vigilation. His skull was broken, and 
he went into a coma for 96 hours at the 
Patna Medical College Hospital before 
being flown to the All India Medical 
Institute in Delhi, where he is still 
struggling for his life. 

Bombs were thrown by angry stu- 
dents at many places. At many “dis- 
turbed" centres in Patna and Arrah, 
teachers refused to do invigilation 
duty for fear of their lives: they were 
replaced by home guards and govern- 
ment clerks. When the protests from 
teachers became too loud, the govern- 
ment was forced to postpone the ex- 
aminations scheduled for September 


15 and 16. And during those two days, ` 


arrangements were made to provide 
teachers with the ‘police assistance. 
Police haye been posted on the cam- 
puses—with the right to search pock- 
ets for hidden weapons. (This, inciden- 
tally, has created a furore among the 
- women.) 
. Acording to the ordinance, cheat- 
ing becomes a cognisable offence. 
agistrates on duty have been made 
пе серне Superintendents. Provision 
ur ееп made for an on-the-spot trial 
y an officer above the rank of DSP. 


-0. In Public Domain. UP State Museum, Hazratganj. 
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As examination centres Бев 
look like battlefields, the pu Ast 
anti-cheating debate 15 de ae 
Bihar. “How can the police, Шеш 
corrupt section of UE аар 

a war agains ; ? : 
аси ид Others point out GE 
the police seriously started to al 
with cheating, they would simp rm 
have the time for any other work. 

Different political Párties Have 
criticised this ordinance, seenen e- 
hind it a conspiracy to *break teacher- 
student unity", and thus prevent any 
chance of a 1974-type movement ever 
happening again. The young BJP MLA 
Lalmuni Choubey told this correspon- 
.dent angrily, *Karpoori Thakur’s pro- 
hibition ordinance resulted in the 
growth of an illegal trade in liquor, 
leading to deaths due to consumption 
of poisonous liquor. This ordinance too 
will have the opposite effect from its 
intention—it has already led to 
assualts on teachers, and it will result 
in an increase in cheating.” Even from 
his own party, Dr Mishra gets no 
peace. In an open letter to the CM, 
Vidyakar Kavi, a senior dissident in 
the Congress(1), has attacked the ordi- 
nance, saying that it is even more 
harsh than the ordinance against 
blackmarketeers and hoarders. 


Arun Kanjan 


NAXALITES 


MGR talks, 
police shoots 


Madras: Naxalites willing to reform 
can ring up 22345 or 422222 in Madras 
city for a chat with Tamil Nadu Chief 
Minister M. G. Ramachandran. The 
offer to hold ‘frank discussions’ with 
the Naxalites was made by MGR in 
mid-September after some top police 
officers concluded that the morale of 
the Naxalites in the state had gone 
down considerably. But this offer has 
apparently not been a temptation 
enough. None of the top-ranking Naxa- 
lites have talked to the CM yet, 
However, MGR, incorrigible optimist 
that he is, thinks that the ‘response 
has been encouraging.’ 

‘At the same time, the police hunt 
continues, guided by Walter Davaram 
an ambitious and strong-willed DIG. A 
major drive to flush out the extremists 
was launched in the first week of 
August following the death of three 
policemen in a bomb blast near Tiru- 
pattur. A police posse had arrested the 
Naxalites, bound them hand and foot 
and bundled them in a car. A few 
minutes later, a countrymade bomb 
exploded, killing inspector Palani- 
Samy, two constables and a Naxalite 
Two other Naxalites, who had been dn 
the car; died in hospital a few hours 
ү 

The police then started combine 
Operations in N MD 
areas of Tirupattur and Dharmapuri. 
The operations will continue through- 


out October, despite MGR's offer i 
hold dialogues. There have been d 
ports, meanwhile, of deaths of DOC 
inent” Naxalites in police custody 
Two “notorious Naxalites”, Subramy, 
nium and Shanmugham, were shol 
dead by the police in a village near 
Tirupattur on 11 September jn the 
early hours of the morning. 

For more than seven weeks, DIG 
Davaram and his colleagues have been 
combing the hilly terrains of Үејарігі 
on the border of Karnataka and 
Andhra Pradesh. The combing opera, 
tions start around two in the morning 
as dozens of policemen armed with 
rifles, torches, binoculars and hurri. 


cane lamps negotiate hilly terrain, and | 
look into caves and other possible | 


hiding places. 

Curiously, journalists who visit 
Tirupattur come back with interesting 
stories. T. N. Gopalan of the Indian 


Express who was in Tirupattur on 15 | 


September was assaulted in broad day. 
light by a “Naxalite” à few yards away 
from the police station. “I had spent 
nearly half an hour with the police and 
I was going towar.:s my lodge. А self. 
proclaimed Naxalite kicked me and 
warned me not to write anything about 
them," recalled Gopalan. 

It is not only in Tirupattur and 
Dharampuri that the police are inten- 
sifying the drive against Naxalites. 
Lawyers, too, who have defended the 
extremists in the past have been 
rounded up. P. V. Bhaktavatsalam, à 
Tirupattur lawyer, arrested on 16 Au- 
gust, has been refused bail. Bhaktavat- 
salam, the brain behind the organisa: 
tion for civil and democrátic rights, 
had demanded that the state govern: 
ment should provide relief to the mem: 
bers of the families of the three 505 
pected Naxalites who had died in the 
car blast near Tirupattur. He had said: 
"They were not held guilty by any 


court and they are entitled to com ' 


pensation.” 4 


A few days later, V. Chokalingam, | 


the printer and ptblisher of Makkal 


Seighi (People's News), a daily with @ | 


small circulation, was arreste 
publishing “seditious” articles. Then 
came a more sensational arrest. K.“ 
Sankaran, president of the Advocates 
Association, who had attended a Мас: 


for | 


ras city meeting of the civil and dem? і 


> 2 é 1 9 E Ў р 
cratic rights organisation in his “ind 


vidual capácity," was arrested ore 
a 


September. Sankaran who had © 
fended several alleged extremists ! 
the past was accused of having te 
that “only by doing away with t 
pence could the government be to 
pled.” Ber) 
It is believed that more “vi. ого 
steps against the Naxalites will follow 
According to a police spokesman In the 
pol would be asked to investigate 
flow of foreign money and arms oe e 
Naxalites. Efforts are also being T ite 
to check the infiltration of Махат. 
into the police force during ce 
ment. For the first time in P9 
history the background of the e 


dates is being checked thoroughly py | 


the intelligence department. 
Arthur Pais p 
Lucknow 
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OBSESSIONS 
Testing the venom 


Kozhikode: Velayudhan sat like a man 
possessed in the glass chamber. Around 
him were 31 cobras, three vipers and 11 
kraits. But the 33-year-old class four 
employee of the Kerala State Electricity 
Board was firm in his determination to 
become:the world’s first man to live for 
more than 75 days with his “45 venomous 
friends.” He was bitten four times since 
he entered the glass chamber on 17 
August, and the fourth time it nearly cost 
him his life. That was on the 19th day. 
Feeling giddy, he was removed to an 
intensive care unit and given a 120 ml 
anti-venom injection. After 61 hours he 
felt better again and re-entered the glass 


Capital flight 


Trivandrum: The customs officer 
asked the routine question: “Are you 
carrying any Indian currency with 
you?” Two bearded Sikhs, Santosh, 
35, and Gurumukh Singh, 30, who had 
turned up at the counter on Friday, 5 
September to be cleared for the flight 
to Colombo leaving Trivandrum in 
another 30 minutes said they had 
about Rs 620 in Indian currency be- 
tween them. To which the officer 
replied that an individual is entitled 
to carry only Rs 20. When Santosh 
asked what they should do, the officer 
said curtly: “It’s your headache". But 
on second thoughts, the officer said 
they could deposit their excess money 


cage ignoring the advice of Dr Warrier, 
who. was constantly monitoring his 
physical condition. As a form of appease- 
ment, the young adventurer gave a letter 
to the organisers signed by him and his 
wife which stated that if anything unto- 
ward happened, the responsibility would 
be his. 

The yagna catapulted Velayudhan to 
fame, bringing him a substantial amount 
of money. Till the 26th day of the snake 
yagna, more than two lakh people had 
filed past the glass cage, paying a rupee 
each, to watch the spectacle. The cor- 
poration of Kozhikode took 32p per 
rupee as entertainment tax while the 
herpetologist took 60 per cent of the 
takings. 

The organisers of the yagna had 
wanted to get the feat of endurance 
recorded in the Guiness Book of World 
Records but Velayudhan failed them. On 


with a friend or acquaintance and 
even leave the counter and go out to 
the Jounge to do this. 

First, the two Sikhs tried their luck 
at the State Bank of Travancore coun- 
ter. The bank refused their deposits 
because it dealt with: foreign ex- 
change only. The two men scanned 
the crowd for somebody whom they 
could trust with the money. There was 
none. Time ticked away, and in de- 
speration they returned to the cus- 
toms counter to plead with the officer 
for permission to carry the money. 
The officer refused, and, predictably, 
asked them to try once more: “Surely, 
you will find someone you know out- 
side.” 

And once more Santosh and Guru- 
mukh failed. In sheer anger and frus- 


* policemen who had been summoned 


oman. UP State Museum, Hazratganj. Luc NOW 
2 


16 September, he abandoned his efforts. 
.Velayudhan's snake yagna has in- 
spired others to undertake similar feats. 
Within a space of one month the stage 
has been set for two more yagnas—in 
Cochin and Coimbatore. In Cochin, Dr 
Tommy Joseph, the managing director of 
the Tomman Joseph Memorial Institute 
in Idukki district which specialises in 
snake studies, is planning а similar feat: 
of endurance. Either Dr Joseph or his 
younger brother William Thomas, will 
try to stay in the snake cage for 120 days 
with 122 snakes starting on 2 October. 
The second yagna is being planned by s. 
Parthasarathy, who had earlier bettered ! С 
his own record for walking backwards EET - 
(this record is yet to be recognised by 
Guiness, who must be more responsible 
than anything else for,such 'achieve- 
ments’). 
Binoo K. John 


tration, they turned up at the customs. 
counter, pulled out the currency notes 
from their pockets and tore them up, 
one at a time, with the rest of the 
passengers staring at them in sur- 
prise. “We think, we Can go in now,” 
Gurumukh said triumphantly—only 
to be disappointed: By now a couple of 


by the customs officer had started 
picking up the torn pieces of the 
currency notes, “Tearing currency 
notes is against the law,” the police 
told Santosh and Gurumukh and led ~ 
them to the nearest police station. _ 
After some time, the police, apparent. | 
ly moved by their. plight, decided 
let them off with a warning. 

Moral: You can't win. - 
G. S. Kartha ГЕ; 
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THE WORLD 


Working relationship 


Just be good 


President Jimmy Carter 

loves his brother Billy but not 
the embarrassment the youn- 
ger brother has been causing 
him regarding the Libyan 
deals. And to prevent another 
‘Billygate’ Jimmy Carter has 
drawn up a set of guidelines 
or *advices" as he calls them, 
not only for naughty Billy but’ 
also for some of his relatives 
who might sometimes wish to 
step out of line. And to give 
his set of rules some sembl- 
“ance of respectability, ће has 
asked government employees 
to abide by them. They will, 
however, have no legal au- 
thority and will not be bind- 
ing on future Presidents. The 
President’s rules were being 
drawn up, according to senior 
White House officials, be- 
cause “most people in govern- 
ment simply need some in- 
dication of what they should 
or should not do." 


© 


gr” 


"If you need food, get 
Zhao Ziyang," cried Chinese 
peasants, about ten years ago. 
And with good reason. Zhao 
Ziyang, the new Chinese Pre- 
mier, 1s known to be an econo- 
mic wizard—for the way he 
transformed the economy of 
his native Szechuan province. 
A rich landlord's son, Zhao’s 


Did the Polish workers’ 
strike have any effect on Big 
Brother Moscow who was 
apparently not only watching 
the developments but also 
helping the Polish Communist 
leaders in the negotiations 
with the workers? It did. The 
Russians were worried that 
their workers too would. be 
affected by the same virus. So 
western broadcasts were jam- 


Peng Road 


med. But then such an event 
could not be ignored. Many 
Russians living in European 
Russia came to know of the 
strike and the subsequent vic- 
tory of the Polish workers. In 
a frontpage article on 15 
September, the Pravda urged 
Soviet industrial officials, by 
way of warning, to heed work- 
ers' complaints in order to 
preserve the “unity of the 
Soviet society and the solidar- 
ity of the people around the 
Party.” But it is certain that 


UP 


the Soviet Union will not 
allow its workers so much 
leeway as the Polish Party did 
although the conditions are 
similar: there are inefficien- 
cies, shortages and bot- 
tlenecks. The Pravda article, 


however, projected an opti. 


mistic picture: it was all 
praise for the Soviet Com. 
munist Party which had cre. 
ated an .atmosphere where 
"free, conscientious toilers 
could happily work together." 


L2 4 Rl Á— 
talents were recently recog- 
nised by his powerful mentor, 
Deng Xiaoping. Hence his 
appointment. With Zhao at 
the helm now, China shall 
follow the capitalist line, and 
begin the march to economic 
advancement under the gui- 


dance of superior technoc- 
rats. 


Some opposition 


Filipino dictator Ferdi- 
nand Marcos is as incorrigible 
as ever—even after being con- 
fronted by what is shaping up 
to be his greatest threat: the 
broadest and strongest-ever 
$ pobodtion combine of 72 
Opponents and eight political 
Parties, The ИЕ front, 
| Which christened itself the 
yi ational Convenant for 

Teedom”, passed a resolu- 
Поп on 29 Au ust—the 84th 
anniversary ai the “Cry 
Balintawak” when Andres - 

onifacio plotted to over- 


throw the Spani 
: anish ial- 
ists—demanc colonial 


ing an end to 


the eight-year martial law. 
The occasion was symbolic, 
for, among other things, the 
oppositionists protested 
against American bases in the 
Philippines. For one thing, 
Opposing the USA makes lit- 


tle sense if the Philppines: 


Must guard against Soviet de- 
signs in Vietnam and Cambo- 
dia. Marcos’ opponents also 
argue, hopefully , that if the 
country is to be saved from 
economic chaos, martial law 
and Marcos must go. “This is 
the last-ditch effort,” they 
also warn, “to head off a 
bloody confrontation.” 


/ 


Briefly Ur 


Lollipops 


‘If you are boss of a junta 
and have just taken over your 
country, what is among the 
first things that you should 
do? Ask General Kenan 
Evren, latest head of state of 
Turkey after yet another coup 
in that country. On Septem- 
ber 14, using the carrot and 
the stick with the simple- 
mindedness which only the 
worst army officers can 
achieve, he announced a 70% 
pay rise for' workers, and 
“postponed” all strikes “till 
further notice.” 

Aid? 

In 1979, the USA (which 
has an old, justified but no 
longer relevarit reputation for 
generosity) spent more on 
ported plants for homes (5 

поп dollars) t i 
ыш )than on aid for 
dollars). 
say that four out of fi - 
icans still want M 
in the amount 
ate 60s, 

O.475:0f its GNP to the Third 
World; only France, Austra- 
lia, Belgium and Holland gave 
a bigger share. Last year, the 

SA was giving just 0,19%— 
and only Italy among the de- 
veloped, democratic nations 
was giving less! Traditionally 
most US aid has been given 
under bilateral agreements 
with nations. Last ‘year, 40% 


\ 


of all bilgteral aid by the US 
went to Egypt and Israel as 
reward for signing the Camp 
David agreement. 


New era? 


Among the Islamic com- 
munities celebrating the 
arrival of the 15th century 
according to the hijri is the 
large Muslim community 0 
central Asia living under the 
conglomerate entity known as 
the USSR. Communist Mos- 
cow, perhaps in an effort to 
improve its face with the Mus- 
lim world, allowed an interna: 
tional Islamic conference 10 
Tashkent between September 
9 and 12. More than 70 coun: 
tries attended. However, no 
unanimous resolutions coul 
be passed. 


Oppression 


The latest target of the 
Iranian Islamic fundamental: 
ists is the small community 0 
Baha'is. Seven of them were 
executed as spies in the tow” 
of Yazdi in September; in АЧ 
Bust nine members of the 
Baha'i National Spiritua 
Assembly were arrested. The 
450,000 adherents of this 
faith in Iran are believers 9 
Baha'ullah, who appeared ! 
Iran and preached the unity 
of all religions. The Baha 
are pro-Shah and refused t? 
vote in the referendum mà 
ing Iran an Islamic state: 


Domain. UP State Museum, Hazratganj. Lucknow 
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Original 


Rekha Chakraborty (46) 
learnt the trade from her 
mother 27 years ago. And 
Rekha’s knack of reproducing 
originals on mat with threads 
of many colours is uncanny. 
(The photographs here show 
the original portrait of Uttam 
Kumar which appeared in an 
issue of Anandalok and 
Rekha's embroidered repro- 
duction of the same.) She has 
exhibited in Bombay, Delhi, 
Madras and at home in Cal~ 
cutta. But she refuses to sell 
her work. However, at a re- 
cent exhibition in Salt Lake, 
Calcutta, Rekha put up four 
items for sale. Her decision 
surprised many of her admir- 
ers.. But Rekha had her 
reasons: she was trying to 
raise funds for Rekha Chit. 
ram—an embroidery school 


which she is opening'on 1 
October this year. 
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Shooting star 


Director M. S. Sathyu is on to E: 


his next venture—Bhoomi—a 
bilingual film (in Hindi and 
Kannada). The film is about a 
young IAS officer’s efforts to 
combat drought in Bidar, and 
the problems he faces in help- 
ing the drought-stricken peo- 
ple despite all political press- 
ures. And guess who the ac- 
tress is? Young and pretty 
Lavlin. This is her first ven- 
ture and, as Lavlin says, *I 
think I have got a very good 
break. The film gives me good 
opportunity to express* my- 
self." She thinks very highly 


“of director Sathyu. “He is a 


brilliant director who under- 
stands what he is doing and 
tries to bring out the best in 
the actors and actresses," she 
says. Ànd what does she in- 
tend to do in the future? Said 
Lavlin: “1 don’t want to act in 
just any film, especially the 
run-of-the-mill films. I would 
like to choose my films in- 
stead of going totally commer- 
cial. Say, films with a specific 
purpose." She is off to a good 
start too. “I have received 
offers from a number of major 
producers and directors and I 
have been received very well 
in the industry." But about 
the industry itself she has 
many reservationg. Said Lav- 
lin: *It is a rat race, and I 


get into it. But I'd definitely 
love to work in good films and 
maybe devote my life to 
acting." Lavlin has blossomed 
into a very good photographer 
too, with initial help from 


KE 0 ll LL 0óQ0 —0—— 
personally do not intend to 


superstar friend Raghu Rai: 
In fact her first exhibition of 


‘photographs is scheduled to 


open in Delhi at the Art Herit- 
age gallery ftom 2 October 
and will continue till 15 
October. 


. The 
visionary 


“I wanted to be more than 
anybody else.” And it seemed 
a reasonable explanation for 
Siddharth Kak’s involvement, 
first with management, then 
with ghost-voicing and film- 
acting and now with journal- 
ism. In his quest to “be more 
than anybody else,” Sid- 


dharth first came into. the’ 


news by winning the Made for 
Each Other contest with his 
wife, Geeta. That was years 
ago. He returned to a quiet 
life, while Geeta went on to 
make a tremendous impact on 
the screen with her perform- 
ance.in Garam Hawa. But the 


irrepressible Siddharth has. 


surfaced again, this time with 
a quarterly journal on films. 
The first two issues of his 
Cinema Vision bear enough 
evidence that this is an 
attempt at serious film jour- 
nalism. Cinema Vision has 
been well received. Even the 
British Film Institute gushed: 
*(Cinema Vision is) without 
doubt the most important and 
informative Indian film maga- 
zine ever." 


Stamp dedication 


Mother Teresa was recently honoured һу the Indian 


Post and 


Telegraph Department when it released a stamp to comment 
rate her Nobel award. The picture above shows Mother гесеї 
an album containing the stamps. On her right is Wes 2 


circle Postmaster General, C. L. Deb, 
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Tes no use putting it down 
to merely Rishi Kapoor's 
illness. One must admit that 
Raj Kiranis really good. Or 
else why would people praise 
his performance and say he 
scored over Rishi in Karz in 
spite of his small role as com- 
pared with Chintu’s? And 
now Raj is getting films by 
the dozen. Recently Yash 
Chopra signed him for a film 
which will also launch a pret- 
ty, fresh female face. Much 
can be said of Raj, in spite of 
his tactless ways. The boy 
clearly nursed a Chintu- 
complex as he can never 
forget how Chintu along with 
Dimple Kapadia, broke all 
previous box-office records in 
Bobby. At that time Raj 
Kiran (also trying to be an 
RK!) was being groomed by , 
B. R. Ishara for Kaagaz ki Nao 
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Jayshree T: Will she become Е 
Sanjeev’s dream-girl? z 


42 is 


De Gangotri 


Simple Simon Sanjeev 


with newcomer Sarika. The 
film flopped and Raj Kiran 
was pushed into oblivion. 
This happened six years ago. 
Now Raj is very much on his 
own and doing well too. 


SEEAKING of Raj Kiran's 
tactless ways, remember 
the time when he was shoot- 
ing for Karz and told anyone 
who cared to listen that he 
had a strong infatuation fora 
woman older than himself, 
Simi, his co-star in the film. 
He declared that he loved her 
poise, her class and what not. 
Well, news even went around 
that he was trying to woo the 
lady long after the film was 
complete and released. No- 
thing wrong with that except 
that Raj's raised many eyeb- 
rows among the filmi crowd. 


TEN Jayshree Tis madly 
in love—over the past so 


many years—with Sanjeey 
umar 1s well known. But 


= must she advertise the fact 


that her dream-man must be 
simple, have a strong sense of 
humour, must be fat and 
round for that is what makes 
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Hema Malini with the Clever 


eum, Hazratganj. Lucknow : 


> men large-hearted and ki 
characteristics typica] of Sas | 


jeev, who is known as Sim 
Simon Sanjeev! Jayshree ps 


even manages to look like 


touches of make-up, just to 
attract Sanjeev (since he is 
still nursing a big Hema. 
hangover) but getting no. 
where closer to Sanjeev than 
an empty tiffin-carrier, 


FTER Moushumi de.. 


clared in her typical Style 


that she has so many sarees 
that she has to give them 
away, readers and friends 


-have been playing all kinds of 


practical jokes on her. And 
she seems to enjoy being 
made a laughing-stock! 
Doesn't she realise that her , 
sarees are no big deal, even if 
she wanted to give them away | 
free? Yes, if it were Raakhee 
announcing an annual sale of , 
her sarees things would have | 
been different. There will be 

a stampede near her house OF | 
wherever she chooses to sac 
them! 


WONDER if the Dimple: 
Rajesh reunion has put 


„an end tothe acrimonious . 
` battle that had begun when 


Dimple made the headlines 
by declaring that she was tre 
ated very cruelly by Rajesh 


hanna. Rajesh had in turn , | 


laid bare her two-year-old 
affair with Vijayendra 
Ghatge, which she must have 
indulged in just to reassure 
herself of her youth and 
beauty. At the time of 
Writing the two are closete 
in their room at Aashirwa 
with a do-not-disturb order: 
Not even phone calls. So it 15 


a happily-ever-after endin£ Р 


after all! 
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S RATI will be making it 

big in Bombay, her 
brother hopes to strike gold 
in Madras. He's soon going to 
get hitched to a Tamil girl. 
“Tamil films mean a lot of 
hard work, Telugu films 
mean a lot of money, and 
Hindi films mean a lot of 
talk," says Rati's father Roop 
Agnihotri. Rati seems to 
agree with him. But then Hin- 
di films also mean plenty of 
money, isn't it? 


REETHA'S maiden film 

Thenir about the plight of 
tea estate workers is almost 
complete. She's considered to 
be one of the brightest new- ' 
comers to hit the Tamil 
screen. It's believed that 
she'll soon make a film for 
Bhagyaraj, the successful 
actor-director. 


 UMOURS are afloat that 

iN. Shoba’s mother Prema 
Menon is packing off to Sing- 
apore where a couple of her 
relatives, including an uncle, 
are settled. Her features іп а 
popular Tamil weekly about 
her daughter are coming to 
an end. As expected the lady 
has gone out of her way to 
make innumerable slander- 
ous comments about Balu ` 
Mahendra. But did she ever 
think that by doing so she was 
giving her daughter a bad 
name? In one of the features, 
she spoke at length of Shoba 
coming home sozzled. Shoba’s 
co-stars as well as directors 
swear that she would not 
even touch the mildest wine. 
When Balu glanced through 
the writings, he asked a 
friend to convey a little mes- 
sage to Prem^: “Write any 
damn thing about myself, but 
spare your daughter. Don’t 
spoil her name further. Don’t 
circulate cheap rumours ab- 
out her.” 


HOLI BHAALI Shoma 
HD Anand was hauled over 
the coals by director I. V. 


Sasi. That was Pramod Chak- f 2E] 


ravarthy’s version. Chakra- 
varthy had commissioned 
Sasi to make Patita. 

a Hindi version of Sasi’s 
all-time hit Her Nights. 
The film was originally 4 
designed as a quickie 
ciones ep гында: 


Rati Agnihotri 


but it took more than a year 
to complete. Pramod says 
that it was all Sasi's fault: 
Sasi not only went around 
pinching Shoma you know 
where on the sets but also 


Madhavi 


T 1, 


suggested that he'd make her 
a big star in Kerala if she 
could render “fayour”. Sho- 
ma did one Malayalam film 
for Sasi where she played the 
second lead to Seema. Arattu 


. ment asked her to leave. A 


flopped badly and Shoma 
gave up hopes of making it 
big in Kerala. Things started 
worsening after Árattu 
according to Chakravarthy. 
He accuses Sasi of terrorising 
Shoma, and of blowing up 
money on hard drinking. Sasi 
has repudiated all the allega- 
tions. Chakravarthy had no 
guts to make a simple realis- | 
tic film and that wasthebe- | 
ginning of a serious mis- | 
understanding, accuses Sasi. | 
And then, of course, this busi- 4 
ness of Shoma’s forehead 
caused a great deal of trou- 
ble. Sasi and his cameranfan | 
thought that Shoma'sfore- | 
head was terribly ugly. They | 
wanted her to do her hairin | 
such а way that a part of her | 
forehead would be covered. f 
But Chakravarthy vetoed | 
their idea. As things stand | 
now, Patita has been largely | 
| 
i 
| 


re-shot and the advertise- 
ments just don't mention 
Sasi's name. 


N AMERICAN hitch- 1 
hiker who showed up in a | 
couple of Tamil films, includ- | 
ing Kaali had a hectic time in | 
a city hotel where she was | 
said to be шешшш Н 
favours rather liberally. The | 
situation became so *alarm- | 
ing? that the hotel manage- | 
] 


number of up-coming actors | 
tried to have a nice time with | 


of the film crowd. “They . 
promise you the moon, but 
once the passion has faded, 


promises,” she told one of 
them. She didn’t mind flirting 
with a “still” photographer. 
But she alienated him after 
she went through his pic- 
tures. “How much do you get 
for these pictures?” she 
asked him. He named a fi- 
gure. “Ugh,” said the girl, “if 
you were taking pictures in 
America, you'd be making a 
fortune?“ Maybe,” shot back 
the photographer, “but do 
you think that you would 
make millions in America?” . 


XCITING things are hap- 


SEE 


house. Brother Raakesh is 


| 
goin tosetupacoupleof |. 


ast food shops in Madras 


— 


‘the girl but she was a bit wary | 


| 
they forget all the sweet | Я 
i 


ии 


RE 


pening.in Rati ‘Agnihotri’s) 


a 


city. The emphasis will be on | 
exotic snacks and he has | 


plans to open up a chain of n 


such shops all over the South 
in the course of the next _ 
three years. Disco music will 
be a permanent feature of his 
shops. Surely hehas the - 
young crowd in mind. — 
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Beginning.5 October — 
| This week the Sun, Jupiter and Satur 


"usa UE 


n are in Virgo, Mercury and Uranus are ! 
Capricorn, Rahu is in Cancer, Venus is the o 


nly planet in Leo. The Moon w 


n Libra, Mars and Neptu ) 
ill be moving through Virgo, Li 


ARIES (March 21—April 
20)You may have to take a 
loan to meet urgent ex- 
penses this week. You are 
` advised to pursue a new 
path to reach your goal. This is a period 
of trial for businessmen and profession- 
als. Love and matrimonial affairs are well 
signified. Your domestic front will also be 
calm and a source of happiness. There 
will be a marked improvement in your 
financial condilion. Avoid disputes and 
speculative ventures. Good dates: 7. 8 
and 10. Lucky numbers: 1,3 and 10. 
Favourable direction: South-east. 
No: TAURUS (April 21—May 
) 


74 22)You will be faced with 
/ E SN severe compelition in your 
j) business or personal life. 
' This should be met with 
patience and courage. You are advised 
to consult elderly friends and relatives. 
Progress will be slow in professional 
matters. A valuable friendship will de- 
velop. Take care while investing money. 
Look after your health which is bound to 
Cause some anxiety. Try and use your 
initiative in business matters. Good dates: 
6, 8 and 11. Lucky numbers: 1, 3 and 10. 
Favourable directions : North and East. 
GEMINI (May 23 — June 
21)There is a threat to your. 
professional life this week. 
(9 You are advised not to 
] -~ Allow any member of the 
‘Opposite sex to interfere with your profes- 
Sional work. A new friendship will provide 
you with a lot of confidence. Differences 
__ among partners are foreseen. Be on your 
~ guard against deceit. Avoid getting into 
іѕршеѕ and arguments. Financially, 
ever,this is a very good week for you. 
re advised not to take too many 
ер а watch on your health. Good 
6,9 and 10. Lucky numbers: 1,3 and 
vourable directions: North and East. 


-CANCER (June 22 — July 
 22)You will make progress 
this week. Your financial 


| “not to neg- 
particular 


pondence with friends. 
and 9. Lucky numbers: 3, 6 and. 
Favourable directions: West and So 


4 


LEO (July 23 — August 
22)You need plenty of rest 
and peace of mind this 
week. The results of your 
activities in the last few 
weeks have not been commensurate 
with your efforts. Do not let this dampen 
your spirits. In reality you are very close 
to your goal. Stand your ground and do 
not give in. There will be good news for 
you in the weeks to come. Your friends 
will stand by you and give you confi- 
dence. You need not worry about pend- 
ing court matters and debts. Good dates: 
8, 9 and 10. Lucky numbers: 1, 3 and 6. 
. Favourable directions: West and North. 
BA ee VIRGO (August 23, — 
September 22)Despite 
some initial trouble this is a 


will gain through property 
or legal matters or at least have the 
opportunity to do so. You are advised not 
to take undue risks. Concentrate on your 
plans for the future. Your domestic front 
may cause you some anxiety. Do not get 
into disputes with elders. A good week 
for romance and matrimonial affairs. 
Good dates: 7, 9 and 11. Lucky numbers: 4, 
7 and 8. Favourable direction: South. 
(NOI) LIBRA (September 23 — 
ore October 22)You will face 
TA hurdles in your path this 
“Jee week. In spite of your 
efforts you will feel dis- 
appointed. Your health will also cause 
you anxiety. Be careful in your dealings 
with elders or those in authority. Pay 
attention to service details, Avoid spe- 
culative ventures. Try and meet your 
problems with patience. Businessmen 
are advised to guard against deception. 
A letter from an old friend or distant 
relative will, however, bring some good 
tidings . Keep an eye on your expenses. 
Good dates: 8, 10 and 11. Lucky numbers: 
qd. and 9. Favourable direction: West. 
(f^ SCORPIO (October 23 — 
= 4,5 November 21)You will make 
We good and steady progress 
4 throughout this week. You 
| Will get the chance to gain 


_ through a secret matter or association. 


Your business will show signs of im- 


provement. You are advised to guard 


agaínst extravagance and over- 


optimism. Lovers, however, are likely to 


face new hurdles. Elders will ‘stand in 
your way. The domestic front will not be’ 
О happy. Good dates: 5, 6 and 9, Lucky 
пе З and 4. Favourable direction: 


happy week for you. You. 


SAGITTARIUS (November 22 
December 22)An old 
friend will render you good 
service this week, New in- 
terests will contribute to 
your happiness. Your financial condition 
will improve. But you are advised to 
conserve your resources. Medical ex- 
penditure is likely in your family. This is a 
good time for love and matrimonial 
affairs. But do not neglect your business 
or professional interests. You may have 
to undertake a short journey. Good dates: 
7,9 and 11. Lucky numbers: 2, 5 and 9. 
Favourable direction: South-east. 
CAPRICORN (December 23 
— January 20)Your associ- 
jj ates will cause problems 
OX 4 for you this week. They will 
indulge in false allegations 
and criticisms. But you need not worry 
about your domestic front. Things will 
move quite smoothly there. However, be 
careful in your dealings with your spouse 
or elders in the family. Do not get into 
controversies. This is not the right time 
for major changes. Love affairs are well 
signified. Good dates: 9, 10 and 1]. Lucky 
numbers: 3, 6 and 9. Favourable direction: 
West. 


AQUARIUS (January 21 — 
February. 19)Many pleasant 
Surprises are in store for 
you this week. It is also a 
good time for courtship and 
marriage. Care is advised in professional 
matters. You are also advised not to spoil 
your chances by impulsive decisions. 
Secret matters will progress well. You will 
get the opportunity to make appreciable 
and vital changes. Avoid legal matters 
and complications. A good time for ro- 
mance. Good dates: 5, 6 and 7. Lucky 
numbers: 2, 6 and 11. Favourable direc- 
tion: North. 

© PISCES (February 20 — 
March 20)This is a quiet 
week for you. You will 
make steady but not spec- 
tacular progress in all 
fields, You will get the opportunity to 
meet old friends and relatives who will be 
of great help to you in the weeks ahead. 
Pay attention to family matters. Keep up 
your correspondence with business or 
professional associates, Look after your 
health and be careful in your dealings 
with members of the opposite sex. Good 
dates: 5, 6 and 9. Lucky numbers: 4, 7 and 
8. Favourable direction: East. 
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une are in Scorpio, Ketu alone is in 
bra and Scorpio from Leo. 


BEEN) 


Slee. 


Jane 


I: 


d 


dis 


Б сыз сызыл ашай ан EEE 


VA 


this ini 


[—— 


{ 


| VABETY 


this india 


prize rs 30 for the entry given first 


KANPUR: Some 'dead' persons have 
also expressed their desire to take part 
in the liquor auctions this year and for 
this they had applied for the issue of 
solvency certificates from tbe Tehsil 
office. The ‘dead’ persons had submit- 
ted their applications along with the 
receipt of the payment of water tax and 
house tax of the Kanpur Nagar Mahapa- 
lika and their applications were duly 
verified by the oath commissioners and 
the notaries. The Kanpur Tehsil office 
had received about 150 odd applications 
for the issue of solvency certificates. 
But on physical verification, some sur- 
prising facts came to light. According to 
official sources, in somé cases it was 
found that the applicant had died about 
six years ago and there was no property 
left in his name. In some other cases the 
addresses given in the applications 
were found fake. The district author- 
ities were contemplating legal action 
against about two dozen such cases— 
National Herald (Anil Kumar, 
Fatehgarh, UP) 


TIRUCHI: Trains are not supposed to 
wait far late comers but student leaders 
seem to have other ideas. This morning 
(2 September) the Nagore Thanjavur 
passenger steamed out of Ammapet but 
the chain in some of the bogits was 
pulled by students of a private college 
at Poondi and the train came to a halt. 
When the train crew wanted to know 
the reason for stopping the train, they 
were informed by the students that 
their leader Dinakaran missed the train 
at Ammapet. The train suffered a deten- 
tion of about 45 minutes before Dina- 
karan boarded the train—Indian Ex- 
press (Arulraj, Madras) 1 


NEW DELHI: Two brothers, Abdul Haq 
and Riaz Shahid, separated during the 
1947 turmoil, have found each other 
again after 33 years. The two brothers 
who lived in Sham Chaurasi village in 
Hoshiarpur district, were migrating to 
Pakistan with their parents when Abdul 
Haq was lost. Riaz Shahid made frantic 
but futile efforts to trace him. Then, by 
chance a Pakistani visitor met Abdul 
Haq now a barber in Aurangabad 
(Maharashtra). Abdul Haq mentioned 
to him the name of his brother, Riaz 
Shahid. Could he not be the same per- 
son as the Mayor of Faisalabad the 


lliustraon/Ah: Bhusan Malik 


m 


visitor wondered. On return he found 
that thí was so and had it confirmed 
through photographs obtained through 
the Embassy. Abdul Haq has now left 
for Pakistan, where he would meet his 
brother, old mother and other relatives, 
says a Pakistan Embassy release— The 
Hindustan Times (Gurinder Singh 
Mann, New Delhi) 


MORADABAD: The Central Reserve 
Police force first shot a person though 
inadvertently and then provided blood 
to save his life. The person. Mohammad 
Taufeek was found by the CRP men in a 
serious condition from a house in the 
Asalatpura locality last week. The CRP. 
men had entered the house for a search 
after they were fired upon from the 
house. The fire was returned in which 
Taufeek is believed to have been hit. In 
the hospital where Taufeek had' been 
admitted he had been fighting for life 
for want of blood. Having come to know 
of it 40 jawans of the CRP were sent to 
hospital for offering the needed blood 
for Taufeek. Finally the blood of Naik 
Sant Narain was found matching with 


‘that of Taufeek. The Naik donated his 


blood to save Taufeek's life—Northern 
India Patrika (Ajai Mehrotra, Alla- 
habad) 


ERNAKULAM: A lady overseer, Sosam- 
ma,. was locked up in her National 
Highway office at the Bannerji Road for 
over three hours on Friday (5 Septem- 
ber) Reason: she was a bit late in 
coming out of the office which was 
closed at 4 p.m. That.the office was to 
have functioned till 5.30 p.m. was 
another matter. As she was to leave the 
office she found all the exits locked. 
Frightened she cried aloud to attract 
the attention of other office leavers in 
the same multistoreyed building.’ 
However, they found the lock unbreak- 
able. Some of them contacted the police 
officers. But they were in the midst of a 
conference at the Collectorate. After 
much discussions the Ernakulam Cen- 
tral Police Station got the permission to 
break open the door. And they did it 
with a bang. As the harassed lady came 
out by eight in the night the Executive 
Engineer was also there. After some 
persuasion arrangements were made to 
drop her at her residence near Perum- 
bavoor. Moral: leave the office as early 
as possible, lest you be locked up— 
Indian Express (К. Aravindakghan, Tri-, 
vandrum) 


RAIPUR: Alekhandas, a private candi- 
date for M.A.(sociology) of Ravi Shank- 
ar University, who could not appear for 
the examination this year on account of 
illness, had a pleasant surprise to.get his 
mark sheet showing that he had secured 
187 out of a total of 400 marks and 
hence declared successful—The Times 
of India (Surya Deo, Patna) 
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without comment 


. Darbara Singh. Punjab CM Я 


Indira Gandhi тау not be a queen, 
‘but she is a forceful ruler—one who _ 
quite likely could commend her Ê 
reluctant son to enter the corridors | 
of power—Newsweek 


We still have a feudal spirit. That is | 
a fact. —Rajiv Gandhi ae fa 


You can forget about colour TV— a 
Vasant Sathe., Union I & B Minister 


The Prime Minister wanted to con- | 4 
fuse the people of Assam, but was | ' 
not successful—Nibafan Bora, |. 
Assam's Gana Sangram Parishad |  ' 
executive committee member R 


India's immediate problem is not | 
the spread of Hindi but*finding | 
food, clothing and shelter—Indian | 
resident in USA on the impending |. 
visit of MPs, quoted in Indian Ex- | 
press c 
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The time has come when we can no 
longer indulge in mutual recrimina- 
tion. The time has come to hang our: 
head in shame—Nikhil Chakravar- 
ty in Mainstream 


Mrs Gandhi seems to be losing опе f — 
of her father's most precious herit- |. 
ages, i.e. sensitivity to the problems 
of minorities—Kewal Varma in 
Business Standard ; 


There is no doubt that the Muslims 
and all other minorities have grea- 
ter faith in me than in anybody 
else—H. N. Bahuguna ES 


Syed Abdullah Bukhari (the Imam 
of Jama Masjid) is now personna | 
non-grata with the Pakistanis— f 
Organiser E Б) 
R. P. Mehra's anti-Muslim instinc 
have grown out of all proportions. | 
His tiffs with former captain *Ti- | 
ger" Pataudi were primarily based 
on communal disharmony—Bishen: 
Singh Bedi in Weekend Review 


I am not a saint. I am a politician | 
but I am not mad after high office— _ 


If you in the Press are so concerned 
about my health, I might tell yo 
than I had a tummy-ache last ev 


If taking hostages could prev 
American interventions, all c 


mats hostage—Sadek Ghotbz 
Iranian Foreign Minister 


All the young girls who con 
interview me now tell me to 
them sómething spicy or 
the liberty to manufact 
thing of their own 
require it—L 
viewed in. 
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Rasuvajev (White) 


. Position after White's 14th move 
&uropa Cup Final 
The Europa Cup, chess' equivalent of the 
European Cup, does not attract quite so 
much attention as its football equivalent, 
but certainly lacks none of the excitement. 
The final played between the Soviet champ- 
ions, Burevestnik of Moscow, and the 
Dutch, Volmac of Rotterdam, promised to 
bea rather one-sided affair; a sort of Notting- 
ham Forest versus the part-timers of some- 
where-or-other who have a couple of good 
players but the goalkeeper is a part-time 
dentist and the left back runs a hairdressing 
_ salon etc., the Dutch being on paper at any 
— rate heavily outgunned. The strength of the 
.. Moscow team could be gauged from the 
fact that they named ex-world champion 
- Vassily Smyslov as their reserve for the first 
round. In the event the match very nearly 
produced a major upset, the Russians (con- 
inuing the football metaphor) only winning 
extra time after scoring a last minute 
ualiser. Undoubted hero of the Dutch 
effort was their young European Champion 
Van der Viel who produced two sparkling 
| wins against strong grandmasters. Barely 
21, he already plays with the authority of a 
easoned grandmaster and is clearly the 
“most promising young Dutch player to 
emerge since Jan Timman. 
| I give his first-round game in which he 
molishes a very strong and experienced 


e: Rasuvajev (Moscow). Black: Van der 
'iel (Rotterdam). 

uropa Cup Final., King's Indian Defence, 
lemisch Variation. 

1. -04, N—KB3; 2. P—QB4, P—KN3; 3. 
_ N—QB3, B—N2; 4. P—K4, P—Q3; 5. P—B3, 
: "ERU 6. B—K3, O—O; 7. 0—02, P—N3; 
1—01, B—Q2. A very strange-looking 
ve, but he could not play the intended 
-B4 because of 9. Px P, NP xP: 
P exploiting the pin on the Q file. 
—K2, KS was more energetic. 
_., P—B4; 10. P—N3, N—B3; 11. P—Q5, 


. . . .. N—K4 was an ambitious if 
alternative leading to sharp var- 
fter 12. P—KR3 (trying to win a 
QNA4; 13. P—B4, P—NS5! 14. 
; 15. Q—B2 (still trying to 
'B4; 16. P—N4, N—B6 mate! 
try and win the piece! 

31, R—ON1; 13. P—QR4, N—K1; 
ntending . ... N—B2 and . . ., P—QN4. 
14. B—R6? Clearly overlooking Black's 
reply, though he was in any case already 
losing the initiative. — - 

(DIAGRAM) 
94... ., P—K4! Very strong, for if 15. Bx B, 
NxB Black is perfectly poised to hit back 
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with, . .. P—K84. so White decides to mix it 
15. PxP e.p. Q—R5+ the point. 
te poN3 Bx B; 17. PxQ,BxQ' 18.K x B, 
PxP; 19. K—K3, N—QB3; 20. N(1)—K2, 
P—K4! With a positionally won gamé. The 
backward pawn will be masked Буу. 
—Q5. 
БП Мо», N—QS5; 22. Nx N, BP x N+; 23. 
K—B2, N—B3; 24. B—Q3, K—N2. Fine play. 
Black can improve this king's position 
before exchanging knights. 25. KR—N1, 
K—R3; 26. R—N5, NxN. An excellent 
moment to exchange knights with the RN5 
far away from the queenside. 
27. BP x N, P—QN4; 28. Р—ОВ5, 
R(N1)—0QB1; 29. P—NA, R—B6; 30. R—N2, 
R—N6; 31. K—N3, R—QB1! Plenty of time 
to take the QNP. ў HS 
32. R—QB2 Playing for a tric 
32...., R x B; 33. Rx R(8), Rx R; 34. R—Q8 
White's point. The bishop is trapped. 
34. „ R—KB8; 35. K—N2, B—R61! 
Black's point. The bishop is irrelevant 
36. Kx B, P—Q6 and White resigned. The 
pawn is unstoppable. 


MICHAEL STEAN 
bridge 


READERS often cast doubt on good plays 
attributed to well-known players. Nothing is 
more boring, | agree, than to see a standard 
brilliancy reported as though it had been 
achieved recently by some friend of the 
writer. It is a trap into which | never fall 
deliberately. But sometimes it is difficult not 
to be sceptical. See what you think of this 
deal, reported by Le Bridgeur in a feature 
called ‘The best deals of the month.’ 
Dealer, South. Game all. 


^6. 

V AKA43 

*872 

& A7654 
^ Q 102 N 4 K987 
vQJ987 wg % 1065 
¢ K105 S ¢ Q4 
^98 4 QJ102 

4AJ543 

v 2 : 

@AJ963 

^K3 


South plays in Five Diamonds and Wi 
est 
leads the Queen of hearts. In preference to 
making a frontal attack on the diamonds 
oun cashes the side winners and ruffs two 
es and one heart, to i i 
Bene h arrive at this 


(Vi 

04 

¢ 8 

4654 
^ Q102 N AK 
vJ9 WE Y — 
€ K 105 S ° Q4 
C9 cm 4QJ 

^J 

Y — 

5 AJ96 

h 


South leads the Jack of spades, and the 
defence seems to have no chance to make 
more than two tricks. If West discards 
declarer ruffs and leads a heart from 
dummy. East may ruff high, but South loses 
only to € К and % 10. If West ruffs the 
spade with $ 10, again he makes only one 
more trick. 

But study the possible effect of ruffing 
4 J with the diamond King and exiting with 
a heart. East does best to discard a club. 
South ruffs and thinking that € 10 must be 
on his right. leads € J from AJ9. East wins 
and promotes his partner's trumps. 

A leading French player, Daniel Versini, 


remarks that he made this super pla of th 
King of diamonds at the table. par m. 


TERENCE REESE 
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Medieval coins are featured on four new 
stamps from the Grand Duchy of Luxem- 
bourg. One of them (above) is à silver 
grosso portraying Count John of Luxem- 
bourg. who in 1310 succeeded his father-in- 
law as King of Bohemia. After a long career 
as a royal mercenary, King John became 
blind but earned a niche in English history 
by fighting on the French side and dying 
gallantly at Crécy in 1346. There appears to 
be no contemporary evidence for the pic- 
turesque tradition that the Black Prince 
picked up the dead kings shield and 
claimed for himself its device of three 
ostrich plumes and the motto /ch Dien The 
grosso is exceptional among 14th century 
coins in having a lifelike portrait of the 
monarch. Its English equivalent was the 
silver fourpence. which was known as the 
groat from its French contemporary the 
gros tournois, first minted at Tours about 
1260 It was Edward ill, the victor of Crécy, 
who made the groat a regular feature of the 
English coinage, though it had been issued 
briefly by his grandfather, Edward |. 


C. W. HILL 


quiz 


QUESTIONS 


1. Lacrosse is the oldest'organised sport 
in North America. What is the crosse? 
2. The theory in Philosophie zoologique 
explained why giraffes have long necks 
and eels have no fins. Who propounded 
the theory? r 
3. Franz Liszt, the greatest piano vir- 
tuoso of his time, revolutionised the 
technique of piano playing and invented 
the ‘piano recital’ as it is known today. To 
which country did he belong? 
4. What is Vikramorvasi? - 
5. Rosh Hashana is celebrated among 
the Jewish.community with the sounding 
of the ram's horn and festive meals. 
What is Rosh ı Hashana? 
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HMM...À CHILD IN A 
FLOWERY MEADOW... 
> 


HERE'S THE 
WORLD WARI 
FLYING ACE 

DOWN BEHIND 
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GET LOST, 
STUPID! 


Now you can afford to give your children - 
the education they deserve 


The most precious gift you can give your 
children is a sound education that prepares 
them to tackle the world on their own terms. 

But a good education need not mean a 
financial drain on your already tight budget. 

The secret is to plan ahead. Start a 
Vidyanidhi Deposit with Canara Bank even 
while your children are young. The sooner the 
better. A fixed sum of money deposited every 
month or a lumpsum put away for 63, 84, 96 
or 120 months, collects a generous interest and 
matures into a handsome sum. Ready in time 
to see your children through college and 
higher education. What a load off your mind! 

Canara Bank's Vidyanidhi Deposit scheme 
is for parents like you, who take their respon- 
sibilities seriously. Drop in at your nearest 
Canara Bank branch for details. Our other 
special deposit schemes'are: Kamadhenu, 
Nirantara and Balakshema. 
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iif C ORSI Сё and UDERZO 


| - Sm c cae nue WHAT WAS ; YOU THINK wm 
| | DECEM Pau AT? f PRAETOR TOs: | THAT? THE НЕ INTENDS 

| | Сш? ( working a | МОМ мет wE WERE | “pRAETOR’S. то ESCAPE 

i E le NIST ah NIGHT! G i CANS HAVING THE | AND 

ү E tes Шеол E E~ ey м = WAREHOUSE? LEAVE | 

| а CLEARED." uS HERE? | 


— M —Á T Wem F : — 
WHO TOLD YOY WE WERE En TO E seme 
LOADING EVERY THING | WE WANT IS NOISE, 
UP ON A GALLEY BEFORE SEE PRAETOR 


THE CORSICANS | PERFIDIUS / 


ATTACK 2 COME ОМ, 
WHO TOLD YOU ? 


ч \ © ] 


| YOU'RE GOING 7 ( THE CORSICANS M CAS. NS TE LIKE E PEOPLE 
TO LEAVE US \ . ARE GOING TO Té CAPTAIN eer’ TWAS THE RO 
TO FACE THE e LE [у 
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BOYS, BOYS/ THE 
CORSICANS AREN'T 
PUSTAT believe" 
j TW'T BELIEVE 
BIRDS OF LL ү 
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П THIS'LL N A 
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OUT 
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'ProrLE WHO'VE LET 
THE ROMANS CATCH 


THEM LIKE A BLACK- 


BIRD AREN'T FIT TO 
COMMAND / 


I'VE GOT AN IDEA ! 
LET'S HOLD AN 
ELECTION TO FIND. 

OUT WHO'S 
CHIEF / 


and eGangotri 


AND NOW YOU'LL : 
SEE HOW WE DEAL WITH 
Ki crick! euer! A THE ROMANS IN 


7 ү 


OLABELLA- 


«V MARGARITIX! 


“SAY THAT Jj YOU CAN 
AGAIN / SETTLE YOUR 
| ARGUMENT LATER 


ANYONE GOT 
A FUL. BALLOT 
BOX ? 


MADE YOUR 

MINDS uP? 

(IM TIRED OF 
THIS / 


/ RIGHT / OLABELLA 


MARGARITIX / 


[ AND WHO GAVE 
YOU THE RIGHT 


TO TAKE 
COMMAND? 


— Cor amm 
YOU CIVIL WARS _ 


On 13 September Maneka Gandhi 
came briefly into public focus 
again, after a long time, when she 
came out of 1, Safdarjung Road 
(the PM's residence) to calm the 
frayed tempers of an angry crowd 
of about 500 Youth Congress(l) 
activists. But this story is not really 
about Maneka, it is about the grow- 
ing frictions in the Youth Congres- 
s(D after Sanjay's death. A tree- 
planting ceremony had been orga- 
nised by one of the general secre- 
taries of the Delhi Pradesh Youth 
Congress(I), Satish Yadav, at 
Uttamnagar in rural Delhi on: 13 
September. The Union Minister for 
Agriculture Rao Birendra Singh, 
the Haryana Power Minister Mehr 
Singh Rathi, the Delhi Pradesh 
Congress(I) chief Н. K. L. Bhagat, 
the Delhi Youth Сопргеѕ5(1) presi- 
dent Jagdish Tytler, the MP from 


WHISPER CAMPAIGN 


A whisper campaign has been 
started against Foreign Minister P. 
V. Narasimha Rao. It is reliably 
learnt that Pandit Kamalapati Tri- 
pathi, Narayan Dutt Tiwari and Mir 
Qasim have been telling people in 
Delhi, including the Prime Minister 
that it will be better to send him to 
Hyderabad as the Chief Minister of 
Andhra Pradesh. The whisper cam- 
paign has been started at the be- 
hest of Dr Channa Reddy. It seems 
that Channa Reddy wants Nara- 
simha Rao to be out of Delhi in case 
he is brought to the centre after 
being removed from the chief 
ministership of Andhra. That will 
ensure that Channa Reddy-will be 
the seniormost Andhra leader at 
the centre. Moreover, if he is re- 
placed, by a senior man like Nara- 
simha Rao at Hyderabad, it will 
also be a saving grace for Channa 
Reddy. It may be recalled that at 
one stage Narasimha Rao was a 
powerful AICC general secretary in 
the undivided Congress and he had 
been entrusted with the task of 


| 500) mani es- 
Lok Sabha elections 
is elevation to the 
? on of foreign minis- 
|. ter must have irked his opponents 
in central politics and understand.- 
ably they have now become natural 
allies of Channa Reddy. Е 
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outer Delhi Sajjan Kumar, and the 
Youth Congress(l) genefal secret- 
ary Sarvjit Singh were all invitees. 
While Mr Tytler was enjoying him- 
self in Paris (that was where he had 
gone); and could therefore be ex- 
cused for not turning up in the less 
salubrious environment of rural De- 
Ihi, none of the other VIPs turned 
‘up either to honour the memory of 
Mr Sanjay Gandhi. An angry Mr 
Yadav, who must have told all his 
followers that he would make all 
the VIPs turn up, loaded his work- 
ers into trucks and drove straight to 
the PM’s house то protest.The truth 
soon came. Two Youth Congress(l) 
office-bearers, Rati Ram and Shadi 
Ram, had sent telegrams to all 
these invitees saying that the func- 
tion had been cancelled (both of 
“them are close lieutenants of Jag: 
dish Tytler). Apparently this is the 
schoolboyish prank level to which 
politics has sunk in the noble city of 
Delhi. 
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COSTLY ERROR 


———————— 
Maneka Gandhi seems to have mis. _ 
sed a golden opportunity to remain . |: 
in the limelight. Just after her huş. || 
band's death, we were told, Mrs 
Gandhi asked Maneka if she would 
like to be her official hostess, just 
as Mrs Gandhi was Pandit Nehru’s. 
This was one way, Mrs Gandhi must 
have thought, to keep Maneka 
occupied after the grievous loss of [| 
her husband. Initially, Maneka was. | 
enthusiastic, but then someone 
gave her some poor advice and she 
refused the job of a “maidservant” 
If only Maneka had realised how 
powerful even a “maidservant” 
with access to a Prime Minister can > 
be! Whatever the reason, Maneka |! 
missed her chance. It is also said. Î 
that relations between the two 
daughters-in-law of the PM’s house- 
hold have become terrible, with the 
rise to power of Rajiv Gandhi. 


LP ЗАМАН Le . 


FLYING HIGH 
With a heavy heart, we return our 
attention to the chronicles of P. C. 
Sethi. It seems that this unique 
Minister of ours hits the headlines 
each time he boards an aircraft. 
This time it was not a puny state 
government plane, but a big, big 
jetliner of the Kuwait Airways. To 
begin from the beginning: Mr Sethi 
left on 16 September for a 
marathon tour to Kuwait, Rome, 
Tripoli, London, Geneva, Zurich 
and Baghdad, accompanied by his’ || 
wife. There is nothing wrong in a 
Minister going abroad; they go all 2 
the time. There is nothing wrong 1n 
a Minister's wife going with him, 
although wives do not accompany 
Ministers all the time. But what has 
raised eyebrows is that Mr Sethi 
has broken tradition by choosing 
not to fly Air India, our nationa 
carrier. X 
Normally any representative of the _ 
government whose expenses аге { 
being met out of the public exche 
quer travels by Air India unless the 
airline does not fly to the particular 
city he or she has to visit. But MF 
Sethi took an ‘open’ ticket from Al 
India, which entitles him to fly bY 
any airline which has а reciproc 

' arrangement with Air India. d 
his first lap was done by Kuwa? 
Airways, despite the fact that Air 
India flies there. Why was the rU | 
broken for Mr Sethi? And why 9065 - 
Kuwait figure twice in Mr Set? 
itinerary, once while going and th 
other while coming back? $ 
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Every drop of New Code 10 Tonic Hair Dressing 
nourishes hair, controls dandruff, 
gives your hair the natural look 


Code10 contains Panthenol to nourish Whether you are a man or a woman, give your 

your hair, give it vitality and bounce. hair the natural look with Соде10, every day. ud 

And LO-7, a proven ariti-dandruff ingredient, It does your hair a world of good—and it " 
to help fight dandruff ^ doesn't cost the earth. à 


his 


CODE 
B tomo HAIR QR. 


Your secret code to healthy, well-groomed hair = 


PC.6.7.80 
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Dinesh explores = 
comfort levels 


F 


i а colour/weav 
ects. Subdued surface 
ns: hints of heringi? 
Stripes, whipcords. 
The-feel and choice are“ 
" exclusive, taking to fash’ | 
"^ ecology. Will come naturally: | 


Like fish to water. 


dinesh 


Worsted Suitings 


| shoe 1.7 — | >, | | p erene/ Wool, 
chest círc...38.7 ` 3s | ure Wool and 
waist circ. „317 ee Trion 

hip сіг2. 31.7 A Suitings 
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'andhi Бе 
unisfer? 


. Bihar CM Jagannath Mishra displaying piety 
p d ьо DM L. 


= Cleanses beautifully. 


8 1 Я | | conditions your halr to a 
Beauty & Egg 


60 mi & 120 ml. 


Now, a scientifically blended 
shampoo with special protein 
conditioner — Lakme Shampoo. 
| Ordinary shampoos attack the 
hair shaft creating tiny pits 

and holes. 


| PH is the natural balance 
between alkalis and acids. 


B cL, [E B | 
Perfect natural pH balance E | 


Most ordinary shampoos are too | 
alkaline. making hair brittle and | 

dull. Lakme Shampoo is pH E 
balanced. Not too alkaline 

Not too acid. Just right. | 
It makes your hair stronger, | 


Hair shaft Hair repaired 
damaged by by Lakmé's : 
ordinary shampoos protein conditioner -— 


The conditioner in Lakme 
Shampoo thickens limp, 
dull hair and fills in the holes 
with rejuvenating protein, [| 
repairing each strand. f; 


flexible and tangle-free. 


The exquisite perfume lasts and 
lasts. Don't suffer hair damage 
another day. Use Lakme | 
Shampoo regularly. | 


daCunha/L-Sham./127 — 
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Dettol keeps your world germ-fre 


| 5 

Ў є 

E 

... When treating cuts and wounds Eu EL = 
The soil, the water, the very air around us are all teeming with ai e i EXC 

millions of germs and bacteria,some of which can cause dangerous Miet : 

diseases. Normally, the human skin acts as a shield to keep these FE г: 6 


dangerous germs from entering our bodies. 

Occasionally, we cut or hurt ourselves. When this happens. 
the skin is broken and a chink. appears in the body's shield. Germs 
seize this opportunity to invade the body. That is when you need Dettol. 


Dettol for cuts and scrapes 
Even the smallest cut or scrape should be immediately washed 


and cleaned with a lotion of Dettol Liquid in water. Dettol kills millions 
of germs on contact to disinfect the area around the broken skin. 


Dettol for dressing wounds 
» Sometimes when the cut or wound is deep, you need to dress it 
to keep it from getting septic. First wash and clean the affected area 
with a lotion of Dettol Liquid in water. Then use soothing, non- 
staining Dettol Antiseptic Cream to dress the wound. Dettol 
Antiseptic Cream ensures longer-lasting germicidal action and allows 
to heal naturally. 4 
Always keep Dettol Liquid and Dettol Antiseptic Cream handy. 
And keep your world germ-free. 


Trusted by doctors for over 40 years 
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Exclusive/Kuldip Nayar 8 
Opinion 10 
COVER STORY 
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. The exotic ruling family of Bihar/Tooshar Pandit and Tirthankar 
Ghosh 12 
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How Delhi spies on Kashmir politicians/Udayan Sharma’ 32. 
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Is Rajiv going to be Education Minister? 20 
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Editor M. J. Akbar 


Is Mrs Gandhi going to appoint son Rajiv the next union minister 
for education? If she does, Mr "Clean" Rajiv Gandhi will stake his 
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IMF temple 


ndia, a founder-member of the 

International Monetary Fund 

(IMF), can draw, from the 

Fund, upto eight billion dol- 

lars as loan on the basis of its 
contribution. However, New Delhi 
has preferred to apply for five bil- 
lion dollars (Rs 4,500 crores)—but 
this is the largest loan ever consi- 
.dered: by the IMF board. 


The loan application will be for- 
‘mally discussed at the board meet- 
ing in October. By then, the terms 
and conditions would have been 
finalised. A team from the finance 
ministry, under the leadership of 
Mr K. N. Malhotra, economic affairs 
secretary, is leaving "Delhi for 
Washington on 19 September for 
the purpose. Mr Narasimhan, who 

. should have joined as finance 
secretary by now, has stayed back 
in Washington to participate in 
these discussions. Mr Venkatara- 
man, finance minister, who is going 
to the Bahamas to attend the Com- 
monivealth finance ministers’ con- 
ference, will visit Washington 
either on his outward journey or on 
his return to talk to the IMF offi. 
cials who are preparing a brief for 
the board meeting. 


„Тһе central cabinet has already 
given its general approval to the 
conditions, which are still a closely- 
guarded secret, tagged to the 
availability, of loan. But it will de- 
pend ox he team how much 
ground, it апу, it can retrieve dur- 
ing thé discussions at Washington. 
The conditions “grouped under 
eleven points are: 1. Ceiling on 
deficit financing; 2. Tighter control 
On money supply; 3. Removal or 
liberalisation of price controls so 
that domestic prices are deter- 
mined by market forces (this would 


| out of the helpless 


serve as an incentive for higher 
investment and larger production 
in the private sector); 4. Removal of 
administered prices in the public 
sector so that the need for budget- 
ary support to loss-making under- 
takings goes down; 5. Revision of 
power tariffs so that the invest- 
ments in the power sector get a 
reasonable return; 6. Measures to- 
wards conserving energy; 7. Re- 
moval of subsidiaries to the extent 
possible; 8. More incentives for 
higher investment in the public 
sector—a review of the country’s 
internal investment programme; 9. 
Tax reforms and better tax adminis- 
tration so that tax revenues go up; 
10. Improvement in the perform- 
ance of infrastructural facilities so 
that production in the core sectors 
of the economy, including agricul- 


Self-reliance and 
swadeshi could 
take the country 


Position it is in, 
but the elitist and 
ad hoc approach 

of Mrs Gandhi’s 
government will 
necessitate a big- 

ger and bigger 
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ture, goes up (this is meant to 
reduce the foreign exchange imba- 
lance); and 11. Measures to step up 
imports (the formation of the Ex- 
port-Import Bank should help). 

The IMF has not asked for the 
devaluation of the rupee because of 
its political implications and also 
because of the tie-up of the rupee to 
a basket of currencies which vir- 
tually gives it a floating exchange 
rate. 

The conditions dictated to New 
Delhi are in addition to a IMF 
questionnaire running into some 45 
pages seeking information on all 
vital sectors of India's economy, 
including the budgetary data for 
the centre, the states and union 
territories. 

Some of the information fur- 
nished to the IMF is not available 
even to MPs because it is classified. 
One such question is on oil: *Please 
provide data on import, output, 
consumption and year-end stocks 
(both for fiscal and calendar year) 
for crude oil and different pet- 
roleum products (including 
kerosene, fuel oil, furnace oil, gaso- 
line, diesel and naptha) for five 
year period... Please provide pro- 
jections for 1982 and 1983... Please 
provide data on production from 
Bombay High oilfields as well as 
onshore oilfields in 1977, 1978, 
1979, 1980 and 1981 (estimates)... 
Please provide a summary of the 
measures that are currently in 
effect to conserve petroleum and to 
encourage the substitution of other 
energy sources such as coal." 

The question on industry is in- 
deed comprehensive. *Please pro- 
vide a note on the current situation 
in the major industries in terms of 
output, stocks of finished, changes 
in capacity and the rate of capacity 
utilisation... Please provide data on 
the output of public sector enter- 


Some of the in- 
formation given to 
the IMF is not 
available even to 
MPs because it is 
classified. One 
such question is 


oil... 
According to a fi- 
nance ministry 
official, the IMF is 
behaving worse 
than a bank 


prises (for five years)... Please de- 
scribe the principal production con- 
trol regulations governing major 
industries and the changes in these 
regulations during five years and 
their rationale." 


There are hordes of questions on 
agriculture. *Please list the 
changes made during 1978, 1979 
and 1980 in the domestic procure- 
ment system for foodgrains includ- 
ing procurement prices and the 
public distribution system. Please 
provide details of the Food For 
Work programme and the progress 
of the programme since its incep- 
tion in 1979. In: particular, please 
indicate amounts and types of food- 
grains distributed, nature of public 
works undertaken.. Please give 
data on unit costs of the foodgrain 
procurement, storage, and issue op- 
erations, showing how these have: 
changed owing to, a) the increased’ 
size of the buffer stock, b) wastage 
because of inadequate storage faci- 
lities, and c) changes in pricing and 
distribution policy.” б 

For reasons best known to it, the 
IMF has also asked: *Please furnish 
the following information with re- 
spect to the Additional Emolu- 
‘ments (Compulsory Deposit) Act 
and the Compulsory Deposit 
Scheme (Income Tax Payers) Act 
by revising and updating the 
answer to question given earlier: A) 
Disaggregated data on cumulated 
deposits under the separate facili- 
ties of these acts in 1978-1979; 
1980-81 and 1981-82; B) A schedule 
of repayment of principal and in- 
terests for 1978-79 and 1979-80 and 
1980-81 and 1981-82; C) A quantita- 
tive assessment of the addditional 
amount of compulsory deposits that 
would have been collected in the 
past two years, and an estimate for 
1980-81 and 1981-82 if the CDS on: 
one half of additional DA had not 
been abolished; D) A quantitative 
assessment of the effect in 1978-79, 
1979-80, 1980-81 and 1981-82 of the 
changes, introduced in the budget 
for 1978-79 in the required deposit 
for tax payers in various income 
categories; and E) A note on any 
other major changes in the scheme 
since 1978-79, such as changes in 
the interest rate paid on deposits, 
changes in the method of repay- 
ment etc." 

India's foreign exchange re- 
venues now stand around Rs 3,600 
crores. With an expenditure of Rs 
150 crores a month on imports, it 
has no escape from borrowing from 
the Fund which, to quote a’ finance 
ministry official, *is behaving 
worse than a bank.” Self-reliance 
and swadeshi could take the coun- 
try out of the helpless position it is 
in, but the elitist and ad hoc 
approach of Mrs Gandhi's govern- 
ment will necessitate a bigger and 
bigger begging bowl every year. 
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Revealing 


18 his otherwise beautifully clueless 
cover story, The lonely life of a cabaret 
dancer (16 August), Mr Pritish Nandy has 
méntioned an aunt of mine who fre- 
quents seedy north Calcutta theatres in 
order to glimpse snatches (sic) of female 
nudity in the hope that she will one day 
be exposed to the real thing. This is 
correct. However, there is something he 
does not mention. About a month back, 
my poor aunt suffered a serious trauma. 
Sitting there, surrounded by devilled 
eggs and vegetable chops, she saw some- 
thing stark naked prancing around on 
the stage. Imagine her horror when she: 
recognised the person who was billed as 
that night's 'sexpot-of-sin' as none other 
than old Mr Nandy's emaciated uncle! 
At the time of writing, my aunt has 
eloped with this ersatz and lives a life of 
sin of her own with him. 
Mukul Sharma, Calcutta 


The cover story was informative; thanks 
to Mr Nandy, 
T. К. Pattnaik, Calcutta 


Mr Nandy’s article was sheer poetry. 


Prasanna Kumar Mohanty, Bhubaneswar graphs wit 


Hyderabad riots: a biased view 


Titillating and informative; thank you, 


Nandy. А j 
Wad amet Siraj, Bangalore 


i f 

tunately, Mr Nandy is not one 0 
поти еа people who гапы 
their lust by patronising cabaret s ows; 
he has probed into the life of cabaret 
dancers and given us a heart-rending 


story. : 
Surinder Pal, New Delhi 


way Mr Nandy’s cover story was 
Ded it may not have attracted the 
serious readers’ attention; but the article 
by itself was quite revealing. — 
Shefalee Sengupta, Katihar (Bihar) 


Pritish Nandy has succeeded in arousing 
sympathy for the hapless cabaret girls. 
Shirsanka Ghosh, Calcutta 


It is a pity that cabaret girls are looked 
down upon by the very people who ogle 
at them on the dance floors. б 
К. B. Thapa, Sonamura (Тгірига) 


It was very disheartening to learn that 
most cabaret dancers took to their pro- 
fession merely to earn a livelihood. 
Biswajit Roy, Dehra Dun 


It seems that only Miss J is unhappy with 
her profession; she is best advised to 
come to terms with life and her surround- 
ings. 

Sanjay Kumar Mandal, Burdwan 


No one can deny the popularity of 
cabaret'in our country and it is time that 
It 1s recognised and respected as a profes- 
sion. 


P. Nagender Reddy, Aurangabad 


It was a pleasure to read the cover story; 

wonder why we have only female 
cabaret dancers; why can't men perform 
in the nude or semi-nude for the benefit 
of female audiences? 


Shailesh Kumar Koachgaway, Pathardih. 
(Bihar) 


My Nandy's article was disjointed, unim- 
aginative and full of digressions. 
Kiran Raivadera, Calcutta 


While appreciating the cover Story I 
cannot пыр observing that the photo- 


н were both unnecessary Radhakrishna Khatavkar, Bangalore 
Cue == з... co DENN 


В reading Syed Majeedul Hasan's 
Communal killers take over Hyder- 
abad (9 August) I was under the impress- 
ion that SUNDAY believes in the truth; but 
now I am convinced that the magazine 
follows an anti-Hindu policy. 
K. Rajagopalan, Hyderabad 


Iwonder why Mr Hasan failed to mention 
even a single Majlis leader in his report. 
He also chose to overlook the fact that 
nowadays in Hyderabad the Muslims 
assemble in mosques to plan riots. 

G. P. Reddy, Hyderabad 


Mr Hasan has failed to give a balanced 
account of the communal riots in Hyder- 
abad. While referring to the RSS and the 


Arya Samaj he has made no mention of 
the Majlis leaders who delivered highly 
communal and provocative Speeches af- 
ter the jumma prayers in the month of 
ramzaan. 

Dinesh Chandra Sharma, Hyderabad 


Mr Hasan should know that the playing 
of drums and trumpets is part of the 
Bonalu festival; it isn't meant to hurt the 
feelings of any particular community. He 
Should also realise that by tracing the 
history and [9 ularity of the Majlis-e- 
Ittehaad-ul-Mus imeen (MIM) he cannot 
wash away the sins of this organisation, 
Prakash Joshi, Sibsagar 


I was shocked by the-report. Many Hin- 


and disgusting. 
Samarendranath Mohapatra, Purj 


The loneliness of a cabaret dancer’s li 
could have been conveyed without d 
help of revealing photographs. S 
Mona Bose, Kharagpur 


The cover story was merely an excuse to 
publish yet another series of semi-nude 
photographs. 

Amit Kumar Sen, Calcutta 


One has to think twice before 
Sunpay these days. 
Waheed Siddiqui, 
(Maharashtra) 


buying 
Капі Unchegaon 


In my opinion, Sunpay is the best nation. 
al weekly; it is a pity that it has gone 
wayward. : 
Omprakash G. Methi, Gondia 
(Maharashtra) ' 

Cabaret is nothing short of vulgarity and 
Sunpay should have nothing to do with ir 
or its exponents. 

Syed Hamidul Haque, Chaibasa 


I was disappointed with the cover Story; 
it was dull, to say the least. 
Biswajit Sen Gupta, Jalpaiguri 


Mr Nandy had nothing new to tell us 
about cabaret dancers and the photo- 
graphs with his article were stale. Whata - 
bore. 

M. K. Harish, Cannanore (Kerala) 


The hawker folded.the 16 August issue of 
SuNDAY before handing it to me. 
Sunil Bikas Banerjee, Sodepur (West 
Bengal) 


SuNDAY is trying to compete with Play- 
boy and Penthouse; as for Mr Nandy’s 
Cover story, the less said the better. 
Subhas Chandra Mishra, Vanivihar 
(Orissa) 


Mr Nandy was at it again; but this time 
he could not draw his readers? sympathy 
either for himself or'for cabaret dancers: 
Sandip Sanyal, Cuttack 


Mugshots of cabaret dancers would have 
een enough to illustrate the point whic 
Mr Nandy has tried to make. 


t 


dus lost their lives as well; Mr Hasar 
should have mentioned at least some 
em, 


Syed Iqbal, Secunderabad 


It is wrong to Say that Mr Vandemataray, 
Ramachandra Rao as chairman of the d 
Official Languages Commission e 
threatened to “throw out the Muslin 
employees from government offices д 
they did not pass the Telugu langues 
tests soon." Mr Rao made a sincere eff? с 
to replace English with Telugu in 6 _ 
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f Tamil Nadu conversions: a vote 

against Hindu society (16 August) is 
any indication then Dr Subramaniam 
Swamy has certainly changed his politic- 
al views. Gone are the days when he 
behaved like a Hindu chauvinist; he is 
now a seasoned politician with a secular 
and pragmatic outlook. Self-criticism is 
no mean achievement and Dr Swamy 
should be praised for his article directed 
against a society to which he belongs. 

In my opinion, the harijans of Tamil 
Nadu had no choice but to convert to 
Islam; the talk about Arab petro-dollars 
and coercion playing a dominant role in 
the conversions can hardly be believed. 
The rot has set into Hindu Society and we 
need people like Dr Swamy (not Va- 
jpayee and Madhok) to stem it. 
Bimalendu S. Dutta Roy, Cuttack 


Dr Swamy's was a brilliant and percep- 
tive report; thank God we have at least 
one politician who can call a spade a 
spade. 

Rizwana Akhtar, Cuttack 


Thanks to Dr Swamy for his brilliant 
article. 


Maswood Akhtar Rahi, Rourkela 


Congratulations to Dr Swamy for explod- 
ing the myth that the conversions in 
Tamil Nadu were procured and that 
social discrimination against harijans 
played no part whatsoever. 

Md Abdar Ali Gazi, South Akhratala 
(West Bengal) 


Dr Swamy deserves to be thanked for his 
unbiased attempt to find the cause be- 
hind the conversions. The caste Hindus 
have given nothing to the harijans. Why 


Good news 


Sik would have done great service 
to the country by reporting on jour- 
nalist Olga Tellis’ petition filed in the 
Supreme Court to restrain the Bombay 
civic authorities from evicting pavement 
dwellers in that city. The national dailies 
have hardly done justice to this news: 
only a few inches of ‘valuable’ space have 
been spard for Ms Tellis. 

A. W. M. Shafquat Aligarh 


It is heartening to learn that a journalist 
from the house which publishes SUNDAY 
has. challenged the government of 
Maharashtra:: obviously, ‘Olga Tellis is 
not satisfied with mere reporting on 
injustices. 

A. S. Raman, Lucknow 


Misplaced fires 


he information about the Central 

Bank of India building under Must 
our cities burn? (16 August) was incor- 
rect. To begin with, the building caught 
fire in the early hours of 3 January 1974 
and not as reported. Further, the build- 
ing is situated on Calcutta’s Netaji Sub- 
has Road, not on BBD Bagh. 
T. C. Katrack, Calcutta 


The Shantinath Silk Mill in Surat was not 
gutted; the photograph on page 19 
showed the damage done to the mill 
when an Шерайу сопа three- 
storeyed building collapsed on it. 
Y. T. Vasavaday&NavasakiC-D. In Public 
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shouldn't the harijans embrace another 
faith which promises them peace if no- 
thing else? 

Gautam Talukdar, Pecharthal (Tripura) 


y 
I cannot understand why the conversions 
have become such a sensitive issue; 
surely the harijans of Tamil Nadu have 
not renounced their citizenship. 
,Manjur Ahmad, Udarbond (Assam) 


The politicians who never bothered ab- 
out the atrocities against harijans in the 
past are now making a beeline for 
Meenakshipuram. 

Syed Muthahar Saquaf, Trichy 


Itis obvious that Islam promises a better 
life to the harijans. What a shame for us 
Hindus. 

Prafulla Kumar Patsani, Puri 


‘The Special report by Dr Swamy was 
excellent. 
John L. Lobo, Bombay 


It is heartening to know that an ex-RSS 
man has ruled out the theory of foreign 
money and force playing an important 
part in the conversions. If nothing else, 
the caste Hindus should now atone for 
their sins against. harijans. 

M. Hafizullah Khan, Bhopal 


Dr Swamy’s article exposed the disease 
which has been eating into the very core 
of our society. 

Bapi Chakraborty, Calcutta 


It would be appreciated if more articles 
like the one by Dr Swamy are published 
in future; only then will the caste Hindus 


Misleading report 


nil Saari has unnecessarily 
dragged my name into his report, 
There were no conversions in Kanpur 
on 15 August (30 August). Indeed, 
there were no conversions in Kanpur 
on 15 August; so the question of my 
presence does not arise. I strongly 
believe that religion is‘ purely a 
personal matter and should never be 
mixed up with politics. 

Arif Mohammad Khan, MP, New 
Delhi 


It is surprising that a magazine like 
Sunpay has published a thoroughly 
misleading report by Anil Saari. To 
put the record straight, we, the 
undersigned,spent 15 August with Mr 
Arif Mohammad Khan, MP; together 
we attended many functions in 
different parts of Kanpur. And 
nowhere did anything happen which 
could be described as conversions. 
What was conspicuous was the fact 
that the harijans had joined the 
others to celebrate independence 
day. As for the congregation at 
Nanarao Park, we would like to point 
out that barely fifty people had 
assembled there, not 5,000 as 
reported. 

Bhudhar Narain Mishra, MLA, and 
Rajendra Prasad Mishra, city Youth 
Congress (I) president, Kanpur 
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change their attitude towards harijans. 
As for the conversions, I am convinced 
that the harijans have embraced Islam to 
take revenge on the caste Hindus who 
they now regard as kafirs. 

Krishna Samaddar, Delhi 


Life has become more meaningful for the 
harijans of Meenakshipuram; why is this 
being considered intolerable? 
Md Parvez Siddique, Calcutta 


When harijans were murdered, their 
huts burned and womenfolk humiliated 
in Belchi and Pipra, where were the 
Swamys and the Vajpayees? When a 
harijan MLA from Andhra Pradesh was 
thrown out of Mantralaya temple by a 
brahmin priest why did the Shank- 
aracharyas not shed tears? Why this 
sudden concern for harijans from all and 
sundry? : 
Rajan Cherian, Hyderabad 


Dr Swamy has failed to provide concrete 
reasons for the conversions. His article 
was replete with self-praise; he has made, 
an attempt to portray himself as the 
saviour of the downtrodden. Far from 
doing anything in the past to better the 
lot of the scheduled castes, Dr Swamy _ 
now wonders whether “the whole coun- — 
try is up for purchase." He conyeniently 
forgets that it is he who has been purch- 
ased by foreign education; the poor man 
did not know that there were so many 
people living in misery in India. 
Ashok S. Savanur, Solapur 


Both the Hindus and the Muslims have 
exploited the harijans in the past; I see 
no sense in the recent conversions. 
Baidya Nath Mandi, Kharagpur 


Utkal: above board 


ooshar Pandit's reply to the letter 

from Mr R. K. Rout, vice-chancellor 
of Utkal University, was childish. He 
seems to have no concrete evidence to 
prove his allegations against Utkal Uni- 
versity. У 
Deboo Patnaik, Bhubaneswar 


I am sure that Mr Pandiit has made a — 
mistake in listing Utkal University : 


: among the ten other universities which, 


he claims, are involved in the degree _ 
racket. ' 
S. K. Mohanty, Sindri (Bihar) 


LT 

Effective and shamef 
eople like Hitler and Idi Amin did 

figure on the covers of widely- 


; circulated international magazines, but 


no one ever tried to glorify them or their _ 
deeds. Anil Saari is an exception; his — 
cover story, Did Ranga Kill? (19 J 
was shameful. Worse of course was s 
of the readers’ response to the 'epoi 
Opinion, 16 August). It is clear th: 
aari has succeeded in mobilising 
support for a criminal. V 
R. C. Pande, New Delhi 


pem 


ne of the most pervasive 

sounds in the house of Dr 

Jagannath Mishra is the 

sound of bells tinkling. This 

is the sound of devotion to 
tne gods, the sound of bells during a 
puja. Dr Jagannath Mishra, the chief 
minister of Bihar is a very religious 
man. He prays to the gods constantly 
to bring him and his family health, 
wealth and happiness; he wears half a 
dozen rings on the fingers to ward off 
all evils. Ànd the gods have been kind. 
They have made him the boss of 
Bihar—a state of being which may not 
be necessarily very good for the 
health, but certainly fetches enough 
wealth and happiness. 

Bihar: second only to the vast Uttar 
Pradesh in the number of MPs sent to 
the Lok Sabha; the richest state in the 
country in terms of raw materials,re- 
sources, and the poorest state in terms 
of the living standards of the people. 


Son Manish: display of power 


The Exotic Ruling 
` Family of Bih: 


ishra' i ly gone to his famil 
Power has not gone to Dr Jagannath Mishra's head, it has only g y, 
report TOOSHAR PANDIT and TIRTHANKAR GHOSH. 


Therefore a state classically ready for 
corruption, exploitation. À state where 
gun-toting dacoits run the coalfields, 
and other kinds of dacoits loot in other 
ways; аа state where corruption no 
longer arouses any comment. A state 
in which there is a city called Bhagal- 
pur, where as everyone now knows, 
the police gouged out the eyes of 
suspects with needle and acid in order 
to curb crime. Under the chief minis- 
tership of Dr Mishra. Who calmly 
weathered the national storm that. 
arose, and now has withdrawn the 
suspension of all the police officers 
involved. In other words, not one of 
the policemen has been punished for 
the Bhagalpur blindings. 

Under the chief ministership of Dr 
Jagannath Mishra, law is an unimpor- 
tant encumbrance, and order is only 
what Dr Mishra and his:cronies define 
it to be. How can there be respect for 
law under a CM who makes one of his 
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closest advisers and ministers a man 
called Sadanand Singh who openly 
protects a murderous dacoit called 
Sudama Mandal, a dacoit whom the 
police had been searching for (Suy. 
DAY, 21 December 1980)? How can 
there be respect for law in a state 
where the CM withdraws a case 
against himself despite the judge hav- 
ing clearly implied that to do so would 
be a travesty of justice (see box on the 
Patna Urban Cooperative Bank case, 
page 18)? And on top of it, Dr Mishra 
has brought in nepotism and casteism 
to a degree that even weary Bihar 
cannot find a parallel to. Key positions 
have gone to his relatives (see box, 
page 14), choice contracts have gone 
to his brothers (see box, page 14) and 
any glimpse into a Who's Who of those 
who really run the state would reveala 
Surprising proportion of people be- 
longing to the caste that Dr Mishra 
comes from—the Maithili Brahmins. 
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D: Jagannath Mishra comes from 
a rich and influential family in 
Saharsa. His father, Rabinandan Mis- 
hra alone owned over 2,000 acres of 
land in Baluabazar. Of his five sons, 
two joined politics: L.N. Mishra of 
course gained national prominence be- 
fore dying in a controversial bomb 
blast, and then younger brother Jagan- 
nath Mishra, till then a teacher in a 
university stepped in to fill the 
vacuum. The Mishras are still 
monarchs at Baluabazar, though the 
land ceiling act may have reduced the 
amount of land they control. Inciden- 
tally, whatever love Dr Mishra may 
profess for the poor landless agricultu- 
ral workers of Bihar when making 
speeches, that love is not visible when 
the Mishras pay the daily labour who 
work on their land. Despite Rs five a 
day being declared the minimum 
wage, there are many working in the 
Mishra farms who are rarely paid more 
than Rs two a day. And there are many 
who have to toil in these farms as 
bonded labour for the rest of their 
lives because of a loan. 

Three brothers, Shyam, Mrityunjoy 
and Kamal, look after the family prop- 
erty, and, also, execute lucrative gov- 
ernment contracts. Baluabazar is next 
to the famous Kosi river, and the 
multi-million rupee Kosi river project 
has been a boon not only to the people 
at large but to the Mishras in particu- 
lar. An Estimates Committee of the 
Bihar Assembly found in early 1973 
that a large number of the contracts 
for this project had gone either to the 
Mishras or their nominees: among the 
major beneficiaries were two Mishra 
brothers, Shyam Narayan and Kamal 
Narayan. First it was obviously L.N. 
Mishra's influence that was bringing 
in the lolly, and then in the early 
Seventies, Dr Jagannath Mishra too 
became a powerful man in Bihar. In all 
the governments that Dr Mishra has 
been in since 1972, either as cabinet 
minister or chief minister, he has nev- 
er let go of the irrigation and power 
portfolio. It is an interesting affection 
for that particular job: after all, the 
contracts for projects like the one at 
Kosi go out from there. ren 

After Dr Mishra became chief minis- 
ter this time around, one of his 
brothers Mrityunjoy, was made a 


` director of the Bihar State Co- ` 


operative Marketing Union (BISCO- 
MAUN). When the Bihar Rash- 
trabhasha Parishad was reconstituted 
this year, one of the country's foremost 
protagonists of Hindi, Mr Gangasaran 


“Singh, was dropped and among the 


new blood inducted was Jainath Jha, 
who just happens to be Dr Mishra's 
father-in-law. Dr Mishra has placed a 
blood relative even in a key post of the 
Bihar Pradesh Congress Committee— 
the secretary, Sudhir Mishra. 

Even 14-year-old Manish, the young 


'son of Dr Mishra, is enjoying the 


zamindari of Bihar that has descended 
on thé family. He can often be seen 
being chauffeur-driven around Pat- 


na—with the official flag flying on the 


car; only chief ministers are entitled to 
that privilege, not their sons. Indeed, 
when Dr Mishra reshuffled the port- 
folios of his ministers on 


^ 


was Manish whocaine into the drawing 
room crowded with anxious ministers 
wanting to know what their new jobs 
would be, and handed them the in- 
formation about what his daddy had 
done. 

Such is the common belief that ev- 
erything that happens to the Mishra 
family is tainted with nepotism, that 
there was a serious controversy even 
when Dr Mishra's daughter came 
second in her BA economics honours 
examinations this year. Sangeeta Mis- 
hra sat for her examinations this year 
at Patna University, but long before 
the examinations the president/ Mr 
Anil Kumar Sharma, and Mr Pre- 
mchandra Sinha, the secretary of the 
university’s students’ union had pre- 
dicted that she was going to do very 
well indeed in her examinations. On 
what basis were they making this 
allegation? They said that the examin- 
ers and the papersetters for that year 
were all indebted to Dr Mishra. For 
instance, the moderator, Prof. Chak- 
radhar Singh, not only came from Dr 
Mishra’s area but had also sat on 
numerous boards and committees 
thanks to Dr Mishra. Today he is not 
only director of the state-funded L.N. 
Mishra Academy for Economic De- 
velopment but also a member of the 
state planning commission. Another 
examiner, Bansidhar Sinha, had been 
appointed member of the state elec- 
tricity board by Dr Mishra when he 
first became the CM in 1975. 

Even more serious was the charge 
that the university was bending its 
rules in order to please the chief 
minister. The practice in Patna 
University has been to get at least 
three of the six honours papers set by 
people from universities outside. 
Bihar, and they also examine the 
answer sheets. This year this lauc xble 
practice was not followed. Why? 

In July, Sharma was arrested on 
some unspecified charges. It was 
August before he got out on bail. By 
then the results had been announced. 
The chief minister's daughter had 
indeed done very well in her 
examinations: she had come second 
(immediately the whisper went round 
that Dr Mishra had deliberately asked 
the examiners not to make her first as 
then the rigging would become too 
obvious). Equally interesting was the 
fact that all the relatives and well- 
wishers of the key people in charge of 
the examinations had done well too 
Tongues started wagging; pressure 


began to build. Finally the vice. . 


chancellor gave in by announcing the 
appointment of a committee to probe 
into this year's examination. This story 
does not make Dr Mishra guilty, nor 
does it prove that his daughter did not 
do well on her own merits: what it does 
convey is the mood of Bihar, where 
people are quite willing to believe that 


their chief minister would stoop so low : 


without a qualm. Indeed, there are 
people who even believe that Dr 
Mishra got his own doctorate a bit 
unfairly, but that’s another story. 
Certainly Dr Mishra has done a great 
deal for his old teacher who guided 
him in his thesis, Dr Hargovind Singh. 
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Dr Mishra: of rings and relativesi 


Bihar Public Service Commission, then 
vice-chancellor of Magadh University. 
Dr Mishra actually issued an 
ordinance when he wanted to make Dr 
Singh director of the A. N. Singh 


institute in Patna, because Dr эш ; 
e 


did not qualify for that post. ' 


ordinance kicked up a great deal of 


controversy, so Dr Mishra made Singh 
a member of the Legislative Council 


instead. 

Today, Dr Mishra runs Bihar 
singlehandedly, virtually as a fiefdom, 
not tolerating much discussion or 
debate. The reshuffle was ап 
indication that he had begun to, hear 
the growing cries of dissident charges; . 
but he also was sending out the 
message that he wasn’t finished yet. 

Not merely the corruption’ (the 
stories give enough evidence of that) 
and nepotism, but administrative 
incompetence is taking its toll. The 
worst example was the government's 
handling of the Biharsharif riots 
(SUNDAY 24 May 1981): an obviously 
angry Mrs Gandhi had to. personally 
fly down from Delhi and use her 
authority and popularity to restore 


calm. The chief minister of Bihar was | 


fiddling while Biharsharif burnt. 


lt is believed that Dr Mishra | 


survives only because of Mrs Gand! 
reluctance to change h 
ministers until they hi 
enough time to 
themselves or ‹ 
Mishra is one 


iir 
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coming in of Dr Jha. 
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tion. 
m Bhavnath Mishra: Uncle-in-law. 


‘Appointed managing director of of B, k, f 
the Bihar Land Development Bank. y to Dr Mis. | 
The post is normally meant for a as LAS this sage 
senior JAS officer which Mr Mishra private ata 
is not. i been given da 
retary ard broug е 
@Jainath Mishra: Father-in-law. г преп, то brougki Su 
ade chairman of the Bihar Rash- in on а prize post in the Public eI. 
tra Bhasa Parishad after the noted Enterprises Bureau, M 
Hindi litterateur and former Rajya E E Ver bat adu 
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PWD, Patna, In 1972-73, he was the him by the vigilance department » 
sub-divisional engineer, of the river anticipatory "-— 


bail. After Dr Mishra became the 
chief minister, Mr Jha as reap- i 
pointed to his old post. |} 


valley project in Nirmali (see box). 


aS. K.Jha: Relative. Brought to 
Patna as civil surgeon. Dr Raj 
Kumar Prasad, a haríjan, was re- 
moved from his post before the 
expiry of his term to facilitate the 


BChunchun Jha: Dr Mishra’s 
brother-in-law’s son. Appointed dis- 
trict magistrate, Gaya. 
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How the Mishra family cornered Kosi contracts 
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D This committee has found that hra Ww í 1 i i I ven nov S 1۷ 
a N 7 ] n Shankar 
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project (the Kosi project) have NDA Mishra is in the Nirmali sub: 
een awarded to members of the ОА member of the same family, , division where every year crores of 
Mishra family or their nominees Sudhir Kumar Mishra was given a rupees are spent on flood preven: 
from Balua Bazar, Saharsa. contract in the irrigation project, tion. 
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D The contract for а guide bundh Ыш Mr Sushil Chandra 
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O Mr B. N. Mishra (a distant rela 


the Dr Jagannath Mishra (Dr Mis- where he had s 


ет ошеа Engineering T = Mr Shiv Shankar Mishra (amem. When handing over charge of the 
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amal Narain Mishra, brother of the project area) as SDO from баці over NN. UTE o did not ! 
erved only for six hand over charge of Karjain divi | | 


Sion where a link channel is being 
constructed, the contract for which | 

as been awarded to Mr Kamal 
Narain Mishra. Я 


О M/S Associated Engineering WS 
Paid a higher amount of money 
than another contractor, Mr Ravin 
ra Kumar, for an identical job: 
oth the contractors working 4! 
adjacent sites, The payment 0 
money shows that M/S Associate 
ngineering where Mr Ката 
Narayan Mishra has considerable 
interests was favoured. 
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Excerpts from the 53rd report (1972-73) | 
of Estimates Committee of Bihar Assembly : 
. OM River Valley Project (Kosi barrage) I 
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pened that day 
he nature of the 
Mishra government. 

з of Chatauni mohal- 
etting ready for another 
in their ordinary lives, 
tant church was quier; in 
adjoining building Mr 
‘ined Stephen had woken 
| up. Mr Stephen looked after the 
Navjivan primary school and the 


Naviiv Kushtha Sevashrama 
established by the church. The 
church had started the leprosy cen- 
tre in 1978 and the school in 1979. 

Suddenly at seven in the morning 
a gang of hoodiurms, led by Congres- 
s(i) ^ i ishankar, attack- 
ed the locality. They looted the few 
articles in the school and centre 
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At faninashtami immersion: 
Mishras are religious people 


premises, cleared out the inhabi- 
tants, did not spare even Mrs 
Stephen, and occupied the premis- 
es. Later, they put up a huge sign- 
board announcing that the place 
had now become the Dr Jagannath 
Mishra Mahavidyalay. 


Till today, justice has not been 
‘done to the missionaries who were 
summarily thrown out. Local 
‘Christians Hate written several let- 

ters to the CM, but there has been 
‘| no response: one of the letters, sent 
on 15 October 1980 was from Mr 
Abashlom Masih, president of the 
Christian churches of north Bihar, 
West Champaran, Politicians have 
pointed out to the CM that this was 

ross injustice, but he has mot. 
othered. — і 
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Why did Dr Mishra 


e 


want to go tó Nepal? 


here are many reasons why a 

person sweltering in the hot 
winds of Patna might. want to go to 
Nepal in the month of May, The 
weather in Nepal is super, the sight- 
seeing excellent, and for those so 
inclined Kathmandu offers the only 
casino in the world where you can 
gamble in Indian rupees. These are 
&ood enoügh reasons for you and 
me: but why should a chief minister 
of Bihar suddenly want to go to 
Nepal, and without telling the gov- 
ernment of India about it? Not only 
that, why should he want to use his 
state plane to go there—and speci- 
fically demand that the plane not 
be stopped at Kathmandu but go 
directly to his final destination, 
Janakpur? 

We have obtained a copy of the 
message sent by Mr S.K. Chak- 
raverty, deputy resident commis- 
sioner at Delhi's Bihar Bhavan (a 
kind of ambassador for Bihar in 
Delhi), to Mr K.M. Thakur, secret- 
ary to the Bihar chief minister in 
Patna, on 11 May 1981. The mes- 
sage is numbered 1171/RC. This is 
what it says: *This refers to Shri 
Indukant Mishra additional private 
secretary to chief minister's talk on 
telephone with me regarding chief 
minister’s visit to Janakpur (in 
Nepal) Shri Mishra informed me 
that chief minister would like to fly 
to Janakpur on state plane on 12th 
May by 7.45 am from Darbhanga. 
Shri Mishra wanted me to get the 
clearance from DGCA for the flight 
and also to make arrangement for 
three cars and breakfast and lunch 
for 15 people courtesy Nepalese 
embassy. The matter was taken up 
with Shri V.N. Kapoor, DDG DGCA. 
He was not agreeable to direct 
flight to Janakpur and suggested 
flight route Patna-Kathmandu- 
Janakpur-Patna. DGCA however 
agreéd to direct landing at Janak- 
pur but when they contacted DGCA 
Kathmandu the latter did not agree 
and so it is finally decided that 
flight plan will be Patna- 
Kathmandu-Janakpur-Kathmandu- 
Patna. 

*Embassy of Nepal in New Delhi 
has passed on the message to Kath- 
mandu for making arrangements 
for three cars and breakfast and 
lunch etc for 15 persons at Janak- 
pur. Embassy of Nepal confirmed 
the arrangement at anakpur. 
However due to the flight plan 
approved which involves flight to 
Kathmandu, Embassy of Nepal is 
anxious to know whether state gov- 
ernment planes would land at Kath- 
mandu and then Janakpur or at 
Sitamarhi. District magistrate Dar- 
bhanga to please inform chief 
minister. Message ends.” 

In other words: Dr Jagannath 


fas that a 
Is Secretary, w 
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straight on to Janakpur, where he 
has some relatives, and completely 
avoid Kathmandu, which is where 
any passenger flying into Nepal has 
to land normally, since Kathmandu 
is the only international airport in 
Nepal with customs facilities etc. 
Why was Dr.Mishra so insistent 
upon avoiding Kathmandu? It 
should hardly have mattered, in the 
normal course, Even after Betting 
the message quoted above, Dr Mis: 
hra's secretary got in touch with rhe 
Nepal embassy in Delhi again to see 
whether it was possible to fly 
directly to Janakpur. But the 
Nepalese government, which ha pi- 
ly agreed to provide break ast, 
lunch and three cars, insisted that 
the chief minister's plane touch 
down at Kathmandu. And rather 
than conforming to this formality, 
Dr Mishra, who was so keen to go to 
Nepal on private work in his state 
lane, pre erred to cancel the trip. 
as he afraid that officials just 
might search his plane in Kathman- 
du and find something embarras: 
sing? In the meanwhile, our minis- 
try of external affairs had also got | 
to know about the incident, an: 
sought an explanation from Dr Mis- 
hra tor us ungane behaviour. ' 
reply they got was lame 
k i this h 
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JAGANNATH MISHRA tells SUNDAY 


ў iew was fixed for 8.15 рт on 
dhe Др at the chief minister's 
residence. “But he is flexible when it 
comes to timings," we-were told by his 
press adviser, D. D. Sinha, who has 
worked as a journalist in The Indian 
Nation and as a PRO in TISCO. 
Flexible the chief minister was. The 
interview began after 9 p.m. 

Dr Jagannath Mishra's office is in a 
large room in his residence at 2, 
Circular Road. Near the door is a 
framed quotation from his party chief, 
Mrs Indira Gandhi: *Needs of the 
many must prevail over those of the 
few.” { 

Behind his desk is a huge fireplace, 
now unused. Over the fireplace is a 

‘portrait of Dr Mishra's eldest brother 

and former union railway minister, the 
late Lalit Narayan Mishra. In front of 
the fireplace is a low table with three 
telephones—two green and one black. 
Beside the table is a TV set. On all four 
walls of the airconditioned room are 
~: photographs of gods and goddesses— 
Lakshmi, Saraswati, Durga and Shiva. 
The room is lit by two powerful table- 
lamps. Prominently displayed on the 
table are two framed photographs— 
one of Mrs Gandhi and Sanjay Gandhi 
_Sharing food, and the other of Mrs 
‘Gandhi garlanding the portrait of Lalit 
Narayan Mishra. There are very few 
Papers or files on the table, but there 
are three paperweights with Ashoka 
emblems. Dr Mishra walks in with a 
couple of ministers in tow, all 
discussing the reshuffle. 

e is wearing a milk-white 
kurta and dhoti and a check Jawahar: 
Coat. After he dismisses the ministers 
and the officers crowding the room, 


the interview begins: 

. How did you come into politics? 
Q. À: I was first in university 
politics and became a member of the 
university senate and syndicate in 
1966, when I was a teacher in Bihar 

_ University. I contested the election to 
the Bihar Legislative Council in 1968. I 
have been very involved in politics. In 
1972, I contested the Assembly 
elections. 

* О: Were you a Congress candidate in 
1968? 

A: No. I was an independent 
candidate but the Congress supported 
me. The Congress did not put up any 
candidate. My opponent was a СР. 
sponsored candidate, P. N. Mehta. 

О: Did your family own a lot of land? 

À: Yes. We were landed people and 
zamindars. 

Q: Can we say that you come from a 
fairly affluent family? 

À: Yes, of course. 

Q: How much land do you have now? 

A: My father had 2,000 acres. Now 
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we have land up to the ceiling limit. | 


Domain. UP State Museum, Hazratganj. Lucknow 


My elder brother (L. N. Mishra) Sold 
most of our land to finance his politics. 

О: What do your other brothers do» 
Do they look after the land? 

A: Yes. ] 

О: Do your brothers stay in Balua 

zar? : 1 à 
B. One brother,Mrityunjoy Narayan 
Mishra, just older than me, is in 
Saharsa. He too is in the Congress (I). 

Q: Is he, incidentally, the director of 
three government-sponsored Organis- 
ations? 

A: He is the member of only two 
organisations—Biscomaun (Bihar State 
marketing cooperative union) and the 
Bihar Financial Corporation. 

Q: In May 1974, you had made a 
statement that you wanted to leave 
politics. Why did you say so? 

A: Due to circumstances. I am an 
university man. I am a teacher. I 
joined active politics not by choice but 
was forced to do so by circumstances. I 
still have an interest in academics and 
maintain links with the: university, I 
am still guiding my students for their 
Ph.D. degrees: nine students have got 
Ph.Ds under my guidance. Even today 
I am guiding some students in 
Muzaffarpur and Patna. ' 

Q: How do you find time to teach? 

A: Somehow, I make time. 

Q: Talking about Ph.Ds, we have 
been told that your Ph.D. thesis was 
written by someone else. Dr 
Hargovind Singh’s name often comes 
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On 16 March, 32 dissident Congress 
(Т) MLAs presented a memorandum 
to Mrs Gandhi. The reason: they 
wanted a change of leadership in 
the state. Dr Mishra, they said, had 
become synonymous with corrup: 
tion, nepotism ; inefficiency and 
was ruining the name of the Con- 
gress (I). Though Mrs Gandhi gave 
them a patient hearing, she was 
firm on one point: they should not 
air their views in public. SUNDAY 
has, however, managed to get a 
copy of the memorandum excerpts 
from which we reproduce below. 
OThe entire ministry was chosen by 
him. The executive of the legisla- 
ture party and the office-bearers 
are all on his side. The speaker and 
the chairman of the Assembly were 
chosen without consulting the 
members of the legislature party. 
This is the party members! constitu- 
tional right. Further, the legisla- 
ture party does not discuss ques 
tions of principle or matters. of the 


state. ы: 


cabinet. The chief minister hole. 


peo: 


lacks foresight. The common ent 


ple have a low regard for mos 


a few active ministers but the one 
minister does not trust them, T. 
chief minister takes a personal 1 
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charges 


Corruption is a part 


of national life 


up in this regard. Could you please 
clarify? 3 

A: I got my Ph.D in 1964 when I had 
nothing to do with politics. The 
allegation (that Dr Singh wrote my 


thesis) is unwarranted. І have been . 


with the university for 15 years. As 
others have done their research, I did 
mine. It is an accident that I am in 
politics. My academic career cannot be 
lowered by this mean politics. 

Q: But was Dr Hargovind Singh, at 
any time, your teacher? 

A: He was my teacher in MA and my 
research guide. 

Q: There are quite a few other 
stories doing the rounds. One is that 
Singh helped you, and you rewarded 
him by getting him elected as a MLC. 
We have been told that you 
promulgated an ordinance to make 
him the director of an institute. 

A: These are all absurd stories. 

Q: Do you find it difficult to be both 
a CM and a family man? 

A: I manage somehow or the other. 

Q: ae many children do you have? 

: Six. 


terest in transfers, postings, promo- 
tions, etc., and changes his orders 
frequently. 

OIncapable people have been 
chosen to head boards, corpora- 
tions and committees. Persons who 
have in the past Lok Sabha and 
Assembly elections worked against 
the Congress have been made 
directors of boards. The chief 
minister has made his own candi- 
dates presidents, vice-presidents 
and members of the Zilla 
Parishads. Some who had been sus- 
pended by the AICC(I) have been 
given posts of presidents and vice- 
presidents of the Zilla Parishads. 
OCorruption is rampant in the gov- 
ernment. Transfers, postings, etc. 
are openly bought and sold. High- 
ups in the government and the 
services are involved. The law and 
order situation in the state is bad. 
Loots, dacoities, murders are every- 
day happenings in buses and trains. 
The CM has made money the basis 
of politics in the state. Money is 
collected for various purposes (pre- 
sumably .for the party) but no 
accounts are maintained, The party 
elected Dr Jagannath Mishra as the 
chlef minister so that he would 
work for the good of the state and 
party. Unfortunately, he has mis- 
used his powers to strengthen his 
caucus and enhance his image. 


Q: Do you manage to pay much 
attention to them? 

A: My wife looks after them. 

Q: Your eldest son is... 

A: Sanjib. He is doing his first year 
BSc in Delhi, after doing an year’s 
engineering course in Bangalore. My 
second and third sons are Manish and 
Animesh. They are both in school in 
Patna. ^ 

Q: Amd your daughters? 

À: One of them is married. One has 
just passed her BA (Honours) and the 
other has passed her Matric. 

Q: Coming to your daughter, there 
seems to be a lot of controversy about 
a statement made by the Patna 
University Students Union president... 

A: Shouldn't a politician's children 
study? These comments are very mean 
and bad. 

Q: The VC has said there will be an 
enquiry into this year's examinations. 
Is this related to the controversy over 
your daughter's coming second in the 
BA (Honours) examinations? 

A: No. 

Q: It is even being said that actually 
your daughter came first in the 
university and you ordered that she be 
placed second, to avoid the impression 


that her marks had been rigged. Is this- 


true? 

A: (Laughing). Why should I do 
that? I don't know where she studies 
or what she does. 

Q: She must have received some 
help and guidance from you in her 
studies? 2 

A: No, not from me. My wife is also 
an economics honours graduate. She 
passed her BA (Honours) in 1964. In 
fact, my whole family is into 
economics. My elder brother, Mr L. N. 
Mishra, was also an economist. 

Q: Do you find Bihar a difficult state 
to administer? 

A: The state is'politically difficult to 
run. It is a most challenging job. 
Poverty and backwardness are the 
‘main challenges. 

Q: What are  Bihar's 
problems? 

A: Bihar has remained poor 
although it has tremendous natural 
resources. 

Q: How do you explain the fact that 
although Bihar has over 40 per cent of 
the country’s resources, it is among the 
poorest states in the country? 

A: Because there is a lack of 
determination and strong political 
action. : 

Q: Do.you think that the situation 
has improved since you took over? 

A: It is improving) And I have every 
hope that this will continue. 

Q: Everyone hears a lot about 


special 


‘corruption in Bihar. We have heard 


about corruption from some of your 
inisters. 

js Where is there no corruption? 

Corruption is a part of nationa ч 

and it id all over the country. 

somebody says this only about Bihar it 

is wrong and unfair, What about the 


` other states? In Bihar, there have been 


no scandals in the past one year. In the 
last year, there has not been a single 
instance of a scandal that the 


. 77. If I was involved why should I do _ 


I don't know wha 
dissidentis — 


combined opposition has been able to 
put up in the House. I don't see where 
the corruption is. You cannot go on _ 
hearsay.. ELS. 
О: A case that is often cited as an =" 
example of corruption, in which your ~ 
name figures prominently, is the Patna | 
Urban Bank case. i 
A: That was an absurd and 
politically motivated case. It was I who 
had ordered the prosecution in 1976- 


so? : 

О: Wil your government take a 
stern view if corruption charges — 
against anyone are substantiated? ~~ 

A: That we have already taken—43 
engineers have been suspended on 
corruption charges. Bihar is the first 
state where ministers have to submit 
details about their assets and | 
liabilities. Bihar is the only state | 
where Lokayuktas have been 
‘established which have Ше. 
jurisdiction to ро into details of any _ 
allegations against any ministers. Now _ 
itis upto the people. I have challenges 0 
the opposition parties in the Assembly _ 
to come forward with any charges of © 
corruption against any minister... 

О: Some of your partymen have і 
submitted a memorandum to Mrs 
Gandhi against you. Ў i 

A: I don’t know. ^ 
Q: There are dissidents, aren't 
there? i 

A: There are no dissidents. It is only | 
in newspapers that you read about ей 
dissidents. I don't know what a ~ 
dissident is. (For me) there is only one .— 
party and one leader: Mrs Indira. _ 
Gandhi. The people have not voted us 
(to power) they all voted for Mrs 
Indira Gandhi. It is not physically 
possible for her to run all the states 
personally and so somebody else із — 
running the states..Who, indeed, is $^ 
Ja fonna Mishra? He is just her loyal $25 
soldier. 

Q: Do оц still enjoy the confidence 
of Mrs Gandhi? 

A: Without that I can't continue: 
even for a minute. Why should I? It is 
her party. The people have voted for | 
her. Only if I enjoy her confidence I $ 
can continue, If not, I must go. After 53 
all, the people have voted for Indira ~ 
Gandhi and nobody else. Not | 
LEE Mishra, or anybody. І enjoy  - 
: e соода 0 Be electorate as 
ong as I enjoy the confidence dud 
ne cena | af x 

+ You are wearing a number of 
ringe. Is there any significance of к 


: It is the individual's faith, — 
: Do you believe in astrology? 
: I believe in God: 

* And the rings... | 

: (Laughs) ——— 


n 1971, Mr Nawal Kishore Sinha 

MLA, founded the Patna Urban 
Coopérative Bank (PUCB) and be- 
came its chairman. The bank needed 
funds and Mr Sinha thought that his 
friend Dr Jagannath Mishra, who had 
found a place in Abdul Ghafoor's 
cabinet as the minister for power, 
irrigation and cooperation could 
help. He was right. The government 
invested Rs 100,000 in the bank by 
purchasing its shares; the State 
Cooperative Bank advanced a loan of 
Rs 600,000; and several state govern- 
ment undertakings, like the Bihar 
State Electricity Board, the Agri- 
cultural Marketing Board and the 
Agro-Industries Corporation opened 
accounts with the PUCB. : 

The bank however fell foul with 
the Reserve Bank of India almost the 
day it was born. Three years later, in 
1974, the RBI ordered an examina- 
tion of the bank's accounts and disco- 
vered that all its transactions had not 
been according to the rules. In one 
instance, the PUCB had advanced a 
loan of Rs 15,000 to Mr Krishna 
Singh, a friend of Dr Mishra, on his 
pledging Patna's Gandhi Maidan ‘(a 
public property where political ral- 
lies are normally held) and the Patna 
railway junction, as security. 
| Expectedly, the RBI prescribed 
| legal action against top bank offi- 
/ cials: the chairman Nawal Kishore 

Sinha, the secretary K. P. Gupta, the 

manager S. A. Haideri, and the PA to 

the chairman A. K. Singh. It even 
asked for the liquidation of the bank. 
Following this, the state government 
asked its vigilance and the coopera- 
tive departments to look into the 
affairs of the bank. Their inquiries 
also proved that some of the bank's 
transactions had, indeed, been 
irregular. The then chief minister, 
Mr Ghafoor, ordered the prosecution 
of the bank officials. 

The cooperative department 
appointed a special prosecutor and a 
FIR was drawn up. But, curiously, no 
case was filed. In May 1975, when Dr 
Mishra became the chief minister, 
one of the first attacks he faced in 
the Assembly from the o position 
was over his involvment in the Urban 

Bank. Members demanded an inves- 
tigation and the CM finally relented: 
the Assembly's Estimates Committee 
would go into the matter. The com- 
mittee, in its report, advised also that 
some PUCB officials be prosecuted 
against. The state government did 
prosecute the bank officials, but 
spared Nawal Kishore Sinha. 

The vigilance department, howev- 
er, insisted that Nawal Kishore Sinha 
too be prosecuted. It was then that 
the IG (vigilance) Mr Ambika Prasad 
Sinha was suddenly transferred, 
However, in March 1977, as the state . 
came under the President’s Rule, the 
Governor, Mr Jagannath Kaushal 
brought back Mr A. P. Sinha to his 


The CM who declared 
himself ‘Not guilty’ 


former post, and he promptly started 
criminal cases against Nawal Kishore 
Sinha. In the course of the investiga- 
tions, Mr K. P. Gupta, the PUCB 
secretary, turned approver and 
stated that Nawal Kishore Sinha had 
withdrawn Rs 500,000 from the 
PUCB for Dr Mishra and the amount 
had been deposited in Dr Mishra's 
account at the Central Bank of India, 
Dak Bungalow Road, Patna. Dr Mis- 
hra was thus implicated in the case 
(case no 9 dated 1 February 1978, 
court of chief judicial magistrate, 
Patna). 

Dr. Mishra, then moved the Patna 
High Court for anticipatory bail. Re- 
jecting application, Mr Justice Uday 
Sinha observed on 13 February 1978: 
“The petitioner (Dr Mishra) was 
chief minister of the state and should. 
have been a more responsible per- 
son. His conduct should have been, 
like Caesar's wife, above suspi- 
cion...If a lenient view of the matter 
is taken the conduct of the petitioner 
will be a Magna Carta to the entire 
services in the state. If the chief 
minister can take bribe, why should 
not other members of the services?... 


With villagers : plea of ‘not guilty 
3 TEY "d 


Judge: "The case 
against the petition- 
er (Dr Mishra) has 
not been instituted 
out of political ven- 
detta." 

Dr Mishra: "it 
has" (claiming 
which, he withdrew 
the case against 
himself!) 
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I do not see how a chief minister can 
set an example of integrity to the 
civil services.” He also observed: “It 
is obvious that the petitioner was 
providing a cover to corruption by 
shielding Nawal Kishore Sinha.” 

Dr Mishra then moved the Sup. 
reme Court for bail and got it on 20 
February 1978. But the court stipu- 
lated that “the petitioner will be 
enlarged on bail furnishing his own 
bond and of two sureties of Rs 50,000 
to the chief judicial magistrate, Pat- 
na.” Meanwhile, the vigilance de- 
partment formally presented charges 
against Dr Mishra and others before 
the chief judicial magistrate (CJM) 
Patna and the hearings began on 21 
November '79. The case however, 
was prolonged as both the defence 
and the prosecution asked for succes- 
sive adjournments (in all, the case 
was adjourned on 13 occasions). 
Commenting on this, the CJM said on 
25 September 1980. “It is unfortun- 
ate that such an important case in 
which ex-chief minister who is now 
the chief minister of the state is an 
accused for the offence under sec- 
tions 420, 466, 471, 109, 120B IPC and 
under section 5(2) of Prevention of 
Corruption Act read with section 5(1) 
(a) (b), and (c) of the Prevention of 
Corruption Act is being neglected by 
the state and no prosecutor is pro- 
vided to work on behalf of the state... 
It is really a mockery of prosecution 
in the circumstances in which it is 
being pursued." 

Ever since he became chief minis- 
ter again, in 1980, Dr Mishra had 
been trying hard to get the case 
withdrawn. The reason he advanced 
was that the case was politically 


that the prosecution was actually 
ordered when Dr Mishra himself was 
a cabinet minister. The IG (vigi 
lance), Mr A. P. Sinha, however was 
reluctant to’ withdraw the case. On 
his retirement on 1 June 1980, Mr 
Sudhist Narayan Sinha became the 
IG (vigilance). He, too, was unwilling 
to oblige the CM. Mr Sinha was, 
therefore, transferred to the in- 
nocuous post of the chairman of the 
police building construction corpora- 
tion. It was clearly a punishment 
transfer for Mr Sudhist Sinha. He: 
was replaced by a more pliable Mr 
Shivaji Prasad Singh. 

The rest was a formality. Mr Singh; 
on assuming office, recommende 
the withdrawal of the case; he said 
he too believed that it was “political- 


.ly motivated." And this despite the | 


fact that Justice Uday Sinha of Patna 
High Court had specifically said that 
"the case against the petitioner (Dr 
Mishra) has not been instituted out 
of political vendetta." Only recently 
the Bihar government formally drop- 
ped the charges against the bank 
officials. Everyone, therefore, 
escaped. 


motivated—disregarding the fact. 
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[ is a peculiar thing. The moment 
you are sworn in as chief minister, 
you are surrounded by hordes of 
people whom you have never seen 
before. They carry garlands and they 
proclaim earnestly and loudly that 
they are your friends. The truth is, 
they are not. 

These people are the flatterers 
who will flock around you as long as. 
you are in power—and not a day 
longer. They are the hangers-on, the 
chamchas. Being human, one tends to 
get carried away rather easily by 
their protestations of friendship and, 
the temptation that they signify. Af- 
ter some time one gets so used to 
their presence that it becomes diffi- 
cult to live without them. 

Your real friends, the people who 
really care for you, fade out. Only 
their pride prevents them from com- 
ing to your aid, even if they can see 
that you are being misled. However, 
although they remain aloof, they re- 
main eager for details about their 
onetime friend and are keen to see 
whether he still remembers them or 
not. Meanwhile, the chief minister, 
surrounded by the inevitable band of 
flatterers, has very little time for this 
loyal band of old friends. As time 
passes, the gap between the chief 
minister and his true comrades 
widens and soon a time approaches 
when there is no one he can turn to 
for help. 

During my own tenure as chief 
minister, not many people dared 
offer me bribes. The same week I 
assumed office I made it clear to my 
partymen that I would not oblige 
anyone who came to me with re- 
quests for favours, unless it con- 
cerned them or their close relatives. 
This was the only concession I made, 

In this context I cannot help recall- 
ing an incident which shows how a 
chief minister, despite the best inten- 
tions, can be made use of. When I was 
in power it was brought to my notice 
that a certain police official had 
amassed a vast fortune. It was ob- 
vious that he could not have done so 
unless he was taking bribes, so I 
accordingly ordered: his suspension. 


The police official in question then. 


tried every means possible to get the 
suspension order revoked. Some- 
times he would arrange it so that a 
mutual acquaintance was seated 
next to me on a flight so as to plead 
his case. Another time, I faced a 
unique situation during a by-election 
that I was contesting. The suspended 
official visited my constituency and 
persuaded all voters belonging to his 
caste to demand the withdrawal of 
his suspension order as the price for 
their support. Even this did not work, 
so he tried getting the ear of some 
important partymen in order to 
plead his case. Finally, one of the 


How a CM is corrupted 


By ABDUL GHAFOOR, former chief minister of Bihar 


MLAs from my etg. SPEDIRE «tat 


“WHYS WAVY 


Abdul Ghafoor . 


my chamber and said that the mar- 
riage of his only sister had been 
arranged with the brother of the 
suspended police officer. He added 
that the marriage would only be 
solemnised if I revoked the suspen- 
sion order. This move, he explained, 
would save him paying a dowry. 

I felt genuinely sorry for the MLA 
and told him that I would rescind the 
order if it helped him. As he was 
leaving the room, I told him that I 
wanted to be completely convinced 
that the marriage had been settled 
before I actually withdrew the order. 
Accordingly, he showed up a couple 
of days later with a wedding invita- 
tion and this set my conscience at 
rest. 

Sometime later, a former chairman 
of the Bihar Legislative Council 
came to visit me and while we were 
talking he picked up the invitation. 
He jumped up from his seat im- 
mediately and blurted out “Ghafoor 
Sahab, what are you up to?” I was 
nonplussed till he explained that the 
MLA in question did not have a 


sister. . 
So for the moment, I kept the 


wedding card and my order aside. 
After a few days the MLA came to me 
to find out what I had done about the 
suspension order. There were some 
other people in my room. I sent them 
out and bolted the door. Now the 
MLA was alone in the room with me. 
I took out the ‘сага and my order. I 
told him I was going to call the IG to 
find out if the card was genuine. As 
soon as I picked up my telephone to 
call the IG, the MLA fell down at my 
feet asking me to forgive him ' 
Here is another example. This in- 
volves the present Bihar chief minis- 
ter, Dr Jagannath Mishra, himself. 
He was then the minister of irriga- 
tion and electricity in my cabinet. 


Dr Mishra has ac- 
quired the knack of 
selecting corrupt 

officers. . 


. appointed chairman of the Tubewell 


"inappropriate. But as Dr Mishra in- 


One day he brought a note on which | _ 
was scribbled a name: Nawal Kishore | ^ 
Sinha. He wanted Mr Sinha to be 


Corporation. Knowing Mr Sinha’s 
antecedents I told Dr Mishra that the E 
choice of Mr Sinha would be most Et 


sisted and as it was his first request 
to me, I yielded. Later events, howev- 
er,-proved how right I was about Mr 
Sinha, whose name figured promin- 
ently in a series of scandals. 

No regime can claim to have been 
wholly free from corruption: not 
even mine. One can assume K. B. 
Sahay's regime (a former chief minis- 
ter of Bihar from 1963-67 who had to 
face an inquiry commission on cor- 
ruption charges) as a landmark, for 
that was when corruption became 
institutionalised; now it is even re- 
spectable. Everyone in the state 
knows that no work can be done 
without paying a bribe—whether it is 
in the secretariat or in the offices. 
Ministers openly take money for 
transfers and postings. Bribes are 
prevalent in every department. A 
small example will illustrate this. A 
road near the CM's Patna residence, 
was recently constructed. It is offi- 
cially repaired every year-not once 
but thrice a year. About two and a 
half months ago, I saw repair work 
going оп and the road is still in a | 
very bad shape. Obviously, the 
money spent on it must be going into 
someone's pocket. 

In the PWD, for example, it is an 
admitted fact that more than 50 per 
cent of the money is diverted to- 
wards ‘non-building.” What I mean is 
that a lot of money sweetens the 
palms of engineers and the contract- 
awarding authorities. Thus it is not 
without reason that people complain 
that the ministers áre corrupt. 

It is generally believed that the 
recent reshuffle in the cabinet is to 
muffle the criticism about corruption 
as it came in the wake of consistent 
complaints by many about the cor- 
ruption of the ministers. But can a 
leopard change its spots? Can the i 
reshuffle cure the ministers? The 
persons are the same and their habits. 
will remain with them. Now a stage 
has been reached where palliatives 
are not likely to work. And frankly, I 
doubt whether there is anyone in 
Bihar who can set things right. 

Dr Mishra is young and a compara- 
tive newcomer to politics. I had 
warned him of chamchas and I had 
advised him to encourage honest 
officers. But it seems that my advice 
has fallen on deaf ears. I am sorry 
say that Dr Mishra has acqui 
knack of selecting and. 
corrupt officers to run 
ments. And so we a 
corrupt mini: a 
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Will Rajiv Gandhi | 
be education ministe 


From our Delhi bureau 


Till the moment of writing, no final decision had 
been taken on whether Rajiv Gandhi will officially 
join the government or not, though the education 

ministry was being considered seriously as the job 
for him. One important reason for this was that 
Rajiv Gandhi could then take direct charge of the 
Asian Games, and use his influence and abilities to 
stave off what could so easily become a disaster. 

After all, if the Asian Games flops India will lose 

more than money; it will lose face. 


Problem: The chequered career of the Asian Games project 
seems once more to have taken a turn towards disaster— 
and there is no longer either time or scope for excuses. 
Wanted: A leader, with a team which can provide the 
muscle and the management needed to rescue what could 
be the biggest flop we have ever known. 

Bright Idea: Get Rajiv Gandhi, 


wo separate lines on two separate graphs seem, 
curiously, to be heading towards each other: the 
downward curve charting the fiasco of the Asian 
Games project, and the upward curve tracing the 
Чы rise of Rajiv Gandhi’s importance in national 
affairs. With hardly a year now to go before the Asian: 
Games are due to start, as basic a thing as the architect’s 
P DD Ot the stadium roof has been found to be faulty. It 
will be, y any standards, a tough job to get everything 
ready in time—even with sections of the Games being 
parcelled off to other cities (Calcutta is likely to get some 
football, for instance). And Rajiv Gandhi has now reached a 
point in his political career where he must raise his public 
profile, where he must manage a show successfully to 
provide evidence to the people that he too can get things 
done—to run an Asian Games which works, if you like. 
Therefore: he could become the education minister (with- 
out cabinet status), and devote himself totally to the Games 
(they come technically under the education ministry) 
leaving other aspects of the job to his co-minister апо ‹ 
elderly relative Mrs Sheila Kaul (the Congress(I) MP from 
Lucknow), who is now minister of state for education. 

So many birds would be killed with that one stone. Rajiv 
Gandhi would begin to acquire experience with the 
bureaucracy, he would formally enter government—this 
would be ideal ‘management trainee’ spell obligatory for 
the larger tasks he surely has in mind for himself Not onl 
that, management of the Asian Games sounds like a 800 
reason to enter the government: in any case, it sounds 
better than untramelled nepotism. 

The Asian Games for 1982 were awarded to Delhi during 
Mrs Gandhi's first long spell as Prime Minister, But the 
decision came during her “evil days"—in 1976, during the 
Emergency. Ill fortune dogged that decision. The Janata 
came to power, and forgot that something like the Asian 


Indoor stadium being constructed for the Asian Games 
20 : 
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Games had been assured to the rest of Asia. Then in 1979, 
an organising committee was set up under Vijay Kumar 
Malhotra, and he submitted contingency plans keeping in 
mind the lack of time and resources. He visualised mini- 
mum construction and maximum renovation of existing 
facilities and infrastructure. 

But then Morarji Desai fell, and in came Charan Singh's 
government, and the Prime Minister of rural India im- 
mediately denounced the Games as an extravagance. If 
work on the Asian Games did not come to a complete full 
stop, at least a very heavy semi colon was placed on 
progress. 

Then we saw Mrs Gandhi's victory. V.K.Malhotra a BJP 
leader, was sacked. A site for extensive construction was 
selected at Rai in Haryana after the personal intervention 
of Sanjay Gandhi. Land was earmarked for various pro- 
jects; tenders were floated. Sanjay Gandhi died. 

Now Vidya Charan Shukla entered the scene; he became 
chairman of the special organising committee. Tenders 
were awarded. Suddenly people seemed to realise that 
there was not much time left. And by now the Games were 
demanding not merely sports complexes but, according to 


the new managers, new roads and a whole infrastructure of | 


hotels and hostels. The plans were burgeoning at an 
alarming rate, and since everyone was in a hurry, money 
was disappearing at an even more alarming rate. (Things 
have come to such a pass that Mrs Gandhi herself, who has 
been ‘such a votary of the Games, recently admitted 
publicly that if she had to take a decision on the Games all 
over again, she would now say no. But then the commitment 
had been made and it would have to be met.) 

But before Shukla could really become effective, he fell 
out of favour: he lost both his ministry and his managership 
of the Games. Buta Singh took over. Buta Singh had had 
‘some experience in sports, having been president of the 
Amateur Athletics Federation, and he understood sports 
well enough to appreciate the complexity of the require- 
ments. The pace of work was speeded up. But how fast 
could it go? And what was to be done about the enormous 
problems—almost havoc—that the constructions were caus- 
ing? What more can one say than state that Delhi began to 
look like Calcutta, with al? the digging going on. All the 
hurry at the initial stage was also extracting its price. 
Designs were found to be faulty; according to some insiders 
even flyovers are not reaching precisely where they were 
meant to reach. The authorities arbitrarily began uprooting 
the capital's beautiful trees before an uproar halted the 
massacre of greenery. The swamps created by the digging 
have become mosquito breeding grounds; there are strange 
diseases now sweeping the city. Delhi is paying a heavy 
price for the luxury of the Games. 

Then came a stunning blow which jolted everyone. It'was 
discovered that the design of the roofs ofgthe indoor 
stadium and the indoor swimming pool were faulty, due to 


mistakes made by the architect. A consultant was flown in 

from London, and he suggested major structural changes in | 
the roof. The government can barely afford the additional | 
expense and the extra time. And this stadium is the heart of | 


the Games. : 
The time had clearly come for something drastic. In 


addition to all this, the opposition—particularly the Lok | 


Dal, and even more particularly the eloquent George 


Fernandes—had been waging a sustained campaign against | 


the Asian.Games, calling it a vast waste of money and 
resources (like cement, steel etc). There was little doubt 


that large sums of money were being spent: the final cost | 


could go up to.Rs 1,100 crores, according to some estimates 
of overall expenditure. If, on top of this, the Games are a 
fiasco it will severely damage the credibility of Mrs 
Gandhi's government, It will be labeled a government 
which spends rather than works. E 
The final decision may not be so much in Mrs Gandhi's 
hands as in Rajiv Gandhi's. Even after his election to the 
Lok Sabha he has preferred to take what is (purely 
comparatively) a back seat. He has a little more than three 
years before the next national elections to the Lok Sabha, 


and presumably he would like to inform the country about | 


his worth within this period. It will be a bit of a gamble for 


sitting in a corner. 
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The curious case of 
the Muslim 


who 


became a 


Hin C д uU 


1 imi е g f the Nawab of 
t a 24-year-old Muslim, claiming to be grandson of th lawab 
Dub eet a Hind u at a highly-publicised ceremony in Delhi attended by 
senior represen tatives of the RSS, BJP and Arya Samaj. A day later there was muc h 
embarrassment when it was discovered that he was no legitimate relation of the 


Nawab. ANIL SAARI met him in 


he RSS, the BJP, the Akhand 
Bharat movement, the Arya 
Samaj, and orthodox Hindu- 
ism in general won a new 
protagonist on Sunday 30 Au- 
gust. That was the day on which a 
24-year-old man called Dr Rafat 


Akhlaque, a registered homeopath, ~ 


not only became a Hindu but also 

swore to become a pracharak of the 

Hindu religion and the RSS. He was 

converted at the Arya Samaj Mandir 

in Kirti Nagar, New Delhi in front of a 

thousand-odd people. Among the not- 

ables there were Mahashay Dharam 

Pal, well-known leader of the Arya 

Samaj, Mr K. Narendra, the better 

known editor of the daily Pratap, and 

a couple of local BJP leaders. Five 

hundred people had been invited to 

Witness the conversion; more than 

twice the number came—the prasad 

пршей by the new Hindu fell 
Short. Rafat Akhlaque’s new name 
became Dr Anand Suman. 

Dr Suman’s new mission in life, he 
told this correspondent in an inter- 
view, was clear: “I will go back to the 
people and reconvert all those who 

ecame Muslims, along with my ances- 
tor, during the time of Bahadur Shah 
Zafar.” ; 

And he has strong views on politics 
‘too: “I will support the BJP and make 
Shri Atal Behari Vajpayee the Prime 
Minister,” he says. How exactly will he 
do that, which so many others have 
tried to do and failed? “I want to 
challenge the political parties which 
think they сап survive on Muslim 
vote-banks. This is no longer possible. 
Up to now the Hindu was divided; I 
will unite them.” And after he brings 
about the unity Shri Vajpayee will 
become Prime Minister (until then, 
presumably, Mrs Gandhi is safe). 

However, more logical is the fact 
that Akhlaque, or Suman, had an un- 

happy childhood largely because of 
the 

Dr K. Akhlaque, who died in 1980. 
This overactive doctor had five wives, 
and this turned his son off against both 


24 


icentious behaviour of his father, _ 


his father and the religion: which per- 
mitted more than one, wife. More 
dramatic was that one of Anand Su- 
man’s mothérs was quite young. He 
was sent to boarding schood at an 
early age, and has lived most of his life 
in hostels. His father was a successful 
doctor in Sambhal, and later the son 
emulated his father and became a 
doctor of homeopathy himself. It was 
during his student days that he came 
in touch ‘with Mr Manphool Singh 
Diwakar, an RSS leader of Sambhal (in 
Moradabad district)—Diwakar, in fact, 
was a tutor to Suman’s younger sister. 
However Diwakar taught Rafat alias 
Anand.Suman a love for the RSS: “The 


Rafat Akhlaque alias Anand Suman 


ZL 


Delhi and the Chhataris in Aligarh to report, 


Sangh (RSS) is the only organisation 
which works for the nation.” 

But it was not his conversion on 30 
August which created as much sensa- 
tion as Dr Suman’s claim that he was a 
grandson of the Nawab of Chhatari 
and a former-member of the Students 
Islamic Movement (an offshoot of the 
Jamaat-e-Islami). He claimed that he 
had been turned off the Students Isla- 
mic Movement (of which he claimed to 
have been president) after they swore 
at a secret conclave in Hyderabad to 
create an Islamic republic in India. 
Ore of the most distinguished fami- 

lies of UP, the house of the Nawab 
of Chhatari, Said-ul-Mulk Colonel 
Hafiz Nawab Sir Ahmad Said Khan, 
was waiting in August for a new mem- 
ber to join the family: one of the young 
brides in,the house was expecting. But 
before she gave birth to a healthy girl, 
the Chhatari household found itself 
saddled with another “member” of the 
family: That was when Dr Rafat Akhla- 
que, or Dr Anand Suman, claimed that 
he was the grandson of the 39-year-old 
Nawab of Chhatari. (Chhatrai is an 
estate in Bulandshahr district where 
the family owns farms, they were once 
the zamindars.) ; 
The Nawab of Chhatari is no ordin- 
ary nawab or ‘rajwada’, and Sir Ahmad 
Said Khan's family is so well known in 
political, educational and social circles. 


that no legitimate grandson can sud _ 


denly emerge: all the children of the 
family are known to a large circle 0 

people. The Nawab's family itself con: 
siders the whole thing to be a joke 
The Nawab’s third son, Ibne Sal 

Khan, waving his hands delicately 
around his eyes, told us in Aligarh on 

September, “Duniya mein tamashey 
hote rahte hain. Ek yeh bhi tamasha 
tha (Life is full of tamashas and jokes 
this is one more of them). We are оя 
brothers and by God's grace all of Ч 
are alive. No son of the Nawab Б 
is dead. The name Akhlaque does nm 
run in our family. The Nawab Sahe d 
uses.'Said' and his name is Ahme 
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Said Khan. 'Said' is attached to the 
names of all the children of our family. 
This boy may be originally thakur by 
caste like us, but that does not make 
him one of us. I only wish to stress that 
he is not a member of my family. He is 
not my son, he is not my nephew, and 
he is not my brother." At the same 
time he insisted again and again that 
neither he nor any other member of 
the family had any comment to make 
about Dr Rafat Akhlaque's conversion 
to Hinduism, or to his motive in claim- 
ing to be a grandson of the Nawab of 
Chhatari. 

Similarly, the president of the Stu- 
dents Islamic Movement, a youth wing 
of the Jamaate-Islami Hind, Dr M. 
Zaki Kirmani denied on 31 August that 
Dr Rafat Akhlaque was ever president 
of the Students Islamic Movement. 
Sources close to the Jamaat told this 
correspondent that they had never 
heard of Dr Akhlaque before. They 
also pointed out that the SIM was not 
founded in 1977, as claimed by Dr 
Rafat Akhlaque, but in 1974 at Ali- 
garh. 

Even a BJP luminary in Delhi 
seemed embarrassed by the con- 
troversy created by Dr Rafat Akhla- 
que's claim to the Chhatari family. 
Insisting that his name should not be 
mentioned, he confessed that too 
much had been made of this conver- 
sion to Hinduism. Nor did he have 
anything to say about the boy's claim 
to the Nawab of -Chhatari’s family 
beyond saying that Dr Rafat Akhlaque 
had said he was being disowned be- 
cause of property quarrels. Dr Akhla- 
que or Anand Suman himself could not 
be contacted on 2 September when we 
wanted to talk with him once again 
and ask about the Chhatari family's 
denial of any relationship with him. 

Dr Rafat Akhlaque’s family comes 
from Shekoopur, in Bulandshahr dis- 
trict. His father had once taken a shop 
on rent at Chhatari from the Nawab’s 
family, and ran a clinic there. It was 
not very successful, and he moved to 
Sambhal where h had more luck as a 
medical practioner. A munshi of the 
Nawab’s household told us that they 
had learnt that the boy’s mother was a 
pathan and not a rajput (thakur), but 
there was hardly any contact between 
the Chhatari family and the Akhla- 
ques after the latter had moved to 
Sambhal. . 

Mr Ibne Said Khan, the Nawab’s son 
who looks after the family estate, said 
that Dr Rafat Akhlaque claimed that 
his family had become Muslims during 
the time of the Mughal emperor Baha- 
dur Shah Zafar. The Chhatari family, 
on the other hand, “became Muslims 
at the time of Jehangir, who was 
secular, mind you. I am saying Jehan- 
gir was secular because his mother was 
a Hindu (Jodha Bai) and his first wife 
was also a Hindu rajput. Now there is a 
very long:gap between Jehangir and 
Bahadur Shah Zafar. But I do want to 
say once again that I am not saying 
anything about Dr Rafat Akhlaque's 
change of faith. That is his personal 
choice. A person has the right to join 
the fold of any religion. We have 
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Ahmed Said Khan:Nawab of Chhatari 


absolutely nothing to do with that, and 
have no comments to make on it. All I 
am saying is that he is not a member of 
my family." 


Since the 93-year-old Nawab is quite 
hard of hearing now, it was difficult 
for us to talk to him but the entire 
Chhatari family is at a loss to explain 
why Dr Rafat Akhlaque has tried to 
embarrass them by claiming to be the 
Nawab's grandson. Sombody in the 
household observed that it could be a 
case of fantasy born out of frustration. 
Of the Nawab's four sons, two are at 
Aligarh—Mr Ibne Said Khan, 59, and 
Mr Anwar Said Khan, 44. The eldest 
son, Mr Rahat Said Khan, 62, has long 
been settled in Pakistan. And the 
fourth brother, Mr Farhat Said Khan, 
60, retired as sales manager at TISCO 
and lives presently in Calcutta. The 
family has. three branches. The 
Nawab's own family is sunni Muslim. A 
second branch is shia Muslim, and the 
third is the thakur Hindu family of 
Barauli-Kashipur. Family members at 
Aligarh say that the ties between the 
three branches are still-.alive, and 
marraiges in one branch are attended 
by members of the other branches. 


Sir-Ahmad Said Khan, Nawab of 
Chhatari, has been chancellor of the 
Aligarh Muslim University since 1965. 
Prior to that, he was the AMU’s pro- 
chancellor for 15 years. In 1937, he 
became chief minister of UP, and he 
has twice been governor of the pro- 
vince in pre-Independence days. After 
Independence, he was in the Rajya 
Sabha for two terms. Thanks to Pandit 
Nehru. Sir Ahmad has had an impor- 
tant career in public life, according to 
sources outside the family in Aligarh. 
He was one of those who was in- 
strumental in bringing Hyderabad into 
the Union of India. He served two 
terms as Prime Minister of the Nizam 
of Hyderabad—from 1941 to 1946 and 
again in 1947. During his second term- 
he incurred the displeasure of the 
communal Muslims at Hyderabad who 
were rallying under the banner of the 
Ittehadul Muslemeen. Led by Mr 
Kasim Rizvi, the Muslemeen, accord- 
ing to friends of the Chhatari family, 


angotri 


.e Said Khan: third son of the Nawab і 


were in favour of merging Hyderabad 
with Pakistan, which Sir Ahmad Said 
Khan opposed. Sir Ahmad had to flee 
from Hyderabad by air, and the air-lift 
was arranged by Nawab Halim Jung. 


It is, however, alleged by some peo- _ 


ple that the boy’s father, the late Dr K 


Akhlaque, might be the bastard child ~ x 


of one of the many women inhabitin 
the Nawab's mansions at Chhatari an 
Aligarh. During our interview with Dr 
Anand Suman the venom with which 


7 


` he spoke against the Nawab of Chha- 


tari—“The estate has been built on the 
oppression of people,” he shouted— 
suggested a deep bitterness against 
the Chhatari family. à А 

Inconsistency, certainly is not a flaw 
in Dr Anand Suman's personality. He 
says he was once a militant Muslim; he 
talks now like a militant, extremist 
Hindu, convinced that in Akhand 
Bharat *Every person in India should 
be a Hindu first of all or he will have to 
go. I don't want kattar (bigoted) Mus: 
lims to stay here. I don't want them to 
stay here and sing songs in praise of 


Pakistan. I want to wipe out all that iS _ | 


against Hinduism and Bharat Mata.” 
Wiping out ideological and theological 
opponents is obviously a particular 
passion with him, no matter which side 
he may be on. ; 
As the propagator of the new faith, 
he has plans to set up a platform under 
the aegis of the BJP's youth wing; he: 


wants to start a Yuva Kranti Parishad ~~ 


which ought to bring to the land once 
again the revolution of the range that 
Gandhi achieved, though Dr Anand 
Suman is quick to add that he is *not a 
supporter of Gandhi." 

Why did he choose the name Anand 
Suman? He explained: “‘Anand’ was 
chosen by the Arya Samaj leaders and 
‘Suman’ is the name of a girl I was in 
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love with from class опе to class ten. - 
She was in class ten when she died. ' 


She was a Hindu girl from Sambhal. _ 


She also studied at Naini Tal. We ha 


to get married, it did m 
would, When she was in cla: 
died. On her death I promi 
that I would never marry 
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“It is absurd to say that 


harijans are becoming Muslims | 


because of foreign money” 


By H. N. Bahuguna 


Where is a lot of stupid talk 
going on about conversions; a 
lot of gossip-mongering is dis- 
torting the whole matter. 

3 Even the press, occasionally, 
participates in this. For example, one 
newspaper came out with the story 
that the Shahi Imam of Delhi’s Jama 
Masjid had converted one Delhi family 
to Islam. The Imam had to immediate- 
ly issue a contradiction: he said quite 
vehemently that he had never done 
any such thing. I know that nothing of 
this sort happened in the Jama Masjid. 

The conversions that have become 
such big—perhaps disproportionately 
big—news recently are shaking Hindu 
society. If they can shake Hindu socie- 
ty enough to end the follies that exist 
in it, I shall be very happy. My views 
are clear, and I enunciated them re- 
cently to some harijans who came to 
see me. I told them that if they honest- 
ly believed in Islam, if they honestly 
believed that the preachings of Islam 
were better, then they should accept 
Islam whatever the reactions might be. 
But if they were going to Islam only 
because they were being persecuted 
by the upper castes, or because of 
injustices that were inherent in the 
Hindu system, then it was not suffi- 
cient reason for them to change their 
faith. If they were unhappy with the 
Hindu system they should try and 
change that system, improve that sys- 
tem; but leaving it would not be a 
solution, because they too were part of 
the system. 

The conversions have been the re- 
sult of economic and social tensions, of 
deprivation and insult that have left 
the scheduled castes totally disillu- 
sioned. Like a very sick man who has 
begun to lose his confidence.in his 
regular doctor, they feel that a.change 
of doctors would cure them. They are 
going to Islam now, but one wonders if 
they are aware that in India, unfortu- 
nately, Islam too is affected by the 
caste factor. The Sheikhs, Syeds, 
Qureshis, Ansaris, Idrisis—they may 
not be officially divided into castes, 
but they behave like castes. Often, 
they don’t even inter-marry. Very few 
people are aware of this. It is, indeed, 
awful that this should be so because 
the caste system is the very antithesis. 


*If conversions can 
end the follies in 

Hindu society,I shall 

be very happy 


AE 


A converted harijan family 


of what Islam stands for. But that has 
been the impact of India on Islam. The 
tragedy is that Islam has been affected 
by a bad factor of Hindu society: caste. 
I am opposed to the caste system. I 
am opposed to untouchability. The 
fact that we have not been able to 
eradicate these problems is not only a 
failure of government but “also— 
perhaps principally—a failure of socie- 
ty. Conversions, therefore, are not 
going to solve this social problem. 
Nevertheless, all these stories which 
are being spread about the involve- 
ment of money in conversions are 


H. N. Bahuguna 


quite irrelevant. There is no use trying _ 
to say that harijans are becoming _ 

Muslims because of the allurement of 
money. It is even more absurd to say. 
that they are being influenced by 
foreign money. How much foreign 
money can come in? And harijans are 
not insignificant in number. The whole 
treasury of Saudi Arabia will not be 
sufficient to maintain all the harijan 
families for all their lives. But we have 
all sorts of people making statements’ 


of this nature, even people high up т - T 


government. Home minister Giani Zail 
Singh makes one statement in Madras, 
and when someone challenges this 
statement, a home ministry spokes- 
man “clarifies” that the particular 
statement was never made... E 
Though conversions may create ten- 
sion, may provoke discussion and de- 
bate and cause leaders of Hindu socie- 
ty a bit of worry, they are not а 
solution for the real problems of hari; 
jans. However, Hindus must under: _ 
stand that they are the guilty party. 
The Arya Samaj now says that it will 
only work for the abolition of un- 
touchability and discrimination. Very 
good, but why weren’t they working 
for it earlier? However, let them start 
even now; I shall be very happy. 
The Shankaracharya says that con- 
versions must be banned by law. I can” 
challenge the Shankaracharya on this:* 
there can be no legal ban on conver: 
sions in our country. The Adi Shank: і 
aracharya (the first Shankaracharya): 
converted every Buddhist back to. 
Hinduism: How can the present Shank- - 
aracharya say that conversion must be: 
stopped by law? They are, after all, 
inheritors of this tradition. I agree that — 
conversion by fraud is bad, conversion. — 
by allurement is bad. But the question 
is, who will be the judge? Is it not a 
fact that converted Muslims have said 
that they were not allowed to sit in 
buses as long as they were harijans, - 
but were allowed to do so when they 


- became Muslims? It is social disability, 


social persecution, that has driven _ 
them to this kind of extreme step, I am. 
more than sure that, given goodwill 
and good sense, Hindu society will not 
have to face such ordeals. But today, | 

we are paying the price for our sins; 
let us not abuse others. Exe 


*Hindus must 
understand. 
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Jyotí Basu: no confrontation with the 
“centre 
| 


the traditional festive 
' time of West Bengal, be 
the occasion for the cen- 
tre to dismiss the Left 

Front government in that state? The 

proposition is attractive enough—the 

newspapers in West Bengal close down 
for a four-day period during the pujas 
and fhe people are too involved in the 
festivities to think of politics. At least 
one section of the 'Congress(I) lead- 
ership in the state, led by the union 
commerce and steel minister, Mr Pra- 
nab Mukherjee, is understood to be 
pressing for the immediate dismissal 
of the CPI(M)-led government of Mr 
Jyoti Basu. But Mrs Gandhi has not as 
yet made up her mind. 

The main hurdle in Mrs Gandhi 
rushing to ‘a decision regarding the 
fate of the West Bengal government is 
the State of her own party’s organisa- 
tion in the state. The central lead- 
ership feels that the faction-ridden 
Congress(I) in West Bengal is at pre- 
Sent not in a position to provide an 
effective opposition to the Left Front. 
The mam emphasis in the recent reor- 
anisation of the party's state unit has. 
een on promoting non-controversial 
old faces. The choice of Mr Ananda 
Gopal Mukherjee, the Lok Sabha 
member from Asansol (he was among 
the only four Congress (I) winners in 
West Bengal) was prompted by the 
fact that he had the image of being an 
old party hand, dating back to the days 
of Mr Atulya Ghosh. Both the general 
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etaries appointed with Mr 
Mukherjee, Mr Santosh Roy and Mr 
Motahar Hossain, too, are old faces in 
the party. Mr Mukherjee had been a 
trusted man of the central leadership 
for quite some time in the past. A 
seasoned trade unionist from the 
Asansol belt, he was appointed in- 
charge of the Delhi state INTUC, 
affairs soon after the 1980 elections. 
He solved the disputes in the state 
INTUC to the satisfaction of the cen- 
tral Congress(I) leadership and for a 
long time he was regarded a dark 
horse in West Bengal affairs as well. 
The back seat given to youngsters like 
Mr Subrata Mukherjee and Mr Sou- 
men Mitra, the two rival youth leaders 
in the state, is being interpreted as an 
indication that the central leadership 
would like to project a “traditional” 
image in’ West Bengal. 


While Mr Pranab Mukherjee has for 
a long time, been advocating the dis- 
missal of the government of Mr Jyoti 
Basu, his: arch rival, Mr Abul Barkat 
Ataul Ghani Khan Chowdhury, the 
union energy minister, has been advo- 
cating a diametrically opposite line. 
This,perhaps,is symbolic of the sharp 
differences in the West Bengal Con- 
gress(I) leadership. Mr Ghani Khan 
Chowdhury would like the centre to 
allow the Left Front government. to 
run its full term in office, till May 
1982. He does not favour immediate 
elections in the state. According to the 
scheme put forward by his group, 
President’s Rule should be imposed on 
West Bengal after the term of the 
present government is over. The 
scheme envisages a President’s Rule 
in the state for around a year after the 
government’s term has finished and 
the holding of elections, based on 
revised electoral rolls, thereafter. The 
main charge of the Congress(I) against 
the Left Front government being that 
it has “indoctrinated” the officials and 
“rigged” the electoral rolls. The 
scheme envisages remedy for both. Mr 
Ghani Khan Chowdhury is believed to 
have told the central leadership that it 
should not consider a major change in 
the bureaucracy because the officials 


will be on the side of the party in 


Power—and after the imposition of the 
President's Rule, the ruling party at 
the centre certainly wields power. 
There is yet another proposal before 
the centra] leadership, But the authors 
of the scheme being close friends of 
the former West Bengal chief minister, 
Mr Siddhartha Shankar Ray (who has 


- Delhi's plans for Bengal's Left Front 
government... 


the puja holidays, reports Shubhabrata Bhatiacharya 
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Mrs Gandhi: time to topple the Left 
Front government? 


so far failed to regain Mrs Gandhi's 
favours) it may not be taken too 
seriously. According to this school, the 
Congress(I) should realise that since in 
any case it.cannot win the Assembly 
elections next year, it should allow the 
CPI(M)-led front to continue in office 
till the normal end of its tenure. Not 
only that, even after losing the elec- 
tions, the Congress(I) should allow the 
next term of the Left Front in office to 
pass off peacefully. 

The theory is that by remaining the 
ruling party in the state for two terms 
continuously, the CPI(M) is bound to 
suffer such an erosion in its credibility 
that it will commit permanent suicide. 
This scheme is too far-fetched, quite 
obviously. 

The Congress(I) has been 
approached by two prominent former 
Party-men in the past few months for 
admission, but in both cases the re- 
Sponse from Mrs Gandhi has been 
lukewarm. Mr Siddhartha Shankar 
Ray has been close to Mr Rajiv Gandhi 
even in the days when Mr Gandhi was 
not in politics. Mr Ray's house in Delhi 
was among the few houses Mr Gandhi 
used to visit in the political circuit 
before joining politics. But that has 
not helped Mr Ray to gain an entry 
into the Congress(I) because Mrs Gan- 

‘dhi is yet to forgive him for his volte- 
face after the 1977 election defeat. 
After having been one of her principal 
advisers in the matter of declaration of 
Emergency, Mr Ray became a princip: 
al Indira-Sanjay baiter after the poll 
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defeat. That scar will be difficult for 
him to disguise. Otherwise, Mr Ray is 
perhaps the best choice for the Con- 
gress(I) to project as the chief ministe- 
rial candidate in the state. 

The other person who did not find it 
easy going with Mrs Gandhi was Mr 
Priya Ranjan Dasmunsi. However, he 
is now reconciled to being in the 
opposition and has approached the 
CPI(M) for an alliance in the state 
elections. 
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Whether Mrs Gandhi will dismiss 
the Left Front government during the 
pujas, as advised by a section of her 
partymen, will largely depend on the 
choice of Governor for West Bengal. 
The present incumbent, Mr Tribhuvan 
Narain Singh, has been told he has to 
go. But his successor has not been 
chosen, till the moment of writing. Mrs 
Gandhi would prefer Mr Mohanlal 
Sukhadia, the veteran Rajasthan lead- 
er. But Mr Sukhadia, who is a, Lok 


angotri | 


Sabha member, is not too willing to 
leave active politics. At one stagethe 
name, of Haryana’s former strongman, 


"Mr Bansi Lal was also considered. But 


Mr Bansi Lal,too, was unwilling to 
leave active Delhi politics. The one 
card the CPI(M) has is; Assam: The 
Congress(I) is keen to get CPI(M) 
support for a Congress(I). government 
in Assam. Will a fresh term for Anwara _ 
Taimur in Assam be the price of Mr 

Jyoti Basu's continuance in office? . 


` mm ver since Mrs Gandhi came 

| .* to power in 1980, one fear 
r1 that has ruled the Left Front 
| “ gis of being summarily re- 
= 4! moved from power: Had the 
CPI(M) had any idea that supporting 
Charan Singh would have led to Mrs 
Gandhi's return, it would never have 
helped topple Morarji Desai. In fact, 
even one day before the election re- 
sults, pragmatic leaders like Mr Prom- 
ode Dasgupta,the WB party general 
secretary, openly stated that no single 
party could possibly get an absolute 
majority. It was generally held that a 
coalition government with the CP1(M) 
as a major constituent would be 
formed at the centre. Instead along 
came Mrs Gandhi, the lady who had 
been PM in 1971-72. 

The CPI(M) leaders took three im- 
portant decisions straightaway: first, 
they would avoid any major confronta- 
tion with Mrs Gandhi: neither would 
they indulge in provoking the centre 
nor would they join a coalition front 
against Mrs Gandhi; second, they 
would support Mrs Gandhi on all possi- 
ble national and international issues 
without major.compromises; and 
third, they would step up the process 
of strengthening their power base, 
specially in the rural areas of West 
Bengal, Kerala, and Tripura so that the 
party could absorb a violent attack 
from a hostile Congress. 

The CPI(M) is, theoretically, a re- 
volutionary party. But it has not par- 
ticipated in revolutionary politics 
since 1971; even.during the Emergen- 
cy it preferred to keep a low profile. 

After 1980, the CPI(M) began a 
two-pronged strategy: talk with Delhi, 
and build quietly asolidrural base. The 


... And how the 
CPI(M) wants t 
combat Delhi 
during 
President’s Rule 


BARUN SENGUPTA finds out 


violence if the need arises. The party 
is strengthening an underground orga- 


nisation, and is, in fact, collecting 


arms. 

West Bengal’s CPI(M) leaders are 
confident that though Mrs Gandhi 
might succeed in toppling the Kerala 
Left Democratic Front ministry by 


instigating inter-party squabbles, he 


will not be able to use that method in 
West Bengal. The CPI(M) is definite 
that the West Bengal government can 
only be removed from power by force. 


And they also know that the Assam. 


problem has bought them time. 

The CPI(M) has consolidated its 
position through elections to the pan- 
chayats, the municipalities and educa- 
tional institutions at a pace never seen 
during the Janata regime. It has also 
placed its supporters in government 
offices and the police force. In addi- 
tion, leftists are trying to win over the 
large body of state government em- 
ployees by increasing their wages and 
benefits. 


ment projects like irrigation, agri- 
cultural development and .construc- 
tion of roads are now being channel- 
ised to meet the demands of increased. 
wages. Since 1977, the CPI(M) has 
concentrated its efforts to raise the 
standard of living in the rural areas by 
freely distributing food and money 
through its various projects like “Op- 
eration Barga", the Food for Work 
programme and other relief measures. 
However, over the past one-and-a-half 
years, the relief measures have not 
been restricted to the rural areas 
alone: the urban population has also 
benefitted from the CPI(M)’s largesse. 
Writers and artists are: now being 
financially aided by the Left Front 
government. This is bemg done with 
the primary motive of building across- 
the-board support. The CPI(M) is con- 
fident that the recipients of the be- 
nefits will vote for the party in future 
elections, or equally important, be 
voluble supporters in the cities. _ 
Within the party, however, there 
seems to be a conflict of ‘Opinion 
between Mr Promode Dasgupta, and 
Mr Jyoti Basu. While Mr Dasgupta) 
feels that the party ‘should’ become 
more militant to counter. the centre's 
moves using mass meetings, proces: 
sions, strikes and bandhs, Mr Basu 
feels a softer line is adequate for the 
moment. The chief minister thinks. 
that militancy can only worsen the law 
and order situation and give the centre 
another excuse to act agajnst the gov- 
ernment. : АВ s 
Mr Basu is definite that Mrs Gandhi, 
will not allow the CPI(M) to partici: - 
pate freely in the coming elections. 
For the moment, Mr Basu is content 
with remaining in mm as long as he 
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violence that could take place later. inthe state's expenditure. Funds origi- UIS | 
So, in fact, it is preparing itself to use nally allotted for long term develop- on for the future. | "у ise | 
CPI(M) leaders at a meeting: preparing for the future - З — 
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The JCT Range. A fabulous, 
elegant range of suitings, 
shirtings, sarees, safaris and’ 
casual wear.Comfortable and 
crease-resistant. Polyesters 
that start a great day in style 
3 and end it with a flourish. 
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Infighting in sugar lobby 


The union minister for agriculture, 
Rao Birendra Singh, is in a fix: he 
does not know whether to accede to 
the demand of VasantdadaPatil,the 
Congress(I) general secretary and 
the president of the National Fed- 
eration of Cooperative Sugar Fac- 
tories that the cases launched 
against five cooperative sugar fac- 
tories by the government be with- 
drawn or to proceed with the cases 
as demanded by Vikhe Patil, a 
prominent MP from Maharashtra 
and a stalwart in cooperatives. The 
prosecution was launched by the 
Janata government and in 1979, the 
CBI was asked to start investiga- 
tions against five sugar cooperative 
factories—three in Maharashtra 


Small-scale units 
held at ransom 


The government has changed the 
existing nomenclature of 37 items 


reserved for manufacture in the . 


small-scale sector. Within the item 
of confectionery, chocolate and 
chocolate preparations were earlier 
exclusively manufactured by the 
small scale units. But no longer. 
For, by changing the definition, the 
overnment has allowed organised 
arge scale indusiries to enter this 
field. Over the years, in this man- 
ner, more and more large industrial 
concerns have managed to get 
backdoor entries to manufacture 
items reserved for the small-scale 
sector. While large industrial con- 
cerns have often benefitted by col- 
lusion with certain small-scale un- 
its, it is also true that many small- 
scale units are being held at ransom 
by large units by withholding and 
repeatedly defaulting on payments. 
A few years ago, there was talk of 
introducing comprehensive legisla- 
tion to protect the interests of the 
small-scale sector, but by all indica- 
tions, it will be a long while before 
such legislation is introduced. 
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and one each in Andhra Pradesh 


and Tamil Nadu. The CBI investiga- 
tions revealed that all the factories 
had wilfully defaulted in the dis- 
tribution of 80% of the free sale 
sugar quota allotted to them. 
Vasantdada Patil is very keen that 
the case against at least one of the 
sugar cooperatives, with which he 
is closely associated, be dropped 
and had even approached the union 
home minister Zail Singh, but drew 
a complete blank. He has now 
sought the intervention of Rao 
Birendra Singh. Vikhe Patil, on the 
other hand, has threatened that if 
the cases are dropped he would 
launch an agitation. Will the agri- 
culture minister sort out the issue? 


‘High-rail’ robbery? 


The Indian Railways could be 
nailed for many crimes, but there's 
a new one for the list: instead of 
carrying coal to consumers who 
have booked it, the railways. have 
started using. the coal meant for 
some other consumer to run its 
steam engines. This is just like a 
truck owner who has been hired to 
carry diesel to gas pumps, using up 
the diesel to run his fleet of trucks. 
No truck owner does this for the 
simple reason that he would be 
sued by the contracting party. But 
the Railways have taken care of 
this eventuality by a careful choice 
of its victims. It has left unidis- 


turbed the coal that is meant for | 


the major coal consumers, namely 
the power stations, cement plants 
and other large industries. It gob- 
bles up only the coal which has 
been booked by small-scale indus- 
tries, which are not powerful 
enough to take on a big outfit like 
the Railways. When asked how 
much coal has been ‘hijacked’ in 
this fashion, the official reply is: 
“No figures are maintained separ- 
ately on this subject.” Naturally. ` 


angotri - 


RT YouR - Xe 
EXPORT Vo RISUS 


rnment 2 


Promoting Manipur— 


for whom? 

Peculiar are the ways of the Man- 
ipur government. Recently, the 
state government was given a grant 
of Rs 10 lakhs by the Planning 
Commission for the development of 
tourism in the state. As it is, this 
amount is not sufficient for infras- 
tructural work. But to make mat- 
ters worse, the administration de- 
cided to arbitrarily take away Rs 
1.75 lakhs from this amount and set 
up a publicity unit in Delhi *to 
build up the image of ministers." 
There are a number of bills pending 
with the tourism department, 
which is now engaged in building a 
tourist lodge in Imphal. Could not 
the money be better utilised? 


Scheme to revive sick 
industries defeate 


The central government has recent- 
ly asked public financial institu- 
tions to reduce interest rates under 
the soft loan scheme for modernisa- 
tion programme in five sick indus- 
tries—textiles, sugar, cement, en- 
gineering and jute—from 12.5% to 
8.1%. But, the conditions attached 
to it are such, that it may defeat the 
objective of reviving the sick indus- 
tries. One condition is that the 
reduced interest rates will only 
apply if, according to the financial 
institutions, the units concerned 
are capable of early recovery and 
revival. In other words, the grant of 
loans on easy terms is left purely to 
the discretion of- these institutions. 
Even the public sector National 
Textile Corporation (NTC) which is 
to nurse back to health 103 textile 
units under its charge, falls under 
this condition. Besides, the NTC has 
also been charged with the task of 
producing cheaper cloth for the 
poorer sections. In the face of this, 
should not NTC get loans at cheap- 
er interest rates? Higher interest 
rates will increase NTC's losses. 
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t is hardly a surprise that Delhi 
keeps an eye on the states, or that 
it keeps a slightly more watchful 
eye on the states run by opposi- 
tion parties, or that it is most 

vigilant about what happens in the 

very sensitive state of Jammu and 

Kashmir—or, for that matter, that this 

is true-irrespective of whether Mrs 

Indira Gandhi is in power or Mr Morar- 

ji Desai. But who are the eyes and the 

ears of the centre in the states? The 
general belief is that intelligence 
agencies run by the centre perform 
this role, and this general belief is 

Benerally right—but this is not the full 

truth. Along with the Intelligence 

Bureau (IB), the centre has other agen- 

cies and sources too. And Delhi's need 

to know extends over a wide area— 
from potential: saboteurs on or across 
the borders, to internal saboteurs 
whose ambitions may be to topple 
governments in the Assembly or Par- 
lament. 

The IB's state unit is called the 

‚ Subsidiary Intelligence Bureau (SIB). 

| The SIBs are normally located in the 

state capitals, but not necessarily in all 
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the state capitals. For example, the 
SIB in Madras controls, in addition to 
Tamil Nadu, Kerala and Andhra 
Pradesh too. Normally the head of the 
SIB is of the rank of DIG, the only 
exception being West Bengal: the SIB 
in Calcutta is headed by a person of 
the rank of IG, or joint director. This, 
incidentally, is not because the centre 
feels especially threatened by the pre- 
sence of a leftist government in West 
Bengal, but because of the sensitive 
and potentially explosive nature of the 
eastern sector which the SIB in Calcut- 
ta has to handle. One post of joint 
director in Kohima has been created to 
help monitor the east, but even then it 
is one of the toughest assignments in 
the country. 

Not that the SIB in Calcutta ignores 
the CPI(M); it keeps a close tab on all 
the leftists. Before the CPI(M) joined 
the government in 1967, the SIB used 
to work in close cooperation with the 
state's Special Branch, but now doubt 
has crept in because the Special 


Branch has been infiltrated by sym. 
pathisers and' supporters of the lef. 
tists. The paradox here is that the top 
and middle level officials of the SIB in 
Calcutta are generally on deputation 
from the state government, so one 
wonders how pure is the pristine pur. 
ity of the SIB here, or how it can really 
be maintained. 

Contrary to any misconce tion 
IB and the SIB is not cally flush jit 
Secret funds which it can disburse 
lavishly. In fact, its officials are often 
handicapped by poor facilities, parti. 
cularly at the district level, where they 
have to keep a strict distance from the 
local police. As a result they have to 
use public transport and cannot avail 
themselves of the comforts that the 
thana can add to their lives, Usually, 
IB operatives keep a low profile: at 
pease that is what they are supposed to 

0. 

There is also a branch of the exter- 
nal affairs ministry, headed by a 
senior IPS official, in Calcutta, which 
15 meant to concentrate on activities 
across the border, but uses its spare 
time to take a look at the left parties. 
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But what is more interesting is the 
centre's penetration of the state Spe- 
cial Branch in West Bengal, through a 
group of officers who have been taken 
into the confidence of the IB. This 
“penetration” has become “neces- 
sary" only after the entry of the 
CPI(M) into government, and the re- 
sulting conflict between Congress and 
Marxist interests. In any case, this has 
been a very successful operation, and 
no one in the state knows who Delhi's 
real men are in the Special Branch. 

The much-and-often-unnecessarily- 
maligned RAW also functions in Cal- 
cutta. But the grapevine says that 
RAW is going to be bypassed by a néw 
outfit now being set up dn Calcutta by 
a former top policeman whose efficien- 
cy has been often tested and proved in 
the past. 

But these are all official agencies. 
Delhi keeps in touch with what is 
happening in West Bengal through 
other channels as well. For instance, 
people in the business and trading 
communities who generally have to 
keep their noses close to the ground in 
order to survive in their businesses 
(some of them have become expert 
double agents, supplying information 
both to the state and the central 
governments). One of the worst 
sources of information about West 
Bengal is the state unit of the Congres- 
s(I) which, technically and legally, 
should be the best source: But it Mrs 
Gandhi only depended on her party to 
give her information about West Ben- 
gal, she would learn nothing about the 
state and everything about which fac- 


-tion of the Congress(I) was doing what 


wrong where. 

Tamil Nadu is one state which, con- 
trary once again to popular concep- 
tion, has given the centre the least 
amount of trouble. In fact, the Tamil 
regional parties seem to vie with each 
other to publicly support and secretly 
help whichever party is in power in 
the centre. And as one intelligence 
source put it, “The DMK and the 
AIADMK are capable of supporting 
anyone in Delhi.” 


bviously, the state watched most 

closely, taken most seriously, is 
Jammu and Kashmir. The SIB іп 
Srinagar is headed by a deputy 
director of the DIG rank. He has two 
assistant directors, one in Srinagar 
and the other in Jammu. Information 
from this state is fed to the special 
desk at the headquarters in Delhi, 
controled by one deputy director 
(rank of DIG) and one assistant direc- 
tor, who process the information and 


send it on to the director through a 


joint director. ; 
Thanks to the all-too-keen interest 
Pakistan and China take not only in 
Kashmir but also in its politicians and 
their financial welfare, the state de- 
mands some very special attention 
from our intelligence services. There- 
fore, RAW, CBI., Special Branch, army 
intelligence. and. BSF intelligence are 
all active in this state. It is now well 
known that even the Governor plays a 
part in helping to gather information 
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and brief the Prime Minister: he uses 
the SIB to get the most accurate possi- 
ble picture of what is happening, so 
that his reports to the centre are not a 
mere formality. Ànd of course tapping 
phones is part of the approvéd process 
of intelligence gathering. 

Some of the unofficial sources used 
by intelligence agencies are surpris- 


ing. For instance, civilian officers іп, 


private and public industries. But the 
main task of infiltrating the various 
political groups is done by the SIB. 
The opponents of Maulvi Farooq 
(Bakara Party) claim that he was 
broken and made a tool of the centre 
during his arrest in the mid-Sixties. 
Whenever Delhi needs someone to 
raise a confrontation with the Sheikh, 
out is brought the Maulvi. He has been 
on the best'of terms with the centre 
through all the shifts in power. He was 
supporting Mrs Gandhi till March 
1977. And then he became the 
favourite politician of Mr Morarji De- 
sai, who even dined at the Maulvi's 
house while PM. And now he is Mr 
Rajiv Gandhi's man in Kashmir. 


It is also said—with what degree of. 


veracity is difficult to prove—that the 
most successful operation of the SIB in 
the valley was the way in which a 
member of the family of Mirza Afzal 


Mirza Afzal Beg: misled by Delhi 
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The hardcore, disciplined Jamaat-eislami may con- 
sider itself to be ideologically foolproof, and its 
members impervious to either guile or inducement, | 
but it is heavilyinfiltrated. As has been Lone’s 
People’s Conference. Indeed, the situation has be- | 
come such that every political activist seems to be _ 

. suspecting the other. 3 
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Beg (once the alter ego of the Sheikh) | 
was made a source of all that hap | 
pened in the National Conference in- 
ner circles. Later when the Sheikh was 
made chief minister and Afzal Вер too 
became a powerful minister, this per- | 
son tried to cut off his links with the | 
intelligence officer: eventually the 
matter was resolved with the officer 
being transferred to Delhi. It is also 1 
alleged that later Mirza Afzal Beg | 
himself fell into a trap laid by the | 
intelligence officers. He began beirev- 
ing that he could replace the Sheikh | 
with the help of Delhi—and he was | 
encouraged in such a belief. Many 
observers believe—once again such a _ 
belief can hardly be substantiated 
since no written documents vouch for || 
such things—that the Sheikh-Mirza |e 
Afzal Beg controversy was carefully | 
engineered. Жы 
The most powerful intelligence 
agency in Kashmir maybe the IB, but 
certainly the most active is RAW. 
However, it is to the IB that one of the 
most spectacular intelligence succes- 
ses must be credited. Mr S. N. Mathur. 
who later bacame the director of IB, 
was the DDIB in Srinagar in 1971. To 
him goes the credit of the 1971 plane 
hijacking operation, in which: an Indi- 
an plane was hijacked to Pakistan. 
Pakistan whooped with joy over this 
“defection,” India stopped overflights 


people, 
unit 1 


Indeed, the situation has becom 
that every political activist $ 
be suspecting the other. — 

Of course the international 
gence agencies are all too eager ti 
out ways and means of operatin 
this highly sensitive re 
Soviets, like the Americans, 
too, but are said to be a | 
successful, Accordin| 
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* Calibre: It's when you give your closest relationship 
enough distance to grow... towards each other or away. 
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TROUBLE— 


Un-Comparable Disease 


The root cause of most of the diseases 
you suffer from is GAS TROUBLE. 

-In case you are suffering from any 
disease right now, please carefully com- 
pare the symptoms of such disease with 
the symptoms of GAS TROUBLE enum - 
erated hereunder. lf you are convinced 
that the root cause for your problems 
also is GASTROUBLE, please be assured 
that there is no need for fear, (рр 
ment or anxiety over your condition. 
Please use GASTRO and experience fast 
and full relief from your troubles. It is 
only natural with human beings to wish 
to enjoy lifes with. body and mind as 
much as possible and as long as possi- 
ble. Hence this advice. 

Most of those who suffer from the 

disease, commonly known as “gas trou- 
ble" are not aware of two very important 
aspects of this ailment. They are not 
aware that gas trouble gives rise to a host 
of other serious diseases. Most of the 
sufferers also do not know what to do 
about the complaint. Consequently such 
people lead unhappy and restless lives 
Without eating proper food. Thus they 
slowly fall into the deep pit of ill health. 
We invite such people to read through 
the following Paragraphs containing 
basic details about the disease. No 
doubt they will be immensely benefited 
by this knowledge. 

When the digestive power called 
“ladharangni” gets weakened, the food 
does not get digested properly and in 
time. Such semi-digested food ferments 
inside the stomach ‘and produces foul 
Bases. These gases in turn cause bel- 
Ching, chest pain and other severe un- 
easiness. These conditions are the main 
Symptoms of gas trouble. Also, when the 

y is exposed to sun or fire, chewing 
or smoking are indulged in and when 
food items like chillies, asafoetida, 
tamarind, onion, liquor, tea, coffee. 
butter milk, curd, root vegitables, peas, 
are excessively consumed 
1 the nature of the constitu- 
tion of the person concerned. excessive 
Бле juice is luced in the stomach. 
This juice causes pain and buring sensa- 
chest. 
sour, bitter, perg : 
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This gas gets stagnated іп the upper 
abdomen causing chillness, fever, giddi- 
ness etc. The decayed bile juice then 
enters the intestines and bowels. This 
produces a gas that travels like electric- 
ity. As this gas spreads to the brain, 
chest, heart etc. with electric speed, the 
patient feels giddiness, unconsciousness 
and pain around the heart. Again, the 
excreta and gas which accumulate in the 
bowels get heated because of pressure 
and the gas travels through intestines 
creating giddiness, unconsciousness, 
chest pain and similar conditions. All 
these conditions are collectively called 
GAS TROUBLE. 


OTHER COMPLAINTS 
DUE TO GAS TROUBLE 


Excessive generation of foul gases in 


the abdomen fills the stomach and | 


creates a feeling of heaviness even when 
very light food is taken. Low and loud 
sounds from different parts of the sto- 
mach, burning sensation, feeling of dis- 
turbance as though from- pin pricks, 
acute biting sensation inside the sto. 
mach, feeling as though water moves 
inside the stomach, emanating gas 
attacking the region of chest and gnaw- 
ing pain, constriction the throat, move- 
ment of gas up and down with noise, 
movement of bowels either loose or in 
the shape of tape or clay, discharge of 
phlegm (Kapha), tendency to pass mo- 
tion frequently, burning an itching 
inside the anus, frequent excessive and 
discoloured urination, beiching with bit- 
ter taste, inclination to eat frequently, 
physical weakness inspite of taking 
nutritious food, lack of appetite, exces- 
sive appetite, cough, nausea, vomitting 
and pricking sensation in limbs. Piercing 
pain in the stomach, feeling of being 
bitten by ants or traversed by insects, 
feeling of lightness in the chest, increase 
in heart beats, accumulation oí gas in 
the stomach after hard work. feeling of 
intoxication, severe pain in different 
parts of the head, deterioration in eve 
sight, burning sensation in the eves, 
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` The Incomparable 
 Remedy—GASTRO 


watering from the eyes, reduced or 
blocked hearing, humming in the ears 
-bad dreams (experience of many people 
show that majority of gastric patients 
have sleep filled with bad dreams), 
intolerence to noise, desire to lie down 
always; panting while walking, frequent 
presence of phlegm in the throat, pro- 
fuse saliva in the tongue, fungus in the 
tongue, noxious odour in the mouth, 
loss of sleep, headache, cold, sneezin ў 
constipation, pains in joints, insattable 
thirst, bloodlessness, aversion to work, 
lack of thinking power, desire to be 
alone, failure of memory, lack of deter- 
mination, inability to control passion, 
bad temper. There are innumerable peo- 
ple, suffering from such miserable symp- 
toms. These sumptoms may manifest 
singly or in combination, permanently 
or temporarily. According to Ayurveda 
all complaints arise from the imbalance 
of TRIDOSHAS (Vatam, Pittam, 
Kapham). Of these, the first, vatam is 
most important. Gas trouble is related to 
this dosha. When obstructed gas is 
released from the body through any of 
the outlets, the patient feels relief. It is 
Clear from this that undue accumulation 
of gas in the abdomen and its obstruct 
release are the root causes of all the 
above symptoms. а 


GASTRO—The REMEDY 


There are single remedies for single 
complaints. There are also combination 
of remedies of particular complaints: 
Some specific remedies are there for 4 
combination of complaints. Gastro i$ 4 


| specific remedy for all the symptoms an 


conditions arising out of gas trouble: 
Those who do not know that diseases aê 
caused by the increase and decrease 9 
the vital assets of the body (vata, pitt 


kapha) may find it difficult to believe tha 


One medicine can cure several COM —— 


laints and such persons cannot 


be 
lamed for that. They can onl be 


advised to try GASTRO and satisfy them _ 


selves. If you are a gastric patient 
be under the impression for a m ih is 
that it cannot be cured. The tru 
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contrary to that belief and GASTRO is an 
example. As you do not know that there 
are resistance powers in your system, 
similarly Gastro has the inherent capa- 
bility and medicinal properties in it to 
cure gastric complaints and allied dis- 
eases-the Ayurvedic teachers of yore 
have prescribed invaluable ingredients 
to prepare medicines for the unfailing 
cure of such diseases, restoration of lost 
or damaged physical energy and 
strength and maintenance of the health 
of mind and боду:апа replacement and 
rectification of the wear and tear of the 
human body occasioned by time and 
age. 

Gastro is an excellent medicine pre- 
pared after studying and analysing the 
old teachings in relation to the present 
day requirement and changed condi- 
tions and you will get convinced from 
the steady improvement noticed in the 
physical conditions enumerated above, 
when you begin to use “Gastro” special- 
ly manufactured by us, due’ to the 
undisputed efficacy of the product. But it 
should be said that trust without work 
and work without trust are equally 
meaningless. Your anxiety to get rid of 
your illness is established when you 
repeatedly read this with the intention of 
throughly grasping the points discussed 
in it. All of us want to be happy mentally 
and physically throughout our lives. 
When gastric patients locate the root 
cause of their complaint they will have 
the impression that they have discovered 
a gold mine in their own garden. 


GASTRO is an Ayurvedic patent medi- 
cine in powder form packed in bottles of 
240 gms. under DRUG LICENCE No. 
47-25-D-78. The retail price is. not to 
exceed Rs. 24-70 (Twenty-four and 
paise seventy only) 


Manufactured by: 


RANI 
DRUG HOUSE 


Nellayi, Kerala State 


State.” 


It has come to our notice that o f 
following when you buy "GASTRO". 


л: The name of our product Is [ust "GASTRO". r ; 
A te bottle contains 240 gms. “GASTRO” in powder form and the price Is As, 24 
-3- The carton of "GASTRO" contains our full name and 
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Great Eastern Stores (P) Limited, Chowringhee Road 13) Seetal, Camac Street Centra’ 
Medical Hall, S. N. Banerjee Road. iier 
North:— 1) Ramkanai Medical Stores, Shambazar 2) Paul & Co., C. R. Avenue 
White Hall Medical Stores, Sealdah 4) Sevayan, Dunlop, 5) Mangal Deep, Dum 
Dum Station 6) Saha’s Medical Stores, Nager Bazar, 7) Radha Medical Stores, Dum 
Dum Central 8) Geeta Pharmacy, Raja Bazar 9) C.I.T. Medical Stores, €.1.T, Road 
10) The Life, College Street. c 
South:— 1) Sarkar Medical Stores, Behala 2) Kundu Medical Stores, Hazra 
Mediciner, Near Lake Market, Rash Behari Avenue 4) Mayfair & Co., Near Jaggi 
Bazar 5) Moni Medical Hall, Near Ballygunj overbridge 6) Mediciner, Jodhpur Park 
7) S. D. Pharmacy, Gol Park -8) Roy's Medical Stores, Near Gariahat Market 9) Sri 
Ramakrishna Pharmacy, Near Priya Cinema, Rash Behari Ayenue 10) New Janate 
Medical Stores, Kidderpore 11) Jagannath Pharmacy, Momenpore 12) Singh & Roy 
(P) Limited, Harish Mukherjee Road 13) Vivekananda Pharmacy, Garia 1 
Mukherjee-Pharmacy, Ranikuthi 15) The Pharmacy, New Alipur 16) N.R.G. Medi 
зое Park Circus 17) Pal Pharmacy, Lake Gardens 18) Chakraborty Medical Stores; _ | 
aktala. { 
Calcutta Whole Sellers:— 1) Vikash, Mehta Building 2) Roy Das & Co., Bose Roy 
Co. and Madan Mohan Medical Stores, Bagree Market. E 
Sub-agent to whole-sellers for Calcutta:— M/s. Swiss Trading Co., Room No. D212 
2nd Floor, Bagree Market, 71 Canning Street, Calcutta-1. = Уу 
Stockists For Districts:— M/s. Kar Medical Stores, Howrah Maidan 2) Hazra Medical 
Stores, Shibpur 3) Sheilendra Medical Stores, Kadamtolla 4) Dubey Medical Stores 
Bandhaghat 5) Arabinda Medical Stores, Salkia 6) Drug House, Serampore 7) 
Medical Stores, Pipulpati 8) Sri Krishna Medical Stores, Bandel 9) Mohini Stores, 
Chandanagore 10) Hind Motor Drug House, Hind Motor 11) Rainbow; Uttarpara 12 
Medicine Centre, Durgapur 13) Santi Pharmacy, Ranaghat 14) Binodini Pharm. 
Kanchrapara 15) Imperial Medical Stores, Kharagpur 16) Popular Pharr 
Darjeeling 17) Sri Tibet Stores, Kalimpong 18) Kurseong Medical Stores, Siliguri 19 
Siliguri Medical Stores, Siliguri 20) Dulal Medical Stores, Cooch Behar 21) Sarkar 
Medical Stores, Cooch Behar 22) Manorama Medical Stores, Jalpaiguri 23) Misra - 
Medical Stores, Baruipur, 24 Prs. 24) Presidency Pharmacy, Bankura 25) Mishra с 
Medical Stores, Purulia 26) Medicos, Haldia. ; 
Whole Sellers For Districts:— Asansol Drug House, Asansol 2) Dhar's Drug Hou 
Chittaranjan 3) Medicine Centre, Ranigung 4) N. R. Das & Sons, Burdwan 
Sadhukhan Traders (P) Limited, Шара 6) Кипди Pharmacy, Krishnager 
Saraswathy Pharmacy, Naihati 8) Ghosh Medical Agency, Sham Nager 
Manorama Medical Agency, Barrackpore 10) Chaitali- Medical Stores, Bageon ‚ 
Swapna Medical Stores, Battala Chawk (near Kali Mandir), Midnapore 12). 
Pharmacy, Suri, Birbhum. . scm z dé 
Sub-agent to Malda and West Dinajpur:— Sree medicine Agency, Mal 
Sub-agent to Jalpaiguri, Darjeeling & Cooch Behar:— Kurseong Pharmacel 
Bata Gali, Station Feeder Road, Siliguri. 
Bihar i ees tee 
Distributor for Dhanbad District:— J. D. Kumar's Son & Co.; Jharia. ^ 
Distributor for Jamshedpur:— Medicine Centre, Sakchi Bazar & Manish: Medica 


Bistupur, Jamshedpur. eee 
Pleas nae that Gastro is now also available with all the leading chemists 


ed & Dhanbad. CR 
penta TAR pA TET Tamil Nadu, Goa, Andhra Pradesh, Bihar & W 


|b i 3 We 
MÁS s. D Company, West Fort, Calvary Road, Trichur-680004. Kerala Ph 


20604. 


BEWARE OF IMITATIONS 


ur famods preparation "GASTRO" is being imitated: In your own Interest kindly check the 
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HEALTHCARE 


Peas 


кї New Delhi: Close on the heels of the 
^" ~ tonjunctivitis epidemic in the capital, 
comes an even deadlier foe: a hitherto 
unknown disease which paralyses— 
and even kills—its victims. The out- 
break of this poliolike disease was 
. detected in mid-July. In fact, statistics 
` indicate a close relationship between 
this strange disease and conjunctivitis. 
Thus far, very little is known about 
^ ‘this disease except that it attacks 
adults—knows no social or economic 
` distinctions, does not believe in sexual 
discrimination, usually gives a day or 
two's notice—and renders useless any 
~one or all four of a person's limbs. 
- Over 200 people have been admitted 
` to the city's major hospitals with this 
'* frightening disease. Two of them have 
-»already died, at the time of writing, 
and the total number of people 
affected might run into thousands. 
"I had this redness and pain in the 
‘eyes (conjunctivitis) and two weeks 
after being cured, I suddenly felt 
feverish one night. The next morning: 
-. my left leg went weak and the muscles. 
= Ваа a fluttering sensation, like a bird 
flutters when you catch hold of it by 
, the feet. Then a dull pain set in and my 
'_ leg went numb. After a few hours the 
same thing happened to my other leg 
and gradually my hands too—they felt 
as hard and immobile as ice—that’s 
when I was taken to hospital,” said 
Telu Ram (45), a Sweeper with the 
municipal corporation of Delhi and a 
Patient at the Dr Ram Manohar Lohia 
Hospital. Other accounts are more or 
. Jess similar, the common factor being a 
two-week-old history of conjunctivitis, 
- pain in the limb or limbs, and then 
paralysis. In the more severe cases, the 
chances of the paralysis remaining 
permanent are high. As for the rest, 
>» Some have been able to fight the 
disease and haye recovered complete- 
ly, while others, showing signs of im- 
provement, are normally discharged 
rom hospital with instructions to visit 
for periodic check-ups. The mystery, 
however, remains unsolved. The na- 
ture and origin of the disease are 
unknown (an article in Neurology In- 
dia dated 1964 being the only instance 
of a disease similar to this, being 
cited), medical opinion differs on the 
methods of treatment. Further, the 
duration of paralysis is, at best, a 
matter of speculation. 


“Frankly, I am intrigued,” says Dr 


| ` Mysterious disease 
' strikes Delhi 


- «Be careful if you have had conjunctivitis 
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Telu Ram, a victim of the mysterious 
disease 
a eee 
G. K. Ahuja, associate professor of 
neurology at the All-India Institute of 
Medical Sciences (AIIMS), who has not 
been giving his patients any drugs. 
Painkillers in extreme cases, and phy- 
siotherapy, is all that the patients are 
being given at the AIIMS. Of the 20 
patients admitted since mid-July, 10 
have been discharged. “Though none 
of them had completely recovered, we 
expect them to be normal after a few 
periodic visits,” explains Dr Ahuja. 
Polyradiculopathy is what they call it 
at the AIIMS. In simpler terms, “it is a 
non-specific response of the nervous 
system to a virus, conjunctivitis, in this 
case, and not a specific virus by itself.” 
Dr P. B. Mazumdar, the medical 
superintendent of the Dr Ram Man- 
ohar Lohia (RML) Hospital, an experi- 
enced neurologist, feels otherwise. “Tt 
is a disease stimulating polio, Possibly 
a virus, though not any one of the 
three recognised strains of poliomyeli- 
tis viruses; the major difference being 
that polio normally attacks children. 
This new disease is being seen in 
adults only and there appears to be 
some sort of a relationship with con- 
junctivitis," he explains. The RML 
ospital, being bigger than the AIIMS, 
has been able to admit 50 patients, 30 
of them were discharged after showing 
signs of improvement. *We have been 
giving our patients a cortisone prepa- 
ration and vitamin B-complex,” states 
Dr M. P. Dubey, head of the depart- 
ment of medicine at the hospital, who 
15 as baffled by the Strange disease as 
his colleagues in the medical profes- 
sion, 
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At the Safdarjang Hospital, one б 
the largest in Delhi, the authorities 
were apparently unaware of this new 
disease and were not able to furnish 
any data. Surprisingly enough, the 
National Institute of Communicable 
Diseases in Delhi, seemed to be bliss. 
fully unaware of the outbreak of this 
disease even a few days after reports 
appeared in the newspapers. A com. 
placent Dr M. Dutta, deputy director 
of epidemiology, confessed, “We are 
still collecting facts and are unable to 
give any data at the moment,” despite 
the fact that the disease broke out 
over a month ago. His ignorance was 
further displayed when he said, “So 
far we have checked medical records 
for polio-like diseases at a few hospit- 


` als and the incidence seems to be the 


same as in other months this year and 
in corresponding months in previous 
years." 

Newspaper reports, often mislead. 
ing and inaccurate, have already cre. 
ated-a scare among literate sections of 
Delhi's populace. Many doctors in the 
city relate how they have had to reas. 
sure frightened patients (and even 
perfectly healthy people) that they 
had some minor ailment, easily iden- 
tifiable and easily curable, and not 
this strange new disease. To avoid this 
disease, one has to avoid conjunctivi- 
tis—most of us know how to, by now. 
Beyond that nothing else is known. 
Consolation may be derived from the 
fact that as yet this paralytic disease is 
nowhere near attaining epidemic 
proportions. But if you Fave had a 
recent attack of conjunctivitis, you 
had best keep your fingers crossed. 
Debasish Chatterji 


Khushwant's 
mail watched 


New Delhi: The government in De- 
lhi has been intercepting the postal 
mail of not only its known opponents, 
which might be expected, but also of 
‘some of its most famous supporters. 
Number 72 on the list of those whose 
mail was being intercepted (before a 
furore in the Lok Sabha ended it) was 
none other than Mr Khushwant Singh, 
the former editor of the The Ilus- 
trated Weekly of India and present 
editor of The Hindustan Times, who 
has consistently supported Mrs Gan- 
dhi through the Emergency, and then 
through the more trying Janata raj. In 
fact, the reward for such suppor 
came when Prime Minister Mrs Gan- 
dhi nominated him a Member of Par- 
liament. One reason, for such action 
might be that the "Sanjay group^ 
which is, to put it mildly, in ш 
doghouse these days. Indeed, one 0 
the most prominent and powerfu, 
members of this group, Akbar Ahme 8 
(ап MLA in Uttar Pradesh) even WERE 
through the ignominy of receiving, 
disciplinary letter from his ih М 
chief. Who could have imagined tha 
this would be the fate of one of Sanjay 
Gandhi's closest friends? 
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THE GULF | 


Libya's Gaddafi hits 
out at the USA | 


London: On 1 September Libya's Col 
Gaddafi threatened to attack US bases 
in the Mediterranean. It was a brave— 
if impossible—threat. But he is car- 
rying on his one-nation war against a 
Reaganite America to a point where 
the Middle East would explode. The 
most dramatic battle in this war occur- 
red on 26 August when two Libyan 
airforce jets were shot down over the 
Gulf of Sidra. Americans said that two 
of their F-14 Tomcat fighters were 
attacked by two Libyan SU-22s over 
international waters and the Amer- 
icans shot back the Libyan jets in 
retaliation. However, the Libyans 
maintained that eight F-14s had 
threatened the two SU-22s in Libyan 
airspace and that one Tomcat was 
destroyed. What casts doubt about the 
American claim is the apparent 
foolishness of the Libyans in despatch- 
ing two comparatively low perform- 
ance aircraft to tackle the Sixth Fleet, 
a part of Task Force 60, which consists 
of two aircraft carriers (the Nimitz and 
the Forrestal with 100 planes each), 
four frigates, four cruisers, four des- 
troyers and two destroyer escorts. It 
has come to be known now, that the 
American decision to organise a major 
naval exercise in the disputed waters 
was taken with the unanimous consent 
of President Reagan and his senior 
advisors. 

Americans claim that during the 
first two days of the exercise, there 
were several intrusions by Libyan 
fighters. At 7 pm Libyan time, on the 
third day, Pentagon.says, two F-14 
planes spotted two Libyan SU-22 jets 
at a distance of 30 to 40 miles, on their 
-cockpit radars. The SU-22s passed 
under the US jets and one of them 
fired an Atoll missile, which has a 
range of upto four miles, from a 
distance of less than two miles. It 
missed. The Americans fired back with 
Sidewinder missiles that hit both the 
aircrafts. The pilot of one of them was 
seen to eject, but no parachute was 
noticed from the other. 

The new stipulation worked out 
after eight years of sluggish 
negotiations at the Law of the Sea 


Russian SU-22 
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Conferences, which has not been 
ratified yet, provides coastal states 
with a 12-mile territorial sea and a 
200-mile ‘exclusive economic zone’ 
within which they have the sovereign 
rights to natural resources. But the 
movement of ships, aircraft and 
submarines belonging to other states 
cannot be resisted in any way. So, the 
US fleet was well within its rights, 60 
miles from ‘the Libyan coast. 

But some questions remain. Did the 
Libyans really fire first? There is no 
evidence barring the American 
version to prove this. If they did, were 
they, by any chance, goaded into doing 
so? Finally, why did the US planes, 
having avoided the Libyan missile and 
given their superior speed and 
manoeuverability, not simply fly off? 
The exultation shown by members of 
the Nimitz crew when television 
cameras visited them in the Bay of 
Naples, a couple of days after the 
outbreak of hostilities, gave the 
impression that the Americans were 
celebrating some kind of a victory. 
Said David McLintock, a former US 
Navy pilot who had served in the Gulf 
of Sidra, on American TV soon after 
the incident, that provoking the 
Libyans into an attack has been a 
regular feature of previous operations. 

Libya’s Col Gaddafi is regarded in 
Washington as “the most dangerous 
man in the world” and the seeds of the 
recent air clash was planted 12 months 
ago when President Carter, worried 
about the hostages in Iran, ordered the 
Sixth Fleet to steer clear of 
controversy. The US Navy, which has 
staged its “war games” in the Gulf of 
Sidra area at least four times in the 
past seven summers, considered this 
as quite unacceptable. Some time 
early this spring, according to the 
Pentagon, the commander of the Sixth 
Fleet, vice admiral William Bowden, 
sought permission to 1gnore the Carter 
directive. The matter being sensitive, 
the idea was formally put to the 
National Security Council. The 
meeting took place in June. In July, 
William Bowden was given the 
permission to proceed with the 
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manoeuveres and briefed about the 
confrontation risks. РЕ 
President Reagan's hatred for Col 
Gaddafi is “well known.” Indeed, his"; 
best ally in the Arab world, President 
Sadat of Egypt, calls Gaddafi “a 
madman.” Other Arab regimes are less 
critical but admit to his “eccentricity.” 
He came to power after a revolution in 
1969, and almost »immediately, 
succeeded in ousting the Americans =i 
„апа British bases in his country, and in 1 if 
obtaining more favourable terms гот | 
the American and other oil companies '- ^? 
stationed in Libya. Ever since, with Hi§l 3 
Islamic fundamentalism and“! 
revolutionary ideals, he has been a ` 
thorn in the flesh of the West. In fact, . 
he now maintains that the Americans 4 
propose to “invade his country, and |* 
promises to defend the country as well | 
as the Gulf, even if this means “a third ' |. 
world war.” a 
On assuming power, the Reagan ^^ 
administration lost little time in ё 
adopting a tougher attitude. There has UE 
been widespread speculation in the  _ 
American media about the CIA > 
planning a coup in Libya, and even ~~ 
preparing to assassinate Gaddafi. 
These reports have been тошу ^ 
denied by the White House, but the'* 


ry) 


cannot be totally ignored. : el 
US-Libyan relation is at a breaking _ 


point. Over the years, American ' 

support for Israel has formed the basis ~ 7 © 
of growing hostility between = р 
Washington and ‘Tripoli, апа 2 


expanding purchases of Soviet arms by 7 | 
Libya have caused increasing alarm'in ^^ 
the United States. Another irritant has ~ 
been Gaddafi's campaign of killing = 
Libyan dissidents exiled in Europe эе 
and America. The thread snapped as it ^ 
were, when Libya intervened with - 
arms in the civil war in neighbouring S 
Chad. 7а 
As for the Soviet reaction, looked 25 
upon as crucial and watched with - 
great interest in the West, a Tass" “> 
release villified the US military 
operations and bases abroad, but bos 3l 
offered no sympathy to Gaddafi^.^ i 
Interestingly in Europe, despite thee 
happiness at the Americans’ rejection” 
of Gaddafi’s excessive claims to "^ | 
Mediterranean waters, there аге“ t^ 

distinct qualms about President, 8 

Reagan flexing his military muscle. E - 
West Germany, in particular, views. _ — 
the episode as yet another case of the . 
Reagan preference for “cowboy 
action” rather than intelligent calm. 
Ashis Ray 
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The law clerk in 


her blue jeans 


Se UII СӨР 


At this point in the conversation (we 
were sitting in the canteen opposite 
the Supreme Court) Mr Goyal inter. 
rupted us: *Perhaps the Chief Justice 
did not mean jeans as such. After al] 
the army officers wear khaki Jeans, in 
the navy they wear blue jeans... Jeans 
is just the name of the cloth. What the 
Chief Justice probably meant was that 
the jeans were tight-fitting...” 


New Delhi; The bespectacled man be- 
hind the reception counter at the Sup- 
reme Court was at sea when we asked 
him where the advocate L. C. Goyal 
could be found. He was also a bit 
indifferent. The moment we said that 
the advocate’s clerk was Adesh Lata. 

Jaspal, the confused look disappeared. 

And so did the indifference. “Oh, you 

mean, the girl in the jeans? Chamber 

No 39,” he replied, his face lighting up 

in that dark reception room. 

Chamber 39. Ms Jaspal was not 
there, but everyone knew where the 
girl in the blue jeans (who had become 
an overnight celebrity, even interna- 

tionally, when Chief Justice Y. V. 

Chandrachud asked her on 19 August 

not to come to court in jeans) was: 

Court No. Five. 3 

Outside the court room, dressed in 
flowing black robes over starched 
white saris and with equally starched 
looks were two women advocates 
whom we asked for the whereabouts of 
that elusive lady in the blue jeans. 

"Why do you want to see her?" shot up 

one eyebrow. *You press people are 
| disgusting. You want to mabe a moun- 
| tain of a molehill. The Chief Justice 

/ was right, there is such a thing as a 
decent dress, and jeans are not a 
decent dress for the court..and she 
was wearing flowers in her hair and 
dangling earings...” 
Inside the court, it was much as it 
would have been the day Ms Jaspal 
wore her un-wanted jeans (the make of 
the jeans is Wanted and it is suprising 
that the advertising whiz kids have not 
asked Ms Jaspal to model for them 
although she has had a couple of film 
offers). The Chief Justice was behind 
the bench. Ms Jaspal (21), sat quietly 
nibbling her pencil, wearing a steel 
grey salwar-kameez. 

Ms Jaspal thinks this is much ado 
about nothing: “Why, I have been to 
court so often in jeans. Usually I wear 
those small tops, but that day it was a 
pink kurta with full sleeves...” 


M. Ux 
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Ms Jaspal in her blue Jeans 
The famous “J-Bomb” banner for Ms Jaspal’s election as secretary 
4... AND THAT 
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*Were they?" we asked Ms Jaspa], 
` “Yes,” she said. demurely. S 
jeans are always tight-fitting..." 

There are no Supreme Court rules ag 
such about court etiquette and clothes, 
But the bar council has a set of 
rules. The proper dress in court ig 
white blouse or shirt and black coat. 
Convention, however, has it that a 
white sari with a white blouse is the 
standard dress for women advocates, 

According to Mr Goyal, the court 

marshal called him after his case was 
over and asked him who the lady 
sitting next to him was. Later, the 
Chief Justice, according to Mr Goyal, 
asked him to tell his private secretary 
and clerk that saris were still available 
in the market, and that.a sari was the 
proper dress. 
y But Mr Goyal and Ms Jaspal, who 
began to work with him in 1980, did 
not leave the matter at that. Ms Jaspal 
wanted to know whether the Chief 
Justice was *making a suggestion or 
giving a directive." *If he was making 
a suggestion, she would wear a suit, 
but if it was a directive, she would like 
to file a writ, this is what I told the 
CJ,” said Mr Goyal. 

Later, when the latter went to see 
the Chief Justice in his chambers, he 
told her that he was only making a 
Suggestion and that it did not look 
very “nice” if advocates and clerks 
wore jeans to court. Ms Jaspal said, 
“He told me that since I was a student 
of law I should come in a sober dress, 
at least in court...” 

. Ms Jaspal has certainly put away the 
jeans for the moment, at least to court. 
Her mother does not allow her to wear 
them there. But they have not been 
put away for good. She wears them to 
the law centre where she is contesting 
the elections for secretary of the stu- 
dents union. It is certainly making hay 
while the sun shines. Banners have 
appeared all over: “Jeans vs Court” 

and the contestant is referred to as 


J-bomb, 
Madhu Jain 
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JEANS VS COURT 
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IRAN 


Shocking assassinations 


Teheran: *It is possible that we will be 
killed tonight by someone, but we 
(would) have lived for Islam... The 
man who said this in an interview to 
SuNDAY (1 February) was laid to rest at 
Tehran's Behesht Zahra cemetery, on 
31 August this year. He had been 
killed by an incendiary bomb; his face 
was burnt beyond recognition—only 
from the marks on his teeth was he 
identified as the former Prime Minis- 
ter and the newly-elected President of 
Iran, Mohammed Ali Rajai (48). Also 
killed by the very same bomb was Mr 
Rajai's trusted friend and Iran's Prime 
ge Mohammad Javad Bahonar 
(4 

Two months ago a bomb planted at 
the headquarters of the Islamic Re- 
publican Party had claimed over 70 
important political lives; stunned and 
angry, Ayatollah Khomeini had asked: 
“Who are they? Are they human 
beings or savage beasts who dare not 
show themselves? Who are they who 
send other people’s children to carry 
out sabotage?” These questions were 
obviously rhetorical; the world knew 
that ousted President Abolhassan 
Bani-Sadr had called his supporters 
out into the streets to show Khomeini 
that he wasn’t a spent force in Iran. 
But if the mullahs were confident on 
the streets, they had every reason to 
be apprehensive of what would prob- 
ably happen in future; for Bani-Sadr 
had escaped from Iran and had taken 
with him a dreaded leader of the 
leftist guerillas, Massoud Radjavi (32). 

When Bani-Sadr surfaced in France 
he set up the National Council of 
Resistance, appointing Radjavi as its 
leader. It was a marriage of conveni- 
ence: the left merging its cause with 
the moderates’. 

“The Ayatollah’s regime has the 
ability to mobilise but it cannot orga- 
nise the people,” said Radjavi in an 
interview to a French daily, La Croix, 
a few days before Iran lost both its 
Prime Minister and President in the 
bomb blast. Outlining his strategy to 
oust the religious dictatorship of the 
Ayatollah, Radjavi said: “Eighty per 
«ent of the people are against 
Khomeini but they are frightened by 
the executions....Our objective is a 
general insurrection." He claimed that 
on 24 July, the day Mr Rajai was 
elected. President, his terrorists had 
carried out 190 armed operations all 
over the country. The signs were omi- 
nous; but the mullahs paid no heed. 
Understandably, Radjavi has a very 
poor opinion of the security arrange- 
ments in Iran: *Bani-Sadr and I left 
Iran right under the nose and beards 
of the mullahs." 

Radjavi and his mujahideens would 
probably be the deciding factor in 


Bani-Sadr's longran was age Pbi 


mic fundamentalis 


loyalty to the exiled leader can: be 
judged from the fact that it was only 
after Bani-Sadr’s sacking as President 
that they took up arms against the 
Ayatollah’s regime. The real basis of 
the Radjavi-Bani-Sadr alliance is, of 
course, the hatred for religious dicta- 
torship which “destroys the right to 
think.” 

*I know that now in Paris there are 
elements opposed to the Islamic re- 
volution," said Ayatollah Khomeini at 
the funeral of Mohammed Ali Rajai 
and Javad Banohar. What he chose not 
to disclose is the fact that the very 
same elements in Paris have posed the 
most serious threat to his regime and 
created a political vacuum in Iran. 


FOREIGN STUDENTS — — 


Khomeini 
hates leftists 


New Delhi: What appears to have 
become a civil war in Iran is spilling 
over to India as, well. On 27 August, 
185 students belonging to the leftist 
People's Mujahideen Organisation of 
Iran (PMOI) began a six-day hunger 
strike outside the UN office in New 
Delhi in protest against the executions 
of leftists by the Khomeini govern- 
ment after former President Bani-Sadr 
left for France on 19 July. It did not 
take more than a day for the pro- 
Khomeini students to react: at 6 am on 
29 August, while the hunger strikers 
were asleep, they attacked them with 
screw-drivers, knives and bicycle 
chains, seriously injuring 21 of them 
who were later remove to hospital. 

There were, till the beginning of last 
year, over 7,000 Iranian students in 
India. Many of them were called back 
after the Iranian government passed a 
law requiring all those who had gradu- 


Iranian students in masks demonstrate in Delhi 3 
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ated to return home and to go to the 
battle-front. But there are thousands 
who have yet to return and they be- 
long to different factions, ranging 
from pro-Khomeini fundamentalists to 
the Marxist-Leninists and the Kurds. 
Those who resorted to violence on 29 
August belonged to the Union of Ira- 
nian Students’ Islamic Assotiations, a 
wing of the ruling Islamic Republican 
Party; their victims were supporters of 
Massoud Radjavi, the leader of the 
National Council of Resistance recent- 
ly set up by Bani-Sadr to remove the 
Ayatollah's formidable regime 


In.1978 it was much the same fer- 
vour; but the enemy then was the Shah 
and the hero was Ayatollah Khomeini. 
The cloth masks they wore then were 
black; today they are appropriately 
red. There is another significant dif- 
ference this time: the demonstrators 
do not march to the Iranian embassy 
(they don't accept it as their mission 
anyway). Said one of the students: “It 
is too dangerous. The police are inside. 
the building and they will shoot us. We 
don’t mind dying, but not here. In Iran, 
yes, for our cause.” Ironically, this 
student was also one of those who had 
marched for the Ayatollah two years 
ago. *We supported Khomeini because 
he was the head of all groups said 
another student. “But the last two 
years have shown that Khomeini’s slo- 
gans are hollow.” This student be- 
lieves that the release of the American 
hostages was a trade off for the $2.7 
billion given to Iran and for the Talbot 
deal for automobile production in that 
country. 

The leftists are conspicuous in their 
red ‘masks. They don’t consider 


Khomeini а true Muslim. “He has a - 


reactionary understanding of Islam,” 
they claim. Islam should not be forced 
down the throat, says one of them. 
They fear that the Indian government 
might deport them in order to keep 
the Ayatollah happy and the flow of 
Iranian oil to India steady. (During the 


Shah’s regime the Indian government а 


had planned to deport a number of 
"Iranian students to their country 
where they would have faced a fing 
squad; eventually they were packed 
off to. France.) But as long as the 
remain in India the street wars will 
probably continue. 


Madhu Jain ` 
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ECONOMY 


Does government want 
to check black money 


Bombay: Tax officials claim that the 
latest hawala raids have caused panic 
in the stock exchanges. Many hawala 
agents have come forward to “con- 
fess." Officials also say that zeroing in 
on the hawala agents is a time- 
consuming process and requires 
checking, ferreting out information, 
following it up with clues that are very 
skimpy. A diary found, for instance, 
has entries written. in code or mere 
numbers which have to be deciphered. 
They normally deny everything and 
the courts take their side because 
there is no concrete evidence. Thus, 
finding the culprits is an unending 
process. Thee 
More than a question of logistics, 
the issue is a lack of political will, 
since a government that really wants 


Lucknow: Mr Mohan Singh, Lok Dal 
MLA and the party’s chief whip, 
lashed out at the UP ministry of 
health, especially its officers, in the 
last Assembly session for succumbing 
to graft. Till the time of writing no 
inquiry against the department has 
been instituted. 
According to Mr Singh, the ministry 
of health invited tenders for the 
purchase of ayurvedic, allopathic and 
homeopathic medical kit bags to the 
tune of Rs one crore and 68 lakhs. 
According to the conditions of the 
tender, only those firms which possess 
licenses for production and sale of 
medicines could put in their bids. 
Among the firms which submitted the 
tenders, the lowest was given by M/S 
A.B.L. Research of Hapur, UP. Also 
taking part in the tender were three 
Delhi firms: among them was the firm 
which had quoted the highest, the 
Delhi State Small Scale Industrial 
Corporation (DSSSIC). The DSSSIC 
does not possess the necessary license 
for the production or sale of medi. 
cines. The two other Delhi firms came 
to know that they would not qualify 
for the tenders because of their high 
rates so they withdrew in favour of 
DSSSIC. But not before they had 
pressurised the joint director (health) 
of UP, Mr R. P. Dass. According to Mr 
Mohan Singh, Mr Dass was made to 
accept the tender of the DSSSIC for a 
*consideration. What the two other 
Delhi firms would do was supply the 
DSSSIC with the medical kits which 
in turn would be sold to the govern- 
ment. The order for the purchase was 
given to DSSSIC despite protests from 
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How a government is 
playing with human lives 


ck down culprits can do so. 
Everyone knows what is being sold in 
black and white. Right behind the 
income-tax offices on Queen’s Road is 
a string of buildings on New Marine 
Lines where every flat is sold on black 
money transactions. The tax depart- 
ment can make a start from there. 

The capriciousness with which the 
hawala subject. was handled belied the 
serious repercussions on the country’s 
economy. As the well-known tax con- 
sultant and advocate Y. P. Trivedi 
said, the sophistication and ingenuity 
of the Indian business community, 
made the American mafia look like 
kids. Nowhere in the world have 
businessmen complete hold over the 
economy as in India. 

The present hawala raids started 


the deputy directer of the UP indus- 
tries directorate who is a member of 
the purchase committee. It is interest- 


ing to note that the DSSSIC were to 
supply both ayurvedic and allopathic 
medicines. This is illegal. 

The purchase committee had de- 
cided before passing the orders, that, 
the 12 drugs which were to be sup- 
plied with the medical bags should 
undergo a sample test to prove their 
genuineness. The medicines were 
sent to the government test house in 
Lucknow which found five of the 12 
medicines, spurious. The joint direc- 
tor, Mr Dass, then sent the medicines 
to the drug inspector asking him to 
have them tested at two private test 
houses: the Shri Ram test house and 
the Analytical Testing Corporation. 
The drug inspector raised objections 
Saying that sections 23, 24 and 25 of 
the Drug Act did not permit him to 
have the medicines tested at private 
testing houses. Soon after the drug 
controller changed the order and had 
the medicines sent to two government 
test houses: the government Analysis 
Centre at Lucknow and the National 
Test House at Calcutta. The reports 
from the government test houses were 
the same: five of the samples were 
spurious. Despite the reports from the 
government test houses, the UP 
health ministry went ahead with its 
purchase. Till the time of writing, Rs. 
80 lakhs have already been spent for 
the purchase. The state government, 
it seems, is bent on playing with 
human lives that are going to be 


treated with spurious drugs. 
Santosh Bhartiya 


about eight months ago when a pretty | 
young stenographer fell out with he 4 
boss who was in the hawala busine r 
on a small scale. One thing led i | 
another and the tax sleuths uncovered 
hawala transactions valued at Rs 40 | 
crores. Hawala is primarily a commer. | 
cial word in Marwari, Hindi апа is 
jarati and means literally “transfer » 
The commercial connotation is “bogus 
transaction” or “bogus entry.” Pring. 
pally, there are two types of hawalas. 
purchase and sale hawala айа money/ 
loan hawala. And the one who Bives a 
bogus bill is called a hawalawallah. Mr 
Trivedi recounts that he once crosş. 
examined such a person. That man 
told him quite blandly, *I can give you 
a bill for anything, even for ап 
elephant. If you want a bill for having 
bought a Boeing (aircraft) I can give 
you one for that too. After all I only 
have to make a bill, I don't have to 
give you the item." This is the ingenui. 
ty of a hawala transaction. In the case 
of purchase and sale hawála, if one 
wants to inflate purchases and deflate 
sales, the hawalawallahs show ficti. 
tious sales, purchases or expenditures 
made by an intermediary who was 
paid through account payee cheques. 
Later the intermediary returns the 
money in cash which becomes black 
money. When profits are high, one can 
"buy" losses this way, which means 
one can convert white money into 
black, making India the only country 
inthe world where you can “buy” 
losses. . 

There are a large number of hawala 
agents in the city and they are neces: 
sary for people who deal in commod: 
ities where super profits exist: in 
polyester, filament yarn, cement, 
steel, dyes and chemicals, phar- 
maceuticals, textile, machinery and 
spares and foodgrains. These agents 
are generally nondescript. 

Hawala ро of the needs of the 
tax evader and black money holder. 
For everything one does in the country: 
today, one needs black money. For 
instance, even transferring a tenancy 
right which is against the law, fetches 
a fancy premium. Purchase of flats 1s 
paid for in black to the tune of 80 per 
cent and despite raids, some months 
ago on estate agents and chartere 
accountants, flats continue to be so 
at a ratio of 80:20. : 

The question uppermost in every 
citizen’s mind is whether the govern 
ment is sincerely interested in reduc 
ing the evils of black money. For 
instance, we are told of raids on fi 80 
stars, businessmen and others. In 19 
the income-tax department conductes 
3,746 seárches on various preme 
and cash and valuables worth Rs 19. 1 
crores were seized. Between 1 АР 
and August this year, there were Е 
Searches and Rs 10.76 crores WÊ с 
seized. And this as everyone knows 
is the tip of the iceberg. The га! 

case 

hardly have any effect. Each s 

taken to court lasts at least five yea" 

and assessment takes equally E 

And, meanwhile, black money € 

tinues to be made by the hour. 

Olga Tellis 


Lucknow 


| 


1 


еп a pret 

ut with he 
la busines, 
ung led ¢ 


PERL AM ur ui 


penditures 
who was 
e cheques, 
turns the 
mes black 
zh, one can 
ich means 
oney into 
ly country 


an “buy” Ў d 2% ә: i i oe Y T Ў E 1 v3 Ф. у? ge MESS. н 
Е a p eben AE БЕ i > ; Suddeniy. 
of hawala ДЕМ А е ШШ = 7 с. ЖЕ 7. $ 949 pi 
= — IM CA v 5 it's Sun Grace 

commod- У 5 А 2A DE „ t З Я 7 à ; й 
exist: in xe a s з NN. RE "s uo QM e Bask in it. ue 
cement, T EA / CEU RU xo ec Ча 6 Exuberate in it. 
Is, phon : EC. Ў арар ets AE D " Feel it. Wear it. 
ery E d TN C b. S j ? : pa Ее З E $ Live it 
se agents Г : ; toa] CONES C xs DES tit i 

2 È i SX, SS coo. A шы | The colour. 
:ds of the Е А И m. BIS — the mood. 
y holder. | xs DRM SE . aa yung the vitality 
q | : of it is like 
a new day 
in your life. 


of flats is — MEME 27 8 ; Fe ue 7^ ee E | 

of 80 per a Vv dE Fa 2j sed ү re If А, 

e months x. Ta m. c a BET UA cC à 6: E : A mal Y 

hartere Д 3. 3 hae - "SUIS. e ө 

о be sold | : URN C AN "y / Fabrics 

in every 8 Ш” Ns 4 Exclusive Dress Materi 

e govern | è i E. a | Commander 

in гей, E: . " PA PA y \ Lordship Shirtings 

ney im | Йә ee. „у From Mihir Textiles 
i UR be | and Matulya Mills 


Р 


AR m sallanan 


Kilo bricks of marijuana 


гт = > 


t was an innocuous pile of fork 
lift tyres lying around in open 
crates at Frankfurt airport. While 
unloading, one of the tyres fell on 
the ground and developed a hair- 
line fracture. Within seconds narcotics 
'squad dogs rushed to the tyre and 
_began to bark. The game was up. 
` The Germans immediately warned 
the American customs: the tyres had 
been airlifted from New Delhi and 
were headed for New York. And when 
four men turned upto “take delivery 
of the merchandise,” the ‘police were 
ready. There were 300 grams of the 
- finest hashish in each one of the 
"made in India" гуѓеѕ. In all, 100kgs of 
hashish were found. This was only one 
of the consignments. 
Meanwhile, the Germans had also 


Stephanian, 
Indians of Jama Mas 

been involved in rubbe 
flew to the United St. 
against the four men 
arrested. They were sentenced to no 


` less than 15 years’ impri 
? prisonment each 
on the evidence of this 
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~~ DRUGS: 
THROUGH INDIA 


MADHU JAIN reports how drugs produced in the Golden Crescent make iheir way West 
2 through India, along with local consignments ee 


Afghanistan, Iran and Pakistan, and - 
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; then out again to the West, this time 
suitably white-washed. 

An Indian, or even a foreignér, with 
Delhi or Bombay as his embarkation 
‘point, is not likely to be searched by 
European customs officials as thor- 
oughly as someone flying directly from 

, Bangkok or Kathmandu into Europe. It 
‘costs about Rs 5,000 to hire a courier 
to take out the drugs in, say, a guitar. 
For harder drugs like heroin, a courier 


for drugs. Drugs find their way into 
this country from the Golden Triangle 
either through Burma to Imphal and 
then 


now pouring in from the Crescent, 
where the poppy fields are flourishing 


ernments and drug traffickers are 
literally making the best of a bad 
situation. 
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reasons why more and more drugs 
"India. After the Soviet invasion 0 
used to carry the drugs to Europe (the 
| who. carried drugs ‘to Germany were 
: Pueh Moreover, less heroin is being 
“Pro, 
ly, have become more popular and less 


Narcotics from the Golden Triangle, 
until a couple of years ago, used to 


Western syndicates would swoop down 
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сап he paid anything upto К5:10,000. .- 
India is a very convenient cauldron * 


goes to Bombay or Delhi—and ` 
finally to the West. Drugs too come in ^ 
from Nepal which has a 1,800- ^ 
kilometre border with India. Drugs are 


in the absence of control by the gov-. | 


:^ There are other equally important E 
‘from the Crescent are 'coming into . 4 
. Afghanistan, the land route which Was, 3 
other route was by air) became use- 


2 1655. (Eyen the Turkish guest workers 


uced in the Triangle after recent 
droughts. Indian airports, consequent: . 


dangerous take-off points. Again, 


' find its way to Hong Kong where | | | 


to collect their consignments. But the - - 
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severe penalties for both drug users 
(abusers is more appropriate) and traf- 
fickers were effective deterrents. The 
death penalty in countries like Burma 
and Thailand and even Turkey scared 
away many smugglers. The Midnight 
Express certainly does not stop in 
India. 


India’s importance as a transit point 
increased because it is considered a 
“soft” place. In India, a distinction is 
made between drug abusers and traf- 
fickers: the former get about a year in 
jail or less; while the sentence for 


possession of narcotics is upto seven: 
years but seldom more than three. 


years is given. The fines are ridiculous- 
ly low—seldom over Rs 30,000 for 
traffickers. 

But what is even more tempting for 
the dope smugglers is the fact that it is 


METHAMPHETAMINE] | 


* 


very easy to get a bail order in India. If 
you have money, the right connections 
and an ample amount of grey cells, 
India is the ideal place for a drug 
trafficker to operate from. There is an 
Israeli drug trafficker who has been in 
Delhi for several years. This tough- 
looking former commando has a house 
in Vasant Vihar. He conveniently 
arranges to get arrested on a bailable 
offence—a few grammes of opium 

found” on him are enough—and then 
bribes court officials not to bring his 
case forward. Since he is on bail, he 
can’t leave the country, even though 
his travel documents are no longer 
valid. Business continues as usual, nor- 


mally from a hotel off Connaught 
Circus. 


Easy bail and the lenient anti- 
trafficking laws are not only attrac- 


angotri _ 


tions for the drugtraffickers'but also 
for the drug addicts. India has become 
a perfect haven for drug addicts and 
*pushers" because drugs are cheap 
and “easily available. And even more © 
important is the fact that the police 
often look the other way for a small 
amount of money or.for other 
“favours” if the “junkie” is female and 
white. Nor is getting a fa]se passport a 
difficult matter. There are many print- 
ing presses turning out perfect pass- 
ports which can be had for a price. 


There is an intricate narcotics net- 
work in India which is rapidly getting 
more efficient, sophisticated and 
deadly. It involves not only the ped- | 
dler on the streets in the notorious 
Paharganj area in Delhi but also a 
millionaire smuggler in Bombay who 
has excellent connections among some 
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| 
on | very influential people. (The police a= ~ 
| know who he is but have no proof 7 2 
e because he never carries more than a A D RU G ADDICT S 
prom of heroin or any other drug on 
— im and is too clever by half.) In 
between are scores of other people— P RADIS e j 
nipple, ete pup customs and 
police officials, doctors, lawyers, t was supposed to have been akin voyeur, of ~ 
travel agents and exporters and impor- То the legendary Shangrila. A the ОКЫ: orgia ae E | 
ters. The millionaire, who lives near lush, "apical green visage, A home bathing out in the opens (The far- 
Napean Sea Road, has an obliging for exited monks, from Kampuchea, mers of Mehrauli have protested to | - 
mother-in-law in west Delhi who often Vietnam and Tibet, And an atmos- the police about this because they E 
stores the merchandise” for him, Un- phen of peace and tranquility, feel that this has a corrupting influ- | 
fortunately, on a recent raid on her deal for meditation. Disturbed ence on their families.) The wonder | 
house the police only discovered that only by the distant hum of DTC is that while the officials in the 
irritating one gram of heroin—prob- buses plying on Mehrauli Road, “field” know all about this youth | ~ 
| ably a sample. Only this man's alleged But, inside it was more akin to hostel, the information has not 
| Delhi associate, Kishore Deb Mukher- hell. The Buddhist Youth Hostel at made its way to the bosses on top. 
| jee who lives in Karol Bagh, was Ashoka Vihar, in Delhi, a kilometre Recently, however, a senior police 
| arrested and convicted abroad in 1978 away from Qutub Minar, was a official has come to know that since 
| for possession of heroin, hashish and paradise all right—a paradise for the mid-70's this hostel has been 
A cocaine. drug addicts. There were a dozer turned into a den of iniquity. 
/ Ihe network runs deep and wide drug addicts from West Europe in The junkies, on the ddy we vi- 
| and its tentacles have spread even into various stages. on the journey to sited the hostel, may have been in a 
jails. Last year an Italian model was chemical-nirvana’ when we en- foul mood because they now have | 
flown out of India by the Italian |: tered the derelict, evil-smellin to find a new hideout: there was a 
embassy after a two-year spell in an canteen at one end of the hallowe notice outside the office of the 
3 Agra jail. She had been caught with ground reserved for the Buddhists. lodges secretary which said that | 
some morphine and was sentenced to Pandit Nehru had originally sup- ^ everyone would have to leave by | 
/ jail. But once there, this model, who ported the idea for a centre of the end of August. Where else 
lives in Munich, continued to get her world Buddhist fellowship here. could they find a place so secure? 
rics regular supply of morphine. She had to But it was for a nirvana of a very The secretary, a rather forlorn- 
prostitute herself to inmates and jail different kind indeed.. looking Cambodian monk who left 
officials to earn money for the drugs. Two of the “junkies,” stared his country in 1972 (he was in Pune 
When she entered the jail she was a blankly at the ceiling. The rest sat until last year) was quite per- | 
beautiful girl of 22. When she left she huddled over a chess board. These plexed when we wanted to talk to | | 
looked twice her age: her face had people must once have been the him. What he saw around him cer- 
become bloated and ugly. . beautiful flower children. They had tainly wasn't Buddhism. “There is | 
Tihar jail has recently become in- withered. Not one of them could no Buddhist activity here. People 
famous for drug trafficking within its have weighed much more than a who used to give us money now ask 
| walls. One of the doctors who has 100'pounds. One of them had every ^ us if this place has become a night 
5. treated some of the drug addicts there inch of his chest and arms tattooed club. They think that the cups and 


told this correspondent that it was 
obvious that the addicts were regular: 
ly getting their supplies. SIf they we 
ren't, they would be violent and de- 
sperate... you can't imagine how de- 
sperately their bodies need the drugs. 
If you touch the stomach of a mor- 
phine addict, who has been off the 
drug for some timeyit is as if an animal 
is kicking from within. But the ones I 
saw were quiet.." So if toothpastes, 
soaps and cakes get in, so do drugs. 
Even the CBI director, G. S. Bawa, 
grudgingly admits this. Some people 
say that the Mafia is behind the scene, 
pulling the strings. But police and 
customs officials in India do not be- 
lieve this—despite the fact that one of 
the Mafia’s hired killers, Ilyas, an 
Egyptian, was deported from India in 
February -after he spent several 
> months in Delhi trying to kill Walter 
Harrisson, a taxi driver who witnessed 
` many of the narcotics transactions. 
Most officials believe that the big 
bosses—the ones behind the scenes— 
are Indians who use the hippies and 
junkies as buyers, pushers or couriers. 
Smugglers have merely diversified. 
They have added narcotics to the list 
of ‘commodities they trade in. The 
arithmetic is simple and stunning. One 


' kilogramme of hashish costs Rs 2,00 


in India. In the United States, it fetch: 
es as much as Rs 32,000. Hashish oil 
costs 150,000 dollars per kilo and mor: 


with snakes and dragons. There was 
even a cherubic German blonde in 
her teens with the baby fat barely 
off her cheeks. But the pink from 
her cheeks had vanished. When she 
smiled, she was metamorphosed 
into an old woman: there were 


hardly any teeth, those left were 


charcoal black. She was far on the 
morphine trail. 

As soon as our photographer took 
out. his camera, the glazed looks 
disappeared. The hippies (or who- 
ever they were). descended on him 
like hawks. *No pictures," they 
snarled. The French girl who had 
taken us to this hostel tugged at m 
sari in quiet desperation and said, 
“Tt is time to go... these people are 
dangerous. They will even kill..." 

People have disepueared from 
here. And nobody has been the 
wiser for it, À few years ago a drug 
addict died of an overdose and he 
was cremated before anyone could 
identify him. The police don't enter 
this little Eden of drug addicts. The 
lodge might not have diplomatic 
immunity, but it has somethin: 
which might even! be better—reli- 

ious immunity. 
g The police only enter when cal. 
led—for instance when there are 
violent fights and drunken brawls. 
Some plainclothesmen also han 
around in the hostel and they a 
tell, with that unmaskable glee of a 


` where the monks have gone.” 


. there for a decade o 


plates and cupboards they donate 
will go to the hippies. They wonder 


The monk, who looked as miser- 
able as a captain forced to go down 
with the ship, was quite ready to | 
return to Cambodia, in spite of the 
communists. There used to be, a | 
head monk who used to go round : 
the hostel with a stick each night 
asking the “guests” to pay the cus- 
tomar, Rs four a night. But ever 
since he went to the United States 
last year, even this has stopped. | 
The lodge has even found a men: 
tion in a special guide book for the | 
wandering youth published in, of | 
all places, Poland. | 

But these evicted “guests” need | - 
not worry too much. They can quite | 
easily disappear into that vast 
underworld of the drug addict in |. 
Delhi. Convenient little guest | 
houses off Connaught Circus or the 
seedy hotels in Pa argani provide 
refuge for the drug addict in Delhi. | 
There are, of course, the religious | 
centres in the country. Godme 
sprout in India as easily as tha 

eur de mal—the poppy. Cannabis. 
grows wild in places ke Ма | 
and the drug addicts flock to these 
places, like a herd. Some remain 


Nepal are the most pi 
Benaras, Hardwar, 
getting equally 


hine which can be bought for Rs 
0,000 a. kilo, sells 07001009:02ротет 6Р5 167 
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in the United States. Since the prices 
are considerably lower in Europe, the 
hard drugs end up in the United 
States. 

The prices become surreal when it 
comes to heroin. A ‘kilo of heroin can 
make a ‘smuggler a millionaire 
overnight. One kilogram of heroin in 
today’s narcotics-hungry market sells 
in wholesale, for almost 300,000 
dollars. But the dope kings are very 
greedy and have found ways of 
adulterating drugs and increasing 
their profits. Thousand grammes of 
heroin diluted at 90% purity will fetch 
only 300,000 dollars. But when diluted 
further, that kg goes a very long way 
indeed. For example, it would produce 
2,000 grammes at 45% purity. 

This is one of the reasons dope 
kingpins tend, increasingly, to get the 
opium processed in the , source 
countries rather than take it out in its 
unprocessed forms. Perhaps, this is 
why as many as five iflegal morphine 
factories have been discovered in the 
last six months in South India. Over 
two and a half kg of morphine have 
been seized from clandestine 
factories. Says Mr G. S. Bawa: 
“Smugglers по longer find it 
convenient to take out unprocessed 
opium. So it is being refined here. 
More and more morphine factories are 
being discovered in the opium-growing 
areas... We recover about five tonnes 
of illicit opium a year. Now i 
detection is only 25%, as it is in the 
case of other crimes there would be 25 
tonnes of illicit opium being produced 
each year.” 


[ase produces 800 tonnes of illicit 
opium annually. It used to be 1,200 
tonnes until last year, but the world 
market was glutted’ when Australia 
began to export opium—as did Turkey 
when it resumed its cultivation of 
opium. 

There are 54,000 hectares under 
opium cultivation rh India, spread over 
Madhya Pradesh, Rajasthan and Uttar 
Pradesh, on which work about 22 
million farmers. The opium production 
which extends over nearly 75,000 
villages, is controlled by the Central 
Narcotics Bureau. Opium smuggled 
out from these opium-fields is barely 
enough for local consumption 
according to Mr Bawa. In fact, a lot of 
opium from Pakistan filters through 
Punjab, where it sells for about Rs 
2,000 per kg. Punjab has traditionally 
been the land o opium Өе And 
still is. Landlords often add a bit of 
opium in the tea of the agricultural 
labourers so that they work longer. 


' Some of the opium has also found its 


way, in cargo boats, to Ceylon and to 
Mauritius. The two governments have 
in fact complained to India about some 
of the illegal opium entering their 
shores, 2 

Some illicit morphine factories have 
been discovered in Ghazipur and 


Banaras, The latest was found in 


Shahdara on the outskirts of Delhi 
when 550 gms of fine quality opium 
and 10 kgs of opium solution prepared 
for the extraction of morphine, 8.5 kgs 


СС-0. In Public Domain. UP State Museum, Hazratganj. Lucknow  - 


Forms of cocaine: precious commodity 


of opium,chemicals and equipment 
needed for making morpltine 
were discovered. Interestingly 
enough, one of the arrested, Jeetu, was 
a dismissed employee of the Ghazipur 
opium factory—as is the case in many 


‘of the people employed in the 


clandestine laboratories. An African 
drug addict we met also claimed that 
there were quite a few morphine 
laboratories in and around .Mehrauli. 
No heroin factory has as yet been 
found. But one of the foreign narcotics 
experts in India believes that one is 
bound to be found within the year in’ 
an opium-producing area in India. 
*India really is a haven. You have 
all the, natural products, skilled 
chemists, and large areas where the 
arms of the law have.no access to. A 
deadly combination. It could be in 
Neemuch, Amritsar, UP or anywhere." 
Many heroin labs have been found in 
Afghanistan where the Pakistani 
chemists have been busy. making 
heroin. (Pakistan is also a major 
source for heroin from West Asia.) 


For illegal morphine manufacturers, _ 


India offers another advantage—some 
of the chemicals needed for makin 
heroin is easily available. In western 
countries, firms which use acetic 
anhydride, the essential chemical 
needed to produce heroin have to 
account for it. In India it is found, lying 
unattended, in synthetic textile 
factories. It is also used in cough 
mixtures and in aspirins. 

There is yet another dangerous 
trend emerging. According to Mr R. M. 
‘Singh, who loo s after narcotics cell in 
the CBI, “Pharmaceutical laboratories 
are illegally diverting mor hine. For 
instance, the Government Opium and 
Alkaloid Works Factory in Ghazipur 

enerally gives morphine ampoules to 
Косон and to pharmacies. In Hathras, 
near Aligarh, a private firm was 
authorised by them to get morphine, 
sulphate and to make morphine 
ampoules..but, they sold two bottles 
of 500 grammes each to а m ү, 

eople were arrested on 
Pm near the Ashoka hotel.” 

It ів obvious that _ narcotics 
officials—of the CBI, the DRI or in 
various state police forces—have 
become more active. One of the DRI 
men told this correspondent that Mrs 
Gandhi had sent a circular asking the 
narcotics officials to become more 
vigilant’ But it is not clear whether 
there is more drug trafficking and 


- offenders. 


abuse in India or whether the 
narcotics officials have just become 
tougher. Police officials complain that 
our laws are too lenient. 

*Our judges are fairly lenieht to 
western drug addicts. They do not 
realise the gravity of the problem,” a _ 
police officer said. Moreover, the 
narcotics officials or even the customs 
officials cannot investigate or arrest __ 
drug traffickers. They have to turn to _ 
the police—even though they are the 
ones who are supposed to stop drug 


“In our country even murder is a 
bailable offence, let alone dru 
trafficking,” said a frustrated official 
complaining about the laxity of the 
laws. Nor are the customs officials at 
Indian airports vigilant enough. 

And the problem is becoming all the 
more serious since Indians, especially 
the younger ones, are increasingly 
becoming drug addicts. College 
students, the unemployed and the sons 
of affluent fathers are now taking to _ 
drugs. Even heroin and cocaine—the 
latter mostly in Bombay because it is 
more expensive and fashionable. “We 
are on the road to the psychotropic - 
substances. LSD, amphetamine, all 
these are available here, only they are 
now becoming more popular. And the 


possibility of Indians taking to 
morphine and heroin is there,” says К. 
M. Singh. 
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Sadly enough, some of the Indians 
begin on drugs while in school. There 
is the well-known case of Ravindra 
Singh who died of an overdose of a 
morphine injection at the age of 21 in 
1978. In his book, I was a Drug Addict, 
brought out by his father, Brigadier i 
Gyan Singh, Ravindra Singh writes - { 
that he started on charas (hashish) 
while in the eighth class at Mayo - 
College in Ajmer. He went on to 
harder drugs. And, finally to heroin 
and morphine when he met some 
addicts in India and Nepal. His case is 
not uncommon. There are many cases 
of public school boys becoming drug 
addicts while still at school and their 
going on to LSD or morphine or even: 

eroin. qoe E 

Mr Bawa blames the hippie girls for 
this: “The psychological lure of the 
fair skin is getting them 
entrenched...especi the young 
Indians. It is the liberated hippie 
women who are at fault.” Some police 
officials believe that the drug addicts 
make friends with rich, young students 
from paene schools. Once they вес _ 
them ‘hooked’ they keep on fleecing _ 
them for money. eae 

Occasionally, one sees an emaciated _ 
young Indian lying outside the CB. 
office in Ramakrishnapuram, А 
former student of a public school 1 
Delhi (where he started taking drugs), _ 
the son of à rich father this boy, in his. — 


й 


house and lies languis 
the building occasion 
information for a whiff 


him more than a few М ars 
fact, many consider it 
optimistic estimate. 
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Soon. BEL will bring you LOVAG, CL. and SU 


Since BEL pioneered commercial production of 
ICs in this country, the technology has become more 
advanced ICs have now become more complex and 
much smallerin size Thanks to the computer-aided 
design and other modern facilites, BEL could easily 
transcend to the new innovations in IC technology 


The new generation of IC technology calls for more 
sophisticated techniques and testing parameters 
BEL has now equipped itself with sophisticated 
facilities such as microlithography and Ion Implanta- 
tion — which will enable BEL to produce micro: 
processors and other large scale [Cs And BEL has 
the capability to provide the most critical component 


__ for digital watches, Һе LSIs 


With these latest additions to bipolar and CMOS 
ICs, BEL is in the process of enlarging its current 


Product range in ICs At several stages of develop- 


ment are: BEL 7000 AM/FM radio IC, designed to 
give 1 watt power at 6V, type BEL 7001 for tape 


- recorder applications, telephone dialler IC and PCM 
_ CODEC ICs and a number of ne 


w generation ICs. 


-0, In Public Domain. UP State Museum, Hazratganj. Lucknow 


Computer- 
aided design, 
microlithography, 
# and Ion Implantation, 
Metal and Silicon 

gate technology. 
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The driving force behind BEL's leadership thrust 
has been its components capability. BEL's unique in- 
depth expertise in IC technology is only too well 
matched by its achievements in other component 
areas: receiving valves, transmitting tubes, X-ray 
tubes, cathode ray tubes, TV picture tubes, micro- 
wave tubes, passive vacuum devices, display devices, 
hybnd microarcuits, printed circuit boards, precision 
crystal filters and ceramic capacitors, 


These technological tnumphs notwithstanding, it is 
BEL's state-of-the-art systems capability, as 
evidenced by its sophisticated systems and 


equipment that keeps India on the electronics map of 
the world. 


BHARAT ELECTRONICS LTD. 


(A Government ot India Enterprise) 
Bangalore e Ghaziabad e Pune 


BEL-leaders in professional electronics 
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Polish filmmaker Krzysztof 
Zanussi sent the shivers to 
Washington while shooting 
his latest film From a far 
country, a cinematographic 
record of Poland during the 
last 50 years. “I was shooting 
the scene of the Soviet libera- 
tion of Krakow in 1945,” said 
Zanussi. “I used a lot of Polish 
tanks. An American satellite 
passing overhead relayed the 
scene of the tanks moving 
towards Krakow and the 
Americans thought that the 
Russians had invaded Poland. 
There was absolute panic.” 
Zanussi later went on televi- 
sion to explain that the whole 
thing was make-believe. 
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Weinberger: ingenious 
ата АН Ora 


US defence secretary Cas- 
par Weinberger has come up 
with a novel idea: releasing 1n 


IHE WORLD 


Celluloid scare 
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Zanussi: recreating history 


Weinberger’s ‘red book’ 


arsenal. Mr Weinberger 
hopes that this book will help 
America’s European allies to 
“appreciate the Soviet 
threat.” According to his 
assistant in the Pentagon, 
Richard Perle, it would mean 
“the most massive declassi- 
fication of previously secret 
material in our history.” In 
the Pentagon the proposed 
book is being referred to as 
‘Caspar Weinberger’s little 
red book.’ But the CIA and 
the Pentagon’s intelligence 
chiefs have not yet agreed to 
allow publication of “over- 
head photographs”—the ones 
taken from American spy 
satellites and reconnaissance 
aircraft. They argue that such 


Former Prime Minister of 
Sri Lanka Mrs Sirimavo Ban- 
daranaike feels that her 32- 
year-old-son Anura (“a young 
man in a bit of a hurry”) is 
trying to replace her as leader 
of the opposition Sri Lanka 
Freedom Party. Mrs Bandar- 
anaike has been deprived of 
her civic rights for seven 
years by a Presidential com- 
mission for alleged misuse of 
pewer. Anura Bandaranaike 
claims that his mother is 
trying to impose her choice of 
Parliamentary candidates for 
the next elections; he has also 
accused his married sister, 
Chandrika Kumaratunga, of 
playing a “Sanjay Gandhi-like 
role” in helping Mrs Bandar- 
anaike. “My daughter is help- 
ing me in my work because I 
have to have someone helping 
me. My son is not helping 
me,” replies the mother to her 
son’s allegations. 


Ted in love? 


Mother-son feud 
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Bandaranaike:troubled mother 
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‘French leave’ 


If the plans now being stu- 
died by the government take 
shape, workers in France will 
be permitted to take a year 

- off on reduced wages so that 
unemployed hands can take 
over their jobs. The workers' 
jobs will be guaranteed once 
they return from their year- 


photographs would reveal too 
much about the quality and 
scope of American informa- 
tion-gathering techniques. 


book form what has so far long holiday. 
been regarded as highly con- 
fidential data on Kremlin's 


nuclear and conventional 


Great expectation 


Cold service 


Britain's only school for 
butlers teaches the ‘Jeeves-in- 
training’ how to turn down 
passes from sex-starved wives 
of American tycoons. Those 
who pass out from Mr Ivor 
Spencer’s School for Butlers 
after a six-month grind are in 
great demand in Houston and: 
New York; and prospective 
employers in the USA. insist 
that applicants must be 
trained in the art of repelling 
the sexual advances of high- 
society women with utmost 
tact and courtesy. 


t lonely 

Estranged from his wife, 
Joan, senator Edward Ken- 
nedy has found comfort in 
Hollywood actress Susan St 
James. The two of them were 
photographed recently while 
swimming and sailing near 
the Cape Cod town of Hyan- 
nisport. According to The 
New York Post, the senator 
was merely “consoling” the 
actress after she broke up her 
affair with a Mexican film 
producer. 


BBC goes black 


The. BBC has appointed its. 
first black woman television — 
newsreader: 31-yea 
Moira Stuart who is no 
sure how the viewers 
ceive her. “If 
there is very 
she admits. 
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The news that Ching-Ching, a Chinese panda now n me tondan 
zoo, may be pregnant has caused a great. dea ls E EXTA 
throughout the world. Ching-Ching was artificially 1n КК буе 
with the sperm оЁата1е panda when, after UM i 
observation, it was found to be going throug nte PERO 
period' (in a panda this períod lasts not more than ' 
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Suraj Mal: 


he decline of the Mughal 
empire also initiated the de- 
cline and eclipse of the great 
Rajput houses of Mewar, Mar- 
.war and Amber. Rajasthan 
became ‘a zoological garden with the 
barrier of the cage thrown down... the 
fiercest anima] passions raged 
throughtout the land, redeemed only 
now and then by individual instances 
of devotion and chivalry...’ For three 
centuries the Rajputs had won the 
respect and grande of the people of 
India. The high virtues of courage, 
Bood character and honour were 
associated with them. By the eight- 
eenth century they were a played-out 
| race, steadily but surely falling into 
the background of national life. 
No outside power could compete 
with the death wish of the Rajputs. 


+ 
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Early campaigns 


xl 
Portrait of Maharaja Suraj Mal 
беш THESE 


‘The houses of Jaipur and Jodhpur 

vied with each other to destroy them- 
selves; There was no crime a Rajput 
would not commit for the sake of land, 
Father killed son and son murdered 
father. Women of the noblest rank 

ave poison to their trusting kinsmen. 

one, not even the highest born de- 
scendant of the God Rama shrank 

rom buying the aid of an alien 
plunderer to decide domestic соп: 
tests,’ No amount of КНИГ over this 
deplorable state of affairs can hide the 
reality, The Almighty inflicted on a 
long-suffering people wholly unworthy 
rulers, 

The sad sunset years of Rajput for- 
tunes coincided with a Maratha, Jat 
and Sikh dawn. In Rajasthan the chro- 
nic inter-state and inter-clan rivalries 
wholly preoccupied Rajput chiefs, As 
time went by the Marathas and the 
Jats began to have much say in their 


ublic Domain. UP State Museum, Hazratganj. Lucknow 


confidence Raja Jai Singh 

him. He maintained cordial. 
spectful relations with the Jaipur ги“ 
er. Each year he visited Jaipur, where 


Along with the decline of the Mughal empire in India, the Rajputs too slowly but 
Steady faded out from the ational scene. The Jats, Marathas and the Sikhs 
filled the vacuum: they consolidated their strength and emerged as powerful 

political forces. The Jat chiefs, Badan Singh and Suraj Mal, displayed 
spectacular courage and enough intelligence to not merely build an empire but 
also to keep it. K. NATWAR SINGH, our ambassador in Pakistan, in his book, 

Maharaja Suraj Mal, 1707-1763 recreates a comparatively little known but vital 

chapter in Indian history. This is the concluding extract from his book. 


affairs. 

During the 1720s and 1730s the 
Bharatpur Jats were treading 
cautiously and Badan Singh was not 
the man to rock the boat. He was 
content with not doing anything spec- 
tacular or dramatic, and we hear little 
about them. Badan Singh and Suraj 


„Mal gave every day of their lives to 


consolidating their position at home. 
Not only Soghar but other Jat chiefs 
who came in their way were elimin- 
ated without hesitation, with a firm 
and decisive hand. Up to the invasion 
of Nadir Shah they kept out of the way 
of the rulers at Delhi, busy with their 


grand buildings and gardens and en- 
riching themselves. No excess which 
would attract attention at Delhi was 
committed. Survival in the initial 
. years was all that mattered. 


d i ly justified the 
Badan Singh amply ju iec at 
and re: 


Jai Singh, not the most considerate 0 


men, extended every courtesy to the. 
Sinsinwar and treated him like a Җа 
The suburb of Jaipur where Ba z 

Singh stayed was named Badanpura., 


This close link between the two d! 
Sin 


longing to the Sinsinwar, clan. 
patronage of Amber had its uses. 


When Peshwa Baji Rao visited 


aipur in 1736, Jai Singh held a b 
daba in his MES Badan Sing 


could not attend, but Suraj Mal repre 


sented him, The young man was 


wer 
comed like a prince by Jai Singh. p 
durbar was not an unqualified success: 


The Peshwa’s manners left much to 


desired and caused aristocratic eye?” 
The city palace at Jaipur, built in the early 18th century, 


not go unnoticed and benefited Badan 
i jh and Suraj Mal in their dealing’ 
with troublesome Jat chiefs not 
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rows to be raised. At Jaipur Mughal 
ceremonial and etiquette were strictly 
if not joyously observed. During the 
durbar Jai Singh, noticing the conde- 
scending attitude of the Peshwa, asked 
Baji Rao why he did not treat him as 
he did the Raja of Udaipur. Baji Rao’s 
crushing. reply was, ‘The Raja of 
Udaipur is equal in rank and status 
with my own king, Sahu Maharaj, who 
had never considered the Musalman 
Padishah of Delhi as his sovereign 
while you are nothing but a Mughal 
mansabdar.’ It needed some nerve to 
say this as Baji Rao was keen to enlist 
Jai Singh's support to obtain from 
Delhi the subadari of the province of 
Malwa. Baji Rao did not stop there. He 
added injury to insult. He puffed his 
hukka and blew the smoke in the face 
of his host. Laws of hospitality forbade 
Jai Singh from creating a scene which 
would have only made an already 
nasty situation worse. 

When Jai Singh introduced Suraj 
Mal to the Maratha, Baji Rao made 
disparaging remarks about Suraj Mal's 
humble origins. The young Sinsinwar 
kept calm and responded with a digni- 
fied silence. But his guardian, Thakur 
Shardul Singh of Halena, could not 
contain himself and returned the com- 
pliment by reminding the Peshwa of 
Shivaji’s humbler origins. The first 
Jat-Maratha encounter was not a hap- 
py one. 

Badan Singh kept himself aloof from 
the Amber-Maratha and Maratha- 
Mughal exchanges. Like the Rajputs, 
the Jats, while recognising the emper- 
or às their sovereign, raised not a 
finger when Nadir Shah invaded Delhi 
in 1739. But they took full advantage 
by making inroads into Mughal terri- 
tory in the disarray following that 
invasion. A 

As their hold over their own people 
and territories tightened and as their 
wealth increased they began to flex 
their muscles, but guardedly. “The 
fame of Suraj Mal’s capacity for lead- 
ership and tough fighting qualities of 
his troops spread rapidly and there 
came repeated solicitations for his- 
sword from the highest in the land. 

The first excursion that Suraj Mal 
made outside the Jat country was m 
May 1745 when he led a Jat contingent 
under emperor Muhammad Shah in 
his expedition against Ali Muhammed 
Rohilla, and ‘fought creditably in that 
campaign’. In the next year he helped 
the Governor of Aligarh, Fatah Ali 
Khan, to regain his estate from Asad 
Khan Khananzad. At Chandaus, Sura} 
Mal routed the forces of Asad, who 
was killed in the battle. The exploits of 
Suraj Mal in this campaign and in the 
following two are described in colour- 
ful detail by Sudan in Sujan Charitra. 
From the Chandaus battle Suraj Mal 
returned with a fair amount of cas! 
and had made himself beloved of his 
Jat brethren in the Aligarh area. 

When Jai Singh Sawai died in 1743 
Badan Singh lost a patron. Jai Singh 
had ruled for forty-four years. The first 
half of his long reign was a Saga О 
success and achiegxragntm 
he built the pink city of Jaipur à 
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famous observatories at Delhi and 
Jaipur; but his later record was devoid 
of glory or success. He failed against 
the Marathas. After failing to keep 
them out of Malwa, and inducing the 
emperor to make a complete 
surrender to them in 1736 Jai Singh 
returned, to his own state and gave 


himself to sexual excess. He always . 


had a weakness for alcohol and now 
the habitual *use of aphrodisiacs to 
stimulate his failing powers entirely 
ruined his health, till at last he died of 
a loathsome disease on 21 September 
1743. Three wives and countless 
concubines committed sati." 

His death was followed by the cus- 
tomary fratricidal war between his 
sons, Ishwari Singh and Madho Singh. 
Madho Singh's mother hailed from 
Udaipur and the Rana of Mewar suc- 
cessfully used his influence and au- 
thority to get formidable support for 
his nephew. The Marathas vacillated 
and finally backed Madho Singh as did 
the rulers of Jodhpur, Bundi and 
Kotah. Only the Bharatpur Sinsinwars 
stood by Ishwari Singh, honouring 
their pledge to Jai Singh. Badan Singh, 
without the accident of noble birth, 
possessed the qualities which are 
associated with it. Ishwari Singh inher- 
ited all his father's vices. Virtue he 
had none. At the time of Ahmed Shah 


Thakur Badan Singh 


Abdali's first invasion he had run away 
from Manupur in March 1747. Even his 
wives had chided him for his cowar- 
dice. Aware of the weak character of 
Ishwari, Thakur Badan Singh .asked 
Suraj Mal to proceed to Jaipur to help 
him. Suraj Mal left Kuhmer with 
10,000 hand-picked cavalrymen, 2,000 
troopers and 2,000 spear-bearers. His 
contingent consisted of Jats, Gujars, 
Ahirs, Meenas, Rajputs and Musal- 
mans. Ishwari Singh received Suraj 
Mal with honour due to an equal. The 
Jaipur forces were led by Shiv Singh. 
With Suraj Mal were his uncles and 
cousins, Sukhram S Gokalram 
Singh, Sahaj Ram Sin _and others. 

e armies of Ishwari Singh and 
Madho Singh met on 21 August 1748'at 
Bagru, eighteen miles south-west of 
monsoon was not quite 


1 


angoti — 


drenched both sides. 7 
On the face of it the contest was 
unequal. Ishwari Singh's opponents 
outnumbered him seven to one. Madho 
Singh had an impressive array of EM 
famous names on his side, Malhar Rao pot 
Holkar, Gangadhar Tatiya, the Rana of \ 
Mewar, the ruler of Jodhpur and the 
Rajas of Bundi and Rotah. With 
Ishwari Singh was only the little- 
known Suraj Mal. What Suraj Mal 
lacked in numbers was made up by the 
quality of his troops; well-trained, ade- 
quately paid and ably led. There was 
no central coordinating agency on 
Madho Singh's side. He was in no 
position to give orders to his allies who 
were all senior to him and did not take 
kindly to any form of discipline. 
Kanwar Shiv Singh, the chief of 
Sikar, led the van. Suraj Mal was 
posted in the centre and Ishwari Singh 
commanded the rear. The artillery 
duel on the first day ended indecisive- 
ly. The advantage on the second day 
was with Madho Singh. On the second 
day Ishwari Singh lost his commander- 
in-chief, the valiant Sikar chief, and he 
appointed Suraj Mal to lead the 
harawal (van). on the third day. A 
furious and mighty battle raged 
throughout the day. Then the Maratha 
chief, Malhar Rao, sent Gangadhar 
Tantiya with a strong detachment to 
surprise the rear of Raja Ishwari 
Singh. Gangadhar marched unde- 


. tected and fell upon Sardar Singh 


Naruka of Uniara, one of Jai Singh's 
more able commanders. He threw the 
rear division into confusion and press- 
ed vigorously upon the artillery posted 
in the centre. The gunners were cut 
down and the cannon spiked; defeat _ 
stared Ishwari Singh in the face. In 
sheer desperation he asked Suraj Mal, - 
his last hope, to challenge Gangadhar. 
The young Sinsinwar obeyed without a 
moment’s pause and delivered a flank 
charge upon the advancing army. A 
grim struggle between the half- 
victorious Marathas and the stubborn 
Jats lasted two hours. At last Gan- 
gadhar was halted and pushed back.. 
Suraj Mal, restoring the broken rear 
and leaving Sardar Singh Uniara in 
command there, returned to the van to 
fight on the other front. In that sup- 
reme hour of peril he fought with 
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for the physically handicapped. 
Taking industrialisation to the 
very heart of Kerala to generate 
more employment opportu- 
nities in the rural areas.And _ | 
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within the State for total 
self-reliance, 
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superhuman valour, ‘killing’, says a 
contemporary chronicler, ‘fifty and 
wounding one hundred and eight of 
the enemy with his own hands’. Then 
night fell and the combatants parted 
to terid the wounded and cremate the 
dead and get ready for the morrow 
Suraj Mal's valour saved the day and 
made him well-known. 

A graphic account of the battle of 
Bagru is given by Sudan in Sujan 
Chariira and also by the Bundi bard 
who had the distinction of being. Raja 
Suraj Mal's namesake. He wrote: 


s the Jat began, 
har in the van, 
з shadow (night) 

juraj) 


the two champions well matched in 


to fight | 
Holkar 


and the 


opportunity to prove his strength and 
enhance his fame and power. 

On 21 June 1749, the Jodhpur ruler 
Maharaja Abhay Singh died. He com- 
bined an uncontrollable temper with 
an alarming weakness for opium. As 
subedar of Gujarat he had not disting- 
uished himself. On his death he was 
succeeded by his son Ram Singh. The 
young man's joy was shortlived. His 
maternal uncle Bakht Singh threw his 
turban in the ring. Ram Singh turned 
for help to Ishwari Singh of Amber. 
Emperor Ahmed Shah backed Bakht 
Singh and in November sent Mir Bak- 
shi Salabat Jung with a force of 18,000 
men to help him. The Mir Bakshi 
decided to proceed to Ajmer not b 
the well-established Delhi-Agra road, 
but via Mewat, which was under the 
Jat Raja. The plan was for Salabat to 
retake from the Jats portions of terri- 
tory captured by them in his suba of 
Agra and Mathura. After dealing with 
the Jats the Mir Bakshi was to proceed 
to Ajmer and unite with the forces of 
Bakht Singh. i 

The Mir Bakshi's progress was 
leisurely. He first stopped at Patuadi 
for ten days. Thereafter he ravaged 
Mewat and capture’ the mud fort of 
Nimrana in the Jat kingdom. This 
minor success made the Mir Bakshi 
overconfident and he haughtily dis- 
missed an emissary from Suraj Mal 
and decided to teach-Suraj Mal a 
lesson. Ajmer and Jodhpur were for 
the time being forgotten. Suraj Mal 
held his hand. He was watching and 
waiting. When the Mir Bakshi got to 
Sarai Sobhachand, the Jats descended 
on him, Suraj Mal with a mobile force 
of 6,000 surrounded the Mughals on 
New Year's Day 1750. Suraj Mal had 
with him important Jat chiefs. Sudan 
in Sujan Charitra mentions Gokla and 
his brother Surat Ram Singh. The 
latter led a mounted troop of 1,500, 
while Balram Singh had 1,000 troop- 
ers. Suraj Mal's brother Pratap Sin 
led 500 horsemen. The Mir Bakshi was 


surrounded on ab ug hh | 
: The 
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too late, „Retreat was blocked by the 
Jats, their mounted matchlock men 
closed in small bodies and discharged 
volleys upon the confused Muslim 
troopers without dismounting. Such a 
mobile force as Suraj Mal’s mounted 
matchlockmen could hardly be 
brought to the grapple in the darkness 


of night.’ The Jats charged with speed | 


and determination causing man 
deaths. Among those killed ware tHe 
important Mughal commanders; Ali 
Rustum Khan and Hakim Khan. Sala- 
bat Khan was now at the mercy of 
Suraj Mal. 

After three days Salabat thought 
discretion the better part of valour 
and sued for peace, Suraj Mal did not 


wish to have the btood of an imperial | 


Umra on his hands and graciously 
accepted the peace offer. This was an 
act of statesmanship; he was winning 
and he made no move to provoke 
further the Mir Bakshi or arouse suspi- 


clon at Delhi, The Bakshi had earlier | 
demanded over twenty million rupees | 


from Raja Badan Singh for the few 
villages which the Jats had taken. 
These, the Bakshi alleged, were a part 
of his jagir. The money demanded was 
out of all proportion to the value of 
these villages and Badan Singh had no 
intention whatsoever of paying even a 
tenth of the sum. Suraj Mal asked his 
very young son Jawahar Singh to con- 
duct the peace negotiations with the 
Bakshi. This was the young prince’s 
debut as a soldier-emissary. He con- 
ducted himself to the entire satisfac- 
tion of his father and grandfather, and 
gave no indication of the bellicosity 
which in years ahead was to cause 
much heartache and bloodshed. 

The Mir Bakshi accepted the term 
on which the Jats would agree to 
peace: 

i) The imperial government would 
promise not to cut down pipal trees; 

ii) nor hinder the worship of that 
tree; koe 
iii) not to offer any insult or injury 
to the Hindu temples in the region; 

iv) Suraj Mal would collect fifteen 
lakh rupees from the Rajputs as the 
revenue of the province of Ajmer and 
pay it into the imperial exchequer, 


provided the Mir Bakshi did not pro- | 


ceed beyond Narnol... 


The Jat gains were considerable. | 


Victory over an Amir-ul-Umara was 
not ап everyday event. Salabat Jung 
should have known better than to 
antagonise the one power that alone 
could have protected his subah of 
Agra. This success gave Suraj Mal and 
the Jats new confidence. It proved 
their military potential. The terms of 
the treaty were a public recognition of 
the Bharatpur rulers’ superior, position 
in Braj Mandal, justifying their title of 
Braj Raj. Lastly this victory gave the 
Sinsinwars undisputed leadership of 
all Jats. At the age of 43, Suraj Mal 
was the coming man in Hindustan. 
With the death of Маашш ыш» їп 
there was no on 

а: strength, diplomatic skill, 
administrative ability and soundness 
of political. judgement ог 
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Moushumi in a still from Yun Вһее Нога Hai 


Wiz even a puny-sized 

Kiran Vairale who is 
very confident of her looks, 
snorts in disgust at Padmini 
Kohlapure’s looks and says 
that she herself has better 
looks than her, the latter's 

‚ confidence.gets 
badly shaken. To add to her 
eternal pimple problem, she 
has this newly-sprouted 
double chin and a tendency 
to become fat, all of which 

| depress her very much in- 

/ deed. With Christie O'Neil 
and Rati Agnihotri looking 
so slim and pretty at Dev’s 
party it is hardly surprising 
that Padmini was visibly 
disturbed. 


at’s wrong with Chin- 
| tu Rishi Kapoor? 
Where is that bubbly youth- 
ess which endeared him 
to the entire young crowd, 
since his Bobby days? Like 
Rajesh Khanna before him, 
whose popularity was at its 
peak just before his mar- 
riage and lessened im- 
mediately after it, the same 
tragic fate seems to have 
affected Rishi whose status 
may not have been as great 
as Rajesh's before his mar- 
riage but at least he wasn't 
as obscure as he is today. In 
fact you hear more of Neetu 


ooks like Moushumi 
Chatterjr's career is 
really jinxed. When her film 
Daasi was about to be re- 
leased there-was a spate of 
publicity announcing the re- 
volution it was going to 
cause.in her future. But the 
other actress in the film, 
Rekha, managed to share 
equal if not more plaudits 
with her, and her hopes 
dwindled. Then with the 
exit of Parveen Babi, during 
her spell of illness, Moushu- 
mi had quietly bagged 
Babi’s role in Manmohan 
Desar’s Desh Premee and 
thought she would suddenly 
shoot up when she did this 
prestigious hit-maker’s film, 
But Parveen is back again 
with a bang and the whole 
industry is agog wooing her 
back into the fold so 
Moushumi is out in the cold 
once again. And that is not 
all. There was a lovely role 
for her in Nagi Reddy's nex: 
film with a host of stars led 
by Rakhee and Sanjeev, and 
she was sure that being Nagi 
Reddy’s favourite heroine, 
this film with its plum role 
would help her win the-:acco- 
lades. U ortunately, she 


was coolly replaced b 
Deepti Naval. Now if des 
Isn't a jinx, what is? 


n ow that Mahesh Bhatt | 
Ne openly begun | 
saying sncompluusutety | 
things about the poor gir] 
Parveen, (I say she's poor 
because he has his wife and 
child to go Dade to anq w 

i his productions. has no one!) guess w o he is 

That Е to put two cottoning after? Old girl 

and two together and say Shabana of course. Shabana 

that he is А his has known him for a long 


hy is poor Tina being 
Wide the scapegoat in 
the family feud: Sunjay ver- 
sus Sunil Dutt? Whatever 
happens between father 
and son is not her fault. 
Sunil did not take her in 


hatred for her because he time now, in a very platonic ve 
doesn’t want to СОШ ове relationship. ar 
ationship with his с ___ 
ADS. the financial bur- Parveen is back and how! ч 
den Sunil had to face to ко 
fight Nargis’ inevitable fate, ER 
itis fair that he should work Jus 
out success-spinning films. | о) 
If he wants more successful | ihia 
stars like Smita Patil and | ch 
Padmini Kohlapure in his | са 
productions, then why a cffe 
should anyone mind? Out- ( bey 
side calculations are doing ie 
their best to see that rela- Bal 
tions are completely wreck- con 
ed between Sunil and Tina. for 


A close friend of Мапорѕ 
had once remarked to 
me that for all his success as 
an actor, Manoj Kumar has 

zero individual star-power. 
Which means, in simple 
words, he is simply not a 
matinee idol, in spite of all 
those money-spinners he is 
bringing out and managing 
to make while every other 
multi-star-filmmaker has 
failed miserably. This per- 
son also tells me that Manoj j 
Kumar does not have a sing 
le fan who asks for a fan- 
photograph of him. Yet 
the same people flock to 
see his films by the 
millions. 


DURGAPRASAD 
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Kiran: better looks than Padmini | 


than him. 
56 ; ; | 
> : CC-0. In Public Domain. UP State Museum, Hazratganj. Lucknow А 
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ith the box-office 
Му of Bhagyaraj's 
Vidium Varai Kathiru, 
karate fifth degree black- 
belt holder RVT Mani is 
now hanging on to the 
industry with the film 
Kiaiai. But the moustachio 
is far from a happy man. 
just at a time when he 
wants to give up playing the 
thug and prove himself as a 
*character actor," the 
grapevine says that two 
offers to play the role of a 
psychiatrist and a sanyasi 
have fallen through, and 
Balu Mahendra is seriously 
considering signing Mani up 
for a tough policeman's role. 


mita Patil's success in 

Chakra has sent a whole 
lot of new faces scuttling to 
the studios aspiring for 
*rustic roles." *I can't 
understand though why 
directors keep harping on 
Suhasini all the time 
instead of trying us out," 
said an indignant Kalpana, 
who like most others cannot 
see that she made the 
mistake young Suhasini has 
not. She has shown directors 
too much of her anatomy in 
too short a time, and so put 
herself in a position where 
she is considered only for 
the sexier roles. 


ЕЛЕЕ сыш» Ен or 
Saritha in Those Seven Da S, 


ith his late night 
drunken sprees 


- becoming more and more 


frequent, Pratapis once 
again the butt of stale one- 
liners, like, “why did 
PratHap take a ladder to to 


the drinks party?" A .In PE 


*because he heard that the 


Ca es [uiu cuis ey d turc Rie tL) 


climbing the la 


udos to Dasari Narayau 

Rao whose х 
Premabhishekam is doing 
brisk business here. While 
his contemporaries have so 
far been content to tal 
about artiste-upliftment, 
Dasari has managed to do | 
something concrete instead. 
An institution, Dasari 
Educational Trust, with a 
revolving fund of Rs five 
lakhs has been set up for the 
romotion of education to 
the children of artistes. 


Pratap: the butt of jokes 


s Bhagyaraj:s 


_ sex symbol. РЇЇ continue to 


/ 


he box office may not be 

kind to thirty-year old 
Girish Kasaravalli but the 
award selecting panels 4 
certainly are. Remember : 
Ghatashraddha his first 
feature film in 1978 that 
bagged awards for the best 
music (Karanth), the best 
child artiste (Ajit Kumar) 
and the Dada Saheb Phalke 
award? Now his Mooru 
Darigalu—the story of a 
sensitive college girl, 
Nirmala, creditably played 
by Kannada producer- 
director V. Krishna 
Swainy's daughter | 
Sriranga—appears to be on 
its way to similar acclaim, 
having already captured 
four Karnataka state 
awards. “I can only put 
down its box-office failure | d 
to faulty distribution," says 
Girish. 


ctress Roopa seems to 

be coming out on top. 
She is quick to talk shop 
about a large family 
(referring to the industry of 
course), equate Kamal with 
her northern hero Sanjeev 
Kumar, and discuss Povel 
Blay. (Much later did it 
transpire that the movie in 
question is nothing but the 
Goldie Hawn starrer Foul 

- Play). Says Roopa: “As { 

much as I admire her 
(Goldie's) acting, I will 
never be branded like her: a 


wear a saree and insist on 
the big difference between | 
glamour and sex-appeal.” ү 


єє hich mordern тап | 
: wants to look at ; 
something as drab as the 
saree anymore?" asks 
Supriya who showed off her ` 
ample flab in Plagaripa 
Banathale. The self-styled 
glamour queen appears to 
have permanently 
discarded the saree to wear 
over-tight sweaters and 
micro-minis from the 
mordern wardrobe she’s 
been boasting about. The - 
ploy seems to have worked 
though, and she has been ` 
chosen to play the lead in 
Sisirathila Malayalam 
version of My Fair Ladyin 
which the fair lady  — 
ultimately turns into a 
glamorous dancer. 


кез — — 
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A unique 
Gasket Release 
System makes it 

. the safest 
pressure cooker 
you can buy 


When food clogs the weight valve. excess 
pressure builds up inside your pressure cooker. 
The safety of your cooker then depends upon 
the safety plug only. But what if your plug is 


. Spunous? You never know. ..... because you 
can't tell a spurious from a genuine safety 
plug. 


That is why we developed 
The New Prestige with total 
safety built into its basic 
design. Its unique Gasket 
Release System ensures the 
absolute safety of your pressure cooker 
under any conditions by making the safety 
plug unnecessary. 


How the unique Gasket Release System 
makes The New Prestige 100% safe 


When more pressure than necessary 
builds up, the unique Gasket Release 
System built into the lid enables the 
rubber gasket inside to stretch 
Out and release the excess 
steam downwards, safely 
and gently. There is no 
eruption. No mess. 


it | 
ШК 

The system is so reliable that it never fails 
to work. Even with a spurious or old rubb г 


gasket. with a spurious safety plug, with the, 


most careless handling. . . .it works! Always. 
To give you a pressurecooker you can rely 
upon for utmost safety. Я 


" Six convenient sizes. 


The New Prestige is more convenient 
Once the gasket lets off the steam, 
push it back in and your cooker is 
ready for use again. . „іп seconds. 
As the safety plug is never 
needed you don't ever 
need to replace or worry 
about it. 
The New Prestige 
‘is much more durable 
As pressure never 
reaches dangerous 
levels there is less wear 
and tear on the cooker, 4 Р 
The New Prestige 4 
lasts longer than - 
other cookers. 


Plus all the advantages that made 
Prestige the most wanted pressure 
cooker for over 30 years in India 


1 


г —] ° Maximum cooking space with 

| larger containers and an outer 
fitting lid so you can cook a whole 
meal in minutes. 


* Double-locking lid for additional 
safety— prevents anyone from 
opening the cooker while there 
is pressure- inside. 


+ Easy maintenance with service 
N centres all over India. 


J * The ISI assurance of quality. 


A tk Product | 


The New Prestige comes with 
many more advantages 
* A more durable extra thick base. 


` Sturdier handles with long-lasting 
stainless steel screws. 


* A new auxiliary handle with a 
better grip that stays cool. 


° New trivet designed for strength 
and greater rigidity. 


" Beautiful new mirror finish. 
* An exciting new recipe book. 


the people who introduced 


. : i. үис те cooking to India 
——  — ӨТТ Pubtie-Prormenim- D E-Stete-Museum. Hazratgapi, Lucknow!” "Peg foo 
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су ARIES (15 ApriL—14 May) 

This is going to be a busy 
week for you, socially. 
Friends and relatives will 
add to your share of joy. 
But, your work will demand a great deal 
of your attention. Do not be disheartened 
by hardships and obstacles you might 


Ф 


409 


<>» 


SA 


face at work. Patience and courage are ' 


all you need to tide over your difficulties. 
There are chances that you might have 
to undertake a journey. Good dates: 20, 
22 and 25. Lucky numbers: 1, 6 and 9. 
Favourable direction: Southwest. 
TAURUS (15 May—14 June) 
A moderately successful 
week lies ahead of you 
provided you are cautious 
in your words and actions 
this week. The financial front does not 
look too bright, although there are 
chances of unexpected gains. Conse- 
quently, you are advised to exercise 
caution on the financial front. Try to curb 
your impulsiveness and refrain from tak- 
ing erratic decisions. Good dates: 21, 23 
and 25. Lucky numbers: 3, 5 and 7. 
Favourable direction: West. 
GEMINI (15 June—14 July) 
^| This unfortunately is not a 
very lucky week for you. 
Exercise caution on all 
fronts. Pay full attention to 
your work and do not neglect even the 
most insignificant details. A new 
friendship will prove to be very helpful. 
However, do not get carried away by the 
friendship, but keep a close watch on 
your purse. This is not a good week for 
change or for romance either. Good dates: 
20, 23 and 26. Lucky numbers: 3, 6 and 7. 
Favourable direction: North. 
CANCER (15 July—14 Au- 
gust) This is a very good 
week for romance, 
courtship and marriage. 
So, do not hesitate to pur- 
sue matrimonial correspondence that 
has been pending for so long. However, 
a word of caution: do not take a hurried 
decision. For those with emotional prob- 
lems, this week you will be able to rid 
yourself of your problems. The profes- 
sional front does not look too bright, so 
be careful. Good dates: 22, 24 and 26. 
Lucky numbers: 1, 5 and 7. Favourable 
direction: South. 


For those born between 15 September and 14 bi Н are, by 
h accoun 

nature, extremely hard working whic ans of wearing of around 

e. In an attem 


middle-age, but thatjponlya ене В у 


affluence. Your affluence may show si 


make quick money, some of you hav 


LEO (15 August—14 Septem- 
ber) This unfortunately, is 
not a good week for you. 
Be on your guard: a friend 
is out to deceive you. You 

are likely to enter into heated debates 

with your superiors at work, which will not 
be helpful for your future. So, try to check 
your temper and avoid gettiag into con- 
troversies with people who matter. You 
might lose a~friend because of your 
outspokenness. Good Dates: 21, 22 and 

26. Lucky numbers: 2, 5 and 7. Favourable 

direction: West. 


622220 VIRGO (15 September—14 
Wa 6 October) This is a week of 
з 

A | 


‘mixed fortunes, Those in 
service are likely to face 
difficulties at work. But 
those on the lookout, are likely to find a 
job. Controversies and arguments are at 
best avoided this week, for they will not 
be beneficial in the long run. The heaith 
of an elderly member of the family is 
likely to cause you some problems. Keep 
an eye on your health too. Good dates: 22, 
23 and 25. Lucky numbers: 2, 4 and 9. 
Favourable direction: Northwest.. 

LIBRA (15 October—14 
November) This is a week of 
= success for you, so forge 
TT ahead on all fronts. There 
OSAA ага chances of windfall 
gains, but the financial front is not very 
bright. So, try and exercise caution in 
dealing with property matter. This is not a 
particularly good week for making any 
changes. But, in case a change is &bso- 
lutely essential, do not hesitate to consult 
your elders.Good dates:21 and 24. Lucky 
numbers: 2, 6 and 8. Favourable direction: 


South. 


SCORPIO (15 November—14 
December) A very good 
week for businessmen. Do 
not hesitate to undertake 
new contracts. For those in 
service, this is a lucky week. Push forth 
your plans for chances are that they will 
be approved by your superiors. Your only 
problem this week is your health, which 
might give you some cause for anxiety. 
The domestic front will not be peaceful. 
This, however, is not a good week for 
romance. Good dates: 22, 23.and 26. 


. Lucky numbers: 3, 6 and 9. Favourable 


direction: North. 


financial 


pt to 
RIPIENA 


pau 


* 


races, gambling and buying lottery tickets. If you are а busi 

man, chances аге that you will succeed in no time, - 
intuition will carry you through the toughest of tim 
services are likely to be associated 


usenteddedtums afeprinaerite unclud 


SAGITTARIUS (15 Decem- 
ber—14 January) This is a 
very good week for ro- 
mance. Love and matrimo- 
nial matters will make 
steady progress. Debts and 
pending law-suits should not worry you 
this week. A word of caution: lack of 
funds may prevent you from im- 
plementing some of your plans. Do not 
be depressed, this is only a temporary 
phase. Good dates: 20, 23 and 26. Lucky 
numbers: 2, 4 and 6. Favourable direction: 


CAPRICORN (15 January—14 
(| February) Financially this is 
a good week for you. Busi- 
ness deals will be success- 
fully undertaken this week. 
Law-suits and debts are not likely to 
cause you any anxiety. Speculative ven- 
tures are best postponed for the moment. 
The domestic front will remain peaceful. 
A word of advice: exercise caution in 
dealings with members of the opposite 
sex. Keep an eye on your health. Good 
dates: 23, 24 and 25. Lucky numbers: 3, 5 
and 9. Favourable direction: South. 
hye AQUARIUS (15 February—14 
IC March) This is not going to 
———- be a very bright week finan- 
2:9) CXS cially. So, you are advised 
to avoid speculation and 
gambling. Keep a close watch on your 
finances and you are likely to tide over 
the problems this week. Your spouse is 
going to be very helpful and give you 
some sound advice regarding your pro- 
fession. Pay attention to what your 
spouse has to say. Good dates; 20, 21 
and 24. Lucky numbers: 2, 6 and 8. 
Favourable direction: North and East. 


NECS PISCES (15 March—14 April) 
05 


This тау turn out to be a 
LLL 


с fairly good week provided 
UR you are discreet on the 

professional front. You 
might avoid getting. into controversies 
with your superiors and keeping your 
associates in good humour. This, unfor- 
tunately, is not a good week for romance, 


so be careful of the recently developed 
friendship with a member of the opposite 


sex. Keep an eye on your . 


health. Good dates: 23, 25 and 26. Lucky 
numbers: 6, 7 and 9. Favourable direction: 
South. 
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The 
blade with the . 
DIAMOND EDGE 


Binaca Toothbrush. 
Its safe "m 
“rounded bristle tips’ 
donot tear the gums. 


Ordinary 
bristle tips 
that 
tear the gums. 


The Binaca family of toothbrushes — 
theres one for everyone. 


Binaca Baby 


We took the finest stainless steel ... tempered 
it, ground it, honed it, polished it—but we 
weren't satisfied. So we vacuum-bombarded 
the edge and coated it with Teflon to create j ; SN 
the blade with the ‘diamond-edge’. Binaca Standard 


Binaca Junior 


7, 
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ULKA-BT-1/80 


New Erasmic Stainless 
Supreme—you owe 
It to your face. 


к= га smi С Віпаса Angular Deluxe 
| S STAINLESS 


upreme 


f ® . CIBA-GEIGY [ à 
Binaca 3 Iitustration/Deb: 


The technology is Erasmic. 


‘The shave is Supreme! (ШИ India's largest selling toothbrush. 
: Sr=State M 
- Statb 
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NEW DELHI: The name of Lalu, a dog 
in south Calcutta is in the voters’ list to 
the exclusion of his master. Participat- 
ing in the discussion on a private mem- 
ber’s bill in the Rajya Sabha, Mr S. P. 


of Orissa used to feed Lalu regularly. 
Eventually he found mention in the 
voters’ list as Lalu Roy but none 
bothered to enlist the former Chief 
Justice. Mr Mitra, himself a former 
judge of Calcutta High Court, was 
speaking about what he called the ‘per- 
functory manner’ in which the electoral 
lists were being prepared in Calcutta— 
Times of India (Susmit Das, Orissa) 


FEROZEPUR: Mr Suraj Parkash 
Mehta, an assistant in the office of the 
district education officer, Ferozepore, 
has been under suspension for about 
two years. He is getting 50 per cent of 
his salary without doing any work. Mr 
Sat Pal Gupta, posted as clerk in the 
office of the block education officer, 
Moga, was suspended in August last but 
he is yet to be charge-sheeted. Accord- 
ing to state government rules no em- 
ployee should be kept suspended for 
more than six months—Tribune (G. 
Singh Salaria, Pathankot) 


JAORA: A patwari of Banwada village 
in Ratlam district was transferred five 
times in a month. The patwari, Mr Nand 
Kishore, was transferred from Banwada 
to Jaora on 5 July, only to be posted 
back to Banwada on 15 July. Five days 
later, he was sent to some other area, 
but was transferred again to Jaora on 25 
July. He was again issued transfer 
orders on 29 July. Out of sheer disgust, 
Mr Nand Kishore has now proceeded on 
leave—Times of India (R. P. Srivastava, 
Raigad) : f 


NEW DELHI: A young woman forced to 
leave her husband because of alleged 
dowry harassment led a demonstration 
outside her husband's house in South 
Extension on Saturday morning (22 Au- 
gust), demanding punishment for ‘the 
treatment meted out to her. Holding 
aloft an effigy. of her husband an 


Et ыйы сера рн ت‎ ы кыбы лди орек HP CNET EP TREE 


lllustratior/Debashish Deb 


Mitra (Ind) said a former Chief Justice. 


+ 


waving placards denouncing *dowry- 
hungry dogs," the demonstrators 
shouted sldgans for nearly an hour. As 
people from neighbouring houses and 
School children gathered round them, 
the demonstrators set fire to the effigy 
to demand justice for all wives tortured 
for dowry. The demonstration was orga- 
nised by the Nari Raksha Samiti but in 
the forefront was the 23-year-old woman 
who wants her husband punished for 
the pain, she says, he has caused her— 
nee Express (Kajal Chakraborty, Cal- 
cutta 


TIRUPATI: While the Harijans have 
been embracing Islam for some time 
now, a Muslim wants puja to be per- 
formed in his name at the abode of Lord 
Venkateswara at Tirumala. According 
to Tirumala Tirupati devasthanams 
sources, he has donated Rs 1 lakh for his 
name to be included in the udayastha- 
mana seva scheme, under which a donor 
can have a special puja performed in his 
name to Lord Venkateswara every year 
on the day of his choice. The devasth- 
anams peishkar said donations were 
pouring in and soon udayasthamana 
seva would be performed every day— 
Hindu (S. Nahar, Nilgiris) 


NEW DELHI: A diminutive Mr K. C. 
Pandey found himself passed over dur- 
ing question hour in the Lok Sabha 
today (18 August). “I am here, sir, I have 
put the question,” the Congress(I) mem- 
ber protested as a puzzled Speaker 
Balram Jakhar, skipped questions in the 
absence of seferal members from the 
House. “Please forgive me,” the Speak- 
er requested Mr Pandey informing him 
that he could not sight him after he had 
called out his name. A lady member 
quipped: he should stand on the 
bench—Indian Express (Rani Bhatia, 
Ambarnath) 


NEW DELHI: It was *wrestler" versus 
“phantom” in the Rajya Sabha, on 
Thursday (20 August) when the House 
was seized with a calling attention mo- 
tion of fixation of remunerative prices 
for paddy. Addressing a hefty Mr R. 
Mohanrangam of the ATADMK—who 
was pleading the cause of the paddy 
farmer—the agriculture minister, Mr 
Birendra Singh, remarked: I would 
rather take him to be a wrestler than a 
paddy grower. Mr Mohanrangam shot 
back at the bald-headed minister that 
he too was reminded of the phantom in 
a film screened recently in the capital, 
rather than of a cultivator. A voice: 
Let's have an exhibition wrestling 
match. Minister: There are no rules 
here. It is all free style. Mr P. Ramamur; 
ti of the CPI(M) got up to request the 
chairman to instruct the rules commit. 
tee of the House to draw up rules for 
wrestling—Indian Express (Asahai,. 


New Delhi) M 
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I will not do active politics for one 
year. I do not want to behave as 
some of them did with me. They | 
started opposition the moment I 
took charge as the chief minister— | - 
Jagannath Pahadia, former CM of 
Rajasthan : 


It is the historic necessity for all 
Congressmen to come under the 
charge of Mrs Gandhi—D. B. Chan- 
dre Gowda, former Karnataka Con- 
gress (U) president : 


To be a soldier of Jawaharlal 
Nehru, Indira Gandhi and the illust- 
rious Nehru family is no ordinary | 
privilege, and like everything in 
life you don’t acquire something for 
nothing—Arjun Singh, Madhya 
Pradesh chief minister ` 


It is difficult for us to say whether | 
they (the USA), consider us as 
friends or-not—P. V. Narasimha 
Rao, union minister for external 
affairs 2 à 


The question of an alternative is 
floated by Mrs Gandhi herself so 
that everyone will admit there i$ no 
alternative to her—Jagjvan Ram 


It would be egotistical to say that 
my joining Congress(I) will make 
any qualitative change. I am not 
going to change the scene—Y. B. 
Chavan in Weekend Review. 


I have po personal ambition, no 
personal stakes, I have no riches, no 
fortune. Money hardly attracts me. 
This chair is somebody's gift. I will 
be here so long as I am wanted—T. 
Anjiah, Andhra Pradesh CM in 
Current 


People who are called intellectuals | 
in India are mental slaves of the 
West because they defend Western. 
concepts of democracy—A. R. 
Antulay, Maharashtra CM. quoted 
in Current 1 


We feel convinced that the press 
and the state need be neither sworn 
adversaries nor compulsory allies—- 
Vasant Sathe, union minister for 
information and broadcasting 


Journalists are paid well, but it is a _ 
useless profession—West Bengal 
CM Jyoti Basu quoted in The Daily 


We are brethren of that party | 
which is the largest party of India— 
Farooq Abdullah, president of 
National Conference . 


.Neutralism has become danger- 
qus Col Qadhafi, Libyan: Presi- | 
-dent Т 


They prepared their own deaths | 
and committed suicide—Bani Sadr 
on the death of Iran's President and 
Premier : 
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speeiman (White) to move 
sition after Black's 23rd move 
So now we have five grandmasters, When the 
FIDE Congress in Malta confirmed Jonathan 
Speelman's title | recalled the moment eight 
years ago at Hastings when Jim Slater 


announced his plan to award prizes to the first " 


five English grandmasters. At the time it sounded 
at best as a piece of benevolent wishful thinking, 
as England had never in its history produced 
even one grandmaster. Yet when Tony Miles 


bridge 


О НЫ SEU INN с;‏ کے ی می رہ 
Had a brilliancy. prize been offered in the Ameri-‏ 
can trials for the next Bermuda Bowl, it might‏ 
Well have gone to Ron Rubin for a subtle and‏ 
Ofiginal defensive play in the final trial.‏ 


Dealer, North Love all 
Ф 0J73 LL 
¥ 0875 8 


ro 
ته‎ со 
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The bidding went: 
SOUTH WEST NORTH EAST 


= No 
16 dble tedble 24 
No No 2NT 3% 
4% No No No 


Rubin led a low spade to his partner's Ace, A 
neart return looks fairly natural and would have 
defeated the contract, but East preferred tha 
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Many of the stamps issued Ausira during tne ^ 
1820s were in distinctive designs strongly infi. 
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gained the title in 1976 somehow the impossible 
suddenly ‘seemed so accessible. Nevertheless, 
the fact that one person has the title makes it so 
much easier for others to acquire, and Jonathan 
Speelman's rise to the title was. particularly 
impressive. His first norm came in the Philips and 
Drew tournament in London last April and his 
second a mere six months later in Yugoslavia. 
can think of few who have gained the title so 


emphatically or in such a short space of time 


Of course there is nothing magical about the 
number five and | should expect to see several 
more English grandmasters in the coming years. 
Jonathan Mestel, a natural tightrope walker, has 
been tottering on the brink of the title for some 
years now, That Nigel Short will become a grand- 
master is inevitable, and BIll Hartston would 
certainly join the club if ha found enough time to 
play іп tournaments regularly, ; ME 

Tho crucial factor in Spealman's success han 
been his ability to temper his natural attacking 
instincte and НА more soundly and positionally, 
| give a powerfully played game which he won In 
Yugoslavia en route ta his title, 
white: J, Speelman, Black: V. Kovacevic 
Queen's Gambit, Catalan System 


|, P—04, N—KB3; 2, Р—ОВ4, P—K3; 3. P—KN3, 
P—04; 4. N—KB3, B—N5-- 5. B—02, B—K2; A 
well-known manoeuvre in this opening. The point 
of the check is that the white bishop on Q2 will 
later obstruct his.own development. 

6. B—N2, 0—0; 7. 0—0, QN—O2; 8, 0—82, 
P—B3; 9. R—Q1, P—ON4: 10, P—B5, P—Qh4: 
MM ا‎ 


Jack. of clubs. South won in dummy, .ruffed a 
spade, and played King and another club, leaving 
West on play in this-position: 


&Q7 

Ф087 

% 082 

Ф – . 
^K N & 109 
vK96 >- W E V J432 
9 А943 S $75 
Ф — A — 

% — 

V A 10 { 

Ф KJ106 

& 108 


Af West exits with a low diamond, declarer can 
win with 9 8, ruff a spade, and enter dummy with 
9 Q for а discard on à Q. So what can the 
defence do about it? Rubin made a fine play - the 
9 of diamonds. Suppose now that declarer wins 
with € О, unblocking the 10, ruffs a spade and 
leads 6: West can go up with the Ace, blocking 
the second entry to dummy, 

Alan Truscott, in the New York Times, made 
much of the fact that this defence Was played on 
the first board of the match. Personally | have 


always found it easier to be alert on 
BEI board 1 than 


TERENCE REESE 


arfced by both the Art Nouveau of pre-war Vienna 
and the new Art Deco. Elements of both can be 
Seen in the high values of a long series issued in 
1922-24. The portrait, symbolising the Austrian 
republic, owes its sinuous lines and flower-like 
truncation to Art Nouveau, but Art Deco provides 
the geometric side-panels and the angular num- 
erals. The design was the work of Wilhelm 
Dachauer, who later became rector of the Vienna 
Academy of Fina Arts and continued to design 
Stamps for Austria until his "death in 1951 

Another of his stamps, one of a saries issued in 
1926 to raise funds for children's charities and 
featuring scenes from the Nibelung legends, is 
reproduced on a recent 3-schillings stamp which 
marks the centenary of the artist's birth in 1881. 


C. W. HILL 


RAR 


1i. 8 KT A nice solution to the problem of what 

to dc vith the bishop. On KB4 it.would be 

exposed 9... N—R4 and... P—B4, 

11... N--K5; 12. QN—O2, P—B4, 13. N—N3 
Ine right plan, to undermine white's 


2 . „ P—K4, bui tha wrong 
execution. 12. . . B—B3 and 13... Q—K2 is а 
more harmonious set-up. 
14. N—B1, "—K4; 15. N—Q 
Nx KP; 17. f 


8—83; 18. рур 
Ч; 18. P-—p3, N—p3: 


19. 0—02! Thre ing to win a bishop with 20. 
P—B4, B—O5 "КЗ ' 

19... Naa; 2 f Suicide, Black 
hopes to cc: 3 ог hisp af inferiority 
by opening some fi round tho dng, but 
merely succesds ai osing the weaknesses in 
his own can 

21. Px P, Вх; 22, М: 23, A10, AKA: 

Di; 

24, Pom iA! Ver strong. ho PKI 25 рур 
followed by R- М anc Sliacka ОВР becomes 
unbearably v 

24... № G 8. BN 


Nx P^. 27. KRI, | xP, Рур, oe 


NAR т 0, 
PBB! В--Я3; То capiure wn would loge 
tho knight. А 
20. Rn P, QR—IC31; 31. | 3 №2; 32, Н—08 
Avoiding the trap 32. R x i^  N--KO1I with mate on 
KB8 suddenly threatened. 
32... B8—81; 33. R—B1 
35. R(B1)x A, Bx R+ 
В—06 and Black resigne: 


MICHAEL ST 


T 


1. Bx N, Rx B; 
5, B—N5; 37, 


e oD 


quiz 


QUESTIONS 


1. Who is the founder of modern 
Zionism ? 

2. With what would you ¿ssocieia the 
international style ? 

3. On which date did Chris pher Col- 
umbus sight land after he sailed out? 
4. The word Mach, used to denote 
Speed, came from а Czech-bo:n German 
physicist. What is his name * 

5. What is Panay-Hiligaynon > 

6. Where is the Painted Dc. srt ? 
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PEANUTS 


featuring 


Good of 


CharlieBrown” 


by Sha 


=¬ 


NOw AFTER YOU LOSE 
CÛ WONT HAVE 
TO WALK SO FAR TO BANG 
YOUR HEAD ASAINST Ã TREE 


WHAT'S 
THIS TREE 
DOING 


(LL CALL) 
BILLY MARTIN..| | 
MAYBE HE'LL =. 

Ne. i 


GET THAT TREE 
OUT OF HERE! 


Housewives! 


Here’s the answer 
to all your : 
cleaning problems TEEPOL 


multi-purpose liquid detergent : 
TEEPOL—a world-class product TEEPOL— saves you money doses | 
used by women the world over Teepol is concentrated. You need EE | 
Teepol is a quality detergent us to use only a little to do j oce 2 


a great cleaning job. -~ 


Í formulation of sha : 

4 worldwide, which IL са , 
(a Mafatlal-Shell _ ep 
( еза 


| Company) now brings EL LL 
to Indian housewives. "wm m ү 


TEEPOL— drives dirt out faster 
Teepol, being a liquid detergent, 
dissolves instantly in 
water, So you can start, 
washing-up whatever 
you want right away. 


TEEPOL- the versatile cleanser 

it is the one liquid detergent that 
does the job of many. It cleans tiles, 
л bottles, jars. windows, mirrors, 
instantly \\ woodwork, carpets, furnishings, 


TEEPOL—cuts grease 


dishes, cutlery, ovens, sanitary- — . 


Due to its powerful j 
*ware and floors. Š 


detergent action, Teepol 
wipes out every grace 


of grease. It cleans Marketed Бу: 


i ith half the effort. A 3 
5 55 twice as well р NATIONAL ORGANIC CHEMICAL 
(аб Ж ; INDUSTRIES LTD. _ 
V^ ق‎ cce : > P мааа! Centre, 
m 2 ‘Bombay 400 02 
l l i 3 d A little TEEPOL does a lot of cleaning. 
BPR Pub E 
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| T d | ae poni ) eene 
D MAE DIVIUE SEA 


TAND THA T NIGHT; ON THE OUTSKIRTS © | DON'T TRUST THAT 


(OF THE. ooo NEAR THE GAULISH ° DRUID AND HIS SECRET 
WEAPONS! | THINK I'D 


BETTER GO SCOUTING / г ___« à 
AHEAD BEFORE WE ~ e RIGHT, BUT ~ 


М ; ; ie HURRY UP ' I CAN'T 
Se eee $ 7 WAIT TO GETMY } 
| A REVENGE ON THOSE 
B, Lae ud 


AND WHATEVER 
YOU DO, DON'T MOVE 
TILL | GET 


THE GODS OF 


> THE UNDER WORLD 2 HA ТУЫ LA H4O 


THAT Foot сомвемт—, GOES THERE? $ 


‚ IDIOTIX ON SENTRY 


YOU CAN COME IN BuT IF WE'RE AFRAID THE ROMANS ~ 
| WERE YOU I'D KEER M MAY COME BACK. BUT LUCKILY 
DISTANCE FROM MASESTIX ! GETAFIX THE DRUID HAS MADE 
UM venen 5 SOME OF HIS MAGIC POTION. 
1 MOUNTING GUARD PHRENIX'S HUT! 
| | LIKE THIS? WHAT 
bos vou AFRAID 


I'VE NEVER 

BEEN ABLE TO \ 
SEE STARS INSIDE A } 
— HUT BEFORE ' 
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ANYWAY, IT WOULD BE DANGEROUS 
TO GIVE (T TO ASTERIX . ANYONE 


77 DO SOMETHING, GETAFIX! 
WHO DRINKS MY ELIXIR CANT 
TAKE THE MAGIC POTION AETER- 


VE HIM SOME OF THE ELIXIR aT , 555 
DEAR 7 AN | WARDS... THE MIXTURE HAS 
SOME RATHER. STRANGE 
EFFECTS! 


— “HUH! MAGIC PODON E | 
P^ BUT LUCKILY «ү 2 ORNOMA WE 
| == A ON EVERYON DEAL WITH THE 
ASTERIX 15 ALL} LC ASTERIK (CODE UR HA CAN DEA NT i 
2 - 1 i SS A 
= 2 p SURE TO DOSE THE 4 5 У” SPOKEN ОКЕ — 
THIS TIME | ROMANS WITH IT. 4 p D THE TRLIE SON OF 


REALLY DO THINK 
THE SKY HAS FALLEN 


oN MY HEAD i 
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SHARAD PAWAR's ‘UNITY’ DREAM 


SHARAD Pawar, the newly elected 
resident of the Congress(U) had a 
Iu time in Delhi: he spent all of 
his precious time in wooing the 
Janata party president Mr Chandra 
Shekhar, pacitying the fiery George 
Fernandes and befriending Mr H. 
N. Bahuguna. Mr Pawar had 
apparently told Mr Chandra 
Shekhar that he was willing to 
merge his Congress(U) with the 
Janata party. What was the out- 
come of his meeting with Mr Fer- 
nandes? Mr Pawar made it clear 
that he was ready to merge his 
party with the Lok Dal but he finds 
it rather difficult to work with 
Chaudhury Charan Singh. After the 
discussion, however, Mr Pawar 


CONG(I) LEARNS THE RULES FROM BJP 


MR Chiman Shukla, BJP leader and 
former Janata party MP went.on a 
- * 20-day-long fast in Rajkote with the 
demand that Mr Magan Sonpal, a 
small-time grocer who was once a 
BJP supporter but had defected to 
the Congress(I) should resign his 
membership and contest once again 
on a Congress(I) ticket. He claimed 
that this was in the tradition of 
Gandhian socialism and would 
establish a moral code. Mr Shukla 
Bot a tremendous response—even 
frem the Congress(I) high com- 
mand. Government circles in Delhi 


CC-0. In Public Domain. UP State Museum, Hazratganj. Lucknow 


erfectly happy and satis- 
IR NGC only Ait he was con- 
vinced that it would not be all that 
difficult to get along with 
Chaudhury Charan Singh. Before 
Mr Pawar left Delhi he made it a 
peint to see Mr Bahuguna. He had 
even told Mr Bahuguna that he was 
prepared to cooperate with him and 
was ready to finance him whenever 
the need arose. In the mearrtime, 
Mr Pawar has rechristened his par- 
ty as the Congress(S). While clar- 
ifying the meaning of “S” he ex- 
pressed his gratitude to Mr Raj 
Narain: after, all it was Mr Raj 
Narain who declared in July 1979 
that “S” stood for “secular”. 


sent instructions to the Gujarat 
CM, Madhavsinh Solanki, to save 
.Mr Shukla at any cost. Finally, the 
state Congress(I) and Mr Shukla 
reached an agreement: Mr Sonpal 
would be asked to resign. Inciden- 
tally, Mr Sonpal, after switching 
camps has cleared the debts of his? 
sister and also purchased a piece of 
land. Delhi’s political circle is now 
asking a very vital question: Why 
aren’t the Congress(I) leaders im- 
plementing the same rule in the 
Parliament for members who have 
defected to the Congress(I)? 


tion Trust, Delhi and eGangotri 


———— 


LOBBYING _ 
POLICEMEN 


———ї————— = 
DELHI police have been operating 
without a deputy commissioner (tr. 
affic),. since the first week of Ay. 
gust, 1981. Mr P. S. Bawa, who was 
the DCP (traffic), has been ele. 
vated to the post of additional 
police commissioner, for the 
Asiads. So the post of the DCP is 
lying vacant. The reason for not 
being able to fill up the post yet 
seems to be the endless political 
manipulations and manoeuvrings, 
A certain DCP who has been work. 
ing in the Delhi police headquar. 
ters has been trying to grab the 
post, immediately after Mr Bawa 
was promoted. In fact, he was 
almost certain that this prize post 
would go to him. But soon a rival 
DCP from one of the six districts of 
the capital appeared on the scene, 
equally keen to bag the post. Both 
of them are now lobbying in Delhi 
for the post. One of them is sup- 
ported by the powerful Congress(I) 
lobby close to the police commis- 
signer Mr P. S. Bhinder, and the 
other one is being backed by sever- 
al bureaucrats of the home minis- 
try. The sufferer in this power game 
is none other than the traffic de- 
partment which is still working 
without a DCP. 


SWAMY: A FRIEND 
INDEED 


Жайы LEE EE _____ 
SUBRAMANIAM Swamy, the out- 
spoken Janata party MP is in for 
good days. He secured the support 
of the seven Janata party members 
of the Lok Sabha while contesting 
for the post of deputy leader of the 
Janata Parliamentary party against 
Mr Ravindra Verma. Mr Swamy, 
however, was beaten in the 
final count, But Mr Verma Se. 
cured only four votes from the Lo 
Sabha: those of Mr Madhu Danda: 
vate, Mrs Premila Dandavate, 
Chandra Shekhar апа, of course: 
Mr Verma himself. The defeat, 
however, could not dampen Mr 
Swamy’s spirits. Mr Swamy is £0" 
ing on a visit to Israel in Octo iS 
He will, of course, meet lsrae T 
Prime Minister Begin. But that 1 
not the real coup that Swamy у 
achieved. On the same (21р, 
80 on to meet the PLO's lly 
Arafat! Which is unique. Norma en 
Arabs do not allow a visitor tO Өе 
enter their countries if that P84 
has been to Israel. 


D. E. NIZAMUDDIN 
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Bhilwara 


I suitings-shirtings 


comparable with the best in every respect 
but one — price, which is pleasantly moderate. 
Created by 


Riese Bhilwara Synthetics ltd, 
i | Dhilvara. 
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| Krackjac 
` a national weakness. 


Some swear it's sweet. Others insist it’s salty. 
i All agree it's tasty, tasty, tasty. 


Genuine Krackjack 
Is never sold loose. 
Never. 

Ask for this pack.. 

j A 
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* 9 
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When the heat 
squeezes out 
your energy... 


 Glucon- 


For extra energy— just when you need it. 


There's nothing more exhausting 
than the heat. And working in the 
hot weather leaves you feeling really 
tired, listless. That's when you need 
refreshing, cooling Glucon-D. It gives 
you extra energy — just when you 
need it. 

Glucon-D is the new name for 
Glaxose-D, trusted by millions for over 
30 years. Stir it into any drink—juice, | 
milk, tea, coffee, water—or 
just have it plain. And feel 
the energy come rushing 
back. € 


Касен 


Dh 


Glucon-D is for your whole 
family. To help them carry on— 
at work and play. Glucon-D. 


In the same familiar green pack. 


Mun 


The genuine glucose powder enriched with Vitamin D 
and calcium phosphates from G/axo. 


^ 
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FOR birthstone for May, |n | 
various banded or la | 


: Yereg | 

colours, its hardness оп | 

THE MONT Mohs' scale is 6.5—7. | 
It symbolises a happy, | 

prosperous vocation. 
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Indian Bank helps spread happiness in every field | | s 
: ? à i 
Indian bank-the gem for all - 
SCasons, by all reasons |! WI 
Banking symbolises money. Money helps build e | | 
fortunes of individuals, organisations and =. 
nations. As.an Agent of Change, Indian Bank A | 
provides money for productive needs and also 3 
banking service for all kinds of transactions. $ ы о 
At Indian Bank, your standing instructions for Hx | 
Payment of rent, premium, transfer of funds or A 
other periodic payments are carried out promptly. - ш 


Your cheques, dividend warrants, pension 
payments, are collected. 


Indian Bank's specialised Department for Credit E | 
Assista 


Stance to Weaker Sections 
for financing self -employment 


© сз 
est, Small industries, Agriculture and k 
Exports receive special attention and preferred i 
treatment. 3 - 
For your savings to grow 


P convenient schemes iL dion Bank . i Helps build your fortune | 
то кей а) 25 to your NOW STUDDED IN PLATINUM 
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VOLUME 9 
ISSUE 47 
RS2 


bd 


ear device at Pokhran in 
the Rajasthan desert in 1974. Is the feat going to be repeated 
near the old site soon, this time with a vastly more powerful 
device? Shubhabrata Bhattacharya visited the area and found all. 
the tell-tale signs indicating that something big is about to 
happen. Page 12. 


The new tensions in the region have inevitably rekindled the old 
Indo-Pak hostilities over Kashmir and brought into focus its 
ageing leader Sheikh Abdullah. Can the lion still roar? Kuldip 
nayar went to Srinagar to find an answer to this question and 
spoke at length to the Sheikh on the various problems facing his 
siate. ` Page 16 


i ч. 


After the arrest of N. Biseshwar Singh | 3 
made yet another breakthrough in its fight agalns, Ga үе ды 
Manipur. Th Kunj Bihari, the chairman of the outia "alor on 
Liberation Army of Manipur, was killed in an army СЕ Page 28 
the outskirts of Imphal. An exclusive on-the-spot report. 


n June 1981, the army has 


AN ANANDA BAZAR PUBLICATION 


· SUNDAY SPECIAL 


| with N. Venkataraman Reddy by Syed Majeedul Hasan 
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avour you can taste. | | 
lavour you can feel. E | 
apstan flavour. | 
There's nothing like it. | | 
2 | 1 


‘CAPSTAN 


FILTER KINGS 


makes it ` 
India's 
largest selling 
filter kings. 
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srran wrung CIGARETTE SMOKING IS INJURIOUS TO HEALTH 
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з irculars have come to ac- 
|! quire rather unpleasant 
associations among 
judges and lawyers. The 

$e Janata government under 
Mr Morarji Desai issued one saying 
that new appointees to the High 
Courts and the Supreme Court 
should stop drinking on joining the 
bench. Mrs Gandhi's government 
later issued another to lay down 
that temporary judges must accept 
the principle of transfer to any 
High Court in the country before 
they were considered for a perma- 
nent appointment. 

Recently a letter, which may be 
called a circular, came from the 
Supreme Court proposing the eli- 


mination of oral arguments in cer- - 
tain preliminary—mostly miscel-. 
laneous—matters. Instead, two: 


judges would go over the written 
argument circulated to them and 
decide whether to allow an oral 
argument at all. In situations where 
even one of them felt that it should 
be allowed, it would be. 

The first two circulars shocked 
the nation because one showed the 
judges in a bad light and tried to 
interfere in their private lives and 
the other tried to pressurise the 
judiciary. But more than that was 
the people's suspicion that the ex- 
ecutive was trying to subordinate 
the rule of law to suit its own 
whims. The latest circular—the 
Supreme Court insísts on calling it 
a letter—would not have created 
the storm it did if the Supreme 
Court's intentions were not 
doubted. The feeling among 
lawyers is that it is only the begin- 
ning and that at a later stage oral 
hearings may be excluded even in 
regular appeals. : 

Not many people can take excep: 
tion to the elimination of oral hear- 
ings in petitions relating to exten- 
sion of time in paying court fee, 
fixation of an early hearing, trans- 
fer of a matter to another court, 
consolidation of cases on the same 
issue and so on. These are minor 
matters which now take up nearly 
40 per cent of the Supreme Courts 
time. The practice of hand written 
argument is normal in Britain an 
America, whose. legal procedures 
we generally follow. In fact, an ora 
argument is rarely allowed in those 
countries—it was done in the Pen- 
tagon papers case and even there 
arguments were restricted to ha 
an hour for each side: . s 

In India lawyers, even when i 
by the bench that the points raise 


are irrelevant, continue to argue 45 
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By KULDIP NAYAR 


SOT SSS 
if the purpose is to impress the 


client. And, for a simple matter, 
which does not take even five mi- 
nutes in a law court, a senior advo- 
cate charges Rs 1,100 over the 
table. It is on Mondays and Fridays 
that such matters are slated before 
the Supreme Court and senior 
advocates have four to five such 
cases each day. 

Every Prime Minister, beginning 
with Nehru, has pointed out how 
prolonged hearings have defeated 
the purpose of justice. Among the 
remedial suggestions mooted has 
been the reduction of arguments. 
These days hundreds of 
cases are filed and one finds that 
the arrears of cases in the Supreme 
Court are about 50,000 and in the 
High Courts more than eight lakhs. 
Any step taken to scale down this 
accumulation should be welcome. 

The common man has to go 
through so many layers of litigation 
that he is eventually physically, 
mentally and financially exhausted 


and both parties are in such dire 


straits. so as to be unable to pay for 
a court decree. A Supreme Court 
judge said the other day that by the 
time a dispute was finally settled, 
the invariable prospect was that 
one of the parties might. not be 
alive to hear the verdict. In fact on 
this issue, no one can be opposed to 
ways to quicken the pace of justice. 
The reason why the Supreme 
Court circular became suspect was 
the sequence of events prior to it. 
Many things have taken place in 
the last two years which suggest 
relentless pressure by the execu- 
tive on the judiciary. First Mrs 
Gandhi wanted the Chief Justice of 
all High Courts to be transferred. 
Then she approached the Chief Jus- 
tice of India to give the executive 
blanket permission to transfer High 
Court judges and recently her 
hand-picked law commission issued 
a questionnaire suggesting a 
bifurcation of the Supreme Court. 
The later circular, welcome in some 
ways, came at a fime when the 
public was concerned over the 
series of the steps Mrs Gandhi да 
been taking to shackle the lega 
system. 
even then the circular would 
have been discussed on its merit 
had it not been issued on the eve of 


deGangoti ^ — . ^ - 


ry: intimidated 
through circulars 


т 


elections to the Supreme Court Bar 
Association. No senior advo?ate, 
much less the leaders of the profes- 
sion, Mr A. K. Sen, Mr Ram Jeth- 
malani ahd Mr Govind Mukhoty, 
who were contesting the elections 
themselves, could have admitted 
that the points raised by the Sup- 
reme Court were worth discussing, 
Elections, of whatever nature, cre- 
ate a populistic atmosphere. The 
degouncement of the circular went . 
down well with the bar hence no 
speaker at the meeting of the bar 
association dared to say anything in 
favour of iteven though some say: 
privately that if a judge could not 
appreciate the point made in a 
written argument he would not do 
so even in an oral heaping. 

But one also gets the feeling that 
the Supreme Court was waiting for 
an opportunity to hit back because 
of the battering it has been receiv- 
ing at the hands of the bar for a 
long time. The Supreme Court 
judges discussed the circular at a 
meeting and some reportedly men- 


.tjoned how the bar looked for every 


opportunity to besmear the image 

of the judiciary. This was quite 

evident.from some of the observa- 

Hons made in the reply sent to the 
ar. | 

One observation of the Supreme 
Court was: “If the bar has at its 
heart the future of the Indian judi- 
cial system and the rule of law, 
unrestrained criticism of the jud 
must at all events be avoided." Why 
did the judges generalise so 
sweepingly? e Supreme Court 
also regretted “the tone and lan: 
guage” of the bar’s letter which was 
in no way worse than the ones it 
had addressed earlier to the Sup- 
reme Court. 

The circular in fact underlines 
the growing distance between the 
bench and the bar and how they are 
hurling allegations and counter- 
allegations at each other. There is a 
ten enc to win points at the ex _ 
pense of a good relaciona The | 
remarks made against the judges | 
during the discussion of the circu- 
lar reflect the thinking of many 
lawyers. One lending айу said 
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admire Maneka for her 
gpseliely nothing wrong if she has poli- 
ica 

even after being thrown out of the house, 


she has still spoken of being loyal t 
mother-in-law. I wish Nance alle oT 


and hope to see and hear a lot more from 


this intelligent; courageous young 
woman. 


Suresh Kumar, Kanpur 


If you asked Mrs Gandhi wh 

left 1, Safdarjang Road, she еа 
ably say that * беге 

behind it.” : 
K. V. S, Prasad, Hyderabad 


Tears rolled down my cheeks when I read 
of Maneka Gandhi's plight. I am sure 
even Mrs Gandhi herself must have ek- 


OPINION 


RT Ў 


E 1706 . 
` The sioryof the Islamic bomb 


Feuding for power 


Mox cover story, Split in the family by 
Shubhabrata Bhattacharya (11 
April), was absolutely marvellous. It was 
an eye-opener to those readers who did 
not know much about the Gandhi house- 
hold affairs. It caught the reader’s atten- 
tion right until the very last word. I 
personally used to have great admiration 
and affection for Dhirendra 
Brahmachari. It was disgusting to know 
that instead of sticking to teaching yoga, 
he seems to be more interested in med- 
dling with the affairs of that family. 
The treatment meted out to Maneka 
was extremely unfair. Certainly, the 
humiliating manner in which her lu gage 
was searched and the way in which her 
son was attempted to be separated from 
her, is a downright uncouth way of 
treating anyone, and more so a woman. 


How could Mrs Gandhi forget the service 
Maneka had rendered her party through 
Surya magazine during the days of the 
Janata rule? And those were the days 
when neither Rajiv Gandhi's name nor 
face was too familiar. Therefore it is 
amazing that today he, more than Man- 
eka Gandhi, is enjoying political support 
from the Congress(I). 


All said and done, I for one, certainly 
Buts. There is 


ambitions. And it is admirable that 


the best 


is a foreign hand 


а 
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p or two : 
perienced a tug lise that Maneka is 


surely closer to most m than pa 
d a 7 іа who is after 
er daughter-in-law, Soni 
е E I look forward to more 
articles on the subject. 
K. Buchi Raju, Rourkela 


dhis seem to have maintained 
aie ain of our country by following 
the age-old custom of the mother-in-law 
fighting with the daughter-in-law. 
Manish Sinha Ray, Calcutta 


q minimum decency demanded 
SEM Gandhi should at least have 
searched her daughter-in-law's luggage 
herself rather than got Mr Dhawan or 
Dhirendra Brahmachari to do so. 
Swadhin Sahoo, Behrampur (Orissa) 


Mrs Gandhi not rea 


Those political opportunists should have 
found some other people to humiliate 
instead of picking on a young widow. Is 
this the way in which the leaders repay 
their debts to someone who has helped 
them in their time-of need? 

T. Shenga, Gangtok (Sikkim) 


The statement of Mrs Gandhi, referring 
'to Maneka's different background was 
indeed shocking. Has she forgotten that 
not so long ago, she herself went against 
her father's wishes by marrying a Parsi 
and thus revolted against that very 
“background” of which she now appears 
to be so proud? But at the same time, 
could she, as the Congress(I) leader, have 
acted any differently? 

R. K. Koul; Kashmir 


What a marvellous example Mrs Gandhi 
has set before the nation! Now if all the 
mothers-in-law start throwing their 
bahus out of the house, can she dare to 
raise her voice against it? Today she has 
sacrificed her own daughter-in-law at the 
altar of politics. Who knows, some day 
she might sacrifice her own nation too. 
Pramod K. Sahoo, Rourkela 


Mrs Indira Gandhi's actions ought to go 
down in history to illustrate the ill- 
treatment of the daughters-in-law at the 
hands of their mothers-in-law during this 
period. Was our Prime Minister so scared 
of the young Maneka that she had to 
literally throw her out of the house? She 
should have realised that this can prove 
fatal to her politically, with Maneka 
gaining all the public sympathy. 

S. 'Harikrishna, Bangalore. 


Your cover story was shocking. If our 


Prime Minister can treat her daughter-in- 
law so badly, can you imagine the plight 
of other young women? The So-called 
aristocratic upbringing of our Prime 
Minister was very evident from her treat- 
ment of her dead son's widow, It also 


~ does not behove well of Mrs Gandhi to 


talk of *family background" in this Scien- 
tific age. 
S. Narang, New Delhi 


Your cover Story was .a very well. 
presented article. The Prime Minister 
may know how to deal with the nation’s 


roblems but she certainly does not: 


ow how to tackle her daughter-in-law 
and other domestic problems. ` 
5. P. Murugappan, Trichy 


. Lucknow : 


tis at her heart. Does · It may happen that sympathy for M 


Gandhi will far surpass Mrs Indir aneka 


dhi's fabled charisma, and the fo Gan. 
will become a political force to rec 


with. It is a good thing that Mana? 
Gandhi has got out of the fettered е 
confined house of the Prime Minister 
Ram Sewak Singh, Samastipur r. 


The photographs that accompanied th 
cover story were excellent and vex 
moving. They will stay ingrained in the 
minds of the readers for a very long time 
to come. Mrs Gandhi ought to have 
controlled her *Nehruvian' anger and 
behaved more like a mother than a 
political being. Maybe the grandson wil] 
be instrumental in restoring peace be- 
tween the two women. 

K. Govind, Hyderabad 


After reading the article, I have mg 
doubts that Mrs Gandhi is a first-rate 
trouble-shooter. She had already estab. 
lished enmity with Mrs Vijayalakshmi 
Pandit, Nayantara Sehgal, Mrs Amtesh. 
war Anand, and now her own daughter. 
inlaw, Maneka. In all these, she has 
sacrificed everything, even her family's 
prestige, for the sake of power. It was 
high time that a ruthless person like 
Maneka reminded ‘Queen Indira’ that 
she is ruling a democracy and not a 
princely state. This ugly incident hag 
effectively highlighted Mrs Gandhi’s own 
intense obsession with supreme power, 
My sympathies are totally with Maneka 
and Dumpy. Good luck to them. 

R. Gururaj, Madras 


Maneka Gandhi who merely exercised 
her fundamental right to expression and 
speech was thrown out of the Prime 
Minister's house and that too at night. At 
the same time, the Prime Minister con- 
tinues to wipe the tears of the women 
who throng to her ‘palace’ with grie- 
vances against their mothers-in-law. 
Also, the Prime Minister's statement 
about “different background" was in 
very poor taste and implied that Maneka 
has a *poor family background." Better 
sense should prevail on the Prime Minis: 
ter and she should withdraw her words 
efore it is too late. ; 
S. Mazhar Husain, Secretary, All India 
Congress Committee, New Delhi 


Mr Shubhabrata Bhattacharaya was ne 
impartial in reporting the Maneka ar 
sode. It has been felt that he was m р 
to capture public sympathy for Mantea 
by pointing out matters not worth йе 
tioning at all. Rajiv Gandhi is асое is 
keeping silent through the feud. d 
not because he is afraid of Maneka han 
shows how much more mature he 1$ ^ 
Sanjay. Laxman's cartoon was SUP 
indeed! : at 
It is not very difficult to realise. h 
enemies of Mrs Gandhi are WO 
e 
want to tarnish the image of the E 
din 
their attempts by instigating 
come out in the open against 


If Maneka carries on the tussle 


Mrs Gandhi, she will soon realise that f 


"loser will not be Mrs Gandhi pur 
A. T. Sudheer, Riyadh (Saudi 
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ya was not 
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was trying 
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iccused for 
ud. This 15 * 
neka but it 
he is than 
as superb 


You are lingering far too lon on 
same episode of the Mane kat MES Candi 
quarrel. Give the readers some other 
news now. 

H. R. Sridhara, Bangalore 


Your cover story was very unbalanced 
and tilted too much in favour of Maneka 
Gandhi. When examined in the proper 
perspective, it is quite clear that Maneka 
is merely a headstrong upstart. She has 
tried to use the Nehru-Gandhi family as a 
springboard for her political ambitions 
Mrs Indira Gandhi did the right thing by 
cutting her down to size and ousting her 
from the family. 

H. M. Sinha, Imphal 


Let us. not forget that Maneka Gandhi 
was staying in the house of the Prime 
Minister of the country. It was unbecom- 
ing of her to indulge in surreptitious 
activity that ran against party interests. 
Mrs Indira Gandhi only took the one step 
available to her in those circumstances 
and that was to ask her to leave the 
house. 

Subrat' Das, Bhubaneswar 


Your unending reports on the family 
feud are becoming progressively monoto- 
nous. There is nothing new in this drama. 
By reporting about it, you unnecessarily 
give it undue importance. 
Krishnadas Karmakar, 
(Punjab) 


Adampur 
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ае isa limit to the readers' tolerance. 
Md mind if Sunpay turns fort- 
Е &htly, but please stop giving us the 
ame story over and over again 
R. Sasidharan, Kerala } 


Cover story were a little theatrical. 
Abdul Haleem Khan, Bilaspur 


The cover Story struck me as being very 
lopsided and malicious. It. MW ep pA 
like a defamation campaign against Mrs 
Indira Gandhi and Rajiv Gandhi. By 
taking up the crusade for Maneka Gan- 
dhi, the writer has,exonerated her of all 
faults. His assessment of the split was 
aimed at projecting Maneka as innocent 
as the proverbial lamb. But in the pro- 
cess, he forgets that it always takes two 
to create a quarrel, And his portrait of 
Mrs Gandhi is definitely distorted. The: 
entire episode was a shrewd political 
manoeuvre on Maneka's part and it 
should be seen for what it is. In such a 
situation, Mrs Gandhi could not possibly 
have housed a political adversary. There 
is no other truth to this story. Anyway, 
the most we can do is indulge in guess- 
work. Nobody can know the facts for 
certain; but to applaud one at the ex- 
pense of the other does not speak of a 
level-headed, balanced judgment. 
Bibhuti Mishra, Puri 


Times o! India 


Lopsided secularism 


his is with reference to the letters 

"published іп the Opinion page (11 
April) under the heading Post-mortem. 1 
was surprised to read the lopsided reac- 
tion to M. J. Akbar’s report: The Pune 
riots: Revenge for Meenakshipuram (14 
March). 

Firstly, having read the letters, I went 
back to the article and found that M. Je 
Akbar could not have been more honest 
and unbiased. I can understand that in 
north India there was some cause for 
Hindu-Muslim animosity as a result of 
festering reminders of the holocaust that 
was partition. But in the south, Hindus, 
Muslims and Christians have always 
lived in amity. I remember, when we ran 
out of Hindu festivals, we would join in 
the others! festivities. Even as a teen- 
aged daughter of an orthodox brahmin 
family, I was never deterred from attend- 
ing a Catholic school. Our next door 
neighbour, Mrs Mazharuddin, would give 
the first share of sweets to me. Honestly, 
till coming northwards in 1978, I had not 
come across a single case of religious 


bigotry. And if there was any, it was not 
due to the secular majority. We as a 
secular country, should do our bit to deny 
the non-secular minority from vitiating 
the atmosphere. 2,5 

My sincere congratulations to M. J. 
Akbar and SUNDAY. 
Lalitha Sarma, Allahabad 


It was shocking to read an Opinion page 
full of. bitter personal attacks. I missed 
M. J. Akbar's original sin, but I can feel 
how successfully he has stung the ever- 
so-tolerant secular Hindus! : 
From Jamshedpur, through Varanasi, , 
Aligarh, etc. I am personally indebted to 
the writer for reminding me almost every 
week of the true state of thre country I 
belong to. : 
S. S. Chaudhuri, Calcutta 


ld like to ask Mr, C. R. Ravichan- 
I чоша wrote in the Opinion page) 
how much longer do the Muslims need to 
‘prove’ that they are, indeed, Indians 


first? Д j 
Md Jalil Ashraf, Biharsharif 


Taken for a ride 


ту 


T the Calcutta Book Fair of 1979 I had 
registered my name (No. 1291 dated 9 


March 1979) for the 10 volumes of Visva-. 


parichaya to be published by Nabapatra 
Prakashan, ОТ A few days before 
that the Statesman also carried an adver- 
tisement by the publisher asking for 
registration of subscribers. After muc 

irksome prodding and enquiries span- 
ning over 9 months, the publishers 10. 
formed me (by a circular dated 12 De: 
cember 1979) that the first volume wou 

be brought out within 3 months anp 
subsequent volumes would follow wit 


out delay. | 
When Note happened for another 9 M. z 
5 ic Domain. UP State Museum, Hazratganj. 


,I wrote to them on 24 September 
Rd also enquired àt the stalls set 
up by the publishers in the Calcutta Book. 
Fairs 1981 and 1982.1 did not receive any 


or satisfáctory answer. Three years 
us registration, not а. single. volume 
ished to this day. I think 1 


s been publishe ; 
ЧК Бе Phong the sentiment of other 
registered subscribers that we have been 


r a ride and that there is a 
taken deliberate, mischievous рае 
in keeping the publication ш a eyance 
so far. It looks like misappropriation о 

ublic money and I am WERDE. to warne 
ibliophiles not to fall into similar traps? 
Paul, Calcutta à 


| 
The photographs that accompanied the | 
| 
| 
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You Said It 


° By LAXMAN 


Come on. 
and private letters arc being 


domestic quarrels 


COURTESY 


discussed—aren't vou interested 
in politics? 


This cartoon by R. К. Laxman, I think, 
succinctly sums up the entire episode 
contained in vour cover storv. 2 
Daneshwar Singh. New Delhi 


A timely warning 


"que special report. Drugs that can 
maim the unborn child bv Mrs Vimal 
Balasubrahmanian(11 April) was an ex- 
cellent article. Dr B. Palaniappan, Prof. 
of Obs. and Gynae. at the Kilpauk Medic- 
al college, Madras. has conducted a not- 
able research and controlled study. The 
conclusions he arrived at were that the 
hormone (HPT) drugs are unreliable and 


dangerous for pregnancy tests and total- » 


ly useless for “secondary amenorrhoea 
not due to pregnancy." This conclusion 
was given as early as in 1978. It is high 
time we fought for the total ban uf these 
oestrogen-progesterone combine drugs. 
V. Anupama. Cannanore (Kerala) 


+ DER: 
Forget about the ‘small print, the drug 
companies just don't print any warning 
at all on the samples and literature that 


'is supplied to the doctors. 


Jyotindra Nirmal, Bombay 


The government should make it obliga: 
tory for all manufacturers of these drugs 
to print all the warnings іп а very bold 
print. Otherwise, the drugs should be 
banned.:And why is it that the doctors 
recommend these drugs? 

A. S. Johar, Gauhati 


Thanks to Vimal Balasubrahmanian for 
the article. These days there is a phobia 


among young coüples to step into the 


chemists shop and ask for these hor. 
mone drugs, with the hope of getting an 
unwanted child aborted. None of them 


are aware of the dangerous consequ. - 


ences. 
Rudra Dutta Satapathi, Rourkela 

Last letter 
66 QAD” is the 


Saira, Asma, Dilip 
K. Babar Rahim, Jamsh 


Feuding for power 


our cover story, Split in the family by 
Shubhabrata Bhattacharya (11 

April), was absolutely marvellous. It was 

an eye-opener to those readers who did 

not know much about the Gandhi house- 

hold affairs. It caught the reader's atten- 

tion right until the very last word. 1 

personally used to have great admiration 

and affection for Dhirendra 

.Brahmachari. It was disgusting to know 

that instead of sticking to teaching yoga, 

he seems to be more interested in med- 
dling with the affairs of that family. 

The treatment meted out to Maneka 
was extremely unfair. Certainly, the 
humiliating manner in which her luggage 
was searched and the way in which her 
son was attempted to be separated from 
her, is a downright uncouth way of 
treating anyone, and more so a woman. 

How could Mrs Gandhi forget the service 

Maneka had rendered her party through 

Surya magazine during the days of the 

Janata rule? And those were the days 
when neither Rajiv Gandhi's name nor 
"face was too familiar. Therefore it is 
amazing that today he, more than Man- 
eka Gandhi, is enjoying political support 
from the Congress(I). 

All said and done, I for one, certainly 
admire Maneka for her guts. There is 
absolutely nothing wrong if she has poli- 
tical ambitions. And it is admirable that 
even after being thrown out of the house 
she has still spoken of being loyal to her 
mother-in-law. I wish Maneka all the best 
dd Бове D see and hear a lot more from 

intelligent; co 
uer gent; courageous young 
Suresh Kumar, Kanpur 


If you asked Mrs Gandhi wh 
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K. V. S. Prasad, Hyderabad 
Tears rolled down my cheeks when I read 


of Maneka Gandhi's plight. I am 
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П тіпітит десепсу demande 
au Ms Gandhi should at least have 
searched her daughter-in-law’s luggage 
herself rather than got Mr Dhawan or 
Dhirendra Brahmachari to do so. 
Swadhin Sahoo, Behrampur (Orissa) 


olitical opportunists should have 
d Eon other people to humiliate 
instead of picking on a young widow. Is 
this the way in which the leaders repay 
their debts to someone who has helped 
them in their time-of need? 


T. Shenga, Gangtok (Sikkim) 


The statement of Mrs Gandhi, referring 
‘to Maneka's different background was 
indeed shocking. Has she forgotten that 
not so long ago, she herself went against 
her father's wishes by marrying a Parsi 
and thus revolted against that very 
“background” of which she now appears 
to be so proud? But at the same time, 
could she, as the Congress(1) leader, have 
acted any differently? 

R. K. Koul, Kashmir 


What a marvellous example Mrs Gandhi 
has set before the nation! Now if all the 
mothers-in-law start throwing their 
bahus out of the house, can she dare to 
raise her voice against it? Today she has 
sacrificed her own daughter-in-law at the 
altar of politics. Who knows, some day 
she might sacrifice her own nation too. 
Pramod K. Sahoo, Rourkela 


Mrs Indira Gandhi's actions ought to go 
down in history to illustrate the ill- 
treatment of the daughters-in-law at the 
hands of their mothers-in-law during this 
period. Was our Prime Minister so scared 
of the young Maneka that she had to 
literally throw her out of the house? She 
should have realised that this can prove 
fatal to her politically, with Maneka 
gaining all the public sympathy. : 

S. Harikrishna, Bangalore. К 


Your cover story was shocking. If our 


Prime Minister can treat her daughter-in- 
law so badly, can you imagine the plight 
of other young women? The so-called 
aristocratic upbringing of our Prime 
Minister was very evident from her treat- 
ment of her dead son's widow. It also 
does not behove well of Mrs Gandhi to 
talk of *family background" in this Scien- 
tific age. 

S. Narang, New Delhi 


Your cover stor 
story was .a very well. 
Presented article. The Prime Min eer 


may know how to deal with the nation’s ` 
problems but she certainly nes nee А 
Је her daughter-in-law 


ow how to tack 


d other domestic problems 
« Р, Murugappan, Ттїсһу : 


‚ It may happen that sympath | 
Gandhi will far surpass Mrs 10% Матер | 
dhi's fabled charisma, and the fn бап, 
will become a political force to тте | 
with. It is а good thing that Кол | 
Gandhi has got out of the fettereq à | 
confined house of the Prime Mini and | 
Ram Sewak Singh, Samastipur et | 


The photographs that accompan; | 
cover story were excellent ang’ the | 
moving. They will stay ingrained ey | 
minds of the readers for a very Jong tt? | 
to come. Mrs Gandhi ought toe 
controlled her 'Nehruvian! anger ave 
behaved more like a mother thas 
political being. Maybe the grandson will 
be instrumental in restoring peace S 
tween the two women, е 
K. Govind, Hyderabad 


After reading the article, I have no 
doubts that Mrs Gandhi is a first-rate 
trouble-shooter. She had already estab. 
lished enmity with Mrs Vijayalakshmi 
Pandit, Nayantara Sehgal, Mrs Amtesh. 
war Anand, and now her own daughter. 
in-law, Maneka. In all these, she has | 
sacrificed everything, even her family’s 
prestige, for the sake of power. It was 
high time that a ruthless person like |: 
Maneka reminded ‘Queen Indira’ that 
she is ruling a democracy and nota | 
princely state. This ugly incident ha | 
effectively highlighted Mrs Gandhi's own | 
intense obsession with supreme power, | 
My sympathies are totally with Maneka | 
and Dumpy. Good luck to them. | 
R. Gururaj, Madras \ 
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Maneka Gandhi who merely exercised | 
her fundamental right to expression and | 
speech was thrown out of the Prime | 
Minister's house and that too at night. At | 
the same time, the Prime Minister cor | 
tinues to wipe the tears of the women | 
who throng to her ‘palace’ with E | 
vances against their mothers.in a | 
Also, the Prime Minister's statemen 
about “different background was 
very poor taste and implied that Маа 
has a “роог family background. Minis | 
sense should prevail on the Prime 
г and she ‘honid withdraw her W 
efore it is too late. ja 
S. Mazhar Husain, Secretary, aa Indi 
Congress Committee, New Del! 


ot | 
Mr Shubhabrata Bhattacharay? M ai | 
impartial in reporting the Ma as tryne | 
sode. It Has been felt that how | 
to capture public sympathy worth mer | 
by pointing out matters not accused! | 
tioning at all. Rajiv Gandhi is ау yis i 
keeping silent through the meka 
not because he is afraid 0 à 
shows how much more matu 
Sanjay. Laxman's cartoon e 
1 ! ise ЇЇ a 
indeed ficult [m 
dhi "espera 
he ; 
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You are lingering far too long on the 
same episode of the Maneka-Mrs Gandhi 
quarrel. Give the readers some other 
news now. 

H. R. Sridhara, Bangalore 


Your cover story was very unbalanced 
and tilted too much in favour of Maneka 
Gandhi. When examined in the proper 
perspective, it is quite clear that Maneka 
is merely a headstrong upstart. She has 
tried to use the Nehru-Gandhi family as a 
springboard for her political ambitions. 
Mrs Indira Gandhi did the right thing by 
cutting her down to size and ousting her 
from the family. 

H. M. Sinha, Imphal 


Let us.not forget that Maneka Gandhi 
was staying in the house of the Prime 
Minister of the country. It was unbecom- 
ing of her to indulge in surreptitious 
activity that ran against party interests. 
Mrs Indira Gandhi only took the one step 
available to her in those circumstances 
and that was to ask her to leave the 
house. 

Subrat: Das, Bhubaneswar 


Your unending reports on the family 
feud are becoming progressively monoto- 
nous. There is nothing new in this drama. 
By reporting about it, you unnecessarily 
give it undue importance. 
Krishnadas Karmakar, Adampur 
(Punjab) 


Ше isa limit to the readers' tolerance. 
(е wouldn't mind if SUNDAY turns fort- 
nightly, but please Stop giving us the 
Same story over and over again 
R. Sasidharan, Kerala ; 


The photographs that accompanied the 
cover story were a little theatrical. 
Abdul Haleem Khan, Bilaspur 


The cover story struck me as being very 
lopsided and malicious. It reads more 
like a defamation campaign against Mrs 
Indira Gandhi and Rajiv Gandhi. By 
taking up the crusade for Maneka Gan- 
dhi, the writer has exonerated her of all 
faults, His assessment of the split was 
aimed at projecting Maneka as innocent 
as the proverbial lamb. But in the pro- 
cess, he forgets that it always takes two 
to create a quarrel, And his portrait of 
Mrs Gandhi is definitely distorted. The 
entire episode was a shrewd political 
manoeuvré on Maneka’s part and it 
should be seen for what it is. In such a 
situation, Mrs Gandhi could not possibly 
have housed a political adversary. There 
is no other truth to this story. Anyway, 
the most we can do is indulge in guess- 
work. Nobody can know the facts for 
certain;.but to applaud one at the ex- 
pense of the other does not speak of a 
level-headed, balanced judgment. 
Bibhuti Mishra, Puri 


Lopsided secularism 


his is with reference to the letters 

"published in the Opinion page -(11 
April) under the heading Post-mortem. I 
was surprised to read the lopsided reac- 
tion to M. J. Akbar's report: The Pune 
riots: Revenge for Meenakshipuram (14 
March). 


Firstly, having read the letters, I went 
back to the article and found that M. J. 
Akbar could not have been more honest 
and unbiased. I can understand that in 
north India there was some cause for 
Hindu-Muslim animosity as a result of 
festering reminders of the holocaust that 
was partition. But in the south, Hindus, 
Muslims and Christians have always 
lived in amity. I remember, when we ran 
out of Hindu festivals, we would join in 
the others! festivities. Even as a teen- 
aged daughter of an orthodox brahmin 
family, I was never deterred from attend- 
ing a Catholic school Our next door 
neighbour, Mrs Mazharuddin, would give 
the first share of sweets to me. Honestly, 
till coming northwards in 1978, I had not 
come across a single case of religious 


bigotry. And if there was any, it was not 


due to the secular majority. We as a 
secular country, should do our bit to deny 
the non-secular minority from vitiating 
the atmosphere. ا‎ 

My sincere congratulations to M. J. 
Akbar and SUNDAY. 


Lalitha Sarma, Allahabad 


It was shocking to read an Opinion page 
full of. bitter personal attacks. I missed 
M. J. Akbar's original sin, but I can feel 
how successfully he has stung the ever- 
so-tolerant secular Hindus! 

From Jamshedpur, through Varanasi, , 
Aligarh, etc. I am personally indebted to 
the writer for reminding me almost every 
week of the true state of tlre country I 
belong to. 1 
S. S. Chaudhuri, Calcutta 


t would like to ask Mr, C. R. Ravichan- 
dran (who wrote in the Opinion page) 
how much longer do the Muslims need to 
‘prove’ that they are, 


first? х : 
Md Jalil Ashraf, Biharsharif 


indeed, Indians 


Taken for a ride 


A. 
E the Calcutta Book Fair of 1979 I had 
registered my name (No. 1291 dated 9 
March 1979) for the 10 volumes of Visva-, 
parichaya to be published by Nabapatra 
Prakashan, Calcutta. A few days before 
that the Statesman also carried an adver: 
tisement by the publisher asking for 
registration of subscribers. After much 
irksome prodding and enquiries span- 
ning over 9 months, the publishers in- 
formed me (by a circular dated 12 De- 
cember 1979) that the first volume would 
€ brought out within 3 months an 
subsequent volumes would follow with- 


out delay. 


хози also enquired at the stalls set 


he publishers in the Calcutta Book. 

pein 1981 and 1982. I did not receive any 

reply or satisfactory answer. Three years 
istration, à | 

ae m published to this day. I think I 

would be 


registered subs е 
ERE for a ride and that there is a 


certain deliberate, mischievous motive 
in keepin 
so far. It 


I wrote to them on 24 September 


not a single. volume 


echoing the sentiment of other 
scribers that we have been 


the publication in abeyance 
Pek: like misappropriation of 
i riting to warne 
ublic money and I am writ 
ibliophiles not to fall into similar traps? 


M. K. Paul, Calcutta MEN 


When nothing happened for another 9 
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You Said It 


* ВУ LAXMAN 


Times of toca 


COURTESY 


Balasubrahmanian(11 April) was an ex- 
cellent article. Dr B. Palaniappan, Prof. 
of Obs. and Gynae. at the Kilpauk Medic- 
al college, Madras, has conducted a not- 
able research and controlled study. The 
conclusions he arrived at were that the 
hormone (HPT) drugs are unreliable and 
dangerous for pregnancy tests and total- 
ly useless for “secondary amenorrhoea 
not due to pregnancy.” This conclusion 
was given as early as in 1978. It is high 
time we fought for the toral ban of these 
oestrogen-progesterone combine drugs. 


1 
Forget about the ‘small print,” the drug 
companies just don't print any warning 
at all on the samples and literature that 
'is supplied to the doctors. 
Jyotindra Nirmal, Bombay 


The government should make it obliga- 
tory for all manufacturers of these drugs 
to print all the warnings in a very bold 
print. Otherwise, the drugs should be 
banned.'And why is it that the doctors 
recommend these drugs? 
A. S. Johar, Gauhati 


Thanks to, Vimal Balasubrahmanian tor 
the article. These days there is a phobia 
among young coüples to step into the 
chemist's shop and 
mone drugs, with the hope of getting an 
unwanted child aborted. None of them 
are aware of the dangerous consequ- 
ences. . У 

Rudrà Рипа Satapathi, Rourkela 


Come оп. domestic quarrels 
and private letters arc being 
discussed—aren't vou interested 
in politics? 


This cartoon by R. K. Laxman, I think, 
succinctly sums up the entire episode 
contained in vour cover story. ; 
Daneshwar Singh. New Delhi 


A timely warning 


he special report. Drugs that can 
maim the unborn child by Mrs Vimal 


V. Anupama. Cannanore (Kerala) 


ask for these hor- 


Last letter 


д осы 
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Loharki villagers 
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` Another Nuele 
Blast At Pokhran 


okhran, the sleepy subdi- 
visional town of Rajasthan’s 
1 Jaisalmer district (on the 
! edge of the Thar desert) lo- 
| cated 171 km northwest of 

Jodhpur. may soon be back in the 
‚|| news. It gained a special place on the 
| map when the country's first peaceful 
nuclear explosion went off there on 18 
| May 1974. Perhaps in May this year, 
| Pokhran may again be in the headlines 
for similar reasons. For the past one 
year, army units posted in the vicinity 
of Pokhran have been engaged in 
activities similar to the ones carried 
out before the 1974 blast: The villages 
around the proposed test site are agog 
with stories of how preparations are 
being made to blast another nuclear 


À large area in the desert near 
Pokhran has been turned into a field 
firing range of the army since 1971. 
Mock desert-warfare exercises and 
artillery firing exercises are carried 
c Es MENS 


out by the army units in this area. The 
site was chosen sometime after the 
1965 Indo-Pak war and in 1969 two 
villages, Malka and Kala, were evacu- 
ated to make way for the field firing 
range. Later; four more villages— 
Naotala, Etah, Taorki and Sudhia— 
were also similarly evacuated around 
1971. The residents of these six vil. 
lages were paid adequate compensa- 
tion and resettled in the surrounding 
areas. The 1974 explosion was carried 
out near the abandoned Malka village 
which is located about four km away 
from Loharki, a village on the Ram- 
deora-Nachna road. 

When we reached Pokhran after 
reading reports that American satel- 
lites had Spotted some activity similar 
to preparations for a nuclear blast in 
the area around the last test site, we 
learnt that it was not Pokhran but 
Loharki which should have rightfully 
hit the headlines in 1974 for being the 
Spot nearest to the test site. Ten km 


1 


Haben DM 


NIS : A 


EL 


i een told that they may have to vacate their homes for a few 
i AO Mi Strict security has been clamped down over an area about 20 
7 kilometres from Pokhran in Rajasthan where India's first nuclear device was 
I tested. SHUBHABRATA BHATTACHARYA went to the area and returned 
| convinced that a nuclear explosion of a far more sophisticated nature than the 
first one could take place. Preparations have been in progress for nearly a year, 
and we may see the culmination of the efforts soon. 


from Pokhran lies Ramdeora, a place 
of pilgrimage for the local people, both 
Hindus and Muslims. It derives its 
name from Baba Ramdeo, a fifteenth 
century saint, whose samadhi is lo- 
cated there. At Ramdeora, one road 
branches off towards Bikaner and 
another goes to Nachna. Loharki is 20 
km to the west of Ramdeora. 

We reached Loharki after an 
arduous drive on the desert road 
which was covered at many places by” 
sand blown onto it from the desert. 
There are no villages between Ram: 
deora and Loharki, located on' the 
road. The first building that one sees 
in Loharki is a middle school (impart: 
ing education up to class eight) which 
has been built with funds provided by 
CASA (Christian Association for 90 
cial Action). We went to the school anp 
enquired from the teachers if Lohar | 
was the village which had been close 
to the 1974 blast site. The villager? 
looked at us suspiciously. “Why don 


Watch towers (left) coming up near Pokhran 
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ou talk to the pradhan (headman), 
Gulab Singh?” So, we walked through 
the burning hot sands towards the 

ràdhan's house, located in the centre 
of the village. On the way, the school. 
boy accompanying us proudly pointed 
out the village well. Water is a scarce 
commodity in the Jaisalmer desert and 
a village which has a sweet water wel] 
is very rare. (Many villages in this area 
are named after the type of wells. On 


‘the road between Jodhpur and 


Pokhran, we came across villages with 
names like “Meethi Beri” and “Khari 
Beri,” denoting sweet water and salt 
water wells. Beri in the local language 
means a well.) Had the well in Loharki 
been affected by radio-activity, we 
asked the villagers who were drawing 
water from the well. They said no. The 
atomic energy people periodically car- 
ry out radioactivity tests on the well, 
we were told. The schoolboy told us 
that no one in the village had been 
affected by the 1974 blast and this was 
the view of the village elders as well. 


Gulab Singh was the pradhan of 
Loharki when the 1974 blast took 
place and he continues to' be the 
pradhan even today. He was re-elected 
in the recent panchayat elections, held 
a few months back. And he displayed 
every sign-of being a good politician 
by giving evasive replies to all the 
questions put by us. Yes, Loharki was 
the village nearest to the test site; he 
did not know anything about the pre- 
sent plans of the government; the 
army periodically visits the village, 
but no indication has been given by 
the army about.any possibility of the 
village being evacuated for a nuclear 
blast. At this point, another villager, 
who was sitting in the pradhan's 
house, intruded. *Even in 1974 there 
was no prior warning," he said. Gulab 
Singh frowned. *You have come from 
Delhi. Please go and ask the govern- 
ment there what the plans are. Why do 
you. bother us?" After this, Gulab 
Singh started giving us statistics about 
the famine situation. In spite of dismis- 
sing our questions on the nuclear 
blast, the villager-like simplicity of 
Gulab Singh was not lost. “You are our 
guest, you must have a cup of tea 
before you leave. Please understand 
our limitations. But we must not fail in 
our duty towards our guests.” So, we 
sat down to drink tea with the 
pradhan. In the meantime the news of 
journalists from Delhi having come to 
the village had, spread. Some more 
villagers had come to Gulab Singh's 

ouse. Describing the famine of the 
area, Gulab Singh said, *The people 
here are very hardy. They can face any 
difficult situation. Do you know that 
once for seven continuous years there 
Were no rains. When the rains came 1n 
the eighth.year, our children who were 
around ten years old were scared an 
Surprised at the strange phenomenon 
they were seeing for the first time in 
their lives.” As we were leaving Gula d 
Singh's house, some villagers followe 
us out. 

„Опе of them told us, “You were 
Sitting at the same spot where (Drs) 

amanna and Sethna sat once.” The 


villagers of Loharki know nu 1 
2 ‹ cl > 
шо Рг Каја Ramanna and Dr HN. 
ethna by name and face. They are 
saq to have visited the village both 
efore and after the 1974 blast. We 
goaded the villagers to tell us if they 
had noticed any fresh activity or if the 
army had told them to be prepared for 
the precautions which have to be 
taken before a test blast. They said 
that for the past one year the army had 
cordoned off an area between the 
earlier test site of Malka and Khetolai 
(a village on the Pokhran-Jaisalmer 
road) and it seemed as if another blast 
was going to take place. The army had 
Spoken to the pradhan about the possi- 
bilities of the villagers being evacu- 
ated for a few days. This puzzled the 
villagers most because in 1974 they 
had not been asked to leave the vil- 
lage. Apparently, the proposed blast 
will be more powerful than’ the 1974 
one. 
que villagers of Loharki had been 
: alerted by armymen, who landed in 
the village in platoon strength on the 
night of 17 May 1974. The villagers, 


' who had by then got used to the army 


excercises in the field firing range, 
were told that a new kind of bomb was 
to be exploded in therange. They were 
asked to remain indoors. They were 
given cotton wool and advised to put it 
into.their ears and not lóok out of the 
windows. Around 7.00 am on 18 May, 
there was a loud bang and the earth 
shook. Moments after the bang, the 
armymen, who had camped in the 
village school building at night, came 
out.and started dancing in joy. 
*Hamne atom phor diya (We have 
blasted the atom)," they were shout- 
ing. From them the villagers learnt 
that the fervent activity which had 
been taking place in the abandoned 
Malka village for the past year or so 
had not been for oll oF coal explora- 
tion, but an atomic blast. 

An abandoned well in Malka had 
been used for the 1974 blast. The well 
had dried up years ago. When the 


` army started digging in that area and 


teamloads of scientists came to the 
site, the villagers of Loharki thought 
that perhaps coal or oil had been 
discovered in the area. No local labour 
was engaged. The armymen used to 
say, “You people could not even find 
water. Let’s see if we can find some- 
thing else.” s m 
At one stage the army officers aske 
the village ager as to how the villa- 
gers could be brought together-to one 
spot without raising alarm. The elders 
said that whenever there was an 
opium-eating session the «авав 
her. parently 
gee EUNT eun the idea of 


army was toyi e idea af 
ing the villagers together a 
eS blast. But later the plan 


d and the villagers were 
Hee abandon cet indoors. But unlike 
m 1974 blast, in this proposed blast, 
the authorities are planning [| ү 
ate the villages. The 1974 blast w 
based on n : ne 

s the blast being plan- | 
паа B e based on the principle 
of nuclear fusion (similar to a hyd- 


ә 


- reasons for the villagers of Khetolai to 


"located off the old site near Malka and 


uclear fission (atomic * 


Е: 


rogen bomb). : 1 
After talking to the villagers at 
Loharki we drove hack јо Ramdeora® — 
and ther on to Pokhran, from where 
we started driving west on the road to 
Jaisalmer. Our destination was Kheto- 
lai, a village 20 km away from 
Pokhran, which may be the nearest 
Spot to the site of the proposed explo- 
Sion. While Loharki has a mixed 
population (around 1,500) comprising 
rajputs, Muslims, bishnois and hari- 
jans, Khetolai (population around 
1,000) is a predominantly bishnoi vil- 
lage. The villagers of Khetolai have 
clashed a number of times with the 2 
local army officers for the past few 
years. The bishnois are opposed to 
killings and the army officers posted 
in the field firing range off Pokhran 
sometimes go out deer hunting. The 
area abounds in deer, peacocks, sheep, 
goats and of course, camels. Deer 
hunting is prohibited by law and tak- 
ing advantage of this legal position, 
the bishnois of Khetolai have been 
waging a campaign against the army 
officers. There are, however, other 


be annoyed with the army. Many peo- 
ple in Khetolai pick up the used shells 
from the field firing range and sell 
them as scrap. The army continuously 
lodges complaints with the local police: 
against the villagers. of Khetolai on 
this score. And the tussle goes on. 


As per the information given to us 
by the villagers of Loharki, the prop- 
osed site for the nuclear explosion is 


the Khetolai village: The villagers of - 
Khetolai confirmed that a portion of 
the field firing range near the village 
had been cordoned off with barbed 
wire for the past year or so and that at 
night lights could be seen from the 
site. There was also the droning sound 
of machine, perhaps a drill, heard in 
the night. In the desert, it is extremely 
difficult'to work in the day. Apparent- 
ly some activity is going on in the area 
cordoned off by the army. The villa- 
gers of Khetolai said that in case their 
cattle strayed into the notified area 
they are able to get them back with a 
lot of difficulty. If anyone loitered into 
the notified area by mistake, the army- 
men give the person a beating. 

From all indications, a site near 
Khetolai is being prepared for an 
unusual event. From past experience, 
the villagers near the field firing range 
off Pokhran say that the activity tak- 
ing place in the prohibited zone of the 
desert is similar to the activity noticed © 
before the 1974 blast. Nuclear explo- 
sions, unlike political rallies, are not 
much-trumpeted events. They are 
undertaken under the:cover of stric- 
test security. But with the advance- 
ment,of technology, the space satel- 
lites ase able to “see” all activities on 
the face of earth through their infra- 
red “eyes.” And one American sate 
lite has recently “seen” some such 
activity in the vicinity of Pokhran. 
Pentagon, report on this has- be 
leaked and published in an 
daily, the Atlanta Constituti 
ly. In all likelihood, 
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Drug prices are under Government con- 
trol Mr the past two decades. And since 
the last 10 years they are fixed accord- 
ing to a clearly defined, rigid pricing for- 
mula. Not only the prices of all bulk 
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^  Unrealistic pricing hits | 
drug production and investment | 


is a ceiling om the overall profit a com- 


tion are controlled. On top of this, there 


pany can make. This three-tier control 
ensures that mo company cam over- 
charge or make exorbitant profit or 
increase prices without the prior appro- 


drugs but also the price and profit mar- 
gins of each and every finished formuia- 


val of the Government. 


several essential medicines, which were 
occasional in the past, have now 
become frequent and wide-ranging. Other 
factors have aggravated the situation: 
scarcity of critical raw materials and packing 
materials; inadequate and irregular 
supply of canalised drugs; power cuts and 
labour unrest. 


charges, trade discount, selling 
expenses and manufacturers' margin. 


Under the old formula mark-up was a 
maximum of 75% of factory cost for certain 
drugs and 150% for others. This has 

now been reduced to 40% for some drugs, 
55% for a second category and 

60%-100% for a third, although in no area 
have costs gone down. The break-even 
mark-up for most companies is around 
75%. When costs are going up and prices 
all round are rising, drug prices cannot 


No control on cost 

Although prices are controlled, there is no 
control on the costs of inputs which 

have escalated sharply (see table). The 
price control order provides for 

periodic revision in drug prices on the basis 
of increases in cost of production but 
there is no adequate administrative 
machinery to deal expeditiously 

with hundreds of price revision applications. 
And by the time prices are revised, costs 
have increased further, rendering the 


Sf К СУУЛОО ORI ЛАЛУУ ДИХКАН TA 
HOW DRUG PRICES COMPARE WITH 
OTHER PRICES 


Wholesale price index , 


197576 + 


approved prices Ene conomies remain the same without adversely Al Drugs & | 
YEARS | GEERT affectin investment, production and commodities medicines | 
COST ESCALATION OF INPUTS availability of drugs and medicines. 1970-71 (base us 1000 | 

| Í 


Unit Bin ae ercentaoe Sharp decline in profitability 
Raw (Rs) — (Rs) (x) The drug industry like any other industry, 
materiale Т са xd must have a lat tum is enable itto Р 
8 д | ў ay а reasonable dividend and to ploug 
ЖЫЛРЫ i AN 376 AU [аек for new investment and increased ` 
Sii ic acid is 1578 32% 10887 proguetion; Rut cost ао 
g í \ | without timely price adjustments has 
ee sharply eroded margins to levels well below 
S rd those prescribed by the Government, 
al 5 ml white 1000 10707 204 24 9075. The position ey is that very few ) 
fibers) 20069784 5202 сотрапіев are able to get even a modest’ called for removal of all policy constraints 
PP caps 1000- 14040 185.76 3231 SIE Obviously, there is something and procedural handicaps that . , 
Aluminum foi 2503 2 629 та ically wrong with the policy itself. prevent optimum utilisation of the country 8 
(printed) : ^ { The impact of cost escalation on the productive potential. But the drug 
‚Оше Profitability is clearly demonstrated by a Policy does not encourage more 
Funes [ин ом 045 8750 — study of the balance sheets of 20 leading Production to prevent shortages. 


companies by the Economic Times 
search Bureau. These 20 companies, 
ter account for a total drug sales 
of 5,474 crores in 1980-81 or about 50% of 
the entire roduction of the organised 
sector of the industry. The stu y showed 
that although sales increased by 9.5% 
in 1980-81 over 1979-80, profit before tax 
dropped as much as 25.2%, Retained 
profits for the year recorded a 
sharp decline of 22.5%, 


The financial viability of several com anie. 

y s 
«has been severely hit. Some established 
units are alreadg in the red; others 
are rapidly moving in that direction, 


Shortage 


Another look at the policy is long overdue: 
It is crippling a vital industry. It has _ 
caused shortages and hardships to the 
consumer. It has also pushed up the 
country's import bill. 


-Inthe year of productivity we need a drug . 
policy that encourages growth, |. í 
more production and greater availability О 
drugs and medicines to the consumer. 


МАВК - ОР 18 NOT PROFIT _ di 
Mark-up is meant to cover costs mot included in 
factory cost; namely, freight, marketing ап 
distribution costs, trade discount a 75% 
manufacturers! mar n The mark-up which gaf 

Or some drugs а! or others in 

has been slashed to 40%, 5% and 60%-100% 
under the DPCO 1979, although in no area 

have costs come down, 


* Naturally, this has adversely a | 
ly affected ORGANISATION OF PHARMACEUTICAL 
PRODUCERS' OF INDIA 


investment and production, New 
‘investment has slowed down. Shortages of ^ Cooks Building, Dr. D.N. Road, Bombay 400 US Opp 4€ 
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Inordinate delay 
Inordinate delay in price revision is not the 
only problem. What is even worse is that 

n prices are finally approved they 
are inadequate and far below what 
Is warranted by the cost of production and 
even the Government's own pricing 
norms. This is because actual costs are not 
taken into account; Poma legitimate 


* costs are arbitrarily disallowed, 


Furthermore, the mark-u allowed is 
inadequate and unrealistic. Under the 
pricing formula the consumer price of a 
drug is arrived at by adding a percentage 
mark-up to its factory cost. k-up is not 
. profit; it is to cover costs not included 

in factory cost, such as freight, distribution 
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of Loharki may soon be shared by 
Khetolai as well. 

But will it mean anything to the 
villagers of Khetolai? When we 
reached the village in the afternoon, 
our throats were parched. We had 
drunk sweet water at Loharki and we 
asked for some drinking water from 
the villagers at Khetolai. A bucket full 
of brownish, brackish water was 
brought. Khetolai stores rainwater for 
drinking round the year. There is no 


| of the two atomic bombs 
dropped on the Japanese cities 
Hiroshima and Nagasaki in August 
1945 had a destructive power of at 
least 20,000 tons of TNT, а chemical 
explosive. The total atomic casual- 
ties from these were about 200,000 
and would have been higher if 
larger targets had been hit. The 
atomic bomb tested by India at 
Pokhran in 1974 had a destructive 
power of 15,000 to 20,000 tons of 
TNT. 

Compared with the atomic bomb, 
a thermonuclear bomb, generally 
called a hydrogen bomb, is far more 
powerful. A single hydrogen bomb 
can completely destroy a large city. 


Edward Teller and others in 1949, 
hydrogen bombs have been exten- 
sively tested by the US, the Soviet 
Union, China, the UK and France. 
The atomic bomb is based on a 
principle called nuclear fission, 
whereas the hydrogen bomb func- 
tions on nuclear fusion. In nuclear 
fission, an atomic nucleus (i.e., the 
heavy’ mass at the centre of an 
atom) splits into two pieces of 
almost equal mass with simul- 
taneous liberation of a large 
amount of energy. t 
The best known nuclear fission 
reaction is the fission of uranium 
nuclei. Left to themselves, uranium 
nuclei rarely undergo fission, that 
is, they do not break apart. They 
split only if they are bombarded 
with neutrons (a particle which has 


deuteride 
fusion fuel 


no electrical charge). The neutron 
‘can be provided by a radioactive 
source. When a radioactive source 


is placed next to a piece of ura- 


Fission bomb 


trigger 


U-238 
casing 


First developed by the US physicist ` 


EXPLOSION OF A HYDROGEN BOMB 


i 


well in the village. As we drank the 
brackis Water, sitting in the building 
of the local Cooperative, our eves fell 
9n a tattered poster on the wall. It was 
a poster of Jawaharlal Nehru with the 
orignal Congress symbol of the twin 
oxen and a plough. The slogan on the 
Poster read, “Desh ki pragati mein 
sajhedar baniye, Congress ko vote di- 
Jiye (Become partners in the nation’s 
Progress and vote for the Congress).” 
A villager proudly told us that the 


nium, some of the uranium nuclei 
undergo fission. But a radioactive 
source does.not provide enough 
neutrons to make many fission 
reactions take place at the same 
time. In a piece of uranium the 
additional neutrons come from the 
uranium fission reactions them- 
selves. 

A uranium-235 nucleus contains 
143 neutrons and 92 protons. When 
a uranium-235 nucleus is hit by an 
external neutron, it undergoes fis- 
sion and splits into nuclei which 
contain more nearly equal number 
of neutrons and protons. The origin- 
al U-235 nucleus provides more 
neutrons than the split-up nuclei 
can use up entirely. Some of the 
neutrons from the original nucleus 
are left over after the fission reac- 
tion takes place. These extra neut- 
rons travel through the piece of 
uranium until they hit other ura- 
nium-235 nuclei. Then the process 
of fission takes place in the other 
nuclei. The neutrons hit the nuclei 
and break them apart; more neut- 
rons are left over from the new 
fission reactions. These extra neut- 
rons hit still other uranium nuclei, 
and the process is repeated as long 
as more neutrons can hit more 
uranium nuclei. In such a process 
one reaction makes other reactions 


take place. 


The fission of just one ounce of 
uranium-235 releases energy 
equivalent to, around 600,000 kilo- 
watt-hours. The object of an atomic 
bomb is to create an uncontrolled 

i i to make as 
chain reaction so as, 
many atoms as possible undergo 


` containing two neutrons and two 


poster was a remnant of 1962 elec- 
tions. The nation has certainly prog- 
ressed in the past 20 years. Khezolai | 
mayesoon be thè village nearest to the | 
site of a nuclear experiment. But prog- 
ress seems to have bypassed Khetolai. 
Even today there is no proper drinking 
water. And Khetolai is certainly not an 
isolated example. Yet, the people still 
fondly retain the old NChru election 
poster, urging them to do something 


which they have failed to do this far. 
Fission and fusion: the difference 


fission in a short time. The 
tremendous energy from the fission 
of one nucleus is thus multiplied a 
large number of times, and it is this 
sudden surge of energy released 
almost instantaneously that consti- 
tutes the explosion. A fission explo- 
sion is about 400,000 times as 
powerful as the explosion of an 
equivalent weight of the chemical 
explosive TNT. : 


р 1952, the US fired a nuclear 
weapon of another type—called a 
hydrogen bomb or thermonuclear 
bomb. Whereas in fission the ener- 
By comes from the breakup of a 
heavy nucleus, in this kind of reac- 
tion it comes from the fusing 
together of two light nuclei to form 
a heavier one. If atoms are.heated 
to very high temperatures, their 
nuclei can come together. If they 
come together with. enough force, | 
fusion takes place. The tempera: . 
tures needed to produce fusion ` 
reactions are in the range of 32 
million degrees Fahrenheit. These 
are produced by an atomic bomb 
explosion which can generate as 
much as 90 million degrees ' 
Fahrenheit, and for long enough to 
set off a fusion reaction. 

Soa fusion bomb is built around a 
fission bomb. When the uranium in 
the fission bomb explodes, the high 
temperatures make the light nuclei 
fuse almost at the same time, pro- 
ducing a fusion explosion. This is 
what takes place in a hydrogen 
bomb, which uses hydrogen for its 
fusion reactions. There are three 
forms of hydrogen—light hydrogen, 
deuterium (heavy hydrogen) and 
tritium. In' the hydrogen bomb, 
deuterium is used. Each deuterium 
nucleus contains one neutron and 
one proton. When two of the nuclei 
fuse, they form a nucleus of helium 


protons. This fusion releases a 
tremendous amount of energy. The 
fasion of hydrogen to form TR 
takes place in the sun, and the heat 
it"generates warms the earth. The 
hydrogen fusion reaction (H-borhb) 

is far more destructive than the 
uranium fission reaction (A-bom! 
Most of the cost of a 
bomb is said to be the 
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| | | The lion of Kashmir may be old, but he is still a lion, says KULDIP 
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found Him rather cautious. There was 

a time when he would have let himself 
80 on matters like his relations with 
the centre and the ruling Congress(I), 
and state autonomy. This time he 
would make only brief observations. 
Some of the old fire seems to have 
gone. He is nearing 79 and it is 
perhaps natural that he should be 
diffident to join issue with Mrs Gan- 
dhi; he does not want to 80 into the 
wilderness again. He also realises that 
his kith and kin have somewhat dam- 
aged his public image through their 
efforts to grab whatever they can 
while he is alive. 
But the Sheikh is still committed to 
* the basic Principles of secularism and 
democracy which made him work for 
Kashmir's accession to India after the 
partition in 1947. And he retains his 
popular base, though it is a bit shrunk- 
en. He still remains much taller than 
any other leader in Jammu and Kash- 
mir. He continues to be 
whatever the misgivings of Mrs Gan. 
‘dhi, who has reportedly said that he 15 


which we do not agree. 

Q: Gen. Zia said that all the three 
territories acceded to Pakistan in Av. 
gust 1947 and they were not a part of 
Kashmir any longer. 

A: This is not true. These areas Were 
under the suzerainty of the Kashmir 
ruler. They were not parts of the 
“Azad” Kashmir which Pakistan occu: 
pies. But they were in Kashmir, in 
Balitstan. The chiefs in the three terri- 
tories were;vassals and paid tributes to 
the Maharaja of Kashmir. Sometimein 
the Thirties, the Maharaja gave Gilgit 
on lease to. the British who wanted 1t 
for the purpose of defending the sub- 
continent from the Soviet Union. Even 
then the civil administration, like the 
one in Hunza and Sikardu, was that 0 
the Maharaja. In 1946, the БШ 
returned Gilgit to the Maharaja, who 
sent there one of his relations, Can 
zare Singh, as the Governor. W їй 
Pakistan attacked Kashmir in 1947, 

-Ganzare Singh was taken prisoner Ата 
subsequently exchanged with priso 


t 
| | 
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IT inui NAYAR who talked to Sheikh Abdullah about the new and old problems | 1 
E i besetting Kashmir, India and Pakistan | } 
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17) | {| S i S 
a 1 ] - А: What they have done is Immoral, | 
| E | ИШ А oe el io zd сераш = unconstitutional and unjustified, Gil. | E 
IN И. e than an hour at the = git, Hunza and Sikardu are parts of | С 
[| PI . chief minister's residence in Jammu, I 3 Kashmir. It is a forcible annexation to | т 


EH ONT Hmm WOOO oc 0 а оо 9 


trying to “c Ip? ; ers-held by Pakistan. Р 

ll: BE [o jromminalise® the armos Q: When did you come co knowl | d 

ni Sheikh feels that his judgment that Pakistan's absorption of Gilgit, P 

| India's democratic system is far better and Sikardu? — in newspaper В, 
E than Pakistan's theocratic, feudal rule A: I read of it only n Gen. Zi 

if ү as proved correct. He does feel lonely: after your interview DET of India G 
EE ней and you dy WU aaa А 
í r talking to him that he d rt tio. 

H - bears a grudge thar fades for which he Q: What do you think is е ae h 

, Suffered onslaughts from his co- to he dum SPEO Cannot take the d 

А x Blonists, has not given him the NAM r akitan can India th re 

ies a he. deserves, 7 р n n Ма и There is no optio p: 

| when he speaks of Pakistan's Portion they have. We have gone t0 I 
4 2unexation of some Kashmir areas— except to hold talks. © Б question 
E it, Hunza and Sikardu—one can wer mue than once o Haji Ріг ал 

EI see the old glint in his eyes. + y © ad fe return Nee. we regaine to 

: Sir, I was recently in Pakis- ахуа, the Bee EE many lives- y lil 

, tan and found “observers” bi every MR ер d world war, m A 

ў from Gilgit, Hunza and 1 р bli but then who Wor at 

Sikardu attending the Ma-. | _ e polve this problem but then who o ре 

E Jlis-e-Shoora, the govern. © : Eo v S be living after that war? e. There“, | 5! 

^ ment-nominated body. Is Islamabad . Sheikh Abdullah: committed in the caves might escape. to 
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No, government on either 
side can stay in power if it 
is asked to surrender its 
position on Kashmir. This 
has been the result of wars. 


ment on either side can stay in power 
if it is asked to surrender its position 
on Kashmir. This has been the result 
of wars. They must sit across the table. 
In 1964, when I went to Pakistan I felt 
that we were about to have a break- 
through. Gen. Ayub was willing. But 
unfortunately Pandit Nehru died at 
that time and we were back to square 
one. 

Q: What can be done to. improve 
India-Pakistan relations? 

A: The two sides should have more 
and more contacts, editors and Writers 
should meet, businessmen and traders 
should meet, students and the youth 
should meet. There should be an ex- 
change of delegations. I am in favour 
of softening borders, I did suggest at 
one time the opening of the Rawalpin- 
di route but I was misunderstood. 

The people on both sides have love 
and goodwill towards one another. I 
have met some of the people who have 
gone to Pakistan, they were over- 
whelmed by the affection shown to 
them. Both are from the same stock. 
Whatever their religion, they are 
essentially the same type of people. 

Q:Looking back, do you think you 
did a wise thing in merging with India? 

A: Events have proved that our 
decision was justified because we sup- 
port democracy and India is a demo- 
cratic country. Whatever be the other 
deficiencies and difficulties, we have 
by and large free elections, a free 
press and freedom of expression, un- 
like Pakistan where there has been no 
individual freedom for many years and 
where a military dictatorship is en- 
trenched. I am opposed to the coun- 
tries or regimes established on the 
basis of religion. I recall that when I 
met Mr Jinnah in 1944 I told him I was 


opposed to the creation of a country: 


merely on the basis of religion and I 
warned bim that the two wings of 
Pakistan he was envisaging would not 
last long even if established. I am 
proved right; what was East Pakistan 
is now the independent country of 
Bangladesh. : 

Q: How is your equation with Mrs 
Gandhi? : x 
A: We haye very little person: 
relations. Iwas a family member in 
her father's house. After Nehru's 
death I tried to maintain the game 
relations but she is a different type d 
person. I have no quarrel with her an 

I keep to myself. . , г 

О: What has she against your. or 

À: She wants the state chief ministe 
to be at her beck and call. She wo dd 
ike to throw me out. But I am no aan 
Antulay or Anjaiah who sits ОГ ШС 
at her bidding. I am elected ул ny 
People and I am answerable to шел. 

е thinks everyone has to play ae 
to her. But I alone am not her target. 
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She does not like an 
[ Sr y non-Co I 
chief minister. She does PB ane 


. She said once that she 
ntire country to be 
ruled by the Congress(I). Tena 
p to her. And look what kind of 
acvisers she has surrounded herself 
with. In any case, that is her busíness. 
Q: Is there any attempt by Delhi to 
dilute Jammu and Kashmir's 
autonomy? 

À: We have to be ever vigilant. 
There have been attempts which we 
have Stalled. We are in the process of 
Scrutinising all laws which have been 
extended to our state since August 
1953; when our government was 
thrown out and Bakshi installed. Our 
accord of 1975 with Delhi gives us the 
right to reject or accept any law ex- 
tended to our state after that time. 
Autonomy for all the states is neces- 
sary, this is the only way to keep the 
country together. Ours is a federal 


rs is not a dynastic rule. 
He (Dr Farooq Abdullah) 
has an advantage. But he 
will have to come through a 
democratic process. In our 
state democracy has pre- 
cedence, not a particular 


dynasty. ; 


Religious organisations 
have little support in our 
State. There i$ no Hindu- 
Muslim problem here. We 
live like brothers. 


Structure and the Constituent Assem- 
bly was very particular to give the 
states autonomy in their affairs. Today. 
our example is being quoted by other 
states. There are demands in Punjab, 
Sikkim and Tamil Nadu for a Kashmir 
type status. 

. Mrs Gandhi said sometime back that 
if the centre wanted it could make a 
state government fall in less than half 
an hour by stopping financial aid. This 
smacks of autocracy. The states draw 
funds not as a charity but as a matter 
of right. The Constitution has guaran- 
teed them a share in central earnings. 
It does not behove a Prime Minister to: 
hold out such threats, 

Q: Recently there were instances of. 
looting and burning of shops in Anant- 
nag and Srinagar. Who were they and 
who was behind. them? 

A: A few students first picketed the 
four liquor shops in Anantnag for some 
days and then one day they beat up 
the people who were buying the li- 
quor, ransacked the place and burnt 
the goods. It was spontaneous and, 
before the authorities could take any 
action, it was over. The incidents were 
not communal, the liquor shops hap- 
pened to belong to Hindus. One liquor 
shop of the government was also ran- 
sacked. As regards the incidents in 
Srinagar, there was a call by King 
Khalid (of Saudi Arabia) for a hartal to 
protest against Israel’s anti-Islami 
activities. We should have ourselves 
given the call and held a protest 
meeting. But we did not get enough 
notice. Some students organised a pro- 
cession and, as it happens in such 
situations, a few urchins took advan- © 
tage of the opportunity and looted 
some shops. The administration lucki- 
ly controlled the situation. One person 
was shot dead and 150 policemen 
suffered injuries. The action was swift 
and firm. А 

I de not think there was апу orga- 
nisation as such behind the students’ 
doings. Some restive urchins got 
rine: and then a few spectators 
joined them. One should not read 
anything beyond that. Religious orga- 
nisations have little support in our 
state. There is no Hindu-Muslim prob- 
lem here. We live like brothers. 
However, one feels-sad when the 
Prime Minister comes to the state and. 
says that minorities are not safe in 
Kashmir. ; 

Q: Would you say that in India, on 
the whole, communalism is in- 
creasing A 

A: I do not know. My feeling is that — 
economic considerations are coming to — 
the fore. More and more riots are 
caused-by economic rivalries, 
munity is dislodging I 
hence the clash. The ad [ш 
duty is to suppress 1 hl 
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What is he GRS? 
Tae Gasket Release System isa unique design’ 
DANSON that makes pressure cooking as safe 
ES DONG water, A slot in the lidover the rubber 
Gasket provides a Safe sure outlet for steam 
when it reaches dangerous levels. . 


The GRS makes the New Prestige the only 
toy sate Pressure cooker 


* Gasket Release System 


In the New Prestige zr е rare occasion The GAS does not Ў А ё Product 
when steam builds US excessively, interfere with the 
the GRS enables the rey pasket to normal cooking 
Г ПУЛ oam doc Of те siot and ent tall 
eto si 0, not at all. 
eam downwards safely There is nothing to 
. replace. All you do 
9 once the steam is let 
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Why Is the GRS essential? into the slot with a 
When you replace a Safety plug you may get a $poon,clean the vent 
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Unfortunately you have no way of telling a genuine Тһе cooker that even a child 7 
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Mrs Gamdhi an 


d the Sheikh in 1978: Mrs Gandhi wants the state CMs at her beck and call’ 


do. Trouble which erupts in our state 
does not spread or last long because of 
our firmness. In many parts of our 
country this is not so. They allow 
things to’ deteriorate. But we must 
devote our attention to the basic prob- 
lems of the people. 

Q: What Is the situation in Kish- 
tiwar? Mr Venkatasubbaiah has sub- 
mitted a report on the administration’s 
excesses. 

A: Who is Venkatasubbaiah? He did 
not have the courtesy to call on the 
Governor or me. He goes to the place 
and submits a report without even 
talking to us. I know that the centre 
wants to embarrass the state because 
we do not fall in line at their bidding. 


And he brings with him Mr Ghulam 
Nabi Azad who, I believe, got 110 votes 
in a Parliamentary election. Kishtiwar 
wants to become a district. We told the 
agitators that if we give their tehsil 
the status of a district, we will have to 
do the same to other tehsils because 
there too similar demands are being 
made. We have appointed a commis: 
sion under the chairmanship of Justice 
Janki Nath to look into the matter. We 
shall abide by its decision if it says 
that Kishtiwar should be a district. But 
what pains me is the way the centre 
encourages agitations in Jammu and 
Kashmir just because we are a non- 
Congress(I) government. Take the 
case of our Chief Justice. He has been 
Officiating for a few years. We have 
asked the centre many a time to tell ue 
Why ‘he is not being confirmed an 

What is held against him. But we are 
Not being taken. into confidence. j 

‚ О: Why don't you play a bigger T oli. 
in the country and join all-India po: 

tics? 


A: Whom to join? The opposition is a 
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divided house. They are all the time 
quarrelling among themselves as to 
who should be the Prime Minister. 
Some of them have no base but their 
ambition knows no bounds. The Con- 
gress(I) is no better except for the fact 
that they have a school master to 
chastise them. No, I am quite happy 
where I am and Fhave the satisfaction 
of serving my people in my own way. 

Q: Is Dr Farooq, your son, succeed- 
ing you? 

ДООШ is not а dynastic rule. He has 


“Т аш not a 
eandidate" 


not a candidate. Let Dr 
e КАТОО Abdullah succeed 
Sheikh Sahib,” Mr Gul Shah, minis- 
ter for public works, who is number 
two in the Jammu and Kashmir 
cabinet, told me 1n reply to my. 
question whether he was next in 

i succession.  . 

ES. who is considered a 
rival to Dr Faroog Abdullah, his 
brother-in-law, said that he had 
already written to Sheikh Sahib 
that no one after the age of 60 
should be at the helm of affairs. “I 
am 62,” he added. He did make an 
exception for three persons: Mrs 
Indira Gandhi, Shei h Abdullah 
and Mr, Могагјі Desai. „When | 
asked him “Why Morar}1, Mr Gu 
Shah said, because “Mr Desai is 
personally honest and I do not care. 


about Kanti, his son. + 


Ee 


an advantage. But he will have to come 
through a democratic process. In our 
state democracy has precedence, not a 
particular dynasty. 

Q: One has heard that you may be 
going to the polls soon so that you 
finish the process before President 
Sanjiva Reddy lays down his office in 
July. 

A: Why, should I hold the elections 
now? We shall go to the polls in June 
next year when the six-year term, 
introduced during the Emergency, 
ends. What has the President’s term 
got to do with our elections? If the 
centre tries to do anything, it would 
have to face a situation which it would 
regret., 

Q: Why have you passed the reset- 
tlement bill which has evoked fears in . | 
the minds of non-Muslims in the state, _ 
particularly in Jammu? | 

A: Let me explain the bill to: you. | 
What it means is that those Kashmiris 
who went to Pakistan out of fear after _ 
March 1947 and partition,or could not - 
return because of unsettled condi- 
tions, could come back after fulfilling. 
the десе an conditions, one of which 
was a visa from New Delhi. We are 
committed to it under the Delhi agree- 
ment of 1948. These people are no 
from the Pakistani- occupied Kashmir | 
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_ Armed landlords came in the dead of night t | | 
set fire to their huts and shot whoever came In their way. The toll w 


harijans had dared to demand higher wages. 
| a day of the incid 
Photographs by KR 


t was a shrill cry that awoke Sarju 
Majhi. He was sleepin outside 
- his hut in the harijan toli of Birra 
village (Mukhdhumpur police 
station, Gaya district). The time 
was around two am, the date 25 April. 
Rubbing his eyes he sat up on the 
mattress to find out what the noise was 
about. A short distance away he saw 
the hut of Bhagwan Majhi in flames. 
Thinking that the hut had caught fire 
accidentally he got up to help put it 
out. But even as he was proceeding 
‘towards Bhagwan’s house he heard a 
sharp crack. The sound was unmistak- 
able: it was gunfire. He stopped dead 
on his tracks. Instinctively he knew 
what was happening—the landlords of 
Birra and the surrounding villages of 
Bela and Bhagwanpur had attacked 
the helpless harijans. For the past 
several months the harijans of Birra 
had been threatened by the landlords 
for demanding more wages. They were 
told that they would be taught a lesson 
and Sarju now realised what that 
meant. 
_Turning around Sarju raced towards 
his house. He must flee, he thought, 


А harijan woman sits amidst the ruins of her house 
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before the landlords caught up with 
him. But Sarju was too late. Just as he 
was rushing through the narrow door 
of his hut, four men armed with 12 
bore guns emerged from the darkness 
and started chasing him. Sarju entered 
the hut to find his wife, Bhagia Devi, 
awake. She had seen the men chasing 
her husband and her first instinct was 
to save him. She rushed out of the hut 
and waving her arms wildly, screamed, 
*Don't kill my husband." She had 
barely taken a few steps when two 
her: one in the sto- 
mach and the other in the chest. She 
dropped to the ground dead. The men, 
whom Sarju later identified as Umesh 
Mahato, Baburam Mahato and Sham- 
bhu Mahato—all landowners from 
Bhagwanpur—then ran to another hut 
to look for another prey. Sarju Majhi 
took this opportunity to escape from 
the village to sáve his own life. 
Sixty-five-year-old Bhatina Devi too 
faced the same fate as Sarju's wife. 
She had woken up hearing the cries of 
the people and had got up to find out 
what was happening. Not finding her 
son, Gariban Majhi, in the hut she had 
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stepped out to see what the confusion 
was about. Seeing what was happening 
she ran into the hut, frightened. But by 
then she had been spotted and unable 
to run away like most of the other 
harijans, she silently waited for death. 


But, perhaps, the most pathetic case 


was that of 14-year-old Rambhajan: 


Majhi, Gariban's son. Rambhajan was 
sleeping in the hut adjoining his 
father's. Seeing the huts being set on 
fire and people running around with 
guns, he ran to warn his father of the 
danger. But before he could reach his 
father, he was cold-bloodedly shot 
dead. *He was one of the brightest 
boys in the village," Gariban told us. 


The carnage lasted for about half an 
hour. At the end of this, three 
women—Bhatina Devi, Mahangi Devi, 
Bhagia Devi—and a young boy lay 
dead along with a number of injured. 
One of them a 12-year-old girl, 


Piyariya, succumbed to her injuries in ` 


the Patna Medical College Hospital 
two days later bringing the number of 
dead to five. A number of huts were 
burning when the killers left the vil- 
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o the harijan toli of Birra village of Gaya district, 
as five dead. Reason: the 


SAUMITRA BANERJEE was at the spot within 
ent to piece together the story. 
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| lage, having completed their 
= task. But by then the harijans a 
fled, leaving a deserted and.smoulder- 
ing toli. behind. 
It was dusk when we reached the 


village, a day after the incid 
е had been а difficult ride. There ig only 
pile dirt track leading from Mukh- 

1 umpur police station to Bi 
E — distance of about eight km. Оса Аа 
Strict deux Васто stop a kilometre 

is away from the village as it could 

DN: the proceed any further.) By then ШОС 
Within \ the harijans had returned to the vil- 


lage but they were still terror-stricken. 
ey were sitting silently in groups of 
about ten, huddled around MENU. 
| Кегозепе lamp. “Тһеу may attack 
a again,” Chandradeo Das told us. “But 
| even now there is nothing we can do to 


confusion save ourselves." Obvi 

i | . viously, the posse 
sd Bathe | of CRP men posted in the "AER had 
1d unable | not reassured them. In two of the huts 
the other mourning ceremonies were being held. 
for deat There was a cluster of people outside 
аш. 4 each of these huts watching the 
hetic case | rituals. The charred huts, a reminder 
ambhajan - | of the carnage, were empty. Utensils 
ajan was | had fallen to the floor among the ash. 
ining his No one had bothered to pick them up. 
ng set on Rajendra Mochi took us around a 
yündiwith couple of burnt huts and told us how 
Nei die the attack took place: about 60 to 70 
тас people (the police figure is around 30) 
edly shot silently surrounded the toli and 
brightest started setting fire to the huts. As the 
пал harijans, like trapped animals, started 
"uH rushing out the shooting began. It was 
uthalfan | indiscriminate: there were no fixed 
is, three у targets and there was no one in par- 
angi Devi, | ticular they wanted dead. Their only. 
| boy lay | aim was to kill anyone they could train 
f injured. | their guns on. As a result, old women, 
old girh | who could not make a fast getaway, 
njuries in ' | became the victims. The harijans had 
Hospital { to pay a costly price for having deman- 
;umberof | ded more wages to fill their hungry 

huts were | ‚ stomachs. У 
ft the vil | hy had the harijans been mer- 

| 
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cilessly killed? The origins of this 
violence can be traced back to Novem- 
ber 1981. In Birra, there are about 50 
harijan families (kuanrs, bhuiyas, 
telis, dusads’ and mushahars). The 
majority of the landowners, however, 
are the koiris (a backward caste) and : 
not the bhumihars, as is the case in the 
adjoining village of Bela. In Bhagwan- 
pur, too, the caste and class composi- 
tion is the same as in Birra. Most of the 
harijans of Birra worked in the fields 
of koiri and bhumihar landowners in 
Birra, Bela and Bhagwanpur, for a kg 
¬ of wheat/paddy a day and the produce 
of five kathas of land at every harvest 
(halwahi). But unlike in most villages 
of Bihar, in Birra an attempt was being 
made to organise the harijans—in this 
case under Ishwar Mahato (a Naxalite 
» leader according to the police) who 
came from the same area. He con- 
vinced the poor peasants that they 
should, rightfully, ask for more and 
finally last November the peasants of 
Birra refused to harvest the crops until 
the landlords agreed to pay them | 3 i 
moe ur naturally; put tne: Jano. | i ER 
, lords in o fix. If the crops We L уно succumbed to her injuries two days after 
f í 1 Я The body of Piyariya W 1 1 wo days after 
Mesa am time, ney would Tor. шр у har Pedy ae her father and str 
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The harijans of Birra 


‘What led to the attack on the 
\harijans? ў 
A: It is very enigmatic. That is 
what we would also like to know. 
Q: Was it because the harijans 
had demanded more wages? 
A: That would be stretching 
things a bit too far. The dispute 
took place last year and it was 
amicably settled. There is no 
reason why the harijans should be 
attacked for this. Besides, there is 
another mystery. Those who have 
been killed are not from the houses 
that have been burnt. I think this 
was done to create terror and ten- 
sion. ' 

: If it was not the landlords who 
indulged in the carnage, then who 
do you think did de 

À: It is difficult t2 say who did it. 
But I think a third force is tesponsi- 
ble for this. 

Q: Like the Naxalites? 

` А: Yes, I think so, Since last year 

tension has been simmering їл that 
area, but the Naxalites had been 
unable to capitalise on it. So they 
took recourse to this in ‘order to 
create more tension betWeen the 
landlords and the peasants. e 


leader in mind when you talk of the « 
Naxalites? : 


'Naxalites respons 
for carnage" 


Ramashray Prasad Singh, Bihar's industry 
minister tells SUNDAY 
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ae I would not like to comment on 
this. 

Q: How were you received by the 
harijans when you visited Birra? 

A: I was received very cordially. 
The harijans took me around their 
huts, showed me all the spots where 
they had been attacked and spoke 
very sincerely to me. 

Q: Some of the harijans I met in 
Birra told me that they thought that 
you favoured the bhumihars be. 
cause you are a bhumihar yourself. 

A: That is 100 per cent baseless. I 
am the people's representative and 


. I especially look to the interests of 


the weaker sections of the people. 


О: Could this carnage have been : 


avoided? — 

À: From what I gathered from the 
villagers and from officials of the 
area I think that the incident occur- 
red so suddenly that it took every- 
one by surprise; no one had fore- 
seen it. I am not dware if the 
harijans had, in the past, made 
complaints to the police. 

Q: Have any steps been taken to 
see that an incident of this type 
does not recur? 

A: I think the government has 


О; Do you have any particular < taken ample measures in this re- 


gard. A number of precautionary 
measures have béen taken. . 
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lords and tlie harijans failed and fj 
ly the labour department of the Nal. | 
ernment of Bihar intervened ana 
compromise was reached: instead 3 f 
one kg of wheat/paddy, the ha i 
would be given one and a half js 
wheat/paddy and the produce of eu | 
kathas of halwahi land. (This, incide | 
tally, speaks volumes for the labo 
department of the Bihar Bovernmen | 
it is surprising that labour Official, | 
should suggest this solution when the 
minimum wages under the Bihar Mini. | 
mum Wages Act for agricultura] Work. 
ers in Gaya stipulates that each WOrk. 
er be paid two and a half k | 
wheat/paddy and be given 15 kathas of | 
halwahi land.) | 
The harijans were happy with even | 
this paltry increase; but not sg the | 
landlords. They were angry that hari. | 
jans had had the audacity to demand 
more than what they got. It was | 
around that time that the harijans | 
started being threatened. As Bindesh. 
war Ram, a harijan who belongs to | 
Birra told us: “They kept saying ‘Tum | 
log to dekh lenge (we will teach youa | 
lesson,).’ " But in spite of these | 
threats, most of the landlords kept to | 
the terms of the agreement and paid 
the workers their dues. However, 
there were exceptions: the few who | 
refused to give the harijans their due | 
of halwahi. And this is what led to the | 
next conflict on 1 April this year and | 
ultimately provoked the attack. | 
The rabi crops were ready for һаг | 
vesting but once again a few landlords | 
refused to give them their share of | 
halwahi. The peasants then got | 
together on 1 April and forcibly har. | 
vested some crop from Gopal Singh's 
fields in Bela and took it away. Said 
Mahadev Majhi: *We are poor and 
halwahi means a lot to us. Since the 
landlords were not willing to part with 
it we decided to take it on our own. 
Had the landlords not refused to give 
us our due we would never have done 
it." But this was the spark that ignite 1 
the simmering tension that had Ре | 
building up since last November. É 
landlords felt threatened and n m 
early hours of 25 April they decide 
teach the harijans a brutal less 2 
The government, however, has 06 
peddling a different theory.. "m 
Ramashray Prasad Singh, Bihars iy 


Mukhdhumpur and he reache 
scene of В carnage within hours 7 
the incident) in an obvious bid 9и 

the entire incident а different the 
has pinned the blame for this ordin | 
Naxalites (see interview). АСО p 
to him, the harijans had been ar ion | 

not by the landlords but by а d ten: | 
Naxalites who’ wanted to SE ndless | 
sion between landlords and айе i 
peasants so that they could care does 
on the situation. This explanation i 
seem a bit far fetched. But the Б ПОП 
ment has been prompt in ann’ тр | 


‘But will this heal the scale 
dents have left behind and 
harijans feel more secure?. 
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Carnage in Calcutta ' : 
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spot even while the bodies were burning, reports on the gruesome tragedy. 


hen the residents of Cal- 

cutta woke up on Friday 

30 April they could hard- 

ly imagine that it was 

going to be a day of 
shame for them. Between 6.45 am and 
8 am.armed mobs battered to death, 
mutilated and then set on fire 11 men 
and two women of the Ananda Marg at 
three spots along a one kilometre 
stretch of Ballygunge in south Calcutta 
right before hundreds of onlookers. At 
least ten others were injured—of 
whom four died later in hospital and 
six were battling for life till we went to 
press. The day's toll was 17 killed; 
nothing like this had ever happened 
before in Calcutta. 

It all began at the Ballygunge sta- 
tion on Calcutta's south suburban rail- 
way at 6.45 am when a group of people 
chased and assaulted some Margis, 
including a woman, who were escort- 
ing a number of children along the 
station platform. *No sooner had two 
Saffronclothed sadhus including a 
sanyasini (nun), disembarked from a 
local train, than the trouble started," 
says a bewildered 15-year-old Pagla, a 
Street urchin who stays permanently 
on the Ballygunge station platform. “I 
saw more than ten young men, most of 

whom wore soiled shirts and trousers, 
dragging two sanyasis out of the plat- 
form. On the railway track they 


Ballygunge station and Bijan Setu: scenes of the carnage 
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started beating them mercilessly. 
When a shopkeeper tried to intervene 
he was told to mind his own business. 
*If you interfere, we will kill you 
first," one of the assailants warned. As 
the shopkeeper withdrew, the 
assailants resumed beating their vic- 
tims who cried for help till they were 
unconscious. But nobody went to their 
aid. 

Leaving the Margis on the railway 
track, presumably thinking that they 
were dead (they were actually serious- 
ly injured) the youngmen—who were 
carrying sticks, iron rods, bamboo 
poles and cans of petrol—shifted to 
the Bijan Setu (a flyover spanning the 
railway tracks) some 200 yards away. 
At this stage a small Government 
Reserve Police contingent which had 
arrived at the spot took the bodies 
lying on the track to hospital. But they 
did not dare to proceed any further. 

And on Bijan Setu, all hell broke 
loose. (The flyover is named after an 
engineer, Bijan Kumar Basu, who was 
killed in the late Seventies while 
trying to resist a gang of dacoits who 
had raided the coach in which he was 
travelling). *It was at around 7.10 am 
that some ten young men came run- 
ning on to the bridge and intercepted 
two taxis," says Subhankar Das, who 
has a panshop close to the bridge. 
From his account it appears that hav- 


ES 


ing stopped the taxis, the assailants 
dragged out the occupants, all of 
whom ` were Margis, and started beat. 
ing them with rods and bamboo poles, 
When the victims fell to the ground 
they were showered upon with bricks 
and stones. Then they were doused 
with petrol from the cans ‘the 
assailants carried and set on fire. The 
faces were set on fire first, presumably 
to make identification of the victims 
more difficult. By that time a small 
police party had reached the place and 
fired three rounds to scare away the 
murderers. But it failed to achieve any 
results and the police retreated seeing 
the menacing mood of the assailants. 
Now over 3,000 people were watch- 
ing the macabre drama being enacted. 
The police, however, managed to res- 
cue one of the victims who was later 
sent to hospital. In the confusion some 
local residents saved another— 
Doyamoy Brahmachari (22). He was 
taken to a nearby house, helped to 
change into ordinary clothes from his 
saffron robes and taken to the Kasba 
police station—some 200 yards away 
from the scene of violence. У 
Doyamoy told the police at Kasba 


thana that he was from the Simla, 


ashram of the Ananda Marg and had 


come to attend a convention of the 


Margis at the Tiljala headquarters 
beginning on that day. He and eleven 
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illi { inc - tion riots, heavilyarm a 
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other Margis who EC Overnight at 
he Marg’s regional centre furth 

cane at Jodhpur Park (where Anand 
murtiji, their leader, has been Staying 
for some time), were travelling in two 
taxis towards Tiljala. When the taxis 
reached Bijan Setu, the taxi drivers 
told the occupants that they had taken 
a wrong turn. But barely had the 
drivers changed direction, when a 
group of armed people surrounded the 
taxis. First they pelted stones at them. 


Then when the taxis stopped they: 


dragged out thé occupants and virtual. 
ly lynched them..Doyamoy was in the 
second taxi. 


When this corréspondent reached 
the spot at around 8.10 am he saw 
eight bodies scattered all over the 
bridge, their eyes gouged and their 
skulls smashed. The bodies were badly 
charred with smoke still curling up. 
One more body, burnt and . mutilated, 


was lying under the bridge—apparent.. 
ly, it had been thrown from the bridge.. 


Ten minutes later,inspector general of 
police Satyabrata Basu, city police 
‘commissioner Nirupam Som, SP 24 
Parganas, Sadananda Chakrabarty and 
some two dozen’ senior police officials 
arrived. But by then the damage had 
been done. 


Just as one armed mob was beating 
up the Margis on Bijan Setu another 
group had intercepted three taxis car- 
rying 11 Margis at Talbagan near the 
Bondel railway level crossing, half a 
kilometre from Bijan Setu on the same 
railway line. The Margis had hired the 
taxis at Howrah station and were pro- 
ceeding to Tiljala by the only other 
approach road. In a repetition of what 
was happening on Bijan Setu, the mob 
stopved the taxis by pelting stones, 
dragged out their occupants, beat 
them up with rods and bamboo poles, 
poured petrol on them and set them on 
fire. Four of them died, burnt beyond 


‘recognition. Others were luckier: with 


gaping wounds and severe burns they 
could be rescued by the police in the 
nick of time. Recalling the incident, 


A final bow from a Margi for a victim 
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arlier, two women Margis 
9 travell- 
ing by € rickshaw with a child, were 
in the vicinity of 
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efore in Calcutta: vor happened 

The immediate cause of the mob 
ury seems to be the rumours about 
childlifters that had been circulating 
in the area since some local residents 
intercepted on Bijan Setu two sanyasi- 
nis of the Ananda Marg travelling in a 
rickshaw with two children two days 
earlier. The sanyasinis, later identi- 
fied as Papiya Moitra and Juthika 
Ghosh, both from the Ananda Marg's 
centre in Purulia, were then taken to 
the Kasba police station. They claimed. 
that the children accompanying them 
were the inmates of one of the Marg's 
1,000 orphanages. The police, howev- 
er, were not convinced and held them 
in custody. | 

Who could the killers be? Their 
deed cannot be explained away solely 
as a manifestation of mob frenzy 
against childlifters. The murderers 
were far too well organised with sticks, 
iron rods, bamboo poles and cans of 
petrol. And they struck almost simul- 
taneously at thrée different places. 
The rumour that childlifters were on 
the prowl had of course gripped the 
area,where the massacres took place, 
for the last few days. But there hardly 
was any provocation for ordinary 
citizens to turn killers. The brutality 
clearly bore the stamp of professional 
hands. The killers apparently knew of 
the Margi convention at Tiljala and 
had placed themselves at both the 
approaches to the ashram to intercept 
the incoming Margis. 
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The first reaction of the Margis was 
to blame the CPI(M) for the murders. 
The reason, of course, is that relations 
between the Margis.and the CPICM) 
are very strained. Once earlier a group ' 
of Margis tried to break into the 
CPI(M) state headquarters in Calcutta 
and, according to the CPI(M) leaders, 
if the Margis had succeeded they 
would have killed some of ће top men 
in the party. Later, Margis claimed 
that some CPI(M) activists tried to 
-assassinate their guru Anandamurtiji 
now camping in Calcutta. Inspite of 
this bitterness, it does not sound very 
probable that the CPI(M) would go 
after the blood of the Margis, especial- 
ly with the Assembly election just over 
a fortnight away. Indeed it was the 
CPI(M) which had earlier turned down 
a suggestion from the centre that the 
Ananda Marg organisation be banned. 


If it is not the CPI(M), who else 
could have killed the Margis? One 
opinion holds that the massacre might 
be the result of internecine quarrels in 
the Ananda Marg itself. The head of 
the Margis, Anandamurtiji, jealously 
guards the secrets of his organisation 
and is very severe with those whe 
break away from it. On the other hand 
those who had broken away could have 
decided on a pre-emptive strike. 


Yet another view is that the crime is 
the handiwork of the Congress(l) or 
one of the many central intelligence 
agencies operating in West Bengal. 
These sections argue that Mrs Gandhi 
having failed so far to either im 
President's rule in West Bengal or 
postpone the Assembly elections, was 
taking one last chance to create chaos 
and finally have her way. 

But whatever may be the motives or 
the identity of the killers, one stark 
fact stares the people of West Be 
in the face. They now have to share the 
shame of many other areas of the 
country which have seen: brutal mas- 
sacres in the last few years. And in 
terms of brutality the massacre of the 
Margis sets a new and horrifying re- 
cord. 
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Is religion still the “sigh of. 
the oppressed creature?" 


"T е are confronted today 
Wie with a great paradox: 
1 „| / on the one-hand scien- 

\ | се and technology 


А J have soared to unim- 
agined heights in almost évery field 
of endeavour. On the other there is 
a new type of religious revivalism 
which is gaining ground and has 
already assumed a political shape 
in three worlds: the West, eastern 
Europe and the Third World. Man 
has reached the moon. Space rock- 
ets have circled some of the 
planets. They have beamed back 
their discoveries and we have 
watched in silent awe on our televi- 
sion screens. This year is the 
centenary of Darwin’s death, What 
supreme irony that it is celebrated 
in the United States by an almost 
successful attempt to ban his 
teachings from schools. This is 
spearheaded by à movement known 
as the creationists, who want the 
world's most technologically adv- 
anced country to return to the 
primitive Biblical absurdities of the 
Book of Genesis. 

“Religion,” wrote Marx, “is the 
sigh of the oppressed creature, the 
heart of a heartless world and the 
soul of soulless conditions.” This is 
certainly true in its essentials. We 
can describe the Catholicism of the 
El Salvadorean peasant or the 
Islam of the factory worker in La- 
hore within the old framework. 
There is, however, a newer and 
more sinister aspect, Is the “born: 
again Christian" in the United 
States with his two cars, wallet full 
of credit cards and his house in the 
country an "oppressed creature? 
Clearly not, Are the ‘hordes of 
Anglo-American youths searching 
for nirvana by attaching them- 
selves to south Asian mystics the 
same as the Latin American toilers? 
I have nothing against a bunch of 
old rogues setting out from south 
Asia and using their mumbo-jumbo 
to make money. Why not? After all 


who landed on alien shores did not 


merely “liberate souls." They also 


deprived their victims of all their 
worldly possessions. ate EE 
The revival of religio-political in- 


tervention has taken three forms. - 


In the United States the so-called 
moral majority played a very signi- 
ficant male in engine ace ol 3 
ion victory. The a 
election y do Satie work 
1 i tion of the 
ing class (itself a reflec aL 
backwardness of the Amigos 
workers) made such a respo: a 
commercially organised fe igo ee 
evitable. There was no alter 
pull from any direction. 
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Fifth 
Column 


EXEGEGUUTTISETUR ED 
TARIQ ALI 


In Poland, the Roman Catholic 
church expressed the hopes of a 
people deceived for three decades 
by the promises of a party calling 
itself “communist.”. The Polish 
Pope turned out to be a useful 
acquisition for those who wish to 
uphold the status quo on a global 
scale. His main function has been to 
preach restraint to the oppressed. 
This ideological offensive is, of 
course, based on strong material 
interests. The church has its own 
bank, it invests money in safe coun- 
trles such as South Africa and is 
one of the largest owners of proper- 
ty in. the world. The Italian Com- 
munist Party refuses even to with- 
draw Italy from NATO if it ever 
wins power. It is hardly likely to 
nationalise the assets accumulated 
over centuries by Papal oppression. 

Iran offers us the horrifying pic- 
ture of a primitive confessionalism 
in full swing. We all celebrated 
(and rightly so) the fall of the 
Pahlavi dynasty and its network of 
torture. Few, if any, thought that a 
despotic monarch would be re- 
placed by a religious autocracy. We 
tended to ignore or gravely under- 
estimate the ideological hold of 
religion. We used to quote from 
Khomeini's tract on Islamic govern: 
ment. Could an old cleric who dealt 
with such burning issues as the 
buggery of an old donkey by a poor 
Muslim really run the country? He 
has done so now for three years. 
The conditions of donkeys may well 
have improved but everyone else 
appears to be suffering. The Ira- 
nian people lost 60,000 lives in 
order to overthrow the Shah. Their 
reward so far has been a medieval 
religious monstrosity, 70 per cent 
inflation, four million unemployed. 
If you drink beer you can be whip- 
ped in public. If you are a woman 

ou are.not allowed to bathe àt 

eaches reserved for men (and this 
in Iran), if you are addicted to 
drugs you can be lined up against a 
wait and shot dead, if you are a 
Kurd ог а Turcoman or a Baluch 
and you insist on your rights you 
can be confronted by a bloodthirsty 
Ayatollah Khalkhali and a firing 
е know all this is happening, 
but many on the Jeft remain silent 
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and in Iran the pro-Mogcow Tudeh 
Party supports Khomeini. They 
too, will be at the receiving end o 
the Islamic whip despite their sup- 
port. Khomeini’s cadres gained con- 
trol of the movement by utilising 
the failures of Arab nationalism 
and communism. Egypt and Kam- 
puchen were the examples most 
requently used by the clerics to 
damage and weaken the left. The 
battle is not yet over. The bazaar 
petty-bourgeoisie who once idol- 
ised Khomeini and imagined гһеу 
had found a cure,are now disgusted 
by the irrationality of what is tak- 
ing place. They wait patiently for 
the coup d'etat, the workers find 
themselves under constant surveill- 
ance by the Islamic watchdogs in 
their factories. The mood is one of 
growing bitterness accompanied b 
resignation. The army is strong af- 
ter its successes on the Tran icad 
front. Its generals are being active- 
ly courted by the CIA. Whatever 
else happens after Khomeini we 
would venture to predict that there 
will not be a return to Islamic 
archaism. 

In an age where few political 
leaders are prepared to swim _ 
against the stream, it is worth en- 
ding with a quotation from that 
staunch secularist, Jawaharlal 
Nehru, whose words remain as 
apposite today as when he first 
wrote his autobiography, that in 
itself should provide room for 
thought by those who have suc: 
ceeded him: "The spectacle of what 
is called religion or at any rate, - 
organised religion, in India an 
elsewhere has filled me with horror 
and I have frequently condemned it. 
and wished to make a clear sweep - 
of it, Almost always it seems to 
stand for blind belief, reaction, dog: 
ma and bigotry, superstition and 
exploitation and the preservation 
of vested interests, and yet I know 
well that there was something else 
in it, something which supp ed a 
deep inner craving of human 
beings, how else could it have the 
tremendous power it has been. I | 
realised the hold it had on such - 
large numbers of people. It (Catho: 
licism) offered,as Islam and Hindu- 
ism, a safe anchorage from doub 
and mental conflict, an assurance 
of a future life which will make up - 
» for the deficiencies of this life. ат — 
'afraid it is impossible for me to 
seek harbours in this way. I pref: 
that open sea, with all its s 
and tempests. Nor am I 

interested in the after lif 

happens after death 
problems of this life 
absorbing to fill 


Digrtized by Sarayu Foundation Trust, Delhi and eGangotri 


SPECIAL REPORT | 


“Kunj Bihari, your time is up.” 
Pointing his stick at the lean Manipuri 
youth, Brigadier Som Jhingon, com- 
mander of the Phantom Brigade in 
Imphal cannot help taking pleasure in 
the words he has just uttered. The 
Brigadier cannot believe his own eyes: 
before him stands the outlawed Peo- 
ples Liberation Army (PLA) chair- 
man, Th Kunj Bihari, who had been 
eluding the army for the last ten 
months. Suddenly, the Brigadier 
awakes with a start. “I shouldn’t be 
dreaming such nonsense,” he mutters, 
shaking his head. His eyes fall on his 

` bedside table clock. It is only 4.30 in 
ле morning and the beginning of 
| another day: 13 April 1982. It will be 
another day of strategy and planning; 
another day of war against insurgents 
like the PLA in an apparently peaceful 
Manipur, 

At the security conference meeting 
with the state government officials the 
day before, the Brigadier had confided 
in others of his hunches about Kunj 
Bihari. “He is coming closer into our 
hands. We should be getting him any 
moment now,” the Brigadier had 
Promised. Did he have any specific 
Intelligence, the others had asked. No, 
the Phantoms’ commander could feel 
it in his bones. “My men and I live 
Insurgency day in and day out. We 
should know...” 


arget One-zero,” says 
6C the voice identifying 
himself on the phone 
at 6.55 am on the 
morning of 13 April. 
. “Yes?” answers Phantoms’ Brigade- 
Major Virender Saxena, sensing the 


reporting movements of PLA extrem. 
ists around Imphal. PLA insurgents 
have been camping for the last two 
days in Kadampokpi Khunao village, 
says One-zero. Even before the con- 
versation can end, the major slams the 
phone down and runs to his comman- 
. der, Brig. Jhingon, with the news. 


` Together they locate the oval-shaped |. 


Oe 
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excitement in the voice of his source е | 


The outlawed Peoples Liberation Army chairman, 

Th Kunj Bihari, who had taken over the PLA after the 
arrest of the charismatic leader, N. Biseshwar Singh, 
was killed in a recent army operation in Kadampokpi 
on the outskirts of Imphal. TIRTHANKAR GHOSH 
visited Imphal for this on-the-spot report 


village, 10 km south of Imphal. There 
should be no delay in contacting the 
enemy. The army unit nearest to the 
village, Lt Col Pinaki Basu's 14 Bihar 
Regiment, one of the youngest regim- 
ents in the Indian army, would be used 
for the operation. 

Lt Col Basu had just finished his PT 
and ‘was sitting in the sun outside his 
hut. At 7.02 his telephone jangled. It 


.was commander Jhingon with a short, 


precise order: *Prepare two columns 
to move out immediately." Where to, 
asked Lt Col Basu. *We will let you 
know soon," said the commander. 
Within a minute, Major Saxena was on 
the line with detailed instructions: 


Guns, cassettes and a camera 
captured by the army from the PLA 
Paige ke UT i= 1 E 1] 
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Th Kun j Bihari 


“Proceed to Kadámpokpi. Cordon the 
village and engage the enemy. Extrem- 
ists believed to be hiding there!" 

Only one route was open to the 
short, stocky Lt Col. He had to reach 
his destination in double-quick time; 
PLA members never stay in one place 
for more than a couple of days. For all 
he knew, the extremists might just 
then be moving out of the village. The 
shortest route to the village was by the 
Bishenpur road, Lt Col chose his.men 
with care: they would have to live up 
to the Phantom Brigade motto: *What 
devil dares." His men, meanwhile, said 
a silent prayer of thanks: the weather 
was good, the terrain wellknown to the 
regiment (the men had patrolled the 
area many times). All that they wanted 
was luck, the soldier's best, friend. 
With that they moved out of the 
base—their base, an old discarded 
airstrip, better known as the Tulihal 
airfield. A : 

Parking their vehicles in an open 
Space on the outskirts of the village, Lt 
Col Basu gave instructions to his Ma- 
Jor, O. P. Deswal, to cordon the village. 
By 8.00, the Biharis (as the Bihar 
Regiment men are known to their 
army colleagues) had formed a cordon 
and were closing in on the village. The 
men had to be vigilant, for all around 
the village, almost like a hedge sur- 
rounding a compound were clumps of 

amboos, impenetrable in most places. 
Within. were clusters of huts around 
Pokhries (little ponds). This.is an ideal 
guerrilla country for the insurgents as 
It is easy to give the army the slip by 
moving about from one cluster of 
houses to another—while the army- 
men search one group of huts, the 
rebels can escape from the others. 

Four groups, were formed to flush 
out the rebels from within the cordon. 

oung, turbaned, about-to-be mares 
Capt. Ajit Singh was ordered to lea 
his assault team from the west. Little. 


did he realise that his group would | 


have to bear the brunt of the Р 

"suicide squad" whose members en: 
age the enemy in battle so that the 
eader can ale ‚вооа his: escape. 
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The double-storied house where the PLA insurgents were hiding and (right) 


Crouching low, moving forward on his 
knees through the watery paddy 
fields, Capt. Singh thought he saw a 
glint of a rifle barrel in the window of 
a double-storeyed house to his left. 
Before he could figure out what it was, 
bullets whizzed past Capt. Singh and 
his men. Almost from nowhere 
emerged a lone Manipuri in T-shirt 
and jeans, firing from his SLR rifle. He 
took a shot at the young army captain 
and got him in the head. But before 
Capt. Singh lost consciousness, the 
Manipuri was wounded by him—he 
had taken aim dazedly at the running 
figure, and fired a volley of bullets. 
The youth could not go far: he was 


caught by those manning the cordon. 


The men in the assault team, mean- 
while, tried to drag Capt. Singh’s body 
to safety but they could not do so since 
the PLA, from their vantage position 
on top of the house, kept up a steady 
barrage of bullets around the body. 


But Subedar Ramdhari Tiwari was 
determined to extricate his captain’s 
body. Rising, Tiwari rushed forward in 
the direction of the house. Before he 
could reach the house, he saw a youth 
in shorts coming out with his hands 
raised in surrender. Tiwari moved for- 
ward to arrest him. Suddenly, the 
sound of a bullet cracked the silence 
and Subedar Tiwari fell dead, shot at 
almost point-blank range from an ex- 
tremist hiding in the house. The sur- 
render drama was a ruse and it had 
achieved its purpose: an armyman had 
been killed. 


When Lt Col Basu was informed of 
the casualties (which he in Buy Le 
layed to his headquarters), he decide 
to clear the house of the extremists 
He ordered his men to surroun T e 
house. Cornered now, two more re 26 S 
came out shooting their guns. В f ey 
were soon captured and taken o:a 
interrogation centre set up шак 
opposite the double-storeyec . e 
At the headquarters, Pole jp 
Jhingon was getting worrlec: Нера 


tis шуо bg beside детей two 
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columns of another regiment—the Ra- 
jputana Rifles—under Col Yash Bha- 
tia, stationed about 10 km away from 
Kadampokpi village to move to the 
encounter site. Brig. Jhingon added 
that he would be on the spot to direct 
operations. t а 

Soon after, the Brigadier contacted 
the GOC (Nagaland and Manipur), 
Major-General V. K. Nayar, at his 
headquarters in Zokhama, 40 minutes 
by helicopter from Imphal. Could the 
General send his chopper to. Tulihal 
airstrip for ferrying a few casualties to 
the army hospital at Zokhama, the 
Brigadier asked. “Yes and I am coming 
myself with the chopper," said the 
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Maj-Gen Nayar directing operations 


Diagram shows the army operation at Kadampokpi village and (inset) Capt Ajit | 


ie e 


Major-General. 3 Н 

The Brigadier pulled on his black - 
driving gloves, picked up his stick and _ 
drove out of his headquarters in his - 


Jonga with the siren blaring and red | 


light flashing. He was in Kadampokpi _ 
by 8.30. As he got down from his Jonga _ 
he was a little troubled as he heard no - 
firing: Had the insurgents escaped the 
cordon? With that disturbing thought 
the Brigadier was taken to the inter- 
rogation centre. Stunned, he heard _ 
that the PLA members were from the 
headquarters unit (a mobile: unit, _ 
while the 17 others around Imphal are 
stationary ones) There were nine 
more members who had been camping. | 
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in the village for the last two days. 

His men were on to something big 
because the PLA merfiber? would поь 
reveal the names of their leaders. 
Among the armymen, the excitement 
was mounting. The insurgents had 
moved out from the double-storeyed 
house to somewhere in the east in the 
village. Accordingly, the Brigadier 
asked Col Bhatia to strengthen the 
Bihari cordon in the east. It was 
around 10 and the СОС himself ar- 
rived at чаара ое perhaps the. 
first ever occasion when the topmost 
commanding officer was present to 
take charge of a counter-insurgency 
operation himself. Seeing the Maj. 
Gen. in person, the Jawans were 
emboldened: there was no question of 
giving up now. - 

Neither had the PLA given up hope. 
One everf tried to escape through the 
dragnet, firing his way out. Once again 
one of the Biharis bore the brunt: 
Sepoy Yadunath Prasad was shot dead 
by a bullet from the PLA extremist’s 
gun. Suddenly, the advance combing 
party with Col Bhatia and the Briga- 
dier was stopped by bullets from a 
cluster of huts in the east, where the 
insurgents had withdrawn. Once again 
there were the impenetrable groves of 
tall bamboos, But that was overcome 
by the armymen. They hacked a path 
through the dense growth and posi. 
tioned themselves at about 250 yards 
from the huts, 

With all the resources at its com- 
mand, the army could have bom- 
barded the village houses but that 
| would have meant loss of life and 
| Property. It would be good for both 

sides if the extremists surrendered. 
/ So, during a brief lull in the firing, Col 
hatia shouted in English (for most 
PLA extremists understand English); 
f “You are surrounded on all sides. 

Romeo, Lemba and Raghumani have 

been arrested, Surrender and no harm 

will come to you, I will count up to ten, 

Before that you must come out. One..." 

The countdown started, Before he 
could shout five, there was a volley of 
bullets from the huts. So it was goin 
to be war, thought the Brigadier. Co 

hatia, however, ignored the firing 
and continued to count till ten. As the 
counting ended there was another 
round of firing again. 

Unable to pinpoint where the firin 
Was coming from, Col Bhatia SUPERI 
Naik Subedar Umaid Singh to run 
across the PLA line of fire. When 
Singh did that, a PLA member took 
aim from a window of the hut. Captain 
Rathore who was among the bamboos 
with the colonel had been waiting for 
this opportunity: he took careful aim 
and shot the PLA man from about 100 
- yards. The insurgent tumbled out of 

the hut window and fel] between the * 
hut wall and. the armymen. . 

Despite this casualty, the PLA were 
in no mood to surrender. It was a fi t 
to the finish. The only way of flushing 
the extremists out of the huts would be 
to set the hurs on fire. A piece of cloth 
was found, ignited and thrown onto 
the thatched roof. In minutes the huts 
were ablaze. Stili, the PLA men kept 


up the steady Farrage of bullets. 
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my, on the other side, were up 
n Dobler: Recalled an ee 
ness:, “On one side there was the ire 
and the bullets. On the other, the 
women and children, the inhabitants 
of the huts, were crying and beating 
their breasts telling the army officers 
to save their lives and cattle.” The 
army controlled the fire, evacuated 
the other civilians and kept up the fire 
against the insurgents. After about 20 
minutes the roof of one of the burning 
huts collapsed. With that, the stray 
firing from the insurgents died down. 
There had been nine in the huts but 
only seven bodies were recovered. It 
was only the next morning that the 
charred bones of the remaining two 
were found. i 
Was this the headquarters unit of 
the PLA, the Brigadier wanted to 
know. Seconds before the fire could 


_ 


The future 


he official agencies and in- 
surgency-watchers in Manipur 
have taken note of two incidents 
that occured soon after the death of 
Thoudam Kunj Bihari, 35-year-old, 
chairman of the guerrilla outfit, the 
Peoples Liberation Army (PLA). 
When Kunj Bihari's body was hand- 
ed over to his carpenter father at 
his residence at Singjamei on the 
outskirts of Imphal next day in the 
evening, the youth of the locality 
Spontaneously took out a mourning 
рео with the rebel leader's 
ody. On 17 April, some PLA mem- 
bers still dazed by the Kadampokpi 
killings, secretly at a conclave at 
Thoubal, a village on the south of 
Imphal, named Khaidem Manikan- 
tà, a 25-year-old college dropout as 
Kunj Bi ari's successor to lead the 
PLA. Manikanta is also a resident 
of Singjamei, said to be a nursery of 
the state's varled and disjointed 
insurgent, groups, | 
e the first incident suggest 

that there is stil] lurking s МБУ 
of the locals for the PLA, the 
Second is an apparent indication of 
the PLA's desperate moves to re- 
cover from the recent reverses, spe- 
cially the one they suffered at 
Kadampokpi where nine of their 
frontliners were wiped out in the 
four-hour, army operation. In fact, 
the PLA had been suffering re. 
verses for the past 12 months. Its 
founder and fabled hero, Biseshwar 
Singh, was captured by the army at 
Tekcham on 6 July 1981 and is now 
in Naini jail, UP. Before that, the 
number two man in the PLA hierar. 
chy, Chorom Ranjit, was arrested. 


for seven of the PLA’s top brass, 
Then came the Kadampokpi opera- 
tions, 5 

„Ро these setbacks signal the be. 
aol of the end of the PLA? A lot 

epends on how Manikanta, the 
new Ojha (or teacher), trains the 
remnants of the PLA numbering 


The Tekcham shootout accounted, 


reach the lower portion of the huts 
the body of the man shot down by 
Captain Rathore was dragged out, The 
Brigadier had not paid much attention 
to it although the face of the corpse 
struck him as familiar. Army intelli. 
gence men were called. "That's Kunj 
Bihari,” they said without hesitation, 
But the Brigadier still had his doubfs. 
PLA informers, swathed in women's 
burkhas saw the body. “Is that 
Raghu?” asked Brig. Jhingon, men. 
tioning Кип} Bihari’s alias. “Yes, 
That’s Raghu, the PLA leader,” the 
informers replied in Manipuri. 

It was 12.30 in the afternoon. The 
end of another successful operation 
against the PLA by the Indian army. In 
the evening after all the mopping 
operations had been completed, the 
Brigadier and the Major-General took 
along trip to a temple to offer prayers, 


of the 


about 250 men and 


steers this 
Maoist organisation along a proper 
course. Manikanta; who has read 
upto BA in Manipur College at 
Singjamei,was drafted into the PLA 
by Kunj Bihari in late 1978. He will 
have to curb ке growing infighting 


in the setup, After Biseshwar’s 
death, a third year dropout of Bom- 
bay IIT, Chongthom Bedamani, 
challenged the leadership of Kunj 
Bihari in August 1981. He was shot 
dead by unknown assailants at Im- 
phal's Uripok area immediately af- 
ter that. At present, Thanjam Sub- 
has alias Chothe, a PLA activist 
within the fold is one who put up a 
ДЕ against the leadership of Kunj 
Bihari. The guerrilla leadership is 
angry with Subhas as he is said to 
be responsible for the rape of à 
PLA. sympathiser, Sorjubala, in 
March 1981, According to .under- 
pound sources at Imphal, on 29 
arch 1982 five PLA members 
signed a no-confidence motion 
against Kunj Bihari according to an 
entry in a PLA gary retrieved at 
Kadampokpi. After the Kadampok- 
i shootout it is certain that the 
LA is now a broken organisation. 
The “exploited peasants” for whom 
the PLA launched its Maoist libera- 
tion struggle are cool to its rhetoric. 
It is said that Manikanta does not 
have much of an ideological base 
and doubts are being expressed 
that he can hold together the PLA 
on the lofty ideals of Biseshwar. 
Said an editor of an Imphal news- : 
Paper, “Ambushes and arms- 
snatching are poor substitutes for 
Mass political education.” The dis- 
Sidence within the PLA and its 
ailure to politicise the peasants 
came as a boon to the army. The 
field workers of the army intelli- 
gence unit could infiltrate easily 
into the rebel ranks. 
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Central America: - 
another Vietnam? 


A ter gerade of US pater- 

Nalism, the people of 
| Central AE dre 
Aà struggling to come into 
= =. (һеіг own. As and when 
they do, US hegemony, traditional. 
ly exercised through narrowly- 
based regimes, is inevitably chal- 
lenged. The US could adopt two 
broad strategies to deal with this 
situation: support popular egalita- 
rian movements (not all necessarily 
communist-led or controlled) and 
help them to develop democratic 
principles, even if this means 
undermining private US financial. 
interests ih the region; or, fight 
violence with violence, instal milit- 
ary governments and then help to 
anchor them to democratic princi- 
ples. The US has chosen the second 
course. 

Militarily, the President of USA 
wil avoid the use of American 
troops, by conducting operations 
which will be made to look like an 
internal upheaval so that the US 
can keep up the pressure on the 
USSR, on Poland and Afghanistan 
without being accused of double 
standards. Therefore, in the 1982 
budget, President Reagan has prop: 
osed to spend a deceptively modest 
26 million dollars on military aid 


for E] Salvador and 10 million dol: ° 


lars for Honduras; these are small 
totals compared to bud ets for 
West Asia or Africa, To help the 
juntas cope with thelr balance of 
payment problems, the Internation: 
al American Development Bank 
and the World Bank are being en- 
couraged to increase lending wi {eh 
US representatives had 0 posed 
during the Carter perlod. But the 
President's approval of a secret 
CIA plan for clandestine operations 
to topple the Sandinista govern: 
ment in Nicaragua indicates. ns 
the US is embarking on à policy o 
active interventionism. 


A: lan will 
The US para military piar M 


bly be launche 
pron First, the use in El МГЕ 
of surrogates—Chilean flyers fo 
Salvador's proposed A-37 bom өг 
fleet, Argentine Infantry n 
Nicaraguan exiles to back up А 
CIA *dirty-tricks" department, n 
Phase 11, the administration Дд NS 
at escalating my roach 


to Cuba and Nicaragua and to 


ü 
'orce. The minin uba 
and Nicaregue might create condi 
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Lt Gen. E. A. VAS (Retd) 


tions for a confrontation in which 
Cuban ships “fire” on US vessels— 
an event which is guaranteed to 
evoke public support. Alarmed 
Americans are openly asking 
whether El Salvador is going to be 
another Vietnam. The question re- 
flects a mixture of popular fears: 
Will US aid and possibly military 
involvement defeat the rebels or 
plunge the country-into a “no-win” 
morass? Will this be another im- 
moral intervention, another drain 
on resources and young lives with 
painful scars on the social fabric? 
Admittedly, the US has more im- 
portant strategic interest in Central 
America than it had in Indo-China. 
But despite this crucial difference, 
the scenarios advanced for increas: 
ing military action, tend to sound 
like the talk heard in the Vietnam 
bulld:up years, US officials argue 
that If the Insurgents win in EI 
Salvador, it will lead to the over: 
throw of regimes Їй Guatemala and 
Honduras, and could endanger 
Panama and spread insurrection 
throughout the hemisphere. Thus, 
tiny El Salvador 18 раа ава 
eruclal bridgehead to vast US 
strategie interests, as Wetnam was 
said to be the defence-line against 
the peril of Communist China. 


er glaring resemblance to 
PUR cham Н the Salvadorean 
regime's failure to meet urgent 80: 
cal needs, thereby giving cause for 
desperate revolutionarles. The 
White House argues that reforms 
have been launched; thelr limited 
effectiveness 18 due to disruption 
by guerrillas who want to po arise 
feelings to the extreme right and 
jefe, But balanced observers doubt 
the junta’s capaci to push peace: 
ful reforms. When the US over: 
thows a revolutionary government 
for economic consideration or out 
of. anticommunist paranoia, the 
local people pay a heav price for 
Washington's victory. ood men 
and popular leaders are forced into 


exile and in their stead, is imposed . 


2 x 
not a moderáte government but the 
only possible alternative, a govern- 
ment of the extreme right made 
brutal by corrupt officers with a — 
limited vision of nationhood. 

Another similarity is the role of 
the church. The Salvadorean 
Christian hierarchy, like the lead- | (1 
ing Vietnamese Buddhist officials | 
during their war, wants to find ways 
to end the killing. Therefore, it 
urges a compromise that would in- 
evitably give the rebels a share of 
government power. The White | 
House is convinced, as at was in . 
Vietnam, that such a compromise 
would lead to total communist 
domination. Foreign opinion about 
US involvement is also developing 
adversely as it did during the Viet- 
nam War, and precisely because of ^ 
that precedent. The non-aligned na- 
tions are asking: What is the differ- 
ence between El Salvador, Poland. 
or Afghanistan? They conclude that 
the two superpowers are an equal _ 
danger to peace. : 

But there are also vital differ- 
ences and El Salvador is not Viet- 
nam. US supply lines to Central 
America are short and easy. Insur- 
gents in El Salvador do not have a 
sanctuary as a base; the neighbour: | 
ing governments of Honduras and _ 
Guatemala are hostile, The nearest 
friendly regime to the guerrillas ig 
Nicaragua which has no land bor: 
der with El Salvador. Pulling out of 
Vietnam was costly to the US in 
many ways, but it is unthinkabl 
that the US will pull out of Centra 
America; this is the real differenc 
If the two-phase paramilitary plan 
fails, the US will commit {ts ERUNT 
troops, even though lt would be _ 
GL Gack for the administration to. 

6 80, 7 

There is a rule about blood in US 
politics: support for the President 
rises when the nation goes te war, 
but falls as soon as Americans die , 
on the battlefield. 80, the adminis: _ 
tration’s alllance with Latin Amer: — 
lean juntas, tougn visibly fragil 
cannot be halted by Congreasion 
or public opinion unless soldie: 
jp American nuns, rural ex 


ournalists or even 


persuade US log 
„ public that a failure to beat ba 
-communist advances in Ce 
America will threaten America’s 
vital interests, Survival of thi 
White Мон MM 1984, whi 
no means а certainty, 
depend on how th En 
America. 
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Gujral: speed at any cost 


as Mr M.S. Gujral, the 

controversial chairman 

of the railway board, re- 

sponsible for the ghastly 

train accident at dawn in 
the Agra station yard on 27 January 
this year—an accident in which 63 
people were killed and 27 were -in- 
jured? Nobody is saying so openly. But 
the rumblings within the railways are 
growing louder. Even if the chairman 
didn’t exactly have his foot on the. 
accelerator, he was, according to some, 
responsible for this accident. It was 
not providence but the human factor 
Which made all those people lose their 
ives. 

The real question is, what is this 
"Gujral factor” which makes trains 
run on time, delivers more goods to 
more places, but in the process kills 
| some people too? The Gujral factor is, 
| in fact, the inordinate emphasis on 

speed for goods trains, an emphasis 

which sometimes makes people throw 

caution to the winds. The inquiry by 
the chief commissioner of railway safe- 
ty reveals that the divisional operating 
superintendent of Jhansi had issued 
local instructions that the yards could 
Start the trains without consulting the 
Section controllers. This way the diesel 
locos need not be detained in the 
yards. 

The chairman's expected arrival in 
Agra on the morning of the accident 


ROUTE SET FOR DEPARTURE OF GOODS TRAIN FROM AGRA CANTT TO JHANSI 


NORMAL CONFIGURATION FOR RECEPTION OF EXPRESS 
Dj 


threw things—inadvertently one must 
add—out of gear. Thus, cen- 
tral railway officials were feverishly 
busy that morning getting the Agra 
yard cleared before all the big bosses 
arrived. s 

One of the puzzling aspects of this 
horrendous accident is the fact that 
the ‘station master of Agra Cantt sta- 
tion gave the "line clear" for the 
express at 3.20 am—nearly 53 minutes 
before the expected arrival of the 
train. Normally, trains are cleared 
only ten to 15 minutes before the 
scheduled time. This proves the fact 
that until that time, there were no 
plans to start the goods train which 
would cross the path of the express 
train. Obviously, somebody changed 
his.mind later— at precisely 3.43 am, 
it is reliably learned. (The collision 
took place at 4.13 am.) As the path of 
the goods train was to cut across that 
of the Dakshin Express at two points, a 
certain number of signalling man- 
oeuvres needed to be carried out— 
moves which would entail a delay of 
nearly 20 minutes before the goods 
train could have cleared the last “trail- 
Ing point." This, despite the fact that 


the Agra yard master had issued the. 


"starting permit" for the goods train at 
3.50 am. 

The Agra disaster could also have 
been avoided—even if the driver had 
crossed a signal at danger, which is 


` To Jhansi 
Up Line 


Signals 


Down Line 


If route were set for Goods train,and Express 
crossed signals at danger, this point would 
have been split open by Express 


To Jhansi 


" signals 
Xpress 
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Was ‘Gujral factor’ 
responsible for the 
Agra accident? 


The enquiry report points in that direction, says MADHU JAIN 
IAS ONIN ALI LEAS EAs Sahat —À—À—— e 


quite unlikely according to some rail. 
way officials—if the staff at the Agra 
station had fixed fog signals on the 
tracks to warn the driver of the ex. 
press train about the approaching sig- 
nals. Furthermore, if the, cabin staff 
had reversed the points of the cross- 
over connecting the goods yard to the 
down line after sighting the 
approaching express, the express train 
‘would have just split open the points 
of this cross-over and proceeded to the 
station. It would have damaged the 
points but those 63 people would ha 
ve been alivetoday. Says one railway- 
man “The chairman’s guilty conscien- 
ce prompted him to make a hasty 
statement to the press on his return 
from the accident site to Delhi (saying) 
that the driver was responsible for this 
accident and that the fog at Agra was 
not thick enough to justify the use of 
fog signals... He had no right to do this 
before an inquiry...” Some people 
even believe that the shock of such an 
accusation precipitated the driver 
Budhu Lal’s death three days after 
the accident. i 


There is, however, adiscrepancy re- 


garding the exact time when the Dak-' 


Shin Express passed the previous sta- 
tion, Bhandai. It is understood that 
Bhandai showed the train to have run 
through at 4.03 am. The cabin received 
the ‘train approaching signal’ at 4.05 
am but—possibly due to the delay In 
relaying the information—Budhu Lal’s 
log book appears to show an entry О 
1.07 am. These figures are very vita 
since it is generally agreed that the 
engine's speedometer is not a reliable 
instrument for estimating the speed o 
a train. In this case, however, the 
speed chart stopped at 70 km per 
hour at the time of the impact. 

If the entries at Bhandai station are 
"accepted to be correct, and the dis: 
tance between Bhandai station an 


- Agra Cantt station being 11 km whic 


the train covered in ten minutes, then 
the average speed works out to 6 ible 
per hour. The maximum permiss! b 
Speed is 100 km per hour. Going 7 
Agra ‘A’ cabin timings it would wo is 
out to 87 km per hour. But if it © 
argued that the driver’s log book iuis 
more accurate, the average shoots 

to 110 km per hour. This is not poss! Ser 
because it is unlikely that the dri To 
would suddenly pick up speed when 
had a scheduled 


—- 


alt. It is possible that 4 
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the driver's watch showed d; 
Pen different 


nother significant disco i 
i very is 
Aue that the train’s ШОТА, sing 


Husia, did not fill an i 
station timings in his ie Bold 
Jhansi—this is a gross dereliction of 
duty since there is now no way of 
cross-checking either the driver's or 
the station master's entries. 

The goods cabin incharge and the 
yard master now claim that when the 
saw the Dakshin Express approachine 
they tried to reset the track for ths 


express towards the station, but it was / 


too late. Was it their intention to let 
the train collide into anything stand- 
ing on the passenger platform? Since 
the goods yard track was connected to 
the path of the express, the train 
veered towards the goods yard instead 
of carrying on straight towards the 
Agra Cantt station—resulting in the 
head-on collision. 

There is yet another possibility 
which may have led to the accident. 
Since the signal for line clear had been 
given nearly 53 minutes earlier, it is 
suspected that the goods cabin staff 
might have thought that the Dakshin 
Express had already gone past. Conse- 
quently, they took their time to clear 
the goods train. The railway signals 
round Agra, which are still kerosene- 
lit, have often been criticised by the 
drivers, but little has been done to 
improve matters. When it is being 
claimed that visibility was poor be- 
cause of the fog, why did the station 
master, Agra Cantt, not place fog sig- 
nals before the outer signal, as per 
station working rules? That morning, 
the entire north Indian region was 
covered with a dense fog until noon. 
The detonators attached to the 
railway line burst whenever an engine 
goes over them—warning the driver 
that he is nearing a station signal. Mr 
Gujral’s coverup about the fog not 
being thick enough to warrant fog 
signals does not ring true. The railway 
minister in fact stated in Parliament 
that it had to be investigated [шше 

If the departure of the goods train 
was plained by holding the Dakshin 
Express at signals, the two pains 
leading from thé goods yard to t d 
down line (2) ( see diagram ) Я 
from the down line to the up line (1) 
would be as shown. In such a ae 
figuration if the driver of the Dakshin 
Express crossed his signal at danger 
his engine would have split open t e 
points (A) of the cross-over (1) before 


colliding with the goods train. But this 


did not happen, a fact which proves 


‘that this cross-over was set tor e 
‘express to proceed. 


further towards 


i line. 
Agra Cantt station on the down . 
Nonnus the next cross-over 5 pos 
tion should have been the [e ER 
what is shown (B) if it | ad bem 
correctly set for receiving the epea 
on the platform. But this Ва Den 
closed to set the passage fon ep ANUS 
of the goods train—per Ар Es 
throwing back the sign od D 
shin Express. The yard sta rose 
does not stand to reason. | ШУ 
sighted this train and ha 


.CC-0. In Public Domain. UP. State Museum, Hazratganj. L 


g 


HUS the accident, they would have 

Own open cross-over (2), which gov- 
erned the movement of the express 
Into the goods yard, rather than cross- 
Over (1). In such an eventuality, the 
express would have just burst this 
Cross-over and proceeded towards the 
Station instead of colliding with the 
goods train. 

Another question being asked is: 
was the commissioner for railway safe- 
ty who conducted the inquiry into the 
Agra accident, pressurised? It is said 
that Gujral told him to tone down the 
report. Consequently, the commission- 
er did not admonish the railways for 
not accepting his earlier recommenda- 
tion prohibiting the movement of any 
train across the path of a train due to 
be received at a station. Moreover, the 
commissioner proposed the theory 
that just at the time of passing the 
signals, both the driver and his assis- 
tant fell asleep momentarily and 
ignored the signal aspect. This is high- 
ly improbable because the statistical 
chance of two persons, who have both 
been working on such mail trains for 
years together, taking their 40 winks 
at the same time would be extremely 
unlikely. 

Despite overwhelming evidence of 
the thick fog on the day of the acci- 
dent, the commissioner writes that the 
fog was not thick enough to use fog 
signals—in fact, he continues, the visi- 
bility was good enough for them to 
have sighted the express before it 
approached the cabin. 

Flouting rules with impunity has be- 
come the order of the day. The 
divisional safety officer, Jhansi, and 
the chief safety superintendent of cen- 
tral railway, P: C. Johry, have simply 
been transferred, the latter to Secun- 
derabad, which he had left only a few 
months earlier. But, the heads of the 


' “higher ups" have'not rolled, accord- 


ing to a Rail bnawan insider. 

Another disturbing feature i 
fact that the safety organisatio 
manned by non-technical parso 
rom the cltairman-cum-member trans: | 
port down to the field level. Thus, a 
lack of awaréness of the implications | 
of shortcut methods has increased 
accidents. Recommendations of the | 
Kunjru and Wanchoo,committees and 
lately of the Sikri committee remain 
unimplemented. Traffic officers, who M 
haye no шсш background have @ 
always tried to get away by pegging E 
the blame on drivers or upon Î Я 
departments. Хе 

The latest railway accident enquiry W 
committee headed by Justice Sk 
criticised the working of the present WM 
setup of the safety organisation: it was 
called a “refuge of rejects"from the 
traffic and commercial departments. It Ё 
has recommended that the safety orga- $ 
nisation should at all levels bé manned $ 
by selected officers and staff: from 
technical departments: 

Mr Gujral has not yet implemented 
these recommendations. He has, in- 
stead, appointed two high-powered _ 
safety teams known as the “minister 
for railways safety teams” to carry out 
surprise checks on the implementation 
of various safety directives—which _ 
have in fact been nullified by his style _ 
of train operations and maintenance 
management. | 
' Says a bitter railway official: “Un: | 
like Jaffer Sharief (the minister of 
state for railways) who went to Agra to - 
shed a few crocodile tears for those p 
who were killed,and later picnicked at f 
the Taj with his family, Mr P. C. Sethi $ 
should not transform himself into a # 
‘salesman-of-death’, rushing to every 
major scene of railway disaster апа 
doling out monéy for injury or death 
Gujral has made the railways a death 
machine..." s [| 


Accident committee report — 


he following is an ‘extract from the 
qon of the railway accidents en- 
quiry committee published in May 


ehe general impression given was 


this organisation is a refuge for 
tcd ea and rejects of the 
departments and for accommodating 
em SS. Both amongst officers and 
the staff in this organisation, the 
majority felt that, given the chance, 
they Would like to go back to their 
arent department. : ; 
"Instances. came {0 ош qot 
i holding posts 

offic officers who had all along work- 
ed in the commercial department and, 


had neither the flair nor the back- » 


ound for the work which they are 


with health or domestic . 


holding these posts on first promotion # 
to senior scale. With their attentio 
understandably concentrated on th 
impending retirement, they lacked 
volvement in their tasks and the dr 
to achieve results. 


*Both at the divisional and he 
quarters levels on the zonal railwa' 5 
our inquiry revealed that there was п‹ 
system of effectively monitoring 
follow-up action on recommendatic 
made by committees of inquiry 
railway accidents. _ 

“Very little is being done by 
regulas statistical studies and S as 
of longterm trends of various type 
accidents by the safety organisa 
now functioning at the divisional 
headquarters levels on almost a 
railways and even at the railwa 
evel.” { 


The tragedy is thet all this 
probably go unheeded. і 


bot 


n wo living corpses, caged in 
Eo darkness and subsisting on 
mere memorles: that is what 

eShobha's parents have .be- 

come. Their *daughter might, 

have died two years ago but time has 

in no way stemmed the flow of life- 

T blood from their deep, unhealed 
wounds. З 

Shobha was Ps 18-year-old Tamil 
actress who had shot into news when 
her body was discovered hanging from 
the ceiling of her bedroom, on 1 May 

. 1980. She had allegedly committed 
suicide; only three months after hav- 
ing married cameraman Balu Mahen- 
dra in a much-publicised garland- 
exchanging ceremony in a hotel. (Balu 
Mahendra was already married, with a 
wife and a son.) Though herself a 
Malayalee, Shobha had catapulted to 
stardom in the Tamil film world. Ironi- 
cally, just a week before she died, she 
had received the Urvashi award for 
best actress for her excellent perform- 
ance in Pasi (Hungry), from President 
Sanjiva Reddy. 

Today, the plight of Shobha’s pa- 
rents—Prema and K.P.P. Ménon—is 
pathetic. They live in a make-believe 
world wherein Shobha still exists. A 
smail, brilliantly lit room in their ` 
house, is where ‘Sho Mol’ (‘Mol’ is.a 
Malayalam endearmént used for 
daughters) still ‘lives.’ This room re- 

| f sembles a rather garish film set. In one 

| corner ‘stands’ a life-size cardboard 
M cutout of Shobha, clad in a gaudy, 
i green sari full of zari (brocade), Fresh 


jasmine flowers adorn her black hair 


forehead, The bright light in the room 
;Blints off her necklace, bungles and 
| zari, transforming her into a shimmer: 
/ ing, resplendent PUN You almost 
feel ав if she ів looking at each visitor 
who walks into that room, flashing a 
mung smile, the white of her per: 
fect teeth framed enchantingly by red 
lips, Prema leads us Into the room, and 
with а great deal of care, ‘Introduces! 
us to her Sho Mol, 

Such bizarre scenes, one always 
thought, were enacted strictly within 

the tinsel confines of the film world, 
When they get transposed to real life 
the effect is spine-chilling, The grief of 
the parents is unbearable. Unbearable 
because it ів sickeningly tangible, a 
live tragedy as it were, Though the 
manifestations of their anguish do 
appear melodramatic, at no time do 

they seem false or put on, On the 

Contrary, one wishes there wasn't во - 
much еп to their рвіп, There іва 
feeling of helplessness in the face of. 
such undimmed agony and sorrow 
which has taken an extremely heav 
| tell—emotionally, mentally, physi 
$ cally, 

When Shobha was alive just two 
vears ago, her mother, Prema (Jud in 
by the photographs) was a hea thy, . 
happy woman, Today, at only 41 years 
of ape (although she looks nearer 60) 
| she is painfully thin, gaunt-faced anc 

lifeless, She wears only white, cotton 
saris and modest, high-necked blouses. 
Her chiselled features are bleak, her 


! 


dark mouth brooding and her vacant 
34 
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and there is a kumkum bindi on her . “ 


ej. 


ће pooja room with the cardboard cu 
e corner in a shimmering brocade sari, 


nt | 
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stare unnerving, She is tired anc 
beaten; a pathetic shadow ot her for- 
mer self. When her ‘Sho Mol was 
alive, she had lovingly attended to һе! 
tiniest need. She continues to do so 
ven now. 
5 The living room has 29 photographs 
and paintings of Shobha depicting a 
gamut of this budding actress s 
moods— gay, sullen, happy, Intense, 
súltry, dreamy. On top of each photo is 
a bunch of kadambam malli (fresh 
jasmines and Crossandru (kanakam- 
baram) flowers. Great care is taken to 
ensure that the flowers are changed 
daily. In each of the photographs, on 
Shobha’s forehead, a bindi and a dash 
of sandalwood paste is applied. “You 
see' she loved kumkum bindis, you 
could never see her without it," her 
mother explains. Before Prema has her 
meals (ever since Shobha died she sits 
on the floor and eats) a water- 
sprinkled green banana leaf is 
brought. Prema deposits a handful of 
rice and curry on the leaf which is 
taken to Sho Mol's room so that Sho 
Mol can eat in peace and privacy. 
Prema's mother comes out of the room 
gently closing the door behind her. 
Only then does she eat herself. 
Prema spends most of her time in 
Sho Mol's room, which also serves as a 
pooja room, crammed with flowers, 
garlands, lamps, photographs and pic- 


dec 


tout of Sho. 


much alive in the memor 


tures of Gods. Sitting on the floor mat, 
Prema stares unbelievingly at the cut. 
out of Shobha. Every morning she 
busies herself with a ritual. She rear. 
ranges the sari. smoothing out all the 
wrinkles—both real and imaginary 
she adjusts the flowing pallav. applies 
fresh kumkum on the figure's fore. 
head and puts flowers on her hair. 
Finding it difficult to change the sari 
each day, she changes her daughter's 
sari once every fortnight. “Sho Mol 
must always look neat and beautiful, 
Isn’t she a blossoming actress with the 
Urvashi in her hand?” 

As Prema lives out her pitiful days 
in this hot airless, overbright room (50 


Shobha 


spent seven hours 


1 اا 
Shobha, the popular Malaya‏ 


who died in mysterious Circ 
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1. Jar before Shobha's death — 


سس 


ic and Urvashi award winner, 
on 1 May 1980, is still Very 

ts. ANITA PRATAP recently 
to file this report 


bright that it hurts the eyes) some- 
times staring. sometimes talking, pre- 
cious shared experiences flood back to 
mind. These moments are the only 
flashes of light in the overwhelming 
darkness of her life. In the privacy of 
this room, in the three feet that sepa. 
rates the inconsolable mother from the 
dead daughter, memories come alive. 

Prema has her idiosyncracies. So 
does her husband, Menon, whose flesh 
has wasted away leaving him emaci- 
ated. All his possessions—a couple of 
lungis and shirts, Shobha’s photo- 
graphs, albums, letters, etc.—are 
stashed away in a large, red Samsonite 
suitcase kept on the floor between the 
Balu Mahendra 


——— 


ee 


drawing 
table bm AUS and the dining 
appears behing w and then he dis- 
IS treas 
clothes herd HERE ш D 
no Curry, thri C anji with 
^ 7 "rice a day, Worldly posses- 
‚Чо not mean any: 
€ just does not care. 
ho sleeps on the sofa 
nd curls up on the 
m oka "m after 
н eath that they wi 
age sleep in the bedroom), The te 
ш sand even the basic amenities of 
Е ouse lie іп a state of disuse and 
деше Тһе well-furnished indepen- 
SORS ee is decaying and dying 
Menon's is a reckless itia 
aggressiveness. Like ШОС т ше 
hate to. admit crippling emotions, 
Menon does not talk much about 
Shobha's personal life: He is obsessed 
with the idea that Shobha's death was 
a case of murder not suicide. He is 
constantly thinking of how to avenge 
his daughter's death how to find evi- 
dence. for his convictions. While both 
parents blame Balu Mahendra for the 
tragic turn of events in Shobha's life, 
Menon's virulence spurts from his be- 
lief that Balu caused a lot of pain and 
unhappiness to his daughter. He will 
never forgive Balu for this. The most 
frightening aspect about Menon, 


ma stand under a blowup 
0 


KPP. Menon and Ms grapher, Notice the cha- 
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otherwise a sorry figure, is his fearless- 
ness. It is the fearlessness born out of 
the desperation of a man who has lost 
everything. 

As Prema spoke жо tliis correspon- 
dent, for seven and-a-half hours, 18 
years of Shobha's life tumbled out 
from the mother's trembling lips. She 
spoke softly in Malayalam, often 
faltering as tears took over. , _' 

Shobha made her debut in films 
vhen she was three years old. As 
Prema herself was a well-established 
Malayalee actress (she has acted in 
about 100 films starring with all-time ' 
greats like Sathyan and Prem Nazir), 
small roles came to Shobha easily. 
According to Prema, her daughter first 
met Balu Mahendra on the sets of 
Ragam in which she made a guest 
appearance as a teacher. Her first 
impression of him was rather un- 
favourable because he was strutting 
about barebodied on the sets. “4 
thought it was very indecent of him to 
go about like that when there were so 
many ladies around.” However, her 
initial dislike gradually thawed as 
Balu dropped in often to the Menon 
house, with wife Ahileshwari and son 
Gourishankar in tow. Shobha was only 
13 then, a vivacious sprightly girl who 
was adept at imitations. Her mother 
maintains that Shobha was a good 
actress mainly because she was a 
wonderful mimic. She used to imitate 
Balu—his peculiar walk with his shoul- 
ders slouched on one side and light 
meter in one hand. “His behaviour was 
always impeccable. There was abso- 
lutely nothing to take amiss,” 

And so the Mahendras became daily 
visitors to the Menon household, Ahila 
would sit around and gossip for hours 
and they would eat their meals there 
too, Strangely, however, they never 
invited the Menons to thelr own home, 
"Not that I wanted thelr lunch, but it 
indicates the kind of people they 
actually are,” says Prema. Balu natur- 
ally became very close to the family 
and soon he and Shobha were working 
together in a number of films, He 
started referring to Shobha as his 
niece, The days when Shobha was in 
town (in Madras), Balu breezed into 
the house along with the first ray of 
dawn. The ‘niece’ soon became his 
'daughter'—at first in private, M 


ublie. Prema fished out a beautifu 
ardeover illustrated book of y 
Favourite Fairy Tales" which Balu hà 
presented Shobha with the inscrip: 
tion: "To my darling daughter from 
Papa, B.M." D radual emele hê 
even publicly declared that Shobha 
was his “daughter.” In an interview 
with Nana magazine, he said, “I have 
come with my wife and two chil: 
dren"--meaning his own son 
Shobha, ? 
There was а time when Ahila 
wanted to have a daughter desperate: _ 
ly. But whenever she broached the _ 
subject, Balu would shout har dou Ў 
saying, "When we have Sho do. 
But the re on 


we need another." 
as he once conf 
fear that a daug 
cause his love fo 


and — 
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Balu grew more and more З 
voted to Shobha, the Tamil ts 
columnists had enough grist for their 
gossip mill and a particularly nasty 
item regarding the couple appeared in 
Mookuthi. Prema was very upset when 
she read this and she forbade Balu to 
follow Shobha around. But that did not 
make any difference. Apart from Pre. 
ma's suspicions, all evidence points to 
the fact that the relationship between 
Balu and Shobha was intimate. At 
first, Shobha was Balu's friend's 
daughter, then his ‘niece,’ then ‘daugh- 
ter,’ then girlfriend and finally wife. 
Strangely, right up to a few months 
before his second marriage, Balu 
‘wrote letters addressing Shobha as 
“My darling daughter,” and signed 
*Papa"—letters which in their sordid- 
ness expose his actual feelings for her. 
According to Prema, Balu used the 
cliched line of *My wife doesn't under- 
stand me. I have nothing to talk to 
her." And falling into the trap, Shobha 
used to tell her mother, *Poor Uncle 
has no one to talk to.” And that Ahila 
was not interested in his work and so 
on. Gradually Shobha also turned 
against Ahila. But she stopped confid- 
ing in her mother after Prema chided 
her for interfering in Balu's marital 
affairs. 
It was with Shobha's 18th birthday 
- that Prema spotted a distinct change 
in her daughter's behaviour. *Soon 
Sho started becoming distant, particu- 
larly from me. She was innocent and 
gullible. All kinds of lies were fed to 
her-that I was repressive, that I 
wanted to grab all her money. And 
because I was quite strict with her, she 
believed a lot of things. Sho Mol and I 
were so close, we did everything 
, together. Suddenly she became aloof 
and irritable. This was around her 18th 
birthday. It was drilled into her head 
that she would soon be a major and 
could do things on her own, without 
seeking permission. Whenever she set 
off for shooting, she'd always kiss me 
first. All these little gestures of affec- 
ticn, of our love for each other, stop- 
ped. It was Shobha's body but Balu's 
mind. She was very imitative—she 
began imitating Balu, his actions and 
his mannerisms, A girl who had read 
only fairy tales and comics started 
talking all kinds of intellectual things. 
When she spoke, it was as if Balu was 
Speaking," said Prema. ETE 
. Prema blames herself for precipitat- 
ing Shobha’s growing dependency on 
Balu. “The Malayalam film industry 1s 
like a family. We knew everybody 
there. Here it was different. We knew 
only Balu, so whenever Shobha got 
offers, I used to make it a point to 
check with Balu about the integrity © 
the producer, directoryetc. I wanted to 
Proceed caréfully, but my caution ha 
ar graver consequences. Sho state 
relying completely on Balu. She lost а 
aith in my abilities—I,who had been 
handling her career since the time she 
was а child of three and now Balu's 
rd became final.” - 
„Оп 22 January 1980, Balu got "mar 
ried” to’ Shobha. There was first А 
Press conference and then the garland. 
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An inconsolable Prema being comforted 
by her mother who now lives with her 


exchanging ceremony at a hotel. Pre- 
ma is convinced that Shobha was 
caught unawares and forced into mar- 
riage. According to Prema, on that 
day, Shobha returned from Calicut 
after a spell of shooting. Barely had 
she reached home when Balu informed 
her of Yesudas’ recording in the city, 
knowing that Shobha could never re- 
sist attending his recordings. 
even bothering to change, Shobha 
clambered back into the car, dragging 
her aunt, Rama, with her. They were 
taken not for the recording, but to 
Gemini studios where the press was 
waiting. . 
After the marriage, 
great deal of bitterness between Balu 
and Shobha's parents. Prema could 
never forgive him and was very violent 
in her reaction to Balu. The rela 
tionship between parents and daug - 
ter soured. They grew aitaan сой 
аїтег her marriage, Shobha 
stayed in her parents’ EE some 
ime. It was aroun 3 
Prema came to suspect that Shobha 
fluence er druss: 
$ e were several nights when she 
wed © thrash about оп the bad Her 
apponi wa.” According to Prema, 


weight rap! Vijaya hospital who had 


bos 


Shobha taking drugs. 
2 March 1980, to 


i 4% prema was combing 
be precise, while ] bin 
her daughter s hair, Shobha 90 y 


told her mor edmned during ihe 


Then one 
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Without . 


there was a’ 


` the end of the shot everybody on the 
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saying, ^He is not your husband, he is 
Ahila's. You are just his keep.” When 
Shobha showed her thali (mangalsut- 
ra) Prema, verging ор hysteria, = 
shouted “Your thalf is meaningless. 
Even prostitutes wear thalis in hotels 
to avoid suspicion. Yours has as much 
sanctity as that." Shobha burst into 
tears and hearing her cry, Balu who 
was in the living room came rusaing in 
and dragged Shobha away. And that 
was the last time Prema saw her 
daughter alive. 
According to Prema, Balu got a lot of Н 
leverage from this episode, claiming 
that she was after Shobha's money. 
*For God's sake, what will I do with 
Shobha's money? She is our only 
wealth. You have seen us. Do you 
believe we were after our own daugh- 
ters money? How can he even think 
like that? I lost. my temper because I 
felt so bad that my daughter had been 
duped into believing that she was 
legitimately married." — : 
Although Balu and Shobha had in- 
itially stayed in Atlantic hotel, they 
had soon taken a house in K. K. Nagar. 
Prema refused to step into her daugh- . 
ter's house, but Menon had visited his 
daughter there several times. “I used 
to hang around like a beggar outside 
her house, waiting to see her come and 7 
go. Sometimes I went in and taiked to 
her. In fact, the Friday that she died, I 
was supposed to have lunch with her,” 
said Menon. In fact, even when Shobha 
won the Urvashi award, her parents 
had heard the news only through a 
friend. When a thrilled Menon went to 
Shobha’s house, he was told that she 
had: already gone to Delhi to receive 
the award and would be back on 27 
April. *That was a deliberate lie," says 
Menon, *because she came back on 26 
April. I wanted to go to the airport and 
see her coming back with the Urvashi. 
I know I would not have been able to b 
go near her but at least from a dis- 
tance, hidden by the crowd, I could 
have proudly watched my own daugh- 
ter coming with the prestigious award. 
I was deprived even of that. As nobody 
gave me a copy of the photograph of 
Shobha receiving the award from the 
President, I wrote to Vasant Sathe. He 
was kind enough to send me a copy.” 
(It is one among the numerous photo: 
` graphs displayed in the living room.) 
Shortly after Shobha's death, Balu 
sent a note to K. P. P. Menon saying, 
“Out of human consideration, sym- 
pathy and goodwill, I am returning 
Shobha's things." And he made out a 
long list of belongings which included 
five bras and seven panties! : 
: When Shobha was a little girl of five, 
she had to die in the arms of Prem 
Nazir in a Malayalam film. She por- 
trayed the death-throes so well that at 


sets had been: reduced to tears. An 
overwhelmed Prem Nazir piense up 
- thé little Shobha and hugged her tight- 
ly saying, “You will definitely win th 
Urvashi award one day.” A propheti 
„statement, but who could h 
*agined that death-throes | 
* beautiful, young actress 
* so soon in real life. - 
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| : ‘Learn Kannada or get | 
| | out of Karnataka’ 3 
i LOUISE FERNANDES analyses the pro-Gokak — 


agitation that rocked Karnataka recently 


t need never have happened—or, minister who promised the world to his kind of marks in Kannada or an 

at least need never have taken on · subjects in the first flush of victory language. The levels of teachin 

the hideous proportions that it even though he was in no position to nada, for instance, involved at lex] 

did. But, thanks to Karnataka deliverthe goods. A background to the one ancient text, grammar, etc АЗ) 
Ы i 
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chief minister К. Gundu Rao, who root of the “language controversy” is result, Sanskrit students Raj 4 

at the best of times has been known to necessary. Till 1979, Sanskrit was in- tremendous advantage in reset i 
S pisce his foot in his mouth, April will cluded as a first language in high ranks and, incidentally, in espe d 
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e remembered as a month when Kar- schools in Karnataka along with Kan- post-Matric scholarships based 
nataka threatened to slip off the rails nada, Tamil, Telugu, Marathi and marks in the SSLC examinati Er à 
of sanity. It was rot without embar- other mother tongues. One consistent The movement to revam m 
rassment.Stirringthe boiling cauldron allegation against the Sanskrit cational system to correct thi e 
of bubbling linguistic fervour which teaching at the school level was that ly had official recognition RU 
clamoured for Kannada as the sole the standard was very low. Students Kannada Sahitya Parishad. p 
first language of the state, were not generally started learning the lan. annual sammelan in 1976 : 
only average politicians, whose busi- guage from the alphabets in the first resolution demanding that s 
етеу RES fu ud rabble. усап of high Шеше eighth stan- ment remove Sangha from tell 

' 1 1e agitation dard—and by the time they were in first languages. Thr 
for Kannada at the high-school level, the tenth standard they were d etre govern е 
popularly known as the “pro-Gokak to take an ET Maca Tie Чеп тај Urs ‘government reacted by 
agitation," were revered Jnanpith who Sted tee RR ш ү simply removing Sanskrit from the lis 
E еги een O opted a as the first of first languages and relegating it toa 
Ane an, ates, inguage, however, would have stu- position where nobody would read it 
3S сан Сап» and gee he: langua e since me first stan- Since the order came in the middle d 
ties—all those, who one would expect uage it w lef Mulino d dium. Ше academic ferm, Балак 
VES , guage it was left to students to answer ters challenged it in the High Cour 
erstood the dangers of questions in either Eng] h or Ke R : 

lending support to the sort of cr a, À small translati t fro i Sanskrit statue’ 8 аву order TRON MM 
which at its hysterical peak screeched E nada had to АКП status quo when Gundu Rao iii 

office in January 1980 and that Ii 


| taka,” 
seul man of art and letters term: ldmine for На P пш when Mr Rao waa accep 
int ha ате Gun: ng felicitations f ( 
du Rao? Examine PED Plame Gun to score anywhere be. and PETERE. aom al DIN 
i jef ing favours, Sanskrit ache um 
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. Ways of twisting the report to suit 


ted, secured from him the prom. 
P Rat Sanskrit would remain on the 
Us Janguage list. There was no need 
for him to step in tor according to the 
High Court stay, Sanskrit still re. 
mained the first language. 
Predictably, public reaction was fu. 
rious. It became uncontrollable and 
the legislature berated the CM who 
anicked and appointed a committee 
of seven language teaching experts to 
look into the problem. The committee 
was headed by Dr V. K. Gokak, a 
former vice-chancellor, a university 
teacher of English for most of his life 
a renowned scholar of Sanskrit and a 
wellknown modern author in Kanna- 


da. 

Although the government's terms of 
reference to the committee gives 
scope for recommendations, it was 
common knowledge that the basic in- 
tention of the government was only to 
settle the issue of Sanskrit and Kanna- 
da. Other languages had not appeared 
on the horizon at that time, and till 
then nobody had authoritatively de- 
manded that Kannada be the sole first 
language of the state. Whatever the 
interpretation given to the terms of 
reference, in hindsight, the govern- 
ment's intention was not to reopen the 
issue. In fact, if any motives were 
given to the composition of the com- 
mittee it was that with four out of 
seven being known to be in favour of 
Sanskrit, Gundu Rao was attempting 
to get the seal of approval of a commit- 
tee of experts for his own decision to 
retain Sanskrit as the first language. 

The committee's work was ham: 
pered as a result. As far as the agita- 
tors were concerned, the committee 
had no business to discuss the issue 
and Dr Gokak himself was gheraoed in 
Hubli. Those who demonstrated 
against him,incidentally (or at least 
some of them) are the very people who 
are now willing to go to jail demanding 
that the government accept Dr 
Gokak's report in full, without even 
changing а. сотта, 

Gundu Rao's plan backfired when 
the report was published in January 
1981, The Gokak committee had not 
only unseated Sànskrit but also made 
Kannada the sole first language. The 
Bovernment received the report an 
Slept over it. Some people believe that 
they attempted to bury it knowing the 


. effect it would have on the feelings о 


the non-Kannadigas who form aroun 
Ber.cent of the population in the 
State. But not for long. The govern: 
ment, in its lack of wisdom, did not 
Publish. the report and till recently 
English translations were hard to 
соте by. As a result, discontente: 
grumblings started and there was CIT: 
ticism in the press, especially the 
regional press, that Gundu Rao was 
Playing for time so that he could ng 
Pro-Sanskrir friends..In a panic again, 
Without examining the implications 9 
the report in all its details, Mr Gundu 
40 announced that the governmen 

ad accepted the report in toto. . 
en came the counter reaction 


from the minorities worked f bbc 
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prime mover, the irrespressible 
maverick Rajya Sabha member F. M. 
Khan. As the counter movement 
against the recommendations of the 
Gokak committee gathered momen- 


tum, Mr Gundu Rao dithered once © 


again and, laying for time, said he 
would consult the legislators, He went 
on record in the Assembly saying that 
the government would examine the 
implications of the report on the 
minorities and minority languages and 
the modalities of implementation. Dr 
Gokak himself appears to.have studied 
the próblem of the minorities and 
their possible, difficulties of 'studying 
Kannada as the first language and 
competing with students whose 
mother tongue is Kannada, He had, 
therefore, suggested a .phased prog. 
ramme of implementation of Kannada 
as the sole first language over a period 
of five years commencing from the 
academic year 1981.82. 

According to this phased program: 
me, the compulsory teaching of Kanne, 
da, should start in all minority schools 
from the third standard. By the time 
students come up to the eighth san: 
dard, they woul have been schoole 
in Kannada for five y 
RE was that, whatever may be 
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fe E growing up in an 
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Police watch helplessly as people demonstrate in the pro-Gokak agitation 
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demanding implementation of the re- 
port. K. V. Puttappa, poet laureate and 
jnanapith award winner, came out 
with a very strong statement in favour 
of Kannada and even gave vent to his 
anges saying that those minorities who 
did not want to learn Kannada should 
get out of Karnataka, 


All over the state there were 
bandhs, strikes, hunger strikes and 
arrests. In Bangalore) matinee idol Raj 
Kumar himself came out to join the 
agitators. Unfortunately, he added to 
the confusion instead of making a 

oint. (Raj Kumar fans turned violent 
in Bangalore on a false rumour that he 
had been arrested followjng his speech 
at a public meeting. In fact, what had 
happened was that he had sought 
police protection to get out of a situa- 
tion which was getting, out of control 
since his fans were fighting among 
themselves to get a glimpse of their 
idol.) There was police firing in Chitra, 
EE in which two persons were 

ed. 


- Gundu Rao could no longer remain 
silent, He announced to a tense state 
that his cabinet would take a decision 
on the matter following a round of 
discussions with legislators. Оп the 
evening of 19 April he announced the 
overnment’s stand: a modified three 
anguage formula which, inter alia, 
ШЧ that Kannada would not bé the 
sole first language although it would 
bea compulsory language. With the 
decision, the cabinet thought that th + E. 
feelings of the Kannada agitators Es 
would be softened because Kannada mE 
had been made compulsory. In itse 
was aneunique order because none of 
the kind does exist in any other a Ne 
As matters stand, the minorities 
have been mollified with th f 
that minority languages w 
first languages. Pro-Sanskr! 
ehave come out of the 
because Sanskrit has. 
second lan 
glish and 1 
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NEWS: NATIONAL 


Lá cl Ee... 
WEST BENGAL ; 


Congress(I) hoodlums torture 
Congress(!) candidate 


Congress(l) youth leader 


takes his “revenge” 


Calcutta: The one constituency in Cal- 
cutta upon which many eyes are set 1S 
Rashbehari, from where the finance 
minister of the West Bengal govern- 
«ment, the outspoken economist Dr 
Ashok Mitra, is contesting. The Con- 
gress(I) was expected to make a spe- 
cial effort to humiliate the Left Front 
by defeating Dr Mitra even if it could 
not win the state. But Dr Mitra’s 
chances improved vastly when an asto- 
nishing display of hoodlum politics 
‘laid his Congress(I) opponent low at 
the very beginning of the campaign. 
The Rashbehari constituency has 
been a fiefdom of a “youth leader” of 
the Congress(I), Mr Lakshmi Kanta 
Bose, who in fact was the Indira Con- 
gress candidate for the seat in the 
1977 elections. Mr Bose expected to be 
the candidate in this election too, but 
the Congress(I) high command, in an 
apparent effort to display a cleaner 
image in this election, refused to give 
him the nomination and instead chose 
a gentleman called Hoimi Basu, much 
to the surprise of everyone including 
Mr Basu himself. Mr Basu is a doctor 
by profession, and while he is a re- 
spected man and known Congress(1) 
sympathiser, he is hardly the stuff of 
which Congress(I) candidates are 
generally made. Just 24 hours after he 
had filed his nomination, Dr Hoimi 
Basu was the victim of unspeakable 


Dr Hoimi Basu shows 


his wounds to reporters \ 


torture, which included stabs in the 

side and the back. And the assailants 

are widely believed to be supporters of 
‘the dejected Mr Lakshmi Kanta Bose. 

The Congress(I) in West .Bengal is 

known for its civil wars and backstab- 

bing, but this was carrying it clearly 
too far. 

This is what recently happened to 
Dr Hoimi Basu, the high command 
nominated Congress(I) candidate. Dr 
Basu who filed his nomination papers 
to contest from the Rashbehari consti- 
tuency did not know till the morning 
of 23 April 1982 (the day before. the 
last day of filing nomination papers) 
that he was a Congress(I) candidate. 
At around 9.30 at night, on 23 April, Dr 
Basu received a telephone call from 
the WBPCC(I) president, Mr Ananda- 
gopal Mukherjee: *Dr Basu, why ha- 
ven't you filed your nomination paper 
yet? All the other Congress(I) candi- 
dates have filed their papers and we 
are waiting for you." The phone call 
stunned Dr Basu. Said he: *I don't 
know Anandababu. I have heard of 
him as a leader of the Congress(I) but I 
don't know him personally." 

The next morning, on 24 April, ab- 
out 75 Congress(I) volunteers and 
activists-visited Dr Basu at his 49 B, 
Hazra Road residence to escort him to 
the office where the nomination pap- 
ers were being filed. Recalling the 
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incident, Dr Basu said: “I did not haye 
the money for filing the papers. A]] the 
boys who had turned up to accompan 
me donated the Rs 250 needed. Only 
then could I fill in my forms and file 
my papers.” : 

Then an incident occurred which 
struck Dr Basu as strange. Lakshmi 
Kanta Bose, a Congress(I) genera] 
secretary who has been contesting 
from the Rashbehari constituency was 
also there in the office. He spoke to Dr 
Basu: “Dada (Lakshmi Kanta Bose 
knows Dr Basu well), why have you 
stabbed me in the back? You know] 
have been contesting elections from 
the Rashbehari constituency for a long 
time. Why have you deprived me of my 
seat?” Dr Basu was taken aback. All he 
could say was that he had only been 
told to contest by the WBPCC(I) presi- 
dent on the night of 23 April. Hadn't 
Lakshmi Bose been informed of the 
decision, asked the doctor. Yes, herhad 
beer informed, said Mr Bose. Then Mr 
Bose himself volunteered the informa: 
tion that he was filing his nomination 
Papers to contest as a candidate from 
the adjoining Alipore constituency— 
this despite the fact that he had not 
got the nomination even for Alipore. 

Dr Basu requested Mr Bose to help 
him out since Rashbehari had been the 
latter’s old constituency. Could he givé 
him the walls for postering (building 
walls are usually “reserved” days Ш 
advance by political parties for usé 


` during elections). “No problem,” sa! 


Mr Bose. А 
The next morning, оп 25 April, Dr 
Basu went to meet the WBPCC(I) pres 
ident to inform him that he had file 
his papers. “Anandababu was Ve 
happy,” remembers Dr Basu, “when 
told him that I had filed my рарег$5.; й 
also told me that he would be senfim 
me the formal letter allotting me t d 
symbol, etc. soon.” Everything веет 
to be going fine for Dr Basu. Later t 
day, he had many visitors who ass 
him of all help. But it is the event 
the night which were to unnervér 
Basu. At 12.30, past midnight Je 
doctor received an anonymous po 
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ing: Ке,” said the caller. Dr Basu 
is the Ghosh family well and has 
n 


‘r family physician for years. 
been ЦЕ ап elder brother 
» said Dr Basu. *Naturally, I 
fo he caller where Boudi (Sagar- 
asked wife) was. She was by his 
Bedside: I was told. E wes quite 
natural. But 1 told the caller that и was 
very late at night and I had sent my 
driver home. €ould someone come and 
ick me up? The voice at the other end 
of the line said, ‘That would take time. 
It might be impossible to save Sagar- 
babu then. Sagarda has been suffer- 
ing from heart trouble but I did not 
think that matters would take such a 
turn. So I decided to take out my car 
and see Sagarda." 

Without even putting on his shoes 
Dr Basu drove out. At the crossing of 
Lansdowne Road and Southern Ave- 
nue, a dark-coloured car overtook the 
doctor's Ambassador and turned to 
block his passage. Before Dr Basu 
could realise what was happening, the 
car doors opened and two men stepped 
out. One of them opened Dr Basu’s car 
door and hit him on the back of his 
head. More blows followed. The dazed 
doctor was pushed to the middle of the 
front seat. One of the men, took the 
driver's seat and his colleague joined 
him, sandwiching Dr Basu. One of the 
two (Dr Basu does not remember 
which one) whipped out a piece of 
cloth and blindfolded the physician. 
They then started the car, warning Dr 
Basu that he should not shout; other- 
wise he would be shot. The doctor kept 
quiet because he felt a steel barrel at 
his temple. 

“I was taken to a ground floor 
room," said Dr Basu, *because I did 
not have to negotiate any stairs." 
There he was forced to sit down at a 
small table, handed blank sheets of 
paper and ordered to sign them. Dr 
Basu refused. Immediately blows were 
showered on him. All through the 
beating, Dr Basu was abused in filthy 
language and often threatened: *So 
you want to contest the elections. We 
shall make sure that you do not take 
Part in elections." The two men then 
it cigarettes and any protest from the 
doctor was answered by. applying the 
lighted ends of the cigarettes to Dr 
Basu's hands and face. Soon there 
were blisters all over his hands. Re- 
membering those agonising moments, 

r Basu said, “I couldn't bear the pain. 
еа resisting but what could I do? 
m Were very strong and I was scared 
they would burn me more." Then one 
of them suddenly lunged at and 
Sd Dr Basu with a dagger in the 
mach and back. After that Dr Basu 
dog Only too willing to comply. “I 
wanted to sign or do anything the'two 

en wanted me to do because I could 


D ear the torture anymore," said Dr 
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lane of his house, he: slumped uncon- 
scious on the steering wheel. His head 
hit the horn which began to blare. Dr 
Basu's brother-in-law, who lives next 
door at 49 C, Hazra Road, woke up, 
rushed down the stairs to the car and. 
found it was Dr Basu. The doctor was 
then taken tó the nearby Shishu Man- 
gal hospital.* 

On 26 April Congress(I) leaders vi- 
sited Dr Basu at his residence and 
expressed concern over the incident. 


BIHAR 


Within a couple of days, the office of 
Mr Lakshmi Kanta Bose was attacked 
with bombs by a ergup ef hoodlums ® 
although no one could say if the hood- 
lums were backed by the Congress(I). 
And on 28 April, Mr Pankaj Banerjee, 
the Congress(I) rebel candidate with- 
drew his nomination. If anything, the 
entire episode has only made the 
chances of the Congress(I) winning the 
Rashbehari seat bleaker. 

Tirthankat Ghosh 


Newsman threatened |. 


Patna: Dibyendu Banerjee, the UNI 
teleprinter operator at Patna, was 
creeding one of the last stories, when 
at round 11.30 pm on 24 April, three 
men entered the office. They did not 
ask any questions, ignored the oper- 
ator and ће peon, who were the only 
persons present in the office, and 
headed for the room of the UNI mana- 
ger, Mr D. N. Jha. Finding the room 
empty, they returned to the operator 
and for the first time one of them 
spoke: “Where is D. N. Jha?” The 
operator did not find anything unusual 
about this. After all, he thought, these 
men must have come with some story 
which they wanted UNI to send out; 
often people drop in at the office at 
odd hours to meet Mr Jha. He simply 
told the men that there was no one 
present in office. This. obviously did 
not satisfy them. “What is Jha’s 
address?” one of them shouted at 
Banerjee. It was then that the operator 
realised that something was wrong. 
Why did these people want Mr Jha’s 
address, he thought. Besides, why 
were they shouting? 

It did not take him very long to find 
out. For, one of the men pulled out a 
dagger and rushed towards the oper- 


A policeman guards the. UNI office a day after the incident 


Fr I 


K M. KISHAN 


2 

28 
Lg 
9 
М 


47 


ator. Fortunately for Banerjee he stop- 
ped, and this man, who described: 
himself as belonging to the *thakur 
family of Bhagalapur, contented him- 
self with leaving a message: if ever Mr 
Jha spoke against him to the chief 
minister, he would be killed. Then, the 
men who Banerjee later described as 
being “in a drunken state” picked up a 
portable typewriter which was lying 
on a table and left. As soon as they had 
gone Banerjee informed the Kotwali 
police station and filed an FIR. 
Who were these three “dark comple- 
xioned and, thin-bodied" men (as 
Banerjee has said in the FIR)? Why 
did they want to kill Mr Jha? And, 
which was this “thakur family of Bha- 
galpur” to which one of them was - 
supposed to belong? “I don’t know. who 
would want to kill me and J don’t have 
any enemies,” Mr D. N. Jha told this 
correspondent. “As far as the thakur 
family of Bhagalpur is concerned the 
only such family which is also quite 
wellknown is that of Ram Kumar Tha- 
kur. I know his son Ashok Thakur.” 
Ashok Thakur was the stringer of 
thé UNI and the Indian Nation in- 
Bhagalpur before the Emergency. He 
-was also a Youth Congress activist. He, 
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however, did not continue for long 
with journalism and became more іп: 
® volved in palitics, It is believed that he 
had even tried for the Congress(l) 
ticket for the Samastipur byelections 
in 1978; but ultimately did not get it as 
the present Bihar CM, Dr Jagannath 
Mishra intervened against him.He has, 
since then, been trying to woo the 
Congress(I) leadership in Bihar. 

Was there any reason for Ashok 
‘Thakur to attack Mr Jha? Though 
there is no evidence which points in 
this direction Mr Jha says, “I did not 
pie him any lift in my life, even when 

e was with the UNI. But that is no 
reason why anyone should attack me. 
The only reason why anyone can 
associate his name with the incident is 
the fact that a few days back I was 
talking to a friend who knew Ashok 
«Thakur. He told me that he was dis- 
pleased with me." 

But why had the intruders, whoever 
they were, said that Mr Jha would be 
killed if he spoke against the thakur 
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family to the chief minister? A journal- 
ist, who knows both Mr Jha and Ashok 
Thakur, said that it was likely Mr Jha 
had criticised Mr Thakur in an infor- 
та] chat with a friend. This may have 
been conveyed to Mr Thakur, who 
could have thought that Mr Jha, who is 
close to the chief minister, would re- 
peat the same thing abdut him to the 
CM. This would obviously go against 
his interests. The police, however, 
have no evidence which points in this 
direction and are, in fact, totally in the 
dark about the whole incident. 
Whoever the intruders are, it is 
clear that they actually did not want to 
kill Mr Jha; nor was the attack pre- 
lanned. Had it been so they: would 
Five known that Mr Jha normally does 
not stay in office at that hour. Besides, 
they would have also known Mr Jha's 
residential address. As one journalist 
said, *It was merely a threat, perhaps 
with the larger intent of terrorising 
journalists in Patna." 
Saumitra Banerjee 


Impending milk famine 


Dhule: A small town about 300 kms 
from Bombay, Dhule is the largest 
milk collection centre in the state— 
whether from the government milk 
scheme or other agencies. In 1982-83, 
453,20 lakh litres of milk valued at Rs 
1459,38 lakhs were collected. The 
average per day collection is 1.26 lakh 
litres. Dhule, like all the'other milk 
collection and distribution centres in 
Maharashtra remains literally bonded 
to Bombay and a few other bi 

and towns, That makes Bombay by far 


and Kurla and on an aver 
lakh litres of milk are үе, 


Shetkari Sanghatana' i 
COEM af Бапи na’s Sharad Joshi 
Ree milk.and 
buffalo's milk. He is currently organis- 
ing the Sanghatana for a mu eet 
tion that can be started at 48 hours' 
notice. He told a rally of nearly one 
lakh farmers in Dhule in the end of 
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ly. In the three earlier agitations for 
fair prices for sugarcane, onions and 
beedi tobacco Mr Joshi refined the 
technique of rasta roko, to gain his 
ends. In the milk agitation the farmers 
will not be giving their milk to the 
collecting centres but will feed it to 
their children or turn it into milk 
products. The potential is exciting. 
This is the lean season for milk in 
the state and as Mr Joshi says, *We 
will strike when the demand is the 


ee Маана 
Sharad Joshi lights a lamp to comm» 
emorate the martyrs of the Shetkari 
Sanghatana at Dhule 
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-supply of milk powder is low and w 


"towards farmers, says Mr Bhide. 


highest, (the marriage season 
supply the lowest quantity when | 
the farmers in all the villages hen 
ready." The Sanghatana leader is а 
that in 15 days “Bombayites will 6 
asking Mr Bhosale where the milk be 
And Mr Bhosale will have to is, 
Delhi and ask the Prime Minister, 0 
same question." The date on which the 
agitation will be launched is а the 
secret. “We will give only 48 ho d 
notice because we don't want to He 
come sitting ducks for the governme,, 
and its police. In fact, the government 
has said that any policeman findi 
out the actual date of the agitation wil 
be suitably rewarded." The news a 
out the strike will go from village to 
village in 48 hours and the farmers 
will strike in a peaceful manner said 
Mr Joshi. : 

Mr S. V. Bhide, a dairy economi 
who has his own dairy and produc 
150 litres of milk daily, says the goy: 
ernment’s figures of the cost of pro: : 
duction are a fraud. Members of the 
Ashok Bassack committee floated by 
former chief minister, Mr Antulay, last 
year to look into the cost of production 
and distribution of milk, took figures 
that were totally unrealistic, For inst 
ance, they reduced the price of buffa. 
loes to Rs 2,500 when one costs around 
Rs 6,000 today, The price of grass was 
computed at Rs 0.35 a kg as against Re 
one. The private trade today charges 
Rs 6.40 per litre, and they and the 
middlemen are the only beneficiaries 
of the government's niggardly attitude 


The agitation is scheduled to be held 
anytime between April and July as 
this is the lean period for milk. From 
10 May, in fact, the state government 
wil be mostly distributing double: 
toned.powder milk. To add to the short 
supply, there is already a 15 per cent 
shortage of milk collected from Mira) 
and other dairies because 50 per cent 
of the sheds have closed down due (0 
economic hardships, Most of the sheds 
are not purchasing buffaloes because 
of the high cost. Prices of medicines 
have increased by 16 per cent an 
labour charges are Rs 15 a day. It 15 
collapsing industry, says Mr Bhide. M 
Maharashtra, high prices have playe 
havoc with the livelihood of farmers 
Sangli, Bhandara, Warnar, Gondia an 
elsewhere. Around 15 per cent of thé 
rural families in Maharashtra depen 
on dairying. The middlemen in, | 
private trade make a clear profit ot i 
one per litre and it is strange that uh 
government's loss runs into crores ° 
rupees. voy 

In the last three months, 


in 
Di 
joined him in the milk agitation: ай 
has also been supported by farmer. 1 
Punjab where Balbir Singh Каб 
and Ranjeet Singh of the B 

Kisan Union (BKU), who were prem 
at the Dhule meeting have already ^ 
Lucknow 
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protection against decay. 
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erience of stopping milk supply and where would that come from, asks commodities from onions to jowar En 
es ties in Punjab. As they told Sun- Mr Bhide. cotton. When the prices of vegetables 
pay, “We stopped one crore litres of The Maharashtra government hasso and fruits drop, the cities are ove 
43 milk from reaching 10 milk plants far refused to discuss the Sanghatana's  joyed. They are like vultures sitting 


anuary and April last year. 

Б сеа in getting an increase of 

| 50 paise to Re one a litre. Our demand 
is Rs 4.20 per litre for six per cent fat 
content." The BKU has extended its 

support to Mr Joshi and said they 

"v would stop the supply of milk to Pun- 
jab and nearby.Delhi. This would have 

its own impact. Since this is also the 
season when there will be a greater 
demand for milkpowder, Delhi, Bom- 
bay and other cities will be greatly 
affected. Even for making milkpowder 
at least 35 per cent of milk is needed 


demands. The government is stocking 
milkpowder and is depending on Gu- 
Jarat to bale it out when the crunch 
comes. Joshi is scheduled to tour Gu- 
jarat in.mid-May to appeal to the 
farmers mot to send their milk to 
Bombay. He has already asked them 
“not to become tools and weapons in 
the hands of the government of Mahar- 
ashtra to crush the farmers of Mahar- 
ashtra.” 

Mr Joshi says the agitation may be 
for milk but “we will use this oppor- 
tunity to fight for fair prices of all 


over the corpsesabecause that is what 
the growers have been reduced 
when prices of vegetables and fruits 
slump." Mr Joshi tells the farmers, 
"Try to understand where you are 
being throttled. Be wise. The prices of 
agricultural products are coming down _ 
and other things are going up. You can 
only release yourself from this unfair, 
unjust terms of trade if you overthrow _ 
the present economic system. Release _ 
yourself from the economic thinking of — 
the city's economists." ^ 
Olga Tellis 


ugu Desam can never be 
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Hyderabad: Bhavanam Venkata Red- 
dy has been chief minister of Andhra 
Pradesh for only about two months, 
but he is already in trouble with 
dissidents and defectors joining the 
new regional party, Telugu Desam. 
That is one reason why he stoutly 
resisted the suggestion for a snap poll 
in the state. But when he talked to 
Syed Majeedul Hasan at his residence 
on 14 April he appeared quite confi- 
dent and sure of himself. Excerpts: 


Q: You must been very surprised at 
your selection as the chief minister of 
the state? 

A: No, it did not surprise me. 
Although I was not aspiring for the 
office, I was prepared to take any 
responsibility. 

Q: But you have never been among 
the top leaders of your party in the 
state? 

À: I have been in politics for a long 
time. I entered the political field way 


_ back in 1946. Since then I have been 


with the Congress. I had gone to the 


. jail thrice. Only thing is that I never 


conspired, or planned, or intrigued 
against any body to get a post. And 
yet, [have held several organisational 


threat to the Congress(I)" 


Q: Does the party pose any threat to 
the Congress(I)? 

A: Telugu Desam can never pose a 
challenge to the Congress(I) because 
our party has an ideological back- 
ground, a history of sacrifices, and 
most important, deep roots among the 
masses. So deeply is the image of the 
Congress(I) impressed in the minds 
and the hearts of the people of 
Andhra Pradesh that it is not possible 
for anybody to take it out from the 
minds and the hearts of the Telugu 
people. Even when so many states had 
let down Mrs Gandhi, it was Andhra 
and Karnataka which stood by her. 

Q: Mr N. T. Rama Rao accuses the 
Congress and the Congress(I) of prom- 
oting a culture of corruption in the 
state over the last three decades. Any 
comments? 

A: About corruption, I can defenite- 
ly tell you that the Congress(I) is one 
party which has nothing to do with it. 
I can definitely say that our party 
cannot be accused of promoting cor- 
ruption either in this state or in the 
country at large. : 

Q: How would you then explain the 
inclusion of one person in your 
cabinet against whom there are 


have also taken to task some of those 
officials who are corrupt so that it 
may have a deterrent effect upon the 
others. 

Q: There is a feeling even among 
your cabinet colleagues that you are 
inaccessible. Are you? А 

А: No, that is not true. Many people 
want to meet me and tell me their 
problems. I organise my time in such a 
manner that neither their time is 
wasted nor mine. I go out of my 
residence and see hundreds of people. 
gathered under the shamiana pitched 
on the lawns everyday. 

Q: But some of your ministers say 
that even they cannot meet you with- 
out prior appointment. Isn't it rather 
unusual? 

A: I regularly meet my cabinet 
colleagues. They can telephone me 
also to discuss important things. I am 
in the habit of talking to them and 
meeting them. Yes, I want to do all my 
work in an organised manner. That is 
all. That is the difference between me 
and the others. 

Q: The Congress(I) in the state 
appears to be cracking up. Quite a few. 
of your MLAs have joined the Telugu 
Desam. Isn't it a rather disturbing 
trend for your EE 3 

A: I do not think that is going to | 
effect the party very much. 

Q: But it has. Or else, how would _ 
you explain the defeat of one of your | 


* posts. rised distribution Party candidates in the Rajya Sabha 
1 .Q: But why are you then shy of charges ОША] - polls? Apparently, many of your 
| Seine Assembly elections? A: A commission of enquiry has RE kso Ше oppositionem 
b : en i ity { Bees CUR RE 
to go to the polls EO I GS EO been set up to probe the charges. We A: I think our candidate lost be- 
age by one year and that is why CM Reddy: ‘Who’s afraid of NTR?’ 'cause of cross-voting based upon con- 
could not contest. The next time I : = siderations of money, caste, and other 
applied for a ticket in 1962, I was factors. NU eee site a 
| refused and in my place, my wife Q: And what are Jod pona 
| Jayaprada was given a ticket from a about those wha had voted aga 
^ different constituency. From then on- party nominee: 3 ; 
wards, she was a member of the A: They are our partymen whom 
Assembly till 1978. pan definitely advise to do better i 
Q: What do you thi ew €sired manner in future. _ 
Party, Telugu E E ле О: What about your predecessor, 
| : From the speeches of the leaders. Anjaiah? He still seems an ang B. 
| of that party right from its inception Isn't his Panchayat Raj Forum a para- _ 
| 9n 29 March, it is obvious that it is lel political body? T UR 
| trying to rake up parochial and re- A; I do not think so. In my vie 
| Blonal feelings, That will not do any Anjeiah wants the fo 
good to the people of Andhra non-political body'and i 


eradesh. We have the bitter experi- 

the В ОЁ two separatist agitations and 

the people have suffered a lot from 
m. Should we suffer more? 
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Gavaskar (left) with Parkar (centre) and Nayak: two who were left 
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New Delhi: The Indian cricket tour to 
England this summer will provide the 
backdrop to different kinds of fire- 
works within the Cricket Control 
Board of India (CCBI). The presiding 
officials of the board will be looking 
out for googlies from Mr I. S. Bindra, 
president of the Punjab Cricket Asso- 
ciation. It is rumoured that several 
units of the board tacitly support Mr 
Bindra's belief that the time has come 
to carry out a coup against. board 
president S. K. Wankhede and the 
selection committee headed by former 
cricketer Polly Umrigar. 

Sunil Gavaskar's boys will be fight- 
ing for more than merely the laurels 
on the cricket field when they battle it 
out with Bob Willis and Ian Botham. 
This summer Sunil Gavaskar's suzer- 
ainty and his prerogative to call the 
shots in Indian cricket are at stake, 
thanks to the controversy regarding 
Bombay .allrounder Suru Nayak, the 
omission of a second wicketkeeper 
from the touring team and the lurking 
shadows of Mohinder Amarnath, Ro- 
Ber Binny and Chetan Chauhan. On 
Gavaskar's go-ahead, the selectors 
have taken a number of calculated 
risks and the cricket board's ruling 
axis (the Bombay and the South Indian 
associations) finds itself confronted by 
usurpers. The angry officials at Delhi, 

ailways and Punjab are also counting 
On support from the Services Sports 
Control Board and the Saurashtra and 

est Bengal associations. If Gavas- 
kar's 16 play badly.in summer when 
India plays England, then major 
changes in the Cricket Control Board 
cannot be ruled out. Gavaskar's crown 
Could also be in danger if India does 
not come out on top in the series. 
on d erybody knows that the selectors 
ас the Indian skipper had made up 
IRE minds on the touring party be- 
pl е the last Test match was to be 
Ed against Keith Fletcher’s team 
Repe BUD between 30 January to 4 
d REN This was two months prior 
cones ormal meeting of the selection 
Mittee on 1 April when the touring 


pin, was to be announced. The eleven 


ying at Kanpur ant Sangeraptiationain 


k = Wiis REE 
were certainties for the tour. That left 


four places to be filled. According to 
rumours it was understood (quite cor- 
rectly) that Suru Nayak would be in 
the team. 

At Kanpur, Gavaskar said in an 
interview to a sports magazine that 
“we need one more opener, an extra 
seamer and second wicketkeeper. 
These are musts." When journalists 
told him, during the Kanpur Test, that 
they had heard that a second wicket- 
keeper would not be taken to England, 
Gavaskar dismissed it as a rumour. But 
the rumour turned out to be true: 
Kirmani will have. three amateur 
understudies in Yashpal Sharma, Ghu- 
lam Parkar and Dilip Vengsarkar in 
case he falls ill on:the morning of a 
Test match and there is not enough 
time to fly out reserve wicketkeeper 
Zulfiqar Parkar from Bombay. Gavas- 
kar's critics go so far as to say that this 
is part of the skipper's strategy to 
bring his Bombay teammate into the 
Indian side, sidestepping rivals, Bhar- 
at Reddy and Ved Raj. : 

There is much in the doings of our 


Canadians will see live TV 
coverage of Everest ascent 


Kathmandu: A Canadian moun- 
taineering expedition will try to con- 
quer Mount Everest in September 
this year and their step-by-step ascent 
will be shown daily to breakfast TV. 
viewers in Canada. Since this is the 
first Canadian expedition to Everest, 
the Canadian TV networks are giving 
it a lot of publicity. Each member of 
the expedition will carry, apart from 


their climbing gear, a super light- - 


weight video camera to record the 
ruelling climb. The video tapes will 

be taken down every day by Sherpa 
runners and then ferried by helicop- 
«ter to the Everest Sheraton hotel, the 
expedition's headquarters in Kgth- 
mandu. The tapes will then,be 

| beamed from a special TV studio at 


` during the English tour. En 


cricket selectors that defies the lay- 
man's comprehension, adding to suspi- 
cions of intrigue and politicking. For 
instance, there was no reason why, 
having decided to sack Chetan 
Chauhan, the selectors did not try out 
Ghulam Parkar in the recent home 
series, before sending him, off to Eng- 
land as the third opener. Nor is it 
understandable why- the selectors 
persevered with Srikanth through four’ 
Tests before they concluded that he 
did not have the class to open a Test 
innings. As far as Chetan Chauhan’s 
preremptory dismissal is concerned, __ 
Delhi cricket circles believe that he | 
fell a victim to cricket politics at the ~ 
DDCA. He was not supported by the - 
"selector from the North Zone, Mr Vi- 
jay Mehra, who belongs to the rival 
group at Delhi. Similarly, Shivlal | 
Yadav has been in and out of the 
Indian side, and in and out of Gavas- 
kar's good books. In the recent past, 
Gavaskar had preferred Gopal Sharma 
to :Shivlal Yadav but Sharma has had 
two consecutive lean seasons and- - 
seemed unreliable for a tour. The one — 
off-spinner who dominated the last. 
Ranji Trophy was former Indian skip- 
per S. Venkatraghavan. The anti- . 
Gavaskar lobby believes that Gavas- _ 
kar brought in Shivlal Yadav as the 
younger man to checkmate Venkat- 
raghavan's comeback bid. Gavaskar 
has not given Yadav long bowling 
spells in the past and unless he has! 
changed his opinion about off-spinners 
who flight the ball, Yadav may be 
- relegated to the secondary matches . 


While there is general appreciation _ 
on the choice of Bihar’s hardworking © 
medium-pacer Randhir Singh, the - 
selection of Suru Nayak seems least 
justified. The justification for select- 
ing, Nayak revolves around the fact 
that he would be the only left-handed _ 
batsman in the side. But is that enough: 
to justify his selection over two more _ 
talented all-rounders, Mohinder Amar- 
nath and Roger Binny? As a batsman, 
Nayak does not have much to hold 


the hotel to the Indian Ocean Intelsat: 
satellite and relayed to Canada via _ 
Britain for the daily Canadian shows. _ 
A 3.7 metre dish aerial has been 
placed on the roof of the hotel for 
sending the daily recordings to the 
Intelsat satellite. = Ш ; 
The whole expedition is being spo 
sored by Air Canada, the coun! 
national airline, which wi \ 
equipment for the expedition inclu 
n& those for the special televisi 
studio in the hotel. Simultane 
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It was the culmination ofa 
dream. d in its way an : Е 
Сергее оп of the nationalist Spirit. from the cities, th 
was India's first steel mill 'built villages—the fi; еше 
with Swadeshi топеу' as Jamsetji men, Soo, | 
Tata had wanted it to Бе. Red 
r was 6 who had sown the 
seeds; 
experts funded the projet ала етого fraternity of etm 
provided inspiration and direction Taaa g Struggling and achieving 
to his sons and associates. Now,- E 
{еге alter his death,the Progressive i 
ad ended. But the early and J ndustrial ente 
ra had been rough, with amshedpur a city of 
A e and failures at Tata would } 
: dpressed on fi ` 
undaunted-D ДООР Irmiy belie 
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es should 


E. Saklatvala, the first of th 
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adventure. And in time came reward 
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What benefits the people, benefits the nation. TATA STEE! ' 


= = |». СС-0. In Public Domain. UP State Museum, Hazratganj. Lucknow 


Digitized by 'Sarayu Foundation Trust, Delhi and eGangotri x 


against Mohinder Amarnath's güts and 
technique. As a bowler, he has still to 
prove that he can produce the unplay- 
able ball from time to time, as Binny 
often does. Unless he enjoys a very 
special spell of luck in England, Suru 
Nayak will be one more passenger in 
the party. His selection has also be- 
come the centre of the controversy 
within the Cricket Control Board, for 
Bombay has six players in the touring 
side, whereas Ranji Trophy winners 
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Calcutta: The partisan attitude recent- 
ly displayed by the Penal and Ethical 
Cases Committee of the West Bengal 
. Medical Council raises serious ques- 
tions about how Calcutta's slum dwel- 
lers can be protected when they are 
used as subjects for medical research. 
On,20 April after a ten-month delay, 
the nine-member panel conducted a 
preliminary hearing of the complaint 
by Dr S. Bhattacharya (secretary, Sci- 
entists’ Association) against the direc- 
tor and deputy director of the National 
Institute of Cholera and Enteric Dis- 
eases for violating medical ethics in 
their 1975-76 cholera vaccine experi- 
ment on two lakh slum dwellers Sun- 
DAY, 7 March). In an interview to this 
correspondent after the 45-minute 
hearing at the council's Lyons Range 


Calcutta: Colour TV sets costing 
around Rs 11,000. may be on the 
market by the end of the year. Tele- 
rama, a Calcutta based company, 
have manufactured an Indian model 
and the best thing about it is that 97 
| Ber cent of the components are in- 
digenously produced. Nor does this 
mar the quality of the colour on the 
Screen, which is as good as any foreign 
colour TV set's. E 

The company, a small scale joint 
sector unit, claims that the set is the 


by a three man team of Indian en- 


While colour TV sets have been sold 
in India under Indian brand names 
efore, at prices ranging from Rs 


of the knockdown and semi- 
knockdown variety where. most parts 
Were imported and simply assembled 
in the country. Their great disadvan- 
tage lay in that any repairs involving 
replacement of parts proved both 
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9t the new colour TV set claim that 
their model is not only tropicalised to 


they have also ensured that the fore- 
En components are available from 


| result of a one-and-a-half year effort' 


gineers—all in their early thirties. - 


19,000 to Rs 21,000, they were largely | 


ficult and expensive. The makers ' 


suit Indian weather conditions, but. 


Delhi has only one (Madan Lal, who 
was kept out of the Test side for four 
years) and runners-up Karnataka has 
only two, Vishwanath and Kirmani. . 
The selection of the side reflects the 
skipper's preference Sunil Gavas- 
kar is merely following the footsteps of 
Bishen Bedi. Under Bedi the Indian 
eleven often had five players from 
Delhi alone. Obviously, things will 
never change. 
Anil Saari 


premises, the complainant said he had 
been heckled by a hostile panel out to 
defend the accused. The accused: doc- 
tors, incidentally, were not called for 
the hearing. _ 

The council is yet to arrive at'a 
decision but the gist of its observations 
at the hearing, as described by the 
complainant, gives an idea of its gener- 
al stand that conducting an experi- 
ment.on human subjects without in- 
formed consent is not unethical. One 
doctor on the panel equated the mass 
vaccine experiment with mass vaccina- 
tion drives and seemed to see no 
difference between the two. Then 
came the corollary that it was not 
feasible to apply the norms of the 
Helsinki Declaration in this country. 
The doctor who said this also declared 


olour TV coming soon 


more than one international source to 
avoid problems arising from changes 
in the government's import policy. 
The Telerama set's imported parts 
include integrated circuits for the 
vertical section, the chroma section 
and the delay lines. The picture tube, 
as in all Indian TV sets, is procured 
through the Electronic Trade and 
Technology ,Dev. Corp , the canalis- 
ing agency for the item. Altogether 15 
of the 510 odd components in the TV. 


A prototype of the new colour TV 


э 


‚ are likely to be in Bombay, Delhi and 


| owners of VCRs who have not bought 
| colour TV sets because of the difficul- 


гата, were demonstrated si 


CC-0. In Public Domain. UP State Museum, Hazratganj. Luckr 


that the Drug Controller's permission. 
was not needed for conducting human 
trials. Finally, non-medical persons 
(teachers at the Beliaghata schools 
whose students were given the ex- 
perimental vaccine) should not be 2 
cited as witnesses іп a “purely medical _; 
matter”? : * 

Each of the above points gives rise 
to corresponding questions. First, how 
does the council's ethical committee 
openly contradict the ethical guide- 
lines relating to informed consent 
issued by the Indian Council of Medic- 
al Research? Second, what authority 
does the council have to say that the 
Helsinki norms are not feasible and 
was it aware that India was a signatory | 
to the declaration? Third, how can a 
panel with no legal experts pronounce 
on the legality of an experiment? 
Fourth, if non-medical persons who 
are at the receiving end of medical 
experiments should not give evidence 
on their own behalf, wasn't the council 
quite literally reducing them to -the 
‘level of mute guinea pigs? 

The panel’s responses are, perhaps, 
partly explained by the fact that this is 
the first time that the council is hand- 
ling a complaint against biomedical Es 
experiments by a research institute. _ 
The usual complaints to the council ___ 
relate to unethical acts by individual 
private practitioners some of whom 
have been struck off the register. The 
panel's remarks suggest that while the 
council takes a serious view of mal- 
practices on private patients, when _ 
these happen on a mass public scale 
they are not reprehensible. 


Vimal Balasubrahmanyan 


are imported. According to a company 
spokesman the sets have also been 
tested against actual colour transmis- 
sion relayed by Delhi Doordarshan. 
Mr A. N. Chaudhuri, Telerama’s 
director in charge, told Sunpay that 
the production target for their colour 
TV sets was 1,100 sets in 1982-83 and 
2,400-4,200 sets in 83-84, depending 
on when colour transmission starts in 
the Calcutta/Asansol area. Initially 
colour TVs will, it seems, have only a 
marginal effect on the black and 
white TV market—where prices range 
from Rs 3,000 to Rs 5,000. The projec- 
tious are that the first two years will 
account for the maximum number of. 
colour TY sales, and their major sales. 


the surrounding regions. They expect — 
that many of their buyers will be - 


ties in getting replacements. 
А demonstration of the production _ 

prototype of the colour TV set was 
eld in Calcutta recently, where tw 

sets, one Japanese ad other T. 


taneously. The colour reprod 
the two sets was equally | 
anjana Sen Gupta | 
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Check the following symptoms | M. 

` e Do you get tired easily? \ гап 

ө Does indigestion cause you sleepless nights? boc 

e Do you notice a loss of appetite? m 

ө Do you fall ill often? alle 

th 

The liver stores sugar and nutrients. It controls ai 

digestion. It breaks down fat. It can even strengthen frie 

your defence against illness. Therefore, if your liver мет 

isn't working as it should, you could get tired easily, thir 

suffer from flatulence and constipation, feel full and = 
listless before meals or even fall ill very often. 


Live well 

with LIV-UP 

With just two tablets of 
LIV-UP twice a day, 


you can get the most 
out of life!! 


An age-old formula with 13 powerful herbs. 


LIV-UP has 13 time-tested herbs such as Punarnava, 
Katuki, Chiratta, Amla, etc, which work together to 
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well-being. 
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LIV-UP improves bile Secretion and digestion, acts as 
a laxative, improves fat digestion, and can even help  - IVUp EE 


correct liver disorders due to alcoholism. 
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your whole body. 
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Probe ordered into 


school books purchase 


Bhopal: Chief Minister Arjun Singh 
has announced an enquiry by the 
Lokayukt into what has come to be 
known as the *Book purchase scandal? 
in Madhya Pradesh, involving a senior 
IAS officer. 

Replying to a two-hour special de- 


bate on the scandal, the chief minister' 


told the state Assembly on 13 April 
that all charges regarding misconduct 
and corruption in the purchase of 
books for school libraries by the 
education department would be refer- 
red to the Lokayukt for an enquiry. 
Incidentally, this will be the first case 
to be officially entrusted to the newly- 
appointed Lokayukt. 

The chief minister said that the 
chief secretary would also simul- 
taneously enquire into how *some 
books were selected for school librar- 
ies which should not have been 
selected." He denied the opposition: 
allegation that he was trying to shield’ 
the “guilty” IAS officer, Mr Ashok 
Vajpeyi, because of their personal 
friendship. Members from both sides 
were unanimous in launching a sca- 
thing attack on Mr Vajpeyi, the secret- 


Se 


Calcutta: “When I came to know that 
the artistes performing at the inaugu- 
ral concert of the festival (of India in 
Britain) were paid a sum far exceed- 
ing the usual amount given by any 
cultural organisation in India, I was 
quite amazed. Whereas it gives me 
great pleasure and pride that the 
British government has honoured In- 
dian musicians (by paying them for 
Performing at the festival), it is also 
upsetting to know that the’ Indian 
government, despite adequate funds 
to promote culture, did not offer to 
Pay even the regular fees which I am 
Paid by Indian sponsors... In view of 
this discrimination I would like: to 
State that I no longer wish to partici- 
Pate in the India Festival,” wrote 
Wellknown, handsome sarod player 
` Ustad Amjad Ali Khan in a letter to 
the secretary of the Indian Council of 
Cultural Relations (ICCR) on 25 
arch 1982. The letter caused a fu- 
Tore and the young sarod layer be- 
Came the champion of the Indian 
artistes and musicians. He had every 
reason to protest: while a couple of 
Internationally reputed Indian musi- 
‘ans were being paid enormous 
amounts for the inaugural concert the 
Others who had been invited were 
bein paid little for the performance. 
_ Till the date of Boing to press, Ustad 


Sarod maestro protests . 
against discrimination 


CC-0. In Public Domain. UP State useum, Hazratganj. 


ary of education, culture and publicity 
epartments, 

Both the ruling Congress(I) and 
Opposition members alleged *favouri- 
ticism, irregularities and corruption" 
in the purchase of books worth Rs 15 
lakhs by the education department 
this year. Many members gave inst- 
ances and tabled documentary evi- 
dence which proved that publishers 
had supplied old editions of a number 
of books after changing their jackets 
and title pages and claimed that these 
were the latest editions. The govern- 
ment was, members alleged, cheated 
and charged double the original price. 

Mr Vithalbhai Patel tabled inst- 
ances when not a single word was 
changed in the books—even the errata 
slip was the same—which were passed 


‘off as later and costlier editions. Не. 


said that even now old editions of 
those books were available in the 
market at the old rates. 

Almost all the dozen members who 
Spoke on the subject demanded that 
Mr Vajpeyi should be immediately 
suspended and a house committee 
should enquire into the alleged bung- 
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Ustad Amjad. Ali Khan: a protest 


>р GUB шке AE a a DR ENNIO 
Amjad Ali has not received a letter 
from the ICCR authorities although 
he was told over the telephone that le 
would be paid for his performance in 
Britain. Being assured of the remun- 
eration, Ustadji (as he is referred to 


_ by classical music lovers in India) has," 


decided to go, after all, to play in, 
Britain. He made sure that the others 


lings and “misuse of public money.” 
Mr Radharaman Bhargava (BJP), said 
that one-fourth of the total purchazes 
were-made from a D'elhi-based and a 
Hapud-based publishing firm and both 
the proprietors were closely related to 
the. education secretary. He alleged 
that two members of the selection 
committee “selected” theireown books 
and 500 copies of each were purch- 
ased. While on the one hand, authors 
and poets belonging to the education 
secretary’s group—Mr Vajpeyi is a | 
poet himself— were favoured, the 
selection committee headed by Mr 
Vajpeyi summarily relected 3,873 ti- 
tles in one night without even going 
through them, MLAs alleged. 

Mr Chitrakant Jaiswal ( Congress-I) 
regretted that while the books were 
purchased in the name of "acquainting 
school children with the works of au- 
thors and poets of Madhya Pradésh,” 
the government purchased books of 
only 90 poets and writers belonging to 
MP. As against this, works of 190 poets 
and writers from outside were purch- 
ased. Many members complained that 
some of the books were “not fit for 
school children." Members read out 
extracts from at least one dozen books . 
and claimed that these were obscene. 
When the speaker expunged one of the 
“obscene” extracts read out by a CPI 
member, one legislator quipped: *You 
can expunge these from the Assembly | 


records, but what about the school 
libraries where children would read 
these?" 


A. Special Correspondent 


would be getting the amounts they 
asked for and only then would he go. 

In spite of such discrimination, 

Ustad Amjad Ali Khan continues to 
Propagate Indian classical music 
among the masses. He has established: 
the Ustad Hafiz Ali Khan Memorial. 
Society in 1977 which organises con- 
certs by reputed artistes and dancers. 
The society is now busy setting up the 
Music Hall of India (a research insti- 
tute of music based in Delhi, whose 
fqundation stone was laid on 29 Janu: . 
‘ary 1982) which will “preserve, prom- 
ote and propagate the great classical 
music traditions of India.” Scholars at 
the institute will do research on the 
origin of the ragas. Scientists and 
medical specialists will study the 
effect of certain ragas on the human 
mind and body. : 

Ustad Amjad Ali Khan has himself 
started collecting the funds required 
for setting up the research institute © 
by, performing at different places in 
India for money. Even in those con- 
certs, the tickets are moderately 
priced for Ustadji has two considera- 
tions in mind: popularising music and 
raising the prestige of the artistes in 
India who he considers are the 
“weakest sections of the society.” 
Classical artistes must be paid ke i 
their performances because “bhuke 
paet par kaisey heritage ra, 
serve kar saktey hain (how 
preserve one’s heritage on an 
stomach)?” г 


Tirthankar Ghos 
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Chancellor Helmut Schmidt 
of West Germany has asked 
his Social Democratic Party to 
ignore the pleas for a mora- 
torium on the deployment of 
new nuclear missiles in 
Europe. Left wingers of his 
party have repeatedly ques- 
tioned the NATO decision on 
deployment of nuclear mis- 
siles. Mr Schmidt told a party 
conference recently: *Whoev- 
er» wants to replace agreed 
mutual disarmament by un- 
ilateral reductions has to be 
told that history shows that 
one-sided weakness does not 
prevent aggression by a su- 
perior power." He also made 
it clear that there is no ques- 
tion of preventing the station- 
ing. in Europe of Pershing 2 
and Cruise missiles unless the 
Soviet Union withdraws its 
“incredible armada of SS-20 
rockets." 


Major overhaul in КСВ. 


In a major overhaul of the 
top ranks of the KGB, Soviet 
authorities have appointed 
two senior deputies to the 
KGB chief, General Yuri 
Andropov. Pravda recently 
listed General Georgy Isinev, 
74, as the new first deputy 
chairman. The Red Army 
newspaper had on 4 April 
listed General Viktor Chebri- 


kov as another deputy chair- 
man. Kremlin watchers said 
they knew of no precedent for 
naming two people to the post 


and that “we are just not sure | 


what they (the Soviets) are up 
to? General--Andropov has 
held the KGB leadership 
since 1967 and is one of 13 
members of the Soviet polit- 
buro: 


US embargo Cypriot 


on Cuba 


President 


tightened | turns left 


. The US government has 
announced severe currency 
restrictions against Cuba.” 

1S surprising move is aimed 
at tightening the current 
trade embargo. The new rules 


; Issued by the treasury depart- 


ment forbid currency and cre- 
it transactions by United 
erates citizens. These restric- 
lons were all the more unex- 
Sate because a Cuban offi- 
is ad recently stated that 
ing government was prepar- 
E wide ranging negotia- 
mue) and agreements on 
nid restraint,” with the 
relat States, especially with 
tion to Nicaragua. 


President Kyprianou of 
Cyprus, in a political volte 
face, has formed an unex- 
pected alliance with the pro- 


‘Soviet Communist Party, 


AKEL. Mr Kyprianou, who 
leads a small centre-right par- 
ty had to purge his cabinet as 
the pace for communist elec- 
tora i 

the British bases on the 
strategically important island 
is in peril as a result of this 
alignment. The AKEL is also 
expected to ask the President 
to renew his claim for more 
than £200 million from the 
British government as com- 
pensation. 
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support. The future of. 


"programme for the army. The 


Aaron Abuhatzeira, minis- 
ter of labour and welfare in 
the Menachem Begin cabinet 
who was convicted of stealing 
government money, fraud and 
breach of public trust, said 
that he would resign. This 
announcement makes things 
easier for Mr Begin who was 
rather reluctant to dismiss Mr 
Abuhatzeira as he belonged 
to the Tami party on which 
the cabinet depended for sur- 
vival. Mr Abuhatzeira, howev- 
er, said he was not resigning 
from the Knesset (Parlia- 


Carlos 
strikes again 


The international terrorist 
Carlos is believed to have 
been behind the recent mur- 
der of two employees of the 
French embassy in Beirut. 
Guy Cavillo and his wife Caro- 
line were shot in their flat but 
the motive of the killing is 
unknown. 


Army help for 
World Cup 


To curb mounting terror- 
ism, launched by the terrorist | 
group ETA, Spain has decided 
to seek the help of the army. 
This should make life safer 
during the coming World Cup- 
soccer matches. Recently four 
explosions rocked the Madrid 
communication centre caus- 
ing damage of more than £5 
million. Earlier, ETA. terror- 
ists had attacked military bar- 
racks. 


Training for 


Ugandan army | 


Less than a week after 
Amnesty International conde- 
mned the Ugandan army for 
indiscriminate killing of civi- | 
lians, a 36-man Common- 


Will Begin call for 
early elections?, 


ment) from which he may be 
expelled by a majority vote 
only if he is sentenced to one 
year’s imprisonment. The 
Tami party meanwhile set at 
rest all speculations by 
announcing that it would con- 
tinue to support the govern- 
ment but would not refrain 
from early elections if Mr Be- 
gin’s Likud coalition looses its 
majority. Observers feel that 
Mr Begin might call for early. 
elections around October. 
Opinion polls show that his 
popularity is increasing. 


Harara 
for Salisbury 


Mugabe: changing names 


The Zimbabwe Prime 
"Minister, Mr Robert Mugabe, 
recently announced new 
Africanised names for 3 
cities and towns in the coun 
try. Salisbury will henceforth 
be known as Harara. Said Mr 


minders of the colonial pa 
are being changed to n 
names befitting the culture o 
the people...” 


wealth military force*has |. T 


started a rigorous training 


Commonwealth force consists | f 


mainly of officers from the 
British, Canadiaj and Austra- 
lian armies. 4, 
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Dara's throwing his weight behind | | | 
Nutramul. Amul's Nutramul. With | - i 
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sanctuary for Nilgiri ' 
mountain goat —  —71 


e Tamil Nadu government has sanc- 

;oned Rs 6.42 lakhs for establishing a 
sanctuary for the Nilgiri tahr, a unique 
mountain goat now threatened with 
extinction. The sanctuary will be in a 
78.46 sq km area in Coonoor taluk of 
Nilgiri district. The Nilgiri tahr, which 
inhabits the boulder styewn terrain of 
the Nilgiris, has been classified as an 
endangered animal under the Wildlife 
(Protection) Act 1972 and is included 
in the Red Book of the International 
Union for Conservaion of Nature 
(IUCN). According to the chief conser- 
vator of forests, Tamil Nadu, forest 


Th 


squads will henceforth patrol the area · 


to prevent poaching and research on 
the behaviour of the mountain goat 
will be initiated. 


Search for rare herbs] 


The Akhil. Bharatiya Vanoshadhi 
Abhyas Mandal (All India Forest 
Medicines Study Board), led by their 
85-year-old president Vaidya Raj Bap- 
al, recently conducted a study-cum- 
research camp in the Abujhmarh 
forests in Bastar, Madhya Pradesh. 
The area is a storehouse of rare ayur- 
vedic herbs and medicines. The team, 
consisting of leading botanists and 
vaidyas, identified 200 ayurvedic 
herbs, 20 of them, rare species. 


Gall stone removal 
without ѕигдегус — —3 


For the first time in the country, a 
stone has been removed from the bile 
duct without surgery. This was 
achieved by Dr J. B. Dilawari of the 
Post Graduate Institute of Medical 
Education and Research, Chandigarh. 
The method followed was the insertion 
of an endoscope through the mouth 
into the stomach of the patient. This 
new endoscopic procedure takes only 
20 minutes and requires no anaesthe- 
Sia. The patient can even start eating 
merely six hours after the removal of 
the stone and can leave the hospital in 
two days. 


New mini mobike с 


Karnataka Scooters, a joint sector ven- 
ture, recently released the first batch 
aen motorcycles manufactured in 


amed BSA Falcon GT 50, it is a “new 


a €ration” vehicle with a high per- 
thenauce engine and four gears. After 


‘|  ceSigns, drawing and specifica- 
eons Were received from the collabor- 

Scone Company, it took Karnataka 

ture RS only nine months to manufac- 

compa first batch of motorcycles. The 

ему S production target is 5000 

24.0 ез in 1982, 10,000 in 1983 and 
:000 in 1984, 


aboration with BSA Ltd. UK. | 


Award for Hindi writer 3 


Renowned Hindi writer Mahadevi 
Verma has been awarded a cash prize 
of Rs one lakh for her invaluable 
‘contribution to Hindi literature. The 
award has been presented by the Uttar 


;Pradesh Hindi Sansthan. 


Compiling knowledge (sss ш сананын 


When it comes to tenacity, determina- 
tion and perseverance’ there will be 
few who can match 70-year-old Binod 
Kanungo. For almost three decades 
now, he has been working оп a 75: 
volume Oriya encyclopaedia project,, 
covering 15,000 subjects. Literally 
trudging through mountains of refer- 
ence material, he has singlehandedly. 
published 30 volumes at a cost of Rs 10 
lakhs with no assistance whatsoever 
from the government. His encyclo- 
paedia has 3000 registered subscribers 
who form the main source of finance 
for the project. The Oriya encyclo- 
paedia titled Jnanmandal is modelled: 
on the lines of the Encyclopaedia* 
Britannica. Mr Kanungo has classified 


Wome 


A 


Smt. Kannan Devi 


The Calcutta based Ladies Study 
Group, a unit of the Indian Chamber of 
Commerce, recently honoured three 
women who have distinguished them- . 
selves in various fields by awarding 
them cash prizes of Rs 11,000 each. 
The three were Mrs Brit Hodne who 
teaches the disabled and handicapped, 


Mrs Swapna Choudhury, a mourns | 


taineer and Mrs Kannan Devi, the; 
matinee idol of yesteryear. The award 
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School for slum kidst— 


The Bustee Welfare Centre, (BWC) of 
Calcutta, a voluntary social welfare 
organisation, has décided to construct 
a school for slum children and a voca- 
tional training centre. The Calcutta 
Corporation has promised all help. 


MP bill for corneal ° 
grafting sioe] 


As part of its efforts to help the blind, 
the Madhya Pradesh government re- 
cently passed the corneal grafting bill 
authorising the extraction of the cor- 
nea from unclaimed bodies, for pur- | 
poses of surgical grafting. After the 
bill was passed, the chief minister, 
Arjun Singh, the deputy chief minis- 
ter, Sheo Bhanu Solanki, the opposi- 
tion leader, Sunderlal Patwa and some 
other ministers were inspired enough 
to announce the donation of their eyes. 


and indexed reference files number- 
ing 20,000 on every conceivable topic 
of human activity and endeavour. Says 
Mr Kanungo, “My problem is to make 
simple and concise notes out of the 
huge material.” His eldest daughter 
Deepti (35) and three sons—Pabak 
(31), Deepak (26) and Alok (25)—are | 
helping him in filing and indexing the 
material mostly gleaned from news- 
papers. Mr Kanungo feels that he has 
enough material to finish the remain- 
ing 45 volumes.’ Undaunted by this 
gargantuan task he has undertaken, 
Mr Kanungo is already on to yet 
another project—a four-volume encyc- 
lopaedia on the ancient culture and 
history of Orissa. 
oS 
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ZENITH e 
THE UNIQUE 2-IN 


A refrigerator j cum water cooler 


4 
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We 

F. 
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- : a HEN he was 
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. Zenith refrigerator is the first in India e ү 

with a built-in water cooler. This is not just 1 He cou 

@ convenience for taking cold water without a heard. 

opening the door, but a technical advance- Бу to mak 

ment for increased cooling efficiency. á anothe 
With the water cooler you open the 5 1 

door only half the number of times, 0. 


The result! 


Cooling efficiency is up, the strain 
on the compressor is down. A saving 
on electricity—up to 2597. 

The capacity of the water cooler is 
3.4 litres (20 glasses) —an average 
family's daily requirement, - 

In addition, only Zenith offers a 
built-in voltage Stabilizer*—and a 
two-way automatic defrosting system 

which makes it possible to restart the 
refrigerator even while it is under 
defrosting. 


` Special Features: 


O World class compressor and 
insulation material 


O Tilting bottle rack 


ZENITH 


| Truly, years ahead. _ 
;|- Truly, worldclass. - 


Lloyd Sales Corporation 
. Head office; 


M-13, Connaught Place 
New Delhi 110 001 
Phone; 35352] 


Branches: 


SETA г Ж Ты Bombay (Ph: 4222661) 
Sec) Gus p Calcutta (Ph: 249831) 
D Adjusta le shelv Hyderabad (Ph; 223036) 
D Danes Duller резе boxes Madras (Ph; 810578) 
REAN © ^ N ы wig Y 


^ | New Delhi (Ph: 638481) ~ 
Hallmark of quality | 
Ld 1476/1979 . uere А 

- Available іп 165 litre and 310 litre. 
sizes with built-in water cooler or as 
Standard models. —  ' a 


DIE ALL T. 4 М, A *Optional ' 


z 
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mitabh Bachchan has 

made a final decision: 
he will take it easy and not 
work on more than five 
films in a year. Eventually 
he wants to cut down the 
number. Health is one of the 
major factors, apart from 
the fact that he wants quali- 
ty to be the hall-mark of his 
films: He is now looking for 
“Total satisfaction as an 
actor, the kind of satisfac- 
tion I have yet to find.” 
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Amitabh: looking for 
satisfaction 

hat's happened to 

Farroque Shaikh? Re- 
cently, a young filmmaker 
went up to him and asked 
him to play a role in a film 
he was planning. Farooque 
heard him out and then 
quoted a price which sent 
the young filmmaker home. 
He couldn't believe what he 
heard. He has now decided 
to make the film with 
another actor. 


QvsvudvSuria 


Tina: capable of much more 


f Tina Munim continues to 

# Show the indifference she 
1S Showing to her career as 
an actress,she will soon ` 

ave to tell a sad story; Her 
Performance in two films 

eased recently, Yeh 

Ada Raha and Rajpur 
e UNE inforalot of 

а A from people close 
on her ‘Ina still has youth 
Prove ce: She must im- 
she m ds has to last and 
Not, she, тргоуе fast. If 


€ Bossip magazi 
апат р. 7 Bazines 
an me roles will stop com- 


ners and is not very con- ` 


€ will only bẹ there in | | 


Jeetendra: number one 


A ccording to reliable 
sources the real number 


one is Jeetendra, not Ami- 
tabh Bachchan.There are 
times when there are three 
Jeetendra-starrers released 
the same day all over the 
country, and most of them 
are good runners. Jeetendra 
has not had a flop in a very 
long time. His success story 
has gained importance after 
he conquered the south. In 
Madras they don’t start a 
film in Hindi without con- 
sulting Jeetendra. It is only 
when Jeetendra rejects an ` 
offer that it goes to someone 
else. 


arika continues to slip. 

The last three films in 
which Sarika starred proved 
to be great disastersat the 
box-office and Sarika her- 
self had very insignificant 
roles in all of them. 
Apparently, Sarika is after 
the money and the big ban- 


cerned about her career as 
an actress. Ask Sarika why 
she is slipping and she says, 
“I am not slipping. Who told 
you that? In fact, I am get- 
ting better roles now. Next 
year is going to be a very 
crucial year for me. So, I am 
keeping my fingers cros- 
sed.” That's what Sarika has 
been saying for the last 
three years! 


Shabana and Smita: 


avsSvludvoHna 


worst of enemies 


: ; — | film Jayamaliniin which 
friends once. The war | she'plays the lead role, _ 
started some time in 1980 there are over 70 cuts. The 
and it is only becoming film has not yet been re- 


М is going to be a very 
important month for 
the career of Kumar Gaurav. 
His second film, in which 
he is playing a role 

which is *serious and diffe- 
.rent, a great deal different 
from my first film; is to be 
released. The film, Teri 
Kasam, directed by A. C. 
Tirlogchander. Kumar. 
Gaurav (also known as Bun- 
ty) has some thirty films on 
hand and all those thirty 
films depend on what hap- 
pens to this one film. ^I was 
never as nervous then, as I 
am now. The release of Love 
Story didn't really frighten 
me. But the release of Teri 
Kasam, is really giving me . 
sleepless nights," Gaurav 
says. 


7 Di Baftumathi is getting 
busy with the preduc- 

tion of herthird film. This 
talented Telugu actress has 
tried her hand at writing, , 
directing and produting and 
is currently engaged in mak- 
inga mythological film for 
children. We only hope that 
this film will not meet with. 
the fate of her earlier ven- 
tures: Rachaitri and Okana- 
ti Ratri. Both the films were 
completed two years ago 
and are yet to be released. 


S; what if Saritha prefers 
Rajnikantas a person? 
She still thinks there is no, 
one to beat Kamalahasan, 
when it comes to aeting. 
Cóming from Saritha, her- 
self a wonderful actress, 
this is indeed a compliment 
to Kamal. According to the 
actress, Rajni needs to im- 

. prove his diction, which at 
the moment, is quite indis- 
tinct. i 


Sou Indian film produc- 
ers are angry with the 
film censors. About 25 films 
have been held up because 
the censors have sent them 
to the revising committee in 
Bombay. The producers are 
mad because the *censors 
are objecting to simple 
fights and sex scenes.” 
Whatirks them is that even 
scenes which show a charac- 
ter's belief in superstition 
are being censored. 


HINNVHL YX АМ 


Kumar Gaurav: nervous 


[ ayamalini seems to be 


[ШЕ isa cold war going 
on between Shabana 
Azmiand Smita Patil and 
they were the best of 


the bane of the censors. 
Jn the Telugu version of the _ 


worse with time. Smita spe- 
cially blames Shabana for 
loosing some very good 
roles: It will, therefore, be eT d 1 
more interesting to see -marriage,' said 
them act together in Pothen when asked if h 
Artha. | ' was going to Бе a confirmed ' 
bachelor. The question was 
|] ified, coming А. 
| when almost 


leased because it 15 stillin — - 
the clutches of the censors. 
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FOR QUICKER REMITTANCE SERVICE 


CANARA BANK's gulf Accounts or for maintenance Yes, CANARA BANK's gulf ` 
connection with Al Razouki 


of their families. Apart from connection is something to 
offers expatriates the total offering personalised 


tell your friends and relatives 
range of remittances and service, Al Razouki in the United Arab Emirates 
services throughout the International Exchange about. 
world. And.for Indians living Company will help them 
in Dubai it is an easier, transfer the remittances to Troe RS DEDERE 
uicker way of remitting their the remotest parts of India ¢ ; f ; 
vee to India either to through more than 1350 In India or Al Razouki International 


open Non-Resident Rupee 
and Foreign Currency 


4 


Exch С j j. 
branches of CANARA BANK, “798 Company, Deira, Dubai 


Al Razouki Intemational — A CANARA BANK 
Exchange Company : International Division 


Post Box No. 782 
Varma Chambers, 1st Floor 


Post Box №. 6384 


3 TO GROW G, 


Hashel Bin Khalaf Ghaith Buildin 
Naif Road ith Building 2 I, Нот} Street 
Deira, Dubai 


\ з Fort, Bombay - 400 001 
(UAE) 


i j E maa(s) cg, 37b 81.82 


CC-0. In Public Domain. UP State Museum, Hazratganj. Lucknow 
v А ic D | : 


officia. 
area, r 
vain t 
со]опе! 
dogs а 
Within 
men w 
legislat 
occupy 
er, this 
men ar 
away tl 
tor whe 
armym 
(B. B. . 


TRIVA 
Boing c 
1484 d 
Nadar 
day, w 
offered 
S(I) lea 
er, the 
tinuing 
gham's 
that th 
tion ha. 
not be 
Started 
reserva 
mensur 
commu 
Popular 
Hindu 


SIDDIP 


ers unc 
the iny 
They а] 
Ing for 
abusing 
the га) 
that th 
Pleteq 
also de, 
from t] 
Press (1 


Illustration 5 


L á 
MEERUT: About a dozen army dogs 
were used by a colonel to foil the 
house-grabbing move by a Congress(I) 
legislator here yesterday (14 April). The 
annexe of the local Patiala House, in 
which the aged mother of the colonel 
used to.live had been allotted to the 
legislator who accompanied by about 
two dozen supporters occupied the 
house. The colonel, who is living in his 
official residence in the cantonment 
area, rushed to the scene and tried in 
vain to persuade the legislator. The 
colonel then brought a dozen trained 
dogs and let them loose in the house. 
Within no time, the legislator and his 
men were on their heels. Later, the 
legislator alleged that the colonel was 


occupying the annexe illegally. Howev- . 


er, this morning the colonel took army 
men and trained dogs in mufti to throw 
away the household goods of the legisla- 
tor who accused the colonel of misusing 
armymen and dogs—Hindustan Times 
(B. B. Seth, Alwar) 


TRIVANDRUM: The relay satyagraha 
Boing on here for the last four years— 
1484 days to be exact—by the Kerala 
Nadar Mahajana Sangham “ended” to- 
day, with the sipping of lemon juice 
offered to а satyagrahi by the Сопргеѕ- 
s(I) leader, Mr K. Karunakaran. Howev- 
er, the relay satyagraha is “still con- 
tinuing” with a member of the san- 
gham’s youth wing taking it up saying 
that the demands for which the agita- 
tion had been started four years ago had 
not been met..The satyagraha was 
Started on 14 March 1978 demanding 
reservation of jobs for nadars com- 
mensurate with the percentage of the 
Community’s strength in the state's 
Population and other such demands— 
. “Indu (Letha Nair, Trivandrum) 


BID DIPET: The Siddipet College lectur- 
S unanimously decided to withdraw 
Th. Invigilation by the staff members. 
in Sy alleged that the students appear- 

aba for the examinations have be 
the Sing, intimidating and threatening 
Staff members. Student leaders say 
plet the syllabus has not been com- 
also d due to inadequate staff. They 
from ~ vanded the withdrawal of police 
Press (p College campus—Indian Ex- 
(P. Janardhana Rao, Hyderabad) 
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“man of village Sakra and married to a 


passenger on board a domestic Indian 


een . 
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suspected of practising witchcraft, were 
ytor to death by villagers at 
ushidhap village, the superintendent 
of police, Mr Asit Choudhury said 
yesterday (11 April). Four villagers had 
taken iland the people there believed : 
that they, would not recover unless the | Proof...particularly these gays E 
three women, all aged over 50 were |К. Hegde, Janata Party” general 
done away with, the SP said—Times of | Secretary 
India (O. P. Bajaj, Varanasi) | 


MALDA (West Bengal): Three women, Wi 


In politics you have to be shock 


Our intent is not to split the party, 
| we just want the implementation of 


|the five-point programme—Akbar 
| Ahmed ў 


| I notice you always do things con- 
j trary to what we say and then make 
' excuses—Indira Gandhi to Darbara 
| Singh, Punjab chief minister 


If MPs and MLAs from other states 
consider it their duty to come and 
| make a report on the commurial 
clashes in the state, MPs and MLAs | 
of Tamil Nadu should have the ~ 
right to visit other states where 
such communal clashes take 
place—M. G. Ramachandran 


SIMLA: A student who received his 
degree at the seventh convocation of 
the Himachal University yesterday (14 
April) turned to the audience, held up 
the degree and said the certificate had 
no value. He then displayed a paper 
hung around his neck which read, *uni- 
versity authorities, we- hate you. You 
are playing with our lives.", The vice- | 
chancellor, Dr L. P. Singh who had pre- 
sented the degree told the student that 
within a year, he would know the value 
of the degree. Among those who witnes- 
sed the incident were the union finance 
minister, Mr Pranab Mukherjee and the 
Himachal Pradesh Governor, Mr A. N. 
Banerji—Hindu (B. Suryanarayanan, 
Madras) : 


І hope sincerely that we do not goto _ 
war, but who knows—Margaret ` 
Thatcher 3 


Here is the Argentine flag and, with 
all due respect to Great Britain апа — 
its people, they will have to under- 
stand that the world has changed 
and certain things of the past can- 
not return—Leopoldo Galtieri, 
President of Argentina * 


GADAG (Karnataka): Due to non- 
availability of tickets the city bus ser- 
vice has been stopped since 12 April. 
There is no possibility of resuming the; 
service unless they get tickets from 
Hubli or Bangalore, it is learnt.—De- | 
ccan Herald (D. V. Srinivas, Bagalkot) 


NAWADA (Bihar): A 10-year-old boy of 
village Sagma in Warsaliganj district 
and son of a college teacher was alleged- 
ly kidnapped on 16 April by a wealthy 


22-year-old girl, according to the police. 
A case has been registered and a 
vigorous search for the boy is on— 
Indian Nation (S. M.. Fakhrullah, | 
Gomoh, Bihar) | 


— 


NEW DELHI: An inquiry by the Central | ^ fe 2 

Bureau of Investigation has been | We have no drugs, we have no 
ordered into the reported presence of | gambling, we have no prostitution, _ 
human hair in a lunch packet and dead Meam йере ШЫ E: 
i i dding container of in E ICE castro: 
insects) in LR IE c Indian | Cuban President : s MM 


A. politician keeps his mo 
and mind shut while a j 
his mind open an 
Hidayatullah 


If I come once 
television and leave an 
the viewers, why shoul: 
grudge it?—Kamles 
igned as director-ge 
arshan 


каер was luck: 


Airlines flight last December and serv- 
ing of rotten omlette on a Calcutta- 
Delhi flight in January this year. This 
was announced in the Lok Sabha today ` 
(16 April) by Mr A. P. Sharma, minister 
for tourism and civil aviation—Srates- 
man (R. Sekar, Calcutta) 


PHAGWARA: Beware, before you open 
doors to a woman at night. One Jeeta of 
Beer Dhandoli village let a seemingly | 
helpless woman in, who said she wanted 
to stay for a night. And along came a my life—V. 
gang of armed men. They robbed the defeated | 
kind hostess of gold and cash worth Rs te : 
20,000. Fees have asked villa- | 
gers through public announcements not 
to open doors a nkn 

woman— Indian 
Prabhu, Solan) 
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ў ШЫРТ T № 
A splash of soda or water, а tinkle of ice, a quick stir 
and it is ready. The drink that will pamper your 
throat and add freshness to youreday. Kissan Orange R- М ; 1 
Squash is made from the choicest sun drenched ч , J 7 
oranges brimming with nutrients and energy, ; Nes 
A pre-blended;ready. : 
it need 


quash comes in all yc avours Squashes: Lemon, Lime, Orange, Mango, —— 
ata price within your no ne Juice Cordial, Lemon barley water. 
TEE s | Crushes: Grape, Pineapple, Orange. ү 
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ARIES (15 ApriL—14 May) This 
(92 should prove to be a success- 
ful week for you, on the whole. 
«Т, The domestic front will remain 
A calm and be a source of joy 
and inspiration for you. A lucky week for 
those in service: chances are that you will be 
promoted this week. A special word of 
suggestion to businessmen: this week your 
prospects are good, so do not hesitate to 
enter into new deals. A letter will bring good 
news. This is not a good week for romance. 
Good dates: 11, 12 and 13. Lucky numbers: 1, 
2 and 5. Favourable direction: South. 


$ d y 
9 LEY) prove to be, by and large, a 
e 9 МАЛ favourable week for you. Pros- 


pects.are bright for businessmen. However, 
a word of advice: do not take unnecessary 
risks. For those in service, this is a week of 
opportunities. Make every effort to push forth 
your plans and you will be crowned with 
Success. Keep a watch on your health. 
Romance is not well signified. Check ex- 
travagance. Good dates: 9, 11 and 13. Lucky 
numbers: 3, 4 and 8. Favourable direction: 
East. 


cept for the cloud looming over 
your domestic front, this will 


GEMINI (15 June—14 July) This 
is a week of mixed fortunes. 
You will have good reasons to 
feel nervous and anxious. The 
attitude of friends and mem- 
bers of your family may worry you. You are 
likely to feel lonely in the course of the week. 
Friends and relatives will shun you. Howev- 
er, do not get depressed. This is a very good 


- 
a 


. Week for romance. So seek the love and 


happiness you have been missing, from your 
beloved. Watch your health closely this 
week. Good dates: 12, 13 and 15. Lucky 
numbers: 2, 4 and 6. Favourable directions: 
Southeast and Northwest. 


CANCER (15 July—14 August) 
Financially, this is a pretty 
favourable week for you. You 
will be in a position to repay 
most of your debts. This is not 
à good week for making drastic changes. 
However, in case it is absolutely necessary 
for you to make changes, make sure that 
you consult your elders before making any 
moves. Do not get upset if you are opposed 
by members of your family. Look forward to 
a letter that will bring good news. Good dates: 


9, 12 and 15, Lucky numbers: 3, 6 апа 9 
Favourable direction: West, ae 


{оозе һот between 15 April and 14 May: Most of you are born witha As a result; you frequently suffer from financial losses. i 
towania aoe Of independence. Consequently, you are attracted ® surprising if you run into enormous debts. However, due no 
DEE USiness rather than the services. You make successful permanent feature and you repay them with ; 'uncar arity 
publishing j, SSPecially when your business deals with paper, You have famous bfothers; but the Strongest influ jur | 
coment 9 houses, jute, cotton, silk or items of luxury. Success comes from your migther. Your Versatility tak n lif 
9 You easily, but you have a tendency of taking undue risks. Although few of you have a smooth begin 
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day week Beginning’9 Мау 


TAURUS (15 May—14 June) Ex- | 
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„LEO (15 August —14 September) 

«Ап excellent opportunity lies in 

store for you towards the end 

of the week. Take full advan- 

tage of it and you will have luck 

smiling on you. This will be a very lucky 

week for you. Your plans are likely to be 

praised by those in authority. If you are in 

business, lucrative deals are coming your 

way. Friends and relatives will rally around 

and keep you busy during the evenings. 

Watch your health. Check extravagance. 

Good dates: 9, 11 and 13. Lucky numbers: 2, 4 
and 7. Favourable direction: North 

matters of the heart. Your part- 


GR 
UGA ner will be extremely under- 


standing, so do not lose time in making the 
Proposal you have in mind. The professional 
front looks bright. Luckier ones among you 
may get a promotion. Businessmen, too will 
make rapid progress. However, a word of 
warning: do not enter into controversies or 
disputes. Watch you health and check ex- 
travagance. Good dates: 10, 12 and 14, Lucky 
numbers: 3, 6 and 9. Favourable direction: 
West. - i 


ber) This is a week of bright 
prospects for those involved in 


LIBRA (15 October—14 Novem- 

[N ber) This may turn out to be a 
ty rather disappointing week for 
AQT you. Your current assignment 
7-24 may fall through. А new under- 
taking may not yield the results you have 
been expecting. Do not feel unduly worried if 
you have to depend on your friends to a very 
large extent. Relatives, may not be very 
dependable this week. A word of advice: try 


not to depend too much on others, but be: 


determined and brave the crisis with forti- 
tude. Good dates: 11, 13 and 15. Lucky 
numbers: 1, 4 and 8. Favourable direction: 
East. 


SCORPIO (15 November—14 De- 

cember) A week of excellent 

opportunities awaits you if you 

aré involved in creative pur- 

suits. Do not hesitate to launch 
a new venture: it will turn out to be success- 
ful. Young ones among you are advised to 
take initiative and plunge forth. Financially, 
this is a lucky period for you: you will be in a 
position to repay your debts. A letter towards 
the end of the week will bring you good 
news. Check extravagance. Good dates: 9, 
12 and 15. Lucky numhers: 3, 6 and 9. 
Favourable direction: Northeast. 


VIRGO (15 Sepfember—14 Octo- | 


‘lookout for work may find a job. Others will 


Е NE 


By AMRITLAL 


SAGITTARIUS (15 December— 
14 January) This weeh you will 
be bothered by innumerable 
problems. A journey may help 
Solve some of your problems. 
Others are advised to let your intuition be 
your guide this week. This is a good week for 
creative artists. A new assignment will keep 
you busy and help you win the praise of 
those in authority. The domestic front will 
remain peaceful. However, do not take too , 
many liberties with your sweetheart, Good 
dates: 9, 10 and 14. Lucky numbers: 5, 7 and 
9. Favourable direction: Southeast. 
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CAPRICORN (15 January—14 

A February) Most of your press- 
№ < ing problems are likely to be 
tH solved this week. Moreover, 

> CE Д your efforts will be crowned 
with success. However, a word of warning: 
your enemies will be very active this week, 
so be on your guard. The financial front does 
not look particularly bright. You may have to 
make fresh loans. However, the domestic 
front will remain calm and be a source of joy 
and inspiration for you. Romance is well 
signified this week. Good dates: 10, 13 and 
14. Lucky numbers: 1, 5 and 6. Favourable 
direction: West. 
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AQUARIUS (15 February—14 
—— March) A week of mixed for- 
9—7, tune is in store for you. Unwise 

POE investment may lead to finan- 

cial losses. On the other hand, 
those involved in matters of the heart are 
likely to have a very pleasant time this week. 

Your partner will be complying and make this 

a happy week for you. Elders and those in 

authority are going to treat you with respect. 

Children will turn out to be very demanding. 

Caution: do not lose your temper. Check 

extravagance. Good dates: 12, 13 and 15. 

Lucky numbers: 3, 7 and 8. Favourable direc- 

tions: South and Northeast. 


PISCES (15 March—14 April) 
Pisceans, keep a sharp watch 
on your health this week. The 
# K domestic front is going to pose 

C Nsevere problems for you. You 
are going to have some very serious mis- 
understanding with your spouse. Do not lose 
your temper, but deal with the situation _ 
tactfully, the storm will pass. Those on the _ 


be praised for your efforts. Check extrava: 
gance. Good! dates: 9, 11 and 14, Lucky 
numbers: 1, 3 and 9. Favourable direction 
East. , Ao 
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entire mouth 


DEN. /AL CR; lad A M The sky-blue mouth 
, è purifier in Flash will Sparkling clean and 


| freshen your breath fresh. No wonder 


themomentyoustart Flash 
| 6 ( sh won the world 
dw brushing your teeth lecti j 
| : 2 ; 2 r . Selection award.in 
Flash a smile Pass iton А and will leave your Vienna for its quality 
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for total mouthcare. 
Because the care that 
comes in Flash will 
brighten your healthy 
smile day after day. 
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SEITE HIM, YOU LILY-LIVERED LOT, 
OR ILL SEND YOU TO THE CIRCUS 
TO BE THROWN TO THE LIONS / 
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IT'S NOT FAIR! HE DIDN'T WAIT 
FOR ME TO WAKE UP TO PLAY HIS 
PRACTICAL JOKE ! ITS NOT FAR! 


You REFUSED To TALK, DRUID, 
BUT PERHAPS YOUR FRIEND WILL 
PROVE MORE LOQUACIOUS UNDER 
TORTURE TOMORROW / 


WEAN, 


ЖА 


ILL ВЕ LOQUACIOUS ALL 
RIGHT! ILL LOQUACE LIKE 
NO ONE EVER LOQUACED 
BEFORE ! 
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CS 
Kasparov (Black) to move 


ETT 


‘Having written last week about Kasparov's joint 
victory in the Soviet championship, | began io 
think ita little unfair to have published one of his 
losses, so today justice will be done. 
Kasparov's dynamic style of play is particularity 
impressive when he adopts the Sicilian Defence. 
His marvellous fee! for the initiative tells him 
exactly when he can switch to the counier- 
offensive and the sharp tactical nature of the 
__ positions suits him. іп the following game ho 
demonstrates the power of the freeing move 
P-04, which as anyone who has read the good 


С бо тоту iex things happened on this 
get irom ve tinal of the world championship 
het f think of it as the ‘however’ hand. 


- . Dealer, South Game ail 
A 


an the cocktail made of 


gin etc., what is a martini? 


(s will know is the classic counter-thrust in 
We Sicilian. The trouble «s that in practice you 
tend to get lumbered with an isolated queen 5 
pawn for nothing and a sudden revulsion for: 
chess books. The point to be grasped is that 
P-O4 is only a legitimate move, when White's 
position has in some way beet) weakened ot 
overextended. Kasparov shows good timing and 
devastating accuracy in the ensuing counter- 
attack A 


White: Tseshkovsky Black: Kasparov 
Sicilian Defence 
1 Р-К4 P-QB4 4 NxP N-QB3 
2 N-KB3 P-K3 5 N-QB3 Р-03 
3 P-04 PxP 6 P-KN3 : 
A solid if conservative system. The only trouble is 
that Tseshkovsky's intentions are neither solid 
nor conservative. 
бюз. N-B3 9 P-QRA 0-0 
7 B-N2 10 QN-K2 
8 0-0 B-K2 
Embarking on a plan which smacks of artificial- 
ity. Normal would be R-K1, B-K3 or even P-QN3. 
10... R-B1 12 P-R3  Q-B2 
11 P-QB3 P-OR3 13 P-KN4  P-Q4! 
Justified by the weakening effect of White's last 
~ move 
14 PxP NxP 15 BxN 
If Whife is not going to admit that his 13th move 
was stupid he must play this. 
1595 PxB 16 N-B4  B-QB4 
Black cannot protect his QP, nor does he want to. 
Its disappearance will give his pieces the scope 
they are looking for, 
17 N-N3  B-R2 18 QxP B-K3! 
A beautiful move, forcing White to open the KB 
file against his own king. With the peeling away 


of Whitc’s kingside deiences, pawns become 


Most players would be happy to open One Club 
on the South hand. However, in the match bet- 
ween America and Pakistan Levin preferred 1NT 
and the bidding continued: 


SOUTH WEST NORTH EAST 
Levin > Nisar Solodar. Nishat 
INT No 29 

2NT No з 


4% Мо 
54 No 
No No 


North's Two Diamonds was forcing Staynian. 
The players did well to finish in clubs, for if the 
trumps are 3-2 Six Clubs is a better spot than Six 
Hearts, which always fails against a Spade lead. 


.. Instead of leading a Spade, West chose à heart, 


This sort of lead has a habit of killing partner's 
-Q x x or similar, Now it presented South with 12 


9. What is a sleet? 


10. A Samson's post is something you: 


"would find on a ship. What is it?. 


11.1n Greek mythology, who is the god of ; 
corn? à 


12. What is a sky ray? 

13. Who first ascended into the Stratos- 
phere in a ballon? 

14. In Hindu mythology, what is Patala? 
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irrelevant. 

19 NxB PxN 20 O-K4 

After 20 QxP+ K-R1 White would have no goog 
way to parry the threat of O-N6+. Now he plans 
to meet the check with Q-N2, but he is in for a 
surprise. (DIAGRAM) 

20 v. RxP! 22 O-N?  BxR« 
21 RxR Q-N64 23 K-Bi k 
A Ìast desperate attempt to exchange the queens, 
lf 23 K-R1, then 21 . . , Q-06 22 QxB R-B1 23 
Q-N2 R-BB+ 24 K-R2 0-03+ 25 Q-N3 R-R8. 
winning the Queer 

23. va O-K4! 

Decisive 1? 24 QxB R-B1 or 24 КХВ R-B1«. 26 
K-N' Q-K6^ 26 K-R2 Р 

24 0-B4 — OxB 26 Resigns. 

25 QxB Q-854 


Queenside Majority 
White: Doriman. Black: Trois 
ОР Upening 
RxR« * 
R-QB1 
BxR 
B-N2 
PxB 
PxQ 
N-04 
N-B6 
NxP + 
N-~B6 
QN-KS 27 NO K-81 
A-QB1 28 А NxP 
Q-N3 29 BLN; Resioris. 
15 KR-B1 0-0 
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CHAEL STEAN 


tricks: he has only to draw trumps and lead a 
diamond. However, Levin miscounted his tricks 
and after two róunds of clubs he played a 
diamond and sustained a ruft. According to 
Phillip Alder's report in the Bulletin, Levin left the 
table at the end of the session still unaware of his 
error, . 


At the other tato South again declined to open 
One Ciub and the bidding went: 


SOUTH WEST NORTH EAST 
Rodwell Masood Meckstrota 
No 19 14 
3a ANT No 
No 6% Мо 
Мо 


North's 4NT was, | would Say, amateurish: the 
Contract will not depend on Aces. East did lead a 
Spade, so it was a ‘flat board : 
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GET OUT OF MY 
BEAN BAG... 
WANT TO SULK 


THE SULKER m 
пуття ds 
if By 
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60 SULK IN 
A DINING 
ROOM CHAIR 
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I CANT SEE THE TV 
FROM BACK THERE.. 


1 NEED THAT BEAN BA6.. 
YOU TAKE THE CHAIR! 


A magazine for the intelligent 
woman. Offers a unique 
assortment of features 


on fashion, interior 
decoration, 

the household, 
sewing, 


cookery, 
plus entertaining 
- short stories, films... 
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ALTHOUGH Mr Biju Patnaik has 
been readmitted to the Lok Dal, 
can there be any real reconciliation 
- between him and Chaudhury Char- 
an.Singh? The answer is a definite 
no but both of them are maintain- 
ing a tactful silence on the issue for 
the time being. Mr Patnaik is quite 
certain that the Chaudhury will 
expel him from the Lok Dal soon 
after the forthcoming Assembly 
elections. Mr Charan Singh, on his 
Part, is equally certain that Mr 
Patnaik will not give in tó him and 
will definitely not ditch Mr Chan- 


FREE FOR ALLAT - 
CONG(I) MEETING 
CONG(I) MEETING - 


ON the eve of the Lok Sabha 
byelection in Bayana constituency 
‘of Rajasthan, the State government 
has gone all out to win over the 
people of Dholpur which forms an 
` Assembly segment of the consti- 
tuency. It has decided to make 
Dholpur into a full-fledged district. 
or this announcement which was 
to be made by chief minister Shiy 
-Charan Mathur, a meeting was 
organised on 15 April, at which 
former chief minister Jagannath 
Pahadia was also present. He could 
not be left out of the meeting as the 
byelection was necessitated by his 
resignation as MP on becoming 
chief minister. But just as he got up 
- to speak, the supporters of Mr 
Mathur and Congress(I) MP Rajesh 
. Pilot . started heckling him. Mr 
Paltadia could not finish his speech. 
€ meeting ended in a fre or al] 
between the pro-Mathur and pro- 
` Pahadia groups. If this is the state 
- of affairs in the ruling party then: 
will the: creation of any number of- 
new districts help? 025 
ee 


us 


` President and Mrs Reddy: enjoying the last few 


Ё £ Fi "ur dm 
days in office 


BIJU WILL QUIT LOK DAL 


dra Shekhar. It is evident that Mr 
Biju Patnaik will join the Janata 

Party soon after 19 May. In such an 

eventuality, the Orissa unit òf the. 
Janata Party will be the most 

embarrassed, for its leaders had 

declared with great fervour at the 

Ahmedabad session of the unity 

talks that they would be ready to 

join hands with anybodyexcept Pat. 

naik. Mr Samarendra Kundu (for- 

mer union minister and Janata 

leader in Orissa) had, at that time, 

also threatened to quit the party if 

Mr Biju Patnaik was taken in. 


REWARDED FOR 
MISCONDUCT - 
eh е oy 


WHAT happens to Youth Congres- 
5(1) functionaries who fall foul of 
the law but still remain in the good 
books of the party leadership? They 
get kicked upstairs. Mr Jagdish 
Sehgal was recently removed from 
the presidentship of the East Delhi- 
Youth Congress(I) district commit- 
tee after he had been arrested for 
trying to occupy a piece of land at 
Shahadra at Bun point. At the 
Delhi Youth Congress(I) meeting 
on 24 April addressed by Mr Rajiv 
Gandhi, president Ghulam Nabi 
Azad announced that Mr Sehgal 
Was being.appointed to a higher 
post: he. was being made general 
Secretary of the Delhi Youth Con. 
gress(I) The meeting was also 
marked by véry vocal display of 
disaffection with party affairs. Mr ^ 
Rajiv Gandhi had to sit and listen 
o party workers saying that they 
were being “treated like bonded 
labour." The president of the Sadar 
district committee added, *We 
have been betrayed. Please save us 
from being sold." ; г 
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PRESIDENT GOES” 


SIGHTSEEING 
Ec ee c чы ышы з. 


PRESIDENT Neelam Sanjiva Red- 
dy is finally reconciled to the in. 
evitable: he will not serve a Second 
term in office. So as the search for 
his successor is on (various names 
from R. Venkataraman to B, D. 
Jatti are being mentioned), he is 
making the best of his remainin 

few daysin office sightseeing. Hg 
came to Calcutta on 28 April with. 
out any official engagement. He 
spent the day visiting the tradition- 
al pilgrimage spots like Dak- 
shineswar and Belur and even took 
a look at the Botanical gardens! 


KESRI'S BLUFF 
CALLED 


MR Sitaram Kesri, AICC(I) treasur- 
er and union minister, has been 
particularly vocal in his criticism of 
Maneka Gandhi since the saas-bahu 
conflict came out in the open. He 
has been consistently maintaining 
that Maneka played no part in 
Sanjay's political life and that the 
Opposition is using her for their 
own ends. Last month, while he was 
holding forth at his vitriolic best in 
the central hall of Parliament, 
Someone at last managed to put him 
in his place. It was Janata Party 
president Chandra Shekhar who. 


HV3NVHS d33QNOS 


Kesri: vendetta against Maneka 


cut him short with - these words: 4 
“Why do you talk such nonsense? 
What use does the opposition have 
for a fight between the mother-in: 
aw and daughter-in-law? If you 
don't keep quiet now, I will have to 
reveal all those things that you 


` used to tell me against Indira Gan- 


dhi and Sanjay during the days of 
the Janata governmient. Shall Lin 
peat those very words with whic! 
you used to abuse Sanjay and his 
mother?” Mr. Sitaram Kesri was 
dumbstruck and quietly left the 
place without uttering another 
word, 


D. E. NIZAMUDDIN 
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Somebody has an eye on your money 
| 


| Watch. 


However smart you are, 
there's always a pickpocket 
smarter than you. That's 
one good reason to carry 
IOB Travellers' Cheques. 
Issued free of charge at over 
800 IOB branches all over 
India. Accepted at Indian 
Airlines offices, leading 

| hotels and banks, travel 

| agencies and major railway ; s 

| Stations. In convenient t 

| denominations of Rs. 1000/- ІОВ Travellers’ Cheques | 

| S. 500/-, Rs. 100/- and . 

Rs. 50]^. | risk-free ready cash 


T OQ Indian Overseas Bank 
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Mugpot. 
When a poor guy 
slogs harder than the 
rest for the Eco paper, 
the guys at college call 
him *Mugpot". 
The girls never 

smiled at me or gave 


me ‘The Look’. They'd 
turn their backs on 
me...and sniff. 


The only girl who 
ever spoke to me was 
my sister. 

But her friends 
wanted my notes. Oh, 
yes, they wanted my 
notes alright. Her 
friends never asked me, 
they'd ask her. I was so 
fed up. 


I took up the 
next best thing, 
Birdwatching, 

Kingfishers and 
Bing birds. 

One day, while 
watching Bul Buls, my 

ife changed. 

My eyes were glued 
to the binoculars, when 
something entirely 
different came into 

focus. 

Two neat numbers 
were strolling down the 
road towards my house. 
One of them was my 

pesky sister. The 
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other...whew! The other 
was a Number 12. (If 
you've seen Bo Derek, 
you know what I 
mean.) 

I ran inside, 
drenched myself with 
after shave (Brut!) 

d my arms being 
terribly under- 
nourished, I rolled 
my sleeves down. 

A cry of Mugseee’ 
shrilled out. My voice 
quavered out an 


answer. Then the girls | 


were in the doorway. 
"Mugsy, my friend 
wants to borrow..." 

“Hi!” said The 
Vision. 

My hands were wet 
and my heart was on 
its worst behaviour. 
“You look Ш” said The 
Vision, and the notes 
slipped out of m 
hands and Scattered 
over the floor. 

"Why, I'm fine,” I: 
said, trying to growl 
from the pit o my 
Stomach. 

“But you do look 
feverish,” The Dream 
insisted. Just then my 
sister left the room. 
The ‘Dream’ leaned 
towards me and 
whispered, “Say, I 


"ys 


until I learnt to Tingle wit 


know something that 

will really perk you up... 
“Have you ever 

Tingled?” 

I almost choked. 
Was I hearing things. . 
"Ting..Tingle..heh..heh 
wel Га love to.” My 
throat felt like sand- 
paper. 

My sister returned 
and they whispered ~ 
among themselves. I 
Saw my sister nodding 
vigorously. She went to 
the fridge and returned 
with three chilled 
bottles of Tingler. 

“Hey!” I said, “that 
stuff is strictly for the 
birds and the weight- 
watchers.” 


"It's for everybody,” — 


the girls purred. “And 
you're going to Tingle.” 

“Now, take a sip, 
and concentrate on 
four tongue,” I took a 
ongish sip, and felt the 
delicious SUE of 
chilled, tan lemons... 
mmm. lovely 

"Don't swallow. 
Swirl your tongue 
around. Right! Can you 
feel it? Huh? Can you 
feel the Tingle?” 

I rolled my tongue 
around..and a million 


taste that Tingles, 


watching was my scene, 


h them. 


bubbles popped against 
my palate..and then | 
felt it. A Tingling 
sensation sprea ing 
slowly all over. It was 
Wow! In sheer excite- 
ment, I burst out: 

“Tm Tingling!” 

“Keep going,” she 
said. “Take small sips 
and concentrate on the 
flavour.” I felt a gradual 
flow of confidence in 
my veins. My voice lost 
its quaver, and my 
knees didn’t dance. 

When we finished, 
Sis ran off to get 
another three bottles of 
ap 


I sat there like a 
puppy looking deep 
into the eyes of “12”, 

And then, (Heaven 
must look kindly on 
me), the lights blew 


out. 
Thank God for 
power failures, 
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“I dont believe a visit 

to the health club makes a man 
exclusive. ea. S 
Nor even the initials on his swim-suit. 
| believe in an appearance 

that's personal. 

A look that says it all without 

having to say a word... 


But first, 
| asuper-smooth sha 
| to give me the edge! 
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In two years, the Congress(I)-ruled state of Andhra Pradesh— 
one of the most secure and stable states for Mrs Gandhi—has 
witnessed the rule of four chief ministers. Mrs Gandhi removed 
Dr Channa Reddy and inducted Mr T. Anjaiah. With charges of |. 


inefficiency piling up against him, Mr Anjaiah was given the The World 54 
marching orders. In came Mrs Gandhi's handpicked man, Mr B. Asterix 63 
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found that her choice had been a wrong one. Why are chief 
ministers being changed so often? Was the change in the 
Andhra Pradesh leadership effected because of the impending 
Assembly elections? SuNDAY correspondents piece together 
| |the downfall of Bhavanam Venkataram and analyse the 

political implications. Page 16 
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The top brass among the army and navy have, for a long time, 
been wanting an air-strike force of their own. The air force, 
however, would not like to lose its superiority over the army or 
the navy. How advantageous would an air-strike force be to the 
army or the navy? Lt Gen E. A. Vas (Retired) examines the 
controversy. Page 24 


Editor M. J. Akbar 


Within a few me; 
districts of Qro 
Suffered an 


ths of the devastating cyclone, eight of the 13 
rissa saw unprecedented floods: 52 lakh people 
d property worth lakhs of rupees was damaged. The 
nment, even in the face of such a crisis, has done 
j contrary, thor to alleviate the peoples' problems. On the 
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Ж, The color TV era has finally arrived in India. We share 
) the excitement with you. And are happy to bring 
| i you the best color TV. 


The best, because we've been anticipating the - 
arrival of color TV for the last 1 


components. And perfected color Tv technology 

most appropriate for our country, : 

Уй пое 8 a decade's experience of making 
© nation’s best black & white TV, we now present 

lv COLOR Р 


‚ A superior product of the most 
advanced electronics research, a 


Electronics Corporation 
Hyderabad-500 762 


of India Limited 
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Wills Filter. The standard of 
excellence in cigarette smoking 
for almost two decades now. 

To millions of smokers, 
Wills Filter is the last word in 
taste — the taste of choice 
tobaccos carefully blended. 

| and married to just j 
| the right filter. 
1 Wills Filter. 
| Once you've 
' tied it, you stay 
withrit.- 
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Now is the time 
Time to sit back 
Put up your feet 
Time to relax 

Sit back and relax. 
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of Hindi-speaking 
states are trying to do 
may be good for Hindi 
f but not for the coun- 
try’s emotional integration. Their 
zeal for greater use of Hindi in their 
own areas may create an unfavour- 
able reaction in non-Hindi states. 
And even if their intentions are 
honest they may unwittingly divide 
the country into Hindi-India and 
non-Hindi India. 

The effort is a sequel to a closed- 
door meeting of the chief ministers 
of Madhya Pradesh, Rajasthan, 
Bihar, Haryana and Himachal 
Pradesh—all of them have Hindi as 
their official language—earlier this 
year. Mr Vishwanath Pratap Singh, 
the then UP chief minister, was the 

ost and the meeting was held in 
New Delhi. The purpose was to 
adopt “a policy” on the use of a 
oan type of Hindi in govern- 
ATE a in Hindi-speaking 
RENS € minutes of the meeting 

бү de available to even a 
them in Ба member who asked for 
year) question on 31 March this 
кее ныл тор Ген i the meet 

y un Branden simple and easi- 
government we ү сше be used in 
di terms coin х .” In fact, the Hin- 
lowers or D ed —thanks to the fol- 
Zealot, who di Raghuvira, a Hindi 
а80—аге so dm nearly two decades 
аге beyong uskritised that they 

Em the comprehension of 

a The Hindi 
en Puter is so long 
рае taken in writing or 

enough for a compu- 
a difficult proposi- 


Th 
meet; x 
an officer PES decision to set up 
king de committee of Hindi- 
jue for adopting uni- 
.S°vernment work is 


exc 
$Ptionable, However, it 


SPeakj 


is a duplication of work because the 
Hindi directorate in the home 
ministry and the office of the offi- 
cial language commission in New 
Delhi are spending much time and 
money in doing the same thing. 
While introducing Hindi in various 
government departments, they are 
evolving terminology and appropri- 
ate equivalents. (There were moré 
central government servants. doing 
work in Hindi during the Janata 
period than today). 

Where the meeting has gone 
grievously wrong is in its recom- 
mendations which go beyond the 
language issue. The meeting has 
recommended that “the question of 
naming roads etc., after the names 
of eminent writers be considered. 
Apart from the fact that the prac- 
tice of changing names of roads is a 
foolish exercise, the recommenda- 
tion, if implemented, may demar- 
cate the country even roadwise, 
each state having roads by the 
name of the literary figures of its 

ficial language. | 
B ee recommendation in fact 
dilutes the language policy fo f 
lowed so far. It wants the use o 


dence among 
*made 


formu- 


ing the prime minis: 
during. p non-Hindi 


to be 
The 


tership а 
states vigorously agita 


was ha LAGE 
NS he centre in 
state or the 

аа E Hindi and that 6 ерү 
world be in the language 

` free to send 
vsu ult 
ү, NE. If only Hin- 


m nomn-HInt "speaking states 
aii in Hindi Pind! states 


all Po Up against this prac 
ca 
tice. 
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And for the meetin to deci 
that "all posssible йо be es 
for making the Third World Hindi 
Conference ir*Delhi a sugcess* is to 
play with fire. The Tamil Nadu 
government’s association with the 
World Tamil Conference was bad 
enough, for Hindi-speaking states 
to follow suit would be worse. Their 
action can have wider repercus- 
sions because fears about. the im- 
position of Hindi can revive. Im- 
agine all states holding world con- 
ferences for their languages, 

A government should have no- 
thing to do with a conference to 
glorify a particular language. It is a 
Chauvinistic act and can lead to 
pitting one state against another or 
one segment of a population 
against the other since there are 
different linguistic groups in every 
state. The very idea of a meeting of 5 
chief ministers of only Hindi- 
speaking states was ill conceived. 
Nobody thought of its implications: 
suppose non-Hindi states were to 
have a meeting to formulate a poli- L: 
cy on the use of the other official E = 
language, English. Even if Hindi- E 
speaking states have a uniform E 3 
policy on Hindi, how does that help E! 
Hindi or the country as a whole? ж 

I have always held that the 
greatest harm to Hindi has been 
done by zealots of Hindi. They 
spoilt things when the non-Hindi 
population was coming round to 
accepting Hindi. All over the south 
thousands of people were learning 
Hindi with official encouragement 
in the late Forties and Fifties. Mr 
Rajagopalachari, who became Indi- 
a's first governor-general, was in 
the forefront of the movement for 
spreading Hindi. Dakshini Prachar- 
ik Nidhi, with Mahatma Gandhi's 
blessings, did a commendable job 
and continued to do so long after 
India won freedom. 

Then came the Hindi agitation in 
the mid '60s in UP and elsewhere in 
the north. Ás a reaction to that 
came the anti-Hindi agitation in the 
south. Hindi received a setback 
from which it is yet to recover. 
Many private institutions in the 
south have begun teaching Hindi 
and thousands have again started 
learning the language. Now, again 
Hindi zealots are spoiling their 
cause by holding meetings like the 
one held in Delhi. | 

True, Hindi has to replace En- | 
glish one day, not because Hindi is 
superior to other regional lan- 

uages but because it is understood 
bs the majority of Indians. In a 
democracy where numbers count, a. 
language of the few made “nation- 
al" cannot but make a ‘mockery of 
the system. But Hindiwallas have 
missed thé bus; now they must wait 
till the non-Hindi population is 
ready to adopt Hindi. Exclusive 
attempts to “push” Hindi will only 
fusther harm Hindi, 
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Rajiv Gandhi апа Azad: disagreement 

Ghulam bi Azad, the new deputy law minister, 
and Mr Rajiv Gandhi have had their first tussle, it is 
reliably ! at. The disagreement concerns Capt. 
Davar, a service officer, who had resigned and joined 
the Indian Youth Congress(I) as its press adviser. Mr 
Gandhi had wished to appoint him as the joint 
secretary of the organisation. This, however, .was 


strongly opposed by Mr Azad,president of the IYC(I) 
who,apprehensive of losing his influence in the 
IYC(D,did everything he could to thwart the move. The 
result: Capt. Davar now finds himself in an innocuous 
post, assisting Mr Arun Nehru at the Sanjay Gandhi 
Memorial Trust. The first round, it seems, has gone to 
Mr Azad. 


Parthasarathi planned PM’s tour 


While the foreign office and the PM's secretariat are 
officially responsible for the planning of Mrs Gandhi's 
tours abroad, the visit to Moscow is being handled by 
Mr С. Parthasarathi, the adviser, foreign affairs. 
Although he is not a signatory to the Official Secrets 

xe Mrs Gandhi's programme in Moscow 
has been worked out between the ubiquitous Mr 
Parthasarthi and the Soviet ambassador in New Delhi. 


IB makes a faux pas 
.— Makes a faux pas 


The top brass of the intelligence bureau have 
[ceived a dressing down from the Prime Minister 
cause of their failure to correctly report the antece- 
t ents of a newly inducted union deputy minister. After 
lean earing.in ceremony of 2 September, Mrs Gandhi 
minis t to her dismay that one of the new deputy 
acts SIS Was having an affair with an Indian lady who 
герц; the honorary consul for a small Indian Ocean 
form lle „in New Delhi. Though the two are not 
ШУ married, they have entered into a contractual 
€ popularly known as maitri karar at Ahmeda- 
€re such “marriages” are common). There 1s 
8 Wrong in this kind of a relationship, except 
his oath Mister cannot be expected to truly adhere fo 
life ha Of office and secrecy when the woman in his 
S Open links with a foreign country. 
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RSS to control 
two newspapers in MP 


.The Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS) has de- 
cided to directly control all newspapers which formally 
back the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP). It plans to 
begin this process in Madhya Pradesh, where the BJP: 
15 certain it will be able to snatch power from the 
Congress(I) in the 1985 elections. It is with this end in 
view that the party leadership has selected Bhopal as 
the venue of their annual session at the end of this 
year. The newspapers in question are: Yugdharma, a 
Hindi daily-published from Jabalpur and Raipur and 
Swadesh a Hindi daily published from Indore, Bhopal 
and Gwalior. Though many BJP and RSS leaders àre 
shareholders of the companies which run the papers, 
the papers are running at a loss. The RSS leader, Mr 
Bala Saheb Deoras, has posted one of his most trusted 
lieutenants to oversee the running of the papers. The 
lieutenant does not have an official designation, nor is 
a member of the company, but his authority over the 
finances, and editorial management will be para- - 
mount. 


IAS vs IPS in Maharashtra 


The IAS bureaucrats in the home ministry, govern- 
ment of Mahrashtra, seem to be locked in a power 
struggle with the top brass of the Indian Police Service 
(IPS) in the state. Though the centre has directed that 
the seniormost officer of the IPS cadre in the state be 
appointed as the director general of police, a post 
'created in Maharashtra from 1 July 1982, no one has 
yet been appointed. The two persons eligible for this 
position are Mr"Nagarkar, head of the home guards, 
who is due to retire from the police force in October 
1982, and second-in-line is Mr K.P. Medhkar, presently 
the inspector general of police. The hitch is that the. 
rank of director general of police is equivalent to that: 
of a secretary. The bureaucrats in the home ministry 
do not favour this idea as their importance in the law 
and order controlling machinery would decrease. The 
IAS officials have been opposing the creation of this 
post for over a year, and now that it has been created 
they. are delaying the appointment, 


Changes in РМ secretariat? 


The recent cabinet 
reshuffle does not seem 
to have satiated Mrs 
Gandhi’s zest for the 
game of musical chairs. 
She is reportedly con- 
templating some 
changes among the 
senior bureaucrats in 
her secretariat. Dr P.C. 
Alexander, the principal 
secretary to the PM, is 
being tipped for a guber- 
natorial assignment. His 
place is to be taken by, 
Mr, Abid Hassan, pre- 
sently the union com- i 
merce secretary. o Mrs 
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OPINION 


Mr Bihar CM, 
please jail us - 


for this issue 


Press Bill examined 


dps filled with admiration for your 
bold cover story, Mr Bihar CM, 
please jail us for this issue (22 August), 
against Dr Jagannath Mishra's mis- 
Buided tirade against the press. The 
manner in which the Bill was carried 
through the Bihar Assembly and the 
Editors Guild team's discussion with 
the chief minister, totally reveals the 
exact stuff that Dr Mishra is made of. 
The Bill is not merely anti-press, it is 
anti-people too. In your fight against it,’ 
you have full support from all the 
freedom loving people of the country. 
Let there be no letup. 

Kamal Laddha, Bangalore 


By a single issue of your magazine, you 
have managed to rouse the conscience 
of thousands of Sunpay readers, We are 
spellbound. 

K. A. Balakrishnan, Madras 


The Press Bill is yet another evidence 
of the extent to which the ruling party 
fears and hates the press—the only 
organ of the mass media largely inde. 
pendent of government control. It is 
only the press which is relentlessly 
exposing the corruption and ineptitude 
of the country's ‘leaders,’ The Presi- 
dent must refrain from giving his con- 
sent to the Bill, for it would amount to 
Signing the death warrant Of par- 
liamentary democracy in India. 
Sourish Bhattacharyya, New Delhi 


Your cover heading was a brilliant 
Satire on-the entire Press Bill, and it 
has become the talk of the town here in 
Patna. You must also comment on Mrs 
Ganc alliance with *Lord 


B ey 
Prakash, Patna 


Gyan 


Fi give for he knows not 


The report from the Editors Sold aE 
a magnificent piece of ш ; 
though Im quite certain that ШЕП 
diced eye of Dr Jagannath Mishra wi | 
find a ‘yellow’ hu® in it. Your team of 
writers have done a great service to ше 
readers by providing us a bit of the 
Bihar CM's stench. 

Sanjay Somani, Calcutta 


On going through the cover story one 
could immediately realise what exactly 
it is that the Bihar CM is after. We are 
totally with the journalists. 

N. Sharma, Rourkela 


Congratulations to SUNDAY. Please car- 
ry on your crusade against the Mishras 
of this nation, resolutely. We are all 
with you. 

S. Rao and S. S. Rao, Calcutta 


Being a student of journalism, I have 
learnt from SuNDAY’s cover story head- 
ing what exactly we can expect from 
politicians like Dr Jagannath Mishra. 
Tish K. Malhotra, New Delhi 


Is the Bihar chief minister trying to 
prove that the pen, in fact, is not 
mighter than the lathi? 

R. K. Bhowmik, New Delhi 


Is it a Press Bill or a ‘suppress Bill’? 
Malay Nath, Barrackpore 


Obviously, Dr Mishra has moved the 
Press Bill because he is convinced 
about one thing—that he is fit to be 
described only in unprintable words. 
N. Madhavan, New Delhi 


Your cover story synchronised with 
public opinion. It is publications like 
yours, which have been regularly ex- 
posing the CM’s misdeeds that will go 
into the bad books of Dr Mishra. 
Shambhu Tiwary, Jamshedpur 


Will your challenge provoke the chief 
minister to respond? But surely, you 
should have dared the ‘Empress’ her- 
self rather than her minion, for she 
certainly knows and supports what her 
sycophants do. 


A. K. Rakshit, Bombay 


What Dr Mishra has lost sight of,is the 
fact that journalists in a democratic 
Country cannot and should not operate 
as timorous sycophants in deference to 
the wishes of the ruling party. Eternal 
у of liberty is’ 
indeed a time-tested truth. Similarly, a 
Wide-awake press in a democratic coun- 
try, which is never afraid to ‘call a 
spade a spade, actually acts as а safety 
valve for safeguarding its very demo- 
cracy. If it were not for a free press 
President Nixon would not have left 


have remained 
Maharashtra, despite his ign 
trusts. ! 


Sushil Kumar Ganguly, Serampore 


ominous. 


Does Dr Jagannath Mishra want 

паар еу blind the eyes of the E 
en as his men literal] . di 

prisoners-of Bhagalpur? el uc 


{ Ventakeswaran, Kancheepuram 


Jr Mishra’s corruption is Ja. 

Dr M OE Up "WIS like cane a 

the terminal stages. No Sam SS 
2 medici "d j 

operation can cure the disease * 0rd 

K. Sen, Calcutta 5 


There are good newsmen and the 
bad newsmen, just as there р еге аһ, 
chief ministers and bad chief minie 
It is highly unfair to condemn er, 
entire press for the faults of рет, Ng 
few journalists. Instead of wasting? | 
time on the Press Bill, why doesn’ it 
Jagannath Mishra tackle the milli’ 
of problems facing his state? Ton; 


Pushpa Tiwary, Ranchi t 


Under the Constitution of India 


individual has the fund 
his or her opinion freely. So 
any attempt to gag the free and inde | 
pendent press in а democratic country, 
is sheer injustice. Я 
VoL. 


» Even 
amental right ty 
ех | 


press 


Narayana, Howrah 


stand the press for 
п that it stands in the 
petuating corruption and} 


nepotism. As it is, the Indian press i] 
subj to various pressures from the 
government like the government 


advertisements and the allocation of 
newsprint quota. Despite this, ош 
press is doing its duty well, much to the 
chagrin of those at the helm of power 
The exposures of Antulay’s misdeed 
and of the Kuo oil deal are testimony | 
enough. Therefore, it will be a blatant} 
injustice if the Press Bill is allowed t 
come through. 

Buddhadeb Chattopadhyay, Burdwan 


Mrs Gandhi’s defence of the Bill is at 
indication of her grand сопѕрігаў 
against a press which does not sing hel}, 
praises. Sunpay should have exposed | 
her connection more in the cover stor: 
Jose Vincent K. J, Secunderabad 4 


Mrs Gandhi should have made Di 
Jagannath Mishra the minister for m 
formation and broadcasting. With û 
man like him at that post, the pres 
would have been instantly gagged an 
then she could have had peaceful sleep 
at nights, 


Pankaj Singh, Sahibganj (Bihar) 


It is very clear from the extracts of 08 
report of the Editors Guild, that T 
Jagannath Mishra, the hon'ble ehe | 
minister of Bihar, is a first rate liar. B 
much so that he ought to be immedier 
ly awarded the ‘Bharat Ratna’ for 
livering blatant lies. 
Asok Kr Biswas, Hooghly 


0 
The only thing I regret about уң 
Cover story is that it is a little BC 
Had the journalists reacted as Y | 


wt 
0 


He 
mently and protested as violenti 
they are doing now, when the Press We 
was introduced in Tamil Nadu, eni | 
would have had no reason to }ай# 
пом,  - 


M. S. Vaidyanathan, Madras 


Who says there is inefficiency in Bih he 
The Press Bill was passed throug 
Assembly in just four minutes! 
S. P, Bakshi, Patiala 
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т, is about time our governi ment real- 
‘ed that the journalists are ; the voice 
I the people, and the vo ice of the 
sople can never be crushe :d. Dr Mis- 
үй and his colleagues will зауе to pay 
dearly for this measure, 

ML S. Salim, Aligarh 


No one knows better than Mrs Gandhi 
that Dr Jagannath Mishr: а is leading 
one of the most corrupt an d inefficient 
Congress(I) governments | in the state. 
The controversial Bihar ` Press Bil] is 
very obviously, merely a measure to 
gag the press. I hope the ргеѕѕтеп of 
this country take the advic се of Mr Arun 
Shourie that was publishe d in Sunpay’s 
cover story and carry or i, with added 
strength, the functions of investiga- 
tions and exposures. We >, the masses, 
are with you completels y. i 
Sandhya Swain, Cuttacl « 
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religion, (15 
August) was very interesting. 
Whether Dr Swamy b rainwashed the 
Chinese leaders, or wh ether they were 
genuinely impressed b. y him, it certain- 
ly resulted in a comin; 2 closer together 
for the two peoples. 1 "he young politi- 
cian has done a wond erful bit of work 
— much better than е уеп our ambassa- 
dors! 

M. J. Edwards, Bang :alore 


It was a wonderful’ feeling to get a 
detailed view of (our neighbouring 


- country, which since : 1962, hadbecome 


‘so near and yet s.o far’ for us. Dr 
Swamy gave a thri Iling report of his 
experiences and we: felt as if we were. 
rediscovering that great land. 

E. N. Murthy, Beh rampur (Orissa) 


Dr Swamy’s article > covered sone very 
important aspects. of our largest neigh- 

ouring country. (Ince we realise why 
exactly our relati .ons with China had 
soured, regaining harmony will be 
much simpler. Dr Swamy has given usa 
fresh view of this. nation. Chinese prag- 
matism in both /its politics and econo- 
mics, is worth ; eulogising, and it is 
about time we tc»ok a cue and reviewed 
тапу of our f.allacious policies and 
ideas. 


B. L. Saha, 24: Parganas (West Bengal) 


RR ee 
— 
„j he report, The name of the 


4: game is profiteering (15-August) by. 
Ajai Mishra. and Syed Kamaluddin, 
exposes brilliantly the game that the 
"т Пп ationial drug companies are play- 
Wert ithe ciost of the lives of the Third 
a people. dd i 
ава] Бап Satapathi, Jatni (Orissa) 


phe article. was very timely and іп: 
ise five, However, it must be real- 
scrib it the doctors in India are pre- 


& t/hese drugs because there are 
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m me Bihar chief minister wants to seal 
е S orders of Bihar for any magazine 
writes и his government, he 

15е that this is the surest 

way of launching large-scale smuggling 


of those magazines ; 
: es Into the state. 
Pathia Par, Patna Е 


Mr Arun 
rà, in your cover Story, is astoundin 
T I B- 
It bares the web of lies and deceit in 
which the chief minister has enmeshed 
himself. 


Lt Col S. K. Mushran (Retd), Lucknow 


That was a remarkable exposition on 
the Bihar Press Bill. he wees by 
Saumitra Banerjee and the extracts of 
the Editors Guild report, gave a very 
clear Picture of why the Bill was 
thought of in the first place, and of its 
frightful implications. 

O. P. Bajaj, Varanasi 


An ambassadorial task 


The article contains valuable informa- 
tion regarding the changing trends in 
China, but your heading for the piece 
was very misleading. China has certain- 
ly not gone back to her oldrelizious 
faith. To a certain extent, there is 
religious ‘freedom in every socialist 
country and China too guarantees this 
in her new Constitution. One cannot 
forget, however, that religion in a 
socialist state is quite different from 
religion as it is practised in.a capitalist 
state. Under capitalism, god too becom- 
es a commodity to be cashed in upon. 

In India itself, we have seen how 
foreign money flows in, under the 
name of religion and how it has 
affected our economy. Here, religious 
leaders freely indulge in politics, win 
elections and even become rulers. The 
framers of China’s new Constitution 
are too well aware of this danger. So, 
while making religious freedom a fun- 
damental right, they clearly state that 
no religious affairs may be dominated 
by any foreign country. Communism in 
religious terms is nothing other than 


"the realisation of god’s justice on 


earth; it stands against exploitation in 
every form — including the exploita- 
tion in the name of religion — and 
instead, promotes equality among all, 


putting an end to injustice. Thus, spir- 
itual happiness in a communist country. 


is pure and untinged by selfish gains. 
M. K. Gangadharan, Trivandrum 


Multinational games 


no substitutes of these drugs available 
here yet. Neither our government nor 
the multinationals show any inclina- 
tion of bringing these new, safe drugs 
into our country. It is for the govern- 
ment now to take the adequate steps m 
ban the use of these harmful drugs an 


то get in the new drugs here. If a small 


government like that of Bangladesh 


ld steps in modifying its 
Rem it is 8 matter of surprise 


that our government has not been able, 


to do so yet. 


T ^us 
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Shourie's expose of Dr Mis-, 


A ү; $ E 
The journalists deserve wholehearted 
support and admiration for their con- 
certed fight against the massive 
onslaught by the government on the 
freedom, of the press aad on demo- 


cracy. 
R. P. Choudhury, Chandigarh 


Dr Jagannath Mishra is guilty of 
attempting to murder—to muravir the 
Fourth Estate. Is it not clear that Mrs 
Gandhi and Co. are creeping towards 
dictatorship? 

Ranbir Pahwa, Ludhiana 


In this politically corrupt nation, many 
more SUNDAYS are yet to be born. Press’ 
Bills like this one, trying to subject the. 
media to tubectomy, will try unsuccess- 
fully to hammer in nails on the coffin of 

democratic India. : 

Dr C. Madhusudan, Coimbatore 


j 
= аши 


CI N 2 4) 


3 A balanced view : 


r Ranjit Sau's columr?on the eco- 
omy, New Delhi 15 curbing infla- 
tion the wrong way (22 August) has 
made an extremely valid point: that, 
when the Western method of econo- 
mics has not solved even the West’s 
problems, it will certainly not solve ` 
India’s problems. However, what is our 
alternative? For the past three de- 
cades, India has followed “Socialist” 
economics, but we seem to have merely 
got into deeper and deeper trouble, 
resulting, ironically, in the IMF loan. 
Will just blaming the Western system 
put an end to our difficulties? It is very 
necessary, at this juncture, that we in 
‘India must take a very balanced view 
and not get carried away by ideologies. 
Sujash Kumar, Calcutta 
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Lack of dignity 


t is clear from Ms Madhu Jain’s 

article, The new crusaders of Hindu- 
ism (2Z August) that the ‘Operation 
Homecoming: launched by the Vishwa 
Hindu Parishad, is a basically coercive 
movement. Although there might be - 
some truth in the stories that Arab 
money is behind the conversion of 
harijans to Islam, the root cause of this 
is the lack of human dignity that the 
harijans face in Hindu society. 
Bimalendu S. Dutta Roy, Cuttack 


our repor 
who kept his cool (22 August 
heartening to know that we hi 
ple of the stature of Col W 
country, at such im; 
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Maneka Gandhi, for the first time since she left 1 Safdarjang Road, : threw an i Manes 
open challenge to Rajiv Gandhi when she declared in a meeting in A methi on A's activ 
19 September, that she would contest the next Lok Sabha elections’ from this ing E 
constituency. SHUBHABRATA BHATTACHARYA, who toured the Amethi Surya Inc 
and Rae Bareli constituencies with Mrs Maneka Gandhi, says mouthpiec 
. reception she received from the people was rousing, and T Eo noy 
o advantage definitely lies with San andhi's widow household. 
a ee с self IUS 
n 18 and 19 September,  Maneka could have thought of con- г У bustle o: 
Maneka Gandhi chal testing. But the US ME held MR tl à pia Man 
lenged Rajiv Gandhi and — in June 1981, when she was yet to to Ma jak Wg 1 i the fact 
his principal aide, Arun achieve the statutory minimum age jay. Like Saniav, 1 3: ше 
Nehru, in their respective of 25 to contest the elections. Seeing claarly Чери. SR Dans lobis 
dens.” She extensively toured, the the reception which she got in h En bein A аре 
Amethi and Rae Bareli Lok Sabha late husband's E er apparent by Mrs J| ndira advantage 
constituencies, which were formerly thing is certain—Maneka Bes one a бше nor ee 1 ше: 
represented by the late Sanjay Сап. of age and if she were ta го el able to show the pt lit 4 acumen of fact that 
dhi and Mrs Indira Gandhi respec- next Amethi elections her E. e his younger brothe| t: And that i$ not.. Nehru hav 
tively. And the response which she of success-could be rated B e his fault; in the Neh ru-Gandhi house. who had 
поа Ы (е peop (of the area fair. rated as being poids pent from 1 370, Sanjay was nanahi 3o 
y her, showed that at the age Th Acte: А eing slowly groomi 2d for public lif 1, Manexé 
of 8 ishe certainly has emerged is A DOE ог Ман Gan- whereas Rajiv was | the gentle wank people wh: 
ne youngestmajorpoliticalentityin sion battle E GNE dk BET earner, flying turbo prop aircratt for ańce by tł 
p e countr . Had the Amethi byelec- household. A» i: Puru an 1 the Indian Airlines,’ The flying acci- ment duri: 
ion been held after 26 August 1981, Maneka SOCCER CAESA i ау, dent of Sanjay in Jui ne 1980 sudden- and who fe 
= ı march ly saw the mantle fall on Rajiv's ү they are 
a 2d her ear dn Lucknow: husiastic welcome then. р e 
3 SES relations v 
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eat be are 
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Am ] i. 8 И ng to seek elections 


He gave up flying 
shoulder, and had it not been for 
relu kas age factor, which necessi. 

ne holding of the Amethi 


7 rate ‘ons in June 1981, Rajiv would 


2. 
a 
Cao 


referred to continue serving 
jan Airlines a little longer, 
| the J dabbling in politics as a lear- 
while hich he had started doing from 
ner, W. 1980. The Amethi elections 
AUB v emerge victorious with a 
saw "e mandate. He entered active 
mas But till today, he has not 
ГОН able to fill Sanjay’s void either 
P pis mother or in the party. 
Maneka, on the other hand, had 
| ‘been closely as ciated with San- 
"ау" activities for a long time. Dur- 
8 the Janata days, when the family 
was being persecuted, Maneka's 
Surya India became an effective 
mouthpiece of Congress(I). Even 
these days, К Gandhi has re- 
mained'the “gentle” member of the 
household, ju usly keeping him- 
self away from hustle and the 
bustle of political life. So, today, 
` challenging Rajiv, 
she has over him 
is the fact thy" she has been closely 
associated wit? politics and politi- 
cians longer than Rajiv. Another 
advantage which Maneka cashed in 
on at Amethi and Rae Bareli was the 
fact that Rajiv Gandhi and Arun, 
Nehru have distrusted most people 
who had been trusted by Sanjay 
Gandhi. So, in Amethi and Rae Ваге-. 
li; Maneka had a ready bank of 
people who had been given import- 


ance by the party and the govern- 


ment during Sanjay Gandhi’s days 
and who feel neglected today. Even 
if they are out of power, certainly 
their past importance has given 
them a certain amount of public 
telations value. The people being 
Propped up by the present powers 
that be are mostly novices, whereas 
the experienced hands, who are out 
of the limelight today, are handy for 
aneka ‘Gandhi. 

After her two-day tour of the two 
Constituencies, Maneka has 
announced that she is going to seek 
î еСПопѕ from Amethi in the next 


iz tour she did not make any such 
thank But after seeing the success of 
ays irst day's tour, on 19 September, 
Raj ated making direct attacks at 
J'Y Gandhi and announced that 


meth; aneka ne lalkara hai, 
has q 1 kshetra hamara hai (Maneka 
area js Clared that Amethi is her 
her fop came the main slogan of 
Till towers from ‘19 September. 
е Previous day, the oft- 
hea S'ogan “Maneka tum san 
Каго, hum tumhare saath 
I çı, eka we are one with you in 
Septempsele)” was heard. On 19 
10 the ©, a new slogan was added 
P radesp Political lexicon of Uttar 
cile Maneka has certainly 

‚ ~“*tged as a major politic 


уеге 


Lok Sabha polls. On the first day of . 


CC-0. In Public Domain. UP State Museum 


personality, her bran 
not yet clear. In her 
ongress tricolour is 


d of politics is 
meetings, the 
used. Is her 


M Manch has: 
our. The five-point programme of th 
late Sanjay Gaadhi, which is the 


rallying point of th j i 
Vichar Manch eee 


any political col- 


had been taken up by the Y 

Congress in 1976, durs a Ped 
when there was internal Emergency 
in the Country and hardly any politic- 
^а] activity was visible, Sanjay Gan- 
dhi's political ideology was only once 
made clear, in his interview to Mrs 
Uma Vasudev in Surge, which was 


published in the pre-Emergency: 


days. In that interview Sanjay Gan- 


dhi had made it clear that he did not. 


agree with a lot in the Congress 
ideology. He had openly criticised 
the public sector, which had been 
the brainchild of his late grand- 


father, Jawaharlal Nehru. Later ina 


public meeting at Calcutta in early 
1976, Sanjay Gandhi had criticised 
the people who branded themselves 
as being either “left” or “right.” He 
had said that he was a centrist. Will 
Maneka also take a similar stance? 

The crowds which this correspon- 


dent saw on the entire route through 


which Maneka Gandhi’s impressive 
motorcade passed in the Rae Bareli 
and Amethi areas are a testimony of 
her mass appeal. Seeing her popular- 
ity one has to accept her as a politic- 


та 
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al personality. But-what is her brand 
of politics? 2 


If the masses were to turn up for 
Maneka the way they are doing at 
every place she goes, thén a very 
disturbing sign in the national polity 
becomes visible. Are the people en- 


dorsing Sanjay Gandhi's line of “no , ' 


left, no right”? Are they supporting \) 
the emergence of personality- 
oriented: politics, as distinguished 
from policy-oriented politics? The 
present impasse is certainly the re-. 
sult of the growing lack of political 
organisation at the grassroots level. 
Apart from the left parties, limited , 
to certain regions of the country, 


.there is little political organisation 


among other parties. This is perhaps 
the reason why a non-political trade 
unionist like Datta Samant is able to 
catch the imagination of the workers 
in Bombay. Dacoits have been there 
since ages, but a phenomenon like 
Chhabiram (who was shot dead some 
months back) is unprecedented in 
the villages. The void created by the 
lack of political organisation is being 
filled up by anyone who is able to. 
successfully catch the imagination of 
the people. 

The Rajiv vs Maneka battle has: 
entered an interesting phase. For the 
present, the score is advantage Man- 
eka. And the way the people of Rae 
Bareli and Amethi have given a 
rousing reception to Maneka, it 
seems that Mrs Gandhi need not be 
blamed for promoting. hereditary 
politics. The people seem to be lov- 
ing every minute of the game. 


Maneka at a public meeting in Amethi 


v 
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Maneka comes 


UDAYAN SHARMA reports on the receptions Maneka Gandhi g 
d | and Rae Bareli on 18 and 19 September 


¢ 


hile floods and 
4 6 poverty have hit 
your region, 
your present 
Member of Par- 


liament is busy with foreign tours. I 
hope he will return before the flood 
waters recede. I know that after my 
visit to this constituency, develop- 
ment work which had been neg- 


lected for the past two years 
would be stepped up." With these 
words Mrs Maneka Gandhi, daugh- 
ter-In-law. of the Prime Minister, 
fired her first direct salvo at Mr 
Rajiv Gandhi who is the elected 
representative from the Amethi Lok 
Sabha constituency. She came and 
she conquered—but not because of 
her policies or her personality. She 


e | 


. In Public Domain. UP State Museum, Hazratganj. Lucknow 
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ot in Amethi where 

cheere 

schools 

ne declaret 

, went back a victor because of oy Ner 

reactions, lies and false огош кы: sing Ti 

made by the ruling party. Itis entità schoo 

ly due to the Congress(I) that Ме Po he 
eka Gandhi has won the Ye inore 20 
rounds against the ги] He E. 
out doing anything much. She has n A od |, 
political pr Pirin 0 
admits that Point program. i “J ¢ 
me is a social programme) and she is Pride to 
yet to prove that she:can match Mrs eturn t« 
Indira Gandhi’s politi astuteness Я ur suj 
and sharpness. Even so, she has dise wo 
secured a political victory over Mr eoi 
Rajiv Gandhi. eka Gandhi js Jais m 
prepared for a l Grawn political for her 
battle, while the Arun Nehrus and senior j 
the Siddhartha Reddys are not. On who ha 
her two-day visit to the Amethi Lok Amethi i 
Sabha constituency on 18 and 19 attendan 
September she exposed that the effi- was unp 
ciency of Rajiv Gandhi's confidants locality 
was simply over-estimated. During more thi 
her hectic tour of the constituency, people. Л 


Maneka Gandhi travelled over about 


2 athered 
220 kilometres of bad roads. When Pang 


joining : 


she arrived at Amausi airport in bahu, Sh 
Lucknow on the morning of 18 that the 
September from Delhi, she was wel- Mahatm: 
comed by at least a thousand slogan- turned ir 
shouting and dancing Sanjay Vichar smuggler 
Manch boys. the miser 

They took her to Lucknow city in a local peo 
motorcade consisting of nine buses after his ¢ 


and 50 cars, numerous tempos and 
Matador vans, This was Maneka Gan- 
dhi’s first visit to Lucknow after her 
ouster from the PM’s house. She had 
been thrown out of 1, Safdarjung 
Road when she had attended the 
Lucknow convention of Sanjay faith- 
fuls on 28 March. The massive motor- 
cade slowly inched towards the city 
while her young supporters chanted: 

Indira tujhe nikali hai, desh tujhe 
apnayega. (Mrs Gandhi has thrown 
you out but the whole country wel- 
comes you),” 

When she left Lucknow at about. 
2.00 pm the same day, her motorcade 
included 55 cars, a number of Mata: 
dor vans and four jeeps. Her first 
Stop was at Mohanlalganj in Luck: 
now'itself, where she was welcome 
by a cheering crowd led by Jhabbu 
Raja alias Shivendra Bakshi Singh 

he then went to Jais to address а 
ublic meeting. In between Jais and 
ohanlalganj, she was forced to stop 
at Satyanarayan Tiwari Vidya Man: 
dir, Sanjay Shiksha Sangh, Nigoha, 
on the border of Rae Bareli; district 
Harchandpur, Kathwara, Gangagan: 
ITI industrial area in Rae Bareli» 


Maneka, andhi stands on her toes 
to make% point: reaching out 
to an audience 
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office. at Fursatganj, Uttar Pradesh 
a 


Anusoo 
Naseera 
and 
where 
cheere 


fea an unofficial holiday to 


welcome Maneka Gandhi Surpri- 
singly, most o M ICE ers of these 
schools were leading the proces- 
sions. No one could have imagined 
that she would get such an enthusias- 
tic response from the crowds. During 
the brief stopovers, she always 
started her s] hes with an attempt 
to win over the simple villagers. Said 
she, “I came here first to you as a 
bride to seek blessings. Today, I 
return to you widow asking for 
your support and strength." With 
these words tormed through the 
Amethi Lok Sabha constituency. 

Jais must £ п an experience 
for her be ording to two 
| from Lucknow, 
vered elections in 
Amethi in st two decades, the 
attendance public meeting 
was unpi ed. Jais is a small 
locality wi population of not 
more than three or four thousand 
people. Most of the people who had 
gathered there had come from ad- 
joining villages to hear the PM's 
bahu. She told the cheering crowds 
that the “Congress of Nehru and 
Mahatma Gandhi has now been 
turned into a party of goondas and 
smugglers. One person tried to end 
the misery of the local people but the 
local people have only got a helipad 
after his death which you can neither 
use nor eat.” 

he then pointed out one by one 
the projects which had been initi- 
ated by апау Gandhi эш һауе 
ееп neglected after his death. 

he had a dig at the Prime Minis- 
ter herself when, while referring to 
| е foundation stone laid by Mrs 
ndira Gandhi for the Sanjay Memo- 
rial Hospital at Munshiganj on 1 
tePtemper, she said: *The founda- 
in роле had been laid once before 
pene 1981. But no progress has 
foung ade even after the secon 

area stone was laid for setting 

Ospital.” 


hat is, the cause of so much 
Past resentment against the ruling 
teas this VIP constituency? The 
S are very simple. Just before 
tions WP 1981 Lok Sabha byelec- 
Decta the loca] people had high ex- 
Rajiy 1008 from the ruling party. But 
has , "andhi's victory from Amethi 


who have 


Ате een done for the people of 


ang -> Inspite of all the promises. 


Sl.advertised plans and 
es, Nothing concrete has come 
me, Perhaps, Mr Gandhi is to 
of g Si, committed a blunder in 
15 Const 
1 eople 
So уы ДСУ, The local peop. 


Changed things: thus far 


m ddhartha Reddy incharge 


ful in establishing Sanjay Vichar 

anch offices in every village of the 
area. And Mrs Maneka Gandhi's suc- 
cessful tour has proved the political 
acumen of Akbar “Dumpy” Ahmed. 

The second day of her tour was 
different: her mood had changed. 
During the tour, her supporters, for 
the first time challenged Rajiv Gan- 
dhi to face the people of Amethi. She 
began her second day with a public 
meeting at Gauriganj. There was a 
marked difference in the speech too. 
For the first time, she directly 
attacked her brother-in-law. She 
mentioned that their Member of Par- 
liament was busy with his foreign 
tours when floods were ravaging.the 
region. She covered 110 kms and 
Stopped at Paniyar, Musafirkhana, 
Kasimganj, BHU Jafarganj 
and Inhona, Huge crowds welcomed 
her everywhere. 

It was like a homecoming she told 
everyone, She got a rousing recep- 
tion at Inhona where Chowdhary 
Azhar Hussain had engaged four sets 
of bands and about a hundred rifle- 


` 
» 


men. There were ear-piercing sounds 
of crackers everywhere. Thousands 
of local Muslims welcomed her with 
songs and dances. She criticised the 
government in every public meeting 
and asked them to support her fight 
against persons in power. 

There were three main features of 
her visit. Azhar Hussain was the fir, st 
person who asked the gathering at 
Inhona, “Hath uthao kaun-kaun 
chahta hai ki Manekaji Amethi say 
chunav ladain (All those who want 
Maneka Gandhi to contest elections 
from Amethi, raise your hands).” Mr 
Narayan Dutt Tiwari had done the 
same thing for the late Sanjay Gan- 
dhi at.Fursatganj in 1976. Maneka 
Gandhi told everybody during her 
meetings that she has started offices 
everywhere in Amethi constituency 
to receive reports of peoples' [ор 
lems in the area. And a new s ogan 
was heard. It was a change from the 
earlier slogan of "Indira nay ,nikala 
hai, desh tujhe apnayega." The new 
slogan heard at Munshiganj was 
"Maneka nay lalkara hai, Amethi 
kshetra hamara hai (Maneka has 
said, ‘Amethi is ours?” She has given 
clear hints that she will contest from 
this constituency in the next elec- 
tions. Mrs Maneka Gandhi will 
march in protest against the Crimin- 
al Penal Code amendments and the 
Bihar Press Bill in Patna on 3 Octo- 
ber. The war between Maneka Gan- 
dhi and Rajiv Gandhi is now clearly 
on. 


Mrs Maneka Gandhi being weighed against coins at Jais | 
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These days, everyone's talking of quality control. 
And wh 


en they're not talking of quality control, they're telling you how long 
they've been around. 


When it comes to the crunch, no 
What matters is the quality of the 


At Keltron, quality control is not just a phrase to impress you with. 
It's a way of doing things. 


: At Keltron, checking begins even before the raw materials enter the factory. To 
make Sure only the best is used, i : 


ind every component of each and every component is tested at each 
ge ae ae Stage of production. Then the whole component is tested for quality before it leaves ) in he 
2o the factory, | : | 
re ee In fact, we wouldn't have it any other way. Neither would our foreign prod 
Collaborators. Because we export quite a lot of components. - : 
‚ If ever you're coming thi 
ts ' 


{ { le | 
5 Way, drop in at our factory. See for yourself how we | i ag 
„ After all, seeing is believing, isn't it? ا‎ ef 
E : SsMELTRON 
и COMPONENTS 
Я f: ; __If you look close enough, you'll know why. 
pment Corporation Ltd., Keltron House, Trivandrum 695 001, Telephone: 60621, 
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«while ruling th eir vast 
ў empire, India’s Moghul 
| / rulers always faced a 
dilemma: shou ld they 
have strong sub edars to 
rovincial .governm ents or 


ars? The emperc rs who 


ernors who cov id pro- 
ministrations, Ir secure 


whose admi_'nistra- 
be anarchic, с ausing 
sople. Weak M [oghul 


emperor d that strong | sub- 
edars, liin the seat of | power 
unstable, | declare UD] + (un- 
ilatera! d ation of inde; pend. 
ence) a: ire to wrest р jower 
from the or in Delhi. 

ї t India's first Р 'rime 


iharlal Nehru, was }con- 


ancl 
leaders in their own right. They did 


later 


not need Delhi to pro up t} ieir 
governments, The chief minist ‘ers 
played a crucial role in the succ ;е5- 
sion battle that took place af ter 
Nehru's death, in making Lal Ba. ha: 
dur Shastri the Prime Minister. АЁ ter 
Shastri died at Tashkent, the ch; ie 
ministers had an even bigger hand in 
Mrs Giandhi’s emergence as the Р) M. 
n fact, during the initial days of M r$ 
Gandhi's prime ministership, (8 
roup of chief ministers and a le w 
eaders of the Congress, known & 18 
the Syndicate, guided her action: » 
But within a short while, Mrs Gandh |і 
used her political skill, courage dm 1 
Populism to out-manoeuvre then ! 
and establish her supremacy. Bui : 
even then, there still remained a few 
chief ministers who were leaders in 
their own right, and who would.not 
act at the PM's bidding:Kamalapati 
Кра followed by H. N. Bahuguna 
in UP, Mohanlal Sukhadia in Rajas- 
than, Brahmananda Reddy in 
i dhra and V.P. Naik backed by 
:B. Chavan in Maharashtra. 
c eut after the 1969 split in the. 
in n8&ress, Mrs Gandhi's' confidence 
era Position seemed to have been 
moved: she was uncertain and im- 
leg SCly suspicious of her own col- 
К agues, Therefore, in order to make 
dh; Position more secure, Mrs Gan: 
1 consciously set about destabilis- 
; the Some of the chief ministers Who 
nor E t they were in their positioris, 
ber by the grace of Mrs Gandhi but 
0. virtue of their own power-brise.. 


Y one, all such chiefyminis ters 
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heir own power +, opted ' 


e other hand, арр jointed’ 


.any other person 
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_ п ésentment agains 
virs Gandhi is growing 
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were беро one 

another. By the time the Emer 
was declared in 1975, only E 
pendent chief minister remained: 
.N. Bahuguna. But within a few 
months of the Emergency being de- 
fice 


one pretext on 


clared, even he had to leave o 
When Mrs Gandhi was defeated by 
the Janata in 1977, some of the men 
she had set up were the first to 
desert her, As she is never tired of 
remarking in private conversations 
on politics, *Who else but Sanjay 
stood by me?” (It is a separate point, 
‘that today she wants to wipe out all 
traces of Sanjay’s legacy, in order to 
ease the succession for her elder 


son.) Once back in power after the — 


Lok Sabha polls in 1980, Mrs Gandhi 
made absolutely certain that no one 
with any claims to power in his own 
right, became the chief minister of a 
state. Dr Channa Reddy apparently 
entertained such illusions and had 
the temerity to celebrate his birth- 
day in a big way. The Prime Minister 
raised her little finger and Dr Chan- 
na Reddy was no longer the CM of 
Andhra Pradesh. > 
The selection of chief ministers in - 
1980 was left mainly to Sanjay Gan- 
dhi. With the exception of Mr Dar- 
bara Singh, not a single Congress il) 
CM in the country had been trie 
and tested in politics. In the process, 
even the:well-established caste equa: 
tions were ignored. Next to loyalty, 
the only other criterion for a poten: 
tial chief minister was that he should 
have no independent power-base of 
his own. From that crop of chief 
ministers, ony Mr A. R. Antula 
tried to spread his own wings, and її. 
is well-known that Mrs Gandhi was 
not unduly upset when he had to 


leqve ; 
| isely because Mrs Gandhi 
aatis precie ‘any chief minister to 
have his own political base that she 
does not give а hane de Pais 
legislatures to eiec айо ау 
Similarly since she doe! poe want 
any chief minister to ee ther bo 
i final choice are 
EA the post f "consultations in 
this regard with others 18 Qus 
{ rmality. The only other person w 0 
is privy to her decision-making pro 


; normal 
'cess is her son, Кау Pi decision- 


democratic procos d, subjective 
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determine the 
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number of chief ministers setected in 
1980 had to go: Jagannath Pahadia, | 
T. Anjaiah, B. Venkataram, V. P. .—.- 
Singh and A. К. Antulay. Even Sripa- | 
ti Mishra who was selected only a ~ 
few weeks ago as chief minister об 
UP is proving to be a flop. Because d 
the number of persons consulted are 
so few, Mrs Gandhi cannot get to 
know their antecedents. For inst- 
ance, only after the announcement 
was made, Mrs Gandhi learnt that 
‘Mr B. Venkataram is a member of 
the Upper House. 3 
Mrs Gandhi's style of functioning : 
has created a situation of permanent t= 
instability in the states. The chief 
minister’s authority is totally 
eroded. Ministers ignore their chief 
ministers, visit Delhi and after clear. —— - 
ance from the Prime Ministers © ~i 
house take decisions — all without ~ 
the knowledge of their chief minis- | 
ters. Chief ministers cannot include | 
men of their own choice into the | 
cabinet without the clearance of De- 
lhi. They cannot even change the 
portfolios of their colleagues. For 
instance Mr Shiv Charan Mathur, 
chief minister of Rajasthan, submit- 
ted his proposals for a cabinet expan- 
-sion about three months ago. But 
these proposals have not yet been 
processed by the PM's aide, M. L. 
otedar. When these will reach the 
Prime Minister's table is anybody's 
uess. Result: there is a total break. 
own of law-and-order in the Hindi 
belt. Maharashtra was the best. 
administered state in the country 
but its government was taken una- 
wares by the policemén's strike. The 
administration has become callous 
towards the problemi of the people. 
If Mrs Gandhi still wins elections, it 
is only by default. If Mrs Gandhi's 


——— 9 


» 


5 


O E Maud 
2 


pode У "A T 
Lt cite sod HA 
җе 


arty passed а one:lin 
resolution which said that "it autho- 
rises Mrs Gandhi to select the lea 
er." Mr Tiwari wanted to add thes 


sensus expressed by the membe 
but he каал allows to do so, 
time over 50 legislators, 
raemorandum to the Prim 
5814, “The honour of 
Telugus cannot be bart 
the streets of Delhi 
dangerous and one h 
watch. 


Lucknow ` 


t was a few minutes past 8 pm 
on Saturday 11 September 
when one of the Prime Minis- 
ter's aides, M. L. Fotedar, after 
séveral attempts, finally got 
through by telephone to the chief 
minister of Andhra Pradesh, Bhava- 
nam Venkatram Reddy at his Hyder- 
abad residence. The CM was away 
since midday touring parts of Mrs 
Gandhi’s constituency: Medak. The 
major industries minister, M. Baga 
Reddy, Mrs Gandhi's major domo for 
the constituency too would have 
been with the CM. But responding to 
summons which he received late on 
the previous night, Baga Reddy had 
left for Delhi by the morning flight. 
He was not the only one to be called 
to Delhi. Already half of Bhavanam 
Venkatram: Reddy’s 34-member 
cabinet, the APCC(I) president C. 
Dass, and a number of other impor- 
tant party leaders had reached De- 
. lhi, most of them without even 
bothering to inform the CM that they 
were going. So, when the call came 
from Delhi, Bhavanam Venkatram 
Reddy was not surprised. Indeed, he 
was expecting it. And the message 
was that he should come to Delhi as 
fast as he could. 

Bhavanam Venkataram, was in 
any case planning to go to Delhi on 
Monday 13 September to ask for 
funds to finance the state's drought 
relief plans. More than one-third of 
the state was affected by drought 
and money was urgently needed to 
Stave off famine in the affected 
areas. The summons meant advanc- 

ing his departure by a day. For the 
officers preparing the note for the 
CM on the nature and extent of the 
drought, it meant workin extra 
hours to complete it before the СМ» 
departure. By the time Mr Venkat- 
ram arrived in Delhi at around lham' 
on Sunday 12 September, rumours of 
his dismissal were doing the rounds 
in the capital Mrs Gandhi had 
already met several Andhra leaders, 
including two former chief ministers 
К. Brahmananda Reddy and Т. An. 
jaiah. And the choice for Bhava. 
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nam’s likely successor appeared to 
have narrowed down to just two 
people: revenue minister N. Janar- 
dhan Reddy and a MP from Kurnool 
and former finance minister of the 
state K. Vijaya Bhaskara Reddy. At 
that stage Mr Venkatram could hard- 
ly do anything else but resign to his 
inevitable fate. 

Normally, Mrs Gandhi avoids par- 
ty meetings on Sundays unless it is 
very urgent. That Sunday, however, 
while she met a number of Andhra 
Pradesh leaders to discuss the poli- 
tical situation there, she could. not 
find any time for Bhavanam Venkat- 
ram, waiting at Andhra Bhavan, to 
be called by her. The pattern is 
familiar by now. When Dr Channa 
Reddy fell foul with her she treated 
him similarly; when she decided to 
get rid of Anjaiah she kept him 
.waiting. And now it was Venkatram’s 
turn. Finally, after waiting for about 
30 hours, Bhavanam Venkatram 
could get to see Mrs Gandhi for 
about 10 minutes in the afternoon of 
Monday 13 September. During his 
conversation, Mr Venkatram could 
hardly detect anything, let alone 
think that Mrs Gandhi was planning 
a change in the Andhra Prades 
leadership. She 


talked mostly abou 
ee 


CM V. B. Reddy: tough 
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th e drought in Andhra Pradesh,how 
to fight it, what the CM's problems 
w ere in implementing the party 
P) rogrammes, and how best the party 
c ould fight the Assembly elections in 
F ebruary 1983. The party affairs 
v уеге discussed only castually. She 
€ iven remonstrated the miriisters and 
I party leaders from Aridhra for 
с crowding in Delhi. “Why are they 
| here?" she asked the CM. “Tell them 
to go back and be with the drought- 
affected people,” she counselled. 
Mrs Gandhi, wiser after her ex- 
periment with Venkatrann was, of 
course, playing her cards this time 
close to her chest. It was she, who, 
bypassing the normal democratic 
process had foisted Bhavanam Venk- 
atram, a political lightweight, on 
Andhra Pradesh to succeecl Anjaiah. 
Bhavanam Venkatram had neither 
the political support nor the adminis- 
trative competence to offer the lead- 
ership that he was expected to. 
Worse, he had hardly any say in 
selecting either his cabinet or in 
matters relating to party organisa- 
tion. His deputy was named by Delhi 
and so was his entire cabinet. Again, 
Delhi chose C. Das to succeed Kona 
Prabhakara Rao as the APCC(I) 
president even though he had been 
suspended by the APCC(I) for 1л: 
dulging in anti-party activities. pi 
deed, the first thing that C. Das di 
on becoming the party president was 
to withdraw the suspension order 
against himself. So, if Bhavanam 
Venkatram Reddy had failed to де“ 
liver the goods, the fault clearly 183 
With Mrs Gandhi. She might ШУ 
admit this in public but deep down 2 
her heart she knew that the folly ya 
hers. And with elections round MA 
corner she could hardly afford t 
luxury of a blundering and Баз A 
an inactive person as the CM 0 a 
state which had been.with her e 
in her darkerst days. At the зара 
time she did not want to give P. 
impression that she had hustled В ald 
vanam Venkatram out. That WO 


шщен "v уу 


be? owning ир the guilt. And that Bu 


surely was not prepared to do. 
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1 as made up almost the 
her mino gu filmstar N. T. Rama 
аа his Telegu Desam, on 
ао RE a month after Mr Venkat- 
29 mara taken over as the CM. One 
d ration which weighed in 
-of Mr Venkatram, while being 
favour as the CM was that as hi 
ted as the а а as 15 
selec was from the economically 
ife fully Kamma community, he 

Do ld be able to win over the Kam- 
gor who were smarting under neg- 
Pia and appeared to be turning 
against. tthe Cones Keeping 
them within the fold of the Congres- 
(1) was important for the party 
because much of the money for the 
party coffers came from them. But 
Mr Venkatram los that advantage 
and with it his weight with Mrs 
Gandhi when N. T. Rama Rao, a 
Kamma, launched his party and im- 
mediately attracted the Kammas to 
his fold. Worse still, Bhavanam 
Venkatram had no answer to his 
one-time classmate, N. T. Rama Rao. 
In all his 200-dav tenure as CM, Mr 
Venkatram could not organise a sing- 
le major rally ;here in the state 
to effectively combat the steady adv- 
ance that Rama Rao was making. By 
itself the Telugu Desam hardly looks 
a match for the formidable Congres- 
s(I) in Andhra Pradesh: till now its 
influence is limited to the Kamma 
community and the coastal region 
only. But Rama Rao looms larger 
than life in Andhra Pradesh more by 
default: through the incompetence 
of and the frictions within the ruling 
party. 

Mrs Gandhi was understandably 
disturbed by this, But this time she 
did not want to rush things. One 
reason was that-she did not want to 
interrupt the Assembly session once 
again. Anjaiah was dismissed in the 
middle of the session of the 
Assembly. To facilitate his dismissal, 
Anjaiahwas asked to adjourn the 

ssembly sine die after the motion 
of thanks on the Governor's address 
had been adopted. His successor 

avanam Venkatram Reddy had an 
Assembly session in March for a 
rief period to get a vote on account 
oaget passed. And Mrs Gandhi de- 

x to let him present the annual 
BE for which the Assembly was 
till 9 ped on 9 July and continued 

Ober with a brief break in 
meen as the budget session was 
a PS €ss, she was talking with her 
ministe, on Andhra affairs—union 
Venkas Pranab Mukherjee, R. 
R с ташап and P. V. Narasimha 
NeXt, Ing to what should be done 
ten to an 188, she was willing to lis- 
industrie. ody. She would talk to her 
Toleum 75 minister N. D. Tiwari, pet- 
Alec yy nister P. Shiv Shanker, the 
Moopana Beneral secretary, G. К. 
da Кеда and even K. Brahmanan- 

e fier pi ence her bitter enemy. 
Of a Chan wit that she was thinking 
Came “18е in leadership in Andhra 


3 A Mukherjee she asked Pranab 


and Narasimha Rao to 
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ше а successor 
with Iu Reddy, after her talks 

n iormer Andhra chief ministers 
M ку Reddy апа К. Brahma- 

a Re i ii i 

of ACRE y 1n Delhi in the middle 

And, yet till the’ last momen 
sought to give an impression je 
selecting and néw CM—the fourth in 
3  years—she was not imposing her 
will on the people of Andhra Pradesh 
but was actually acknowledging the 
wishes of her partymen from that 
state. It was to conjure up an illusion 
that an elaborate drama had to be 
staged. So elaborate was the drama 
that one would have thought that 
Mrs Gandhi was taking precautions 
against an impending coup. Could 
not the change in leadership wait for 
another week or so till she returned 
from her trip to Moscow? But the 
way things were handled would 
make one think that heaven would 
have fallen if the change did not take 
place before Mrs Gandhi left. Look 
at the scenario. As soon as the state 
Assembly adjourns prominent 
Andhra Congress(I) leaders rush to 
Delhi. The finance minister, Pranab 
Mukherjee, even before he has 
briefed his colleagues in the cabinet 
adequately about his mission abroad 
and almost from the moment he 
returns from Washington, is preoccu- 
pied with just one thing: discussing 
the future of the Congress(I) in 
Andhra Pradesh. Indeed for about a 
week at least three other senior 
ministers of Mrs Gandhi’s cabinet— 
P. V. Narasimha Rao, R. Venkatara- 
man and P. Shiv Shankar—seem to 
be doing little else. Even in Moscow, 
Narasimha Rao makes himself avail- 
able for consultations by telephone. 
And, the matter is so urgent that 19 
out of the state’s 34 ministers have to 
be in Delhi for days together at a 


to Bhavanam 


time when Andhra is facing one of- 


the worst droughts. These extraor- 
dinary proceedings defy reason and 
are just mindboggling. 

All this for what? Even as the show 
was being put,up, Mrs Gandhi had 
already made her choice. It was the 
62-year-old MP, K. Vijaya Bhaskara 


Reddy. He was in the running for the 
Жылый Ийе E 


В. Venkatram 


— 


» 
office of the CM following the dis- 
missal of Anjaiah. But, this time he 
was so sure about being promoted to 
the office that he stayed back in 
Hyderabad till the drama reached a 
climax on 14 September. If tlie other 
contender, N. Janardhan Reddy, had 
the spotlight on him for a time, it was 
because Mrs Gandhi wished it to be» 
so. Janardhan Reddy, who was an 
MP for about six years between 1972 
and 1978, of course, hàd some power- 
ful supporters both among the union 
ministers advising Mrs Gandhi and 
in her secretariat and if their will 
had prevailed he certainly would 
havebecome the chief minister. But 
his standing with Mrs Gandhi 
apparently is not that high: she pre- 
ferred Bhavanam Venkatram Reddy 
as successor to Anjaiah. This time 
also Janardhan Reddy really did not 
stand a chance. He was fighting just 
a mock battle he was not aware of, 
but it suited Mrs Gandhi eminently. 
Depend on the Congress(I) for en- 
tertainment. Even after Pranab 
Mukherjee formally informed Vi- 
jaya Bhaskara Reddy at around 2 pm 
on Wednesday 15 September that he 
was the high command's choice for 
the office of Andhra CM, the drama 
did not end. Reaching Hyderabad 
the next morning, union defence 
minister R. Venkataraman who had 
been assigned to see through the rest 
of the formality at the Andhra 
Pradesh Congress(I) legislature par- 
ty meeting, suddenly decided to 


"ascertain the views of the Congres- 


s(I) legislators as to whom they 
would like to succeed Bhavanam 
Vankatram Reddy. There was really 
nothing to ascertain: Vijaya Bhas- 
kara Reddy who had arrived in 
Hyderabad the previous evening 
from Delhi was already receiving the 
treatment from his partymen that 
only a CM could expect. Neverthe- 
less, Venkataraman's exercise de- 
layed the CLP(I) meeting by two 
hours; it was scheduled at 10 am but 
actually held a little after noon. In 
another 35 minutes Mrs Gandhi's 


wishes received legitimacy as Vijaya . 


Bhaskara Reddy's name was prop- 
osed by outgoing chief minister Bha- 
vanam Venkatram Reddy as the Con- 


= gress(I) legislature party leader and 


N. Janardhan Reddy, T. Anjaiah and 
C. Das got to their feet one after 
another in support of the proposal. 


The election, predictably, was unani- _ 


mous. ` fo | 

However, this drama w С with: 
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THE GREAT CONFLUENCE OF 
A GREAT PEOPLE 
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We flight 
told that 


at around 12.20 pm he was 
the Airbus by which he was 
evel would have to be searched 
to treo it could take off, as an uniden- 
Ba person claimed over telephone 
үка there was а bomb hidden in the 
erat. That wouldydelay the depar- 
mue of the flight by a couple of 
oue пг this Vijaya Bhaskara Red- 
dy decided to turn back and get his 


list approved over the telephone. He 


was particularly keen that the swear- 
ing-in ceremony be held at 1.30 am 
on Sunday, 19 September as astrolo- 
gers thought this was the most auspi- 
cious time .for him to take over. 
Normally, he would have been 
sworn-in the day he was elected the 
СІР(1) leader. But, though the Gov- 
ernor, K. C. Abraham, cut short his 
holiday in Kerala and returned to 
Hyderabad on the night of 15 
September anticipating this possibil- 
ity, the swearing-in ceremony was 
put off, because the three days fol- 
lowing 16 September were ruled out 
by the astrologers as inauspicious. 
Apparently, Vijaya Bhaskara Reddy 
could not get his list approved over 
the telephone and was advised to 
take the evening flight to Delhi, 
which he did. As a result, the swear- 
ing-in ceremony had to be postponed 
by another day—till the morning of 
Monday 20 September. Most of the 
Congress(I) leaders including some 
15 ministers of the outgoing cabinet 
aspiring for a berth in the new 
cabinet, however, knew better. And 
so they left for Delhi ahead of Bhas- 
kara Reddy to lobby for their respec- 
tive cases. So much for the freedom 
of a Congress(I) CM. 


hen Mrs Gandhi promoted Bha- 
vanam Venkatram Reddy to 


the office of the CM she must have ` 


expected him to improve the Con- 
&ress(I) image which had been badly 
mauled by internecine quarrels and 
Scandals during the tenure of Dr 
Channa Reddy and his successor, 
njaiah. Bhavanam Venkatram Red- 
У could neither remove the stigma 
9f corruption nor restore harmony in 
the party. The success of minority 
groups of party legislators in man- 
IPulating the ouster of both Dr Red- 
ai, and Anjaiah with active en- 
nd agement from the high com- 
Rod created a number of pow- 
target: €s, all gunning for the same 
CORE when the plum went Venkat- 
who xn many influential leaders 
felt an their eyes set on the office 
3 eated. If they did not make 
their Oise at that time it was because 
e stinct for survival took prece- 

an are their ambitions. А 
Solemn У was the ink dry on their 
trigues Pledge of support, when in- 
undermj od infighting began to 
This ca Ine Venkatram's posidon: 
in March out rather sharply, when 
VAL the Congress(I) candidate 
ashim, who was the home 


eached the airport to catch 


the office of the chief minis-, 
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reat to Mrs Gandhi 


minister in Anjaiah's cabinet lost to 
the opposition candidate, Р. Babul 
Reddy, of the Janata Party at the 
Rajya.Sabha polls, despite the Con- 
gress(I) having a massive majority in 
the legislature. 

Al the while Bhavanam Venkat- 
ram Reddy could do nothing; he 
silently suffered the humiliation. In- 
deed, even at that early stage one 
could see that he had neither any 
control] over his ministers or the 
partymen. Having gained their 
berths in the cabinet on Delhi's dic- 
tates, the ministers did not feel 
obliged to the CM. They knew too 
well that Venkatram was powerless 
to discipline them as long as their 
mentors in Delhi backed them. As a 
result, Andhra Pradesh appeared to 
be run by 34 ministers instead of 
ones Bhavanam Venkatram accepted 


N. T. R: a th 


this state of affairs. What else could . 


he do? Wasn't he the chief minister 
at the gesture of Mrs Gandhi? Furth- 
er, he did not command any signifi- 
cant following among the partymen. 
This sense of insecurity led him to 
follow the maxim: live and let live. 
And to do that he withdrew into a 
shell. He became inaccessible to 
both partymen and the public. 
Worse, he lacked any initiative or 
drive. 


“All this taken together presented a ` 


picture of total confusion. Things 
came to such a pass that every Con- 
gressman, to whichever faction he 
belonged (there are ' six distinct:fac- 
tions), were convinced that with a 
leader like Bhavanam Venkatrám at 
the helm, the Congress(I) in the state 
was a sinking ship. There was a 
strong demand that:he should be 
replaced—and as fast as possible if 
Mrs Gandhi wanted the state to 
remain with her. It was not really the 
fear of NTR that was at the back of 
the demand: the Congressmen were 
more concerned about the escalating 
tensions within the party. The pre- 
sent change, most Congress(I) lead- 
ers believe, should have come about 
much earlier, before the Congress(I) 
image suffered an avoidable erosion 
due to poor leadership to Bhavanam 
3 ^ 


Venkatram. 
o tears were shed at the exit of 


Bhavanam Venkatram. The Con- 
gress(D), as well as a large-majority of 


` Anjaiah and Bha 
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people, in Andhra Pradesh would + 
like to write off his 200-day tenure as 

something of a bad debt. His succes- 

sor, Vijaya Bhaskara Rao, is general- 

ly regarded as a shrewd politician: 

he has risen from the ranks and 

surely knows his way to move around 

in the complex Andhra politics. Back 

in 1955, he surprised everyboay 

when in his debut at the Assembly 

elections he defeated a formidable 

rival, N. Sankara Reddy. And, again 

both in 1977 and 1980, he won the 
Kurnool Lok Sabha seat by a hand- 
some margin. As a finance minister 
from 1967 to 1970 in the K. Brahma- 
nanda Reddy cabinet, he enjoyed a 
reputation of being a competent 
administrator. By and large, his im- 
age in Andhra Pradesh is of a person 
who is honest, competent—and 
tough. 

He certainly has the qualifications 
to accomplish the task assigned to 
him—that of carrying a faction- 
ridden party with him for a massive 
electoral victory for the Congress(I). 
Nevertheless, it is an uphill task. 
What makes the task even more 
difficult is the fact that many of the 
prominent central leaders are par- 
ties to factional feuds in the state. 
Two main factions owe their alle- 
giance and look for guidance to P.V. 
Narasimha Rao and P. Shiv Shankar. 
Even non-Andhra leaders like Pra- 
nab Mukherjee and Narain Dutt 
Tewari are also said to have their 
own favourites. 

In the circumstances, the latest 
shuffle, understandably has not in- 
spired as much enthusiasm as it 
should have normally. The people of 
Andhra Pradesh have by now be- 
come so used to being ruled by 
Delhi—for a decade now it has had to 
put up with the chief ministers 
nominated by Delhi—that nothing 
encourages enthusiasm in them. The 
question that they are asking now is 
even if the new chief minister has 
the skill and the will to arrest the 
drift, does he have the necessary 
authority to enforce the will? Fre- 
quent changes in leadership of the 
Congress(I) have only helped to rein- 
force cynicism among the people 
who have been with Mrs Gandhi 
even in her darkest days. 

To put his party back on the rails, 
Mr Vijaya Bhaskara Reddy would 
have to accomplish a lot within just 
about six months. A popular joke 
doing the rounds in Andhra is that a 


ters: Dr Channa 
Reddy. And, 
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ft during battle. But the Ger- 
lost this battle, diverted their 
forces to capture Crete with an im- 
-essive airborne landing in which 
F00 transport planes were used, and 
then turned towards Russia. But 
eventually they lost air power and 
Һе war. 
е y now, the Indian Air Force (IAF) 
nad expanded and attained a 
strength of nine squadrons. It was a 
tactical air force and undertook the 
roles of reconnaissance, combat 
fighting, ground support and inter- 
diction. The IAF was solely depen- 
dent on the RAF for its supply of 
machines. Similarly, the Indian navy 
was always in a secondary and sub- 
ordinate role to the RN. 


aircra 
mans 
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The Post-War Years 


After partition, and with the divi- 
sion of assets between Pakistan and 
India, the IAF was left weaker than 
it was at the end of World War II. But 
gradually over the years, by a judi- 
cious purchase of modern aircraft 
and its own aircraft industry, India 
was able to build up a respectable air 
force which included several squad- 
rons of air observation planes. These 
were light 2-seater aircraft of a type 
being used in India for spraying 
crops. An Air Observation squadron 
is an, airforce unit: the planes are 
procured and maintained by airmen, 
but are flown by army artillery offic- 
ers who are specialised in observing 
the fall of artillery shells and effect- 
ing corrections by passing radio in- 
Structions to the gun positions. 

After Independence, the Indian 
navy was left with a handful of small 
ships. Immediate measures were 
taken to purchase a cruiser and 
three destroyers. Later, other ships 
and an aircraft carrier were added to 
the fleet. This last acquisition was 
greeted with sustained opposition, 


which continues even today, from a. 


section of the public and the press 
which proclaimed that the age of 
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India neither required this E 
could afford the luxury. Extracts 
from professional articles printed in 
Russia, America and Britain to sup- 
port the view that the large aircraft 
carrier was obsolete, were reprinted 


‘and quoted ad nauseam at every 


security semimar. (These extracts 
omitted those paragraphs which 
emphasise that small carriers cap- 
able of launching jump-jets and anti- 
submarine helicopters are being sug- 
gested as an alternative.) Naval cir- 
cles in South Block suspectéd that 
the anti-carrier campaign was being 
orchestrated by the IAF which was 
unabashedly opposed to the orga- 


nisation and training of a Fleet Air 


Arm under naval headquarters. 
The IAF's opposition was under- 
standable. It had been ordered to 
hand over all maritime reconnaiss- 
ance aircraft to the navy; moreover, 
this was the first time any other 
service was being allowed to enter 
the private preserve of the IAF. They 
could see the trend in other coun- 
tries and they feared that this would 
have a snowballing effect on the 
army which was already thinking 
about a separate army aviation corps 
on the lines existing in Britain, 
America and the Soviet Union. Apart 
from this, these pressures on the IAF 
from the two sister services, coin- 
cided with the advent of technologic- 
al compulsions which had occurred 
owing to the development of mis- 
siles. Serious doubts were being cast 
on the effectiveness, in the offensive 
role, of manned aircraft as compared 
with the unmanned missile. The US 
and USSR had already based their 
nuclear deterrent on the missile- 
carrier rather than the manned bom- 
ber which had been relegated to a 
secondary role. Then again, anti- 
aircraft missiles were making it diffi- 
cult for any air fo?ce to freely exer- 
cise its traditional role of close air- 
support to the ground forces, inter- 


'diction or the bombardment of hos- 


tile air fields. 


'against Pakistani ground forces; this 


Mr Jagjivan Ram, the then de- 
fence minister, correctly gauged the 
anxieties of the airmen. In order to 
assuage the air force's feelings, en- 
able the legitimate expansion of 
their manpower levels, and to main- 
tain their morale, the defénce minis- 
try wisely allotted the air force the 
role of manning and operating all 
static heavy anti-aircraft missiles 
that were then being procured and 
deployed for the defence of airfields 
and vital rear areas. (The manning 
and operating of anti-aircraft guns 
and light mobile missiles for the 
defence of tactical targets in the 
forward areas, continued to remain 
with the army and navy respec- 
tively.) 

Inter-service rivalries were post- 
poned by the Indo-Pak war (1965). 
From the air force’s point of view, 
the war was inconclusive. Air sup- 
port on both sides was largely tactic- 
al with a proportion of aircraft 
attempting counter-air operations 
against each other’s airfields to re- 
duce the quantum of hostilé air pow- 
er available to support the tactical 
battle. No attempt was made to gain 
local air superiority in any sector. 
But it was significant that the Indian 
manufactured Gnat fighter was more 
than a match for the Pakistani man- 
ned US Sabre jets. Regrettably, the 
Indian navy had very little dramatic. 
action. INS Vikrant was in the dry 
dock when hostilities commenced; 
this was to become additional fuel 
for the aircraft-carrier critics, who 
proclaimed that “the navy s white 
elephant should be scrapped.” 

The next Indo-Pak war (1971) was 
fought on two fronts. In the east, the 
air force achieved complete air sup- 
remacy over Bangladesh. On the 
western front, IAF fighter-bombers 
carried out effective strikes on 
Karachi port and oil installations, 
and provided tactical support. 


was devastatingly effective in the 
Rajasthan desert. The navy’s per- 
formance was outstanding. Rocket, 
ships of the Western Fleet sank two: 
Pakistani destroyers and damaged a 
third off Karachi. The Eastern Fleet 
sank a Pakistani submarine and sea- 
led off the sea routes to Bangladesh 
while aircraft from the carrier 
bombed the major ports preventing 
any port activity. The admirals were 
so elated that one of them even 
assured the public that the navy was 
“ready to sink the US 7th Fleet” 
when it sailed into the Bay of Bengal. 


Growing Air 
Force Fears 


But the euphoria of war could пог 
conceal the lack of rapport between 
the air force on the one hand and 
navy 4nd army on the other. Again it 
iwas evident that the military lacked _ 
well-analysed concepts and a com- — 
prehensive theory on JOWE 
acceptable to all three service: 
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Your shoes need 


herry Blossom for the 
shine that protects. 


Every day your shoes kick up dust, step into puddles or stub 
their toes. That's why they need Cherry Blossom. Its rich 
wax ingredients give them a super shine and protect the leather «9 
too, keeping it soft and supple for years. Give your shoes that | 
Cherry shine....and watch them take the smooth & 
; with the rough in their stride. 


Available in black, dark tan, light brown and neutral. 


Did you Cherry Blossom your shoes today ? 
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the Air Observation squad- » 
ad converted to helicopters, 


while 
rons other technological advances 
man 


ccurring over the years 
had Nese AS eene ШП a no 
an d effect on the tactical doctrine. 
founc al and Short Take-Off-and- 
Verte (VSTOL) aircraft had 
Landing high- f 1 g 
d a high-performance level; 
Advance Warning ғ ıd Control Sys- 
(AWACS) aircraft could now 
etectively double the performance 
e a limited number of aircraft in a 
given zone; and combat helicopter 
units had, come into extensive use in 
Vietnam and elsewhere. 

The army and the navy agree that 
the procurement and employment of 
AWACS aircraft is an air force re- 
sponsibility. (These planes are very 
expensive and only two or three 
would be required. Thus the IAF 
would spend a huge slice of its 
budget and not increase its total 
aircraft strength.) The navy claims 
VSTOL aircraft as a special naval 
requirement for use on short-deck 
carriers. It also claims a larger share 
of helicopters, both for communica- 
tion purposes and also as an anti- 
submarine weapon. Meanwhile, the 
army stepped up its demand for an 
army aviation corps: a requirement 
that is not only based on historic 
evolution, as witnessed in all prog- 
ressive armies of the world, but also 
on the inevitable outcome of the 
advent of the combat helicopter. 
During the Indo-Pak -war (1971), a 
dashing corps commander in East- 
ern Army had used unarmed helicop- 
ters with unorthodox abandon in 
Bangladesh, moving infantry and 
guns behind the Pakistani defences 
to disrupt their communications, de- 
Moralise the defenders and hasten 
their collapse. The generals were so 
enthusiastic that one of them 
Oasted that “considering what we 
1d spontaneously with unarmed 
helicopters, if the army had gun- 
sups and a deliberate plan, we could 
ave overrun Pakistan in one week.” 
d Ute understandably, the ТАЕ was 
E Y upset by these trends, more 
9 because then the Israeli air force 
ae Suffered very high .losses of 
S from Egyptian-manned Rus- 
aes ee and -7 missiles in the 
È Ар war (1973), emphasis- 
the "e vulnerability of aircraft in 

ditional close support role. 
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and self-sufficient countries like the 
Soviet Union or America could 
afford to have separate air forces for 
their armies and navies, and also 
maintain a strategic and tactical air 
force manned by airmen, India 
which had to import all its major 
requirements, and had limited re- 
Sources, should count every paise it 
spent. Therefore; the most cost effec- 
tive method would be to have all the 
air resources pooled into one air 
force manned by airmen which could 
then make available whatever was 
needed to the other two services 
without loss of efficiency. This argu- 
ment based on economy was their 
strongest card. Unfortunately, one 
very senior air force officer took the 
argument a step further and spoilt it 
all. Whilst lecturing to an inter- 
service audience at Staff College, he 
pleaded that defence spending was 
too heavily weighed in the army’s 
favour. He recommended that the 
annual budget be proportionately 
distributed to each service based on 
their respective manpower levels: a 
suggestion so patently unscientific 


that it provoked much amusement. 


(Anyway, if taken seriously, the sug- 


gestion would have been most un- 


favourable to the air force.) 

In 1974, the army formally pre- 
sented its case for the creation of an 
Army Aviation Corps. Whilst so 
doing, it accepted that the air force 
should continue to man and operate 
all fixed wing aircraft, but claimed 
that the army should take over all 
helicopters, thus assuming sole re- 
sponsibility for the roles of short- 
distance communication flights, 
casualty evacuation and artillery 
observation. The army also wanted a 
proportion of the existing helicopter 
fleet to be converted into gun-ships 
and reorganised into Combat units 
designed to be used offensively or 
defensively in a ground battle: (All 
the equipment required to do this 
can be fabricated in India.) Whilst 
the army's case was being examined 
by the defence ministry, selected air 


Soviet Mi-24: gunship for the army? 


locations of headquarters) Some 


à Ё pe 


force officers made desperate moves 
to cultivate Mr Sanjay Gandhi and 
win him over to their cause. The 
electoral defeat of the Congress and ә 
the installatio of a Janata govern- 

ment upset their calculations in that 
direction. 


Defining the problem > 


When the Army Aviation Corps y 

papers were put up to Mr Jagjivan f 
Ram who had been reappointed de- 
fence minister in the new govern- 
ment, he requested the air force to 
give their comments on the army’s 
proposals. He then constituted a spe- 
cial committee composed of the 
three seniormost secretaries. The 
committee was asked to study the 
proposals and give its recommenua- 
tions to the government. The secre- 
taries functioned like a minor Sup- 
reme Court; they gave an opportun- V 
ity to the two services to present 
their arguments and spent over a 
month Jistening to both sides. One 
member jearned the reputation of 
sleeping through it all; another 
apparently listened to everything 
attentively but understood nothing; 
the third is reported to have heard 
and absorbed every word, but pre- 
tended that he had understood no- 
thing. The net result was that no 
decision has been taken till today. 
This is not exceptional. A committee 
is not fertile ground for the growth of 
strategic, or tactical concepts that 
must flow from dispassionate profes- 
sionals who should consider technic- 
al, economic and military factors, 
devoid of emotional or other ex- 
traneous aspects. 

Genuine inter-service cooperation 
arises from a joint consideration at 
all stages of operational planning: 
conception, discussion and execu- 
tion. This can best happen when the 
services are made to live and work 
together. (This is the rationale for 
the National Defence College, the 
Defence Staff College and the 
National Defence Academy being in- 
ter-service institutions.) The first 
principle of close air support, there- 
fore, demands that operational army 
and air headquarters be located E 
alongside each other. Unfortunately, Е 
we have located our air and army 
headquarters at all the command 
levels in widely separated stations. 
(In Eastern Command, for example, 
one is at Calcutta and the other at 
Shillong. The problem of coordinat- 
ing air support for Sikkim, Aru 
nachal Pradesh, Nagaland or Mizo 
am is by no means simplified by such _ 
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headquarters and it is too late to 
remedy this defect by changing loca- 
tions now. Because of this basic de- 
fect, thesuccess of any jpint army-air 
. venture is ufually effected more by 
the good fortune of personal rela- 
tions between individual army and 
air force commanders, than on any 
ifstitutionalised system. The ser- 
vices have tried to improve matters 
by the establishment of cells from 
the air force with army field head- 
quarters wherever necessary. In 
spite of this, army officers complain 
that their legitimate demands for 
close support in war are sometimes 
not met promptly at critical junc- 
tures in battle. They consider the 
situation unredeemable as the same 
defects prevail during ideal peace- 
time training conditions. 
However, it would be unfair to 
blame the air force for the short 
‘comings of the system; it would also 
be naive to believe that these mat- 
ters will somehow be solved by rais- 
ing an Army Air Corps. Economy 
demands that an improvement be 
made by a dispassionate analysis of 
the problem and reorganising the 
system with improved equipment 
and serious training, to enable a 
quicker response in a fast moving 
battle situation, whether this be for 
photographic and visual reconnaisg- 
ance, interdiction or close offensive 
support. All these tasks are per- 
formed by fixed-wing aircraft; the 
army, whilst agreeing that economic 
considerations are of paramount im- 
portance, has therefore, accepted 
that these responsibilities continue 
to be shouldered by the air force. 
The army, however, sees no justifica- 
tion for the air force continuing to be 
responsible for the maintenance and 
operation of the helicopter fleet em- 
ployed in the roles of artillery 
observation, communication flights, 
casualty evacuation and the prop- 
osed gun-ships. 

The air force admits that the army 
could be trained to operate and 
maintain the helicopter fleet, but 
consider that it would be unecono- 
mical for them to do this as it would 
only be duplicating the existing faci- 
lities required to maintain such a 
fleet. If the army can accept that 
fixed-wing close support continue to 
be provided by the air force, then 
why should there be this clamour for 
helicopters? Surely, economic con- 
siderations should prevail; surely, 
the better solution for the proper 
utilisation of this expensive equip- 
ment is through joint training and 
planning in peace time? The air 
force is looking after the Air 
Observation squadrons, even though 

these are manned by army officers. 
Surely, the army can accep; the same 
arrangement for its proposed gun- 
ships. It would be unfortunate if the 
army was to blindly follow the navy's 
wrong example. ^ - 
The air force still regrets that the 
navy has a Fleet Air Arm. It beliefes 
that this would never have happened 
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if the navy had lost its case for an 
aircraft carrier. Having acquired 
that “white elephant", it was un- 
avoidable that the navy has to orga- 
nise its own air arm and take over 
the procurement and operatior.al 
maintenance oi alle their fixed-wing 
aircraft and helicopter. The Harrier 
jump-jet's performange in the Falk- 
lands war has added weight to the 
navy’s arguments for an expansion of 
the Fleet Air Arm in that direction. 
This further distresses the air force 
who believe that the high costs of a 
jump-jet, which is a specialised 
weapon that may never be used in a 
future war, will eat into the limited 
overall defence budget and, there- 
fore, restrict the procurement by, the 
air force of other allpurpose fighter 
bombers which would have en- 
hanced the overall air power of the 
nation and would have been a power- 
ful back-up support for either the 
navy or the army in a future war; the 
IAF is convinced that this would be a 
more practical and cost-effective ex- 
penditure of indien money. 

These suggestions by the air force 
are pertinent ond touch two crux 
problems that iace our military plan- 
ners. Firstly, there is need for a chief 
of defence staff to oversee the three 


chiefs and bring dispassionate pro- 
fesional balance and wisdom when 
the three have a disagreement over 


concepts and budgetary allotments; 
itis fallacious to believe that this can 
be resolved by a committee of secre- 
taries. (This whole business of the 
need for a chief of defence staff is a 
separate issue which is not being 
dealt with in this article.) The second 
problem, which is relevant to this 
debate, is: Where should we fit the 
proposed armed helicopter combat 
unit In the militarv order of battle? 
Must this be an army unit? Why can 
this not be an air force unit manned 
by the army is the case with the 
Air Observation squadrons? To 
answer these questions will require a 
brief review of the evolution of milit- 
ary organisations, 
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strategy and different tactics: these assess. 
terms refer to the conception ang more ‹ 
execution of war and their choice compa 
will characterise the pattern of any doxica 
fighting. Strategy conceives of how END m 
an enemy may be defeated; tactics than г 
decide the means by which this con. tactics 
ception is executed. Strategy pre. | artille: 
pares an army for battle; tactics the fa 
designs how the battle will be AX. 
fought. The government’s decision to Mob 
provide armed lielicopters to our | 
forces is a strategic decision; the Нау: 
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a strategic one; the organisations M 
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The choice of tactics is directly M 
influenced by four factors: terrain, off, Lr 
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weapons. These factors are variable (uet 
which is why the tactics used in war ORE 
are constantly changing and why ctm 
warfare is so uncertain. It is easy to can, th 
see how terrain may influence tac VEL 
tics. Fast armour tactics cannot be * Bim 
employed on the rugged mountains | numbe 
of north India or in the jungles of organis 
east India. The wide open western питЬе 
border affords Pakistan with oppor with t 
tunity to carry out — land-grabbing Just a. 
surprise attack tactics. The quick domin: 
moving armed helicopter is the best tions a 
anti-tank defensive weapon to coun ing ele 
ter this and gain time whilst the Since 
conventional defences are шор ches, h 
ised. (This establishes the justifica foot so] 
tion for the employment of arme tactica 
helicopter tactics in the defence round 
though it does not, by itself, help on radica] 
to decide whether this weaP? | the tan 
should be employed by the air forc? War. Or 
or the army.) Weather effects may naed fe 
ern armies, for men and materia Were ; 
can be made to function poorly j Orses 
extremes of cold, heat or rain: 0 ander ; 
third element effecting the choice of 4 9f man 
tactics is the character and’ habits i 1 апсеѕто 
the enemy. With a bold enemy Yi t ap 
can be cautious; if he is timid "E Orgot 
can be daring; if he 1S o € not 
confident you can surprise and ny lapse n 
ble him. d but in 
That weapons, the fourth fa ШОШ 
play a decisive part in the cho û he im 
tactics, requires no emphasis: zy about 
man is armed with a rifle t Mobilit 
another with a pistol, the fe Was gr 
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help one 
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‚ air force 
ects mot 
materials 


d prefer to fight at a distance, 
uod superior range of his rifle 

uld give him an advantage; the 
wo armed with a pistol, would 

aP apt to reduce this superiority 
die would try to crawl forward as 
and as possible before opening fire, 
clo idual weapons can drastically 
D ge the character of tactics; the 
weapon with superior range invari- 
ably becomes the fulcrum of tactics. 
Thus, all things being equal, should 
an army be equipped with bows, 
spears and swords, their tactics 
would be shaped around the arrow; 
if armed with cannon: and muskets, 
then around the cannon. The relative 
values of bows and muskets is easy to 
assess. However, the matter becomes 
more complicated when one tries to 
compare tanks and artillery. Para- 
doxically, even though an artillery 
gun may have a much longer range 
than a tank's gun, the fulcrum of 
tactics shifts to the tank and not 
artillery. This happens because of 
the factor of mobility. 


Mobility 


Having studied the various factors 
and decided on the tactics and 
weapons desired for the conduct of 
war, the military is still left with the 
problem of correctly organising the 
army to fulfil a given tactical plan. 
As range is the dominant character- 
istic of any weapon, so speed and 
mobility are the characteristics of 
offensive or defensive operations. 
Movement has been called the 
"soul" of war. An army which moves 
quickly can always anticipate the 
actions of a less rapid opponent; it 
can, therefore, bring more men and 
weapons into action at any decisive 
Point, even if inferior in overall 
numbers. Thus, the basic problem in 
organisations is to arrange that a 
number of men can move and act 
With the greatest possible speed. 
Just as tactics is decided by the 
minant weapon, tactical organisa- 
tons are decided by the fastest mov- 
ing element in the group. 

Since an elephant, over long mar- 
Ches, had about the same speed as a 
001 soldier, so for centuries in India, 
tactical organisations were built 
round the foot soldier. The first 
radical change in mobility came with 
уа aming of the horse and its use in 
anes ancestors could not see the 
ee for change until our elephants 
hore: repeatedly overwhelmed by 
* Bud firstly by those used by Alex- 
of mand later by the Turks; a gap 
апсези> centuries during which our 
ies ors incorporated horse cavalry 
forg PParently learnt nothing and 
ae Nothing. However, it should 
lapse ed that this was a tactical 
bur RUE in the choice of a weapon 
mopjj; derstanding the function of 
The ino !n reshaping organisations. 
Our vention of the tank brought 
iljr Other radical change in 

Y- As its power of movement 
Sreater than that of the foot 
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soldier or the 
existing military 
to be remodelléd 
? meee there are three basic ques- 

pns racing our planners today: first- 
ly, will the armed helicopter, as a 
Weapon.influence future tactics? The 
answer is “yes;” the fact that our 
government ,is introducing this 
weapon is proof that there is wide 
agreement on this Strategic issue. 
Secondly, as we are going to have 
armed helicop: ге do we fit 
these in our batt r? There are 
two broad alternatiy Keep them as 
an air force unit which is manned by 
army crews and oyed by the 
army; or evolve organisation 
for the ground around this 
new fulcrum of tac an army unit 
manned and commanded by soldiers. 
This decision is also a strategic one, 
but it cannot be a red with assur- 
ance, without asking and answering 
the third question tactical one. 
Does the introduction of this weapon: 
warrant the re-modelling of units 
around the air cavalry concept? The 
answer is “yes.” It is this answer 
which effects the answer to the 
second strategic question, 


A Rational Concept 


1 
horse 


or artillery, 
isations had 
und it. 


Concepts must flow from a dispas- 
sionate professional consideration of 
technical, economic and military fac- 
tors; the sole aim is victory in war for 
the survival of the nation, and not 
inter-service or civil service one- 
upmanship. The navy needs its air- 
craft carriers and the fixed-wing air- 
craft and helicopters that operate 
with its fleets. The [AF must retain 
full control over all other fixed-wing 
aircraft and the roles that they per- 
form for the army; the profesional 
skills that air force pilots bring to 
such tasks cannot be matched by 
parttime army pilots. Д 

The fast-moving armed helicopter 
is not merely a carrier; it is the best 
defensive weapon to gain time over a 
widespread sector whilst convention- 
al defences are activated. Technolo- 
gy enables the same force to be used 
also as a reconnaissance force or an 
offensive force. In the former role, it 
could watch a wide front. In the 


- offensive role it can jump the ditch- 


cum-bund defences and other tank 
obstacles which have been n 
structed all along the internationa 
border of Pakistan and, thus, act as a 
deterrent to any future aggression 
from that direction. An offensive 
helicopter force шо conse оа 
combination of artery » 
1 bridge-head acros 
infantry to hold a MR $ 
armed helicopters to 
an obstacle and armet p 9 
ile c ttacks unti. 
off hostile counter at 

d aid ground forces link pp. The 
armed helicopter will, s C 

ics on the te 

fulcrum of tactics on the } 1 
Pent new o are atc oe 
have to take sna ae ht 
use of these consider 
n oS unavoidable that 


tions, ШО “be integrated 


the armed helicopter 


ъа 


„Ж * 
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into the army battle order, which 
must be indivisible in close combat. _ 

The question of whether all the 
remaining | airforce  heljcopters ° 
which perform the tasks of com- 
munication, artillery observation’ 
and casualty evacuation, should also 
become the army’s responsibility is 
of minor consequence; those ase 
merely carriers. No strategic or tac- 
tical considerations are involved in 
that decision which can be post- 
poned till time decides which service 
can control this most economically. 

(By the same analogy, the army's 
Parachute Brigade is not interested 
in piloting the planes (carriers) 
which fly them into their dropping 
zone. But once they jump out, they 
need their own organisations for 
command reconnaissance, defence 
and attack—this must be indivisible. 
Similarly, the-air force should not 
fear that the border security force or ® 
police will begin asking for gn inde- 
pendent air arm; there can be no 
strategic or tactical justification for 
this.) But we cannot delay the orga- 
nisation and training of the new 
combat helicopter units. It would be 
naive to believe that if these recom- 
mendations are implemented today, 
we can guarantee that the new heli- 
copter units will be tactically effec- 
tive tomorrow. Everything will de- 
pend on how old units are reshaped 
and reorganised around this new 
fulcrum of power. This requires time 
professional clarity of thought and 
intellectual honesty if it is to be done 
efficiently. 

Our ancestors could not under- 
stand the function of mobility in 
reshaping organisations and, there- 
fore, neglected horse cavalry in 
favour of the elephant until it was 3 
too late. This neglect is not histor- E 
ically exceptional. The British, who 3 
were pioneers in the concept of the 
tank and naval support aircraft, neg- 
lected both weapons after World 
War I; it was others who used them 
to advantage as fulcrums of power. 

Our military ancestors, though brave 
individuals, also never seemed to k 
grasp the crucial value of weapons to. 
tactics. The Marathas had gun found- 
ries established in 1739, but the 
tactics of their army remained of a 
heterogeneous character. While they 
accepted new arms they did not 
relegate the old ones to a secondary 
position. Consequently, the weapo 
used by their soldiers represented — 
all stages of development, and some 
of them were relics of the early stone _ 
age; one finds slings and arrows - 
being used along with firearms ir 
1761. Іп fact, Indian rulers of that 
time saw the strategic value of 
non and firearms, but seemed unable 
to reorganise their tactics. nd th 
new fulcrum of firearm 

ity to appreciate the cruc 

mobility and weapons to 
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‘Things have not L 
changed in Pakistan’ |. 


ghings have not 
P changed in Pakis- 
tan. The army re- 
mains in complete 

A. control. The exist- 
ence of Pakistan is not needed by 
the people of Pakistan. It is needed 
by a tiny Punjabi-dominated ruling 
class, which comprises the army 
chiefs and the bureaucrats." These 


| 
pon 


words were spoken by a former 


chief minister of Pakistan’s border 
province of Baluchistan, who now 
lives in exile in a leafy London 
suburb. The Baluchi triumvirate 
consisted of Khair Baksh Marri, 
Ataullah Mengal and Ghaus Bux 
Bizenjo. Marri is now based in 
Kabul, Mengal is in London, while 
Bizenjo remains in Pakistan. The 
first two have lost hope in a solu- 
tion which is dependent on the 
existing socio-political structure of 
Pakistan. Bizenjo, increasingly re- 
viled and 
argue for a federal Pakistan. 
And yet there can be little doubt 
that history’s strange decision, 
whereby the country’s smallest pro- 
vince (in terms of population) has 
produced its most advanced politi- 
cians, bothers the military regime 
much more than stray terrorists. 
Mengal admits that it is now 
endgame. He argues that the 
Baluchis will not be satisfied till 
they have won all their rights: “Till 
Liaquat Ali Khan’s assassination, 
the bureaucracy had not decided 
how to run the country. Their 
dilemma was simple: how to retain 
colonies that would not challenge 
the central authority of the power- 
ful. military-bureaucratic complex 
that was beginning to establish it- 
Self. For Baluchistan, it (Pakistan) 
was always an uncomfortable state. 
Kalat did not agree to accession. 
However, after the chicanery that 
ed to a merger with Pakistan, we 
decided to adjust ourselves to the 
new situation. What was the result? 
e entire bureaucracy treated the 
aluchis as traitors. ‘The mistrust 
Was phenomenal and it was initi- 
ated by the ruling stratum. They 
flooded non-Baluchis into the pro- 
Vince. They discriminated against 
Us on every level. QAM 
‘When I was in Mach jail in 
Baluchistan I noticed a remarkable 
act. A prison warder is the lowest- 
Paid employee of the government. 
lere were 120 warders in the 
Prison. Only 11 were Baluchis! lf 
anyone had stated this, he woul 
have been dubbed a traitor. The 
alat Scouts have only tw9 
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Baluchis in them and the Sibi 
Scouts have none. The officers are 
from Punjab and the soldiery is 
from the NWFP (North West Fron- 
tier Province.) Today,if you land at 
Quetta airport you will find that 95 
per cent of the police are from 
‘outside.” 

Mengal speaks calmly, without 
demagogy and with an anger that is 
repressed. His case is unanswer- 
able. He regards the Bhutto period 
as the last chance there was for a 
satisfactory solution but he believes 
that Bhutto retreated under a 
series of external and internal 
pressures and finally signed his 
own death warrant by sending in 
the army to occupy the recalcitrant 
province. There were heavy casual- 
ties on both sides, An even more 
dramatic death was that of demo- 
cracy: the army used Baluchistan to 
take over the entire country. 
According to Mengal: “When Mar- 


" After the merger with 
Pakistan, the Baluchis 
tried to adjust them- 
selves to the new situa- 
“tion. What was the re- 
sult? The entire 
bureaucracy treated the 
Baluchis as traitors. The 
mistrust was phenomen: 
al and it was initiated by 

the ruling stratum. 
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ri, Bizenjo and I, met General Zia Ч 
| 

1 


Е ө after our release from prison іп 
1 ‘1977 we came to the conclusion that 


Today,in Baluchistan you will come | 
acros$ a military fort every 50 
miles. Sibi, Dera Bugti, Kuzdar, 
Kalat are all full of military HQs. 
Their attitude to the people is that | 
of conquerors. All these years we | 
had been hoping that the East: 
Pakistanis would one day prevail 
and minority rights in the West 
would be protectcd. Then came 
Bangladesh and there was no pro” E 
tection left. We had one, last hope. | } 
We thought that the West Pakistani 1 
: 
D. 


1 
there was no change whatsoever. i 


rulers would assimilate the les- гар 
sons of Bangladesh. Today, ме real- 
ise that this was an illusion. We 
have come to the firm conclusion 
that we cannot live honourably in 
the present setup in Pakistan." 
During the guerrilla war in 
Baluchistan, special commando un- 
its were formed to hunt down 
Baluch oppositionists throughout 
the country. The .operation was 
headed by a military-fascist Briga- 1 
dier Bashir based in Quetta. It was | 
Bashir who ordered the killing of Е 
Mengal’s eldest son, Asadullah. The 
young Mengal was trapped and shot 
dead in a side street in Karachi. 
Mengal was heartbroken, but says: 
“Гуе lost so many sons in Baluchis- 
tan, so another is dead." Brigadier 
Bashir was never reprimanded. He 
left the army.after the Baluch lead- 
ers were released. Bashir regarded 
this as a betrayal and wanted Marri 
and Mengal to be hanged. He was 
rewarded by being made chairman 
of the Ghee corporation, where he 
sits today getting richer by the day. і 
А fortnight ago there was a knock | | 
| 


С à 
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at Mengal's front door. It was the | 

neighbours who told him that Misi _ 
car had been set on fire. The blaze | 

was subdued before it spread to the | 

house. A few days after this episode 

his children were assaulted in | 
broad daylight on a street near | 
where he lives. When the local | 
police asked Mengal whether he 
had any enemies, the Baluch chief} 
replied: *Yés, the government of | 
Pakistan.” It could, of course, be | 
yet another racist attack on an 
Asian family. These are, after all, | 
only too common. But the suburb | 
where Mengal lives is not known | 
for such attacks. The possibility | 
remains that these acts constitu 
a warning to the former chief mi 
ter from his traditional politic 
opponents. 
(Copyright reserved) 
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The state's Congress 


reports PRASHANT PATNAIK, 


ORISSA FLOODS 


relief opera 
were mismana: 


(1) politicians made m 


raped and there is Biridi village. The 
waters have completely washed 
away the village." Rasalata's eyes 
were full of tears. 


erry while the people. suf 
after touring the flood-affected areas 


саши 


fered, 


Mohanty, who is all 
in the Chhabirani m 
Bhagaban Mishra 


egedly inyo 
urder case ¢ 
» а cook jp 


0 о you know the 
6 6 cause of this flood. 

9 which has created. 

havoc in Orissa? It 

is the curse of 


Chhabirani, wife of journalist Naba 
Kishore Mahapatra; who was raped 
and killed on the banks of Biluakhai 
river just two years back. It took two 
years for her tears to swell and 
create havoc for the people and the 
government who have silently toler- 
ated the criminals," said Rasalata 
Mishra, a 40-year-old widow of 
'Kamasasan village, which has been 
completely devastated and washed 
away by the huge breach on the: 
embankment of Kathjori at 
Daleighai in Cuttack district, when 
this Correspondent visited the vil- 
lage on 5 September. Then, pointing 
her finger towards Biluakhai river, 
Rasalata continued, *That was the 
riverbed where Chhabirani was 
The World Peace 
UR ж -. 


in д 


Three starving Raghunathpur pri 


tre, *When a pe 


mary health 
rson like Wy 
charge of rd 


daughters were pestering her for 
food and her 11-year-old son was Mohanty is put in 

shivering with fever. operations, is it possible to ey 

Since 30 August, when flood wa- aid to reach the people? ^ 

ters entered her village, she and her is was not. the only che 
children had been without food and 

shelter. Rasalata’s was not an iso- 
lated case; the other villagers too 
had faced the same fate, waiting 
every day for relief to reach them. 
Even six days after the flood waters 
had swept their village, no relief or 
medical aid had arrived. The politi- 
‘clans of Orissa were obviously too terests. This is just one instant 
busy to bother themselves with mun- h i j i 
dane matters like these, And keep- nisn 
Ing in pace with Orissa's corrupt 
government, the person who has: 
been put in charge of flood relief 
Operations of this area is Nanda 
Pagoda cut off ‘by the floods 


areas. The floods affected eim 
of Orissa's 13 districts, and 8 
villages spread over 24 sub-divi 
and 100 blocks were flooded; E 
misery to about a crore of pe 
According to official estim 
however, only 52 lakh peop h 
been affected. Again, o 
government claimed that 15 8 
had died due to the floods, а i 
sive tour of the flood-affecte 
Proved that the toll was at leas, 
hile people of the villages ott 
near embankments could E in 
ter, others whose homes wer 


{ш 
lying areas were not so forty 


nt ret? 
nis re A 
the flood warning a day befo 0 

Ў sa’s CM sent an SOS to the #7 
i force and the West Benga! Fy 
g ment for sending rescue 4% 
i teams. The following day: 
; x vik helicopters arrived to be£ 
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in spate dit 
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fected eight 
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staying on river and, canal 
kments exposed to the sun 
„ain, had attacks of pneumo- 
Mend sastro-intestinal diseases, 
ја 5 The reason is that the govern- 
| had totally mismanaged the 
en relief operations and corrupt 

liticians were busy indulging in 
Diis. rivalries by diverting aid to 
de those areas where they had 
ШУ interests. For instance, 
rough the state government had 
romised emergency relief for seven 
Hays to 52 lakhs of flood-affected 
people, till the time of writing, only 
about half of them had received any 
aid. One reason for this was the 
wrong placement of officers in key 
positions. Mr D. P. Bagchi, registrar 
of cooperative societies and Mr A. K. 
Roy, chairman of the forest corpora- 
tion, were incharge, at Bhubaneswar 
airport, of coordinating food- 
dropping operations. Both these 
officers have had little or no experi- 
ence in this field. Nor were they as 
familiar with the topography of the 
flood-affected areas. As a result, 
these two officers did not get the 
cooperation of the revenue and food 
and civil supplies departments 
which usually do such emergency 
relief work. Besides, while the IAF 
was prepared to airdrop food to the 
flood-affected areas, the state gov- 
ernment officials failed to supply 
them with sufficient quantities of 
foodstuff nor could they determine 
clearly the spots where food had to 
be airdropped. Since all land routes 
ad been cut off, the only way of 
reaching food to the marooned peo- 
ple was by airdropping it. 


The IAF had put five helicopters at 
the disposal of the Orissa govern- 
ment, besides two helicopters which 


had been provided by Oil India. But, 


9n most occasions, the helicopters 
Co doing sorties transporting 
BE liticians and VIPs to the flood- 
mos ted areas, instead of carrying 
EE relief operations. Such was the 
mer ation, that at one point of time, 
E де air force officials, exasperated 
politi irresponsible behaviour of the 
offici wens and state government 
Чери, 5, complained to the union 
Singh muinister of defence, Mr K. P. 
army re On 2 September, the 
Стас Тег receiving an SOS from 
an IAE loaded six speed boats onto 
lt as helicopter büt had to unload 
ministe LY to make room for a 
Oda fF who wanted to visit the 
Peneq Rue ted areas. When this hap- 
Speed p rice, each time the cargo of 
the medals had to be unloaded at 
Priorit Ival of VIPs who were given 
by the state government 
5 this was brought to the 
ts r Singh Deo. The speed- 
minis иеге 
One Taye S timely intervention. Said 
dent, «ypersonnel to this correspon- 
* are more interested in 
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helping the people than entertaining 
politicians and VIPs.” 


The experience of the army per- 
sonnel was even worse. On receiving 
an SOS from the Orissa government 
on 29 August, 260 armymen from the 
Engineering and Signals Division 
rushed to the state with 33 power- 
boats and ten rowboats to carry out 
relief and rescue operations. Briga- 
dier Sukhinder Singh of the 120 
Infantry Battalion was in charge of 
coordination and liaison between the 
Orissa government and the army. 
The state government officials were 
to contact the army units by six 
o'clock every morning and provide 
them with relief materials and 
guides to take them to the flooded 
areas for conducting relief opera- 
tions. But, according to the army 
officers this correspondent met, it 
was routine for the state government 
officials to contact the army control 
only around 11 am, when nearly half 


` the day was wasted doing nothing. 


o. S d 
To add to this already mismanage 
situation, the Congress(I) leaders g 
the state decided to distribute relie 
material according to political con- 
siderations. For instance, ‘when р 
cue boats were wee rem "s 
aleighai in Cuttack а ME 
Coane Mahapatra, the | с 
tion minister of anos. арон se in 
boats instead to 
ias Du was relatively less 
affected, simply Dee Eo 
imilarly, Kujang, 

sents that area. Es UN Dal Jin 


gain, 


A jeep washed away by the flood waters 


got reljef only on i ) 
een 
mber. There has ha oe 


area of Puri district were arrested 
because they complained that the 
officials involved in flood relief op- 
erations had issued more relief mate- 
rials in Congress(I) pockets and had 
ignored the opposition pockets. Even 
voluntary organisations had a diffi- 
cult time in distributing food for the 
marooned people simply because of 
the apathetic attitude of the state 
government. A spokesman of the 

- Bhubaneswar branch of the Utkal 
Mahila Samity (affiliated to the 
National Federation of Indian 
Women), told this correspondent 
that the organisation had arranged 
cooked food for about 2,000 people 
and requested the officials in charge 
of relief operations to provide trans- 
port to carry it to the flood-affected 
areas. But, the government officials 
took no steps to help out the orga- 
nisation. 

While the people of the state were 
suffering because of the floods, some 
MLAs were busy making trips out- 
side the state. Mr Bipin Das, govern: ` 
ment chief whip,whose Pipli Assem- _ 
bly constituency was totally sub- - 

. merged under water, left for Delhi 
along with former com y. 
velopment minister, . 


“EUTHERIA 
gives me 
prompt relief 
from. 

muscular sprains ^ 
and pains’ 


-Says Kapil Dev 


“Very often my muscles get sprained 
while bowling or batting. That is 
why I always keep EUTHERIA with 
me. It gives me prompt relief from 
‘muscular sprains and pains. It also 
helps me to get rid of headache and 
cold. I trust EUTHERIA. ’ 
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LOCIS the anti-dandruff патри regular use of BanDan, now you can 
that not only washes ou j 
fast, but continues to prevent it E i 

between shampoos. Because E mes 
unique, tested formula T Its anti-dandruff acti 
even after you wash an continues to 
hair. And while it's tough on Е 
dandruff, it's gentle to your nalr- 


ashampoo that | - 
oniy wes esout | 


prevents it,too. 


With a balanced low-fat diet and 
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banish forever 
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i i ick and 
er Aslam Sher Khan angrily put away his hockey sticl | 
QUEE Were on international competitions, the story. ої Us AE is 
the most candid and frank portrait we have yet had of an Indian hoc n 
player—a modern hero continuously assaulted by officialdom, fate and is 
own failings. To Hell With Hockey: The life story of Aslam Sher Khan by Matin 
Khan (Allied Publishers, price Rs 15)is different from the general run of Indian 
sports books and biographies. It goes much beyond the playing field to the 
emotional makeup and the sociological tensions pressing upon the mind ofa 
young boy born in a Bhopal back-alley, who discovered that the inti Icacies of 
"hockey came naturally to him. This official biography of Aslam Sher Khan's life 
is in the same genre as Mohammed Ali's story, The Greatest. It is honest and 
unashamed. It is also the first book that explains.exactly what is wrong with 


Indian hockey today. We publish exclusive extracts. 


When does a man begin to live! 
How does a person learn to die! 


he answers depend on the 

meaning you give to life and 

to your conception of death. 

To me, Aslam Sher Khan, 

born in a kuchcha-tiled roof 
house in Bhopal, life has always 
meant fulfilment. And frustration, 
death. I began to live and learnt to 
die in the same year: 1969. 

Life was a total mess. All efforts of 
my widowed mother had gone to 
‘waste. So had my father's training to 
groom me to represent India in the 
Olympics in hockey. I had staked a 
claim for a place in my hometown 
Bhopal's team for the National Hock- 
еу tournament at Ernakulam. I had 
been selected, was played at Ernaku- 
lam but was dropped in the final 
games just because I refused to join 
the 55-year-old coach of the team in 
bed. My baptism in the hockey arena 

Was as sordid as it was tragic for my 
teenage ambition to represent my 
country in hockey. Like my father. 
I am now 26, and during the last 10 
years of my life a lot has happened in 
my little world. I have tasted 
triumph few sportsmen ever have in 
hockey. And humiliation. I have sky- 
rocketed to fame and crashlanded in 
infamy—oscillating to and fro be- 
tween fulfilment and frustration. 
Generals in politics are bad. 
Policemen in sports even worse. J say 
this with a deep conviction, born out 
of my experience with Indiar. hock- 
ey. In India, hockey or any other 
sport is just a lucrative pastime for 
officials. It is a gravy train that 
catapults you to popularity and pow- 
er faster than any other profession. + 
40 5 i 
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Ashwini Kumar was known more 
as the president of the Indian Hock- 
ey Federation (IHP) than for his 
policing job. Vijay Gupta, a young 
brilliant lawyer in Bhopal, was 
attracting a larger clientele because 
he was the honorary general secret- 
ary of the Bhopal Hockey Associa- 
tion (BHA). 

Elsewhere in the country things of 
greater import were happening. In- 
dira Gandhi had broken away from 
tradition, sounding the clarion for a 
renaissance in Indian politics for the 
betterment of the common man. At 
Bangalore, the ruling Congress party 
had split. But I was unaware of it. All 
I understood was hockey. Politics 
and I were still strangers. I had been 
called to the selection trials for the 
State team for the nationals at Aish- 
bagh grounds. The coach of the state 
team, since dead, had toured New 
Zealand as a member of the Indian 
team. He asked me to see him every- 
day after play at Ibrahimpura, nerve- 
centre of Bhopal. Meeting at Ibra- 
himpura in the evenings after prac- 
tice had always been the fashion for 
players and coaches known as 

Ustads. They discussed the day’s 
Play, analysed the performance of 
players and indulged in sports poli- 
tics over rounds of tea, Anyone who 
Was not a part of this sports syndi- 
cate found it extremely difficult to 
gain entry in the state team. It was 
also rumoured that the basis of selec. 
tion to the state team was not only 
active excellence in hockey but pas- 
Sive participation in games indulged 
by the Ustads off the field. 

I refused to bélieye it could be 
true. My father too had been a 
coach—a respected figure. Nearly 
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everyone knew him and I could only 
consider his former teammates? in- 
terest in me as paternal; the love one 
has for a dead friend's son. But I was 
mistaken. 

‘A day before the final selection of 
the team, the coach asked me to 
come over to his place to take the 
jersey which is the state colour worn 
by players in national tournaments. I 
had been told that if you are called 3 
to take the jersey personally you are 


n scoring « 
hritis: later 


on their “list” and if you do not ‘eside of the 
respond to their overtures you are Nad made : 
considered no good for the game as геп of m 
well. Since I understood what being fe ground w 
called for the jersey meant,I spenta fone of Bh 


restless night, more so as I could not 
even tell anybody about it, especial- 
ly my mother. 

Bhopal is a small town. A forsaken 
acre close to the navel of the country 
on the map. A place where ее 
and social rigidity had establishe 
the purdah system. And adolescent 
urges found expression in homosex- 
uality. The inheritance of n 
Pathan trait by a state ruled ld 
women for generations is inexp. D 
able. The intensity with which it vai 
practised was frowned upon by ra 
rents who did not want their sone 
play a passive role. A strict eneg у 
was kept on young boys so that T ЧОП 
did not make friends with ante 
people. But then necessity, whic red 
responsible for inventions, mother to 
hockey clubs as a respectable al гай 
attract young bcys. Неге form 

roomed talented boys to pen а 
etter on the field and in been 

By the morning I had decided 10 
Hockey was important to Ime; ave 
cycled across to his place. He & 
me the jersey, praised my tale 


«c on my cheek which pj 

ongratulatory peck on 
mbition. I had lived 
d my inclusion in the 


ere {< s”, down to a mortal, 
ent “SP S e] and labelled it 
petitive 

hel Ahmed Sher Khan, had 
My nted India at the Berlin 
reser 1036 along with Dhyan 
| legendary wizard of hock- 
Шз later, his son Ashok and I 
Mur stined to play together for 
[€ ^ fter the Olympic games of 
E Ahmed Sher Khan married a 
оте Pathan lass called Ahmedi, 
bore him two daughters and me. 
m father had a streak of mad- 
ss in him," my maternal grand- 
her used to say. "Like you, his 
ession with hockey was a joke. He 
d made your mother promise that 
they had a son, she would bring 
т up to be a great hockey player. 
en you were born he gave her the 
ket he always wore, which con- 
ined a miniature of the Holy 
ran. It’s the one you wear now." 


My father died when I was 13, and 
leded him most. During the time 
te allowed us to live together he 
k me to all hockey tournaments 
d made me watch great players in 
tion. It was his insistence that 


سے 


uld only 
ates’ in- 
love one 


ut Iwas Wing a goal was more important 
fn scoring one which along with 
ction of fhritisı later forced me to start 
| me to ying as a fullback instead of as a 
ake the “ward. 
ur онт [Му private battles in life have 
ETUR ays been very personal, very 
e called ѓи. The first was with rheumatic 
you аге ‘Mthritis in 1959. In a graveyard by 


do not side of the lower lake at Rait 
ghat 
you аге had made a small clearing where 


Jame as fildren of my age played hockey. 
ү реп 8 © ground was E the house 
E. 9ne of Bhopal’s more colourful 
N e Sonalities, Nahar Singh, whom 
Oc [ү Writer Javed later immor- 

5, Soorma Bhopali, in Sho- 
n ү Опе day, during ES I felt 
zl ious М In my right leg. I tried to stand 
plished Tee not. My joints did not 
escent ight, They could not bear the 
mosex: ONE of my little body. I crumpled 
PE ada Bround. My maternal uncle, 
led by ok E Picked me up in his arms and 
1explic- € поте. That started a chain 


i :*rIDtions, b h dical 

as Жеп , but the medica 
m ре thers х 3t we could afford on my 
Sagre fo ary as a teacher, was too 


ns to 
Scheck т an'a p Complete recovery. La- 
at they Jily lderly hakim who was a 
| older re pend treated me and it was 
nich is |А hog. Püons and my obsession 


ща Which finally cured me. 
he f le in bed daydreaming 
a ture when I would grow 
and athletic figure like my 
ening AY hockey for my coun. 
B иеге iO Bl А 
riends playing hock- 

aly every arthritis ridden 
% stained by my tearful 


Aslam Sher Khan: fulfilment and frustration 


prayers to God to make me well. 
Uncle Saadat found my tears unbear- 
able too. He started taking me to the 
ground. Each evening saw me per- 
ched on the bar of Saadat’s cycle 
going to the ground where I would 
wistfully look at the boys playing 
hockey. I started learning to stand 
again holding the handle of the cy- 
cle. Slowly my joints started re- 
sponding and finally one day I found 
I had no pain. The first evening I 
started playing hockey again I re- 
member running back home panting, 
deliriously happy merely because I 
could play again. š 
Father allowed meto play hockey 
whenever I wanted, wherever I 
wanted, except in the clubs. “Tt will 
keep his mind off sex," he used to 
tell my uncle. Sex and sports do not 
go together. That was his creed. He 
did his best to coach me from a 


tender age. 


ur day would begin early. Even 
Ones dawn as the muezzins 


call from the mosque rang out over а 
sleepy town calling the faithful to 
morning prayer, my father wou 


ings he 
d streets. In the evenin S 
КОШЕ: me the art of dribbling 
and dodging, ѓаррше; 
hitting the bal x 
Saidia school groun 
layers was In 


Sheikh of Pakistan 


e would leave home . 


was buried in the rubble of India's 
sports politics. My first hockey stick 
was selected for me by Inam at my 
father's request. That broken stick is 
still one of my most cherished pos- 
sessions. 

In spite of his efforts at grooming 
me, father never selected me to play 
for the school team even though he 
was the coach. Whenever I would ask 
father if I was good for the school 
team, his stock reply was, “You still 
have a lot to learn.” It left me 
crestfallen to see that while other 


` boys who did not play half as well 


were selected, I was never played. As 
I look back I realise that father 
wanted me to always be better than 
the team in which I played, so that 
my performance stood out. His old 
world values perhaps also restricted 
my selection—to avoid any accusa- 
tion that a coach had selected his 
own son for the team. During mon- 
soons when rains lashed Bhopal and 
it was impossible to play hockey, 
father would take me fishing. We 


would sit on а parcha, a stone out- - 


cropping jutting out of the water, 
and angle for fish the whole day. I 
did not like it. I wished the rains 
would end so that I could start play: 
ing hockey again. *Fishing wil 
you to play hockey better," I can. 
hear him say. *Watch that float bob 
bing up and down the water, Thin 

onit Th 


schoo]s hockey ee Lcd se 


not want to go. Ї only wanted to be at 
my father's bedside. When he learnt 
that I had been called for the trials 
he asked me to go. *The better you 
play, the more ГІ] know you love 
me.” Anything father said in his 
soft-spoken way was an order. He 
never raised his voice. “You only 
make a fool of yourself by raising 
your voice. You should never be 
angry often or nobody will pay heed 
to it. Learn to control anger. Only 
when it comes to a cinch and it 
becomes totally important, only then 
hit out and make it a fight to the 
finish, one way or the other.” I was 
selected to represent the all-India 
schools’ hockey team as a forward. 

When the famous hockey player 

Roop Singh, who was coach of the 

all-India schools’team, visited father 

in hospital and told him about my 
selection and praised my perform- 
ance, father broke down and sobbed. 

A few days later he died as though 

he.was waiting only to see my career 

begin. 

Three years went by before I wore 

colours for Bhopal at Ernakulam in 
1969. We had won two matches and 
were to play the third round next day 
when fate intervened. I had tried to 
maintain a distance from the coach 
after he had kissed me at Bhopal. As 
I sat mentally preparing for the 
match next day, Shahid Noor who 
was playing outside-left for us (he 
later captained Bhopal and played 
for India), informed me that the 
coach wanted to see me. The coach 
had a straight proposition. He asked 
me to sleep with him. If not, he made 
it clear, I would not be played, the 
next day or any day after that for 
Bhopal as long as he was the coach, 
The crystals of becoming an Olym- 
pian of representing my country in 
hockey like my father shattered into 
ugly, sordid fragments. So this was 
the bottom line, this old, dark, slimy 
balding coach who ordered bottoms 
up. Î had fought arthritis because I 
loved hockey and borne my mother's 
merciless thrashing whenever I neg- 
lected the game because she wanted 
to live up to the promise she had 
made to her husband to bring me up 
as a hockey player. I was not played 
the next day. After the match I 
cornered him in his room. *You were 
my father's friend," I yelled. *You 
are a bastard. To hell with you. To 
hell with hockey," I broke the hock- 
ey stick, flung it at him and left the 
room. 

I promised I would never touch a 
hockey stick again. But destiny had 
other little ideas for me. Other little 
lives, other little triumphs, and other 
little deaths. 


Ate the nationals, the team was 
- eager to be back in Bhopal. All 
except me. I sat huddled in a corner 


of the third class compartment near 
a window on my grimy holdall, away 


from the rest of the 


team which was 


е 
Fbdneetiahrrastapetrios КОП 
ling or their occasional side TE 
marks about me. In fact, I did not 
care as I would have nothing to do 
with them once we reached Bhopal. 

The Grand Trunk Express, which 
connects Delhi with Madray has a 
habit of reaching Bhopal lat&. That 
night it was &nexpectedly early. 1 
had,all along the journey dreaded 
returning home іж spite of wanting to 
be with my mother who,after my 
father's death had become the pivot 
around which my life revolved. After 
fathers death in 1966, Amma had 
taken over his role to provide food 
and shelter to the family. 

The train had stopped at the outer 
signal. Instead of waiting for it to 
reach the station I quietly threw 
down the holdall from the train, 
picked up my attache case and got 
down. Even before the train had 
started moving, I took a tonga ‘out- 
side the railway perimeter and was. 
on my way home. The clanging of 
utensils at the wayside shops 
heralded the end of another day. The 
tonga turned towards Saidia Middle 
School where I had once studied and 
played hockey under my father's 
guidance with boys like the great 
Inam. It was strange that even after 
giving up hockey my thoughts kept 
going back to it. Even before joining 
Saidia School we had started playing 
hockey in the narrow lanes outside 
my house. I was fortunate to start 
playing with a hockey stick. Others 
like Inam had heen less fortun- 
ate. They started playing hockey 
with khapotas. They would climb 
trees in search of a branch curved at 


Aslam Sher Khan in action 
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for Indian Airlines 


a slight angle, cut the by 
fashion it into a hocke 
The ball was made 1 


search would be on for a ro 


of stone. Others 


round the stone and 
would come a layer of smaller үй 
which were embedded to the nil 
covered with another layer of ag 
and rounded like a ball, whos 
dried it would be covered on ala it 
with bits of cloth and put into 4.58 
stocking or vest. One of the mont 
would be pestered to stitch iti hey 
ball, and the game would Бе 
Hockey has always been a 

man's game. And Bhopal has alw 
been its cradle. Little boys would] 

found playing hockey in the nar 
lanes of Bhopal which had i» 
drains on either side. Since e 
body contributed in making the bi 
or years later in buying it, everyg 
had an equal right to have the b 
with him. This resulted in the h 
being passed from boy to boy. Sing 
the lanes were narrow, the pas 
had to be short. Similarly it w 
necessary to keep the ball glued 
the stick lest it fall in the draina 
the game was over till a new ball 
made. This was how the short p 
sing, ball control technique evoly 
in Indian hockey. It was taken fra 
these lanes by the same boys tot 
year-round inter-school cham 
pionships, primary, middle and hig 
school. The best of the talent 
display found a place in the 9 
team then known as the Bhom 
Wanderers, which participated й 
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decide 

Went for 
f 4 
ше like all Muslims. In the after- 


! tournaments. j 
mite of the clamour for tradi- 
nockey, Bhopal was always 
ted to à back seat. Perhaps, 
there was nobody forceful] 
to advocate the claim of its 
Es or maybe because they were 
pl wich enough to be considered 


not 2 of these boys who re- 
ome O y repre 
TA and had been called 


hockey camps for selection oA 
national team, 


rolling Fran 
sold samosas, 
ared, in the streets of Bhopal. 


re en 
ee earned their livelihood from 
aan shops and others: from tea 


stalls. All of them left their work in 
the evenings. some with permission, 
others without ir. to play hockey. It 
was in their blood. So was it in mine 


but just now f had promised to rinse 


it out o£ my 


n my return from Ernakulam I 
25, refuge from hockey іп 
illness. Mother feit concerned for the 
first few days, and then one day she 
forced me out of bed and the house. 
*You will be able to get over whatev- 
er illness you have. ! know you are 
not ill and 1 will not have my son turn 
into a pretender." I could hardly 
refuse going to play after that. 

Every evening, I left home but 
instead of going to play I would visit 
my paternal uncle Hamid Sher 
Khan’s house closeby. His son, 
Taufiq Sher Khan, had been offered 
admission as a player by talent 
scouts of Aligarh University. Getting 
admission as a player in the universi- 
ty was regarded an achievement. 
You did not have to pay fees and 
were provided all facilities for the 


game including full playing kits. 
Taufiq kept after me to accompany 
him to Ali 

that I 
player. I would not really have 
minded going but what prevented 
me from doing so was that the open: 
ing was being provided by my uncle’s 
d ather had always been against 


nounced making such a headway in 


igarh. He felt confident 
would get admission as a 


other even more so. She de- 


Не and termed it shooting a gun 


om another man's shoulder. But as 


А days went by I mellowed to 
ufiq’s persuasion and had almost 
n favour of Aligarh till I 
А riday prayers. 

riday has a special significance 


» Men gather in mosques for 
Under: I have never been able to 
this ES tand any other significance of 
Deop] ngregation except of bringing 
Bion € together. To me a m s reli- 
Prayer? very personal, like sex: 
Where, Omes from the heart an 


Pray 


VET bein 
om you pra God being 
tiny Present hears v: Yet I con- 


ciall, 0 во for Friday prayers, espe- 
the V after father's ead less for 
Mot етет and more as а sop for my 
eligi s feelings, Amma, a deeply 


Опсе a week on Fridays, if 


{| leas!" Woman, wanted me to pray 


CC-0. In Public Domain. UP State M 


Digitized 


Sondeep Shankar 


r 


ee يي‎ 


not five times a day li 
Muslim should. USC ue 
After the prayers as I came out of 
xhe mosque 1 saw a labourer cutting 
wood in the vacant plot of land 
adjacent to the mosque. His body 
glistened with sweat, shimmering in 
the glare of the afternoon sun. With 
every. stroke of the axe his muscles 
came into play and stood out. Father 
used to cut wood occasionally to 
keep trim after he had given up 
playing hockey. Since the woodcut- 
ter's shack was near my house, I 
decided to keep trim by cutting wood 
since my hockey-days too were over. 
That evening instead of going to 
Taufiq’s house I went to the woodcut- 
ter's shed. The open space in front of 
the shack was httered with logs of 
wood,cut and brought from forests to 
the city and sold! by contractors. The 
logs of wood after being cut in small 
sizes were sold for use as firewood. 
The woodcutter had known my fami- 
ly for a long time and had no hesita- 
tion in lending one his axe. Dressed 
in shorts, and a sweat shirt I started 
axing away. I wasn't making any 
progress. *Swing from the right and 
then from the left," said the wood- 
cutter, I took his advice and splinters 
of wood soon started flying. in all 
directions. 


that I did not 
on the road. 
son is ар ор 
; n Oly 
Wa a de taunting, 
i ice and turn 
PNEU a log of wood being me 
was Ghufran Azam, a student lea Дет 
who was also a sports promoten 9r 
the local Saifia College. Theo en 
had been built by a phi gn ae ee 
Sajjad Низа is son, 
Fakhruddin, was thi 
Saifia Fou 
sponsible for runn 
tion. Ghufran, wit 
pen le ‘bat boys t 
It was 


bye 2 


u Foundation Trust, Delhi апа eGangotri 


.' lucrative pastime for, - 


Generals in polities are 

' bad. Policemen in 
sportseven worse.In . 
India,hockey orany : 
other sports is just a 


officials. It is a gravy _ 
train that catapults 
you to popularity and 
power faster than any 
other profession 


most was one who was genuinely in 
need of help, especially sportsmen. 
It was his effort and advocacy that 
prompted Saifia College to adopt the 
pattern of Aligarh University in 
sports promotion. A player who was 
admitted in Saifia did not have to 
worry about his fees; he also re- 
ceived a monthly scholarship and a 
free playing kit. 

I stood sheepishly before him; eyes 
lowered. “I do not want to ges 
hockey anymore," I said meekly. 

“Quitters never win," he snapped, 
“and winners never quit. You know 
things have a habit of reaching me 
and there’s no reason why you have 
to give up hockey, at least not with 
me alive. I won’t let you bury your 
talent in frustration.” . 

I argued with him that hockey was 
in the hands of clubs and every club ` 
was as bad as the other, so where 
could I go. “To college,” was the 
prompt reply, “Saifia College. The 
clubs are bad, I agree, but they will 
continue to remain bad if people like 
us start quitting instead of fightin 
the system and bringing hockey bac 
from clubs to educational institu- 
tions. I do not promise anything to 
you,” he said while leaving, “except 
that you will be a brother to me, like 
the rest of the boys. If your game is 
worth it, I will see that you play. 

Ghufran’s acceptance as the lead- - 
er by students resulted mainly from . 
his being a man of his word. He did _ 
not make a promise but once mac 
it, he stuck to it. He stood by th 
students and the students stoo 
him en masse.:That night after 
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ced by the country, уа pláy- · йоскеу, T У г 
pro t his peak for Calcutta's famous talent f he doors were Opened to  Saifia Colleg, W i 

hga Mohun Bagan, in the early roe 0 Hac e were staying at 

jub, жүда ОППА : e National Stadium and -Ghufran 

gixties, he ha p^ pus аре іп was the manager of the team: On my 
m Indian team or the 1oxyo Olym- return from prayers that Friday, I s 
pics i 1964. : offer Dal playere КА. found two people sit£ing bû the cot“ 
Bhopal's hockey had been seething “Airlines. Some, of these plac, pan — talkingjto Ghufranbhai. One of them 
with rage at the stepmotherly treat- joined the, Airlines ag 4951. had was introduced to me as K.P. Roy of 
ment it received from the Indian some others even as loaders. The? eR cu uu E er 
Hockey Federation. This rage found joined the Airlines not beta me: and looked like a wrestler past, his 
ў n 1968 when Indian Air. money as the saou ecause of DEG Keshav Roy, I learnt later, 
rked on a sports promo- compared to those offered ad captained the Indian wrestling 
. The first onthe list in later E rec to players eo Greene (m the Tondon perc 

was hockey. Their ran told m : ^ e was now a sports officer wit 
arded players who hockey is a E pas Бес Indian Airlines. When Ghufran told 
he best bet and o VER ore ve ave те that Indian Airlines regarded me 
but, inthe Jawa- prove that. we are bett m esee Tero conn DEM 
ey tournament ORE er than wanted to recruit me, I was so thril- 


led that I failed to grasp the emph- 


1968, Ind les captained by I joined Saifia College next day. asi “ : 
[nam and w en other boys from Оп the hockey field, things were tot cit раса е мога араа 
Bhopal me: team after.team as easy as I had anticipated. The play with players like Inam, Ashok, 
with their b 1, short passing, senior players took an instant dislike Govinda, Krishnamurthy, and fly in 
web weavi hnique and stick- to me but the awe and respect in planes. : 

work. They d the trophy, shock. which they held Ghufran softened After Roy left, Ghufran turned to ® 
ing spectato sports pundits and the hostility. me and growled, “That man thinks 
sport wri that such talent, The Saifia College is affiliated to he can develop you into a top player 
though ava n the country, was Vikram University and for the uni- when you can walk into the Indian 
being neg . The shock gave way versity trials in 1969, Ghufran had team any day. Don’t join them yet, 
to questio e press and in 1968, given his choice of players from’ they will come again." In spite of my 
Inam-ur-R 1 became the first  Saifia College to the university respect for Ghufran, I had 


Bhopal play о be selected to rep- coach, Qamar, who had represented apprehensions about his confidence 
resent India in the Mexico Olympics, Bhopal as outside-right and lost the in my talent. The newspapers next 
20 years after another Rehman had berth to Kishan Lal in the Indian morning included my name in the 
been selected for the London Olym- team to the 1948 Olympics. The list Indian hockey team to tour Pakistan. 
pics; selected but not played in any contained only one name: Aslam I kept staring at my name in disbe- 
important match, Inam’s inclusion in Sher Khan, lief and delight. And sure enough K. 
the team was the beginning of the In the Jawaharlal Nehru Hockey P. Roy's emissaries were back. The 
end of Punjab's monopoly in Indian tournament at Delhi, I represerzed Airlines wanted Aslam Sher ‘Khan. 
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Come, let's get to know 
` each other, better. 
Oriental Bank of Commerce, established in 
1943, is one of India's leading nationalised 
banks. A leader not merely in terms of 
accounts and amounts but аз one which 
understands wlfat true banking is really 
all about. To us, banking is people. 
The cares of people. The needs of people. 
The money problems of people. And in 
all these we take far greater interest than 
any other bank. Do drop in at any of our 
‘branches. You'll find out yourself. 


ORIENTAL BANK OF COMMERCE 


(A GOVERNMENT OF INDIA UNDERTAKING) 
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HARRAUGNT PLACE, POST BOX Мо, 329, 
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IAF me ES 
iscontent among IAF me ps 
!darshar 
i trovers po 
j j | con ro ;"invo vel 
The extravagant golden jubilee celebrations create y n — {ке 
Wear 1а: 
New Delhi: There is considerable E 
discontent, rancour and exaspera- Shashi | 
tion within the officers’ corps of the Rire fil 
Indian Air Force at the way in which made a 
the IAF has, since 9 October 1981, Men fi 
been celebrating its fiftieth movie и 
anniversary, which falls on 8 Octo- sonnel. ‘ 
^. . ber, 1982. Behind the glitter of aerial ly. missi 
pyrotechnics by the Thunderbolts ШЕ ade tt 
unit, static air displays all over the Zat rth. c 
country, the Doordarshan TV serials Min dertal 
and the other celebrations ear- ENT 
marked for the IAF's golden jubilee, mn 
the feeling among a large section of India 
the officers and ranks is that no rot sh 
attention has been paid to the press- - Mre filr 
ing needs of the personnel, who in should b 
fact, make the IAF a highly rated air Tore 
force. In its 
This year’s Independence Day was Pinakers 
particularly gloomy for Indian de- i pa 
fence forces. It was expected that on "he sort: 
that occasion, the government would were ext 
announce a number of financial sub- side the 
sidies and other facilities for the 
Indian Army, the IAF and the Indian 
Navy. News reports published in va- COMM 
rious parts of the country last sum- пада 


mer had strengthened the defence 
personnel’s belief that the central 
Bovernment had cleared the propos- 
als earlier finalised by the defence 
ministry. But the 35th Independence 
Day came and went, without new 
sanctions for the disgruntled ser- 
vices. Within the IAF, the dis- 
appointment crystallised into disillu- 
sionment with its golden jubilee 
celebrations. 

Souvenirs worth Rs one crore and 
40 lakhs have been already ordered 
by the Golden Jubilee Celebrations 


Committee. And word has been sent 


out from Air Headquarters to all IAF 
messes in the country to book orders 
for these golden jubilee mementos. 
But/at least 50 per cent of the IAF 
messes in the country are presently 
in a tight financial situation because 
of the general rise in prices over the 
years, Feeble attempts have been 
made by several IAF messes to say 
that they do not have the resources 
needed to make these purchases, but 
their protestations have been 
quietened by senior officers at Air 
Headquarters. In August and 
September this year, many of these 
consignments were airlifted from 
New Delhi to messes all over the 
country. Some of the expensive 
‘purchases include three special dint 
ner sets priced at Rs 3,000, Rs 6,000- 


The PM and AVM Dilbagh Singh watching the TAF 0 TITUDOWET demonstration 


and Rs 9,000. Moreover, the airlift- 

ing of these consignrnents for the 

IAF messes is being carried out 

under cover of official air flights on 

duty. SUNDAY learns that the number 

of IAF flights that have taken place 

during the last year, is the maximum 

ever undertaken by the airforce to a’ 
large number of the smaller and 

‘more remote air bases. 

One amazing suggestion made to: 
the IAF messes, was to buy huge 
stocks of playing card Packs carrying 
the golden jubilee insignia. Some 
messes hawe been told to buy as 
many as 50/0 packs in a single purch- 
ase. When these messes re resented 
to the Golden Jubilee Ce ebrations 
Committee that they did not need to 
make pur chases in such large quanti- 
ties, the; messes were advised to 
visualise longterm requirements and 

lace orders tozlast them the next 
our to five years! The other talked 
about items are the special gifts that 
liquor ‘distillers and brewers, Mohan 
Meakin, have made to the IAF mes- 


Ca 
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.made foreign liquor) to Ше be 


. Lucknow 


The 
pre 


Meerut; ] 
'appeare: 


ses. However, none of these glasses; 
ash trays, ice buckets and other 
decorative bric-a-brac has come 
down to the messes; the articles have 
disappeared somewhere along Ds 
line. Mohan Meakin went in for Я 
Special gift season for the ІАЕ ma 
ses because they are one 0 iv 
leading suppliers of IMFL (India 


Incidentally, Mohan Meakin wil! 7 
marketing a special, new drink d€ 
cated to the air force. | der- 
Reviewing the activities urige o 
taken for the IAF's golden ju lin 
celebrations, there is a fee - 
among air force officers that the Yero — 
round celebrations' have tie pub: F 
IAF to 12 months’ publicity ао е has 
lic relations work. Nothing € use of 
been done this past year bec 
the demands ой men апа та 
or publicity work. The * 
Jubilee Celebrations Commit 
staffed by some 50 officers, ig 
ing eight Air Vice Marsha* 
three Air Commodores. The n 


ae к=к 


ттт 
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' x; oxtra sorties flown for the celebra- 
ЕЕ ТУК Wi up to a considerable ex- 
П ОПЗ асе in aviation fuel costs as 
"Menditure | д DC dn 
x Piso in aircraft depreciation. For 
ү E chi TV serial shown by Doordar- 
| E every third Saturday, over the 
рад ear, hundreds of officers have 
| ү involved in arranging demon- 
B ноп flights and coordinating 
ground activity. Each time a Door- 
darshan team visited an IAF base, 
lalmost the ent ation would get 
"involved in the filming operations. 
^: Realising that the golden jubilee 
“ear has not sorted any of their own 
4 ‘problems, many ІАЕ personnel have 
lately begun to complain against the 
IShashi Kapoor-Govind Nihalani fea- 
ture film, 1 Vijeta has been 
made as a tribute to the IAF and 
when filming started last year, the 


E w th the per- 


ent is now large- 
id, complaints are 
than Rs 80 lakhs 


Inst 


more 


"made that 


Тог of ex 

undertaken by 
contràv 
decision 


f the 
l in a Government 

at no extra flying 

je put in for the fea- 

that the Vijeta unit 
should be г d to feature normal 
air force f S only. 

j In its eagerness to help the film- 
y4pakers, the IAF circumvented this 
4 осу decision and the majority of 

the sorties flown for the Shooting 

Were extra flights, undertaken out- 

side the course of normal air force 


ion 
of Indi 
effort shoul 
ture film anc 


COMMUNAL TENSION 
== 
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stration 


е glasses Meerut: If the Shiva temple had not 
nd other (appeared Overnight under the 
as come )Peepul tree and caused Meerut’s 
cles havê yecent communal riots, something 
long the lse would surely have. Someone, 
in for à 2^ 2mewhere,was making sure of this. 
ТАЕ mes tom the desecration of the mosques 
e of the E © murder of the temple priest 
. (Indian: 115 the mysterious consignment of 
the MM 0 knives which arrived in the 
n will be Ks the day before rioting began, 
ink dedi- Ty Ring seems to have been care- 
Uy planned. 
de^ 4 2 

| ubilee p iios he Sllent, curfew-bound streets 

feeling Tang a E го normal, rumours 
the y€ Шо the Bations rent the air and add 
d up th® J under hase which is still hidden 
and pu n "e Surface calm. Among those 
else h8 in stirr "arto have had a clear hand 


cause? tf Delp» € UP trouble are the Imam 
ШОО аһ Bul Jama Masjid, Syed Abdul- 

Va Part ari and the Bharatiya Jana- 
Misappea nose local leaders have 
rest улт 0 Order to escape the 
оса] adj ants, For а change, the 
EP istration appears to have 


g hours was · 


о. 1 

flights. Planes were also specially 
flown n from their bases for the 
filming whicln was done at Pune, the 


Air Ессе Academy at Hyderabad 
and Jannagar. 


А, 

The 50 seriior officers in the Gol- 
den Jubilee Celebrations Commit- 
tee, plus the officers and ranks 
brought in to assist them, were post- 
ed at Air Headquarters in New De- 
Ihi, working permanently on the 
celebrations. During the year, these 
officers and men did no professional 
air force duty. Looking after the 
publicity campaign and public rela. 
tions, they have spent this past year 
im procuring sponsors—such as the 
Canara Bank, the Bank of Boroda, 
the Syndicate Bank, the Punjab 
National Bank and India Tobacco 
Company—to print special golden 
jubilee calendars, buy TV time and 
radio spots and ‘secure advertising 
hoardings for the ТАЕ celebrations. 


The most intriguing aspect of the 
committee itself is that it is headed 
by Air Vice Marshal T.J. D’Sa, who 
was removed overnight from his 
command at the Air Force Academy, 
Hyderabad, last autumn because Air 
Headquarters had received a num- 
ber of anonymous complaints against 
him from officers and airmen. AVM 
D’Sa’s choice as head of the Golden 
Jubilee Celebrations Committee has 
only added to the discontent among 
the IAF personnel. 


Anil Saari 


taken whatever precautions it was 
possible to take, short of arresting 
the Imam and the BJP leaders. 


The cache of knives and arms seized by the police.in Meerut 
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Ф я 
Although actual rioting began only 
after the temple priest was miur- 
dered on 6 September, tension bejzan 
to develop in the city from 12 August 
when a special ‘Janmashtami aiarti 
was forcibly performed at the dis- 
puted temple at midnight. ' 
Shahghasa is a predominantly 


Muslim area where the shopkeepers a 


are mainly Hindu. Till early this year 
the so-called temple was merely a 
peepul tree which Hindus consi- 
dered sacred and made offerings to. 
Then, suddenly, overnight a 
ntakeshift room appeared in which a 
Shivalinga was installed. Another 
room came up shortly in which: pu- 
Jari (priest) Ram Bholey (30) began 
to live. The sudden appearance of 
the temple caused a Muslim lawyer, 
Qazi Zaheer Ahmed, to declare that 
the temple could not be situated 
there because there was a Muslim 
shrine just below it, adjoining his 
house, under the peepul tree. This 
was being enquired into by a magis- 
trate when the special aarti was 
performed on Janmashtami. 
Tension was created as a result 
and four Hindus were arrested on 
the night of 12 August. The following 
day, around 500 Hindus led by Mr 
Mohan Lal Kapoor, former ВЈР MLA 
and Mr Brahm Pal Singh, BJP dis- 
trict president,picketed the Kotwali 
police station demanding the release 
of the four men. The police had to 
resort to a Jathi charge to control the 
crowd and 19 more people were 
arrested. On the same day the BJP 
held a provincial divisional conven- 
tion of its various units a few 
kilometres from the police station. 
At the convention, Mr Sundar Singh 
Bhandari, well-known for his RSS 
leanings, and M. P. Tripathi, state 
president of the BJP, criticised the - 
administration for the arrests. The 
arrested men were released later 
that day after a delegation met the 
district magistrate, Mr Shambhu 
Nath. By then, there, was consider. 
able tension in the Shahghasa area 
and police patrolling was intensified 
and other precautionary measures, 
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like alerting the алу were taken. 

On 20 August, the magistrate who » 
had been enquiring into the disputed 
“holy” spot publicised his findings, 
He was of the opinion that the place 
was sacred neither to the Hindus nor 
to the Muslims for till recently, there 
had been neither a temple nor a 
mazar there. As a result, a group of 
prominent Hindu and Muslim 
citizens met on 20 August and agreed 
that although the temple would be 
allowed to continue where it was, no 
ringing of bells or blowing of gonch 
shells would be permitted. 

The following day the Imam of the 
Jama Masjid is reported to have 
arrived in Meerut and held meetings 
with various Muslim groups. It was 
around this time that the incidents of 
pig meat being thrown into mosques 
began. About four mosques were 
desecrated and tension continued to 
mount resulting in the stabbing of a 
Muslim boy in Nandram Ki Chowk 
on 4 September. Police sources main- 
tain that this was not a communal 
incident; the boy was stabbed in a 
fight. 

In any case, the Imam returned to 
Meerut the next day, and made pub- 
lic his disaproval of the agreement 
reached in the Shahghasa dispute. 
He is also said to have met local 
Muslims and stirred up communal 
feelings. The following evening 
around 10 pm, crowds of rioters 
converged on the temple and in the 
melee the pujari was stabbed to 
death. From 4.00 am that morning, 
16 areas under the Kotwali, Delhi 
Gate and Lisadi Gate police stations 
were put under indefinite curfew. 
On that day, however, there was no 
further trouble but on 8 September, 
when there was a slight relaxation in 
the curfew, there was violence as 
Hindus and Muslims fired atand 
Stoned each other from rooftops. 
There was another stabbing inci- 
dent. 2 

From then’ onwards, there have 

ееп sporadic spurts of, violence 
Which have resulted in 11 people. 
being killed, 25 being injured and 

arrests. The violence could have 

Sen serious, had the police ‘пог 
арргеһепдеа the nine crates with 
“heir lethal cargo of knives, khukris, 

‘tPans and bayonets, According to 

е Police these weapons were 
een Specifically to be used in a 
Hee they could have no other possi- 

се. Although a few people are 

he E questioned in connection with 
dos сое о arms, the police were 
O easing details. Investigations 
Wea їп progress and more 
POns are expected to be found. 


grades areas where curfew is being 
emoti Y lifted, the predominant 
burnt on IS mistrust. Abandoned, 
in Hinge Muslim houses can be seen 

Uslim ^ areas and the reverse in 
Quite n areas. What can also be seen 
the mic АШУ, is that in Muslim areas, 
p'rust extends not merely to 
Hindus but also to the police 


Other 
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] 
and the PAC (Provincial-Ar - 
stapulary) (Provincial~Armed Con 
Ми т areas, in fact, the violence 
seemed to have taken place mainly 
Ed gun the PE and the Muslims. 
were allegations that doors 
had been broker do and houses 
looted by PAC men. 

i 008 those who believe that the 
riot was engineered, is Congress(I) 
MLA Manzur Ahmed who felt that 
communal organisations like the 
RSS and the Jamaat-e-Islami were 
interestedincreating trouble for him 
because he stood for secularism. He 
was elected in 1977 and 1980 from a 
seat which till then had been a Jana 
Sangh stronghold. Some local dailies 
accused Mr Ahmed of instigating the 
riot but nobody could prove the 


allegations. 

Meerut has had a history of com- 
munal riots. Way back in 1936 d 
Veer Savarkag is said to havewisite 
the city, there was a riot?Since then, 
there has been a riot virtually every 
five years with the.last major one 
being in 1973 which was allegedly 
sparked off by a cyclist colliding 
with a rickshawallah. One was a 
Muslim and the other a Hindu. It is 
quite easy to start a riot in this city 
because the population is almost 
equally divided. Out of 600,000 peo- 
ple, 45 per cent are Muslim and the 
rest Hindu. The atmosphere is still 
explosive and seems to require only 
a spark for the city to go up in flames 
again. 

Tavleen Singh 


TAMIL NADU 


Hell is a stone. 
quarry in MP 


Madras: Government legislation has 
once again come up short against the 
stone wall of rural reality—this time 
in Tamil Nadu, With the recent “res- 
cue' of 254 bonded labourers of 
Tamil Nadu from the stone quarries 
of Madhya Pradesh by a team of CID 
crime branch officials, the sentiment 
has again gained ground that legisla- 
tive and executive action against the 
institution of bonded labour has 


been peripheral with only minimal ` 


impact in the hinterlands. : 
Over the years, hundreds of Tami- 
lian men, women and children have 


Bonded labourers in Madras, soon after their rescue from the MP quarries 
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been lured from their native places 
to the stone quarries of Raisen and 
Widisha districts of Madhya Pradesh 
with promises of quick money, abun- 
dant food and clothing. Quarry con- 
tractors, represented, by roving 
agents, have drummed up cheap 
labour from the remote; backward 
areas of the state with stories of 


splendour and riches. Entire families ' 


have consequently migrated to 
Madhya Pradesh. Once there, the 
dreams have always shattered into 
wretched reality as the hapless vic- 
tims are trapped in a world of 


iU 


50 


much. Can 


Í amendments in the existing laws to: 
| ensure conviction? 


"sures that 
ning to adopt to ensure that such 


drudgery, deprivatioiDigilizedeey.SarayinERundetianrtrusknelhiand 900009 women and 111 children, 


ture. 


Whether it is Valiyammal, Raju or 
Muniyamma, the tale of woe is the 
same. The guillibfe victims were 
either stonecutters or farm labourers 
leading a misersble existence. When 
the agents of the contractors arrived 
at their villages with assurances of 


"Rs 30 a day as wages, food and 


shelter, they sold their possessions 
and set off for Madhya Pardesh. 
Once at the quarry, they were given 
Rs three or even less—children were 
paid as little as 50 paise—and were 
accommodated in shanty towns with- 
out even the most basic of amenities. 


The women were frequently raped 
by the contractors and their toughs. 
Take the case of Janaki, who had left 
for the quarries with her parents 
when she was six years old. Years 
later, she was married off to another 
bonded labourer. According to her 
testémony, she was repeatedly raped 
by the quarry contractor in front of 
her husband. Following complaints 
registered by their relatives in Tamil 
Nadu, a police team from Pudikottai 
visited the Raisen stone quarry and 
freed persons: including five women, 
їп July this year. Later, another 
police team from Trichy rescued 20, 


“We will not allow the culprits 


"Trivandrum: The Vypeen liquor 
tragedy in Kerala on 3 September 
during the Onam festivities, left more 
than a 100: dead and many others 
‘seriously impaired for life (SUNDAY 19 
Septem er). What is the Kerala gov- 
ernment doing to stop such an occur- 
ence being repeated? Anita Pratap 
met the Kerala finance and law minis- 
ter, Mr K. M. Mani, to find out. 


| Excerpts from their conversation: 


Q: What do you have to say about 
| Vypeen liquor deaths? 

A: It has to be treated like mur- 
der. It has left 65 dead and several 
others blind. We will not allow the 
culprits to escape. Police is very 
vigilant. We will take all measures 
to see to it that it doesn't happen 
again. 

Q: When you say that “it will be 
treated like murder," does that 


mean that the perpetrators will be 
given the same penalty as those. 
guilty of murder? 


A: No, I don't mean that. What I: ' 


mean to say is that it is very, very 
serious. 
blacklisted. 


The contractors will be 
Q: Blacklisting does not meam 
you not introduce 


À: Yes, amendments can be 


made. It willhave to be made under. 


e Prevention of Food Adultera- 


Q: What are some of the mea- 
our government is plan- 


| tion Асе. 


С 
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policy which has been existing for 


officers who conducted the vescue 
operations recounted to their s2niors 
horrifying tales of inhuman suf fering 
and cruelty. Br 

In August this year, four cases 
were registered: two in Arimalam 
police station in Pudukottai, one in 
Vaiyampatti police station and one 
in Melur police státion. Realising the 
dimensions of the slave trade, the 
CID crime branch moved in to con- 
duct a major rescue operation. Their 
investigations revealed that A. L. 
Subramaniam and Chokkalingam 
(both Tamilians), contractors of 
stone quarries in Raisén district, 
assisted by their relatives in collu- 
sion with some persons in Madhya 
Pradesh, have been systematically 
conducting this inhuman trade. 
Cases have been filed against them 
under the Bonded Labour Abolition 
Act of 1976. A posse of two inspec- 
tors, three sub—inspectors, two head 
constables and two constables from 
the CID crime branch left for Bhopal 
on 6 September. With assistance 
from the MP police, the Tamil Nadu 
palicemen raided the quarries in the 
hilly, wooded terrains of Sitarampur, 
Soorai, Chendura Aktar Patel, 
Khathir and Thapparapatri and res- 
cued 254 people, including 84 men, 


Mani: prohibition is not the answer 


deaths do not take place again? 
A: One suggestion that the goy- 
ernment is experimenting with is 
bottling. At present, contractors lift 
arrack from the distilleries and the 
bottling is done by them. At this 
stage we have no control and it is 
easy to adulterate the arrack. The 
excise rules have to be Stricter and 
any existing loopholes in the excise 
policy will have to. be plugged. 
Stern measures have to be adopted 
even if it means a loss in revenue. 
We do not mind as we want to weed 
out this problem. We ave to 
change the excise policy—it is not 
the fault of this government but the 
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Under Section 12 of 
Labour Abolition Act, the colle 
of Raisen ordered an inquiry into | 
cases of bonded labour in the St 
quarries, The victims testified 
their having been tortured, ra 
starved and cheated by the conte 3 
tors. They even displayed their d 
and injuries as testimony 
brutalities they had been subjecteq 
to. 


For the freed 254, it was a rare biq 
for freedom. They were brough 
back to Madras on 13 September b 
the Link Express. A stream of bed. 
raggled labourers trickled onto the 
platform, exhausted and plagued by 
visions of a bleak future. The next 
day the victims were transported to 
‘their hometowns. 
government has sanctioned Rs 1,000 
‘to each of them and through the 
district collectors, has initiated re. 
habilitation pro 
liberated work« 


are only the prove. 
rbial tip of the iceberg. There are 
scores of them who are duped into 
sordid captivity in quarries spread 
all over thê country, particularly 
Madhya Pradesh, Andhra Pradesh, 
Uttar ‘Pradesh and Haryana, 

Anita Pratap 
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several years. The government is 
also planning to.launch a massive 
campaign against drinking. The 
youth wing of the political parties 
wil take it up as a movement. 
Prohibition might be à remedy but 
it won't solve the problem. We have: 
to induce the people to refrain from 
drinking “Madhya nirodhanam 
(prohibition)” is not the answer 
"Madhya varjanam (voluntary 
abstinence)" is. 

Q: Would you say that negligence 
and collusion of excise officials is 
‘responsible for this tragedy? M 

À: (Smiles). On the face of it, ite 
appears excise officials were negli- 
Bent. 1 September was. Sri 
Narayana Jayanti day and liquor 
shops were to be closed. But they 
were open. As for collusion, I don't 
know. Anyway, I should not say 
anything as a judicial probe has 
been ordered. 


Q: The spirits scandal exposed in 
no uncertain terms the nexus be- 
tween politicians and liquor 
barons. What do you have to say 

A: It is not true of all politicians. I і 
agree, some of the coyntractors 

ave strong political connections 
with some political parties. d 
A: The political parties shoul 


themselves keep away from these é 


contractors. They should have abso- 


utely no truck with them otherwise | 4 


these liquor contractors W! 
adulterate politics also. 


ed 
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rticularly debate and controversy which authorities. 
Pradesh, threatens to besmirch the hallowed On the day of the elections there 
la. reputation of St Stephen's College. wasa heavy turnout and th 
C Step! уу e students 
For the first time in the century.  awaited the results eagerly. When 
cose old history of the college, a woman the counting concluded, Jyotsana, 
p candidate, Jyotsana Kapoor of third Kappor’s election agents, Sanjoy 
it year history honours, contested for Roy (3rd year physics honours) and. 
the post of president of the students Mahesh (3rd year hilosophy hon- 
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пеле union at the annual election. There ours) emerged jubilantly as their | 
561 were five candidates contesting for candidate had won by a narrow mar- y: 
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g. The this coveted post. The other four gin of five votes. The officer for the En 
parties candidates were boys, three of them elections, Mr Bajaj, a lecturer in P 
: being from Ms Kapoor’s classnamely. physics, had even signed the election 
emeng Tariq Shamsul Haque, Dilip Menon notice saying that Ms Kapoor had 
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allocation of funds for the students 
union and sports. Her campaign was 
against the chauvinistic and often 
‘reactionary male domination of е 
lege affairs, which culminated in the 
notorious 'holi incident' of 1981. Dur 
ing the festival celebrations S md 
‘year, a group of boys from outs. : 
the college entered the premises ot 
St Stephen and on ae PE SIM 
in oli, the 
Ped the girls present at colega 
that day. None of the ерп 
boys assisted their fellow-studen ru 
distress and did not help in ony 
U Tw S. E а of 
incipal. W. S. 1 
ne ‘staff (all with professed Ji beral 
views) was murea ai $ ME chat St 


` one of the polling officers, 


sand 


Ї called 
back Ms Kapoor's election agents 
roposed a recount, alleging 
that three votes of Tariq Haque ad, 
been counted in Jyotsana Kapoor's 
favour by mistake. It was from here 
that the mischief originated. 
Significantly when the results 
were originally declared, the elec- 
tion agents of all the four candidates 
except those of Tariq Haque, left the 
Toom..For the recounting, the elec. 
tion agents of the three other candi- 
dates were not called—a gross viola- 
tion of the rules and ethics, which St 
Stephen's College always proteases 
to champion. Mahesh and Sanjoy 
"Roy naively agreed to the recount, In: 
St Stephen's College, the preferen: - 
tial system of voting is followed and; 
jn the recoünting wi 


ariq Hac 


2 | Бе теп : | 
United Stephen's College заг d айд declared winner on the [ 
Commercial Bank girls only ша а stil prevail іп votes. The whole procedure 


constitutional as the res 
recount were signed only 
па Kapoor's agents an 


of male c. ) 
several quare such attitudes and 


ainst 
with dese concern for better facili: 


friendly bank round the corner 
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que’s agents and got the agents of 


Moreover, the paper which all the 
election agents had signed has now 
mysteriously disappeared. 
Thes student community of St 
e Stephen's Was shocked at such bla- 
tant manoeuvring and over 600 of 
them signed a petition demanding a 
repoll. Interestingly out of the 600 
Signatories there were only about 
200 girls. Some were even Tariq 
Haque’s supporters. However, prin- 
cipal Rajpal, scornfully rejected this 
plea and allegedly stated that, “If I 
am smoking a pipe and 600 people 
call it a cigar, it does not alter the 
reality of the pipe.” So all the demo- 
cratic aspirations of the students 
were stifled. Attempts were made to 
impeach Tariq Haque, but, accord- 
ing to the constitution of St 
Stephen’s College, the principal 
must grant permission for impeach- 


MAHARASHTRA 


I f 
li. 
ment and this was not forthcon ing. 


Menon, Sange Dorji and Barun Me : 
ra, suggested a compromise fornyla. 
They offered to withdraw and (bug: 
gested a repoll between just theitwo 
leading candidates. However; m 
plea too was rejected by the author- 
ies. 
5 The official versiori at $t Stephen's 
College is, of course, that there was 
no rigging and it was the premature 
celebrations by Mahesh and Sanjoy 
Roy (both now branded as ‘impul- 
sive and leftist)that led to the mis- 
understanding. If this was true then 
why has the signed paper with the 
original results now disappeared? If 
all is above board, then why do not 
the St Stephen's authorities honestly 
confess that there was a mistake in 
counting and so a recount had to be 
ordered? 
Novy Kapadia 
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Bill to curb Antulay’s 
control over trusts 


Bombay: Mr A. R. Antulay, the for- 
mer chief minister, like the pave- 
ment-dwellers who he sought to 
hound out of Bombay last year, has 
gone to the Supreme Court to get 
justice against the verdict of the 
division bench 
Court. He has filed a special leave 
petition (SPL) challenging the . 10 
June judgement of Justices S. K. 
Desai and B. J. Rele, holding him 
guilty of arbitrary allotment of ce- 
“ment. The division bench held that 
Mr Antulay had violated the rules 
and procedures in respect of cement 
allotment and acted in an "illegal, 
arbitrary and capricious manner" to 
favour big builders who had donated 
to two of the-trusts floated by him. 
Both the judges also held that. there 
was a “nexus and quid pro quo” 
between allotment of cement by Mr 
Antulay in favour of the builders and 
the donations by the latter, directly 
or Indirectly, to the two trusts: It may 
be mentioned that the state govern- 
ment though indicted by the judge- 
ment of the divisional bench, has not 
gone їп appeal along with Mr Antu- 
lay. Perhaps, they have already 
Spent enough on him. According to 
information given: by Shivajirao 
Patil-Nilangekar, the minister for 
law and Judiciary, in ‘the Assembly 
during question hour, the govern- 
ment incurred an expenditure of Rs 
15,000 for filing an appeal before the 
division bench of the Bombay High 
Court against the judgement of Jus- 
tice Lentin in the 
Mr Antulay. 
According to legal circles, the step 
52 2 Ë $ 


[i 


of Bombay High 


1 he is a minor, has been 
case filed against . 


taken by Mr Antulay is in the nature 
of a self-propelling morale booster. It 
will not make any material differ- 
ence to the criminal cases which 
have been filed against him in the. 
Sessions court. The case has been 
filed against him by Mr Ramdas Naik 
for cheating and fraud and comes up 
for hearing on 18 October. If Mr 
Antulay's appeal is admitted in the 
Supreme Court then he can claim 
that the findings of the High Court 
are under challenge in the Supreme 
Court. 

The Maharashtra Bovernment, 
however, has initiated moves to take 
over Mr Antulay’s trusts, since for al] 
practical purposes he is still in com- 
plete control. To facilitate the 
takeover, the government intro- 
duced a Bill in the current Session of 
the state legislature to provide for 
taking over the management of a 
public trust, or of acquiring and 
vesting any such trust in a trustee 
committee and for creation of a 
common fund. 

The statement of Objects and 
reasons states that in view of the 
regulatory nature of the Bombay 
Public Trust Act 1950, it does not 
contain any provision for abolition of 
the rights and privileges of any per- 
son and acquiring and vesting them 
in a committee appointed by the 
government. The Bill provides that: 
trustees can be disqualified and re- 
moved from the trustee committee if 
а, convicted by 
a criminal court of any offence in- 
volving moral turpitude, is of un. 
sound mind and is so declared by a 


t 
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competent court, is an insolye 
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any of the other thréNgiizgddoyésarayt e aum gatiem tedısta Re asd RGngotfirectly or indirectly any Interest ie 


a lease or any other transact; 
relating to any immovable proper? 
vested in the trustee committee ah 
so on. If the state government TS | 
that a member has incurred an oh 
the disqualifications, the state E 
ernment may, after giving such 
member an opportunity of Showin 
cause, and after considering an 
such cause shown by order, remove 
such a person from membership 
And, the decision of the state govern. 
ment in this regard shall be fina]. 
All this has become necessary be. 
cause Mr Antulay has refuseq to 
resign from or give up Control of the 


trusts. The PM obviously feels inse. 
Antulay has 


cure as long as Mr 
control over the trusts which have a 
total amount of nearly Rs six crores, 
In fact, there is another touch of 
irony. It was the s > Mrs Gandhi 
who used the daredevil Antulay to 
edge out her arch enemy, the late Mr 
Rajini Patel, from the controllin 
position of the Nehru Centre which 
is said to have funds running into 
several crores of rupees, Trusts, like 
the Nehru Centre represented 
tremendous money power besides a 
position of patronage. 

‚‚ When Mr Patel fell out of grace 
with Sanjay Gandhi, there were 
attempts to take over the Nehru 
Centre but the then Emergency chief 
minister, Mr S. В. Chavan, did not 
have the power to do it. The PM did 
not: want a confrontation with Mr 
Patel as he was privy to a lot of 
things. Then came Mr. Vasantdada 


Patil followed by Mr Sharad Pawar 


both of whom were friends of, Mr 
Patel. When Mr Antulay became 
chief minister, things were different. 
According to the rules, every chief 
minister automatically becomes the 
chairman of the board of trustees. At 
first Mr Antulay was reluctant and so 
was Dr Raja Ramanna, the renowned 
scientist who Mrs Gandhi wanted as 
the general secretary of the centre. 
Mr Antulay was indebted to Mr Patel 
for past favours but his loyalty to 
Mrs Gandhi ultimately won and he 
got himself the prize post of presi- 
dent. Power was taken away from Mr 
Rajni Patel, 

Getting rid of Mr Rajni Patel was 
easy but Mr Antulay simply refuse 
to hand over the trusts. Several hints 
were made to him to resign but each 
time he was more vehement in pro- 
testing that he would not. In fact, 
according to several reports, detec: 
tives from the central bureau К 
investigation came to Bombay t 
investigate the actual amounts that 
were allegedly collected by Mr Ant 


lay. Some say the figures are astrono ў 
mical. It is felt that if the trusts са 


taken out of his control, it woul d 
one less source of worry. Hence FOr 
Bill providing for new provisions | ў 
taking over trusts or managemen 

trusts. i 
Olga Tellis 
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antdada їс, and the third in seven years, 
| Pawar 
> of, Mr 
became }b'een certain. 


ferent. le draft “defines the nature of 
y chief jfountry and the status of various 
nes the fes,’ according to Peng Zhen, 
tees. At chairman of the constitutional 
t and so ing committee, who observes 
nowned J under the new Constitution 
nted as na's \ Citizens will enjoy more 
centre. $ thai? under a capitalist sys 
[г Patel "e existing 1978 Constitu- 
alty to P Which willl be superseded with- 
and he Month, and was once described 
_prest | Major event in the political life 
rom Mr 1 рео les" has now been dismis- 
pes »urriedly drafted and 
rel was vant," T he Chinese authorities 
efused Special attention to the 
il hints na tional administration. 
it а airman, ог Hoag e 
in pro- п eee pear. Stipulated іп 
n fact, Office was abolished in 
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will lose their administrative func- 
tions; these revert to the towns, as 
specified in the 1954 Constitution 
and the move will accelerate the 
&rowing independlence. of Chinese 
peasants, Article 30 of the new draft 


An independent accounting office 
the first for over 30 years, will 
attempt to deal with the rampant 
corruption in official life, some of 
whose beneficiaries are now appear- 
ing in the dock all over China. 


Deng Xiaoping 


most inijportant difference 
йине draft (oonatltition stems 
from last year’s Party Resolution, 
with its fundamental dismissal, in 
effect, of Mao’s contribution after 
1956 until his death 20 year dase 
Hailed as supreme in all things n 
revious euentu eloni 206 pans 
s in the 
1978 amer i Mao й mentioned, nn 
once In the соатаи de: Ane Iiis е 
ssor ^ 
USA the revolution" the 
in task, the draft calls o 
main ‚ rry out modernise- 
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ing Spring with its polic 
for Party reform. 

As for personal rights,these have 
always been trumpeted in the Peo. 
ple's Republic—and always denied, 
In 1957 a bold professor had written 
to Mao that “an untold number of 
citizens" had perished in illegal de- 
tention. He was soon prochitnad a 
“vicious Rightist.” Since then mil. 
lions of Chinese have Sufferec! at the 
hands of the State. Party Chairman 


Hu Yaobang has estimated 100 mil. _ 


lion during the Cultural Revolution 
alone, Hundreds of thousands have 
died, There may be sceptical snniles 
when Chinese read the draft’s Arti- 
cle 40, which promises compensa tion 
to those illegally treate by the 
State, How do you receive comperisa- 
tion in the after-life? : 

Chinese citizens сап be impr is- 
oned for several years without publ'ic 
trial, quite outside the provisions of 
'the 1980 Criminal Code. A large 
number of. women, are now An a 
Shanghai detention centre, for inst. 
ance, because they had sexual rela- 
tions before they were married. Nor 
are sexual peccadilloes the onl 
route to “labour under the supervi- 
sion of the masses.” Every signifi- 
cant figure in the short-lived Demo- 
cracy Movement which followed 
Mao's death is now behind bars; 
most are there without trial. All have 
been charged with violating an ear- 
lier equivalent of Article 27 of the 
‘new Constitution, which prohibits— 
without defining—"treasonous and 
counter-revolutionary activity." 

One of them, Liu Qing, has been 
inside since late 1979 for publishing 
the transcript of the trial of another 
dissident, Wei Jingshen » one of the 
stars of Democracy Wall who main- 
tained that without democracy Chi- 
na's modernisation would be 
meaningless. Just before he dis. 
appeared into the Chinese prison 
system, from which he later smug: 
gled a lengthy diary, Liu Qing де. 
manded that a securiy official tell 
him which laws he had violated, 
{With a crowd of Liu's supportare 
listening, the officer replied; “We 
‘arrest whom we want to, that's 
what." 

In China today it is not the Соп. 
stitution but the Party which bes: 
tows and removes rights and favours, 
As Deng Xiao ng declared last year 
“everything decided by the Central 
Committee and Party organ satio! 

ust be obeyed until urther 
бап s are announced,” 

Jon Mirsky — — 
By arrafigement with New 
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In the wake of the abor- 
tive coup bid of 1 August іп 
Nairobi, when Asian shops 
were looted and members of 
the community assaulted, 
ISenyan leaders are trying to 
prevent an Asian exodus 
from that country. A junior 
minister in President Moi's 
cabinet was apparently 
attempting to reassure the 
Asian community, when he 
pointed out that conditions 
were not any better in the 
JS, Britain or India. Proper- 
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The: failure of the first 

commercial space flight of 

. the European space rocket, 

, Ariane, is a serious blow to 
the European space indus- 

try. The rocket developed a 

fault 13 minutes after take 

off which prevented the 
launching of the two com- 

m unications satellites, 

Miarecs B and Sirio-2 which 

were to be put into geosta- 

tionary orbit. This will un- 
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ty losses amounted to 5 110 
million, several members of 
the over 70,000-strong com- 
munity were physically 
threatened and some 
women reportedly raped. 
Aware that the Ugandan 
economy was seriously 
affected by the departure of 
the Asians in 1972, Presi- 
dent Moi himself made a 
statement urging insurance 
companies to reverse their 
decision against paying com- 
pensation to Asians, 


|: European rocket fails 


doubtedly lessen Ariane’s 
potential clients who will 
now look to the American 
space shuttle, Columbia, 
whose first commercial 
flight is due this November, 
The Ariane programme is 
under the aegis of the Euro- 
pean Space Agency which 
comprises 11 participating 
nations,.the major contribu- 
tors being France and West 
Germany, 
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The Gang of Four, who 
were disgraced for the 
alleged excesses of the 
cultural revolution, are serv- 
ing sentences in various 
jails all over China, Mr 
Zhang Ghunqiao, now in his 
mid-sixties, is said to be 
fighting cancér of the 
throat. Sentenced to death 
in January last year, he had 
refused to speak at his trial, 
but Chinese authorities sus- 
pended his sentence and are 
still hoping he will recant. 
Jiang Qing, 68, Mao 


pl 
who has b 


Zedong's widow, is present- 
lv making dolls in a prison in 


the south-western province 
© 


of Guangxo. She gets а cer- 
tain sum for each doll, which 
she will be allowed to draw 
if released. Her death sent- 
ence comes up for review 
next year but sources say 
her execution is extremely 
unlikely. Yao Wenyuman, 
the extreme left-wing prop- 
agandist of the cultural re- 
volution, is now working as a 
librarian in a maximum 
security prison near Beijing. 
He is serving a 20-year pris- 


Brezhnev may retire soon 


According to Western di- 
plomatic Sources, President 
Leonid Brezhnev may retire 
by the end of this year, 
Possibly when the sixtieth 


‘anniversary celebrations of 


һе Soviet Union are to take 


ace, The Soviet leader, 
een ailing for a 


'ong time, will, according to 
Vietnam 
allows 
emigration 
Vietnam has agreed to 


| allow children of mixed 


letnamese-American 


| ancestry, to emigrate. Offi- 
| Clals said that American 

members of the, World 
| Church Service met the 
Vietnamese foreign minis- 
ter, Nguyen PA 
The lminister 
allow 63 children, whose 
claim to US citizenship has 
boen documented through 

4 


Co 'Thach. 


agreed to 


Courts, to emigrate. 


qm. 


r 


literature 
certain 

new bu 
initiative 
comes y 


too. 
Good dai 
Lucky nu 
Favourab 


Jiang Qing Igor 
ch х ————— ——— 8) strain. Үс 
шк page four] on your t 
member ої the Gang, Wan he; 
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he Босне caution 
the highest positions of th 
Chinese leadership whig| 50е tin 
still in his early thirties, jj 0004 date 
serving a life term at ¢ Lucky nur 
labour camp in northwedj Favourabl 


China. He is the only mem 
ber of the Gang who ha 
shown “а determination t 
reform himself and wo 
hard.” 
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à You will gi 
exercised 
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these sources, retire yi} tions. 
extraordinary Soviet ht? Good date: 
ours in recogriütiori of W Lucky num 
18-year tenure whuich s Favourable 
the USSR achieve, milit 
parity with the ОА for! 
first time. His likraly succ 
sor is Yuri A. Androp? 
already a meintper of ! 
Politburo, i 
Historic f тат 
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Sunday week Beginning 26 September 


ARIES (15 April—14 May) This 
is a week of financial gains 
for you. and those of you in 

5 service will also get a promo- 

ХА tion. For those involved in 
Werature and the fine arts, success is 
ШО in. This is a good phase for launching 
certa business ventures too. Take the 
Ше and avail of every opportunity that 
comes your way. Good days for romance 


0. 
n dales: 27. 28 and 30 
Lucky numbers: 1. 3 and 5 
Favourable direction: East 


TAURUS (15 May—14 June) In 
A spite of all your efforts made 
in your endeavours. the re. 
uits will not be up to your 
v ectations. You will have 
to go throug! 


1 lot of physical and mental 
strain. You are advised to keep a tight rein 
on your temper this week. Take good care 


of the health of family members. A word of 
caution: keep away from romance for 
some time 

Good dales: 28. 29 and 1 

Lucky numbers: 2. 4 and 6 

Favourable direction: South-east 


YX GEMINI (15 June—14 July) 
Relationships on the domes- 
9 tic front will be strained. Be 
very careful in your dealings 
with the opposite sex. Old 
friends will come to your help now and will 
also help you in your business ventures. 
You will gain financially provided caution is 


—~) 


, Exercised in investments. Children born 


under this sign will do well in examina- 
tions, 

Good dates: 29, 30 and 2 

Lucky Numbers: 3, 7 and 9 

Favourable direction: West 


CANCER (15 July—14 August) 

You may not have the same 

luck in your favour as you did 

‘last week, but the good 

f — phase still continues. Apart 

‘om а minor loss, your prospects are 

encouraging. You will reap the benefits of 

your Past work, but do not get complacent. 

thepatient in your dealings with elders in 

"ау and superiors at work. Avoid all 

Qui Oversies, 
Lit Tales: 26, 28 and 29 
Fay UMbers: 2, 4 and 6 

— able direction: South-west 


D 


LEO (15 August. 14 Septem- 
ber). Your fortunes now take 
а turn for the better. The 


Mee and boredom of 


come to an end 


must go right aheag with them, 
Good dates: 27. 30 and 1 
Lucky numbers: 3. 5 and 7 
Favourable direction: North 


October) New developments 
On your professional front 


VAA 
O © 
Will demand a lot of your time 


SA 
@ and energy, However, do not 
expect success this week. Financially, the 
time is not favourable either. You may 
have to resort to some short-term mea- 
sures to tide over your pressing problems. 
There will be some tension on the domes- 
tic front too, so tread Carefully. 
Good dates: 28, 1 and 2 
Lucky numbers: 6, 8 and 9 
Favourable direction: East 


(V LIBRA (15 October—14 
LR SK November) Financial gains 


Sit are in store for you. Inter- 
Qa views and correspondence 
[NR 


must be dealt with soon. 
Friends will contribute greatly to your 
happiness. Pay attention to professional 
details and forge ahead. The routine that 
you had been following for the last few 
months will be broken now. Your health 
will show a marked improvement. 

Good dates: 26, 30 and 1 

Lucky numbers: 3, 4 and 5 

Favourable direction: South-east 


SCORPIO (15 November—14 
"December) A little too much 
stress on principles and 
righteousness may hinder 
your work this ee 
er, many opportunities for maki - 
awaited Ra ges will come your Ma ee 
ready to take up new challenges. You Bk 
advised not to get involved in any үт 
troversy, and not to take any decisio 


your own. 
Good dates: 27, 1 and 2 Я 
Lucky numbers: 3, 5 апа x 
Favourable direction: North-ea 


A 


VIRGO (15 September—14 


. By AMRITLAL 


SAGITTARIUS (15 December — ° 
14 January) For those of you 
involved in the performin 
arts, there is travel in store 
> for you this week. Others will 
enjoy a fair measure of luck and. financial 
gains. Those in business, planning new 
investments, this is a favourable time. 
There are some marital problems signified ' 


this week, so yOU are advised restraint in 
your dealings. : 


Good dates: 29, 30 and 1 
Lucky numbers: 6, 8 and 9 
Favourable direction: South 


CAPRICORN (15 January—14 
A February) Your career will get 


chances. In their personal life, Virgoans will face their share д) 


N А ee ne week, as you will 
H+ benefit through someone 

LH A during the EY days. Do not 

take risks in your business affairs. You will 

require a lot of tact to keep peace in your 

personal life. The health of your family too 

Will need a great deal of attention now. A 

letter will bring good tidings. Do not 

squander away your earnings. 

Good dates: 28, 30 and 1 

Lucky numbers: 3, 4 and 5 

Favourable direction: North-west 


A Dare AQUARIUS (15 February—14 
zu S March) Your career will make 


mw. Very good progress this 
2X9) (SX week. In your personal life, a 
Сб] member of the opposite sex 
will bring a lot of happiness. You might 
have to undertake a journey which will 
benefit your family. Curb all extravagant 
tendencies for you will need the money 
later. Do not antagonise elders or em- 
ployers. 
Good dates: 30, 1 and 2 
Lucky numbers: 1, 7 and 8 
Favourable direction: East 
XID PISCES (15 March—14 April) 
X ts) The problems that have 
CREE 4 been contronting you will be 
solved with the help of in- 
2 fluential friends. For 
businessmen this is a very busy week 
since new contracts and deals are in the 
offing. There will be some anxiety in your 
personal life and ill-health of family mem- 
bers is indicated. A promotion for you is in 
the offing. М 
Good dates: 26, 27 and 28 
Lucky numbers: 7, 8 and 9 ——— 
Favourable direction: North = PU 


For r: You will ‘this year. Some trouble іп litigatio 
EE үй! мп 5 Wd rch Perd year, for problems, Rec m hàye to be ext 
ailments bute dd i EAS eyes: are indicated. Your Mes Career-wise this is a j 

financia] position will be fairly comfortable but some unforeseen E will find a job. Thos 

nd Unexpected expenses are likely to occur. You WI gan Re et 


Н je 
?netarily due to some long-term investment, so avail of th 


be accident-pro 
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The Marathoner 


Naseer 
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he bad 

4. Kapoor 

ünues, The 
ilms comi; 

fact, there 


Just a hand 
: on his own poultry farm, fo arrange a PAPER 
loan to start this small but thriving business, c He's quite a cheerful person, The only time he scowls Sedaar E 

ts when you ask him his age. Or catch him with his 


spectacles on. Because he doesn't want to be 
known as 60 years old, He's only 60 years yo 
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Fons Boat 


Naseeruddin 


here’s no war between 

Shashi Kapoor and 
Naseeruddin Si 
just some misunderstand- 
ing during the making of 
Junoon that led to a break 
in their good relationship. 
They didn’t n fora 
very long time after the 
| release of Junoon, and 
then they signed a film 
called Bezubaan. The two 
worked together ina very 
8 cordial atmosphere. 
W According to Shashi “most 
misunderstandings are 
created by the gossip col- 
umnists. At least in this 
case Гат sure it isa fig- 
ment of their wild im- 
agination. We have solved 
our problems in an amic- 
: able way, We are not chil- 
y Сеп to keep on quarrell- 

Ing all the time, you 

know.” Е 
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TES bad phase in Rishi ' 
A Kapoor's career con- 
tinues. There are no good 
lms coming his way. In 
| act, there are very few, 
Just a handful of them. 
Wo big films Yeh Ishk 
ahin Aasaan and 
ёедааг E Yaar are ready 


veryone is {alkin ab- 
Ex Raakesy Rol 
new film, Каап; Chor. It is 


h Started 


WA weyd 
£o 
ctn 
3 

ES 
£5 
ge 
x 
M 
a 


through 2 very bad phase 


sauker i 


was better to make his 
own film than to keep 
waiting for the roles to 
come. Kaam Chor which 
has been directed by K. 

ishwanath has also 
Suresh Oberoiand Jayap- 
radhain important roles, 
Jayapradha according to 
Raakesh has won the show 
hands down. 


his young man Sunjay 
Dutt is unfortunately 
becoming a strange case, 
here was the bad patch in 
15 Career recently. Then 
he decided to change for 
the better but ill-luck con- 
tinued to chase him. It is 
the woman problem all 
over again. Tina Munim, 
the love in his life for 
seven years, walked out on 


ор. 177 as 


A Trust, Delhi and eGangotri 


in his career as an actor, It 


Madhavi: never grows older 


him in a surprise move and 
people started talking ab- 
out her new affair with 
Rajesh Khanna and before 
anything more could hap- 
pen film circles were rife 
with talk about the Rekha 
and Sunjay affair. Sunjay 
again became irresponsi- 
ble and neglected his work 
till director S. V. Rajendra 
Singh who is directing him 
in Mera Faisla took him to 
task. Sunjay used to report 
about five hours late every 
day. When Rajendra Singh 
could no longer stand it he 
threatened to throw him 
out of the film if he con- 
tinued his mad ways. Sun- 
jay was chastened. He has 
changed again—for the 
better. 


Tina: new affair 


Or release Rishi ho 
Pase. pes 
pee films will work the 
ae he has been waiting 
: There Was Coolie too, 


the ; à 
lig акей film but in the 


What has hap- 
E the film will have to 
least p One full year at 
Dunj,, < then there is 
All Ne With Dilip Kumar. 
зе films wil] take 
Will pd till then Rishi 
5 e Mai The re- 
0g in wats father's Prem 
ed ane Which he has play- 
Cant role Signifi- 
Still to ОЁ his career has 
„Make an impact, 
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ly. Whereas, Krishna who 


Telugu Desam party, will 


niac? 


adhavi recently cele- 

brated her birthday. 
But she was frightfully 
secretive about her age. 
When asked, she would 
look coy, smile prettily, 
coo and purr but no word 
about how old she is. She 
seems to have set a tradi- 
tion for herself. At her 
birthday bash every year 
she makes an announce- 
ment of how she has bag- 
ged a covetous role. This 
year she announced that 
she had signed for a Hindi 
film Woh Kaun Hai, with 
Vinod Mehra. ' 


St Devihasa unique 
quality. In the case of 
most actresses the rise in 
popularity is directly prop- 
ortional to the size of their 
heads. They become snoo- 
ty, difficult and temper- 
amental. Not so Sri Devi. 
The more popular she 
gets, the nicer she becom- 
es. She is more friendly 
and charming than she 
was a few years ago. She is 
Sweet-natured not only to 
male actors but also to her 
female co-stars and that is 
saying something. 


Sri Devi: nice 


Nageshwara Rao is 
- indeed a snail. He en- 
tered the filmworld in the 
‘the Forties and completed 
his 200th film only recent- 


entered the film industry 
in 1964 has already com- 
pleted his 200th.film 


ne interesting fact 

Qu to light recently. 
N. T. Rama Rao started his 
film career with Manade- 
sam (Our Nation). Now his 
latest film has been titled 
Nadesam (My Nation). Do 
the titles of the films pre- 
sage his political progres- 
sion?He started as a Con- _ 
gressman and now with his 


he become a megaloma- 
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How the power needs of am analog 
2 have been compacted imto 


Чч ° a tiny little battery. 
P T ` For a better worki 


pill-sized cell is the power 
behind your electronic 

5 A watch. Throughout its 
life, it keeps the watch 
working on a highly 

MS stable power supply. If the watch 

2 | | is kept unused, battery life can 
be extended in a very simple 
way. All you do is pull the crown 


"PN 


CA SOR CNT AIIE 
This battery packs enough energy to keep your watch . For ali its tiny size, the battery 
going, for a minimum of 2 long years. And yet, it is PEEL Dent AD 1 MER 
М n e n ar па t pr: 5 
ridiculously light — weighing as little as 1.2 gms! fit to be the one in charge! 
$ Electronic Exclusive 


* There isa wide range of 27 varieties in 
HMT Quartz watches for ladies and gents. 


* Each HMT Quartz watch carries the 


to hand-setting position, the 
watch stops—and the battery 
gets shut off. 


Generating power 


The battery sets the Quartz 
crystal piece, the LSI and the 
Stepper motor in motion 


Powered by the 


irrefutable company guarantee and 
quality assurance, 


There are 22 showrooms all over India 
to service your HMT Quartz Electronic 
watch, 


Suitable, reasonably priced batteries 
are easily available at all these 
showrooms. (To avoid possible 
damage to your precious HMT Quartz 
watch, it is advisable to get the battery 


е 


replaced only at HMT showrooms or 
battery, the crystal authorised outlets.) 
| begins to vibrate at Watch Division 
32,768 oscillations 
| per second. А Riz ў 
trimmer helps set الج‎ Ex 
the vibrations to this d mechanical train gears — in advance, (While 3 
frequency, This 5 precisely once a second, maintaining the correct time, the Timekeepers to the Nation $ 
requency is @ So that the hands on the second hand begins to step 2 Factories: D 
technically considered conventional d seconds Instead of 1.) Bangalore (16 II) • Srinagar e Tumkur 
the most sultable for watches. time.’ age crow the exact 7 а Девы £ 
The LSI then proceeds to divide Powerful to the | 1 
these oscillations of electronic ле last й 
pulses. Ала comes ир with one The battery helps your watch 
very accurate pulse per second, Been MW its remarkable accuracy 


Seconds per month. By 1 
maintaining a constant supply of | J 
energy, right until the very end, (f 

hen it's time for a change, the 
power cell life indicator will give 
out warning signals, 2 to 3 weeks 


Urged on by the LSI chip, the 
stepper motor gets busy, It 
converts the pulse into 
mechanical motion. And drives 
the second hand through 


hrk 
QUARTZ ELECTRONIC WATCHES i 
If you've the inclination, we've the time! The exact time!! 


« 


HMT Quartz watches = 
Setting new standards 
in performance. — 
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there with aTravelite 


Fly. Ride. Drive. Sail. Feel the choose from. With or without the — 


surf in your face. The wind in your hair. 'multi-safe' Pe 
Leavgail your worries behind raa And 8 glorious Co aa аи 
take off. : : any self-res ing rai PEE 
| Wi th Travelite, you really can. Be- 7 VIP E A ERE 
dnes- ЖШ > cause it's got whatever you ve wantedin you managed without one. Gato 
MA - : Е moulded luggage. Answering every day. And get away! on 
nance f UR nal ee Аз " travelling need. In style... : 
"P à » m - Like a lightness that doesn't weigh 
| you down. А slimness that's deceptive. 
And a toughness that takes the bumps " 


and во of travel. 
uitcases, briefcases, carry-ons, * 


vanitycase. In 22 styles to pick and 


VIP TRAVELITE- — — 
India's largest-selling moulded luge 


omain. UP State Museum, HMazratga’ 


e 


as When there is more to it 
than meets the eye 


Probe 


He often does a news item that is Science, Arts, Mystery, Crime, Enter- 
of interest to you, that concerns. tainment and other topicalissues, giving 

you, in your daily newspaper, leaves: you not just the full Story but also the 

you frustrated because the full details hemes angle in its full significance. 


ave not been given? That is why PROBE is one of the 


indepth report on happenings that month after month. People that matter. 
matter. On Politics, Business, Religion, People like you. 


PROBE 


INDIA 
The magazine of investigative reporting 


: £00 PP Mitra Prakashan Put Lid Allahabad 
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RUM The Principle « 


Superintendent of the 
gested that th i 
scheme, Loud Speakers a 
In various parts of the she 


Osala, sug- 


-On certain points where I have to 
e firm, I shall be as hard as a 
rock and nobody can shake me— 
Dr Farooq Abdullah 
Charisma sustains the. grass-root 
and charismatic Personality re- 2 
flects in the grass root-N.D. - == = 
iwari union industries minister 
on Mrs Gandhi's charisma, quoted 
in Weekend Review 


| ЧЕЧ into 
| urning place not mere y for hu- 
| E beings but also for crows, Om RAIPUR: Mr Ram Lakhan Mishra, a 
_ Sunday last (5 September) a flock of gram sevak of Raipur district, was. 
|crows, apparently grieved by the reinstated after 18 years. Mr Mishra 
|death of one of their brood at the was appointed gram sevak on 8 May, 
hands of a mongoose, refused to take 1 4. His order of appointment was in 
any food for three long hours to the English. Mr Mishra represented to the 
‘jastonishment of nearly 500 persons authorities asking for a copy of the 
who offered rice as a ritual to mourn order in Hindi mentioning that the 
{their dead. The crows, perched on Constitution of India had provided that 
_|nearby trees, ended their “mourning” orders could be given in Hindi also, 
Marter three hours, according to the The then commissioner of Raipur divi- 
[superintendent of the cremation sion held his action as indiscipline and 
"ground —Hindustan Times (Jitender terminated his services, Mr Mishra has 
Parasar, New Delhi) been making representations since 
oh ; then, at all levels from collector to 
J"RIVANDRUM: For the last few days, Prime Minister. Finally on 14 June this 
the ruling UDF and the opposition. year the state cabinet decided that Mr 
MLAs of Kerala were playing games in Mishra had not committed any act of 
the evening after fighting each other indiscipline and ordered his reinstate- 
in the legislature in the morning. Тһе ment—Indian Express (P. Elangovan, 
occasion was the silver jubilee of the Madras) 
State legislature, The brain behind the Er E 
idea was the < eaker Mr Vakkom THANJAVUR: The Velankanni Basili- 
р 
i Purshottaman. The playing fields were ca of Qur Lady of Health has received | 
fringed by unusually large crowds іп. a strange gift from a devotee a shield : 
eluding women and children, The on which is embossed a silver wine 
Wives of some MLAs participated bottle and a small silver cup. Rt Rev. 
merrily in all events, ranging from Thomas Vaz, parish priest, said the 
Soccer matches to musical chairs, The donor, a woman, had written under: 
ТОПВгез5(Т) chief minister Mr K. Karu-. neath the wine bottle that her Ruan 
j3karan and the Marxist opposition had been a drunkard and tod к А 
leader, Mr E. K. Nayanar did not vow to Our Lady of Healt ре к 
| i given up drinking bringing c сего 
| viously because of their advanced the family—Hindu (Govin 
P nes of India(Parikshit Bhan- Madurai) 


EH) MYSORE: Syed Sarun g маод in 
(У DELHI. i Rs the office of the divisional engi P 
316,000 has рее орен оа (phones) has been organising ; Сомо 
| 8 Just two chairs and two tables for Ganesha festival in the o PR I 
E Asia Sames village here accord- three years. Gaffur has been 1 СҮ in- 
рено Mr ishore, president of the of Lord Ganapati whose idol of My 
Janata Party — Hindus- stalled by the then Ma b Шап Th 
S.P.Khosla, New Delhi) sore at a Га Jn har tu SR 
m f 
BELBI Since the day ine fi Buin RED Гавар о 
in Mister Mr Pranab Mukherjee ccan (K.P. Andavan, 
oreigament figures of the per layam, TN) Ax 
Бп debt, he has been re- : of the 
eques from REN EE SALEM: A bride ye groom 
he amount. The minister has marriage hall af on the eve of the 
Office to return the cheques to be a drunkard: Shanti (19) saw 
ree ders that individuals marriage, ће bri “dead drunk and 
Worry about the foreign debt her. husbanduobe £ qn him—Indian 
Overnment would take care decided to walk lakrishnan, Coimba- 
por раа (Arbind Gutgutia, Express (Sale ens 
› тоге 


Why not ask your leader to try 

and wrest powers from the state = 

and see what happens?— Jyoti 

Basu’s retort in the Assembly to a d 

Congress(I) member's remark = i 

that the state’s powers should be 5 | 
; D. 


curtailed 


A melancholy grips me when I see IB 
reports saying the chief minister x 1 
is going or has Bone—Babasaheb à 
Bhosale . 


Even chief ministers аге at the 
mercy of the centre—Prakash . 
Singh Badal, Akali leader 


The problem of law and order in 
UP has been overplayed. Is there 
no crime in other States?—Sripat _ 
Mishra, UP chief minister 


I put my politics aside when I 
change my clothes—French Presi- 
dent Mitterrand 


.Do you know the difference be- 
. tween involvement and commit- 
ment? Think of ham and eggs. 
The chicken is involved, the pig is. 
committed—Martina Navratilova 


Grace was a gracious, wonderful 
woman who was a princess from 
the moment she was born—Frank 
Sinatra after the shocking death 
of Princess Grace of Monaco (for: | 2 
mer Hollywood star Grace Kelly) _ ^ 
following a car accident АС 


I knew about women's libe 
‘before I even knew wh 


i i T. prize Re 30 forte enty gen frst ` V 
CC-0. In Public Domain. UP State Museum, Hazratganj. L 
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OINK! OINK ! 


V 


ә, B { >= a © 
= d 1271 ENC 06: | жы 
APOLOGIES TO PURISTS, BECAUSE THEY'VE WOLFED N 
2 KERSION TO FACILI- | | DOWN, SCRUNCHED, Moun cries 
Л | AND GOBBLED LIP MY WHOLE| a 5 
7 — E] | HERD: AND | AM THE SOLE 
"| | SURVIVOR OF A LARGE — , 
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NEED TO GO RANTING LIKE A NUS j 
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Timman (Black) to mgve 


por 
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Braga (White) 


Game of the month: Comedy of 
So < errors 
It is rare indeed to witness in modern 
tournament play any of the wild 
swashbuckling king-hunts of the past with 
both kings staggering round the board like 
a couple of drunken gladiators in search of 
a lion. When one does see such a game, 
though, and sees how badly it is played, it 
is tempting to ask whether those good old 


Australia's leading player, Tim Seres, who 
is of Hungarian origin, has said for years 
that it pays to be pessimistic over pre- 
empts. Two deals from the final of the 
Australian Interstate championship proved 
him right again. This was the first: 


Dealer, South Game all 
10 


At both tables South opened Three 
Diamonds. West at one table bid Four 
Clubs for take-out — one of the worst 
conventions ever devised, for partner has 
no room in which to express his hand. 
North bid Six Diamonds and East Seven 
Hearts, for which there was no play. 

At the other table, where Seres himself 
was South, East-West reached Seven 
Spades, which is a make if nothing bad 


Quiz ! 


QUESTIONS 
1. Nowadays women do not have much 
time to practise embroidery but Victorian 
women did. They were adept at Steven- . 
graphs. What are Stevengraphs? 
2. Who are Wolf Cubs? 
3. You have heard of people walking 
around like zombies. What is the original 
meaning -of the word? ؟‎ 
4. Where would you find the Islets of 
Langerhans? : 


5999 Jo eseosip o 511 


- 
e 


tained so many errors. j 
The following game would not stani up 

in court, but it is great fun. Just t be 

awkward though, | decided to point out 

some of the errors, but my criticism is 

purely academic. Without the errors the 

game would not have been so interesting, 

White: Braga Blaĉk: Timman 

Caro-Kan Defence " 

Argentina 1982 t 


1 P-K4 P-OB3 2 P-O4 P-O4 
3 P-K5 B-B4 4 N-OB3 P-K3 
5 P-KN4 


Introducing a Russian idea which has 

recently been developed by the young 

Dutch master Van der Wiel. 

5 B-N3 6 KN-K2 Р-ОВ4 

7 B-K3 N-OB3 8 PxP NxP 

9 N-O4 N-KB3 10 P-KB4!? 

A clever pawn sacrifice to trap the black 

king in the centre, but he follows it up 

incorrectly. 

10 N(4)xP 11 B-N5« K-K2 
1? 

Too slow. Simply 12 Q—K2 followed by 0- 

0-0 or P-B6 would have left Black in great 


difficulties. 

12 Q-B2 13 P-B6 
14 Q-K2 OxKBP 15 P-B7 
"An ingenious but unsound idea. He hopes 
for 15... OxP 16.N-B6--K-Q3 17 P-KR3 
N-R3 18 B-R2, but Black need not take 
the pawn.at once. 

15 N-K5 16 N-B6+ K-03 
17 P-KR3 Q-N6+ 18 K-B1 Ох! 
This must have соте as a shock. If 19 PxQ 
N-N6+ 


P-N3 


happens. But alas, South doubled for an 
unusual lead, and after a heart ruff at trick 
one West had to lose another trick and 500 
points. 

Soon after came this hand, with East the 
dealer at love all: : 


&KQ865 

9K62 

OAK 

&K75 
4 1042 N 4J7 
90543 w E 9107 
$6 90J8742 
i8432 S &96 

4۸93 

VA98 

$ 10953 

ФАО 10 


Now Seres himself was South. He 
doubled the opening Three Diamonds and 
North, after applying the old Black, quickly 
promoted himself into 7NT, for which there 
was no play. At the other table East did not 


open and North-South stopped in Six 
Spades. 


The point is, ‘of course, that when there 
has n a pre-empt there is always a 
danger of bad divisions. Apart from that, 
East in the first example, and North in the 
second, lacked intermediates. 


TERENCE REESE 


5. The Isle of Wight is an island but 
E SM owners speak of the Isle 
О! Wight they speak in hushed | 
tones. Why? gel 
6. There are some districts in Scotland 


where only Gaelic is s oken. Wh 
they known as? E р 


ее ——. 
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-B4 21 P—OR4 then Black wins by 2 
QxR+ 22 K-N2 OxR+ 23 KxR N-B7 Ys 1 
20 QOxR +? * 
Greedy. The modest 20... Kxp le я 
with four (1) extras pawns and the an him 
attack "ger 
21 K-N2 P-B4? 

Black suddenly has new Problems be, 
of the threat of B-R2¥+, but he cn 
escape and win quite Simply апд ug 
markably by 21... QxB«1! 22 RxQ кур 
with rook bishop and his four Pawns for th 
queen 8 
22 Q-R4? 

Now 22 B-R2+ K-B4 23 Q-K2 wo 
leave Black in a real mess, but the farce 
continues. 

22 Q-KB3 23 B-R2+ K-B4(diag) 
24 N-NS!I 

A fantastic saving grace which nearly turns 
the tables completely. 


His position is hopeless. If first 20 aw d 
* A 


сайы 


24 оха 
What else? He has по check. 
25 P-B8-O4 KN-5 26 R-N14 


It is of course the most incredible piece of 
good fortune for Black that he is not mated 
in this position. If 26 N-B6+ K—-B61! and 
the discovered checks do not help White 
one iota, or 26 N-R6+ K-R4l again 
suddenly leaves White in the soup 

2 K-RG 27 R-R1+ K-N! 
Not 27... K-N7?? 28 B-K5+ and mates 
28 R-Ni+ Draw! 

An eventful game! 


MICHAEL STEAN 
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Ihe youthful portrait of Queen Victoria on 

this 3d stamp may deceive the tyro into 
thinking that it dates from the early years of 
her reign. In fact the Queen was in her 68th 
year when the stamp was issued in January 
1887. It was one of a series of 12, ranging — 
from }d to 1s, printed by De La Rue Ltd in. _ 
inks which the company termed fugitive, — 
Since even immersion in cold water would 
Cause the colours to:run, rendering fruitless 
any attempt by the dishonest to wash the 
postmarks off used stamps in order to re- 
use them. In 1900 the colour of the 4d 
Stamps was changed from vermilion to у; 

bluish-green A ^ 
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S: In the Sukhi Pariwar Deposit Scheme, you 


put in Rs. 25,043.80 for 7 years and get 
Rs. 50,000. In the Bhagyashali Deposit 
Scheme, your deposit of Rs. 5,000 becomes 
Rs. 8,195 іп 5 years. 
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MORE MINISTERS 


Sathe :minister without office 


THE 2 September reshuffle, which 
resulted in the splitting up of some 
ministries and the setting up of 
Some new posts, has created utter 
confusion regarding the allocation 
of rooms for ministers and senior 
officers in New Delhi. The worst 
affected is Mr Vasant Sathe, who 
has been shunted from the post of 
minister for information and broad- 
casting to the truncated chemicals 
and fertilisers ministry. Mr Shiv 
SEEN RA cro 
UNITY DRIVE 
THE irrepresible Mr Raj Narain 
seems to have taken up the cudgels 
or opposition unity very seriously. 
He had invited top opposition lead- 
"ers to his residence for tea on 27 
August, and placed before them a 
formula for unity and formation of 
a new party; his argument 
is that since none of the opposition 
parties are carrying out any serious: 
membership drive at present, his 
formula may be the right option at 
this time. Mr Raj Narain wants the 


as delegates all those who were 
given tickets by the Opposition par- 
ties in the last Lok Sabha, Vidhan 
Sabha, Zilla Parishad and Gaon 
Sabha elections. Accord- 
ing to Mr Raj Narain’s formula, the 
delegates of this convention could 
elect the leadership of the new 
party. But what he has, perhaps, 
overlooked is an electaral college 
as vast as the one suggested, would 
be unweildy. Secondly, none of the 
other opposition leaders seem to be 


Opposition unity convention to have: 


Shankar, who held the composite 
' charge of petroleum, chemicals and 
fertilisers before” he became the 
minister for petroleum, energy and 
coal, continues to occupy his office 
on the second floor of Shastri Bha- 
van (which houses the petroleum, 
chemicals and fertilisers depart- 
ments) in addition to the energy 
minister's room at the Shram Shak- 
ti Bhavan. 'This has created a diffi- 
cult situation for Mr Sathe. Till a 
proper room is furnished to suit his 
cabinet rank, he has decided to 
function from his residence. 
Another person who has been 
badly affected by the reshuffle is 
Mr Mani Shankar Iyer, the joint 
secretary (external publicity) and 
the official spokesman of the exter- 
nal affairs ministry. Since the re- 
turn of the Congress(I) in January 
1980, there had been по junior 
minister in the foreign office. So, 
the junior minister's room had been 
occupied by a secretary-level offic- 
er and the official spokesman had 
been given a room close to the 
foreign minister's office. With Mr 
A. A. Rahim becoming the minister 
of state for external affairs, rooms 
had to be reallocated in the foreign 
office and Mr Mani Shankar Iyer 
has now been allotted a room in the: 
Shastri Bhavan, half a km away 
from the headquarters of the fore- 
ign office at the South Block. Surely 
the official spokesman’s presence 
in the South Block is essential for 
proper external publicity? 
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Sondeep Shankar 


Pranab Mukherjee: love for the 
finer things 


—— س‎ 
THE daughters of two union 
cabinet ministers have shown in- 
terest in learning classical dancing. 
This love for aesthetics among the 
ministers' families is being made 
use of by those who would like to be 
on the right side of the official 
hierarchy. So, the daughters of fi- 
nance minister Pranab Mukherjee 
and petroleum and energy minister 
Shiv Shankar are much in demand 
at festivals of performing arts these 
days. There is nothing wrong with 
that. For, after all performing arts 
traditionally have grown in India 
under the patronage of the 
"durbar " 
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RAJIV Gandhi seems to have 
shifted his preference from Arun 
Nehru to another aid, Arun Singh. 
Arun Nehru, a distant cousin of Mr 


Gandhi’s and the MP from Rae 


Bareli, had been his favourite 
adviser for a long time. But now the 
limelight seems to have been stolen 
by Arun Singh, a schoolmate of Mr 
Gandhi who resigned his manage 
rial job with a Calcutta firm last 
year to be an aide of the Prime 
Minister's son. When Rajiv an 
Sonia Gandhi decided to go to Lon 
don to attend the Farnborough : e 
show, Arun Singh and his wife ND 
were selected to be the companio7 
of the VIP couple. Incidentally, } 
September, Rajiv Gandhi will ^ 
spending more time abroad than 

home. He was in the UK in the is 
week,. and will accompany 


nera 


mother to the Soviet Union in Еу 
third week. The chances O 
being made an AICC(I) 8€ 


ime, have 
secretary, in the meantime, i 
somewhat receded. 


D.E.NIZAMUDDIN ~ 


ЕР o^ 


Rajiv Gandhi : no official post now? 


keen on trying out his plan. 
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Your family needs your 
love and care. And 
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teeth strong and 
gums healthy, 


The world’s first herbal toothpaste. 
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